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 1                 -  -  -

 2          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good

 3 afternoon.  Before we begin the public

 4 hearing, I will make the following

 5 announcement:  Due to the continuing

 6 threat to public health from COVID-19

 7 and its variants, City Council

 8 Committees are currently meeting

 9 remotely.  We are using Microsoft

10 Teams to make these remote hearings

11 possible.

12          Instructions for how the

13 public may view and offer public

14 testimony at public hearings of

15 Council Committees are included in the

16 public hearing notices that are

17 published in the Daily News, Inquirer

18 and Legal Intelligencer prior to the

19 hearings and can also be found on

20 PHLCouncil.com.  I now note that the

21 hour has come.

22          Can we have the Clerk please

23 call the roll to take attendance.

24 Members that are in attendance, please

25 indicate that you are present when
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 1 your name is called.  Also, please say

 2 a few brief words when responding so

 3 that your image will be displayed on

 4 screen when you speak.

 5          And if we can have the Clerk

 6 now call the roll.

 7          THE CLERK:  Councilwoman

 8 Gauthier.

 9          COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:

10 Present.  Good afternoon, Madam Chair.

11          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good

12 afternoon.

13          THE CLERK:  Councilman

14 Johnson.

15               (No response.)

16          THE CLERK:  Councilman

17 Thomas.

18               (No response.)

19          THE CLERK:  Councilwoman

20 Brooks.

21          COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Good

22 afternoon.  I'm present.

23          THE CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

24          COUNCILMAN JONES:  Good

25 afternoon, Madam Chair and colleagues.
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 1 I'm present.

 2          THE CLERK:  And, Chair Bass.

 3          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And good

 4 afternoon.  I am present as well.

 5 Thank you.  We have a quorum of the

 6 Committee which is now present, and

 7 this hearing is now called to order.

 8          This is the public hearing of

 9 the Committee on Parks, Recreation and

10 Cultural Affairs regarding Bill No.

11 220907 and Resolution No. 220859.  I

12 will note at this time that Bill No.

13 220841 which had been scheduled to be

14 heard today will not be heard and will

15 be held at the request of the sponsor.

16          Clerk, will you please read

17 the titles of the bills and

18 resolutions.

19          THE CLERK:  Bill No. 220907,

20 naming the Mill Creek Recreation

21 Center, located at 4700 Brown Street

22 as the 'Tiffany Fletcher Recreation

23 Center.'

24          And Resolution No. 220859,

25 authorizing the Committee of Parks &
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 1 Recreation to hold public hearings on

 2 the status of the City of

 3 Philadelphia's Rebuild Initiative.

 4          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank

 5 you.  Before we begin to hear

 6 testimony from the witnesses we have

 7 for today, everyone who has been

 8 invited to the meeting to testify

 9 should be aware that this public

10 hearing is being recorded.  Because

11 the hearing is public, participants

12 and viewers have no reasonable

13 expectation of privacy.  By continuing

14 to be in the meeting, you are

15 consenting to being recorded.

16          Additionally, prior to

17 recognizing Members for the questions

18 or comments they have for witnesses, I

19 will note for the record at this time

20 that we will use the chat feature

21 available in Microsoft Teams to allow

22 Members to signify that they wish to

23 be recognized.  In order to comply

24 with the Sunshine Act, the chat

25 feature must only be used for this
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 1 purpose.

 2          And before I call the Clerk

 3 to call the first panel, would any of

 4 my colleagues like to make opening

 5 comments?

 6          COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  I

 7 would, Madam Chair.

 8          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Chair

 9 recognizes Councilwoman Gauthier.

10          COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Thank

11 you so much.

12          Good afternoon, everyone.

13 I'd like to start by once again

14 extending my sincere condolences to

15 Tiffany Fletcher's family.  I am so

16 sorry for your loss.  Today the

17 Committee on Parks, Recreation and

18 Cultural Affairs is considering a bill

19 that will rename the Mill Creek

20 Recreation Center to honor Tiffany

21 Fletcher's life and legacy of devotion

22 to our City's children.

23          Every time I've spoken to

24 people who knew and love Tiffany, they

25 spoke about how much she cared and how
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 1 much she dedicated her life to

 2 creating safe-gathering spaces for our

 3 kids.  They also spoke about how she

 4 lived for her three boys and worked

 5 hard every day to provide a loving and

 6 supportive home for them.

 7          Several of Tiffany's family

 8 members and colleagues will be

 9 offering testimony today.  And I want

10 to commend them for the strength that

11 they've shown in the face of this

12 monumental strategy.  No one should

13 have to endure this kind of loss.

14 People should be able to go to work

15 every day knowing that they'll come

16 home to their families at the end of

17 the day.

18          This particular tragedy is

19 magnified by the fact that Tiffany was

20 working at a Parks & Recreation

21 facility when she was killed.  These

22 facilities are meant to be safe spaces

23 for our communities to gather.  And

24 the feeling of safety at the Mill

25 Creek Recreation Center was shattered
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 1 when shots rang out on September 9th.

 2          It is our job as elected

 3 officials to put an end to the gun

 4 violence in this City that took

 5 Tiffany's life and has taken so many

 6 other lives so far this year.  I know

 7 that there is nothing that I can say

 8 that will take away the pain that

 9 Tiffany's family and so many others

10 are feeling as a result of the

11 senseless violence going on in our

12 communities.

13          But by renaming the Mill

14 Creek Rec Center in her honor, I do

15 hope that the center will stand as a

16 permanent reminder of the love that

17 Tiffany had for her community and that

18 her life mattered.  Thank you.

19          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank

20 you.  Thank you for those very

21 important words.

22          Any other colleagues, members

23 of Council that would like to make a

24 statement before we hear testimony?

25               (No response.)
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 1          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Well, I'd

 2 also like to join my colleague

 3 Councilwoman Gauthier in offering

 4 condolences to the family.  You know,

 5 this is just such a tragedy.  Tiffany

 6 would still be alive if she wasn't

 7 doing something that she loved to do,

 8 which was the work that she did within

 9 the Parks & Recreation system.  This

10 never ever, ever should have happened,

11 not to Tiffany, not to anyone.

12          I think that this is a nice

13 tribute to her, but I think that we

14 all wish that we didn't have to do

15 this tribute, that she was still with

16 us and that she was with her family,

17 with her boys and it's an incredible

18 loss for the entire City of

19 Philadelphia.

20          So I want to thank my

21 colleague Councilwoman Gauthier for

22 offering this resolution -- this bill.

23 And as we proceed, we will certainly

24 be keeping all of this in mind and

25 praying for you and your family.  So
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 1 thank you so much.

 2          Can we have the Clerk now

 3 call the first panel forward.

 4          THE CLERK:  Chief of Staff of

 5 Philadelphia Parks & Recreation, Sudha

 6 Suryadevara.

 7          MS. SURYADEVARA:  Thank you.

 8 Actually, the Deputy Commissioner Bill

 9 Salvatore will be providing testimony

10 on this bill.

11          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.

12          THE CLERK:  My apologies.

13 Bill Salvatore, Deputy Commissioner of

14 Programs at Parks & Recreation.

15          MR. SALVATORE:  I'm here.

16 We're ready to go?

17          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank

18 you.  Please state your name for the

19 record and proceed with your

20 testimony.  Bill.

21          MR. SALVATORE:  Bill

22 Salvatore, Deputy Commissioner of the

23 Program Division for Philadelphia

24 Parks & Recreation.  And good

25 afternoon, Chairperson Bass and
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 1 members of the Committee on Parks,

 2 Recreation and Cultural Affairs.  As I

 3 said, my name is Bill Salvatore.  I am

 4 the Deputy Commissioner of Programs

 5 for the Department of Parks &

 6 Recreation.

 7          I'm here today to testify in

 8 support of Bill No. 220907, an

 9 ordinance naming and designating the

10 property commonly referred to as Mill

11 Creek Recreation Center which is

12 located at 4728 Brown Street as the

13 Tiffany Fletcher Recreation Center in

14 the City of Philadelphia.

15          The Mill Creek Recreation

16 Center is a staple of the West

17 Philadelphia neighborhood where it's

18 located.  This center provides

19 hundreds of families safe, fun

20 activities and programming, including

21 basketball tournaments and summer swim

22 lessons.  These activities are made

23 possible by the dedication of staff

24 members of Parks & Recreation assigned

25 to this facility.
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 1          Tragically on September 9,

 2 2022, one of those workers, Tiffany

 3 Fletcher, was a victim of yet another

 4 senseless tragedy in our City, killed

 5 after being caught in crossfire while

 6 sweeping outside the rec center.

 7 Tiffany lived down the street from

 8 Mill Creek and lost her life while

 9 doing her part to give the local

10 children in her community, including

11 her own three sons, access to a safe,

12 clean and fun place to play.

13          Her kindness, dedication and

14 energy will have a lasting impact on

15 the entire Mill Creek community,

16 especially to those that were

17 fortunate enough to have known her.

18 The Department of Parks & Recreation

19 also supports this measure.  And

20 accordingly, I respectfully request

21 that City Council approve Bill No.

22 220907.  I'm also requesting the

23 suspension of the rules to allow for

24 first reading at the next session of

25 Council.  I'm happy to answer any
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 1 questions you may have.  Thank you.

 2          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank

 3 you.  Are there any questions from any

 4 members of the Committee?

 5               (No response.)

 6          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Seeing

 7 none, Madam Clerk, can we have you

 8 call the next witnesses to testify.

 9          THE CLERK:  Certainly.

10 Charles McKnight.

11          MR. McKNIGHT:  Good

12 afternoon, everybody.  My name is

13 Charles McKnight, Assistant Rec Leader

14 at Mill Creek.  I was there --

15          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank

16 you --

17          MR. McKNIGHT:  -- that day

18 (inaudible) when the shooting happened

19 and it definitely was senseless.

20 Tiffany Fletcher brung a spark to this

21 rec center, even to the neighborhood

22 when it was, you know, (inaudible).

23 She brought a spark.  It was bringing

24 people back when the building was

25 closed down for a couple of years and
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 1 a lot of other stuff was going on in

 2 the area.  But once we got over here

 3 and stuff was going on and a lot of

 4 programs was happening and they seen

 5 her over here doing the work she was

 6 doing, it brightened up a lot of

 7 spaces and stuff like that.

 8          She worked hard.  She came to

 9 work every day.  I'm, you know, when

10 they said they was going with

11 this (inaudible) --

12          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Charles,

13 you're breaking up.  I'm having some

14 difficulty hearing you.

15          MR. McKNIGHT:  I think it's

16 the building.  I'm sorry, my bad.

17          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  That's

18 okay.

19          MR. McKNIGHT:  But I agree

20 with this bill.  She did a lot of work

21 and meant a lot to a lot of people

22 around here.  She tried to bring the

23 community together back to Mill Creek,

24 so I'm definitely proud with this

25 bill.
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 1          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:

 2 Excellent.  Thank you so much for your

 3 testimony today.

 4          If we can have the Clerk call

 5 the next three panelists in the order

 6 in which they will speak.

 7          THE CLERK:  We have Shana

 8 Fletcher, Tiffany's sister; Antonio

 9 Fletcher, Tiffany's Brother; and Avery

10 Bessellieu, Tiffany's father.

11          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And if we

12 can proceed in that order.  Ms. Shana

13 Fletcher.

14          MS. FLETCHER:  Hi, I'm here.

15 Can you just skip me for one second?

16 I was just handling something, and I

17 will be the third.

18          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Sure.

19 Okay.  No problem.  We'll come back to

20 you.  No problem at all.

21          Antonio Fletcher.

22          MR. FLETCHER:  Yes.

23          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  How are

24 you, sir?

25          MR. FLETCHER:  I'm doing
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 1 fine.  How about yourself?

 2          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  All

 3 right.  I'm all right.  Please state

 4 your name for the record and proceed

 5 with your testimony.

 6          MR. FLETCHER:  My name is

 7 Antonio Fletcher --

 8          COUNCIL TECH SUPPORT:  Excuse

 9 me for a moment, Madam Chair.  I just

10 got a call from Channel 64 and they're

11 having a technical issue, so they're

12 trying to restart a piece of hardware

13 so we can get back to the live

14 session.  I'll get right back to

15 you --

16          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  So are

17 we -- okay.  So we're pausing.

18          Mr. Fletcher, my apologies.

19 We have to live-feed your proceedings

20 for the public to be able to view.

21 And it seems like there's a technical

22 issue, so they're going to come back

23 to us as soon as they're ready.  So

24 we'll start as soon as they give us

25 the go-ahead.
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 1          MR. FLETCHER:  Yes.

 2          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  My

 3 apologies.

 4          MR. FLETCHER:  Thank you.

 5               (Brief recess.)

 6          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  My

 7 apologies once again everyone for the

 8 delay.  Let's get back to it.  The

 9 line-up we had was we were going in

10 this order, Antonio Fletcher, Avery

11 Bessellieu and then Shana Fletcher.

12          So, Antonio, if you are still

13 with us, we would love to hear your

14 testimony.

15          MR. FLETCHER:  Yes.  How are

16 you doing?

17          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Great.

18 Thank you for hanging in there with

19 us.  Please state your name for the

20 record and then proceed with your

21 testimony.

22          MR. FLETCHER:  My name is

23 Antonio Fletcher.  Tiffany is not only

24 a sibling, family member, she's also

25 like -- it was like my other half.
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 1 Like, me and her is like three years

 2 apart.  I always had her since I was

 3 like 5, she was 3.  It's just like

 4 hard now going down there and she's

 5 not around.

 6          Seeing her kids, I like to go

 7 down there and see them.  And, you

 8 know, the vibe it's like down.  I can

 9 see it in the children's face that

10 they got a lot of questions that I

11 can't answer.  It be hard sometimes.

12 But the oldest one, he's really trying

13 to understand, you know.  But the

14 baby, it's hard.  He be having

15 questions that I don't know what to

16 tell him.  In his head, she's not

17 where we know she's at.  He thinks

18 she's, you know, she's going to be

19 around and stuff like that.

20          And sometimes I be wanting to

21 say something.  Like, I don't want him

22 to believe that because I don't want

23 him to get older and then realize that

24 what he was thinking for a long time,

25 that's not what it is, and it's a hard
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 1 decision to make.  I'm trying to take

 2 it slow right now.

 3          But as far as the

 4 neighborhood, you know, that's her

 5 neighborhood.  That's where we're

 6 from.  And I'm pretty sure they will

 7 be in awe, ecstatic about the rec

 8 center being named after her.  I'm

 9 pretty sure they would love that.

10 They love her.  So if that's something

11 that they can always think about her

12 every day, that would be a blessing.

13 So I'm very supportive of the bill.

14          I would love to see that

15 happen.  You know, that's our

16 neighborhood so she would love that

17 too.

18          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Very

19 good.  Very good.  Thank you.

20          MR. FLETCHER:  You're

21 welcome.

22          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes.  I

23 know it's got to be very traumatic for

24 her children in trying to understand

25 and deal with exactly what's happened.
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 1 You know, it's hard for us as adults.

 2 I can't even imagine as a child, the

 3 trauma you have to carry for a

 4 lifetime in dealing with this.  So

 5 again, many condolences to your

 6 family.

 7          MR. FLETCHER:  Thank you.

 8          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  You're

 9 welcome.  You're welcome.

10          Avery Bessellieu.

11          MR. BESSELLIEU:  Hello?

12          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hello.

13 How are you?  Is this Avery?

14          MR. BESSELLIEU:  Yes.  Hello,

15 everybody.

16          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hello.

17 Please state your name for the record

18 and then you can proceed with your

19 testimony.

20          MR. BESSELLIEU:  Avery

21 Bessellieu, Avery Lynn Bessellieu.

22 I'm the father of Tiffany's oldest

23 son, and the next one Zahir, and

24 Zafir, he's my son also.  I met

25 Tiffany when she was 21 years old and
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 1 I was actually 41, and it was just a

 2 love supreme, man.  Her spirit is just

 3 so wonderful and magnificent, that

 4 once you meet her, man, your whole

 5 life is changed around.  She's just

 6 the type of person that always had a

 7 smile on her face, always laughed,

 8 always a hard-working person, and she

 9 lived in that neighborhood ever since

10 she was born, Mill Creek, period.

11          I came in that area from

12 North Philadelphia.  I was raised and

13 born in North Philadelphia.  Then I

14 moved into the house there right

15 across the street from her mother, and

16 it was just like I said, inseparable

17 love, man, and she's just a wonderful

18 person.  When she got the job at the

19 Mill Creek Recreation Center, she was

20 so excited.

21          I mean, every day she would

22 stop past the house and, you know, get

23 herself ready to go to work.  And she

24 was really into what she was doing.

25 Her birthday just passed -- well, her
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 1 birthday was on October 14th and we

 2 didn't get a chance to celebrate her

 3 birthday, but the community came out.

 4 I mean, it was about at least 200

 5 people in the neighborhood.  You know,

 6 we had food and my son also did a

 7 video that day, a rap video.

 8          And she left me a wonderful

 9 gift.  She left me with those two

10 children.  And every time I look into

11 their eyes I see her and I feel her.

12 Just last night, man, it's just hard

13 to conceive that she's not here

14 anymore.  You know, it's hard to

15 conceive.  So I just -- them guys are

16 working hard.  They're some hard

17 workers.  They get As and Bs in

18 school.

19          I'm down here right now

20 waiting for them guys to get out of

21 school, so I'm very supportive of the

22 bill and all of the support that the

23 City has given throughout this time.

24 You know, it's not going to bring

25 Tiffany back, but she's here
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 1 spiritually.  We're doing the best we

 2 can.  Them guys go to school.  I keep

 3 them going.  Zymir, he's into

 4 basketball.  He just got a job at the

 5 Springfield Mall, so they're doing the

 6 best they can.  We're doing what we

 7 got to do.

 8          And like Tony said, he comes

 9 down every day, sit there, you know,

10 comes in the house.  And I was looking

11 at a video the other day, and me and

12 him started crying, you know.  But

13 tears of sorrow can be turned into

14 tears of joy.  You know, so like you

15 said, the violence, man, the violence

16 in the City is so terrible because we

17 hear about it all the time.  And then

18 when it knocks at your door, you know.

19          On that day, I had talked to

20 Tiffany that morning.  She had to go

21 to work there.  And she was telling me

22 about Shaunda, Aunt Shaunda, they were

23 having a birthday party and she told

24 me to get the kids ready for the

25 birthday party.  And that was the last
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 1 time I spoke to her, not knowing that

 2 that was going to be the last time I

 3 was ever going to see her again.

 4          But once again, I just thank

 5 you guys for all the support that

 6 you've been giving us and we're going

 7 to continue to love on the children.

 8 We got a lot of nice memories.  And

 9 the last thing I want to say is that

10 we got a chance to go down to Ocean

11 City, M.D., me, Tiffany, my grandson,

12 and we had a marvelous time, you know,

13 a real marvelous time, man.

14          But like I said, she was

15 always a cheerful person, always.  So

16 we're going to keep trying to keep

17 that spirit going because she was a

18 trooper, man.  I'm telling you, man.

19 She was fearless, fearless, man,

20          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Wow.

21          MR. BESSELLIEU:  Fearless,

22 man.  That girl was fearless.  So

23 everything that they say about her is

24 the truth, you know what I mean.  She

25 lived in that neighborhood her whole
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 1 life, man, you know what I'm saying,

 2 so that's a wonderful dedication.  It

 3 was thousands of people at her

 4 funeral.  It was thousands of people

 5 at the balloon dropping.  And it kind

 6 of really just started to die down a

 7 little bit.  People were coming past

 8 the house every day, you know what I

 9 mean.  So we're going to keep on doing

10 what we got to do, you know what I

11 mean, and keep her spirit alive, keep

12 her spirit alive.

13          A very good person, she was a

14 very good person, very, very good

15 person.  So that's -- my sons and

16 them, they're about to come out soon,

17 so I don't know if they want to be

18 able -- you guys will be able to see

19 them.  But we're doing everything we

20 can, the Fletcher family, the

21 Bessellieu family, you know.

22          And Tiffany, like I said, she

23 loved me so much, man.  She gave my

24 children my last name, you know what I

25 mean.  And that's, you know.  Like I
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 1 said, I can go on and on.  I'll sit

 2 here and talk on forever, man, about

 3 that woman.  You know, she was my

 4 heart, man.  I loved her very deeply.

 5          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yeah.

 6          MR. BESSELLIEU:  Beyond

 7 recognition.  So okay, yeah.  Thank

 8 you, Councilperson.

 9          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Well,

10 thank you for your testimony.  And I

11 was just going to say it's really

12 evident that she had a huge impact in

13 your life, a huge impact in your life,

14 Antonio.  And you can -- you know,

15 like most people when you have

16 interactions with someone, you can

17 have a positive interaction, you can

18 have a negative interaction or you can

19 have no interaction.  And I think it

20 speaks to Tiffany and who she was that

21 she had such strong positive

22 interactions it seems like with

23 everyone that she encountered.  So

24 again, this is just a tremendous,

25 tremendous loss.
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 1          MR. BESSELLIEU:  Yes.

 2          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I think

 3 next we had Ms. Shana Fletcher.

 4          MS. FLETCHER:  Yes, I'm here.

 5          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  How are

 6 you?

 7          MS. FLETCHER:  Hi.  Good.

 8          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Please

 9 state your name for the record and

10 proceed with your testimony.

11          MS. FLETCHER:  Hi.  I'm Shana

12 Fletcher.  I'm Tiffany Fletcher's

13 sister-in-law.  I'm not sure if you

14 can see me.  I'm trying to fiddle with

15 this camera, but I'll continue to

16 speak.

17          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yeah, we

18 can hear.  We don't see you, but we

19 can hear you.

20          MS. FLETCHER:  Okay.  I just

21 wanted to piggyback on what Avery and

22 Tony was saying, September 9th was

23 just a life-changing day.  It's triple

24 sad because she passed away on her

25 father's birthday, and I'm not sure if
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 1 people understand that.  So it's even

 2 more difficult to know that.  So we

 3 just look at it maybe as her dad

 4 wanted his baby.  That's what we can

 5 look at that as.  And we can know that

 6 she's with her dad and her other

 7 siblings as well.

 8          Like he said, she lived in

 9 the community forever.  She loves

10 dealing with kids.  She's very good

11 with kids.  She does have her three

12 boys.  I have the pleasure of now

13 raising her youngest.  So he's my

14 nephew, but that's my little boy.

15 That's my son now, so he's a part of

16 my immediate family now.

17          And when Tiff first got the

18 job down at the rec center, I'm not

19 going to say -- we were very

20 concerned.  We know that things could

21 happen.  It's just that our worst

22 fears did come true, but she never

23 feared anything.  She said, I'm going

24 down there, I'm going to do my job.

25 I'm going to help these kids out.  We
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 1 want to be in the pool.  It's hot out

 2 here.  She wanted to do anything to

 3 get her kids as well as the kids in

 4 the community just the opportunity,

 5 because a lot of pools weren't open.

 6 A lot of playgrounds weren't clean, so

 7 she was there to do just that.

 8          I think renaming the rec

 9 center is an awesome, awesome idea.

10 Because when we go past the rec

11 center, we look at it, oh, it's Mill

12 Creek, this is where Tiffany died.  I

13 want to go past and say, the Tiffany

14 Fletcher Rec Center is where change

15 began.  This is where we can move and

16 start moving and helping, give kids

17 opportunities to still go there

18 without fear and, you know, just get a

19 lot of things, programs and different

20 things going for her kids, but also

21 the kids of the neighborhood.

22          Like Avery said, we have had

23 so much love and support from

24 Councilwoman Gauthier, Kathryn Ott

25 Lovell, Jessica with Family Services,
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 1 Antoine Moore.  So many people have

 2 reached out and did so much for these

 3 boys, whether it was going to the

 4 Sixers game, going to the Eagles game

 5 meeting players.  They needed -- that

 6 little bit of time doing those things

 7 brightened their day.

 8          It will be tough going

 9 forward, but all we can do is try to

10 do anything we can to keep her name

11 alive, and I think renaming the

12 community center would -- oh, there it

13 is, it just popped up -- be a great

14 thing.  The family would definitely

15 support it, and we're proud.  If it

16 does pass, we would absolutely love

17 that.

18          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Well,

19 thank you for your testimony.  And

20 again, my condolences.

21          MS. FLETCHER:  Thank you.

22          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Madam

23 Clerk, do we have anyone else -- oh,

24 I'm sorry.  Councilwoman Gauthier.

25          COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  I
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 1 guess I'll go after we see if we have

 2 any more witnesses.

 3          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  Do

 4 we have anyone else here to testify,

 5 Madam Clerk?

 6          COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Madam

 7 Chair, this is Councilmember Thomas.

 8 I just want you to know that I'm

 9 present.

10          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank

11 you, Councilmember.  My apologies.  I

12 was going to acknowledge -- I did see

13 you pop up on there a little while

14 ago.  Councilmember Thomas has joined

15 the Committee some time ago.  Thank

16 you, Councilmember.

17          Madam Clerk, do we have any

18 additional witnesses to testify on

19 this bill?

20          THE CLERK:  No, we do not.

21          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:

22 Councilwoman Gauthier.

23          COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  I

24 just wanted to thank everyone from the

25 family and who was a part of Tiffany's



Parks Recreation and Cultural Affairs Comm 32 
12/1/2022 

LEXITAS LEGAL/PHILADELPHIA 
215-504-4622

 1 life who came and spoke here so

 2 beautifully today.  And, you know, I

 3 also wanted to let you all know that

 4 in addition to the renaming, my office

 5 will also be investing about $1.2

 6 million in capital funding to go

 7 towards repairs and renovations at the

 8 rec center.  And whatever else I can

 9 find, I will put into that pot because

10 I think it deserves to be what Shana

11 said, right, the Tiffany Fletcher

12 Recreation Center is the place where

13 change begins.  And we want to make

14 sure that it's a fitting tribute.  So

15 thank you, thank you, thank you.

16          And thank you, Madam Chair.

17          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank

18 you, Council Lady.  And I have to tell

19 you that I really want to applaud you

20 for all of your hard work, your

21 dedication and your care around the

22 situation.  You know, it's been a

23 terrible tragedy.  But I have to say

24 as a freshman member of Council,

25 you've really risen to the occasion in
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 1 an extraordinary way in my opinion.

 2          And I just really wanted to

 3 say that you're doing a great job.

 4 And the work that you've done on this

 5 issue, before we had this tragedy,

 6 this is not something that you just

 7 started speaking up about and speaking

 8 on and trying to have an impact, and

 9 had your own brush unfortunately with

10 gunshots and gun violence.

11          You know, it can just feel

12 overwhelming and you've taken it all

13 in stride and you're really working

14 hard, so I just wanted to thank you

15 because I know it's not easy.  So

16 thank you, Councilwoman.

17          COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Thank

18 you.

19          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Again, is

20 there anyone else here to testify on

21 this bill?

22               (No response.)

23          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  If not,

24 we're going to pause for a moment.

25 We're going to go out of order on the
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 1 script and actually call for a vote on

 2 this bill so that we can go ahead and

 3 move that.  And then we have a hearing

 4 for a resolution around Rebuild, the

 5 Rebuild Program which we're going to

 6 have, which may be a little bit more

 7 lengthy.  And that way we don't have

 8 to tie folks up for as long.

 9          So I want to ask again, are

10 there any other questions or comments

11 from anyone who was here today to

12 testify that we did not acknowledge?

13               (No response.)

14          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And

15 seeing none, are there any additional

16 questions or comments from members of

17 the Committee?

18               (No response.)

19          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.

20 Seeing none, there being no further

21 questions from members of the

22 Committee or no other witnesses to

23 testify, I'll ask if there's anyone

24 else present in this hearing whose

25 name we have failed to call and that
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 1 wishes to offer testimony on any of

 2 the bills or on the bill being

 3 considered today?

 4               (No response.)

 5          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I see

 6 none, and I want to thank all of the

 7 panels and witnesses for their

 8 participation.  We value your

 9 opinions.  And I now want to invite

10 all panels and witnesses to please

11 disconnect from the meeting before we

12 go into our public meeting.  We will

13 now pause the proceedings briefly as

14 multiple participants leave this

15 hearing.  Thank you very much for

16 attending.

17          MR. FLETCHER:  You're

18 welcome.

19          MS. FLETCHER:  Thank you,

20 everybody.

21          MR. BESSELLIEU:  Thank you.

22               (Brief pause.)

23          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And this

24 concludes the public hearing on Bill

25 No. 220907.  I'm going to ask the



Parks Recreation and Cultural Affairs Comm 36 
12/1/2022 

LEXITAS LEGAL/PHILADELPHIA 
215-504-4622

 1 Clerk to please call attendance, call

 2 the roll to take attendance.  Members

 3 that are in attendance will please

 4 indicate that you are present when

 5 your name is called.  Also, please say

 6 a few brief words when responding so

 7 that your image will be displayed on

 8 screen when you speak.

 9          Madam Clerk.

10          THE CLERK:  Sorry about that.

11 I was on mute.

12          Councilwoman Gauthier.

13          COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:

14 Present.

15          THE CLERK:  Councilman

16 Thomas.

17          COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I'm

18 sorry.  Did you say Councilmember

19 Thomas?

20          THE CLERK:  Yes.

21          COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Yes, I'm

22 sorry.  I'm present.  I'm sorry.

23          THE CLERK:  No worries.

24 Councilwoman Brooks.

25               (No response.)
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 1          THE CLERK:  Councilwoman

 2 Brooks.

 3          COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  I

 4 know that she was here.  I see she's

 5 still connected so she might have some

 6 technical difficulties.

 7          THE CLERK:  Okay.  I'll

 8 circle back.

 9          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  But I

10 know she's here.

11          THE CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

12          COUNCILMAN JONES:  Present,

13 Madam Chair and colleagues.

14          THE CLERK:  And, Chair Bass.

15          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I am

16 present.  A quorum of Committee

17 members are present.

18          And I now want to recognize

19 Councilmember Gauthier for a motion on

20 Bill No. 220907.

21          COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Thank

22 you, Madam Chair.

23          I move that Bill No. 220907

24 be reported from this Committee with a

25 favorable recommendation and further
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 1 move that the rules of Council be

 2 suspended to permit the first reading

 3 of this bill at the next session of

 4 Council.

 5          COUNCILMAN JONES:  Second.

 6          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  The Chair

 7 notes for the record that

 8 Councilmember Jones seconds the

 9 motion.  It's been moved and properly

10 seconded that Bill No. 220907 be

11 reported from this Committee with a

12 favorable recommendation and further

13 move that the rules of Council be

14 suspended to permit first reading of

15 this bill at the next session of

16 Council.

17          All in favor of this motion

18 will signify by saying aye.

19               (Ayes.)

20          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Is anyone

21 opposed?

22               (No response.)

23          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.

24 The ayes have it and the motion

25 carries.  And that concludes this part
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 1 of our business for the Committee on

 2 Bill No. 220907, which has been passed

 3 out of Committee with a favorable

 4 recommendation.

 5          We will now move back into

 6 our public hearing, and I'll ask the

 7 Clerk to please call forward the

 8 witnesses to testify on Resolution No.

 9 220859.

10          THE CLERK:  We have Kira

11 Strong, the Executive Director for

12 Rebuilding Comm -- the Community

13 Infrastructure.  Sorry.

14          MS. STRONG:  Hi.  Good

15 afternoon.  Kira Strong.  Hello,

16 everybody.

17          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good

18 afternoon, Kira.  How are you?

19          MS. STRONG:  Good.  How are

20 you, Councilmember?

21          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I'm very

22 well.  Thank you for asking.  Please

23 state your name for the record and

24 proceed with your testimony.

25          MS. STRONG:  Okay.  My name
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 1 is Kira Strong.  And good afternoon,

 2 Madam Chair and also other members of

 3 the Committee.  My name is Kira

 4 Strong.  I'm the Executive Director of

 5 Rebuild.  I'm joined today by some of

 6 my staff here to present testimony and

 7 answer any questions that you may have

 8 about Rebuild.

 9          I'm really excited and

10 pleased to provide an update on our

11 progress and especially to discuss the

12 future of Rebuild.  We have a lot

13 coming down the spike.  As you all

14 know in 2017, the governing body along

15 with Mayor Kenney made history by

16 taking pretty bold action by creating

17 Rebuild and telling Philadelphians all

18 over this City that they deserve

19 high-quality public places.

20          Rebuild is a

21 once-in-a-generation investment in the

22 life flow of our City.  Folks seen

23 predominantly on high-need

24 neighborhoods and through our work, we

25 have met countless residents who share
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 1 with us the improvements coming to

 2 their local park, rec centers and

 3 libraries are not just physical

 4 improvements to beautify these spaces,

 5 but are lifesaving measures to ensure

 6 our children and families can have

 7 safe, clean and beautiful facilities

 8 no matter what their zip code.

 9          Before I dive into our

10 designing construction progress, I'd

11 like to draw attention to an

12 achievement that I am especially proud

13 of, our diverse participation rate in

14 Rebuild contracts.  To date, over 62

15 percent of our committed contract

16 dollars are going to either minority

17 or women-owned businesses.  That's

18 over $40 million worth of work

19 empowering historically

20 disenfranchised groups in the

21 construction industry.

22          Those contracts come in the

23 form of contractors like Gessler

24 Construction working on Fotterall

25 Square Park right now and Torrado



Parks Recreation and Cultural Affairs Comm 42 
12/1/2022 

LEXITAS LEGAL/PHILADELPHIA 
215-504-4622

 1 Construction working on Glavin

 2 Playground is two examples.  We also

 3 have smaller contracts propelling

 4 small diverse businesses and

 5 professional services.  For example,

 6 Kenneth Wooten.  He's a minority

 7 founder and owner of STBY Productions

 8 who helps tell our community stories

 9 through video and has enrolled in our

10 Merchant Vendors program, and Kizer

11 Abdullah who was first a participant

12 in our Business Supports Program and

13 now is a leadership coach in our

14 Workforce Development programs.

15          In our design and

16 construction work, I'm proud to report

17 that we have completed 13 Flagship

18 projects and we define Flagship

19 projects as a full Rebuild project.

20 And as many of you know, they can be

21 quite extensive and comprehensive on

22 the sites that we address.

23          Eleven of our projects are

24 either in construction or preparing

25 for construction, with that number
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 1 expected to continue to rise

 2 especially over the next few months.

 3 So that includes sites such as Rivera

 4 Rec Center and Mann Older Adult

 5 Center, Fotterall Square Park,

 6 Kingsessing Library, Cobbs Creek

 7 Nature Playground, Heitzman Rec Center

 8 and Vernon Park, to name a few.

 9          We have 23 projects in our

10 architectural design and public

11 engagement, and that includes an

12 immersive community engagement process

13 where residents are actively engaged

14 in shaping the future of their site.

15 37 of our sites have received the

16 first fix.  So what this signifies is

17 that we understand, we work very

18 closely with other City departments

19 and with you all.  We don't operate in

20 a vacuum.

21          And we understand that these

22 sites are living and breathing

23 entities in our community that need

24 attention sometimes ahead of that

25 really large improvement that we're



Parks Recreation and Cultural Affairs Comm 44 
12/1/2022 

LEXITAS LEGAL/PHILADELPHIA 
215-504-4622

 1 planning.  So this approach allows us

 2 to supply critical funding, design and

 3 construction when we've been asked to

 4 step in and address urgent issues to

 5 ensure these facilities stay open.

 6          So this can include anything

 7 from a boiler to ensure that the heat

 8 works during the winter, to a sanitary

 9 pipe fix to ensure that bathrooms can

10 function for summer camps and

11 afterschool programs or it might mean

12 a complete pool rehab like Fishtown

13 Rec or $1 million roof at MLK Rec

14 Center or Pelbano Rec Center.  So new

15 sidewalks such as in front of C.B.

16 Moore Library and Belfield Rec,

17 Kingsessing Rec, athletic courts at

18 F.J. Myers Rec Center.

19          So these fixes provide

20 critical realtime improvements so

21 residents can continue to enjoy their

22 public spaces while the larger Rebuild

23 project is under design and

24 engagement.  So while the Rebuild

25 program is a historic investment in
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 1 our public spaces, I think most of us

 2 here know that the need far exceeds

 3 our budget education.  The Rebuild

 4 team has done a great job at trying to

 5 raise funds in partnership with many

 6 of you, we have many partners, and we

 7 work together to raise additional

 8 dollars for our sites.

 9          Since we last met in June,

10 we've submitted over $43 million in

11 grants and we've received 10, and that

12 includes 750,000 for Barrett

13 Playground working in coordination

14 with Nicetown CDC, $1 million for

15 Carousel House and a little over $1

16 million for J. Finnegan Playground.

17 That joins the over $30 million that

18 we've already raised to date for

19 Rebuild projects.

20          I am proud of the Rebuild

21 team and all of our partners such as

22 you all for the work that we've been

23 able to accomplish since this program

24 started.  As you all know, we've

25 weathered rising supply costs due to
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 1 the pandemic.  We've addressed

 2 dramatically higher than anticipated

 3 needs and costs at our selected sites

 4 and we've worked hard to organize our

 5 team to be as efficient as possible to

 6 move these projects forward and

 7 deliver on our promise to

 8 Philadelphia.

 9          So I'd like to thank you,

10 Madam Chair and Councilmembers, for

11 your partnership and support of the

12 work we have completed and had ahead

13 of us.  Your knowledge of the

14 libraries, parks, playgrounds and rec

15 centers in your District as well as

16 the families, individuals and children

17 who use them has been invaluable in

18 ensuring our collective work in

19 creating high-quality public spaces

20 for all Philadelphians is successful.

21 As you all know, the need for these

22 spaces is more evident now than ever.

23          So this concludes my

24 testimony.  Thank you for your time.

25 My team and I are happy to answer any
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 1 questions that you may have.

 2          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Well,

 3 thank you.  Thank you for your

 4 testimony.  And I do have some

 5 questions.  And I wanted to start off

 6 with the scope of Rebuild right now.

 7          So in the original Rebuild

 8 plan, this was a $500 million program,

 9 correct?

10          MS. STRONG:  That's correct.

11          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.

12 And can you talk to us about what

13 changed that down to what I understand

14 is now $300 million, so it's $200

15 million less than what was originally

16 suggested?

17          MS. STRONG:  So,

18 Councilwoman, we're actually at -- we

19 hope and project about a $400 to $450

20 million budget.  It was downgraded

21 from the original $500 million

22 projection due to the fact that the

23 beverage taxes were coming in a little

24 less than anticipated.  So for

25 example, our first bond issuance was
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 1 anticipated to be $100 million, and we

 2 issued a bond for $86.5 million.

 3          So once that was done, we

 4 adjusted the budget.  And that's part

 5 of the reason that this team has been

 6 hard at work and the Administration in

 7 general really trying to raise

 8 additional funds to bring more money

 9 to the table to bring our budget back

10 up.

11          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  So you're

12 saying that the budget now is 450

13 million?

14          MS. STRONG:  It's between --

15 we anticipate between 400 and 450

16 million.

17          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  400 to

18 450 million, okay.

19          MS. STRONG:  As a reminder,

20 Councilwoman, the bonds add to up

21 about 180 total, but we do have the

22 William Penn contribution of 100

23 million and a small capital

24 contribution from the City, and that's

25 what brings us to that number.
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 1          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  What's

 2 the contribution from the City?  Can

 3 you tell us?

 4          MS. STRONG:  It's $48 million

 5 over the course of Rebuild.

 6          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  From City

 7 capital dollars?

 8          MS. STRONG:  That's correct.

 9          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.

10 You said 48?

11          MS. STRONG:  Yes.

12          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.

13 And William Penn was -- they have

14 still held to their $100 million

15 commitment?

16          MS. STRONG:  Yes, and it's a

17 matching setup, but it is up to $100

18 million which --

19          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Wasn't

20 there additional funding in there as

21 well that was expected besides William

22 Penn in terms of grants that --

23          MS. STRONG:  Yeah.  No,

24 absolutely, and we hope even more.

25 We've raised about 30 million so far.
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 1 I think we're at 32 million that we've

 2 raised in grants since the start of

 3 Rebuild.

 4          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.

 5 And I said 300 million because the

 6 documentation I have here from --

 7 let's see, I have something here from

 8 it looks like it's in a Parks & Rec

 9 newsletter, in which Commissioner

10 Kathryn Ott Lovell says it's a $300

11 million plan, to invest $300 million

12 into rebuild Philadelphia's parks,

13 recreation centers and libraries

14 through the Rebuild Initiative.  Do

15 you know why that is?

16          MS. STRONG:  I don't.  I

17 don't.  We're not letting William Penn

18 off the hook.  It could be that that

19 represents the number that we had

20 projected for our bond, which is

21 between 240 to 275.  It could also

22 be -- and I don't want to speak for

23 the Commissioner, but perhaps because

24 she's representing an estimate towards

25 parks and rec center facilities and
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 1 not including the libraries.  I'm not

 2 sure.  I would want her to answer that

 3 question.

 4          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  So

 5 there's going to be -- this is not a

 6 one-and-done hearing.  So we're

 7 probably going to be reconvening this

 8 hearing.  As I see it, it's going to

 9 be a series of hearings over the next

10 few months so that we can -- because

11 Rebuild is such a massive program and

12 we're really not going to have all of

13 the time that we need to get through

14 everything today, because there's a

15 lot to look at here.

16          And so, if you could inquire

17 on your end why that statement was

18 made in the notes or in this

19 newsletter that was produced by

20 Philadelphia Parks & Recreation, and

21 we can get you the date.  I'll have my

22 person reach out to you and give you

23 the information in terms of what the

24 date was, when that was published, but

25 it's fairly recent.
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 1          MS. STRONG:  No problem.

 2          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.

 3 All right.  So this is the source of

 4 the Rebuild funding.

 5          And one of the questions that

 6 I had was around the process and the

 7 pace of Rebuild projects.  So there's

 8 been some concerns, I believe, among

 9 District Councilmembers regarding the

10 pace of Rebuild, and it's been

11 incredibly slower.  And the idea and

12 the push for the support of the

13 Rebuild program from the very

14 beginning was that this was going to

15 go a lot faster than the use of

16 capital dollars.  That's what we were

17 all told so, you know --

18          MS. STRONG:  Me too.

19          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  -- this

20 is what you all were selling and this

21 is what we bought and it's a clunker.

22 It's a real clunker because it's not

23 faster than the capital budget

24 process.  Can you explain to us how

25 this is happening, why this is, what
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 1 the situation is, is it being worked

 2 on?  Can you give us some update in

 3 that?

 4          MS. STRONG:  No, I appreciate

 5 the question.  Thank you,

 6 Councilmember.  I think the original

 7 design certainly with bringing in

 8 nonprofit partners to assist, they

 9 have great expertise.  They certainly

10 know neighborhoods.  I think we work

11 with a number of nonprofits.

12          I originally think the design

13 was to work with a few, and we work

14 with about 11.  Some of them are on

15 multiple projects.  So we've developed

16 good and strong relationships there,

17 but there's certainly, there are a

18 number of partners.  We worked and

19 built our team internally to

20 accommodate the volume of project, and

21 some of the challenges certainly over

22 the past couple of years -- and to

23 make sure that we can move projects

24 quickly because we certainly feel the

25 press and the need for these
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 1 facilities' improvement.

 2          We also understand the

 3 disinvestment has been occurring over

 4 many, many decades, 50 to 60 years.

 5 We also understand, I think in

 6 reflection and being a couple of years

 7 in here, that the original budgets for

 8 Rebuild and the original intent were

 9 safe, clean and ready to use, and they

10 were more modest.

11          And I think as the beverage

12 tax passed, the vision of Rebuild took

13 hold and you start engaging with

14 community members, I think the vision

15 for what Rebuild could be grew beyond

16 safe, clean and ready to use.  So the

17 scope of our projects grew --

18          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Not to

19 interrupt you, but I do want to say as

20 Chair of Parks & Recreation safe,

21 clean and ready to use was never --

22 this is new phraseology to me.  That

23 was never something that was

24 communicated I think on a wide --

25 maybe it was something internal within
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 1 your department, but it was certainly

 2 nothing that was discussed with the

 3 Committee or on a larger scale in

 4 community meetings and out in public,

 5 so I'm not exactly sure where that

 6 came from.  To be honest, this is the

 7 first time that I'm really hearing

 8 that phraseology, the safe, clean and

 9 ready to use.

10          What we thought was that this

11 was going to be an opportunity.  And

12 I'm just going to be honest, what the

13 Administration sold to us, that this

14 was going to be a great opportunity to

15 get these old dilapidated buildings

16 that we've been patching up and taping

17 together with duck tape and bubble gum

18 for a very long time, that we were

19 going to have new facilitates.  That's

20 what was sold.

21          And I think that it was sold

22 in a very robust way.  There were

23 school kids that were coming down

24 holding up signs supporting Rebuild,

25 please Council vote for Rebuild, we
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 1 want nice libraries and recreation

 2 centers and new facilities.  So it was

 3 never just sort of like we're going to

 4 clean it up, brush it up, paint it up

 5 sort of philosophy.  It was much more

 6 intensive from my point of view, I'll

 7 say.

 8          MS. STRONG:  I agree.  And I

 9 think it's a once-in-a-generation

10 like, you know, in our kind of

11 lifetime.  I hope not, but it is a

12 once-in-a-generation opportunity to

13 really do right by facilities that

14 haven't seen investment in so long, so

15 I couldn't agree more.

16          I also think we work together

17 to create really ambitious

18 participation goals and diversity

19 goals and a real commitment I think

20 from City Council and the

21 Administration to ensure that

22 residents' voices were heard in the

23 design of these facilities.  And I

24 will say I've had a couple

25 constituents come up to me over the
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 1 past couple of years and say, these

 2 things aren't fast.

 3          And we understand that

 4 sometimes the smaller businesses might

 5 not be able to turn around a bid, for

 6 example, for seven days and they need

 7 a little time to stop what they're

 8 doing, tend to their back office, put

 9 a bid together for a job, I'm just

10 throwing out an example.  And there's

11 time taken on the engagement side that

12 is something you need to take in, is

13 something to understand.  Well,

14 facilitates use this way now, but

15 perhaps the vision going forward

16 things have changed and it's going to

17 look a little different going forward.

18          So I think there's been great

19 care taken, and we've had the support

20 from our partners at Library and you

21 all and Parks & Rec to make sure that

22 we get this right because it really is

23 a once-in-a-generational opportunity.

24 And I will say that is not always

25 speedy, but we are committed to the
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 1 places where my team I know is

 2 probably signed, we're committed to

 3 where we can push things, we push

 4 things, and our partners know that as

 5 well because people feel the urgency

 6 for sure.

 7          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.

 8 Yes, pushing the urgency I would say

 9 is critically important because we

10 don't have the safe spaces for our

11 young people.  We just had the hearing

12 rededicating the Mill Creek Playground

13 in honor of our Rec Center Worker

14 Tiffany Fletcher who was killed at

15 work.  And I know, Kira, you've heard

16 it and you're here.

17          But the more of our young

18 people that we're able to pull off the

19 streets who were involved in negative

20 activity, the less likely we are to

21 have something like this happen, which

22 devastates an entire family.  So

23 that's why -- I know you get it and

24 that's why it's so important.

25          But I just can't express
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 1 enough of the urgency of why we need

 2 to pick up the pace with Rebuild and

 3 also really give the people what we

 4 told them we were going to give them,

 5 which was nice new shiny buildings.

 6 That's really what we were selling.

 7 We weren't selling clean and -- what

 8 was it, clean and ready to use.  We

 9 weren't selling that at all.

10          So with that, I'm going to

11 pause for a second and see if any of

12 my colleagues had any questions for

13 Ms. Strong?

14               (No response.)

15          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  No, okay.

16 Councilman Jones, did you have a

17 question?  I see you leaning forward.

18          COUNCILMAN JONES:  You saw

19 the body language, huh?

20          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I saw the

21 body language.  I thought so.  Okay.

22          COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

23 Madam Chair.

24          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:

25 Councilman.
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 1          COUNCILMAN JONES:  I

 2 absolutely bought into and still

 3 support the notion that PreK was

 4 important and I think to a degree we

 5 have kind of fulfilled that promise

 6 with the sugary drinks tax.  More

 7 young people are getting a hand-up

 8 headstart to being proficient at

 9 reading and math than ever before.  So

10 to that degree, I believe that we have

11 fulfilled that promise creating seats

12 in PreK.

13          Somehow, and some people say

14 it's because of the pandemic, I heard,

15 alluded to that some of the challenges

16 of working with nonprofits.  However

17 and nevertheless, when I go to a

18 community meeting in Haddington or

19 when you go to a community up at the

20 21st Ward in the hinterlands of

21 Roxborough, they don't want to hear

22 it.  They're paying more for soda.

23 Member Bass, we almost got our faces

24 put on milk cartons in ShopRites

25 around town because we had the
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 1 audacity to support that.

 2          So here we are in the last

 3 part of the Administration, we have to

 4 put shovels in the ground.  There is a

 5 thing in my mind called analysis

 6 paralysis, that you study a thing, you

 7 study a thing and you study a thing

 8 until the original findings of the

 9 study are obsolete.

10          And I understand that during

11 that pandemic, inflation took off and

12 that projects cost 20 percent more

13 these days.  Well, let me assure you

14 that our colleagues in Harrisburg have

15 a $12 billion, with a B, surplus.  And

16 it wouldn't take much convincing in

17 the spirit of anti-violence, in the

18 spirit of recreation and engagement

19 with our young people to convince them

20 to support those deficits within those

21 projected projects.

22          But what I cannot do is sit

23 back and, you know, as we run down the

24 clock, people start to find other

25 opportunities, other jobs, they're
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 1 waving us good-bye, we're having a

 2 going-away party, but my colleagues

 3 are going to still be here.  My

 4 colleagues are going to have to answer

 5 as to why did you support this and we

 6 don't have a new blade of grass, a new

 7 basketball court, a new gymnasium to

 8 send our kids to.

 9          So I don't know what the

10 impediments are.  But for sure as we

11 go into this year's budget process, I

12 think we have to be a little more

13 insistent, a little more radical about

14 it.  So what can we expect in the next

15 30 days as shovels in the ground

16 and/or ribbon cuttings after

17 completion?

18          MS. STRONG:  Thank you,

19 Councilman.  We are excited that we

20 have a number of projects anticipated

21 to break ground in the spring.  The

22 next 30 days we have Cobbs Creek

23 Environmental Center Playground that

24 is breaking ground, which is great.

25 We had phenomenal state support for
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 1 that site.

 2          As you know, we've sought

 3 state support for other sites and have

 4 been fortunate in your District a

 5 little bit.  I'll be honest, we would

 6 love to see more from the state.  We

 7 thought they could be a little more

 8 generous and we would appreciate

 9 anyone's help there and certainly

10 advocating and working in tandem and

11 partnership with our State

12 representatives.

13          But the spring, we will see a

14 number of sites breaking ground which

15 is terrific.  And I think that will I

16 think show the momentum of the new

17 year in 2023.  We do have coming up --

18          COUNCILMAN JONES:  So can you

19 provide to the Chair that list and

20 those attached dates of anticipated

21 groundbreakings?

22          MS. STRONG:  Yup.  They also

23 go out in our Council report that gets

24 sent to all Councilmembers as well, so

25 we can make sure to highlight those.
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 1 But in terms of some of the ribbon

 2 cuttings that you'll see shortly too,

 3 I just want to add Heitzman Rec Center

 4 is nearing completion as is Glavin

 5 Playground.  We also have the Cobbs

 6 Environmental Center is starting work

 7 on some roof repairs, HVAC repairs.

 8          We have the Kingsessing

 9 Library starting construction in

10 January.  Rivera Rec Center and Mann

11 Older Adult Center will be finishing

12 up in the early spring, and then

13 Vernon Park also will be starting

14 construction shortly or actually

15 finishing.  That's a pretty short

16 duration, which is great.  So happy to

17 also provide that list.  Happy to make

18 sure that's really evident in the

19 Council report we currently provide,

20 but I hope that's helpful too.

21          Lots of action in the spring

22 at Al Pearlman, Councilmember.

23 Hopefully in April is the --

24          COUNCILMAN JONES:  Now,

25 you're talking my language.
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 1          MS. STRONG:  Yeah.

 2          COUNCILMAN JONES:  Now, this

 3 is the first iteration of Rebuild

 4 projects.  Isn't there supposed to be

 5 a Year 2, a second introduction of

 6 sites?

 7          MS. STRONG:  We have delayed

 8 on any future introduction sites

 9 really around budget concerns, knowing

10 that the current list we have is going

11 to even exceed -- the need exceeds the

12 budget we have with the current list,

13 so we have not talked about a second

14 list of sites recently, Councilman.

15          COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you.

16 And thank you, Madam Chair.

17          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank

18 you, Councilman.  Excellent questions.

19          So that leads me to ask you,

20 Kira, this was originally supposed to

21 be a seven-year program.  We're

22 nearing Year I don't know what, 5, the

23 end of Year 5.  And so, we should be

24 more than halfway complete.  We should

25 actually be ending the second round of
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 1 projects being completed.  We should

 2 be wrapping those up and we haven't

 3 even wrapped up or come close to

 4 wrapping up in many cases the first

 5 year's projects.

 6          I don't want to go through --

 7 I have some statistics here, and you

 8 can check the numbers and tell me if

 9 you agree or disagree at a later

10 point.  But I'll tell you just a few

11 examples on expenditures to date on

12 completed projects by District.

13          You've spent $1,017,372.27

14 thus far on the 1st Council District.

15 On the 2nd Council District, you've

16 spent about $556.901, so about half of

17 what was spent in the 1st Council

18 District was spent in the 2nd

19 according to our numbers.  In the 3rd

20 Council District, thus far you've

21 spent about $1,160,783.06.

22               In the 4th Council

23 District, expenditures to date on

24 projects is $1,295,858.12.  In the 5th

25 District, you've spent $9,987,914.29.
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 1 In the 6th District, you've spent

 2 $2,004,069.15.  In the 7th District,

 3 you've spent $486,286.53.

 4          In the 8th District, which is

 5 my District, you've spent $414,814.85.

 6 In the 9th Council District, you've

 7 spent thus far $92,698.77.  And in the

 8 10th District, to date you've spent

 9 $2,633,139.19.  So there is a vast

10 array of spending done by each Council

11 District.  In some Districts, it looks

12 like they're actually on target to

13 meet the goals of the Rebuild program

14 so that by five years end, you are at

15 the end of the second round.  It looks

16 like based on the numbers thus far

17 that you've at least completed one

18 round.  And in other Districts, for

19 example, I'm just going to use mine

20 because I'm partial to the 8th Council

21 District, in the 8th Council District

22 you've only spent $414,000.

23          So how do we go from it looks

24 on average $1 to 2 million on a lot of

25 these projects, as high as almost
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 1 $10 million and then as low as under

 2 $100,000 in Councilman Phillips'

 3 District in the 9th District.  And

 4 then in the 8th District neighboring,

 5 which probably has more of a need, you

 6 spent less than a half a million

 7 dollars.  And again, this is five

 8 years in.  So we spend on average I

 9 guess roughly under $100,000 per year

10 throughout the 8th District.  So these

11 numbers really don't make sense to me.

12 They don't make sense in any way,

13 shape or form because if we're really

14 trying to do things that make a

15 difference and we're trying to get

16 things done before the end of this

17 seven-year project, we're way off.

18 There's no question about it.  We are

19 just really, really way off.

20          MS. STRONG:  So,

21 Councilmember, it will be helpful

22 maybe to get --

23          COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Point of

24 information.

25          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I'm
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 1 sorry.  Point of information from

 2 Councilman Thomas.

 3          COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I just

 4 wanted to echo what you're saying.  I

 5 live -- while I'm a Councilmember

 6 At-large, I do live in the 9th

 7 Councilmanic District.  I spend a lot

 8 of time in the 8th Councilmanic

 9 District.  This has been a point of

10 emphasis that I've heard from

11 Councilmember Bass.  But just being a

12 coach and somebody who travels across

13 the City, there's a clear distinction

14 as it relates to neighborhoods where

15 rec centers are feasible compared to

16 places where rec centers are just not

17 up to par.

18          And I think at the end of the

19 day I don't want the Chair of this

20 Committee because she is the Chair and

21 she does represent a District, for

22 this to be a situation where it's just

23 an isolated incident or her favoring

24 her District.  I can talk about the

25 Danny Rumph Rec Center and the issues
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 1 there.  I can talk about Lonnie Young.

 2          I can name the rec centers in

 3 the 8th District and the 9th District,

 4 but especially in the 8th District

 5 that are just not up to par.  I would

 6 love to do a camp.  I do a free camp

 7 every summer.  We looked at doing it

 8 in the 8th District.  And no

 9 exaggeration, it's just not many

10 places where you can have the

11 combination of a quality, safe indoor,

12 outdoor court to be able to offer free

13 programming for young people.

14          I know a lot of folks who do

15 the programming there and they're

16 leaving the area.  They know that

17 there's a need as it relates to the

18 young people who live there, but the

19 facilities just aren't not up to par.

20 So I thought it would be important

21 that I add my voice to the choir

22 because I know folks are going to say

23 that the Chair of this Committee has a

24 bias because she represents that area,

25 and maybe that's true.  But as
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 1 somebody who represents the entire

 2 City who's in rec centers all across

 3 the City of Philadelphia, I can tell

 4 you that that part of the neighborhood

 5 needs the biggest hug.

 6          So I just wanted to echo your

 7 concern, Councilmember Bass.  And

 8 hopefully as we not just answer this

 9 question but disburse these resources,

10 really look at this through an

11 equitable lens.  So it's one thing to

12 say it, but it's another thing to put

13 the money behind it.  So thank you,

14 Councilmember.  I appreciate you.

15          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank

16 you, Councilman, for backing me up.

17          COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Madam

18 Chair.

19          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Point of

20 information for Councilwoman Gauthier.

21          COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Thank

22 you, Madam Chair.

23          One, I wanted to just

24 acknowledge that, yes, this has been a

25 much longer process than anyone
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 1 anticipated.  It's frustrating for us.

 2 It's frustrating for the community.

 3 And I also, you know, I'm nervous too

 4 as we come to the end of the

 5 Administration what this means for

 6 Rebuild going forward.

 7          I do think the slow-down has

 8 been for a variety of reasons.  I

 9 don't think any of them include a lack

10 of hard work or dedication on behalf

11 of Kira Strong and her staff, so I did

12 want to acknowledge that.  And I --

13          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes.

14          COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  --

15 also wanted to say for my District,

16 that the million or 2 that you read

17 off, that sounds extremely low.  But I

18 know for my District, even though the

19 projects have moved forward really

20 slowly, all of my projects are moving

21 into some state of late design and

22 construction over the next year and a

23 half.  So I probably have, especially

24 when you look at very large projects

25 like Kingsessing and Cobbs Creeks,
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 1 tens of millions of dollars that are

 2 about to be expended pretty soon.

 3          So I just wanted to make it

 4 clear that it's taking a long time,

 5 but many of my projects are moving

 6 forward at the exact same time.  And

 7 that's why the tens of millions of

 8 dollars aren't reflected on that

 9 sheet.  And I will let Kira answer for

10 herself and her team obviously, but

11 just wanted to offer that for the

12 record.

13          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank

14 you.  Thank you, Councilwoman.

15          Kira, did you want to respond

16 to anything?

17          MS. STRONG:  Yes.  Thank you.

18 Thank you, Madam Chair.

19          I just wanted to check in on

20 the numbers because they don't -- and

21 if you at some point as a follow-up

22 could share your source, that would be

23 really helpful.

24          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Sure.  No

25 problem.
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 1          MS. STRONG:  We have, you

 2 know, our FY22 spend was 28.5 million.

 3 And our total spend right now is about

 4 77 million.  So I'm wondering maybe

 5 that was just out of the capital funds

 6 and it doesn't include the bond, and

 7 we have really prioritized spending

 8 those bond dollars.  So we have a much

 9 larger spend in each of the Districts.

10 So I hope that's helpful to hear.

11 They're all in the millions --

12          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  That is

13 helpful to hear because it's very

14 troubling if these numbers were

15 accurate.  So --

16          MS. STRONG:  Me too.

17          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes.  So

18 we're going to go back to find out

19 exactly where the numbers originated

20 from, but these were official

21 Administration figures.

22          MS. STRONG:  I'm happy to

23 check on that.

24          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yeah, but

25 we'll find out for sure.
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 1          Any additional questions or

 2 comments from members of Council?

 3               (No response.)

 4          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And I

 5 think because we had such a lengthy

 6 delay, break, whatever, I think what

 7 we're going to do is go to our

 8 witnesses now to testify.  And as I

 9 said, Kira, what we'd like to do is

10 make this a monthly meeting so that we

11 can stay on top of exactly what's

12 happening and keep the public informed

13 about what's happening in their

14 neighborhood.

15          People are concerned.  We

16 hear about it all the time.  And so,

17 there's a lot, a lot of anguish around

18 why do our rec centers look like this,

19 why do our public amenities, why do

20 they not serve the public.  And I'm

21 sure you understand.  But I know you

22 do have a hard-working team.  We

23 appreciate your hard work, but there

24 is still so much more work to be done.

25 Okay.
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 1          Madam Clerk, can you call the

 2 first panel of witnesses.

 3          THE CLERK:  Yes.  From

 4 Nicetown CDC, the Chief Operating

 5 Officer Majeedah Rashid.

 6          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Majeedah

 7 Rashid.

 8          MS. RASHID:  Good afternoon,

 9 everyone.  My name is Majeedah Rashid.

10 I am the Chief Operating Officer of

11 the Nicetown CDC and I thank you,

12 Madam Chair and our Councilwoman Bass,

13 for allowing me this opportunity to

14 testify, and thank you to the entire

15 Committee.

16               I will just move forward

17 with my testimony just to say the

18 Nicetown CDC is fortunate in having

19 been selected as the Rebuild Project

20 User for two major Rebuild projects,

21 Barrett Playground in District Council

22 8 and the Shepard Recreation Center,

23 which is District Council 4.  We have

24 been engaged in this effort for

25 approximately three years since 1999
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 1 when we were first awarded.

 2          The intent of the Rebuild

 3 program is to be applauded.  The need

 4 for improvements to our community

 5 facilities is difficult to overstate

 6 and the need for first-class community

 7 facilities that can support community-

 8 wide programming has never been

 9 greater, particularly programs that

10 address the needs of our young people

11 who face ever-increasing challenges.

12          Based on our experience and

13 major issue with the Rebuild program

14 is the difficulty facing any new

15 rather large undertaking and that is

16 the need to build from scratch program

17 housing, implementation procedures and

18 best practices, and importantly

19 building a competent staff to

20 administer the program.  Staffing

21 began with the core group, almost none

22 of whom remained with the office.

23          This operational ramp-up was

24 occurring as the program was rolled

25 out.  It actually was flying the plane
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 1 while building it.  At this point in

 2 time, the program structure is well-

 3 established and competently staffed.

 4 The current obstacle to a more

 5 acceptable level of progress is the

 6 ballooning cost of construction in the

 7 face of inadequate project funding.

 8          A perfect storm of events has

 9 caused unprecedented construction

10 costs, including general inflation,

11 COVID-induced supply chain

12 disruptions, increased construction,

13 demand labor shortages and even the

14 war in Ukraine.  These unintended

15 increases in cost have created the

16 prospect of cutting back on the

17 improvements intended and proposed for

18 these community facilities.

19 Aggravating this problem is using the

20 Rebuild model, these proposed

21 improvements were devised through a

22 thorough and extensive community

23 engagement process with the residents

24 of the neighborhoods and community

25 stakeholders.
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 1          The community expects these

 2 improvements.  The community deserves

 3 these improvements.  As we move

 4 forward toward construction, we face

 5 the prospect of scaling back the

 6 projects, which is in the interest of

 7 none involved with associated with the

 8 Rebuild program or its intended

 9 beneficiaries.

10          The struggle to advance the

11 project design to undertake

12 construction bids without adequate

13 funds simply leads to further delay

14 and ultimate disappointment.  It must

15 be said that this problem is not a

16 project-based matter.  It is a

17 program-based problem, and the

18 solution must be devised at the

19 program level.  Project Users should

20 not be asked to shoulder the burden of

21 resolving the problem at the project

22 level.  And that's basically the end

23 of my testimony.

24          But I do want to add that

25 just to emphasize the community aspect
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 1 of it and basically how -- and again,

 2 I just want to thank Councilwoman Bass

 3 for the project from day 1 for us in

 4 District Council 8 when she took it

 5 upon herself to take us to all these

 6 different facilities that were in

 7 outrageous levels of disrepair, and

 8 almost all of them, and we learned all

 9 about the need even more than we knew

10 and also about the process, so to make

11 sure minority participation and

12 community engagement was involved,

13 big, big, majorly needed.

14          So right now just to speak on

15 the community aspect, that

16 Councilpeople and Project Users are

17 out here basically boots-on-the-ground

18 and we hear it.  We hear it, and over

19 time these delays cause distrust, and

20 that's not what we're trying to

21 achieve.  The worst thing you could

22 have is people that don't trust you,

23 and we keep going back to the

24 community saying the same thing,

25 construction, supply chain, this, that
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 1 and the other and they are looking at

 2 us like we're lying basically, just to

 3 be honest.

 4          So I just want to say that

 5 it's very frustrating and very

 6 disheartening to keep coming to the

 7 community when they've been so engaged

 8 from the survey level.  We've taken

 9 hundreds of surveys asking the

10 community what do you want, and we

11 know that they want hubs of

12 revitalization that's going to bring

13 all the needs to them and that's what

14 Project Users are doing.  That's what

15 the Nicetown CDC team has been doing

16 in cooperation with our Councilpeople

17 to make sure that community influence

18 is there.  And we don't want to shave

19 down or water down the process or give

20 them a rinky-dink facility, and that's

21 what they think we're doing right now.

22 And it's just hard to explain over and

23 over about these delays.

24          And one of the delays that is

25 really hurting me to my heart right
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 1 now is because one of the soldiers and

 2 pioneers in Logan where the Barrett

 3 Playground is, Ms. Marion Johnson,

 4 very well-known community activist,

 5 City Legislative Assistant for years

 6 in the 9th District, all of that, came

 7 to every meeting that -- if she could

 8 start the meeting herself, she would

 9 do it.  And she passed away recently.

10 But weekly, monthly for years, all she

11 wanted to know is when are you going

12 to break ground, when are you going to

13 break ground, come on, Majeedah, you

14 know.

15          And I got a call maybe less

16 than a week ago and they informed me

17 the level of which she was ill, and

18 the people that called, come on, can

19 you just give me an idea of when.  And

20 it's very hurtful.  So we got to find

21 a way to get this process moving.  And

22 as you stated, Councilwoman, that it's

23 supposed to be faster and it's not.

24 We also sold that to the community.

25 So we got to find a way to make it
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 1 happen and on the level that the

 2 community wants and deserves.

 3          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Well,

 4 thank you for your testimony,

 5 Majeedah.  Thank you.  I can only echo

 6 and underscore everything that you

 7 just said about the frustration with

 8 these projects and the amount of time

 9 it's taking.

10          And even, you know, Kira, I

11 know that you're aware about I'll use

12 Barrett Playground as an example,

13 which is the project that Nicetown CDC

14 is the Project User on and in which it

15 was recommended to us at one point

16 that we not build a gym, that we build

17 a structure, sort of like the outside

18 fort, but we not put in the courts,

19 the floor, the walls, all the things

20 that make the gym really usable.  And

21 it's just disappointing.  It's really

22 disappointing.

23          And I'm saying that not so

24 much for you, Kira, because you

25 already know, but really because I
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 1 want the public to know that we're

 2 doing everything that we possibly can.

 3 And listen, Kira will tell you that we

 4 don't take no for an answer and we've

 5 been fighting to make sure that we can

 6 get what it is that we need for this

 7 community.

 8          This recreation center has

 9 not been touched, and I do mean hasn't

10 been touched before this probably for

11 at least 50 years.  And so, it's in

12 deplorable condition, it was in

13 deplorable condition because the tiny

14 little building that was there was

15 demolished.

16          And what we need is to figure

17 out how do we make all of these

18 projects happen and what we sold, that

19 we actually deliver on.  What we

20 actually sold with soda tax and our

21 promises and all of the things that we

22 offered, this is about faith in

23 government as well.  And so, we want

24 people to have faith.  When

25 government, when a Mayor gives his
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 1 word that this is what he's going to

 2 do and that this is what his

 3 initiative is, that it actually does

 4 come through.

 5          So thank you, Majeedah, for

 6 your testimony today.

 7          MS. RASHID:  Thank you.

 8          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And can

 9 we have the next -- can we have our

10 Clerk call the next three witnesses to

11 testify.

12          THE CLERK:  Yes.  From Lonnie

13 Young Advisory Council, we have

14 Deborah Fortune; from Barrett

15 Playground, Sheila Bellamy; from

16 Waterview Recreation Center, the

17 Advisory Council President Eric

18 Worley; and Keith Kunz for the Water

19 Tower.

20          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Very

21 good.  All of whom I know very well.

22 They're very, very active within the

23 Parks & Recreation system.

24          Deborah, if we could have you

25 start first, we'll go in that order.
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 1 Please state your name for the record

 2 and proceed with your testimony.

 3          MS. FORTUNE:  Good evening.

 4 Thank you.  Deborah Fortune from

 5 Lonnie Young Rec Center.  I'm

 6 basically -- I don't even know where

 7 to start.  Lonnie Young needs a lot of

 8 work.  Work orders go in.  Work orders

 9 are not being filled.  We're not

10 getting supplies.  And it bothers me

11 because our children don't have

12 nowhere to go.

13          You know, you can go in.  You

14 know, you got the gym, you got the

15 football, you got the cheerleaders in

16 there.  But other things you can't do

17 because we don't have the building up

18 to code and up to par.  You can go in

19 the bathrooms and stuff and you see

20 paint chips, you know, peeling off the

21 walls and things.  That's unsafe for

22 our children.

23          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Mm-hmm.

24          MS. FORTUNE:  If we want to

25 have events in our auditorium, we
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 1 can't because the tiles and things

 2 from the ceilings is all missing.  The

 3 roof still leaks.

 4          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Mm-hmm.

 5          MS. FORTUNE:  So my question

 6 is when is someone going to actually

 7 bring money into the Germantown area.

 8 We also have, you know, and I'm going

 9 to put it out there about Wister

10 Playground.

11          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes.

12          MS. FORTUNE:  I be over there

13 also.  They need a lot.

14          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes.

15          MS. FORTUNE:  They need more

16 space in that building.  Why haven't

17 no one talked about adding modules or

18 something onto that extra space over

19 there for Wister.

20          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I -- I'm

21 sorry.  Go ahead.  Proceed with your

22 testimony, Deborah.  I'm sorry.

23          MS. FORTUNE:  I'm going to

24 stop right there.  I'm not going to go

25 no further because there's a whole
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 1 list.  But I would just like to have

 2 some answers.  And I'm tired of -- you

 3 hear everything being done for other

 4 areas but not in the Germantown area,

 5 District 8.

 6          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Mm-hmm.

 7          MS. FORTUNE:  Can someone

 8 actually give me some answers?

 9          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Well,

10 Deborah, I'll tell you what I know,

11 which is that when we originally

12 signed on for Rebuild and agreed to

13 support the program through Mayor

14 Kenney's Administration, we made the

15 pitch that every District should be

16 supported equally, that if it's a $500

17 million program, basically divide that

18 up by 10 Districts and every District

19 should be getting roughly about $50

20 million.

21          And it was only this year in

22 the spring that we found out that we

23 were getting far less than everyone

24 else was getting, not everyone, but

25 Districts that were similarly situated
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 1 that were in need.  So the 8th Council

 2 District was receiving something like

 3 $25, $30 million where other Districts

 4 were receiving in the 50s, $55, $59

 5 million, and these were Districts that

 6 were similar.

 7          There were some Districts

 8 that don't have the same amount of

 9 historic need.  I would say the areas

10 that have been, just to be honest,

11 that tend to have been better taken

12 care of over the years, like the Far

13 Northeast areas, some parts of South

14 Philadelphia, so they didn't receive

15 as much.  But my thinking is that they

16 didn't receive as much because the

17 need was not nearly as great.

18          But in the 8th Council

19 District we've been lobbying for quite

20 some time that when those funds were

21 distributed, that they should be

22 distributed equally and they were not.

23 So that's the only explanation that I

24 can give you.

25          MS. FORTUNE:  They should be.
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 1          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:

 2 Absolutely.

 3          MS. FORTUNE:  And the --

 4          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And there

 5 is our fight.

 6          MS. FORTUNE:  And, you know,

 7 you're constantly taking staff from

 8 Lonnie Young.  Lonnie Young been up

 9 and running for quite some time

10 without maintenance.

11          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And you

12 know, Deb, some of these concerns are

13 not Rebuild concerns, but actually

14 Philadelphia Parks & Recreation

15 concerns, but it all works together

16 basically offering a recreation center

17 that either works really well or

18 doesn't work at all.  But thank you

19 for your testimony, Debbie.

20          MS. FORTUNE:  Thank you.

21          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Next

22 we're going to hear from Sheila

23 Bellamy from the Barrett Playground

24 Advisory Council.  Sheila, are you

25 still with us?
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 1          MS. BELLAMY:  Yes, I am.

 2 Thank you, Councilwoman Bass.  I

 3 appreciate you giving me this

 4 opportunity.  My name is Sheila

 5 Bellamy and I'm the Committee person

 6 at 4910.  As a 40-year resident of

 7 Logan, there hasn't been any updates

 8 or renovations to Barrett.  During my

 9 time as President, the activities

10 included holiday parties, school

11 drives where we supplied each child

12 books and school supplies, free

13 basketball and football camps,

14 mentoring programs, college tours and

15 et cetera.  This community is in dire

16 need and is deserving of a new

17 facility.

18          Many deep cleaning methods

19 have been tried to cleanse floors and

20 bathrooms, but the stains and smells

21 are too embedded into the floors and

22 in the walls.  A new facility can be

23 attractive to a dim community.  This

24 has the potential to bring new

25 interest and activities for the youth
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 1 and the elderly in the area.  I am

 2 fully on board to assist in any

 3 capacity to push this forward.

 4          Also, I was present when

 5 Mayor Kenney came out to take a look

 6 at Barrett Playground and promised us

 7 a new facility.  I thank you very much

 8 for you all listening.  And I thank

 9 you, Councilwoman Bass, for allowing

10 me to give my testimony.

11          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank

12 you, Sheila.  Thank you.  And you were

13 present when Mayor Kenney was

14 promoting the Rebuild program.  We all

15 did a walkthrough at Barrett

16 Playground that he could see the

17 deplorable conditions, so thank you.

18          MS. BELLAMY:  You're more

19 than welcome.

20          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Next Eric

21 Worley.  Eric, are you still with us?

22          MR. WORLEY:  Yes, I'm still

23 here.  Can you guys hear me?

24          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hi, Eric.

25 How are you?  Please state your name
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 1 for the record and begin your

 2 testimony.

 3          MR. WORLEY:  Yes.  Good

 4 afternoon, everyone.  My name is Eric

 5 Worley.  I am a proud resident of

 6 District 8 in the Germantown

 7 community, longtime resident, and I

 8 serve as the Advisory Council

 9 President at Waterview Recreation

10 Center.  While I appreciate this

11 opportunity, I'm mad that I've

12 actually kind of missed this party up

13 until this point.  I wish I would have

14 been engaged in many of the

15 (inaudible) conversation.  I think I

16 really learned a lot.

17          But the reason for my

18 testimony and the reason for me

19 wanting to join the conversation is,

20 A, as a longtime resident of the

21 Germantown community, I am a proud

22 product of Waterview Recreation

23 Center, so I have the unique

24 opportunity of kind of serving in the

25 capacity now as the Advisory Council
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 1 President in the exact same rec center

 2 that I grew up in.

 3          After hearing a lot of the

 4 testimonies and a lot of the

 5 conversations today, I think I

 6 absolutely share in a lot of the

 7 frustration of a lot of my

 8 counterparts as it pertains to the

 9 conditions of our rec centers.  I

10 think for me it takes it a bit

11 personal just in regards to the work

12 that I do across the City and all of

13 the nonprofits, the youth-serving

14 nonprofits that I personally work in.

15          I have the ability to kind of

16 move around in and out of our schools

17 and in and out of our rec centers

18 across the City.  And one thing that

19 has become extremely evident is the

20 inequities as I travel across the City

21 with the availability and the access

22 and the conditions of some of the rec

23 centers in other parts of the City and

24 then when I come back to my home rec

25 center of Waterview and the community
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 1 that I live in, I see the condition of

 2 the facilities that many of the people

 3 mentioned on this call here.

 4          So what I wanted to do is, A,

 5 basically really learn more about the

 6 whole Rebuild process which I think a

 7 few things were clearly brought to my

 8 attention during this call, so I think

 9 that will allow me to begin to move

10 forward in support as I begin to

11 attempt to advocate for Waterview

12 Recreation Center, which is similar to

13 Lonnie Young, similar to Mallory,

14 similar to Wister.  They are all in

15 really, really bad condition.

16          Just a few personal things

17 just to kind of close out, one of the

18 things that Kira Strong mentioned was

19 the Rebuild is a

20 once-in-a-generational opportunity to

21 get some of these facilities rebuilt.

22 I am 47 years old.  And one of the

23 things I always mention when I think

24 about Waterview Recreation Center, the

25 same monkey bars that I broke my arm
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 1 on when I was in elementary school are

 2 those same monkey bars that are still

 3 there.  So that is telling you all

 4 that Waterview Recreation Center

 5 outdoor space is the exact same as it

 6 was when I was an elementary school

 7 kid at Fulton Elementary School

 8 playing on the monkey bars and fell

 9 and broke my arm.  I think that is an

10 extreme disgrace.

11          So when you look at the

12 physical (inaudible), and then when I

13 began to see the ongoing drug activity

14 in our neighborhood, those who are

15 familiar with the Chew and Chelten

16 area of our City, it's probably one of

17 the most busiest and wealthiest open

18 drug markets in our City.

19          And the young and old people

20 who sell drugs and do drugs along that

21 corridor are many individuals that I

22 grew up with, many of the individuals

23 that I helped raise, and they kind of

24 brag at the fact that the Chew and

25 Chelten open drug market is one of the
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 1 wealthiest and richest drug markets in

 2 our City.  But then I see all of these

 3 young people walking by Waterview

 4 Recreation Center day-in and day-out.

 5 They don't stop in there to play

 6 basketball, they don't take their kids

 7 to play in the playground, they don't

 8 go inside the rec center for the

 9 activities.

10          Then obviously, I think about

11 my experience growing up.  You know,

12 if it wasn't for Waterview Recreation

13 Center, I would have been walking

14 right past Waterview Recreation Center

15 going to Chew and Chelten just like

16 many of the young people are doing

17 today.  So that clearly shows me the

18 impact and the power that a

19 high-functioning recreation center has

20 the ability to do.  And I have

21 personally seen the way that the

22 inability of Waterview to engage this

23 community has had such a negative

24 impact on several generations of

25 people up to this point.
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 1          So with that all being said,

 2 I am kind of eager to continue on this

 3 journey to do whatever is needed to

 4 support Waterview Recreation Center.

 5 I hear my sister from Lonnie Young

 6 Recreation Center loud and clear.  I

 7 love the sentiments and the support

 8 that Councilwoman Bass' office has has

 9 been giving us over at Waterview.

10          I love to hear my good friend

11 Councilman Thomas lift up District 8

12 in his experience and our community.

13 And I'm here for the party, folks.

14 Any and all conversations that I can

15 be a part of, anything that I need to

16 be doing to kind of elevate and get

17 some attention brought to Waterview

18 Recreation Center is what I am

19 committed to doing, so anyone on the

20 call that can support me in that way

21 can point me in the right direction,

22 please pull me in.

23          And all of those folks that

24 are in District 8 or the nearby

25 Districts, anything that we can do to
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 1 support each other, let's connect and

 2 do what we can to support the young

 3 people of the communities in which we

 4 live in.  And I thank you all.

 5          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank

 6 you.  Thank you, Eric.  We appreciate

 7 your testimony today.  You've been

 8 someone who my first visit to

 9 Waterview, you showed me around many

10 moons ago before I was in office.  I

11 was there on a tour.  You showed me

12 around.  And the interesting thing,

13 unfortunate thing is that you showed

14 me a leak in the gym.

15          MR. WORLEY:  Yes.

16          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And that

17 leak was patched up, halfway repaired.

18 And right now what's the status of it,

19 Eric?

20          MR. WORLEY:  I actually think

21 that -- so it's funny, Councilwoman

22 Bass, you're absolutely right.  So

23 that same exact leak still persists in

24 that same gym in that same spot, so

25 we've been patching that roof every
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 1 winter.  With the winter coming, I can

 2 guarantee you that the rec center will

 3 have to shut down for several days

 4 during the winter because the same ole

 5 boiler will break and there will be no

 6 heat.  So all of the same issues that

 7 are persisting at Waterview for a

 8 very, very long time still exists

 9 unfortunately.

10          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Well,

11 listen, we're going to continue to

12 stay on this issue.  We're not going

13 to let our foot off of the gas because

14 it's way, way too important.  As you

15 said, the difference between your

16 trajectory and that of others in the

17 neighborhood has been access to

18 Waterview, access to functioning

19 programs and services in the

20 recreation center that has really

21 deteriorated over the years and needs

22 to be brought back online.  So we hear

23 you loud and clear.  And thank you for

24 being here for your testimony, Eric.

25          MR. WORLEY:  You're welcome.
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 1          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  So next

 2 up was Keith.  We have Keith Kunz from

 3 Water Tower.

 4          MR. KUNZ:  Good afternoon,

 5 Council Chairperson Bass.  How are

 6 you?

 7          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good

 8 afternoon.  I'm very well.  How are

 9 you?

10          MR. KUNZ:  I'm good.  So if

11 everyone doesn't know me, my name is

12 Keith Kunz.  I am the President of the

13 Water Tower Advisory Council, and I

14 want to thank you all for allowing me

15 to speak today.

16          First, I want to start by

17 saying that Rebuild is a strong

18 resource for the City of Philadelphia,

19 just the program needs a bit of a

20 tweaking.  When Rebuild was started in

21 2017, the City asked for a punchlist

22 from City employees.  City employees

23 that quite frankly didn't know exactly

24 what they were looking at or even what

25 some of the things on the list even
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 1 meant.

 2          Some of these were just from

 3 the infrastructure side, plumbing,

 4 heating, air-conditioning, ADA

 5 compliancy, water runoff, electrical,

 6 historic preservation as most of our

 7 buildings are older, structural

 8 engineering.  Many of these employees,

 9 they did their best.  But major

10 oversights have been made.

11          And just us at Water Tower,

12 like many of you, we've had major

13 issues with heating.  And Councilwoman

14 Bass has worked with us because we've

15 had to shut down our afterschool

16 program.  We have over 100 kids daily

17 in our afterschool program and we've

18 had to shut down because we didn't

19 have enough heat.

20          With that, we also in the

21 summer had to shut down our summer

22 camp, which has over 120 kids and we

23 can have more, but the electricity

24 shuts off in the summertime.  Any time

25 it goes over 95 degrees, 96, the
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 1 electricity shuts off.  We have no

 2 air-conditioning and we have window

 3 air-conditioners.

 4          On top of that, we have

 5 basement flooding.  We have bathrooms

 6 in the basement that have not been

 7 used and serviceable for over two

 8 decades.  We have a baseball bat

 9 holding up a heating pipe on top of

10 the main electrical service.  We now

11 call it, we now refer to it as the

12 structural bat.  Nothing in the

13 building meets code.

14          When we were given a new

15 boiler, it didn't even match the old

16 boiler that was in that was taken out.

17 So when it drops below 40 degrees,

18 anybody in the building has to wear a

19 coat.  The kids in the gym playing

20 basketball or even the kids in the

21 gymnastics gym, they have to wear

22 coats.  And now you start sweating

23 under that coat, and this just leads

24 to people getting sick, and that's not

25 good for anybody.
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 1          We are a busy rec center at

 2 Water Tower and we can do a lot more,

 3 we can have a lot more things for

 4 people if we could just get some of

 5 these items addressed.  ADA

 6 complaint -- we used to be a voting

 7 facility, but we can't do that because

 8 we're not ADA-compliant.  Part of this

 9 goes back to these punchlists that the

10 City employees were asked to give and

11 they didn't know what they were

12 looking at.  Most of these employees

13 came from the programming department,

14 so they had no idea what they were

15 looking at.  And that's what these

16 hearings need to be, to try and redo

17 Rebuild so it improves all of our

18 facilities, not just a few.  That's

19 all I have for today.

20          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Well,

21 thank you, Keith.  I really do

22 appreciate that.  And you like so many

23 others who have spoken today really

24 are on the ground and know exactly

25 what's happening.  And the thing about
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 1 it is, Water Tower is in Chestnut

 2 Hill.  And there's always a perception

 3 that Chestnut Hill doesn't have any

 4 needs whatsoever.

 5          I'm horrified at the idea of

 6 a baseball bat holding up a pipe near

 7 an electrical --

 8          MR. KUNZ:  It's on top of it.

 9          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  -- on

10 a -- say it again.

11          MR. KUNZ:  It's on top of it.

12          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  It's on

13 top of it.  Yeah, that's not good.

14 That's not so good.  That could go

15 really, really badly and somebody

16 could get hurt, so I'm certainly

17 hoping that the Administration is

18 listening and will send someone out to

19 address that right away.

20          I know we've certainly made

21 sure that repairs were done.  But

22 clearly again, when we thought about

23 Rebuild, when we passed soda tax, when

24 we thought we were getting, you know,

25 I don't think anybody thought about
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 1 tearing down Water Tower or Waterview,

 2 but certainly providing a significant

 3 amount of internal upgrades that would

 4 be a fresh renovation inside of an

 5 existing building, an existing

 6 structure.  That's what the

 7 expectation was.  And clearly, it's

 8 fallen very short of the expectation.

 9 But I thank you for being here and for

10 your testimony today.

11          Madam Clerk, can we have you

12 call the next panel of witnesses.

13          THE CLERK:  There are no more

14 witnesses.

15          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  There are

16 no more witnesses here today.  Okay.

17 And in the interest of time because we

18 are a little bit over the time

19 allotted for the hearing, and again

20 this is going to be a monthly hearing,

21 so we're going to reconvene this

22 Committee and this conversation in

23 early January.  And we're going to go

24 over the numbers.

25          And by the way, Kira, I
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 1 assume that you're still on.  Kira,

 2 are you still here?  I do want to --

 3 so my staff did get back to me on

 4 those numbers that I provided you

 5 earlier.  And she said that they were

 6 provided by your office.  This is what

 7 we received from your office in terms

 8 of the expenditures to date.  So we'll

 9 provide to you what was sent over to

10 us.  So that's where those numbers

11 came from.

12          MS. STRONG:  Thank you.

13          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  But we

14 will have an opportunity to revisit

15 that in January.  And also, I'm

16 hopeful that you're hearing what is

17 being said today so that as you're

18 making decisions about not doing a

19 second round, recognizing that in the

20 first round, particularly I would say

21 in the 8th District was inadequate and

22 I think in some of these other

23 Districts as well, I would advocate

24 for a number of them.

25          And we can certainly talk
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 1 with our Members and with your office

 2 offline.  But there are a number of

 3 Districts that really have not been

 4 adequately serviced.  They just don't

 5 have the needs addressed of the

 6 District.

 7          And with that being said, I

 8 want to thank everyone for being here

 9 in this hearing today.  I do want to

10 ask before I hang up or before we go,

11 is there anyone else here who's

12 present at this hearing whose name we

13 have failed to call and that wishes to

14 offer testimony on any of the bill --

15 on this resolution, we already passed

16 the bill, on this resolution that we

17 are considering today?

18               (No response.)

19          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.

20 And not seeing anyone, I want to thank

21 everyone for attending this hearing.

22 We are going to recess until the call

23 of the Chair, and we will resume in

24 early January.  A date certain will be

25 set.
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 1          And one last item is that if

 2 anyone is listening and would like to

 3 testify, please contact my office at

 4 215-686-3424 for the next hearing so

 5 that we can hear your testimony as

 6 well on this subject matter.  Thank

 7 you everyone, and everyone have a

 8 Happy Holiday season and a Happy New

 9 Year.  We will talk to you in the new

10 year.  Thank you.

11          MS. RASHID:  Thank you,

12 Councilwoman.

13          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thanks,

14 Majeedah.

15          MS. RASHID:  You're welcome.

16          MS. FORTUNE:  Thank you,

17 Councilwoman.

18          MS. BELLAMY:  Thank you,

19 Councilwoman.

20          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank

21 you.  Thank you, everyone.

22          MS. STRONG:  Thank you,

23 Councilwoman.

24          COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank

25 you.
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 1          (Committee on Parks,

 2 Recreation and Cultural Affairs

 3 concluded at 4:05 p.m.)
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 2
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 3
proceedings and evidence noted are contained

 4
fully and accurately in the stenographic
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notes taken by me in the foregoing matter,
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and this is a correct transcript of the
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 8
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