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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nmor ni ng.

( Good norni ng.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

( Good norni ng.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: That
sounds nore like a city that's getting
ready to celebrate with a big parade on
next Thursday.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Councilman -- I'mgoing to put this on
Counci | man Thonmas.

18 Counci | man Thonms, since you

19 are the nost athletic in the Cty

20 Council -- sone may question that, but |

21 don't -- we are going to see if we can

22 get sone additional buses for the parade,

23 because we know sone of the citizens

24 would like to be a part of that process

25 too. Al right? | knowthat's a heavy
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lift for you, sir.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Absol ut el y,
we need t hem

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Since we're going to be starting in
Counci | man Johnson's district, |I'msure
that he has a couple of phone nunbers
down t here.

And, Counci |l man Johnson, thank
you so nuch, sir.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You're
wel cone, Sir.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Council man, we really appreciate you
hel pi ng us cel ebrate this awesone,
awesone opportunity that we have.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: (Go

Bi rds.

You want to wng it? Want to
rock it?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  That's
right.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Rock
it now Let's rock it.
(Counci | renbers singing "Fly,
Eagles Fly.")

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
That's what |'mtal ki ng about.

Al right. | guess it's tine
to go to work.

Good norni ng, everybody. W
are obviously really excited about the
possibilities and the Iikelihood that we
wll be in a very, very special place
Sunday ni ght.

So we're going to get it Kkicked
off. | note that the hour has cone. W
have a quorum so we're going to get
started.

To give our invocation this
nmorning, the Chair will recognize the
| mam Kenneth Nuriddin of the Phil adel phi a
Masjid. He is here today as the guest of
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Counci | man Jones.

| would ask all guests and
visitors to pl ease rise.

( Counci | renbers, guests, and
visitors rise.)

| MAM NURIDDIN: To the City
Council and to we, the peopl e of
Phi | adel phia, let us all begin by calling
on the creator of all of us.

In the nane of God, the nost
graci ous, the nost conpassionate, all the
prai se belongs to God, the Lord of all
t he worl ds.

Al m ghty God, we ask you to
gui de our Council |eaders in a manner
t hat you have gui ded w se | eaders in the
past. We ask you to preserve their
health and their efforts so that they can
succeed. W ask you to expand their
networ ks so that they can be all
| ncl usi ve of we, the people. And we ask
you to bless themw th the bl essings that
can conme only fromyou. And we ask you
to save themand protect themfromthe
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set backs and the harmthat can cone to
| eader shi p.

Qur Lord, we, the people, the
Cty Council as well as the common
peopl e, we ask and we seek your
protection fromthe anxiety of the acute
| ssues that we face, such as gun
viol ence. W seek protection fromyou
and help fromyou to overcone the chronic
conditions that befall all of us in the
Cty.

We seek hel p and protection
fromyou fromhaving the inability to
face the chall enges that we have or the
| ack of conmmtnent. W seek refuge and
protection in you from bei ng overcone by
our obligations and duties and the
oppressi on of nmen.

Al m ghty God, bestow upon the
| eadership in Gty Council the guidance
and the w sdom and t he know edge t hat
wi Il make them successful. And bestow
upon us, the common people, access to
that information so we can be better
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supportive of the good that they do.

W ask that you bl ess them and
gi ve them the adequate resources, both
financial and material, rem nding them
that the greatest resource exists anong
we, the people.

So we ask that you give them
access to all the resources that are
necessary for themto succeed, and we ask
that you protect them and you bl ess them
and you give themthe ability to perform
their duties in a manner that's pl easing
to you and in a manner that's acceptable
to we, the people.

Anmeen.

(Amen.)

| MMM NURI DDIN:  Now, as a
personal aside, | would |ike to thank the

Council President and the Council nenbers
for their warmwelcone. | want to thank
ny friend Council man Jones for his
invitation, but |I want you to know a
precedent has already been set. | was
asked to give the invocation at the State
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Senate in 2018 by Senator Anthony
Wl lians, and that was the sane week that
t he Eagl es won the Super Bow .
Go Eagl es.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you so nuch, | nmam

Council wll be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
| ram agai n, thank you so nuch. W
really appreciate you being here today to
gi ve us sone spiritual guidance.

And the next order of business
i s the approval of the Journal of the
neeting of Thursday, February 2nd, 2023,
and the Chair recogni zes Counci | wonman
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that the Journal
of the neeting of Thursday, February 2nd,
2023 be approved.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journal of the
neeting of Thursday, February 2nd, 2023
st and approved.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and the Journal is
approved.

And our next order of business
I s requests for | eave of absence, and the
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. On behalf of the nenbers
of Council, there are no requests for
| eaves of absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair thanks the gentl eman.
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And the Chair recognizes
Council man Squilla for a notion
concerning certain legislative matters
that may arise during the course of
today's Council session that were not
| isted on the Cal endar circul ated prior
to today's session.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that any of the
followng matters, if considered today,
may be added to the agenda for this
sessi on of Council and, as required by
| aw, subsequently published on an anended
agenda after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, anendnents to bills on first

18 readi ng, the consideration of a bill
19 vetoed by or re-called fromthe Myor,
20 amendnments to bills re-called fromthe
21 Mayor, resolutions taking substantive
22 action to be voted on in this session, a
23 motion to withdraw a bill or resolution
24 that is not on the Cal endar, and a notion
25 placing a bill or resolution on or
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returning a bill or resolution fromthe
Suspension Cal endar that is not listed on
t oday' s Cal endar.

The purpose of this notion is
to provide the public with notice
concerni ng possi ble actions by Counci l
that arose too late to be included in the
Cal endar that was published prior to
t oday' s sessi on.

Go Birds.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that the |egislative
matters stated by Council man Squilla may
be added to the agenda for today, should
those matters arise during the course of
t he Council session.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?
(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Good
norni ng. Thank you, Council President.

Good norni ng, coll eagues.

As the Chair of the Education
Commttee, one of the first things | did
was host a hearing around Act 158 to see
where we are as it relates to young
peopl e graduating from hi gh school.

| "' mso proud of ny Council
col | eagues for stepping up to the plate,
and | don't want to start nam ng
Counci | menbers because | don't want to
m ss anybody, but so many Counci |l nenbers
have decided to open up their office to
take on high school interns to all ow
young people to get the credit that they
need in order to graduate from high
school. And this is just another exanple
of this legislative body going over and
beyond the call of duty to nake sure that
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the constituents of Phil adel phia are
bei ng served.

So can we just take a nonent to
wel cone all of the young people who are
in their Council session for the first
time today because they're conpleting
their Act 158 internship requirenent.

Can you pl ease stand up.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you,
col | eagues, for stepping up to the plate,
and let's nake sure that these young
peopl e have an experience in Council that
they' |l never forget.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you so nuch,
Counci | man.

And wel conme all. W really
appreci ate you being here and | ook
forward to working with you.

And our next order of business

LEXI TAS
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I s conmuni cations. | would ask the Cerk
to please read the nessages fromthe
Mayor or any ot her communi cations that he
may have in his possession.

CH EF CLERK: To the President
and nenbers of the Council of the City of
Phi | adel phia, | am pleased to advi se you
that on February 8, 2023, | signed the
followng bills which were passed by
Council at its session on January 26,
2023: Bill No. 220770 and Bill No.
220942.

And | amtransmtting for the
consi derati on of your honorabl e body an
ordi nance constituting the Twenty-Seventh
Suppl enental Ordinance to the Restated
General Water and Wastewater Revenue Bond
Ordi nance of 1989, as suppl enent ed;
aut hori zing the Bond commttee to issue
and sell one or nore series or subseries
of tax-exenpt or taxable water and
wast ewat er revenue bonds and revenue
refundi ng bonds; authorizing agreenents
to provide credit enhancenent or paynent

LEXI TAS
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or liquidity sources (or any conbi nation
of the foregoing) for such Bonds;
provi ding that such Bonds shall bear
I nterest at fixed or variable rates;
determ ning the sufficiency of pledged
Proj ect Revenues; and authorizing the
Director of Finance to take certain
actions wwth regard to the sale of such
Bonds; and

An ordi nance authori zing the
Procurenent Comm ssioner, on behal f of
the Cty, to enter into a concession
agreenent with Slice Wreless Sol utions,
| ncorporated for the operation,
mai nt enance and expansi on of a
neutral - host radio, cellular and WFi
system and other wrel ess services, all
under certain terns and conditi ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very much, M. Decker.

And our next order of business
is the introduction of bills and
resolutions, and I would ask the derk to
pl ease read the titles of the legislation

LEXI TAS
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that's being offered by our nenbers
t oday.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
Gl nmore R chardson offers three
resolutions. On behalf of Council
President d arke, a non-privil eged
resol ution also nam ng the 700 bl ock of
North Broad Street (between Fairnount
Avenue and Brown Street) "Reverend
Dr. Herbert H Lusk Il Way."

M. President, Councilwoman
G lnmore Richardson would |ike to be
recogni zed for a notion on this
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Councilwoman G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, M. President. | nove that the
rul es of Council be suspended as to
permt consideration of this resol ution
at today's session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
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been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution wll be
on today's Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And on her own
behal f, Councilwonman G | nore Ri chardson
offers a privileged resol ution honoring
the African Anerican Children's Book
Project on the Occasion of its 31st
Annual African Anmerican Children's Book
Fair.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol uti on honoring and cel ebrati ng
Phi | adel phi a Eagl es Seasonal Sports
Per f or mance Associ ate Autumm Lockwood,
the first Black woman to coach in the
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Super Bow .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Councilwoman G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Council President and col | eagues. |
woul d |i ke to thank each of you for
co-sponsoring ny resolution honoring the
African Anerican Children's Book Project
on the Gccasion of its 31st Annual
African Anerican Children's Book Fair.

Founded in 1992 by Vanesse
LI oyd Sganbati, the African Anmerican
Children's Book Fair was created to
pronote and preserve children's
literature witten by and about Bl ack
Americans. It is the oldest and | argest
si ngl e-day event for African Anerican
children's books in the country, bringing
out nore than 3,500 attendees each year,
and best of all, it is free to attend.

At the fair, attendees will be
able to connect with and support nearly
40 literary creators. Events like the
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African Anmerican Children's Book Fair are
so pivotal, especially for our children,
and | can say that now as a nother. From
grades K through 3rd grade, they're
| earning to read, 4th grade on they are
reading to learn. So this experience is
pi votal for our young people.

| want to take a nonent to
recogni ze and thank Vanesse LI oyd
Sganbati, who is the founder and CEO of
the African Anerican Children's Book
Project, for bringing this book fair to
|ife and for her steadfastness for her
dedication to this work for so many
years. And as | call your nane, please
stand. So, Vanesse, please stand, our
PECO famly for their belief and support
in this project in the spirit of our
friend Ed McBride, Liz, Tony, Doug,
M chell e, Ronpbna, Keeya, Keith, Jose.
All of themare here wwth us today, and
one of the featured authors, who is a New
York Times best-selling author and
Nat i onal Book awardee nom nee, |bi Zoboi.
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In closing, | want to encourage

ny col |l eagues and the public to attend
the 31st Annual African Anerican
Children's Book Fair taking place from
1:00 p.m to 4:00 p.m this Saturday,
February 11th at the Pennsyl vani a
Convention Center. M office wll be in
att endance, and | hope you can join us as
we uplift the African Anerican Children's
Book Fair.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci |l wonman.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: W
al so have Wells Fargo with us as wel |,
one of the sponsors of the African
Anmerican Children's Book Fair.

Pl ease st and.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOMAN RI' CHARDSON:

LEXI TAS
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Secondly, Council President, as we
prepare for Super Bowl Sunday and to
cheer on our Phil adel phia Eagles --

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: - -
and as the cousin of Emen Tunnell, who
was the first African Anmerican inducted
into the Football Hall of Fanme, | am
pl eased to offer a resol ution honoring
Aut um Lockwood. On Sunday, Autum w ||
make history as the first Black wonman to
coach in the Super Bow .

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  She
wi Il also becone the fourth wonman overall
to coach in a Super Bowl gane.

Si nce August of 2022, Autumm
has served as the Seasonal Sports
Perf ormance Associate with the
Phi | adel phia Eagles. She is responsible
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for hel ping our players maximze their
performance potential and finding ways
for themto get stronger, faster, and be
able to nove efficiently. These are all
the skills that we need to bring the
Lonmbar di Trophy back to Phil adel phi a.

As a woman of firsts nyself, |
know from experience the hard work that
Autumm put in to nake it to this point in
her career and particularly in the NFL,
and |'mcertain that she was inspired by
many barri er-breaki ng wonen who cane
before her, wonen |ike Jennifer Welter
who in 2015 becane the first wonman coach
in NFL history, like Collette V. Smth
who in 2017 becane the first Black wonan
coach of any NFL team and wonen |i ke
Jenni fer King who in 2021 becane the
first Black woman to becone a full-tine
coach in the NFL.

Autumm's acconplishnents are a
rem nder to young Bl ack wonen everywhere
that there is no glass ceiling that
cannot be shattered.
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So, coll eagues, please join ne
i n congratul ati ng Autumm Lockwood on this
career-defining nonent.
Autumm, we all w sh you the
best of |uck, and go Eagl es.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you so nuch, Counci |l wonan.

M. Decker, read the | ast
resolution. | didn't refer it.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
G I nore Richardson also offers a
privileged resolution honoring and
cel ebrating Phil adel phi a Eagl es Seasonal
Sports Performance Associ ate Autumm
Lockwood, the first Bl ack wonan to coach
in the Super Bow .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Today's Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Thonas
offers two resolutions, a privileged
resol uti on honoring and congratul ati ng
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t he Chanpi on of the Wek, Mbnica
Mraglilo, for the work of her conpany,
Grlbuild, which trains wonen on how to
renovat e, design, and finance their own
home | nprovenent projects.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

Counci | woman, did you want to
be recogni zed agai n?

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  No,
Council President. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

Go ahead, M. Decker.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on expressing the

18 Phi | adel phia City Council's support for
19 t he graduate student workers at Tenple
20 Uni versity and urgi ng Tenple University
21 to return to the table and bargain a fair
22 and equitable contract with its graduate
23 st udent workers.
24 .- -
25 ( Appl ause.)
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CH EF CLERK: M. President --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Good
norni ng agai n, coll eagues.

Thank you, Council President.
Unfortunately with all the great news
that's going on and happeni ng here in
Council and across the Gty, there's
still sonme dark marks, and this
unfortunately is one of them

| want to first say thank you
to nmy coll eagues, Council menber Gl nore
Ri chardson, Gauthier, Driscoll, Vaughn,
Harrity, Lozada, Bass, and Brooks, for
co-sponsoring this resolution, and |
think that | speak for all of the nenbers
of Council when we express our concern
not only over the negotiations that's
t aki ng pl ace but sone of the things that
we found out yesterday as it relates to
young people's tuition essentially being
suspended for just using their voice and
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standing up for what they felt |ike was
right.

As a legislative body, we're
very concerned. This is sonething that I
feel like is alarmng, and clearly based
on the nunber of co-sponsors and the
nunber of supports fromelected officials
all across the Cty, really all across
t he Cormonweal t h, because we've seen even
federal partners talk about this
particular issue, that's extrenely
al ar m ng.

So we're urgi ng and aski ng
Tenple to return to the negoti ating
tabl e, give those young people a fair
wage, a quality opportunity to earn a
living while they get their degree.
Because, | ook, at the end of the day, as
sonmeone who earned ny Master's degree, |
understand firsthand how difficult it is
to try to put yourself in a position to
educate yourself so you in turn can be
not just a better asset to society but
al so be an asset to the next generation
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of young peopl e wal ki ng through those
collegiate walls that's |ooking to nake a
di fference and change the world.

So at the end of the day when
we pay those young peopl e, they pay
soci ety.

Thank you, Council President.

Thank you, coll eagues, for your
support.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Council man.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Vaughn.

COUNCI LWVOVAN VAUGHN:  Good
norning, M. President. | just would
|ike to add to Council man Thomas's
comments that, yes, Tenple is trying to
work out that situation, but we're
t al ki ng about graduate students that
don't usually stay. W're also tal king
about their benefit package where they're
trying to increase their salaries by
50 percent. Hell, | would |like to have
m ne i ncreased as well by 50 percent.
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And then |'ve al so been
i nfornmed that they don't pay into their
| nsurance package. That is another item
that i s being negotiated, and they want
that insurance to not just cover the
| ndi vi dual but their spouse and their
chi | dren.

So as Council man Thomas st at ed,
| think that they need to just get to the
t abl e and negotiate on what exactly is
possi ble to make this problem go away.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Councilwonan.

That will be on next week's
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: Council man Jones
offers five resolutions. On behalf of
Council President darke, a
non-privil eged resol ution authorizing the
Phi | adel phia Land Bank to di spose of 1736
North 22nd Street |ocated in the 5th
Council manic District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
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week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And on his own
behal f, a privileged resolution
congratul ating the Phil adel phia Eagl es on
their National Football Conference
Chanpi onship Wn, and Chal |l engi ng the
Cty Council of Kansas Cty to a bet that
the Eagles will beat the Chiefs in Super
Bowl LWVII.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: M.

Presi dent --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Counci |l man, before you say that, did we
ever send those --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Yes, we did.
We honor our bets.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: W
sent our cheesesteaks out to Houston,

COUNCI LMAN JONES: W sent
cheesest eaks, Tastykakes down,
unfortunately, as we |lost that bet.

But we don't intend to | ose
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this bet.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Not
goi ng to happen.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So |''m goi ng
to yield this nonent to the coach of
Council, Menber Thomas, to nmake this bet
to Kansas City.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | man Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you,
M. Mjority Leader, and thank you,
Council President. | think I'"'mon fire
this norning, so let's continue to send
that energy and that warmwealth to our
Phi | adel phi a Eagl es.

And so we are betting the Cty
of Kansas City -- and | don't know.
Councilman O Neill, if we would have
known this a little while back when we
were out in Kansas City for NLC, we m ght
have had sone different energy towards
that Kansas City | egislative body out
t here.

But nonet hel ess, we're going to
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be asking the Kansas Gty City Council
and | eaders in Kansas City after we wn
on Sunday to make a donation to the
Eagl es Auti sm Foundation. At the end of
the day, we're always fighting for those
that are nost in need, and this is
anot her exanple of how the Cty of Kansas
City can help us with that fight after we
kick their butt on Sunday. And just in
case we don't, we wll be making a
donation to Travis Kelce's 87 & Running
Foundat i on.

So the bet is out there. W're
extrenely excited about next Sunday.

Go Birds.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Awesone. Awesone.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, Council man Jones
and Counci | man Thonas.

Today' s Cal endar.
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CH EF CLERK: And a privil eged
resol ution authorizing the joint Gty
Council Committees on Public Safety and
Education to hold public hearings to
exam ne the status of capital prograns
for infrastructure repair as well as for
toxi ¢ hazard renediation in
Phi | adel phia's public schools.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resolution authorizing the joint Cty
Council Conmittees on Public Safety and
Education to hold public hearings to
exam ne the School District of
Phi | adel phia's use of in-school and
out - of - school suspension as well as other
di sciplinary tactics to understand what
actions nerit such a penalty.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol ution authorizing the joint Cty
Council Commttees on Public Safety and
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Education to hold public hearings to
exam ne statistics for in-school violence
protocol s, student-to-student violence,
parent-to-parent violence, and teacher
safety.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Johnson offers three resolutions, a
privil eged resol ution honoring and
recogni zing Chris DeShields, a SEPTA bus
operator, for his heroismand the bravery
he exhi bited while stopping a carjacking
and protecting his fellow citizens.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol ution authorizing the Conm ttee on
Transportation and Public Utilities to
hol d public hearings on the status of
Hi | co Redevel opnent Partners proposed
Bel | wet her District Devel opnent Project,
formerly known as the Sunoco Refinery
Site.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privil eged
resol uti on honoring the Phil adel phi a
artist King Sal adeen for his artistic
contributions to Phil adel phia and for his
communi ty advocacy through his
foundati on, Create Mdtivate Inspire.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
Brooks offers a privileged resol ution
honori ng and recogni zi ng Evette Deni se
Jones, a caring educator, fierce
advocate, and a lifelong community
bui | der, who has tirelessly fought for

18 the children, teachers, and parents of

19 Phi | adel phia and for schools that neet

20 t he needs of the conmunities that they

21 serve.

22 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The

23 Chai r recogni zes Counci |l worman Br ooks.

24 COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Thank

25 you, Council President. | amproud to
LEXI TAS
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honor Ms. Evette Denise Jones today as
part of ny series this nonth cel ebrating
i nfluential Black wonen in Phil adel phi a.

Ms. Evette is a caring
educator, an advocate, a community
bui | der, and throughout her |ife she has
been a rel entl ess chanpi on for young
peopl e, educators, and caregivers.

Ms. Evette served nore than a
decade as a teacher, worked for the
Phi | adel phi a Federati on of Teachers where
she was a powerful voice for teachers and
al so the foundi ng nenber of PCAPS,
Parents Coalition Advocating for Public
School s.

| n her years of advocacy,

Ms. Evette denonstrated fierce | ove and
care for all those around her. She chose
to teach in Phil adel phia public schools
in North Phil adel phia and gi ve back and
work in her own comunity.

She was al so a forceful
advocate for stopping the takeover of
Steel Elenentary where she used to teach,
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hel ping to nobilize parents and teachers
in that comunity she served in. And
that's where | net Ms. Evette.

She has been a nentor and a
supporter of ne when | was just a parent
just fighting for what's right in ny
school. When everyone told ne that it
was i npossible, | didn't have enough
people, | didn't know the right folks,

Ms. Evette hel ped ne organi ze ny
community, and that's one of the biggest
fights that | ever won, and it kind of
pushed me into wanting to be a Gty
Council nmenber for the Gty of

Phi | adel phi a.

So I want to thank Ms. Evette
for always being an exanple of what is
possi bl e when we put our arns together in
the community and we support our children
and our young peopl e and our parents
regardl ess.

And | want to thank her for her
years of service and recogni ze her for
just all the inspiration that she has
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done for nme and other parents in
Ni cetown, Tioga, and Erie area, because
she has been the epitone of what it neans
to be a |leader. And so often us Bl ack
wormren don't get our kudos right now, so |
t hought it not robbery to recogni ze her
for being ny nentor and ny supporter in
one of the roughest tines in ny life.

And | just want her to stand up

and | et her know that | |ove you, M.
Evette.
( Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: | woul d

not be here today wthout Ms. Evette's

18 support.
19 So t hank you, Council
20 President, for giving ne this nonent.
21 And thank you, Ms. Evette, for
22 al ways being there for ne.
23 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
24 Thank you, Counci | wonan.
25 That will be on today's
LEXI TAS
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Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
Gaut hier offers one bill and two
resol utions, entitled "An ordi nance
authorizing the installation, ownership,
and mai nt enance of various encroachnents
in the vicinity of 3317 through 33
Chestnut Street.™

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution al so nani ng
53rd Street, between Parrish Street and
West mi nster Avenue, "Ethel Hedgenon Lyle
Way. "

M. President, Councilwoman
Gauthier would like to be recognized for
a notion on this resolution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER. Thank
you, M. President. | nove that the
rul es of Council be suspended as to
permt consideration of the resol ution
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2 al so namng 53rd Street at today's

3 sessi on of Council.

4 (Duly seconded.)

5 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

6 Thank you. |It's been noved and properly

/ seconded.

8 Al'l in favor indicate by saying

9 aye.

10 (Aye.)

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries. That
will be on today's Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution authorizing the
Commi ssi oner of Public Property to
execute and deliver to the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnent Aut hority deeds conveyi ng
fee sinple title to 4993 Wst Grard
Avenue in the Third Council manic
District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
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week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man
Squilla offers two bills and one
resolution. On behalf of Council
Presi dent C arke, an ordi nance
constituting the Twenty-Seventh
Suppl enmental Ordi nance to the Restated
General Water and Wastewater Revenue Bond
Ordi nance of 1989, as suppl enent ed;
aut hori zing the Bond Commttee to issue
and sell one or nore series or subseries
of tax-exenpt or taxable water and
wast ewat er revenue bonds.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And on his own
behal f, an ordi nance continuing a
nei ghbor hood i nprovenent district, known
as the Northern Liberties Business
| nprovenent District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privileged resolution initiating
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action to continue a nei ghborhood
| nprovenent district, known as the
Nort hern Liberties Busi ness | nprovenent
District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Oh
offers one bill and one resol ution,
entitled "An ordinance providing for the
subm ssion to the qualified electors of
the Gty of Philadel phia of an anmendnent
to The Phil adel phia Hone Rule Charter
providing for the creation of a Miusic
O fice, as approved by Resol ution of the
Cty Council; fixing the date of a
speci al election for such purpose;
prescribing the formof ballot question
to be voted on; and, authorizing the
appropriate officers to publish notice
and to make arrangenents for the speci al
el ection."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
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non-privil eged resol ution proposi ng an
amendnment to The Phil adel phia Hone Rul e
Charter providing for the creation of a
Music O fice, and providing for the
subm ssi on of the anendnent to the
el ectors of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
other bills or resolutions being offered
today by the nenbers, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very nuch, M. Decker.

That concl udes the introduction
of bills and resol utions, and our next
order of business is the consideration of
t he Cal endar.

| note that the bills -- I'm
sorry. W got to go to conmttees.

The next order of business is
report fromcommttee, and the Chair
recogni zes Counci |l woman G | nore
Ri chardson for a report fromthe
Comm ttee on Law and Gover nnent.
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COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, M. President. The Commttee on Law
and Governnent reports out four bills and
three resolutions with a favorable
recomrendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

M. Decker, please read that
report.

CH EF CLERK: To the President
and nenbers of the Council of the City of
Phi | adel phia, the Commttee on Law and
Governnent, to which was referred Bill
No. 220733, entitled "An ordi nance
providing for the subm ssion to the
qualified electors of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia of an anendnent to The
Phi | adel phia Hone Rule Charter to change
the requirenents for contributions and
m ni nrum bal ance of the Budget
Stabilization Reserve and nake ot her
t echni cal changes"; and

Bill No. 220864, entitled "An
ordi nance providing for the subm ssion to
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the qualified electors of the City of
Phi | adel phia of the proposal set forth in
a Resol ution approved by Council an
amendnment to The Phil adel phi a Hone Rul e
Charter relating to the creation of the
Di vi sion of Workforce Sol utions within
t he Departnent of Commerce, to pronote
wor kf orce devel opnent activity serving
Phi | adel phi ans seeki ng jobs and training
opportunities in the public or private
sectors"; and

Bill No. 220865, entitled "An

ordi nance anending Title 18 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled ' Conmerce,"
by addi ng a new Chapter, entitled
" Wor kf orce Devel opnent Activity and
Reporting,' to pronote workforce
devel opnent activity, and to require the
Department of Commerce to report to
Council certain aggregate information
regardi ng enpl oynent rates and training
opportunities, and to report on
assessnents of the econom c inpact of the
Cty's workforce devel opnent prograns";
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and

Bill No. 230004, entitled "An
ordi nance providing for the subm ssion to
the qualified electors of the City of
Phi | adel phia of the proposal set forth in
a Resol ution approved by Council
proposi ng an anendnent to The
Phi | adel phia Hone Rule Charter relating
to civil service exenptions for staff of
the Ctizens Police Oversight
Conmmi ssi on"; and

Resol uti on No. 220743, entitled
a "Resol ution proposing an anendnent to
The Phi |l adel phia Hone Rul e Charter
changi ng the requirenent for
contributions and m ni rum bal ance of the
Budget Stabilization Reserve and maki ng
ot her techni cal changes"; and

Resol uti on No. 220872, entitled
a "Resol ution proposing an anendnent to
The Phil adel phia Hone Rule Charter to
create the Division of Wrkforce
Solutions wthin the Departnent of
Commerce, to pronote workforce
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devel opnent activity serving
Phi | adel phi ans seeking jobs and training
opportunities in the public or private
sectors"; and

Resol uti on No. 230016, entitled
a "Resol ution proposing an anendnent to
t he Phil adel phia Hone Rule Charter to
provide for exenption fromcivil service
for staff of the Citizens Police
Oversi ght Comm ssion; and providing for
t he subm ssion of the anendnent to the
el ectors of Philadel phia," respectfully
reports it has consi dered and anended the
same and returns the attached bills and
resolutions to Council with a favorable
recomrendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, M. Decker.

The Chair again recogni zes
Counci l wman G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: Thank
you, M. President. | nove that the
rules of Council be suspended so as to
permt first reading this day of Bill
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Nos. 220733, 220864, 220865, and 230004.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the rul es of
Council be suspended so as to permt the
first reading this day of Bills No.
220733, 220864, 220865, and 230004.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and these bills wll be
pl aced on our First Readi ng Cal endar
today. Resolution No. 220743, 220872,
230016 w Il be placed on the Final
Passage Cal endar at our next session of
Counci | .

The Chair now recogni zes
Councilman Squilla for a report fromthe
Comm ttee on Commerce and Econom c
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Devel opnent .

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. The Conmttee on Commerce
and Econom c Devel opnent reports one bill
wi th a favorabl e reconmendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

M. Decker, please read that
report.

CH EF CLERK: The Commttee on
Commerce and Econoni ¢ Devel opnent, to
which was referred Bill No. 220244,
entitled "An ordi nance anending Title 21
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
'M scel | aneous,' by addi ng a new Chapt er
21-3300, entitled 'Flag Raisings,' to
establish uni form standards for flag
rai sing cerenonies, all under certain

ternms and conditions," respectfully
reports it has considered the sane and
returns the attached bill to Council wth
a favorabl e recommendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.
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The Chair again recogni zes
Counci | man Squi | | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank vyou,
M. President. | nove the rules of
Council be suspended as to permt the
first reading this day of Bill No.
220244.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the rul es of
Council be suspended so as to permt the
first reading this day of Bill No.
220244.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries, and
this bill will be on our First Readi ng
Cal endar t oday.
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That concl udes our reports from
comm ttee, and our next order of business
is the consideration of the Cal endar.

| note that the bills just
reported fromcommttee with a suspension
of the rules have been deened to have had
their first reading. They wll be on our
Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar
at our next session of Council.

As there are no additional
bills on the First Reading Cal endar, the
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones for the
pur pose of calling up resol utions and
bills on our Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endar today.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. The follow ng resolutions
and bills are being brought up from
Second Readi ng and Final Passage
Cal endars today: Nos. 210434, 230062,
230063, 230068, 220689, 220690, 221036,
221037, and 221038. Al other bills and
resol uti ons are bei ng hel d.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you very much, Council nan.

Bef ore we consi der the
resolutions and bills, we're going to
have our public coment session. |t wll
go as foll ows:

Your public comment nust
concern matters on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endar for possible
action at today's Council session.

Al l speakers must sign up in
order to testify. If you have not
al ready done so, you may do so now at the
t abl e outside of the Council Chanbers
with the Sergeant-at-Arns.

Once you sign up, you wll be
called in the order in which your nane
appears on the sign-up sheet. Today we
don't have ideal circunstances, saying
that to say there's a significant vol une
of individuals that would like to
testify. So to ensure that everybody has
an opportunity, we will alter the tine
limt fromthree mnutes to two m nutes.
So | would ask that you pl ease adj ust
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your testinony today to reflect a
two-mnute tine limt.

In order to be fair, we're
going to hold that time imt faithfully.
Once you begin speaking, you will see a
green light on the podiumin front of
you. Wen the lights turns yell ow, we
wi Il ask you in 30 seconds to concl ude
your remarks, and when the light turns
red, we would ask you to please conmply
with the guidelines to concl ude your
remar ks.

| want to thank you very nuch.
We do reserve the right to adjust
repetitious comment on the sane subj ect
matter, but | don't think we'll have that
| ssue today.

So |, first of all, would Iike
to thank you all so nuch for com ng down
and participating with your governnent in
action, your ability to speak and testify
on matters concerning not only this
Council but this city. So thank you very
much for comng in.
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And with that, M. Decker, can
you please read the first nanme on the
| ist.

CHI EF CLERK: The first
speaker, M. President, is Reginald
Johnson, commenting on 230082.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

REVEREND JOHNSON:. (Good
norning. M nane is Reverend Reginald C
Johnson and | am thankful for our
chai rman, President Clarke, and this
august body, all Council persons present.

| am privileged and honored to
stand, being a very close friend and
brot her from another nother, in the
person of Reverend Dr. H Lusk IIl. W
just lost hima few nonths ago, and as
you m ght know, it's still heavy on our
hearts. He served over 20 years in the
Cty in West Philadel phia. And | stand
I n support of the resolution to nane
Broad Street the Herb H Lusk Il Wy
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bet ween Fai rnmount and Brown Street.

| have the privilege and honor
to serve as the current Executive
Director of People for People.

Phi | adel phia is very
historical, as we m ght know. People
fromall over the world visit our town
because of our rich history. This city
has produced so many people, particularly
religious |eaders, |ike Absal om Jones,
Sai nt Thomas Epi scopal; R chard All en,
Mot her Bethel AME;, Harry Hosier, Zoy
United Met hodi st; Charles Tindley, pastor
and conposer; Bishop Benjam n Smth,

Del i verance Evangelistical; Bishop OT.
Jones, Holy Tenple Church of God in
Christ; Janes Kirkland, Union Bapti st
Church; Leon Sullivan, Zion Bapti st
Church; WlliamH Gay, Bright Hope
Bapti st Church.

In this cloud of w tnesses,
with so many others that | have not the
opportunity to nanme, | ook down upon us
with one addition, Herbert H Lusk II.
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He has served our conmmunity in the Fifth
Councilmanic District for 40 years. He
| eft the NFL to pursue the vision of the
call on his life. In that, the Gty has
been made better. The community,
Francisville, Richard Allen Projects has
been nade better, wth our charter school
with 500 students, our early |earning
chi | dhood center with kids fromthe
i nfant up into K pre-K

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

REVEREND JOHNSON:  And | know
|'"'ma Black preacher, |'mout of tine, so
et me go and finish it.

| say this: W ask this
Council a hunble request. As God woul d
say to Mbses and Joshua, Jehovah-ni ssi.
For us to renenber what people com ng
down the pi ke, down the road, we shall
remenber. Your action wll help us to
remenber H H Lusk I1.

Thank you for your tine,

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
is Lailah Artis, commenting on 230082.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. LUSK-ARTIS: Good norning.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. LUSK-ARTIS: M nane is
Lai ah Lusk-Artis, and Reverend Dr.

Her bert H Lusk was ny father.

| stand today just seeking your
hearts to turn in this matter in favor of
Broad Street being naned after ny father.
He served this city wwth all that he had.
He gave everything in him And when
peopl e say he'd bleed green, he really
di d.

VWhat | want you to renenber is
that a name can do two things. It can be
a key or it can be a padl ock. M father
was nore than a key. He was a bridge.
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He was a bridge from poverty to
generational wealth. He was a bridge
fromdespair to hope. He was a bridge to
t hose that had no hope to joy.

So | just ask that you renenber
hi m and be in support of Broad Street
bei ng naned Reverend Dr. Herbert H Lusk
1l Way.

Thank you for your tine. God
bl ess you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you so nuch for your testinony. W
appreciate it.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
s Herbert Lusk [11.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

PASTOR LUSK: Good nor ni ng,
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M. President. Pastor Herb Lusk |11
her e.

Good norning, Cty
Counci l nrenbers. And |'mnot going to
take a lot of your tine. M father's
resune speaks for itself. But |I see that
sign that's in this Chanber and it says
"it's a Philly thing."

Herbert H Lusk I1I1.

It's a Philly thing to nane
Broad Street Herb Lusk Way. You cannot
mention --

( Appl ause.)

PASTOR LUSK: -- economc
devel opnent, you cannot nention enhanci ng
famlies, you cannot nention revitali zing
nei ghbor hoods wi t hout sayi ng the nane
Her b Lusk.

It's a Philly thing for us to
show the i npact not only on Broad Street
but the inpact that he's had all over
this country.
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| don't waste nore of your
time, but | say this: Being as though
this is Black H story Mnth, one of ny
favorite heroes is Dr. Martin Luther
King. One of his fanpbus quotes was this:
In the end, we will not renenber the
words of our enemes, but we wl|
renmenber the silence of our friends.

As | stand before you today,
you don't have to worry about that about
Herb Lusk, because his |ife has spoke

vol unes.

God bl ess you all.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Poi nt of personal privilege, | just want
to say thank you all so nmuch. It's

befitting that we do this today. At the
home- goi ng service | tal ked about Pastor
Lusk carrying that ball for the
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Phi | adel phia Eagles. He is now carrying
the ball for God to continue to serve the
peopl e.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: And
after Sunday, he's going to carry a
bi gger ball and the Super Bow trophy.
So, guys, thank you so nuch on
behal f of the Pastor and the Council. |
nmean, he's just been an awesone, awesone
person and, nore inportantly, a very good
friend to not only nyself but a whole | ot
of people in the Gty of Phil adel phi a.
So thank you and God bl ess you so nuch.
Thank you.

20 (Appl ause.)

21 .- -

22 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The

23 Chai r recogni zes Counci |l man Johnson.

24 COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

25 Council President. | also just want to
LEXI TAS
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take a nonment of personal privilege to
honor the life and | egacy of the |ate,
great Herb Lusk. And | net M. Herb Lusk
t hrough one of ny big brother pastors,
Ant hony Shar key Stevenson, who studi ed
under him and | renenber nost recently,
you know, | was kind of distracted
dealing with sone other things in life
and even in the mdst of that process, |
have a bunch of pastors that prayed for
nme in a group text and | renmenber sendi ng
sone nessages out and hi mrespondi ng
while he was in the hospital, saying,
Counci l man, we're praying for you,
continue to keep your head up and
continue to keep God first. And also how
Pastor Herb Lusk, he was a man anongst
men in terns of the issue of economc
devel opnent here in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

So with the help of Council
President, on that north corridor, right,
a | ot of people don't know, a lot of that
property up there, the high val ue
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property, is owed by people -- the
peopl e, church, which was founded by the
| ate, great Herb Lusk.

And |'nmma wap up on this one
part. One of the |ast text nmessages t hat
| got fromhimwas in 2021 and it was a
total of eight people shot, one person
murdered, right, and it was on Father's
Day. And on Father's Day Sunday, the
| nquirer article says, Faith | eaders
struggle for answers to Phil adel phia's
gun vi ol ence, and he said, quote, "W
t hi nk we are evolving, but we are going
down," the Reverend Herb Lusk, Pastor at
G eat er Exodus Bapti st Church, says
follow ng an overnight rally which eight
people -- in the overnight tinme where
ei ght peopl e were shot and one person was
mur der ed.

And | don't think it was
nmenti oned today, also Herb Lusk was a
former NFL player. So he didn't have to
conme back to North Philly and establish
his roots. He could have just said,
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listen, I'mgoing to make this noney, |'m
going to nove, |'mgoing to take ny
famly with nme. But he anchored hinself
right there on North Broad Street.

So for me, his life also
represented how -- no matter how nmuch we
succeed in life, it's always about giving
back, and for ne being a man of faith,

t hat he always kept Christ first and
forenost in his life. He led by that,
ri ght?

And so to the famly, | just
want to say congratulations on this
honor. |It's truly deserving, and | ong
live the |life of the Reverend Herb Lusk.

Thank you, Council President.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci | man.

M. Decker.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Evelyn Sanple QGats, conmmenting on
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230096.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. SAMPLE OATS: Good norni ng,
Council President and all nenbers of Cty
Council. It is great to be back in here
and see all of you all.

My nane is Evelyn Sanple Cats
and |1'mespecially excited as the
daught er of an NFL Super Bow chanpi on,
who al so wore green and white but anot her
city. | know that cone Mnday norni ng,
we wi Il bring that trophy back to
Phi | adel phi a.

| am joined by two of ny
sorority sisters, who are also on the
list to testify. So |I'mgoing to ask
themto stand with ne, because they wl|
not testify. W will speak with one
heart and one m nd.

So Marci a Shepherd Baker and
Lorina Marshall -Bl ake, if you could cone
and stand with ne.
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2 - - -

3 ( Appl ause.)

4 - - -

5 MS. SAVPLE OATS: Thank you,

6 Counci | President.

! Professionally I amthe new

8 Chi ef of Conmuni cations and Comunity

9 Affairs for the Fairnount Park

10 Conservancy. |In ny personal life, I ama

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

39-year nenber of Al pha Kappa Al pha
Sorority, Incorporated. M. Baker is a
38-year nenber and Ms. Lorina
Marshal | - Bl ake is a 32-year nenber of
Al pha Kappa Al pha. W are lifetine
menbers, and | am a charter nenber of
Onega Mu Onega chapter. M. Baker is a
menber of Rho Theta Onrega chapter, and
Ms. Lorina Marshall-Bl ake is a nenber of
Onega Onega chapter.

| have served on the national
Board of Directors and held several
| eadership positions in our bel oved
sorority. Today, today we cone before
you asking that you pass this resolution
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co-nam ng the 400 bl ock of North 53rd
Street the Ethel Hedgenon Lyle Way.

|f | could ask all nenbers of
Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority who nmay be in
here today to pl ease stand.

| n honor of our principal
founder and the inspiration behind
starting Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority,
| ncorporated 115 years ago, this
remar kabl e woman gave birth to the first
G eek-letter organization for
col | ege-trai ned African American wonen in
the United States.

Et hel Hedgenon Lyle was a
student at Howard University when she
f ounded Al pha Kappa Al pha on
January 15th, 1908 on the principles of
service and sisterhood. After
graduati on, she noved to Phil adel phi a,
teachi ng English in Thomas Dur ham and
Chester Arthur Schools while pursuing
graduate studies at both University of
Penn and Tenple University.

She was a pillar in the
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Phi | adel phia community, active in both
church and civic affairs. She was the
founder of the Mdthers O ub of
Phi | adel phia and a charter nenber of the
West Phi | adel phi a League of Wnen Voters.
In 1937, she was appoi nt ed
Chai rman of the Comm ttee of 100 Wonen,
who played an inportant role in planning
the celebration of the 150th anniversary
of the Constitution of the United States.
Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority
stands strong today with nore than
350, 000 nenbers and over 1,000 chapters
in 11 countries. W are dedicated to
service to all manki nd.
The | egacy of Ethel Hedgenon
Lyl e, a woman of faith and devotion, of
courage and strength, of vision and
foresi ght, a woman of conviction and
determ nation, lives on in the hearts and
m nds of those who continue to serve
Al pha Kappa Al pha Sorority. And we
especi al ly thank Council woman Jam e
Gauthier for bringing this resolution
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f or war d.

| n four weeks, over 7,000 wonen
adorned in pink and green will cone to
Phi | adel phia to conduct the 95th North
Atl antic Regi onal Conference, and we
invite every one of you to cone and join
us.

Thank you. Thank you, Counci |
Presi dent .

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
is Bridget Powell, commenting on 230063.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Bri dget Powel | ?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Not
her e?

Next speaker, M. Decker.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
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s Ham | t on Robi nson.

(No response.)

CH EF CLERK: Ham | ton
Robi nson.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Is Erik Purcell, comenting on 210434.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

MR. PURCELL: Good norni ng.
First, |I'd like to say good norning to
everybody and especially to our Council
as well. M nane is Erik Purcell. |
have 31 years of martial arts experience
and training. | was a professional
athlete a long tine ago, Brazilian
jujitsu and Japanese jujitsu black belt,
as well as coach for the USA Sanbo team
whi ch conpeted around the world
representing this amazing country.

| state that just to kind of
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state ny experience in the matter before
we ki nd of nove on.

Sitting here this norning, |'ve
heard just amazi ng, passi onate people
describe their love for the Birds
obviously. A lot of that going on this
norning. And, nore inportantly, their
| ove for education. 1've heard so many
great stories of sonme of our youth noving
on to college, all the help that they
recei ved, Master's degrees and becom ng
an asset to our comunities was a key
word that | believe one of our other
Council man had said as far as his
educati on was concer ned.

And when we tal k about
education, it's a tough issue in our
communi ties goi ng on when we speak in
regards to our |law enforcenent, and |'m
here specifically in regards to help our
| aw enf orcenent get and gain nore
education to becone assets to our
conmuni ti es.

We are all one team despite our
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di fferences and maybe phil osophies. W
are all together in this comunity,
smal l er communities into | arger
communities, into the Gty. W all want
t he best for our sons, our daughters, our
not hers, our famlies.

What happens when an officer
recei ves consistent quality training? A
trained officer becones a nore capable
of ficer of de-escalating and handli ng
i nteractions nore safely for thensel ves
and for civilians. A trained officer is
nore confident. A confident officer is
nore calm A trained officer can
navi gate high stress situations nore
safely and nore efficiently. A trained
officer is least |likely to have to resort
t o maxi mum f or ce.

You see, a trained officer is a
prepared officer and is a better
teanmmate, which we are all part of that
t eam

| own a mxed martial arts
training facility that's been open for
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over 12 years. W train everybody from
all comunities, all walks of life, all
religions, Christians, Catholics,
Muslinms, all colors, ethnicities.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Can
you wrap it up.

MR. PURCELL: We all train
t oget her under one community and one
| ove.

| inplore the people, the
community, and Council to help our police
officers gain the training that they need
to hel p give back and becone those assets
to our community.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

MR, PURCELL: Thank you very
much. | appreciate the tinme. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: W
appreci ate your testinony.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
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| s Paral ee Knight.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. KNI GHT: Good nor ni ng,
Counci | nrenbers and all of the guests
t oday. Happy Thursday, because a new day
isn't promsed and |'mgrateful to have
It. Happy Black History Mnth, even
though | celebrate being in the beautiful
skin of Black skin 365 days a year. And
to ny fellow Eagles fans, |I'm happy to
cel ebrate the fact that we're going to
t he big dance on Sunday, so go Birds.

My nane is Paral ee Knight, Vice
President of Community Relations at Wells
Fargo, and it is a pleasure to be here
today in support of the African Anmerican
Children's Book Project. Special thanks
to Vanesse Ll oyd Sganbati for her
foundi ng of this organization and | eadi ng
it in a wonderful direction and to
Counci | menber Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson for the resolution to support
this special event.

Qur children, all children, but
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nore specifically the children of the
Cty, and nore specifically the children
who have had barriers to accessi ng equal
resources, and nore specifically Bl ack
and brown children, deserve to have
access to quality | earning resources and
literature and to see thensel ves
represent ed.

Representation i s so necessary,
but holds the ability to have significant
pi eces of one's self reflected back to
them and that mrroring creates a wealth
of understandi ng of one's self that
cannot be neasured.

Representation feels |ike
acceptance. It feels Iike bel onging.

For children it can create the
reassurance that it is indeed okay for
themto fully occupy the spaces that
they're in by sinply being thensel ves.

As a | eading financial services
conpany, Wells Fargo has a role to play
I n addressi ng social, economc, and
envi ronnental issues, which strive to
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utilize our resources and our expertise
t hrough our phil ant hropy and busi ness
efforts to help support communities and
build a nore sustainable and equitable
future for all.

And so with that, | amproud to
be here today to stand to solidify our
support of the African Anmerican
Children's Book Project. Children with
access to quality resources becone vice
presi dents of banks. They becone
counci | nrenbers. They becone
organi zati onal |eaders. They becone
authors, and the |ist goes on. So |let us
continue to support the efforts of
bringing in the next generation of those

18 who will carry on the m ssions of the
19 wor k that we have deened so inportant to
20 have start ed.
21 Thank you so nmuch for your tine
22 here today.
23 .- -
24 ( Appl ause.)
25 - - -
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you for your testinony. W
appreciate it.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
is | bi Zoboi.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. ZOBO : (Good norning,
Counci | menbers - -

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. ZOBAO: -- guests and
visitors. M nane is |bi Zoboi, a New
York Tinmes best-selling author,
awar d-w nni ng children's book author, and
| am here in support of the African
Aneri can Book Project, the African
American Children's Book Fair, headed by
t he wonderful Vanesse Lloyd Sganbati, and
| want to tal k about the inportance of
this book fair and the inportance of
books for African Anerican children and
Bl ack and POC children in general in
| i ght of the recent book banning that is
happeni ng across the country.
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The book fair is a safe haven,
and we are 20 to 30 authors comng from
all over the country right here to the
Phi | adel phia Convention Center to be in
community with children from Phil adel phi a
in particular and famlies comng from
the tri-state area. This is vitally
| nportant for us authors, for educators,
for parents, and children in general. |
want this book fair to exist 30 years
from now.

This is the lifeline of
children's education and the well -being,
and |'msure many of you here attended
t he Schol astic Book Fairs or probably the
African Anerican Book Fair in general.

There is no doubt to the
| nportance of literacy in this country
and there's also no doubt to the
| nportance of knowi ng Anerican history,
and right here Phil adel phia history is
the heart of Anerican history. And as a
Hai ti an Anmerican, Phil adel phia history is
al so Haitian and Anerican history.
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Phi | adel phia is the site of
Anerica's first refugee crisis. French
pl anters and their enslaved workers first
found -- wanted solace here in
Phi | adel phia while it was the U S
capital as they were fleeing the
| npending Haitian revolution, and this is
part of the American history that is
bei ng bl ocked in various libraries and
school s across the country, and this is
the type of stories that we as authors
are witing, and these books will be
avai l able at the African Anmerican Book
Fair this Saturday.

And, again, this is in support
of the African Anerican Book Project and
i ts ongoi ng, ongoi ng cel ebrati on of books
for children of all races.

Thank you very nuch.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.
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CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Keeya Branson Davi s.
(Wtness approached podi um)

( Appl ause.)

M5. DAVIS. Thank you so nuch.
Good norni ng, everyone. \Wat a
wonder ful , auspicious occasion it is to
be recogni zed in Council Chanbers. |'m
sincerely hunbled. And I'd |ike to begin
by thanki ng Council President d arke,
Counci | menber Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson, and Counci |l nenber Kenyatta
Johnson for introducing the resolution
today and for recogni zing the excellence
that is the African Anerican Children's
Book Fair.

Wi | e ot her kids played outside
until the street lights cane on, | was
the kid who was known on ny bl ock in
Wnnefield as Keeya, that girl who reads
and wites all the tinme. And nothing got
a bibliophile like ne nore excited than
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to hear ny nom say on a bright Saturday
norni ng, get your stuff together, we're
going to the mall.

B. Dalton Bookstore in GGanite
Run Mall was ny favorite happy place. |
didn't discover Black authors until high
school when | read Toni Morrison's The
Bl uest Eye, and it was the first tine
that | read a book with a voice and
| anguage that was famliar to ne. It was
a revelation and an inspiration.

Now it's a frustration. Now I
wonder what it would have been like to
have had literary exenpl ars who | ooked
| i ke, thought |ike, and spoke |ike ne.
But thanks to Vanesse Ll oyd Sganbati ,

Bl ack children can attend the African
Anerican Children's Book Fair and choose
books witten by Bl ack authors and neet
t he authors in person.

| am proud to say that PECO is
a longtinme sponsor of the African
Anerican Children's Book Fair, and
Vanesse nakes sure that the PECO table
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has the nost beautiful books to give
children for free.

It always gives ne joy when a
Bl ack child | ooks at a book cover and
says, that girl or boy looks |like nme, and
they hug their treasure.

Now nore than ever, it is
| nportant to inspire children to read.
Educators worry that the pandem c and the
shift to virtual learning could
exasperate existing gaps in literacy
rates, |argely anbng soci oecononi ¢ and
raci al |ines.

So I'd like to thank Vanesse
LI oyd Sganbati for her incredible vision
to create the African Anerican Children's

18 Book Project and for her steadfast
19 | eader shi p.
20 | want to thank ny dear friends
el and ny col | eagues at PECO who are here
22 today. | amso fortunate to have all of
23 you in ny life. I'meternally grateful
24 to Ronona R scoe Benson and her
25 | eadership. | also appreciate the
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Phi | adel phi a school educators at Gonpers,
Lanmberton, Central H gh School, who
hel ped ne foster ny | ove of |earning.

To nmy husband, Dougl as, thank
you for being here, and | want to express
ny love to ny wonderful parents, who have
provided ne with the books that have
shaped ny life.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

M5. DAVIS: And in closing, |
want to thank and encourage all of you to
attend the African Anmerican Children's
Book Fair and bring a child to experience
t he magi c of reading.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Vanesse Ll oyd Sganbati .
(Wtness approached podi um)
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M5. SGAMBATI . (Speaking in
Italian.)

kay. I'mfromPhilly. Ckay?
But | know how to rock another | anguage,
and it's through ny efforts as a young
child to explore the world around ne that
| ended up in Italy learning to speak
fluent Italian and working as a
journalist. And now |l'mhere in ny
honmet own, and people often say to ne, you
want to live in Philly? | |ove
Phi | adel phi a.

This is a great city, and the
African Anerican Children's Book Project
started in 1992, and it's through the
efforts of Katherine G| nore Richardson,
Kenyatta Johnson, Curtis Jones, Jam e
Gaut hier, and G ndy Bass and our
President, Darrell d arke, that have
hel ped to support this effort.

When peopl e say Bl ack peopl e
don't read, I'mthinking to nyself, they
never been to Phil adel phi a.

First Saturday in the nonth,
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and we're now in the second because we in
t he big house at the Pennsyl vani a
Convention Center, you see |lines of
peopl e who cone to cel ebrate reading.
There's no singing. There's no dancing.
It is all about books.

Recently, Visit Philly, |
reached out to themfor a donation, and
they said, well, we've given you $5, 000
over 31 years.

And | said, and?

Because people don't understand
the work that we're doing. W bring
nationally recogni zed aut hors and
il lustrators into Philadel phia. |Dbi
Zoboi is one of the top authors in this
country. She recently won an Anerican
Li brary Associ ation award, newy m nted,
for her nost recent book.

And here's the really wonderf ul
thing: It doesn't cost anything. Wen
children walk in the door, they own a
book. They don't have to purchase a
book. We give away free books to
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authors -- I'msorry; to educators,
chil dren, and caregivers, because reading
really does open up a world of
opportunities.

| also want to acknow edge
Ronona Ri scoe Benson, who was one of the
first people at PECO to make sure that we
had fundi ng, and agai n Paral ee Kni ght.

want to stand up?

Because Par al ee Kni ght j ust
becanme the regional advocate for the
private.

( Appl ause.)

M5. SGAMBATI: And even t hough
Wells Fargo is focusing on honeowner shi p,
she said, no, we got to continue to
support this effort.

And I'll tell you a short story
and | wll take ny seat. W have a book
fair at Community Coll ege, and there was
this woman with two kids and a man j ust
foll ow ng ne around. She had a book.
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It's called | Love My Hair. And | said
to her -- it's a classic. | said, both
the author and illustrator are over there
and they'll sign your book.

And she said to ne, no, |
wanted to thank you.

And | said, thank me? Well,
you' re wel cone.

And anybody who knows ne, it's
like "'mrunning a mle a mnute in ny
stilettos. So needless to say, she said,
| wanted to thank you because when | was
a kid, ny famly was honel ess and we were
in and out of shelters, but we cane here
every year. You gave us a free book.

She said, there was no face painting, and
| wal ked around and | was like all the
other kids. She said, I'"'min college and
|"'mraising a famly of readers.

So you never know the i npact.
She said, every tine we noved from
shelter to shelter, hone to hone, | had a
honme library. And that's what we're
advocati ng, because, fol ks, a book opens
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up a world of opportunities.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

M5. SGAMBATI . Forget about
banned books. You can't ban a book if
you' re buying a book.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
i s Ogbonna Hagi ns, commenting on 230062.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nmor ni ng.

MR HAG NS. Geat norning,
everyone. (Qgbonna Hagins, HA-GI-NS.

O course there should be
justice in policing and on a nati onal
| evel , but how about sone justice for the
Cty? How about justice for the youth in
this city? How about justice for the
seniors in this city? How about justice
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for veterans in this city? How about
justice for the economcally deprived in
this city?

We all are happy about the
Phi | adel phia Eagles and their possibility
of winning the Super Bow , but at the
sane time, renenber that Philly is the
poorest big city in the nation and people
are hurting.

What are you going to do about
that, Cty Council?

| amcalling for economc
justice in the Gty and in particular in
the Afro Anerican community. W have a
wealth gap in this city, and the problem
IS not going to stop by you just sitting
on your hands. W have a seri ous,
serious crine and vi ol ence problemin
this city directly linked to econom c
| nj usti ce.

|"'ma retired teacher from
Dobbi ns H gh School. [|'malso a graduate
of Dobbins Hi gh School. W need justice
I n our education systemin Phil adel phi a.
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What about an el ected school board? 1867
was the last tine that Philadel phia had
an el ected school board. Wat is this
body doi ng about that?

And, finally, based on the
people that | speak with throughout this
city, they're disappointed in you, so
much so that they don't want to vote. |
believe the |last election, 13 percent of
the registered voters voted for who is in
of fice right now

So, yeah, we need justice
reformfor policing in this country, but
we have to renenber that Philadel phia
needs justice and the people in
Phi | adel phia are hurting, and until
soneone in this body does sonethi ng about
it, we're going to continue to celebrate
the Eagles victory and all this kind of
stuff, but our people are going to be
hurti ng.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.
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( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony.

CH EF CLERK: Victoria Jones
Caul .

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. CAUL: Good norning,
everyone. Wat a beautiful day. M nane
is Victoria Jones Caul and | am Evette's
sister. First and forenost, |let ne give
honor to God, who nakes all things
possi bl e.

| would like to say a few words
regarding the resolution that Gty
Counci | woman Br ooks present ed.

On behal f of our nother, Marie
Jones, and the entire Jones famly, |
woul d like to thank Gty Counci | wonan
Kendra Brooks for honoring ny sister with
this resolution.
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Qur famly is very proud of
Evette. M sister has worked tirel essly
for the children, the parents, community
menbers, and staff nenbers of the PFT.
She has fought to preserve public
education and to ensure that our children
receive the best quality education
possi bl e i n Phil adel phi a.

Thank you all very nuch for
honoring ny sister and working wth her.
She has done and continues to do
wonder f ul things.

Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

18 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
19 Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.
20 CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
el I s Lynn Landes, commenting on 210913.
22 (Wt ness approached podi um)
23 M5. LANDES: Good norning. |'m
24 Lynn Landes, founder of
25 Heal thAl ertPhilly.org. | support
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Resol ution 210913, but today I'm al so
here to tal k about COVI D.

After three years of the COVID
ni ght mare, the public deserves a conplete
revi ew of what happened. For an illness
that was not life threatening for over
98 percent of the population, the
i 11-conceived COVID mandates resulted in
a massi ve | oss of jobs, businesses, and
schooling. Many people are still being
forced to take harnful and deadly
experinmental COVID vaccines in order to
keep their jobs.

Only Pfizer's Comrnaty and
Moderna's Spi kevax are FDA-approved COVID
vacci nes. However, they are not sold to
the public, as far as we know. \What the
unknowi ng public gets are the nore
dangerous and ri sky experinental vacci ne.

Bi g Pharma makes bi g noney off
of COVID while our federal health
authorities protect them by over-counting
COVID injuries and deaths and
undercounting injuries and deaths from
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t he COVI D vacci nes thensel ves.

Both the COVID ill ness and
COVI D vacci nes need to be thoroughly
| nvestigated, with special attention to
mcroclots in the blood. The soaring
rates of strokes, nyocarditis, and sudden
deat hs i n vacci nated people around the
worl d are particularly alarm ng.

Recently and disturbingly, the
FAA | owered heart health standards for
airline pilots, while the mlitary has
qui etly dropped its COVID vacci ne
mandat es, but enornous damage of untold
proportion has al ready been done by these
experi mental vacci nes.

We seriously need an honest
accounting of what went wong and why, or
it will happen again and agai n.

You can | earn nore at
Heal t hAl ertPhilly.org. Thank you very
much for your attention.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you for your testinony. W
appreciate it.
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CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s R kkia Brown.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. BROAN:. Hi . Good norning.
Good norning. R kkia Brown, special
education teacher for children with
autism

| have had nmany teachers in ny
lifetime, and each one of them affected
ny attitude towards education in a unique
way. | have devel oped a different
relationship with each and every one of
them and one of course | ren ni sce about
sone of ny teachers nore than others.

A teacher never knows which
student he or she is going to inspire to
achieve his or her goals. Sonetines a
teacher m ght feel that he or she has not
done much for their student, but that
student mght feel that particular
t eacher has highly contributed to his or
her attitude about education in a
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positive way.

Furt hernore, one of the
greatest and unforgettable nenories that
stand above all ny experiences as a
student was the tine | spent with one of
ny el ementary school teachers, M. Jones.
Ms. Jones was the nost patient teacher |
have ever had. She treated her students
the way she woul d have wanted to be
treated if she was a student. That was
with respect and dignity.

Wth all honesty, when | say
that Ms. Jones was alnbst in a good nood
every tinme | seen her, | never once saw
her | ose patience with her students. M.
Jones notivated ne to wake up five days a
week ready for school nentality. | was
ready to go.

Moreover, it is effortless to
nmention Ms. Jones' passion and devotion
for teaching. She always wanted her
students to go to her for help. | becane
so confortable with her that | would go
to her after school to ask for help wth
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difficult honmework assignnents.

She al ways had a smle on her
face and hel ped ne with an open heart. |
can see Ms. Jones' passion for teaching
fromthe very first day |I net her.

| transitioned to Ms. Jones
fromanother third grade class where,
let's say, | wasn't fitting in. W
wasn't cohort ed.

To sumit up, Ms. Jones had
shaped ny attitude and changed ny
conception about education. One of the
things | have |earned from M. Jones that
has strengthened ne and i s keeping ne
going in life is, every problemhas a
solution. You may not find a solution
t oday, baby, but it's there.

Ms. Jones' contribution to ny
sel f-concept and education is one of the
reasons why | have managed to cone this
far in life.

Thank you for being you. |
| ove and appreciate you so much. | am ny
student's keeper because of you.
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Thank you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her speakers on the public coment
list, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very nuch, M. Decker.

That concl udes our public
comment for today, and, again, | want to
t hank everyone who has cone down to
W tness their governnent in action and
partici pate.

W will nove to our Cal endar
and consider the bills and resol utions on
our Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage.

M. Decker, would you pl ease
read the title of Resolution No. 210434.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
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calling on the Gty of Phil adelphia to
| npl ement m ninum force training for all
| aw enforcenent officers.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |
see we have -- the Chair recognizes
Counci | man Oh.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you very
much, Council President. | do want to
explain the --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Hold
on one second, Counci |l man.

Can we keep the voi ces down,
pl ease, so we can hear.

Thank you, Council man. Like
old tinmes, right?

| "' m sorry, Council man Oh.

Pl ease proceed.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you very
much, Council President. | do want to
explain to the public what this issue is
about, what is this resol ution.

So this resolution was
i ntroduced May 6, 2021. It's been al nost
two years. The resolution was introduced
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after the horrendous nmurder of Ceorge
Floyd, and it has raised the question of
what are we in Philadel phia doing to
ensure that that type of thing does not
happen. And there have been ot her
responses fromother jurisdictions as
well, all of themwell intended, but not
all of themeffective, and | think that
is really the crux of the issue, that we
cannot solve problens sinply by putting
wor ds on paper and instructing people
what to do. That does not solve the
problemtotally. It is helpful, but
there has to be sonething nore than that.

Recently we watched virtually

t he sanme problem occur in Menphis with
Tyre Nichols, and as in the case of
George Floyd, it is the sane issue wth
Tyre Nichols, that it is not only the
police officers to blane who were engaged
directly but those who were standi ng
around watching, but ultimately it was
their enployer, the city, the governnent
for failing to train them appropriately.
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That is the responsibility that every
enpl oyer bears, and particularly any
executive should be responsible for the
performance of their enpl oyees.

|"'mgoing to read what this
resolution says. |It's been a while.

M ni nrum force training provides
| aw enforcenent officers with the
physical skills and nental perspective to
use no force or the |east anmount of force
requi red when faced with a confrontation
under stress.

Mninmum force training is a
val uabl e tool for |aw enforcenent
officers and civilians alike.

Police use force and training
protocols are particularly salient
follow ng high profile incidents of
overly aggressive, officer-involved
confrontati ons, and uni ntended shooti ngs.

As a result of George Floyd's
death, there is a national push to reform
| aws and protocols pertaining to police
conduct and liability.
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Some of these efforts are
guesti onable and may result in unintended
consequences that increase crinme and
I njury.

M ni num force training can
reduce the nunber of these tragedi es by
bal ancing | ethal force responses wth
nore appropriate responses based on the
ci rcunst ance.

Law enf orcenent officials in
nei ghbori ng Bucks and Del aware counti es
have al ready begun exploring the
| npl ementati on of m ninmum force training
as a conponent of its mandatory police
of ficer training.

In the best interest of its
officers and the public, the Philadel phia
Pol i ce Departnent shoul d inpl enent
m ni mum force training to conpl enent
traditional, lethal force training.

In order to inplenment m ninum
force training, the Gty will need to
establish a training programfor the
Pol i ce Departnent, establish paraneters
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for how officers will be expected to
conpl ete the training, and define
adm ni strative regulations for receiving
conpensatory tinme and ot her
rei mbursenents for conpleting the
t rai ni ng.

New Jersey in 2020 i npl enented
reforns that included training for
m ni mum force, mninmmforce. And |I'd
|i ke to just read a response to New
York's sweeping reforns. This is by the
Presi dent of the Police Benevol ent
Associ ation criticizing the | egislation.

Quote, "This sweepi ng proposal
woul d nmake it inpossible for police
officers to determ ne whether or not we
are permtted to use force in any given
situation. The only reasonabl e sol ution
will be to avoid confrontations where
force m ght beconme necessary."

In a city with over 500 nurders
each year, police are facing conplicated
situations, and we need nore policing,
but the public also wants to know what
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the Gty has done to better train the
officers so they respond appropriate and
there are not unintended consequences.

The problemw th | egislation,

t hough well intended, is that the

| egi slators often are very detached from
the realities of what those officers do.
A person who is a police officer, their
job is to intervene, but there are rules
of engagenent. |f they don't know what
the rul es of engagenent are, one
consequence is they don't engage. That
is a disservice to the public.

You call 911, you're expecting
sonmeone to show up. They don't show up
or if they show up, they don't get
engaged, don't get involved, at the risk
to your life or your health.

They shoul d be trained.
There's no reason not to train your
enpl oyees.

But poorly witten |egislation,
whi ch nonet hel ess based on good
i ntention, results in unintended
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consequences. For exanple, |aws that
create confusion result in inaction.

That results in too many officers being
confused about what to do.

Restricting the ability of one
officer to, for exanple, put his body
wei ght or her body wei ght on soneone in
an effort to control themmy result in
five officers trying to hold down a
person. It may result in unnecessary use
of striking. |It's not necessary.

Laws t hat di scourage nore
gentl e techni ques result in nore harnful
t echni ques or nore aggressive techni ques.
Laws that prevent physical restraint
results in tasering. That's not an
acceptable thing either.

So legislating things, while it
sounds good, is renoved from what the
of ficer does. One of the things we can
do is, we can train the officers in the
use of mnimal force or no force so that
they are nore confident, nore calmin
assessing the situation. W don't want
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to have uni nt ended consequences.

| believe that weak people are
not strong. Wak people are not strong.
Making a police force full of weak people
results in unintended consequences. W
need strong people who are well trained
and di sciplined so that they can
i ntervene. \When they intervene and
things don't go well, we don't want them
to use clubs or sticks or guns. They
have to be better trained.

O her jurisdictions have
| npl emented m ninum force training. The
guestion is, how do you practically do
it, how do you train soneone and teach
soneone that when they see a knee on a
neck and a person saying | can't breathe,
that they intervene. You can kill that
per son.

Soneti nes peopl e can
hyperventil ate out of anxiety or fear.
When they say they can't breathe, they
can't breathe. But if you don't know
that, if you don't know what you're
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doi ng, you can really seriously hurt
someone.

It is a good idea to train
peopl e to understand what's going on, to
be aware, because that is part of their
duty. They are civilian servants. They
serve the civilian popul ation.

The i ssue that appears to be
troubling folks is this Iine here: Sone
of these efforts are questi onable and may
result in unintended consequences t hat
i ncrease crinme and injury.

"1l stand by that. If that
|ine were not in here, we could just
sol ve every problemin Philadel phia wth
| egi sl ati on. W could have peopl e
witing | aws and not knowi ng the exact
subject matter that they're talking
about, inposing it upon other people.

Trai ning, best practices so
that police officers have nore than two
or three choices. Typically while they
recei ve sone training in non-Iethal
techni ques, that's like telling soneone
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to ride a bike. You can't teach soneone
to ride a bike verbally. They have to
get on the bike. And they can't ride
down a snooth road, because they can't
ride with confidence. They have to train
until it is nuscle nenory, they don't
think about it, they do it, and they're
aware of what they're doing so that they
do not hurt other people.

|'ve done martial arts ny whole
life and |'ve been in the mlitary and
| ' ve had physical confrontations. 1|'ve
had deadly confrontations. Wen soneone
is in atraining facility, when soneone
| ooks |ike they're in distress, they
automatically release the hold. That's
not a thought process. Wen soneone
can't breathe, they rel ease the hold.
When soneone is gasping, they rel ease the

hol d. Wen soneone says "tap," they

rel ease the hold. Wen soneone taps the
ground or stonps their foot, they rel ease
the hold. There's no thought to it. You

| medi ately rel ease the hold.
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We're wat chi ng George Fl oyd,
and tine and tine again that officer did
not renove his knee, and no one around
hi m had hi mrenove his knee for both the
officer's sake and George Fl oyd's sake.
It's a tragedy. It's a nurder. It's a
homcide. But it is aliability on that
governnent for what it failed to do,
sonet hing we should do, and if the
Adm ni stration does not do it, this
| egi sl ative body should insist upon it.

Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Council man.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | wman G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Council President. And | want to
t hank our col | eague Council menber Oh for
t hat expl anation and for reading the
resol ution and pointing out the specific
stances that we have issue wth.

But | want to take this body
back to the Council session on Thursday,
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May 13th of 2021 wherein on Page 73 and
74 of the transcript of the Stated
Meeti ng, Council nenber Oh stated that
m ninum force training is not up to Gty
Council. And I'mquoting. "That is
sonething that is within the purview of
the Adm nistration and the Police
Comm ssioner. City Council wll not be
i nvolved in creating a program W can
have a hearing, then they, neaning the
Adm ni stration, have to create the
program "

Council President, it is of ny
belief that this debate and this
resolution is gratuitous, it is futile,
and it is unnecessary for this august
body to continue to entertain.

And with that, | call for the
question of the day.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Traditionally call of the question neans
an i medi ate action. | do want to
recognize, if it's okay with you,
Counci | woman, that | see Council man Jones
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and Counci | man Johnson have had their
| i ghts on.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Yes.
Yes, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |'m
| i beral |ike that.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:

Ri ght .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President.

Thank you, coll eagues.

As Chair of Public Safety
responsible in part for dealing with the
Police Departnent, courts, prisons, |'ve
gone up to the Police Acadeny dozens of
tinmes, either to talk to Scared Strai ght
or to take tours. |In fact, on March 3rd
we have scheduled a tour for all nenbers
to go and take a firsthand | ook at that
t rai ni ng.

| agree with Kathy G| nore
Ri chardson that we didn't -- | nean, this
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I S a non-binding resolution. The
training that | have observed at that
Acadeny often is non-lethal. It is judo.
It is different fornms of hand-to-hand
conbat .

My objection to this resolution
|ies deep within its wordi ng that
suggests after the death of George Fl oyd
that sone of the justice reformefforts
actually caused nore cri ne.

Now, |'m of the opinion that
words do matter, because words create
t hought and t houghts create actions, and
to connect crimnal justice reformto the
need for better training are two separate
topi cs that shoul d be detached.

Had that not -- that clause not
been in there, | would be voting for this
bill -- this resolution today, know ng

t hat the Mayor can choose or not choose
to honor it. But when you put words in
there that, in ny opinion, are

i nfl anmmat ory and not provable, | think
you do that resolution a disservice. So
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| woul d be opposed to this resol ution
bei ng passed.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Council man.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you,
Counci | President.

So in the spirit of the
| egi sl ation, | thought the original
intent was to do minimzed training.
Qoviously if I'mthe author of today
passing -- urging Congress to pass the
George Floyd Policing Act, it kind of
undercuts what |I'mactually advocati ng
for.

So | talked to the author of
the bill about the wording and so forth,
but I won't be voting for the bill.

But it also brings to ny mnd a
bi gger part of the debate and the
conversation. |I'mnore than willing to
work with ny coll eague on this issue.
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Training is one thing, but cultural
conpetency in | aw enforcenent is another
thing, right? And | renenber after the
deat h of George Floyd, and everything is
on social nedia, and for sone apparent
reason when there's an African Anerican
mal e pull ed over, there is no | evel of
restraint or professionalism but when
sonebody who's, to be quite frank with
you, of Caucasi an descent that's pulled
over, sone reason, sonehow there is sone
| evel of restraint.

And so for ne, it's nore about
the cultural conpetency of how our
of ficers engage with African American
particularly young nen, secondly young
wonen. And there were countless tines on
social nedia after the death of Ceorge
FIl oyd where peopl e showed exanpl es, clear
exanpl es, where other individuals who
were not African Anerican descent,
primarily Caucasi an, were very, very
aggressive of officers and were given
| i ke ten opportunities to not get shot or
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murdered. But if you're African Anerican
and you say one word back, |ike why am |
bei ng pull ed over, what's the reasoning,
you probably won't make it hone.

And so hopefully we can take
this debate fromtraining to al so
cul tural conpetency and how you engage.

And | think the reason why we
wanted to focus on hiring officers
| ocally is because a ot of tines -- and
| went to Mansfield University, upstate
Pennsyl vani a. People who do not grow up
in the Gty of Philadel phia, sone that
cone fromrural nei ghborhoods to get jobs
here in the Gty of Phil adel phia, sone
that cone fromthe suburbs that have
never been in an urban environnent have a
very certain perspective of African
Anerican young nen. And if you becone an
of ficer, you bring those biases and those
stereotypes with you to the streets of
the Gty of Philadelphia froma |aw
enf orcenent st andpoi nt.

So hopefully we can el evate
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this conversation when we tal k about
training but, nost inportantly, cultural
conpet ency, because an officer from G ays
Ferry may view things a little bit
different than a person that's recruited
froma rural county to police in the Gty
of Phil adel phi a.

And so | wanted to put that on
the record, because it just brings in ny
m nd when we tal k about police
i nteraction and sone peopl e qualifying
what's appropriate and what's not, |I'm
probably one of the key qualifiers
because, you know, |'m one of the guys
that grew up in the nei ghborhood, you
know, fornmer corner guy just hanging out
with my guys in South Philly and probably
had nore interaction with officers than
maybe the average individual and kind of
know how to deal with them but for the
nost part, making sure we're paying
attention to the inplicit bias that goes
along with sone of the policing that we
see today.
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And so | just wanted to put
that there -- put that on the record, and
obviously I won't be voting for the bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Council man.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  The
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President.

| just wanted to agree with ny
colleagues. |I'mgoing to be a no on this
resolution. And the resolution sponsor
tal ked earlier and kind of glanced over
sone of the clauses in the resolution
t hat peopl e have an issue with, but |
just wanted to pause for a mnute to make
sure that they were read into the record
correctly.

So those cl auses are: \Wereas,
as a result of George Floyd's death,
there is a national push to reforml aws
and protocols pertaining to police
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conduct and liability; and

Wher eas, sone of these efforts
are questionable and may result in
uni nt ended consequences that increase
crinme and injury.

That's not a snmall thing,
right? That not only changes the whole
intent of the resolution, it honestly
makes nme distrust the intent.

| don't know what this bill --
or what this resolution is trying to do.
|'mvery offended by that, and | will be
voting no, and I just wanted to nake that
very cl ear.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci | wonman.
The Chair recogni zes Council man

h.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Yeah. Thank
you. | appreciate everybody's input.
W're going to vote onit. I'll just say

t hat people want police. People want to
call 911. They want an answer. They
want police. W're having a problemwth
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police, police not answering the call,
not sure what they're going to do,
de-fund the police, fund the police, all
t hose type of things.

| f you're going to increase
police, you have to equip them You have
to train them People want police
response, but they want to know that the
Cty has done sonething so that there is
a change and that the police are better
t rai ned.

Yeah, there's all kind of
subjective fears, and unfortunately a | ot
of it has to do with race, no doubt about
it. Soneone sees a person with tattoos,
they feel nore afraid. They see soneone
with a lot of big hair and a big beard,
they get afraid. Soneone has got a
swasti ka, they're ready to shoot.

Unfortunately, all of these
subj ective fears, that is natural
physiology. It is to save your life.
When you believe, however right or wong
you are, that your lifer is in danger,
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you enhance t hat.

The way you overcone your
natural self-defense instincts is through
training so that you can better gauge and
better judge so that you do not
overreact, so that you can react with
cal mmess and objectivity.

At the end of the day, whatever
thisis, It is aresolution. 1It's not
binding. It urges the Gty to inplenent,
to begin the process of comng up with a
practical way to train police so that
they are able to nake better judgnents,
confortable to use no force or m ni num
force.

| wll say to what | generally
hear is, | know that Council menber Curtis
Jones is a boxer. You don't go to the
gymfor a nonth and then ten years |ater
you can step in aring. You go into the
gym and you learn to box and you refine
it and you refine it and you refine it,
and as you continue to have the
experi ence, your body noves w thout you
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t hi nki ng.

We need for people under stress
to be trained so that when their life is
I n danger, they do not unnecessarily take
sonebody else's life.

Anyway, thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:

M. President, | call the question.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. The question cannot -- that's

not binding until there's a notion, is ny
understanding. So there has to be a
notion on the resolution. The Council man
just spoke. He didn't make the notion.

Counci | man, do you want to nake
t he notion?

COUNCI LMAN OH: | nove the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
There you go.

Call to the question. |I'm
assumng we will want a roll call?

COUNCI LMAN OH:  No roll call.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: You
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ask for a roll call also?

COUNCI LMAN CH:  No.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: You
don't need a roll? Al right.

COUNCI LMAN CH:  No.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |
don't think so either, Council man.

Has it been seconded?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor?

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Aye.

COUNCI LMAN OH  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(Nay. )

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
pretty close. No. |[|'mjust kidding,
guys. |I'msorry. Alittle levity.

The ayes have it. The notion
and resolution is disapproved. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: The nays
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have it.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: M.

Decker -- I"'msorry. The nays have it.
|"msorry. | was wondering why people
were looking at ne like that, right? I'm

sorry. The long debate kind of got ne
off (unintelligible).

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Muscl e nenory,
Council President. Miscle nenory.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Look, it's an interesting day. W're
going to do an Eagl es cheer after the
Council| session to get back on track.

Al right. The resolution is
deni ed.

M. Decker, please read the
title of Resolution No --

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Counci |

20 President, can | be recorded as aye on

21 t hat cl ose vote.

22 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Let

23 the record reflect that Council nan

24 O Neill -- anybody else -- Council man Onh.

25 And Council man Driscoll, do you want to
LEXI TAS
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be vot ed?

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Nay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: As a
nay.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: | thought
| was in the queue there earlier.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Wen
they call it to the question, it's tine
to -- you got to vote.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Ckay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Once
he made the notion, the rules require
that the vote be taken initially, but I
can always recogni ze you if you want
to --

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Yeah, |
woul d i ke to be recogni zed.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: - -
expl ai n your vote.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Look, we
had a | ot of healthy discussion on this
and it's going to be a topic we're going
to talk a | ot about, but, you know, what
we didn't tal k about today is, we have a
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police officer in the hospital that was
shot tw ce yesterday, and | woul d j ust
|ike this body for a nonent of silence
and qui et prayer for that gentlenman and
his famly that was protecting all of us
in the Cty of Philadel phia yesterday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Al
right. Can we get a nonent of silence on
behal f of the recovery of the police
officer that was shot twce that is in
hopefully a nuch better condition than
t oday.

Can we get a nonent of silence,
pl ease.

(Monent of silence.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci | man.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Thank
you, M. President.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:
M. President, |I also wanted to be
recogni zed on --
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: You
want to be recogni zed?

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | woman Vaughn.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN: | had
pushed the button before he passed it.

| just want to say that maybe
Councilman Ch is fromthe privil eged
soci ety that has not had to have the talk
with their children, as President Biden
mentioned in his State of the Union
addr ess.

| have two Bl ack children that
|ive here in the Cty of Philadel phia,
and we all -- | have had to have the talk
with nmy children about if you get pulled
over, get stopped, turn your light on,
don't say anything, don't reach for
anyt hi ng, put your hands on the dashboard
or on the steering wheel and don't nake
any sudden noves.

So that was the reason that
that last resolution would have al so
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recei ved a no vote.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Al |
right. Well, what we have traditionally
not done is be specific about criticism
of nmenbers. W try to keep this accord.
Criticize the issue, the policy, but we
ki nd of | eave that personal stuff.

COUNCI LWVOVAN VAUGHN:  Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: But
t hank you. Thank you for your words.

We're going to nove on from
that, if it's okay with you all. Thank
you, because we do have --

COUNCI LMAN OH: | would like to
respond to that.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
vote has been taken. You know, let's
nmove on. Thank you.

M. Decker, 230062.

CH EF CLERK: Resol ution urging
the U S. Congress to pass H R 1280, the
George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of
2021.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Johnson for a notion on the resolution.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

The ayes have it.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Nay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Let
the record reflect that Council man
O Neill has voted nay on the resol ution,
and the notion passes and the resol ution
| s adopt ed.

M. Decker, 230063.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
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aut hori zing the Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 2252 Hope Street and 2309
Pal ethorp Street located in the 7th
Council manic District.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | wonman Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:  Thank
you, M. President. | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, 230068.
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CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
approvi ng the redevel opnent contract of
t he Phil adel phi a Redevel opnent Aut hority
for the redevel opnent and urban renewal
of a portion of the |Independence Ml l
Urban Renewal Area, Unit No. 4,
| dentified by house nunber and street
address as 217 through 253 North N nth
Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank vyou,
M. President. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
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ayes have it, and the resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, 220689.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
appoi nting M quon Brinkley to the Board
of Directors for the Ad Gty Speci al
Services District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair again recogni zes Counci | man
Squi | | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
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adopt ed.

M. Decker, 220690.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
appointing Jeffrey Brown to the Board of
Directors for the dd Cty Special
Services District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Counci |l man
Squi |l | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank vyou,
M. President. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and the resolution is
adopt ed.
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M. Decker, 221036.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
appoi nti ng Paul Badger to the Board of
Directors of the Center City District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: One
nore tinme, the Chair recognizes
Counci | man Squi l | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, 221037.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
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appointing Valerija Beares to the Board
of Directors of the Center Cty D strict.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Squi l | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and the resolution is
adopt ed.

Counci | man Johnson, did you
want to be recogni zed?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Sur e,
Council President. | just want to take a
qui ck nmonent of personal privilege before

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 134
2/ 9/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2/ 9/ 23 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
the tine gets away fromus to acknow edge
a visitor in our Chanber today, the
current Whip of the General Assenbly of
t he House of Representatives of
Pennsyl vani a, soon to be Majority
Appropriations Chairman, ny State
Representative of the 186th Legislative
District, Jordan Harris. | just want to
acknow edge him

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Hey,
Whi p. Sounds good to be called the
Majority Whip? That's what |I'mtalking
about. Thank you. Thank you for com ng
i n.

M. Decker, did | read 2210377

CH EF CLERK: You did,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Ckay. 221038.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
appoi nting Anna Boni to the Board of
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Directors of the Center City District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion passes and the
resol ution is adopted.

W have no bills today, so,

M. Decker, would you pl ease read any
addi ti onal resol utions,

CH EF CLERK: A resolution also
nam ng the 700 bl ock of North Broad
Street (between Fairnount Avenue and
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Brown Street) "Reverend Dr. Herbert H.
Lusk Il Way," to honor the astoundi ng,
Christ-driven | egacy of the Senior Pastor
of the G eater Exodus Baptist Church and
CEO of People for People, Incorporated,

| ntroduced today by Councilwonman G | nore
Ri chardson on behal f of Council President
d arke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council woman G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Council President Carke. On your
behal f, | nove the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?
(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion passes, and
that resolution is adopted.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honoring the African Anerican Children's
Book Project on the Cccasion of its 31st
Annual African American Children's Book
Fair, introduced today by Council woman
G | nore Richardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Counci | wonman
G | nore Richardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Council President. | nove the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?
(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honori ng and cel ebrating Phil adel phi a
Eagl es Seasonal Sports Perfornmance
Associ ate Autum Lockwood, the first
Bl ack woman to coach in the Super Bow,
i ntroduced today by Councilwoman G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Counci | wonman
G | nore Richardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Council President. In nenory of ny
cousin, the first African Anerican in the

18 Football Hall of Fane, Enlen Tunnell, |
19 nove the adoption of the resolution.
20 (Duly seconded.)
21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
22 been noved and properly seconded.
23 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
25 (Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Counci |l woman, | have to ask you about
that trophy on your desk. |'ve been
| ooking at it all day.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thi s
is EmM en Tunnell, the first African
American in the Football Hall of Fane,
former New York G ants player, forner
G een Bay Packer coach recruited by Vince
Lonbardi, author of a book Footsteps of a
G ant, and U S. Coast CGuard hero who
saved the lives of two of his shipmates
in the war.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Awesonme. Awesone.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you. Thank you, Councilwoman. W
may want to take pictures with that
af t er war ds.

M. Decker, go ahead.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
honori ng and congratul ating the Chanpi on
of the Week, Monica Mraglilo, for the
wor k of her conpany, Grlbuild, which
trai ns wonen on how to renovate, design,
and finance their own hone inprovenent
projects, introduced today by Council man
Thonmas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you,
Council President. | encourage everybody

18 to check out this initiative, and | nove
19 for the adoption of the resol ution.
20 (Duly seconded.)
21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
22 been noved and properly seconded.
23 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
25 (Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The resolution is adopted.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
congratul ating the Phil adel phia Eagl es on
their National Football Conference
Chanpi onship Wn, and Chal |l engi ng the
Cty Council of Kansas Cty to a bet that
the Eagles will beat the Chiefs in Super
Bow LVII, introduced today by Council man
Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Can we
acknow edge the affirmative passi ng of
this resolution with a "Go Birds" on

20 t hree?
21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
22 Absol utely. Absolutely. Are you ready?
23 COUNCI LMAN JONES: One, two
24 t hr ee.
25 (Go Birds.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: That
resolution is enthusiastically adopted.
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
authorizing the joint Gty Council
Committees on Public Safety and Education
to hold public hearings to exam ne the
status of capital prograns for
i nfrastructure repair as well as for
toxi ¢ hazard renediation in
Phi | adel phia's public schools, introduced
t oday by Council man Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. | nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
aut horizing the joint Gty Council
Comm ttees on Public Safety and Educati on
to hold public hearings to exam ne the
School District of Philadel phia's use of
| n-school and out-of-school suspension as
well as other disciplinary tactics to
under stand what actions nerit such a
penal ty, introduced today by Council man
Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Council man Jones.

18 COUNCI LMAN JONES: | nove for
19 t he adopti on.
20 (Duly seconded.)
21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
22 been noved and properly seconded.
23 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
25 (Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
authorizing the joint Gty Council
Committees on Public Safety and Education
to hold public hearings to exam ne
statistics for in-school violence
protocol s, student-to-student viol ence,
parent-to-parent violence, and teacher
safety, introduced today by Council man
Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,

20 M. President. | nove for the adoption.
21 (Duly seconded.)
22 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
23 been noved and properly seconded.
24 Al in favor indicate by saying
25 aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The resolution is adopted.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
aut hori zing the Conmttee on
Transportation and Public Utilities to
hol d hearings on the status of H |l co
Redevel opnment Partners proposed
Bel | wet her District Devel opnent Project,
formerly known as the Sunoco Refinery
Site, introduced today by Council man
Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

20 Council President. | nove for the

el adoption of the resol ution.

22 (Duly seconded.)

23 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's

24 been noved and properly seconded.

25 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
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aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honori ng Phil adel phia artist King
Sal adeen for his artistic contributions
to Phil adel phia and for his community
advocacy through his foundation, Create
Motivate Inspire, introduced today by
Counci | man Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Counci | man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.
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Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
honori ng and recogni zi ng Evette Deni se
Jones, a caring educator, fierce
advocate, and a lifelong comunity
bui |l der, who has tirelessly fought for
the children, teachers, and parents of
Phi | adel phia and for schools that neet
t he needs of the communities that they
serve, introduced today by Council wonan
Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | woman Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVMAN BROCKS:  Thank
you, Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
al so nam ng 53rd Street, between Parrish
Street and West m nster Avenue, "Ethel
Hedgenon Lyl e Way," in honor of Ethel
Hedgenon Lyl e, principal Founder of Al pha
Kappa Al pha Sorority, Incorporated, the
ol dest G eek-letter organization for
col |l ege-trai ned African Anerican wonen in
the United States of Anerica, introduced
t oday by Council woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l woman Gaut hi er.
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COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President. 1'd like to
first thank the nmenbers of Al pha Kappa
Al pha Sorority, Inc., specifically the
Onrega Orega chapter of Phil adel phia, for
speaking in support of the resolution
al so namng 53rd Street for the
Sorority's principal founder, Ethel
Hedgenon Lyl e.

| also would |like to wel cone
all the nenbers of AKA who wll be com ng
to the City for their regional conference
in March. And 1'd also like to thank our
own St ephanie Marsh from the Managi ng
Director's Ofice for her collaboration
in drafting and introducing this
resolution and for all of the hard work
that she is undertaking to bring the AKAs
here in March.

And wth that, Council
President, | call for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
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been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her resol utions on the Final Passage
Cal endar, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you very nmuch, M. Decker.
That concl udes our Cal endar for

t oday.

And speeches on behalf of the
m nority?

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Oh.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you very
much, Council President, and | take no
of fense from ny col | eague Counci | nenber
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Vaughn. | understand what you're saying,
but | do want to respond, not in a
personal way, because | think underlying
that is that there's a detachnent to
under st andi ng the plight of poor people
and oppressed people if you are of ny
opi ni on.

My opinion is not a privileged
opinion. M opinion is a poor people's
opinion, and I'd like to explain that.

| take issue with the property

tax. | take issue with the assessnment on
the poor. | take issue with the soda tax
on the poor. | take issue with the

di sparity of education, not in the state,
in this city. There's no greater
di sparity of education and
unconstitutional, unlawful schools than
in Philadelphia itself. W don't have to
| ook at other school districts.

| take issue with the | ack of
j obs and affordable housing. | take
i ssue with the gentrification based on
t he i nproper assessnent of properties and
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pl aci ng that upon the poor.

| take issue with all of these
things, and | take issue with the failure
to provide services to poor conmunities.
You nust serve. You nust serve equally.
There's no group of people nore subject
to nurder, harm violence and fear, a
poor quality of life, an inability to go
to the library, stand at the bus stati on,
go to the playground, get on the trolley
or get on the bus than the poor.

|"'mnot froma privil eged

background. | went to Longstreth
El ementary School. | went to Turner
M ddl e School. | live at 58th and Thonas

Avenue, as | always have. A young nan
was nurdered on the corner of ny street.
Hs friend ran into ny backyard.

| was stabbed in front of ny
house. That's not the worst thing that
happened to ne. | had a choice to take
his |ife or to take a step back. Because
| have training and because | amcalm |
take a step back.
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Not everybody is going to take
a step back, because when you take a step
back, you | ose your opportunity to strike
back. It is training and cal mess and a
willingness to put it in the hands of God
that you take a step back and see what
w || happen. Wat happens m ght not be
very good.

| went to a Christian school
because | could not go to public school.
My friends in Longstreth and in Turner
M ddl e School were in rival gangs. They
mur dered each other. So I'mquite
famliar with that. | see themfromtine
to tinme. They have spent a |ot of tine
injail. There are those who are drug
addi cted. W have every problemin this

city on ny block. [|I'mvery famliar.
| have -- | had guns pointed at
me on many occasions. |'ve confronted

peopl e, because when you live in a

nei ghbor hood where you call the police
and they don't cone, either you're going
to deal with the drug dealers or they're
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going to take over your block, and that's
t he fact.

There are a | ot of people in
this city that do not want to own guns,
but they bought guns. The hi ghest
per cent age of peopl e buying guns are
wonren, particularly Black wonen. Eleven
t housand peopl e applied for gun carry
permts. That's before the pandemc.

Now it's Iike 75, 000.

When the police do not respond,
when people are afraid of the police,
hey, maybe sone of the reactions that
we're getting i s because people are
afraid, and they should not be, on all
si des.

So ny perspectives are sinply
not because they conme fromoprivilege. |
have perspectives, and anyone who has a
perspective, it doesn't nean they're rich
or poor. Wat | wll say is, ny
| ndependence and ny uni queness in thought
and idea, ny accountability and
transparency i s because | cone froma
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poor conmmunity, because | cone froma
comuni ty of outcasts.

| went to college. | went to
| aw school. | served in the District
Attorney's Ofice. | quit and joined the
Arnry. Who does that? | junped out of
airplanes. | did free legal services. |
wanted to be a rich lawer. | have not

practiced law in 11 years to serve in
t hi s body.

This body has great things that
it can do. This is a great city, full of
fantastic people. W have a wonderf ul
opportunity to answer their needs. W
have very different opinions about how we
hel p people and what it neans to be
humane.

| disagree with so nuch of this
city. | look at Kensington Avenue as the
nost i nhumane area of this city, but it
|s created by the policies of this Myor
and a | ot of privileged, do-gooder rich
peopl e.

Now, there's nothing nore

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 156
2/ 9/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2/ 9/ 23 - STATED - SPEECHES

| nhumane t han Kensi ngton Avenue, and it
needs to be cleaned up, and if it were
cl eaned up, we would be saving so nmany
nore peopl e.

You know, | don't have a
privil eged background. | have a poor
person's background, and | have runbl ed
for everything that | have, but ny
| ndependence and ny thoughts, they're not
frombeing rich. They're just from being
poor .

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Council man.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Speeches on behalf of the majority?

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Thank you,
Counci | President.

This week the Commonweal t h
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Court of Pennsylvania finally affirnmed
what we have al ready known, the funding
for Phil adel phia schools is
unconstitutional. The system of funding
our schools through property tax have
| eft our students di sadvant aged conpared
to other counties. On average, we spend
about 12,000 per student in Phil adel phia,
but in Chester, Mntgonery, and Del aware
Counties, that nunber is around 24. All
t hat noney has been used to continually
benefit those students at the expense of
our students.

It is aline that every el ected
of ficial from Phil adel phia has said while
in office.

So | applaud the decision of
Judge Jubelirer, because it finally gives
our schools the chance to obtain the
fundi ng necessary to provide the best
educati on possible for our students.

As | know many of other -- as |
know many ot her nenbers of this body
appl aud the court's decision, it's
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| nportant to renenber what Judge
Jubelirer said, and | quote, "It is now
the obligation of the Legislature, the
executive branch, and the educators to
make the constitutional promse a reality
in this Commonweal th."

As elected officials, it's
| nportant that we renenber that these
court decisions are only effective as
| ong as we advocate for them |It's upto
us to ensure whoever is in power in
Harrisburg renenbers their constitutional
duty to provide equal opportunity for all
chil dren of Phil adel phi a.

So | was very happy to see that
what |'ve been saying all along was true
and that our kids are being cheated. |
am so glad that now we can nake a
difference in these kids' |lives and maybe
give themthe sane opportunity that
they're getting in other counties in
Pennsyl vani a.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you, Counci | man.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Geat ruling fromthe Commonweal th Court.
Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President.

|'d like to join ny coll eagues
in praising the Coomonwealth Court for
decl ari ng Pennsyl vani a's fundi ng system
unconstitutional. This ruling is a
monunental victory for our young peopl e.

18 As a nenber of City Council's

19 Educati on Commttee and a nother, |'ve

20 seen in painstaking detail the harmstate

21 | awmaker s have caused by shortchangi ng

22 our children out of their fair share of

23 school resources. And as a Gty Council

24 representative for many worKki ng-cl ass

25 Bl ack and brown nei ghborhoods, | know how
LEXI TAS
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t he system c underfundi ng has forced
public schools in already di sadvant aged
comunities to endure conditions
uni magi nabl e in affluent areas.

For instance, during the worst
pandem c we've seen in over a century,
Paul Robeson H gh School had no
functional ventilation, and their
el ectrical grid was so outdated it
couldn't even handl e wi ndow air
conditioning units.

After many of their peers
passed out and had nosebl eeds due to the
blistering heat inside classroons,
students at Robeson took matters into
their own hands. They successfully
convi nced the School District to update
their electrical grid and install air
condi tioning, but there isn't enough
noney to fully renovate the school.

And on MK day this year, |
visited Lea El enentary where parents,
students, and school staff gave up their
day off to beautify and repair their
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school thenselves, soliciting noney from
the community for the necessary supplies.

|t should not be the
responsibility of our students, parents,
and teachers to ensure that their young
peopl e have a buil di ng where they can
learn with dignity, but unfortunately
Robeson and Lea are not outliers in Wst
and Sout hwest Phil adel phia. They're the
nor m

During a tinme when we're
contending with both significant |earning
| oss due to the COVI D-19 pandem ¢ and
historic |levels of gun violence, we need
fully staffed schools in good condition
to keep our young people safe and put
themon a path to success. And we need
the financial resources to maintain and
operate all School D strict assets,
i ncl udi ng non-traditional |earning
environnents |ike the Sayre pool.

But the unconstitutional
under fundi ng of our schools by Harrisburg
has made it incredibly challenging for
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the School District to hire enough
teachers, |l et alone keep extracurricular
resources online, and as a result,
Phi | adel phi a's young peopl e have fallen
behi nd academ cally.

In 2021, 36 percent of our
city's public school students net state
standards in reading, and in math this
nunber dropped to one in five. There is
a direct line fromthese statistics to
the fact that for every dollar the Miin
Li ne receives, we only get $0. 60.

Every child deserves to go to a
school where they will be able to propel
forward in their lives, but due to
unconstitutional underfundi ng, this has
not been the case, so it's no wonder that
across Philly and even within the Third
District, parents fight over seats at
magnet and hi gh-perform ng schools. This
IS not sustainable and it is not just.

Every student should have a
desirabl e school right in their own
nei ghbor hood, because Phil adel phia can't
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nove forward if only a fraction of our
children recei ve an adequate educati on.

| amoptimstic that this
| andmark victory for our children wll
help us to finally turn the tide. W owe
it to our students to provide themwith a
hi gh-qual ity education that pulls them
out of poverty, because these young
people are the future of our city, our
Commonweal th, and our nation, and if we
want Phil adel phia to thrive, they nust
thrive.

| call on state | awmakers to
| mredi ately give our public schools the
noney they deserve. Harrisburg nust also
gi ve us danmges to nake up for decades of
underfundi ng so the School District isn't
stuck playing catchup for the state's
| njustices, because this Commonweal th and
nation has a history of denying the Bl ack
community the resources they deserve,
preventing us from achieving our piece of
the Anmerican dream

Thank you so nuch to the Public
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| nterest Law Center, Education Law
Center, PA Schools' work and many, nany
children and teachers and parents and
activists whose years of hard work nade
this landmark court ruling possible.

| ook forward to working with
ny fellow Education Conm ttee nenbers and
this entire body to hold the State
Legi sl ature accountable for the noney our
young people are owed. We will not |et
t hem cheat our children any | onger.

Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, Council woman.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | wonman Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Thank
you, Council President.

| join all of my colleagues in
supporting nore access and better
opportunities for all of our Kkids.
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There was a public safety
i ncident at Elkins Elenentary School this
week. Elkins is in nmy district. | want
to recogni ze the amazi ng wor k of
Principal Charlotte GIllium the Elkins
teachers and staff, and Philly Police for
handling it swftly and snoot hly under
t he ci rcunst ances.

| have heard parents' concerns.
| take these concerns seriously as a
Counci | wman and al so as a not her.

No one should have to be afraid
for their children's safety anywhere,
especially not at school. Fortunately
everyone was safe in this incident, but
t hat could have turned out differently.

|"'mcommitted to working with
school |eadership, public safety
officials, ny coll eague Council man | sai ah
Thomas as Chair of the Education
Comm ttee, and others to ensure that all
children are safe. W wll reviewthe
District's safety policies, including
policies to protect children while at

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 166
2/ 9/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2/ 9/ 23 - STATED - SPEECHES
school and while traveling to and from
school, and also the District's famly
notification policies.

Parents and famly nenbers, |
ask you to engage in your kids' school
safety process and to continue to connect
wi th Council nenbers wth any concerns.

My staff and the staff at El kins remain
dedi cated to serving you for fighting for
t he best outcones for your children.

Counci | man | sai ah Thomas, | am
extremely grateful for your presence and
for imredi ately responding to the needs
of El ki ns.

In the Seventh Counci |
District, we've experienced public safety
i ssues in three other schools. This is
alarming. W need to respond. Access to
educati on, equitable education, is
extrenmely inportant, and so | appreciate
all of your action as it relates to
| nproving the quality of education for
the children of the Seventh and of the
Cty of Phil adel phi a.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, Council wonman.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Good
afternoon at this point, Council
President. | try not to do this when we
have these | onger Council sessions, but
it's inportant that | just put a couple
t hi ngs on the record.

First and forenost, thank you
to Council menber Driscoll for his remarks
around the officer that was shot today.
| know nyself and this entire Council
body are praying for that officer's
heal thy recovery as well as praying for
the famly and other officers and people
who m ght have been traunatized by t hat
| nci dent .

| want to echo the sentinents
of ny coll eagues, Council nmenber Harrity
and Counci | nenber Gauthier. W as the
Educati on Committee have al ready sent the
first correspondence to our state
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partners, and of course there wll be
nore correspondence, because the tine
couldn't be any better to try to get the
proper funding that we need as it relates
to our school s.

This week we had a nunber of
| nci dents invol ving guns and chil dren,
and when these things take place, as
el ected officials |I encourage us not to
tweet about it, not to post about it, not
to talk too nuch about it, but nore or
| ess show up and respond to it. And |
want to comrend the District
Counci | menbers. Counci | nenber Jones,
he's a veteran. He's been doing this.

So we're going to give you -- we thank
you, Council nenber.

But Counci | menber Lozada, who
just got into City Council and is hitting
the ground running, | was thoroughly
| npressed with her team over at the
Seventh District. Principal Charlotte
was absol utely amazi ng, our |aw
enforcenent officers, the climate staff
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t here.

Agai n, when these incidents
t ake place, we don't post about it, we
don't talk about it, we just show up,
because at the end of the day, we need to
make sure that we're there for our
educat ors, our teachers, our
adm ni strators but, nost inportantly, our
parents and our children. And | couldn't
be nore proud of the things that | seen
9:00 a.m the day after the incident took
pl ace.

And | have to al so thank
M. Bethel and his teamas well too,
because those parents, that community,
and that District Council nmenber, they
responded, and they responded in a way
where as though | believe that this
negative incident and this traumatic
experience is going to turn into a
positive that is going to really enrich
the children that attend that school.

So, again, Council nenber Jones,
t hank you, but Council nenber Lozada, so
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proud of you and the way that you're
hitting the ground running and the way
that your teamresponded to that crisis
this week. You should be comended. And
we're going to continue to do the work,
because at the end of the day, the nunber
of children bringing guns to school is
al arm ng.

When we first canme out of the
pandem c, one of the main things that |
pushed was for us to invest in
prevention-based initiatives, and |'m
going to continue to push us as the
| egi sl ative body as well as the
Adm ni stration to assure that our young
peopl e have as many positive experiences,
as many options as possible to assure
that they stay out of trouble.

Wth that being said, adding to
that |ist, February 25th we're having a
huge gam ng event. This is the first
gam ng event of its kind. Wen we think
about Phil adel phia, we think of us as a
city of eds, neds, and beds. W have all
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type of phenonenal food and nusic
festivals, but at the end of the day,
gam ng and tech is a new i ndustry.

We see what's happened in
Counci | menber Gauthier's district as well
as part of Council nenber Jones' wth
bi ot ech and how nedicine is taking off,
and that's becom ng the new attachnent to
t he brand of Phil adel phia being a city of
eds, neds, and beds.

Wl l, the next attachnent to
that is gamng. W want gam ng to be the
place -- | nean, we want Phil adel phia to
be the place where folks who are into the
gam ng i ndustry can cone to and can excel
I n that profession, because it's nore
than just picking up a controller and
playing wwth your friends. This is a
multibillion-dollar industry that can put
young people in the position to change
their lives and the lives of their
famly.

So Saturday, February 25t h,
we're having the first-ever gam ng event
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in the Cty of Philadel phia. The goal is
to turn this into an annual festival
where young people all across the country
can conme to Philadel phia, participate in
gam ng conferences, gam ng conpetition,
and learn what it neans to be a
professional in that industry.

Thank you, Council President.

Thank you, colleagues. &

Bi r ds.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you, Council man.
Councilman, isn't that |ike international
now? | recall seeing on TV they were
showi ng that people fromone country were
pl ayi ng people in another country, and it
was |ike, wow, that's awesone.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: The gam ng
is 100 percent an international industry,
but | think, nore inportantly, when we
under stand ganers who are extrenely
successful, you know, Council President,
they made nore than all 17 of us
conbi ned, and that's the reality of it.
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So at the end of the day, this is an
i ndustry that ny 10-year-old son knows
much nore about than | do, but when you
t hi nk about gam ng, what city do you
identify as the gaming city? R ght now
the market is still open. Wy not
Phi | adel phia? Wat city should be better
t han Phil adel phia to be the gam ng hub in
the entire United States? Again, we're
known for our eds, neds, and beds. W
have great nusic and food festivals.
It's tinme to now add gam ng to that |ist,
along wth the biotech industry.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Anesone. We'll be shortly having a
conversation with the Adm nistration on
the FY24 budget, so I'msure that will be
a part of the conversation.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Absol utel y.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Vaughn.
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COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Thank
you, Council President.

| want to commend Conmi ssi oner
Danielle Qutlaw on her | eadership. Wile
| don't want anyone to |lose their job for
good performance, | do believe that if
you do bad things in your job, you should
be dism ssed, and | amgrateful that the
| nqui rer reported that Captain Nashid
Akil resigned as a result of his
m sconduct .

And, lastly, | just want to say
that politicians in diapers should be
changed often for the sane reason.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: |'m
going to say okay, like |I did when that
guy played -- that guy was playing the
gui tar | ast week. Ckay.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: kay. |
just want to go back to comments nade by
ny col | eagues about public education and
the news that we have finally been
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affirmed that we have been cheated here
in the Gty of Philadel phia, that a child
i n Overbrook, zip code 19131, gets a
di fferent education than the child one
mle away at Lower Merion because of the
Il nequity in funding.

But | want to take a deeper
dive into what this really neans. For
every generation that we allow that
I nequity to exist, you create an
expressway from school -to-prison
pi peline. Every tine that they don't get
t he proper counseling, the proper
af ter-school progranm ng and tutoring,

t hat that happens, by the tine a kid does
not read by the 4th grade, they know how
many cells to build by the tine they're
18. So | kind of endorse Menber

Gaut hier's point of conpensation for the
burden of that inequity.

| want to tell you too that
sonme of our State House nenbers have
consistently fought for educati on.

Menmber Johnson being up there once upon a

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 176
2/ 9/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2/ 9/ 23 - STATED - SPEECHES
time and Menber Parker and ot hers, they
fought the good fight. They got
overwhel ned by real republicans. But
what we have to say is that there is a
| ight at the end of the tunnel, but |
wi Il caution there was anot her | andnmark
ruling that said desegregation wth all
del i berate speed, and that took maybe
anot her 40 years before it ever was
actualized. But | wll reinforce one
t hi ng, our young people don't have that
time.

W introduced educati on

resolutions on infrastructure, on
di sci pline, on school to prison, on those
things for that very reason. | heard the
Superi ntendent say, and we're giving him
a fair shot to get his | egs under him
but he said, well, give ne sone tine and
let's take our tinme. Well, sonme of us in
North Philly, in West Philly, in South
Philly don't have the tine. W need help
ri ght now - -

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 177
2/ 9/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

2/ 9/ 23 - STATED - ADJOURNVENT
( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: - -
| nmedi ately to first stop the bl eeding
and then create the long-term cure.

And we're going to, the Public
Safety Commttee along with the Education
Commttee, are going to be | aser-beam
focused, as Blondell Reynolds Brown used
to say, on this issue, because if there
was one issue that coul d change
Phi | adel phia's condition, it is schools.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, Council man.

That concl udes our speeches on
behal f of the mnority and the majority,
and with that, the Chair recognizes
Councilman Squilla for a notion to
adj ourn.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, February 16th
at 10:00 a.m tentatively.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. You know what, you got a
point. Hopefully we will not be here on
Thur sday.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and seconded that Counci l
stand adj ourned until Thursday, February
16t h, 2022.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it.
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See you all on Friday.

(St ated Meeting adjourned at
1:10 p.m)
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