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1                  -  -  - 

2           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Good 

3 morning, everybody.  My name is 

4 Councilman Isaiah Thomas and I am the 

5 Chair of the Streets and Services 

6 Committee.  I want to thank everybody 

7 for viewing this morning and watching 

8 their government in action.  I want to 

9 thank all of my colleagues who came to 

10 join us in the hearing this morning and 

11 everybody that came to testify. 

12           With that being said, we'll 

13 get started with the hearing today.  I 

14 understand that state law currently 

15 requires that the following 

16 announcement be made at the beginning 

17 of every remote public hearing as 

18 follows:  Due to the current public 

19 health emergency, City Council 

20 Committees are currently meeting 

21 remotely.  We are using Microsoft Teams 

22 to make these remote hearings possible.  

23 Instructions for how the public may 

24 view and offer public testimony at 

25 public hearings of Council Committees 



Committee on Streets and Services
June 15, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 3

1 are included in the public hearing 

2 notices that are published in the Daily 

3 News, Inquirer, Legal Intelligencer 

4 prior to the hearings and can also be 

5 found on phlcouncil.com.  

6           I now note that the hour has 

7 come.  Mr. Maynard, will you please 

8 call the roll to take attendance.  

9 Members that are in attendance will 

10 please indicate that you're present 

11 when your name is called.  Also, please 

12 say a few brief words when responding  

13 so that your image will be displayed on 

14 screen when you speak.  Also, please as 

15 a reminder if you're not a member of 

16 Council, please mute your microphone.  

17           Mr. Maynard.

18           THE CLERK:  Chairman Thomas.

19           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Present.  

20           THE CLERK:  Vice-Chairman 

21 Squilla.  Vice-Chairman Squilla.

22           Councilmember Bass.

23           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Present.

24           THE CLERK:  Thank you, 

25 Councilmember.  
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1           Councilmember Oh.

2           COUNCILMAN OH:  Present.  

3 Good morning.  Good to see you, 

4 Chairman.  Thanks for the Committee 

5 hearing.

6           THE CLERK:  Thank you, 

7 Councilmember Oh. 

8           Councilmember Brooks.  

9 Councilmember Brooks.  

10           Councilmember Johnson.

11           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Good 

12 morning.  Good morning, everyone.

13           THE CLERK:  Thank you, 

14 Councilmember Johnson.  

15           Councilmember Gilmore 

16 Richardson.

17           COUNCILWOMAN GILMORE 

18 RICHARDSON:  Good morning.  Good 

19 morning, everyone.

20           THE CLERK:  Thank you, 

21 Councilmember Gilmore Richardson. 

22           Mr. Chairman, we have a 

23 quorum with five members of the seven 

24 members currently present.

25            COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 
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1 you, Mr. Maynard. 

2           A quorum of the Committee is 

3 present and the hearing is now called 

4 to order.  This is a public hearing of 

5 the Committee on Streets and Services 

6 regarding Bill Nos. 200351 and 200352.  

7           Mr. Maynard, will you please 

8 read the title of the bills.  

9 Mr. Maynard, you're on mute.

10           THE CLERK:  Thank you, 

11 Councilmember.

12           Bill No. 200351, an ordinance 

13 authorizing the operation of sidewalk 

14 cafes during the COVID-19 emergency 

15 until December 31, 2020 in areas of the 

16 City where such activity currently must 

17 be otherwise authorized by special 

18 ordinance, and allowing expanded 

19 activity by current licensed sidewalk 

20 café operations, all under certain 

21 terms and conditions.  

22           And Bill No. 200352, an 

23 ordinance amending Chapter 11-100 of 

24 the Philadelphia Code, entitled 

25 "General Provisions," to authorize the 
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1 Streets Department to permit closure of 

2 the public right-of-way, including 

3 onstreet parking spaces, for public 

4 health, welfare and safety purposes 

5 during the COVID-19 public health 

6 emergency until December 31, 2020, 

7 including the expansion of business 

8 uses that cannot operate in indoor 

9 environments or have limited indoor 

10 capacity and/or service due to the 

11 COVID-19 emergency, all under certain 

12 terms and conditions.  

13           Those are the bills before 

14 us, sir.

15           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

16 you, Mr. Maynard.  

17           Before we begin hearing 

18 testimony from the witnesses we have 

19 for today, everyone who has been 

20 invited to the meeting to testify 

21 should be aware that the public hearing 

22 is being recorded.  Because the hearing 

23 is public, participants and viewers 

24 have no reasonable expectation of 

25 privacy.  By continuing to be in the 
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1 meeting, you are consenting to being 

2 recorded.  

3           Additionally, prior to 

4 recognizing members for questions or 

5 comments they have for the witnesses, I 

6 will note for the record at this time 

7 that we will use the chat feature 

8 available in Microsoft Teams to allow 

9 members to signify that they wish to be 

10 recognized.  In order to comply with 

11 the Sunshine Act, the chat feature must 

12 only be used for members purposes.  

13           Mr. Maynard, would you please 

14 call the first panel of witnesses to 

15 testify this morning.

16           THE CLERK:  Just one moment, 

17 Councilmember.

18            COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Take 

19 your time, Mr. Maynard.

20           THE CLERK:  Thank you, sir.  

21 The first panel, Mr. Councilmember, is 

22 Mike Carroll, Richard Montanez, Noelle 

23 Marconi, Sarah Adamo and Karen Lockhart 

24 Fegely.  Will the witnesses be ready.  

25           Mr. Mike Carroll, will you 
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1 begin.  

2           MR. CARROLL:  Thank you.  

3 Good morning, Chairperson Thomas and 

4 members of the Streets and Services 

5 Committee.  My name is Mike Carroll and 

6 I am the Deputy Managing Director of 

7 Office of Transportation, 

8 Infrastructure and Sustainability, we 

9 call oTIS.  I'm here to testify on Bill 

10 Nos. 200351 and 200352.  On behalf of 

11 the Kenney Administration, I want to 

12 thank the bill sponsors Councilmembers 

13 Domb and Henon for sponsoring the 

14 legislation and for working with us on 

15 proposed amendments to Bill No. 200351.  

16           These bills were codified in 

17 the legislation, emergency measures 

18 that provide businesses that are 

19 devoted to dining in leisure and 

20 opportunity to offer dining beyond 

21 limits of Center City.  The bills allow 

22 the City to put forth appropriate 

23 regulations that ensure the enjoyment 

24 and safety of patrons, businesses and 

25 residents alike.  We must recognize 
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1 that the enterprise and innovation of 

2 these businesses has promoted the 

3 resurgence of many diverse 

4 neighborhoods throughout the City over 

5 many years.  It is our job as a City to 

6 make sure they continue to be 

7 successful and these bills will help do 

8 just that.  

9           To that end, we have 

10 identified four paths to create the 

11 space for safe, socially distanced 

12 outdoor dining, including expanded 

13 opportunities for sidewalk cafés, 

14 streeteries to allow dining along the 

15 curbside site on the street, a pilot 

16 program to allow for full street 

17 closures and finally, opportunities for 

18 dining on parking areas and private 

19 lots.  

20           Various City departments 

21 collaborated on providing plain 

22 language guidance and streamlined 

23 electronically accessible application 

24 processes to support outdoor dining 

25 during phase yellow of the COVID 
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1 emergency.  The guidance is available 

2 right now at www.phila.gov/saferhome.  

3 I strongly encourage business owners 

4 and other interested parties to review 

5 that material.  We will be updating our 

6 guidance continuously over the summer 

7 as we learn more from this experience 

8 during the course of combating the 

9 COVID-19 pandemic.  

10           I also note that we've agreed 

11 to waive the license fees so that 

12 applications for sidewalk cafés will be 

13 reviewed within three business days.  

14 More complex proposals like those that 

15 seek to build platforms and parking 

16 lanes will require a longer review 

17 process, but we will do our best to 

18 expedite them as quickly as possible.  

19 The work that has taken to get to this 

20 moment makes me tremendously proud and 

21 I would like to share those sentiments 

22 with you.  

23           The cross-collaboration 

24 involved many City departments.  Many 

25 of our staff devoted long hours of 
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1 their personal time to this effort 

2 while continuously battling the causes 

3 of -- the consequences of the pandemic 

4 and taking care of the regular 

5 business.  Only a few weeks ago on May 

6 27th, Governor Wolf announced that 

7 Philadelphia would be eligible to 

8 transition to phase yellow of the 

9 pandemic and shortly later, he 

10 announced that outdoor dining would be 

11 allowed.  Previous to that moment, 

12 outdoor dining was only participated as 

13 part of phase green and therefore 

14 possibly months further away.  This 

15 required immediate action on the part 

16 of a disparate collection of City 

17 departments, which had only weeks to 

18 endure a significant staff reduction on 

19 their own. 

20           We are grateful for the 

21 opportunity to support the restart of 

22 this sector of the economy and we are 

23 sober about the challenges ahead.  We 

24 do look forward though to the 

25 partnership it will take to be 
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1 successful as we're all in this 

2 together.  Lastly, we need to recognize 

3 that we are at a crossroad.  As we move 

4 forward, we need to continue to take 

5 COVID-19 very seriously.  Many 

6 individuals and some communities across 

7 the nation appear to have abandoned 

8 caution in their approach to reopening.  

9 Our very lives depend on not doing so 

10 here in Philadelphia.  

11           It is the responsibility of 

12 every Philadelphian to be their 

13 neighbor's keeper in making this a 

14 success.  If you see something that 

15 appears wrong, say something.  Be 

16 polite, but let people know that it is 

17 important to be safe, to maintain 

18 social distancing and to keep your face 

19 covered whenever you can.  If we do not 

20 all share an accountability, these new 

21 privileges will all be taken away from 

22 us and I do not mean by any action of 

23 government when I say that.  This would 

24 simply be the fate of underestimating 

25 the persistent hazard of a second 
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1 deadly wave of COVID-19. 

2           The Administration supports 

3 the passage of these bills and I thank 

4 you for this time.  This concludes my 

5 testimony and I'm pleased to answer any 

6 questions you may have.

7           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you 

8 for your testimony.  

9           Before I open the floor up to 

10 any questions, I just want to take a 

11 minute to recognize the Vice-chair of 

12 the Streets and Services Committee 

13 Councilman Mark Squilla as well as our 

14 Council President, Council President 

15 Darrell Clarke.  So thank you for 

16 joining us and we appreciate you guys.  

17           Does anyone have any 

18 questions for this witness?  

19           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  I 

20 actually do.

21           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Council 

22 President, good morning and please.

23           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  

24 Thank you.  Good morning.  Good 

25 morning, everyone.  I don't normally 
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1 make an appearance at Committee 

2 hearings but for this one in 

3 particular, I think I needed to weigh 

4 in for a second.  

5           Thank you, Mr. Carroll, for 

6 your testimony.  I do have some 

7 concerns.  I've spoken to one of the 

8 bill's sponsors.  Saturday drove down 

9 Main Street and went to a couple of 

10 other locations and what I saw was at 

11 the level of concern that I actually 

12 talked to our healthcare professionals.  

13 There was no social distancing.  The 

14 tables were literally six inches apart.  

15 They had these café tables out on the 

16 sidewalk where people were drinking, 

17 doing whatever and they were 

18 face-to-face and it was packed.  It was 

19 clearly no enforcement.  Nobody had 

20 masks on.  You literally could not walk 

21 down the street because of what was 

22 taking place on those sidewalks.  

23           My concern having been a 

24 person who worked on sidewalk 

25 legislation because I do support café 



Committee on Streets and Services
June 15, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 15

1 and sidewalk legislation, I crafted the 

2 legislation that outlined the 

3 guidelines established so you would be 

4 able to have a passageway, all of that, 

5 and it started around Rittenhouse 

6 Square so I'm very familiar with the 

7 issue.  One, as a result of the 

8 encroachment because that's what this 

9 is, and I understand it's short-term 

10 and I understand it's an emergency and 

11 I do more than anybody else probably on 

12 this call or on this Teams understand 

13 the need to get revenue because we're 

14 probably going to get some news 

15 probably in the next couple of days 

16 about declining revenues, but the 

17 simple reality is that there was a 

18 process established where community 

19 residents and all the other entities, 

20 interested parties including the 

21 District Councilperson was deeply 

22 engaged in that process to make sure it 

23 was a smooth transition to this 

24 operation.  I am very concerned that I 

25 don't see that here.  
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1           And while I understand all 

2 the work you have all done, both on and 

3 off the clock, the reality is at the 

4 end of the day if it's a problem on 

5 that sidewalk and if it's a problem in 

6 that neighborhood, guess where the buck 

7 stops.  It's going to stop at the 

8 District Councilperson like everything 

9 else does, so I'm not comfortable with 

10 this.  And I don't know what your 

11 amendments are or what they say.  And 

12 the types of operations, it doesn't 

13 appear to be any review of operations 

14 that could have been nuisance 

15 operations.  That can present a real 

16 challenge.  

17           The sidewalk ordinance that 

18 was crafted in different business 

19 districts was done thoughtfully in a 

20 timely way, adopting guidelines 

21 separate and aside from what we're 

22 dealing with now with this healthcare 

23 crisis, so I'm a little concerned that 

24 in the rush to -- and again, I want to 

25 emphasize I do support sidewalk cafés 
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1 because we need some sort of revenue, 

2 but the rush to get people back into 

3 business has not been nearly enough 

4 collaboration because frankly speaking, 

5 I haven't been a part of that 

6 collaboration as the District 

7 Councilperson that represents a 

8 significant part of the City that will 

9 have this activity.  I just want to go 

10 on the record that health care and 

11 sign-off really concerns me because 

12 this could potentially be problems for 

13 the residents on that block.  

14           As you know, there are areas 

15 where you have commercial corridors 

16 where you have residents living on the 

17 same block.  I understand that there 

18 could potentially be a situation where 

19 the sidewalk cafés can literally go and 

20 utilize the adjacent property owner's 

21 sidewalk.  I understand what 

22 everybody's trying to do, but I'm 

23 really concerned about the pace of this 

24 and whether or not there's been some 

25 thoughtful consideration beyond just 
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1 the need to get people up and running.

2           MS. CARROLL:  Yeah, I hear 

3 everything you're saying, Council 

4 President, and I think what we're 

5 looking at is that trade-off.  It just 

6 came at us.  It came at us a little 

7 faster than we thought it would come. 

8 We did the best we could to maintain 

9 that dialogue with Council.  I myself 

10 had some conversations with your staff.  

11 We could do more, but the trade-off in 

12 doing more of that is that we would 

13 take longer to get to the finish line 

14 we feel like, especially with 

15 everything going on with us and 

16 everything going on with Council 

17 frankly trying to wrap up the budget, 

18 and it wasn't very clear at the 

19 beginning that there would be enough 

20 time in this session to get this done 

21 legislatively.  So being here in front 

22 of you being able to talk about it, I 

23 think that's certainly a milestone.  

24           But I want to be very clear 

25 that this is not the finish line.  This 
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1 is the start.  To break things down a 

2 little bit, folks who had the existing 

3 licenses, the decision was made pretty 

4 quickly to give them the opportunity to 

5 go back out and start earning revenue 

6 again.  And I think that sort of sets 

7 the whole stack of dominos in motion in 

8 some respects because the fact is that 

9 people who don't have that ability to 

10 see that and then the question is what 

11 are they going to do, and a lot of what 

12 you see out on the street really isn't 

13 sanctioned by law.  It's people who are 

14 taking it on their own initiative to go 

15 ahead and set up something in the 

16 right-of-way and to start doing 

17 business, although legally they 

18 probably don't have the right to in 

19 many cases.  So what we were faced with 

20 is to some extent the dilemma of trying 

21 to chase that from an enforcement 

22 perspective or getting in front of it 

23 and trying to provide some guidance 

24 that's going to try and channel 

25 people's behavior towards the best 
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1 outcome we could hope for, and that's 

2 kind of the approach we took.  By 

3 putting the guidance out there 

4 publicly, we expect everybody to look 

5 at that and to get registered so that 

6 we do have kind of a carrot and a 

7 stick.  

8           We're going to be stepping up 

9 the enforcement as we go along a little 

10 bit, and the enforcers actually need to 

11 know what rules they're asking people 

12 to abide by because you can imagine 

13 people who typically are on the street 

14 from either a Sanitation perspective, a 

15 Streets perspective or an L&I 

16 perspective, they weren't trained to 

17 enforce some of the health guidance 

18 that's been established in the last 

19 couple of weeks or couple of months, so 

20 we need to get them up to speed and get 

21 that collaboration within the 

22 Administration going so that they can 

23 call on those resources, they have some 

24 simple information to work with and 

25 they know where to point people in 
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1 terms of how to do things right.  

2           I certainly would not want to 

3 say that this isn't something that's 

4 going to be messy now and then and we 

5 do need to fine-tune a lot of it if 

6 we're going to get done.  And so, we're 

7 very interested in working with Council 

8 to figure out how to do that.

9           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  

10 With all due respect, the balance that 

11 you reference when you're talking about 

12 the livelihood, literally the life of 

13 individuals, because more so than 

14 community sign-off and Council 

15 sign-off, this whole issue around 

16 health guidance I'm very concerned 

17 about the fact that although you 

18 reference employees, and I don't know 

19 where they're coming from to step up 

20 enforcement because there's a 

21 likelihood that we may end up cutting 

22 back on employees based on the budget, 

23 if you don't pay attention to the 

24 healthcare issues as it relates to 

25 folks sitting next to each other up in 
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1 each other's face drinking and talking, 

2 right, you're going to quickly be back 

3 in the red.  

4           In your presentation, I don't 

5 get a sense that -- and I shouldn't 

6 just be talking to you directly because 

7 I know you're not the bill's sponsor 

8 but I'm just very concerned that the 

9 balance should be weighted towards 

10 health care.  And I don't know where 

11 these people are going to be to enforce 

12 it because there's no enforcement now, 

13 and we're not looking likely to add any 

14 additional people to the City's 

15 workforce given our budget, which I 

16 said we're going to get some very 

17 difficult news in a couple of days. 

18           So the rush out here to do 

19 this kind of reminds me of a certain 

20 person now, and I'm not comparing you 

21 all to the guy at 1600 Pennsylvania 

22 Avenue, but this whole rush of trying 

23 to get the economy up and running, we 

24 got to make sure that we have 

25 guidelines.  We got to make sure that 
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1 there's enforcement.  We have to make 

2 sure that these restaurateurs 

3 understand that you cannot set up 

4 chairs and tables literally next to 

5 each other.  It was six inches at best, 

6 and people were packed because people 

7 were pinned up.  People want to get out 

8 there.  I understand that.  But the 

9 potential outcome of us not paying 

10 attention to these guidelines, and as 

11 you all know the coronavirus is here.  

12 Just because it's warm and it's a 

13 holiday, it didn't just decide to take 

14 off so we can enjoy ourselves. 

15           So I really need to hear a 

16 little more about that.  I need you to 

17 take it -- I'm not going to say that.  

18 I need you to give me a sense that this 

19 is going to be dealt with in a 

20 meaningful way.  That restaurants 

21 understand that if you don't adhere to 

22 the guidelines, you literally will be 

23 eliminated from this program -- 

24           MR. CARROLL:  Yes.

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  -- 
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1 and neighborhoods.  And we saw 

2 enforcement in neighborhoods is not 

3 like enforcement in Center City, 

4 unfortunately in the recent protests.  

5 You can't even enforce in some 

6 instances the criminal activity, so to 

7 think that somehow we're going to be 

8 able to enforce sidewalk cafés, I just 

9 don't see it.

10           MR. CARROLL:  Absolutely.  

11 And people need to know we are going to 

12 take your licenses away.  Not just the 

13 permit to be out on the street with a 

14 sidewalk café, all of your licenses are 

15 at stake if you violate the rules.  So 

16 there will be a challenge getting 

17 enough boots on the ground so the path 

18 we take there is the severity of the 

19 consequences is extreme, and that's the 

20 best we can do with that.  But I feel 

21 like if we put that out there, you will 

22 lose all of your licenses if you 

23 persist in the wrong behavior.  

24 Everyone should get some warnings, but 

25 beyond two warnings you're going to be 
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1 in trouble.  You clearly have 

2 demonstrated you cannot protect the 

3 public safety.  And hopefully, that 

4 message becomes very strong for 

5 everybody.  We will do our best.

6           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  I 

7 would like to see the guidelines in 

8 writing that you've established for 

9 both the operation and the enforcement 

10 and who will be the enforcement.

11           MR. CARROLL:  Okay.  Yeah, we 

12 are working on that now.  Hopefully, by 

13 the end of this week or middle of this 

14 week that will be all spelled out.

15           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  

16 All right.  I've been a veteran of 

17 these hearings for a long, long time 

18 and I've heard promises and commitments 

19 and some of them I'm still waiting for 

20 from years past.  Not to suggest that 

21 you did that, but been there, heard 

22 that.

23           MR. CARROLL:  Understood.

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  

25 Thank you.  
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1           Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

2           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

3 you, Council President.  

4           The Chair is going to 

5 recognize Councilmember Domb first so 

6 he can talk about and elaborate on the 

7 bill.  And then after Councilmember 

8 Domb, we're going to recognize 

9 Vice-chair Squilla for a question, then 

10 Councilmember Oh and then Councilmember 

11 Bass.  

12           Councilmember Domb.

13           COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Thank you, 

14 Mr. Chairman, and good morning, 

15 everyone.  

16           I just want everyone to be 

17 aware that we are submitting amendments 

18 to allow for input related to the 

19 health and safety of the community by 

20 both District Councilmembers and 

21 community members during the review 

22 process.  So hopefully, those 

23 amendments will be received very soon 

24 and we're trying to address all of the 

25 concerns.  
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1           I know the Council President 

2 and I spoke yesterday about those 

3 issues and we would like to address 

4 those issues.  So we want to figure out 

5 a way to make sure that District 

6 Councilpeople have a way in and that 

7 the health issues that the Council 

8 President discussed that he saw in one 

9 of the areas of the City does not occur 

10 across the City with the special social 

11 distancing and if anyone violates it, 

12 their license has to be pulled.  So 

13 we'll distribute those amendments and 

14 hopefully, those will be acceptable.  

15           And I wanted to just speak 

16 about these two bills today for a 

17 moment.  The two bills we're discussing 

18 today are really vital to creating a 

19 healthy and safe what we call smart 

20 restart.  I want to thank my colleague 

21 Councilmember Bobby Henon for 

22 co-introducing these bills.  

23           Also, I want to recognize 

24 everyone on the Hospitality Working 

25 Group which included Councilmembers 



Committee on Streets and Services
June 15, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 28

1 Clarke, Quinones-Sanchez, Parker, 

2 Squilla, Johnson, Henon, Green and 

3 Gilmore Richardson, along with the 

4 Pennsylvania Restaurant and Lodging 

5 Association, especially our area 

6 restaurants, the Hotel Association Ed 

7 Gross and other associations and labor  

8 members.  

9           We created this working group 

10 to seek input and guidance from 

11 industry leaders regarding how Council 

12 could help them weather this crisis.  

13 We heard a few issues raised 

14 immediately.  One was the issue of food 

15 delivery service contractors, which I 

16 want to thank Councilmember Parker for 

17 taking on last week.  Another was the 

18 need for a plan to help restaurants 

19 fill their seats within the rules and 

20 regulations given to us from our public 

21 health experts.  So today's bills are 

22 the result of our findings and 

23 discussions generated through the 

24 Hospitality Working Group.  

25           The first bill which we've 
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1 heard will allow restaurants regardless 

2 of where they're located, that's Bill 

3 200351, to offer safe outdoor seating 

4 and café space on sidewalks in 

5 accordance with the City's specified 

6 rules and regulations.  The second bill 

7 200352 will allow the Streets 

8 Department to close all or portions of 

9 certain streets, cartway spaces 

10 including onstreet parking spaces to 

11 support the expanded outdoor seating 

12 opportunity.  Being able to use 

13 right-of-way in the streets gives 

14 restaurants with smaller indoor 

15 settings additional options to 

16 accommodate proper distancing for 

17 diners.  

18           We wanted to make sure that 

19 when the City moves to the yellow phase 

20 we are prepared to allow for outdoor 

21 seating city-wide.  And the legislation 

22 reassures businesses that the City's 

23 efforts to help them reopen are clearly 

24 defined and written into our Code 

25 during COVID-19.  We appreciate the 
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1 Mayor's Administration for providing 

2 input on these bills and want the 

3 legislation to complement their current 

4 efforts.  

5           City government right now in 

6 this climate has to be flexible and 

7 immediate in its ability to respond to 

8 the constantly changing dynamics 

9 associated with the COVID-19 pandemic, 

10 and I along with my colleagues look 

11 forward to the passage of these bills 

12 with the amendments so that we can 

13 assist the hospitality industry in a 

14 safe way all around the City during 

15 this challenging time.  Thank you very 

16 much.  

17           Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

18           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

19 you, Councilmember Domb.  

20           Just for the record, I would 

21 also like to note that Councilmember 

22 Kendra Brooks has joined us.  Good 

23 morning, Councilmember.  

24           Chair recognizes 

25 Councilmember Squilla.
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1           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank 

2 you, Mr. Chairman.  I appreciate the 

3 opportunity to speak and ask a 

4 question.  

5           President Clarke had asked 

6 the question about the Councilmembers' 

7 input.  But to Mike Carroll, if there 

8 are things that we see as this 

9 progresses since I know it sunsets at 

10 the end of the year, is there a way 

11 since it's a regulation to adopt the 

12 regulation to make changes during this 

13 process even though somebody already 

14 has a permit and if we could tweak 

15 things along the way if we see it 

16 causes problems in certain areas?  

17           MR. CARROLL:  Yeah, we can 

18 make some adjustments through 

19 regulations for sure.  There are going 

20 to be some limits.  The broad scope of 

21 this is going to be set by the 

22 legislation.  But fortunately, the 

23 legislation allows for regulation and 

24 that kind of gives us the one-two punch 

25 to refine this over the summer.
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1           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Right, 

2 because I think obviously everything 

3 looks good on paper sometimes until we 

4 put it into practice and this doesn't 

5 really work, right.  So if we have that 

6 ability to say, all right, this is what 

7 we said initially but this has now 

8 changed and we have to amend this in a 

9 way to let the folks know, and I think 

10 the other thing is to be able to have a 

11 hand if there is some pushback from the 

12 community or an operator who's not 

13 acting properly or maybe goes after the 

14 allowed hours, the recourse has to be 

15 there where we could then act on it and 

16 not have to go through a six-month 

17 process to make a decision.

18           MR. CARROLL:  I might ask 

19 maybe Sarah Adamo from L&I to weigh in 

20 a little bit about the different steps 

21 that would be taken in case of 

22 violations and in particular when we're 

23 dealing with nuisance businesses.  

24           Sarah, would you be kind 

25 enough to come off mute and give a 
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1 little bit of feedback on that?  

2           MS. ADAMO:  Sure.  We've had 

3 a couple of meetings about this topic 

4 within the past few days and we are 

5 prepared to draft and hopefully 

6 finalize an MOU between multiple 

7 departments by the end of the week.  

8 This would really be a multi-faceted 

9 approach to the enforcement of these 

10 different streeteries and sidewalk 

11 cafés.  It would include Streets sweeps 

12 officers, Health Department, 911, 

13 Police Department as well as the 

14 Parking Authority.  

15           And what we're trying to 

16 draft in this MOU is a process where 

17 there's essentially three warnings and 

18 then your license gets pulled.  Both 

19 Health and L&I have the authority to 

20 revoke licenses so depending on what 

21 the violations are, we need a lot of 

22 communication between all these 

23 departments that would be enforcing.  

24 So that's really what our goal with 

25 this MOU, to document -- essentially 
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1 create a flowchart.  If the violation 

2 is behavioral, it would start with the 

3 Police Department. 

4           If it's social distancing, it 

5 would start with Health.  If it's a 

6 physical issue related to your street 

7 area or sidewalk café, it starts with 

8 Streets Department and then it will end 

9 up with either L&I or Health to pull 

10 the license when appropriate.

11           MR. CARROLL:  Thank you.  I 

12 also want to add we will do our best to 

13 kind of have that conversation upfront 

14 with the businesses.  We tried to pull 

15 as much as possible the context for 

16 this into the guidance document.  But 

17 what we're hearing from the businesses 

18 is that they are very desperate and 

19 they need to get out there because this 

20 is their survival at stake.  And so, if 

21 there's issues, the message back to the 

22 businesses is something along the lines 

23 of you can't afford to screw this up; 

24 you're not going to be in business if 

25 you keep coming back needing second 
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1 chances so do it right the first time.  

2 And that approach I think hopefully 

3 gets us that responsiveness and 

4 accountability that I spoke about in my 

5 testimony, because that's what it's 

6 going to take for this to work.  People 

7 just have to be accountable.

8           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Well, I 

9 think you're going to see that from 

10 most of them.  Always outliers there 

11 that always want to push the envelope 

12 for whatever reason and they're the 

13 ones that make it bad for everybody 

14 else.  So as long as we have the 

15 flexibility to deal with them, and if 

16 they go over hours or whatever it may 

17 be, if we can do that and therefore you 

18 don't end up throwing the baby out with 

19 the bath water and scrapping 

20 everything.  As long as we have a way 

21 to stop that, that would help us to 

22 then be able to get rid of the bad 

23 actors and keep the people who are 

24 serious about doing the business able 

25 to continue to do that, so that was 
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1 just my concern.  And obviously, it's 

2 still a work in progress and we'll 

3 continue to work in that manner to make 

4 sure that everybody abides by the 

5 rules.  Thank you.

6           MR. CARROLL:  Thank you.

7           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

8 you, Councilmember.  

9           Chair recognizes 

10 Councilmember Oh.

11           COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you 

12 very much, Chairman.  I don't so much 

13 have a question but if you could 

14 respond, that would be great.  I just 

15 want to say that I support this 

16 legislation.  I think everybody does, 

17 its intention.  But as an At-large 

18 Councilmember, I generally think in 

19 terms of the City but not the Districts 

20 and I've heard from District 

21 Councilpeople that they are concerned, 

22 and I agree and appreciate the fact 

23 that they know their Districts and the 

24 nooks and crannies far better than I 

25 do.  They know the history of the 
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1 businesses, as Council President said 

2 who's the good actors, not-so-good 

3 actors.  

4           I go through the whole City 

5 but I am not in each of the Districts 

6 as much as the District Councilpeople, 

7 so I'm glad to hear that there are 

8 discussions and amendments.  I'd like 

9 to make sure that they're satisfactory 

10 to the District Councilmembers who are 

11 engaged.  With that said, I will say 

12 that I completely agree with you, 

13 Deputy Mayor, that businesses which 

14 provide jobs, health insurance and 

15 much-needed tax revenues to this City 

16 are in great jeopardy and so are we.  

17           I think it's made worse by 

18 the fact that we don't have a 

19 regional -- there's no consistent 

20 regional guideline or protocol.  What I 

21 see is that right now people that I 

22 know can go 15 minutes out from where I 

23 live into a different county or 35 

24 minutes into another county and join 

25 the gym.  They can go to restaurants. 
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1 They socialize.  They go to the shore 

2 and then they come back to 

3 Philadelphia.  And so, I'm not sure 

4 kind of like if people are going out 

5 and doing all of these things and 

6 coming back into the City where they 

7 mix and mingle with everyone else, and 

8 there has been a lot of people 

9 gathering as a result of the issues of 

10 the murder of George Floyd.  

11           Important issues of course, 

12 but that further has kind of said to 

13 people what is with the social 

14 distancing.  I think the social 

15 distancing is losing a lot of 

16 credibility even though it's -- I'm not 

17 saying it's not important; it is 

18 important.  But what happens is we did 

19 the social distancing I understood, 

20 when I say we, government, because of 

21 lack of capacity in the healthcare 

22 system.  There's no lack of capacity 

23 right now.  Of course, you have to be 

24 concerned about when people get 

25 together there will be a lack of 
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1 capacity, but so far the Liacouras 

2 Center isn't used.  We stopped talking 

3 about the Convention Center, Hahnemann 

4 University, all that type of thing is 

5 challenging.  And so, I do think that 

6 there are really a lot of doubts. 

7           I would say that faith in 

8 government is at an all-time low for a 

9 lot of reasons.  And I hope that this 

10 bill can be amended in an intelligent 

11 way for the particulars of each section 

12 of the City, but also recognizing that 

13 people can do and are doing a lot of 

14 things that they didn't used to do 

15 outside of our City and they are 

16 changing their habits and they are 

17 increasing their social contact and 

18 they're coming to a city that once 

19 they've changed those behaviors, it 

20 takes them a long time, if at all, to 

21 return to what they're doing in our 

22 City.  So I know it's a lot on your 

23 plate and I appreciate the work that 

24 you're doing.  Thank you.

25           MR. CARROLL:  Thank you, 
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1 Councilman.  

2           COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you, 

3 Chairman.

4           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

5 you, Councilmember.  

6           Chair recognizes Councilwoman 

7 Bass.

8           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good 

9 morning.  Good morning, Michael.  How 

10 are you?

11           MR. CARROLL:  Good morning.  

12 How are you today, Councilwoman? 

13           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I'm doing 

14 very well.  Thank you for asking.  I 

15 have some concerns about this bill.  I 

16 talked to the bill sponsors last night 

17 and again this morning and we've talked 

18 with staff.  And I share a lot of the 

19 Council President's concerns, one about 

20 safety and social distancing.  And it 

21 appears right now that there is mixed 

22 messaging, that we're telling people to 

23 do all the things that we were saying 

24 and just a month ago, two months ago 

25 but it doesn't feel as if people are 



Committee on Streets and Services
June 15, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 41

1 really taking it seriously in a lot of 

2 neighborhoods, in a lot of areas.  

3 People want to get out.  The weather's 

4 nice.  I understand all of that, but I 

5 have a lot of concerns about the social 

6 distancing aspect of what is being 

7 proposed. 

8           The second and I think 

9 probably the larger concern at this 

10 moment is once we get past COVID and 

11 once we get past the health and safety 

12 concerns that we have right now is the 

13 ongoing problem which has been nuisance 

14 businesses operating in the Districts.  

15 And as you are aware, I've been working 

16 around how do we effect nuisance 

17 businesses, how do we really have a 

18 quality of businesses throughout our 

19 entire City so that I can eat and have 

20 a similar experience in Chestnut Hill 

21 or Rittenhouse Square that I'm going to 

22 have on North 22nd Street or in 

23 Germantown or in Logan or any other 

24 part of the City of Philadelphia.  And 

25 so, right now that's not what we have. 
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1           In my District, I represent 

2 Chestnut Hill, Mount Airy, Germantown, 

3 Nicetown, Tioga, part of Olney, part of 

4 Logan, part of Feltonville and part of 

5 North Philadelphia and part of West Oak 

6 Lane.  Outside of the Chestnut Hill and 

7 Mount Airy commercial corridors, we 

8 don't have the quality of restaurants 

9 that I would like to see.  And what we 

10 do have, there's a few here and there 

11 but overall, we don't have the same 

12 sort of sit-down dining experience that 

13 you have in other communities. 

14           And so, what we do have and 

15 I've said this before, we have a lot of 

16 nuisance establishments which includes 

17 stop-and-go establishments which have a 

18 liquor license and so they say they 

19 sell food.  Normally, that food is hot 

20 dogs or it's oodles and noodles or 

21 Ramen noodles or whatever you want to 

22 call them.  And so, they've been able 

23 to operate during COVID as if they have 

24 a real restaurant and they're serving 

25 real food when we all know, those of us 
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1 who know, know what they did was 

2 essentially they moved their operation 

3 to the sidewalk for pickup and people 

4 are picking up shots of liquor and 

5 they're consuming them out on the 

6 sidewalk.  

7           And so, this is something 

8 that I've been talking about for years. 

9 I know that you're familiar with it and 

10 we worked with Commissioner Perri, 

11 Commissioner Farley who have been great 

12 and who certainly recognize the concern 

13 and the issue, but we really haven't 

14 moved the needle.  And my concern is 

15 that just sort of granting this 

16 opportunity without having input from 

17 the District Councilperson is a 

18 problem.  So as I said, I've spoken 

19 with the bill's sponsor.  I know that 

20 they are going to have some amendments 

21 that are going to be offered that our 

22 office is going to review this morning.  

23           I'm not going to be able to 

24 support this bill, either of these 

25 bills, without District Council's 
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1 support being added in and that is 

2 absolutely a necessity.  I heard it 

3 being said a couple of times that there 

4 was going to be a District Council 

5 weigh-in and community weigh-in.  

6           Does that mean I just give a 

7 letter of this is what I think and then 

8 I've weighed in; is that what that 

9 means?  Or does it mean more 

10 significantly that I have the 

11 opportunity to say yea or nay?  Because 

12 at the end of the day, the District 

13 Councilperson is the person who is 

14 called; Councilwoman Bass, what are you 

15 going to do about this, what are you 

16 going to do about that.  And if I don't 

17 have a ready answer that, okay, we're 

18 going to enforce and we're going to 

19 shut down a nuisance stop-and-go, which 

20 is right now serving shots of liquor to 

21 people who are inebriated out on the 

22 sidewalk right now, what kind of 

23 response am I going to be able to give 

24 people.  

25           I agree with my colleague 
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1 Councilman Oh that there is an all-time 

2 low in terms of respect and belief in 

3 government, and I think that what we 

4 need to do is make sure that government 

5 works for everyone.  And if we're going 

6 to put out a proposal like this, we 

7 really have to make sure that this is 

8 going to work for everyone, not just 

9 Rittenhouse Square and Chestnut Hill, 

10 but it's got to work in North Philly, 

11 it's got to work in West Philly, it's 

12 got to work in the hood, so to speak, 

13 that people are -- their concerns are 

14 addressed.  So I just wanted to put 

15 that out there.  

16           And I also really quickly 

17 wanted to mention that in 2016, I 

18 believe it was, we did a bill called 

19 the Nuisance Business bill, which is 

20 with three warnings your license could 

21 be pulled by L&I.  Based on what I have 

22 seen so far because it requires really 

23 the community to provide a level of 

24 information to enforcement because we 

25 didn't have enough inspectors to do 
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1 enforcement and to look out for these 

2 nuisance issues on their own, and it's 

3 my understanding that even though this 

4 bill was passed in 2016 which required 

5 the three warnings and then the license 

6 could be pulled, to my knowledge I 

7 don't know that this has happened, that 

8 this has occurred.  So even though 

9 we're circulating an MOU saying the 

10 exact same thing right now, we have a 

11 bill on the books and we haven't had 

12 the level of enforcement on that, that 

13 we would like to see.  So I don't know 

14 if you can address that later down the 

15 road in this hearing, but that's 

16 certainly something that I would like 

17 to have addressed.  

18           So thank you, Mr. Chairman.

19           MR. CARROLL:  Yeah.  If I can 

20 just respond very quickly on a couple 

21 of things. 

22           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Sure.

23           MR. CARROLL:  We definitely 

24 understand what you're talking about.  

25 That is something we've been 
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1 considering from the very beginning, 

2 also in talking these issues out with 

3 the bills' sponsors.  I think the thing 

4 that we are relying on Council for is 

5 to kind of set that balance between the 

6 amount of weigh-in and input that needs 

7 to take place at the District level and 

8 the timeliness and what you're looking 

9 at and what we've made public in terms 

10 of our guidance at least for this 

11 interim period.  

12           We have shifted towards the 

13 timeliness, trying to get this done 

14 sooner understanding the level of 

15 desperation.  Now, Council has an 

16 opportunity to reset that balance so 

17 that that weigh-in is more meaningful.  

18 And I do understand from some of the 

19 back and forth the Law Department wants 

20 to try and set some parameters to make 

21 sure there's sort of a relationship 

22 between the legislation that's on the 

23 book and the way that the 

24 Administration enforces it and makes 

25 use of that input.  So how fine-tuned 
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1 we can be I think is the main issue 

2 that that's going to create.  But I 

3 think we do have an opportunity as 

4 we're looking to make these amendments 

5 to try to get these individual 

6 trade-offs right, so we're eager to see 

7 how we can work this stuff out.

8           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I think 

9 that the Administration and I think the 

10 bill sponsors, everybody has the best 

11 of intentions.  But again, as a 

12 District Councilperson I know who the 

13 good players are and I know who the 

14 not-so-good players are.  There's no 

15 reason -- I don't want a business to be 

16 able to have sidewalk sales and 

17 increase their business and stay afloat 

18 where we have good businesses that in 

19 commercial corridors that desperately 

20 need them.  There's no reason that we 

21 want to stand in the way.  But I also 

22 think that if we do sidewalk sales and 

23 I know that this again goes until 

24 December, and then these particular 

25 licenses would fade away, is that 
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1 correct, they would sunset in December?  

2           MR. CARROLL:  Councilwoman, 

3 yes, that's correct.

4           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  So 

5 it hasn't been lost on me that these 

6 licenses could go until December and in 

7 some areas where you have nuisance 

8 businesses, they are going to be 

9 outside in December.  I know people 

10 think, oh, well, it's just a spring or 

11 summer thing.  No, because what is 

12 going to happen is you're going to have 

13 people who have other intentions, I'll 

14 just put it that way, who are going to 

15 be in those seats on those sidewalks.  

16 And so, again this becomes problematic 

17 for those of us who are in the District 

18 and who know our Districts well.  We 

19 really do have to have an opportunity 

20 to more than just weigh in and say what 

21 we think, but to say if a project can 

22 go forward.  So again, I would like to 

23 be able to support this opportunity for 

24 restaurants and businesses to be able 

25 to get back on their feet, but there 
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1 has to be some recognition that what 

2 happens in a lot of our neighborhoods 

3 is different than what happens in 

4 Center City and some of our more 

5 affluent neighborhoods.  So thank you.

6           MR. CARROLL:  Thank you.

7           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

8 you, Councilmember Bass.  

9           Chair recognizes 

10 Councilmember Gilmore Richardson.

11           COUNCILWOMAN GILMORE 

12 RICHARDSON:  Thank you so much, 

13 Mr. Chair.

14           And I just wanted to put on 

15 the record and thank my colleague 

16 Councilmember Domb for convening the 

17 Hospitality Working Group and for their 

18 work on these bills, and I also 

19 appreciate the concerns raised by the 

20 District Councilmembers including our 

21 Council President around the nuance 

22 challenges and issues relative to what 

23 goes on in our neighborhoods.  

24           I wanted to further clarify 

25 and talk about when this bill was 



Committee on Streets and Services
June 15, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 51

1 sunset.  You would sunset this bill in 

2 December.  But how do you plan to work 

3 with those businesses moving forward 

4 who do not have permanent sidewalk 

5 cafés to ensure that they can start the 

6 process, because my office has worked 

7 with one constituent, one business that 

8 needed assistance with getting this 

9 approval and they really had a hard 

10 time interfacing with the City, and 

11 contacted our office and we helped them 

12 and eventually more than a year later 

13 they were able to have sidewalk seating 

14 outside of their business.  

15           But how does the City, in 

16 particular these departments, 

17 Mr. Carroll, plan on working with these 

18 businesses so that they can work within 

19 the confines of the normal process 

20 which includes District Councilmember 

21 input to ensure that they can have this 

22 type of seating either moving forward 

23 or they go through the regular process 

24 which would have District Councilperson 

25 input?  
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1           MR. CARROLL:  So you are 

2 correct, this is going to last through 

3 December and then hopefully, God 

4 willing, everything goes back more or 

5 less to normal, but we do understand 

6 what previously had been normal may not 

7 be good enough for certain people in 

8 certain circumstances.  So just to set 

9 the theme, I'm hopeful that we learn a 

10 lot from interacting with a different 

11 variety of businesses than we typically 

12 do around these issues that we can 

13 carry forward on a permanent basis.  

14 But I can't say quite this time what 

15 that's going to look like beyond sort 

16 of like a continuous improvement 

17 approach that we take. 

18           I should be real clear, the 

19 reason why we provided four different 

20 options is because any one option isn't 

21 going to work in every situation.  So 

22 you will find in a variety of locations 

23 that there just isn't enough sidewalk.  

24 Especially when we're talking about 

25 social distancing, that is not going to 
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1 be a workable approach for certain 

2 businesses so that is why we made the 

3 parking lane available for what we call 

4 streeteries or curbside dining.  And 

5 one of the things we may learn that 

6 that needs to be a permanent 

7 opportunity for people because even if 

8 COVID-19 wasn't in front of us when you 

9 talk about ADA, when you talk about 

10 folks in wheelchairs or blind folks 

11 getting by cafés which has been shown 

12 to be an issue, when you talk about the 

13 complete streets policies the City has 

14 with respect to just anybody having an 

15 adequate amount of space without pit 

16 voids or kind of needing to duck and 

17 dodge people in chairs.  The sidewalk 

18 isn't always the best place to do this, 

19 so we need to keep a real perspective 

20 on broadening out the opportunities for 

21 people.  So I suspect that that's going 

22 to be an important set of tools for us 

23 to work with to make these options open 

24 for people.

25           COUNCILWOMAN GILMORE 
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1 RICHARDSON:  Sure.  And I say that 

2 knowing that we don't have an exact 

3 timetable on when a vaccine will be 

4 available.  So we have to plan for that 

5 from a public health perspective and 

6 think about that as we move forward 

7 with the reopening phases in the City.  

8 But I just want to put on the record 

9 that I had concerns around the 

10 lengthiness of the process for a 

11 business that we had worked with and 

12 how we are ensuring that the District 

13 Councilmembers can have input.

14           MR. CARROLL:  So I would 

15 appreciate if you could give me some 

16 specifics and I'll work with the other 

17 departments to make sure we take a good 

18 look and kind of do some analysis to 

19 figure out what happened in that 

20 situation so that we can make any fixes 

21 we need to and make sure next time 

22 around is much smoother.

23           COUNCILWOMAN GILMORE 

24 RICHARDSON:  Sure.  I appreciate that.  

25 I'll have my office follow up with your 
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1 team offline with the information.  

2           Thank you so much, Mr. Chair.

3           MR. CARROLL:  Thank you.

4           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

5 you, Councilmember.  

6           Chair again recognizes 

7 Councilmember Squilla.

8           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank 

9 you, Mr. Chairman.  

10           And I'd like to -- now, to 

11 apply for these online, what I 

12 understand the tax clearance site is 

13 down so people aren't able to apply.  

14 Is that something that has to be 

15 corrected or they can do that while the 

16 tax clearance site is still down?  

17           MR. CARROLL:  I feel like 

18 they should be able to do it at the end 

19 of the tax clearance site.  The 

20 applications that we have set up are 

21 working through Licenses and 

22 Inspections eCLIPSE platform, so there 

23 is an expectation that folks are either 

24 in tax compliance or they're actively 

25 in a program.  I do not think that the 
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1 check though requires any access to the 

2 tax site.  And so, we're taking it on 

3 faith that people affirming their 

4 status are telling us (inaudible).  And 

5 so, we can follow up after the fact if 

6 we find out that they don't have the 

7 tax clearance or they don't have a food 

8 license or they don't have a business 

9 license.  These are things that we're 

10 willing at least to get out of the gate 

11 to address as follow-up.

12           MS. ADAMO:  May I chime in, 

13 please?  

14           MR. CARROLL:  Go ahead, 

15 Sarah.

16           MS. ADAMO:  So eCLIPSE, 

17 although it is a separate site from the 

18 tax revenue tax clearance site, they 

19 are tied together.  So prior to license 

20 issuance, a tax check is done.  My 

21 understanding is that since most 

22 restaurants recently would have had to 

23 renew their license just because of the 

24 time of year that it is, most 

25 restaurants should be tax-compliant 
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1 right now and it shouldn't be an issue. 

2           I did hear that on Friday 

3 there was a firewall issue with the 

4 revenue tax clearance website.  The 

5 word firewall is very beyond my 

6 understanding of things and I'm an 

7 engineer; I don't know, you know, tech 

8 things.  But I can assure you that 

9 several permits, licenses, things of 

10 that sort were all issued over the 

11 weekend so I think that issue is 

12 cleared up.  However, it's entirely 

13 outside of eCLIPSE.

14           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All 

15 right.  Because I know with eCLIPSE 

16 when they do it, it does connect 

17 through the revenue for tax clearance 

18 because it won't issue the permit if 

19 you have back taxes.  And if that 

20 continues now, it's a problem with the 

21 firewall which means they believe there 

22 may be some access into that site, that 

23 may cause a problem for anybody being 

24 able to issue a permit automatically.

25           MR. CARROLL:  We'll continue 
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1 to troubleshoot that.  It does sound 

2 like it's a technical issue.  At least 

3 we got some permits through, so we'll 

4 keep working on that.  We'll give you 

5 an update if there's any -- 

6           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  I just 

7 want to know if there was a way to 

8 override it and you're able to issue 

9 these permits and then as that gets 

10 fixed, and then maybe consolidate it at 

11 another time.  I didn't know if you had 

12 that.

13           MS. ADAMO:  We would be able 

14 to continue our review and that would 

15 be the only outstanding item, so when 

16 the time came that their firewall issue 

17 was corrected, the license would 

18 automatically issue at that point.

19           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  But my 

20 concern was would you even be able to 

21 apply because you can't even apply 

22 through that.  

23           MS. ADAMO:  That I'm -- 

24           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  You --

25           MR. CARROLL:  Sarah.
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1           MS. ADAMO:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I 

2 thought someone else was trying to 

3 speak.  That I'm not sure of.  I was 

4 under the impression that you could 

5 apply even if the tax clearance website 

6 was down, but I will check on that.

7           MR. CARROLL:  We'll check and 

8 get back to you.  

9           Thanks for clarifications 

10 too, Sarah.  

11           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank 

12 you.  

13           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I'm 

14 sorry.  Just for a point of clarity, 

15 Sarah, can you just say your first and 

16 last name for the record and your 

17 position.  I don't think you did that.  

18 I apologize.  

19           MS. ADAMO:  Sure.  My name is 

20 Sarah Adamo.  I'm the Legislative 

21 Affairs Manager and Zoning 

22 Administrator for the Department of 

23 Licenses and Inspections.

24           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

25 you, and I apologize.  I should have 
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1 asked you that when Mr. Carroll called 

2 you to testify.  

3           Just one question for the 

4 Administration before we move on to the 

5 next witness, and this is for myself 

6 and clarity.  Just looking at the idea 

7 of this expansion, how would this 

8 impact liquor license and for 

9 businesses who are allowed to sell 

10 liquor, what privileges or expansions 

11 will they now be permitted to have if 

12 this legislation were to pass?  

13           And so I'm sorry, 

14 Mr. Carroll, before you go, we will be 

15 calling the next witness to testify 

16 after Mr. Carroll answers this question 

17 so you can be ready.  Go ahead, 

18 Mr. Carroll.  I apologize.

19           MR. CARROLL:  No problem.  So 

20 the City does not enforce the liquor 

21 license beyond what the State 

22 establishes from the Liquor Control 

23 Board, so we don't have the ability to 

24 kind of fine-tune people's liquor 

25 licenses to different conditions in the 
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1 City.  Either they can serve alcohol or 

2 they can't, and that's something that 

3 we struggled with a little bit.  But 

4 ultimately, we went forward based on 

5 that fact.  

6           So if people are available to 

7 conduct outdoor dining and they have a 

8 liquor license, the State provided a 

9 couple of weeks ago the ability to 

10 serve alcohol on the sidewalk at 

11 sidewalk cafés.  They did not allow for 

12 liquor explicitly to be served within 

13 what we call the cartway between the 

14 curbs, but we're making provisions so 

15 that at the discretion of the 

16 Commissioner we will accept their 

17 ability to serve alcohol in those 

18 context as well.  That's one area where 

19 because it is not explicitly called out 

20 in state law if we do have issues, we 

21 would be able to react as the City 

22 independent of the State.

23           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

24 you.  Councilmember Bass has a 

25 question.  
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1           Before Councilmember Bass 

2 goes, Mr. Maynard, can you please tell 

3 us who the next person to testify will 

4 be so they can prepare.

5           THE CLERK:  The next person 

6 to testify is Richard Montanez, the 

7 Deputy Commissioner for Transportation.

8           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  We'll be 

9 calling him next but before we do that, 

10 the Chair recognizes Councilmember 

11 Bass.

12           MR. CARROLL:  I was actually 

13 giving testimony for all Administration 

14 folks.  If there's specific questions 

15 for Streets Department, the testimony I 

16 gave was for both bills and there might 

17 have been a little confusion because 

18 one of the bills was actually set up as 

19 authorizing Streets Department 

20 legislation, but the same comments that 

21 I made for that one previously would 

22 apply for that equally as it applied 

23 for sidewalk cafés.  I'm sure Rich 

24 would like to say hi, though, if you 

25 guys want to hear from him.



Committee on Streets and Services
June 15, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 63

1           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  No, thank 

2 you for the clarity.  

3           Mr. Maynard, then who would 

4 be the next witness so we can have them 

5 prepare as I get ready to call 

6 Councilmember Bass?  

7           THE CLERK:  In that case, the 

8 next witness is Ellen Yin who begins 

9 Panel 2.

10           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

11 you.  

12           Okay.  Before we move on, 

13 Chair recognizes Councilmember Bass.

14           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank 

15 you.  I just had a couple of questions.  

16 And one, I wanted to ask about, it was 

17 something that Council President 

18 mentioned which was that this would 

19 allow businesses to encroach on the 

20 sidewalk of neighboring businesses; is 

21 that accurate?  

22           MR. CARROLL:  So that would 

23 be allowed with the written permission 

24 of that neighboring business and only 

25 under those circumstances.
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1           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Oh, I 

2 see.  Okay.  So if the neighbor says 

3 it's okay, then they can be on their 

4 property?  

5           MR. CARROLL:  Yes.

6           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And also, 

7 can you talk just briefly about the 

8 licenses themselves.  I know that 

9 there's no fee for these licenses; is 

10 that correct?  

11           MR. CARROLL:  Yes.  And 

12 actually, the term licenses is too 

13 expansive because what we're doing is 

14 we are registering businesses that are 

15 asking for sidewalk cafés outside of 

16 Center City so that we can keep track 

17 who has them, but there is no license.  

18 What the legislation essentially does 

19 is it for a temporary period suspends 

20 enforcement of the existing restriction 

21 on sidewalk cafés, and those conditions 

22 and also the conditions that people 

23 abide by the health restrictions and 

24 don't operate as a nuisance.  

25           We are issuing permits for 
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1 all the activity between the curbs, 

2 whether that's a streetery or a street 

3 closure and Licenses and Inspections, 

4 and Sarah will correct me in a minute, 

5 is giving temporary zoning privileges 

6 for folks to operate on private lots, 

7 parking lots and so forth.

8           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  So 

9 these are permits.  So what's your 

10 general cost of a permit?  I know that 

11 because there is not going to be a cost 

12 associated with this for the 

13 businesses, so I'm just trying to get a 

14 sense of what normally does it cost.

15           MR. CARROLL:  So for these 

16 types of things, it ranges from about 

17 $180 down to legislative minimum of 

18 $20.  We've got a series of different 

19 types of closure permits for things 

20 like this which are in the $50 range, 

21 and that's sort of what we expect to 

22 start with, which is something between 

23 $20 and $50.

24           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  Do 

25 we have a sense of how many businesses 
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1 we think would take advantage of this 

2 as how the --

3           MR. CARROLL:  I don't have 

4 that crystal ball.  We think that 

5 there's a few hundred that we could 

6 expect, but it really depends on how it 

7 goes, I think.

8           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  

9 And the last thing I want to ask is 

10 that really on someone -- I can't 

11 remember if it was you or the other 

12 young lady who had spoken who said that 

13 licenses will be removed for bad 

14 behavior of businesses.  And in my 

15 experience, that's way easier said than 

16 done.  So I'm trying to get a sense of 

17 how many businesses have we pulled 

18 licenses from for bad behavior of one 

19 sort or another in the last year, could 

20 you say?  

21           MR. CARROLL:  I could ask 

22 Sarah to answer, but I think we're 

23 going to need to get back to you with 

24 that type of detail if you'll allow us 

25 to do that.  We'll try to turn that 
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1 right around.

2           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I would 

3 like to have that information before 

4 the vote today.  

5           MR. CARROLL:  Okay.

6           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

7 very much.  

8           Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

9           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

10 you, Councilmember.  

11           Are there any other questions 

12 for this witness?  

13                (No response.)

14           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Hearing 

15 none, Mr. Carroll, thank you for your 

16 testimony.  

17           Mr. Maynard, please call the 

18 next witness to testify.

19           THE CLERK:  The next witness 

20 to testify will be Melissa Bova from 

21 the Pennsylvania Restaurant and Lodging 

22 Association.  After that will be Todd 

23 Carmichael from La Colombe.

24           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

25 you.  



Committee on Streets and Services
June 15, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 68

1           Melissa, before you go, I 

2 just want to take a minute to 

3 acknowledge that Councilmember Bobby 

4 Henon has joined us.  

5           Councilmember Henon, thank 

6 you for joining us.  Would you like to 

7 give any remarks before our next 

8 witness testifies?  Okay.  I guess not.  

9           Melissa, thank you for 

10 joining us.  Please, Ms. Melissa, feel 

11 free to communicate your testimony.

12           MS. BOVA:  Thank you, 

13 Councilmember Thomas, members of the 

14 Committee for allowing me to offer a 

15 little bit of feedback today on the 

16 bills that are being considered.  We do 

17 have some restaurateurs that are going 

18 to testify today as well.  But as I did 

19 previously in another hearing wanted to 

20 provide a broad overview and also 

21 reiterate PRLA's commitment to the 

22 efforts that the City is going through 

23 today.

24           My name is Melissa Bova.  I'm 

25 the Vice-president of Government 
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1 Affairs at the PRLA.  I wanted to thank 

2 Councilman Domb, Councilmember Henon 

3 and all of the co-sponsors of these 

4 pieces of legislation for your support. 

5 The restaurant industry is decimated, 

6 would be the only way to put it from 

7 the recent COVID crisis.  We shut our 

8 doors.  We did what we needed to do to 

9 protect our employees, to protect our 

10 guests.  And this legislation we think 

11 is a really great step to try and help 

12 restaurants see the light at the end of 

13 the tunnel.  

14           To put it in perspective, the 

15 Government did allow and is allowing 

16 outdoor dining in the yellow phase.  We 

17 do not know when Philadelphia will hit 

18 green phase of reopening.  To that end 

19 when that does happen, restaurants will 

20 be opening at 50 percent capacity with 

21 the clarifying information that all 

22 tables need to be social distanced.  So 

23 restaurants for the most part will not 

24 even be able to hit 50 percent even by 

25 being as creative as they possibly can 



Committee on Streets and Services
June 15, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 70

1 in terms of the guidelines from the 

2 Governor's Office.  So this legislation 

3 really is a creative, thoughtful way to 

4 allow restaurants wherever they are in 

5 the City, responsible restaurants to 

6 expand their space, whether it's via 

7 sidewalk cafe expansion, eateries or 

8 even going into some parking lots or 

9 shutting down streets to allow the 

10 outdoor dining experience that people 

11 want to go out and enjoy, and I think 

12 that's a key part here. 

13           Restaurants more than anyone 

14 take classes and are required to 

15 sanitize things.  It's actually the 

16 basis of our entire existence to ensure 

17 a healthy environment for our guests.  

18 To that end, I do know that there are 

19 some concerns from District 

20 Councilmembers and, Councilwoman Bass, 

21 I was happy to work with you on that 

22 stop-and-go legislation in 2016.  We 

23 continue to be committed to stopping 

24 bad operators.  And to that end, PRLA 

25 is committed to ensuring that we will 
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1 not defend any restaurant that does not 

2 follow the social distancing 

3 guidelines, do not follow the 

4 guidelines that are iterated by the 

5 State and the City.  We have a 

6 reputation here as well.  We don't want 

7 the bad operators breaking the rules 

8 any more than you do. 

9           To that end, of course as was 

10 mentioned by the City, they can pull 

11 licenses and we would not oppose that. 

12 If somebody's not following the rules, 

13 we have a privilege here that's to help 

14 the good operators get through on the 

15 other side of that, we recognize that, 

16 and we want to make sure that the good 

17 guys can continue to do the right thing 

18 and the guys that are not following the 

19 rules can't. 

20           Also, there was some talk 

21 about liquor licenses.  Councilwoman 

22 Bass will probably laugh a little bit 

23 about this, but I've never seen the 

24 LCE, Liquor Code Enforcement, as active 

25 as they've been since this crisis 
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1 began, and they can pull those liquor 

2 licenses.  So it's not operational 

3 licenses that can be pulled if people 

4 aren't following the rules, people can 

5 lose their liquor license as well which 

6 is an expensive investment that 

7 businesses are making.  

8           So we just want to thank you 

9 for recognizing the need for the good 

10 guys to expand and thrive and get 

11 through this.  Every day we hear more 

12 restaurants are closing and this is 

13 just a reasonable way, we believe, to 

14 help people get through to the other 

15 side of this and we stand as we have in 

16 the past and will continue to educate 

17 restaurants making sure they're 

18 following the rules and certainly, not 

19 defending those that make a conscious 

20 decision not to, and I'm happy to 

21 answer any questions if there are any.

22           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you 

23 for you testimony.  We appreciate it. 

24           Chair recognizes 

25 Councilmember Henon.
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1           COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you, 

2 Mr. Chairman, and thank you, Committee 

3 members.  

4           This is a great opportunity 

5 to have these kinds of conversations 

6 and I guess unattended consequences 

7 when it comes to the quality of life in 

8 our neighborhoods, the safety of our 

9 neighborhoods, ongoing issues that 

10 District Councilmembers deal with every 

11 single day, that's why I do want to 

12 thank the Administration and the other 

13 stakeholders who have been working 

14 collaboratively with Council, 

15 especially my colleague and co-sponsor 

16 Allan Domb.  

17           These are difficult times as 

18 we well know and we as a body, 

19 Mr. Chairman, usually address the 

20 issues that are put in front of us.  

21 City of Philadelphia and this body has 

22 never let us down and we are going to 

23 get through this, and the only way to 

24 get through it is to have these 

25 difficult conversations and to make 
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1 sure that we're thinking about all the 

2 consequences, especially when it comes 

3 to public safety, the health as Council 

4 President had mentioned at social 

5 distances.  

6           We have seen over the weekend 

7 or people who are jumpy, people who 

8 really want to reopen our City and it 

9 is upon us to make sure that we allow 

10 that to happen, but we allow it to 

11 happen gradually in the phase-in that 

12 makes sense, that is healthy and that 

13 members of this Council and this 

14 Committee feel comfortable with dealing 

15 with the issues that they have in the 

16 past and may foresee in the future.  

17 And this also is a symbol to folks that 

18 we are still operating as a city.  We 

19 are still doing the City's work, and we 

20 need to make sure that businesses want 

21 to choose the City of Philadelphia and 

22 want to remain here.  

23           So, Mr. Chairman, I thank you 

24 for the opportunity for these issues to 

25 be heard and all members of this 
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1 Committee and look forward to an 

2 ongoing dialogue.  And if we need to 

3 tweak things as we move forward, then 

4 we need to have the ability to do that.  

5 And I think Mike Carroll, Deputy 

6 Managing Director, had spoken 

7 eloquently about having those 

8 opportunities through regulations to 

9 make sure that we're doing it safely 

10 and we're doing it with the public 

11 interest at first.  

12           So, Mr. Chairman, I thank 

13 you.  I thank you to be acknowledged 

14 and look forward to doing the City's 

15 work.

16           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

17 you, Councilmember, and thank you for 

18 your leadership on this issue.  

19           Are there any other questions 

20 or comments from any other members for 

21 this particular witness?  

22                (No response.)

23           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  There 

24 being none, Mr. Maynard, will you 

25 please call the next witness to our 
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1 previous witness.  

2           Thank you for your testimony.  

3 We appreciate it. 

4           THE CLERK:  Mr. Chairman, the 

5 next witness is Todd Carmichael, the 

6 founder of La Colombe.

7           MR. CARMICHAEL:  Good 

8 morning, Chairman Thomas, and thank 

9 you, Philadelphia City Council, for 

10 taking the time to listen at this very 

11 difficult rare moment in the history of 

12 this City.  I can attest to you I'd 

13 rather be making you all coffees right 

14 now rather than discussing the topics 

15 that we have.  And I hope to do that in 

16 the very, very near future.  I've 

17 offered written testimony, but I'll 

18 just give you a recap here.  I don't 

19 want to weigh down the process.  

20           Again, my name is Todd 

21 Carmichael.  I'm the co-founder and CEO 

22 of La Colombe.  I'm a transplant to the 

23 City.  I'm the adopted son of 

24 Philadelphia.  I came here with two 

25 boxes of clothes and some traveler's 
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1 checks and a very audacious idea that I 

2 want America to come to Philadelphia 

3 for specialty coffee.  That was 1993 

4 and, well, back then the City was on 

5 its knees.  It was a different sort of 

6 trauma the City was experiencing.  It 

7 was nearly bankrupt and it was dealing 

8 with the pandemic we call the crack 

9 cocaine crisis.  Since then 

10 Philadelphia has really revived itself. 

11 It became one of the most livable 

12 cities in America and a pride for me to 

13 watch it as it grew from those humble 

14 beginnings at difficult times to the  

15 recent time.  

16           La Colombe has grown to a 

17 valuation of right around $1 billion.  

18 We have almost 1,000 employees.  We are 

19 in 75 percent of the stores across the 

20 United States.  We roast coffee for 

21 7,000 different hotels and restaurants 

22 and cafés all across the country, so 

23 that goal of America coming to Philly 

24 for their specialty coffee has come 

25 true.  We've done really good together. 
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1 And what really attracted me to the 

2 City was, well, it was a sense of 

3 innovation, the City that invented 

4 modern democracy.  This was the City I 

5 loved for its ethnic mix.  It had a way 

6 of dealing with its problems and 

7 grabbing life by the horns and I loved 

8 the sidewalks.  This was the walkable 

9 city.  This was the City that you could 

10 go outside, you could use your legs, 

11 you could walk around and experience it 

12 from something other than an 

13 automobile.  This was really one of the 

14 things that most attracted me to the 

15 City. 

16           Now, when COVID hit, I 

17 started hitting the dimmer switch 

18 around February.  I started pulling out 

19 of things and we went completely dark 

20 by March 15th.  All of my hospitality 

21 restaurants and cafés went dark all 

22 across the country.  It took out 

23 two-thirds of our business.  But I 

24 didn't look it as a crisis as much as I 

25 looked at it as an opportunity.  It was 
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1 an opportunity for us to live our 

2 values.  So today I still have not 

3 released one of my employees.  I want 

4 to maintain this thing through this 

5 terrible time without anyone being 

6 thrown overboard.  

7           A lot of folks said we 

8 couldn't make it.  There were no small 

9 business grants from me.  There was 

10 nothing from the government.  We were 

11 too big for the small and too small for 

12 the big, but we still hold on.  Now, as 

13 we turn that dimmer switch back on, we 

14 try to bring these motors back to life, 

15 our 34 cafés as well as all the 

16 assistance of the hospitality clients.  

17 We're starting to slowly ramp that up.  

18 We've laid out all of our cafés so they 

19 can be safe inside with partitions, 

20 creativity, with PPE, et cetera, and 

21 new policies to make sure that if 

22 someone comes into one of our cafés, 

23 they're safe.  

24           The problem becomes that same 

25 thing that attracted me to the City, 



Committee on Streets and Services
June 15, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 80

1 the sidewalks.  I'm not having this 

2 conversation in New York because 

3 they're wider.  People can social 

4 distance on a sidewalk in Chicago, in 

5 Los Angeles, in Boston, in D.C. and New 

6 York.  But in my hometown Philadelphia, 

7 they can't.  Particularly on Frankford 

8 Avenue, the sidewalks are not wide 

9 enough for people to be safe and there 

10 are people that will gather out in 

11 front of the cafés across the City and 

12 I feel that we may be putting them into 

13 harm's way.  They're safe indoors, but 

14 they're not safe outdoors.  

15           So what I'd like the City 

16 Council to consider is that for the 

17 time during the COVID crisis, that we 

18 relieve that pressure on the sidewalk, 

19 that we sacrifice a few parking spaces 

20 in front of businesses like mine to 

21 make sure that people can social 

22 distance.  It stands to reason if 

23 they're safe indoors, they should be 

24 safe outdoors.  And I recognize the 

25 need for parking in this City and I 



Committee on Streets and Services
June 15, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 81

1 know this is not an easy decision, but 

2 I feel that for a certain amount of 

3 time we may have to sacrifice some 

4 parking spaces, because I think that 

5 would be -- well, it would relieve our 

6 sidewalks, it would relieve our 

7 businesses and it would protect our 

8 people.  So I'd like you to read my 

9 written testimony.  I'm simply asking 

10 for the City Council to consider a 

11 small act of accommodating people 

12 instead of the automobiles.

13           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you 

14 for your testimony.  We appreciate it.  

15           Does anyone on this Committee 

16 have any questions for this witness?  

17                (No response.)

18           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Seeing 

19 that there are none, again thank you 

20 for your testimony.  We really 

21 appreciate it.  We will be sure to read 

22 your written testimony as well too as 

23 we deliberate on these bills, so thank 

24 you.

25           MR. CARMICHAEL:  Thank you 
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1 for your time.

2           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  

3 Mr. Maynard, can you please call the 

4 next witness?

5           THE CLERK:  The next witness 

6 is Nicole Marquis from HipCityVeg.  And 

7 then after that is Paul Levy from 

8 Center City District.  

9           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

10 you, Mr. Maynard.  I appreciate it.  To 

11 the next witness, again thank you for 

12 joining us.  Thank you for 

13 communicating your perspective.  Please 

14 start by stating your name for the 

15 record and proceed with your testimony.

16           MS. MARQUIS:  Good morning.  

17 My name is Nicole Marquis, founder and 

18 CEO of HipCityVeg, Bar Bombón and 

19 Charlie was a sinner.

20           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  You may 

21 proceed with your testimony.

22           MS. MARQUIS:  Thank you.  

23 Thank you so much, members of the 

24 Council, and thank you to the PRLA for 

25 all of your advocacy on our behalf.  I 
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1 am so glad to have a chance to work 

2 with you to continue to move things 

3 forward together for our beautiful and 

4 struggling city.  This weekend was such 

5 a boost for our morale and our revenue 

6 with outdoor seating.  One of my team 

7 members Antonio had moved here from 

8 Puerto Rico before the pandemic and was 

9 a bartender at Bar Bombón, and it was 

10 really difficult for us to let him go 

11 when the shutdown hit because we knew 

12 what an essential part of the team he 

13 was and how much it meant to him to 

14 have this job. 

15           Seeing him return this 

16 weekend because of the increased volume 

17 that came with outdoor seating felt 

18 like a huge win, and the whole team 

19 cheered when he walked in.  The 

20 restaurant industry, including my nine 

21 restaurants, is still very much 

22 struggling.  Take-out and curbside 

23 pickup has helped as well as selling 

24 cocktails to go.  But like most of our 

25 brothers and sisters in the restaurant 
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1 industry, we are still operating at 50 

2 percent or less capacity and we still 

3 face enormous challenges.  

4           The bill to increase outdoor 

5 seating capacity is a very welcomed 

6 step in the right direction to help a 

7 struggling industry that provides so 

8 many jobs and contributes so heavily to 

9 the quality of life in the City.  By 

10 opening up more seating, we can hire 

11 more people back and we know we can do 

12 this safely.  We are so pleased that 

13 Philadelphia is joining other leading 

14 world cities to make this a priority in 

15 streamlining the process, bringing 

16 business and government together for 

17 the benefit of all.  It is a step in 

18 the right direction and essential aid 

19 to help restaurants stay in business 

20 and provide a great quality of life 

21 this summer for residents of Center 

22 City. 

23           If people can't get back to 

24 dining out and enjoying the City, 

25 they're likely to be less interested in 
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1 staying in the City.  So thank you for 

2 making this a priority and moving 

3 quickly with it.  This measure is also 

4 a powerful lifeline so we have a 

5 fighting chance at staying in business 

6 until there is some return to normalcy.  

7 No one knows when restaurants can 

8 return to the capacity.  They were 

9 designed for us so outdoor seating is 

10 so important.  This change will also 

11 allow us to hire back more staff 

12 because we can make more revenue. 

13           We are glad that the City is 

14 working with the Department of Health 

15 to do it safely and use best practices. 

16 Most restaurants followed safe opening 

17 and distancing guidelines this weekend. 

18 However, I am hearing that there were 

19 some exceptions.  Responsible 

20 restaurants that are trying to survive 

21 while keeping staff and patrons safe 

22 should not be penalized for the acts of 

23 rule-breakers.  In fact, this shows how 

24 important it is to have these clear 

25 guidelines in place.  We are in the 
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1 restaurant industry and we are 

2 well-trained in the importance of 

3 sanitation and health regulations.  

4           Without a clear plan in place 

5 with appropriate safety measures, 

6 individuals will take matters into 

7 their own hands and allow unsafe 

8 conditions.  These are strong safety 

9 and social distancing guidelines in 

10 place and the City must follow these 

11 guidelines as most of us have been 

12 doing.  We don't want businesses going 

13 rogue.  We want a collaborative effort 

14 between business and the City, which 

15 balances business concerns with public 

16 safety.  You know I am and I'll close 

17 with this, I am however concerned about 

18 the money we are going to spend on this 

19 semi-permanent park lifts and 

20 streeteries at a time when we have so 

21 many additional expenses in reopening 

22 safely and then will have to take them 

23 down for good at the end of the season. 

24           My hope is that this can be a 

25 pilot program and an ongoing 
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1 opportunity to add to the quality of 

2 life in the City on a more permanent 

3 basis and also help us recoup our 

4 investment.  I hope you'll consider 

5 that at the appropriate time that we 

6 could consider expanding this longer 

7 term and I'm happy to go over the 

8 economics of this change with you and 

9 how we can make it work out in the 

10 long-term for everybody concerned. 

11           Another way other cities are 

12 helping their restaurants and 

13 residences is to temporarily convert 

14 other appealing public spaces into 

15 outdoor eating spaces, so I hope we can 

16 consider that soon as well so we can 

17 all get through this without losing 

18 more of our vital restaurants that 

19 helped make the City what it is.  Thank 

20 you so much for pushing these bills 

21 forward.  It is a lifeline for our 

22 industry and we hope you will join us 

23 in encouraging Philadelphians to 

24 patronize the restaurants that have 

25 outdoor seating right now.  Thank you 
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1 so much for your time.

2           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you 

3 for your passionate testimony.  We 

4 definitely appreciate it. 

5           Does anyone on the Committee 

6 have any questions for this particular 

7 witness?  Seeing and hearing there are 

8 none, again thank you for your 

9 passionate testimony.  We definitely 

10 appreciate it and we'll -- 

11           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  I have a 

12 question, Mr. Chairman.

13           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I'm 

14 sorry.  Chair recognizes Councilmember 

15 Johnson.

16           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  That's 

17 okay, Mr. Chair.  I just want to take a 

18 moment and just thank Nicole Marquis 

19 for, one, her investment of her 

20 businesses here in the City of 

21 Philadelphia and even though her 

22 businesses took a hit, that did not 

23 stop her from organizing and providing 

24 food for those who are most in need to 

25 make sure that people weren't going to 
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1 bed hungry during this COVID-19 

2 pandemic, and that says a lot about her 

3 business model and most importantly, 

4 her character.  

5           And so, Nicole, I just want 

6 to personally publicly thank you 

7 because a lot of businesses who were 

8 severely impacted by COVID-19 didn't 

9 even have the ability to support their 

10 workers, but you went over and beyond 

11 and said, listen, I'm going to still 

12 use this as an opportunity to help 

13 those who are most in need.  So on 

14 behalf of the City of Philadelphia, I 

15 just want to personally thank you.  

16           I did a couple of DoorDash 

17 with Bar Bombón and a couple of times 

18 came up curbside for HipCityVeg, so 

19 keep up the good work and we appreciate 

20 you.

21           MS. MARQUIS:  Wow, that is an 

22 honor.  Thank you, Councilman Johnson, 

23 for all of your support these years and 

24 for the entire Council for patronizing, 

25 for coming to our restaurants and 
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1 supporting us and I'm so thrilled to 

2 work together to help this City thrive.  

3 Councilman Johnson, those words mean 

4 more to me than you know.  Thank you.

5           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  You're 

6 welcome.  God bless.  

7            COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

8 you, Councilman Johnson.  We appreciate 

9 it.  

10           And I echo the sentiments of 

11 my colleague.  Thank you for your work 

12 and your service to our City and again, 

13 thank you for your passionate 

14 testimony.  We appreciate it and we 

15 heard you loud and clear and it will be 

16 considered as we deliberate.  

17           Does any other members of the 

18 Committee have any other questions for 

19 this particular witness?  

20                (No response.)

21           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Seeing 

22 and hearing there are none, thank you 

23 for your testimony.  We appreciate it.  

24           Mr. Maynard, can you please 

25 call the next witness.
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1           THE CLERK:  Of course, 

2 Mr. Chairman.  

3           The next witness is Paul Levy 

4 from the Center City District.  After 

5 Mr. Levy is Michelle Simone from Hinge 

6 Café.

7           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

8 you.  Please state your name for the 

9 record and please begin your testimony.

10           MR. LEVY:  Good morning, 

11 Chairman Thomas.  My name is Paul Levy.  

12 I'm the President of the Center City 

13 District and thank you to you and all 

14 members of Council and the 

15 Administration for working on this 

16 effort.  I am pleased to support both 

17 Council bills 200351 and 352.  I'm 

18 going to put some numbers on this as a 

19 starting point.  In the month of April, 

20 Philadelphia lost 100,000 jobs or 13.4 

21 percent of its jobs; 35,800 of those 

22 jobs are in restaurant and food 

23 services.  So one-third of all jobs we 

24 lost in the City are in restaurant and 

25 food services. 



Committee on Streets and Services
June 15, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 92

1           In 2019, restaurants and food 

2 services generated $193 million in 

3 municipal wage, sales tax, BIRT and 

4 liquor taxes.  So this is both a major 

5 job generator and a tax generator for 

6 the City.  Between 2009 and 2019, food 

7 services and drinking establishments 

8 were the second fastest growing segment 

9 of employment in the Philadelphia.  

10 Now, more -- all of those gains have 

11 been lost, hopefully only temporarily. 

12 I say temporarily because we think many 

13 of these jobs will come back.  And we 

14 have two sets of surveys we've done and 

15 one of 128 restaurants in Center City 

16 and the second of 17,000 customers who 

17 live in and around Center City.  

18           What was very clear in these 

19 surveys is that 52 percent of all 

20 restaurants we surveyed said they 

21 planned to open immediately this last 

22 Friday when it became possible.  

23 Another 24 percent said they would open 

24 within one to two weeks, but 24 percent 

25 said a much longer timetable and these 
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1 are the restaurants many of us worry 

2 may never come back.  And so, this bill 

3 that you are considering I think could 

4 be extremely helpful.  As several of 

5 the witnesses have already testified 

6 due just to social distancing 

7 requirements, every restaurant and bar 

8 will lose between 40 and 50 percent of 

9 the seating they have inside.  For 

10 those who already enjoy outdoor 

11 seating, they will lose 50 to 60 

12 percent of what they had in 2019, not 

13 only to accommodate social distancing 

14 but the movement of other pedestrians 

15 on the street. 

16           So without expanded sidewalk 

17 seating to cover operating costs, we're 

18 at risk of losing many more businesses, 

19 so I thank the members of the 

20 Administration for the ideas about 

21 streeteries and park lifts, but I want 

22 to suggest we're going to need to do 

23 more.  Many restaurants as you know 

24 have stayed alive through take-out and 

25 delivery.  Due to reduced seating, 78 



Committee on Streets and Services
June 15, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 94

1 percent of the restaurants in the 

2 survey that we did plan to continue and 

3 encourage take-out after reopening 

4 because they're going to need to rely 

5 on that business to compensate for what 

6 they're going to lose inside.  

7           When we asked restaurants 

8 what were their priorities for the 

9 expanded use of sidewalk, no surprise 

10 63 percent put outdoor seating first.  

11 But right behind it at 58 percent was 

12 picking up orders for take-out.  In 

13 short, we need not only to plan for 

14 outdoor seating, but to accommodate the 

15 lines for people waiting and in my 

16 written testimony I have a picture on 

17 Samson Street of a line of people going 

18 back 20 or 30 people long.  So imagine 

19 restaurants open with people waiting 

20 for take-out.  Imagine people sitting 

21 on the sidewalk and then adjacent 

22 retailers also having lines.  So I urge 

23 here a consideration of a broader 

24 approach.  

25           Recovery as I think we all 
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1 know is not going to be like turning on 

2 a switch and everything starting 

3 immediately.  40 percent of our jobs in 

4 Center City are in office buildings and 

5 very few office buildings expect to 

6 approach even 50 percent occupancy 

7 before September.  Our hotels and 

8 hospitality industry won't really be in 

9 revival stage until late in the fall 

10 and early 2021, so tourism and 

11 conventions are not coming back 

12 quickly.  Many colleges and 

13 universities will be actually teaching 

14 remotely.  Therefore, what I think is 

15 really clear is that we're going to 

16 have to rely on a lot of our own 

17 residents to support restaurants.  That 

18 seems obvious, but we're going to be 

19 losing worker demand.  We're going to 

20 be losing hotel demand.  We're going to 

21 be losing some student demand.  

22           In the survey that we 

23 distributed to 17,000 residents of 

24 Greater Center City, 62 percent said 

25 they expected to dine out less than 
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1 they used to do and 57 percent said 

2 they don't expect to dine out for two 

3 to three weeks.  But 92 percent said 

4 they would strongly prefer to dine 

5 outside.  These safety provisions, the 

6 legitimate anxieties about COVID and 

7 the return of COVID are very clear.  So 

8 we need to plan not only for outdoor 

9 seating, but we need to plan for 

10 continued take-out lines and we need to 

11 plan for lines of adjacent retailers. 

12           So more than ever, business 

13 recovery is going to be local.  What 

14 was most important and disturbing in 

15 Center City and I think it will hold 

16 across the City, 70 percent of the 

17 customers who purchased take-out in the 

18 last three months walked to the 

19 restaurant, they did not drive; 5 

20 percent biked; 29 percent did rely on 

21 vehicles.  We know from lots of 

22 conversations with restaurants that 

23 they would prefer more options on the 

24 street.  In my testimony, I included a 

25 diagram of what I would recommend as a 
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1 fifth option.  I'll simply describe it 

2 verbally.  If you start from the 

3 building line, it would be to keep that 

4 space immediately adjacent to the 

5 building available for take-out and 

6 waiting.  But for those who don't need 

7 it, that could be outdoor seating.  

8           It proposes then to use the 

9 edge of the sidewalk adjacent to the 

10 curb for outdoor seating.  But to take 

11 the parking lane and convert it not to 

12 seating but to a pedestrian walkway, 

13 that way you move all pedestrians into 

14 a safe area or we use the same plastic 

15 bollards that we use for bike lanes, 

16 and you have a dedicated lane for 

17 pedestrians who don't need to weave in 

18 and between the tables which I think 

19 would raise a great concern.  We could 

20 add speed bumps as we've gone across 

21 the City to slow it down on those 

22 corridors.  

23           I think restaurants will also 

24 benefit enormously from weekend 

25 closings.  I should say in our estimate 
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1 we looked in detail at 13th Street and 

2 18th Street in Center City and talked 

3 to many restaurants.  The streetery 

4 solution, which is a good one on 13th 

5 Street, will add 88 more seats.  The 

6 idea that we've proposed to have 

7 seating on the sidewalks and 

8 pedestrians in the dedicated curb lane 

9 will add 226 more seats, so that's 88 

10 seats compared to 226 seats.  So I 

11 strongly support these two bills, 351 

12 and 352 because they support job 

13 recovery.  

14           I urge City Council and the 

15 Administration to think about a fifth 

16 option and to address Council 

17 President's concerns which I think are 

18 very real.  I think a lot of the bid 

19 and corridor managers across the City 

20 can play a very important role in 

21 communicating to those bad actors on 

22 their corridors not to have 

23 overcrowding seating because it will 

24 really create problems for others.  

25           In closing, I just want to 
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1 say that we've done an extensive 

2 detailed analysis of two blocks.  We 

3 are prepared for all the bid and other 

4 corridor managers across the City to do 

5 an online sort of seminar of how we did 

6 those calculations, how to figure out 

7 social distancing.  Clearly, each 

8 restaurant can do this for themselves 

9 but to do a comprehensive plan for each 

10 corridor is something we would be more 

11 than glad to support.  So I thank you 

12 for the opportunity to testify and 

13 thank both members of the 

14 Administration and Council for their 

15 leadership in exploring how we can 

16 support business recovery in the City. 

17 Thank you.

18           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

19 you.  Thank you for the valuable 

20 information.  Thank you for the 

21 insight.  Thank you for your testimony.  

22           Are there any members of the 

23 Committee who has a question for this 

24 particular witness?  

25                (No response.)
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1           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Seeing 

2 and hearing there are no questions, 

3 thank you again for your testimony.  

4 Thank you for the valuable information.  

5 We appreciate it.

6           MR. LEVY:  Thank you.

7           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  

8 Mr. Maynard, will you please call the 

9 next witness?  

10           THE CLERK:  Of course, 

11 Mr. Chairman.  The next witness is 

12 Michelle Simone from Hinge Café.  After 

13 that will be Alexander Balloon from 

14 Tacony Community Development 

15 Corporation.

16           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

17 you, Mr. Maynard.  

18           Next witness, please start by 

19 communicating your name and you can 

20 proceed with your testimony.

21           MS. SIMONE:  Hello.  My name 

22 is Michelle Simone.  I'm coming to you 

23 from the very empty Hinge Café in the 

24 Port Richmond segment of Philadelphia. 

25 I have one business.  That is my lovely 
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1 café out here, so I believe I was 

2 invited to speak a little bit on behalf 

3 of the little fish out here who are 

4 struggling.  I don't want to waste 

5 everybody's time talking about the 

6 plight of restaurants going on in 

7 Philadelphia.  I'm sure you've heard a 

8 lot about that.  I'd be able to answer 

9 any direct questions pertaining to 

10 that, and I have heard many comments 

11 here that I would love to respond to.  

12           And I do strongly support the 

13 two bills that are before me.  What I 

14 would strongly like to communicate is 

15 that those of us in the restaurant 

16 field are here and still alive because 

17 we are creative, because we are 

18 tenacious and this is not the first 

19 hurdle that we've had to overcome.  

20 Most of us do know that life will never 

21 return to normal for us.  So we are in 

22 a state of experimentation trying to 

23 figure out how we are going to stay 

24 alive, both now and in the future.  We 

25 are not confused about the regulations 
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1 that have been proposed.  We are very 

2 willing, most of us, to comply with 

3 everything asked of us.  

4           I am one of those people who 

5 did get to enjoy a lovely dine-in 

6 breakfast at the Delaware beach a 

7 couple of weeks ago.  And I'm happy to 

8 report that my experience was lovely. 

9 It was respectful.  And those of us who 

10 are entrepreneurs are going out and 

11 looking to see how things are done 

12 because we're faced with these 

13 challenges we've never been faced with 

14 before.  So I do look to other examples 

15 and try to apply them to my own 

16 situation.  Now, each of our situations 

17 are very different.  

18           I am fortunate that I'm in a 

19 quiet neighborhood.  I do have a little 

20 bit of street and sidewalk at my 

21 disposal to expand my operations and 

22 I'm hoping to be able to use those.  I 

23 think Mark Squilla hit the nail on the 

24 head, please don't throw the baby out 

25 with the bath water.  While we are 
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1 struggling, we can use as many tools as 

2 we can to figure out how to stay alive. 

3           The nuisance people were here 

4 long before COVID, and I second the 

5 observation by the lady earlier, the 

6 first nuisance place I saw close down 

7 happened about a month ago and I had 

8 not seen that before.  So everybody is 

9 sort of in tune now with reporting and 

10 being respectful even more so than in 

11 the past.  And so, it would be nice in 

12 addition to these nuisance people that 

13 are doing what they wish to do give 

14 those of us who are respectful a little 

15 more power to be creative to give us a 

16 little time to do experimentation to 

17 figure out how we are going to survive 

18 because it does -- again as somebody 

19 commented, this experiment takes money.  

20 It takes more investment. 

21           I'm out here trying to buy 

22 more tables and chairs for my outside 

23 establishment, reprint new menus, 

24 experiment with our menu to make it 

25 more outside take-out friendly.  This 
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1 has been an expensive endeavor, not 

2 just in the loss of income, but also in 

3 the amount of investment to recreate 

4 ourselves which all of us will do.  And 

5 in a lot of ways, this will be a 

6 survival of the fittest situation where 

7 those of us who can figure out how to 

8 make things work in this new 

9 environment, whatever that new 

10 environment may be, will be here.  So 

11 the more tools to that effect would be 

12 wonderful. 

13           I would also like to say I 

14 second the notion that continuing the 

15 allowance of such opportunities past 

16 the December deadline would also be 

17 beneficial or streamlining the ability 

18 to formalize sidewalk cafés and other 

19 such opportunities.  I am definitely 

20 one of those businesses that did try to 

21 apply for the sidewalk café in the 

22 past, and I still have the box beside 

23 me of the paperwork, the massive 

24 paperwork trying to collect to do that.  

25 So giving us -- maybe this will be a 
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1 proof-in-the-pudding situation to see 

2 can we make this work and to streamline 

3 that process for those of us who are 

4 able to survive to be able to carry the 

5 torch in Philadelphia of the 

6 independent restaurateurs.  I 

7 appreciate the invitation to be here, 

8 to be able to speak on behalf of us 

9 little fish and welcome any questions 

10 you have.  Thank you very much.

11           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you 

12 for your passionate testimony.  We 

13 definitely appreciate it. 

14           Are there any questions from 

15 any Councilmembers on the Committee or 

16 any Councilmembers that are a part of 

17 the hearing right now?  

18                (No response.)

19           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  So I have 

20 a question.  Your business is in the 

21 Port Richmond section of the City, 

22 which is a little more residential than 

23 some of the other witnesses that we've 

24 had come testify.  I'm wondering just 

25 based on formal and informal 
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1 relationships that you have with people 

2 in that neighborhood, what are their 

3 thoughts on businesses expanding and 

4 how will it impact their everyday life 

5 as far as just social normals for them?  

6           MS. SIMONE:  Like I said, 

7 we're a little bit different.  For 

8 those of you not familiar with Port 

9 Richmond, we are very residential.  I'm 

10 on the corner of a very residential 

11 block.  And what we're faced with out 

12 here is collaborating.  And luckily, 

13 most of us out here are very friendly 

14 with each other.  Most of us businesses 

15 are very friendly with each other.  And 

16 the situations are a little more 

17 unique.  

18           What I foresee out here is a 

19 lot of us putting our heads together 

20 and collaborating and using those 

21 tools.  For example, I am hoping to be 

22 able to close a very small section of 

23 street beside my establishment that 

24 shouldn't affect traffic flow and 

25 inviting a couple other restaurants 
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1 that might not have that capacity to 

2 join me and to make events where we 

3 have a little more space to social 

4 distance than the sidewalks allow.  And 

5 being mindful and respectful of parking 

6 and traffic patterns, I have the 

7 ability to do that and invite other 

8 people to join me, especially other 

9 businesses.  

10           So for example, we might do 

11 something that we've never done before 

12 and offer a dinner situation, invite a 

13 local liquor company that has a liquor 

14 license which we do not and maybe the 

15 ice cream place down the street on our 

16 space where we can social distance.  So 

17 hopefully -- Port Richmond is known for 

18 being friendly and I'm hoping that the 

19 people that have access to such things 

20 will open their streets to other 

21 businesses and we'll collaborate.

22           The neighbors are chomping at 

23 the bit to have a place to go.  I hear 

24 it from my customers every day who have 

25 been very respectful, have been very 
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1 respectful of everything.  I know 

2 they're very anxious to take a seat 

3 somewhere, so I don't perceive any 

4 opposition here.

5           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

6 you.  I appreciate it.  Thank you.

7           Are there any Councilmembers 

8 or members on this Committee who have 

9 any questions for this witness?  

10                (No response.)

11           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Seeing 

12 and hearing there are none, I want to 

13 thank you for your testimony.  Thank 

14 you for the information.  We appreciate 

15 it and we will consider it as we 

16 consider these bills.  

17           Mr. Maynard, can you please 

18 call the next witness.

19           THE CLERK:  Of course, 

20 Mr. Chairman.  

21           The next witness is Alexander 

22 Balloon from Tacony Community 

23 Development Corporation.  After that, 

24 we'll hear from Will Tung from 5th 

25 Square PAC.
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1           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

2 you.  

3           To the next witness, please 

4 state your name and proceed with your 

5 testimony.  I think you're muted.

6           MR. BALLOON:  Good morning, 

7 members of City Council.  My name is 

8 Alex Balloon and I am the Executive 

9 Director of the Tacony Community 

10 Development Corporation.  We are a 

11 neighborhood-based nonprofit 

12 revitalization organization that 

13 directly assists more than 130 small 

14 businesses in the Tacony neighborhood 

15 of Philadelphia.  Today I'm speaking in 

16 support of both bills which allow 

17 sidewalk cafés to expand to adjacent 

18 frontage and sidewalk.  

19           Our neighborhood business 

20 districts and small businesses are 

21 hurting.  Tacony like many other 

22 neighborhoods in Philadelphia is an 

23 outbuying middle neighborhood, a stable 

24 community with a stable housing market. 

25 We don't have the trendy night life 
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1 that some neighborhoods do, but we do 

2 have local diners, restaurants and 

3 bars.  They are the place you meet in 

4 the community and they are usually 

5 local landmarks.  They hire people from 

6 the neighborhood, many who are 

7 re-entering the workforce or entering 

8 the workforce for the first time. 

9           Many have been laid off and 

10 are struggling to meet their expenses 

11 such as rent.  They often are 

12 family-owned.  I can tell this 

13 Committee that these mom-and-pop 

14 businesses that I have spoken with are 

15 in dire financial condition.  I'll 

16 summarize my remarks because Mr. Levy 

17 covered many of the points I was going 

18 to make, but this bill can provide a 

19 significant amount of help.  

20           In Tacony we may not need to 

21 close down the entire street, but just 

22 add tables and expand frontage to a 

23 vacant storefront or lot with the 

24 owner's permission.  By allowing 

25 additional sidewalk seating, this helps 



Committee on Streets and Services
June 15, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 111

1 to expand revenue to support these 

2 establishments to pay employees.  

3 COVID-19 requires us to rethink and 

4 respond to challenges without the 

5 luxury of time.  Other cities are 

6 leading the way with repurposing and 

7 reimagining space and we should join 

8 them as we adapt to support our small 

9 restaurants.  Thank you.  And I want to 

10 thank Councilmembers Henon and Domb for 

11 their leadership.

12           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

13 you.  Thank you for your testimony. 

14           Are there any Councilmembers 

15 or members of the Committee who has a 

16 question for this particular witness?

17                (No response.)

18           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Seeing 

19 and hearing there are no questions, I 

20 again want to thank you for your 

21 testimony.  We appreciate your valuable 

22 information.  Thank you.  

23           Mr. Maynard, can you please 

24 call the next witness?  

25           THE CLERK:  Of course, 
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1 Mr. Chairman.  

2           The next witness is Will Tung 

3 from 5th Square PAC.  After that, we'll 

4 hear from Qamara Edwards from Sojourn 

5 Philly.

6           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

7 you.  Please state your name and 

8 proceed with your testimony.

9           MR. TUNG:  Hello.  My name is 

10 Will Tung and I'm calling from my home 

11 in Southwest Philly and I'm speaking on 

12 behalf of 5th Square, Philadelphia's 

13 Urbanist PAC advocating for public 

14 space in our City.  We're testifying in 

15 support of Bills 200351 and 200352, 

16 which make it easier for restaurants 

17 city-wide to operate sidewalk cafés and 

18 authorize the Streets Department to 

19 reallocate street space for the use of 

20 people during the pandemic.  Because of 

21 the pandemic, vehicle travel has dipped 

22 to an unprecedented low level while 

23 vehicle speeds have skyrocketed and 

24 unfortunately, so has road and 

25 pedestrian fatalities.
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1           Last month, we released our 

2 recovery streets platform with the 

3 Bicycle Coalition, the Clean Air 

4 Council, detailing how Philly can best 

5 adapt its streets for this crisis using 

6 best practices from across the country.  

7 Street lighting, outdoor vending and 

8 seating is one of several platform 

9 items, and these two bills are a good 

10 start and moving towards what other 

11 cities are already providing its 

12 citizen.  

13           Opening street space 

14 (inaudible) and not just cars is 

15 necessary to maintain social 

16 distancing.  Many sidewalks in Philly 

17 are way too narrow for people to pass 

18 at a six-foot distance, let alone 

19 accommodate a take-out line or outdoor 

20 seating.  ADA accessibility is also an 

21 important consideration and we're happy 

22 that these bills allow restaurants to 

23 open upright outside while maintaining 

24 ADA access and social distancing 

25 through adapting our street space.  
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1           We applaud the outdoor dining 

2 guidelines the City has put out.  

3 However, we noticed that the City is 

4 limiting full street closures to just 

5 one weekend.  And the Kenney 

6 Administration should create an 

7 official process for successful pilots 

8 to apply to continue on a weekly or 

9 even daily basis depending on context. 

10 So many restaurant-densed corridors and 

11 all the jobs and neighborhood vitality 

12 these businesses support could benefit 

13 from regular pedestrian-only hours, 

14 whether it's Passyunk, Germantown 

15 Avenue, Bott Street, Baltimore, 13th 

16 Street, Market Street or any of our 

17 other 180 distinct commercial corridors 

18 across the City.  

19           We applaud Council's efforts 

20 to adapt to our current situation and 

21 we encourage Council and the Mayor's 

22 Office to move further by providing the 

23 following:  Number one, an open streets 

24 plan that adapts more streets beyond 

25 MLK Drive for recreation and active 
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1 travel; number 2, establish a city-wide 

2 network of calm streets that 

3 discourages through-traffic on select 

4 neighborhood streets.  Cities like 

5 Oakland and New York have shown this to 

6 be successful without a police 

7 presence; and number three, extend bus 

8 only and temporary bike lanes to 

9 encourage public transit and act of 

10 travel in order to avoid an onslaught 

11 of traffic by incentivizing 

12 alternatives to driving once people 

13 start returning to work.  So thank you 

14 for your time and stay well.

15           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

16 you.  Thank you for your testimony and 

17 thank you for the valuable information. 

18 We appreciate it.  

19           Are there any Councilmembers 

20 or members of the Committee with a 

21 question for this particular witness?  

22                (No response.)

23           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Seeing 

24 and hearing there are none, I again 

25 want to thank you for your testimony.  
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1 We appreciate the valuable information. 

2 And it will be considered as we 

3 deliberate these bills. 

4           Mr. Maynard, can you please 

5 call the next witness?  Mr. Maynard, 

6 you're on mute.

7           THE CLERK:  My apologies, 

8 Mr. Chairman.  The next witness is 

9 Qamara Edwards from Sojourn Philly, and 

10 our final witness today is Adam Leiter 

11 from East Passyunk Avenue Business 

12 Improvement District.

13           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

14 you, Mr. Maynard.

15           Before you begin your 

16 testimony, please start by 

17 communicating your name and then you 

18 can go ahead right with your testimony.  

19 Thank you.

20           MS. EDWARDS:  Good morning.  

21 My name is Qamara Edwards.  I am the 

22 Director of Business and Events for 

23 Sojourn Philly which includes three 

24 restaurants in the City of 

25 Philadelphia, Jet Wine Bar, Rex 1516 
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1 and Café Ynez, and I am also the local 

2 PRLA Philadelphia Chapter President, so 

3 I work closely with Melissa as well. 

4 Thank you all for having me here today 

5 and inviting me here to speak on behalf 

6 of these two bills. 

7           I want to stress from an 

8 operator's standpoint our primary 

9 concern is the safety of guests and 

10 staff.  I want to reinforce the fact 

11 that we are taking more time than most 

12 businesses because of the nature of 

13 food handling of making sure that we 

14 are keeping and sure that everyone is 

15 safe, not just guests but also our 

16 staff.  We employ 50 people across 

17 three restaurants and have taken time 

18 to make sure that each person feels 

19 safe returning to work and comfortable 

20 returning to work.  That's a big 

21 proponent of this as well.  

22           With that being said, we only 

23 have a few short months of warm weather 

24 and this really speaks to the 

25 timeliness of the issue.  I'd like to 
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1 respond to some of the Councilmembers' 

2 concerns and they are much greatly 

3 appreciated.  But the reason for the 

4 rush of this is the fact that we only 

5 have a few short months of warm 

6 weather.  No one is going to want to 

7 eat outside in January and February, so 

8 we need to take the time now to make 

9 sure that we are bringing restaurants 

10 back in a safe capacity that allow for 

11 diners to be responsible and staff to 

12 be responsible in a timely fashion. 

13 Weather will be a -- the warm weather 

14 will be done by October.  We're already 

15 in mid-June, so unfortunately time is 

16 of the essence here.  

17           I also want to reinforce the 

18 fact that it is the responsibility of 

19 L&I and the Health Department to make 

20 sure that things are being enforced. 

21 Absolutely, we want to make sure that 

22 folks are remaining socially 

23 responsible and adhering to the 

24 guidelines set forth by the City.  I 

25 think the guidelines set forth by the 
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1 City have been quite comprehensive and 

2 very detailed in ways to do this 

3 responsibly.  And if L&I and Health 

4 Department don't have enough folks on 

5 the ground to enforce it, that's where 

6 the issue lies.  

7           I think three warnings is way 

8 too many opportunities to give 

9 businesses a chance to rectify the 

10 situation and I think that's where the 

11 issues arise in items not being 

12 enforced.  If you are giving people the 

13 opportunity to continue receiving 

14 warnings, we're not being responsible 

15 to the health and safety of our staff 

16 and our guests.  Our revenue has seen a 

17 decline in over 60 percent since March 

18 16th and we need the opportunity to 

19 have outdoor dining in order to bring 

20 any of that back.  There are operators 

21 that are doing this responsibly.  We 

22 have taken much time in the last three 

23 months to make sure that we are laying 

24 out floorplans and flowcharts and paths 

25 to ensure that social distancing is 
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1 happening.  There are ways to do this 

2 and be responsible and we need to 

3 reward and allow the operators that are 

4 doing this properly the chance to make 

5 sure it happens.  I thank you all for 

6 your time and here for any questions.

7           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

8 you.  Thank you for your passionate 

9 testimony.  Thank you for the valuable 

10 information.  We appreciate it. 

11           Are there any Councilmembers 

12 or members of the Committee with a 

13 question for this particular witness?  

14                (No response.)

15           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Seeing 

16 and hearing there are no questions, I 

17 do thank you for your testimony.  Thank 

18 you for that valuable information -- 

19           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  

20 Mr. Chairman?  Mr. Chairman?

21           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Oh, I'm 

22 sorry.  Is that Councilmember Bass?

23           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes, it 

24 is.

25           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I'm 
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1 sorry.  Chair recognizes Councilmember 

2 Bass.  I apologize.

3           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  No 

4 problem.  So I just wanted to make a 

5 statement for the record which is that 

6 I think that anyone who is here today 

7 to testify is not -- these are not the 

8 nuisance businesses that we are 

9 referring to.  And so, we want to 

10 support business.  We want to support 

11 restaurants.  We all eat.  We all like 

12 to eat at restaurants.  And so, we 

13 would be thrilled to have 

14 establishments, great establishments 

15 like yours, like all the folks who have 

16 testified throughout the City of 

17 Philadelphia opening up and having the 

18 opportunity to dine locally in our 

19 neighborhood, to walk to a nice 

20 restaurant and to sit down and have an 

21 experience.  

22           But I think that when it 

23 comes to the nuisance businesses, that 

24 is not what this is.  We're talking 

25 about two different things completely.  
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1 It's like night and day.  And what we 

2 find is that there are some great 

3 establishments that are operating and 

4 doing a good job and then there are 

5 some not-so-great establishments that 

6 are really operating through loopholes.  

7 And so, that is what the concern is.  

8 So I in no way, shape or form want our 

9 restaurant community -- listen, as much 

10 I eat out or was eating out before 

11 COVID -- to think that we're not in 

12 support 1,000 percent.  But the 

13 question really is how do we get our 

14 restaurant community up and running 

15 quickly and at the same time make sure 

16 that we are not empowering the bad 

17 actors who are going to make life more 

18 difficult in neighborhoods that are 

19 already challenging, so I think that 

20 that's really what we're looking at.  

21 So I look forward to sidewalk dining 

22 and have the opportunity to do that and 

23 just wanted to state that for the 

24 record.  We stand in support of our 

25 restaurant community, but just want to 
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1 make sure we close any loopholes that 

2 are out there.  

3           Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

4           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

5 you, Councilmember Bass.  I appreciate 

6 your words.  Thank you.  And I echo 

7 that as well, so thank you.  I 

8 appreciate it. 

9           Are there any other questions 

10 or comments from any Councilmembers for 

11 this particular witness?

12                (No response.)

13           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Hearing 

14 there are none, I want to thank you 

15 again for your testimony.  We 

16 appreciate it.  

17           And Mr. Maynard, if you can 

18 please call on the next witness.  I'd 

19 appreciate it.  I'm sorry, before you 

20 go, Mr. Maynard, just for clarity 

21 purposes, anybody that's on the Teams 

22 now, the chat section and the raising 

23 your hand section is specifically for 

24 Councilmembers only, just as an FYI.  

25 And if you're communicating, please 
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1 make sure you mute your phone. 

2           Mr. Maynard, can you please 

3 call the next witness?  

4           THE CLERK:  Of course, 

5 Mr. Chairman.  

6           The next and final witness is 

7 Adam Leiter from East Passyunk Avenue 

8 Business Improvement District.

9           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

10 you, Mr. Maynard.  

11           Please state your name for 

12 the record and communicate your 

13 testimony.

14           MR. LEITER:  Thank you all. 

15 My name is Adam Leiter.  I am the 

16 Executive Director for the East 

17 Passyunk Avenue Business Improvement 

18 District.  I want to thank all the 

19 members of Council and the Committee 

20 here for allowing us to take the time 

21 today.  I think that so many important 

22 points have already been made.  We have 

23 submitted testimony with additional 

24 detail, so there's just a few points 

25 that I would like to reiterate in 
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1 particular. 

2           For those of you who are not 

3 familiar with East Passyunk, we are a 

4 longstanding varied and diverse 

5 business corridor that is truly known 

6 for our restaurants as well as retail, 

7 but very noted for being a driver for 

8 food-related tourism both in our 

9 neighborhood but for Philadelphia as a 

10 whole.  And so, our organizations 

11 support Bill 200351 and 200352 is 

12 absolutely imperative for the future of 

13 our corridor and even the neighborhood 

14 itself.  It's definitely being felt, 

15 the impact at the neighborhood level 

16 and beyond and having these important 

17 resources for our businesses to get 

18 back up and running, but also to make 

19 an impact as economic drivers as 

20 employers for the neighborhood is 

21 extremely important as well.  

22           Throughout this process, 

23 we've been in communication keeping 

24 them updated as to what is allowable as 

25 well as the opportunities that are now 
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1 coming to be available.  And we have 

2 surveyed hundreds of our businesses 

3 with a majority responding that they 

4 are in support of expanded sidewalk 

5 usage going out into the street for 

6 onstreet dining, and that support is 

7 coming not only from restaurants, but 

8 also from other businesses, retail and 

9 services as well.  So there is 

10 additional support beyond just the 

11 restaurants themselves.  I think that 

12 they recognize the impact that this is 

13 going to have, both in terms of 

14 bringing people back to again restart 

15 the economy, but also to the points 

16 that were brought up by some of the 

17 other speakers, that this inherently 

18 also allows and enables and enhance 

19 public safety aspect as well, by 

20 freeing up more space, by giving the 

21 restaurants the area to expand and 

22 increase the capacity that they're 

23 otherwise losing.  This also makes 

24 opportunities for more safe, thorough 

25 ways for the general public as well. 
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1           So any impact that these 

2 bills can have is going to be 

3 immediately felt and we strongly 

4 support everything that's being done 

5 here today.  We want to see 

6 Philadelphia get back into the lane of 

7 leading the way in terms of repurposing 

8 and reimagining the spaces that we have 

9 so that we can help our small 

10 restaurants and other businesses adapt 

11 and continue.

12           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

13 you.  Thank you for your testimony.  We 

14 appreciate it.  

15           Are there any questions from 

16 any Councilmembers or members of the 

17 Committee?  

18                (No response.)

19           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Hearing 

20 and seeing there are no questions for 

21 this particular witness, I again want 

22 to thank you for your valuable 

23 information.  It will be considered as 

24 we deliberate and vote on these bills, 

25 so thank you.  We appreciate it. 
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1           Mr. Maynard, are there any 

2 other witnesses?  

3           THE CLERK:  There are no 

4 further witnesses, Mr. Chairman.

5           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Are there 

6 any other questions or comments from 

7 members of the Committee?  

8           Chair recognizes 

9 Councilmember Bass.

10           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes, 

11 Mr. Chairman?  

12           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I'm 

13 sorry.  I saw that you wanted to make a 

14 statement in the chat so I wasn't    

15 sure --

16           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  That was 

17 the last one.

18           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Okay.  So 

19 I apologize.  My mistake.

20           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  No 

21 problem.

22           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I 

23 apologize.  Are there any other 

24 questions or comments from any 

25 Committee members at all?  
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1                (No response.)

2           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  There 

3 being no further questions from members 

4 of the Committee and no other witnesses 

5 to testify, I will ask that if there is 

6 anyone else present in this hearing 

7 whose name we have failed to call and 

8 wishes to offer testimony on any of the 

9 bills to be considered, that you speak 

10 now.  

11                (No response.)

12           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Hearing 

13 none, I want to thank all the panels 

14 and witnesses for their participation 

15 today.  We value your opinions.  Now, I 

16 invite all panelists and witnesses to 

17 please disconnect from the meeting 

18 before we go into our public meeting.  

19 We will pause the proceedings briefly 

20 as multiple participants will be 

21 leaving the hearing.  Thank you again 

22 for your testimony.  

23           This concludes the public 

24 hearing of the Committee.  We will now 

25 go into a public meeting to consider 
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1 the actions to be taken on the bills 

2 before the Committee today.

3           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Are we 

4 now in the public meeting or are we 

5 going to wait until everybody 

6 disconnects?  

7           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I do want 

8 to give folks a couple of minutes to 

9 disconnect.  I think everyone has 

10 disconnected.  

11           So at this point, Mr. Maynard 

12 on your end have folks disconnected?  

13           THE CLERK:  I'm looking 

14 through.  I believe everyone has 

15 disconnected.  

16           Lonnie, can you tell me who 

17 Michelle Landon is and Taneha Carroll?  

18           COUNCIL TECH SUPPORT:  Hey, 

19 David.  Can you hear me well?

20           THE CLERK:  I can hear you, 

21 yes.  

22           COUNCIL TECH SUPPORT:  Okay. 

23 So Taneha's the court reporter.  

24 Michelle, I believe she testified so I 

25 can disconnect her.  But Taneha is the 
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1 court reporter.

2           THE CLERK:  Thank you.  I 

3 appreciate it.

4           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  So just 

5 for the record I'll read the statement 

6 again.  This concludes the public 

7 hearing -- 

8           THE CLERK:  John Gidding is 

9 also here still.  Mr. Gidding, could 

10 you please disconnect or Council tech 

11 staff, can you disconnect Mr. Gidding?

12           Tech staff, can you confirm 

13 that only Councilmembers and staff are 

14 still here?  

15           COUNCIL TECH SUPPORT:  Okay.  

16 Give me one second, please. 

17           THE CLERK:  Thank you.  I 

18 appreciate it.  Sorry, Mr. Chairman.

19           COUNCIL TECH SUPPORT:  And is 

20 Sean Boslin any of your staff members 

21 at all by any chance?

22           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Yes.  

23 Sean is the Managing Director for 

24 Councilmember Gilmore Richardson.  

25           COUNCIL TECH SUPPORT:  And 
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1 Karen?  

2           THE CLERK:  Karen?  

3           COUNCIL TECH SUPPORT:  Karen 

4 Fegely or was she testifying?  

5           THE CLERK:  She is from the 

6 Administration and shouldn't be on this 

7 part, I believe.  

8           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Let's 

9 just proceed.  This concludes the 

10 public --  

11           COUNCIL TECH SUPPORT:  You're 

12 good.

13           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

14 you.  This concludes the public hearing 

15 of the Committee.  We will now go into 

16 the public meeting to consider the 

17 action to be taken on the bills before 

18 this Committee today.  

19           The Chair recognizes 

20 Councilmember Squilla for a motion on 

21 the amendment to Bill No. 200351.

22           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank 

23 you, Mr. Chairman.  I offer an 

24 amendment to Bill No. 200351.  A copy 

25 of the amendment has been circulated to 
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1 all members of the Committee.  I move 

2 that the amendment to Bill No. 200351 

3 be approved. 

4                (Duly seconded.)

5           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  It has 

6 been moved and properly seconded that 

7 the amendment to Bill No. 200351 be 

8 approved.  All those in favor of this 

9 motion will signify by saying aye.

10                (Aye.)

11           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Those 

12 opposed?  

13                (No response.)

14           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  The ayes 

15 have it.  The motion carries.  And the 

16 amendment to Bill No. 200351 has been 

17 approved.

18           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  

19 Mr. Chairman?  

20            COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Yes, 

21 ma'am.  Chair recognizes Councilmember 

22 Bass. 

23           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I would 

24 just like to make a statement for the 

25 record, in that I am going to support 



Committee on Streets and Services
June 15, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 134

1 moving forward with this bill, assuming 

2 that these amendments will suffice.  We 

3 just received these amendments so we 

4 really haven't had time for a thorough 

5 review, but I am going to support to 

6 allow the bills to come out of 

7 Committee today and having further 

8 review in the future once we do that, 

9 so it will give us a little bit more 

10 time to make sure that we close any 

11 loopholes that exist, so thank you, 

12 Mr. Chairman.  

13           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

14 you, Councilmember Bass, and I share 

15 your same concern.  You literally 

16 communicated my same sentiment and I'm 

17 hoping that we can have the proper 

18 amendments as we get ready to move the 

19 bill where it needs to be so we can 

20 support local businesses.  So thank you 

21 for that statement.

22           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank 

23 you, Chairman.

24           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  The 

25 Chairman recognizes Councilmember 
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1 Squilla again for a motion on Bill No. 

2 200351.

3           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank 

4 you, Mr. Chair.  200351 as amended, I 

5 move that Bill No. 200351 as amended be 

6 reported from this Committee with a 

7 favorable recommendation and further 

8 move that the rules of Council be 

9 suspended to permit the first reading 

10 of this bill at the next session of 

11 Council.

12           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I'm 

13 sorry.  I'm sorry.  I made a mistake.  

14 I have to start all over.  We did Bill 

15 200351 the first time.  I apologize --

16           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  We just 

17 amended it.  Now, we're passing it as 

18 amended, so we have to go through this 

19 one also.

20           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Okay.  

21 All right.  So the bill has been moved 

22 and properly seconded.  All those in 

23 favor say aye.

24                (Aye.)

25           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Those 
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1 opposed?  

2                (No response.)

3           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  It has 

4 been moved and properly seconded that 

5 Bill No. 200351 as amended be reported 

6 from this Committee with a favorable 

7 recommendation and further move that 

8 the rules of Council be suspended to 

9 permit the first reading of the bill at 

10 the next Council session.  All those in 

11 favor of this motion will signify by 

12 saying aye.

13                (Aye.) 

14           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  The ayes 

15 have it and the motion carries. 

16           The Chair recognizes 

17 Councilmember Squilla again for a 

18 motion on the amendment to Bill 200352.  

19           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank 

20 you, Mr. Chairman.  

21           I offer amendment to Bill No. 

22 200352.  A copy of the amendment has 

23 been circulated to all members of the 

24 Committee.  I move that the amendment 

25 to Bill No. 200352 be approved. 
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1                (Duly seconded.)

2           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  It's 

3 been moved and properly seconded that 

4 the amendment to Bill 200352 be 

5 approved.  All those in favor of this 

6 motion will signify by saying aye.

7                (Aye.)

8           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Those 

9 opposed?  

10                (No response.)

11           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  The ayes 

12 have it.  The motion carries, and the 

13 amendment to Bill No. 200352 has been 

14 approved.  

15           The Chair again recognizes 

16 Councilman Squilla for a motion on the 

17 bill.

18           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank 

19 you, Mr. Chairman.  

20           I move that Bill No. 200352 

21 as amended be reported from this 

22 Committee with a favorable 

23 recommendation and further move that 

24 the rules of Council be suspended as to 

25 permit the first reading of this bill 
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1 at the next session of Council.  

2                (Duly seconded.)

3           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  It's been 

4 moved and properly seconded that Bill 

5 No. 200352 as amended be reported from 

6 this Committee with a favorable 

7 recommendation and further move that 

8 the rules of Council be suspended to 

9 permit first reading of the bill at the 

10 next Council session.  All those in 

11 favor of this motion will signify by 

12 saying aye.

13                (Aye.)

14           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Those 

15 opposed?

16                (No response.)

17           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  The ayes 

18 have it and the motion carries.  

19           Are there any other 

20 statements or comments from any members 

21 of Council or anyone on this Committee?  

22           Chair recognizes 

23 Councilmember Domb.

24           COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Thank you, 

25 Mr. Chair.  
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1           I just want to thank 

2 everybody on the Committee for your 

3 vote today in support and we'll do the 

4 best we can.  We'll work through 

5 everybody's issues and I understand 

6 what they are and you got my commitment 

7 that we will do whatever we can to 

8 satisfy everyone's need, so I 

9 appreciate everybody and stay safe out 

10 there.  

11           Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

12           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

13 you, Councilmember Domb, and thank you 

14 to you and Councilmember Henon for your 

15 leadership on this particular issue.  

16           Are there any other 

17 Councilmembers who would like to be 

18 recognized?

19                (No response.)

20           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Hearing 

21 none, this concludes the business 

22 before the Committee on Streets and 

23 Services today.  I want to thank all 

24 the witnesses and I want to thank all 

25 the members of this Committee for your 
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1 attention.  I appreciate your diligence 

2 and your hard work for the citizens of 

3 Philadelphia.  Thank you.

4           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank 

5 you.  Great job, Mr. Chair.

6           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank 

7 you, sir.  I appreciate your support.

8           (Committee on Streets and 

9 Services adjourned at 12:30 p.m.)

10           

11                    -  -  -

12           

13           

14           

15           

16           

17           

18           

19           

20           

21           

22           

23           

24           

25
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1                   C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

2
             I, hereby certify that the 

3
       proceedings and evidence noted are contained 

4
       fully and accurately in the stenographic  

5
       notes taken by me in the foregoing matter, 

6
       and this is a correct transcript of the 

7
       same.  

8

9

10

11

12                ______________________________
               Court Reporter - Notary Public 

13

14

15

16

17

18

19
                 (The foregoing certification of 

20
      this transcript does not apply to any 

21
      reproduction of the same by any means, 

22
      unless under the direct control and/or 

23
      supervision of the certifying reporter.)

24

25
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