COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY

Room 400, City Hall
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Wednesday, March 12, 2014
10:40 a.m.

PRESENT:
COUNCILMAN CURTIS JONES, JR., CHAIR
COUNCILWOMAN CINDY BASS
COUNCILWOMAN JANNIE BLACKWELL
COUNCILMAN WILLIAM K. GREENLEE
COUNCILMAN JAMES KENNEY
COUNCILMAN DENNIS O"BRIEN
COUNCILWOMAN MARIA D. QUINONES-SANCHEZ
COUNCILMAN MARK SQUILLA
COUNCILWOMAN MARIAN B. TASCO

RESOLUTION 130880 - Resolution authorizing the
Committee on Public Safety to hold public
hearings to examine the working relationship
between the City of Philadelphia, i1ts agencies
including the Police Department, and United
States Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(1ICE) and to determine the impact on
Philadelphia®s immigrant community and whether
this information-sharing relationship should
be terminated.

Strehlow & Associates, Inc.
(215) 504-4622




© 0 N o o0 B~ W N P

N D NN NN DN P P P PPk
oo A W N P O O 0O N OO O B W N B+~ O

COUNCILMAN JONES: Good
morning, everyone. Thank you for your
patience. This Is a hearing conducted by
the Committee on Public Safety to deal
with Resolution No. 130880 to determine
the ICE detainer policy, and we are
thankful today to see democracy at its
finest.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: And have
full participation.

Because we have so many people
to testify, I"m going to give a brief
opening and then turn it over to the bill
sponsors for a comment, and then we"re
going to get this show on the road.

Yesterday 1 convened a
committee hearing to investigate
instances of notario fraud, which was an
eye-opening process that was introduced
by my colleague Councilman O"Brien here,
and 1t is truly befitting that today
Councilman Kenney®s resolution on ICE

Issues is here. It"s a two-punch
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3/12/14 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 130880
combination that 1 think is having Impact
even within our Administration as we
speak.

So we look forward to the
testimony today. 1 have a large
population of immigrants In my district,
in the 4th District, and this issue
touches home for them. So this
discussion i1s not only national but
local, and i1t is truly appropriate to
have it In these Chambers today. And I
want to thank my colleagues, both
Councilman Kenney, Councilwoman Sanchez,
who has been a longtime advocate for
these i1ssues to be heard, and Councilman
O"Brien, who has made a difference with
the notario fraud hearings.

So with that, I"d like to hear
from Councilman Kenney.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Thank you,
Mr. Chairman, and thanks for the
opportunity to have this hearing to
continue the discussion relative to this

activity as it relates to our citizens
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3/12/14 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 130880
who live in the City of Philadelphia.

One of the most pernicious acts
of Congress in the history of the United
States was the Fugitive Slave Act. It
allowed slave owners from the South to
come up in northern cities and point out
people on the street and say that that
was my property. Those folks would be
hauled before a magistrate or hauled
before a commissioner, and the
commissioner would decide whether or not
to give that person over to the slave
owners. Actually, the commissioner was
paid $20 to find for the slave owners and
$10 to find for the individual citizen.
And in many ways, although i1t doesn®t
involve slavery, i1t angers me that a
portion of our government in the federal
level can walk into a police station or
into the Roundhouse and point to somebody
and say, We want them detained, we want
them imprisoned, we want them sent to a
federal facility without charges, we want

them hauled off away from their family,
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3/12/14 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 130880
away from their community, away from
their friends. We"re not going to charge
them with anything. We just want them
detained. We want to hold their body,
because we can. And iIn some ways, It"s
almost akin to that pernicious act that
allowed people to abscond people off the
street and to hold them against their
will.

This city does not get a lot of
help from the federal government in many,
many areas, including education and other
things. We should not be doing their
job. We should not be incurring costs to
do something that they want to do. IFf
they want to do it, they have a method
and a way to go and do it. They can go
through the normal legal procedures and
accomplish what they want to accomplish
iIT they"re in fact correct on the law.

We should not be doing their
job. And when two young Mexican kids get
in a fist fight in South Philadelphia and
they both get hauled off to the 3rd
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District and an ICE agent is waiting In
the lobby, something is wrong with that,
because that®"s not our job.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: When ICE
agents haul a Chinese woman pregnant with
twins to the back of the 15th and Spring
Garden office, put her in a van, drive
her to JFK Airport, drag her through the
airport with no money and no
1dentification, while her husband and two
children, American-born, wait in the
lobby of that very same office, that"s a
disgrace, and this is not what our
country is about. Our country is
about --

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Our country
Is about protecting people, about doing
what 1s right and abiding by the law.

And 1 understand the
Administration may have an announcement
for us here today, although a modified

announcement of something they“ve
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3/12/14 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 130880
announced already, and I applaud them for
their position on this particular issue.
We are not federal agents, but the
federal agents do what they are supposed
to do because they get paid to do it.

Our police are here to protect us, not to
scare us, and that i1s what iIs going to be
going forward.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Before we
hear from the co-sponsor, Councilwoman
Sanchez, 1*d like for the record to
acknowledge Councilman Greenlee,
Councilman O"Brien, Councilman Kenney,
Councilwoman Blackwell, who is also an
advocate and has a strong understanding
because of the population that®"s in her
district, and 1 would like to hear from
Councilwoman Blackwell first, if you
would like to, and then Councilwoman
Sanchez.

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: Thank
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you.

Good morning. Again, as
always, 1 thank God for the privilege of
having these iImportant discussions here
this morning. We are very happy that our
city has begun to iIncrease its
population, in part due to the -- in
census 2012, we had 11.8 people who
reported being born and who came here
during 2012.

We also want to review the
census data and the application and the
groups who come, because we have some
questions about them creating all the
minority groups who are in this country.
Some 20 years ago, we started Echoes of
Africa, and in "05, we created the
Mayor*®s Commission on African and
Caribbean Immigrant Affairs. We are very
happy to work with these organizations
and all of you to help Philadelphia to be
the welcoming place it should be.

We"re happy, as we said

yesterday, for the establishment of the
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U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
building on 41st and Powelton Streets in
my area. We believe this will help a lot
of people get assistance they need since
iIt"s close i1in the neighborhoods and easy
to get to. It"s right there at 4l1st and
Market.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: 1In
spite of all of the positives we see,
we"ve heard heart-wrenching stories from
constituents and family members who have
been detained due to this issue of ICE
and untimely reported, leaving children
and families behind with no one to
provide for them. It is these
conversations that led Councilman Kenney
and | to call for this hearing through an
introduction of this resolution.

Another motivating factor 1is
obviously that we believe that we have a
sacred obligation to engage all people in
all steps of creating policies that work

for us all. Today, we will have hearings
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for the Mayor®s Commission on African and
Caribbean Immigrant Affairs, as we do
every second Wednesday across the hall in
Room 408, City Hall. We are committed to
doing our part to make sure that everyone
in this country has a free chance. 1™m
tired of the terrible stories that we
hear about people suffering. It"s so
hard to believe that in 2014 in the
United States of America we have these
problems.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: We
want to say we are with you. We look
forward to the discussions, extend our
hands 1n friendship and partnership to do
what we can to change the policies that
exist for people who come in Philadelphia
and beyond.

Thank you very much.

(Applause and boos.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: People are
very passionate about this issue, | see.

As other people speak, we are going to

10
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often agree, and when we disagree, we
will do so in a decorum that allows other
people the freedom of speech.

I want to acknowledge my
colleague Councilman Squilla has joined
us, and now 1°d like to recognize
Councilwoman Sanchez.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Thank
you, Chairman Jones.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: 1 want
to personally thank Councilman Kenney,
who has been long a proponent of
immigration issues in the City of
Philadelphia, and Councilwoman Blackwell
who, as you heard, through her leadership
and the African and Caribbean Affairs
Council many would say really leading the
nation for an issue that unfortunately we
see —-- hopefully this year we"ll see some
solution up in Congress.

But one thing has been clear in
Council. This Council has not only been

open, but has really led to what has been

11
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an important dialogue around what cities
can do until Congress deals with
comprehensive reform.

I want to recognize the
immigrant community members who will come
here and testify this morning and talk
about how immigration enforcement and
deportation has affected them, has
separated their families, and ultimately
has made the City less safe.

The testimony iIn this hearing
are important to us because iIt"s
important that we record these stories
and that we learn from the experts and
the serious legal and constitutional
iIssues involved.

I do want to recognize the
Mayor and his office of Multicultural and
Immigrant Affairs for showing that
they"re listening and they deeply do care
in wanting to work on a policy that is
broader and more protective of our
families and our core values as a city.

I want to stress that this new

12
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policy that is being proposed is huge.
It"s historic. It"s a historic step for
a major city like Philadelphia to go on
the map and say that we want our city to
be safe and we will not allow the federal
government to come iIn and use their
immigration policies or lack thereof as a
mechanism to separate, divide our
communities and make our city unsafe.

(Applause and boos.)

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: But we
also want to make sure that not having
comprehensive immigration reform, that
this city and i1ts implementation of what
will be a historic new policy, that we
ensure that the City is not going to be
sharing any information with ICE, and
that includes revisiting our current
policies with Secure Communities and our
PARS system.

I want to thank my Council
colleagues and look forward as we move
forward in the rest of this spring as we

address municipal ID and others. We“"re

Strehlow & Associates, Inc.
(215) 504-4622




© 0 N o o0 b~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

3/12/14 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 130880
going to send a strong message today that
this city, this Council, and this Mayor
are going to take a strong leadership
position since the federal government has
failed to do so.

Thank you, Mr. Chair.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you,
Councilwoman.

So we have 18 people to testify
today. We want to hear from all of them,
because 1 think all of them have an
opinion and we want them heard.

What I will say to you, the
only rules are that we will be polite, as
polite as we can be. We will be
enthusiastic when we need to be, but we
can be as brief as you®"d like to be and
summarize some of your testimony if you
would like to do so.

So with that, will the Clerk
please read the title of the resolution
and the first group to testify.

THE CLERK: Resolution 130880,

14
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authorizing the Committee on Public
Safety to hold public hearings to examine
the working relationship between the City
of Philadelphia, its agencies including
the Police Department, and the United
States Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, also known as ICE, to
determine the impact on Philadelphia®s
immigrant community and whether this
information-sharing relationship should
be terminated.

Our first panel is Tamara
Jimenez, Cristobal Valencia, Chioma Azi.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you
and welcome to the hearings. So bring
the mic close to you, state your name for
the record, the organization you®re with,
and begin your testimony.

MS. JIMENEZ: Thank you. Good
morning. My name is Tamara Jimenez and |
am a Board member of New Sanctuary

Movement of Philadelphia. 1 am

15
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originally from Nicaragua. My mother and
I came to the United States 11 years ago.

I am the manager of my mother-®s
business located in North Philadelphia.

I live In constant fear that my mother,
who 1s undocumented, could be at the
wrong place at the wrong time. For
example, i1If there®s a robbery at the
bakery, my mother would think twice
before calling the police because she
will not like to get in touch with the
police. And this i1s something that we
live In a daily basis, trying not to get
involved with the police because of our
immigration status.

In our business, we hear
stories from our customers whose family
members have gotten an ICE hold and are
in deportation proceedings, and iIt"s
disheartening to see the pain, the fear
that ICE holds cause by splitting
families apart through deportation.

ICE relies on Philadelphia law

enforcement to find immigrants to deport.
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This makes i1t dangerous for immigrants,
documented or undocumented, to seek
police assistance.

ICE holds are requests from the
federal deportation office to local
Philadelphia law enforcement. The
request is to hold people who otherwise
be released. This hold is up to 48 hours
so Immigration can take custody of the
body for deportation.

ICE holds can be issued at any
point during a criminal case, during an
arrest, during a bail hearing, during a
court case, during a prison sentence or
while the person is on probation or
parole. Therefore, these people are
getting double punished for one crime.

The City of Philadelphia does
not have to comply with these hold
requests, because they are not criminal
warrants. They are not reviewed by a
judge, and they are not mandatory. The
City does not have to comply. Ending ICE

holds for all will not interfere with the
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criminal system that our city already has
in place.

The connection between
Immigration and the Philadelphia local
police is causing fear and mistrust to
the agency that iIs supposed to protect
everyone. We, the immigrant community,
see the Philadelphia police as a wing of
deportation and, therefore, guilty of
family separation. This causes fear not
only for the adults but also for the kids
who unfortunately understand and live the
fear In a daily basis, fear of losing one
or both of their parents. Immigrant
communities don"t feel safe and
protected, but terrorized of the police.

ICE holds violate our moral,
ethical, and faith values of honoring the
justice and dignity of each individual
regardless of immigration status,
economic status, country of origin,
marital status, gender identity, and
history with the criminal legal system.

This is about families. This
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Is about human dignity. |If Philadelphia
shared those values, they should protect
our community by ending ICE holds for
all.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you
for your testimony. We will wait to hear
all of the panelists before we iInteract
and have questions.

So pull the mic to you, state
your name for the record, and please
begin your testimony.

THE INTERPRETER: 1 just want
to say that Cristobal is going to speak,
but 111 be translating.

COUNCILMAN JONES: That"s fine.

MR. VALENCIA (through
interpreter): Hello. My name is
Cristobal Valencia and 1 am a member of
Juntos. | am here today to speak on
behalf of Juntos, the organization, and
Juntos as part of the Philadelphia Family

Unity Network, and 1™"m here speaking on

19
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the subject of the City of Philadelphia®s
use of ICE holds.

We as PFUN are asking for four
things. Number one, we want to end the
use of all ICE holds in the Philadelphia
criminal system. We want to end the
access of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agents to interrogate
individuals held in Philadelphia city
custody for the enforcement of civil
immigration laws. Number three, we want
to prohibit all municipal law enforcement
personnel from asking about immigration
status. Number four, we want to ensure
meaningful community engagement and
review In the creation and implementation
of any policy regarding the relationship
between police and immigration
authorities.

We all know that ICE"s top
priority is to enforce federal
immigration laws and subsequently deport
people. Knowing this, we do not believe

that local law enforcement has any role
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in ICE"s mission. It is not the
Philadelphia Police Department®s job to
do ICE"s work. It is along these same
lines that we believe it Is not the
City"s role to use municipal resources to
provide ICE agents access to City spaces
to conduct federal i1nvestigations.
Volunteering our community members for
deportation through the use of ICE holds
or allowing ICE agents within local law
enforcement buildings to enforce
immigration law only breeds distrust
between the immigrant community and City
police and violates our belief 1in human
dignity and the right to a second chance.
The enforcement of ICE holds
here in Philadelphia is one of the
reasons that community members actually
fear their local police. This Is not
just what 1 and other members of Juntos
have experienced, but a fact that has
been documented with research. According
to the University of Illinois in Chicago

in their report Insecure Communities:
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Latino Perceptions of Police Involvement
in Immigration Enforcement, more than 4
in 10 Latinos are less likely to report a
crime, and 45 percent of Latinos are less
likely to volunteer information about
crimes because they know that information
IS being shared with deportation agents.

The policy that the Mayor-s
Office i1s proposing, while 1t would do
away with some ICE holds, would continue
to use ICE holds and volunteer some
members of our community for deportation.
Continuing to use any ICE holds sends a
message to immigrant communities that it
iIs not safe to call the police. We have
seen this in how the Mayor®s Executive
Order from 2009 was put Into practice.
Although it prohibits police from asking
immigration questions In certain
situations, the policy is not clear and
the police continue to ask immigration
questions. In these situations, the
police are doing the job of the

deportation officers and the distrust in

22
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the community continues.

Because of this history of
mistrust In immigrant communities, we
need a clear mandate that separates local
police from deportation authorities. We
do not need a policy that draws lines in
our community and still subjects part of
our community to deportation. The only
way to send a clear message that the City
will not volunteer our community members
for deportation is to end the use of all
ICE holds.

Ultimately, not a single ICE
hold should be honored in the City of
Philadelphia because their only purpose
Is to deport immigrants and to separate
families. We are all human beings with
rights, regardless of our status, and
when ICE holds are in place, you are
taking away an immigrant®"s right to due
process. That is why we are asking the
Mayor to hold further action until he
himself has met with the Philadelphia

Family Unity Network to discuss with the
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community our proposed Executive Order
language. Now, Mayor Nutter, is the time
for Philadelphia to stand up for human
rights, stand up against deportations,
and end the enforcement of all ICE holds.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: I°d like to
first thank you for your testimony and
also the interpretation. For those who
may be home who have language barriers,
they can understand what your comments
are.

Secondly, we"ve had in the last
year three kind of related hearings. One
was -- the First one was human
trafficking, the second one was notario
fraud, and today is ICE. But there®s
been a common thread, and the fear of
deportation, the fear of being arrested
for bringing forth criminal acts has been
the common thread. And if I heard
nothing else, 1"ve heard that part of it

that has been a deterrent to people

24
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coming forth and being witnesses who have
been victimized by crime and, secondly
and as importantly, the use of these
nefarious individuals as a threat to make
people do things that they don"t want to
do. So we"re hearing you loud and clear.

And 1 wanted to know I1f there
are any members of the Committee that
have questions for this panel of
witnesses to testify. Are there any
gquestions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Seeing none,
again, thank you for your important
testimony. It is going on the record,
and 1t iIs important to us. Thank you so
much.

(Applause.)

THE CLERK: Margaret
Weston-Adelsberger, John Ryan.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: So as we

hear from other people, my colleague

25
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pointed out an Important point. A part
of this country®s greatness is we allow
everybody to speak and we hold everyone
accountable for their words. And so
everybody has a right to speak, but
everybody doesn®t have a right to the
facts. So let"s hear people out.

Thank you for your patience.
Please have a seat, bring the mic to you,
state your name and the organization, if
there is one, that you®re affiliated
with.

MR. RYAN: My name is John Ryan
and I*m here today with PA for ICE.

It"s jJust a one-page statement.

The reason history of western
civilization shows that usurpers of a
peaceable existing state almost always
apply the same methods when they attempt
to take control by using the law for
their own advantage. These methods
attributed to Marxist socialist Antonio
Gramsci target today of Christian values,

the family, schools, unions, politics,

26
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and popular trust iIn the existing
government. Carl Boggs, the author of
Gramsci®s Marxism, outline ten steps to
achieve a progressive socialist Marxist
civil society in America. It changes the
popular consensus. You destroy
Christianity, the traditional family, and
existing social morays. You transform
the culture, install a radical left line
control, attain political power, Impose
strict control of the military and law
enforcement, restrict freedom, socialize
the economy, erase American sovereignty,
and embrace a world without borders.

It appears we are well on our
way to Ffulfilling Gramsci®s dream.
Fortunately, we still have laws on the
books we can use to resist this hidden
effort to transform us into a Marxist
socialist state.

I do concede the point those
laws are useless 1T our elected officials
continue to pretend they do not exist.

Illegal aliens and those who support and
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profit from their presence should be
reminded that federal law Title 8,
Section 1324 U.S. Code still exists, and
it stipulates that aiding, abetting,
encouraging, harboring, transporting, and
hiring illegal aliens is a felony.

When our elected
representatives at any level yield to
requests for more and more concessions by
leftist-based human rights groups, they
are aiding and abetting the
transformation of our nation into a clone
of the lawless and corrupt countries many
illegal aliens left behind.

When our elected
representatives at any level yield to
demands that weaken the laws in place to
protect the citizens who elected them,
those elected representatives have chosen
to ignore their sworn oath and have
turned their backs on their constituents,
accommodating those who violate our laws
to only encourage more lawlessness. It

also marks those charged with defending
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the rule of law, but who have chosen to
abandon their duty even incrementally
with the same stain of treachery as those
conspiring against it.

Thank you very much.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you
for your testimony.

MS. WESTON-ADELSBERGER: My
name is Margaret Weston --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Can you
pull the mic to you, ma“am.

MS. WESTON-ADELSBERGER: Oh,
I"m sorry.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Good
morning.

MS. WESTON-ADELSBERGER: My
name is Margaret Weston-Adelsberger. [I™m
also with PA for ICE. That"s
Pennsylvanians for Immigration Control
and Enforcement.

I have four questions. |I™m
going to preface the questions with a

comment.
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The U.S. Senate recently passed
S-744, a comprehensive immigration reform
bill. According to the New Sanctuary
Movement website, we find the following
statements:

We, the New Sanctuary Movement,
support the pathway to citizenship, but
comprehensive immigration reform must
provide citizenship without
insurmountable barriers listed in the
Senate plan; for example, language
requirements, background checks, and
fines that make i1t impossible to become
citizens.

We, the New Sanctuary Movement,
reject the trigger mechanisms whereby a
pathway to legal status for undocumented
immigrants could only be open after
additional border security measures are
put in place.

We, the New Sanctuary Movement,
call for an end to unjust enforcement
programs. We also call for the end of

the detention system.
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We, the New Sanctuary Movement,
are concerned of the inclusion of a
national E-verify system.

We, the New Sanctuary Movement,
call for an immediate end to
deportations. Therefore, we, the New
Sanctuary Movement, call for
comprehensive immigration reform that 1is
inclusive of all people, regardless of
gender, sexual orientation, age,
education, level, language, criminal
history, without criminal history, the
economic status, and immigration status.

Question, do all the members of
City Council agree with the statements
made by the New Sanctuary Movement? Do
all members of City Council and all of
the New Sanctuary Movement reject the
sovereignty of the United States? Do all
abdicate open borders without any
restrictions? Do all reject the
naturalization test which requires
reading, writing, and understanding

English? Do all reject the oath of
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citizenship whereby an immigrant swears
that he or she will support and defend
the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America against all enemies,
foreign and domestic?

These are questions that have
to be asked, people.

My second question is,
according to Nicole Lieberman, spokesman
for the New Sanctuary Movement of
Philadelphia, Philadelphia participates
in several immigration enforcement
programs, some of which are federally
mandated and others, such as ICE holds,
that are non-mandatory requests for
assistance.

Question, could someone explain
the difference between federally mandated
immigration enforcement programs and
non-mandatory requests for assistance? |
don®"t understand the difference.

According to a press release
put out by Juntos and the New Sanctuary

Movement, the collaboration between the
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Philadelphia Police Department and
Immigration and Customs Enforcement has
resulted In mass deportations and a
separation of Philadelphia families.

Question, since mass
deportation is a collective term, could
someone verify through ICE exactly how
many deportations have occurred in the
Philadelphia area, the name of deportees,
dates of deportation, and the reason for
the deportation?

The third thing, Councilwoman
Quinones-Sanchez recently introduced a
bill that would supply all Philadelphia
residents with a municipal ID. It was
stated that having a municipal ID would
allow many to have access to critical
services without fear of deportation.

What kind of critical services
would be accessible with this 1D? Would
all residents be required to carry this
ID? How would this be enacted? Who
would be paying for the cost of

implementing the service?
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As 1 said before, these
questions all have to be addressed before
you could ever do away with the Secure
Communities Program that we now have in
place.

Thank you.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you
for your testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: We"re going
to allow the panel to give their
testimony and then any members of the
Committee who wish to respond may or may
not do so.

MR. WESTON: My name is Vincent
Weston. 1 don"t have a written statement
here, but I"m just amazed that we"re
having this hearing, because these people
break our laws, they come in here and
want our law enforcement people to break
laws, and I don"t understand that. These
people take -- our law enforcement
officers take a vow to uphold the laws,

and these people want the law enforcement
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officers to break the law. |1 don"t
understand that.

Why would any of you people on
the Committee go along with that thing
where you want our law enforcement
officers to break the law? Do we pick
and choose what laws we"re going to
enforce? What if everybody in the
Philadelphia area stops paying taxes?

MS. WESTON-ADELSBERGER: Well,
1T anyone would like to respond, we"d
like to have a response, and if not, then
thank you very much for hearing us.

MR. WESTON: Thank you.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you
for your testimony.

MS. WESTON-ADELSBERGER: You®re
welcome.

COUNCILMAN JONES: The only
thing I will say, whenever people say
"all,”™ whenever people say "everyone' and
particularly when you say 'you people,*
that"s usually wrong. And --

(Applause.)
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MR. WESTON: Sir, I"m not
politically correct.

COUNCILMAN JONES: You asked
for —-

MR. WESTON: When 1 say "you
people,”™ 1 mean the i1llegals.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Sir, you
asked for my response and I*m going to
give it to you.

I want you to know that when I
took an oath to be a Councilman in the
City of Philadelphia, nowhere did it --
It says defend the Constitution, defend
the Pennsylvania Constitution, and the
City Charter. Nowhere in there did it
say anything about deportation, checking
IDs or any of those kinds of things that
belong at the federal government level.

So 1°d like to stay within my
wheelhouse of information. We have
enough pressing issues at the City level,
pressing issues that our Police
Department has to deal with every day

than for me to deal with another
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department®s issue.

So | appreciate your comment,
and the fact that we live In a great
nation allows you to say whatever you
want, and we appreciate you coming down
and giving that testimony. Your
questions will be referred to the
departments that have an appropriate
response for them. Here in this Chamber
we are looking at how we interact and
whether our time can be better used
defending the things that we can and not
doing the things that other government
agencies should.

So 1 thank you again for your
testimony.

MS. WESTON-ADELSBERGER: Could
I ask a question, please?

COUNCILMAN JONES: You could
ask a question.

MS. WESTON-ADELSBERGER: When
you took the oath of office, was it to
uphold the Constitution of the United

States of America?
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COUNCILMAN JONES: Yes, ma“am.

MS. WESTON-ADELSBERGER: One of
the -- Section 4, Article 1V of the
Constitution is that we"re to be
protected against any kind of invasion of
our country. You have that. You have
that in Article 1V of the Constitution.
So that"s part of the oath of office that
you took. If you don®"t know --

COUNCILMAN JONES: That"s a
liberal interpretation, but 111 listen
to --

MS. WESTON-ADELSBERGER: No, it
Is not. It i1s not a liberal
interpretation.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: 1 just have
a comment. And I must be getting older
because not too long ago, 1°d be really
angry, and now 1 just feel compassion.

MS. WESTON-ADELSBERGER: 1 feel
compassion for you too.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: 1 really
do. I1"m not angry. |I"m not even going

to engage you and be angry. 1 feel
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compassionate for you because it"s just
really —- it"s sad.

MS. WESTON-ADELSBERGER: Well,
you know what? I1t"s sad about you
because you"re the one that was after
Joey Vento too when Joey Vento just
asked, Can people speak English when they
order. So you have no -- I don"t have
compassion for you.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: 1 have
compassion for you.

MS. WESTON-ADELSBERGER: 1
really don"t.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Because you
can®"t go through life hating.

MS. WESTON-ADELSBERGER: 1
don®t hate at all. 1 love my country.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: 1 love my
country too.

MS. WESTON-ADELSBERGER: And 1
don®"t want my country changing.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: You can"t
go through life hating. And 1 will tell

you something, 1f you look at my own
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history of my family in this country,
when the Irish came here in the 1840s
because they were starved out of England,
no one wanted them here. There were
signs on businesses that said "No Irish
Need Apply."” They wanted us out of the
country. They told us to go back where
we came from. And let me tell you
something, the only people that can®t go
back where they came from are Native
American Indians. They"re the only
people.

(Applause.)

MR. RYAN: You didn®"t have any
welfare to fall back on back then.

MR. WESTON: Along with that,
my mother came from the other side too as
an immigrant. She came from the other
side as an immigrant too.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Have more
compassion for the people sitting behind
you, because your mother and her people
were discriminated against too. So have

a nice day.
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COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you so
much.

MR. WESTON: We"re not
discriminating against anyone. No, we"re
not. These people are breaking our
laws -- when 1 say '“these people,™
illegal immigrants -- and you people
don®"t want to do anything about it.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you so
much for your testimony and have a good
day.

MS. WESTON-ADELSBERGER: Thank
you for hearing us. Appreciate that.

God bless America.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: God bless

America.

COUNCILMAN JONES: God bless
America.

MS. WESTON-ADELSBERGER: Uphold
the laws.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Wwill the
Clerk please read the names of the next
people to testify.

THE CLERK: Chioma Azi, Naroen
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Chhin, Alejandra Mota, Teresa Flores.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you
all for your patience. Please bring the
mic to you and will the first person
state their name and begin their
testimony.

MS. AZI: Good morning. My
name is Chioma Azi. It"s my sincere
pleasure to be here with all of you this
morning to talk about issues that are a
part of my daily work as staff attorney
and as a community advocate.

Today 1*m here, along with my
colleague who will be testifying a little
bit later, to contribute to this
discussion and to offer the perspective
from the African and Caribbean immigrant
community and advocate that the City
decline to engage iIn information-sharing
with the Immigration and Customs
Enforcement, particularly because of the

legal and human rights abuses that I have
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been informed of and witnessing and
because of the lack of transparency by
ICE.

I*m here on behalf of the
African Cultural Alliance of North
America, which i1s a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization located iIn Southwest
Philadelphia. 1It"s iIn the 3rd District,
3rd Council District, which is the
district of the esteemed
Mrs. Councilwoman Jannie Blackwell. Our
mission is to assist African and
Caribbean immigrants in their
resettlement in the United States, with a
special focus on women, children, and the
elderly.

There are few, 1Tt any,
organizations in the United States iIn the
whole country that are like ACANA because
of the broad range of services that we
provide. Not just social services, arts
and culture activities, immigration help.
And we have -- because of that, we have

become a hub for African and Caribbean
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immigrants in this country and in this
city because of the issues and the range
of iIssues that we"re able to handle.
Because of ACANA"s unique role
in the African and Caribbean community iIn
Philadelphia, we are attracting more and
more service seekers every year. We
attract people from as far away as
California, from Georgia, from North
Carolina. In 2010, we served a little
over a thousand service seekers. More
than 70 percent of those people were
seeking immigration assistance. [In 2013,
our numbers ballooned to 1,300 people,
again most of them coming to seek
assistance with immigration matters. So
iIt"s a big portion of our work at ACANA.
And these numbers that 1°"m giving you
don"t include the letters that we
received from detained individuals,
people who are iIn detention facilities,
not just locally but from as far away as
Nevada, anywhere you can imagine in the

country.
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Whille our prime focus at ACANA
iIs not only immigration work, we are
noting that we are handling a growing
number of matters with Immigrants who are
in particular finding themselves in
detention and facing deportation. While
many of these individuals are facing this
because of criminal contact, some of them
are folks who just have been found out
essentially. But despite this, they are
treated just like any other -- like a
criminal basically, like a violent
criminal.

As some people may be aware, if
you were following the debate, many
people have been putting a lot of
pressure and criticism against the
President because of the high numbers of
deportation. Rates have been going up
since he took office. 1In 2012 alone,
this country deported more people than
they ever have in the entire history of
this country at over 400,000 people

essentially, which this information is
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provided on DHS"s, Department of Homeland
Security"s website.

For community advocates such as
ACANA, these increased deportation
figures have revealed the issues that I
mention today, that there are legal and
human rights abuses that are going on
that are being committed by ICE and there
Is a strong lack of transparency and
communication between ICE and community
advocates and immigrants and their
families. And for those reasons alone,
we argue that there®s no need for the
City to do the federal government®s work
when the federal government agency is not
itself willing to communicate and
cooperate with local organizations.

As 1 mentioned, some of you are
aware that the President has been
receiving a lot of pressure because of
the number of deportations, and his
argument is always that he has no control
over the number of deportations and what

ICE does. While that may sound hard to
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believe for some people, there is some
truth to that. And the reason why 1 say
that i1s because of the way in which ICE
has been operating from our perspective,
from what we have been seeing at ACANA.
ICE is a subagency of Department of
Homeland Security, just like other
agencies. But what we have noted is that
ICE operates virtually independent, with
no checks and balances. It comes in the
night. It comes unannounced. They
detain you however long they want to.
They set bond without any kind of
information or basis, and really the
methods under which we can challenge that
as advocates are very, very difficult.
Essentially, ICE is acting at its own
whim, even if It means In some cases
bending or breaking the law.

Let me give you an example, an
actual case example of what I"ve
experienced. Last year we worked with a
young African immigrant facing

deportation. Despite all of our efforts
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to request relief, the judge denied our
applications and instead granted what®s
called voluntary departure. Basically
what voluntary departure means is iInstead
of sending you home in chains
essentially, the judge will give you an
opportunity under a certain period of
time to leave on your own accord, to
spend time with your family, find your
own plane ticket, and leave when you are
able.

So iIn this instance, our client
was granted voluntary departure, which we
saw as a small victory, because at least
he would be able to be home before he had
to leave.

Unfortunately for this young
man, however, even though he was granted
voluntary departure, when 1 went to
communicate with the ICE officials to
discuss with them how we would arrange
the release, they told us that the only
way he would be released i1s if he

produced a passport, a one-way ticket
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back to his home country with no
stopovers in Europe, and he was released
directly to the airport. In other words,
they were directly violating their own
rules and laws as to how voluntary
departure was supposed to be overseen.

Of course, as advocates, we
fought. We appealed this decision. We
requested bond. The bond was issued, but
it was set at $15,000, which this young
man®s family just had no way to pay such
a bond. Today he still remains in jail.
He"s been in jail for over a year, and
his crime was a non-violent crime,
non-violent, didn®"t involve drugs, didn"t
involve alcohol. But ICE has essentially
violated the law, flouted the law just
for their own whim to hold this young
man. These are the cases that we are
seeing.

The fact of the matter is, ICE
does not always play fair nor does it
feel the need to justify or explain the

legality of 1ts own actions, which we as
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immigrant advocates, we find it
extremely, extremely troubling.

In other iInstances, as |
mentioned, we receive letters from
detained individuals who are claiming
that they-"ve been beaten, who are
claiming that they"ve witnessed other
people being beaten iIn detention. We
also received a letter from a young man
who claimed that while he was going
through his deportation process, ICE
attempted to obtain a fraudulent tribal
document and sent him home to a country
where he has no ties, citizenship or
relationship whatsoever. Now, of course,
these are all allegations and they all
must be investigated, but based on the
work that we are doing, we are noting
that there are very, very troubling
activities going on with ICE. And the
fact of the matter is because ICE acts on
its own whim and is unsupervised, i1t"s
doing these things and i1t"s getting away

with 1t.
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Given the fact that ICE is

operating with seemingly no checks and
balances, 1t"s then no surprise for us
that immigration advocates such as ACANA
have also had trouble communicating with
the agency or getting any information
from the agency. Unlike other
subagencies under DHS who have community
relations departments, the local ICE
office i1n Philadelphia has no

community -- doesn"t have a community
relations office. |If anyone here has
tried to call ICE and get any
information, you understand what 1™m
talking about. They don®"t share

information. They don"t give you

anything. They"ll just hang up the phone

on you and tell you to wait in the mail
for a letter, 1T you get it.

ACANA personally has on several
occasions tried to outreach to the ICE
Director, Thomas Decker, on several
occasions, both by mail and by phone, to

request a meeting to discuss some of the
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things that we"re talking about today.
All of our efforts have been rebuffed.
Similarly, we have reached out to offices
in Washington for the same thing.
Nothing.

So 1 just want to summarize and
say that all of us, 1"m sure, here
believe In making our communities and
neighborhoods safe. We all agree abiding
by the law. But if ICE, who is supposed
to keep us safe, is itself breaking the
law and i1s itself refusing to work with
the very community that i1t says it wants
to protect, It just doesn®t make sense
for us to then want to share information
and work with them when they are not
willing to do the same for us.

I, along with my colleague who
will speak later, Mr. Voffee Jabateh, ask
that you put our community first and
demand greater transparency and
cooperation from ICE and say no to the
Secure Communities sharing information

project.
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Thank you very much.
(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you
very much. As we have in other panels,
we"re going to wait to hear from everyone
before we make comment. And, again, let
me reiterate, feel free to summarize your
testimony, even though it Is very
important. You can submit the testimony
in writing and then take hot points out
of it that you want to underscore. So
thank you very much.

Also those in the balcony, we
did open up the balcony because of the
demand of people wanting to hear in
person these hearings.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: And you are
welcome to be here, but as the people
testify, we need to keep it down so we
can hear them. All right? Thank you all
for your cooperation.

Please begin your testimony,
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MR. CHHIN: First of all, 1
want to thank the community and members
of City Council and the Administration
for being here today.

I want to start off with this
quote by Abraham Lincoln: 1 have always
found -- Abraham Lincoln once said, |
have always found that mercy bears richer
fruits than strict justice.

My name is Naroen Chhin. I am
a community organizer with l1lLove
Movement. 1 also chair the Board of the
Philadelphia Northwest Neighborhood
Advisory Committee on top of my full-time
job. 1 am also a refugee from Cambodia.
I have a felony conviction. | am a U.S.
citizen and | did not have to face the
consequence of deportation, but 1 have
supported my friends and their families
and other community members as they have
gone through a deportation process.

As refugees, we experience the
consequences of ICE hold every single

day. Our organization, 1lLove Movement,

54

Strehlow & Associates, Inc.
(215) 504-4622




© 0 N o o0 b~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

3/12/14 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 130880
which 1s a national network of Asian
American grassroot organizer, start off
because there was a deportation crisis in
our community in Philadelphia back iIn
2010. Several members of our community
who came to the U.S. as refugees were
rounded up for deportation for offense
that they have committed when they were
teenagers. They had already served their
time, left prison, reformed themselves.
They were giving back to the community.
They had built families, bought homes,
and started business. And all of that
was taken away from them because they
weren"t citizens and they had criminal
records. Even though they had
transformed themselves, they were still
subjected to a second level of punishment
for mistakes they have made in the past.

I want to give you some context
about what we experienced In our
community growing up when I was a
community -- when my community was

resettled here from Cambodia. We were
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living in extremely poor neighborhoods
where day to day the only thing we saw
was drugs, gangs, and racial conflict. |1
myselft is from Philadelphia, Logan
section of Philadelphia.

The people that we met when we
resettled here did not understand us and
we were bullied. Our parents were still
assimilating and adjusting to American
culture, facing their own trauma of
having survived a genocide, and they
didn"t know how to support us as we were
going through the school system. We
didn"t know how to communicate with our
parents about what we were going through,
and even if we did, they have to work 15,
16 hours per day to support us and were
not able to be home with us all the time.

This city was not prepared for
a refugee resettlement and to help us
apply for benefits we needed. Even the
basic things like healthcare, language
access, and transportation were a huge

barrier to us. Everywhere we went we
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were harassed and bullied, and there was
nowhere for us to go for support.

Gangs started because Kkids
wanted to protect themselves and they had
nowhere else to turn for support. From
my own experience, we were getting beaten
up In school for speaking a different
language and having a different cultural
background. I remember my uncle walking
me with his kids to school and he himself
was attacked and knocked out cold. No
one acknowledged what was happening to
us. Once gangs started, kids started
using drugs like many other urban
communities in our nation today. The
focus of the community shifted from
taking care of each other to attacking
each other and even killing each other.
This 1s how our members of our community
started getting arrested.

The lack of support in school
was a huge part of how we end up getting
in trouble. Because of the gang

involvement, my friends ended up being
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charged with adult crimes even though
they were teenagers, because they were
not citizens. They were given a double
punishment when they left prison and then
had to face deportation.

Why did | choose to do this
work? 1 ask myself this question every
single day. Why did I get to stay and my
friends do not? Why are they treated
differently? Where is the second chance
in that? Where is the opportunity to
turn their lives around? This i1s why I
do this work.

For my community, we came here
as refugees to escape persecution, to
look for a safe home like the people who
colonized this area did a hundred years
ago. We came here for a second chance.
People leaving prison deserve that second
chance.

We can®t ask our community to
start trusting the police if they have to
fear deportation every time. In order

for the City of Philadelphia to grow and
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prosper, a second chance has to be
applied and should be a philosophy. It
should be a way of life. This i1s why I
am asking the Mayor to adopt an order
putting an end to ICE holds in
Philadelphia.

Thank you for your time.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you
for your testimony.

I would like also for the
record to state that Councilwoman Marian
Tasco has joined the Committee.

Will the next person prepared
to testify bring the mic to them and
state your name and affiliation and begin
your testimony.

MS. MOTA (through interpreter):
Good morning. My name is Alejandra Mota
and I belong to New Sanctuary Movement of
Philadelphia. 1 have lived in
Philadelphia with my husband and two
children for 11 years. My children were

both born here. In 2010, my family and |
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were affected by the collaboration
between Immigration and Police through an
ICE hold. This story is long, but 1711
try to make i1t short.

It was a regular day and 1 was
sitting in front of my house with my
family. A man came running by us, who
was chased by another man with a gun iIn
his hand. Seeing this, 1 became scared
and ran inside the house with my kids and
closed the door. My husband didn"t get
into the house i1In time. When 1 looked
through the window, 1 saw my husband
bloodied from head to toe next to the man
with a gun as well as five police
officers. My husband was on the ground
with a police officer®s foot on his back.
His head was split open because an
officer had hit him with a gun. They
began to leave, and when 1 looked out the
door, I saw that the man with the gun had
blood on his hands. He shouted to me
asking where the man who was running had

gone. 1 told him that I didn*t know what
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he was talking about, and he pushed me
and entered our home. I asked him not to
scream because my kids, who were just 3
and 5 years old at the time, were
terrified, but he kept yelling at me in
English.

I tried several times to make
him stop scaring my kids, but he pushed
me again and went into the kitchen. My
kids were there, and he continued
screaming, scaring them. He pointed the
gun at me.

The police did not let the
ambulance take my husband to the
hospital, but instead they put him In a
police car and took him away. 1 tried to
go with them because | was concerned
about my husband, and they told me that
1T I went, I would be arrested. Because
of this, I didn®"t know anything about his
whereabouts until days later when my
husband was able to communicate with the
church. He was put in jail at State Road

at CFCF and wasn"t allowed to make his
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one phone call until days later.
Immediately upon being taken
into police custody, ICE issued a hold on
him. The police complied with that hold
and turned my husband over to immigration
agents. He was charged in criminal court
of more than 15 counts, including
attacking a policeman with a gun. If he
was found guilty, my husband would face
100 years in prison and, of course, would
be deported after serving his sentence.
The ICE hold caused great harm
to my family financially. We spent the
savings that we had and needed to borrow
money to fight the deportation and
criminal cases. Our loss of employment
and depression also caused a financial
strain. This situation left me alone to
maintain our home, and we didn"t have
enough money to do so. The ICE hold
caused our family to spend between
$35,000 and $40,000 because we were
victims of fraud by unscrupulous lawyers

and had to pay fines and paperwork.
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Police and local prisons iIn
Philadelphia are giving tools to federal
immigration to destroy families. To me,
it"s ridiculous for one human being to be
punished twice. The Tirst punishment is
from the criminal justice system and
afterwards i1t"s through deportation.

By collaborating with ICE
holds, the City is not only punishing the
person who may or may not have committed
a crime, but in my case, | was punished,
as were my kids and my entire family.
Everyone knows what the police did to my
husband and feels afraid, iInsecure, and
unprotected.

Thanks to support from my
community, my church, and New Sanctuary
Movement, we were able to win our case
and prove that my husband was the victim
of police violence. Even after my
husband was found not guilty, he was
still in deportation because of the ICE
hold. Fortunately, he had a good lawyer

and was able to win his case and get a
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U-Visa, which is a Visa for people who
are victims of crimes. In this case, he
was a victim of police abuse. The police
were looking for another person, and
because of their own error, my family had
to live through this trauma.

I*m asking that the immigration
system and the criminal system are
separated in this city. The i1dea that
deportation is the way to fight crime 1is
ridiculous from my point of view. 1 ask
that the City block ICE holds for all,
regardless of legal status or criminal
status. Everyone deserves a second
chance. We understand the work of the
police, but we cannot agree that the
police should act as immigration agents
and help serve double punishments by
deporting our people.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you.
Thank you very much for your testimony.

(Audience members yelling out.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: All right.
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Sometimes 1 may need an interpreter to
understand what that is as well.

Will we read the next panel to
testify, please.

THE CLERK: Michael Resnick,
Jennifer Rodriguez.

And while they are approaching,
I will read this handwritten submitted
testimony from Babette Josephs.

Dear Councilmembers Maria
Quinones-Sanchez and Curtis Jones, |
oppose the ICE programs for all the
reasons that Philadelphia citizens gave
Iin testimony.

Babette Josephs.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you
for your patience.

MR. RESNICK: Not a problem,
Councilman. Good morning.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Good

morning.
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MR. RESNICK: Good morning,
Chairman Jones and members of the
Committee on Public Safety. My name is
Michael Resnick, Director of Public
Safety for the City of Philadelphia. |
am joined by Jennifer Rodriguez and
Fernando Trevino of the Mayor®s Office of
Immigrant and Multicultural Affairs. We
are here to testify regarding Resolution
130880 introduced by Councilman Kenney --
and, Councilman, 1*m very happy to be
able to testify before you on a day when
you"re not angry -- regarding ICE"s
limited connection with United States
Immigrant and Custom Enforcement agency.

As early as 2006, the issue of
the proper treatment of immigrants;
namely, undocumented immigrants, was
addressed by the Philadelphia Police
Department. Police Commissioner®s Memo
1-03 was issued to inform police officers
regarding the expected treatment of both
legal and undocumented immigrants. This

was issued under former Police
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Commissioner Timoney and was modeled upon
a similar policy that had been iIn effect
in New York for some time.

The motive behind implementing
this policy was to allay the legitimate
concerns of legal and undocumented
immigrants that accessing City services
or calling the police for help could
bring their immigration status to the
attention of the federal authorities. At
this time, the Department had received
information that while the City had
various services available to immigrants,
very few took advantage of these services
because they feared any contact with any
City agency, especially the police, might
bring their immigration status into
question.

Undocumented residents should
be able to access City services without
fear of any reprisal. This is especially
important in law enforcement where we
want to encourage victims and witnesses

to come forward, report crime, and
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participate in the criminal justice
process. Otherwise, entire segments of
the population remain crime victims or
potential crime victims because they are
too afraid to come to the authorities for
assistance.

Aware of the fear and
apprehension that existed i1n the
immigrant communities in the City, Mayor
Nutter on November 10th, 2009 issued
Executive Order 8-09. This Executive
Order established a policy concerning
access of immigrants to City services.
The Executive Order directed that all
City services shall be made available to
all City of Philadelphia residents,
regardless of the person®s citizenship or
legal immigration status. As a result of
that Executive Order, Police Commissioner
Ramsey issued a directive to all
Department personnel that all City
services shall be made available to all
City residents, regardless of citizenship

or legal status. Furthermore, the order
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specifically stated that law enforcement
officers shall not stop, question,
arrest, detain an individual solely
because of the individual®s ethnicity,
national origin or perceived immigration
status.

Officers shall not i1nquire
about a person®s immigration status
unless that status itself Is a necessary
predicate of a crime the officer is
investigating or unless the status is
relevant to i1dentification of a person
who is suspected of committing crime.

Officers shall not i1nquire
about the immigration status of a crime
victim, witness or others who call or
approach the police seeking help.

And officers shall not inquire
regarding the immigration status for the
purpose of enforcing immigration laws.

These measures were taken in an
effort to send a strong message to both
police personnel and the immigrant

community in an attempt to allay fears
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and encourage greater participation with
police.

In addition to the above policy
implementation, the Administration has
worked with our criminal justice partners
to reduce the pernicious impact ICE has
on certain communities in Philadelphia.
In 2010, the Administration attempted to
terminate ICE"s licensing agreement for
the Preliminary Arraignment Reporting
System, or PARS. While the PARS Steering
Committee nevertheless renewed the
licensing agreement, the Committee at the
City"s urging disallowed ICE access to
the PARS screens that contain witness and
victim information.

The City will work closely with
our partners on the PARS Steering
Committee to ensure that the data
provided to ICE is only used to identify
those individuals committing the most
serious of offenses.

The Administration is poised to

take additional significant steps in
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protecting our immigrant communities and
curtailing ICE"s ability to deport
immigrants, immigrants who are
contributing members of our communities
and whose deportation too often results
in children being separated from their
parents and families losing their main
breadwinner and in businesses losing
talent. The Mayor will soon sign an
Executive Order that will, In i1ts current
draft form, preclude the Philadelphia
Police Department and the Philadelphia
Prison System from honoring all ICE
detainers, except those where the
individual is convicted of a felony of
the first or second degree involving
violence and only when ICE secures that
detainer with a warrant.

(Applause.)
(Audience member yelling out.)
MR. RESNICK: The City will

Iimpose the warrant requirement based on

the recent 3rd Circuit opinion in the

case of Galarza versus Szalczyk. The
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practical effect of this action will be
that the vast majority of offenders will
have theilr cases adjudicated in the local
criminal justice system and any ICE
detainer will be disregarded. The only
circumstances -- and It IS a very narrow
circumstance -- in which the City would
not disregard an ICE detainer is where
the individual i1n question has actually
been convicted of a very serious, violent
felony -- and the crimes we"re talking
about are murder, aggravated assault,
kidnapping, human trafficking, rape,
robbery -- and where ICE has separately,
separately obtained a warrant for the
individual. This resolves the issue of
individuals being detained nearly at the
request of ICE officials. Individuals
who have committed minor offenses,
summary offenses, traffic offenses will
no longer find themselves facing
deportation proceedings, ultimate
removal, and separation from their

families.
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The two Mexican boys that
Councilman Kenney talked about who were
involved in a mutual fight, the Chinese
mother, they will all be still here.

They won®"t be going anywhere.

And this Administration is
still open to further discussions. As I
said, this Executive Order is In its
current draft form. It"s not to say that
It"s in 1ts final draft form or that this
iIs the final word on this subject.

These changes that I have
discussed were all prompted by the
tireless work of the advocate community.
The Administration appreciates their hard
work on behalf of their constituency.
Indeed, it was through the interaction
between the advocate community and
Jennifer and Fernando from MOIMA that the
Administration created and will soon
implement the latest Executive Order.

My colleagues and I will now be
happy to answer any questions from the

panel .
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(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you
for that.

MR. RESNICK: 1 have to tell
you, applause is a rarity for me in this
Chamber .

COUNCILMAN JONES: 1
understand, but every now and then.

MR. RESNICK: Every now and
then.

COUNCILMAN JONES: The Chair
recognizes Councilman Kenney.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Thank you.

You know, the Administration is
99.7 percent the way there, and we
appreciate --

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: And while 1
recognize the advocate community wants
none at all, you®"re still open to
negotiating, which 1 think is laudable.
And, again, you®"ve made me happier today
than you usually make me happy.-

Let me give you just a little
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bit of background on the Timoney
directive. When John Timoney got here as
Police Commissioner, we were having a
serious problem in South Philadelphia
with the Indonesian community. The
Indonesian community came here as
asylees. They were being persecuted
because of their Christian religion in
Indonesia. So they came basically with
whatever they had in their back or
whatever they could carry and moved into
South Philadelphia, basically in the
Saint Thomas parish, the old
Italian-American former immigrant parish
of Saint Thomas, and began to flourish
there. However, they were being

victims -- they were victims of crime.
They were opening stores. They were
being robbed. Theilr cars were being
stolen. They"d get into a traffic
accident and the guy in the car in the
accident would get out and run and leave
the car. They were so afraid of the

police. But ironically they were all
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eligible for asylum. They all came here
under duress and they were all here
legally 1T they had just went and filed
for their status.

And when 1 told Timoney the
problem we were having in his Inimitable
Irish brogue, he said, What the hell are
you talking about? He said, New York
It"s the exact opposite, our police are
not allowed to talk to anyone iIn the
federal government relative to anything
relative to a crime victim and witness,
anyone. And he went down with me, at his
urging, to speak to 600 people in the
basement of Saint Thomas®"s church
explaining In his Manhattan, his Hells
Kitchen, Dublin brogue translated into
Indonesian, which was an amazing
experience, explained to those folks that
they had no reason to fear the police,
the police were there to protect and
serve them, and that no one iIn his
department would be doing anything

relative to contacting the federal
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government to put these people in
Jeopardy.

So 1 do laud the
Administration, thank the Mayor, thank
you, thank your people for the work that
you"re doing and will continue to do to
make this the friendliest immigrant city
in America, and 1 thank you for it.

MR. RESNICK: Thank you.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you,
Councilman.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you,
Councilman. Now we"ll hear from
Councilwoman Sanchez.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: 1 also
want to acknowledge the Administration
and the office of MOIMA and Mike Resnick
for their willingness to reconsider what
was an earlier draft and get us, as
Councilman Kenney says, 99.7 percent of
the way there.

For the advocates, this is your

victory. This i1s historic.
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(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: And
while we all know that we have a lot more
work to do, as the federal government
again refuses to deal with this very
complicated issue, one of the things
that"s really, really important and I
think called for as a result of this
draft 1s for the Mayor to meet with the
advocates and talk about how this gets
implemented.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: 1 think
It"s an important step, but what we want
to make sure that its implementation is
done in a way that gets the 0.3 percent
we might not be capturing so that we are
aware of the process.

So with that, 1 wanted to ask
Mr. Resnick, how do you foresee the
implementation of any Executive Order as
It relates to the data collection, the
cost analysis and, importantly, what type

of investments are we going to make in

Strehlow & Associates, Inc.
(215) 504-4622




© 0 N o o0 b~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

3/12/14 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 130880
training so that people feel confident
that this is going to trickle down to the
3rd and the 4th Police Districts where
this 1s going on?

(Applause.)

MR. RESNICK: Currently,
Councilwoman, we are able to collect data
on ICE detainers lodged at the Prison
System. Our data systems are not as
modern as we would like them to be. The
Police Department, however, does not have
the ability to separate out and track the
detainers that ICE has lodged for the
Police Department. We are able to do
that at the prison.

So 1 think part of what we need
to do now and because, as you said, this
talks about a very, very, very small
number of individuals, we"ll probably
have a better opportunity because of the
numbers to keep track of those. So as
part of the policy that will be
implemented as a result of the Executive

Order, i1t will be data collection so that
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we can review and see how many detainers
we actually are complying with.

In terms of -- | believe your
question related to cost. 1 think the
number of $115 a day in the prison is
floated around because i1t"s a very, very
easy number to come by. You take the
average daily population, you divide it
by the budget and you get a number. But
I think that"s not a very accurate way of
doing 1t. I think 1f we hold an inmate
one or two days, the cost of that is
negligible i1if they“ve already been
processed into our facility for a crime
that we"re holding them on. | mean, the
up-front costs of iIntake processing are
the most expensive. So just being in
population for a day or two is not really
a significant added cost.

So I don"t believe -- and
considering the numbers that we®"re going
to be talking about in the future, 1
don*t believe that they"re going to be

very significant that we need to track
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those.

In terms of the training
aspect, 1 think that will be the easiest
thing to do, because the policy that
Councilman Kenney talked about, the
policy that 1 talked about, Commissioner
Ramsey implemented, all 6,500 police
officers had to be trained on that
policy. This policy deals with the
individuals who work in the Police
Detention Unit and obviously the people
who work at the prison in the record room
up at CFCF and RCF. So they“re just -- |
don®"t want to say a handful, but there
are relatively fewer people that need to
be trained. And supervisors will be
trained to go over these, make sure the
people are doing the things that they“re
supposed to be doing.

In the order that we produced
and the policies that we produced, we
will not leave 1t up to anyone®s
discretion. There will be a list of what

first- and second-degree felonies
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regarding violence. They"re the ones
that 1 talked about, the murders, the
rapes, the robberies, the agg assaults.
Those will be on the policy. So there
will be nobody left up to their
discretion to determine, well, whether
this i1s a felony of the first or second
regarding violence or not. We"re going
to spell 1t out in the policy. So the
policy will be crystal clear, and we will
train —- like | said, 1t will be a lot
fewer individuals who will have to be
trained on this. So I"m not looking at
this as being a very challenging or
daunting task to accomplish.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Let me
suggest to you because 1 think one of the
tensions iIn this dialogue, this very
public dialogue that we"ve had around
this drafting of this Executive Order,
has been the coordination or utilizing
the advocates to help the Administration
come to a better place. And so let me

strongly encourage you to look at the
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resources provided in this room through
the advocacy groups to help you design
what kind of training we provide not only
for the people that are directly involved
but for the folks out in the street. |1
think where we see the need to close the
circle i1s that, is feeling like -- 1 was
part of a meeting the other day at the
invitation of Councilman Squilla where we
had new captains in the South Philly area
who felt very uncomfortable with their
role because they were unfamiliar,
because essentially we"ve asked whether
folks want to be or not, for folks to be
immigration experts.

And so let me strongly
encourage you to look beyond that, the
folks directly involved. Obviously we
want them to be first, but really talk
about how do we, to get to Councilman
Kenney®s goal, how do we really become an
immigrant-friendly, safe city is how do
we engage this community to help work

with the Police Department on what
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happens on the ground every single day
that impacts them. 1 think this iIs a
wonderful opportunity, and I want to make
sure that the Administration doesn"t lose
sight of 1t.

I also --

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: 1 also
want to ask on the record that our
Chairman, who is a member of CJAB, again,
for us to look at this as another
opportunity at the CJAB level. My
concern that we do this as an Executive
Order and that the DA"s Office, that the
Courts and others, who at some point
interface with what we are trying to
prevent, that they“re not off the hook
around what they should know, what they
should do, and what the expectations are.
And 1"m going to ask the Chairman to
address that at the CJAB meeting and,
even more importantly, for there to be an
official response from CJAB to the

Executive Order and what their roles are
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going to be, because the Police
Department iIs one department, but we want
to make sure having been involved in
deportation proceedings, where a judge or
someone else may have their own
relationship with ICE, we want to make
sure that we are crossing the T"s and
dotting the 1"s iIn our entire judicial
system in a way that ensures that we"re
going to enforce this Executive Order or
apply i1t the best way possible.

And then let me further suggest
that -- 1°ve asked for the meeting with
the Mayor with the advocates. Let me
further suggest that we really do
establish a working group that looks at
what are some of the other issues. As
you know, I presented a piece of
legislation on municipal ID. That we
really set a working group that talks
about how deliberate we can be iIn every
single department and with every single
service that we provide in this city, and

let us take this opportunity to break
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down those silos, those departmental
silos, In a way that provides a renewed
confidence by the advocacy community that
we are trying to live up to this
potential of being a real
immigrant-friendly City of Philadelphia.

So 1 want to thank you,

Mr. Resnick, and 1 want to offer myself
and continue to offer our office
assistance iIn doing that. But that CJAB
piece i1s hugely, hugely important if
we"re going to build confidence among
our --

MR. RESNICK: As 1 alluded to
in my testimony, Councilwoman --

(Applause.)

MR. RESNICK: -- we are but
one-third of the PARS Steering Committee.
It"s the Administration®s vote to end the
licensing agreement with ICE to have
access to PARS. So there are two other
entities that make up the Steering
Committee, and perhaps with the

Chairman®s participation and influence,
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we can change those votes as well.
COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Well, 1

think i1t"s important, and I1*11 leave

it —— 1"m sure Councilman Kenney wants to
weigh in on this. 1 think one of the
hesitations by some of those departments
iIs that they don®t face the public
accountability that you do. And I think
1t"s incumbent on all of us to ensure
that both the DA, not only when he comes
in here to testify for budget hearings
but that the DA and the President Judge
In this case, President Neifield, who
I"ve had conversations about this, |
think part of their hesitation i1s that
they don®"t have the information and they
don®"t have the opportunity to hear the
stories that you"re going to hear today,
and I think 1t"s 1incumbent of us to make
sure that that silo Is broken and that
they see that the national trend is where
we"re going. And this Executive Order is
a good first step iIn that, but not

closing that loop and us not utilizing
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the authority, the legislative authority
that we have, and the Executive Order to
how we fund them and how they spend their
resources, because this i1s an issue of
resources, but that public discussion and
that"s where we need the leadership both
from the Chairman and from the
Administration to make sure that we do
that.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Before 1
hear --

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Before we
hear from Councilman Kenney and then
Councilwoman Blackwell, 1 want to thank
you, Councilwoman Sanchez, not only for
your work on this issue, but for
appointing me to CJAB before the
President actually made it official.
It"s Freudian. But 1 think that that
request that you have, 1 would be glad to
take to CJAB to see if we can get some
unanimity on this issue.

The Chailr now recognizes
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Councilman Kenney.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Thank you,
Mr. Chairman.

In your conversation with the
Councilwoman, a couple things occurred to
me as a matter of suggestion. I™m
wondering or not If 1t doesn®t happen
now, could 1t be implemented where during
CompStat review In areas that have
districts that are immigrant heavy, that
there be some agenda item on the CompStat
review --

MR. RESNICK: Way ahead of you,
Councilman. 1°ve already discussed it
with Deputy Commissioner Bethel.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Terrific.
You®"re batting a thousand today. It"s
amazing.

COUNCILMAN JONES: He likes the
claps.

MR. RESNICK: Remember that.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: The other
thing I suggest is that perhaps each

captain be directed to have some
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committee that they would determine the
makeup of to meet regularly, almost like
a Police District Advisory Council, but
an immigrant centric one so that they --
and 1 think what that does is, if there"s
faces, as Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez
said, 1T there"s faces on these folks, it
develops relationships. The police under
that captain or under that lieutenant®s
control begin now to interact better, and
you have a better chance of getting
information, getting people reporting
things, people wanting to share
information as opposed to trying to hide.

And the third thing is -- and
this i1s something for the Chairman to
consider with his new unofficial position
at CJAB -- that perhaps there be
permitted for someone come and sit that"s
representative of the community, not to
vote obviously but to listen and to have
interaction with the three elements of
the CJAB. And I think the more

communication and the more -- the one
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thing about immigration, whether it"s
documented or undocumented, that I find
iIs the reason we fall -- the reason why
we have folks who come In and say some of
the things that they®ve said today, they
don®t see the face. They don"t see the
face of their great-great-grandfather on
the face of the people sitting behind
you. So the connection as to their right
to be here and our right to be here is
the same. 1 mean, and it doesn"t -- 1
have said this a hundred times before.

We go out and you have EB-5 programs that
want to bring in capital and resources
and high-tech and biotech people and
scientists and engineers. Please, the
door is wide open for you, but that
statue in the harbor didn*"t say that. It
said poor, tired, huddled masses yearning
to breathe free. That"s us. That"s the
coffin ships that the lrish came on.

It"s the slave ships that the African
Americans came on. It"s that constant

flow of immigration of Jews escaping Nazi
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Germany. It"s the same thing. And until
the hyphenated Americans of the past
generation see that and understand that
in the Mexican, Cambodian, Laotian,
African face of a new immigrant, the
connection Is never going to be made.
And 1 think we can do that through the
police. And the police are safer in the
end. When police approach people in a
respectful manner, the interaction
generally turns out good. Sometimes you
have to arrest somebody. Sometimes it"s
tough. Sometimes you have to take
somebody down. Sometimes you have to
shoot somebody. That"s the big
responsibility of being a police officer
in the City, but when you can interact
with people In a good, positive way,
you"re much safer than you ever will be
otherwise.

MR. RESNICK: Agreed.
COUNCILMAN KENNEY: So I1"m glad
you"re ahead of the curve with CompStat,

and let"s just keep on dialoguing and
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putting faces on our citizens who live
here from other countries.

Thanks .

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you,
Councilman.

I want to recognize also for
the record that Councilwoman Bass has
joined us from the 9th Councilmanic --
8th Councilmanic District.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Never gets

his wrong.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Don"t get it
twisted.

Councilwoman Blackwell.

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: Thank
you.

Let me agree with what
Councilwoman Sanchez and co-sponsor of
the bill, Councilman Kenney. 1 agree
with all that they have said. We have
fought for and enjoy a wonderful
relationship with the Police Department,

and we think It Is important in this area
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when 1t comes to immigration that we do
have the transparency, confidence, and
communication.

Certainly we ask that you would
come to our meetings. Charlotte Council
was part of our group until she retired,
but someone can come to one of our
meetings on Tuesday night and -- excuse
me; the second Wednesday, which we have
tonight at 6:00, to certainly inform us
of where we are on this issue. We-"d
appreciate that, because as you know, we
represent more than 36 countries iIn
Africa and the Caribbean and we meet in
the Caucus Room across the hall, and we
just want to do our part. You know, the
Police Department even agreed under the
former Commissioner, this Commissioner
agreed, to even hire more African and
immigrant officers in their areas.

So we are really, really
committed to doing what we can to get the
word out on our progress. We"re happy to

have come this far and look forward to
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working with you in the future to take
the next steps.

Thank you.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you,
Councilwoman.

(Applause.)

MR. RESNICK: Councilman?

COUNCILMAN JONES: Mr. Resnick.

MR. RESNICK: There was a
request from the gallery as to what 1is
the CJAB, what does that mean. So It"s
the Criminal Justice Advisory Board.

It"s a board made up of all the criminal

jJustice partners, the Police, the Courts,

the DA, the Sheriff, the Public
Defenders. We come together monthly to
discuss issues regarding the criminal
jJustice system, how to streamline the
criminal justice system, the prison
population, all matters affecting the
criminal justice system in the City.
COUNCILMAN JONES: So if there
are no other questions for this panel,

seeing none, thank you so much, and |
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want to commend you and the
Administration, Mayor Michael Nutter, for
quickly hearing the voices of the people
and making an adjustment in policy.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: So with that
great victory for the advocates in this
room today, this is really a point to be
made .

Thank you, and thank you for
your advocacy. So now I really want you
to minimize your testimony. We still
have ten more witnesses. So what we"re
going to ask people is to adhere to a
two-minute limitation. So look through
your testimony, summarize, get the key
points out. There will be a timer, and
when you hear the bell, please grace us
with a conclusion. So thank you all.

Can you please call the next
group to testify.

THE CLERK: Mia-l1a Kiernan,

Adan Tlatenco, Caroline Campbell,
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Reverend Adan Mareina.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: So we"re
going to begin while they sweat that out.

MS. KIERNAN: That sounds good.
Hi. My name is Mia-lia and | think what
I want to do is just address like we have
come a long way, and thank you,
Mr. Resnick and MOIMA, for announcing
what they did here. 1 think that our
concern as the Philadelphia Family Unity
Network is still that we not create
divisions even within this criminal
category, that it can still be really
harmful, and | just want to take some
time to break that down.

So, again, my name is Mia-lia.
I*m with lLove Movement, and we did grow
out of a detention and deportation crisis
in the Cambodian-American community,
people specifically being deported for
criminal convictions.

Our work 1s centered on the
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belief that families belong together and
that removing people from our communities
through deportation threatens our
survival as people. We also work under
the belief that mandatory and
institutionalized punishment is not our
route as a society to addressing the root
causes of violence In our communities.
It"s not our route to community-led and
victim-led healing or to individual
accountability and transformation, and it
IS not our route to rebuilding our
traumatized communities.

We view mandatory deportation
as destruction, as it denies us of our
individual and community capacity as
human beings to grow, change, and heal
from the mistakes that we"ve made.

The context and reality that we
are living In is this: Roughly one out
of every 100 adults in the United States
IS behind bars. The United States
represents only 5 percent of the world"s

population, but incarcerates a quarter of
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the world"s prisoners. People of color
represent 30 percent of our country®s
population, but account for 60 percent of
those who are imprisoned. Sixty-five
million people in the United States have
criminal records, and one iIn five people
in Philadelphia are formerly
Incarcerated.

This reality has led leaders in
our city to push for reform, legislation,
and programs that consider the complexity
and specific context of individuals and
communities iIn relation to our criminal
justice system. Our City Administration,
law enforcement agencies, and City
Council have enacted policies that
established a Mayor*®s Office of
Reintegration Services, the ban-the-box
bill, the DA"s SAM program, alternative
sentencing, job creation for formerly
incarcerated people, a Veteran®s Court to
consider the links between PTSD and
criminal activity, and many others.

These initiatives are our city"s stance
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against mandatory and blanket judgments
of our communities and the lifetime and
collateral consequences of criminal
convictions.

(Applause.)

MS. KIERNAN: 1 have some
quotes i1n there from our City officials,
but basically saying the fact i1s that
when people have -- when people with
criminal convictions succeed, we all
succeed. And with more than 200,000
Philadelphians facing the collateral
consequences of their convictions, we
must all do a better job at recognizing
this special challenge, and deportation
iIs one of those collateral consequences
for a large portion of the Philadelphia
community. This is also reiterated by
U.S. Attorney General Holder speaking on
behalf of President Obama insisting that
we need to find other ways to be
progressive in our criminal justice
system.

So in closing, 1lLove Movement,
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the Philadelphia Family Unity Network,
and families and communities affected by
Iincarceration and deportation in
Philadelphia ask that we take this next
step to address ICE and police
collaboration with our values front and
center and not engage in harmful
divisions based on criminal history or
levels of criminality. We ask that our
city"s deeply rooted values of
redemption, rehabilitation, second
chances, and reintegration be applied and
fought for for all residents of
Philadelphia instead of allowing a
mandatory, indiscriminate federal
deportation system to apply double
punishment that directly disintegrates
certain populations in our city.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you.
You got it in. Thank you so much for
your testimony.

Please proceed. We"re doing
the two minutes so we can give everybody

an opportunity. There is another hearing
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right after this, so that®"s why we have
to implement the bell. Don®"t make me use
the bell.

Go ahead.

MS. CAMPBELL: Hi. My name 1is
Caroline Campbell and 1 represent
Congreso de Latinos Unidos, and Congreso
has been providing high-quality services
to the Latino community iIn eastern North
Philadelphia for 36 years. Based on our
experience at Congreso of supporting
survivors who come for services within
our Latin Domestic Violence Program, we
know all too well that ICE holds affect
entire communities, including victims who
frequently face additional barriers due
to the City"s use of ICE holds. Looking
at the bigger picture, language and
cultural barriers already make 1t
difficult for some immigrant victims to
understand their rights, access services,
and work with law enforcement. On top of
these ongoing issues, we particularly

know that immigrant domestic violence
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victims are less likely to report
domestic violence or seek police
assistance because they fear themselves
or others they care about will be
reported to the federal deportation
authorities, held, detained or deported.

The threat of deportation
weighs heavily on the minds of the
community members that we serve. We have
seen domestic violence victims be
subjected to arrest and imprisonment due
to just misunderstandings based on
language barriers at the scene of arrest.
Reports that domestic violence victims
have been rounded up are all too common,
and we have seen abusers threaten victims
by telling them that they will be
deported if they seek assistance. The
relationship between the police and
deportation authorities contributes to
this misperception, and all of these
factors make our communities more
dangerous because people are not seeking

the help that they need.
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In addition to these barriers,
we also know that the victims of violence
are mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers,
and partners who have very complicated
and evolving relationships. They may
need assistance or protection from law
enforcement to deal with an abusive
relationship, but that does not always
mean that they want the person to be
deported or put into permanent exile from
their home and their community. Our
clients need supportive services that
help them heal and transform their lives,
and they need to have control over their
own futures.

They may never want to see that
person again or they may want to continue
their relationship after an incident or
they may need child support that that
person was providing. Many of our
clients want to give that person who
abused them a second chance to
rehabilitate themselves, but by using ICE

holds, the City is forcing victims to
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choose between seeking protection and
having their family member permanently
departed.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Are there
any questions for this panel?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Seeing none,
thank you for your -- and all testimony
as submitted will be a part of the
record.

MS. CAMPBELL: Wonderful.

Thank you.

COUNCILMAN JONES: All written
testimony will be included.

MR. TLATENCO (through
interpreter): Hi. My name is Adan
Tlatenco and 1"m a member of Juntos. I™m
here today to talk about my brother-®s
case and about how an ICE hold affects
immigrants.

It all began with a DUI in 2012

during which my brother was detained for
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five days. | then personally tried to
pay for his bail, but 1 was told by the
cashier that she would not accept the
payment. She told me that they were
unable to accept my bail money because my
brother already had a detainer or ICE
hold placed on him. And even if | paid
in full, it wouldn®"t change anything.

In my brother®s case, he was
detained for five days while waiting for
immigration agents to come pick him up.

I think that this is a violation of his
human rights. This is how his
immigration case began, and we are still
fighting his case to this day.

I*m aware that my brother did
commit a crime, a crime in which he has
already paid his debt to society like any
other citizen of the United States. It"s
unjust that he now has to pay a double
punishment. Why do us Immigrants have to
pay two times for our crimes? We all
come here to this country for

opportunities, equality, and to realize
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our dreams, but we are not treated as
equals i1n the eyes of the law.

There are two different systems
in place, the justice system, which in
this case is that of the State of
Pennsylvania, and an immigration system,
which is federal. The City of
Philadelphia should not allow Immigration
to have access to its judicial system.

We are all human beings, and as humans,
we make mistakes, but we also have
rights. These rights include the ability
to have a second chance. ICE holds and
the deportations that happen as a result
of ICE holds deny people these rights and
the opportunity to reestablish their
lives. This is why the City of
Philadelphia needs to stop all ICE holds,
not just some, but all, because we are
all one united community.

(Applause.)

REVEREND MAREINA: Dear
honorable members of the City Council of

Philadelphia, my name is also Adan. 1 am
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Reverend Adan Mareina from the West
Kensington Ministry at Norris Square. We
are a Presbyterian ministry and part of
the Presbytery of Philadelphia, which
comprises over 120 churches in
Philadelphia and the surrounding region.
I am here with my colleague, Reverend
Esdras Seda, and 1 will read my personal
statement, but he will read one on behalf
of Hispanic Clergy of Philadelphia and
the Region. So we ask for the courtesy.
His letter is a lot shorter than mine.

We thank you for having the
foresight for having this issue of great
importance before us and for including
our voice in the planned response to this
Issue.

Although 1 have opened up
session here with prayer, | normally do
not participate in hearings, but want to
let you know that many in the faith-based
community, not only Christians, because |
see a lot of friends here from the

Interfaith Peace Walk here and other
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faiths represented, we find it urgent to
express our stand that our city should
ban ICE holds.

I am proud to proclaim that our
city was founded as a safe haven for
those fleeing religious persecution
centuries ago. However, 1 am embarrassed
that today our city is not considered a
safe haven for those who have no choice
but to flee their home countries for
economic persecution; that is, poverty or
the lack to sustain one®s self and one®s
family.

Seventeen other localities,
including Miami, San Francisco, Newark,
New Orleans, and New York City, have
banned or modified ICE holds. As a proud
Philadelphian, 1 believe, as many of you
do, that our city needs to recapture its
identity as a place that welcomes the
stranger and not a place that terrorizes
him or her.

Honorable members of the City

Council, the Philadelphia Family Unity
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Network, the New Sanctuary Movement, and
others remind us that ICE holds are
issued solely because of immigration
status and are not reviewed by a judge
before they are issued violates our, one,
community®s due process and human rights;
two, iIncreases racial profiling; three,
wastes precious City dollars and
decreases public safety. These groups
also state that ICE holds also traumatize
families and communities, and I have
witnessed this firsthand, this traumatic
effect firsthand.

Last year, Pricilla, a single
mother, and her 7-year-old son, Marcos,
started attending our church. Marcos, as
all children, was excited to become part
of a family. However, | noticed that
Marcos bit other children, hit them, and
had several tantrums. Marcos was
affectionate towards me and always ran up
to me and hugged my knees. One night I
saw Pricilla getting off the bus near the

church and 1 walked her home. She was
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tired because she had just finished
cleaning apartments here in Center City.
She said, Pastor, 1"m sorry that Marcos
behaves the way he does, and | understand
iIT you don"t want us to come to church.

I understand i1f other moms are mad at me
because they think 1"m a bad mom. She
paused and trusted me enough to share the
following: Ever since the police in La
Migra took his father because he didn"t
have an identification card, It has been
really hard. | thought to myself, no
wonder he lashes out to people and runs
and hugs my knees. His mom is always
working. He doesn®t have his father and
doesn®t understand why. He"s angry.

In 1562, England®s Queen
Elizabeth lent Sir John Hawkins a ship by
the name, ironically enough, The Good
Ship Jesus. Sir John Hawkins traveled to
the coast of Africa and captured 500
slaves through violence. Yes, Sir John
Hawkins has the dubious distinction of

becoming the first slave ship captain to
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bring Africans to the Americas.

At that point, the law of the
land was a ruling monarchical system that
combined forces with an iInhumane economic
structure where people were deemed
commodities, property, and sources of
profit. Families were broken up and
traumatized. Many Pricillas lost their
husbands and many Marcoses lost their
fathers. 1 believe that was something
that God was not in favor of.

Today we have progressed enough
to be ruled under a democratic system.
However, families that have been
separated by that system could argue that
what happened in 1562, the traumatic
separation of families, Is happening
today, and I believe that God is still
not in favor of that.

Honorable members of City
Council, I thank you for the opportunity
to express the concern many of us have in
the faith community, and 1 pray that you

continue the work you are doing of
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progressing our democratic system and
continuing to make our city a great place
that welcomes the stranger. Please
continue to get ICE holds banned.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Please
identify yourself and please try to keep
your comments within the two-minute
timeframe. Thank you.

PASTOR SEDA: My name is Esdras
Seda. 1I"m a Pastor of United Methodist
Church representing about 500 churches in
this region and representing also
Hispanic Clergy of Philadelphia and
Vicinity. We welcome the opportunity to
address you, and as faith leaders of our
community, we are deeply concerned about
the City"s current policy to conduct ICE
holds when requested by the federal
Department of Immigration and Custom
Enforcement. We thank you for giving us
the opportunity to voice our concern and

to provide input to the City"s planned
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response on this issue.

By involving the City police
officers and enforcing federal
immigration law, we are awakening our
local -- we are weakening our local
enforcement efforts and compromising the
safety and welfare of families iIn our
community. When we agree to hold
immigrants that have not been charged
with or convicted with any crime until
federal government can arrange the
deportation, we are in many cases
needlessly supporting the process of

tearing families apart and separating

parents from their children. This policy

makes our community members more feartful,
distrusting of law enforcement in our
city, and do not cooperate with police;
therefore, straining a vital positive
relationship between the community,
police, and the safety of the City.

We believe this is a moral
Issue, much as i1t is a civil practical

issue. It is not the responsibility of
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our police officers to become engaged iIn
the business of enforcing federal
immigration®s law and ICE and the damage
that they do to families subjected to
unjust process and to immigrants in our
communities who are placed in adversarial
rather than cooperative positions with
police. We should immediately end our
policy of agreeing to ICE holds.

Despite the flaws of our
country®s existing immigration system,
our immigrant community make a valuable
contribution to our city. We should be
striving to become a more welcoming city
to immigrants while we focus on policing
efforts to maintain the safety and
well-being of our residents.

Thank you very much.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Thank you.

(Applause.)

THE CLERK: Caroline Campbell.

UNIDENTIFIED WITNESS: She
already spoke.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Whoever 1is
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ready to go, please identify yourself for
the record and, again, please try to
maintain our timetable.

MS. WANG: 1711 try.

Distinguished City --

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Excuse me.
You have to i1dentify yourself.

MS. WANG: Sure. My name 1is
Chia-Chia Wang with the American Friends
Service Committee Immigrant Rights
Program. We are based in Newark, New
Jersey, but the American Friends Service
Committee headquarter is here in
Philadelphia, as many of you know. Our
program provides legal services to low-
or no-income Immigrants and organize
immigrant who have been affected by
immigration policies on the local, state,
and federal level. While the larger AFSC
Is a 97-year-old organization, our
program has been in existence for about
20 years i1in New Jersey.

In the summer of 2013, the

Newark Police Department adopted a new

116

Strehlow & Associates, Inc.
(215) 504-4622




© 00 N o o0 B~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

3/12/14 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 130880
policy that mandates all personnel --
department personnel shall decline
immigration detainer requests from the
federal immigration agency. We are proud
to be part of the municipality that will
not hold immigrants for deportation
purposes, and makes no exception to this
policy. The Newark Police Department
recognizes that it has the authority over
criminal issues, along with the local
prosecutors, and that bringing in
immigration agencies will only damage any
trust relationship that"s already been
established with the city"s large
immigrant community. Just so that you
know, we have about 25 percent of
foreign-born population in the City of
Newark .

Immigration detainers can be
placed on people who have some contact
with local police and who have been
already released from criminal sentences,
either completely or on probation or on

parole. They have already served
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criminal sentences and been deemed
eligible for release. Any further
detention and deportation is additionally
punitive, hurts individuals and families,
and benefits nobody.

So 1 only want to highlight the
impact of detention and deportation could
be lifelong. So we urge the City of
Philadelphia not to be part of the system
of detention and deportation.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Thank you.

Please identify yourself for
the record.

MR. SARMIENTO: Sure. My name
iIs Salvador from the National Day Laborer
Organizing Network. 111 keep my remarks
brief. 111 just make, 1 think, two main
points.

I work with the network of day
laborers at the national level that®s
been dealing with these policies across
the country, and one of the things that"s
important about that is a lot of these

federal programs were developed with very
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local communities that wanted to take a
very hard line, literally anti-immigrant,
position against specifically day
laborers. And day laborers -- workers
that you hire outside Home Depot, for
example -- had a big target sign in a lot
of these localities. So a lot of these
programs, I mean, are real -- we know
they"re real mean-spirited programs. And
so that®"s why 1t"s so important that in
jurisdictions like Philadelphia and, for
example, like we did in Washington, DC
where we can get a strong, bold standard,
that we do 1t.

And so that"s why being here,
I*m not in DC, but being here listening
to the remarks from the Councilmembers,
iIt"s real refreshing and to know you"re
hearing what the reason it is.

But definitely where we can
create standards that require no ICE
holds, we need to do that. And let"s
make sure that the warrant -- 1t can"t be

a civil warrant. 1t can"t be a notice to
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appear. It can®"t be an ICE one of any
way. It has to go before a judge. And,
you know, this really is Philadelphia
joining a national consensus that these
programs are misguided, and DHS and ICE
are really feeling the heat, and that"s
true iIn the outgoing ICE Director. He
knew that these immigration holds needed
to be reformed.

So, first, we just want to
congratulate you and say thank you. And
iIT you need any specifics about how we
can make i1t stronger, let me know.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Will do.
Thank you.

(Applause.)

MS. TACK-HOOPER: Hi. My name
iIs Molly Tack-Hooper. 1"m a staff
attorney at the ACLU of Pennsylvania.

The ACLU has long been
concerned about the significant
constitutional problems posed by ICE
detainers. The U.S. Constitution

guarantees the right not to be imprisoned
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without probable cause and due process of
law. Yet ICE routinely asked local
officials to hold people in jail beyond
the time when they should be released
based on nothing more than ICE"s interest
In Investigating whether they might be
subject to deportation.

In addition, using local law
enforcement agencies to enforce federal
civil immigration laws invites law
enforcement officers to engage in
unconstitutional, racial, and ethnic
profiling and to treat people perceived
to be foreign differently.

ICE detainers regularly violate
the constitutional rights not only of
immigrants, but also of U.S. citizens.
And it 1s now clear that local agencies
that choose to imprison people based on
ICE detainers can be held liable in court
for the constitutional violations caused
by the detainers.

In 2010, the ACLU sued on

behalf of Ernesto Galarza, a New
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Jersey-born U.S. citizen of Puerto Rican
descent who was held i1llegally for three
days in the Lehigh County Prison pursuant
to an ICE detainer. Lehigh County Prison
granted the detainer request, as it
always did, because it believed it had no
other choice. But last week, the Court
of Appeals for the 3rd Circuit held that
ICE detainers are merely non-binding
requests to detain someone and that
because local agencies are not required
to comply with ICE detainers, they may be
held liable for their role iIn causing an
unlawful detention when there is no
constitutionally valid basis for the
detainer.

(Applause.)

MS. TACK-HOOPER: So
Mr. Galarza®s claims against Lehigh
County for imprisoning him based on an
unlawful ICE detainer will go forward.

Cases like Mr. Galarza“"s
demonstrate that when local law

enforcement agencies choose to treat any
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ICE detainer request as a basis for
continued detention, this jeopardizes the
rights of everyone in the community,
including citizens as well as immigrants.

The ACLU commends Mayor Nutter
and the Director of Public Safety for
announcing that Philadelphia will join
the growing movement of jurisdictions
choosing to limit local entanglement with

ICE, adopting a policy that, as 1
understand i1t, would prohibit detention
based on an ICE detainer without an
accompanying judicial warrant backed by
probable cause. This iIs a huge step
forward towards upholding the
Constitution and protecting the rights
and safety of all Philadelphians.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Thank you.
Thank you very much for your testimony.
We appreciate you coming in. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Christopher
Chaplin, Dr. Vera Tolbert, Voffee
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Jabateh.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Please
identify yourself for the record. Again,
we would ask you kindly to maintain our
timeframe, because after you we have ten
more witnesses.

Please identify yourself.

DR. TOLBERT: Thank you very
much. Good afternoon, everyone.

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Good
afternoon.

DR. TOLBERT: Let me thank all
of you and the Council for allowing us to
speak. My name is Vera Tolbert. |
represent Africom, which is a coalition
of African and Caribbean communities.

1"d like to make a statement
from Africom that says: ICE holding does
not contribute to the safe communities.
African and Caribbean immigrants would
work more with the City of Philadelphia

law enforcement agents if they are not
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under constant threats of being reported
to ICE.

When looking at the safe
communities, we know our immigrants come
here and they have really contributed to
the wonderful and beautiful fabric of
Philadelphia. So let me say what Africom
definitely will or will not support.

Since 2003, Africom has joined
the New Sanctuary Movement initiative to
support the reform of the U.S.
immigration system to emphasize that
immigration is a human right and, as
such, should be dealt with more humanely
and to ask the City of Philadelphia
through its Council to end the existing
collaboration between the Police
Department and the Immigration of Customs
Enforcement.

According to the ICE website,
the highest priority of any law
enforcement agency is to protect the
community it serves. When it comes to

enforcing our nation®s immigration laws,

125

Strehlow & Associates, Inc.
(215) 504-4622




© 00 N o o0 B~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

3/12/14 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 130880
U.S. Immigration and Custom Enforcement,
which is ICE, focuses its limited
resources on those who have been arrested
for breaking criminal laws. ICE
prioritize the removal of criminal
aliens, those who pose a threat to public
safety and repeat immigration violations.

Let me say one thing about the
immigrants. Where they come from, the
police has all the priority to do
everything. So if you®"re trying to
protect this community, you will scare
them away, because where they come from,
they would never collaborate with the
police. So we are asking the Council
today to have the Mayor change his mind
and end all ICE collaborations here 1in
Philadelphia.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Thank you.

Please identify yourself for
the record.

MR. CHAPLIN: Good morning.
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COUNCILMAN KENNEY: Good
morning.

MR. CHAPLIN: My name 1is
Christopher Chaplin and I have served as
Co-Chairman of Team Jamaica Bickle,
Chairman of the Philadelphia Complete
Count Committee of the U.S. Census iIn the
2010 U.S. Census. I™m currently a Vice
President of the African and Caribbean
Business Council and a member of the
Mayor*®s Commission on African and
Caribbean and Immigrant Affairs.

During the 2010 U.S. Census, we
faced challenges getting out our
community to register because of
immigration and other issues. As you are
aware, the City of Philadelphia
registered an increase in population
during that census. A result -- that
result would have been threatened had the
Secure Communities Program been in place
then, and that result would be threatened
going forward were the Secure Communities

Program to continue.
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Each year, Team Jamaica Bickle
hosts some 600 high school athletes and
chaperones at the annual Penn Relays. In
addition, some 40,000 Jamaicans attend
the relays from around the United States
and overseas. Aggressive enforcement of
the Secure Communities Program will
likely have an adverse impact on the
attendance at events like this and
ultimately on the taxes that support our
great city.

As a Vice President of the
African and Caribbean Business Council
and as a banker and consultant helping to
finance a number of immigrant businesses
in the City of Philadelphia, I have a
firsthand view of the energy that
Caribbean and African entrepreneurs bring
to the City of Philadelphia. 1t would be
strange indeed if we were to put this
vibrancy and this coach of immigrant
entrepreneurship at risk because of
aggressive and misguided enforcement of a

flawed program.
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Let me close by offering my

support and my community®s support of
Resolution 130880, and 1 look forward to
the City of Brotherly Love and Sisterly
Affection joining other forward-thinking
cities which have put a hold on
aggressive enforcement and certain

aspects of the Secure Communities

Program.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Councilwoman
Blackwell.

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: Thank
you, Chris, Voffee, Dr. Tolbert. We
wanted to make sure that the total
community realizes that Africans and
Caribbeans suffer very much with this
iIssue as well.

We are proud --

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: --
that they realize that ACANA represents

all of us and Africom, and we"re talking
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about citywide Africans and Caribbeans.
And we thank you for the work you do for
the total African and Caribbean community
in our city and beyond. And I°m sure you
told them what Africom and ACANA stand
for. Did you?

DR. TOLBERT: Yes, we did.

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: So we
thank you for your leadership over the
years. Thank you for being here, and we
appreciate your commitment.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: 111
see you all at 6 o"clock.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you,
Councilwoman.

Please begin.

MR. JABATEH: Good afternoon.
My name is Voffee Jabateh. | am from the
African Cultural Alliance of North
America, the largest African and
Caribbean serving immigration or legal

service organization in the City of
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Philadelphia.

ACANA was founded in 1999
principally as an arts and cultural
organization. Over the years our program
have extended, and its main focus now iIs
this issue of immigration and failed
legal practices for African and Caribbean
immigrants.

In 2003, ACANA was provided a
grant to serve African refugees in the
Philadelphia region. We provided case
management, after-school services, as
well as conducted several workshops
geared towards bridging the gap between
the host community and the African
immigrant community. |In addition, we
also assisted immigrant families iIn
connecting with available social
services. In 2009, ACANA became a
full-fledged immigration service
provider. Along with me, been approved
as an accredited representative to
practice immigrational law before the

Board of Immigration. Our agency has
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since then annually served an average of
1,400 African and Caribbean immigrant and
sometimes other immigrants who come to
ACANA.

As a result of our unique
position, ACANA has become a huge hub for
African and Caribbean immigrant who are
seeking immigration services iIn this
region. We are better placed now to now
say thank you all, City Council. Thank
you all, Mayor Nutter, and especially
thank you all, Councilwoman Jannie
Blackwell, for the road you have played.
Thank you for all of what you“ve done to
bring this issue to focus. Every other
Wednesday of every month you sit and
listen to our stories. You did not wait
for this day. You®ve don"t it already.

Thank you again.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Are there
any questions for this panel of
witnesses?

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: Let me
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again, Mr. Chairman, thank them.

Thank you, Voffee, for your
remarks. Many of you know he®s at 55th

and Chester in the heart of my district.

And we jJust appreciate all the commitment

and the thousands of people who are
represented here and all that they do to
make life better. Thank you.

And, Voffee, 1°11 see you all
tonight.

MR. JABATEH: Thank you.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you,
Councilwoman.

Seeing no other questions,
thank you for your testimony.

Will the Clerk please read the
names of the next people to testify.

THE CLERK: Teresa Flores,
Karla Rojas, Hiram Rivera.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you,
and thank you for your patience. Please

bring your mic to you and begin the
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testimony. And if there is an
interpreter, please do so.

MS. FLORES (through
interpreter): My name is Teresa Flores.
I*m a member of New Sanctuary Movement
and Visitation Church. 1In a very short
period of time, I"m going to tell you
about everything that 1 suffered because
of the deportation of my son.

In 2010, my oldest son was a
victim of an ICE hold. The reason for
his deportation was a false accusation,
misinformation, and bad advice from a
lawyer. My son was deported for being a
person of good heart and for helping a
friend. My son loaned money to an
American friend. When my son attempted
to collect the money that he had loaned
to this person, the American person
called the police and accused him of
having threatened him with a firearm.
The police arrested my son and
immediately turned him over to ICE. ICE

put an ICE hold on him. My son was in
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jail for six months waiting for his
trial.

We hired an attorney to defend
him, who charged a lot of money and who
advised my son that if he pled guilty, he
would be released immediately, and my son
did so thinking he would be released.
Instead he was picked up by Immigration
and deported. He had been living in the
U.S. for 19 years. He grew up here, had
dreams of studying to become a pilot and
serving this country. My son had a big
heart, was very involved In his community
and church.

The deportation of our son has
caused us unimaginable pain, not only to
him but everyone in the family, including
his brother, who was very close to him.
It is unjust that we must suffer this
much pain when we contribute to the
growth of this city by paying taxes and
giving life to the City with diversity
and building new businesses. We are all

children of God on this earth and deserve
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a place to live without fear.

The City of Philadelphia should
practice what it preaches and truly
become a welcoming city, a city of
brotherhood. That"s why I thank the
Councilmembers for supporting us and ask
Mayor Nutter and his Administration to be
brave, put yourself in our shoes, end the
ICE holds, and disconnect the police and
local jails from ICE.

As a mother who was a victim of
this unjust collaboration, 1 ask that you
listen to us and sign an Executive Order
to block ICE holds for all, not just for
some, and so others do not have to live
with the pain that my family still
experiences.

Thank you so much for
listening.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you.
De nada.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: I saw her

wait all that time, so | let her run over
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a little bit. It was okay.

THE INTERPRETER: Thank you so
much.

COUNCILMAN JONES: But what |
need people to do -- we have to have a
second hearing for another committee --
actually, my committee again -- at 1:30.
So if everybody sticks to the two-minute,
everybody can get their testimony on the
record, if that"s okay with everyone.

All right. Thank you, and
begin your testimony, Sir.

MR. RIVERA: My name s Hiram
Rivera. 1°m the Executive Director of
Philadelphia Student Union. 1711 cut my
summary short.

The Philadelphia Student Union
stands with all the organizations here to
call for an end to all ICE holds and for
the funds that -- the resources that are
used to fund ICE holds be instead put
into funding our starving public school
system.

1"d like to defer the rest of
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my time to the student to my right.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Before you
do that, Philadelphia Student Union for
public schools?

MR. RIVERA: Yes, sir.

COUNCILMAN JONES: I used to be
the Vice President. So welcome.

MR. RIVERA: 1°d like to defer
the rest of my time to the student to my
right so she can read her statement iIn
full.

(Applause.)

MS. ROJAS: Hi. My name is
Karla Rojas and I"m a graduate of
Philadelphia school system and 1™m
currently attending Community College of
Philadelphia. 1°"m also a youth leader at
Juntos. I°"m an undocumented youth.

I came to this country when 1
was seven years old. Through my junior
year of high school, 1 learned 1 was
undocumented. | was scared and confused
because I did not know my rights as an

undocumented youth. I had no hope iIn
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going to college, so | dropped out. 1
got myself together and graduated. My
story is just one story of many out
there.

I graduated, but a lot of
students don"t graduate because of fear
of not going to college, fear that
society is not going to accept them
because of where they come from, fear of
their schools, fear of the police, one
that we can®t to this point.

Why should we put fear iInto our
students? The excuse is that we have no
money. But how come our government is
spending more money on prisons than on
our students? We spend about 10,000 per
year on a student, but spend more than
40,000 per year on our prisoners. Then
we wonder why our dropout rate is high.

The dropout rate iIn
Philadelphia 1s around 43 percent and
close to 50 percent of the Latino males.
We have set up our students to fall into

the system of getting locked up, the
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famous school-to-prison pipeline. How
are we helping the students by making
them feel like they are i1n prison when
they are iIn school, putting bars iIn their
school windows and being put through
metal detectors the moment they step foot
in school?

Why are we shutting education
on innocent kids? They are our future.
Everybody makes mistakes, but they also
need a second chance.

How are we regarding our
students? They fall through the
school-deportation pipeline. Just
because our students made a mistake does
not mean we have to punish them by
locking them up. Most of them made a
simple mistake, like bringing a BB gun to
school or getting into a fight. Why are
we involving school into this? They are
just kids. They don®"t know any better.
IT they got punished already for their
misbehavior, there"s no need to punish

them twice.
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Why are we attacking elementary
schools, middle schools, high schools?
Many of the students come from abusive
homes, live in poverty, disabled.

Instead of helping them, we kick them out
of society and let them fall apart.

First we set up our students
for failure, and now (unintelligible)
that for society, we are breaking our
families apart. Our Immigrant
communities are scared of being separated
from -- our Immigrant communities are
scared of being separated from their
families. They came to this country to
give their family a better life, a better
education. Why are we attacking the
hard-working communities? They came to
this country to work, put food on the
table, and grow as a person with
opportunities this country has to offer.
We arrest them for a crime as little as
driving without a license. So because
they were arrested at the border or are

getting deported and come into the
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country again, it"s considered a crime
that 1s hurting society.

We put ICE holds and make them
pay their mistakes twice. We need to

stop attacking our community, our Kids,

our school, our people, our future. They

are our future. Because when our
communities are under attack, what do we
do? We stand up and fight back. We
stand up and fight back against any ICE
hold in the City of Philadelphia.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: As students
in school, what you should be worried
about 1s what to wear, what to study.
You should have one set of bookbags, not
the burden of dealing with ICE every day
and looking over your shoulder.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you
for your testimony.

MR. KIERNAN: My name 1is

Mia-lia and 1"m reading this for Nancy
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Nguyen of Boat People SOS Delaware
Valley, a Vietnamese community-based
organization.

She says, End all ICE detailners
in Philadelphia. They pose unnecessary
and immediate and lasting threats to our
communities and, in particular, to our
youth.

This 1s a story that many of
you will remember. On December 3rd,
2009, nearly 30 Asian immigrant students
were attacked by theilr peers in an
all-day melee. What became of that
struggle became national news, and in the
immediate aftermath of this bias
violence, students and families were not
reached out to, no phone calls, no
letters, no families were called, no
parents were informed of what had
happened in school. In the face of this
absolute absence of responsibility from
the School District, the students had few
choices, either return to school in

silence or return to school with the
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vengeance and anger that they felt in
their hearts.

However, the seeds of change
had been planted. With support of youth
and community organizers, many of whom
are 1In this room, they turned to a third
choice, which was to catalyze that fear
and anger and pain into a non-violent
protest of all the students® conditions
in the school. They boycotted the school
and demanded a school district that had
safe schools for all students.

In the ensuing weeks, months,
and years, Asian and Southeast Asian
immigrant and refugee adults came out to
support these youth, the adults who faced
those same situations and circumstances a
generation before, except in their day in
the "80s there were no organizations or
mentors or youth organizers to present
another choice to them. So they dropped
out of school to avoid the violence or
they fought back and ended up going

through the school-to-deportation
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pipeline. Decades later, many of them
are facing the deportation crisis that
we"re in today.

We stand here with a long view
of history, and we cannot stand for
another generation of youth to be caught
in these unfair and unjust policies. All
policies are written statements of how we
want to live iIn our cities and our
communities. So we come to you with a
vision for our policies to be written
with the goal of keeping families and
communities together and for that goal to
be youth centered. The first step to
that is to end all ICE detainers in
Philadelphia.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Before you
go, just say your name again for the
record.

MS. KIERNAN: My name 1is
Mia-lia and 1*m reading this for Nancy

Nguyen.

145

Strehlow & Associates, Inc.
(215) 504-4622




© 00 N o o0 B~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

3/12/14 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 130880

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you so
much.

MS. KIERNAN: Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Again, feel
free to summarize. Feel free to submit
it in writing. Feel free.

MS. KELEMEN: 1*11 be quick.

My name is Tasha Kelemen. 1"m the
Executive Director of the Pennsylvania
Immigration and Citizenship Coalition and
proud to be a Philadelphia immigrant.

PICC"s written testimony
described why we support a policy to end
all ICE holds, so I won"t cover that
here. But It is important to provide
some history to the current campaign to
end local police collaboration with
federal law enforcement, because this is
not a new campaign, and when we say that
the Administration acted quickly,
unfortunately they didn"t, although we"re
very happy, of course, that they-“re

moving forward now.
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Many of the organizations and
individuals in this room have been
working to address this issue for over
ten years. PICC started working with
local organizations, including Victim
Witness Services of South Philadelphia,
Community Legal Services, and Juntos, to
address community-police relations iIn
2004. In 2009 and 2010, a coalition of
more than 40 organizations approached
Mayor Nutter and Deputy Mayor Gillison to
restrict police collaboration with ICE
through Secure Communities and to end the
PARS agreement. What is new about the
campaign this time is that diverse
community groups, service providers, and
advocacy organizations came together and
decided to reject the framework imposed
upon us by federal immigration system of
the good immigrant versus the bad
immigrant.
Through a community driven

campaign, we decided to fight for all of

our communities together and not for a
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policy that would leave some communities
out. We know through experience that if
we support a policy that leaves some of
our communities out, they will be left
behind for good and we will have to deal
with the consequent divisions within our
immigrant community.

Implementation of policy is as
important as establishing policy. In
2005, Philadelphia was one of the first,
iIT not the first, cities iIn the country
to have a language access directive for
its police department, and yet today we
still have yet to see a comprehensive
implementation of this policy.

I urge Philadelphia to think
big, to move beyond 99.7 percent to
hundred percent, because by doing that,
we will avoid implementation problems.
We will avoid continued racial profiling
that you®ve heard about today through the
testimonies, and we will not leave
ourselves liable to lawsuits.

Let Philadelphia be at the
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forefront of the municipal push for
immigrant-friendly cities by ending all
ICE holds.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you.

(Applause.)

MS. ALMIRON: Good afternoon.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Good
afternoon.

MS. ALMIRON: My name is Erika
Almiron and I*m here before you today as
the Executive Director of Juntos, a proud
Latina in the City and proud daughter of
immigrants.

Juntos was started over 12
years ago as a support network for new
Latino immigrants in the City, and over
the last 12 years, our community has
worked to address the many concerns they
have encountered in the City of
Philadelphia, the most tragic and
destructive of them being that of
deportations.

Deportations In our city has

led to hundreds of families being
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separated, which in turn has contributed
to the decimation of our communities
through poverty, children being raised
without one or both parents, increased
violence, and further isolation of our
people from accessing a dignified life.

Over the years, Juntos has
worked with many allies in this room and
beyond to address and change an unequal
system that has for decades created a
permanent underclass in the City of poor
people and people of color. |If we do not
work to create changes that challenge and
shatter this unequal system, then we are,
through our silence, feeding it and
helping 1t grow.

Given that, if we do not do the
work to begin to dismantle the
relationship between local police and ICE
by ending all ICE holds, like so many of
the people who spoke before me have
asked, we are also feeding the growing
deportation machine, a machine that has

shattered the lives of almost two million
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families across the country in as little
as five years.

We have an opportunity here to
sit on the side of hope, of love, and
justice by creating a policy that does
not create divisions amongst our
families, one that could begin to rebuild
trust between local police and the
community and one that will ultimately
create a better Philadelphia for all of
us.

As you have seen, there are
many examples of cities across this
country that have taken the courageous
step to publicly announce that they do
not honor any ICE holds. To have a
clear, simple, and concise policy that
creates no confusion on the side of the
Police Department or in our community, to
have a policy that is rooted in the
values of this city. This will offer no
room for uncertainty on how the policy is
implemented, the principles by which it

came forth, and further safeguard the
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City from potential lawsuits, because
every single ICE hold risks violating the
Constitution, the very Constitution that
was signed here in Philadelphia on the
principles we hold dear that makes us a
City of Brotherly Love and Sisterly
Affection.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: I think
they"re cheering because you did it
within the two minutes. But I want to
say this to you, and particularly you.
You hit on a very important point.
Executive orders are executive orders.
Executive action is better, and the
implementation of this -- what 1°d like
to challenge the author of this
resolution and all members of this
committee to do Is as we ask questions
during the budget process of all of these
agencies, to make sure this is collocated
into their practice.

So 1 heard you with my good

152

Strehlow & Associates, Inc.
(215) 504-4622




© 00 N o o0 B~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

3/12/14 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 130880
ear. | have a bad ear, but I heard you
with my good ear, and I want to make sure
that we follow up on that. So thank you
both very much.

(Applause.)
MS. ALMIRON: Councilman Jones,

I know that we"re in a rush. There are a
couple of community members who would
deeply like to say a couple of words. 1
swear they won"t take more than two
minutes. Can we add them In? They“re
already here.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Where are we
on the list?

THE CLERK: We have three
additional witnesses.

COUNCILMAN JONES: We have
three left?

THE CLERK: Three more.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Okay. Two
minutes, you promise.

MS. ALMIRON: I promise.

THE CLERK: Maria Serna, Father

John Olenick, Luz Jimenez.
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(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Add them
now. Tell them to come on up.

MS. SERNA: Good morning --

COUNCILMAN JONES: Good
morning.

MS. SERNA: -- ladies and
gentlemen of Council City. My name is
Maria Serna. 1 am a member of Juntos and
the founder of the Fight for Driver
License Group. 1 want to let you know
also of the history of our state and city
and why the trust between community and
police has been completely broken.

In 2009, I received a letter
from PennDOT, the same letter that close
to 500,000 immigrants in the State of
Pennsylvania received at that point. The
letter said | had to surrender my driver
license. Not knowing what to do, many
member of the community and | began to
hold meetings in Northeast Philadelphia.

After several meetings, five fellow
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immigrants and | decided to take the
State of Pennsylvania to court,
demonstrating that the state had violated
our right to due process. We won the
case, and today I am able to show my
driver license.

COUNCILMAN JONES: All right.

MS. SERNA: This i1s not the
case, however, for thousands upon
thousands of immigrant whose rights have
been trampled on and who lack any sort of
document for recognize their identity.
Lacking a local valid ID or a driver
license, people are placed in difficult
circumstances. When they cross the
police path in the street in a traffic
stop, many of them are really beginning a
process of deportation. The deportation
have broken up families and leave many
young people without one or two parents
to care for them. This i1s why for
Juntos, driver license deportation are
the number one issue to address, why we

have devoted ourselves to build cohesive
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power for our community, to end the
policies and practice that separate our
families.

In Philadelphia, we have seen
cases where being involved in an accident
or even interacting with the police can
lead to deportation. There is an obvious
connection between the lack of local
identification and the beginning of
deportation proceedings. We hear story
after story of families split apart
through deportation because an adult was
pulled over or stopped in a traffic due
to racial profiling. Sometimes a
community member shows their foreign ID,
which immediately trigger a series of
gquestion on migratory status by the
police, even when the Philadelphia Police
Department is under an Executive Order
not to request such information. All of
this history has created a deep culture
of mistrust and fear that has damaged our
community.

Many people live in fear of

156

Strehlow & Associates, Inc.
(215) 504-4622




© 00 N o o0 B~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

3/12/14 - PUBLIC SAFETY - RES. 130880
being pulled over, talking to the police,
reporting incidents, working with police
as victim of crimes. What this has led
to Is an iInsecure community.

ICE holds magnify this problem.

IT there is ever a sentiment that police
are doing federal enforcement, then we
can never, ever begin to build this trust
to engage in deeper communication with
our community.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you.

MS. SERNA: For all these
reasons, we in Juntos and the Fight for
Driver License wish to end all
deportation and all destructive policies
such as ICE holds that endanger our right
to our communities to due process --

COUNCILMAN JONES: Ma"am.

MS. SERNA: -- that breeds fear
and that rips apart families.

Okay. That"s my testimony.

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you so
very much.

(Applause.)
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COUNCILMAN JONES: We have
another hearing starting in ten minutes,
so can people come up that are interested
in testifying, just the limited number,
because we have to end.

And by the way, you did win.
We got a victory today.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

FATHER OLENICK: Good
afternoon, Councilmembers. My name 1is
Father John Olenick. 1"m the Pastor of
Visitation BVM Catholic Church in
Kensington. It"s a pleasure to speak to
you this afternoon. 1°"m here to talk to
you about, as you well know, the City"s
current agreement with ICE and why it
should be morally unacceptable to people
of faith and goodwill.

Laws are meant to serve the
common good of society. It is their aim
to strengthen the bonds of community.
And the current relationship between ICE

and the City of Philadelphia does none of
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these things. In fact, i1t does the
opposite.

Two of the women who have
testified today, Teresa Flores and
Alexandra Mota, are my parishioners.
I"ve heard the stories. |1 know about
parents being led away in handcuffs,
children being tormented, children who
are 1n foster care now and suffer deep
emotional and psychological wounds
because of this policy. This cannot
continue for the good of our
neighborhoods and our city.

In the book of Leviticus taken
from the Jewish Scriptures, Chapter 19,
Verses 33 to 34, we read, When strangers
sojourn with you in your land, you shall
do them no wrong. The strangers who
sojourn with you shall be as natives
among you, and you should love them as
yourselves, because you too were
strangers in Egypt.

This call to hospitality and

divine acknowledgment of human rights of
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all people should spurn us on to
discontinue this unjust agreement between
ICE and our city. ICE holds do nothing
to bring about the kind of city that we
want to live in. The City of Brotherly
and Sisterly Love can no longer be a part
of this unfair and immoral relationship
which promotes fear and ruptures the
bonds of families and communities.
Philadelphia i1s better than this.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: Thank you,
Father.

MS. ALMIRON: 1 have to
translate this. So we could do i1t of one
way. | think you guys have the English
version. We could just have her go in
Spanish if we"re going to shorten it.

COUNCILMAN JONES: That"s a
good idea.

MS. ALMIRON: But I have
something to share with you guys.

(Ms. Aparicio reading her
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testimony in Spanish.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: We"re going
to have to ask that -- because the
stenographer who has done this throughout
the three hours is the same stenographer
that i1s going to have to do the next
hearing, we have to, for humanity®s sake,
give her a break. So we are going to end
testimony.

MS. ALMIRON: Can I explain to
you what the --

COUNCILMAN JONES: Yeah,
because I don"t understand the pictures.

MS. ALMIRON: Juana®s story 1is
that she got into an accident and then,
after the accident, was assaulted by the
person who hit her, and those are the
images of basically all the dental work
that she®s had to get ever since that
accident. And when the police came, they
did not take a report. And even as
people tried to push, they didn*"t take a
report. And what she was summarizing 1Is

that we can"t even begin to address
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issues with the local Police Department
such as those 1t we don"t start getting
fear taken away from the community.

She®"s had $7,000 worth of dental work.

And so 1t"s Important to just recognize
that. Without this starting, we can"t

address anything else.

COUNCILMAN JONES: On behalf of
every person in the City of Philadelphia,
we apologize for your loss. This 1is
horrific, and no one should be brutalized
twice, once by the assailant and then the
second time by the system. So we
apologize on behalf of everyone.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: We want to
thank everyone for coming out today. All
other testimony that you might have can
be submitted in writing. |1 think this is
a historic victory, a step in the right
direction. And we"re not done, because
iT 1 heard nothing else, we need to
implement this policy Into our day-to-day

actions as a city.
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So thank you all. Thank you
all.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JONES: All
testimony will be made a part of the
record. Thank you very much.

This concludes our hearing of
the Public Safety Committee.

(Committee on Public Safety
concluded at 1:25 p.m.)
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