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10/ 12/ 23 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
norni ng, everyone. W' re going to get
started. The hour has cone. As the
menbers have taken their seats and our
visitors retired behind the rail, we wll
get started with our invocation. And to
gi ve our invocation this norning, the
Chair recognizes Pastor Harold R Joll ey
of the Second Macedoni a Bapti st Church.
He is here today as the guest of
Counci | woman Br ooks.

I would ask all guests,
visitors, and nenbers to please rise.

(Counci | mrenbers, guests, and
visitors rise.)

REVEREND DR. JOLLEY: Good
nor ni ng.

(Good norning.)

REVEREND DR JOLLEY: Counci
President Darrell C arke, all the
Counci | nrenbers, |1'mthe Reverend
Dr. Harold R Jolley, Pastor of the
Second Macedoni a Bapti st Church nestl ed

in the Logan section of Phil adel phia.
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Thank you for allowng ne to be here, and
| want to thank Council nenber-at-| arge
Kendra Brooks for the invitation.

May we all bow our heads.

Oh, Lord, our Lord, how
excellent is thy nane in all the earth.
Oh, Lord, our Lord, how excellent is thy
nane in all the earth.

God, the creator of all things,
we pause at this time to hunbl e oursel ves
bef ore your greatness and your nmjesty
and at this hour to say thank you. Thank
you, oh, God, for allowing us to see a
brand new day, a day that we have never
seen before and one we know we shal
never see again.

Thank you, oh, God, for the
ability to nake use of our senses and our
faculty. W are grateful and we do not
take for granted that you have extended
our years and our breathing and our life.
And before we can petition you for
anyt hi ng, oh, God, we ask that you wll

just search us and forgive us of anything
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t hat we have done that has not been
pl easi ng in your sight.

And now, oh, God, we pray for
the various structures of governnent
whi ch has been established to govern
society. W pray for the Philadel phia
Cty Council. W pray that you will just
continue to protect those who are serving
and protect their famlies. W pray that
you will just continue to grant w sdom
conpassi on, and a heart to serve the
peopl e which has elected themto office.

We know, oh, God, for this role
wi thin governnent is not one for the
faint of heart nor is it one for those
who grow weary easily. So we pray, oh,
God, that you woul d strengthen them
Continue to supply vigor and the yearning
to fight for justice for those who are
oppressed and for all of humanity.

God, we'd also like to lift up
the citizens of the City of Philadel phia
for all the wi ckedness that's prevailing

at this time. W pray that you will just
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continue to keep your hand covering every
community that is represented.

In the words of those who cry
out to your nane, we pray that your wll
w ||l be done here on earth as it has been
done in heaven. W pray, oh, God, that
those who have a w cked agenda, that you
woul d cancel their agenda out right now
in the name of Jesus.

Now, God, we pray for your
continued grace for all mankind all this
day and the session to be productive.
Continue to bless us on this day.

W ask it all in the nane of
Jesus who art the Christ.

Anen.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you so nuch. W appreciate you,
Pastor. Thank you for giving us
spiritual guidance today.

Council wll be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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10/ 12/ 23 - STATED - APPROVAL OF JOURNAL
Thank you. Thank you again, Pastor. W
real |y appreciate you being here today.

Qur next order of business is
t he approval of the Journal of the
neeti ng of Thursday, Cctober 5th, 2023,
and the Chair recogni zes Counci | woman
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that the Journal
of the neeting of Thursday, Cctober 5th,
2023 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journal of the
neeti ng of Thursday, Cctober 5th, 2023
stand approved.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
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ayes have it, and our Journal is
approved.

And our next order of business
Is request for |eave of absence, and the
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. On behalf of the nenbers,
there are no requests for |eaves of
absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. The Chair thanks the
gent | eman.

And good norning, young | ady.

Qur next order of business is
i nformati on on the Sunshine Act notion.

We'll wait for our 18th nenber
to take their seat.

And the Chair recognizes
Councilman Squilla for a notion
concerning certain legislative matters
that may arise during the course of
today' s session of Council that were not
listed on the Calendar circul ated prior

to today's session.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 12/ 2023

10/ 12/ 23 - STATED - MOTI ON CONCERNI NG CALENDAR

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. The next order of
busi ness i s wel com ng Counci | nenber
O Neill's granddaughter here in Council
our 18th nenber.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank vyou,
M. President. | nove that any of the
following mtters, if considered today,
may be added to the agenda for this
session of Council and, as required by
| aw, subsequently published on an anended
agenda after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, anmendnents to bills on first
readi ng, the reconsideration of a bil
vetoed by or re-called fromthe Mayor,
amendnents to bills re-called fromthe
Mayor, resolutions taking substantive
action to be voted on in this session, a
notion to withdraw a bill or resolution

that is not on the Cal endar, and a notion
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placing a bill or resolution on or
returning a bill or resolution fromthe
Suspensi on Cal endar that is not listed on
t oday' s Cal endar.

The purpose of this notion is
to provide the public with notice
concerni ng possi ble actions by Council
that arose too late to be included in the
Cal endar that was published prior to
t oday' s sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the |egislative
matters stated by Councilman Squilla may
be added to the agenda for today, should
those nmatters arise during the course of
t he Council session.

Al'l in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries. Thank
you very much.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Thank you,
M. President. M granddaughter, Sadie
Smart, is in fromChicago. So | thank
the Phillies for this inpronptu Bring
Your G anddaughter to Work Day.

My daughter is over there. Her
husband is already on the plane back to

Chi cago, Jason. And Sadie is four going

on 40, and she'll be shy until she gets
to know you and then she'll be running
your life.

So, Sadie, say hi to everybody.

Can you wave?

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Ckay.
She's going to go up in ny office now, |

bel i eve.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Starting young. They're getting younger
and younger. Thank you, Council man.

And our next order of business
I's comuni cations, and |I'd ask M. Decker
to please read the nessages fromthe
Mayor and any ot her communi cati ons that
you nmay have in your possession.

CH EF CLERK: Fromthe Mayor to
t he President and nenbers of the Counci
of the Gty of Philadelphia, | am
transmtting herewith for the
consi deration of your honorable body a
resol ution confirmng the re-appoi nt nent
of Barbara More as a nenber of the Board
of the Philadel phia Energy Authority, to
serve in the termending January 1, 2029;
and

A resolution confirmng the
appoi ntnrent of Matt Bownman as a nenber of
t he Board of the Phil adel phia Energy
Aut hority, to serve in the term ending
January 1, 2027; and

A resolution confirmng the
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re-appoi ntnent of Sophia Lee as a nenber
of the Board of the Philadel phia Energy
Aut hority, to serve in the term ending
January 1, 2028; and

A resol ution authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to execute and
deliver to the Phil adel phia Housi ng
Aut hority a deed conveying fee sinple
title to 1517 North 33rd Street in the
Fifth Councilmnic District, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, M. Decker.

That concl udes our
comuni cations, and our next order of
busi ness is the introduction of bills and
resol utions.

| would ask the Clerk to please
read the titles of the legislation that's
bei ng offered by our nenbers today.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | worman
G lnore Richardson offers a privileged
resol uti on authorizing the Commttee on

Education to hold hearings concerning the
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practice of "leveling" and its inpact on
students and teachers in the School
District of Philadel phia, especially
follow ng the | earning | oss caused by the
COVI D- 19 pandemi c.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Jones
offers three bills and one resol ution.
On behal f of Council President C arke, an
ordi nance to approve anendnents to the
Tenpl e University Master Plan in the area
bounded by Norris Street, Broad Street,
Mont gonery Avenue and 15th Street rel ated
to Klein Coll ege of Media and
Conmuni cations and Center for the
Perform ng and Cinematic Arts buil ding at
1830 North Broad Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And on his own
behal f, Council man Jones offers an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 9-5900 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Prohibition
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on Certain Ganbling Machines and Skills
Ganes, " to add additional prohibitions
and provide for renedies.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President.

| just want to clarify why you
m ght be having deja vu about this
particular issue. And these are the
bandit ganbling machines that we find in
corner stores all over the Gty in every
district. W are doing this again to try
to be as closely related as possible to
our col |l eagues at the state | evel, who
are engaged in conversations, in
negotiations, in court cases wth the
owners of these bandit machi nes.

In order to do it, we changed a
coupl e of things, but what we have done
is, there is usually a good cop -- maybe
| shouldn't use cop. Good guy, bad guy
in every situation. W are the bad guy.

And what we're saying is either we tax
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them either we regulate them or get
t hem out of our stores, because what is
al so coincidental maybe is that these are
proliferated in poor neighborhoods. They
are proliferated in high crinme areas and
often believe that by having these mn
casinos that did not go through any
regul ation -- the casinos in our city
went through a series of regul ations,
heari ngs, steps, conproni ses where they
could be located. These machines are
dropped of f at nei ghborhood stores, and
we don't even have a conplete |ist of
where they are. They don't pay a dine in
taxes. They don't buy a book for a kid
in public school, and this cannot be
all owed to persist.

So we are introducing this, and
what we hope for is that our coll eagues
at the state level conme up with a
conprom se that supersedes our bad guy
| egi sl ation so that they can be properly
taxed, that they can cone up with

community benefits agreenents.
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It's one thing when grand-nom
sits in the mddle of the casino at the
corner store. |It's another thing when
she' s radi oed ahead, told her that they
won and she gets robbed. It's bad enough
when that happens, but it's worse when a
kid on his way to public school has his
$2 worth of lunch noney and puts it in
one of those machines. W cannot have
t hat .

So ny col |l eagues, it's not
deja vu all over again. |It's us getting
it right this tine.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci |l man.

That bill wll be referred to
the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Jones
al so offers an ordi nance anending Title 9
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Regul ati on of Businesses, Trades and

Prof essions,"” to add a new Chapter

creating penalties for trespassing in
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retail establishnents.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to commttee.

CH EF CLERK: A non-privileged
resolution calling on the Adm nistration
to devel op grant prograns for businesses
and restaurants suffering fromretail
theft and crine.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
Johnson offers a non-privileged
resol uti on condeming the Hamas terrori st
attacks in Israel and calling for a
peaceful resolution to the
| srael - Pal estine conflict.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Council President. | just have sone
brief remarks that | would like to
di scuss during this introduction of this
resol ution.

Mysel f and ny col | eague
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Council man Driscoll are introducing a
resol uti on today condeming t he Hamas
terrorist attack in Israel and calling
for a peaceful resolution to the
| srael - Pal estine conflict.

The i mages that the whole world
has been seei ng since Hamas attacked
I srael on Cctober the 7th has been
si ckening to watch, nen, wonen, and
children killed in Israel in brutal ways
by Hamas. Thousands of peopl e have been
wounded on both sides of this conflict.
The trauma they have suffered will last a
lifetine.

Hamas has taken host ages,
i ncl udi ng Anericans, and have threatened
to execute themin violation of every
code of human decency. Hanas has
commtted an act of terrorism and |srael
has every right to defend itself and
respond to this attack.

Vi ol ence and terrorismcan
never be justified as a neans to achieve

political goals. D al up and negotiation
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are the only viable paths towards | asting
peace and stability.

In this resolution, Gty
Counci| acknow edges the suffering and
| oss experienced by innocent Pal estinians
and Israelis in the ongoing conflict and
believes that a just and | asting peace
can only be achi eved through a negoti at ed
settlenment that respects the rights and
national aspirations of both Israelis and
Pal esti ni ans.

The ongoi ng terror and viol ence
that is happening in Israel, which is
nore than 5,000 mles away from
Phi | adel phi a, can open the door for sone
Anericans to foster unrest here in the
Uni ted States.

| want to thank the
Phi | adel phi a Police Departnent for
stepping up security around synagogues
and nosques in order to prevent any
threats to Phil adel phians that could
happen in connection with these horrific

att acks.
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I want to also thank the
Phi | adel phi a Conm ssi on on Human
Rel ati ons for preventing discrimnation
and pronoting equality and equity in our
city every day. W have no place for
hate in the City of Brotherly Love and
Sisterly Affection.

| want to al so thank the Jew sh
Federation of G eater Phil adel phia and
the Anmerican Jewi sh Conmunity of
Phi | adel phi a and Sout hern New Jersey for
their work in the Philadel phia region
but, nost inportantly, every day right
now during this tine of war in |srael.

The greater Phil adel phia region
I's hone to nore than 350,000 Jew sh
residents, and the Gty of Phil adel phia
has one of the ol dest and | argest Jew sh
popul ations in the United States, with
the first Jewi sh residents recorded in
1701.

| want to take the tine to
t hank Council menbers Mark Squilla, Jame

Gaut hi er, Councilmn Curtis Jones, Quetcy
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Lozada, G ndy Bass, Anthony Philli ps,
Brian O Neill, and Council President
Darrell Carke as well as at-I|arge
menbers Kendra Brooks, Katherine Glnore
Ri chardson, JimHarrity, Sharon Vaughn,
and | sai ah Thomas for signing on as
CO- SpoNsors.

And we all recognize that
al though that this is an internationa
issue, all politics are local. And I
have a nei ghbor that |ives two doors away
fromme who is right now currently stil
stuck in Israel. Fromny
under standi ng -- hopefully she is safe,
right, but |'ve been texting her.
Haven't got a response. Calling, haven't
got a response. And checked on ny
nei ghbors | ast evening just to see how
t hi ngs were com ng along and didn't get a
response. So hopefully, |I'mpraying that
she returns back to the United States
safely.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you, Counci | man.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
M. President, | unequivocally condem
the attacks by Hamas and any harmt hat
falls upon innocent civilians in |srael,
in Palestine, and in the occupied
territories.

| do not pretend to conpletely
understand the intricacies, nuances, and
per petual passion both sides have for
their people. However, this body affirns
the inalienable human rights recognized
by our nation's constitution. It
strongly believes that these rights nust
be afforded to all. It believes that by
providing these rights to all, while
forever inperfect, peaceful progress can
be achi eved.

Al'l people in Israel,
Pal estine, and the occupied territories
shoul d be afforded these rights, both in

policy and in practice. Al people nust
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have the right to elect representatives
to pass laws by which the land and the
peopl e are governed in policy and
practice. Al people nust have the
freedom of speech, peaceful assenbly,
press novenent, and religion in policy
and practice. All people nust be free
from unreasonabl e searches and sei zures
and the boarding of soldiers. Al people
must have the right to vote in policy and
I n practice.

In our country, when rights
were not extended to all, political
viol ence rose. Over tinme these rights
were extended to nore and nore people.

A path for peace for Israel and
Pal esti ne nust be pursued and will only
conme by extending rights in policy and
practice to all. Moderating extrem sm
and terrorismis only possible when
everyday people on both sides are
involved in finding a solution.

M. President, | want to

express ny deepest condol ences to
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Phi | adel phi ans and all peopl e inpacted on
the Israeli and Pal estine sides of the
wall in this political dispute. |
condemm all acts of viol ence against
civilians on both sides of the wall in
this political dispute. | believe that
the path forward nust extend equal rights
to all. And | do thank Council man
Johnson for partnering with ne in these
dark times and extend ny gratitude to al
Counci | peopl e for supporting this
resol ution.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci | man.

That resolution will be on next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
Gauthier offers a privileged resolution
desi gnati ng Thursday, Cctober 12, 2023 as
"Children's Environnental Health Day" in
the Gty of Phil adel phia, and recogni zi ng
the inportance of clean air and water,

safe food and consuner products, healthy
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environnments and a stable climte for
children's health and devel opnent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | wonman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President.

Each year on the second
Thursday in Cctober, the Children's
Environnment for Health Network observes
Children's Environnmental Health Day. As
Counci | and our partners conbat
environnmental injustices, it is inportant
to renenber that young people are at the
core of this work.

Lead exposure, poor air
quality, nold, dimnishing water in soil,
these adversities inpact our young people
nore than anyone. At the sane tine,
extrenme heat disrupts school days, and
wi | dfire snoke nmakes pl ayi ng outside
unsaf e.

It is critically inportant that
we recogni ze that environnental justice

nmeans nuch nore than a greener and
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cleaner city. It also neans an
i nvestnment in the health and wel | -being
of Phil adel phia's next generation of
| eaders, nost especially Black and brown
| eaders. That's why I'mgrateful to the
network of child health and environnent al
advocates who work each and every day to
tackl e children's environnental health
i ssues, and |I'm proud that Counci
supports these efforts through prograns
like the Energy Authority's Built to Last
initiative.

| want to thank the
Phi | adel phi a Regi onal Center for
Children's Environnental Health, the
Children's Environnmental Health Network,
Penn Medi ci ne, and everyone across the
City of Phil adel phia who dedi cates
t hensel ves to environnental justice.
Through this resolution, Gty

Counci | proudly honors your work and
reaffirms our conmtnent to safeguarding
the health, safety, and well-being of

society's nost precious and vul nerabl e
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gr oup.

| also want to thank
Counci | renbers Brooks, Squilla, Vaughn,
Bass, Driscoll, and Phillips for
co-sponsoring this resolution.

Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Council woman.

That will be on today's
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
O Neill offers, on behalf of Counci
Presi dent C arke, an ordi nance
authorizing the City Solicitor, on behalf
of the Gty, to enter into a nulti-year
contract with a provider of codification,
editing, and marketing services to
produce printed and el ectronic versions
of The Phil adel phia Code and rel at ed
services and materi al .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman Bass

offers two bills and one resol ution,
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entitled "An ordi nance establishing a no
truck parking regulation on both sides of
the 1900 bl ock of Belfield Avenue."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an ordi nance
establi shing no truck parking regul ati ons
on: both sides of Ardleigh Street
bet ween Vernon Road and Gorgas Lane, both
si des of Vernon Road between Ardl ei gh
Street and Bl akenpore Street, both sides
of Bl akenore Street between Vernon Road
and CGorgas Lane, and both sides of Gorgas
Lane between Bl akenore Street and
Ardl eigh Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on recogni zi ng and
honoring Sid Booker by renam ng the 4600
bl ock of North Broad Street "Sid Booker
Vay. "

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:  Next

week' s Cal endar .
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CH EF CLERK: There are no
other bills or resolutions being offered
today by the nenbers, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you very nmuch, M. Decker.

That concl udes our introduction
of bills and resol utions by our nenbers
of Counci | .

We have no reports from
comrittee today, so our next order of
busi ness i s consideration of the
Cal endar .

There being no bills on the
First Readi ng Cal endar today, the Chair
recogni zes Council man Jones for the
pur pose of calling up bills and
resol utions on the Final Passage Cal endar
t oday.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
very nmuch, M. President. The follow ng
bills and resol uti ons are bei ng brought
up from Second Readi ng to Final Passage
Cal endars today: 230684, 230685, 230686,
230694, and 230696. Al other bills and
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resol utions are being held.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you very nuch, Council man Jones.

Before we consider the bills
and resolutions today, we wll|l have our
public coment session.

Your public comment nust
concern matters on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endar for action at
today's session. All speakers nust sign
up in order to testify. |If you have not
al ready done so, you may sign up at the
table outside with the Sergeant-of - Arns.

When your nane is called -- you
will be called in the order in which you
signed up. Wen your nane is called, you
will go to the podiumin the m ddl e of
t he Council Chanbers. There's a device
on that podium \When the |ight turns
green on that device, it wll be your
time to speak. When the light turns
yell ow, you will have 30 seconds to
concl ude your remarks, and when the |ight

turns red, we'd ask that you pl ease
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adhere to our guidelines and concl ude
your remarks. You will have three
mnutes to speak as it relates to your
public coment today.

Thank you very nmuch for your
continued wllingness to participate in
your governnent in action. Thank you
very much

M. Decker, please call the

first nane on the |ist.

CH EF CLERK: The first speaker

today, M. President, is Gabriel Palner,
commenti ng on 230696.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good

nor ni ng.

MR. PALMER: (Good norni ng,
everybody. M nane is Gabriel Pal ner.
am here today speaking in support of a
street nam ng for the Reverend Ml vin
Fl oyd, who is ny grandfather. | amthe
youngest grandson of that man.

Just to speak a little bit

about who he is and what it is that he's
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done and why he deserves said street
nam ng, Reverend Melvin Floyd was a nan
who grew up in North Phil adel phia who in
turn dedicated his life to seeing change
in the Gty of Philadelphia in a positive
way, a man who dedicated his tinme, nman
hours and power to hel ping those who
weren't in a good situation, those who
needed help. Those who didn't have
support, he supported them from people
who were attached to the street life to
gang life, fromthose also who were
honel ess.

He many a tinmes would cone a

bl ock away from here, two bl ocks from
here and give out hundreds of dollars to
those in need. He spent his tine
val iantly hel pi ng ot her people and has
pushed for on the religious side towards
Christ. He saved plenty of souls, a
pl et hora of souls, to bring people closer
to God and to hel p peopl e physically,
nental ly beconme better people and to nake

a change in this great city.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 12/ 2023

33

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

10/ 12/ 23 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

He is a man that deserves that
recognition nore than any other man that
I know. And even with the things that |
do today, | do them because of who he is
and what it is that he has instilled in
me, to not just be another young Bl ack
man out here in the streets doing
negative things, but to try and be
positive.

"Il leave y'all with one of
his favorite quotes and it is, only one
life will soon be passed. Only what's
done for Christ will last. And as a man
who dedicated his life to Christ but not
only dedicated it, dedicated it to
hel pi ng peopl e get closer to God, but not
only that, becone better, he deserves to
have a street naned in his nane.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you very nmuch for your testinony.

(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Counci |l man, did you want to be recogni zed
now?

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Johnson and then Council man Jones.

(Pause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Anybody know how to operate a consol e?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
very much, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: | just
al so want to be supportive of this
resolution, and it's really inspiring to
see | ineage of Reverend Floyd's grandson
carrying on his life and his | egacy.

And, you know, as a young man
growi ng up in South Phil adel phia, ny nana
was the type of nana who had ne going to
church on Monday, Tuesday, Wadnesday,
Thur sday, Friday, and Saturday as well as
Sunday. And so | was very well aware of

the work that Reverend Fl oyd was doi ng,
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particul arly around evangeli sm but, nost
importantly, around the issue that's very
near and dear to ny heart, and that's
addressing the issue of drug and gun
vi ol ence.

Most of you may or nay not
know, he would ride down the street with
a coffin on the top of his van. And so
to be standing on the corner at 18th and
Di cki nson as a young man and you see this
van comng riding down the street wth a
coffin on the top, we all would perk up
and kind of | ook and see what's goi ng on,
and then he would get out with his team
and woul d evangel i ze and, nost
inmportantly, try to get us young nen off
t he corner.

And so to ny col |l eague
Counci | woman G ndy Bass, | just want to
t hank you for your |eadership in carrying
on the life and | egacy, because for
generations to conme, and his grandson is
an exanple of that generation to cone,

they will look up at that sign and people
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wi Il inquire about who is Reverend Ml vin
Fl oyd, and they will get a chance to
| earn about his life and | egacy and his
activismhere in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

To Gabriel, | just want to say
it's proud to see you carrying on the
life and | egacy of your granddad, and we
al so know the great work of his daughter
as wel | .

And so thank you very nuch for
the opportunity to offer a few remarks,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci | man.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President.

| too would like to support and
wi || support this acknow edgnent and
resol ution, but unlike ny colleague, on
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays,

I was standing on the corner of 54th and
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Berks Street, and in so doing, there's no
sight like that coffin riding up the
street. And I'Il never forget, he pulled
over using the auditoriumat Mann School
to have a |l ecture and he had on a novie
an autopsy. And, you know, listen, the
depth and detail of what the finality of
death was planted a seed. And you may
not acknow edge it at the point of it
pl ayi ng, but eventually you start
t hi nki ng about what happens when a bull et
hits a body and what happens when a body
hits the ground.

And I'lIl also say, isn't it sad
that all these decades |ater we have the
sanme problens and that we're fighting
that sane fight and we're having those
sanme di scussions. And | ook forward to
the work of this Council so that his
grandson's grandson doesn't have to take
up the banner and do the sane kind of
wor k hi s grandfat her did.

So we have work to do, and |'m

| ooking forward to let's have a truck
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com ng for college schol arships and job
opportunities as opposed to keepi ng our
young kids fromkilling each other.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Council man.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | worman Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Wel |, thank
you, M. President. | know we're
slightly out of order just a little bit,
but I did want to just follow up on what
nmy col |l eagues just nentioned in terns of
our street renam ngs that are com ng up

So we have two very notable
Phi | adel phi ans. Reverend Fl oyd served
for many, many years in our conmunities,
was active even with presidents, at |east
three presidents of Philadelphia City
Council, and had strong rel ationshi ps
wi th nenbers. And, you know, as ny
col | eague Johnson and Jones j ust
nmenti oned, he was riding around the

nei ghbor hoods. He was riding around
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nei ghbor hoods that were distressed, that
needed a | ot of attention, that nobody --
you know, you felt |ike nobody was
listening. You felt |ike nobody was
really paying attention to what was
happeni ng.

And so Reverend Fl oyd com ng
around was saying | amlistening, | hear
you, | hear your concerns, | hear what's
happeni ng.

And so we are going to be
recogni zi ng himon Cctober 27th at 9:00
a.m with a street renamng. And so
we'l |l have nore information about that
next week.

But | did want to al so nention
that COctober 21st we are going to be
having a street renam ng for Sid Booker
from The Stinger and Lapointe and the
Shrinmp Corner. Everybody knows Sid
Booker. And that's going to be
Cctober 21st at 1:00 p.m So we want to
encourage folks to be out and about and

to participate in that, because Sid is --
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he's | egendary. He's done so nmuch for
our conmunities, and we want to recognize
and thank himfor his service, give him
his flowers while he can snell them

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Councilworman. | was told that
they were going to be giving away free
shrinp. |Is that not accurate?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  You're
trying to get me in trouble. There's a
possibility.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: You
want to get a big turnout.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  That ni ght
happen. That m ght happen. But we
really want folks to cone out and
celebrate Sid and his |l egacy and all the
wor k that he's done on the nusic scene
and the restaurant scene and the
ni ghtcl ub scene here in Philadel phia for
decades, many decades now. So let's cone
on out and cel ebrate this great

Phi | adel phi an.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, Counci | wonan.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Thank you
so much, Council President.

| want to thank the sponsor of
this street nam ng and al so ki nd of echo
the sentinments of each one of ny
col | eagues, kind of gonna bring ne up to
nmy thoughts about Reverend Melvin Fl oyd.

| renmenber grow ng up, like
Counci | menber Johnson, with the casket,
going to church every day. | did that.
| renmenber being in the streets, |ike
Counci | mrenber Jones, and seeing the
casket cone around as well and talking to
nmy generation about how we can change our
lives. And then | also renenber --
Counci | nrenber Bass tal ked about Sid
Booker's, which that's a whol e ot her
Stinger situation. W won't tal k about
t hat .

But this is about honoring
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Reverend Mel Fl oyd, because -- | haven't
spoken about this yet, but |I'ma graduate
of his School of Evangelism So when |
decided to turn ny life around, that is
where | went to learn how to evangelize
about Christ and to change ny life
around.

So | just amreally honored to
be a part of this body for this street
nam ng, and | want to thank his famly
for the legacy. | think that's when |
first nmet Archbi shop, because she was a
part of the training sessions that we had
to goto. So this is an amazing
dedi cati on.

Thank you so much, Counci
Pr esi dent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you, Counci |l woman.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  And |'m
going to be real brief, right?

Yes. Sid Booker, right, and |
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want to thank Councilwoman C ndy Bass for
acknow edging him You know, |'mfrom
South Philly, but we used to go uptown
and play the led out (ph), get sone
shrinp on Broad Street, you know. And it
Is very fitting, because he's a giant in
the political world, right? And, you
know, I"'mjust a little lowy el ected
of ficial.

| renmenber riding past and he
had t hese banners for Sid Booker's with
all these political people nanes on them
| ain't never get up there, but, you
know, I"'ma little guy, so it's cool.
You know what | nean? And then | finally
got invited to the pool party. [|I'mlike,
wow, | think I kind of made it, right?
But I will say this about

M. Sid Booker, right? He has a great
heart, right? And he wears his heart on
his sleeves. And | renenber, right, just
as an aspiring elected official and then

being el ected and not really part of the

“in" crowd, how he would just reach out
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to me through different individuals,
right, just to be supportive. He's not
asking for something, right? Just how
can | help you? |'mwatching the things
that you are doing. Matter of fact, just
a coupl e weeks ago reached out to ne

t hrough a couple individuals, and | just

called himand he said, | don't want
nothing. | just want to be supportive of
you.

So that's the type of person
who he was, right?

| hope they do give out sone
free shrinp, although |I'mvegan. That's
the old lifestyle, but I think it will be
very fitting for the folks who live
uptown to get a taste of those Sid Booker
shri nps.

But in all seriousness, again,
t hank you for acknow edgi ng a person who
means a lot to all of us inthe City of
Phi | adel phi a.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you, Counci | man.

M. Decker, next nanme on the
l'ist.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
i s Archbi shop Mary Fl oyd Pal ner,
comrenti ng on 230696.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

ARCHBI SHOP FLOYD PALMER:  CGood
nmor ni ng, Council President and fell ow
Counci | mrenbers. | am Archbi shop Mary
Floyd Palnmer. | amthe first born child
and daughter of Reverend Dr. Melvin
Fl oyd.

My dad's story started as the
youngest of five children born to Arthur
and Sallie Mae Floyd. Because his
siblings were several years older than
him he felt the brunt of the domestic
environnment at the hand of his father to
both his nother and him being displaced
nine tinmes for survival reasons, avoiding

bei ng an active nenber of the 12th and
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Oxford Street Gang by working, and
ultimately being a high school dropout at
Benjam n Franklin H gh School .

He joined the U S. Arny so he
could send his salary hone to help his
nom and upon his return, he joined the
Phi | adel phia Police Departnent. A few
years |later he net and married ny bel oved
not her, Betty, and becane the proud
father of three daughters.

He j oi ned the Hopewel| New
Psal m st Baptist Church in 1947 and | oved
that institution and remained faithful to
God' s church until his death.

Hi s personal aspiration was to
be the best he could be, so he returned
to night school, obtained his high school
di pl oma, and continued his academ c
pursuits until he earned his Master's of
Educati on degree from Tenple University
while working full tinme as a police
officer, as a father, and the sole
provi der for his hone.

Wil e serving as a police
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of ficer, he was very disturbed by the
gang wars that plagued our city resulting
inuntinely and horrific deaths of many
young Bl ack boys and, yes, girls as well.
On his own tinme, he started talking with
vari ous gangs around the Cty, hoping
that his history as a nenber of the 12th
and Oxford Street Gang would give him
credibility to talk to themrealistically
and to give them a nessage to stop
fighting and dying for territory they did
not owmn. He wanted themto have a better
life.

His persistence led to the

first citywde truce on Lenon H Il in
Fai rmount Park, and eventually that truce
went citywde. He partnered with
communi ty organi zati ons such as House of
Umja, wth Lucien Blackwell, Tom Reid,
Benni e Swans, Crisis Intervention
Net wor ks, Bilal Qayyum and many others
who were on the sanme path of wanting the
best life to be.

He was best known often with
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that crazy van, the crazy man who had the
nerve to pull up on any corner and take
it wth a life-saving nessage, and took
nme to school every day to Grls' High
Lord hel p.

He was able to do that in the
streets for nore than 40 years w thout an
i ncident, w thout police intervention,
and often wth good results. H's passion
|l ed to our beloved | ate superintendent,
Dr. Constance Clayton, to give him
perm ssion to go and send this nessage to
every elenentary, junior high, and high
school districtw de.

Many of you can testify to his
i npactful presentation, and |I'mproud to
say that it was that nessage that changed
the Iives of many headed down the wong
path that are now successful police
officers, firefighters, elected
officials, doctors, |awers, teachers,
cl ergy and nany ot hers.

In 2018, | had a conversation

with ny late father and asked hi m how he
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wanted to be renenbered. He paused and
said that ny passion for saving |ives of
yout h and adults has hel ped themrealize
that their life is inportant to God,
their famlies, and our comrmunity, and
they are needed and that they matter.

But we know death will happen, and it is
nmy prayer that those who remain wll
allow healing to cone and they will pay
it forward by hel pi ng sonebody el se to
l'ive.

In conclusion, it is this
conversation that | felt led nme on the
path to see this day cone to fruition and
to have ny dad's nane live in infany in
the 5200 bl ock of Wayne Avenue. As one
of Phil adel phia's | egends, for a nyriad
of reasons, |'mproud to be his daughter.
My father graced this very chanber nmany
times under the | eadership of Counci
Presi dents CGeorge Schwartz, Joseph
Col eman, and John Street, offering
spiritual guidance and the invocation.

Now as the second generation to do so, as
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| have on many occasions, |'m hoping that
my son will continue the sanme | egacy that
we begun.

Thank you, Council woman Bass,
for listening and hearing ny dream for
making it cone to fruition, and for nany
of you who will vote to have this passed
t oday.

My daddy is so well deserving.
And al t hough he has gone to glory and is
resting with ny nother and he passed on
April 20th, 2020, | know he's | ooking
down and they are smling together.

Thank you, daddy, for doing a
great j ob.

God bless all of you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Bishop, for your testinony
t oday.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Is Alison Cohen.
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(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. COHEN: Good norni ng,
Counci | renbers, and thank you for the
opportunity to speak today. M nane is
Al'i son Cohen. [|I'ma parent of three
children at Houston El enmentary in Munt
Airy, two third graders and a fifth
gr ader.

I''m here representing our
famly and our school and | believe many,
many famlies and communities in the
di strict who have been negatively
I npacted by leveling over the years. |'m
al so here representing 430 Phil adel phi ans
who signed a letter that the Houston HSA
collected in | ess than 48 hours | ast
week.

Qur fifth grade class |lost a
teacher |ast week due to leveling and are
nowin a class of 31. W're all sad
about this |oss and have nade the

intentional decision to use this traumm
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as the energy to advocate to get rid of
| evel i ng.

Therefore, we're here strongly
supporting and have deep gratitude to
Counci | menber G I nore Richardson for the
resolution to hold hearings to dig into
this traumatic practice. W believe this
process was never appropriate and
strongly hope that Council will push the
School District of Philadel phia to fix
the leveling process and all the
traumatic shrapnel it leaves in its wake.

Sone questions we would like to
see answered and hope that Council wll
push the District to dig into:

Exactly what is the District's
policy on leveling, nmeaning exactly how
is it inplenmented? Not every school that
has cl asses bel ow the class cap get
| evel ed. How are these decisions nade?
It is not transparent.

Way is information not rel eased
shown whi ch schools |ost staff, which

school s gained staff, and what the actual
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need for the schools that gained staff
is? Wiy were special admt schools not
| eveled this year? Are they treated the
sane as nei ghbor hood school s?

Are charter schools |evel ed?
Wiy are or why not? Do sone schools have
different class caps than others? W
have heard that sone school s have
negoti ated | ower cl ass sizes.

Are there different grades that
often have nore |l eveling such as fifth
gr ade when nei ghbor hood schools may | ose
students to special admt school s?

Shoul d there be different treatnent for
certain grades or phases?

Are the econom cs of the
famlies at schools taken into account
when | eveling decisions are nade or is it
pure nunbers? How are the needs and
resources assessed at the school s
recei ving teachers? W've heard of cases
where a | evel ed cl assroom teacher becones
a floater in the receiving school and

there's no need or space for them
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VWhat are other district schools
around the country -- what other
districts level? Please give exanples,
because we can't find any online. W're
so privileged to have this annual
practice in Philly.

If this was a regul ar practice
in other large urban districts, how have
t hey managed to overcone this issue and
not inflict this trauma on our children
each fall?

W are told that the reason
that this year we're leveling is because
of a teacher shortage. How is the
District working to treat teachers better
to retain thenf

In our case, a teacher found
out on Monday that her |ast day at our
school was Friday, to report to a schoo
on Monday, which she didn't know what it
was. The enotional trauma for both the
t eacher of sayi ng goodbye to these 30
students who | ove them and need them and

the students who love themis -- it can't
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hel p in retaining teachers.

And we're also told on a Zoom
that if a teacher quits because of
| eveling, they were told that they are
put on a red |ist and never be hired
again by the District. So the D strict
won't go to these teachers that they
| ove.

So anyway, we believe the first
responsibility to our children should be
to do no harm Leveling inflicts traum
on the children of Phil adel phia, when we
all know they al ready have enough trauma
intheir lives. It's not doing right by
our ki ds.

Pl ease dig into these issues
and get sone answers. And we're so
grateful for Council for taking a | ead on
this, and thank you for the tine for
listening to these comments.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

The Chair recognizes

Counci | woman G | nore Ri char dson.
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COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Council President.

| too do not want to be out of
order, but want to rise in thanking the
parent from Houston El enentary School for
com ng today to tal k about this inportant
issue. Not only am| a graduate of the
Phi | adel phia School District, had the
opportunity to teach in the Phil adel phi a
School District, but now | have three
children in the Phil adel phia public
school system

And | want to commend and thank
the District for the work that they have
done and they are seeking to do, and I
want to thank publicly Dr. Watlington for
being willing to keep the |ines of
comuni cati on open. However, | continue
to be deeply disappointed in the School
District of Phil adel phi a.

It is unacceptabl e post-COVI D
that we continue to tal k about equity and
ensuring that our children's | earning

| oss is addressed and you go one day with
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15 students in a classroom and the next
day 32 for one teacher and then |ose a
teaching assistant. |It's unacceptable.

You can't say that we care
about the trajectory of these young
peopl e and then turn around and doubl e
their class size without any additional
hel p or support.

We know from data that young
peopl e are struggling post-COVI D,
particul arly young people who were in
pre-K, kindergarten, and first grade at
the onset of the pandem c.

It is not fair to think that
t hese young people will be on par with
ot her children, not just inthe Gty and
inthis country but around the world, if
they are not receiving adequate resources
in order to be their best.

We're tal ki ng about reading,
reading. We know K through 3 you're
| earning to read. Fromthat point on,
you're reading to learn. |f you don't

have the requisite skills to |earn,

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 12/ 2023

58

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

10/ 12/ 23 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
you're not going to do well in your life,
and we know that all of the human service
and public safety agencies are | ooking at
a child' s reading level at third or
fourth grade to determ ne how nmany j ail
cells they're going to build.

It's not fair that we continue
to do this to our children. And |I'm
going to say this publicly, and | really
don't want to do this, but you want us to
have faith in the School D strict of
Phi | adel phi a? Then we have to do things
differently than you' re doing them
before. GCkay? People have options. W
only have one tine to get it right with
our children. | have one chance to get
it right with ny six-year-old, ny
ei ght-year-old, and ny soon-to-be
18-year-old, and I'mnot going to all ow
anyone at the School District or anywhere
el se to jerk nme around, period.

And in addition to that, if |I'm
having all of these issues in the

position that I"min, it's no telling
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what all the other famlies are faced
with in the Cty of Philadel phia. 1 have
the luxury to be able to pick up the
phone. They don't. And those famlies

sent me here to represent them --

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: - -
and their issues and their concerns, and
| intend to do so, and that is the reason
why | introduced the resol ution today,
because it's not fair what we are doing
to famlies.

Don't cone here asking us for
nore noney every year and you can't
account for what you're doing with that
noney. Every year this Council has

st epped up.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  And |

get it, a lot of people walk into
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situations where they're in positions of
| eadership and responsibility that you
did not create, but at the end of the
day, you got to namke a decision at sone
point. Wen we going to stop? Wen are
we going to say enough is enough? Wen
are we going to adequately ensure that
our young peopl e are educated properly to
neet the demands of the 21st century?

And it's not the teachers'
fault. They have to take their direction
from440. It's not their fault. And I
have had enough.

So we are calling for hearings
on this issue. | intend to delve deeply
into this practice, because a nunber of
urban districts no |longer do | eveling
because they know of the detrinenta
I npact of this issue.

So | thank the parent again for
their public coment, and | appreciate
the work that a nunber of famlies are
doing in contacting ne regarding this

issue, and we will see a change. W wll
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see a change.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: I n
addition to that, Council President, |
wanted to rise in support and I wll be
honored to vote in favor of the
resol ution offered by ny coll eague
Counci | mrenber Bass for the street
renam ng in honor of the late, great
Reverend Melvin Floyd. He was a
rel entl ess crusader agai nst drug dealing,
absentee fathers, street crine, and
gangs.

Now, I'mstill young enough to
remenber the casket and al so the speaker
and hi m showi ng up on whatever corner he
wanted to for that day, and we know t hat
his | egacy will continue to live on in
his grandson and in his daughter, ny
sorer and fellow Grls' H gh sister, the
Ar chbi shop Mary Fl oyd Pal ner.

Thank you very nuch,
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Counci | mrenber C ndy Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, CP.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Council Lady.

The Chair recognizes the
af orenmenti oned Counci | woman Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Wel |, thank
you, M. President.

| just wanted to add on, but |
have to say | think that Councilwoman
Kathy G |l nore Richardson really just
dropped the mc, you know, just in the
way she articul ated exactly how many of
us as parents of children in the
Phi | adel phia School District, how we
feel, how frustrated we are. And even
t hose of us who, you know, have the cell
phone nunbers of different folks within
the District that we can reach out and
touch and tal k, the answers that we get

back, it's extrenely frustrating.
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And | know that -- listen, |
don't want to cast aspersions. | think
that there's a lot of really good people
who are working at 440 and are really
trying to do their best with limted
resources, but what we're getting is just
not enough, and we see it every single
day. W see it in the product that we
turn out fromthe School District of
Phi | adel phia, that our young people are
just not equi pped and ready for the
opportunities that we're always trying to
bring here to the City of Phil adel phia.
They're just really not ready and
equi pped for what we have or what we're
trying to have happen here in the GCty.

So | just wanted to say kudos
to you and to all the parents who reached
out from Henry Houston, which is in the
8th Council District. O course we've
been paying a lot of attention to this
matter and nonitoring it as well. | |ook
forward to your hearing and actively,

very vividly participating. So thank
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you, Counci | wonan.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Council Lady.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

Good norni ng, coll eagues.

| just wanted to take a nonent
to thank Council nenber Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson for her |eadership on this
particular issue but | think, nost
I mportantly, recognizing that this was
her | ast resort. Council menber G| nore
Ri chardson reached out to nyself and
ot her nmenbers of the School District to
try to get an understandi ng of what was
going on, and if |I'mnot m staken, she
got no response. And | think part of the
frustration that we have in this
| egi sl ative body is not necessarily the
concept of what you're doing. That's
definitely part of the problem but I

just want to put a point of enphasis on
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the fact that Council menber G| nore
Ri chardson said, if | can't get an
answer, imagi ne what other parents and
famlies are essentially going through.
And | think that is the biggest concern.

So | look forward to the
hearing so we can do a deep dive into the
conversation, but | want to thank her for
her | eadership. But | also want people
to know, especially the listening public,
this did not have to cone to this. W
did not need to have a hearing to exam ne
this. The information should have been
provi ded once it was requested, and it
didn"t. And it's unfortunate that she
has to use the bully pulpit to get basic
answers to things that famlies across
the Gty is asking for.

So thank you agai n, coll eague.
| appreciate your |eadership, and we're
going to continue to do due diligence to
i nprove the comruni cati on between Counci
and the District but, nore inportantly,

I nprove conmuni cati on between gover nnent
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and famlies.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Council man.

The Chair recogni zes Counci | man
Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Thank
you, Council President.

| just want to say thank you to
Counci | woman Kathy G | nore Ri chardson for
today. When | first saw her nake a post
on social nedia about this, | was beyond
excited, because it needed to be said.
And when | | earned about this resol ution,
| was beyond excited that we were going
to be doing this, because the School
District of Philadelphia is one of the
great est bureaucracies |'ve ever seen in
our nation. W have a systemthere where
peopl e eternally have reasons on why
t hi ngs are not happening for our
children, and oftentines they are not
taking a "whatever it takes" approach to

hel pi ng our kids to nmake sure that they
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are successful .

And for nme, as a lot of us
here, including Councilman |sai ah Thomas
and sonme other fol ks, also Council menber
G I nore Richardson, are educators. W' ve
had experiences with the idea of we just
got to find a way to get things done for
Ki ds.

| had the privilege to |isten
to Andrea Lawful - Sanders on Wird | ast
Friday, and | heard about two students
fromMrtin Luther King H gh School,
which is in Councilwoman C ndy Bass's
district, cry in an enotion about one of
their teachers | eaving the school that
t hey bel oved, that they were used to
seeing. And it was actually one of
the -- it was a big story about | think
four or five African Anmerican mal es who
are part of the freshman cl ass teaching
core, and that teacher got noved to
anot her school wi thout really any notice.

VWhat type of traunm are we

giving to our children? They have not
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got to a point where they can say, you
know what, we just have to figure this
out. You cannot make decisions that are
going to harmone institution just so you
can solve an issue wth another
institution. That's not the way.

And for ne, | don't think
t hey' re worki ng hard enough to make sure
that our children and our famlies are
taken care of, and it has to stop now.
It's unacceptable. And it's sad that
many people in this city believe that
Cty Council sonetines is not doing
enough, but if you heard fromthe
testinony of Councilwonman G | nore
Ri chardson and Council man | sai ah Thomas
and so many others, we are always on the
phone with the School District of
Phi | adel phia. Peopl e have to understand
that they're a separate entity fromus,
and sonetinmes they nmake deci sions that
are just conpletely different than us.
So when Council nenber G I nore

Ri chardson says to us, we have to stop
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obliging and giving themextra fundi ng
every single year when they just show us
in the Gty of Philadelphia, all the
parents and students, they show us their
behinds all the tinme. It has to stop.
And |' m saddened by this situation, and
they have to listen to us and stop being

the bureaucrats that they are.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci |l man.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Counci | President.

I just want to echo the
sentinments of ny coll eague and t hank
Counci | woman Kat herine G | nore Richardson
for really stepping up and being the
advocate for our children here in the
Cty of Phil adel phi a.

The children that attend our
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public school system they don't have
| obbyi sts wal king the halls of Cty Hal
advocating on their behalf. They have us
as a representative body advocating and
fighting for them

And | renenber the last tinme we
were at this crossroad we had a press
conference inside the Mayor's Reception
Room regarding the facilities plan, the
| ack of facilities plan, provided to Gty
Council as it relates to them addressing
the issue of |ead and asbestos inside our
schools, and I think today we still don't
have one, right?

So hopefully as an out cone of
this upcom ng hearing that |I'mstrongly
going to support, that we begin tying
this conversation to our budget, right?
Because often tinmes -- and |'ve been here
for a while. A lot of tines we have to
put up tax votes, right, to nake sure
t hat our young peopl e have the adequate
funding that they need here in the City

of Phil adel phia as part of our school
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district, but also | do talk to
constituents that say what's the return
on the investnent, if you got |ess than
50 percent graduation rate, right, and a
| ower 20th and | think even Council| woman
Bass said maybe the | ower one percentile
in math rate, right, but neverthel ess, we
do our part in investing froma budgetary
st andpoi nt .

And so hopefully this hearing
will be an opportunity for us to disrupt
their whole system | |ook at all of
them as bei ng accountabl e, the whole --
if you're over there, you're part of that
system right, that has to be redesigned
to make sure our young people are a
priority, because you get the funding day
in and day out, but what our young people
are suffering fromis totally
unaccept abl e.

So | just want to al so support
this effort from Councilworman Kat heri ne
Gl nore Richardson, but | also want to

make sure as we nove forward, it got to
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be a different approach in terns of how
we address the Phil adel phia School
District, because obviously if they
decide to sue us, they're going to sue
our body all because we want themto nmake
sure that our schools are safe for our
young people to attend, right, and be in
an environment w thout | ead and asbest os,
but y'all turn around and sue us, | can
see why you call over there and you don't
get a response back. Because they feel
i ke we can sue you, and at the end of
the day nothing is going to happen. So
that's the posture you're taking.

And it's unfortunate that we
have to take this type of adversari al
approach, but at the end of the day,
right, we should do everything that's
possi bl e on behal f of our children.
Everything, right?

So | just want to just put that
on the record and thank the Council woman
and al so our Chair of Education around

their advocacy on this issue.
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Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Council man.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So | really,
really didn't want to comment, because
y'all were doing such a great job. | was
t hi nki ng about Mel vin Fl oyd about the
gang junping people. Y all were beating
hi m down. But however and nevert hel ess,
sonet hi ng you said, Menber G I nore
Ri chardson, about one shot at saving our
babi es and that bureaucraci es have the
luxury of time. They're going to get
paid year after year, fiscal year after
year regardless, but that kid that you
nmenti oned, by the tinme they are in the
third grade -- | think Phillips m ght
have nentioned it -- if they don't read
up to scale, they know how many prison
cells to build by the tine they're 18.

If you know that, we don't have tine.

There's an urgency of tine. W get one
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shot to get it right.

| remenber kids that didn't
make it into certain schools, special
admt schools, even charter schools. The
fol k down at one of the charter schools
when you were in the lottery, they would
kni ght you with a nedallion, |ike you
made it. Your trajectory inlifeis
di fferent because you're going to attend
this school, get an education, and be
sonebody. The other kids left the
auditoriumin tears. Does that nmean |'m
not going to nake it? Does that nean |I'm
destined to a jail cell? And they
understood the gravity of it.

So every year, | heard -- and
he's ny guy, but | heard the
Superintendent say, give us tinmne. W're
going to get it right. Just give us
time. Well, that kid in third grade
ain't got no nore time. They're on the
school -to-prison pipeline, and if we
don't fix it, not now but right now,

those will be the kids junping up and
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down on cars that you saying are out of
control, at JJC, will not listen to us
because we didn't do our job.

You are right, Menber Gl nore
Ri chardson, we keep piling on the noney
like we print it, like it don't cone out
of those sane parents' pockets, right?

So if 50 percent of the tine
ki ds drop out because they are
frustrated, they don't see a future, if
any ot her industry only perforned,
whether it was cars or doughnuts, only
50 percent of the tinme they were going to
get it right, they would be out of
busi ness.

So we got to take a hard | ook
over this budget period to say are we
getting our bang for the buck, are our
kids getting school to prison or are they
goi ng to get school -t o-paycheck
pi pelines. And we as -- listen, you had
me fired up fromhello, you know, and |I'm
all in. W're going to dig deeper.

We're going to ask nore questions.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 12/ 2023

76

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

10/ 12/ 23 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
And | renenber you, President
saying -- I'"'mgetting a deja vu. |
remenber you sitting in your office,

sayi ng what am | paying for, why should

we do it. You were getting ready -- and

I think we m ght even have got into it a

little bit about, I think it m ght have
been, 19 mllion extra. Was that the

nunber that we were going to give then?

And you asked the question, and there was

deafening silence, you said, for what?
And there was no answer. There was an
answer, but it wasn't a real answer.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Cal | ed performance space funding.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | renenber
that like it was yesterday, sir.

So we get another bite at the
apple, but will the students that go to
t hese school s have a second chance for
to get it right.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Councilman. Thank you.

us
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M. Decker, do we have any
ot her --

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her speakers today, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: No
ot her speakers for public comment?

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her speakers today, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very nuch.

That concl udes our public
coment today, so we will now consi der
the bills and resol utions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar.

M. Decker, would you pl ease
read the title of Resolution No. 230684.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 2609 through 27 Sears Street
(i ncluding 1308 through 14 South 26th
Street) located in the 2nd Council manic
District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The

Chair recogni zes Council man Johnson.
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you,
Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al'l in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, 230685.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 1324 South Bancroft Street;
1213 South Bonsall Street: 1202 and 1223
Sout h Bucknell Street; 2117 and 2221 Earp
Street; 2007 Ellsworth Street; 2537
Cakford Street; 1818 and 2229 Latona
Street; 1730, 2014, 2114, 2236, 2426,
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2532 Manton Street; 1545 South Ringgol d

Street; 1506 and 1511 South Still man

Street; 1519, 1527, and 1529 South Taney

Street; 1702 South 20th Street; 1419

South 22nd Street; 1230 and 1303 South

23rd Street located in the 2nd
Council manic District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Chair again recogni zes Counci |l man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
Council President. | nove for the
adopti on of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

been noved and properly seconded.

The

you,

It's

Al'l in favor indicate by saying

aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

ayes have it, and that resolution is

The

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 12/ 2023

80

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

10/ 12/ 23 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

adopt ed.

M. Decker, 230686.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 1811, 2114 and 2123 Fernon
Street, 1930 and 1932 Norwood Street,
1629, 1642, 1648 and 1652 Poi nt Breeze
Avenue, 1824 South 20th Street, 1835
South 22nd Street located in the 2nd
Counci |l manic District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Counci |
President, that's that turnkey affordable
housi ng wor ki ng.

| nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it and the key has been turned.
That resol ution has been adopted. Thank
you very much.

M. Decker, do you have any
additional -- oh, I'"'msorry. 230694.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zing a "Joint Task Force on Gty
Flag Reforn to reexam ne and recomrend a
process to reformthe flag of the Gty of
Phi |l adel phia in line with vexill ol ogi cal
conventions and an aimto pronote Cvic
Pri de.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Councilman Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al'l in favor indicate by saying
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aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution has
been adopt ed.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Johnson agai n.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Counci | President.

I want to thank ny coll eagues
Counci | renbers JimHarrity and
Counci | mrenber Driscoll regarding their
forwar d-t hi nki ng approach in making sure
we' re | ooking at diversity and inclusion
as it relates to the Cty of Phil adel phia
flag that represents everyone. And so |
want to thank you. Maybe sone peopl e of
color, alittle brown on that flag wll
put in a couple of the diversity of the
City of Brotherly Love and Sisterly

Affection. So thank you two for bringing
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forward thinking on this topic.

Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Council man.

The Chair recogni zes Counci | man
Squi I | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President.

| have a different approach on
the flag as being the first ever City
flag in the country as a historic flag,
and | think we need to be very careful
when we | ook at this and as we're going
forward with it to be conscious of having
the flag that represents the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Yes, it was done a |ong
time ago. It was the first ever flag to
represent a city. And, you know,
under standi ng that tines have changed,
but it doesn't nean we have to change
everything through history to present a
di fferent approach.

So | just want to nmake sure we

caution as we do this, but have all
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voi ces heard in the process so that we
can |l ook at both the history of our
country, to nake sure we still protect
that, but al so understand the nuances of
where we are today.

So thank you for that.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci |l man.

M. Decker, 230696.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
recogni zi ng and honoring Phil adel phia's
Reverend Melvin Floyd, by renam ng the
5200 bl ock of Wayne Avenue, "Reverend
Mel vin Floyd Way" to honor the life and
| egacy of Reverend Fl oyd, Founder and
Past or of Agape Christian Chapel and the
Nei ghbor hood Crusades, | ncor porated,
where he tirelessly worked to prevent
gang vi ol ence cityw de and since 1970,
successfully reaching youth and famlies
for over 40 years.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l woman Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank you,
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M. President. | nove for the adoption
of this resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al'l in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The resolution is adopted.

M . Decker, do you now have any
addi tional resol utions?

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut horizing the Commttee on Education to
hol d hearings concerning the practice of
“l eveling" and its inpact on students and
teachers in the School District of

Phi | adel phia, especially follow ng the
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| earni ng | oss caused by the COVI D 19
pandeni c, introduced today by
Counci | woman G | nore R chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Councilwonman G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Council President. On behalf of all
the children in the Phil adel phia public
school system | call for the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al'l in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is

adopt ed.
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( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
desi gnat ed Thursday, October 12, 2023 as
“Children's Environnental Health Day" in
the Gty of Philadel phia, and recogni zi ng
the inportance of clean air and water,
safe food and consuner products, healthy
environnents and a stable climate to
children's health and devel opnent,

i ntroduced today by Council wonman
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her resolutions on the Final Passage
Cal endar, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very nuch.

That concl udes our Cal endar for
t oday.

Any speeches on behal f of the
mnority?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Speeches on behalf of the mpjority?

The Chair recogni zes Counci | man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President.

| was on ny way up to the
street renam ng for John Wite Saturday

and | was struck by over 250, | estinate,
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protesters outside of the State Police
Barracks, and it was in reference to
Ant hony Allegrini. And he was a young
man that was shot by State Police under
| -95 because he m ght have been, m ght
have been, m ght have been involved with
auto racing and stuff |ike that.

There's a thing called
proportionality, and what that neans
basically is the punishnment should fit
the crinme. 1've sped on city streets,
but 1'mhere to talk about it because |
wasn't shot to death. 1'm here because |
was able to grow out of that phase of ny
life.

What struck nme about this
protest, it was 200 Angl o- Saxon, seened
to be, Anericans, white folks. And what
struck nme over ny head was that justice
shoul d know no color. And it is
| aughabl e at tinmes, but what isn't funny
is the fact that that young nan had a
not her who shed tears over her son's

body. She'll never get to see him
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married, never get grand-kids. He was
18 years ol d.

But what does that have in
common with Eddie Irizarry or Ceorge
Fl oyd? They all have nothers too that
cried over their child s body. And the
Interesting thing, no matter whether it's
Bl ack, brown or white, the salt content
in a nother's tears is the sanme, and that
we have our work to do.

There's sone good news. The
Ctizens Police Oversight Conmittee that
does not cover state troopers has been
doi ng good work, has been getting the
casel oads down, has been noving the
process along to get better, accurate
deci si ons.

The bad news is that we stil
are going to have to face these kinds of
untinely deaths in the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, whether it's at the state
|l evel or the City level. So we in these
Chanbers have to continue to keep people

accountable for their actions.
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Now, keep in mnd, | go to many
police graduations. | speak to the
cadets up there. Crimnal justice reform

does not have to fly in the face of

public safety. [It's not an "or." It's
an "and." W have to wal k and chew gum
and do it at the sane doggone tine.

W got to hold people
account abl e and we have to hold -- when |
say "people,” |I nmean those people in blue

and those people who are |like nme and you.
One set of rules, irrespective of color,
irrespective of race, but we got to do it
better, because what the reaction is is
what we saw i n those uprisings throughout
the Gty of Philadel phia after each of
t hese inci dences.

So we got to do it better. W
got to get it right.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci |l man.

The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man

Thonas.
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COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Good
af t ernoon now.

Very briefly, Council
President. | just want to, on behalf of
Council as Chair of the Education
Commttee, | just want to state ny
concern about the recent announcenent of
the closing of Math, Civics, and Science
Charter School and just |let the young
people and the famlies know that we're
aware of what's going on. W stand with
t he young peopl e.

The young people staged a
wal kout out of the school. They've been
very active in their advocacy as it
relates to what they want to see and
what's best for them and | just want to
acknow edge the organizing effort that's
t aki ng pl ace.

I f fol ks renenber, we worked
wi th young people on the Enough is Enough
canpai gn when young peopl e was doi ng a
| ot of the advocacy in fighting against

the violence that we see in the Cty of
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Phi | adel phi a, but one of the | eaders of
t he Enough i s Enough canpaign is a forner
intern of mne naned Kayl a, who spent a
lot of time wwth us in Gty Council this
past summer, and she's a junior at Math,
Cvics, and Science and she's a part of
the organi zing effort right now to nake
sure that students and famlies will |and
in a way that's copacetic for everyone
I nvol ved.

So as Chair of the Education
Commttee, | just want to acknow edge
what those young peopl e are going
t hrough, the level of uncertainty that
exi sts right now and, nore inportantly,
to let them know that nyself and ot her
nmenbers of City Council stand with them
and their famlies to try to help figure
out this unfortunate situation.

Thank you, Council President.

Thank you, coll eagues.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, Council man.

That concl udes our speeches on
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behal f of the mnority and the majority,
and with that, the Chair recognizes
Councilman Squilla for a notion to
adj our n.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, October 19th,
2023 at 10: 00 a. m

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. [It's been noved and properly
seconded that Council stand adjourned
until Thursday, Cctober 19, 2023, 10:00
a.m

Al'l in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
notion carries.

(Stated Meeting adj ourned at
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