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COUNCIL OF THE G TY OF PH LADELPH A
STATED MEETI NG

Room 400, City Hall

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a
February 26, 2026

10: 00 a. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCI LWOVAN NI NA AHVAD

COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS

COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROCKS
COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL
COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER
COUNCI LMAN JI M HARRI TY

COUNCI LMAN CURTI S J. JONES, JR
COUNCI LWOVAN RUE LANDAU

COUNCI LWOVAN QUETCY M LOZADA
COUNCI LMAN BRI AN J. O NEILL
COUNCI LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE
COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS
COUNCI LMAN MARK SQUI LLA

COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS

COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG, JR

ELI ZABETH McCOLLUM NAZARI O, CHI EF CLERK
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2/ 26/ 26 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Al visitors, please
retire outside the rails. Please
take all conversations outside of
t he Council chanbers. | note that
the hour has cone and that a quorum
of this Council is present. Before
proceeding, | wll ask all those
present to please set your cell
phones to silent and/or vibrate.

To give our invocation
this norning, the Chair recognizes
Rev. Dr. Valerie Andrews, Pastor of
the Eternal Life M ssionary Bapti st
Church in Sout hwest Phil adel phi a.
She is here today as guest of
Maj ority Wi p Council nenber | sai ah
Thomas. | will ask all nenbers and
guests to please rise.

(Counci | renbers, guests
and visitors rise.)

REV. DR. ANDREWS5: Let's

pray. W're conmanded in scripture
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to pray for those who have
authority, for those who | ead us,
that they may live quiet and
peaceful lives and live with
integrity, gracious Cod.

Qur Father, we cone
before you this norning in the
preci ous nanme of Jesus, thanking
you Lord for this Gty Council,
prayi ng God even right now that you
woul d nove by your spirit.
Thanki ng you, oh God, for our
presence. Lord, asking, Lord,
right now that you would touch in
such a special way that, Lord, even
when deci sions are being nade that
this Council wll look to you.

We recogni ze that every
| ast one of them Council nmen and
Counci | wonen are concerned about
the affairs of this city. And so,
we pray even now that as things

conme to the table, that though they
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may agree, that they may be able to
al so disagree in love. W ask for
wi sdom di scernnent. But, God,
give them a heart of conpassion.

We pray for nercy. W
ask, God, that they wll see beyond
what they see and that, Lord, when
they don't understand, that they
woul d seek your divine will. W
ask, God, that you bl ess every
staff person that works for the
Counci | people. That, Lord, you
woul d touch themin the nane of
Jesus, that, God, you woul d neet
t hem where they are.

We pray for every hone
that is represented here today.
God, | don't know what's goi ng on,
but you know we thank you for the
Cty of Philadel phia, the Gty of
Sisterly and Brotherly Affection.
But, Lord, we just ask that all

that they do wll again glorify
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your nane. And when they glorify
your nanme, the people wll be

bl essed.

Take care of every
househol d that is here. Sone nay
be sick in body, sone nmay be sick
in their mnd, some may be sick in
their spirit. But, Lord, you are a
heal er and you are a deliverer. So
nmove by your spirit as only you can
do. W say thank you for what is
going to happen in 2026. W give
you gl ory even now because we're
expecting you to do a great thing
in the Gty of Philadel phia.

Have t hi ne own way, God.
We ask that you would undergird the
Counci | mren and wonen, God, in such
a way that they will have running
in their feet, clapping in their
hands, giving you glory and honor
inall that they say and in all

that they do. At the end of the
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day we want you to say, Lord, well
done, thou good and faithful
servant.

So, Lord, bless these
your people as only you can. W
pray this in the nane of Jesus, |et
our hearts say Anen.

(Amen. )

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Pastor for the invocation.

Council will now be at
ease.

(Counci | at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The next order of
busi ness is the Approval of the
Journal of the neeting of Thursday,
February 19, 2026.

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Deputy Wi p Counci | nenber
C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
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Thank you, M. President.

| nove the Journal of
the neeting of Thursday, February
19, 2026 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journal
of the neeting of Thursday,
February 19, 2026 stand approved.

Al in favor indicate by
sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
Journal is approved.

The next order of
busi ness i s requests for |eave of
absence. And the Chair recognizes

Maj ority Whi p Council nenber | sai ah
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Thomas.

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS:  Good
nmor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, col |l eagues, and thank you.

Counci | President, on
behal f of the Majority, |eave of
absence is requested from
Counci | menber G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Counci | menber. Leave w il be
gr ant ed.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you. On behalf of the
M nority, there are no requests for
| eaves of absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair thanks the
Counci | woman.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber | saiah Thomas for a
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notion concerning certain
| egi slative matters that may arise
during the course of today's
session of Council and that were
not listed on the Cal endar
circulated prior to today's Counci l
sessi on.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Agai n, thank you, Council
Presi dent.

| nove that any of the
followng matters, if considered
t oday, may be added to the agenda
for this session of Council and, as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda
after the consideration of those
matters: resol utions authorizing
heari ngs, anmendnents to bills on
first reading, the reconsideration
of a bill vetoed by or re-called
fromthe Mayor, anendnents to bills

that were re-called fromthe Mayor,
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resol utions taking substantive
action to be voted on in this
session, a notion to wthdraw a

bill or resolution that is not on
the cal endar, and a notion pl acing
a bill or resolution on or
returning a bill or resolution from
t he Suspensi on Cal endar that is not
listed on today's Cal endar.

The purpose of this
notion is to provide the public
with notice concerning possible
actions by Council that arose too
| ate to be included on the Cal endar
that was not published prior to
t oday' s session.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
| egi sl ative matters stated by
Counci | menber Majority Whip |saiah

Thomas nay be added to the agenda
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for today should those matters
arise during the course of this
session of Council.

Al in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
notion carri es.

The Chair w |l dispense
with the regul ar order of business
to recogni ze the guests and
visitors joining us in chanbers
this norning. On behalf of all
menbers of Gty Council, | welcone
you to our Council session. W
appreci ate your taking the tine to
join us as we attend to the
| egi sl ative affairs of our great

city. W certainly invite youto
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cone again.

The Chair at this tine
acknow edges Counci | nenber Quetcy
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

|'d ask that the chanber
pl ease join ne in wel com ng and
congratul ating the team and
coaches, famlies and supporters of
the Snedl ey Bulldogs Blitz
cheerl eaders. Pl ease stand up.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: W
are proud to honor the Snedl ey
cheerl eaders as the first
Phi | adel phia public el enentary
school to conpete at the Universal
Cheer| eaders Associ ation Nationals
in Florida. This team of 22
dedi cat ed cheerl eaders exenplify
extraordi nary conm t nent,

per severance, teamawork and
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excel |l ence. They have trained
t hrough countl ess hours of practice
and prepared, pronoting the school
spirit and making their school,
their famlies and their city
super, super proud. Thank you so
much, Snedley. Congratulations to
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  The Chair at this tine
recogni zes Council nenber Dr. N na
Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you, Council President.

W have amazi ng guests
in the chanber today. And it is ny
honor to wel cone the Phil adel phia
Orchestra President Ryan Fleur and
Chief Culture and People Oficer
Doris Parent, as | present a
citation recognizing its 125th

anni versary. You know, first-class
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city, first-class orchestra.

As Vice-Chair of G obal
Qpportunities and Creative Econony,
| am proud to honor an institution
t hat hel ps define Phil adel phia's
cultural excellence. So Ryan Fl eur
and Doris Parent -- where is she,
somewhere --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Pl ease st and.
Congr at ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD: |
al so recognize wth nuch pl easure,
Angel o Perryman and hi s daughter
Angelina Perryman for the | egacy of
Perryman Buil di ng and Construction
and its lasting inpact on
Phi | adel phia. Under Angelo's
| eadership, the firmhas delivered
nmore than 1000 projects. And on
February 9, 2026 he was el ect ed,

underscore el ected, by nenbers of
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the General Building Contractors
Associ ation to becone the Chairnman
of the Board. This is the first
time we have an African Anerican
man | eadi ng this organi zation. So
congratul ati ons and thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Dr. N na
Ahmad.

| just want to note for
the record that the Orchestra
resides in the 2nd Council manic
District on the Avenue of the Arts.

The Chair at this tine
recogni zes Counci | nenber
Dr. Anthony Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

| just wanted to briefly

wel come sonmeone who we're going to
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be honoring next nonth. Let's
wel come one of our newest Chief
| nspectors of the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a, Chief |nspector
Ni cholas Smth is here with us
today. And we're so proud of the
wor k that he has done in the
Nor t hwest secti on.

W were sad, a lot of us
are, our neighbors in the
Nort hwest, to see soneone who
understood at its core the
I nportance of comunity bondi ng
with | aw enforcenent and being
responsive. He's a |eader anong
| eaders when it cones to
Phi | adel phia Police Departnent. He
Is not only just a hard-working
prof essional, but he is genuine and
he's been able to really resolve a
| ot of issues in our nei ghborhoods
in Northwest. So, Phil adel phia,

| et's cel ebrate one of our best
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| eaders and when we cel ebrate him
nore next nonth, Chief |nspector
Ni chol as Sm t h.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you. Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch,
Dr. Phillips.

The Chair now recogni zes
Majority Whi p Council nenber | sai ah
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: CGood
nor ni ng, Council President.

Happy Bl ack Hi story
Mont h. For those who don't know,
our office has been in the position
to have a | ot of phenonenal interns
this nonth and sone of them are
going to be leaving us pretty soon.
So I wanted to take a nonent, we
have 11 interns in our office.
They're in the bal cony area.
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Can all of you guys
pl ease stand up. Gve thema round
of appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:
They' ve been working very hard all
nmont h. Thank you for the work
you' ve been doing in Gty Council.
We have interns from Tenpl e,
Drexel, Prep Charter, Sankofa
Freedom Acadeny and t he
Commonweal t h.

Thank you, Counci l
Presi dent.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: And
thank you all for the great work
that you all are doing.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

Chai r Recogni zes
M nority Council menber Kendra

Br ooks.
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COUNCI LWOMAN BROOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

| decided since
everybody is doing their honor, |
want to nake sure that | represent
the Bl ack Farnmers com ng out of
your district.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Pl ease st and.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOMAN BROOKS:
Carol Simmons, Nyoca Carr, Estelle
Vaughn, Pela MFee, Carol Booker
and in honor of Ms. Wnnie Harris.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOMAN BROOKS:
These wonen and fol ks work really
hard to keep farm ng and
agriculture live in Southwest
Philly, and I just wanted to honor
themin the spirit of Black Hi story
Mont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: Wl cone to Gty Council.

Chair acknow edges
Majority Deputy Wi p Counci |l menber
Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| just wanted to, well,
say a couple of things. The first,
| want to add on to I nspector Chief
| nspector Nick Smth, who has just
been just wonderful to work with in
the Northwest. Congratul ations on
your very well-deserved pronotion
t oday.

|'"'malso proud to
wel cone t he Chanpi onshi p boys
basket bal | team of Inhotep Charter
H gh School join us alongside their
Athletic Director Kevin Norris.
WIIl these young nen pl ease stand?

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: And

| think that they may be in the
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bal cony there. The | nmhotep
Pant her s have made Phil adel phi a
hi story capturing their sixth
consecutive Public League
chanpi onshi p t hrough di sci pline,
resilience and true teammork. If
you had all watched the gane | ast
week agai nst West Phil adel phi a
Hi gh, Council woman Gaut hi er, you
know it was a very exciting gane
down to the |ast m nute.

We're introducing a
resolution today to comend these
out standi ng student athletes, their
coaches and their famlies for
representing our city with pride
and distinction. Please join us
again in congratulating the I nmhotep
Charter Panthers on their big w n.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That's six?

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  Si x.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  Si x consecuti ve
chanpi onshi ps?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Si x
consecutive. And | have to say, it
was very bold of ny coll eague
Counci | woman Gauthier to offer a
wager based on |Inmhotep's inpressive
hi story and reputation and work
over the years. And so, we | ook
forward to her paying up on those
cheesest eaks or whatever we're
getting, food, from her office.

So thanks, Council
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You're wel cone. That's
what ' s up.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

M. President, can | al so nmake
mention --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Absolutely. Chair
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recogni zes Counci | mrenber Ci ndy
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

Today we al so have
Pastor C enent Lupton, who we're
recogni zi ng as sonmeone who has been
hol di ng down the North Phil adel phi a
Logan area for many, many years, if
he woul d stand, representing
Bel oved St. John Church.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: Many
of you may renenber it as the
church across from Sid Booker's.
We'll put it in that context.

So thank you,

M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very much.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
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you so much, M. President.

| want to recognize | ast
but not |east, sone students,
schol ars and staff that are com ng
in fromthe Jack M Barrack Hebrew
Acadeny, who have graced us today.
One of the adm nistrators there
happens to be the better half of
Josh Cohen, ny Chief of Staff. Can
we wel cone the student and faculty?

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Welcome. |1'd like to do
a soft handoff to Rue Landau so it
doesn't | ook |ike nepotism

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
Good norni ng, everybody. | just
wanted to recognize our Gty
Representative Jazell e Jones, who's
in the house, and also Kathryn Ot
Lovell, the head of the Philly
Visitor Center.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: Can y'all let nme do ny
] ob.

At this time, 1'll take
a nmonent of personal privilege to
acknow edge that Philadel phia Cty
Counci|l has partnered wth
Phi | adel phia Visitor Center
Cor poration and Phil adel phi a250 to
present a special preview of the
Cty's Sem quincential (sic),
sonething like that, celebrations
in this chanbers -- and we're
t al ki ng about schools now -- as you
can see by the display near the
media platform W' ve been | oaned
to 2 of the over 20 Bells across
Pennsyl vania, replica Liberty Bells
that will soon grace our Cty's
nei ghbor hood corridors and
| andmar ks.

One of the bells is very
special to ne because it conmes from

Poi nt Breeze within the 2nd
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Councilmanic District. The Bell
entitled The Promse OF Wat's To
Cone, was designed by artist Synone
Salib in partnership wth Point
Breeze Busi ness Associ ation and

G eater Phil adel phia Community

Al li ance.

The second bell wll
likely be the first bell that
visitors to our great city wll see
when they visit this summer, as it
will be placed in the Phil adel phia
Visitor Center on |ndependence
Mall. It's fittingly titled, W
The Peopl e, and was painted by
artist Tara Jacoby in partnership
with Visit Philadel phia.

| would like to
acknow edge Kathryn Ot Lovell, CEO
of the Phil adel phia Visitor Center
Corporation for |oaning us these
bells for this special preview and

for all the work that Phil adel phia
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Visitor Center and Phil adel phi a250
are doing to prepare for the

Nei ghbor hood Center Peopl e Focus
2026 cel ebrati ons.

|'d also like to ask to
join her at the podiumGCty
Representative Jazell e Jones and
al so M chael Newmuis as well.

Pl ease stand with her.

(Appl ause.)

M5. OIT LOVELL: Thank
you so much to Council President
and to all of you on Gty Council
for your incredible support of our
Sem qui ncent enni al cel ebrati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: | was going to run that
back and just say it. | just
spelled it out.

M5. OTT LOVELL: The
250t h anniversary of the birth of
our country. | want to start by

t hanki ng Mayor Cherell e Parker, who
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had an extraordi nary vision for
what our cel ebration can and shoul d
be, not just for all of the
visitors that we anticipate com ng
to Phil adel phia, but for our
residents and everybody who |ives
and wor ks and plays in our
nei ghbor hoods. So a huge thank you
to Mayor Parker for not just having
the vision, but putting the funding
behi nd the vision to nake all of
this incredi ble work possi bl e.

| al so want to thank
Chi ef Deputy Mayor Vanessa Garrett
Harl ey, our City Representative
Jazel l e Jones and O fice of Speci al
Events Director, and our 2026
Director M chael Newnui s.
Phi | adel phi a250 i s an organi zati on
that's been around for quite a
while. |'ve been involved with
this organi zation for the past

year. The work that we're doing is
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hand-i n-hand with our partners in
the city as well as conmmunities
across the city.

W know that there w |
be cel ebrations that happen in the
hi storic district of Philadel phia.
W know there wll be cel ebrations
t hat happen at the Sports Conpl ex
with the World Cup and Maj or League
Basebal | Al Star Gane. W know
that there will be cel ebrations
t hat happen al ong the Parkway and
up at Lenon HilIl. Qur job at
Phi | adel phi a250 is to ensure that
t hose cel ebrations pour out into
every nei ghborhood and every zip
code of our city. And we're doing
that in large part in partnership
wi th community nenbers.

These bells that are
here today and will grace Gty
Council for the near future wll

soon go out into nei ghborhoods,
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along with 25 other bells now It
keeps grow ng. There's so nany
bells around the city. And what
these bells represent is not just
our |iberty and our freedomas a
country, they represent the hopes
and dreans and aspirations and
traditions and histories and
cultures of the comunities that
co-created themw th artists from
the Mural Arts program

It has been an amazi ng
project. And | want to acknow edge
certainly Mural Arts, Anerica 250
PA, our state conmm ssion that has
these bells all over the
Commonweal th. Over 100 bells w |
grace other counties throughout the
Commonweal t h.

| also want to thank the
School District of Phil adel phia,
who has | ent us the space to paint

t hese bells and to do a | ot of our

Page 30

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R, R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

2/ 26/ 26 - STATED - PRESENTATI ONS

prograns, a free warehouse where
we're doing a | ot of our work
behi nd the scenes for
Phi | adel phi a250. And | believe the
head of the Point Breeze Business
Associ ation, Jamar Bordly is here
with us today. | want to thank
Jamar for his and his comunity's
work on making this bell really
beautiful. So thank you so nuch.

(Appl ause.)

M5. OTT LOVELL: There
Is so nmuch that is happeni ng behi nd
the scenes at Phil adel phi a250. Not
only do we have the Bells Across PA
project, but we also are planning
activations and beautification
projects across 20 commerci al
corridors throughout the city. So
you W Il soon see commenorative
benches and bi ke racks and massive
pl anters and street banners and

ot her beautifications that we have
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come to know as expectations in
Center City, but not in our

nei ghbor hoods. And you will soon
see those beautifications grace 20
di f ferent nei ghborhoods al ong 20
mai n streets throughout our city
over the next six weeks.

W will also be
anplifying events and festivals
t hat happen al ong those conmmer ci al
corridors, 20 of them and we w |
soon announce a list of events that
wi | I happen al ong those commerci al
corridors throughout 2026. In
addition to that, we are also
curating, mapping and scripting
nei ghbor hood tours.

We know t hat people w ||
want to visit the historic
district, but we want to take them
out to the real Phil adel phia. W
want themto get to know our city

when they visit here in 2026
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t hrough our nei ghborhoods. And so,
we are working hand-in-hand wth
community | eaders to curate 20

nei ghbor hood tours.

Every weekend of tourism
season in 2026 a different free
tour will go out to a different
nei ghbor hood t hr oughout
Phi | adel phia, from May t hrough
Oct ober of 2026. W are also
2026i fying the block party. W
wi |l 2026ify 250 bl ock parties
t hroughout the city in 2026. W
wi Il soon be announcing howto
participate in that program The
bl ock party is a beloved tradition,
and we just want to nmake sure that
everybody has the opportunity to
supersi ze their block party and
make it really special for this
nmonent ous year.

W al so have sone | egacy

projects that we're working on with
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our Wonen's commttee. There are
over 300 wonen who have joined a
Wnen's commttee for the 250t h.
One Legacy project is a partnership
with the Whnen's Qpportunity
Resource Center. [It's about
supporting wonen financi al
entrepreneurs through a pitch
conpetition that we'll be
announci ng soon in Muy.

And then the other is
the restoration and rei magi ni ng of
t he Bel nont Mansi on and Under gr ound
Rai | road Museum i n West Fairnount
Par k.

( Appl ause.)

MS. OIT LOVELL: This is
the only property in Fairnount Park
t hat has been | ed and stewarded by
three generations of African
Anmerican wonen. And our hope is to
make this a Legacy project for 2026

and to invest major, major capital
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resources and programmatic
resources to transformthis asset
and truly nake it the destination
that it so deserves to becone, not
just today, but into the future for
our city and for our parks. So
we're incredibly excited about that
project as well.

(Appl ause.)

MS. OFT LOVELL: Lastly,
about a year ago we introduced a
program cal | ed The Phanbassadors.
The Phanbassadors is an opportunity
for every Phil adel phian to join in
the work and the m ssion that we
have at the Phil adel phia Visitor
Center, which is to connect
visitors with the incredible
experi ences of Phil adel phia and
wi th authentic and nenorabl e
experiences and peopl e.

The Phanbassador program

is really just an opportunity for
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everyday Phil adel phians to sign a
pl edge, your undyi ng and
everl asting | ove for Phil adel phi a,
and to spread that love to
everybody you neet who visits our
city in 2026. Qur goal was to get
to 10, 000 Phanbassadors by the end
of 2026. W are nearing 9000
Phanbassadors, which is absolutely
amazi ng.

And this sumrer, we wll
i ntroduce a Youth Phanbassador
Program where we wi ||l enpl oy young
peopl e working with JEVS and Tenpl e
Uni versity, enploy young people to
wor k as Phanbassadors this sumrer,
be spread out across the city,
| earni ng how to greet people and
potentially pursuing careers in the
hospitality and the tourism
I ndustry beyond t hat.

None of this work would

be possible without the incredible
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staff of course at the City, the
Departnent of Comrerce. W have
been neeting weekly wth the
Comrer ce Departnent, many ot her
city departnents for al nost a year.
And | also want to thank our staff
at Phi | adel phi a250. El ka Battle
Murillo is the Vice-president for
2026 initiatives.

(Appl ause.)

M5. OIT LOVELL: Anot her
face that is no stranger to this
body is Patty Gllett, who is our
Director of Community Prograns and
all of the staff at Phil adel phi a250
and the Visitor Center. W are so
grateful to you and to each and
every one of you, Gty Council
| eaders. Thank you for your
extraordi nary support of this work.
It is going to be a banner year for
Phi | adel phia and one that will give

us incredi ble, incredible benefits
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for many years to cone. Thank you
so nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  And |'d be remss if |
didn't acknow edge our Council's
anbassador for all things 2026 for
t he Sem qui ncent enni al
acknow edgi ng Counci | nrenber | sai ah
Thonas.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch for
your | eadership on this topic.

Council will be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Menbers, we will take a
picture with the bell.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: At this tinme, the Chair
recogni zes Counci |l nenber Rue

Landau, who will present a
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resolution on ny behal f, honoring
and congratul ati ng Ni col e Cashman,
Founder and Chi ef Executive Oficer
of Cashman & Associ ates, on the
occasion of the firmis 25th
anni versary, and recogni zi ng her
remar kabl e contribution to the
busi ness comunity and cul tural
vitality of the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

Wul d Ni col e Cashnman and
t hose acconpanyi ng her please cone
to the podium Joining
Counci | menber Landau are the
foll ow ng Counci | nenbers:
Counci | menber Squil | a,
Counci | menber Lozada, Counci | menber
Jam e Gaut hi er, Council menber M ke
Driscoll, Council menber Kendra
Br ooks, Counci |l nenber O Rour ke and
Counci | menber Philli ps.

( Counci | renbers and

guests approached podi um)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  And |'ve known the work
that Ni col e Cashman has been doi ng
in the early stages of her starting
her firm and it has gone beyond
t he busi ness comunity, but nost
i nportantly, a focus on the
contributions to make our city
great.

Counci | menber Rue
Landau, the floor is yours.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
Good norning, everybody. This is a
resol ution honoring and
congratul ati ng Nicol e Cashman,
Founder and Chi ef Executive Oficer
of Cashman & Associ ates, on the
occasion of the firms 25th
anni versary, and recogni zi ng her
remar kabl e contribution to the
busi ness community and cul tural
vitality of the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.
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COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Wher eas, Phil adel phia native Nicole
Cashman began her career at Drexel
University, where she earned a
Bachel or of Science in Design and
Merchandising wwth a mnor in
Mar keting, while conpleting a co-op
internship at the flagship Saks
Fifth Avenue in New York Cty;

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
And wher eas, she bl ossoned in her
role as Public Relations Director
for Bl oom ngdal e's coordi nati ng
comruni cations and events for the
New York and Boston regions and was
recruited as Director of Public
Rel ati ons, Special Events and
Communi ty Engagenent for 28
Strawbridge's stores in
Pennsyl vani a, New Jersey and
Del awar e; and

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Wher eas, Nicol e founded her own
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Phi | adel phi a-based firm Cashman &
Associ ates, in 2001. Wat started
as a one-person startup has evol ved
over the past 25 years into a
hi ghl y-respect ed, woman-owned firm
wi th national recognition, serving
clients across different sectors,
i ncluding hospitality, retail,
touri sm and nonprofits; and

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Whereas, Ni cole Cashman's
entrepreneurial success has earned
her w despread recognition and
honors, including the Phil adel phia
Busi ness Journal's Wnen of
Di stinction Award, the Public
Rel ati ons Society of Anerica's
DeAnne White Award for | ndividual
Achi evenent, the Drexel University
Ranki n- Epstei n Di sti ngui shed Al ummi
Award, the CCPA Real Small Business
Award and recognition as a wonen-

owned busi ness | eader by the PHL
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Di versity and ot her regional
or gani zati ons; and

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Wher eas, beyond her professional
success, Ms. Cashman has
denonstrated a deeply personal
devotion to the City of
Phi | adel phi a t hrough sust ai ned
ci vic engagenent, including service
on nonprofit boards and advi sory
commttees, the provision of pro
bono and reduced-fee public
rel ati ons and marketing support to
arts, culture, health and community
organi zation, active participation
in citywide cultural and civic
initiatives; and a | ongstandi ng
commtnent to nentoring energing
pr of essional s and supporting
Phi | adel phi a- based institutions;
and

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE

Wher eas, her commtnent to
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Phi | adel phi a ext ends beyond
busi ness, reflecting a genuine
belief in giving back to the Gty
t hat shaped her career, nentoring
future | eaders, chanpioning | ocal
causes and contri buting her
expertise to initiatives that
st rengt hen nei ghbor hoods and
i nprove the quality of life for
Phi | adel phi ans; now, therefore, be
it

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Resol ved, by the Council of the
Gty of Phil adel phia, Honors and
congratul ates N col e Cashman,
Founder and Chi ef Executive Oficer
of Cashman & Associ ates, on the
firms 25th anniversary, and
recogni zes her remarkabl e
contributions to the business
community and the cultural vitality
of the City of Phil adel phi a;

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
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And be it Further Resolved, that an
Engrossed copy of this resolution
be presented to Nicole Cashman in
appreci ati on of her |eadership and
service to the Gty of

Phi | adel phia. Congratul ati ons.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Ni col e Cashman for remarks.

M5. CASHVAN. Wl |,
thank you, Gty Council. | am
beyond honored. | never dreaned
that 1'd be here 25 years | ater
with ny son and ny husband and ny
not her and ny right-hand Mchelle
Conran, who is ny Senior Vice-
presi dent and Chief of Staff, has
been with ne 13 years.

It has been a privilege
to be part of the growh of the
City of Philadelphia. 1t has been

a privilege to know Counci |
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Presi dent and to have himrecognize
nme earlier in ny career. It's a
privilege to be in the sane room as
City Representative Jazell e Jones,
who has been a nentor and friend
since day one and everyone on her
team and Kathryn Ot Lovell.

|' ve had such an amazi ng
run and |'mjust getting started. |
know it's inpossible to believe
that it's been 25 years, but it
has. And we are going to continue
to make this city what it needs to
be. W're going to continue to
shine a national light on all the
good things that we do, whether
it's health, education, comunity,
lifestyle, tourism hospitality,
all the things that make a city
great. So again, |I'mhunbled and |
appreci ate this beyond, beyond. So

t hank you.
(Appl ause.)

Page 46

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R, R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

2/ 26/ 26 - STATED - PRESENTATI ONS

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council will be at ease.

(Counci | at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: At this tine, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Jam e
Gauthier, who will present a
resol ution expressing support for
Jerone R chardson and our First
Amendnment rights in the face of
political persecution against
protesters by the Trunp
Adm ni stration. Wuld Jerone
Ri chardson and t hose acconpanyi ng
hi m pl ease join the Council nenber
at the podi um

Joi ni ng Menber Gaut hi er
at the podiumare the follow ng
menbers: Council menber Dr. Ant hony
Phillips, Council nmenber Jeffrey
Young, Counci | menber Rue Landau,
Counci | menber Brooks, Counci | nenber

Ni col as O Rour ke.
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(Counci | renbers and
guests approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This is the brother that
was W th Don Lenon, but |'m going
to let Jam e handl e that.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man -- Counci |l woman Jam e
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Good norni ng, everyone. For 250
years, Phil adel phia has been
| eadi ng by exanpl e, encouragi ng our
fell ow Anericans to use their voice
to speak truth to power and fight
for justice. Now, it is up to us
to carry this torch. That neans
| ocking arns with young people |ike
Jerone Ri chardson, who along with
journalist Don Lenon and sever al
others, is being targeted by the
Justice Departnent for docunenting

the I CE occupation in his honmetown,
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St. Paul, M nnesot a.

Jerone shoul d be
enjoying his last few nonths as a
student at Tenple University before
entering the working world. I|nstead
Trunp is exploiting the full weight
of the federal government to make
an exanple of Jeronme. Trunp knows
that what he's doing is not just
unpopul ar, it's antithetical to
American values, and he's trying to
make an exanple out of Jerone to
scare us from standi ng up and
speaki ng out. But an attack on one
of us is an attack on all of us.

Jerone, | w sh you
didn't have to be here today, but
know that Philly has your back and
we will support you as you face the
bully in the Wite House.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

Wil e the synbolismof this
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resol ution presentation sends an
I nportant nessage, | know that you
need nore than words to get through
this. So if you are able, |
encourage ny col | eagues and the
listening public to join ne in
donating to Jerone's | egal defense
fund. You can learn nore by going
to Jerone's | nstagram
@fficiallyjerone.

| also want to thank ny
co-introducers Mnority Leader
Kendra Brooks, Council menber Rue
Landau, Mnority Wi p N col as
O Rour ke and Counci |l nenber Jeffrey
Young, Jr., for all the work you' ve
been doi ng behind the scenes to
help Jerone. W stand with Jerone.
W stand with M nneapolis. W
stand with immgrants, and we stand
with every single Anerican and city
under occupation by Trunp's anti -

Ameri can white suprenmaci st mass
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secret police force.

United we stand, divided
we fall. W are here to say that
just like we did 250 years ago,
that Philly chooses to stand. W
wi Il now read the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Wher eas, Jerone Richardson is a
senior majoring in political
science at Tenple University, a
saxophone player and a Christi an.
He's al so an active youth | eader
t hat advocates for civil rights and
comrmuni ty engagenent.

And whereas, |ike many
Aneri cans, Jerone Richardson is
deeply troubled by the increasingly
vi ol ent and un- Anerican tactics
bei ng used by | CE and ot her federal
agents in cities across the United
States, including violence, even
| ethal force against protesters;

and
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COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Wher eas, Jerone Richardson, al ong
wi th Don Lenon and several others,
were arrested and indicted by the
federal governnent for exercising
their First Amendnent rights; and

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG
Wher eas, we should be focused on --
wher eas when he shoul d be focused
on graduating and enjoying his
final nonths as a student at TU,
Jeronme Richardson now has to face a
federal indictnent; and

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Wher eas, as the birthplace of
Aneri ca and noder n-day denocracy,
Phi | adel phia is proud of our
heritage as a place where residents
have al ways spoken truth to power
and stood up for our Freedom of
Speech, Freedom of Protest and
ot her protected First Amendnent

rights. And Jerone R chardson is a
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continuation of this proud
tradition; and

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
Wereas, arresting journalists and
t hose who hel p them docunent what
I's happening in our country during
this pivotal nmonent is
unconstitutional and antitheti cal
to the values outlined by our
Foundi ng Fathers here in
Phi | adel phi a250 years ago. Now,
therefore, be it, injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere, and this body has an
obligation to speak up when one of
our young constituents finds
t hensel ves in the Trunp
Adm ni stration crosshairs for
exercising their constitutional
rights; now, therefore, be it

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Resol ved, by the Council of the
Cty of Phil adel phia, that we
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her eby express support for Jerone
Ri chardson and our First Amendnent
rights in the face of political
persecuti on agai nst protesters by
the Trunp Adm nistration. Please
wel cone Jerone Richardson to the
podi um

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Jeronme Ri chardson.

MR. Rl CHARDSON:  For
those in the back who are shouti ng,
nmy grandnot her would say, Lift up
your heads, O ye Gates. But
furthernore, she'd also say, | give
honor to God because he's the head
of ny life. And so, |I'melated to
be here in the presence of all of
you. I'melated to be here in the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a and
affectionately as a Tenple

Uni versity student.

Page 54

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R, R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

2/ 26/ 26 - STATED - PRESENTATI ONS

| canme here about four
years ago and was wel coned by the
community in such a grand way.
It's been such an honor to be able
to see what community | ooks |ike on
di splay. Wen | think of
Phi | adel phia, it's so simlar to
M nnesota. And we say these words,
i ke, show nme what community | ooks
li ke, this is what community | ooks
l'i ke, right.

And so, when | | ook at
t hi s audi ence of people and those
who fill up the streets of
Phi | adel phia and in the classroons
as well as at Tenple University, |
certainly see the sense, where this
Is where comunity shows up and
this is what community | ooks |ike.
And so, | want to thank you all
again for your enornous support. |
want to thank Councilwoman Jam e

and her staff, who have been very,
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very, very diligent and making sure
that 1'mwell, that |'m okay.

And at the end of the
day, again | want to uplift all
t hose young people who are out
there who may feel defeated or who
have never had the opportunity to
stand up agai nst what injustices
are or docunent and storytell the
I njustices that we face.
Qoviously, I'd like to lift up the
names of Alex Pretti and Renee
Good, who were nurdered at the
hands of | CE enforcenent.

|'d also like to lift up
nmy famly who have been very
supportive during this entire tine.
And you know, they say strangers
support you the nost. So |ike,
shout-out to the strangers, you
know what |'m saying. A lot of
y'all | don't know but | appreciate

y'all.
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(Appl ause.)
MR. RI CHARDSON: So

thank y'all again. If you didn't
hear anything that | said today, it
Is that we nmust nmake sure to it
that we show up to the m dterns.
As you heard at the State of the
Union, if Donald Trunp | oses the
m dterns, the Donald Trunp effect
and error is over. And so, we nust
show up to the mdterns in a robust
way. \Whenever journalists are
under attack, we are all under
attack. So thank you all so nuch.
(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council will be at ease.
(Counci |l at ease.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The next order of
busi ness i s conmmuni cati ons.
The Chair requests that

the Sergeant-at-Arnms deliver the
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nessages from - -

Council will be at ease.

(Counci | at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  In the neanwhile while
Council is at ease, | would like to
take a nonment of personal privilege
to acknow edge Donna Bul | ock, CEO
of Project HOVE. Were is Donna
at ?

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  Fi erce advocate for
addr essi ng our honel ess community.
She was out all |ast evening doing
a Point-in-Time count to nmake sure
we address all the issues regarding
t hose who are honel ess and nmake
sure we have accurate data to
address their issues, needs and
concerns.

Thank you very nuch,

Counci | mrenber Rue Landau, al so for
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bei ng on the ground and wor ki ng on
this issue.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: At this tinme, the next
order of business is
comruni cations. The Chair requests
that the Sergeant-at-Arns deliver
the nmessages fromthe Mayor to the
Chief derk.

WIIl the Chief derk
pl ease read the nessages fromthe
Mayor and any ot her comruni cati ons
I n her possession.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nmenbers of the
Council of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, | am pl eased to
advi se you that on February 24,
2026, | signed the followng bills
whi ch were passed by Council at its
session on February 12, 2026: Bill
No. 250988 and Bill No. 251031.
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Counci | President, there
are no further conmunications in ny
possessi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you. The nessages
will be printed in the Journal.

The next order of business is the
I ntroduction of bills and
resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes
Council man Dr. Anthony Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

| have one bill and one
privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: Thank you very nuch.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the bill and
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance authorizing the Gty of

Phi | adel phia to install, own and
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mai ntai n right-of-way encroachnents
on 7600, 7700 and 7800 bl ocks of
Qgont z Avenue, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on honori ng
and recogni zi ng Chi ef I nspector
Ni cholas Smth for his
di sti ngui shed service, conmunity-
centered | eadershi p and unwaveri ng
commtnent to public safety in the
Cty of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jam e CGaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
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Good norning, Council President.

Today | have one
non-privil eged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very mnuch.

WIIl the Chief Oderk
pl ease read the title of the
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A non --
j ust one nonent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council will be at ease.

(Counci | at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair acknow edges
the Chief Clerk. Please read the
title of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resolution, also
nam ng the 4700 bl ock of Wal using
Avenue as "Phil adel phia Masjid Way"
in recognition of 50 years of

faith, service, |eadership and
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communi ty excel |l ence.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

The Chair recognizes ny
Maj ority Wi p Council nenber | sai ah
Thomas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

| have two resol utions
on your behalf today. Council
President, for a nonent of personal
privilege | just want to say
congratul ations to Audenried for
Wi nni ng the Public League
chanpi onshi p.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch. Wo
di d Audenri ed beat?

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: It's
not really relevant. You know, we
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shoul d focus on the great work that
Audenri ed has done, the coach, the
sisters, the entire program |It's
amazi ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: He's a good politician.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You're wel cone, sir.
Very well said.

Wuld the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
resol utions pl ease.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution
congratul ating the Audenried High
School G rls Basketball Team on
Wi nni ng the 2026 Public League
Chanpi onshi p agai nst | mhotep Hi gh
School, securing their fourth
strai ght PPL chanpi onshi p.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng Phil adel phi a250 and t he
Phi | adel phia Visitor Center
Corporation and their Phil adel phia
community partners for their work
on the "Ring It On" cityw de
Sem qui ncentennial initiative.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

One bill and one
non-privil eged resolution on your
behal f after a four-hour hearing

dealing with first responders.
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Thank you for your quick action.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very much, sir.

Wul d the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the bill
and resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance regulating the direction
of nmovenent of traffic on Hermt
Street between Manor Street and
Manayunk Avenue.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution calling
on the PA General Assenbly to take
swi ft and deci sive action to pass
Pennsyl vania Senate Bill 110, also
known as Bryan's Law, to anend the
Emer gency and Law Enf or cenent

Per sonnel Death Benefits Act to
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extend |ine-of-duty death benefits
to surviving spouses and children
of first responders who die from
j ob-related trauma, including PTSI-
rel ated suicide, ensuring equitable
treatnment for their famlies.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at the
next session.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN  LANDAUL
Thank you, Council President.

| have two privileged
resol utions today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very mnuch.

Chief Cerk, please read
the resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A

privileged resolution recogni zi ng
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February 28, 2026 as HV Is Not A
Crime Awareness Day in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zing the U S. Wnen's Hockey
Team for w nning the gold nedal at
the 2026 Wnter d ynpics and
representing the United States with
distinction, integrity and
excel | ence.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: Can we invite themto,

li ke, really give themtheir due
here? We would like to do that,
Rue. O her folks don't get it.

But this resolution will be placed
on the Final Passage Cal endar for

t oday.
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

Today | have two
privileged resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very mnuch.

Wul d the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and cel ebrating March 2026 as
Wnen's H story Month in the Cty
of Phil adel phi a, and chanpi oni ng
t he power of wonen who build
connections and drive prosperity
for all.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage

Cal endar.
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CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zing
and honoring the Snedl ey Bul | dogs
Blitz Cheerl eaders as the first
Phi | adel phia public el enentary
school to conpete at the UCA
Nat i onal s.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you, M. President.

Today | offer one bill
and three privil eged resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very mnuch.

WIIl the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the bill
and the privil eged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An
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or di nance anendi ng Section 14-303
of The Phil adel phi a Code, entitled
" Common Procedures and

Requi renments” by further clarifying
exceptions to | apse of permts

I ssued Wit hout construction
docunents, all under certain terns
and condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution welcomng the
58th Md-Atlantic Black Law
St udents Associ ation Regi onal
Convention to the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for today.

CH EF CLERK: A
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privileged resolution recogni zi ng
March as "National Reading Month"
and March 2nd "Read Across Anerica
Day" in the City of Philadel phia,
and further honoring the critical
wor k of communi ty organi zati ons

wor king to expand literacy skills
of youth and adults across the Cty
of Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privil eged resolution recogni zing
February 23rd to February 27, 2026
as Public Schools Wek, and
cel ebrating the essential role of
Public School s, educators, students
and famlies in strengthening the
Gty of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution will be
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pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .
Chair recognizes
M nority Leader Kendra Brooks.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you, Council President.
| have one privileged
resolution to introduce today.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.
WIl the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the
privileged resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resolution recogni zing
and celebrating Dr. Carol Sinmons,
Nyoca Carr, Estelle Vaughn, Pela
McFee, Carol yn Booker, Wnnie
Harris, and the Bl ack wonmen who
devote their lives to nourishing
their nei ghbors and comunities
across Phil adel phia, on the
occasi on of Black H story Month.
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

Chair recognizes
Councilman JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Thank you, Council President.

| have no bills or
resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very much.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Ni col as O Rourke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Thank you, M. President.

No bills or resolutions
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very much.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
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Morni ng, M. President.

No bills or resolutions
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very mnuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Brian O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Thank you, M. President.

| have no bills or
resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very mnuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer one bill on your
behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very much.

Wul d the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the bill.
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CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 12-923
of the Phil adel phia Code entitled
"Smart Loadi ng Zones" authori zi ng
t he Phil adel phia Parking Authority
to install smart | oading zones in
the area of Center Gty bounded by
Spring Garden Street, Bainbridge
Street, the Schuylkill River and
the Del aware River, for the purpose
of inproving the appropriate use of
| oadi ng zones and reducing traffic
congestion, all under certain terns
and condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

Chair recognizes
Majority Deputy Wi p Counci | menber
C ndy Bass.

CH EF CLERK: Thank you,

M. President.

Page 76

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

2/ 26/ 26 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS

| offer two privil eged
resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very mnuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and honoring the I mhotep Charter
Hi gh School boys' basketball team
for wnning its sixth consecutive
Publ i ¢ League Chanpi onshi p and
honoring its historic achi evenent
i n Phil adel phia hi gh school
basket bal | .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution honoring

Pastor Cenment M Lupton, I, for
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hi s out standi ng | eader shi p,
faithful service and transformative
I npact upon the spiritual and civic
life of the City of Philadelphia in
recognition of Black Hi story Month.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahnmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

| offer three privileged
resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authori zing

the Joint Commttees on Public
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Heal th and Human Servi ces and the
Children and Youth to hold hearings
to rai se awareness regardi ng the
role of gamng platforns and soci al
platforns and their use in the
groom ng, recruitnment and
exploitation of mnors, including
conduct that may | ead to hunman
trafficking.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Excellent resolution as a
dad. This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and honoring the Phil adel phia
Orchestra on the occasion of its
125t h Anni versary, celebrating its
founding in 1900 and its enduring
role in establishing Philadel phia
as a global center of culture,

creativity and artistic excellence.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring
Angel o Perryman and Perryman
Bui | di ng and Construction for 70
years of excellence, |eadership and
| asting inpact on the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar. Congratul ati ons, Angel o
Perryman. Keep up the good work.

As there are no reports
fromcommttees today, the next
order of business is the
consi deration of the Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Majority Whip |saiah

Thomas for a notion concerning the
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bills and resol utions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endars.
COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:
Thank you, M. President.

The followng bills and
resolutions are being called up
fromthe Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars today: Bill Nos.
241070- A, 260119, 260122, 260123,
260125, 260129, and 241056.

The followng bills on
the Cal endar are bei ng hel d:

250768, 250807, 250843, 250917,
250980 and 251025.

Thank you, Counci l
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

Bef ore consi dering these
bills and resolutions, we wll
consi der public comments as
follows: Your public coment nust
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concern matters on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endars
for possible action at today's
Counci | sessi on.

Al'l speakers nust sign
up in order to testify. |f you
have not already signed up for
today' s session, please do so now
by giving your nane to Ms. Hasson
at the table outside the rails to
my left. Once you have signed up,
you wll be called in the order in
whi ch your nanme appears on the
si gn-up sheet.

Under i deal
ci rcunmst ances, public commenters
wi |l each have three mnutes to
speak. However, this tine limt
may vary from session-to-session.
Today the tinme limt will be two
mnutes. |In order to be fair to
all those wishing to speak, |

intend to hold faithfully to the
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two-mnute limt. Wen you begin,
you Wi ll see a green light on the
podium Wen there are 30 seconds
remai ning to your time, the |ight
will turn yellow, which is your
rem nder to conclude your remarKks.

Once two m nutes have
passed, the light will turn red and
the Sergeant-at-Arns wll
di sconnect the m crophone at that
point. Please yield the podiumto
t he next speaker if you have not
al ready done so. | also reserve
the right, pursuant to our rul es of
Cty Council, tolimt repetitious
comrents on the sanme subject
matter.

| wll now ask the Chief
Clerk to please call up our first
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Ryan
Fl eur, Estelle Vaughn, Lynn Landes,

Jani ne Litsky and Katrina Del ancey,
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pl ease make your way to the podi um

(Wt nesses approached
podi um )

M5. VAUGHN: Good
norning. M nane is Estelle
Vaughn. |I'mfromthe Ti oga Hope
Park and Garden. |'m here to say
good norning. Thank you, thank
you, God, for he is omi potent and
can do all things well. He sends
the rain and the sun to nmake the
fl owers bl oom and the veget abl es
bountiful in our garden. He sends
angels to hel p us.

The PHS Horti cul tural
Society blesses us with
unbel i evabl e generosity,
encour agenent and resources. They
have done so nuch. They have gi ven
us flowers, seeds, nmulch, built
benches. They have sponsored
activities in our communities,

wor kshops, jazz concerts and unity
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days. They have provided flowers
and pots and soils that the

nei ghbors may participate in porch
chal | enges to beautify their bl ock.

PHS brings artists to
beautify our garden and donors by
t he busl oads. Thank you to our
visitors and donors. They are of
all ages and col ors, both sexes,
and they are fromall over the
city. Thank you, Kendra Brooks and
the City Council, for this honor.

Pl ease accept this invitation. It

IS an open invitation to visit our

garden during the spring and sunmmer
when everything is bl oom ng.

W are all human. One
thing that we all have in common is
stress. | have been a registered
nurse at Tenple University Hospital
for 39 years. | can attest, both
personally and professionally, to

our stress and its effects. | had
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a brain bleed and underwent brain
surgery. It took ne one year to
heal. You are |ooking at a
mracle. God spared ny life.

Stress will manifest in
your body and can kill you. Stress
may cause a headache, hi gh bl ood
pressure, heart disease or an
asthma attack. Pain and grief may
cause stress. Overi ndul genent of
sel f-nmedi cation for stress and
pain, i.e., snoking, alcoholism
obesity and drug use wi |l cause
your organs to fail.

Qur vital organs are our
hearts, liver, kidneys, |ungs and
brain. People with whom we cone in
contact with, live with or near,
work with or for, ride public
transportation wth or drive near
may cause stress. Fear of one
anot her, being hurt or going

out si de can cause stress,
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Inactivity and pain. God is --

we' re done? Thank you all. That's
it. And I'mgoing to give this to
the Cerk. Could you pass that to
the unit clerk. That's an open
invitation. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

M5. LANDES: Good
morning. |'m Lynn Landes of
healthal ertphilly.org. | strongly
oppose the | egalization of the
addi ctive drug marijuana. As a
nati on, we already have serious
heal th and safety problemwth
marij uana use, including the
public's involuntary exposure to
Its secondhand snoke. Pl ease read
t he book Tell Your Children for its
I ndept h account of marijuana's
devastating i npact on hunman healt h,
the brain, violence and society at
| ar ge.

On anot her matter, and
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as founder of Philly's Republican
Net wor k, we support the SAVE Act,
whi ch requires voter | D and proof
of citizenship in order to vote in
federal elections. The irony is
that we all have to show our ID
every time we cone into Cty Hall
because Gty Council wants a secure
bui | ding. Shouldn't the security
of our elections nerit even nore
concern?

Voter | D enjoys
overwhel m ng support. Yet in 14
Denocratic states and the District
of Colunbia, an IDis not required
to vote. Furthernore, sone
Denocratic localities are all ow ng
non-citizens to vote in their
el ections. Wat does that say
about the Denocratic Party's
| oyalty to Anerican citizens?

That question was

answered at the State of the Uni on
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address when President Trunp asked
| egi sl ators present to stand up and
show their support for the
follow ng statenent: "The first
duty of the Anerican governnent is
to protect Anerican citizens, not
illegal aliens.™

Al'l the Republicans
stood up, but only a handful of
Denocrats, and that showed the
Anerican public what's truly at
stake here. It's not just another
di fference of political opinion.
Under the Biden Adm nistration, the
Denocrats engi neered a foreign
I nvasi on of our country and clearly
want illegal immgrants to vote in
our elections as well. This
de facto political insurrection is
threatening to destroy --

(Backgr ound
i nterruption.)

M5. LANDES: This
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de facto political insurrection is
threatening to destroy our nation,
sonet hi ng not seen since the Cvil
War. Support the SAVE Act. Thank
you.

MS. LI SITSKY: Good
norni ng. Jani ne Li sitsky,
President and CEO for Mental Health
Part nershi ps. |'m here today
because a federal funding decision
that may feel very distant in
Washi ngton has very real
consequences for Phil adel phi a.

Last fall, the United States

Depart nent of Housi ng and Urban
Devel opment announced si gnificant
changes to the continuum of care,
Noti ce of Fundi ng Qopportunities,
the primary federal funding stream
t hat supports our honel essness
response system the recent NOFO
shifts funds, funding priorities

away from permanent supported

Page 90

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

2/ 26/ 26 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

housi ng and towards transitional
housi ng, while prohibiting the

di spl aced residents from qualifying
for the new or even existing
transitional housing units.

Per manent support ed
housing is the nost rigorously
studi ed and consistently effective
i ntervention for people
experienci ng chroni c honel essness.
| have spent ny career |eading
conmuni ty- based behavi oral health
and housi ng organi zati ons,

I npl enenti ng evi dence-i nforned
nodel s and working directly with
I ndi vi dual s who have experienced
honel essness for years and
soneti mes decades.

| ama witness. | have
seen people nove fromcrisis to
recovery, not because they were
conpelled into service, but because

t hey had stabl e housing and trusted
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support in Pennsyl vani a.
Approxi mately two-thirds, that's
66% of our pernmanent supported
housi ng beds are funded through the
federal continuum of care.

| n Phil adel phi a al one,
early projection suggested nore
than 1200 units could be at risk
under this proposed change. And
whil e a federal court has
tenmporarily bl ocked the rule, but
uncertainty remains, providers are
wai ting on funding. Planning is
stall ed and sone beds have al ready
been | ost, and systens |ike ours
cannot be turned off and on w t hout
consequences.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W I
Katri na Del ancey, Angie Nel son,
Evel yn Torres, John MAul ey and
Carol yn Booker, please approach the

podi um
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(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

M5. NELSON. Good
norning. M nane is Angie Nel son
and |1'mthe Executive Director at
Pat hways to Housi ng Pennsyl vani a.
At Pat hways to Housi ng, we enpower
unhoused people with disabilities
to reclaimtheir |ives through
provi di ng stabl e housi ng,
supportive services in a caring
community. We know that housi ng
Wi th supports works to end epi sodes
of honel essness and hel p our
conmmuni ty nenbers achi eve
stability.

Pat hways to Housi ng
serves people wth disabilities
experi encing chroni c honel essness
by pairing independent apartnents
wi t h conprehensi ve w aparound
services. The people we serve are

anong Phi | adel phi a's nost
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vul nerable. And today, our eight
clinical teans support nore than
500 participants in housing

ci tyw de.

Thi s resol uti on brought
by Counci | nenber Landau matters
because only a fraction of those
who need permanent supportive
housing currently receive it, and
recent federal decisions jeopardize
even that. |In late 2025, HUD
di srupted nore than two decades of
data-driven precedent by cutting
funding streans that we rely on.

As a result, Pathways to
Housi ng was forced to end | eases
for 26 apartnents and di spl ace
partici pants due to a non-renewed
grant. |If HUD s proposed cuts nove
forward, we are at risk of dropping
fromserving 500 people in this
supportive housing to only 125

people in this supportive housing,
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potentially forcing 375 hi gh-need
Phi | adel phi ans onto the streets,

i nto our energency roons, into
shelters, prisons or worse.

| urge you to support
this resolution so we can send a
uni fied nmessage that these cuts
cause real harmand further
reductions woul d be cat astrophic.
For the sake of our participants,
for our enployees, for our
| andl ords and community nenbers,
this funding nmust not only be
protected, it nust be expanded.
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

M5. TORRES: Cood
nor ni ng, everyone. M nane is
Evel yn Torres and |I'mthe Executive
Director of Action Wllness. For
40 years, our incredible staff and
vol unt eers have worked al ongsi de

people living with H'V, providing
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services to support their wellness
and heal th and advocating for
policies rooted in science and
conpassi on.

|"'m here today to
support designating February 28,
2026 as HHV Is Not A Crine
Awar eness Day sponsored by Rue
Landau. For a decade, H'V has
carried not only a nedical
di agnosi s, but al so a heavy burden
of stigma, fear and
m sunderstanding. In the early
years of the epidemc, l[imted
know edge |l ed to panic-stricken
pol i ci es.

Sonme of those policies
remain in our |aws today, |aws that
crimnalize people with H 'V based
on outdated science rather than
current nedi cal evidence. Today we
know the facts with nodern

treatnment. People living with HV
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can achi eve an undetected viral
| oad, meaning that virus cannot be
transmtted.

Sci ence has given us
clarity. Medicine has given us
tools. Yet stigma still lingers in
our | egal systemand in our
communities. HV Is Not A Crine
Awar eness Day, which serves three
critical purposes: First, it would
educate. Many people still do not
know that H 'V is a nanageabl e
chronic condition. Education
repl aces fear w th understandi ng,
especially for those communities
hi storically underrepresented who
are di sproportionately inpacted by
H V.

Second, it woul d
humani ze people with H V.
Crimnalization reinforces the
harnful idea that people |iving

with H 'V are dangerous. They are
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not the 18,000 people living with
H 'V in Philadel phia, which are
parents, teachers, veterans,
students, |eaders, our friends and
famly. A day of awareness rem nds
us that HHV is a public health

i ssue, not a noral failing.

Third, it would inspire
action. Currently, there is Bill
HB 632, sponsored by Representative
Bill Waxman. This bill ains to
noder ni ze Pennsyl vania's Crim nal
Code by renoving the final
remai ning reference to H V.

Recogni zing 228 as HV Is Not A
crime Awar eness Day sends the
message that Phil adel phia stands
wth Representative Waxman and many
others in their critical work to
ref orm our outdated and har nf ul

l aw. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)
MR. McAULEY: Good
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nor ni ng, everybody. M nane is
John Alonte McAuley. I'mwth a
grassroots organi zation call ed
Flint Philly Red. W're here to
of fer you sonething different
because you' ve been voting Denocr at
for the Mayor's Ofice for the past
70 years.

In regards to the SAVE
Act, this is not a partisan
situation. 84% of Anericans
approve of the SAVE Act. 76% of
Bl ack Aneri cans approve of the SAVE
Act. For the people who watched a
great State of the Union speech the
ot her night by President Trunp, 64%
of them believe that his policies
wll nove us into --

(Backgr ound
i nterruption.)

MR, McCAULEY: Exactly.
W don't want any nobre no excuse

mail -in ballots. W know t hat
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mail -in ballots is a vector for
fraud. We know that mail-in
ballots is how you cheat to win
your elections. W don't want any
nore rigged machines. Smartmatic
Venezuel a Hugo Chavez, do your
resear ch.

It's amazi ng how I
needed a photo IDto cone into City
Hal | today. |It's amazing how all
in the Black nei ghborhoods the
Denocrats allow all of these Iiquor
stores to remain. You had to have
photo ID to go buy alcohol. It's
amazi ng for the years and the
generations, y'all want famlies to
raise kids and famlies on Section
8 housi ng, welfare, cash
assi stance. You need photo IDto
get all of these things.

So this is all things
t he Denpocrats support. W want

Governor Josh Shapiro to clean up
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the voter rolls. [It's okay.
America first. America first.

CH EF CLERK: Carolyn
Booker and Zaahir Muhammad G ay.

(Wt nesses approached
podi um )

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS: Good
norning. State your nanme for the
record. You may begin with your
t esti nony.

M5. BOOKER  Good
afternoon. My nane is Carolyn
Booker and |' m speaki ng on behal f
of Tioga Hope Park and Garden. You
heard from Estel |l e Vaughn, our
founder and visionary, earlier
speaki ng about our garden, and al so
have anot her garden nenber here,
our history keeper, Pela MFee and
a few other friends and what not.

Just want to say we are
very hunbled with this recognition

of being Bl ack wonmen who nouri sh
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our communities. It's endearing to
be part of a sel ect group,
i ncluding Dr. Carol Simons, Nyoca
Carr, Wnnie Harris, who | had the
pl easure of neeting at a PHS
wor kshop years ago. Seriously may
she be resting in peace. She did
sone great worKk.

Qur group, Tioga Hope
Park and Garden, as | said includes
Estel | e Vaughn, our founder and
visionary, Pila MPhee, history
keeper. W have anot her nenber who
can't be here today, Sister Mary
Cat herine. She always says the
same. She |loves to see God weave
peopl e toget her as gol den threads
to make his beautiful tapestry. |
al ways think that's such a
beauti ful thing.

W have a | ove of the
| and i n our nei ghborhood and of our

nei ghbor hood and we have conm t nent
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over the decade. There's been
dedi cation through many people who
have been determ ned to keep our
m ssion going. W have
col l aboration with many groups,
Tioga United PHS, Phil adel phia
Mast er Gardeners, Tree Philly and
Cristo Rey Hi gh School.

We are seeking to | eave
a | egacy of beauty, know edge,
appreci ation of nature's nouri shing
power, physically and for our
souls. And lastly, please vote to
pl ace a Tioga Hope Park and Garden
into the land trust. Please
protect and keep this vital space
Wi thin our community. Help this
soil continue to blossom heal and
nurture our comunity in
Phi | adel phia. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Before the next witness cones to

testify, | just want to take a
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nmonment of personal privilege to say
t hank you to Council nenber Bass.
As the President of the Coaches
Associ ation in the Public League, |
want to say congratulations to
| mhot ep boys basketbal |l team |
see --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Absol utely. | want to say
congratul ations to the head coach
who coul dn't be here, ny good
friend Andre Noble. This is his
14t h Public League Chanpi onshi p,
whi ch has to be sone type of
record. And | also just want to
say thank you to all of the unsung
heroes at | nmhotep who naeke this
stuff work, including one of ny
good friends, Stan WIllians, who's
here, who if you don't know, Stan
does a |l ot of work and a | ot of

giving back in the 8th and 9th
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Councilmanic Districts of the Gty
of Philadelphia. So to the entire
| mhotep team thank you all for
bei ng here.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
M. Captain, please state your nane
for the record and you nay begin
with your testinony. State your
name for the record and you may
begin with your testinony.

MR GRAY: M nane is
Zaahir Muhanmmad Gray. | just
wanted to say | appreciate the
Counci | and everybody for
recogni zi ng us tonight and bringing
us in. W feel appreciated for
what we doing. | just want to say
| thank you and | appreciate you
for everything y'all did for us
t oday.

( Appl ause.)
COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:
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Thank you guys and thank you for
representing the Gty of

Phi | adel phi a and good | uck in
states this year. Thank you all.
W appreci ate you.

CH EF CLERK: WII Julia
Cadwal | ander, Donna Bul | ock, Jay
Kof t man, Ki mrel Proctor, Dawn
Hannah and Dom ni que, wal k to the
podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. CADWALLENDER: Good
nor ni ng, Counci | menber Young and
menbers of Gty Council. M nane
Is Julia Cadwal | ender. |I'mthe
Managi ng Director of Read by 4th,
Phi | adel phia's cityw de early
literacy novenent. | stand here
today as one person, but | am
representing over 100 organi zations
and 1000-pl us readi ng capt ai ns,

nei ghbors, parents and community
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menbers who chanpion literacy every
day across our city.
We're grateful to
Counci | menber Young for this
resol ution, because Nati onal
Readi ng Month does two powerful
things at once. First, it is a
cel ebration, a rem nder to slow
down, to curl up with our little
ones and fall in love with stories,
to remenber that reading is not a
chore. It is ajoy. It is agift.
This nmonth is also a
spotlight, a nonent to speak a hard
truth out loud. Too many children
in our city are not yet reading at
grade | evel, not because they can't
| earn but because we haven't yet
gi ven them everything they need to
succeed. The literacy crisis is
real. It's urgent and it inpacts
all of us.

But here's what | know
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The literacy crisis is a chall enge
we have power to solve. W are
training nore educators in the

sci ence of readi ng and enbracing
evi dence- based curricula. W are
equi pping famlies to be their
children's first and nost powerf ul
teachers and we are raising our
voi ces together to make sure that
literacy stays at the top of

Phi | adel phi a' s agenda.

Reading is not just an
academc skill. It is a civil
right and the key to the life our
chil dren deserve. This nonth we
join you in asking every
Phi | adel phian to find joy in
reading and to speak up for
literacy in our schools and
communities. Protecting our
children's right to read is not
just a policy priority, it's a

prom se. And today you're hel ping
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Phi | adel phia keep it. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

M5. BULLOCK: Good
nmor ni ng, nenbers of Council,
Counci| President Johnson. |I'm
Donna Bul | ock, President and CEO of
Project HOVE. |'m here to speak on
Counci | menber Landau's Resol ution
26012200, which you' ve heard
al ready about HUD s proposal to
di si nvest and invest in evidence-
based sol utions to address
honel essness.

Proj ect HOVE nanages
over 1000 units of housing, and
nore than 300 of those pernmanent
supportive housing units stand to
be at risk. Should HUD nove
forward for many of our residents,
this housing offers nore than a
key. It offers them community
stability and a place for healing

and recovery.
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Li ke many housi ng
provi ders, we've been forced to
pi vot, prepare and plan for
potential funding cuts and policy
shifts at the federal |evel. These
results could be devastating for
our organi zation and the
I ndi vi dual s we serve. HUD
subsidies can also be critical to
the financing production and | ong-
termsustainability of our
| ow-i ncome housing tax credit
devel opnent s.

These devel opnents coul d
be at risk frombeing not just in
exi stence, but can hinder us from
devel opi ng any new housing. This
shift and threat of | osing housing
subsi di es al toget her put our nost
vul nerabl e residents at risk of
returning to honel essness. And
this inpacts all of us, every

single resident, every single
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busi ness, our friends and our
nei ghbors.

But what we know is that
honel essness is a | ocal solution.
And at its core, it is a challenge
and a focus for all of us to
address. Mayor Parker shares these
sentinments, and she shared this in
her recent State of the Gty
Address and | ast ni ght when we had
the City's Point-in-Tinme count.

She announced her comm tnent to
1000 new beds. But we need nore

t han 1000 new beds. W need to
continue to invest in pernmanent
supportive housing. Because what
we know at Project HOVE is that
none of us are hone until all of us
are home. Thank you, City Council.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

Thank you and thank you for your

service. W appreciate all you do.
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Thank you, Forner Rep.

MR, KOFTMAN:  Good
norning. | am Jay Koftman, the
Chi ef Medical Oficer of
Phi | adel phia Fight Conmmunity Health
Centers, one of Pennsylvania's
| ar gest conprehensive health
servi ce organi zations providing
primary care, consuner educati on,
research and advocacy for people
living with HV and those at high
risk. |'mhere to support
Counci | menber Landau's proposal to
make February 28th HV Is Not A
Crime Awar eness Day.

| began providing care
to people living wwth HV infection
in Philadel phia in the |ate 1980s.
|'ve worked with | arge hospital
systens and comunity health
centers. Sone of ny patients have
been living with HYV for 35 years

or nore. | participate in clinical
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research as well. Wen | started
doing this work, HV was a
universally fatal disease due to
Ineffective treatnent. Because of
t he vul nerabl e popul ati ons in which
H 'V first appeared in the United
States, there was a | ack of enpathy
for people living with HV disease
| eading to stigmatization.

That stigma, which was
associated with HV infection,
fueled the epidemc, particularly
because it was focused on al ready
mar gi nal i zed popul ations. HYV
stigma di scourages people from
getting tested and subsequently
treated for their infection. |If
peopl e know they can face | egal
consequences for testing positive,
they may avoid getting tested. In
addi tion, fear of prosecution may
prevent individuals from seeking

care or disclosing their status to
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partners contrary to what the | aws
are intended to encourage.

We now know t hat peopl e
can take effective treatnent
against HV and can limt their
bl ood to havi ng undetectable |evels
of the virus. There is broad data
to support this that will prevent
transm ssion. W should not
subj ect people to laws that were
enacted out of fear and reinforced
stigma. Laws that treat HV as a
crime and not a nmanageabl e health
condition, ignore science, violate
human rights, increase stignma and
under m ne public health goals.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PROCTOR: H . |I'm
Ki mrel Proctor, CEO of Beyond
Literacy, Phil adel phia's |argest
adult and famly literacy

nonprofit. |'mhere today to thank
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Counci | man Young for recogni zing
March as National Reading Month and
March 2nd as Read Across Anerica
Day. Your resolutions are
uplifting literacy as a priority
for our city.

In this time of federal
di si nvestnment in education, your
recognition matters. It tells
Philly that Cty Council
under st ands reading i s foundati onal
and what reading unlocks is life-
changing. W're called Beyond
Literacy because we know t his goes
beyond learning to read. Literacy
I's about civic participation, being
able to read a ballot and fully
take part in our 250-year-old
denocr acy.

It's about health
out conmes, under st andi ng
prescriptions and care

i nstructions. lt's about
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opportunity and economc nobility,
addr essi ng access to gatekeepi ng
credentials and good |ivi ng-wage
jobs and its power is
I ntergenerational. Data
consi stently shows that the
strongest predictor of a child's
academ c success, nore than
nei ghbor hood and i ncone level, is
the reading level of that child's
parent or primary caregiver.
Beyond Literacy serves
2000 adult learners every year wth
cost-free Learning to Earning
cl asses across Phil adel phia. Yet
our wait list for GED and | anguage
services is hundreds deep. As a
federal | y-funded agency, this year
has brought historic challenges for
our capacity to neet this grow ng
demand for free adult readi ng and
upskil ling prograrns.

So today's City Council
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recognition isn't just synbolic.
It's a statenent that literacy is
an opportunity driver worth
investing in. Thank you, Gty
Council, especially Council man
Young, for standing with |ifelong
| earners of all ages and stages.
When we invest in literacy, we go
beyond i nproved readi ng scores. W
strengthen famlies, the workforce
and opportunity for all. It's now
my honor to introduce the person
who | eads this work, our Chief
Program and | npact O ficer, Dawn
Hannabh.

( Appl ause.)

M5. HANNAH: My nane is
Dawn Hannah, Chief Program and
| npact OFficer at Beyond Literacy.
Thank you, Kimmel. And thank you,
Counci | menbers, for recognizing
Nat i onal Readi ng Month. You j ust

heard Ki el speak to the scal e of
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our work. As Chief Program and
| npact Officer, 1'd |like to speak
to just that, the inpact.

When | | ook at the 2000
adults that we serve every year, |
don't see students. | see parents
studying after long shifts at work.
| see immgrants | earning English
so that they can better support
their famlies. | see returning
citizens rebuilding their futures.
| see workers upskilling into new
I ndustries. And when an adult
wal ks into our classroons, | know
that they are not starting from
scratch.

Havi ng grown up in
underresour ced Phil adel phi a
nei ghbor hoods and know ng how cl ose
| cane to underfunded school s
nmysel f, | understand that many of
our students are not | acking

ability. They are recovering from
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systens that could not serve them
wel |, including school systens that
were recently rul ed
unconstitutional for their |ong

hi story of inequitable funding.

So literacy for ne is
not renmediation. It is
restoration. It restores access,
confi dence and econom c nobility.
And perhaps nost inportantly, it
restores what children see at hone.
Because when a parent studies for a
hi gh school equival ency di pl oma at
the sane table where their child
does honmewor k, sonething shifts.
And when the parent earns industry
credentials and secures a fam|y-
sust ai ni ng wage, that shift becones
gener ati onal .

And that is why our
vision at Beyond Literacy is clear:
Adul ts enpowered beyond literacy,

Children, youth and famlies
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inspired. Qur community is
thriving and our city transforned.
That's the power of adult literacy.
It doesn't change just one life.
It recalibrates a household. And
when enough househol d shifts, our
city does too.

That brings ne to
Dom ni que Sl aughter, a Phil adel phi a
resi dent who graduated from our
energy pre-apprenticeship program

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: WI I
Ni cholas Sm th, Hannah Abrans, Ana
Parra, Jinaki Bright and Faith
Bedworth, make your way to the
podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

M5. SLAUGHTER: Hel | o,
everyone. M nane is Dom nique. |
ama recent grad from Beyond

Literacy who graduated at the top
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of ny class. First, | would |ike
to thank Kimrel, Dawn and Kyle for
all the amazi ng work they have done
wi th Beyond Literacy. They have
made an i npact on so nmany adults
when it cones to literacy, which is
not recogni zed enough. Al so opened
many opportunities in the working
field.

It's because of them|
am able to connect with so nany
opportunities and people. It's
because of them and the
certifications | received that |'m
in the process of becom ng an
el ectrician for the US Navy. |
hope you all do your best to
support them Thank you for having
us.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Congratul ati ons and thank you for

your testinony. W appreciate it.
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Thank you.

M5. BEDWORTH. Hi. |I'm
Faith and | am supporting 260122,
the bill about supportive housing.
That hel ps supportive housing. |
ama current participant of Mental
Heal th Partnershi ps, and | have
supported housi ng through the
Bri dge voucher. | have a nental
heal t h di agnosi s, nmany of them and
al so disability as well.

| don't know what |
woul d do wi t hout supportive
housing. | would probably still be
honmel ess or dead due to ny nental
heal t h di agnosis and ny POTS
di agnosis. | need to nove for ny
physi cal health and wi sh that there
was nore affordable housing. And
because of ny POTS and nent al
health, | can't work so | can't
afford to even pay a phone bill

half of the tine, |let al one even
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pay for outrageous nonthly rent and
utilities.

These supportive
housings is truly a lifesaver to
get people off the streets, and
stabl e people can't get well
mentally or physically wthout a
stable place and to stay safe. And
shelters aren't always ideal for
soneone with nultiple diagnosis,
physically and nentally.

One shelter I was in in
West Philly was aware | had
seizures and still put ne on a top
bunk and I fell off, and they
yelled at me when | called 911. |
got yelled at for being raped as
wel | because | was late for the
curfew | was in the ER and had
proof. Pl ease support the housing
so we don't |ose nore people.
Thank you for supporting the

fundi ng housing. Sone of us |ike
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my Uncle Jereny did not nmake it out
alive. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:

Thank you. Thank you for your
testinony. Thank you for being
vul ner abl e.

DR SIMMONS: | am
Dr. Carol Simmons, Executive
Director --

(Appl ause.)

DR SI MMONS: Thank you,
of the Black Farners Co-Op. |'m
truly hunbl ed and honored to be
acknow edged t hrough a resol ution
t oday by Council woman Kendra Brooks
and wth all the other honorees and
for ny commtnent to bring a
sust ai nabl e and hi gher standard of
living to our comunity. The Bl ack
Co-Op -- Black Farners Co-Op
founders are Pastor Darian Thomas,

Dr. Harvell, Nelville Moore,
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Char | ene Moore, who is our
treasurer, nyself Dr. Carol

Si mmons, Dr. Monique Collin and
St ephani e Dreans. DFC s m ssion
for green spaces is to adopt the
bl ock, grow a lot. Adopt the

bl ock, grow a | ot.

DFC woul d i ke to take
this opportunity to thank the Cty
of Phil adel phia Council President
Kenyatta Johnson, a very speci al
agai n Counci |l woman At-1| arge Kendra
Brooks and all of our partners. W
have PHS here, Pennsyl vani a
Horticul tural Society, the Hinge
Col | ective, for their unconditional
support that created the foundation
for us to serve the citizens of
Phi | adel phi a organi cally and
| ocally grown produce in
conjunction with all natural
products. Thank you so nuch. W

appreci ate you.
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(Appl ause.)
M5. ABRAMS: Good

nmorning. M nane is Hannah Abrans.
|"'mthe Manager of G rls Prograns
at Snyder Youth Hockey and
Education. [|'mjoined by wonen
fromlocal wonen's | eague teans,
t he Phil adel phia Freeze, the
Gemins, USA Ball Hockey and
Philly Ball Hockey. W are all
here representi ng wonen's hockey at
a much | ower |evel than the
A ynmpics and we're supporting wonen
and girls in hockey because it's
been shown obvi ously many tines
that girls who participate in
sports are nore successful as
adults and we're setting a
precedent right now for future
generations in support of the honor
of the Whnen's A ynpi ¢ hockey team
Like | said, | amthe

Manager of Grls Prograns at Snyder
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Yout h Hockey and Education, which
Is a local nonprofit that uses
hockey as the catal yst to support
under served youth and provide them
Wi th resources that they would

ot herwi se not have had access to.
They not only participate in
hockey, from Learn to Skate all the
way t hrough travel, but they also
recei ve academ c support, life
skills, scholarships to college and
private high schools. And then we
do career support after that and
nost i nportantly, our programis
entirely free, including equipnent
and the full schol arshi ps and
everything. There's no cost to
famli es.

Wth that, | also did
sone research and we are the only
organi zation |ike that that exists
in the entire world. So we're the

nost successful, which says a | ot.
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(Appl ause.)
MS. ABRAMS: |t says a

| ot for wonen's hockey and girls in
sports also. And if you don't know
anyt hi ng about ball hockey, |
hi ghly recommend you check that out
al so because there are far fewer
barriers, especially financially,
to joining that. To get started,
you really just need a pair of
sneakers. And that's pretty nuch
it. Thank you very nuch to
Counci | woman Landau.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Anna
Parra, Jiniki Bright, Kevin Upshur,
Cat heri ne Lupton, Leon Hawes and
Maj or Vanpelt, please nake your way
to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. PARRA: Good

afternoon. M nane is Ana Parra
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but everybody calls nme Turtle. [|I'm
a participant in a housing program
here in Philadel phia. In 2021, |

| ost ny foot due to hypertherm a as
a direct result of honel essness.
Today | stand in front of you as a
bel owt he- knee anputee wearing ny
prosthetic, and | wll be

cel ebrating ny two years clean on
March 27t h.

(Appl ause.)

MS. PARRA:  Per manent
supportive housi ng changed that for
me. Because | have a stable
apartnment, |'mable to attend
anput ati on groups, volunteer in the
Phi | adel phia community and work on
publ i shing ny manuscript. Stable
housi ng gave ne the ability to
focus on self-care, recovery,
special growth, spiritual growth --
|''m so nervous, |'mso sorry,

guys -- advocacy.
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| m standi ng here as the
face of the permanent supportive
housi ng make what nakes possi bl e
t hese prograns work. They save
lives. Housing -- oh, ny God, has
changed ny life, but they only
continue if funding is protected.
| "' m aski ng you to pl ease protect
fundi ng, protect ny future and
protect the other futures of
everybody else who's still trying
to fight to rebuild theirs. Thank
you for everything and have a good
day.

(Appl ause.)

M5. BRIGHT: M nane is
Jinaki Bright and | proudly serve
as the Executive Director of Read
to Succeed Phil adel phia. | stand
I n strong support of Council nmenber
Jeffrey Young, Jr.'s resolution to
recogni ze March as National Reading

Mont h in Phil adel phia and March 2nd

Page 130

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

2/ 26/ 26 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

as Read Across Anerica Day in our
city.

Literacy is not sinply
about books. It's about bel ongi ng.
It's about equity. It is about
whet her a child sees possibility
when they open a page. And in
Phi | adel phia, literacy nust be a
shared responsibility. At Read to
Succeed Phil adel phia, we work
across nei ghborhoods, providing
hi gh-i npact tutoring, literacy
enrichnment |abs and fam|ly-centered
progranm ng designed to cl ose
readi ng gaps early.

W believe literacy is
liberation. |t strengthens
famlies around dinner tables. It
bui |l ds confidence in classroons.

It fuels workforce devel opnent and
It unites communities across zip
codes. Phil adel phia holds a

power ful educational distinction.
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We are the birthplace of
ki ndergarten in Anmeri ca.

As we cel ebrate a year
of firsts in our city, declaring
March as National Readi ng Month
honors that | egacy and recommts us
to the foundational skill that
makes all | earning possible. W
are grateful to work al ongside
extraordinary |iteracy chanpi ons
who hel ped nmake this vision real.
State Senator Vincent Hughes, whose
| eadership continues to elevate
literacy as a legislative priority,
Sheryl Lee Ral ph Hughes, who uses
her platformto advocate for
children in education, Treehouse
Books, Read by 4th and ot hers.

The declaration is nore
than synbolic. It signals that
Phi | adel phi a stands united,
famlies, educators, community

| eaders and el ected officials in a
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bui | di ng where every child can read
on grade | evel and beyond. Thank
you for your | eadership and your
comm tnent to Phil adel phia's
children and famli es.

(Appl ause.)

MR HAWES: Good
norni ng. Leon Hawes, Bel oved
St. John.

M5. LUPTON: Kat herine
Lupt on, Bel oved St John.
Evangel i stic Church.

MR HAWES: Good
norning, Cty Council nenbers and
constituents. | want to thank
Counci |l wman Cindy Bass for this
resol ution honoring our Pastor,

Cl enment Lupton. Today we cel ebrate
nore than a resolution. W
celebrate a life, pour it out in
service. | heard it said before
that the true depth and success of

a man should not be neasured by the
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size of his car or his bank
account. It can be neasured by the
continents of his wife's face.

Pastor C enent Lupton of
Bel oved St. John has sinply stood
in the gap for 30 years, not behind
a pulpit. He's wal ked hospital
corridors, prayed in living roons,
counsel ed people through crisis,
rejoi ced at weddi ngs and wept at
funerals. Qur mnistry has never
been confined to Sunday norning.

It can be found on Monday
afternoon, |ate night phone calls
and those Pastor, do you have a
m nut e conversations that turned
i nto an hour.

He is a man of honor, a
man of consistency, a man whose
private |life matches his public.
Pastor's always said, it's a true
tragedy to be a public success and

a private failure. And in today's
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worl d, that alone is enough for a
standi ng ovation. For three
decades, he has faithfully preached
the word of God wth clarity,

convi ction and conpassion. He has
a way of delivering a sernon that
encour ages you, corrects you and
sends you hone thinking, man, | got
to make better |ife decisions
beyond the preaching and beyond the
title.

He is a devoted husband,
happily married and faithfully
commtted. That in itself is a
testinony. After 30 years of
mnistry -- | think we got four
m nut es because it's two of us,
we' ve conbi ned our tinme, | see the
red light there -- he is a
spiritual (inaudible) steady,
present and invested in the next
generation. In a tinme when

| eadership can be so | oud and
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shal | ow, Pastor has been steady and
deep.

This resol ution
recogni zes his work in the
community. But those who know him
understand that the greatest inpact
cannot be fully captured on paper.
It is witten in the lives he's
hel ped, the famlies he
strengt hened and the faith he's
hel ped build. Pastor Cd enent
Lupton and First Lady Brenda
Lupton, thank you for 30 years of
sacrifice, faithful ness and | ove
for God's people. W honor you, we
cel ebrate you and we thank God for
you. Today the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a recogni zes your work,
but eternity will reveal the true
measure of its inpact. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. LUPTON: | just want

to thank Gty Council, Councilwoman
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C ndy Bass --

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  |I'm
sorry. Please state your nane for
t he record.

MS. LUPTON: |'m sorry.
Cat herine Lupton. | want to thank
Counci | wman Ci ndy Bass for
honori ng our pastor, who's also ny
kid brother. But it's a blessing
to be here. This is a wonderful,
wonder ful honor. | w sh other
menbers of the church coul d have
been here, but | want to recognize
t hose who are here, if they would
just stand. Thank you for being
here. Thank you. That's all |
have.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Kevin
Upshur, Major Vanpelt, Victor
Rodri guez and Wck Savage, please
make your way to the podium

(Wtnesses approached
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podi um )

MR, SAVAGE: Good
nor ni ng, good afternoon, Council
President. | amhere to -- sorry,
nmy nane is Wck Savage. |'mhere
to support Council man Young's
resolution for March being Literacy
Month. It is so inportant that we
eradi cate this matter. This is a
serious matter in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a and t hroughout the
country.

W all watch early news
and |l ate news. 12 young nen were
just arrested and being accused of
murder. | wll guarantee you they
had a problemw th readi ng because
they chose to pick up a gun versus
a book. W collectively, along
wi t h Counci | man Young, can
eradicate this matter in
Phi | adel phi a.

| am dedi cating the rest
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of my adult life to attenpt to
share with the parents of young
people how inportant it is for
early reading. It nust start at
the hone. | amalso, with a
phi | ant hropi st out of Hawaii,
payi ng young parents to read to
their kids at |east twice a day or
twce a night. It only takes five
m nutes, and you wll see the
I nprovenent and the invol venent of
young people with the civic
responsibility in their devel opnent
of bei ng good stewards and good
young people. Thank you for this
nonent .

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W I
Roscoe Scott, Julia Meeks, Mecca
Vance, Stacey Jenkins -- sorry,
Stacey Trooskin and David Al exander
Jenkins, please walk to the podium

(Wtnesses approached
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podi um )

M5, RODRI GUEZ: My nane
is Victor Rodriguez and |'ma
participant with Supportive
Housing. |'mproud to acknow edge
that this program has offered ne
housi ng assi stance. And through
their help, | have been able to
obtain full-tinme enploynent and
budgeting ny noney. If it wasn't
for supportive housing and its
partnership, | would be on the
streets or dead. Please support
housing to continue here in Philly,
as many others like nyself wll be
affected. Thank you and God bl ess
all of you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. SCOIT: Cood
afternoon. M nane is Roscoe Scott
and |I'm a Board nenber of Philly
Black Pride, and |I'm al so a person

living with HV for 11 years. |'m
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here today in support of HV Is Not
A Crinme Awareness Day. \Wen |
first was diagnosed, | thought ny
life was over. Not because of the
virus itself, but because of the
stigma, the silence and the fear
society attached to it.

Over time | |earned the
truth, HYV is a nmanageabl e
condition. Wth treatnent, | live
a healthy life, athriving life. |
take ny nedication, | go to ny
appoi nt nent and |' m undet ect abl e,
whi ch nmeans | cannot transmt HV
to ny partners. U=Uis real.

What i s not manageabl e
Is stigm witten into the | aw.
HV crimnalization | aws were
created in a tinme of fear, not
silence -- not science. They
puni shed people for living with a
health condition. They

di sproportionately inpacted Bl ack
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conmuni ties, queer communities and
many people who are al ready
mar gi nal i zed. They di scour age
testing, they fuel shanme and they
do nothing to prevent H V.

| amnot a crine. M
status is not a weapon. My
exi stence is not sonething to be
policed. |If we truly care about
ending H'V, we nust center science,
conpassi on, community and public
heal t h, not punishnment. W need
policies that support access to
care, education, prevention and
dignity. Today |I stand here not
just as soneone living wwth HV,
but sonmeone who's living a fully
i fe happy, soneone worth | ove,
protection and justice. HV is not
acrine. Stigma is. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Sir,

t hank you for your testinony and
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t hank you for sharing your story
wWth us, sir. W definitely
appreciate it. Thank you.

M5. MEEKS: M nane is
Jayl a Sinone Meeks. (Good afternoon
now, everyone, and | am a second-
year |aw student. Thank you -- |I'm
a second-year |aw student. M nane
is Jayla Sinone Meeks. |'myvery
honored to be here. | serve as the
Director of Progranm ng for the
M d-Atlantic Black Law Student
Associ ation. And as a proud
Detroit native, | can say | |ove
the energy so far in Philly.

( Appl ause.)

M5. MEEKS: Before
anything else, I want to nmake sure
| extend our sincere gratitude to
Counci | man Jeffrey Young, Jr., for
sponsoring not only us being here,
but al so our resol ution and maki ng

this real. Further also, Ray
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Johnson, thank you for your
coordi nation, for making sure that
this is possible. W do not take
the fact that we're in this room
lightly.

By way of background,
MABLSA is what the Md-Atlantic is
known as, and we're the regional
affiliate of the National Black Law
St udent Associ ation, which is the
| argest | aw student-run nonprofit
in the country. Qur region
specifically spans Pennsyl vani a,
Del aware, Maryland, Virginia, West
Virginia and the District of
Col unmbia. And this week, 150 Bl ack
| aw students are gathered here in
Phi | adel phia just down the road for
our 58t h Annual Regi onal
Conventi on.

And as we all know, this
nmonth is special. [It's Black

H story Month. And we are also in
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Phi | adel phia during the 250th
anni versary of the signing of the
Decl arati on of |ndependence, which
we believe is where |iberty was
decl ared, but it has not yet fully
been delivered. So on behal f of
our Board and all the | aw students
that we represent, thank you for
the work that each and every one of
you are doing in this city and
carrying the legacy of a city that
naned |iberty and al so has the
responsibility to expand it. Wth
that, I wll now turn to our Chair,
Mecca Vance.

( Appl ause.)

M5. VANCE: Good
af ternoon and thank you again to
Counci | man Young and to the nenbers
of this Council for this
recognition. | am Mecca Vance,
anot her Detroit native, a Howard

Uni versity graduate and a 3L at
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Wlliamé& Mary. And | serve as a
CEO and Chair of the Md-Atlantic
Bl ack Law Student Association. |
have worked and | have led ny team
a teamof 21 driven and dedi cated

| aw students, and we have

coordi nated a convention that does
nore than cel ebrate.

Qur progranm ng i ncl udes
our pre-law synposium our regional
job fair, advocacy conpetitions and
our awards gala. An
I nt ergenerati onal networking space
IS connecting students with
practicing attorneys and judges.
Because the law is power, it
determ nes who builds weal th and
who | oses it, who protects and who
I s prosecuted, who has access to
opportunity and who is | ocked out.

And yet, Black attorneys
make up only 5% of | awyers

nati onwi de. That gap shapes who
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stands before the bench, who drafts
| egi sl ati on and whose life
experience inforns justice. So we
building this week is nore than a
conference. W are building
community in a profession that
often isolates us. W are building
pi pel i nes where there were once
barriers. W are building
col l ective strengths so that when
we wal k into courtroons, firns,
nonprofits and Council chanbers
like this one, we do so ready.

We stand here not in
opposition to institutions, but in
belief that institutions grow
stronger when they are inclusive,
reflective and courageous. Thank
you for recogni zi ng our students,

t hank you for welcomng us into
this historic chanber and thank you
for continuing the work of shaping

a city where liberty is not just
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decl ared but delivered. W are
honored to be here.

(Appl ause.)

DR. TROOSKIN:  Good
nmorning -- good afternoon. M nane
is Dr. Stacey Trooskin. | aman
i nfectious di sease physician and
the Chief Medical Oficer of
Mazzoni Center. And |'mhere to
support the resol ution designating
February 28 HV Is Not A crine
Awar eness Day. More than four
decades into the HV epidemc, we
have extraordi nary nedi cal
advances. H V is now a highly
treat abl e, nanageabl e, chronic
condition. Across the country
outdated laws still crimnalize
people living with H V.

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS: State
your nane for the record.

DR. TROOSKIN. | did,

yes. Across the country, outdated
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laws still crimnalize people
living with HV often regardl ess of
actual risk, intent or
transmssion. HVis not a crine
and a virus is not a noral failing,
and people living wth H'V deserve
care, not prosecution. Here in
Phi | adel phi a we have nade i nport ant
progress, but people living with
H'V are still deeply inpacted by
br oader national policies.
Uncertainty around
Medi cai d, Ryan Wi te prograns and
public health infrastructure
threatens access to |ife-saving
treatnent and prevention. For many
of our patients, stable access to
care depends on these prograns.
Interruptions in coverage are not
abstract policy debates. They
translate directly into mssed
medi cati on, worsened heal th

out cones and i ncreased conmrunity
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transm ssi on.

We al so know t hat
housing instability, racism
honmophobi a, transphobia, poverty
and crimnalization
di sproportionately inpact people
living with HV. And at Mazzoni
Center, we see this every day. W
provi de conprehensive HV
prevention and treatnent services,
but beyond the clinical care, we
work to create an affirmng,
stignma-free environnent, especially
for LABTQ individual s.

The fight against HV
has never been about a virus. It's
been about equity, justice and
human dignity. Thank you for your
| eader shi p, Counci | wonman Landau,
and for Gty Council for
recognizing HVis not a crine.

( Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Council will be at ease.

(Counci| at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Can we have the six-tine
chanpi on team | mhotep H gh School
pl ease join nme on the floor for a
second. Menber Bass.

Can we give these young
nmen a round of appl ause, pl ease?

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: They're not on the
corners. They're not outside
hustling. They're not carrying
guns. They're doing the right
things for the right reasons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, M. Al exander,
for your patience. Council wll
resure.

CH EF CLERK: David
Al exander, Angela Crundy, Judith
Robi nson, Ogbonna Hagi ns, Anna Dorn
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and Corrine Geen, please walk to
t he podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

MR JENKI NS:

M. President, nenbers and guests,
Davi d Al exander Jenkins and | cone
before you today, with others,
draped in the cloth of ny
forefathers, a cloth that
represents |ineage, responsibility,
wi sdom and stewardship. A visible
rem nder to the authority that nust
be served to the people, a cloth
woven in unity, cooperation,
prosperity through collective
effort and reverence for the |and

t hat sustains us.

The Bl ack Farners Co-Op
stands in a tradition of
agricultural excellence and
predates this nation, an
agricultural excellence which by
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force in the past fed our
forefathers here, but by choice
today feeds the future we design.
Bef ore we were the supply chains
and food deserts, there were
African systens of cooperative
farmng, |and stewardship and
comruni ty-centered econom cs. That
transatl anti c know edge defies
erasure, surviving today in the
wor k of Black growers right here in
Pennsyl vani a, in Phil adel phi a.

In just four years, the
Bl ack Farners Co-Qp has
strengt hened | ocal food systens
fromthe ground up. It has
supported nei ghbor hood growers and
entrepreneurs partnering wth
school s and organi zations to
advance sustainability and econonic
enpower nent in communities that
have too often be excluded from

bot h.
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So today as you | ook
around at those of us who wear the
Kente focus on the strands of silk
bat hed in the seeds of our today
and the prosperity of our tonorrow.
Focus on the strands spun fromthe
gold of a rich people whose history
survived 250 years of an Anerican
story. Focus on the silk spun in
green, synbolizing growh, renewal,
harvest and vegetation, those woven
into the story of a prom se of
liberty no man in Anerica could
know and w t hout whom no
Sem qui ncentenni al coul d occur.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You're wel cone.

DR. CRUMDY: Cood
nmorning. My nane is Dr. Angela
Crunmdy and | serve as the Director
of Programs and Research for

Bar ber shop Books. Geetings to
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Counci | President, Council man Young
and nmenbers of Gty Council. [|I'm
here to testify in support of the
resol ution recogni zing March as
Nat i onal Readi ng Month and March
2nd as Read Across Anerica Day.
Bar ber shop Books is a
nati onal organization dedicated to
I nspiring Black boys and ot her
vul nerable children to read for fun
by creating literacy-rich
envi ronnents for Black boys and
ot her vul nerable youth. In
Phi | adel phi a and across the
country, we know that 82% of Bl ack
boys in the 4th grade are reading
bel ow grade | evel.
However, Barbershop
Books is a testanent to the power
of community-led literacy efforts,
much i ke the neasures put forth by
Counci | man Young today. Founded in

2013 by Bl ack mal e ki ndergarten
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teacher Alvin Irby, Barbershop
Books transforns nei ghborhood
bar ber shops into joyful male-
centered literacy hubs that
strengthen children's reading,
identity, notivation and
confi dence.

Today we have a network
of over 200 participating
bar ber shops across the country. In
Phi | adel phi a, our second fl agship
city, we have 30 affiliated barber
shops, all of which are stocked on
an annual basis with children's
books that were recommended to us
by Bl ack boys. Al of our barbers
receive an early literacy training
that equips themwth the skills to
conbat reading traunma and to serve
as mal e reading rol e nodel s.

W estimate that 30
shops al one reach 4320 boys per

month. And that if only 30% of
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t hose boys read for 10 m nutes per
visit, that equates to over 155, 000
m nut es of out-of-school tine
readi ng per year. Qur efforts also
extend beyond the barbershop to
book |ists and free haircut

gi veaways. So al ongsi de bar bers,

l'i brari ans, teachers and school s
are nmenbers of the Read by 4th
Coal i tion.

Bar ber shop Books wor ks
hard to foster a positive reading
culture in the city. Thank you
again to Council man Young and
Council for prioritizing literacy.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Excuse ne, Ms. Judith --
Queen Judi th Robi nson, before you
begi n your presentation.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Mark Squil | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
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Thank you, M. President.

|'"d like to be recorded
aye on all bills and resol utions
that are going to be read into the
record as | do have to | eave for
conmuni ty busi ness.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Leave is granted and
votes will be recorded. Thank you
very nmnuch.

Queen Judi t h Robi nson,
the floor is yours.

M5. ROBI NSON:  Yes.
Good afternoon. Queen Judith
Robi nson here regardi ng 260122 and
250917. | have to pray real hard
every tinme | cone before this body
to nmake sure the right words cone
out of ny nouth. | want to say put
sone respect on ny nane. 40 years
of real estate background, | am
truly a housing practitioner, real

estate broker, |icense, etc.
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So when | say we're
asking HUD for mllions of dollars
for the honel essness budget, which
has i ncreased trenmendously over the
years, we shoul d be reducing
honel essness, reduci ng the anount
of nmoney that we spend in the nane
of honel essness, wheeling and
dealing in real estate.

The budget for the
honel essness, especially wth our
veterans, should definitely be
decreasing. Meanwhile, we're
asking the sanme agency, HUD, for
noney. $55 million from what |
understand cones to the Cty of
Phi | adel phia for the Phil adel phia
Housi ng Authority. Phil adel phia
Housi ng Authority is the clog in
the wheel. | say it again, and I'm
not stuttering when | say it.

Phi | adel phi a Housi ng

Aut hority has been allowed to use
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em nent domain. Now, they're over
in Wnnefield Hei ghts buying up bad
debts. They have denvolished a | ot
of high-rises throughout the Gty
of Phil adel phia. Now, they're
taking on high-rises to the tune of
$200-plus mllion, check. | told
them 99 tinmes because 98 obviously
was not enough.

Regardi ng the
Nei ghbor hood Transformation
Initiative, this bill regarding
denmolition, we can't nmanage what we
have from back 20 years ago.
$385 million of another bond
funding that | eaves us with all of
t hese vacant |ots and parcels
t hr oughout the whole city of
Phi | adel phia. | thank you all so
much for your tinme. Peace.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

M5. DORN: Hello. M
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name i s Anne Dorn. |'m speaking in
support of 241070-A, the
elimnation of the requirenment for
Resign to Run. It's been ny
observation that there's no
substitute for having experienced
people in public office. If the
el ected officials thensel ves don't
have the experience, they end up
depending a lot on their staff.

| hear the Mayor has
been handi ng out this book
Performative Qutrage, which tal ks
about how it doesn't go so well
when a | ot of policy is made behind
cl osed doors and then the el ected
officials are just |like white-
knuckling their way through the
nmeetings with the public.

The book does not really
paint a very attractive picture.
It suggests sone ways for white-

knuckling better, but ideally we
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woul d not be white knuckling at
all. We would engage with one
another in a really productive way.
Whenever you | ook back through

hi story, in Shakespeare, the Duke
I's holding court. In the Bible,
the king is holding court. There's
just no substitute for making
policy in public wth the public
wat chi ng and allow ng the public
sone ability to participate.

One of the things that
this book cautions agai nst, and
Counci | menber Thomas al so cauti oned
us against in the February 17
neeting, is that when everything is
done in private, it creates a
fertile ground for conspiracy
theories. He's cautioned us
agai nst those and we hope that
there won't be any conspiracy
t heori es about, for exanple, why

Joyce W1 kerson has not yet been
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confirmed to the School Board.

As a courtesy to the
Mayor, you've chosen not to vote
her nom nati on down. | woul d hope
as a courtesy to the people you
woul d all ow us to have a properly
| egal school board that can make
decisions that will hold up in
court. There's no substitute for
her long institutional nenory. As
| was sayi ng about resigned-to-run
being a bad policy, there's just no
substitute -- whatever you do or
don't |ike about her as a person,
there's no substitute for her |ong
experience in office and having
been in the room when deci si ons
were made. Thank you.

DR. GREEN. Good
afternoon. |I'mDr. Corrine Geen,
Executive Director for Mghty
Witers. | stand here today with

my teamin support of Council man
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Young' s resol ution recogni zi ng
March as National Reading Month and
March 2nd as Read Across Anerica
Day in the city.

Reading is not sinply an
academc mlestone. It's a
dignity. It is access. It is
possibility. It is the quiet yet
powerful force that shapes how
young peopl e understand t hensel ves
and how they can inmagine their
future. Literacy is not a
privilege. It is aright. Yet
across Phil adel phia, literacy
remai ns one of our city's nost
urgent chal |l enges.

According to Read by
4t h, 71% of Phil adel phia 4th
graders are not reading at grade
| evel, and the chal |l enges extend
beyond chil dhood. According to
Read by 4th, 71%of our famlies

that are living in housing and in
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our communities today, adults |ack
the literacy skills that affects
enpl oynent, financial stability and
the ability to support |earning at
hone.

At Mghty Witers, we
see the human side of these
nunbers. In the past year, we've
served nore than 5000 young peopl e
t hrough our literacy prograns that
are grounded in witing,
nment or shi p, social, enotional
| earning, and we've distributed
over 3 mllion pounds of food for
nore than 70,000 famlies because
we recognize that literacy and
| earni ng cannot be separated from
t hi s basi c need.

W under st and t hat
literacy does not exist in
isolation. It lives in the
I ntersection of education,

stability, confidence and

Page 165

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

2/ 26/ 26 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

opportunity. W want to recognize
Nat i onal Readi ng Month and Read
Across Anerica Day offers sonething
deeply neaningful to our city, a
collective affirmation that reading
Is not a luxury but a fundanent al
bui | di ng bl ock of equity and
access. For these reasons, Mghty
Witers proudly supports and stands
behind the resolution and urges its
sw ft passage and i npl enentati on.
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

MR. HAG NS: Good
morning. M nane i s Ogbonna Hagi ns
and |'ma fourth generation chattel
sl avery survivor. | want to speak
on Resol ution 250843. This bill
says we should | ock dunpsters to
protect the cleanliness and safety
of our nei ghborhoods. That nakes
sense. \Wen sonet hi ng causes harm

you just lock it up.
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But here's what | don't
understand. How are we going to
| ock dunpsters but not |ock the
city? How are we going to secure
trash bins, but keep sanctuary city
policies in place that |eave the
| arger gate wide open. That's the
question. |If we believe in
protection, then protection has to
mean sonet hing. Sanctuary city
status should not still be in
effect if we are serious about
securing our comrunities.

W're willing to | ock
dunpsters, but we're not willing to
| ock policies that hurt the
econom ¢ security and safety of
Aneri can Freednen, the descendants
of chattel slavery. The 13th
Amendnent didn't just end slavery.
It ended the badges of slavery.
And if gave governnment -- it gave

governnment the duty to renove them
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It gave governnent the duty to
renove the badges of slavery. That
duty is not optional. It's
constitutional.

When Anerican Freednen
are pushed to the back of the line
i n housing, contracts, jobs and
I nvestnents while sanctuary
policies expand protections for
t hose who are here unlawful ly, that
IS not equal governance.

Mai nt ai ni ng sanctuary city status
while failing to constitutionally
prioritize American Freednen is a
noder n-day vestige of slavery. So,
yes, protect the city, but protect
it the right way. Put Anmerican
Freednmen first, not as a choice but
as a constitutional mandate.

| was going to do what
Donald Trunp did and ask y'all to
stand up and agree that Anerica is

a first, but 1'"ll see that when you
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guys vote next week for the
establi shment of the O fice of
Freednen Affairs. Wen it's
unani nously voted yes, all 17 of
you wi || be standi ng up
acknow edgi ng the constitutional
citizens, the --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, M. Ogbonna
Hagi ns.

MR HAG NS: -- Anerican
Freednmen. (Qgbonna Hagins. Over
and out.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, sir.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Thank you, M. President.

| would like to be
recorded as aye on all bills and
resolutions and I would like to

request to go handl e sone
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Counci |l --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: Leave is recorded --

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, sir.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Leave is granted, and all
votes will be recorded as aye.

Chai r recognizes
Counci | menber O Neil | .

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Thank you, M. President.

| would Iike to be
recorded aye on all bills and
resol utions except for a nay on
Resol uti on 260129.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: 260129. Leave is granted
and your votes will be officially
recorded. Thank you very nuch,
sir.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
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names on the list for public
coment .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very mnuch.

W will now consider the
bills and resol utions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar.
The Clerk will please read the
Title of Resolution No. 241070-A.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on proposi ng an anmendment
to the Phil adel phia Hone Rul e
Charter to elimnate the
requirenment that Gty officers and
enpl oyees resign fromtheir Cty
of fi cer enpl oynent before becomn ng
candi dates for public office; and
providing for the subm ssion of the
amendnent of the el ectors of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber | saiah Thomas for a
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nmoti on regardi ng Resol ution No.
241070.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 241070- A be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No opposed.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
nmotion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

The Cerk wll please
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read the title of Resolution No.
260119.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution authorizing the
Phi | adel phia Land Bank to di spose
of 3902, 3906 West G rard Avenue,
3911-15 Canbridge Street |located in
the 3rd Councilmanic District in
accordance wth the terns of
Chapter 16-700 of The Phil adel phi a
Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jam e Gauthier for a
noti on regardi ng Resol uti on No.
2601109.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
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properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 260119 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it, the
nmotion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

Wul d the derk pl ease
read the title of Resolution
No. -- Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

|'"d like to be recorded
as a nay on 241070-A.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: 241 -- repeat it again,

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R, R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

2/ 26/ 26 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

pl ease.

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG,
241070- A

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  070-A, it will be
recorded as a nay.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You're wel cone.

Wul d the Cerk please
read the title of Resol ution No.
260122.

CH EF CLERK: A
resolution calling on the United
St at es Departnent of Housing and
Ur ban Devel opnent, HUD, to expand
I nvestnments into the evidence-based
solution to address honel essness
that is permanent supportive
housi ng, and condemni ng t he
significant negative inpacts to

such cuts to funding will have on
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Phi | adel phia's residents nunici pal
servi ces and exacerbate our ongoi ng
housi ng cri si s.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau for a
noti on regardi ng Resol uti on No.
260122.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 260122 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

Wul d the Cerk please
read the title of Resolution No.
260123.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution authorizing the
Phi | adel phia Land Bank to di spose
of 515-33 West Cunberl and Street,
2502, 2504, 2506, 2508, 2511-21,
2543-51 North Fairhill Street,
2506- 22, 2524, 2625, 2534-42 North
Reese Street, located in the 7th
Councilmanic District in accordance
wth the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada for a

noti on regardi ng Resol uti on No.

Page 177

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

Page 178
2/ 26/ 26 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
260123.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 260123 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it, the
nmotion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

Wul d the derk pl ease
read the title of Resolution No.
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260125.

CH EF CLERK: A
resolution calling on Governor Josh
Shapi ro and t he Pennsyl vani a
Ceneral Assenbly to enact adult use
cannabi s |l egalization in 2026.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Brooks for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 260125.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 260125 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it, the
nmotion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

Wul d the derk pl ease
read the title of Resol ution No.
260129.

CH EF CLERK: A
resolution urging the U S. Senate
to oppose the SAVE Act and rej ect
any additional barrier to voter
regi stration.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber N na Ahmad for a
noti on regardi ng Resol ution No.
260129.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
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of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 260129 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

Wul d the Cerk please
read the title of Resolution -- of
Bill No. 241056. This bill having
been read on two different days,
the question nowis shall the bill
pass finally.
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Chi ef Cerk, please call
the roll.

CH EF CLERK: | want to
read the title first.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Sure, read the title.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance providing for the
subm ssion to the qualified
el ectors of the City of
Phi | adel phi a of the proposal set
forth in a Resol ution approved by
Counci |, proposing an anendnent to
t he Phil adel phia Home Rul e Charter
to elimnate the requirenent that
City officers and enpl oyees resign
fromtheir Cty office or
enpl oynent before becom ng
candi dates for public office and
aut horizing the appropriate offers
to publish notice and neke
arrangenents for the speci al

el ecti on.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This bill having been
read on two different days, the
gquestion nowis shall the bill pass
finally.
Chi ef Clerk, please call
the roll.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Philli ps.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Thonmas.
COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Landau.
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COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Lozada.
COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Young.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Nay.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Br ooks.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Harrity.
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber O Rour ke.
COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.
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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
O Neill was aye. Council nenber
Squilla was aye.
Counci | menber Bass.
COUNCI LWOMAN BASS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Ahnad.
COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK: And,
Counci | President Johnson.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Aye. The ayes are 15.
The nays are 0. Mjority of all --
it's one nay?
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:
One nay.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Menber Young, you're a
nay?
COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG
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(Nodding affirmatively).

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Ayes are 15. The nays
are 1. The mpjority of all nenbers
having voted in the affirmative,
the bill passes.

Also for the record on
260129, resolution sponsored by
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahnad,
Counci | menber Brian O Neill is a
nay just for the record.

The next order of
business is the Cerk will please
read any additional resolutions on
t oday' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng Chi ef | nspector
Ni cholas Smth for his
di sti ngui shed service, conmmunity-
centered | eadershi p and unwaveri ng
commtnment to public safety in the

Cty of Philadel phia. Introduced
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by Counci | menber Philli ps.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. Anthony Phillips
for a notion on the resol ution.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.
| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol ution be adopted.
Al in favor wll
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
(No opposed.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution i s adopted.
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Clerk, please call --
pl ease read the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution
congratul ating the Audenried High
School G rls Basketball Team on
Wi nni ng the 2026 Public League
Chanpi onshi p agai nst | nmhotep Hi gh
School, securing their fourth
strai ght PPL Chanpi onshi p.
| nt r oduced by Counci |l nenber Thonmas
on behal f of Council President
Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber |saiah Thomas for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

Thank you, Counci l
Presi dent, on your behalf, | nove
for the adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: Thank you. |t has been
noved and properly seconded that
the resol uti on be adopt ed.
Al'l those in favor w |l
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution i s adopted.
Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.
CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng Phi | adel phi a250 and t he
Phi | adel phia Visitor Center
Corporation and their Phil adel phia
community partners for their work
on the "Ring It On" cityw de
Sem qui ncentennial Initiative.
| nt r oduced by Counci |l nenber Thonmas
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on behal f of Council President
Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Sem qui ncentennial. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
| sai ah Thomas for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

| " m excited about the
250t h birthday of the country.
We'll use that word. And | nove
for the adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No opposed.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
February 28, 2026 as HV Is Not A
Crime Awareness Day in the Cty of
Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Landau for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R, R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

2/ 26/ 26 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w |l
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution i s adopted.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resolution honoring and
recogni zing the U S. Wnen's Hockey
Team for w nning the gold nedal at
the 2026 Wnter d ynpics and
representing the United States with
di stinction, integrity and

excel l ence. Introduced by
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Counci | menber Landau.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau for a
notion on the resolution.
COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
Thank you, Council President.
| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol ution be adopted.
Al'l those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted. W were
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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certainly welcone to this body.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and cel ebrating March 2026 as
Wnen's H story Month in the Cty
of Phil adel phi a, and chanpi oni ng
t he power of wonen who build
connections and drive prosperity
for all. Introduced by
Counci | menber Lozada.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada for a
notion on the resolution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
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properly seconded that the
resol ution be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
resol ution i s adopted.

Chi ef Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resolution recogni zing
and honoring the Snedl ey Bull dog
Blitz Cheerleaders as the first
Phi | adel phia public elenentary
school to conpete at the UCA
Nationals. Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Lozada.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada for a
notion on the resolution.
COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President,
| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.
Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution i s adopted.
Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.
CH EF CLERK: A
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privileged resolution welcom ng the
58th Md-Atlantic Black Law
Students Associ ati on Regi onal
Convention to the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
Counci | menber Young.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jeffrey Jay Young for
a notion on the resolution.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.
| nove for its adoption.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.
Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

Page 198
2/ 26/ 26 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.
Chief derk, please read
the title of the next resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
March as "National Readi ng Month"
and March 2nd as "Read Across
Anerica Day" in the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, and further honoring
the critical work of community
organi zati ons working to expand
literacy skills of youth and adults
across the city of Phil adel phi a.
| nt roduced by Counci | menber Young.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jeffrey Jay Young for
a notion on the resolution.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.
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| nove for its adoption.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.
Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution i s adopted.
Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resolution.
CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
February 23rd to February 27, 2026
as Public Schools Wek and
celebrating the essential role of
Public School s, educators, students
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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and famlies and strengthening the
Cty of Philadel phia. Introduced
by Counci | menber Young.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jeffrey Jay Young for
a notion on the resolution.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you, M. President.
| nove for its adoption.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.
Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Anyone opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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resolution is adopted.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and cel ebrating Dr. Carol Simmons,
Nyoca Carr, Estelle Vaughn, Pela
McFee, Carolyn Booker, Wnnie
Harris, and the Black wonen who
devote their lives to nourishing
their nei ghbors and comunities
across Phil adel phia, on the
occasi on of Bl ack Hi story Month.
| nt r oduced by Counci |l nenber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Brooks for a notion
on the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption

of the resol ution.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol ution be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

WIIl the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and honoring the Inmhotep Charter
Hi gh School boys' basketball team
for wwnning its sixth consecutive
Publ i ¢ League Chanpi onshi p and
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celebrating its historic
achi evenent in Phil adel phia high
school basketball. Introduced by
Counci | menber Bass.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recognizes
Counci | menber G ndy Bass for a
notion on the resolution.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.
| nove for the adoption
of this resolution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol ution be adopt ed.
Al'l those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?
(No response.)
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
resol ution i s adopted.

Chief Cerk, please read
the title of the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring
Pastor Cenment M Lupton, 1Il, for
hi s out standi ng | eader shi p,
faithful service and transformative
I npact upon the spiritual and civic
life of the Gty of Philadelphiain
recognition of Black Hi story Month.
| nt r oduced by Counci |l nenber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber G ndy Bass for a
nmotion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| "' m honored to nove for
the adoption of this resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol ution be adopt ed.
Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Anyone opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.
Chief derk, please read
the title of the next resolution.
CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution authorizing
the Joint Commttees on Public
Heal th and Human Services and The
Children and Youth to hold hearings
to rai se awareness regardi ng the
role of gamng platforns and soci al
platfornms and their use in
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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groom ng, recruitnment and
exploitation of mnors, including
conduct that may |l ead to human
trafficking. Introduced by
Counci | menber Ahnad.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahmad for a
notion on the resol ution.
COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.
| nove for the adoption
of this resol ution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.
Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted. Hopefully
we can sue Robl ox. So good j ob,
Dr. N na Ahnmad.
COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
They' ve been sued tw ce.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Maybe we' Il sue them-- a
third tinme's a charm
Chi ef Cerk, please read
the title of the next resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resolution recogni zing
and honoring the Phil adel phia
Orchestra on the occasion of its
125t h Anni versary, celebrating its
founding in 1900 and its enduring
role in establishing Phil adel phia
as a gl obal center of culture,
creativity and artistic excellence.
| nt r oduced by Counci | nenber Ahnad.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahmad for a
notion on the resolution.
COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.
| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol ution be adopt ed.
Al'l those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.
Chi ef Cerk, please read
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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the title of the next resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring
Angel o Perryman and Perryman
Bui | di ng and Construction for 70
years of excellence, |eadership and
| asting inpact on the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
Counci | menber Ahnad.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahmad for a
notion on the resolution.
COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.
| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.
Al'l those in favor
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anyone opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
resolution is adopted.

Chief Cerk, please read
the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
resolutions in nmy possession.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: That conpletes public
comrent for today.

Are there any speeches
on behalf of the Mnority?

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Kendra Brooks,
M nority Leader.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you, Council President.
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Today is our | ast
nmeeting of Black Hi story Month and
it was wonderful to see so nmny
colors and patterns in chanbers
today to cel ebrate African
heritage. Thank you to ny Chief of
Staff Shakeda Gai nes for organi zing
this tradition at Gty Council.

Today as part of Bl ack
H story Month, | introduced a
resolution to honor Black wonen who
nouri sh Phil adel phia's conmmuniti es.
These wonen are at the forefront of
urban agricul ture, community garden
and food security in our city, and
t hey have been doing the work for
decades, often w thout taking
I nportant steps towards buil ding
sust ai nabl e | ocal food networks
t hat honor our communities, our
cul ture and our environnent.

| am grateful and proud

to recognize Dr. Carol Simmons,
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Nyoca Carr, Estelle Vaughn, Pela
McFee and Carol yn Booker and to
remenber the |egacy of Ms. Wnnie
Harris who passed in 2017. W
honor these wonen by passing this
resol uti on today, but we also know
that the best and nost inportant
way to honor their work is by
ensuring that urban agriculture can
continue into the future. That
means protecting community gardens,
reform ng the Land Bank and
creating better pathways to | and
security for urban farnmers. | |ook
forward to working wiwth all of ny
col | eagues on these issues in the
future.

Today | al so passed a
resol ution thanking Josh Shapiro
for introduci ng a budget that
| egali zes marijuana. Today City
Council called on the Pennsyl vani a

Ceneral Assenbly to support the
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Governor's plan. Pennsylvania's
cannabi s | aws have caused enor nous
harmto Bl ack communities across
the state, and change is |ong
over due.

We need | aws to support
| ocal Bl ack entrepreneurs in the
I ndustry and repair the harm of
crimnalization. Legalizing
mari juana can al so bring hundreds
of mllions dollars here in nuch-
needed revenue to the city and
state. | hope 2026 is a year that
Pennsylvania finally |egalizes
adul t-use cannabis and we begin to
see the many benefits of our
econony and our communities. It
makes no sense that Phil adel phi ans
can travel over to New Jersey and
spend their noney to buy | egal
weed. Yet we remain sitting on the
sidelines as a state.

| also want to take a
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monment to invite all of ny
col | eagues to next week's People's
Hearing on reproductive health. W
will be hearing stories from
communi ty nenbers havi ng been
I npacted by the cuts to funding for
reproductive care and a range of
experts on the needs and chal | enges
here in Philadel phia. | hope to
see many of you there on Thursday,
March 5th at 6:00 p.m at the
Friends Center. Child care and
food will be provided. Thank you
so nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: Thank you very nuch.

Chair recogni zes
speeches of the Majority. Chair
recogni zes Council nenber Dr. N na
Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Thank you, Council President.
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| wanted to start off
Wi th our schools. This week | sent
two separate |letters to advocate
for Waring School and Lankenau Hi gh
School and to keep pushing for a
process that people can actually
follow. When a school is even
mentioned in the context of closure
or consolidation, famlies do not
experience that as a planning
exercise. They feel it as a
right -- feel it right away. It
affects enrol | ment decisions, staff
noral e and the stability of
prograns | ong before any final
deci si ons are nade.

W owe these communities
clarity, transparency and respect,
and we wll owe thema process
where the public can see the | ogic,
verify the inputs and understand
what happens next. And there's a

neeting today, which wll be
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addressing this. The School Board
Is neeting on this issue. And
there's a press conference that PFT
I's having right before that.

On a lighter note, |
wanted to take a nmonent to
recogni ze sonet hing positive and
truly Phil adel phian. Today we
honored t he Phil adel phia Orchestra
on its 125th anniversary. It was
really technically 126th because
the 125t h happened | ast year, but
we presented a citation celebrating
what it has neant to our city and
to conme for generations.

| al so recogni zed Angel o
Perryman and hi s daughter Angelina
Perryman for the | egacy of Perryman
Bui | ding and Construction and its
| asting i npact on Phil adel phia. W
wi |l be doing a presentation with
himto present the engrossed copy,

and that is going to cone at a
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| ater date, but | just wanted to
make sure this is in the record.
And | wanted to finally
t hank ny col | eagues who supported
the resolution urging the Senate to
reject the Safe Act. The House has
al ready acted but this bill is
still pending in the Senate, so
this is the nonent to speak up.
Thi s SAVE Act woul d add new
docunentation hurdles for eligible
voters, and those hurdl es woul d
fall hardest on people who already
face barriers, including wonen who
have changed their nanes after
marriage, naturalized citizens,
seniors, students and worKki ng
famlies. Protecting elections
shoul d never nean nmaking it harder
for eligible Anericans to vote.
encourage constituents to contact
their Senators now and oppose the

SAVE Act while it is still under
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consi derati on.

And next, | wanted to
mention ny online groom ng
resolution that | introduced today.
This is not theoretical and it is
not rare. |t is happening to young
peopl e across platforns. And it
can start with sonething that | ooks
harm ess before it turns into
coercion, exploitation or lasting
t raunma.

Parents are trying to
keep up. Schools are trying to
respond, and too often the system
only catches it after damage is
done. I'mlooking forward to
hol ding a joint hearing between the
Comm ttee on Public Health and
Human Services and Conmmttee on
Chil dren and Youth so we can hear
fromexperts, fromparents and
young people. The goal is to focus

on prevention, reporting pathways
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that famlies can trust and the
support that would be in place when
a child is at risk.

Finally, a scheduling
note for the public: The
Reproducti ve Heal th hearing that
was reschedul ed i s now on Mnday,
March 2nd at 1:00 p.m | encourage
residents to tune in, submt
testinony and stay engaged, because
this is about access to care,
accurate information and the
ability of people to nmake deci sions
based on about their health with
dignity and also to identify gaps.

Thank you, Counci l
President. | yield back.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very mnuch.

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Dr. Anthony Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

Thank you, Council President.
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| just want to rem nd
the public that we have -- all of
the residents of the 9th District
that we are continuing to have our
town halls that are happening. |If
you go to our social nedia, you
will see all of our town halls or
join our (inaudible) or call our
of fice at 215-686-3454. W have
one tonight for the Lower North
(i naudi bl e) at Housing Recreation
Center from6:00 to 7:30 p. m
| ocated at 5091 Sunmerdal e Avenue.

Qur town halls are
opportunities for you to share your
concerns about public safety,
nei ghbor hood services, youth
progranmm ng and conmunity
devel opnent. Qur office believes
in |istening.

And next nonth, we wll
be |istening, honoring and

supporting Chief |Inspector Ni cholas
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Smth. And |'mlooking forward to
recogni zing themw th all of you
next nonth. So with that being
said -- also l'd like to thank ny
fiancee for joining ne today to
visit, taking away tinme from her
day-to-day just to conme see us.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Smart young nman. Snart
young nan.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jeffrey Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you, M. President.

It seens that as el ected
officials, we take in a ot of
stuff about us. People say a |ot
of vile stuff about us. It seens
like we're not allowed to have a

sense of hunor about it as well.
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But I want my constituents to
know -- ny constituents do know
that in the 5th Council District we
are fighting each and every day to
I nprove their lives.

And wth that, this week
| want to thank my coll eagues for
passing a resol ution honoring or
wel com ng hundreds of |aw students
from across our region to
Phi | adel phia as they descend for
the 58th Annual Regi onal Conventi on
of the Md-Atlantic Black Law
Student Association is taking pl ace
February 25 through March 1st at
the Sonesta Hotel also in the 5th
Council District. Law students,
| egal professionals and advocates
fromacross the region will gather
in the spirit of this year's thene,
Li berty Calling Echoes of Progress.

So we hope all of those

who are visiting our city will fall
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in love wwth our city. W hope you
bring your talents to the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, the City of Brotherly
Love and Sisterly Affection. And I
encour age everyone who is
interested in the | aw or being an
attorney in any way to check out
t heir conventi on.

| also want to thank ny

col | eagues for passing the

resol ution today honoring and
recogni zing March as Nati onal
Readi ng Month and March 2nd as Read
Across Anerica Day. | want to
t hank sone of those organizations
who participated today, M ghty
Witers, Read by 4th, Read to
Succeed, Barbershop Books, Beyond
Literacy, the Strawberry Mansion
Learning Center. And also, | want
to thank M. Wck Savage for
testifying as well.

So literacy remains --

Page 223

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Stated Meeting

2/ 26/ 26 - STATED - SPEECHES

as you heard today, it's one of the
bi ggest crises that we have in the
Cty of Philadel phia. And 70% of
our 4th graders cannot read at
grade level. That's 70% And then
you heard another statistic that
said that 70% of househol ds |iving
I n housing, their parents can't
read. So if the parents can't

read, the probability that the
child wll be able to read is very,
very | ow.

And so, we have to do
nore to expand literacy for all.
Literacy remai ns one of the
strongest predictors of long-term
educati onal success, econom c
nmobi lity and positive health
outcones. So we need to continue
to invest in our children as our
city struggles with this literacy
crisis in our city.

| al so want to thank you
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all for passing a resolution nam ng
this week as Public Schools Wek.
This is a national celebration of
public schools in our society. W
know t hat public schools play a
critical role in educating
generations of students, fostering
ci vi c engagenent and preparing
young people to becone productive
citizens.

Every nei ghbor hood
deserves to have quality and
thriving public schools. W nust
remenber that public education
bel ongs to the peopl e and not
special interests, right. And so,
| look forward to having
conversations tonight, as ny
Counci|l col |l eague al luded to, at
the School District of Philadel phia
Board of Education where the Board
will formally be presented the
facilities plan.
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"Il be in attendance
t oni ght al ongsi de educat ors,
famlies, union nenbers to hear the
di scussi on about school cl osures,
consol idations and al so the
recei ving schools fromthese pl ans,
right. And also, want to
under st and what these catchnent
lines | ook I'i ke and ensure that
there's equity in that.

So if we want to nake
sure that student voices are heard,
parent voices are heard, the
educators are heard, tonight is a
critical opportunity to nmake your
experi ences, your concerns and your
solutions part of the public
record. Transparency natters.
Community deserve clear information
about decision-nmaking criteria, the
tinmeline and the | ong-terminpact
bef ore any decision is made.

So public engagenent
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does not end with the rel ease of
this plan, right. This is where it
begi ns now when it's formally
presented to the School Board. So
We encour age everyone who cares
about the future of public
education in the Gty of

Phi | adel phia to attend and to
testify on that.

And, M. President, one
final note. Today we did introduce
| egi slation, which | think
clarifies an interpretation of our
zoni ng code. Mbdst zoning
officials, zoning practitioners and
code officials interpret this
particul ar section of our code to
mean that if you have a use
registration permt and you do not
obtain what's called a certificate
of occupancy wi thin six nonths,
then your use registration permt
| apses.
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| think that this cones
down to literacy and interpretation
and conprehension skills of folks.
There's a narrative being pushed
that that's not what the common
Interpretation is. But currently
on zoning permts currently right
now, it clearly says for zoning
permts not involving devel opnent,
nmeaning if there are no
construction docunents associ at ed
Wi th your permt, you have siXx
nont hs to change your use.

And so, what this bill
does today is clarify that that
says -- and adds a specific
sentence to the code that says,
zoning permts wthout construction
docunents and use registrations,
you have six nonths to change that
particul ar use. That's been the
comon interpretation. | just want

to clarify that for those who are
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not zoning practitioners or code
officials, so there's no
m sunder st andi ng or
m sinterpretati on of our zoning
code. And | look forward to having
t hose hearings and those
di scussions with ny col | eagues as
we advance this |legislation through
Phi | adel phia Gty Council.

So thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
Thank you, Council President.

Today | introduced a
resolution to recognize HV |Is Not
A Cime Day. M journey in LGBTQ+
advocacy began during the early
years of the HI V-AlI DS epi dem c.

Wil e people living with H 'V can
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now better manage their diagnosis,
this work is far fromconpl ete.
The stigmatization and
crimnalization of HV persists
even after all of the advancenents
we've made. Crimnalizing H YV as
we do in Pennsylvani a does not
enhance public health, rather it
fosters hatred, discourages testing
and prevents those in need of
treatnment from seeking it out.

Recently the Trunp

Adm ni stration announced a $600
mllion cut to HV prevention and
ot her public health prograns. This
funding | oss jeopardi zes years of
progress in LGBTQ+ health care and
we nust protect all our

Phi | adel phi ans, especially the
gqueer community, from
stigmatization and access to
testing preventative drugs and

support.
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Today | al so introduced
a resolution honoring the U S
Wnen's Hockey Team who brought
home the gold nedal at the Wnter
A ynpics, representing the United
States with excellence. | was so
pl eased to have Ed Snyder Youth
Hockey and Education here to speak
to the inportance of wonen's
sports, not just in Philadel phia
but across the world.

Wnen's sports uplifts
comruni ties, pronotes gender equity
and inspires future generations to
pursue excellence. | can't speak
for that guy in the Wite House,
but | amvery proud of what the
U.S. Wnen's Team has acconpl i shed.

Finally, |ast week,
al ongsi de Counci | renber Gaut hi er |
i ntroduced a resolution urging the
U.S. Departnent of Housing and

Ur ban Devel opnent, HUD, to increase
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I nvestnents in pernmanent supportive
housi ng and evi dence- based
solutions to honel essness. These
funds are essential for
organi zations that offer crucial
services to ensure that our nost
I n-need residents have a safe place
to stay. Thank you to all of the
peopl e who provi ded powerf ul
testinony today, including |ived
experi ence, and for everybody who
cane out to public coment today on
these issues. Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. President.

| would state for the
record that | would party with
everybody in Cty Council, but
particul arly Menber Brooks. She
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goes to the nei ghborhood she's
still fromand she is respected in
t hat nei ghborhood. So |I woul d hang
out with her first and I'd line the
rest of y'all up. So | want her to
know t hat .

However, on the
resol ution supporting the
Governor's efforts to |legalize
marijuana, | would then hold her
responsi ble for certain key things:
Ask yourself right now, at your
honme when you wal k out the door,
what do you have a hi gher
probability of running to, a book,
a vegetable, marijuana or a gun?

| f you can say marijuana
enhances the quality of life, that
If you put it at the corner store
nearest you, that people
responsi bly are going to handle
that, or in sone parts of the 4th

District | know that that's going
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to go on top of liquor-by-the-
drink, |oosey cigarettes, ganbling
machi nes. And so, there is a
difference in how the Majority
Leader has been fighting for

regul ation of stores that have
becone a plague in our conmunity.
Let's not add on. Let's add
regul ati ons to.

So if you violate

| i quor-by-the-drink, if you violate
| oosey cigarettes or if you sell
il1legal marijuana three tines,
you're out. No, you can't sell it
to your cousin. No, you can't open
up next week. No, we're going to
hol d you to a higher standard for
our children. So as long as we do
that -- | know we need a revenue.

| know we're fighting for SEPTA. |
know we're fighting for public
education. W got to figure out

what's the hard we're willing to
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live wwth. Choose your heart. But
even with your heart, you got to
know how to regulate it so that it
mnimzes sone of the negative
I npacts on our community.

Thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very much.

There are no nore
speeches on behalf of the Mjority.

Chair recognizes
Counci | menber G ndy Bass for a
notion to adjourn.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove that Council
stands adj ourned until Thursday,
March 5, 2026 at 10: 00 a.m

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: All those signify by

sayi ng aye.
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(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT

JOHNSON: Anyone opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT

JOHNSON: Ayes have it and we are

adj our ned.
(Stated Meeting

adj ourned at 1:09 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON
|, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evidence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken
by me in the foregoing matter, and that this
Is a correct transcript of the sane.
C\ha/wd@\«/ /) @
TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public
(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sanme by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the
certifying reporter.)
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City of Philadelphia
City Council Calendar
Thursday, February 26, 2026

PUBLIC COMMENT

ABOUT PUBLIC COMMENT: City Council receives public comment on bills and
resolutions that are printed on this agenda for the meeting. Speakers will have up to three
minutes to speak; please prepare your comments to fit within that time limit. The Council
President, may, depending on circumstances, establish a lower time limit. The Council
President will announce the applicable time limit at the beginning of the public comment
portion of the agenda. The Council President may also limit repetitious comments on the
same agenda item or defer comments to the next meeting of Council.

HOW TO SIGN UP FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: Speakers for public comment can sign up in
advance, submit comments electronically, or sign up to speak the day of the meeting.

To sign up in advance, speakers may call 215-686-3406 or email chiefclerk@phila.gov by no
later than 3 p.m. the day before the meeting. Speakers who sign up in advance will be
added to the list. Speakers must provide the following information:

* Full name (including proper pronunciation and spelling)

e The bill number or resolution number that will be addressed

*  Whether you support or oppose that particular bill or resolution
¢ Telephone number where you can be reached

e Street address

Speakers may also submit public comment electronically by email to

chiefclerk@phila.gov no later than 3 p.m. the day before the meeting, preferably as a Word
or a PDF attachment to the email. Electronic submissions become part of the written
record of the proceedings but they are not read aloud in Council. To sign up the day of the
meeting, come to Room 400, City Hall and check in at the desk by the entrance.

If you require an accommodation or service to fully participate, please let the Chief
Clerk’s Office know when signing up for Public Comment.

*If you need an interpreter for these events, please call or email the Chief Clerk's office for
information about our language services.
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ORDER OF BUSINESS IN A COUNCIL SESSION

Note: Some items do not occur at every session:

Invocation.

Approval of the journal of the preceding meeting.

Requests by Councilmembers for permission to be absent from the session.
Reading of communications from the Mayor.

Introduction of bills and resolutions (to be referred to appropriate Committees of
Council).

Reports from Committees of Council.
Special business.
Bills on first reading.

Public comment on bills and resolutions on the Second Reading and Final Passage
Calendars - titles are printed below.

Bills that Council passed but that need to be returned by the Mayor for reconsideration.
Consideration of bills and resolutions on the Second Reading and Final Passage Calendars.
Bills and resolutions on the Suspension Calendar.

Speeches by Councilmembers.
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BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS ON FINAL PASSAGE

241070-A
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Thomas

Resolution proposing an amendment to the Philadelphia Home Rule Charter to eliminate the
requirement that City officers and employees resign from their City office or employment before
becoming candidates for public office; and providing for the submission of the amendment of the
electors of Philadelphia.

260119
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Gauthier

Resolution authorizing the Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 3902, 3906 W. Girard Avenue,
3911-15 Cambridge Street located in the 3rd Councilmanic District in accordance with the terms of
Chapter 16-700 of The Philadelphia Code.

260122
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Landau

Resolution calling on the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to
expand investments into the evidence-based solution to address homelessness that is Permanent
Supportive Housing, and condemning the significant negative impacts such cuts to funding will have on
Philadelphia’s residents, municipal services, and exacerbate our ongoing housing crisis.

260123
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Lozada

Resolution authorizing the Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 515-33 W. Cumberland Street,
2502, 2504, 2506, 2508, 2511-21, 2543-51 N. Fairhill Street, 2506-22, 2524, 2526, 2534-42 N.
Reese Street located in the 7th Councilmanic District in accordance with the terms of Chapter 16-700
of The Philadelphia Code.

260125
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Brooks

Resolution calling on Governor Josh Shapiro and the Pennsylvania General Assembly to enact
adult-use cannabis legalization in 2026.
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260129
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Ahmad

Resolution urging the U.S. Senate to oppose the SAVE Act and reject any additional barrier to voter
registration.

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS ON SECOND READING AND FINAL PASSAGE

241056
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Thomas

An Ordinance providing for the submission to the qualified electors of the City of Philadelphia of the
proposal set forth in a Resolution approved by Council proposing an amendment to the Philadelphia
Home Rule Charter to eliminate the requirement that City officers and employees resign from their
City office or employment before becoming candidates for public office; and authorizing the
appropriate officers to publish notice and to make arrangements for the special election.

250768
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Gauthier

An Ordinance amending Title 17 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled “Contracts and Procurement,” to
prohibit contractors providing solid waste, recycling or composting services to the City from
incinerating discarded matter, under certain terms and conditions.

250807
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Squilla

An Ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of Public Property to acquire, on behalf of the City, fee
simple title or a lesser interest, by purchase, dedication, donation, condemnation, agreement in lieu of
condemnation or otherwise, for the purpose of making, enlarging, connecting, extending, operating,
and maintaining public parks for recreational use, certain parcels of land, generally bounded and
located between Vine Street, Fairmount Avenue, 8th Street and 12th Street, together with all
improvements thereon and all associated easements and appurtenances; and to lease the property, or
a portion thereof, to the Center City District; all under certain terms and conditions.

250843
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Squilla for Council President Johnson

An Ordinance amending Chapter 10-700 of the Philadelphia Code, entitled “Refuse and Littering,” to
require locking dumpsters; all under certain terms and conditions.
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250917
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Young

An Ordinance amending Section 14-529 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled “/VDO, Fifth District
Overlay District,” to provide for building requirements to prevent vacant lots, all under certain terms
and conditions.

250980
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Phillips

An Ordinance amending Chapter 9-3900 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled “Property Licenses and
Owner Accountability,” by requiring non-resident landlords to provide verifiable contact information
and a designated local contact and establishing penalties for non-compliance, all under certain terms
and conditions.

251025
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Driscoll

An Ordinance regulating the direction of movement of traffic on Ryan Avenue between Leon Street
and Frankford Avenue.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTIONS

260135
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Phillips

Resolution honoring and recognizing Chief Inspector Nicholas Smith for his distinguished service,
community-centered leadership, and unwavering commitment to public safety in the City of
Philadelphia.

260137
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Thomas for Council President Johnson

Resolution congratulating the Audenried High School Girls Basketball Team on winning the 2026
Public League Championship against Imhotep High School, securing their fourth straight PPL
championship.
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260138
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Thomas for Council President Johnson

Resolution honoring and recognizing Philadelphia250 and the Philadelphia Visitor Center Corporation,
and their Philadelphia community partners for their work on the “Ring It On” citywide
semiquincentennial initiative.

260140
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Landau

Resolution recognizing February 28th, 2026, as HIV is Not a Crime Awareness Day in the City of
Philadelphia.

260141
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Landau

Resolution honoring and recognizing the U.S. Women’s Hockey Team for winning the gold medal at
the 2026 Winter Olympics and representing the United States with distinction, integrity, and
excellence.

260142
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Lozada

Resolution recognizing and Celebrating March 2026 as Women’s History Month in the City of
Philadelphia and Championing the Power of Women Who Build Connections and Drive Prosperity
for All

260143
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Lozada

Resolution recognizing and Honoring the Smedley Bulldog Blitz Cheerleaders as the First Philadelphia
Public Elementary School to Compete at the UCA Nationals

260144
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Young

Resolution welcoming the 58th Mid-Atlantic Black Law Students Association Regional Convention to
the City of Philadelphia
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260145
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Young

Resolution recognizing March as “National Reading Month” and March 2nd as “Read Across
America Day” in the City of Philadelphia, and further honoring the critical work of community
organizations working to expand literacy skills of youth and adults across the City of Philadelphia.

260146
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Young

Resolution recognizing February 23 to February 27, 2026, as Public Schools Week and Celebrating
the Essential Role of Public Schools, Educators, Students, and Families in Strengthening the City of
Philadelphia

260147
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Brooks

Resolution recognizing and celebrating Dr. Carol Simmons, Nyoca Carr, Estelle Vaughn, Pela
McFee, Carolyn Booker, Winnie Harris, and the Black women who devote their lives to nourishing
their neighbors and communities across Philadelphia, on the occasion of Black History Month.

260148
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Bass

Resolution recognizing and honoring the Imhotep Charter High School boys’ basketball team for
winning its sixth consecutive Public League Championship and celebrating its historic achievement in
Philadelphia high school basketball.

260149
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Bass

Resolution honoring Pastor Clement M. Lupton, III for his outstanding leadership, faithful service, and
transformative impact upon the spiritual and civic life of the City of Philadelphia in recognition of Black
History Month.
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260150
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Ahmad

Resolution authorizing the Joint Committees on Public Health and Human Services and the Children
and Youth to hold hearings to raise awareness regarding the role of gaming platforms and social
platforms and their use in the grooming, recruitment, and exploitation of minors, including conduct that
may lead to human trafficking.

260151
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Ahmad

Resolution recognizing and honoring The Philadelphia Orchestra on the occasion of its 125th
Anniversary, celebrating its founding in 1900 and its enduring role in establishing Philadelphia as a
global center of culture, creativity, and artistic excellence.

260152
INTRODUCED BY: Councilmember Ahmad

Resolution honoring Angelo Perryman and Perryman Building and Construction for seventy years of
excellence, leadership, and lasting impact on the City of Philadelphia.
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