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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Wl |,
good norning, everyone. Before we
begin the public hearing, | wll
make the foll ow ng announcenent:
Due to the continuing threat of
COvVID-19, Gty Council Commttees
are currently neeting renotely. W
are using Mcrosoft Teans to nake
these renote hearings possible.

Instructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testinony at public hearings of
Cty Council Commttees are
i ncluded in the public hearing
notices that are published in the
Daily News, (inaudible). | now
note that the hour has cone.

M. CGolden, will you please
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance
pl ease indicate that you are
present when your nanme is called
(i naudi bl e) --

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber,
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| believe you froze. Can you
repeat that |ast paragraph again
for us?

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Sure.
M. CGolden, will you pl ease cal
the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance wll
pl ease i ndicate that you are
present when your nane is
(i naudi bl e) --

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT:
Counci | man, you m ght have to turn
your video off if you continue to
| ag just so you can get through the
initial start-up paragraphs.

THE CLERK: | will now cal
the roll.

Counci | mrenber Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN  JOHNSON:
Present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
G I nore Ri chardson.

(No response.)
THE CLERK: Counci | menber

Jones.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES:

M. Chairman, Menbers, |'m present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Vaughn.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Squi I | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
norning, M. Chair and col | eagues.
' m present.

THE CLERK: Chair Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you. A quorumof the Committee is
present and this hearing is now
called to order. This is the
public hearing of the Commttee on
Li censes & | nspections regarding
Bill No. 230653, Bill No. 220364
and Bill No. 230900.

M. CGolden, wll you please
read the titles of the bills.

THE CLERK: Bill No.

230653, anendi ng various provisions
of Subcode "P" of Title 4 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "The
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Phi | adel phi a Pl unbi ng Code, " by
maki ng addi ti onal additions,
del eti ons and anendnents to the
Cty's adoption of the 2018
addition of the International
Pl unmbi ng Code as published by the
| nternati onal Code Council, al
under certain terns and conditions.
Bill No. 220364, anendi ng
Chapter 9-4900 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "Prohibition on Use
of Certain Bags by Retail

Establ i shnments,” to require
est abli shnents to charge a fee for
the provision of a bag to custoners
for renoval of purchased itens, and
further declining what bags are
prohi bited at check-out, all under
certain terns and conditions.

And Bill No. 230900,
aut hori zi ng the Procurenent
Conmm ssioner to enter into
agreenents to purchase electricity,

natural gas and notor fuel for use

by the Gty in Cty facilities and
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vehi cl es, including agreenents that
obl i gate paynent for delivery of
such energy supplies in future
fiscal years, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you. Before we begin to hear
testinmony fromthe w tnesses we
have for today, everyone who has
been invited to the neeting to
testify should be aware that this
public hearing is being recorded.
Because the hearing is public,
partici pants and viewers have no
reasonabl e expectation of privacy.
By continuing to be in the neeting,
you are consenting to being
recor ded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for their
qguestions or comments they have for
witnesses, | will note for the
record that at this tine we wll
use the chat feature available in

M crosoft Teans to all ow Menbers to
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signify that they wish to be
recogni zed. In order to conply

w th the Sunshine Act, the chat
feature nmust only be used for this
pur pose.

M. CGolden, will you please
call the first panel we have to
testify on Bill No. 230653.

THE CLERK: The first panel
on 230653 is Sarah Adano,
Legi sl ative Affairs Manager and
Zoning Adm nistrator for the
Departnent of Licenses &
| nspecti ons.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Good
norning. Are you connected and
ready to proceed, Sarah?

M5. ADAMO.  Yes.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Ckay.
Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed with your
testi nony.

M5. ADAMO. Good norni ng,
Chai rperson Driscoll and nenbers of

the Licenses & Inspections
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Commttee. M nane is Sarah Adano
and | amthe Legislative Affairs
Manager of the Departnent of
Li censes & I nspections or L&l.
Today | am here to provide
testinony on Bill No. 230653, which
i f enacted will anend vari ous
provi sions of Subcode P of Title 4
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"The Phil adel phia Pl unbi ng Code, "
by maki ng additions, deletions and
amendnents to the Cty's adoption
of the 2018 edition of the
I nternational Plunbing Code as
publ i shed by the International Code
Council, all under certain terns
and conditions. | amjoined by
Walt Kryzanowski, Chairperson of
t he Pl unbing Advisory Board, who is
able to provide feedback on
techni cal aspects of the Pl unbing
Code.

In 2019, the Gty undertook
an effort to nodernize its Plunbing

Code to allow for the use of new
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materials and to standardi ze
construction by providing

requi rements consi stent with node
codes in the PA Construction Code.
The 2018 Phi | adel phia Pl unbi ng Code
was the result of a tireless effort
of the Pl unbi ng Advi sory Board who
spent countl ess hours carefully
consi dering how best to bal ance the
national standards of the

I nternational Plunbing Code with

t he | ongstandi ng provi sions of the
Phi | adel phi a Pl unbi ng Code
addressing the unique conditions in
our Cty.

This |l evel of change at the
state or national |evel requires
years of review by multiple
commttees, but the 2018 Pl unbing
Code was | argely the product of the
dedi cated team of experts that
conprises the Plunbing Advisory
Board. Since the adoption of the
2018 Phi | adel phi a Pl unbi ng Code,

t he Pl unbing Advisory Board, the
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Departnent of L&, the Water
Departnent and the Streets
Departnment have identified the need
to make updates to the Pl unbing
Code to include certain provisions
of the prior Plunbing Code that
were inadvertently admtted, to
clarify provisions of the code and
address technical errors.

This proposal is in
accordance with the recommendati on
of the Plunbing Advi sory Board
based on both careful review of the
code | anguage and their direct
expertise, experience in applying
t he provisions of the 2018 Pl unbi ng
Code over the past several years.
The departnent is supportive of
this bill as it is proposed to be
amended and is prepared to enforce
its provision should it becone | aw
Thank you for the opportunity to
provi de the departnent's testinony.
' m happy to answer any questions

at this tine.
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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Thank
you, Sar ah.

Are there any questions or
comments from nmenbers of this
Comm ttee for Sarah?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Heari ng no questions from Menbers
for this panel and there be no
other panels to testify, we wll
call witnesses on Bill No. 220364.

THE CLERK: M. Chair, the
script continues to the next page.
And for all the nmenbers referenced
to you, | was just given notice the
updat ed anendnents are bei ng sent
over to nme now. And so, during
comment on 220364, | will circulate
those to all of you and your staff.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  So
shoul d we proceed with 364?

THE CLERK: Yes, proceed
with 364.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Pl ease call the panel we have to
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testify this norning on Bill No.
220364.

THE CLERK: Thank you,
M. Chair.

The first panel wll be
fromthe Adm nistration, Télyse --
and | apol ogi ze for the
m spronunci ati on -- Masaoay,
Director of Racial equity, Policy
and Practice in the Mayor's Ofice
of Diversity, Equity and I ncl usion.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Good
nmorni ng. Are you connected and
ready to proceed?

M5, MASACAY: Yes, | am
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Sure.
Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and proceed with your
testinony and thank you for being
her e.

M5. MASACAY: My nane is
Tél yse Masaoay. And good norning,
Counci | mrenber Driscoll, Chair of

the Licenses & Inspections
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Commttee, Commttee Vice-Chair
Counci | menber Squilla and ot her
menbers of the Commttee on
Li censes & I nspections. Again, ny
nanme is Télyse Masaoay and |'mthe
Director of Racial Equity, Policy
and Practice in the Mayor's Ofice
of Diversity, Equity and I|ncl usion
or DEIl.

l"'mhere to testify in
opposition of Bill No. 220364,
whi ch proposes anendnents to
Chapter 9-4900 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "Prohibition on Use
of Certain Bags by Retail

Establ i shments,” to require retai
establishnents to charge a fee for
the provision of a bag to custoners
for renmoval of purchased itens and
further defining what bags are
prohi bited at check-out.

The O fice of DEI is
committed to creating a nore

equi t abl e Phi | adel phi a where race,

ethnicity, disability, gender,
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sexual orientation, incone or

nei ghbor hood are not a determ nant
of success. Qur comm tment has
resulted in nearly 300 City

enpl oyees trained in racial equity,
32 Racial Equity Action Plans from
Cty departnents and agenci es,
mllions of dollars invested in
raci al equity strategies, programnms
and staff and the | aunch of

Phi | adel phia's first Racial Equity
Community of Practice and Raci al
Equity Strategy Dashboard.

The O fice of DElI believes
that all aspects of Gty governnent
shoul d center racial equity in
deci si on-maki ng. And
unfortunately, Bill No. 220364 does
not adequately address the
potential inequitable inpacts of a
bag fee. Wth that in mnd, the
O fice of DEl opposes Bill No.
220364 as introduced and even with
its proposed technical anendnents.

W along with the rest of
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the Adm nistration support the
intent of the bill to further

Phi | adel phia's coommitnent to

envi ronnmental sustainability and
reduce the use of single use bags
at retail establishnments which
often contribute to litter.

However, the O fice of DEl believes
that the bill raises several equity
concerns and shoul d be revised

bef ore novi ng forward.

First, by requiring retai
establishnents to charge a
check-out fee of $0.15 to
custoners. The bill my
di sproportionately inpact
| ow-i ncone Phi | adel phi ans,
especially comunities of color. A
2021 national study conducted by
food policy and researchers at
Cornell University found that a 1
percentage point increase in taxes
on groceries is associated with a
.84 percent increase in the

probability of being food insecure
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for | owincone househol ds.

We know t hat food
insecurity is also a racial equity
i ssue in Philadel phia with Bl ack
and Hi spani ¢ Phi | adel phi ans
experiencing food insecurity rates
that are three to five tines
greater than White Phil adel phi ans.
Wt hout protection for |owincone
resi dents such as Phil adel phi ans
who use SNAP or W C benefits to pay
for groceries, seniors and
communi ties of color, this bill my
uni ntentional ly cause harm

Further, the bill as
witten does not protect custoners
agai nst price gougi ng by busi nesses
that may happen as a result of this
new bag fee. Already many grocery
stores and retailers in the Gty
charge a fee for single use bags at
check-out. This |egislation nmay
provi de additional cover for
retailers to inflate prices at a

time where the cost of groceries in
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the region has surged 24 percent
since 2020.

Additionally, the bill ask
retailers to recoup the cost of
singl e use bags through this bag
fee, neaning that this bag fee is
not being used to support
Phi | adel phi ans directly. The
O fice of DElI suggests that City
Counci | consider anmending the bill
to earmark any fee revenue to be
used for environnental justice
efforts in Philadel phia's
comuni ties that are nost inpacted
by environnental harmand clinate
change.

Lastly, it's inportant to
consi der the potential unintended
consequences that this bill may
have on busi nesses, especially
smal | busi nesses and nom and- pop
shops. Adding a $0.15 fee per bag
may ultimately push Phil adel phi ans
to shop outside of City limts to

avoi d this added cost or push
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busi nesses outside of the City when

t hey consider conpliance with this

requi rement as one nore hurdle to

doi ng busi ness in Phil adel phi a.
Smal | busi nesses and

nonchain stores are typically nost

I npact ed by these uni ntended

consequences and in addition, the

i npact on di sadvantaged, mnority

and wonmen- owned busi ness

enterpri ses has not yet been

evaluated. In review, the Ofice
of DElI opposes this bill as witten
because the bill does not provide

adequate protections for | owincone
residents, seniors or economcally
vul nerabl e conmunities of color,
does not protect custoners agai nst
pri ce gougi ng by busi nesses, does
not earmark the bag fee for
environnental justice efforts and
may harm busi nesses in
Phi | adel phi a.

We encourage City Counci

to review and anend this bill to
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address these and other equity
concerns. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify today. This
concludes ny testinony and |'m
happy to answer any questions from
the Commttee at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Wl |,
t hank you for your testinony.

Are there any questions or
comments from nmenbers of the
Comm ttee?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Chai rnmenber Driscoll, can | ask a
guesti on?

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Sure,
Counci | menber Squilla. You're on.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you.

Tél yse, thank you for your
testinony. |'mnot sure you're
aware. Wien we first initially did
the | egislation and worked through
the Adm nistration, we wanted to
use the fees for that purpose but

the Adm nistration had told us that

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
12/ 06/ 2023

20

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

it would be too conplicated to be
able to enforce the fees, collect
the fees and then use the fees in
that way. Are you famliar wth
t hat ?

M5. MASAQAY: | was not
part of the Adm nistration at the
time this was initially announced
| ast year or part of those
conversations at |least. There may
be other folks on this call who are
famliar with that trajectory. But
if that is the case, | think it
woul d be great to nove forward with
conversations around that.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yeah,
only because when we wanted to
collect the fees and use themto
either help offset the cost of the
collections or the fees or use them
for social equity ideas, it just
came back that the Adm nistration
didn't believe that they were
capabl e of doing that. And so, it

just seened odd that that would be
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sonet hing that the Adm ni stration
now woul d be supporti ng.

And you tal ked about the
equity issue, and that was brought
up during the first pass of this
| egi slation. Do you know what
per cent age of Phil adel phi ans have
access to supernarkets?

M5. MASACQAY: | do not know
t he exact statistic of the nunber
of percen -- of Phil adel phians t hat
have access to supernmarkets and
specifically wwthin a particular
di stance fromtheir hone.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: R ght,
wi t hi n wal ki ng di stance that's
proportionate to their homes. It's
87 percent. And the markets that
are nostly what we call underserved
comunities, places |ike
Save- A-Lot, Aldi and places like
that already do not offer bags as
part of their sale of groceries and
goods. They woul d have to purchase

bags currently at a | ot of the
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mar kets that pertain to a | ot of
underserved areas. Are you aware
of that?

M5. MASACQAY: | do know
that there are several stores
across the Phil adel phia region that
do not offer bags currently. |
t hi nk our concern again with the
institution of a bag fee is just
the way the bill is currently
witten it may disproportionately
I npact | owinconme Phil adel phi ans.

If there's an opportunity
to introduce anmendnents that may
protect, for exanple,

Phi | adel phi ans that use WC or SNAP
benefits from potentially

i ncreasing the cost of their
groceries in that way, that that
woul d definitely change the

Adm ni stration's support of the

bill as witten.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
Because during the conversations

with the Adm nistration -- the goa
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of the legislation is to bring your
own bag, right, not to charge for
bags because we don't want to
charge for bags, we don't want
single use bags. So that's the
goal of the legislation. So it was
to provide reusable bags to fol ks

t hrough ot her neans.

And we' ve seen through the
studi es that were enforced through
the previous legislation that the
access to reusabl e bags has been
plenty as far as gi veaways and
peopl e marketing and things |ike
that for the underserved comunity
and, therefore, you do not have to
pay for the bags. So the goal of
the legislation is not to have
peopl e pay for bags, but just to
bring your own bag.

Do you know there's a total
of 149 supermarkets in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. And in the areas
that we are | ooking at, especially

in the underserved areas, nore than
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50 percent of themare in the
underserved or Bl ack and Brown
communities. So the goal is to
gi ve them nore access to have
reusabl e bags and not pay for bags.
So maybe that was a
m sunder standing with the
Adm ni stration on this process.
But 1'd be happy to work with you.
| nean, we haven't worked
with you in the past on this
| egi sl ation. W al ways wor ked
t hrough the Mayor's O fice and
through their Chief of Staff and
their policy people. W'd love to
work with you in the future on
these to see how we can enhance
this bill in the future. So thank
you for your testinony and you'll
probably hear sone additi onal
testinony from others who by doi ng
the research fromthe previous bil
showi ng that the use of paper bags
has skyrocketed during our

i npl enentation. And again, the
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goal is to use reusabl e bags, not
to charge for bags. So thank you
so mnuch.

M5. MASACQAY: Thank you,
Counci | nenber .

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Wl |,
t hank you, Vice-Chair Squill a.

| also want to note that
Counci | menber Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson has joined us. Good
nor ni ng, Counci | wonman.

Are there any other
guestions frommnenbers of this
panel ?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes,

M. Chai r man.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Leader Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  So i f |
understand the intent of this
| egislation, it is not designed to
be a revenue generator for the City
of Phil adel phia; is that correct?
And | guess this is nore towards

Menber Squill a.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yes,
that is correct. This is not a
revenue generator. The idea is
they change in policy in bringing
bags with you and reusing the
reusabl e bags, not to nmake noney.
And the statistics show that when
these policies are in effect that
the single use bags are reduced and
there are no fees being charged.
Most peopl e have changed their way
of how they shop. As they nove
forward, there is hardly any
revenue to be generated from
sonething like this |egislation.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So |
remenber Councilman Di G cco first
brought this to this body and |I'm
t hankful that you have picked up
the flag and noving forward. My
question would be -- | heard you
say that there was an increase in
paper bag usage. And how does t hat
af fect the environnent?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yes.
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| mean, any single use bag as far
as environmental concerns is
i nportant. Wen we saw t he
i ncrease in the usage, we saw t hat
the idea of people reusing a bag is
not as great. So it's just as
environnentally harnful to get rid
of all the paper bags and plus
having to use the resources and
materials to make the paper bags is
environnmental ly challenging. So
t hrough our studies that we
conm ssi oned through the previous
bill, it had shown that the high
use of paper bags which was not the
intent of the |egislation was
really the negative inpact or the
uni nt ended consequence of not
having a fee so people felt Iike
they didn't have to bring their own
bags, they could just switch their
use fromplastic to paper.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. Chairman. Thank you,
Menber Squill a.
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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Are
there any ot her questions from
Menbers for this panel ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Hearing no further questions from
Menbers on this panel, M. Col den,
wi Il you please call the second
panel we have to testify this
nmorning on Bill No. 220364.

THE CLERK: For the second
panel , we have Maurice Sanpson, |1,
Executi ve Eastern Pennsyl vani a
Director, Cean Water Action; and
Faran Savitz, Zero Waste Advocate
at Penn Envi ronnent.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Good
norni ng, M. Sanpson. Wuld you
pl ease proceed with your testinony.

MR, SAMPSON: (Mt ed).

THE CLERK: M. Sanpson, |
bel i eve you're on nute.

MR. SAMPSON: Can you hear
me now?

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Yes.
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THE CLERK: Yes, we can
hear you now. Please begin. Thank
you.

MR. SAMPSON:  Thank you.
Yes. Good norning, Council nenber
Driscoll, Council nmenber Squilla and
nmenbers of the Commttee. M nane
I's Maurice Sanpson. |'mthe
Eastern Pennsylvania Director for
Cl ean Water Action. | want to
thank you for this opportunity to
speak to you today. |'m speaking
in favor of the Bill 220364.

The bill offers anmendnents
to the fornmer Plastic Bag Act that
was passed in 2019, which
effectively would ban all plastic
bags as of the 1st of April 2022.

I want to offer a quick review of
both | egi sl ation, which benefits
and in particular its inpact on
under served comunities.

Wil e the plastic bag was
successful, it dramatically reduced

the use of plastic bags, a study
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rel eased by the Admnistration in
April of this year indicates that
over half the bags still in use are
paper and plastic, and the
per cent age of shoppers using paper
bags has nearly tripled. Today's
| egi sl ati on anends the Pl astic Bag
Act of 2019 by striking out
confusi ng | anguage in that bill
regarding thickness. It also
i ncl udes the so-call ed degradabl e
bags, which are also not bad. It
al so defines reusabl e bags as those
designed for nultiple uses for
mninmumlifetinme and current
capacity a charge of $0.25 or nore.
The | egi sl ation al so i nposes a
m ni mrum $0. 15 cent fee on all paper
bags.

Wil e the paper is
preferable over plastic, the goal
of this bill is waste reduction, to
reduce the use of all single use
bag, paper and plastic, in favor of

the uses of the bags. A m ni nmum of
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a 15 percent fee is key to reaching
an 80 percent reduction of all
carry-out bags.

Now, paper bags that are
di stributed at no cost at check-out
are not free. Retailers have
traditionally covered the expense
by increasing the cost of all
groceries. Prior to the bill, that
amounted to $20 nmillion a year.
Bags provide no incentive to reduce
bags, and thus, increasing consuner
costs. Fees serve as a
di si ncentive to encourage custoners
to either skip the bag all together
or to choose reusabl e bags
(1 naudi bl e).

A legislative mninmmfee
evens the playing field anong chain
stores who can gai n an advant age
over independent and uni oni zed
stores by spreading the cost over
their chains nationally or
regionally and then offering bags

at no cost to custoners. Now,

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
12/ 06/ 2023

32

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

retailers keep the fee for the
pur pose of covering the costs of
the bag that are requested by a
cust oner.

Fees have a dramatic i npact
on consuner behavior. Fees raise
the question, do | really need this
bag. Wen the Cty of Chicago
first passed its bill after having
a plastic ban, they had a 50
percent decrease in the first
nonth. These were peopl e who asked
t hat question and sinply decided
not to take a bag. San José,
California saw an 89 percent
reduction in stormdrain bag litter
after enacting a plastic bag fee on
bags.

The plastic bag ban does
not benefit the poor unless there
is a fee. Exenpting themfromthe
fee will make it worse and here's
why: There are 29 di scount
supermarkets i n Phil adel phia that

service the population in the Cty
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with an incone of |ess than
$35,000. Aldis, Lidls and Shopping
Bags, these stores have been
charging for their bags since 1989,
which is when the bags first cane
out. The purpose is to keep the
prices | ower.

A survey of 41 products
fromthese stores and in conparison
to the national chain such as
Wal mart were found to be 12 to 24
percent | ess expensive than the
national chains. Wat that neans
is if you provide exenptions for
SNAP, you are actually going to
I ncrease the cost on groceries for
everyone.

Now, what about the corner
stores, the bodegas or the papi
stores, the groceries and
conveni ent stores. There are about
1800 small scal e stores, many of
which are in -- 1800 of them in
fact, are in and serve the

| ow-i ncone conmunities. They are
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nostly | ocally-owned and they're a
val uabl e and maj or busi ness sector
i n Phil adel phia's Black and Brown
communities. They are al so nuch
nore costly. However, they are
conveni ent and sonetines the only
option to people wthin walking

di st ance.

An exenption woul d cause
significant burden to those stores.
When they did the study, they
didn't consider the corner stores.
Many, if nost, right now are still
using the plastic bags. The
pl astic bag ban woul d conpel those
vendors to purchase paper bags that
are four to five tines the cost of
pl astic bags. Wen you exenpt the
fees fromthem the custoners have
no incentive to seek or use
reusabl e bags. Exenptions
essentially reduce the quality of
lives. Now, w thout enforcenent
plastic bag litter is going to

conti nue.
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I f you have conpli ance,
It's going to increase the cost of
groceries. And if you do the
enforcenent to say who's doing it
and who's not, you're basically
going to offer nore victimzation
of an already victim zed conmmunity.
Fees on paper bags pronote equity.
Fees |l evel the playing field for
all retailers. Fees reveal the
true cost of paper bags. Fees
allowretailers to maintain or
reduce the cost of groceries. Fees
allow all retailers to treat bags
i ke any other product. If you
want a bag, you have to buy it. |If
you don't want to buy one, bring
one.

Hi gher fees raise the
question why take the bag. And it
makes a deci sion for the custoner
t hat changes their behavior. Once
t he behavior is changed they' re not
goi ng back. Fees give custoners a

choice. You can either reduce your
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cost with reusabl e bags or you can
buy a bag. Now, fees rem nd
shoppers to bring reusabl e bags.
Yes, sonme are going to say | forgot
nmy bags and got to pay this tine,
but it is that very fact that hel ps
you renenber to bring your reusable
bag.

Fees bring less litter, and
that neans an inproved quality of
life. And the question of is $0.15
a bag too nmuch to pay to inprove
the quality of life in our very
oppr essed nei ghbor hoods when it
cones to trash and garbage dunpi ng,
well, that's a question that |
t hi nk others can answer.

The one ot her question |
didn't answer fromthe previous
presenter was about price gouging.
The whole intent is to get people
to use reusable bags. |If the bags
are nore expensive, there's less a
chance that you're going to buy it

so it is counterintuitive. The

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
12/ 06/ 2023

37

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

point of the bag is not to make a
| ot of noney selling the bags.

And think about it, if you
go in the store and a paper bag
costs a dollar, if you didn't
remenber to bring the reusabl e bag
this time, | guarantee you the next
tinme you're going to do it. Wth
that, let ne end ny comments and
see if you have any questions.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you, Maurice. | think we'll hold
guestions until -- | think we have
one ot her panelist that may want to
testify.

Faran Savitz.

MR, SAVITZ: Yes.

Hopefully you can hear ne okay.
Thank you all for having ne and

hol ding this hearing on Bill No.
220364. M nane's Faran Savitz.
I"mthe Zero Waste Advocate with
Penn Environnment. Penn Environnent
IS a statewi de citizen-based

envi ronnmental nonprofit. W are
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dedi cated to ensuring that all
Pennsyl vani ans have clean air,
clean water and safe and |ivable
climate.

|'"mhere today to testify
in support of Bill 220364. I'I|
explain the problemwe're
addressing and then go into what
the bill does and why it's
inportant. The core of the problem
is that in Philadel phia |like the
rest of Pennsylvania and around the
country, we have a stuff problem
W' re encouraged to nake, use and
toss itens at the greatest possible
speed. Anericans create about 12
percent of the world's waste, but
we're only responsi ble of the
worl d's popul ation. And so nuch in
what we use and discard are single
use itens, itens we use once for a
coupl e of mnutes and then we throw
them away. But the reality is
there is no away. Wiether a waste

goes to an incinerator, whether it
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goes to a landfill, whether it ends
up litter directly in our
environnment, it poses a harmfor
wildlife and for our health.

Pl asti c bags are sort of
the poster child for this kind of
waste. They're used for |ess than
15 m nutes on average. They can't
be recycl ed easily in Philadel phi a.
They're made from fossil fuels.
They never truly go away. And
there's easy sustainable
alternatives |like a reusabl e bag.
And Phi | adel phia has in the past
been a leader in tackling this form
of waste.

City Council passed the ban
on plastic ban in 2019. It was
just the third local ban in
Pennsyl vani a tackling plastic
pollution. The Cty was al so part
of a legal challenge that hel ped
end the state's preenption |law, the
ban on | ocal bans in 2021

(1 naudi bl e) paving the way for
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other nmunicipalities to take
action.

But despite success in
certain areas, the | aw passed in
2019 is follow ng short in severa
key aspects, the bill being
di scussed today woul d fix these
I ssues and make Phil adel phia a
| eader of tackling plastic
pollution in other waste again. It
has two nmain purposes to clarify
and strengthen definitions so that
retailers and shoppers know what
bags can and cannot be used. And
adding the snmall fee for bags
provided by retailers to expand the
i npact of the lawto all waste, not
just plastic bags.

Bot h of these changes are
based best practices we've seen
around the country and Pennsyl vani a
in laws |ike these and woul d nmake
Phi | adel phia consistent with sone
of the strongest ordi nances passed

in the state. Starting with fee, |

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
12/ 06/ 2023

41

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

think it's inportant to note that

t hese | aws that have been nentioned
are not just about tackling plastic
waste. They're about tackling
waste fromall bags and in other
areas too.

Pl astic bags are the worst
option for our environnent. Their
singl e use bags |ike paper ones
have material cost, they have a
waste footprint and energy cost.
And so, the best option from an
envi ronnmental and public health
standpoint is to use a bag that you
bring wwth you to a store over and
over and over again essentially not
creating waste every tinme you use
it and not wanting to create a new
bag every tinme you go shopping.

A smal |l per-bag fee serves
as sort of an inportant
psychol ogical rem nder to us to
remenber that usable option or to
use fewer bags when we shop. |If

you have to pay $0.15 for a paper
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bag, you're less likely to use five
paper bags. You're nore likely to
use three, two or no bags at all.
And you can have ripple effects
outward too. |If you're
consistently renmenbering reusabl e
bags spurred on by this fee, you
m ght be nore |ikely to nmake
changes in other parts of your
life, using a reusable bottle, to
use reusable straws and utensils

i nstead of single use ones. It
goes on and on and on.

The fee can help flip the
swtch in our brains to nove away
froma throwaway mndset to a
reusabl e one and we know t hese fees
are effective. As Murice
mentioned, with cities |like
Chi cago, Washington D.C. pairing a
fee with a ban significantly
reduces litter and waste and
significantly increases reusable
bag use and the evidence suggests

the policy is needed in
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Phi | adel phi a.

The study conducted by the
Uni versity of Pittsburgh and
Swart hnore Col |l ege on behalf of the
Cty has been nentioned before.

But just to put a finer point on
it, it showed that the | aw passed
in 2019 was effective at tackling
pl asti c waste. Research estinated
that plastic bag use by

Phi | adel phi ans decreased by sone 93
percent since the | aw took effect.
However, as that plastic bag use
decreased, paper bags filled the
void. The reusabl e bag use did

i ncrease, but the rise was nore

(i naudi bl e) by that increase in
paper bag use, so increasing the
waste fromthese other single use
al ternatives.

If we're serious about
tackling waste, we have to
encourage nore reusabl e benefits
and we do that with a fee. And

it's also inportant to nention that
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the vast majority of plastic bag

| aws i n Pennsyl vani a i nclude these
bag fees. There are currently 24
| ocal plastic ordinances in the
Commonweal th. 21 of them have
passed since Phil adel phia's, nost
of themin the collar counties
surroundi ng us.

Three-quarters include fees
on paper bags or other bags
provided by a retailer. Qur second
| argest city, Pittsburgh, has a ban
that's hybrid as do many of the
t ownshi ps and boroughs in the
collar counties. Notably anong
them Upper Merion Townshi p which
contains the King of Prussia, one
of the largest retail hubs not | ust
in the region but the country.

They passed a ban on single use
plastic bags this year with a fee
on paper bags or other bags given
out by a retailer. Philadelphiais
being left behind by its neighbors

on this issue and it's tine we took
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the | ead again.

Before | close, | just want
to briefly touch on the inportance
of strengthening the definitions in
the law. As the City's plastic bag
| aw currently stands, sone of the
| anguage around what constitutes
the plastic bag or reusable bag to
be confusing or msinterpreted and
has | ed to | oophol es being
exploited that could have negative
I npacts for environnent. The
proposal being discussed wll clear
up i nconsistencies for the
definitions of plastic bags,
including a definition for plastic
and for reusabl e bags.

A study done by Penn
Environnment after the City's bag
ban went into effect found that
many of the chain retailers in
Phi | adel phia had switched to thin
pl astic bags to thicker plastic
bags they were claimng were

reusable. W' ve seen this done
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before in cities around the country
where thick plastic bags are passed
of f as a nore sustainable
alternative. The problemis
they're still plastic. W stil

use them just once. They can't be
recycled. They're not durable or
washabl e |i ke true reusable and
they use nore plastic than thinner
pl astic bags creating even nore of
an envi ronnent al i npact.

The new definitions would
hel p close this | oophole and ensure
that the ban applies to any bag
regardl ess of its thickness. It
also clarified that any bags nade
from bi opl astics, degradable
plastics, all these plastics that
seem |l i ke they may be good for the
envi ronnent, they're single use,

t hey pose harnms to our environnent
and when it cones down to it, they
create waste.

And so, the new definitions

make it clear that these are al
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pl astic bags so they'll be covered
by the ban. If this bill is
passed, they nake Phil adel phia
consi stent wth sonme of the
strongest plastic bag |laws on the
books in Pennsylvania. Fromny
experience working with townshi ps
and boroughs not just around

Phi | adel phia but around the state,
they look to the City often as the
nodel and a guide. The issues in
the current bag law, the Cty is
not setting a good exanple. Wth
this bill, Philly can be a | eader

I n reduci ng waste agai n.

The best option to use, and
| can't stress this enough, when
shopping is the one you bring and
use over and over and over again.
Not hi ng we use for just a few
m nutes should be allowed to
(i naudi bl €) our environnment and
harm our health and health of our
wildlife for years to cone. Thank

you for allowing ne to testify
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today and for holding this hearing
on this issue. 1'Il conclude ny
testinony and see if there are any
guesti ons you have.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you, M. Savitz. And thank you,

M. Sanpson.

Are there any questions or
comrents from nmenbers of this
Commttee for this panel ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: | have
a question, M. Chairmn.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Yes.
Vice-Chair Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

M . Sanpson, | know when you tal ked
about the equity and the issue,
wasn't it that they did research
about who conplies the quickest
when it cones to these type of
changes, behavi oral changes and as
we see with a ot of the businesses
that already are currently

underserved i n Black and Brown
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conmmuni ti es?

MR. SAMPSON:  Yes. In
fact, when the study was done, and
the study that Phil adel phia has
done has been done in Chicago and
numerous other cities, a pretty
standard study, they did a
conpari son of what the uses were
both in the suburbs and in the city
and they | ooked at the kind of bags
and what they found was that before
and after (inaudible) it was the
| ow-i ncone community that used the
nost reusable bags. It was al so
the |l owinconme conmunity that
adj usted the qui ckest to the bag
and used | ess than their suburban
counterparts.

So the real information
that we're getting here is that
peopl e who are poor are poor
doesn't nean that they are
uni nformed or that they're
unintelligent when it cones to

these things. They nake the
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adjustnent first and if you ride
buses as | do and you | ook on the
streets and shop, you will notice
how many people are bringing their
reusabl e bags. Reusabl e bags
travel better. You can carry nore
bags even than the small plastic
thi ck ones or the paper bags and
they don't break.

And wor st-case scenari o,
you can inmagi ne working with a
paper bag in the rain. It just
doesn't work. So, yes, people who
have | ow i ncone are nore inclined
to use reusabl e bags than anyone
el se. Left unchanged, basically
the bill would have the | east
benefit to | owinconme people.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Are
there any ot her questions or
comments fromthe nmenbers of this
Comm ttee?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  1'd
li ke to thank everybody so far who

testified and appreciate their
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i nput on this. And obviously, |
don't knowif this will be the |ast
go-round as we do additiona
studi es and see how these bills
inpact. |'msure there will be
addi ti onal changes.

Also, if there is sonething
that they believe we as a Gty
should do to nake sure there is
addi tional equity involved, | am
happy to al so work on that. So
t hank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you, Council nmenber Squilla, on this
I nportant |egislation.

Heari ng no further
qguestions from nmenbers for this
panel, M. Golden, wll you please
call the third panel we have to
testify this nmorning on Bill No.
220364.

THE CLERK: Thank you,

M. Chair.
The next panel is Teea

Tynes, Sandra Cal houn and Ni ck
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Saunders.

M5. TYNES: (Mited).

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  You
may be on nute.

M5. TYNES: Good norning.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Good
nor ni ng.

M5. TYNES: Good norni ng
all. Thank you for having ne
today. Once agai n good norning.
Have you ever seen a video where an
octopus or jellyfish waps itself
around a person's face? Never
experienced that, but | have had a
pl astic bag blown into m ne and had
to peel it away. Speaking of peel,
have you ever slipped on a banana
peel or wet |eaves? 1've done both
and also |'ve slipped on a plastic
bag or three. Except on T.V. |'ve
never seen tunbl eweed tunbling
across a lonely road, but |'ve seen
the urban version of that, plastic
bags flow ng across the streets of

our fair city.
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My nane is Teea Tynes and |
live in the Fairhill section of
North Philadel phia. |'ma menber
of HACE Team NAS, a Nei ghbor hood
Advi sory Subconmmunity, of
nei ghbors, a comunity group of
active and concerned citizens and
Trash Acadeny, which educates
t hrough participatory research,

t eachi ngs and wor kshops and uses
ganes and public art as a disarm ng
point of entry to build canpai gns
that drive proactive transformation
of the waste streamto reduce its

I npact on people and specific

hi ghl y-i npact ed nei ghbor hoods here
i n Phil adel phia and the planet at

| ar ge.

| belong to these groups to
i nprove the environnent in ny
nei ghbor hood and beyond. Fairhill
I's Black and Brown and consi dered
poor and marginalized. Dunping and
litter unfortunately is a part of

|ife. Folks |Iike ne, ol der and
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femal e, are often left to clean up
the nmess which is physically and
mental |y tasking. Which trash am!|
going to find on ny sidewal k today
often enter ny thoughts. More

i kely than not, part of the trash
Is a plastic bag.

Havi ng participated in many
bl ock and nei ghbor hood cl ean- ups,
single use plastic bags nake up
quite a bit of the content. Seeing
| ess of them has been good but not
seeing themat all would be great.
Not only are the bags unsightly,
they al so harbor dirt, debris,

(i naudi bl e) and as nentioned before
are a safety hazard.

In ny opinion, the plastic
bag ban has been a very
envi ronnental | y sound deci si on.
However, after two years we can see
where the bag can be tweaked and be
better defined and inpl enented.
| mpl emrenting a bag fee woul d

| argely be a put-off to many
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consuners and woul d encourage nore
use of reusable bags. $0.15 is not
of | ot of noney, but you're |ess
likely to carelessly discard that
bag if you had to outright pay for
it if you decided to purchase it at
all.

Just think how a $0. 25
i ncrease has nmade a consuner's
purchase at Dollar Tree nore
del i berate and thoughtful. |
personal |y keep at | east one
reusabl e bag in ny backpack in case
of making a casual or unexpected
purchase. | have found that their
use frees up precious cabi net space
t hat woul d ot herw se be used to
house single use plastic bags and
frees my mnd on howto recycle an
item which is highly unrecycl abl e.

Keep your head up is
sonething |I'msure everyone has
heard and been told. | find it
difficult to do so. One, along

with other things in life, seeing
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illegal dunping and litter
indefinitely puts a danper on ny
spirit. Two, | have to | ook down
to mnd where | step. The argunent
that the single use plastic ban and
a bag fee are burdensone to
communities like mne is extrenely
insulting and obscures the real --
excuse ne, excuse the real burden.
My community has been forced to

adj ust to so nuch and sone of those

thi ngs are quite unpl easant and

unfair such as illegal dunping from
out si ders.

However, | don't see that
in the bag ban and bag fee. It's

t he one adjustnent we shoul d be
proud to get behind. 1It's not just
good for us but the planet at

| arge. Do you know what trash
abatenent is? |It's the act of
repeatedly cleaning up illega
dunping and litter. That is the
real burden. The burden is a

subsequent health, nental health
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and cleaning fromliving in
conditions that sinply would not be
accepted in other neighborhoods in
Phi | adel phi a.

|'"ve given you a tiny
gl i npse of how single use plastic
bags affects ny community, but
understand that globally it is far
worse than | have tine to express
to you at this tinme. Thank you so
much for 1istening.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you, Ms. Tynes.

I s Sandra avail abl e?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Is
Sandra Cal houn on the |ine?

M5. CALHOUN. Can you hear
nme? | can hear you

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Now,
we can. Good norning.

M5. CALHOUN: Good nor ni ng
to you and respectfully good
nmorning to you all. M nane is

Am nat a Sandra Cal houn. | live in
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t he Bel nont section of Phil adel phia
in the residential conmunity

nei ghbor hood. |' m speaki ng
profoundly in support of Bil

220364.

I ama | ong-term nmenber of
the Trash Acadeny for systemc
change. Trash Acadeny, we engage
in grassroots organizing. Wth
frontline comunities, we
col l ectively address environnent al
injustice of litter dunping and the
I npacts of consunption and
(i naudi bl e) waste stream so we can
take action together for solutions
at the system| evel.

I'"'malso the Director of
Sani tation and Environnent al
Programm ng for Centennial Parkside
CDC, Block Captain of the 1000
bl ock of Bel nont Avenue and an
envi ronnment al advocate. Upon
returning to West Phil adel phia in
2016, | wth a grave visual

observance saw a barrage of plastic
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bags daily and consistently
snot hering vacant |ots, index
curbsides to streets, dangling from
treetops on ny nei ghborhood bl ock.

Until this present day in
time, the sight of plastic bags
amasses this comunity that | live
i n and has becone extrenely intense
and overwhel mng to the degree of
obnoxious. It is so obnoxious |
have acquired an illness of EDD,
envi ronnent al distraught distress.
Due to being subjected to ongoing
pl astic bags on the streets
everywhere, alleys, illegal dunping
tires in lots, exterior of corner
stores and busi nesses, | surm se
t he burden of these plastic bags
lie to a large degree with the pap
stores that saturate and define
econom c-chal | enged comuni ti es.

I n one nei ghbor hood radi us
there is one poppy store on each
and every corner and the said

nmenti oned stores are open seven
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days a week for a m ni mum of 10
hours a day. |Imediate

nei ghbor hood, there are 12 papi
stores each providi ng two-neal

pl astic bags to each and every
customer served. The enormty of
the plastic bags present a critical
human health safety hazard to al
wel | - bei ngs al ong with inplenenting
plastic pollution into the
envi r onnment .

As di scussed in sone
circles, the plastic bag fee would
be an econom c chal |l enge for
| ow-i ncone communities, but let ne
tell you that statenment is a
fallacy. A fee placed on plastic
bags and/ or paper bags was served
t o change peopl e's behavi or
awakeni ng themto environnental
unconsci ousness, increasing the
I ngested plastic-1eaching
pollutants in the water that we
dri nk and bat he our bodies wth.

I want to in closing
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express that as the Director of
Sani tation and Environnent al
Cl eaning in West Philadel phia | am
cl eaning streets five days a week,
and the percentage of the plastic
bags that | gather by the end of
the week, 75 percent is the total
of the trash and litter that is
accunmul ated from cl eaning the
streets here in West Phil adel phi a.
That is a sin and a disgrace to the
Cty of Phil adel phi a.

It I's so enbarrassing for
me to even let friends and
associ ates conme into the area which
where | live. | amreally not
pl eased. |'m unhappy just | ooking
at these plastic bags all over the
pl ace, not just in West
Phi | adel phia, in Center Cty and
ot her places that | visit, but a
| ack to zero when | go to East
Falls, Mount Airy, Chestnut HIl, |
see zero to one, if any. And here

in the i mmedi ate defined | owi ncone

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
12/ 06/ 2023

62

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

comunities, | found 1,000 percent
each and every day of plastic bags.
Wake up.

W need to really rid
ourselves of this situation. W
are contributing to the dem se of
the climate and the environnent.
Thank you very nuch. And |
appreciate you giving nme this
opportunity to speak.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you, Ms. Cal houn.

Ni ck Saunders wi Il be up.

MR. SAUNDERS: Yes. Good
nor ni ng.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Good
nor ni ng, Ni ck.

MR. SAUNDERS: Am | com ng
t hrough? Can you hear ne now?

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Yes.

MR. SAUNDERS: Good
nmor ni ng, Counci | nenbers and ot her
guests here. | appreciate this
opportunity to speak on behal f of

this amendnent to the plastic ban
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bill. M nane is N chol as
Saunders, N ck Saunders. | live in
t he Fairnmount section of

Phi | adel phia in a | arge condom ni um
with over 1,000 residents. CQur
condo has an active G een Task
Force consisting of staff and

resi dent nmenbers with experience
and expertise in environnental
topics fromrecycling, conposting
and ot her waste disposal policy and
practices to energy conservation
and use of reusable. W keep one
anot her infornmed about the news in
t hese various areas.

For several years -- oh,
yes, | want to nention this.
Furthernore, it's a group of nostly
ol der citizens. W have
grandchi I dren and even
great - grandchi |l dren whose future
environnments need to be protected
and, therefore, we've joined
together in nonpartisan fashion

where there are issues involving

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
12/ 06/ 2023

64

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

envi ronnental |egislation.

For several years | have
participated in the task force to
support Phil adel phia's ban on
pl astic bags in order to
significantly reduce litter and
probl ens those pl astic bags have
caused in recycling. In Decenber
of 2019, we cane to Cty Hall to
denonstrate our support for the
pl astic bag ban bill, including
pl acing a fee on any check-out bags
that would be alternatives when the
City ban the plastic ones. W knew
then that the ban would be much
nore successful if vendors al so
charged a fee to support the
provi sion or their provision of
substitute nonpl astic check-out
bags.

That support would
encour age vendors to purchase
nonpl asti ¢ check-out bags which are
nore expensive than the throw away

pl astic ones. It nakes sense al so
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to have a legislation that sets a
mninmumfee in order that there be
a level-playing field for vendors,
and so that custoners would realize
that the bags are not free in the
true sense of the word.

We believe also that a fee
woul d notivate custoners to use
their own reusable bags in order to
save noney. That woul d reduce
litter and will generally reduce
pol |l uting waste di sposal caused by
incineration and landfills. In the
meanti ne we have seen sone
reduction in vendors' provision of
pl asti c bags and sone increase in
custonmers use of reusabl e bags, but
it's been mnor in our view And
sonme of us believe it nay be even
slipping. So we are happy to
testify for this anmended bill with
its $0.15 m ni num f ee.

We're al so happy that this
anended version of the plastic bag

bill makes it quite clear what type
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of bags are banned. Wen | tal ked
with an owner of a local store, he
was under the inpression that the
heavi er-duty plastic bags in his
store provided a response to the
ban and that they did neet the
requi rements of the ban. That was
because the original ban had two
definitions of the banned bag, only
one of which would elimnate the
di sposal problem of the plastic
bag. The store's owner was sol d
the incorrect one by his supplier.
The store's owner thought that he
was conplying with the plastic bag
ban.

To concl ude, those of us in
the G een Task Force in ny condo
believe that this amendnent with
its mninmumfee and for the
nonpl asti ¢ bags and the
clarification of what is considered
a banned plastic bag will result in
a nmuch-i nproved nore effective

pl astic bag ban. W believe it
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will help level the playing field
for vendors and encourage |ess
litter and other problens that are
caused by the plastic check-out
bags. As consuners choose the
reusabl e option and have a nore
envi ronnental | y consci ous m ndset,
we see this anmendnent as a snal |
but inportant step into a
sust ai nabl e future for our
grandchil dren and ot hers. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Thank
you, M. Saunders, and thank you
panelists for your testinony.

Are there any questions or
comments from nmenbers of the
Commttee for this panel?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Hearing no further questions from
menbers of this panel, M. ol den,
will you please call the fourth
panel we have to testify this

norning on Bill No. 220364.
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THE CLERK: Panelists for
the fourth panel include Hillary
Baum f rom Phi | adel phi a Nei ghbor hood
Wor ks and Weavers Way Co-op; Adam
Nagel from Penn Future; Lindsay
Christinee fromSierra C ub
Sout heast ern Pennsyl vani a G oup,
and Alisa -- pardon ne for the
m spronunci ati on again --
Shar gor odsky from ECHO Syst ens.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Hllary, | think you' re up first.

M5. BAUM Can you see ne?

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Not
yet -- there we go.

M5. BAUM Ckay. Good
nor ni ng, Council nenbers. | am
Hillary Baum a resident of
Nor t hwest Phil adel phia. |'m here
representing two | ocal groups, the
Envi ronment Action Comm ttee of
Phi | adel phi a Nei ghbor hood Networ ks
and the Plastic Reduction Task
Force, a volunteer conmttee of

Weavers Way Food Co- op.
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W are famliar -- while we
provide free resources through our
newsl etter, the Philly Tal ks Trash
Quarterly, and we focus on single
use plastics food waste, litter and
dunping, we are famliar with
shortcom ngs of the current plastic
bag ban and have examned it with
menbers fromthe broader
envi ronnmental conmmunity and fully
support Bill No. 220364, the
proposed anendnent to the current
ban on single use plastic shopping
bags, we believe that the litter
generated by the ubiquity of
pl asti c shopping bags is
detrinmental to the well-being of
al I Phi |l adel phi a nei ghbor hoods and
nmust be significantly reduced by
efforts such as this Commttee.

The utilization of reusable
bags nust becone the goal. No
pl asti c or paper shoppi ng bags
shoul d be free of charge. [1'd like

to make three nore points: One,
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this anendnent |egislates a fee,
whi ch does not have to raise
prices. Not having a separate fee
for shopping bags increases the
price of groceries and other goods
for consuners and increases the
cost of doing business for the
retailer.

A $0. 15 fee at check-out
whi ch would go directly to the
retail er as proposed woul d
encourage retailers to keep the
cost of paper shopping bags and
ot her acceptable alternatives
separate fromthe price of their
goods w t hout necessitating related
rise in their prices. A legislated
fee would al so | evel the playing
field for groceries in alnost all
other retail establishnments and act
as a natural reinforcer as all
stores that have to charge for bags
at check-out. The existence of a
fee woul d encourage shoppers to

bring their own reusabl e bags,
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reduce the anount of plastic bags
on our streets and in our waterways
and hel p inprove the quality of
life for everyone, the end goal of
t hi s anmendnent.

My second point, this
anmendnent clarifies the | anguage
hel pi ng assure its effectiveness.
Wil e sonme plastic bag usage has
been reduced, the current bill
al l ows for | oophol es which danpen
its effectiveness. For exanple,
under the current bill's |anguage
whi ch only bans bags under 2.5 mls
thick, thicker plastic bags often
under the gui se of reusabl e have
repl aced thin ones and continue to
litter nei ghborhoods and pollute
our environnment. The anmendnent
renmoves this thickness stipulation
which w Il assure the ban applies
to all plastic shopping bags.

Addi tional inportant updated
definitions include plastic,

conpost abl e and reusabl e bags.
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Nunber three, this
amendnent encour ages reusabl e bags
over single use plastic bags and
ot her single use bags. Sw tching
fromplastic to paper shopping bags
is a step in the right direction
bei ng recycl abl e and conpost abl e
but not as environnental sound as
utilizing a sturdy reusable or
using no bag at all. Any single
use bag is one too many.

To have a sustai nabl e
future, we all need to choose bags
whi ch we can reuse. Single use
di sposal bags and other itens end
up in the landfills rel easing
climate, harm ng (inaudible) and in
our nei ghbor hoods despoiling
communities and in our waterways
damagi ng ecosystens or burned in
i ncinerators polluting the air of
the comunities around them

You' ve heard the expression
t hi nk outside the box. W think

it's tine to think outside the
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single use bag. Please vote to
support Bill No. 220364 what we
like to call the bring your own bag
bill. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Wl |,
t hank you for your testinony.

M. Adam Nagel .

MR. NACEL: Thank you,
Counci | mrenber Driscoll. Good
nmorni ng and thank you for the
opportunity to speak here today.
My nanme i s Adam Nagel and | serve
as Director of Governnent Affairs
with Penn Future and | greatly
appreciate the opportunity to
provi de testinony regarding Bil
No. 220364.

Penn Future is a statew de
envi ronnment al advocacy nonprofit
and the main focus of our work is
to i nprove and protect water
resources and water quality across
Pennsyl vania with particul ar
enphasi s on the Del aware River

Basi n and Phi |l adel phia through
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public outreach, education,
advocacy and litigation.

Penn Future strongly
supports Bill No. 220364 as we
believe that it is a critical next
step inthe Cty's efforts to
significantly reduce our reliance
on single use plastics and build on
the foundation laid by the City's
original ban on these itens in
20109.

Prior to Philadel phia's
original ban, estimates show t hat
the Gty used well over 1 billion
pl astic bags a year, which litter
our streets and clog our waterways.
Plastic litter in our water is a
nmassi ve probl em and pl astic bags
remain a significant challenge to
this day. |In one year 44 tons of
trash were renoved by the
Phi | adel phi a Water Departnent from
a 32-mle stretch of the Schuyl kil
and Del aware Rivers. 66 percent of

that trash was plastic litter
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The Schuyl kill and Del awar e
Ri vers are precious resources and
serve as the lifebl ood of the
Phi | adel phia region. Qite sinply,
the status quo i s nonsustai nabl e.
According to the Pennsyl vani a
Departnent of Environnental
Protections 2022 Integrated Water
Qual ity Report, Phil adel phia has a
hi gher percentage of polluted
creeks and streans than any ot her
county in Pennsyl vani a.

Nearly 97 percent of
Phi | adel phi a streans are consi dered
inpaired. This is due in |arge
part of the inpact of stormater
runof f which is generated fromrain
and snow nelt that flows over |and
or inpervious surfaces such as
(i naudi bl e) parking | ots and
bui | di ng rooftops and does not soak
into the ground.

Oten stormnvater runoff can
pi ck up and deposit harnfu

pollutants |li ke single use plastic
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bags. This can cause nunerous
probl ens for our water and for
residents. As the Water
Departnent's website states, single
use plastics can clog stormdrains,
I ncreasi ng problens |ike flooding
and pol |l ution.

Luckily, the Gty has
started to nake strides in reducing
the harnful inpacts of single use
pl astics on our water. The ban
passed in 2019 is helping to reduce
plastic pollution in our rivers,
creeks and streans. However, nore
nmust be done to effectively reduce
litter that clog stormdrains,
exacerbate fl oodi ng and pol | utes
our water. Bill No. 220364
provi des us with an opportunity to
do just that. Penn Future greatly
appreci ates Councilman Squilla's
tireless conmtnent to this issue
and we would ask for an affirmative
vote on Bill No. 220364. Thank you

again for the opportunity to speak
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t oday.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you, Adam Appreciate your
testi nony.

Qur third testifier would
be Lindsay. Are you avail able?

MS. CHRI STINEE: Yes, |I'm
her e.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Good
nor ni ng.

M5. CHRI STI NEE: Good
nmorni ng. Thank you,
Counci | menbers, |adies and
gentlenen. | would like to thank
the Gty of Philadel phia for having
me here today to discuss the topic
of a fee for the plastic bag ban.
My name is Lindsay Christinee. |'m
here to testify in support of Bill
No. 220364 as a del egate for the
grassroots environnent al
organi zation, the Sierra C ub.

As a Phil adel phi an and a
nother of a child in the public

school system |'malso here as a
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comuni ty nmenber concerned about
the environnental and health

i npacts of single use plastic. In
2019, | was one of the

Phi | adel phi ans exci ted and t hankf ul
to hear that our Cty had taken the
first step towards reducing single
use plastic waste.

However, | am concerned
about the current |anguage of the
bill and the lack of a fee that are
not yielding the positive inpact
that | believe a city like ours can
achi eve. Though progress has been
made to reduce litter fromthe
pl asti c bag ban, sone stores are
still using single use plastic bags
and the use of paper bags has
i ncreased. By changi ng the
| anguage of the bill to be nore
specific and in stating a fee,
retailers will have a clearer
under standi ng of what is a reusable
bag. Custoners of all economc

background wi |l have a stronger
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I ncentive to carry reusabl e bags.

|'ve done ny own
cal cul ations as a single-incone
househol d. Based on ny current
personal shopping habits, | see
close to $100 in grocery shopping
al one when | bring a reusabl e bag.
But reducing single use plastic
bags is nore than sinply saving
noney. Reducing the plastic
pollution crisis is inperative for
our City's infrastructure and the
heal th of our conmunities.

Prior to the ban,
Phi | adel phi ans were estimated to
use about 1 billion plastic bags
yearly. And the recent efficacy
study of the plastic ban, an
estimated 200 mllion plastic bags
were prevented within the first
year, while there was a 60 percent
i ncrease in use of paper bags.
That nmeans there are roughly 800
mllion plastic bags still in

circulation cl ogging our sewers,
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drains, polluting our streets,
wat er mai ns and they are having
detrinmental inpacts on | ower-incone
nei ghbor hoods, are plastic
accumul ates and i s incinerated.
Today Phi | adel phi a
I ncinerates an estinmated 50 percent
of its recycling. Reducing those
800 mllion single use plastic bags
will help protect our nost
vul nerabl e communities. Not only a
landfill and incineration use cost
this Gty with rates that have
steadily risen over the last 20
years, they are al so negatively
I npacting the health of our | owest
i ncome and environnental justice
conmuni ti es.
In Cctober of this year
Cty Council heard testinony from
Chester County residents urging
Phi | adel phia to stop sendi ng our
trash to their incinerator for its
citizen and to cut down on our

trash. I ncinerators as we know
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emt |ead, particulate matter and
mercury anong ot her pollutants.
But even if you don't live near an
I nci nerator doesn't nean that your
health isn't inpacted. It's
estimated that the Del aware River
dunps nore plastic pollution than
any other river in the U S.

It's estimated to be about
200, 000 pounds of plastic waste
into our oceans, but parts of that
waste stay behind. Mcroplastic,
tiny pieces of plastic, 5 mmin
| ength, break off fromlarger
plastic itens and are found in the
Del aware River. These toxic
particles contam nate our water
soil and our bodies. Nearly 17
mllion people get their drinking
water fromthe Del aware R ver
Basi n.

Col unbi a Uni versity
publ i shed a study in 2012 show ng
that children exposed to chem cal s

and plastic have an el evated risk
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of asthma. According to the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, 5.8 percent of children
in the U S has asthma. This rate
has nore than tripled for

Phi | adel phia children with an
asthma preval ence rate of 21
percent. In fact, Black and

Hi spanic children in Philadel phia
have four tinmes nore asthma-rel ated
hospitalizations in Phil adel phia
conpared to non-H spanic Wite
children. Although | amnot a
child, I'"'ma Black woman who |ives
i n Phil adel phia and have been
hospitalized with asthma wthin the
| ast year.

As you heard earlier, the
current bill has | oopholes. Over
the last year 1've seen this. |
have seen retailers, both | arge and
smal |, that have and have not
charged ne a fee. These fees have
ranged from $0. 15 to $0.25. That

shows ne that sonme retailers are
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ready for this change and sone are
transparent with their custoners of
what they are paying for. |'ve

al so seen grocers and retailers,
again large and small, continue to
pass out plastic bags.

Agai n as you've heard
earlier, changing the | anguage w ||
give retailers a clear
under st andi ng over what plastic
bags are and are not and what
reusabl e bags are. This wll
strengthen the ban to make it truly
effective in reducing plastic waste
and helping us elimnate the 800
mllion single use plastic bags
that are still in circulation,
ensuring that the plastic ban is a
truly effective step as the Gty of
Phi | adel phia work towards its
anbi ti ous goal of becom ng a zero
waste and litter-free city with no
waste entering landfills and
conventional incinerators by 2035.

The Sierra Cub, we strongly
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support Bill 220364. Thank you for
your tinme and hearing ny testinony
t oday.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Wwel |,
t hank you.

So that concludes the three
panelists, and thank all three of
you for your testinony.

Are there questions or
coments from nenbers of the
Commttee for this panel ?

THE CLERK: M. Chair, we
have one nore person on this panel.
Alisa is up next.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: (n,
okay. There we go.

MS. SHARGORODSKY: G eat.
Can you fol ks see ne?

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
(Nodded affirmatively).

M5. SHARGORODSKY:  Ckay.
Awesone. Good norning to the
menbers of this Council and nenbers
of the Commttee on Licenses &

I nspections. M nane is Alisa
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Shar gorodsky. |'mthe Founder and
Director of ECHO Systens. For
al nost a decade, our organization
has been commtted to grow ng the
| ocal reuse and waste reduction
novenent in food service in
Phi | adel phi a and the surroundi ng
areas. W build end-to-end systens
and we have circul ated tens of
t housands of containers keeping
them out of the waste stream
I'"'mal so a nenber of PR-3,
which is building a national reuse
standards with ANSI. And | also
sit on the Waste Reduction Plastic
Reducti on Task Force of Wavers
Way. |I'mhere to testify in
support of Bill No. 220364, which
proposes anendnents to Chapter
9-4900 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Prohibition of Use of
Certain Bags by Retail
Establ i shments. "
If done properly and with

speci al safeguards for |owincone
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sectors of our comunity, a

j udi ci ous $0. 15 charge for

nonpl astic bags will, in fact,

saf eguard establishnments from
pushi ng these fees onto their
customers by inflating the prices
of everyday necessities. This

$0. 15 fee can both buffer the cost
of nonplastic bags and al so in part
be all ocated towards securing an
ecol ogi cal restorative
infrastructure within our Cty.

San Francisco with its
visionary plastic bag ban w tnesses
a remarkabl e 72 percent reduction
of plastic bag litter on its
streets within one year. The
econom c inplications of such a
reduction is profound, within the
Cty saving an estimated 11 mllion
annually in clean-up costs.

Seattle hosted a 50 percent
decrease in plastic bag litter in
its city drains, preventing an

astoni shing 480 mllion plastic
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bags fromentering the waste stream
each year. This translated into
substantial financial savings of
approximately 3.6 mllion annual in
cl ean-up expenditures. | inmagine
our city would benefit fromthese
savi ngs and these funds could be
funnel ed t owards econom cal |l y-
di sadvant aged conmunities who face
i ncreasing nountain climate threats
which will only worsen as we nove
into the future.

| would like to also
mention within a national context,
Senat or Jeff Merkley of Oregon has
sponsored a series of hearings
where experts laid bare the
envi ronnmental and health i npacts of
plastic pollution. This is not
j ust about eyesores on our streets.
It's about the invisible threat
that seeps into our air, water and
food affecting us at all.

Plastic pollution is a

health crisis that demands our
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I medi ate attention. W sinply
cannot and shoul d not punp the
brakes but instead make our City as
I nhospitable as possible to single
use plastic in general. This wll
only help -- this will only be nade
possi ble if we consider the needs
of | owincone businesses in making
just transitions.

The fee is inportant in
encour agi ng reduction as our City
has al ready proven. Also to add, a
nore robust public education
canpai gn nust reach every corner of
Phi | adel phia, sonething that | do
not believe is currently happening.
It is not a luxury but a necessity.
We need to bring this information
to our schools, workplaces and
community centers, ensuring that
every citizen is aware of the
consequences of plastic consunption
and (inaudible) critical step
towards overall source reduction.

Only with true awareness of the
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threat can our community nake
I nformed conmi t nents.

Let us unite in the denmand
for conprehensive public education
initiative and that will enpower
t he urgency of reduci ng waste.
That's what we're tal king about
here. This is an urgent necessity
to nove forward. The reduction of
wast e (i naudi ble) our health and
ensures a cl eaner, healthier future
for future generations for all
Phi | adel phi ans. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify today. This
concludes ny testinony. |'m happy
to answer any questions.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Wl |,
t hank you for your testinony.

Are there any questions or
comments fromthe Menbers for any
of the panelists, the four that
j ust spoke?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Hearing no further questions from
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Menbers for this panel, are there
any other panels to testify? W
wll call wtnesses on Bill No.
230900.

THE CLERK: For the
Adm ni stration, we have Mudeline
Schuh, the Gty Energy Manager at
the O fice of Sustainability.

M5. SCHUH: Hello. Good
nmorni ng, Chair Driscoll and nenbers
of the Committee. M nane is
Madel i ne Schuh and | serve as the
Cty Energy Manager for the Gty of
Phi | adel phia and the O fice of
Sustai nability's Minicipal Energy
Ofice. I|I'mhere in support of
Bill No. 230900 sponsored by
Counci | nrenber Johnson, which
aut hori zes the purchase of
el ectricity, natural gas and
vehicle fuel for the City for its
facilities to be delivered through
Fi scal Year '27.

In 2010, Council authorized

the Gty to nake electricity
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purchases for Fiscal '11 through
Fiscal "14. 1In 2012, Counci
ext ended that authorization to
Fi scal Year 2015 and has conti nued
granting additional authorizations
I n subsequent years. Mayor Nutter
i ssued Executive Order 610,
creating an Electricity Supply
Advi sory Committee, the City
Council Commttee Chairs for
Transportation and Uilities,
Public Wrks and the Environnent or
their representatives serve on the
Commi tt ee.

The Electricity Supply
Advi sory Conmittee reviewed the
el ectricity purchasing strategy and
has been kept abreast of purchases.
The City's Municipality Energy
O fice serves as the primary
manager of the procurenent of
electricity, natural gas and
vehicle fuel for the General,
Avi ation and Water Funds.

The O fice' s energy
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procurenent work is guided by the
Cty's Muinicipality Energy Mster
Pl an and t hrough conversations with
the Gty's Finance Departnent,
Wat er Departnent and the
Phi | adel phia International Airport.
The Munici pal Energy O fice strives
for the Gity's energy procurenent
to be I ow cost, to provide budgets
of certainty and to have
transparent pricing and to do so by
I ncreasi ngly using clean and
renewabl e energy.

The City governnent's
el ectricity costs are significant
and costs are all Cty funds,
General, Aviation and Water Funds
average to approximately 55 mllion
over the previous three fisca
years. The cost of the General
Fund including street Iighting and
signals for Fiscal '23 was
approximately 36 mllion. In
Fi scal Year '23 costs were higher

due to energy market disruptions
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because of the war in Ukrai ne.

The electricity supply of
the total bill is about two-thirds
of the total electricity costs.
The Gty has successfully managed
supply costs by purchasing in the
whol esal e el ectricity market and
staggering purchases to limt the
ri sk of paying a prem um for
el ectricity.

The proposed ordi nance
woul d aut horize the Cty to nake
agreenents for delivery of
electricity in Fiscal '27 through a
state-regul ated |icense service
provider. The Gty's |license
servi ce provider was sel ected
t hrough a conpetitive process and
acts as the Gty's agent naking
purchases in the regi onal
el ectricity marketpl ace.

In addition to electricity
pur chases, the City purchases
natural gas and vehicle fuel from

the conpetitive market for its
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| argest buil di ngs and accounts.
The City's interruptible natura
gas accounts are those that can
swtch fromnatural gas to an
alternative fuel whenever
Phi | adel phi a Gas Wor ks announces a
tenporary curtail nent of gas
service. The largest Cty
bui | di ngs have accounts that
qualify for access to the
conpetitive market for natural gas
supply.

PGWis inpartial of the
City's approach to procurenent as
it is primarily conpensated for
delivery and distribution services
of natural gas, not for its supply.
The City governnment's conpetitively
pur chased natural gas supply costs
are also significant and the cost
for all Gty funds, Ceneral,
Avi ation and Water were
approximately 6.9 mllion in Fiscal
'23. The costs to the CGeneral Fund

of Fiscal '23 was approxi mately 1.9
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mllion.

The City governnent's
vehicle fuel costs are also
significant and the costs for all
three funds, Ceneral, Aviation and
Water were approximtely 15.6
mllion in Fiscal Year '23. The
costs for the General Fund for
Fiscal '23 was 12.5 mllion. For
vehicle fuel, the Cty nakes
st aggered purchases in the
whol esal e vehicl e fuel market
providing the Gty w th budget
stability.

The proposed ordi nance
woul d al so authorize the Cty to
make agreenents for delivery of
natural gas and vehicle fuel
t hrough Fiscal Year '27 with state-
and federally-licensed providers.
The current providers were selected
t hrough a conpetitive process and
act as the City's agents in making
purchases in the energy narkets.

Bui | di ng on a strong and
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grow ng relationship with the

Phi | adel phi a Energy Authority, the
ordi nance i ncludes a provision that
requires the Admnistration to
informa designated representative
of PEA of the Gty's intent to nake
t he purchases and consi der the
tinmely advice provided by the PEA
on purchases.

In closing, | anticipate
that this procurenent approach wll
continue to lower the Gty's
el ectricity, natural gas and
vehicle fuel bills, all while
protecting the City frompotentia
escal ation in the energy prices
over the next several years. It
will contribute to conpetitive
pri ces and budget certainty for the
Cty' s utility. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify today and
|'d be happy to answer any
guesti ons you may have.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Thank

you, Madeline, for your testinony.
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Are there any questions or
coments from nenbers of the
Conmttee for Madeline?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Ckay.
So hearing no further questions
from Menbers, we wll take a brief
break to connect nenbers of the
public that wish to testify on the
resol ution before the Commttee
t oday.

THE CLERK: Thank you,

M. Chair. And we are all set to
go to proceed to the next page with
cal ling nenbers of the public.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Ckay.
Pl ease call the public commenter we
have to testify this norning on the
bill before the Commttee today.

THE CLERK: Today to
testify on Bill 230653 we have
M chael MG aw.

MR. McGRAW PHCC, this is
M ke. Hello?

THE CLERK: M. MG aw, we
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can hear you. Please proceed with
your testinony and state your nane
for the record.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: M. MG aw, are
you t here?

MR McGRAW Yes. Can you
hear ne?

THE CLERK: Yes. Pl ease
state your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

MR. McGRAW Thank you.

Hel | o, Chairman Driscoll, nenbers
of the Council and representatives
of Licenses & Inspections. M nane
Is Mchael McGaw. |'mthe
Executive Director of the

Pennsyl vani a Pl unbi ng heati ng
Cooling Contractors Associ ati on.
I"d like to thank you for the
opportunity to provide nmy comments
on Bill No. 230653 today. And I'lI
be brief.

After reading this bill and

viewing its content with sone of ny
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nenbers, we all agree that this
bill makes sense with the proposed
addi tions and deletions for a few
reasons: Nunber one, the | anguage
changes clearly defines the

i nclusion of all persons regardl ess
of how they identify thensel ves.
The pl unbi ng changes and
definitions uphold the safety of
the citizens and businesses in the
City of Phil adel phi a.

The pl unbi ng notto across
the country for over 140 years has
been the plunber protects the
health of the nation. Until 2018
there's been only a few changes to
the Gty of Philadel phia's Plunbing
Code. These new changes prove that
the Gty of Philadel phiais
commtted to keeping their Plunbing
Code current with proposed changes
as- needed.

Lastly, the bill definitely
adds clarity to the existing code

and for these reasons on behal f of
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t he Pennsyl vani a PHCC, we support
Bill No. 230653 as witten. And |
thank you for allowing ne to
provi de these coments today.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Wwel |,
t hank you.

THE CLERK: M. Chair,
there are no other nenbers of the
public wishing to testify on any
bills before the Conmttee today.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: M. Chair, can
you pl ease proceed to the next
session and go into the public
neeti ng.

(No response.)

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT: It
| ooks |i ke the Council nmenber m ght
have been di sconnect ed.

THE CLERK: (kay.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Here
we go. Am | back on?

THE CLERK: Yeah, we can
hear you now.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Ckay.
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So this concludes the public
hearing of the Commttee. W wl|
now go into a public neeting to
consi der the action to be taken on
the bills before this Committee
today. We will now convene the
public neeting.

M. CGolden, will you please
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance wl |
pl ease i ndicate that you are
present when your nane is call ed.
Al so, please say a few brief words
when respondi ng so that your i nage
wi Il be displayed on screen when
you speak.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Johnson.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Good nor ni ng,

M. Chair. Good norning,

col | eagues. | am present.
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THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

M. Chairman and nenbers of the
Commttee, viewing public, | am
present .

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Vaughn.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Morning, M. Chair and col | eagues.
Present .

THE CLERK: Chair Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber G | nore Richardson
for a notion on the amendnment to
Bill No. 230653.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. Chai r man.

| offer an anendnent to
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Bill No. 230653. A copy of the
amendnment has been circulated to
all nmenbers of the Commttee. |
nove that the anendnent to Bill No.
230653 be approved.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: The
Chair notes that Council nenber
Jones seconds the notion. It has
been noved and properly seconded
that the anmendnent to Bill No.
230653 be approved.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: The
ayes have it. The notion carries
and the anmendnent to Bill No.
230653 has been approved.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber G | nore Richardson

for a nmotion on Bill No. 230653 as
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amended.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

RI CHARDSON: Thank you, M. Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
230653 as anended be reported from
this Commttee wwth a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
reading of this bill at our next
session of Council.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | mrenber Jones seconds the
nmot i on.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
230653 as anended be reported from
this Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of

Counci | .
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Al'l those in favor of the

notion will signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Those

opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | nrenber G I nore Richardson
for a notion on the anmendnent to
Bill No. 220364.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. Chairman.

| offer an anendnent to
Bill No. 220364. A copy of the
amendnment has been circulated to
menbers of the Commttee. | nove
that the anmendnent to Bill No.
220364 be approved.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: The
Chair notes for the record that

Counci | mrenber Jones seconds the
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notion. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
amendnent to Bill No. 220364 be
approved.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: The
ayes have it and the notion
carries, and the amendnment to Bill
No. 220364 has been approved.

Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber G I nore Ri chardson
for a notion on Bill No. 220364 as
amended.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. Chairman.

| nove that Bill No. 220364
as anended be reported fromthis
Committee with a favorable

recommendati on and further nove
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that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
reading of this bill at our next
sessi on of Council.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: The
Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Jones seconds the
noti on.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
220364 as anended be reported from
this Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci I .

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  The
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ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber G I nore Ri chardson
for a notion on Bill No. 230900 as
amended.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. Chai r man.

| nove that Bill No. 230900
be reported fromthis Comrittee
with a favorable recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended as to permt
first reading of this bill at our
next session of Council.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Chair
notes for the record that
Counci | renber Jones seconds the
not i on.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
230900 be reported fromthis

Commttee with a favorabl e
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reconmendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci I .

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Those

opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

Thi s concl udes the business
before the Comm ttee on Licenses &
| nspecti on today.

M. CGolden, is there any
ot her --

THE CLERK: M. Chair, we
are all set.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Wl |,
t hank you all very nuch for your
at t endance.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank

you, M. Chairnan.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. Chai r man.

(Conmittee on Licenses and
| nspections concl uded at

11:39 a.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evidence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken by
me in the foregoing natter, and that this is

a correct transcript of the sane.

__Q_Xb____w\__g_@Mu

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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