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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
afternoon. Before we begin the public
hearing, | wll nake the foll ow ng
announcenent: Due to the continuing
threat to public health from COvI D 19
and its variants, Cty Counci
Comm ttees are currently neeting
renmotely. We are using Mcrosoft
Teans to nmake these renote hearings
possi bl e.

I nstructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testinony at public hearings of
Council Committees are included in the
public hearing notices that are
published in the Daily News, |nquirer
and Legal Intelligencer prior to the
heari ngs and can al so be found on
PHLCouncil.com | now note that the
hour has cone.

Can we have the O erk please
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance, please

i ndi cate that you are present when
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your nane is called. Also, please say
a few brief words when respondi ng so
that your inmage will be displayed on
screen when you speak.

And if we can have the Cerk
now call the roll.

THE CLERK: Counci | worman
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Present. Good afternoon, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
af t er noon.

THE CLERK: Counci |l man

Johnson.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Counci | man
Thonsas.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Counci | woman
Br ooks.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Good
afternoon. |'m present.

THE CLERK: Council man Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Good

af t ernoon, Madam Chair and col | eagues.
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' m present.

THE CLERK: And, Chair Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And good
afternoon. | am present as well.
Thank you. W have a quorum of the
Comm ttee which is now present, and
this hearing is now called to order.

This is the public hearing of
the Commttee on Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Affairs regarding Bill No.
220907 and Resol ution No. 220859. |
will note at this tinme that Bill No.
220841 whi ch had been schedul ed to be
heard today will not be heard and w ||
be held at the request of the sponsor.

Clerk, will you please read
the titles of the bills and
resol utions.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 220907,
nam ng the M| Creek Recreation
Center, |located at 4700 Brown Street
as the '"Tiffany Fletcher Recreation
Center.'

And Resol ution No. 220859,

aut horizing the Conmttee of Parks &
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Recreation to hold public hearings on
the status of the City of
Phi | adel phia's Rebuild Initiative.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you. Before we begin to hear
testinmony fromthe wi tnesses we have
for today, everyone who has been
invited to the neeting to testify
shoul d be aware that this public
hearing is being recorded. Because
the hearing is public, participants
and vi ewers have no reasonabl e
expectation of privacy. By continuing
to be in the neeting, you are
consenting to being recorded.
Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for the questions
or comments they have for w tnesses, |
will note for the record at this tine
that we will use the chat feature
available in Mcrosoft Teans to all ow
Menbers to signify that they wish to
be recognized. |In order to conply
wi th the Sunshine Act, the chat

feature nmust only be used for this
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pur pose.

And before | call the derk
to call the first panel, would any of
nmy col |l eagues |i ke to make openi ng
coment s?

COUNCI LWVOVAN GAUTHI ER: |
woul d, Madam Chai r.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Chair
recogni zes Counci | woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER. Thank
you so nuch.

Good afternoon, everyone.
I'"d like to start by once again
extendi ng ny sincere condol ences to
Tiffany Fletcher's famly. | amso
sorry for your loss. Today the
Comm ttee on Parks, Recreation and
Cultural Affairs is considering a bil
that will renanme the MII| Creek
Recreation Center to honor Tiffany
Fletcher's |ife and | egacy of devoti on
to our City's children.

Every tinme |'ve spoken to
peopl e who knew and | ove Tiffany, they

spoke about how nuch she cared and how
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much she dedicated her life to
creating safe-gathering spaces for our
kids. They al so spoke about how she

| ived for her three boys and worked
hard every day to provide a | oving and
supportive hone for them

Several of Tiffany's famly
menbers and col | eagues will be
offering testinony today. And | want
to commend themfor the strength that
t hey' ve shown in the face of this
nonunment al strategy. No one shoul d
have to endure this kind of |oss.
Peopl e should be able to go to work
every day knowi ng that they' Il cone
honme to their famlies at the end of
t he day.

This particular tragedy is
magni fied by the fact that Tiffany was
wor ki ng at a Parks & Recreation
facility when she was killed. These
facilities are neant to be safe spaces
for our communities to gather. And
the feeling of safety at the MII

Creek Recreation Center was shattered

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Parks Recreation and Cultural Affairs Comm

12/ 1/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

when shots rang out on Septenber 9th.

It is our job as elected
officials to put an end to the gun
violence in this Gty that took
Tiffany's |life and has taken so many
other lives so far this year. | know
that there is nothing that | can say
that will take away the pain that
Tiffany's famly and so many others
are feeling as a result of the
sensel ess vi ol ence going on in our
communi ties.

But by renam ng the MI|
Creek Rec Center in her honor, | do
hope that the center wll stand as a
per manent rem nder of the |ove that
Tiffany had for her community and that
her life mattered. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. Thank you for those very
| nportant words.

Any ot her col | eagues, nenbers
of Council that would |ike to nmake a
statenent before we hear testinony?

(No response.)
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Wwell, I'd
also like to join ny coll eague
Counci | wman Gauthier in offering
condol ences to the famly. You know,
this is just such a tragedy. Tiffany
woul d still be alive if she wasn't
doi ng sonething that she | oved to do,
whi ch was the work that she did within
the Parks & Recreation system This
never ever, ever should have happened,
not to Tiffany, not to anyone.

| think that this is a nice
tribute to her, but | think that we
all wsh that we didn't have to do
this tribute, that she was still wth
us and that she was with her famly,
with her boys and it's an incredible
| oss for the entire Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

So I want to thank ny
col | eague Counci |l woman Gaut hi er for
offering this resolution -- this bill.
And as we proceed, we wll certainly
be keeping all of this in mnd and

praying for you and your famly. So
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t hank you so nuch

Can we have the Cerk now
call the first panel forward.

THE CLERK: Chief of Staff of
Phi | adel phia Parks & Recreation, Sudha
Sur yadevar a.

M5. SURYADEVARA: Thank you.
Actual Iy, the Deputy Comm ssioner Bil
Sal vatore will be providing testinony
on this bill.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.

THE CLERK: My apol ogi es.
Bill Salvatore, Deputy Conmm ssioner of
Prograns at Parks & Recreation.

MR, SALVATORE: |'m here.
W're ready to go?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. Please state your nanme for the
record and proceed wth your
testinmony. Bill.

MR, SALVATORE: Bill
Sal vatore, Deputy Commi ssioner of the
Program Di vi si on for Phil adel phia
Par ks & Recreation. And good

af t ernoon, Chairperson Bass and
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menbers of the Conmttee on Parks,
Recreation and Cultural Affairs. As |
said, nmy nane is Bill Salvatore. | am
t he Deputy Conm ssioner of Prograns
for the Departnment of Parks &
Recreati on.

|'"'mhere today to testify in
support of Bill No. 220907, an
ordi nance nam ng and designating the
property commonly referred to as MI |
Creek Recreation Center which is
| ocated at 4728 Brown Street as the
Tiffany Fl etcher Recreation Center in
the Gty of Philadel phia.

The MII Creek Recreation
Center is a staple of the West
Phi | adel phi a nei ghbor hood where it's
| ocated. This center provides
hundreds of fam lies safe, fun
activities and programm ng, including
basket bal | tournanents and summer sw m
| essons. These activities are nmade
possi bl e by the dedication of staff
menbers of Parks & Recreation assigned

to this facility.
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Tragically on Septenber 9,
2022, one of those workers, Tiffany
Fl etcher, was a victimof yet another
sensel ess tragedy in our Cty, killed
after being caught in crossfire while
sweepi ng outside the rec center.
Tiffany lived down the street from
MII Creek and lost her life while
doing her part to give the |ocal
children in her comunity, including
her own three sons, access to a safe,
cl ean and fun place to play.

Her ki ndness, dedication and
energy will have a lasting inpact on
the entire MII Creek conmunity,
especially to those that were
fortunate enough to have known her.
The Departnent of Parks & Recreation
al so supports this neasure. And
accordingly, | respectfully request
that Gty Council approve Bill No.
220907. |I'm al so requesting the
suspension of the rules to allow for
first reading at the next session of

Council. |I'm happy to answer any
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guestions you nmay have. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. Are there any questions from any
menbers of the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Seei ng
none, Madam Cl erk, can we have you
call the next witnesses to testify.

THE CLERK: Certainly.

Charl es McKni ght.

MR. McKNI GHT:  Good
af ternoon, everybody. M nane is
Charl es McKni ght, Assistant Rec Leader
at MII Creek. | was there --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you - -

MR. McKNI GHT: -- that day
(i naudi bl e) when the shooti ng happened
and it definitely was sensel ess.
Tiffany Fl etcher brung a spark to this
rec center, even to the nei ghborhood
when it was, you know, (i naudible).
She brought a spark. It was bringing
peopl e back when the buil ding was

cl osed down for a couple of years and
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a |lot of other stuff was going on in
the area. But once we got over here
and stuff was going on and a | ot of
progranms was happeni ng and they seen
her over here doing the work she was
doing, it brightened up a | ot of
spaces and stuff |ike that.

She worked hard. She cane to
work every day. |'m you know, when
they said they was going with
this (inaudible) --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Charl es,
you' re breaking up. |'m having sone
difficulty hearing you.

MR McKNIGHT: | think it's
the building. [|I'msorry, ny bad.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: That's
okay.

MR. McKNI GHT:  But | agree
with this bill. She did a lot of work
and neant a lot to a | ot of people
around here. She tried to bring the
community together back to MII Creek,
so |'mdefinitely proud with this

bill.

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Excell ent. Thank you so nuch for your
testi nony today.

| f we can have the O erk cal
the next three panelists in the order
in which they wll speak.

THE CLERK: We have Shana
Fletcher, Tiffany's sister; Antonio
Fl etcher, Tiffany's Brother; and Avery
Bessellieu, Tiffany's father.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And if we
can proceed in that order. M. Shana
Fl et cher.

M5. FLETCHER: Hi, |'m here.
Can you just skip ne for one second?
| was just handling sonething, and I
will be the third.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Sur e.
Okay. No problem We'Il cone back to
you. No problemat all.

Ant oni o Fl etcher.

MR. FLETCHER  Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: How are
you, sir?

MR. FLETCHER: |'m doi ng

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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fine. How about yourself?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Al
right. I'mall right. Please state
your nane for the record and proceed
Wi th your testinony.

MR, FLETCHER My nane is
Antoni o Fl etcher --

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT:  Excuse
me for a nonent, Madam Chair. | just
got a call from Channel 64 and they're
having a technical issue, so they're
trying to restart a piece of hardware
so we can get back to the live
session. |'Il get right back to
you - -

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: So are
we -- okay. So we're pausing.

M. Fletcher, ny apol ogi es.
We have to live-feed your proceedi ngs
for the public to be able to view
And it seens like there's a technica
| ssue, so they're going to cone back
to us as soon as they're ready. So
we'll start as soon as they give us

t he go- ahead.

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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MR FLETCHER:  Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: My
apol ogi es.

MR. FLETCHER  Thank you.

(Brief recess.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: My
apol ogi es once again everyone for the
delay. Let's get back to it. The
| i ne-up we had was we were going in
this order, Antonio Fletcher, Avery
Bessel | i eu and then Shana Fl et cher.

So, Antonio, if you are still
with us, we would | ove to hear your
t esti nony.

MR FLETCHER: Yes. How are
you doi ng?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: G eat.
Thank you for hanging in there with
us. Please state your nane for the
record and then proceed with your
t esti nony.

MR FLETCHER. My nane is
Antonio Fletcher. Tiffany is not only
a sibling, famly nenber, she's also

like -- it was |ike ny other half.
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Li ke, me and her is like three years
apart. | always had her since | was
like 5, she was 3. [It's just |ike
hard now goi ng down there and she's
not around.

Seeing her kids, | like to go
down there and see them And, you
know, the vibe it's |like down. | can
see it in the children's face that
they got a | ot of questions that |
can't answer. It be hard sonetines.
But the ol dest one, he's really trying
to understand, you know. But the
baby, it's hard. He be having
guestions that | don't know what to
tell him In his head, she's not
where we know she's at. He thinks
she's, you know, she's going to be
around and stuff Iike that.

And sonetines | be wanting to
say sonething. Like, | don't want him
to believe that because | don't want
himto get older and then realize that
what he was thinking for a |long tine,

that's not what it is, and it's a hard
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1 decision to nake. I'mtrying to take
2 it slow right now
3 But as far as the
4 nei ghborhood, you know, that's her
5 neighborhood. That's where we're
6 from And |I'mpretty sure they wll
7 be in awe, ecstatic about the rec
8 center being nanmed after her. |'m
9 pretty sure they would | ove that.
10 They love her. So if that's sonething
11 that they can al ways think about her
12 every day, that would be a bl essing.
13 So I'mvery supportive of the bill.
14 | would | ove to see that
15  happen. You know, that's our
16  nei ghborhood so she would | ove that
17 too.
18 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Very
19 good. Very good. Thank you.
20 MR FLETCHER  You're
21 wel cone.
22 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Yes. |
23 know it's got to be very traumatic for
24 her children in trying to understand
25 and deal with exactly what's happened.

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Parks Recreation and Cultural Affairs Comm

12/ 1/ 2022

20

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

You know, it's hard for us as adults.
| can't even imagine as a child, the
trauma you have to carry for a
lifetime in dealing with this. So
agai n, many condol ences to your
famly.

MR. FLETCHER  Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  You're
wel cone. You're wel cone.

Avery Bessel |l i eu.

MR, BESSELLI EU. Hello?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Hel |l o.
How are you? |Is this Avery?

MR, BESSELLIEU. Yes. Hello,
ever ybody.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Hel |l o.
Pl ease state your nane for the record
and then you can proceed with your
testi nony.

MR BESSELLI EU:. Avery
Bessel |l i eu, Avery Lynn Besselli eu.
I'"'mthe father of Tiffany's ol dest
son, and the next one Zahir, and
Zafir, he's ny son also. | net

Ti ffany when she was 21 years old and
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| was actually 41, and it was just a
| ove suprenme, nman. Her spirit is just
so wonderful and magnificent, that
once you neet her, man, your whole
life is changed around. She's just
the type of person that always had a
smle on her face, always | aughed,
al ways a hard-worki ng person, and she
lived in that nei ghborhood ever since
she was born, MII| Creek, period.

| cane in that area from
North Phil adel phia. | was raised and
born in North Phil adel phia. Then
noved into the house there right
across the street from her nother, and
It was just like | said, inseparable
| ove, man, and she's just a wonderful
person. \Wen she got the job at the
MIIl Creek Recreation Center, she was
SO0 excited.

| mean, every day she woul d
stop past the house and, you know, get
herself ready to go to work. And she
was really into what she was doi ng.

Her birthday just passed -- well, her
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bi rt hday was on October 14th and we
didn't get a chance to cel ebrate her
bi rt hday, but the comunity cane out.
| nmean, it was about at |east 200
peopl e in the neighborhood. You know,
we had food and ny son also did a
video that day, a rap video.

And she left nme a wonderfu
gift. She left ne with those two
children. And every tinme | look into
their eyes | see her and | feel her.
Just last night, man, it's just hard
to conceive that she's not here
anynore. You know, it's hard to
conceive. So | just -- themguys are
wor ki ng hard. They're sone hard
wor kers. They get As and Bs in
school .

"' m down here right now
wai ting for them guys to get out of
school, so |'mvery supportive of the
bill and all of the support that the
City has given throughout this tine.
You know, it's not going to bring

Ti ffany back, but she's here
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spiritually. W're doing the best we
can. Them guys go to school. | keep
them going. Zymr, he's into
basketball. He just got a job at the
Springfield Mall, so they're doing the
best they can. W' re doing what we
got to do.

And |i ke Tony said, he cones
down every day, sit there, you know,
cones in the house. And | was | ooking
at a video the other day, and ne and
himstarted crying, you know. But
tears of sorrow can be turned into
tears of joy. You know, so like you
said, the violence, man, the violence
inthe Gty is so terrible because we
hear about it all the tine. And then
when it knocks at your door, you know.

On that day, | had talked to
Tiffany that norning. She had to go
to work there. And she was telling ne
about Shaunda, Aunt Shaunda, they were
having a birthday party and she told
me to get the kids ready for the

birthday party. And that was the | ast
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time | spoke to her, not know ng that
that was going to be the last tine |
was ever going to see her again.

But once again, | just thank
you guys for all the support that
you' ve been giving us and we're going
to continue to |love on the children.
W got a lot of nice nenories. And
the last thing I want to say is that
we got a chance to go down to Ccean
Cty, MD., ne, Tiffany, ny grandson,
and we had a marvel ous tinme, you know,
a real marvelous tinme, man.

But |ike | said, she was
al ways a cheerful person, always. So
we're going to keep trying to keep
that spirit going because she was a
trooper, man. |'mtelling you, man.
She was fearl ess, fearless, man,

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Ww.

MR. BESSELLI EU. Fearl ess,
man. That girl was fearless. So
everything that they say about her is
the truth, you know what | nean. She

lived in that nei ghborhood her whol e
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life, man, you know what |'m sayi ng,
so that's a wonderful dedication. It
was t housands of people at her
funeral. It was thousands of people
at the balloon dropping. And it Kkind
of really just started to die down a
little bit. People were com ng past
t he house every day, you know what |
nmean. So we're going to keep on doing
what we got to do, you know what |
nmean, and keep her spirit alive, keep
her spirit alive.

A very good person, she was a
very good person, very, very good
person. So that's -- ny sons and
them they're about to cone out soon,
so | don't know if they want to be
able -- you guys will be able to see
them But we're doing everything we
can, the Fletcher famly, the
Bessellieu famly, you know.

And Tiffany, like | said, she
| oved ne so nuch, man. She gave ny
children ny | ast nanme, you know what |

mean. And that's, you know. Like |
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1 said, | can go on and on. I'Ill sit
2 here and talk on forever, man, about
3 that woman. You know, she was ny
4 heart, man. | |oved her very deeply.
3) COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Yeah
6 MR, BESSELLI EU. Beyond
7 recognition. So okay, yeah. Thank
8 you, Council person.
9 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: \Wel |
10 thank you for your testinony. And |
11 was just going to say it's really
12 evident that she had a huge inpact in
13 your life, a huge inpact in your life,
14  Antonio. And you can -- you know,
15 |ike nost people when you have
16 interactions with soneone, you can
17 have a positive interaction, you can
18 have a negative interaction or you can
19 have no interaction. And | think it
20 speaks to Tiffany and who she was that
21  she had such strong positive
22 interactions it seens |like with
23 everyone that she encountered. So
24 again, this is just a trenendous,
25 trenendous | oss.
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MR BESSELLI EU: Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: | think
next we had Ms. Shana Fl et cher.

M5. FLETCHER: Yes, |'m here.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: How are
you?

MS. FLETCHER: Hi. Cood.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Pl ease
state your nane for the record and

proceed with your testinony.

M5. FLETCHER: Hi. |'m Shana
Fletcher. |I'mTiffany Fletcher's
sister-in-law. |I'mnot sure if you
can see ne. I'mtrying to fiddle with
this camera, but |1'Il continue to

speak.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Yeah, we
can hear. W don't see you, but we
can hear you.

M5. FLETCHER: Ckay. | just
want ed to piggyback on what Avery and
Tony was sayi ng, Septenber 9th was
just a life-changing day. It's triple
sad because she passed away on her

father's birthday, and I'mnot sure if
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peopl e understand that. So it's even
nore difficult to know that. So we
just ook at it maybe as her dad

want ed his baby. That's what we can

| ook at that as. And we can know t hat
she's wth her dad and her other
siblings as well.

Li ke he said, she lived in
the community forever. She |oves
dealing with kids. She's very good
with kids. She does have her three
boys. | have the pleasure of now
rai sing her youngest. So he's ny
nephew, but that's ny little boy.
That's ny son now, so he's a part of
nmy imediate famly now.

And when Tiff first got the
job down at the rec center, |'m not
going to say -- we were very
concerned. W know that things could
happen. [It's just that our worst
fears did cone true, but she never
feared anything. She said, |'m going
down there, I'"mgoing to do ny job.

|"mgoing to help these kids out. W
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1 want to be in the pool. [It's hot out
2 here. She wanted to do anything to
3 get her kids as well as the kids in
4 the comunity just the opportunity,
5 because a |lot of pools weren't open.
6 A lot of playgrounds weren't clean, so
7 she was there to do just that.
8 | think renaming the rec
9 center is an awesone, awesone i dea.
10 Because when we go past the rec
11 center, we look at it, oh, it's MII
12 Creek, this is where Tiffany died.
13 want to go past and say, the Tiffany
14  Fletcher Rec Center is where change
15 began. This is where we can nove and
16 start noving and hel pi ng, give kids
17  opportunities to still go there
18 w thout fear and, you know, just get a
19 lot of things, prograns and different
20 things going for her kids, but also
21  the kids of the nei ghborhood.
22 Li ke Avery said, we have had
23 so nuch | ove and support from
24 Counci | wman Gaut hier, Kathryn Ot
25 Lovell, Jessica with Fam |y Services,
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Ant oi ne Moore. So nany peopl e have
reached out and did so nuch for these
boys, whether it was going to the

Si xers gane, going to the Eagl es gane
neeting players. They needed -- that
little bit of time doing those things
bri ght ened their day.

It will be tough going
forward, but all we can do is try to
do anything we can to keep her nane
alive, and | think renam ng the
community center would -- oh, there it
s, it just popped up -- be a great
thing. The famly would definitely
support it, and we're proud. If it
does pass, we woul d absolutely |ove
t hat .

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Wl |,

t hank you for your testinony. And
agai n, ny condol ences.

M5. FLETCHER: Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Madam
Clerk, do we have anyone el se -- oh,
" msorry. Councilwoman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: |
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1 guess I'll go after we see if we have
2 any nore w tnesses.
3 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Gkay. Do
4 we have anyone else here to testify,
5 Madam d erk?
6 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Madam
7 Chair, this is Council menber Thonas.
8 | just want you to know that |I'm
9 present.
10 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
11 you, Councilnmenber. M/ apologies. |
12 was going to acknow edge -- | did see
13 you pop up on there a little while
14  ago. Council nenber Thomas has j oi ned
15 the Committee sone tine ago. Thank
16  you, Council nenber.
17 Madam Cl erk, do we have any
18 additional witnesses to testify on
19 this bill?
20 THE CLERK: No, we do not.
21 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
22 Counci | woman Gaut hi er .
23 COUNCI LMVOVAN GAUTHI ER: |
24  just wanted to thank everyone fromthe
25 famly and who was a part of Tiffany's
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|ife who cane and spoke here so
beautifully today. And, you know, |
al so wanted to let you all know t hat
In addition to the renamng, ny office
will also be investing about $1.2
mllion in capital funding to go
towards repairs and renovations at the
rec center. And whatever else | can
find, I will put into that pot because
| think it deserves to be what Shana
said, right, the Tiffany Fletcher
Recreation Center is the place where
change begins. And we want to make
sure that it's a fitting tribute. So
t hank you, thank you, thank you.

And t hank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, Council Lady. And | have to tell
you that | really want to appl aud you
for all of your hard work, your
dedi cation and your care around the
situation. You know, it's been a
terrible tragedy. But | have to say
as a freshman nenber of Council,

you've really risen to the occasion in
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an extraordinary way in my opinion.

And | just really wanted to
say that you're doing a great job.
And the work that you've done on this
I ssue, before we had this tragedy,
this is not sonmething that you just
started speaking up about and speaking
on and trying to have an inpact, and
had your own brush unfortunately with
gunshots and gun vi ol ence.

You know, it can just feel
overwhel m ng and you've taken it al
in stride and you're really working
hard, so | just wanted to thank you
because | know it's not easy. So
t hank you, Counci |l woman.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Again, is
t here anyone el se here to testify on
this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: |If not,

we're going to pause for a nonent.

We're going to go out of order on the
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script and actually call for a vote on
this bill so that we can go ahead and
nove that. And then we have a hearing
for a resolution around Rebuild, the
Rebui | d Program which we're going to
have, which may be a little bit nore

| engthy. And that way we don't have
totie folks up for as |ong.

So | want to ask again, are
t here any ot her questions or comments
from anyone who was here today to
testify that we did not acknow edge?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And
seei ng none, are there any additional
questions or coments from nenbers of
the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.
Seei ng none, there being no further
questions from nenbers of the
Comm ttee or no other witnesses to
testify, I'll ask if there's anyone
el se present in this hearing whose

nane we have failed to call and that
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W shes to offer testinony on any of
the bills or on the bill being
consi dered today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: | see
none, and | want to thank all of the
panel s and w tnesses for their
participation. W val ue your
opinions. And I now want to invite
all panels and witnesses to pl ease
di sconnect fromthe neeting before we
go into our public neeting. We will
now pause the proceedings briefly as
mul tiple participants | eave this
heari ng. Thank you very nuch for
at t endi ng.

MR. FLETCHER: You're
wel cone.

M5. FLETCHER: Thank you,
ever ybody.

MR. BESSELLI EU: Thank you.

(Brief pause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And this

concl udes the public hearing on Bil

No. 220907. |1'mgoing to ask the
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Clerk to please call attendance, cal
the roll to take attendance. Menbers
that are in attendance wll please
I ndi cate that you are present when
your nanme is called. Also, please say
a few brief words when respondi ng so
that your inmage will be displayed on
screen when you speak.

Madam C erk.

THE CLERK: Sorry about that.
| was on nute.

Counci | woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | man
Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  |'m

sorry. Did you say Council nmenber

Thomas?

THE CLERK: Yes.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Yes, |I'm
sorry. |I'mpresent. |'msorry.

THE CLERK: No worri es.
Counci | woman Br ooks.

(No response.)
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THE CLERK: Counci | woman

Br ooks.

COUNCI LWVOVAN GAUTHI ER: |
know t hat she was here. | see she's
still connected so she m ght have sone

technical difficulties.

THE CLERK: Okay. |'l]
circle back.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: But |
know she's here.

THE CLERK: Counci |l man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Present,
Madam Chair and col | eagues.

THE CLERK: And, Chair Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: | am
present. A quorumof Conmttee
menbers are present.

And | now want to recognize
Counci | renber Gauthier for a notion on
Bill No. 220907.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No. 220907
be reported fromthis Conmttee with a

f avor abl e recommendati on and further
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nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt the first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The Chair
notes for the record that
Counci | menber Jones seconds the
notion. [It's been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 220907 be
reported fromthis Cormittee with a
favorabl e recomendati on and furt her
nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading of
this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

Al in favor of this notion
wll signify by saying aye.

(Ayes.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: |s anyone

opposed?
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Ckay.

The ayes have it and the notion

carries. And that concludes this part
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of our business for the Conmttee on
Bill No. 220907, which has been passed
out of Conmttee with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

W will now nove back into
our public hearing, and I'll ask the
Clerk to please call forward the
W tnesses to testify on Resol ution No.
220859.

THE CLERK: We have Kira
Strong, the Executive Director for
Rebui | ding Comm -- the Conmunity
Infrastructure. Sorry.

M5. STRONG Hi. Good
afternoon. Kira Strong. Hello,
ever ybody.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
afternoon, Kira. How are you?

M5. STRONG Good. How are
you, Counci |l menber?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: |'mvery
well. Thank you for asking. Please
state your name for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

M5. STRONG Okay. M nane
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Is Kira Strong. And good afternoon,
Madam Chair and al so ot her nmenbers of
the Commttee. M nane is Kira
Strong. |'mthe Executive Director of
Rebuild. 1'mjoined today by sone of
ny staff here to present testinony and
answer any questions that you nmay have
about Rebui | d.

|"'mreally excited and
pl eased to provide an update on our
progress and especially to discuss the
future of Rebuild. W have a | ot
com ng down the spike. As you al
know in 2017, the governing body al ong
wi th Mayor Kenney made history by
taking pretty bold action by creating
Rebuil d and telling Phil adel phi ans all
over this Cty that they deserve
hi gh-qual ity public places.

Rebuild is a
once-in-a-generation investnment in the
life flow of our Cty. Folks seen
predom nantly on hi gh- need
nei ghbor hoods and t hrough our work, we

have met countl ess residents who share
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with us the inprovenents comng to
their local park, rec centers and
| ibraries are not just physi cal
| nprovenents to beautify these spaces,
but are |ifesaving neasures to ensure
our children and famlies can have
safe, clean and beautiful facilities
no matter what their zip code.

Before | dive into our
desi gni ng construction progress, |'d
like to draw attention to an
achi evenent that | am especially proud
of , our diverse participation rate in
Rebuild contracts. To date, over 62
percent of our conmtted contract
dollars are going to either mnority
or wonen-owned businesses. That's
over $40 nmillion worth of work
enpowering historically
di senfranchi sed groups in the
construction industry.

Those contracts cone in the
formof contractors |like Cessler
Construction working on Fotterall

Square Park right now and Torrado
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Construction working on d avin

Pl ayground is two exanples. W also
have small er contracts propelling
smal | di verse busi nesses and

prof essi onal services. For exanpl e,
Kenneth Whoten. He's a mnority
founder and owner of STBY Productions
who hel ps tell our community stories
t hrough video and has enrolled in our
Mer chant Vendors program and Kizer
Abdul I ah who was first a partici pant
I n our Business Supports Program and
now i s a | eadership coach in our
Wor kf orce Devel opnent progr ans.

I n our design and
construction work, |'mproud to report
t hat we have conpleted 13 Fl agship
projects and we define Flagship
projects as a full Rebuild project.
And as many of you know, they can be
qui te extensive and conprehensi ve on
the sites that we address.

El even of our projects are
either in construction or preparing

for construction, with that nunber
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expected to continue to rise
especially over the next few nonths.
So that includes sites such as R vera
Rec Center and Mann O der Adult
Center, Fotterall Square Park,
Ki ngsessi ng Li brary, Cobbs Creek
Nat ure Pl ayground, Heitzman Rec Center
and Vernon Park, to nanme a few

We have 23 projects in our
architectural design and public
engagenent, and that includes an
| mrer si ve community engagenent process
where residents are actively engaged
in shaping the future of their site.
37 of our sites have received the
first fix. So what this signifies is
t hat we understand, we work very
closely with other Gty departnents
and with you all. W don't operate in
a vacuum

And we understand that these
sites are living and breathing
entities in our conmunity that need
attention sonetines ahead of that

really large inprovenent that we're
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pl anning. So this approach allows us
to supply critical funding, design and
construction when we've been asked to
step in and address urgent issues to
ensure these facilities stay open.

So this can include anything
froma boiler to ensure that the heat
wor ks during the winter, to a sanitary
pipe fix to ensure that bathroons can
function for summer canps and
af terschool prograns or it mght nean
a conplete pool rehab Iike Fishtown
Rec or $1 million roof at MK Rec
Center or Pelbano Rec Center. So new
si dewal ks such as in front of C. B
Moore Library and Belfield Rec,

Ki ngsessing Rec, athletic courts at
F.J. Myers Rec Center.

So these fixes provide
critical realtine inprovenents so
residents can continue to enjoy their
public spaces while the |arger Rebuild
project is under design and
engagenent. So while the Rebuild

programis a historic investnent in
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1 our public spaces, | think nost of us
2 here know that the need far exceeds
3 our budget education. The Rebuild
4 team has done a great job at trying to
5 raise funds in partnership with many
6 of you, we have many partners, and we
7  work together to raise additional
8 dollars for our sites.
9 Since we |ast net in June,
10 we've submtted over $43 nmillion in
11  grants and we' ve received 10, and that
12 includes 750,000 for Barrett
13 Pl ayground working in coordination
14 with Nicetown CDC, $1 million for
15 Carousel House and a little over $1
16 mllion for J. Finnegan Pl ayground.
17  That joins the over $30 mllion that
18 we've already raised to date for
19 Rebuild projects.
20 | am proud of the Rebuild
21 teamand all of our partners such as
22  you all for the work that we've been
23 able to acconplish since this program
24 started. As you all know, we've
25 weathered rising supply costs due to
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the pandemc. W' ve addressed
dramatically higher than antici pated
needs and costs at our selected sites
and we' ve worked hard to organi ze our
teamto be as efficient as possible to
nove these projects forward and
deliver on our prom se to
Phi | adel phi a.

So I'd like to thank you,
Madam Chair and Counci |l nenbers, for
your partnership and support of the
wor k we have conpl eted and had ahead
of us. Your know edge of the
| i braries, parks, playgrounds and rec
centers in your District as well as
the famlies, individuals and children
who use them has been invaluable in
ensuring our collective work in
creating high-quality public spaces
for all Philadel phians is successful.
As you all know, the need for these
spaces is nore evident now than ever.

So this concl udes ny
testinony. Thank you for your tine.

My team and | are happy to answer any
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gquestions that you may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: el |,

t hank you. Thank you for your
testinony. And | do have sone
guestions. And | wanted to start off
with the scope of Rebuild right now

So in the original Rebuild
plan, this was a $500 mllion program
correct?

M5. STRONG That's correct.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.

And can you talk to us about what
changed that down to what | understand
is now $300 mllion, so it's $200
mllion | ess than what was originally
suggest ed?

M5. STRONG  So,
Counci | wonan, we're actually at -- we
hope and project about a $400 to $450
mllion budget. It was downgraded
fromthe original $500 mllion
projection due to the fact that the
beverage taxes were comng in alittle
| ess than anticipated. So for

exanpl e, our first bond issuance was
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anticipated to be $100 mllion, and we
I ssued a bond for $86.5 m|lion.

So once that was done, we
adj usted the budget. And that's part
of the reason that this team has been
hard at work and the Adm nistration in
general really trying to raise
additional funds to bring nore noney
to the table to bring our budget back
up.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: So you're
sayi ng that the budget now is 450
mllion?

M5. STRONG It's between --
we antici pate between 400 and 450
mllion.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: 400 to
450 mllion, okay.

M5. STRONG As a rem nder,
Counci | woman, the bonds add to up
about 180 total, but we do have the
Wl liam Penn contribution of 100
mllion and a small capital
contribution fromthe Cty, and that's

what brings us to that nunber.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: What's
the contribution fromthe Cty? Can
you tell us?

MB. STRONG It's $48 nmillion
over the course of Rebuild.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: From City
capital dollars?

M5. STRONG That's correct.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.

You said 48?

M5. STRONG  Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.

And WIIliam Penn was -- they have
still held to their $100 mllion
commi t ment ?

M5. STRONG Yes, and it's a
mat chi ng setup, but it is up to $100
mllion which --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Wasn't
there additional funding in there as
wel | that was expected besides WIIliam
Penn in terns of grants that --

MS. STRONG Yeah. No,
absol utely, and we hope even nore.

We' ve rai sed about 30 mllion so far.
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| think we're at 32 mllion that we've
raised in grants since the start of
Rebui | d.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Okay.

And | said 300 mllion because the
docunentation | have here from--
let's see, | have sonething here from
It looks like it's in a Parks & Rec
newsl etter, in which Comm ssioner
Kathryn Gt Lovell says it's a $300
mllion plan, to invest $300 mllion
into rebuild Phil adel phia's parKks,
recreation centers and libraries

t hrough the Rebuild Initiative. Do
you know why that is?

M5. STRONG | don't. |
don't. W're not letting WIIliam Penn
off the hook. It could be that that
represents the nunber that we had
projected for our bond, which is
between 240 to 275. It could also
be -- and | don't want to speak for
t he Comm ssi oner, but perhaps because
she's representing an estinate towards

parks and rec center facilities and
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1 not including the libraries. |'mnot
2 sure. | would want her to answer that
3 question.
4 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: So
5 there's going to be -- this is not a
6 one-and-done hearing. So we're
7 probably going to be reconvening this
8 hearing. As | see it, it's going to
9 be a series of hearings over the next
10 few nonths so that we can -- because
11  Rebuild is such a nassive program and
12 we're really not going to have all of
13 the tinme that we need to get through
14  everything today, because there's a
15 Jot to | ook at here.
16 And so, if you could inquire
17 on your end why that statenent was
18 nmade in the notes or in this
19 newsletter that was produced by
20  Phil adel phia Parks & Recreation, and
21 we can get you the date. |[|'ll have ny
22  person reach out to you and give you
23 the information in terns of what the
24  date was, when that was published, but
25 it's fairly recent.
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M5. STRONG No probl em

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.

Al right. So this is the source of
the Rebuil d funding.

And one of the questions that
| had was around the process and the
pace of Rebuild projects. So there's
been sonme concerns, | believe, anong
Di strict Council nenbers regarding the
pace of Rebuild, and it's been
incredibly slower. And the idea and
t he push for the support of the
Rebui |l d programfromthe very
begi nning was that this was going to
go a lot faster than the use of
capital dollars. That's what we were
all told so, you know --

M5. STRONG Me too.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: -- this
Is what you all were selling and this
Is what we bought and it's a clunker.
It's a real clunker because it's not
faster than the capital budget
process. Can you explain to us how

this is happening, why this is, what
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the situationis, is it being worked
on? Can you give us sone update in
t hat ?

M5. STRONG No, | appreciate
t he question. Thank you,
Counci | menber. | think the original
design certainly with bringing in
nonprofit partners to assist, they
have great expertise. They certainly
know nei ghbor hoods. | think we work
wi th a nunber of nonprofits.

| originally think the design
was to work with a few, and we work
wi th about 11. Sonme of them are on
mul tiple projects. So we've devel oped
good and strong rel ati onshi ps there,
but there's certainly, there are a
nunber of partners. W worked and
built our teaminternally to
accommodat e the vol une of project, and
sone of the challenges certainly over
t he past couple of years -- and to
make sure that we can nove projects
qui ckly because we certainly feel the

press and the need for these
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facilities' inprovenent.

W al so understand the
di si nvest nent has been occurring over
many, many decades, 50 to 60 years.

We al so understand, | think in

refl ection and being a couple of years
In here, that the original budgets for
Rebuild and the original intent were
safe, clean and ready to use, and they
wer e nore nodest.

And | think as the beverage
tax passed, the vision of Rebuild took
hol d and you start engaging wth
community nmenbers, | think the vision
for what Rebuild could be grew beyond
safe, clean and ready to use. So the
scope of our projects grew --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Not to
I nterrupt you, but | do want to say as
Chair of Parks & Recreation safe,
clean and ready to use was never --
this is new phraseology to ne. That
was never sonething that was
communi cated | think on a wde --

maybe it was sonething internal within
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your departnent, but it was certainly
not hi ng that was di scussed with the
Commi ttee or on a larger scale in
community neetings and out in public,
so I'mnot exactly sure where that
canme from To be honest, this is the
first time that |'"'mreally hearing

t hat phraseol ogy, the safe, clean and
ready to use.

What we thought was that this
was going to be an opportunity. And
" mjust going to be honest, what the
Adm nistration sold to us, that this
was going to be a great opportunity to
get these old dilapidated buil di ngs
that we've been patching up and tapi ng
together with duck tape and bubbl e gum
for a very long tine, that we were
going to have new facilitates. That's
what was sol d.

And | think that it was sold
In a very robust way. There were
school kids that were com ng down
hol di ng up signs supporting Rebuild,

pl ease Council vote for Rebuild, we
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want nice libraries and recreation
centers and new facilities. So it was
never just sort of like we're going to
clean it up, brush it up, paint it up
sort of philosophy. It was much nore
I ntensive fromny point of view, |']
say.

M5. STRONG | agree. And |
think it's a once-in-a-generation
i ke, you know, in our kind of
lifetime. | hope not, but it is a
once-in-a-generation opportunity to
really do right by facilities that
haven't seen investnent in so long, so
| couldn't agree nore.

| also think we work together
to create really anbitious
participation goals and diversity
goals and a real commtnent | think
fromCty Council and the
Adm nistration to ensure that
residents' voices were heard in the
design of these facilities. And I
will say |I've had a couple

constituents cone up to ne over the
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past couple of years and say, these
things aren't fast.

And we understand t hat
sonetines the small er businesses m ght
not be able to turn around a bid, for
exanpl e, for seven days and they need
alittle time to stop what they're
doing, tend to their back office, put
a bid together for a job, I'mjust
throwi ng out an exanple. And there's
time taken on the engagenent side that
I's sonething you need to take in, is
sonet hi ng to understand. Well,
facilitates use this way now, but
per haps the vision going forward
t hi ngs have changed and it's going to
| ook a little different going forward.

So | think there's been great
care taken, and we've had the support
fromour partners at Library and you
all and Parks & Rec to make sure that
we get this right because it really is
a once-in-a-generational opportunity.
And | wll say that is not always

speedy, but we are conmtted to the
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pl aces where ny team | know is
probably signed, we're commtted to
where we can push things, we push

t hi ngs, and our partners know that as
wel | because people feel the urgency
for sure.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.

Yes, pushing the urgency | would say
Is critically inportant because we
don't have the safe spaces for our
young people. W just had the hearing
rededicating the MII Creek Playground
i n honor of our Rec Center Worker
Tiffany Fl etcher who was killed at
work. And | know, Kira, you' ve heard
It and you're here.

But the nore of our young
people that we're able to pull off the
streets who were involved in negative
activity, the less likely we are to
have sonething |like this happen, which
devastates an entire famly. So
that's why -- | know you get it and
that's why it's so inportant.

But | just can't express
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enough of the urgency of why we need
to pick up the pace with Rebuild and
also really give the people what we
told themwe were going to give them
whi ch was ni ce new shiny buil di ngs.
That's really what we were selling.
W weren't selling clean and -- what
was it, clean and ready to use. W
weren't selling that at all.

So with that, I'"'mgoing to
pause for a second and see if any of
ny col | eagues had any questions for
Ms. Strong?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: No, okay.
Counci | man Jones, did you have a
guestion? | see you |l eaning forward.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: You saw
t he body | anguage, huh?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: | saw the
body | anguage. | thought so. Ckay.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Counci | man.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: |
absol utely bought into and still
support the notion that PreK was
inportant and | think to a degree we
have kind of fulfilled that prom se
with the sugary drinks tax. More
young people are getting a hand-up
headstart to being proficient at
reading and math than ever before. So
to that degree, | believe that we have
fulfilled that prom se creating seats
in PreK

Sonehow, and sone peopl e say
it's because of the pandem c, | heard,
al luded to that sone of the chall enges
of working with nonprofits. However
and nevertheless, when | go to a
community neeting in Haddi ngton or
when you go to a community up at the
21st Ward in the hinterlands of
Roxbor ough, they don't want to hear
It. They're paying nore for soda.
Menber Bass, we al nbst got our faces
put on mlk cartons in ShopRites

around town because we had t he
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audacity to support that.

So here we are in the | ast
part of the Adm nistration, we have to
put shovels in the ground. There is a
thing in my mnd called anal ysis
paral ysis, that you study a thing, you
study a thing and you study a thing
until the original findings of the
study are obsol ete.

And | understand that during
t hat pandemic, inflation took off and
that projects cost 20 percent nore
these days. Well, let ne assure you
t hat our coll eagues in Harrisburg have
a $12 billion, with a B, surplus. And
It wouldn't take nmuch convincing in
the spirit of anti-violence, in the
spirit of recreation and engagenent
W th our young people to convince them
to support those deficits within those
proj ected projects.

But what | cannot do is sit
back and, you know, as we run down the
cl ock, people start to find other

opportunities, other jobs, they're
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wavi ng us good-bye, we're having a
goi ng-away party, but my coll eagues
are going to still be here. MW
col | eagues are going to have to answer
as to why did you support this and we
don't have a new bl ade of grass, a new
basketbal | court, a new gymmasiumto
send our kids to.

So I don't know what the
| npedi nents are. But for sure as we
go into this year's budget process, |
think we have to be a little nore
insistent, a little nore radical about
it. So what can we expect in the next
30 days as shovels in the ground
and/ or ribbon cuttings after
conpl etion?

M5. STRONG  Thank you,
Council man. We are excited that we
have a nunber of projects anticipated
to break ground in the spring. The
next 30 days we have Cobbs Creek
Environnmental Center Pl ayground that
I s breaking ground, which is great.

We had phenonenal state support for
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that site.

As you know, we've sought
state support for other sites and have
been fortunate in your District a
little bit. ['ll be honest, we would
| ove to see nore fromthe state. W
t hought they could be a little nore
generous and we woul d appreciate
anyone's help there and certainly
advocating and working in tandem and
partnership with our State
representatives.

But the spring, we wll see a
nunber of sites breaking ground which
is terrific. And | think that will |
t hi nk show t he nonmentum of the new
year in 2023. W do have comng up --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So can you
provide to the Chair that list and
t hose attached dates of antici pated
gr oundbr eaki ngs?

M5. STRONG  Yup. They also
go out in our Council report that gets
sent to all Council nmenbers as well, so

we can make sure to highlight those.
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But in terns of some of the ribbon
cuttings that you'll see shortly too,

| just want to add Heitzman Rec Center
IS nearing conpletion as is 3 avin

Pl ayground. W al so have the Cobbs
Environmental Center is starting work
on sone roof repairs, HVAC repairs.

W have the Kingsessing
Li brary starting construction in
January. Rivera Rec Center and Mann
O der Adult Center will be finishing
up in the early spring, and then
Vernon Park also will be starting
construction shortly or actually
finishing. That's a pretty short
duration, which is great. So happy to
al so provide that |list. Happy to nmake
sure that's really evident in the
Council report we currently provide,
but | hope that's hel pful too.

Lots of action in the spring
at Al Pearl man, Council menber.
Hopefully in April is the --

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Now,

you're tal king ny | anguage.
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M5. STRONG  Yeah.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Now, this
Is the first iteration of Rebuild
projects. Isn't there supposed to be
a Year 2, a second introduction of
sites?

M5. STRONG W have del ayed
on any future introduction sites
real |y around budget concerns, know ng
that the current list we have is going
to even exceed -- the need exceeds the
budget we have with the current Ilist,
so we have not tal ked about a second
list of sites recently, Council man.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.
And t hank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, Council man. Excellent questions.

So that |l eads ne to ask you,
Kira, this was originally supposed to
be a seven-year program \W're
nearing Year | don't know what, 5, the
end of Year 5. And so, we should be
nore than hal fway conplete. W should

actually be ending the second round of
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projects being conpleted. W should
be wrappi ng those up and we haven't
even w apped up or cone close to
wrapping up in nmany cases the first
year's projects.

| don't want to go through --
| have sone statistics here, and you
can check the nunbers and tell ne if
you agree or disagree at a later
point. But I'll tell you just a few
exanpl es on expenditures to date on
conpl eted projects by D strict.

You' ve spent $1,017, 372.27
thus far on the 1st Council District.
On the 2nd Council District, you've
spent about $556. 901, so about half of
what was spent in the 1st Counci l
District was spent in the 2nd
according to our nunbers. In the 3rd
Council District, thus far you've
spent about $1, 160, 783. 06.

In the 4th Counci l
District, expenditures to date on
projects is $1,295,858.12. In the 5th
District, you' ve spent $9, 987, 914. 29.
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In the 6th District, you' ve spent
$2,004,069.15. In the 7th D strict,
you' ve spent $486, 286. 53.

In the 8th District, which is
nmy District, you' ve spent $414,814. 85.
In the 9th Council District, you've
spent thus far $92,698.77. And in the
10th District, to date you' ve spent
$2,633,139.19. So there is a vast
array of spendi ng done by each Counci
District. In some Districts, it |ooks
like they're actually on target to
neet the goals of the Rebuild program
so that by five years end, you are at
the end of the second round. It |ooks
| i ke based on the nunbers thus far
that you' ve at |east conpleted one
round. And in other Districts, for
exanple, I'mjust going to use mne
because |'mpartial to the 8th Council
District, in the 8th Council D strict
you' ve only spent $414, 000.

So how do we go fromit | ooks
on average $1 to 2 mllion on a | ot of

t hese projects, as high as al nost
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$10 mllion and then as | ow as under
$100, 000 in Councilman Philli ps'
District inthe 9th District. And
then in the 8th District neighboring,
whi ch probably has nore of a need, you
spent less than a half a mllion
dollars. And again, this is five
years in. So we spend on average |
guess roughly under $100, 000 per year
t hroughout the 8th District. So these
nunbers really don't nmake sense to ne.
They don't make sense in any way,
shape or form because if we're really
trying to do things that make a
difference and we're trying to get

t hi ngs done before the end of this
seven-year project, we're way off.
There's no question about it. W are
just really, really way off.

M5. STRONG  So,
Counci | renber, it will be hel pful
maybe to get --

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Poi nt  of
I nf ormati on.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  |'m
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sorry. Point of information from
Counci | man Thomas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: | just
wanted to echo what you're saying. |
live -- while I'm a Council nenber
At-large, | do live in the 9th
Councilmanic District. | spend a |ot
of tinme in the 8th Council manic
District. This has been a point of
enphasis that |'ve heard from
Counci | menber Bass. But just being a
coach and sonebody who travels across
the Gty, there's a clear distinction
as it relates to nei ghborhoods where
rec centers are feasible conpared to
pl aces where rec centers are just not
up to par.

And | think at the end of the
day | don't want the Chair of this
Comm ttee because she is the Chair and
she does represent a District, for
this to be a situation where it's just
an isolated incident or her favoring
her District. | can talk about the

Danny Runph Rec Center and the issues
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1 there. | can tal k about Lonnie Young.
2 | can nane the rec centers in
3 the 8th District and the 9th District,
4 but especially inthe 8th District
5 that are just not up to par. | would
6 Jlove to do a canp. | do a free canp
7 every summer. We |ooked at doing it
8 inthe 8th District. And no
9 exaggeration, it's just not nmany
10 places where you can have the
11 conbination of a quality, safe indoor,
12 outdoor court to be able to offer free
13 programm ng for young people.
14 | know a | ot of fol ks who do
15 the progranmm ng there and they're
16 | eaving the area. They know t hat
17 there's a need as it relates to the
18 young people who live there, but the
19 facilities just aren't not up to par.
200 So | thought it would be inportant
21 that | add ny voice to the choir
22  because | know fol ks are going to say
23 that the Chair of this Commttee has a
24 bias because she represents that area,
25 and maybe that's true. But as
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sonebody who represents the entire
City who's in rec centers all across
the Gty of Philadelphia, | can tel
you that that part of the nei ghborhood
needs the bi ggest hug.

So | just wanted to echo your
concern, Council nmenber Bass. And
hopefully as we not just answer this
guestion but disburse these resources,
really ook at this through an
equitable lens. So it's one thing to
say it, but it's another thing to put
the noney behind it. So thank you,
Counci | menber. | appreciate you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, Council man, for backing nme up.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Poi nt  of
I nformation for Councilwoman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Madam Chair.

One, | wanted to just
acknow edge that, yes, this has been a

much | onger process than anyone
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1 anticipated. |It's frustrating for us.
2 It's frustrating for the conmunity.
3 And | also, you know, |I'm nervous too
4 as we cone to the end of the
5 Administration what this neans for
6 Rebuild going forward.
7 | do think the sl ow down has
8 been for a variety of reasons. |
9 don't think any of theminclude a | ack
10 of hard work or dedication on behal f
11  of Kira Strong and her staff, so | did
12 want to acknowl edge that. And | --
13 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yes.
14 COUNCI LMVOVAN GAUTHI ER: - -
15 also wanted to say for ny D strict,
16 that the mllion or 2 that you read
17 off, that sounds extrenely low. But |
18 know for ny District, even though the
19 projects have noved forward really
200 slowy, all of my projects are noving
21 into sone state of late design and
22 construction over the next year and a
23 half. So | probably have, especially
24 when you |l ook at very |arge projects
25 |ike Kingsessing and Cobbs Creeks,
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tens of mllions of dollars that are
about to be expended pretty soon.

So | just wanted to nmake it
clear that it's taking a |ong tine,
but many of ny projects are noving
forward at the exact sane tinme. And
that's why the tens of mllions of
dollars aren't reflected on that
sheet. And I will let Kira answer for
hersel f and her team obvi ously, but
just wanted to offer that for the
record.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you. Thank you, Council|wonan.

Kira, did you want to respond
to anything?

M5. STRONG Yes. Thank you.
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| just wanted to check in on
t he nunbers because they don't -- and
If you at sone point as a follow up
coul d share your source, that would be
real |y hel pful

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Sure. No

probl em
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M5. STRONG W have, you
know, our FY22 spend was 28.5 mllion.
And our total spend right now is about
77 mllion. So |I'mwondering maybe
that was just out of the capital funds
and it doesn't include the bond, and
we have really prioritized spendi ng
t hose bond dollars. So we have a nuch
| arger spend in each of the Districts.
So | hope that's hel pful to hear.
They're all in the mllions --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: That is
hel pful to hear because it's very
troubling if these nunbers were
accurate. So --

M5. STRONG Me too.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Yes. So
we're going to go back to find out
exactly where the nunbers origi nated
from but these were official
Adm ni stration figures.

M5. STRONG |'m happy to
check on that.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yeah, but

we'll find out for sure.
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Any addi tional questions or

comments from nenbers of Council ?
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And |
t hi nk because we had such a | engthy
del ay, break, whatever, | think what
we're going to do is go to our
Wi tnesses nowto testify. And as |
said, Kira, what we'd like to do is
make this a nonthly neeting so that we
can stay on top of exactly what's
happeni ng and keep the public inforned
about what's happening in their
nei ghbor hood.

Peopl e are concerned. W
hear about it all the tinme. And so,
there's a lot, a lot of anguish around
why do our rec centers |ook like this,
why do our public anenities, why do
they not serve the public. And I'm
sure you understand. But | know you
do have a hard-working team W
appreciate your hard work, but there
Is still so much nore work to be done.

Ckay.
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Madam Cl erk, can you call the
first panel of w tnesses.

THE CLERK: Yes. From
Ni cetown CDC, the Chief Operating
O ficer Maj eedah Rashi d.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Maj eedah
Rashi d.

M5. RASHI D:. Good afternoon,
everyone. M nane is Maj eedah Rashi d.
| amthe Chief Qperating Oficer of
the Nicetown CDC and | thank you,
Madam Chair and our Council woman Bass,
for allowing ne this opportunity to
testify, and thank you to the entire
Commi tt ee.

| wll just nove forward
wWth ny testinony just to say the
Ni cetown CDC is fortunate in having
been sel ected as the Rebuild Project
User for two major Rebuild projects,
Barrett Playground in District Counci
8 and the Shepard Recreation Center,
which is District Council 4. W have
been engaged in this effort for

approximately three years since 1999
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when we were first awarded.

The intent of the Rebuild
programis to be applauded. The need
for inprovenents to our comunity
facilities is difficult to overstate
and the need for first-class community
facilities that can support conmunity-
wi de programm ng has never been
greater, particularly prograns that
address the needs of our young people
who face ever-increasing chall enges.

Based on our experience and
maj or i ssue with the Rebuild program
is the difficulty facing any new
rat her |arge undertaking and that is
the need to build from scratch program
housi ng, 1 nplenmentation procedures and
best practices, and inportantly
bui |l ding a conpetent staff to
adm ni ster the program Staffing
began with the core group, al nbst none
of whomrenmained wwth the office.

Thi s operational ranp-up was
occurring as the programwas rolled

out. It actually was flying the plane
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while building it. At this point in
time, the programstructure is well-
establ i shed and conpetently staffed.
The current obstacle to a nore
acceptable |l evel of progress is the
bal | ooni ng cost of construction in the
face of inadequate project funding.

A perfect stormof events has
caused unprecedented construction
costs, including general inflation,
COVI D- i nduced supply chain
di sruptions, increased construction,
demand | abor shortages and even the
war in Ukraine. These unintended
I ncreases in cost have created the
prospect of cutting back on the
| nprovenents i ntended and proposed for
these community facilities.
Aggravating this problemis using the
Rebui | d nodel, these proposed
| nprovenents were devised through a
t horough and extensive community
engagenent process with the residents
of the nei ghborhoods and community

st akehol ders.
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The community expects these
| nprovenents. The conmunity deserves
t hese i nprovenents. As we nove
forward toward construction, we face
t he prospect of scaling back the
projects, which is in the interest of
none involved with associated with the
Rebui l d programor its intended
beneficiaries.

The struggle to advance the
proj ect design to undertake
construction bids wthout adequate
funds sinply leads to further del ay
and ultimate di sappointnent. |t mnust
be said that this problemis not a
proj ect-based matter. It is a
program based problem and the
sol ution nust be devised at the
program | evel. Project Users should
not be asked to shoul der the burden of
resol ving the problem at the project
level. And that's basically the end
of ny testinony.

But | do want to add that

just to enphasize the community aspect
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1 of it and basically how -- and again,
2 |1 just want to thank Council woman Bass
3 for the project fromday 1 for us in
4 District Council 8 when she took it
5 upon herself to take us to all these
6 different facilities that were in
7 outrageous |levels of disrepair, and
8 alnost all of them and we |earned all
9 about the need even nore than we knew
10 and al so about the process, so to nmake
11  sure mnority participation and
12 communi ty engagenent was i nvol ved,
13 big, big, mgjorly needed.
14 So right now just to speak on
15 the community aspect, that
16  Council people and Project Users are
17 out here basically boots-on-the-ground
18 and we hear it. W hear it, and over
19 tinme these del ays cause distrust, and
20 that's not what we're trying to
21 achieve. The worst thing you could
22 have is people that don't trust you,
23 and we keep going back to the
24  community saying the sane thing,
25 construction, supply chain, this, that
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and the other and they are | ooking at
us like we're lying basically, just to
be honest.

So | just want to say that
it's very frustrating and very
di sheartening to keep comng to the
communi ty when they've been so engaged
fromthe survey level. W' ve taken
hundr eds of surveys asking the
communi ty what do you want, and we
know t hat they want hubs of
revitalization that's going to bring
all the needs to themand that's what
Project Users are doing. That's what
the Nicetown CDC team has been doing
I n cooperation wth our Council people
to make sure that conmmunity influence
Is there. And we don't want to shave
down or water down the process or give
thema rinky-dink facility, and that's
what they think we're doing right now
And it's just hard to explain over and
over about these del ays.

And one of the delays that is

really hurting me to ny heart right
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now i s because one of the soldiers and
pi oneers in Logan where the Barrett

Pl ayground is, Ms. Marion Johnson,
very wel | -known community activist,
City Legislative Assistant for years
in the 9th District, all of that, cane
to every neeting that -- if she could
start the neeting herself, she would
do it. And she passed away recently.
But weekly, nonthly for years, all she
wanted to know i s when are you goi ng
to break ground, when are you going to
break ground, cone on, Myjeedah, you
know.

And | got a call maybe |ess
than a week ago and they inforned ne
the level of which she was ill, and
t he people that called, conme on, can
you just give ne an idea of when. And
it's very hurtful. So we got to find
a way to get this process noving. And
as you stated, Councilwoman, that it's
supposed to be faster and it's not.

We also sold that to the comunity.

So we got to find a way to make it
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happen and on the | evel that the
comrunity wants and deserves.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Wl |,

t hank you for your testinony,

Maj eedah. Thank you. | can only echo
and underscore everything that you
just said about the frustration with

t hese projects and the anount of tine
It's taking.

And even, you know, Kira, |
know t hat you're aware about |'Il| use
Barrett Playground as an exanpl e,
which is the project that N cetown CDC
is the Project User on and in which it
was recommended to us at one point
that we not build a gym that we build
a structure, sort of |like the outside
fort, but we not put in the courts,
the floor, the walls, all the things
that make the gymreally usable. And
It's just disappointing. It's really
di sappoi nti ng.

And |'m saying that not so
much for you, Kira, because you

al ready know, but really because |
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want the public to know that we're
doi ng everything that we possibly can.
And listen, Kira will tell you that we
don't take no for an answer and we've
been fighting to nake sure that we can
get what it is that we need for this
conmuni ty.

This recreation center has
not been touched, and | do nean hasn't
been touched before this probably for
at least 50 years. And so, it's in
depl orabl e condition, it was in
depl orabl e conditi on because the tiny
little building that was there was
denol i shed.

And what we need is to figure
out how do we make all of these
proj ects happen and what we sold, that
we actually deliver on. Wat we
actually sold with soda tax and our
prom ses and all of the things that we
offered, this is about faith in
governnment as well. And so, we want
peopl e to have faith. Wen

governnent, when a Mayor gives his
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word that this is what he's going to
do and that this is what his
initiative is, that it actually does
cone through.

So thank you, Majeedah, for
your testinony today.

M5. RASHI D:. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And can
we have the next -- can we have our
Clerk call the next three witnesses to
testify.

THE CLERK: Yes. From Lonnie
Young Advi sory Council, we have
Deborah Fortune; from Barrett
Pl ayground, Sheila Bellamy; from
Wat ervi ew Recreation Center, the
Advi sory Council President Eric
Worl ey; and Keith Kunz for the Water
Tower .

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Very
good. Al of whom | know very well.
They're very, very active within the
Parks & Recreation system

Deborah, if we could have you

start first, we'll go in that order.
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Pl ease state your nane for the record
and proceed with your testinony.

M5. FORTUNE: Good eveni ng.
Thank you. Deborah Fortune from
Lonni e Young Rec Center. |'m
basically -- | don't even know where
to start. Lonnie Young needs a | ot of
work. Work orders go in. Wrk orders
are not being filled. W're not
getting supplies. And it bothers ne
because our children don't have
nowhere to go.

You know, you can go in. You
know, you got the gym you got the
football, you got the cheerl eaders in
there. But other things you can't do
because we don't have the building up
to code and up to par. You can go in
t he bat hroons and stuff and you see
pai nt chips, you know, peeling off the
walls and things. That's unsafe for
our children.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Mm hmm

M5. FORTUNE: If we want to

have events in our auditorium we
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can't because the tiles and things
fromthe ceilings is all mssing. The
roof still |eaks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: NMm hnmm

M5. FORTUNE: So ny question
I's when is soneone going to actually
bring noney into the Gernmantown area.
We al so have, you know, and |I'm going
to put it out there about Wster
Pl aygr ound.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yes.

M5. FORTUNE: | be over there
al so. They need a |ot.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yes.

M5. FORTUNE: They need nore
space in that building. Wy haven't
no one tal ked about addi ng nodul es or
sonet hi ng onto that extra space over
there for Wster.

COUNCI LMOVAN BASS: | -- |I'm

sorry. Go ahead. Proceed with your

testinony, Deborah. |'msorry.
M5. FORTUNE: |'mgoing to
stop right there. |I'mnot going to go

no further because there's a whol e
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list. But |I would just |ike to have
some answers. And |I'mtired of -- you
hear everything being done for other
areas but not in the Germantown area,
District 8.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Mm hmm

M5. FORTUNE: Can soneone
actually give nme some answers?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Wl |,
Deborah, 1'Il tell you what | know,
which is that when we originally
signed on for Rebuild and agreed to
support the programthrough Mayor
Kenney's Adm nistration, we nmade the
pitch that every District should be
supported equally, that if it's a $500
mllion program basically divide that
up by 10 Districts and every District
shoul d be getting roughly about $50
mllion.

And it was only this year in
the spring that we found out that we
were getting far |ess than everyone
el se was getting, not everyone, but

Districts that were simlarly situated
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that were in need. So the 8th Counci
District was receiving sonething |ike
$25, $30 nmillion where other Districts
were receiving in the 50s, $55, $59
mllion, and these were Districts that
were simlar.

There were some Districts
that don't have the sane anount of
historic need. | would say the areas
t hat have been, just to be honest,
that tend to have been better taken
care of over the years, like the Far
Nort heast areas, sone parts of South
Phi | adel phia, so they didn't receive
as much. But ny thinking is that they
didn't receive as nuch because the
need was not nearly as great.

But in the 8th Counci
District we've been | obbying for quite
sone tinme that when those funds were
di stributed, that they should be
distributed equally and they were not.
So that's the only explanation that |
can give you.

M5. FORTUNE: They shoul d be.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Absol utely.

M5. FORTUNE: And the --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  And there
Is our fight.

M5. FORTUNE: And, you know,
you're constantly taking staff from
Lonni e Young. Lonni e Young been up
and running for quite sone tine
wi t hout mai nt enance.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And you
know, Deb, sone of these concerns are
not Rebuild concerns, but actually
Phi | adel phia Parks & Recreation
concerns, but it all works together
basically offering a recreation center
that either works really well or
doesn't work at all. But thank you
for your testinony, Debbie.

M5. FORTUNE: Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Next
we're going to hear from Sheila
Bellany fromthe Barrett Playground
Advi sory Council. Sheila, are you

still with us?
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M5. BELLAMY: Yes, | am
Thank you, Councilwoman Bass. |
appreciate you giving ne this
opportunity. M nane is Sheila
Bellamy and I'mthe Committee person
at 4910. As a 40-year resident of
Logan, there hasn't been any updates
or renovations to Barrett. During ny
time as President, the activities
I ncl uded holiday parties, school
drives where we supplied each child
books and school supplies, free
basket bal | and football canps,
nmentoring prograns, college tours and
et cetera. This community is in dire
need and is deserving of a new
facility.

Many deep cl eani ng net hods
have been tried to cleanse floors and
bat hr oons, but the stains and snells
are too enbedded into the floors and
in the walls. A new facility can be
attractive to a dimconmunity. This
has the potential to bring new

i nterest and activities for the youth

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Parks Recreation and Cultural Affairs Comm 92

12/ 1/ 2022
1 and the elderly in the area. | am
2 fully on board to assist in any
3 capacity to push this forward.
4 Al so, | was present when
5 Mayor Kenney canme out to take a | ook
6 at Barrett Playground and prom sed us
7 anewfacility. | thank you very nuch
8 for you all listening. And | thank
9 you, Councilwonman Bass, for allow ng
10 e to give ny testinony.
11 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
12 you, Sheila. Thank you. And you were
13 present when Mayor Kenney was
14  pronoting the Rebuild program W all
15 did a wal kt hrough at Barrett
16 Pl ayground that he could see the
17  depl orabl e conditions, so thank you.
18 M5. BELLAMY: You're nore
19  than wel cone.
20 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Next Eric
21 Wrley. FEric, are you still with us?
22 MR WORLEY: Yes, |'mstill
23 here. Can you guys hear ne?
24 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Hi, Eric.
25 How are you? Please state your nane
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for the record and begin your
t esti nony.

MR, WORLEY: Yes. Good
af ternoon, everyone. M nane is Eric
Wrley. | ama proud resident of
District 8 in the Gernmant own
community, longtine resident, and |
serve as the Advisory Counci
Presi dent at Watervi ew Recreation
Center. Wiile | appreciate this
opportunity, I"'mmad that |I've
actually kind of mssed this party up
until this point. | wish | would have
been engaged in many of the
(i naudi bl e) conversation. | think |
really learned a |ot.

But the reason for ny
testinony and the reason for ne
wanting to join the conversation is,
A, as a longtine resident of the
Ger mant own conmunity, | ama proud
product of \WAterview Recreation
Center, so | have the unique
opportunity of kind of serving in the

capacity now as the Advi sory Counci
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President in the exact sane rec center
that | grew up in.

After hearing a lot of the
testinonies and a | ot of the
conversations today, | think
absolutely share in a lot of the
frustration of a ot of ny
counterparts as it pertains to the
conditions of our rec centers.
think for ne it takes it a bit
personal just in regards to the work
that | do across the Cty and all of
the nonprofits, the youth-serving
nonprofits that | personally work in.

| have the ability to kind of
nove around in and out of our schools
and in and out of our rec centers
across the CGty. And one thing that
has becone extrenely evident is the
inequities as | travel across the City
with the availability and the access
and the conditions of sone of the rec
centers in other parts of the Gty and
t hen when | cone back to ny hone rec

center of Waterview and the community
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1 that | livein, | see the condition of
2 the facilities that many of the people
3 nentioned on this call here.
4 So what | wanted to do is, A
5 basically really | earn nore about the
6 whole Rebuild process which | think a
7 fewthings were clearly brought to ny
8 attention during this call, so | think
9 that will allow nme to begin to nove
10 forward in support as | begin to
11 attenpt to advocate for Waterview
12 Recreation Center, which is simlar to
13 Lonnie Young, simlar to Mallory,
14 simlar to Wster. They are all in
15 really, really bad condition.
16 Just a few personal things
17 just to kind of close out, one of the
18 things that Kira Strong nentioned was
19 the Rebuild is a
20 once-in-a-generational opportunity to
21 get sone of these facilities rebuilt.
22 | am 47 years old. And one of the
23 things | always nention when | think
24 about Waterview Recreation Center, the
25 same nonkey bars that | broke nmy arm
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on when | was in elenentary school are
t hose sanme nonkey bars that are stil
there. So that is telling you al

t hat Wat ervi ew Recreation Center

out door space is the exact sane as it
was when | was an el enentary schoo

kid at Fulton El enentary School

pl ayi ng on the nonkey bars and fell
and broke ny arm | think that is an
extrene disgrace.

So when you | ook at the
physi cal (inaudible), and then when I
began to see the ongoing drug activity
I n our nei ghborhood, those who are
famliar wth the Chew and Chelten
area of our Cty, it's probably one of
t he nost busi est and weal t hi est open
drug markets in our Gty.

And the young and ol d people
who sell drugs and do drugs al ong that
corridor are many individuals that I
grew up with, many of the individuals
that | hel ped raise, and they kind of
brag at the fact that the Chew and

Chel ten open drug market is one of the
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weal t hi est and richest drug markets in
our Cty. But then | see all of these
young peopl e wal king by Watervi ew
Recreation Center day-in and day-out.
They don't stop in there to play
basketball, they don't take their kids
to play in the playground, they don't
go inside the rec center for the
activities.

Then obviously, | think about
nmy experience growi ng up. You know,
If it wasn't for Waterview Recreation
Center, | would have been wal ki ng
ri ght past Waterview Recreation Center
going to Chew and Chelten just I|ike
many of the young people are doing
today. So that clearly shows ne the
I npact and the power that a
hi gh-functi oning recreation center has
the ability to do. And I have
personally seen the way that the
Inability of Waterview to engage this
communi ty has had such a negative
| npact on several generations of

people up to this point.
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So with that all being said,
| am ki nd of eager to continue on this
journey to do whatever is needed to
support Waterview Recreation Center.
| hear ny sister from Lonni e Young
Recreation Center loud and clear. |
| ove the sentinents and the support
t hat Counci |l woman Bass' office has has
been giving us over at Waterview.

| Iove to hear ny good friend
Counci |l man Thomas |ift up District 8
In his experience and our conmunity.
And |'m here for the party, folKks.
Any and all conversations that | can
be a part of, anything that | need to
be doing to kind of elevate and get
sonme attention brought to Watervi ew
Recreation Center is what | am
commtted to doing, so anyone on the
call that can support nme in that way
can point ne in the right direction,
pl ease pull ne in.

And all of those fol ks that
are in District 8 or the nearby

Districts, anything that we can do to
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support each other, let's connect and
do what we can to support the young
peopl e of the communities in which we
live in. And | thank you all.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. Thank you, Eric. W appreciate
your testinony today. You've been
someone who ny first visit to
Wat ervi ew, you showed ne around nmany
noons ago before | was in office. |
was there on a tour. You showed ne
around. And the interesting thing,
unfortunate thing is that you showed
me a leak in the gym

MR WORLEY: Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And t hat
| eak was patched up, hal fway repaired.
And right now what's the status of it,
Eric?

MR. WORLEY: | actually think
that -- so it's funny, Councilwoman
Bass, you're absolutely right. So
t hat same exact |eak still persists in
that sane gymin that sane spot, so

we' ve been patching that roof every
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1 wnter. Wth the wwnter comng, | can
2 guarantee you that the rec center wll
3 have to shut down for several days
4 during the winter because the sane ole
5 boiler will break and there will be no
6 heat. So all of the sanme issues that
7 are persisting at Waterview for a
8 wvery, very long tine still exists
9 unfortunately.
10 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Wl |,
11 listen, we're going to continue to
12 stay on this issue. W're not going
13 to let our foot off of the gas because
14  jit's way, way too inportant. As you
15 said, the difference between your
16 trajectory and that of others in the
17 nei ghbor hood has been access to
18 Waterview, access to functioning
19 prograns and services in the
20 recreation center that has really
21 deteriorated over the years and needs
22  to be brought back online. So we hear
23 you loud and clear. And thank you for
24  being here for your testinony, Eric.
25 MR, WORLEY: You're wel cone.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: So next
up was Keith. W have Keith Kunz from
Wat er Tower.

MR. KUNZ: Good afternoon,

Counci | Chairperson Bass. How are

you?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
afternoon. |'mvery well. How are
you?

MR KUNZ: 1'mgood. So if
everyone doesn't know ne, ny nane is
Keith Kunz. | amthe President of the
Wat er Tower Advisory Council, and |
want to thank you all for allow ng ne
to speak today.

First, | want to start by
saying that Rebuild is a strong
resource for the Cty of Phil adel phi a,
just the programneeds a bit of a
t weaki ng. \When Rebuild was started in
2017, the Gty asked for a punchli st
fromGty enployees. Cty enpl oyees
that quite frankly didn't know exactly
what they were | ooking at or even what

some of the things on the |ist even
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meant .

Sonme of these were just from
the infrastructure side, plunbing,
heati ng, air-conditioning, ADA
conpl i ancy, water runoff, electrical,
hi storic preservation as nost of our
bui | di ngs are ol der, structural
engi neering. Mny of these enpl oyees,
they did their best. But nmjor
oversi ghts have been nmde.

And just us at Water Tower,
| i ke many of you, we've had maj or
I ssues with heating. And Council woman
Bass has worked with us because we've
had to shut down our afterschool
program W have over 100 kids daily
I n our afterschool program and we've
had to shut down because we didn't
have enough heat.

Wth that, we also in the
summer had to shut down our summer
canp, which has over 120 kids and we
can have nore, but the electricity
shuts off in the sumertine. Any tine

it goes over 95 degrees, 96, the
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electricity shuts off. W have no
air-conditioning and we have w ndow
air-conditioners.

On top of that, we have
basenment fl oodi ng. W have bat hroons
I n the basenent that have not been
used and serviceable for over two
decades. W have a basebal | bat
hol ding up a heating pipe on top of
the main electrical service. W now
call it, we nowrefer to it as the
structural bat. Nothing in the
bui | di ng neets code.

When we were given a new
boiler, it didn't even match the old
boiler that was in that was taken out.
So when it drops bel ow 40 degrees,
anybody in the building has to wear a
coat. The kids in the gym pl ayi ng
basketball or even the kids in the
gymmastics gym they have to wear
coats. And now you start sweating
under that coat, and this just | eads
to people getting sick, and that's not

good for anybody.
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We are a busy rec center at
Water Tower and we can do a | ot nore,
we can have a lot nore things for
people if we could just get sone of
t hese itens addressed. ADA
conplaint -- we used to be a voting
facility, but we can't do that because
we're not ADA-conpliant. Part of this
goes back to these punchlists that the
Cty enpl oyees were asked to give and
they didn't know what they were
| ooking at. Most of these enpl oyees
cane from the programm ng departnent,
so they had no idea what they were
| ooking at. And that's what these
heari ngs need to be, to try and redo
Rebuild so it inproves all of our
facilities, not just a few That's
all 1 have for today.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Wl |
t hank you, Keith. | really do
appreciate that. And you |like so many
ot hers who have spoken today really
are on the ground and know exactly

what' s happening. And the thing about
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it is, Water Tower is in Chestnut
HIll. And there's always a perception
that Chestnut Hi |l doesn't have any
needs what soever.

l"mhorrified at the idea of
a basebal |l bat holding up a pipe near
an electrical --

MR KUNZ: It's on top of it.

COUNCI LWVOVAN BASS:  -- on
a -- say it again.

MR KUNZ: It's on top of it.

COUNCI LMOVAN BASS: It's on
top of it. Yeah, that's not good.
That's not so good. That could go
really, really badly and sonebody
could get hurt, so |'mcertainly
hopi ng that the Adm nistration is
listening and will send sonmeone out to
address that right away.

| know we've certainly nmade
sure that repairs were done. But
clearly again, when we thought about
Rebui | d, when we passed soda tax, when
we thought we were getting, you know,

| don't think anybody thought about
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tearing down Water Tower or Waterview,
but certainly providing a significant
anmount of internal upgrades that woul d
be a fresh renovation inside of an

exi sting building, an existing
structure. That's what the
expectation was. And clearly, it's
fallen very short of the expectation.
But | thank you for being here and for
your testinony today.

Madam Cl erk, can we have you
call the next panel of w tnesses.

THE CLERK: There are no nore
Wi t nesses.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: There are
no nore W tnesses here today. Ckay.
And in the interest of tinme because we
are a little bit over the tine
allotted for the hearing, and again
this is going to be a nonthly hearing,
SO we're going to reconvene this
Commttee and this conversation in
early January. And we're going to go
over the nunbers.

And by the way, Kira, |
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1 assune that you're still on. Kira,
2 are you still here? | do want to --
3 so ny staff did get back to ne on
4 those nunbers that | provided you
5 earlier. And she said that they were
6 provided by your office. This is what
7 we received fromyour office in terns
8 of the expenditures to date. So we'll
9 provide to you what was sent over to
10 us. So that's where those nunbers
11 cane from
12 M5. STRONG  Thank you.
13 COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: But we
14 wll have an opportunity to revisit
15 that in January. And also, I'm
16  hopeful that you're hearing what is
17 being said today so that as you're
18 nmaki ng deci si ons about not doing a
19 second round, recognizing that in the
20 first round, particularly |I would say
21 in the 8h D strict was inadequate and
22 | think in sonme of these other
23 Districts as well, | would advocate
24 for a nunber of them
25 And we can certainly talk
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with our Menbers and with your office
offline. But there are a nunber of
Districts that really have not been
adequately serviced. They just don't
have t he needs addressed of the
District.

And wth that being said, |
want to thank everyone for being here
in this hearing today. | do want to
ask before | hang up or before we go,
Is there anyone el se here who's
present at this hearing whose nanme we
have failed to call and that w shes to
offer testinony on any of the bill --
on this resolution, we already passed
the bill, on this resolution that we
are considering today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.
And not seeing anyone, | want to thank
everyone for attending this hearing.

We are going to recess until the cal

of the Chair, and we will resune in
early January. A date certain will be
set .

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Parks Recreation and Cultural Affairs Comm

12/ 1/ 2022

109

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

And one last itemis that if
anyone is listening and would like to
testify, please contact my office at
215-686-3424 for the next hearing so
t hat we can hear your testinony as
well on this subject matter. Thank
you everyone, and everyone have a
Happy Hol i day season and a Happy New
Year. W will talk to you in the new
year. Thank you.

M5. RASHI D: Thank you,
Counci | woman.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thanks,
Maj eedah.

M5. RASHI D: You're wel cone.

M5. FORTUNE: Thank you,
Counci | woman.

MS. BELLAMWY: Thank you,
Counci | woman.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. Thank you, everyone.

M5. STRONG  Thank you,
Counci | woman.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank

you.
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(Commttee on Parks,
Recreation and Cultural Affairs

concluded at 4:05 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are contai ned
fully and accurately in the stenographic
notes taken by nme in the foregoing matter,
and this is a correct transcript of the

sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcript does not apply to any reproduction
of the sanme by any neans, unl ess under the
direct control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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