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COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Good
afternoon, everyone. Thank you for being
here. We have a quorum for our Streets
and Services hearing. To my left,
Councilman Greenlee. To my right,
Councilwoman Bass, Councilman Oh, and
Councilman Taubenberger.

Mr. McMonagle, would you please
read the title of our first bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180561, an
ordinance amending Section 9-213 of The
Philadelphia Code, entitled "Farmers®
Markets,' by adding a permissible
location on Castor Avenue, all under
certain terms and conditions.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: We do have
written testimony by L&l that"s submitted
for the record and we have Food Trust to
submit.

For the record also, | want to
say Bill No. 180558 will be held to the

call of the sponsor.
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Please state your name for the
record and then proceed on Bill No.
180561 .

MS. WICH: Katy Wich.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Closer.

MS. WICH: Katy Wich.

Good afternoon, Councilman
Squilla and the Committee members. My
name i1s Katy Wich and I am a Farmers-®
Market Program Senior Associate at The
Food Trust. We"re a non-profit
organization dedicated to ensuring that
everyone has access to affordable,
nutritious food and the information to
make healthy decisions.

First, 1°d like to thank
Council for the support that they have
given to The Food Trust"s Farmers Market
Program for over 20 years. 1°d also like
to thank partners on the bill,
Councilwoman Parker and the Oxford Circle
Christian Community Development
Association.

The farmers market -- The Food

Page 3

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Commitee on Streets and Services
June 4, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

6/4/18 - STREETS - BILL 180293, ETC.
Trust®s Farmers Market Program iIs our
flagship agency"s initiative. We
currently manage 21 markets in the City,
a vast majority of which are
strategically located in lower iIncome,
low food access communities. This year
will mark our 14th year that we have
operated a seasonal farmers market i1n the
Oxford section of the City.

Back 1n 2004 when there were
very few farmers markets operating in the
City and even fewer that accepted the
federal nutrition benefits like SNAP and
the Senior and WIC Farmers Market
Nutrition Program vouchers, this market
served as a haven for residents
throughout the Oxford Circle section.

After serving thousands of
customers with a dedicated core of market
regulars, we"re excited to be approached
about the opportunity to relocate the
market to bustling Castor Avenue at
Hellerman Street. With increased

visibility and access, the market will
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serve as a resource for fresh, locally
grown fruits and vegetables for many more
families in the neighborhood. We look
forward to making additional connections
with area businesses and registered
community organizations in order to
promote the great work that they are
doing i1n the neighborhood as well.

We appreciate the efforts of
the various City departments that
regulate and support our market work,
including the Department of Public
Health, L&l, and the Streets Department,
and we plan, as always, to abide by the
regulations set forth in the ordinance.

Thank you again for your
consideration and for your ongoing
support of The Food Trust"s Farmers
Markets Program. We look forward to
another great season in Oxford Circle and
at all of our farmers markets across the
City.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you

for your testimony.
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Any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, 1Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 1805617

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, thank you.

Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180465, an
ordinance amending Chapter 10-700 of The
Philadelphia Code, entitled "Refuse and
Littering,” by providing for additional
penalties and consequences for short
dumping, under certain terms and
conditions.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Can we please have, 1 guess,
Trevor Day here, Reverend Kermit Newkirk.
Kermit 1s not here. Marion Johnson and
Sandra Harmon and Kelly O"Day. 1I™m
sorry.

(Witnesses approached witness
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table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: This Bill
180465 has been amended and has been
circulated to all members.

IT you want to decide who wants
to go first. Just state your name for
the record and then proceed with your
testimony. We"ll hold questions until
everybody testifies. Thank you.

MS. HARMON: 1"m more than
willing to go fFirst.

My name is Sandra Harmon. 1™m
a resident of the Logan community, also
the Outreach Coordinator for the Nicetown
CDC. 1 am a ten-year resident of the
Logan section of Philadelphia. 1 have
the unfortunate position of having a
front-row view of this acreage. It
begins for my family on the other side of
the street. When | say directly
impacted, we, the residents of the 45 and
4600 blocks of North 11th Streets, are
forced to look at the jersey barriers,

unkempt landscape, and get inundated by
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someone else®s freshly dumped trash and
garbage on a regular basis, oftentimes
more than once a day, and night and day.

Our block 1s residential, a
working-class of citizens, mostly retired
and taxpaying homeowners. Most of us, to
include my extended family, were present
during the sinking home, gas explosion,
and relocation disaster beginning way
back 1n the "70s. It was then that it
appears that this was the beginning of
the forgotten wasteland known today as
the Logan Triangle.

I moved to the area to reside
with my husband in 2008. There were
certain features that made it a little
less than a desirable location, but there
appeared to be some progress. The
landscape was being managed regularly and
the concept of short dumping was still in
the future. A simple 311 call seemed to
be sufficient in garnering attention to
our social environmental issues, and

people were somewhat hopeful at that
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time.

The hopefulness has now
diminished and we are left with despair
and humiliation. Have you seen the Logan
Triangle lately? No? Well, please allow
me just a moment to paint a grim and
horrifying picture for you. The
unsightly jersey barriers remain after 30
years. The purpose? Nobody seems to be
able to tell us why or is willing to
listen to our plea to have them removed.
They are unsightly and a tremendous
eyesore. Moreover, they have become a
key ally for the short dumpsters to hide
their disgrace, along with the i1llegally
parked tractor-trailers that line the
streets nightly, motors running, exhaust
fumes permeating, the potential fresh
nightly air, and ultimately putting our
overall health in jeopardy.

Then there i1s the matter of the
discarded contents of someone®s newly
renovated home that now litters Wyoming

Avenue and surrounding property.
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Carpeting, staircases, appliances, and
mattresses are often discarded, and
people often rummage through and make
that problem worse.

The 17-block radius is the
dumping ground of mostly contractors who
have chosen to pocket the fee charged for
the removal and dumping and bring that
trash to us, my front yard. There is
also residential garbage which has
brought the vermin - rats, opossums,
raccoons. This problem has escalated to
an alarming rate over the past three
years. The impact is really a citywide
black eye, but we were forced to look at
it and live aside it every day.

On a personal note, my daughter
went to her senior prom this year on May
the 4th. We didn"t do a prom sendoff at
home. 1| couldn®t bear another
embarrassing moment by inviting friends
and family over to see how we are being
forced to live. Again, why are we living

like this? Do we have to live like this?
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Who else lives like that? Why should we?
Something must be done, Philadelphia.

I"m a member of the Eighth
District Trash Force Initiative because |
am here to help my community and to get
something done. This problem must be
addressed, starting with today, and 1t is
my hope that we can model our success for
the entire City, which, whether you know
it or not, Philadelphia, we have a trash
problem. 1"m hoping to get some
attention on that today.

(Applause.)

MS. JOHNSON: Good afternoon.
I want to recognize Chairperson and all
Councilmembers and others assembled iIn
this room. I1"m usually longwinded, but
111 try not to be unnecessarily
longwinded. I won"t be longwinded today
because Mrs. Harmon has certainly
described the situation. But I"m here
today to go on record.

I"ve lived here 1In Logan for 45

years. |I"ve worked here in Logan for 28.
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So I*m very familiar with this area, the
area that"s being described here today.

This paper really does -- she®s
done a good job, but she hasn"t been able
to do an excellent job, because you have
to stay up late at night to capture all
of the things that"s really going on
there.

So I just want to say I"m here
today, and 1 understand there®s a bill
going to be introduced iIn regards to this
situation, the trash situation that
exists up there in that area. Again,
I*ve lived here 45 years. 1"ve walked
that block up and down, and just
recently, thank goodness Councilwoman
Cindy Bass has decided to take a stand
again and move forward with establishing
a committee, which I"m a part of. This
i1s the Chairperson here, and we have
others from the community who are saying
they“"re sick and tired of living iIn this
Tfilth that people are boldly bringing to
the site, dumping 1t as though this is

Page 12

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Commitee on Streets and Services
June 4, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

6/4/18 - STREETS - BILL 180293, ETC.
where 1t should be properly dumped.

I want to add to the point of
the dumping, that dumping is also even
greater because from the area where the
sinking homes where the trash 1s now iIn
existence, the day care mothers come home
walking their children. They have to
walk out 1n the street. They have to
wait until traffic passes by sometimes.
So 1t"s not only an unsanitary situation,
It"s a dangerous situation.

So I just want to say that 1
support the bill. Prayerfully i1t will be
moved forward. After working for the
City 28 years -- and 1"m not putting them
down, but I have been here 45 years and
I"ve worked here and seen the changes and
the promises made, and they haven"t
always been very productive.

And, lastly, 1 want to end on
this note. Sometimes people think
because all this trash is iIn our
neighborhood, that we, the neighbors, are

trifling. 1°ve heard that word used.
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They assume that we don"t care about this
neighborhood. Yes, we do, but the
problem is, we need help In that
neighborhood. We need help at that
location. We need the City to stand
strong and help us move forward, getting
the proper signs up In that area and make
the signs costly enough. With us going
down there cleaning like 1t"s our total
responsibility, they do i1t even greater.
It makes 1t that much easier. When we
were down there last week with the
committee that Councilwoman just recently
put together, thank God, people did stand
still and take notice of us. People were
coming there to actually dump. There was
a man who had one truck already dumped
there and then he came to bring another.
So when we turned around to address him
In regards to, Don"t you see what we"re
doing, and he said, Oh, I"m sorry. 1I™m
just waiting on someone. That was how
that particular truck got moved,

Councilwoman Bass, last week or that
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would have been there with the rest of
the piles with the rats that are going
to -- don"t label us wrong, please. And
I*m not being sarcastic. 1 want to end
on this note. We clean that
neighborhood. We take trash up, but
again as fast as we clean i1t up, they
come In the night, they come all hours
and deposit again.

So we are supporting any bill
that the Councilwoman brings iIn regards
to that situation there. | saw the
houses when they were there and 1 saw
when they tore them down. So i1t would be
a blessing.

So I thank you all for allowing
us to come down just to try to make it
very clear that we are self-help people.
We clean the playground up there now. We
clean all of the different blocks around
as much as we possibly can. So i1t°s
now -- we feel we are at the mercy of you
good people, who we know are capable of

making something happen, and we count on
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you for that.

So I thank you for giving me
the opportunity. And I"m just one person
that came down, but there"s more too, but
we know time is of essence to everyone.
So thank you, Councillwoman. Thank you,
other Councilpeople.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
very much.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please
proceed.

COMMISSIONER DAY: Good
afternoon, Chairperson Squilla and
members of the Streets and Services
Committee. My name is Trevor Day. [I™m
the Procurement Commissioner for the City
of Philadelphia. | support the intention
of Bill No. 180465, which would
permanently ban any vendors seeking to do
business with the City who have been
found to be i1llegally dumping debris or
short dumping.

As a matter of policy, we are
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In support of any effort to maintain the
integrity of our contracting process by
preventing the City from doing business
with vendors that engage in illegal
activities, including short dumping.
However, | would like to highlight a few
areas in which the bill conflicts with
procurement policies. Specifically, iIn
order to prohibit a vendor from bidding,
current procurement debarment regulations
require that the City notify the vendor
of this determination and allow the
vendor to be heard before making a final
determination. This decision helps to
protect the City from potential
litigation from aggrieved vendors.
Additionally, permanently banning a
vendor from doing business with the City
would be viewed as excessively punitive
depending on the nature of the violation,
especially when there may be other fines
that be levied or actions that can be
taken, such as suspension or debarment

for a period of time. Our suggestion is
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that the bill be amended to include
language that requires a hearing for
debarment or suspension, making this
consistent with existing procurement
policies.

This concludes my testimony. |
am happy to answer any questions from the
Committee.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: We®"l1 hold
all questions until everybody is
complete.

State your name for the record
and proceed.

MR. O"DAY: Good afternoon.

I*m Kelly O"Day. I live in 301 East
Durham in East Mount Airy in Council
District 8. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak in favor of Bill
180465, which would amend the Refuse and
Littering chapter of The Philadelphia
Code to prohibit any contractor who
violates Section 10-710 while engaged in
activity under the terms of a City

contract from bidding on any future
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subsequent City contract.

Now, as a supporter of this
bill, I1°d like to discuss the City"s
overall problem and make sure that
everybody i1n this room realizes i1t"s not
just the Logan Triangle. 1It"s a Council
District 8 problem. It i1s a Philadelphia
problem. 1t 1s across the entire City.

I have probably taken more
photographs of illegal dumping than
anybody else In the City. If anybody
else wants to take claim to that title,
let me know. [1"1l1 be glad to compare
notes with you on that.

Now, short dumping is a chronic
problem in District 8, and | have been
going after it for a number of years,
because i1t 1s a major water pollution
problem. 1 would invite any of you that
are not concerned about trash and litter
to take a look at the Tacony Creek Park.
It 1s just simply disgusting. After a
rainstorm, a lot of that debris gets

carried down into the creek, washes up on
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the banks. So here we are spending
precious money trying to restore a nice
park and every time i1t rains, we"re
dumping on that parkland.

Why i1s 1llegal dumping so
important? Well, in order to take care
of the litter problem, we clearly need
more big bellies and we need more wire
baskets. So when 1 first started looking
into this, the question was, well, why
don"t we have more of those, and the
reason we don"t i1s that those serve as
magnets for people that have excess trash
they"re trying to get rid of. Now, that
can be an apartment owner or a small
apartment who has a Friday night party
and has limited place to put their trash
or the small contractor who has just done
a bathroom rehab and instead of taking it
to a commercial disposal site, they take
It to Logan Triangle, they take i1t to
some other place and dump 1t. Or It can
be a tire supplier who In fact got money

to properly dispose of his tires, but in
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fact saves that -- puts the money iIn his
pocket and dumps 1it.

So In order to solve this, to
solve our overall problem, we"ve got to
go after short dumping first and we got
to go after it aggressively so that we
can then begin to go after the littering
problem more effectively.

Now, L&l already has the
authority to revoke commercial activity
license for any person for a period not
to exceed one year for a violation of the
City"s short dumping Section 10-710. 1
have to ask you, how many commercial
licenses have been revoked for short
dumping In the past year? In the past
five years? In the past ten years?

I think this Is a very
legitimate question for Council to ask,
because i1t 1s a provision. It"s there.
It"s 1n black and white.

The reason | suspect -- | don"t
have the facts. [I"m an engineer and I

want to see the facts, but I suspect that
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there®s no -- nobody®s lost their license
or very few, because there"s limited
enforcement.

The language i1n the existing
code i1s very powerful, but it is only
going to work 1f 1t"s enforced. Who 1s
out there enforcing the anti-dumping,
short dumping provisions? The Police
Department? We talked to the Police
Department. They don"t have the
resources, and they have obviously other
Issues to handle.

The commercial corridors tend
to be taken care of, but i1t"s these
off-street areas that are the ones that
are really the victims. So we need much
more enforcement of our short dumping
provisions.

Now, to be effective, Bill
180465 has to have aggressive enforcement
tied to 1t. So i1t may well be time for
Council to think about how is this
provision going to be enforced and how

will the other illegal dumping provisions
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going to be enforced? Because that"s
going to be the key. You can write the
rules, and in fact we ought to have the
rules, but in fact, they"re not being
followed.

Now, we know where the i1llegal
dumping hotspots are. The Streets
Department has a list. They know. With
the new litter iIndex, we"ve got maps and
we know where 1t i1s. Unfortunately, that
doesn"t help us solve the problem.

1*d like to walk you through
one area in Logan Triangle just to give
you a flavor. 1"ve attached four photos
that 1 took between April 4th -- the
third page on here -- between April
4th -- and this i1s right by the church
where there®s a day care. On April 4th,
that was the picture that was submitted
to 311. On May 5th, Streets Department
had cleaned up that original dump, and
you notice now that"s right in the middle
of the street. So now on May 5th, you

come back and you see there"s literally
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hundreds of tires.

On May 8th -- the Streets
Department between the 5th and the 8th,
the Streets Department was able to remove
those tires, but on May 8th, instead of
the tires, what do we see? We see
another pile right in the street and of
course on the sidewalk.

Now, after the April 4th and
after the May 5th, the Streets Department
was very quick to remove. It"s been
almost a month and they haven®t been able
to get back to this, and that becomes our
second problem, that the Streets
Department i1s inundated, does not have
the resources.

So 1t"s clear to me this i1s not
the neighbors living in Logan Triangle on
North Warnock or 10th or any of these
other streets. This is a small
contractor coming through, unloading, and
moving right up under Roosevelt Boulevard
to go wherever they may go. And so this

iIs really a City problem. And 1 want to
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stress again that 1t"s not just the Logan
Triangle. That"s a very good example for
us to use.

Now, we can have repeat short
dumpers who go back to the same spots
over and over and over again. Well, if
we know where the spots are and we know
that there®"s a limited number but these
people are repeat offenders, whether it"s
tires or construction debris, what are we
doing about 1t? We have 16 cameras
throughout the whole City. We could use
16 cameras i1n Logan Triangle. We clearly
are not paying enough attention to this.

My final point is that 1 think
that the Streets Department, L&l, and the
Police Department have to join forces,
and City Council has to be the vehicle to
really put the impetus on i1t representing
the constituents. So I"m calling for
City Council to convene an lllegal
Dumping Trash Summit, because 1 believe
It"s that serious a problem, iIn which

City Councilors, City department heads,
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civic associations, and business leaders,
construction business, the tire business,
landlords, because many -- 1 think when
you get into it, you"ll find that there"s
simply not enough dumpsters in many of
the areas, so the tenants will tend to
dump -- have to come together to solve
this problem.

IT we wanted to get Amazon to
come here, 1 can guarantee you these
photos aren"t going to be the way to
bring them here.

Thank you very much.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
for your testimony.

1"d like to recognize
Councilwoman Bass.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.

Thank you so much, everyone,
for being here and for your testimony
today.

Kelly, 1 want to start with

you. You mentioned that we should have a
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citywide summit. What was it called
again?

MR. O"DAY: 1 called it an
Il1legal Dumping Summit.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: 1llegal
Dumping Summit. We"re going to put you
in charge of that. Because the reward
for hard work is more work. But you®"ve
done a great job. You"ve all done a
great job with the Trash Task Force for
the Eighth District.

And I just want to give some
background for those who may not know,
that earlier this year, | guess It was
within the last month or six weeks or so,
the Eighth District Trash Task Force was
out at the Logan Triangle with a reporter
from the Metro newspaper, talking about
and bringing attention to i1llegal dumping
in the City of Philadelphia, and while
they were there, lo and behold, here
comes a backhoe and dumps almost right in
front of them, to the astonishment of

everyone who was there. And on top of
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1t, they were contracted with the
Philadelphia -- 1 forget 1f 1t was gas or
the Water Department.

MS. JOHNSON: PGW.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: It was PGW.
Okay. Very good.

So just the i1dea that there
would be this sort of level of blatant
disrespect for the community and by a
contractor who was under contract by PGW,
which 1s owned by the City of
Philadelphia, and that we would be paying
this contractor to do a job and that they
would be dumping. And so now we have to
pay to clean up after this contractor,
and 1 just find 1t absolutely ridiculous
that we"re doing so.

This bill would require that if
you are caught short dumping -- and 1
don"t care. | know that there were some
conversations about the size of the
dumping. It doesn"t really matter to me.
This bill will require that if you are

caught dumping, you are forever banned
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from doing business with the City of
Philadelphia, whether you have a contract
now or you try to get a contract in the
future. So 1t should really alert people
that we"re serious. We"re taking this
very, very seriously.

I can tell you i1n the Eighth
District, I am so sick and tired of being
sick and tired of cleaning up after other
people and their dumping and their trash.
And so we want clean neighborhoods. We
want neighborhoods that are
environmentally friendly. We don"t know
where this trash i1s coming from. We
don"t know what"s iIn this construction
debris. 1Is 1t asbestos? Is it something
else that can be harmful? 1Is 1t lead?
We have no i1dea what i1s being dumped iIn
our neighborhoods, and i1t"s completely
and totally unacceptable.

So 1 just really wanted to say
that and say thank you so much to the
Task Force for all that they have done.

And also, Sandra, 1 just wanted
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to say to you, | find i1t absolutely just
horrible that you weren"t able to give
your daughter a prom sendoff from your
home. That"s a very important thing.
For those of us who we remember our proms
and leaving from the house and i1t"s
always like a big deal and everybody
comes over and wishes you well and it"s
sort of like rite of passage for our
young people, and to not be able to have
that experience, 1 just feel terrible
about 1t.

And so we need to have cleaner
neighborhoods, and I just want to thank
everyone for really being on board. And
I know that, Commissioner Day, that you
are in a difficult position and feel
strongly about the bill as well and want
to be supportive, but 1 do think that
having solid penalties In which you
cannot do business with the City of
Philadelphia, you are barred from doing
business, 1t sends a message that we"re

very, very serious. We have a problem in
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this City with enforcement, and so this
will send a message that we"re not
kidding around and we"re taking i1t
seriously and there i1s no wiggle room.

IT you are caught dumping and you have a
contract, you will be barred from doing
business with the City. Again, It"s a
privilege to do business with the City;
It"s not a right. And also if anyone is
interested In doing business, for
contractors out there who may be
interested i1n doing future business with
the City, 1T we catch you, you will be
ineligible. So we want to make sure that
people understand that and, again, that
we"re taking 1t very seriously.

So thank you so much for all of
the work that you®ve done and for the
work that you®"re going to be continuing
to do 1n our community. So thank you.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you,
Councillwoman, and i1t Is true that this is
citywide and unfortunately i1t"s not just

an Eighth District issue.
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But thank you all for your
testimony.

Councilman Taubenberger.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: Thank
you, Mr. Chairman, and 1 want to thank
Councilwoman Bass for her leadership on
this subject.

A lot of people who don"t know
who I am, I"m a freshman. [I"m a
64-year-old freshman in this body, but
what 1 want to speak about Is something
that really 1rritates me as a human
being. Not everybody knows who 1 am
entirely. 1 have a degree in agriculture
from Penn State University. My academic
training, I"m an agronomist. It"s a soil
scientist and field crop manager. And
years ago, | was the Grounds Supervisor
at Friends Hospital, and we had a
constant battle with short dumping.

So let me be very direct here.
Anything that 1 can do to stop short
dumping, to curtail i1t, to increase the

penalties, I"m there. |If Councilwoman
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Bass needs another person for her task
force, 1 enthusiastically volunteer iIf
that fits Into her needs, because this is
a battle that will go on forever.

When 1 was a young Grounds
Supervisor, | confronted these guys.
They"re arrogant, no good, and I1*11 leave
the rest up to you, and 1t has to be
stopped. And you have to really hit it
where i1t hurts, and that would be in
increasing the economic penalties and
having a penalty like this. 1 mean, that
arrogance that somebody that i1s a PGW
person and they®"re dumping on the very
parcel while you®"re there i1n a news
conference, that says it all. We have to
do something about it.

And let me say this,

Mrs. Harmon. 1 feel very, very saddened
that you couldn®"t take the pictures of
your daughter for her prom, because 1
understand how important that is. 1 have
a senior who goes to high school as well,

and the prom pictures were very, very,
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very important, and 1"m there to help.

MS. HARMON: May 1 add
something?

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: Sure.
Please.

MS. HARMON: My daughter, her
name i1s Aziza Harmon. She"s a graduating
senior with distinguished honors despite
the environment that she looks at every
day. And also in addition, she®s very
active civically. She"s volunteering.
She"s rolling up her sleeves. She"s
there to advocate for her peers and even
for other people in the community.

So In spite of this horrible
blight 1n her front yard, this young
person i1s excelling. So I wish she could
be here so that she could hear this as
well, but 1 just wanted to make that
point.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: We
have tapes of this. You can send her the
tape, and her mom did an eloguent job

here and really has, I think, moved
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everyone on this Committee. We"re here
to help. This i1s a war that we need to
win, and we need the participation of all
citizens to come forward and say, hey,
this 1s the guy that®"s doing it or she
did 1t or he did i1t or whatever. This
cannot be tolerated iIn a city that we
want to consider world class. Amazon,
1t"s correct, will never come here if
they think we are just living In a
pigsty. So we need to do something about
1t and we need the enforcement, because
guess what? They wouldn®"t dare short
dump on Rittenhouse Square, because they
know there®s police there, but they"ll
short dump at you, and that"s wrong. You
should have all the respect that
Rittenhouse Square has. That area should
be cleaned.

Thank you.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you,
Councilman.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any other
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questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, 1Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 180465, as amended?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180428, an
ordinance establishing no truck parking
and tow-away regulation on Black Lake
Place from McNulty Road to its terminus
further southwardly therefrom.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: State your
name, Saint, and just proceed with your
testimony. Thanks.

MR. TORRENCE: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of the
Streets and Services Committee. My name
Is St. Martin Torrence, the Director of

Legislative Affairs for the Department of
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Streets. I"m here to offer testimony on
Bill No. 180428.

This regulation was posted on
May 25th, 2018 as a trial. We have not
received any complaints or concern from
the surrounding property owners. As
such, the Department of Streets has no
objections to this bill.

Thank you for your time. This
concludes my testimony.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Very good.

Any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, 1Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 1804287

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180559, an
ordinance establishing a no truck parking
regulation on Rising Sun Avenue between

Adams Avenue and East Godfrey Avenue.
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COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please
proceed.

MR. TORRENCE: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of the
Streets and Services Committee. My name
Is St. Martin Torrence, Director of
Legislative Affairs for the Department of
Streets. I"m here to offer testimony on
Bill No. 180559, which was introduced by
Councilwoman Parker.

The Department has no
objections to this bill. We can have
signs posted for this regulation within
30 days.

Thank you for your time. This
concludes my testimony.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
No. 1805597

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
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none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180550, an
ordinance establishing parking
regulations along Mantua Avenue, North
37th Street, and Ogden Street to enable
the i1nstallation of the Mantua Avenue
Greenway .

MR. TORRENCE: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of the
Streets and Services Committee. My name
Is St. Martin Torrence, Director of
Legislative Affairs for the Department of
Streets. I"m here to offer testimony on
Bill No. 180550.

The Department of Streets has
no objections to this bill. These new
parking restrictions will enable the
building of the Mantua Greenway multi-use
trail and allow the Philadelphia Water
Department to create larger stormwater
retention areas iIn concert with the
project.

Thank you for your time. This
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concludes my testimony.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
for your testimony.

Are there any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
No. 1805507

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180551, an
ordinance establishing a one-way
regulation on Filbert Street, from North
38th Street to North 37th Street,
eastbound.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please
proceed.

MR. TORRENCE: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of the
Streets and Services Committee. My name
Is St. Martin Torrence, Director of

Legislative Affairs for the Department of
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Streets. I"m here to offer testimony on
Bill No. 180551.

The Department of Streets fully
supports the passage of this bill. This
one-way regulation will occur in concert
with the opening of the block of North
37th Street between Market Street and
Filbert Street iIn the interest of safety.

Thank you for your time. This
concludes my testimony.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, 1Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 1805517

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: Yes.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:
Councilwoman Blackwell.

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: Thank
you very much. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
For all my five bills, we ask for support
for this and the other four and hope the

Committee will consider them.
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Thank you very much.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you,
Councilwoman Blackwell.

Are there any other questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180499, an
ordinance authorizing the construction of
a sewer and appurtenant work, required to
provide public sewer service, In a
portion of the 4200 block of Regent
Square.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Brian,
whenever you get situated, just state
your name for the record and then proceed
with your testimony.

MR. MOHL: Brian Mohl.

Good afternoon, Councilman

Squilla and members of the Committee on

Page 42

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Commitee on Streets and Services
June 4, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

6/4/18 - STREETS - BILL 180293, ETC.
Streets and Services. 1 am Brian Mohl,
Assistant Engineering Division Manager of
the Philadelphia Water Department. | am
here to testify on Bill No. 180499, which
authorizes the construction of a sewer
and appurtenant work in the 4200 block of
Regent Square. Councilwoman Blackwell
introduced the bill on May 17th, 2018.

The properties on this block
are currently served by a private sewer,
which has deteriorated past i1ts useful
life and needs replacement. The private
sewer 1s very deep and has suffered many
structural defects, and additional
repairs, cleaning, and internal lining
are not recommended without installation
of a replacement sewer. The new sewer
will be constructed to our high-quality
standards and will not be as deep,
meaning that customers will have an
easier time maintaining their laterals.

To be clear, the current sewer
IS not a public sewer. The new sewer

will be. The residents on this block
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will be assessed for the new sewer iIn
accordance with The Philadelphia Code.

The Water Department
respectfully requests that this bill be
reported favorably out of Committee and
that the rules of Council be suspended to
allow the fTirst reading of this bill at
the next session of City Council.

I appreciate this opportunity
to appear before you today, and 1"m happy
to answer any questions.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Thank
you, SIir.

Any questions for this witness?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: Thank
you. That"s mine too. Thank you.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you,
Councilwoman Blackwell.

Any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
No. 1804997
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(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180293, an
ordinance authorizing the revision of
lines and grades on a portion of City
Plan Nos. 34-S and 41-S by striking from
the City Plan and vacating the legally
open portions of Packer Avenue from
Christopher Columbus Boulevard to the
Pierhead Line of the Delaware River and
reserving and placing on the City Plan a
right-of-way for sewer and drainage
purposes, water main purposes, and public
utility purposes within the lines of
Packer Avenue being stricken and
authorizing acceptance of the grant to
the City of the said right-of-way, under
certain terms and conditions.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Thank

you.
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Whoever would like to go first,
please.

MR. MORELLI: Good afternoon,
Councilman Squilla and members of the
Committee. My name is Frank Morelli,
Survey Bureau Manager for the Department
of Streets, and 1*d like to offer the
following testimony on Bill No. 180293.

This 1s not an Administration
ordinance, but an ordinance requested by
Mr. Gregory V. lannarelli, Esquire, of
the Philadelphia Regional Port Authority.

The purpose of this proposed
ordinance 1s to authorize the striking
from the City Plan and vacating the
legally open portions of Packer Avenue
from Christopher Columbus Boulevard to
the Pierhead Line of the Delaware River
and reserving and placing on the City
Plan of a right-of-way for sewer and
drainage, water main, and public utility
purposes within the lines of Packer
Avenue being stricken. The purpose of

this action is to enhance security and
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safety and to allow for upgrades to the
adjacent marine terminal facility.

I will be happy to respond to
any questions.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please
proceed.

MS. CHIU: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of Streets
and Services Committee. 1"m Sarah Chiu,
City Planner with the Philadelphia City
Planning Commission. 1"m here to testify
on Bill No. 180293, which was i1ntroduced
by Councilmember Squilla on April 5th,
2018.

Bill No. 180293 will authorize
the revision of lines and grades changes
on the City Plan by striking and vacating
a legally opened portion of Packer Avenue
from Columbus Boulevard to the Pierhead
Line of Delaware River and placing on the
City Plan a right-of-way for water,
drainage, and public utilities. The
purpose of this bill is to allow the

property owner and the Port Authority to
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provide a higher level of security and a
safe work area due to the high volume of
heavy truck traffic, railroad services,
and heavy equipment operating at the
facility.

At 1ts meeting of April 17th,
2018, the Planning Commission recommended
Bill No. 180293 be approved.

This concludes my testimony. |
appreciate the opportunity to testify
before you today and would be pleased to
answer any questions you may have.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
for your testimony.

Any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
No. 1802937

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180452, an
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ordinance amending Section 2 of an
Ordinance (Bill No. 160145) approved
April 19, 2016, entitled "An ordinance
authorizing the revision of lines and
grades on a portion of City Plan No. 44
by placing on the City Plan
Thirty-Seventh Street from Market Street
to Filbert Street and from Filbert Street
to Warren Street, Cuthbert Street from
Thirty-Seventh Street to Thirty-Eighth
Street, north of Filbert Street, and
Warren Street from Thirty-Seventh Street
to Thirty-Eighth Street, all under
certain terms and conditions, including
the dedication to the City of the said
beds of Thirty-Seventh Street, Cuthbert
Street, and Warren Street, by extending
the period for compliance with the terms
and conditions stated therein.

MR. MORELLI: 1°d like to offer
the following testimony on Bill No.
180452.

This 1s not an Administration

ordinance, but an ordinance requested by
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Mr. Neil Sklaroff, Esquire, representing
Wexford Development, LLC. The purpose of
this proposed ordinance is to amend a
previous ordinance (Bill No. 160145),
approved April 19, 2016, which authorized
the placing on the City Plan of 37th
Street from Market Street to Filbert
Street and from Filbert Street to Warren
Street, Cuthbert Street from 37th to 38th
Street, and Warren Street from 37th to
38th Street. The proposed amendment will
extend the operable period for compliance
with the terms and conditions of the
authorizing ordinance for an additional
two years. These new streets will extend
through the former University City High
School site. This action i1s part of a
redevelopment of the site and adjacent
property fronting on Market Street, which
will ultimately consist of 3.1 million
square feet of office, laboratory,
residential, commercial, academic, and
retail use.

I will be happy to respond to
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any questions.

MS. CHIU: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of Streets
and Services Committee. [I"m Sarah Chiu,
City Planner with the Philadelphia City
Planning Commission. 1"m here to testify
on Bill No. 180452, which was introduced
by Councilmember Blackwell on May 10th,
2018.

Bill No. 180452 i1s to extend
the timeline for compliance for the
redevelopment of the 14-acre site of the
former University City High School and
Charles R. Drew Elementary School site
which was acquired by Drexel University
from Philadelphia School District. The
amendment iIs consistent with the original
Bill No. 160145, which was approved by
the Planning Commission on March 15th,
2016.

The Planning Commission 1is
scheduled to consider this bill at its
meeting on June 12th, 2018 with a staff

recommendation for approval.
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This concludes my testimony. |
appreciate the opportunity to testify
before you today and would be pleased to
answer any questions you may have.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, 1Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 1804527

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180560, an
ordinance authorizing the revision of
lines and grades on a portion of City
Plan No. 250 by striking from the City
Plan and vacating the legally open
portions of Mountour Street from Adams
Avenue to Foulkrod Street, under certain
terms and conditions.

MR. MORELLI: I would like to

offer the following testimony on Bill No.
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180560.

This 1s not an Administration
ordinance, but an ordinance requested by
Mr. Richard J. Goldstein, Esquire,
representing ALDI Incorporated for Ms.
Adrienne Kieliszak, Real Estate Director
of the Center Valley Division.

The purpose of this proposed
ordinance 1s to authorize the striking
from the City Plan and vacating the
legally open portions of Mountour Street
from Adams Avenue to Foulkrod Street.
The portion of Mountour Street proposed
to be stricken 1s not paved or In use by
public traffic. The purpose of this
action 1s to remove a paper street as an
encumbrance on private property and clear
land area for proposed commercial
redevelopment.

I will be happy to respond to
any questions.

MS. CHIU: Good afternoon. [I™m
Sarah Chiu, City Planner with the

Philadelphia City Planning Commission.
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I*m here to testify on Bill No. 180560,
which was introduced by Councilmember
Parker on May 24th, 2018.

Bill No. 180560 will strike and
vacate the legally opened and unopened
portion of Mountour Street from Adams
Avenue to Foulkrod Street. This portion
of the street is not physically paved or
open for public traffic. This
legislation is to help facilitate a
proposed new grocery store at the
adjacent parcel.

The Planning Commission 1is
scheduled to consider this bill on June
12th, 2018 with a staff recommendation.

This concludes my testimony. |
appreciate the opportunity to testify
before you today and would be pleased to
answer any questions you may have.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
for your testimony.

Any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
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none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
No. 1805607

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180383, an
ordinance authorizing Louie Louie
Restaurant LLC to install, own and
maintain an open-air sidewalk cafe at
3611 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA
19104, under certain terms and
conditions.

MR. TORRENCE: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of the
Streets and Services Committee. My name
Is St. Martin Torrence. |I"m the Director
of Legislative Affairs for the Department
of Streets. 1°m here to offer testimony
on Bill No. 180383.

This bill authorizes Louie
Louie LLC to install, own and maintain an
open-air sidewalk cafe at 3611 Walnut

Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104, under
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certain terms and conditions.

My testimony is submitted for
the record. The Streets Department has
no objections to these encroachments.

Thank you for your time. This
concludes my testimony.

MS. CHIU: I"m Sarah Chiu. I™m
here to testify on Bill No. 180383, which
was i1ntroduced by Councilmember Blackwell
on April 26th, 2018.

Bill No. 180383 will authorize
an open-air sidewalk cafe at 3611 Walnut
Street. The cafe tables and chairs will
be placed along the building line and
will encroach on the north footway of
Walnut Street for approximately 3 feet 6
inches to 6 feet, leaving 10 feet of
clear and unobstructed walking zone space
for pedestrians. This encroachment meets
the Complete Street policy™s minimum
walking zone requirement.

Therefore, at i1ts meeting of
May 15th, 2018, the Planning Commission
recommended Bill No. 180383 be approved

Page 56

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Commitee on Streets and Services
June 4, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

6/4/18 - STREETS - BILL 180293, ETC.
as an item In accord with previous
policy.

This concludes my testimony.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
No. 1803837

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180396, an
ordinance authorizing Saint Lazarus Bar
to install, own and maintain an open-air
sidewalk cafe at 102 West Girard Avenue,
Philadelphia, PA 19123, under certain
terms and conditions.

MR. TORRENCE: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of the
Streets and Services Committee. My name
Is St. Martin Torrence. |I"m the Director

of Legislative Affairs for the Department
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of Streets. 1°m here to offer testimony
on Bill No. 180396.

This bill authorizes Saint
Lazarus Bar to install, own, and maintain
an open-air sidewalk cafe at 102 West
Girard Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19123,
under certain terms and conditions.

My testimony is submitted for
the record. The Streets Department has
no objections to this encroachment.

Thank you for your time. This
concludes my testimony.

MS. CHIU: 1I"m Sarah Chiu. [I™m
here testifying on Bill No. 180396, which
was introduced by Councilmember Squilla
on April 26th, 2018.

Bill No. 180396 will authorize
an open-air sidewalk cafe at 102 West
Girard Avenue. The cafe"s tables and
chairs will be placed on the building
line and 1t will encroach onto the west
footway of Front Street for 5 feet. It
will leave 7 feet of clear and

unobstructed walking zone space for
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pedestrians. This encroachment meets the
Complete Street policy"s minimum walking
zone requirement.

Therefore, at i1ts meeting of
May 15th, 2018, the Planning Commission
recommended Bill No. 180396 be approved
as an item In accord with previous
policy.

This concludes my testimony.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
for your testimony.

Any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
No. 1803967

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180460, an
ordinance authorizing 618 Market LP to
construct, own and maintain facade

enhancement encroachments at 618 Market
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Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106, under
certain terms and conditions.

MR. TORRENCE: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of the
Streets and Services Committee. My name
Is St. Martin Torrence. |I"m the Director
of Legislative Affairs for the Department
of Streets. 1°m here to offer testimony
on Bill No. 180460.

This bill authorizes 618 Market
Street LP to construct, own and maintain
facade enhancement encroachments at 618
Market Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106,
under certain terms and conditions.

My testimony is submitted for
the record. The Streets Department has
no objections to these encroachments.

Thank you for your time. This
concludes my testimony.

MS. CHIU: [I"m Sarah Chiu. [I™m
here to testify on Bill No. 180460, which
was introduced by Councilmember Squilla
on May 10th, 2018.

Bill No. 180460 is to permit
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the building facade enhancement
encroachment at 618 Market Street. This
enhancement includes LED lighting, a wire
mesh screen and i1ts supporting hardware.
The encroachments are 14 and a half feet
above the sidewalk level and is
projecting 2 feet 8 iInches over the south
footway of Market Street. There will be
no physical change on the sidewalk level.

The Planning Commission 1is
scheduled to consider this bill at i1ts
meeting on June 12th, 2018 with a staff
recommendation for approval.

This concludes my testimony.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, 1Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 1804607

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

title of the next bill.
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THE CLERK: Bill No. 180461, an
ordinance authorizing Wander Inn, Inc. to
install, own and maintain an open-air
sidewalk cafe at 2500 South 3rd Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19148, under certain
terms and conditions.

MR. TORRENCE: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of the
Streets and Services Committee. My name
Is St. Martin Torrence. |I"m the Director
of Legislative Affairs for the Department
of Streets. 1°m here to offer testimony
on Bill No. 180461.

This bill authorizes Wander
Inn, Inc. to Install, own and maintain an
open-air sidewalk cafe at 2500 South 3rd
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19148, under
certain terms and conditions.

My testimony is submitted for
the record. The Streets Department has
no objections to this encroachment.

Thank you for your time. This
concludes my testimony.

MS. CHIU: [I"m Sarah Chiu. I™m

Page 62

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Commitee on Streets and Services
June 4, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

6/4/18 - STREETS - BILL 180293, ETC.
here to testify on Bill No. 180461, which
was introduced by Councilmember Squilla
on May 10th, 2018.

Bill No. 180461 will grant
permission for a sidewalk cafe along the
building line of South 3rd Street and
along the south building line of Porter
Street. The cafe will encroach the
footway of South 3rd Street and Porter
Street for approximately 7 feet, leaving
7 and a half feet of clear and
unobstructed footway for pedestrians.
This encroachment i1s consistent with the
recommended walking zone width per
Complete Street policy.

The Planning Commission 1is
scheduled to consider this bill at its
meeting on June 12th, 2018 with a staff
recommendation for approval.

This concludes my testimony.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing

Page 63

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Commitee on Streets and Services
June 4, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

6/4/18 - STREETS - BILL 180293, ETC.
none, is anyone else here to testify on
Bill No. 1804617

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180562, an
ordinance authorizing Buccann to install,
own and maintain an open-air sidewalk
cafe at 7254 Castor Avenue, Philadelphia,
PA 19149, under certain terms and
conditions.

MR. TORRENCE: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of the
Streets and Services Committee. My name
Is St. Martin Torrence. |I"m the Director
of Legislative Affairs for the Department
of Streets. 1°m here to offer testimony
on Bill No. 180562, as amended.

This bill authorizes 7254
Castor Inc., doing business as Buccann,
to install, own and maintain an open-air
sidewalk cafe at 7254 Castor Avenue,

Philadelphia, PA 19149, under certain
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terms and conditions.

My testimony is submitted for
the record. The Streets Department has
no objections to this testimony -- I mean
to this bill.

This concludes my testimony.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: We don"t
object to the testimony either. Thank
you.

Please proceed.

MS. CHIU: 1I"m Sarah Chiu. [I™m
here to testify on Bill No. 180562, which
was i1ntroduced by Councilmember Parker on
May 24th, 2018.

Bill No. 180562 will grant
permission for a sidewalk cafe along the
building line of 7254 Castor Avenue. The
cafe will encroach into the footway of
Castor Avenue for approximately 5 feet,
leaving 10 feet of clear, unobstructed
footway for pedestrians. This
encroachment i1s consistent with the
recommended walking zone width per

Complete Street policy.
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The Planning Commission 1is
scheduled to consider this bill at its
meeting on June 12th, 2018 with a staff
recommendation for approval.

This concludes my testimony.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Are there any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, is anyone else here to testify on
Bill No. 180562, as amended?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180567, an
ordinance authorizing Plaza Garibaldi
Inc. D.B.A. Frida Cantina to install, own
and maintain an open-air sidewalk cafe at
1000 Wolf Street, Philadelphia, PA 19148,
under certain terms and conditions.

MR. TORRENCE: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of the

Streets and Services Committee. My name
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Is St. Martin Torrence. |I"m the Director
of Legislative Affairs for the Department
of Streets. 1°m here to offer testimony
on Bill No. 180567.

This bill authorizes Plaza
Garibaldr Inc. doing business as Frida
Cantina to install, own and maintain an
open-air sidewalk cafe at 1000 Wolf
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19148, under
certain terms and conditions.

My testimony is submitted for
the record. The Streets Department has
no objections to this encroachment.

Thank you for your time. This
concludes my testimony.

MS. CHIU: My name i1s Sarah
Chiu. 1"m here to testify on Bill No.
180567, which was introduced by
Councilmember Squilla on May 24th, 2018.

The Planning Commission has not
reviewed this proposal yet. This bill
will be considered at 1ts meeting on June
12th, 2018.

So this concludes my testimony.
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COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
for your testimony.

Any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
anyone, iIs anyone else here to testify on
Bill No. 1805677

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, thank you guys. Good job.

Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180429, an
ordinance amending Chapter 9-200 of The
Philadelphia Code, entitled "Commercial
Activities on Streets,'" to establish
licensing and other requirements
regarding the placement of bicycles and
other small vehicles 1n the public
right-of-way for the purpose of rental of
such vehicles; authorizing the adoption
of regulations In connection with such a
licensing program; and amending Chapter

12-800 of the Code, entitled "Bicycle
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Regulations and Penalties,'” to establish
parking and related rules for bicycles
and other small vehicles, including those
used in connection with such licenses;
all under certain terms and conditions.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Aaron, just state your name for
the record and proceed with testimony.

MR. RITZ: Sure thing. Good
afternoon. Thank you, Chairman Squilla
and members of the Committee for inviting
me to testify on Council Bill 180429. My
name 1s Aaron Ritz, Transportation
Programs Manager for the Managing
Director®s Office of Transportation and

Infrastructure Systems, also known as
oTIS. OTIS leads a portfolio of
departments, including the Streets
Transportation, Streets Sanitation, the
Sustainability Office, the Philadelphia
Water Department, to provide

cost-effective quality services with a
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focus on the resident. OTIS"s mission iIs
to move Philadelphia towards a
sustainable future that promotes the
quality of life for all residents and
visitors to Philadelphia. Our strategies
and policies support the inclusion of
equity across Philadelphia®s diverse and
vibrant communities. In my position at
oTIS, I"m the Program Manager for the
Indego bike share program of the City of
Philadelphia and I sit on several
national committees and boards related to
bike share.

The bike share i1ndustry has
dramatically changed since the City
launched 1ts Indego program in 2015. The
largest shift has been within the last 18
months 1n which venture capital firms
have i1nvested in dockless forms of bike
share, electric assist bike share, and
recently electric kick scooters. For the
purposes of clarity, 1 will be using the
term "dockless" to describe the variety

of products currently on the market.
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Key characteristics of these
dockless bikes, e-assist bikes, and
scooters include that they are checked
out through a smartphone app; that they
are not required to dock to a station and
can be rented or parked anywhere; most
dockless vehicles do not lock to fixed
objects; and companies are backed by
venture capital and do not require any
direct public funding to start, but do
still incur costs to the public through
monitoring and relocation of bikes or
other dockless products.

We believe that this new
technology and business model could
provide benefits to Philadelphia by
allowing more neighborhoods to gain
access to bike share and providing more
transportation options to residents and
visitors. However, examples from other
cities show that unless a dockless
program is effectively managed, the
program may become a significant nuisance

or safety risk.
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Philadelphia®s peer cities have
experienced a number of problems and
iIssues that this bill seeks to address.

I would refer you to the additional
packet of information provided as Exhibit
A. Examples of these issues include
dockless companies launching their
products in the public right-of-way
without consultation or permits from the
municipality; bikes or scooters blocking
sidewalks, handicap ramps or building
entrances; bicycles or scooters which are
damaged and unsafe and pose a risk to;
bicycles or scooters which are abandoned
by companies which have gone bankrupt or
have left markets.

Bill No. 180429 seeks to
clearly define the City"s role in
regulating dockless programs within the
City and to authorize the Department of
Streets to establish regulations, fees,
and standards which will allow the City
to capitalize on the positive benefits of

dockless while assuring that these

Page 72

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Commitee on Streets and Services
June 4, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

6/4/18 - STREETS - BILL 180293, ETC.
private companies are operating In a
safe, reliable, and an appropriate
manner. If this bill iIs not passed, the
Administration believes that 1t will not
have the appropriate regulatory tools to
manage dockless companies.

Thank you again for the
opportunity here today. In summary, oTIS
supports Bill No. 180429 and looks
forward to developing regulations that
will allow the City to achieve positive
benefits of these new mobility
technologies while minimizing the
negatives impacts for safety and order
within the right-of-way.

1"d be happy to answer any
questions that you have.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you,
Aaron. 1 just have a quick couple
questions.

As far as the regulations are,
are you currently working with the
dockless bike share companies to go over

what possible regulations could work,
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seeing the difficulties they had i1in other
municipalities?

MR. RITZ: That"s an excellent
question. We are currently working with
a number of groups, including members of
the dockless bike sharing industry. |1
have the privilege to sit on several
national boards and have been able to
visit cities where dockless bike share is
available. So we are working to develop
those regulations, currently mostly by
collecting information and will be
drafting the actual regulations pending
the passage of this legislation.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: And what
do you see as the timeline to have
regulations in place for the ability of
these companies to then enter into the
Philadelphia market?

MR. RITZ: 1 think that -- 1
don"t want to put a specific date on 1It,
because as we"ve seen recently, the
industry i1s changing extremely rapidly

with various announcements of mergers and
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acquisitions. For example, three months
ago we wouldn®t have even seen dockless
scooters existing. Those do exist now.

So with that said, 1 think that
over the course of the summer and with a
look towards the early fall or kind of
the returning -- the semester iIn which
students are returning to Philadelphia
would be a reasonable timeline to expect
regulations.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: I think
that"s great too, and 1 know like the
line included scooters into their model
now. So we do see a rapid change, so we
have to be prepared, and | think working
as this technology changes to be able
also to possibly look at our regulations
and possibly able to change them iIn the
future too as it needs to be.

But I want to thank you and
oTIS for all your work on this and
looking to be progressive in allowing
these new technologies into the City, but

understanding that regulations need to be
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in place so that we can manage our
right-of-ways in the proper way. So
thank you so much.

Are there any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, 1Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 1804297

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, thank you.

Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 180523, an
ordinance amending Chapter 10-500 of The
Philadelphia Code, entitled "Property -
Damaging, Defacing and Interfering With,"
to prohibit camping on property without
the owner®s permission, under certain
terms and conditions.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you

all for being here. You could
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self-select your order, whichever you"d
like to testify. Just state your name.
You start from my right to your left. |IFf
you want to just state your name for the
record and then proceed with your
testimony.

MS. WEINBAUM: Good afternoon.
My name i1s Laura Weinbaum and | am the
Vice President of Public Affairs and
Strategic Initiatives at Project HOME, a
non-profit organization that strives to
end homelessness and poverty in
Philadelphia. 1"m here today on behalf
of the Project HOME community to express
our concerns that Bill No. 180523 may
represent a shift from an approach that
has been successful, one that emphasizes
services and treatment, to a troubling
approach that could result in fining
extremely poor people.

We fundamentally support the
1dea that police will avoid
criminalization of homelessness, and that

may be what this bill i1s about. We are
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currently engaged 1In a private
partnership with the Center City District
and Philadelphia Police to determine the
right balance and learn new strategies
for working together. Our work with the
incomparable Inspector Altovise
Love-Craighead in Center City has been an
especially productive learning
partnership. In Kensington, Inspector
Ray Convery has implemented a Kensington
Homeless Detail for the Eastern Division
to work in collaboration with the City"s
Department of Behavioral Health, Office
of Homeless Services, Office of Addiction
Services, and Homeless Outreach. Our
experience at the Hub of Hope 1in
partnership with SEPTA Chief Thomas
Nestel and the City proves that people
will come i1n to seek housing and services
without any sort of punitive
interventions. We strongly believe that
these types of strong partnerships are
the key to ending and preventing

homelessness.
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The City, in collaboration with
partners and other providers, has made
great strides in ending homelessness and
we need to continue to focus on
solutions. During the recent OHS budget
hearings, we were pleased that City
Councillmembers called for increased
resources to address homelessness in a
systematic way that focuses on
low-barrier access to treatment, housing,
respite, and resources to end and prevent
homelessness.

Lawyers who have reviewed this
bill indicate that i1t neither creates nor
eliminates existing rights. Under the
City"s Sidewalk Behavior Ordinance,
police are required to contact Street
Outreach in non-emergency, non-criminal
situations involving people who are
homeless. While 1t is possible that a
non-criminal cudgel could help convince
people to move from private property, it
might just shift the problem to other

areas.
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A better approach would be to
invest i1n social service and housing
interventions to address the problem over
the long term. These i1ssues are complex
and require more time for substantial
dialogue among the stakeholders to come
up with solutions that are truly
effective, legally sound, humane, just,
and meet the dual needs of providing
needed services to vulnerable citizens
while enhancing the quality of life for
everyone In our neighborhoods and our
city.

Let"s avoid counterproductive
measures that take us iIn the wrong
direction. Let"s come together with
renewed commitment. Let"s explore the
current problems with honesty and
resolve. | urge City Council to take up
that challenge and prove once again that
Philadelphia 1s a great city where we
will collaborate to end and prevent
homelessness, because none of us are home

until all of us are home.
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COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please
proceed.

MS. RETZ: Good afternoon,
Philadelphia City Councilmembers. |
appreciate this opportunity to testify iIn
opposition to Bill No. 180523. My name
IS Meg Retz and 1"m an attorney at the
Homeless Advocacy Project, a
Philadelphia-based non-profit
organization that provides free legal
services to individuals and families
experiencing homelessness in
Philadelphia. HAP holds 125 legal
clinics annually at over 25 shelters,
soup kitchens, and transitional housing
sites located throughout the City. We
regularly represent clients who are
street homeless and, along with other
service providers, work to increase the
resources available to provide safe,
stable housing for those who need 1t.

HAP has serious concerns
regarding any bill that specifically

targets i1ndividuals experiencing
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homelessness with either criminal or
civil sanctions, especially when those
are aimed at -- those both aimed at
preventing them from doing
life-sustaining activities, including
sleeping in public. Across the country
laws that impose criminal sanctions and
monetary fines against people sleeping on
the streets have been repeatedly found
costly, i1neffective, and often
unconstitutional.

As I"m sure you know, research
shows that the best and most
cost-effective way to discourage
individuals from sleeping outside is to
provide housing and treatment
opportunities tailored to their unique
needs. Study after study concludes that
housing first programs are cheaper and
more effective than other strategies,
including the utilization of law
enforcement. A 2014 study by Creative
Housing Solutions found that providing

permanent supportive housing to
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chronically homeless individuals cost
Central Florida $21,000 per individual --
less per year per individual than
previously spent on law enforcement and
medical costs for each chronically
homeless person housed. The study
estimated that the program would save
Florida taxpayers 149 million over the
next decade.

This bill 1n particular is
particularly unnecessary and redundant
and 1t addresses behaviors already
prohibited under both criminal and civil
law. Fining people who do not have the
resources to meet their own most basic
needs such as shelter, food, and clothing
IS punitive, counterproductive, and
shortsighted.

HAP routinely meets with street
homeless individuals who have literally
no source of Income whatsoever. It iIs
unlikely that the people this bill 1is
aimed at would have the ability to pay

even a $20 fine. It may temporarily
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cause people to move from one location to
another, but would fail to result In any
permanent solution to the problem of
homelessness. The long-term results of
this bill would be an iIncrease in the
City"s administrative costs that yields
no real results.

The City of Philadelphia has
been a national leader iIn crafting
collaborative, creative solutions to
homelessness. This bill would be a step
backwards. City resources would be
better spent continuing to fund programs
that work to engage with people
experiencing homelessness, providing them
with treatment and housing options they
want and need. Arrests, citations, and
fines don"t end homelessness. Access to
treatment and safe, affordable housing
does.

Thank you for this opportunity
to speak with you today.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Please proceed.
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CAPTAIN HEALY: Thank you, sir.
Good afternoon, Councilman Squilla and
other members of the Committee on Streets
and Services. My name is Francis Healy
and 1"m here on behalf of Commissioner
Ross. First, on behalf of Commissioner
Ross, thank you for allowing the Police
Department to voice its opinion on this
matter.

No private owners in the City
of Philadelphia should endure unwanted or
uninvited individuals erecting tents or
camp sites on their private property,
with the damage and public health hazards
that such camps create. This should be
true whether the owner fences off such
property or whether 1t is easily
accessible or whether certain ingress and
egress easements have attached. This is
an 1nherent right of the property owner.

For this reason, the
Philadelphia Police Department fully
supports the passage of Bill No. 180523

prohibiting camping on private property.
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This bill allows the Police Department to
protect the rights of property owners
without criminalizing the offense by
authorizing the issuance of civil code
violations. We have come to learn
through the use of code violation notices
in lieu of criminal arrests allows
officers to still take the necessary
actions to maintain public safety and
order, but without the long-term negative
impacts of the offenders for such minor
offenses.

This concludes my testimony,
and 1°d be happy to answer any questions.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
all for testifying, and 1 just want to
say | really believe 1n and worked with
our current pilot programs that we have
today, both in Center City District and
in the Kensington area, of how well it
worked, and 1 think this bill sees what
has happened In some areas as far as
camping is concerned and know that to

allow people to live iIn those type of
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conditions and squalor with defecation
and urination, drug needles, active
crime, rape, human trafficking that goes
on when you have multiple tense living
conditions out there is just something
that the City cannot really work with.
The City took a great, 1 think, stance in
moving forward with great outreach for 30
days, engaging these individuals, trying
to get them help, working with
low-barrier housing and also with the
drug addiction treatment. It°"s so
important. We actually by doing these
programs, we reached over 120 individuals
to either respite spots, low-barrier
housing or treatment.

So I think knowing that part
but also understanding the rights of
private property owners to have somebody
live on their property or to pop a tent
on their property to say it"s okay and
knowing that we do have the resources
that 1t gives us an opportunity to engage

them again and also to be able to let
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them know you can®"t be on private
property. If they wanted to move to
another location, that would be up to
them, but then we can also engage them to
get them the help they need.

We know by not engaging these
folks and to allow them to grow Into an
area, i1t makes it more difficult for us
to actually get them the help they need,
because to constantly grow our
low-barrier housing is a challenge and
It"s a resource struggle, but we will do
it and we will continue to do that and
work with these folks.

So understanding your concerns
and understanding the concerns of the
individuals, | still think we will
continue to work together to make this
work and to be able to have the
opportunities to both help the people
that are struggling but also balance that
with the people who are private
homeowners and the people who have to

also deal with the struggles of other
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folks living on their private property.

So that"s just a comment. It"s
not a question. But 1°d like to
recognize Councilman Greenlee.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

I have to agree with Chairman
Squilla and the sponsor of this bill.
And 1 guess -- let me just say,

Ms. Weinbaum, 1 think we all have great
respect for what Project HOME has been
doing. I certainly was one of the people
who was pushing the Hub of Hope down in
the Suburban Station there. 1 think i1t
has been a tremendous success story.

I guess I don"t understand why
this bill would stop any of that from
continuing to happen. We can still
emphasize service and treatment, but we
also have to recognize, as the Chairrman
said, the rights of the property owners
to say, I don"t want somebody on my
property.

So 1 guess | don"t see where
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they contradict each other, to be
perfectly honest with you. | don"t know
1T you have any comment on that.

MS. RETZ: Sure. Well, I would
just argue that those rights are already
protected under current criminal and
civil law.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Well,
again, remember, this just gives us the
right just to give a ticket, which is
obviously better than arresting somebody,
I think. So this would only -- we don*"t
want to arrest people. So I think this
gives that option, as Captain Healy said.
So 1t seems to me to be a reasonable law,
but also not In any way taking away from
the tremendous work that groups like
yours do.

MS. WEINBAUM: 1 think our
perspective 1s more that 1t"s just not
necessary. As you just mentioned and as
Councilman Squilla mentioned, there are
already these spectacular pilots that are

really beginning. 1 would say a lot of
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these are very new and they"re just
beginning to bear fruit and just
beginning to really teach us what i1s and
iIsn"t an effective strategy. So maybe
It"s more a request that we hold off on
this for a little period of time. The
Center City pilot that we"re working on
Is so far only sort of forecast to go
until December. The Kensington pilot
also 1s obviously sort of time limited iIn
a way. So maybe we just have a period of
sort of analysis and review to say what
Is the appropriate pairing of policing
and services. But, again, it"s really
just -- the concern is that there"s a
sense that these are laws that are
targeting specifically people who are
experiencing homelessness and that that
i1Is what we feel like we really want to
stand up against. People are embracing
services at the Hub. People are
embracing the Prevention Points respites.
People are seeking new iInteresting

alternatives because a lot of what has
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happened to them previously hasn"t really
worked.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: And we
can keep doing that. It"s just that
this, 1 think, also protects the property
owners too.

MS. RETZ: If I can just add
one more thing. 1 also -- as | stated, |
think that there®s questions about the
effectiveness of tickets, right? So the
effectiveness of handing someone a ticket
and encouraging them to move on for
people who have no income to pay a $20
fine, I"m curious 1T the purpose is for
them to get a ticket and pay the fine or
iIT 1t"s symbolic, but it just seems like
the administrative costs of i1t would be
better spent on the services that are
already being provided providing them at
a greater level.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:

Understood. Thank you so much.

Any other questions?

(No response.)
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COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: 1Is there
anyone else here to testify on Bill No.
1805237

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Just for
the record, I want to state that we will
continue to work with our great homeless
advocates and what they mean to continue
support from the City, from the Police
Department, and from our great
non-profits to make our city a better
place. Thank you so much.

Mr. McMonagle, would you like
to read the title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: 1I1"m going to do all
of them together.

Bill No. 180512, an ordinance
revising parking regulations on Pine
Street between South Broad Street and
South Front Street; and

Bill No. 180513, an ordinance
revising parking regulations on Spruce
Street between South 22nd Street and 15th
Street; and
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Bill No. 180514, an ordinance
revising parking regulations on Spruce
Street between South Broad Street and
South 2nd Street; and

Bill No. 180516, an ordinance
revising parking regulations on Pine
Street between South Broad Street and
South 22nd Street.

First up we"ll have Kelley
Yemen.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Sean, you
want to read a couple more folks to come
up and then we can start with testimony.

THE CLERK: 1711 have Kelley go
first and then 1 will bring the panel.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Okay.
Thank you.

MS. YEMEN: Good morning,
Chairman Squilla and other members of the
Committee of Streets and Services. I™m
Kelley Yemen, Director of Complete

Streets 1n the Office of Transportation

Page 94

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Commitee on Streets and Services
June 4, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

6/4/18 - STREETS - BILL 180293, ETC.
and Infrastructure Systems. The Office
of Transportation and Infrastructure
Systems supports Bills No. 180512,
180513, 180514, and 180516, which amend
parking regulations on Pine and Spruce
Streets and relocates parking from the
left side of each street to the right
side of each street. We have worked
closely with our partners in the Streets
Department and Philadelphia Parking
Authority on the Spruce and Pine repaving
and safety project. The purpose of the
project is to improve safety for drivers,
bikers, and pedestrians who use Spruce
and Pine Streets from Front to 22nd
Street to travel.

These bills will enable the
City to build upon existing repaving
projects this fall and move parking from
the left side of the street to the right
side of each street. This would in turn
move bicycle lanes on Pine and Spruce
from the right side to the left side,

which will improve sight lines for
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left-turning vehicles. This project will
improve the visibility of people
bicycling as well as better manage
potential conflict points on Spruce and
Pine. In addition, the project will
include upgraded intersection treatments
with new safety improvements at each of
the 44 intersections on the corridor from
Front to 22nd Street along both streets.

The project improvements will
follow Vision Zero safety improvement
model of evaluating opportunities for
systemwide safety Improvements as part of
City repaving projects.

We have worked with Councilmen
Johnson and Squilla and civic groups 1in
Center City along Spruce and Pine to host
numerous community outreach events that
reached over 400 community stakeholders
who live, work, and travel along Spruce
and Pine. These bills will enable the
project to go forward as planned iIn 2018.

We respectfully request that
the City Council pass these bills, and
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I*m happy to respond to questions.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Thank
you. Thank you very much. So I guess
the bottom line i1s the feeling iIs that
there®s more of a blind spot on the right
side than there i1s the left side? Is
that basically what i1t comes down to?

MS. YEMEN: That"s basically
what 1t comes down to.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Okay. 1
got you.

Any other questions?

Councilman Oh.

COUNCILMAN OH: So just for my
information, 1f you could let me know.
So 1T you move the bicycle lane from the
right to the left, 1 understand that
you"re kind of addressing the blind side
on the right, but In terms of uniformity
and continuity expectation, are there --
there®s other bike lanes typically on the
right and now this one i1s going to be iIn
the left, which 1s fine. It just takes

people to get acclimated the fact that
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some streets have a right bike lane, some
streets have a left bike lane. Is that
what"s happening?

MS. YEMEN: As a general
policy, oTIS is moving bike lanes from
the right to the left side on one-way
streets. We"ve done so on, for example,
Walnut Street in West Philadelphia and
10th 1n Center City, and this is a
continuing ongoing process where we"ll
look at streets when they"re up for
repaving to move them from the right to
the left when they"re one-way streets for
the safety reasons and to avoid bus
conflicts.

COUNCILMAN OH: Because
buses --

MS. YEMEN: Because buses pull
over on the right.

COUNCILMAN OH: -- pull 1n to
the right and make a right turn.

MS. YEMEN: So we don"t want
people -- bikes and passengers, bikes and

buses conflicting. So If we move them to
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the left-hand side, we both have better
visibility for drivers and out of their
blind spot, smaller blind spots with
especially large vehicles, as well as
avoiding any bus-bike conflicts. So it
will become a standard within
Philadelphia, and we"ve really seen that
In peer cities with strong one-way
networks throughout the East Coast.

COUNCILMAN OH: Is there
evidence that you"re using that the left
lane 1s better than the right lane?

MS. YEMEN: A lot of i1t is
based on blind spots and best practices
we"ve learned from our peer cities,
especially New York, which has seen a
decrease in crashes since they"ve
installed a full network of left side
bike lanes.

COUNCILMAN OH: Okay. Thank
you.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you,
Kelley, for your testimony. And I know

you had done some outreach with some of
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the communities, and as this moves
forward as we learn from this, obviously
the main impact and the main concern was
to try to help with safety conditions,
right? We know that the Pine and Spruce
already has the bike lane on there so
that traffic was slower, and the left
bike lane, as you stated earlier,
believing with the blind spot would help
reduce possible intersection crashes.

As we see from other
municipalities, do you think this is
something that a lot of different
locations will start to implement as we
move forward?

MS. YEMEN: As far as other
cities?

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Other
cities.

MS. YEMEN: We really noticed
especially cities that have strong
one-way networks of streets. So when we
look at peer cities, especially like New

York that is similar to us iIn having a
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lot of one-way streets throughout the
entire city, that all of their bike lanes
are on the left side. They"ve moved to a
complete left side network on one-way
streets, and they"ve seen a large
reduction i1n crashes, whether 1t"s a
standard bike lane or a protected bike
lane or anything in between.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Because
some of the questions we received from
our civic associations was since 1t seems
to be not all over and fairly new, is
that 1t"s hard to come up with the data
to justify the move. So as we move
forward and implement this, 1 know In the
City a lot of our newer lanes are on the
left-hand side. Have we seen just In our
small sample model, have we seen less
Issues and, | guess, iIncidents with the
left lanes than the right lanes in our
city?

MS. YEMEN: We"ve seen very
good performance on those. Some of them

are not -- 10th Street is very
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comparable, and we haven®t had the crash
problems that we"ve had recently on Pine
and Spruce and 13th that are right side
bike lanes. Some like Walnut Street 1iIn
West Philadelphia are very different
character, so | would be hesitant to make
a direct comparison between a two-lane
road that i1s very fast comparatively to a
slower moving Pine and Spruce as far as
crash rates.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Okay.
Thank you very much, and thank you for
your work on this.

Are there any other questions
to Kelley?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Kelley, 1f
you don"t mind, If you can just hang
around for a little bit.

Councillman Oh.

COUNCILMAN OH: I™"m sorry. 1
do have a question. 1"m just curious. |
don"t really know maybe as much as like

the evidence that you have.
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So right now the cars park on
the left side. The bicycles -- and then
you"re going to move the cars to park on
the right side, and then the driver exit,
typically the driver®s side, right, iInto
oncoming traffic, does that create a
problem?

MS. YEMEN: No. 1| mean, i1t is
the standard side for parking on any
two-way street and for many streets
within Center City. We kind of have a
mix of left side and right side parking.
We"ve done a comparison of crash rates
and we"ve actually seen slightly lower
crash rates on parking that happens on
the right side rather than the left side.
So we"ve dug Into that data.

COUNCILMAN OH: And you"ve
already testified this Is based on
evidence that you"ve looked at as opposed
to the fact that since most of the bike
lanes are on the right, that"s where the
accidents would be, but you®ve looked at

evidence that where the bike lane i1s on
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the left, there"s been a decrease iIn
overall Injuries, accidents, and other
things?

MS. YEMEN: Yes.

COUNCILMAN OH: Okay. Thank
you.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Are there any other questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, would like to read
the next group of testifiers.

THE CLERK: Our first panel
coming will be Albert Meinster, Oren
Eisenberg, and Regan Kladstrup. |
apologize 1Tt I messed your name up.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Before we
go, I just wanted to say there has been a
bunch of written testimony.

Please come up and get
yourselves seated.

There has been written
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testimony submitted for the record from
Ann Mayer, Jeffrey Jacobs, Susan
Ferrence, Mark Grant, Susan Pincus,
Randal Baron, Wash West Civic
Association, and Center City One. Some
of them will be testifying here also, but
we do also have that written testimony
that"s submitted for the record.

IT you™d like, please be
seated, and we can start. Albert, 1T you
want to start. Read your name for the
record and then proceed with your
testimony.

MR. MEINSTER: Thank you,
Councilman Squilla and other members of
the Committee. My name i1s Albert
Meinster. 1"m a Society Hill resident, a
member of the Society Hill Civic
Association and also a block coordinator
there, as well as having spent my boyhood
there and having been a long-term
property owner.

All that said, I™m here 1In

support of the bike lane switch, and 1
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would also like to advise you that any
communication you"ve received from the
Society Hill Civic Association®s Complete
Street Committee should be looked at
very, very carefully, and I want to tell
you why.

The meetings held by that
committee were not publicized. 1 had no
opportunity to attend. The residents had
no opportunity to offer public comment.
There was no opportunity to do that. Yet
they went right ahead with their
proposal. By the way, their proposal was
to delay the switch, but certainly in my
view, that proposal i1s really an attempt
to see that the switch never occurs.

I would also like to say that
I*m unaware that there were any
bicyclists on the so-called Complete
Streets Committee that issued the
proposal that asked you to delay the
implementation of the switch.

Now, having attended the Civic

Association®s board meeting some time ago
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when the proposal offered by the
so-called Complete Streets Committee was
presented, of the 22 members there of the
board of the Civic Association, of the
22, only 12 supported it. Ten did not.
That®"s very marginal support, very
marginal support indeed.

The Association may offer a
petition signed by community residents.

I would urge you to look very carefully
at that. While 1t contends that there"s
a good percentage of community residents
urging you to delay the switch, you must
bear 1n mind and I urge you to look at
the wording of the petition. It was very
brased and directed toward having the
signatures say delay.

An army of 50 went out, an army
of 50 block coordinators, and according
to my arithmetic, each coordinator was
able to come up with about four, four
signatures. And, by the way, as a block
coordinator and one who is known to the

committee as a bicycling advocate, | was
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not in attendance at those committees.
They somehow failed to invite me.

So 1 say to you, Councilman,
please do not delay the switch. The
Society Hill Civic Association i1s the
only one of the three Center City
organizations that have asked you to
delay 1t. Washington Square West says
implement 1t. Center City Residents says
implement it.

I want to thank you. 1 want to
thank you for listening to me, and while
I may have been the first speaker, 1 hope
that my words resonate and they"re
remembered when 1t comes to making a
decision.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Please proceed. State your
name first and then proceed.

MR. EISENBERG: My name i1s Oren
Eisenberg.

Councilmembers and my fellow
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Philadelphians, 1 am here today to voice
my support for the Spruce and Pine
Streets repaving and safety project. |
am an active member of the Center City
community who know these lanes well as a
cyclist, pedestrian, and driver. | rely
on these bike lanes to commute from my
home 1n Fishtown to my office in Center
City and as a safe thoroughfare to other
parts of the City.

The Spruce and Pine bike lanes
are critical iInfrastructure that save
lives, calm traffic, and make our city
more accessible to more people. This
long overdue basic maintenance, along
with proposed safety enhancements, are
Iimportant steps forward to making our
streets safer by putting cyclists iIn
positions of greater visibility to
motorists, reducing the likelithood of
deadly right-hook collision scenarios,
better securing intersections where
crashes are known to occur, and improving

walking conditions for pedestrians.

Page 109

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Commitee on Streets and Services
June 4, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

6/4/18 - STREETS - BILL 180293, ETC.

The methods i1n this plan before
you have been proven safe, effective, and
cost efficient in both study and
execution In cities across the country.
The Spruce and Pine Streets repaving and
safety project even offers other benefits
beyond safety, such as a net gain in
street parking.

For all of these reasons and
more, 1 urge you to vote in favor of
these measures.

Anecdotally, 1 also was i1n a
near right-hook collision just yesterday.
And so these incidents are very real and
happen to cyclists frequently.

However, these plans do not go
far enough to make our streets safe. |1
also ask you to approach this project
with a firm commitment to long-term
continuous safety i1mprovements along
Spruce and Pine Streets, a first step
towards implementing more necessary
safety measures in the future.

For despite Spruce and Pine
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being two of the most heavily trafficked
thoroughfares for cyclists, numbering up
to a thousand riders per day in several
studies, Spruce and Pine Streets remain
perilous to travel even after these
projects are completed due to the lack of
adequate infrastructure and the
prevailing car-dominant culture that the
City of Philadelphia enables.

The Spruce and Pine Streets
repaving and safety project i1s designed
to address dangerous road conditions that
occur primarily at intersections.
According to oTIS, this i1s where the
available data shows the majority of
crashes take place.

However, reported crashes are
just one limited measure. As many
cyclists can tell you, the data grossly
underreports the number of safety
incidents that take place in the middle
of streets, mostly due to motor vehicles
entering or parking in the designated

bike lane.
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On any given morning traveling
into work, 1 counter at least four
vehicles parked iIn the Spruce bike lane,
creating unsafe conditions that force me
into the way of motor vehicles. | have
several times been threatened by
aggressive drivers, endured countless
near misses with motor vehicles, and have
twice been hit In low-speed crashes
because drivers carelessly veered into
unprotected bike lanes. These incidents
were not reported to the police because 1
was okay, and | am fortunate that 1 have
not endured worse.

Clearly, thin lines of paint
are not enough to thwart distracted
drivers or dissuade illegally parked
vehicles that are not penalized due to
lack of enforcement. For that, we need
protected measures added to our lanes.
But to get there, safety advocates are
told that more data i1Is necessary. Body
counts are evidently not enough.

The current plan does not call
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for any further study of Spruce and Pine
Streets upon completion of the iInitial
project. This iIs a serious mistake that
puts the onus of pushing for more safety
back onto the community rather than the
department actually responsible for it,
oTIS.

(Applause.)

MR. EISENBERG: 1 ask that
along with your vote in favor of this
plan, that City Council hold oTIS
accountable to perform further study on
Spruce and Pine Streets that evaluates
the effectiveness of the new measures
using pre and post implementation data;
captures the additional data to quantify
the remaining safety i1ssues for cyclists,
including such so-called near misses that
will continue to plague Spruce and Pine
Streets after the project®s completion;
and, three, set a plan for further safety
improvements on Spruce and Pine.

Our lives are not lesser than

motorists®™ convenience. We bike. We
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vote.

Thank you for your commitment
to improving the safety and quality of
our shared streets, and thank you for
your time.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

MR. LEON: Good afternoon.
Stuart Leon here, Zachary Leon here.
We"re bicycle crash lawyers. We work
only for bicycle crash victims.

We"re here today in support of
the proposed changes, and today
represented here are three victims of the
right hook, the right turns that we seek
to avoid.

In the span of three months,
from September through December just
past, three bicycle commuters got run
over and crushed by large delivery trucks
within four blocks of each other on the
Spruce/Pine bike lanes. We work for
these victims. Regan Kladstrup is one of

these victims. This IS no near miss.
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She did get hit and run over. She"ll
tell you what happened. This is the Kkind
of crash that we"re looking to avoid that
the proposed changes will address.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Please state your name for the
record and then proceed.

MS. KLADSTRUP: My name is
Regan Kladstrup.

In September 2017, in broad
daylight, 1 was riding in the Spruce
Street bike lane to work at the
University of Pennsylvania. While
stopped for a red light at the curbside,
a large delivery truck drove into the
bike lane, cutting the corner to turn
onto Broad Street. The driver hit me,
ran over my foot, crushed, mangled, and
tore the skin off and broke most of the
bones in my foot.

I"ve been through 11 surgeries,
and surgeons have miraculously saved my
foot from amputation, although 1 have

lost two toes. 1%ve been 1In and out of
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work, and I"m still not out of the woods.
But 1 still have my foot, and 1 feel
lucky. |1 have a strong support group
helping me through this, and my goal is
to return to my life as 1t was before
being run over.

I believe that clearly marked,
protected bike lanes will protect bikers
and pedestrians from these crashes. We
have a city full of delivery trucks,
distracted drivers, and bike lanes well
traveled by bikers. Had the lane been on
the driver®s side where 1 could have been
seen, | certainly would have been less at
risk. Had the lane been protected, |
don®t think I or anyone else would be
testifying before you today.

(Applause.)

MS. KLADSTRUP: Well-marked
bike lanes work, and they work for
everyone - drivers, pedestrians, and
bikers. A well-marked, protected bike
lane keeps cars in the street and bikers

in their own lane. Pedestrians know

Page 116

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Commitee on Streets and Services
June 4, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

6/4/18 - STREETS - BILL 180293, ETC.
where to expect both.

I realize that protected lanes
decrease the amount of space for
vehicles. As a frequent driver on
Philadelphia®s streets, | understand. |1
have lived the frustration of too many
cars In too little space. But better
bike lanes would encourage people to get
out of their cars and onto their bikes
and help to decrease traffic in the City.
There are plenty of people who are too
scared to ride a bike In this city.
Hopefully 1 have not become one of them.

I have been In cities where
bike lanes work. They can work in
Philadelphia too. And so | ask on my own
behalf and on behalf of other bikers who
have been i1njured, even killed on
Philadelphia streets, that the City
support these initiatives to Improve
biker safety on its streets and prevent
future accidents, needless accidents,
from happening.

(Applause.)

Page 117

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Commitee on Streets and Services
June 4, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

6/4/18 - STREETS - BILL 180293, ETC.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
all. Thank you for your testimony.

Are there any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, we"d like to call the next panel
up. Cat Walshak, Ron Ashworth, Nick
Rogers, and Rick Spitzborg.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: We could
start on the right, my right, your left
iIT you™d like to proceed. Just state
your name for the record and then start
your testimony.

MR. ZUWIALA-ROGERS: Sure. My
name 1s Nick Zuwiala-Rogers and 1"m here
representing Clean Air Council.

Thanks for the opportunity to
present testimony on behalf of Clean Air
Council today. [I™"m the Transportation
Program Director at the Council, and my
work i1ncludes promoting sustainable modes

of transportation like public transit,
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walking, and cycling.

Clean Air Council i1s one of the
Philadelphia region®s oldest
environmental organizations. We serve
thousands of members in the City,
including lots along the Spruce and Pine
corridor, and we have a mission to
protect everyone®s right to breathe clean
air.

The Council supports the
proposed project on Spruce and Pine and
the associated bills -- | won"t read all
of them -- and the associated bills to
change parking along these roads, and we
believe i1t will help improve air quality
in Philadelphia.

According to the United States
Energy and Information Administration,
the transportation sector has produced
more carbon pollution than any other
sector since 1979. The EIA has cited the
country®s overreliance on
single-occupancy vehicle travel and a

failure to prioritize non-driving modes
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of transportation as having a profound
impact on this result. Philadelphia
needs to do better at prioritizing other
modes of transportation, like walking,
public transit, and bicycling, and this
project offers an opportunity to do that.

Due to the congestion that this
City Council has noted recently, Center
City actually has some of the worst
localized air quality in the entire City.
Therefore, iIncreasing the number of
people getting around without using a car
should be a priority for this Council.
Increasing the safety and comfort of
cyclists and pedestrians is the only way
to make that mode shift happen.

Protected bike lanes are a
proven solution at making roads safer and
getting more people comfortable biking,
thereby i1ncreasing mode share away from
congestion-creating automobiles downtown.
A Federal Highway Administration study
found that 96 percent of cyclists feel

safer riding in a protected bike lane,

Page 120

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Commitee on Streets and Services
June 4, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

6/4/18 - STREETS - BILL 180293, ETC.
and safety for cyclists and vehicles
improved i1n nearly every aspect where
either flex posts or parking protected
bike lanes were installed. A physical
separation reduces traffic speeds, calms
intersections by reducing the turning
radius and forcing slower speeds, and
creates a shorter crossing distance for
pedestrians. | understand that"s not
what"s proposed today, but I should be
clear that physically protected bike
lanes are ultimately what Clean Air
Council supports.

While this project does not go
as far as creating the protected bike
lanes that should eventually be installed
on these roads, the protections at
intersections and the move from right to
left side of the street offer key
incremental changes that will make road
users safer on Pine and Spruce Streets.
Importantly, the protected intersections
that are a part of this project would

help to prevent crashes like the two last
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year that ended fatally for one person
and with nearly the same result for
another. The move to the left side of
the road will decrease the space that a
cyclist i1s In a vehicle"s blind spot,
especially for trucks which are so
deadly.

These two roads are the main
arterials across Center City for cyclists
and two of the most used bike lanes iIn
the City. The current design is frankly
way behind the times and way behind where
a city like Philadelphia needs to be with
iIts infrastructure. These safety
Improvements are not just needed, they
are long overdue, and Clean Air Council
strongly urges you to support the
proposed bills in front of you today.

Thank you for the opportunity
to speak with you this afternoon, and I-°d
be happy to take any questions now or
discuss any of these matters with you
outside the meeting.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
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Please proceed. Just state
your name for the record and then start
with your testimony.

MR. ASHWORTH: My name is Ron
Ashworth. I just wanted to say hi, Mark,
Streets Committee, and Michele. Again,
my name is Ron Ashworth. 1"m a Committee
person and JOE of District 39/32. 1 help
with regular social bike rides and a few
annual large social bike rides. | am a
cycling advocate. 1 have been living and
riding in Philly since 1985. The Bike
Coalition has been fighting for safer
streets long before me, and 1 have been a
member on and off since then.

With that said, streets were
just as unsafe then for cyclists as they
are today. There"s more of us. |
remember fighting for the Kelly Drive
path. It was built as a bike path.
Before 1t was used very little and
considered unsafe, fighting for lights
and safety on what is now Martin Luther

King Drive.
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The only reason those projects

moved forward is because of a
high-profile surgeon was brutally hit and
dragged to his death one evening. The
driver was never discovered. Before
that, riders were being jumped and
mugged, robbed and their bikes stolen.
The City did nothing until the surgeon
was killed. Lights went up and stayed
maintained. Kelly Drive moved forward,
and West River Drive, Martin Luther King
today, began being closed on weekends
during warm weather. Look at how that
environment has grown. Look at all of
the treasures that were rediscovered.
The SRT, built as a bike path, 1t 1s now
a park. During most days, a bike can"t
even negotiate 1t. What"s the
connection? Why does i1t take avoidable
deaths for the City to take action that
could have prevented those deaths iIn the
first place? Programs already in the
works, but no movement. 1 would still

like an answer to the photo op of paving
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the bike lane on the beginning of Spruce
Street after Emily Fredericks was killed.
It was only done for two blocks and then
abandoned, once the photographers were
gone. There are countless cyclists being
hit and maimed on a regular basis, but
that goes with no action.

On a personal note, | get hit,
side-swiped on a regular basis, as well
as many friends. Many times it iIs by
accident. A few times it IS on purpose.
One such incident happened very recently,
on May 5th. 1 was riding on the side of
Broad Street below Oregon. A driver
swerved 1n front of me attempting to hit
me as he was overtaking me on Broad just
because 1 was in the lane to the right.

I rode him down to call him on 1t, and he
raised his fist In a threatening manner.
I did respond the same way. He -- I™m
not going to say what 1 was going to say
here, but he reacted himself and began
coming out of his van iIn a threatening

nature. He hid his arm behind his back,
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acting as 1Tt he had a weapon. |1 asked my
wife to take a pic of the car tags and
call the police. He ranted that he was
the driver and 1 had no business iIn his
lane.

He did calm down and asked to
apologize after a while, but still does
not get that he was in the wrong and
dangerous. It took two hours and an
e-mail blast to get an officer to
respond. This is what we cyclists deal
with on an everyday basis.

The officer did not write a
citation for reckless or endangerment
driving. He said there was nothing he
could do, even though the driver admitted
to trying to hit me.

Are the streets safe for my
wife and daughter? 1 think not with
these types of experiences. 1 could give
many more instances where cars have hit
my friends. A few can no longer ride
because of their Injuries. Many like

myself still do.
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I have many stories about
driver ignorance when 1t comes to having
hit me. It will not change until
authority creates safe iInfrastructure and
laws built for cyclists.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Please proceed. Just state
your name for the record and then proceed
with your testimony.

MR. SPITZBORG: Good afternoon,
Councilman Squilla and members of the
Committee on Streets and Services. My
name i1s Rick Spitzborg. 1I"m the
President of the Washington Square West
Civic Association. For those of you who
may not be familiar with our association,
our boundaries are from 7th Street to
Broad, from Chestnut to South, so that
the blocks on the corridor of Pine and
Spruce from 7th to Broad are iIn
Washington Square West, our jurisdiction.

I want to thank you for the

opportunity to comment on the bills and
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the ordinances for revised parking
regulations on those streets. The Civic
has been engaged i1n discussions on this
topic for almost two years now, and those
discussions sort of culminated at our May
8th, 2018 meeting when the Washington
Square West Civic Association board gave
conditional support to the proposed
Spruce and Pine Street repaving project.
During these past three weeks,

our concerns have been allayed. The
Office of Transportation and
Infrastructure Systems has affirmatively
reached out to the board®"s request --
they affirmatively responded to the
board®s request regarding outreach to our
community, and the Philadelphia Parking
Authority has made a commitment to
implement the complementary sidewalk
enhancements that we have requested 1iIn
conjunction with the vehicular lane
changes. So now the Washington Square
West Civic Association fully supports the

bills before this committee.
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Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Are there any questions for
this panel?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, thank you for your testimony.

Mr. McMonagle, please read the
next panel, the names of the next panel.

THE CLERK: The next panel will
please be Rosanne Loesch, Rick Ketterer,
and Paul Boni, please.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
You guys could self-select. Just state
your name when you start and then proceed
with your testimony.

MS. LOESCH: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of the
Committee. My name i1s Rosanne Loesch and
I*"m the President of Society Hill Civic

Association. With me to my left are Rick
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Ketterer and to my right Paul Boni, both
of whom are with our Civic Association.
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

Our Association boundaries are
from the river to 8th Street and from
Walnut Street to Lombard. So the two
corridors of Spruce and Pine are within
our RCO boundaries.

There 1s broad consensus 1In
Society Hill to advance the goal of
Complete Streets. We want our streets
and sidewalks to be safe, comfortable,
and convenient for all users -
pedestrians, bicyclists, public transit
users, and motorists. The Society Hill
Civic Association supports this goal.

You are considering bills to
relocate the bike lanes on Spruce and
Pine Streets. Regrettably, for reasons
we have discussed with Councilman Squilla
and that I will further describe here,
our Civic Association cannot support the
proposed legislation.

Some background. We have been
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working on safety issues for several
years. Indeed, In the months leading up
to February 2018; we retained an expert
transportation engineering firm, Howard
Stein Hudson, to conduct an independent
safety study of Spruce and Pine Streets
in our neighborhood. Howard Stein Hudson
collected vehicle, pedestrian, and bike
counts and examined historical PennDOT
crash data. We learned that speeds 1In
our neighborhood are slow and that
crashes, based on historical data, are
seldom and not severe. This is
consistent with the City"s Vision Zero
program, which found that neither Spruce
nor Pine warranted inclusion on the High
Injury Network. Nevertheless, to further
improve safety, Howard Stein Hudson
generated 13 safety improvement measures
for our neighborhood. Howard Stein
Hudson®s recommendations did not include
the i1dea of moving bike lanes to the left
side of Spruce and Pine.

It 1s somewhat surprising that
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the City"s Office of Transportation and
Infrastructure Systems® proposal focuses
almost entirely on the observation that
trucks and other large vehicles have a
bigger blind spot on the right-hand side.
While this observation is valid and
relevant, there i1s no published guidance
indicating that this factor alone
jJustifies putting bike lanes on the
left-hand side. It i1s simply not a
sufficient basis for determining that
safety will be improved. Motorists do
not expect bike lanes to be on the left,
and unfamiliarity breeds risk. For this
reason, left side bike lanes are
recommended only when certain conditions
are present.

To determine whether left side
bike lanes are appropriate, it is
critical to understand intersection
conflicts, particularly between vehicles
and bikes. This means gathering and
analyzing turning movement counts for

bikes and vehicles. OTIS has declined to
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collect these data. Yet this information
can be readily collected. The Delaware
River Waterfront Corporation Is using
state-of-the-art technology to collect
turning moving counts in our neighborhood
near Christopher Columbus Boulevard, a
study that from beginning to end will
take less than a month. Why not do the
same on Spruce and Pine?

In sum, we have one request of
you. Before approving the proposed
legislation, insist that oTIS collect
turning movement counts for each
intersection of Spruce and Pine for cars,
trucks, and bicyclists and that the
results of this work be made available
for public review.

With the goal of 1mproving
safety on Spruce and Pine, we thank you
for considering our request, and we are
happy to answer any questions you might
have.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

I*m sorry. There"ll be some
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questions. We"ll let all three testify
and then there"ll be some questions.

MS. LOESCH: 1I"m sorry, Mark,
Councilman Squilla. That i1s our
testimony, and we"re ready for questions.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Councilman
Oh.

COUNCILMAN OH: According to my
quick research, which might not be very
good because | just did 1t, in 2016 there
were 172 pedestrian fatalities in
Pennsylvania, 172; 4,218 pedestrian
injuries; motorcycles, 192 fatalities,
3,321 injuries; bicycles, 16 fatalities
and 1,298 injuries. And then I believe
automobiles, 808 fatalities. A total of
129,395 crashes.

So In terms of what you are
asking of oTIS, you"re saying that that"s
currently being done on Delaware River;
IS that correct?

MR. BONI: That"s correct.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: State your

name, Paul.
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MR. BONI: My name is Paul
Boni, B-O-N-1, and I"m with the Society
Hill Civic Association.

That"s correct. Delaware River
Waterfront Corporation is, | believe,
this month going to be collecting turning
moving counts at four intersections very
near Christopher Columbus Boulevard in
our neighborhood to better understand how
the traffic i1s flowing and where the cars
are turning. We believe -- Councilman,
It"s not just we believe. It"s all of
the guidance and research that we"ve
asked oTIS to give us and that they have
and they"ve given 1t to us, the guidance
and research says that the collection of
turning movement counts and the
understanding of where both cars are
turning and bicycles are turning, how
many are turning left and how many are
turning right, are critical to
understanding whether or not moving a
bike lane from one side to the other will

help or hurt safety.
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There 1s -- there are pros and
cons to making this change. One of the
pros is the blind spot i1ssue, but there
are also cons. And what we"ve been
asking 1s for oTIS to acknowledge the
cons and to collect data so that a
balance and a weigh-in can be made to
demonstrate that the pros outweigh the
cons, and the technology exists and 1t
can be done quickly.

COUNCILMAN OH: Okay. Do you
know of cons i1n a factual way, a data way
as opposed --

MR. BONI: Yes.

COUNCILMAN OH: What are the
cons?

MR. BONI: So the cons are
there®s -- the main con according to the
literature that we"ve reviewed that oTIS
has provided us, the main con i1s that
iIt"s unfamiliar, not just to cyclists but
to motorists, to everybody, and that
unfamiliarity in this business isn"t a

good thing. But there are a number of
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criteria that i1f those criteria exist,
then 1t"s warranted to move the bike lane
to the left-hand side, which i1s -- It"s
the unusual position to have 1t in the
left-hand side.

And so the question is, do
those criteria exist on Spruce and Pine,
and to understand that, data needs to be
collected and then you can determine if
those criteria exist or not. One of them
Is the predominant or significant -- 1s
the predominant turning to the right. So
let"s say you have bicyclists and cars
going up Spruce Street, right, from
Delaware River to the Schuylkill River.

COUNCILMAN OH: Typically
there®"s like a one-way street going to
the right, a one-way street going to the
left.

MR. BONI: That"s right. But
are there -- for the people that are
turning off Spruce, are more people
turning right or more people turning

left. For iInstance, are more people
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turning right off of Spruce because
that®"s where the business district is,
because that"s where Rittenhouse Square
IS, because that"s where a lot of things
are, and are more cars making right-hand
turns for those same reasons. When
you"re coming down Pine Street, are more
people taking rights or lefts.

Now, we don"t know the answer
to these questions. 1 think maybe we all
have our thoughts, our hunches about
which way things go, but we don®"t know
without the collection of the data, and
the guidance says to not make this change
lightly, to do a rigorous study, an
evaluation of this, because 1T we get i1t
wrong, we may end up on this issue alone
making things less safe.

I would tell you from what
we"re gathering is that the entirety of
what"s being proposed i1s probably going
to make things a lot safer, because right
now the lanes are not even visible. So

that"s a big problem. So the fact that
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they"re going to be repainted i1s going to
be huge. The fact that -- and this is
something suggested, recommended in our
study, the fact that the bike lanes are
going to continue through the
intersection sort of like i1n piano key
fashion, that"s going to be huge. That"s
going to -- so we think that there's
going to be a big improvement because of
this project. Now, will we be taking
three steps forward and one step back
because of the fTlipping of the lane? Or
in fact will that flipping of the lane
make 1t four steps forward? We don"t
know. But that"s why we"re suggesting
that data be collected.

We can"t understand why oTIS 1is
so reticent, reluctant to collect
additional data when that"s what almost
all the research says.

COUNCILMAN OH: I do understand
what you"re saying. You"re saying that
iIfT 1t turns out that on one of these two

streets there®s more left turn to one-way
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streets going left than there are right,
i1t might be more damaging.

MR. BONI: 1I*1l give you an
example. 1711 give you an example. So
right now 1f you"re riding a bicycle on
the right-hand side and you®re taking a
left-hand turn, you"re going to be
crossing over some lanes. Not i1deal.

But of course i1f we switch the bike lanes
and now you"re on the left-hand side
bicycling and you"re taking a right, you
have the same situation. You"re going to
have to be crossing some lanes.

So on that particular issue, if
an equal number of people today or these
days are making rights and lefts, then
iIt"s a wash on that particular issue, but
iIT there"s a significant number of people
who are turning right, then you"re going
to be causing more conflicts, because now
the predominant -- let"s say i1t"s 70
percent. 1°m just picking a number out
of the air. |If 70 percent of the people

are taking rights, now you®re putting 70
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percent of the people In the left side of
the street who are going to have to
navigate across to take a right. It"s
just a number. You could pick any number
and plug 1t In. Obviously if a small
minority of the bicyclists are taking
right, then the opposite would apply.

And then of course you have to
look at not just the bicyclists but the
cars, because we"re talking about
conflict situations. There"s more data
that can be gathered. We"re boiling i1t
down to the essence, which is turning
movement counts, which seems to be the
highest order of data that would shed
light on this.

COUNCILMAN OH: Off the topic,
It jJust reminds that across the Grays
Ferry Bridge, I never noticed this and I
traveled there for years. There®s a bike
lane, and for some reason the bike lane
crosses right in front of the oncoming
traffic Iinto -- and I"m not sure how that

ever got there, but apparently i1t someone
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i1s following the bike lane, they cross
right in front of oncoming traffic, and I
just noted that I should probably tell
someone to probably do something about
that bike lane.

MR. BONI: Well, that"s a
problem.

COUNCILMAN OH: Grays Ferry 1is
in District 2. Like right in front of
the cars.

MR. BONI: That"s certainly a
problem, and all the research says try to
keep 1t straight and not sort of cross
over from one side to the other.

I want to just mention that
we"ve been asking for turning movement
counts, turning movement counts, turning
movement counts, and part of our problem
Is that we"ve asked oTIS -- we"ve met
with oTIS four times now In very
extensive meetings, and they finally gave
us the output of a model for some turning
movement counts. We asked for the actual

data that was plugged into the model. We
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never got the actual data. We asked for
who collected the data, when It was
collected, how it was collected. We
never got answers to any of that.

The output of the model is to
us nonsensical. It just doesn”"t make
sense. And so we"ve had a series of
these types of instances where we"ve
asked -- where we hear a claim, we ask
for the backup, we have to fight tooth
and nail to get the backup, we finally
get the backup and it doesn®"t quite say
what the claim -- doesn®"t quite support
the claim that was made. And that"s why
we"re happy that there"s a process and
that City Council 1s involved, and we"ve
been asking questions and we hope you
folks ask questions also.

COUNCILMAN OH: Thank you very
much.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

And obviously we had a lot of
conversations also and talked and talked

and came up with 1deas, and I do want to
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say that 1 think the study that the
organization, Society Hill organization,
has implemented has been a very helpful
study, looking at these different
scenarios and how to make them better,
and I actually think some of them were
implemented into the oTIS plan from your
study.

So 1t"s not that people aren”t
listening and maybe you®"re not getting
all the information that you require at
this time to make a satisfactory
decision, but knowing that we will
continue to work with the civic
associations along this route as this
moves forward or as your concerns become
more evident and we will see how to
progress and how to process this and
other i1ssues within not only Society Hill
but citywide.

Do you see additional requests
that"s from the community to the City as
this moves forward or it doesn"t move

forward?
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MR. BONI: 1 think we just say
we are pleased with the report that our
expert gave us. Our expert recommended
13 safety improvements that could be made
to Spruce and Pine. You“re right, some
of them are now included i1n the proposal
before you, and there are apparently --
1t"s always good to calm traffic even
more, and there are ways to do that with,
let"s say, elevated intersections or
elevated crosswalks or curb extensions or
signalization instead of just red, green,
and yellow, to have a bicycle signal that
gives bicyclists a dedicated time period
to move 1n, and we would -- we"ve asked
oTIS to work with us on some of those
recommendations to see 1T maybe there"s
something they can do in Society Hill to
get our speeds even lower. We"re pretty
good, but we wouldn®t mind having one of
those things -- having one of those
measures, those additional safety
measures, In our neighborhood to -- maybe

it would be a model that other
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neighborhoods could use.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Okay.
Thank you very much. Thank you.

Any other questions?

(No response.)

MS. LOESCH: Thank you,
Councilman Squilla, and thank you to the
Committee.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
very much.

I1"d like to read the next
panel. Carlos Acosta, Steven Getzow, and
John Poole. |If you®"re still here, please
come to the table.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: And
there®s three remaining panels of names
that we have. If we can try to keep it
to three minutes, 1t would be great.

Are you the only one that"s
here? Maybe we could add more people.
How about we include also Dr. Sunlight

Little, Isabel Melvin, Sarah Clark
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Stuart.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:z I™m sorry.
I know people have been waiting a long
time, so maybe they had to leave. But if
you want to start with your testimony,
and we could then -- state your name for
the record and then we"ll move on.

MR. POOLE: Hi. My name is
John Poole and I"m a resident and
taxpayer in Philadelphia, also a
commuter, bicycle commuter. |1 commute
every day from Pennsport up to
Rittenhouse for work.

I believe that we need fTully
protected bike lanes, not only for safety
but also there are many individuals who
can"t afford vehicles and also have
trouble affording public transportation,
and this i1s an issue of social mobility
and everything for them and the
opportunities to get to their jobs.

1"ve been involved 1In two
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incidents on the Spruce/Pine bike lanes,
one in which a cab driver got mad at me
and tried to knock me off my bike with
his door. Luckily he wasn®"t going that
fast. And then another one where 1 was
actually -- an Uber driver pulled over in
front of me and the passenger got out and
knocked my bike out from under me and I
had to jump over my bike.

I just wanted to say that these
types of crashes, 1T it hadn"t been
someone experienced like me, 1f 1t had
been an elderly person or, you know, a
younger person who wasn®"t as experienced,
i1t might have not turned out as well, and
that"s happened a couple times this year.
And I"m just respectfully asking the
Council and everyone like how many more
of these deaths do we need to have before
we put automobiles In a park-protected
bike lane iIn between the bikers and the
cars to protect them? Yes, | guess this
year maybe there was only three, but is

that acceptable 1T they could have been
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protected by the protected bike lanes?
So 1 would hope that you ask yourself
that question. How many more do we need?

We"re all bikers. Obviously a
lot of us don"t have a lot of money. We
do have money to commission studies to
say and keep asking for more studies and
keep more delays to get the result that
we want. Obviously only one of the four
civic associations is asking for a delay
as well.

So I just wanted to get up and
talk about my experience and just ask you
to remember the people who passed away
and what we can do to help them. | mean,
to me logic says putting automobiles in
between. I1f the automobiles are moving
slower, they"re not as likely to crash
into a parked car and knock that into a
biker. 1 mean, i1t"s just logic to put
that 1n between as a barrier, and the
cost 1s very minimal, and 1t adds parking
for the drivers. It seems like a win to

me i1n every situation.
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COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Sarah, you
could just state your name for the record
and then proceed.

MS. STUART: Sure. My name 1s
Sarah Clark Stuart. | am Executive
Director of the Bicycle Coalition of
Greater Philadelphia, which represents
over 2,400 members and works on behalf of
all the bicyclists who make over 100,000
trips, bicycle trips, daily iIn
Philadelphia. Thank you for the
opportunity for me to testify today in
favor of the four bills that you are
considering.

As has been said previously,
the Spruce and Pine bike lanes are
amongst the most heavily used In the City
and the region and nearly a thousand
people use them on a daily basis. When
they opened 1n 2009, they were considered
state-of-the-art designs and were easily

welcomed as a much-needed bicycle
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facility to span Center City from river
to river, and they are a critical
component of the City"s bicycle network.
But nearly ten years later, they are in a
much degraded condition and they are not
working well, as indicated by the recent
crashes that took Emily Fredericks®™ life
and severely injured Regan Kladstrup, who
spoke to you earlier this afternoon, and
Becca Reddford as recently as December.
It 1s Imperative that these two bike
lanes be upgraded so that they better
protect bicyclists who use them every
day. And doing nothing to these bike
lanes but simply repaving them and
replacing them is completely and totally
unacceptable, and we cannot delay 1iIn
taking action to upgrade these bike lanes
as soon as possible.

(Applause.)

MS. STUART: I would like to
take a moment to introduce Laura and
Richard Fredericks who are sitting in the

audience and have been here all afternoon
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very patiently. They are the parents --

(Applause.)

MS. STUART: They are the
parents of Emily Fredericks. She was a
pastry chef who worked in Center City and
was just 24 years old when she was killed
while riding her bicycle to work on
November 29th, 2017 at the iIntersection
of 11th and Spruce Streets. A private
sanitation truck struck her when it
turned right into 11th Street, and at
this time, no charges have been filed
against that driver.

Since that crash, members of
Philadelphia®s bicycling community have
reacted overwhelmingly, organizing
human-protected bike lanes, a vigil,
memorial rides, and other advocacy in
Emily"s honor, and they are right behind
me today here before you to say please do
something 1tmmediately to protect and
upgrade these bike lanes.

We believe there"s a very

strong case for left side bike lanes as
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being the correct thing to do for Spruce
and Pine, and we very much support what
oTIS and the City of Philadelphia are
proposing to do.

Number one, angle crashes are
the most prevalent type of crash of
bicycle crash on Spruce and Pine. We got
the data from the Delaware Valley
Regional Planning Commission, and 61
percent of the bicycle crashes over the
past five years have been angle crashes.
That means cars and trucks turning into
the bicyclist as they turn. And we think
that 1t 1s most definitely the kinds of
crashes when a vehicle is turning right
and fail to yield to the bicyclist who is
in their lane properly. And left hand
bike lanes reduce these kinds of right
hand angle crashes.

Drivers have much larger blind
spots on the right side, as been said
previously. And in particular —-- 1 just
want to put this out -- truck right turn

mirror-related crashes are four times
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more common on the right than on the
left. And, lastly, as said before, left
side bike lanes reduce conflict with
buses.

I do want to point out that has
not been said previously i1s that
Philadelphia has 11 different left side
bike lanes. This i1s not new to
Philadelphia. This is not unfamiliar.
This 1s something that we live with today
all over Philadelphia. 1t"s not going to
be that big a surprise for motorists and
for bicyclists 1T they are done on Spruce
and Pine.

And 1°d also like to point out
that 13 different cities across the
country use left side bike lanes. This
IS not -- we"re not on the -- this i1s not
something that the City i1s doing before
everyone else. This is something that
has been done, proven and been done as a
best practice In other cities.

We also are very, very

supportive of -- we think that the most
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positive aspect of the plan that the City
IS proposing is to protect the left side
intersections by maintaining a dedicated
space for people on bikes and for people
in vehicles with paint and delineator
posts. These protected intersections are
something that we called for immediately
after Emily was killed, and we applaud
the City for including this design
treatment in the plan, and we think the
combination of the left side bike lane
plus these protected intersections 1is
really going to make these two streets
much safer for bicyclists and pedestrians
and motorists all together.

In closing, the Bicycle

Coalition does support these four bills
and we support the plan that the Office
of Transportation and Infrastructure has
presented. We think that they have done
an outstanding job doing outreach to the
three civic associations, the
neighborhoods. We heartily support the

protected intersections with green paint
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and delineator posts, and we also want to
encourage both Council and the City to
consider two additional steps that we
think will make this a more successful
project. And one is to limit loading and
unloading only to non-peak hours so that
there®"s a stronger chance that when the
lanes are being used most heavily during
peak hours, that they would be clear of
standing or parked cars.

And, lastly, we urge the City
and PPA to convert the parking meter
polls that are going to be vacated by
converting them into bike racks by
placing rings on them.

So for the sake of Emily"s
memory and for all those who have been
injured In these lanes, we urge you to
please pass these bills today out for a
full vote and not delay taking action to
better protect Spruce and Pine bike
lanes.

Thank you.

(Applause.)
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COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: First of
all, Sarah, 1°d like to thank you for
your advocacy and always being there for
the people that you represent, which 1s
really important, and also to being the
ears and the eyes and the offices of
Councilmembers along the way. So I give
you a lot of credit for that, and keep up
the great work.

Councilman Taubenberger.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:

Mr. Chairman, thank you.

And thank both of you for
coming here and, Ms. Stuart, really thank
you for your countless hours of advocacy
for this and trying to make Philadelphia
very safe for bikes. It"s something
that"s important to me. 1 see i1t, and
It"s appreciated.

But let me ask you this
question: What i1s the safest bike city
In America, iIn the United States? Who
would you say? With laws, not because

iIt"s small and they never had an
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accident, but those larger cities or a
large city that has gone out of their way
to ensure through legislation safety.

MS. STUART: Well, I think the
cities that have probably the strongest
policies and laws are probably New York
City, San Francisco, Seattle, Portland,
Oregon, 1 think, and Minneapolis
definitely are all on that list. So they
have taken many steps to protect
bicyclists but also just protect overall
increased traffic safety so that anyone
who 1s trying to get around in any
different way i1s safer for it.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: Thank
you very much.

Mr. Chairman, thank you.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Thank you for your testimony.

MS. STUART: You"re very
welcome. I think we have one more
speaker who has made 1t.

MR. LEON: And this is Becca
Reddford, the third right turn truck
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crash crush victim. And these are
relatively low speed crashes --

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Just state
your name.

MR. LEON: I apologize. Stuart
Leon. 1"m a lawyer. 1 do represent
Becca, but this is one of the low speed
right turn truck crush victims, and she"s
going to tell you how this has affected
her.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

State your name for the record
and continue.

MS. REDDFORD: Becca Reddford.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please
proceed.

MS. REDDFORD: Hi,
Councilpeople. My name 1s Becca
Reddford. 1"m here because 1 was crushed
by a truck riding my bike in the bike
lane on 13th and Pine Streets. Six
months ago, around 9:00 in the morning, |
was cut off by a negligent driver behind

the wheel of a large box truck, thrown
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off my bike and subsequently ran over.
My hips, foot, ribs were completely
shattered. One minute of Impact meant
seven months of relearning how to walk.
I lost my job, my ability to walk up the
stairs into my own apartment.

I was on my way to becoming
lead designer at my day job doing web
design, but seven months out of the game
meant that title went to someone else.
Above all, 1 felt robbed of my
independence and an entire year out of my
young 20-something colorful life in the
City.

But I"m not here to harp on the
hard things. A whole lot of blessings
came out of last year. 1"m just here to
say that it didn"t need to happen. It
doesn®"t have to happen. A bike lane i1s
there to provide real safety to real
cyclists, not just a false sense of
security. And if a small swap in
positioning and a new paint job can keep

drivers from claiming someone else"s
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limbs, i1ndependence, life, I am all for
it. 1t would be silly not to.

IT you®ve seen the news at all
recently, you know 1 was one of the lucky
ones. 1 think about Emily, Pablo, and
Julian every single day. 1"m still not
sure why 1 survived and they didn"t, but
even though I"m nervous as anything
coming up in front of you today, 1 know I
have a duty to make sure that we don"t
add one more name to the list of bicycle
casualties In Philadelphia.

So that"s why I"m here: To
demand safer bike lanes on Spruce and
Pine for bicyclists 1in Philly, for me,
for you and, most importantly, for
everyone who isn"t alive to be here
today.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
for your testimony.

MR. LEON: One final word.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: State your
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name again.

MR. LEON: Stuart Leon in
support of this swap.

Pablo Avendano®s brother,
Brian, 1s here, another victim who was
claimed only three weeks ago, a bicyclist
who died at 10th and Spring Garden.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
Thank you for being here to support.

Mr. McMonagle, please read the
names of the next panel.

THE CLERK: Panel No. 6, Julie
Hancher, Ronald Blum, and Carl Myers,
please. | apologize if 1 butchered your
name .

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please
state your name for the record and
proceed with your testimony.

MS. HANCHER: I1"m Julie Hancher
like the Jolly Rancher. Should 1
proceed?

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Yes.
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MS. HANCHER: Perfect.

Thanks. Good afternoon. My
name i1s Julie Hancher and I"m Co-Founder
of Green Philly, an organization that
helps Philadelphians live a more
sustainable lifestyle through a blog and
events. Thank you for the opportunity to
speak today.

I*"m here to testify on behalf
of the bills that you"re all talking
about, 180512 through 180516 but, more
importantly, 1 am here on behalf of those
who bike 1n Philadelphia and why this
change 1s wise.

Three years ago my car was
totaled while I was parked on 6th Street
in Queen Village, one block from my
house. Luckily 1 wasn"t In the car, but
I had to make a choice whether | had to
buy another car and drive to the job that
I hated or whether 1 could start a
business that 1°ve been dreaming on
working on for six years. So | chose to

bike, get rid of my car, and commute to
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work every day.

As you can see, | care deeply
about creating a more sustainable and
livable Philadelphia. Going car-free
helped me create a business, commute to
work, and travel to social events.
Getting rid of that financial burden of
owning a car allowed me to create a small
business, support other local businesses
and the local economy.

My bike bill is a whopping $200
a year instead of $500 a month I used to
spend on a car. As you can see, the bike
has not only been just something that I
use to get to work, but 1t"s been a key
to my independence. But i1t hasn"t always
been easy. Biking in Philadelphia needs
to be safer. In November, 1 rode my bike
past an accident at Spruce and 11th
Streets. The biker had been killed at an
intersection that | use every day to get
to my office.

Although 1 did not personally
know Emily Fredericks, 1 felt the tragedy

Page 164

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Commitee on Streets and Services
June 4, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

6/4/18 - STREETS - BILL 180293, ETC.
personally. 1t"s a reminder that the
person killed could have been my friend,
my brother or me or any biker here.

Bike infrastructure isn"t an
iIssue of convenience. It"s an issue of
safety and livelihood while biking and
for those who 1 love. [1"ve had many cars
aggressively honk their horns, speed past
me, drivers yell profanities and cut me
off. While I"m biking in the bike lanes,
I notice many drivers texting and not
using turn signals before getting in the
lane in front of me. Tiny changes to
protect bikers aren®"t meant to be an
inconvenience to drivers but to protect
lives.

I*m asking City Council here
today to consider protected bike lanes on
as many streets as possible, especially
Spruce and Pine. Also | do support
flipping the bike lanes from the right to
the left, protecting intersections to
make safer turns, add additional bike

parking, and change no parking signs so
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no stopping.

IT Philadelphia truly wants to
be the forward-thinking, Vision Zero city
that we have heard other City leadership
proudly claim, we need to start taking
actions and stop talking about it.

Thank you for your time and
allowing me to share my experience today.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please
state your name for the record and
proceed.

MR. BLUM: My name is Ron Blum
and 1"m the President of the Washington
Court Condos Association, and I fully
support the use of bicycles which relieve
the streets of cars and pollution.

That having been said, 1 do
think the bikers should adhere to
guidelines at least as stringent as those
imposed on car drivers, with perhaps even
stronger penalties should they not, since

they aren"t protected by airbags and
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other safety features like cars.

A point that often escapes
bikers i1s the fact that the majority of
drivers, especially older ones who are
unable to drive bikes, are primarily
concerned that someone will get injured.
Bikers often do not obey any rules of the
road. As someone said at a recent
meeting, bikers are allowed to use any
lane while they do 1t and 1t 1Is dangerous
for everyone involved. They weave in and
out of traffic and (unintelligible) which
can be terrifying when undertaking a
turn. 1 have multiple scrapes on my car
from bikers gouging 1t with handlebars
and pedals. No one has been the least
bit repentant. Quite the contrary. |IT
one has to stop abruptly or change lanes,
there 1s often a sound thump on the trunk
from an i1rate biker whose ride has been
interrupted, and 1t is hair-raising since
you aren"t sure that there"s going to be
a crumbled body when you look up.

But specific to our block on
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Pine between 8th and 9th, Washington
Court Condo Association occupies the
space from 800 to 808, with the parking
for entrance at 808. There are 24
homeowners, some with more than one car,
and there 1s iIn and out traffic at all
times of day and night. There is no
other entrance or exit from our complex.
There"s a heavy historically preserved
rail and a tree blocking visibility of
traffic traveling west-east. In order to
exit the Court, one must drive past the
drive lane to safely exit. All but small
vehicles will invariably merge into a
bike lane 1n the position on the north
side of the street. |In order to have
proper visibility, three car lengths
should be marked no parking at any time
from the beginning of our entrance west
towards 9th Street.

There i1s currently a sign
indicating that bicycles will be turning.
It 1s just east of the drive. To think
that the bike lane moved to the north

Page 168

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Commitee on Streets and Services
June 4, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

6/4/18 - STREETS - BILL 180293, ETC.
side of the street this distance will be
shortened 1s a fallacy. The arc will be
greater.

No parked cars should be
permitted from the eastern side of our
entrance to the corner, period. Buses
are constantly coming down the street,
and we experience heavy traffic many
times of the day. Any car in that area
will cause blockage for both bikers and
cars, disrupting vehicle traffic, bike,
and car and to pedestrians, who should
also be considered.

We are also told that the
traffic at 8th Street does not warrant
consideration. Large 12 and 17 buses
turn or go through that area every 20
minutes at peak times.

There are several medical
practices at the western end of our block
which receive deliveries and drop off
disabled and elderly patients all day
long. There 1s a disabled person in our

complex who requires pickup and drop-off
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in front of her home at 808 Pine as well.
Accomodation of these factors has to be
made .

I"m told that our area has
fewer bike-related accidents than most
areas, which begs the question of why
these changes are being made. 1°d also
like to know how one makes a claim when a
biker damages a car. 1 have numerous
scratches and dents from bikers hitting
mine.

I do appreciate your efforts on
our behalf, and 1f these parking issues
can be resolved and the safety of
pedestrians and car drivers resolved, |
support the bill.

Thank you.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please
proceed.

MR. MYERS: [I"m Carl Myers.
Councilman and Committee, thank you. |
live at 1326 Spruce Street and I bike on
Spruce and Pine.

I reviewed the supporting data
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documents that oTIS provided and strongly
agree that repaving and re-striping and
the intersection treatments will help
safety. However, | don"t see safety data
that would strongly support the proposed
change In the bike lane. Protected bike
lanes? Yeah, that would be great.
Significantly improve safety. But things
that | learned from the supporting data
documents are that the change iIn lane
would reduce but not eliminate blind
spots on the right turns. There®s a
smaller blind spot on the left, but
there®s still a blind spot. And quoting
the Federal Highway Association, which
again was i1n the supporting data
documents, less than 19 bike lanes. On
one-way streets, bicycle lanes should be
installed on the right-hand side unless
conflicts can be greatly reduced and also
should be considered on the left when
there are frequent bus or trolley stops,
unusually high numbers of right turning

vehicles, et cetera. But there are
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actually very few bus stops on Spruce and
Pine west of 8th Street. There are none
in the bike route that I take. And there
are not large trucks of the type that was
cited i1n the supporting documents that
we"ve heard about, smaller panel trucks,
garbage trucks, et cetera.

So my bike route i1s down Spruce
Street to the Schuylkill Trail at the
start of the day and back on Pine at the
end of the day. When 1 come home, 1 turn
left on 13th and left on Spruce to get
home. On Pine Street | cross over to the
left side of the street into the
left-turn lane, crossing traffic to do
that. And 1 think that 1T bike lanes are
shifted to the left side of the street,
most bicyclists also will cross to the
right lane before making a right-hand
turn at the intersection. The options
are either to cross an active traffic

lane in the intersection while making a
turn or to cross the active traffic lane

in advance of the iIntersection.
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Also I drive a car about once a
week, and I"m not -- 1"m concerned about
opening the driver®s side door into
traffic, which on Spruce Street where I
live 1s sometimes pretty active.

So 1n summary, I"m opposed to
shifting the bike lanes as part of the
Spruce-Pine repaving and safety project
because 1 don"t see evidence that that
change will improve safety.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
very much for your testimony, and we
appreciate -- 1 do want to add that oTIS
and Complete Streets will continue to
work with the condo associations there to
take 1Into consideration their residents
and the people that need to get i1In and
out of that building. And 1 know they
have met with them a couple times and
will continue to meet with them during
this process and hopefully can work
everything out. Again, we"ll see how as
this progresses how 1t moves forward.

Our goal and the City I think goal of
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oTIS and Complete Streets i1s to try to
make the streets safer for everyone, all
three, pedestrians, bicyclists, and
motorists, and one accident, one fatality
Is too many, and 1 think we need to do
the best we can to look at all aspects of
that and hopefully make a decision to
move forward that will make 1t safer for
all. So thank you.

One guestion.

MR. BLUM: Will they be
informed of the location of the revised
parking spots and have a chance to
discuss that before they"re finalized?

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Yes, you
will, and oTIS will be reaching out to
them, to you to make sure that happens.

MR. BLUM: Thank you.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
very much. Thank you for your testimony.

Mr. McMonagle, would you please
read the last panel.

THE CLERK: Ylanah Sloane, Amy

Cherowitz, and Pamela Bona, please.
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(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Okay.

This 1s the last panel and then we"ll end
the hearing. Thank you, everybody, for
bearing with us, and thank you all for
coming to testify and be a part of this
process.

We can proceed with to my right
or to your left. |If you just want to
state your name for the record and then
proceed with your testimony.

MS. SLOANE: My name is Ylanah
Sloane, and I want to wish a good
afternoon, almost good evening to
Chairman Squilla and members of the
Streets and Services Committee.

My home i1s iIn Center City One
at 1326 Spruce Street and between Juniper
and Broad Streets, and before I go
further, 1 want to mention that being
here for the whole afternoon, 1 have
heard enormous support from the

bike-riding community, but as a person
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with a disability, | find myself to be a
minority of one and with my neighbor,
Diana, a minority of two, and 1 feel that
before any changes are made to the
location and change of the bike lanes,
some outreach needs to be done to the
disabled community to see what our needs
are, but I°11 do my best to endeavor to
explain what my concerns are and Diana®s
are In particular.

So Diana Brash, who 1s a friend
and neighbor, has lived 1n my buirlding
for over 20 years, and 1°ve lived there
for over 14 years. In addition to having
worked at Associated Services for the
Blind for over 30 years, Diana is herself
blind and lost one leg due to being run
over by a truck.

I am visually impaired. 1 see
through pinhole openings in the scar
tissue of my lenses due to surgery for
congenital cataracts. |1 speak for other
visually challenged and elderly people,

including those with strokes who had also
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suffered the consequences of the proposed
bike lane change from the right to the
left side of Spruce Street. These are
people In my building and in other
condominiums and rental buildings on the
south side of the street, but my
building, Center City One, is the largest
building on either side of the street,
the largest residential condominium
building with hundreds of residents. So
our concerns should be considered.

Would the change of parking
lanes occur, 1t would not be possible to
catch a cab, an Uber or even a
paratransit van, because stopping iIn
front of our building would be
impossible. We would then be dependent
on the owners of the rental buildings
across the street to apply for parking
places 1n front of their buildings. So
we would have no i1dea of where we would
be picked up should a bike lane change
occur.

Even assuming that adequate
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parking spaces are made available, we
would be left with the hazardous options
of crossing Spruce Street without a
street light on Juniper or walking to
Broad Street and crossing there.

Crossing Spruce Street at Juniper poses
risky problems. Without a street light,
those of us with visual Impairments who
lack distance vision, which is me, would
have to pass through the bike lane in
order to visualize oncoming vehicle
traffic. This strategy puts us at risk
for being hit by a bike, which can also
be fatal.

Our only other option would be
to walk to Broad and Spruce Street and
also to cross at great risk. Traffic
there i1s hazardous, especially because of
unpredictable left-hand turns by cars and
bikes, and In the winter, the snow on the
pavement and especially the snow In the
streets makes crossing Impossible for us.
So for periods of the winter we would be

homebound. How would my friend Diana or
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any of our disabled or elderly residents
be expected to cross the bike and traffic
lanes to catch taxies, Ubers, and Lyfts
or paratransit vans to work or to get to
doctor visits i1In wintery weather?

Finally, i1if the bike lane were
to be changed, the drop-off ambulance
access to the emergency room at
Pennsylvania Hospital down the street
should be everyone®s concern. Expecting
ambulance drivers who are dropping off
injured patients to safely cross the bike
lane as they maneuver parking i1s not safe
and would undoubtedly result in
fatalities to bicyclists. For this
reason alone, the current bike lane
should remain in place.

Finally, 1 want to say that
even 1T you"re not disabled now, few
adults reach old age without suffering
from some disabilities. So if you decide
against our needs now, ultimately you act
against your own. Please act in favor of

those of us who are the most vulnerable
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by leaving the current bike lane in place
on Spruce Street.

Thank you for your attention,
and 1 will try to answer any questions
you have.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
Thank you for your testimony. We"ll wait
until everybody is done and then we*ll
ask any questions or comments.

State your name and then
proceed.

MS. CHEROWITZ: My name i1s Amy
Cherowitz. Thank you for giving me this
opportunity to speak In support of the
Spruce-Pine Street safety improvements.

I have lived in Philly for over
a decade, but only started biking two
years ago. For years 1 was too scared to
even attempt to bike iIn the City, but the
last two years have been transformative.
I live in Washington West and 1 work part
time as a bike courier. Biking 1s also
my main form of transportation. 1 do not

have a car. |1 haven®"t for over ten
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years. | also have a back i1ssue that
makes walking more than a few blocks very
difficult and painful.

Having access to safe biking
infrastructure i1s of the utmost
importance to me, not just for myself but
for every person who rides a bike or
wants to ride a bike and says to me every
day 1 just don"t feel safe. Every day I
hear a person say that, and i1t actually
hurts me. Biking has improved my life in
every single way imaginable.

There are aspects of this
process that are frustrating. The
constantly going to community to weigh in
on serious questions of safety over and
over 1s disheartening. The studies and
data are clear, protected bike lanes save
lives. Convenience should never delay or
stop improving safety for all people.

This 1s a great first step, but
I am still a bit dismayed why we aren®t
making 1t protected. The benefits go
well beyond just the people who bike.
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Safer biking means more bikers, means
less cars, means quieter streets and
safer streets and less pollution.

Lastly, I want to express why
these 1mprovements are so Important to me
personally. | bike every single day.
Every single day I know 1 am taking a
risk. 1 accept that risk.

I attended the dedication of
Emily"s ghost bike. 1 saw her family
there.

Sorry.

I saw her mother. 1t became
painfully clear that 1 am not taking this
risk alone. My family, my mother takes
that risk too. | don"t ever see giving
up biking, and they don®"t want me to.
They know the risk.

So sorry.

But I am relying on you to
continue to take the steps we know work,
we know save lives, so many parents and
other parents do not have to come to

Philadelphia to their own child"s ghost
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bike dedication.

There were just a couple of
other things, being the last person
speaking, that I did want to address. |
agree with Councilmen Squilla and Oh. It
iIs incredibly frustrating to have some
bike lanes on the left and some on the
right. That 1s absolutely. They are
better on the left. We know that. That
IS best practices that works, and
consistency would be great, and the City
has the ability to do that, 1T we stopped
throwing this back to meeting after
meeting after meeting, more data, more
data, more data. It"s there. We know
it, and this city has the ability to make
that happen. We could have consistency
in all of our bike lanes within months 1f
we just did 1t.

We"re building for the
future --

(Applause.)

MS. CHEROWITZ: We"re building

for our future bike lanes too and our
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future traffic. Knowing exactly how many
on Tuesdays how many people make right
turns here or left turns there iIs great.
It"s probably incredibly useful to some
people making these decisions. |1
absolutely understand that. But this is
to build a better infrastructure. So
while we"re building because there"s not
a lot of people making right turns right
here right now, when we have an uptick iIn
bikers and a drop in drivers, there®s
going to be more people. So we need to
build for the future, not just, well, we
only have a handful of bikers doing here
and we have a low -- we want a higher
biking -- we want better biking
infrastructure for higher biking.

And there i1s one more thing.
Somebody mentioned that there i1s only two
options when a cyclist who i1s i1n a bike
lane has to make a turn when they reach
an intersection where they have to turn
away from their bike lane. That"s not

true. There i1s a third turn. A lot of
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cyclists utilize this, and i1t can
actually be integrated into the markings
in the intersection called a box turn.
Example of that would be i1t the left-hand
lane, bike lane, was installed on Pine
Street and 1 wanted to make a right onto
10th Street, | would go to the
intersection and then I would just get iIn
line with the people on 10th Street
waiting to cross Pine. | would still
cross with the light. It would cause no
conflict. And I do that all the time all
over the City when there®s traffic. The
only time I make a turn that 1 would have
to cross other lanes i1s if there®s no
traffic, which is rare.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
Thank you for your testimony.

We do have one more person.

(Applause.)

MS. BONA: Hi. My name 1is
Pamela Bona. 1°"m also a Center City One
condominium resident. One of our

residents who wanted to speak couldn®t
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stay, so | offered to read his statement.
I"m reading for Mark Grant.

I"m a relatively new resident
of Center City One and have loved living
here 1n Washington Square West. However,
I was quite distressed when 1 heard that
it was planned to switch the bike lane
from the left to the right side of the
street on Spruce Street and Pine Street.
Here are the reasons for my opposition:

It 1s claimed that moving the
bike lanes from the right side of the
street to the left side of the street
will protect bikers from drivers making
right turns because of the blind spot.

It has been my experience from 50 years
of driving that there i1s a blind spot on
the left of the vehicle as well as on the
right. Therefore, left turns are just as
dangerous as right turns in terms of
biker safety. |Is there any empirical
evidence proving that left turns are any
safer for bikers?

I was surprised to see that my
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new car has a camera on the right side of
the car. Whenever 1 make a right turn,
the screen on the console displays the
right side of the car to see 1f It iIs
clear to make the right turn. 1 am
certain that one of the reasons for this
feature 1s to help see potential bikers
traveling on the right when making a
right turn. Note that there i1s no camera
on the left side of the car. Therefore,
keeping the bike lane on the right side
of the street would be more safe as more
and more cars become equipped with a
camera on the right side of the car.

Moving the bike lanes from the

right side of the street to the left side
will potentially cause more accidents
because i1t i1s unnatural and
counterintuitive. We iIn America have
been accustomed to traveling on the right
side not only when we drive but also when
we walk and when we bike. Yes, there are
exceptions, but i1t"s human nature to

yield to the right. On streets where
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there are no bike lanes, bikers typically
stay to the right of the traffic as
opposed to the left because it"s natural
and intuitive.

I frequently travel north on
11th Street below Bainbridge where i1t 1is
a two-way street. Northbound there i1s a
bike lane to the right of the traffic.
Southbound there®s no special bike lane,
but the bikers normally yield to the
right of the cars because i1t 1s natural
and intuitive. With this configuration
on 11th Street, there i1s no choice but to
make right turns with bikers traveling to
the right of the traffic. The point 1iIs
that drivers when making a right turn are
accustomed to bikers potentially riding
on the right side of the car. Suddenly
changing this on certain one-way streets
would potentially cause more accidents
because i1t i1s unnatural and
counterintuitive.

Moving the parking to the right

side of the street will be super
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dangerous for drivers getting out of
their car amidst oncoming traffic, busy
traffic on Spruce and Pine Streets. The
potential of getting hit by a car from
oncoming busy traffic 1s perhaps even
more likely than bikers getting Into an
accident from drivers making a right
turn -- a left or right turn.

I would just insert that one of
our other residents wrote that it"s
taking -- 1t takes a long time for a
large or an older person who is driving
to get out of the driver®s seat. And so
opening the car Into the traffic lane is
going to be -- it takes a few minutes and
the car door i1s wide open, all the way
open.

Many times 1 travel on Spruce
Street from Columbus Avenue to Broad
Street. 1 also travel the opposite
direction on Pine Street from Broad to
the end of Pine. Both streets are always
filled with traffic moving very swiftly.

People trying to open the car door iInto
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continuous oncoming traffic swiftly
moving by iIs essentially taking their
life in their hands 1f they do not move
quickly.

We older folk --

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: By the
way, we already have his testimony
written read into the record.

MS. BONA: Okay. You want me
to stop here?

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: 1f you
can, just summarize the end 1f you want
to give a conclusion.

MS. BONA: Okay. |1 guess the
thing that 1 want to add that hasn"t been
brought up very much is how much loading
and unloading happens at our building all
day long. 1It°s really like there"s stuff
24 hours a day in front of our building.
And so there will be -- as Ylanah has
said, 1t"s dangerous for anybody with a
disability, but we would have carts and
deliveries all day coming from across the

street. So that is a problem.
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COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Okay.
Thank you. Thank you so much for your
testimony, and 1 do want to add about
disability and elderly. OTIS and
Complete Streets has made every attempt
and will continue to make attempts to
work with Center City One on all those
drop-offs and available options and i1deas
of how to get people In and out of the
building the safest possible way. The
whole part about this is to make i1t safe
for everyone. So we will continue to
work with all of you as this process
moves forward, and thank you for
testifying. Have a good night.

That will end our hearing.

We"d like to go into a Committee meeting.
1"d like to recognize Councilman Greenlee
to read the amendments.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. 1 move that the
following bills be amended as was
presented to the Committee: The

amendments to Bill No. 180465, 180562,
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180512, 180514, and 180516. I move those
amendments.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: The
amendments have been read into the record
and seconded.

All 1n favor?

(Aye.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: The ayes
have i1t. The amendments read into the
record have been approved.

Councilman Greenlee.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. 1 move that the
following bills with the appropriate
amendments be moved out of this Committee
with a favorable recommendation and the
rules of Council be suspended to allow
first reading at our next session of
Council: Bill Nos. 180561, 180465 as
amended, 180428, 180559, 180550, 180551,
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180499, 180293, 180452, 180560, 180383,
180396, 180460, 180461, 180562 as
amended, 180567, 180429, 180523, 180512
as amended, 180513, 180514 as amended,
and 180516.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: All Dbills
read into the record have been approved
and seconded.

All 1n favor?

(Aye.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: The ayes
have i1t. All bills read into the record
with suspension of the rules to be read
at the next Council session.

That will end our meeting.
Thank you. Have a great night.

(Committee on Streets and

Services concluded at 4:50 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the
proceedings, evidence and objections are
contained fully and accurately in the
stenographic notes taken by me upon the
foregoing matter, and that this i1s a true and

correct transcript of same.

MICHELE L. MURPHY
RPR-Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcript does not apply to any reproduction
of the same by any means, unless under the
direct control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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