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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Good norning. | now note that the
hour has cone.

Ms. McDonald, will you
pl ease call the roll to take
attendance. Menbers that are in
attendance, will you pl ease
i ndi cate that you are present when
your nane is call ed.

THE CLERK:

Counci | renber G | nore Ri chardson.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:

Counci | mrenber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Present.

THE CLERK:

Counci | mrenber Jones.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | worman
Gaut hi er.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
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Counci | renber Phillips.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

Present .

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Present.

THE CLERK: Chair
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present. Thank you. A quorum of
the Conmittee is present and this
hearing is now called to order.
This is the public hearing of the
Comm ttee on Licenses and
I nspections regarding Bill No.
240430 and Bill No. 240665.

Ms. McDonal d, woul d you
pl ease read the title of the bill

THE CLERK: Bill No.
240430, anendi ng vari ous provi sions
of The Phil adel phia Code to
aut hori ze revisions of various fees

by regul ation, including |license
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and permt fees under Subcode "A"
(The Phil adel phia Adm nistrative
Code); license fees for food
establ i shnents under Title 6
(Health Code); license and permts
under Title 9 (Regul ation of
Busi nesses, Trades and
Prof essions); license under Section
10-722 (Use of Dunpsters); license
under Section 11-610 (Construction
Equi pnent); and |icense under
Chapter 19-600 (Anmusenent Tax); all
under certain ternms and conditions.
And Bill No. 240665,
anmending Title 10 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
"Regul ati on of Individual Conduct

and Activity," by adding a new
chapt er concerning vehicul ar nobile
service providers and providing for
penalties, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Ms. McDonald, will you please cal
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the first panel we have to testify
this norning on Bill No. 240430.

THE CLERK: Sar ah Adano.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Mor ni ng, Sarah. Pl ease state your
nanme for the record and proceed
wi th your testinony.

M5, ADAMO  Good
nmor ni ng, Chairperson Driscoll and
menbers on the Licenses and
I nspections Cormittee. M nane is
Sarah Adano and |'mthe Legislative
Affairs Manager of the Departnent
of Licenses and | nspections. Today
I'"'mhere to provide testinony on
Bill No. 240430, introduced by
Counci | mrenber Driscoll for Council
Presi dent Johnson which, if
enacted, will anend vari ous
provi sions of The Phil adel phi a Code
to authorize revisions of various

fees by regul ation, including
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license and permt fees under
Subcode "A," (The Phil adel phi a

Adm ni strative Code), |icense fees
for food establishnments under Title
6 (Health Code); license and
permts under Title 9 (Regulation

of Buil ding Trades and

Prof essions); |license under --
sorry, license under Section 10-722
(Use of Dunpsters); license under

Section 11-610 (Construction
Equi pnent); and |icense under
Chapter 19-600 (Amusenent Tax); all
under certain terns and conditions.
Since Bill No. 170165
was enacted in 2017, L& has been
aut hori zed to revise by regul ation,
permt and |icense fees under the
follow ng conditions: The fee
shal | be based upon the cost to
adm ni ster and enforce the
appl i cabl e prograns and services
and no fee shall be increased to an

anount higher than the fee as it
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existed on July 1, 2017, multiplied
by the Consuner Price |ndex, CP
mul tiplier.

Since 2017 L& has
aut hori zed these code provisions to
I ncrease fees based on increased
operational costs and the CPI
mul tiplier. However, fees
established after July 1, 2017 are
not able to be increased in the
sane manner. |f enacted, this
| egi sl ati on woul d add the sane
provi sions to fees that were
established after July 1, 2017 and
fees established before July 1,
2017, that were inadvertently
omtted fromthe previous
| egi sl ati on.

This legislation w |
create a nore uniform and
predi ctable nethod for all permts
and license fee increases. It is
al so inportant to note that passing

and enacting this legislation wll
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not imediately result in the

nodi fication of permt and |license
fees. Fees will only be increased
after appropriate analysis is
performed and associ at ed
regul ati ons are promnul gat ed.

The Departnent is
supportive of this |egislation.
Thank you for the opportunity to
provide the testinony for the
Depart nent of Licenses and
I nspections. |'m happy to answer
gquestions at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, Sarah.

| would like to note the
presence of Council nmenber Jam e
Gaut hier who joined us this
norni ng. Good norni ng,
Counci | menber.

This is inportant
| egislation and | was happy to
introduce it on behalf of Council

President. Getting sonme uniformty
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into this and predictability I
think is really inportant. And |I'd
like to ask if any of our
Counci | people would like to nake a
comment ?

| recognize
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Sarah. How are you this
nmor ni ng?

M5. ADAMO | ' m good.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Good, good. Thank you. Just sone
qui ck questions that can help the
publ i ¢ understand what's about to
transpire. So | want to be hel pful
here. Could you provide exanpl es
specifically or in terns of
prograns or services that would
benefit fromthis fee adjustnent
aut hori zed by this |egislation,
| i ke how -- there you go?

V5. ADAMO Sur e. So
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currently all of the permts and
licenses that L& issues that the
fee was established prior to 2017,
we al ready have the authority to do
t hese increases. What this
| egi sl ati on would do is take sone
of the nore recent fees and ones
that were inadvertently omtted
fromthe last |egislation such as
dunpster fees and it puts theminto
t he sanme bucket as the other ones.
So when we do our fee
I ncreases, we'll analyze how nuch
our cost to adm nister the services
has gone up and we'll conpare that
to CPl nultiplier. W'IIl take the
| esser of those two things, whether
it's the price index or our cost to
adm ni ster, whi chever one's | ower,
and we will increase our fees
across the board evenly. So this
way we're not increasing sone fees
one way and sone fees another way.

This way it's all uniform across
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t he board.

And like | also
mentioned in the testinony, which I
think is inportant to reiterate,
this bill itself doesn't increase
the fees. W still need to go
t hrough the regul ati on process to
do that, so there still is
transparency to the public before
t hese fees are increased.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you. And just two quick
guestions. One, | want to thank
the Chairman. He's absolutely
right, this is a really inportant
pi ece legation for our city. |
just want to al so understand so our
city understands that -- |I'm
conpletely aware this transparency
is really inportant as you just
menti oned. How does the depart nent
plan to ensure transparency and
publ i ¢ engagenent during the

anal ysis and regul atory process for
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adjusting fees under this
| egi sl ati on?

M5. ADAMO  So they go
t hrough the regul ati on process. W
do an anal ysis. But when our
regul ati ons are posted, there is a
30-day period where a hearing can
be requested. |In the past that
hasn't happened. Most of the tine
when we go through this regulation
process we don't have heari ngs
requested, but we also put this
i nformati on on our newsletter, on
our website, so there are different
ways that the public would be aware
that the fees are increasing.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
kay. And are you taking steps to
ensure that the fees remain
affordable for small busi nesses?

M5. ADAMO. Qur fees, so
the way that this would work is
that they're pretty nuch in line

with the CPI multiplier, so if
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there's inflation across the board,
it also applies to us. But also,
our fees can never be nore than the
cost to adm nister the service. So
we're not working at a profit here.
We're only covering the cost that
it takes to actually process your
permt to do inspections, that type
of thing. So our fees can't be
exor bi tant.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Al right.

Thank you, Chairman
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Counci | menber Phillips, that was
i nsightful. Thank you for that.

Heari ng no further
guestions fromour Commttee up
here, Ms. Adano, thank you for your
testi nony.

M5. ADAMO.  Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: W

wll nowcall witnesses on Bill No.
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240665.

Ms. McDonald, will you
pl ease call the first panel we have
to testify this norning on Bill No.
240665.

THE CLERK:  Frank
Frankl i n.

(Wt ness approached
Wtness table.)

DR. FRANKLI N. Good
nmorni ng, Chair Driscoll, Vice-Chair
Squilla and nenbers of the
Conm ttee on Licenses and
| nspections. M nane is Dr. Frank
Franklin. 1'mthe InterimHealth
Commi ssi oner of the Phil adel phia
Departnent of Public Health. Thank
you for the opportunity to testify
regarding Bill No. 240665,

i ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Lozada.

The bill proposes
restrictions on the |ocations where
vehi cul ar nobil e service providers

can operate within the 7th Counci
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District. These providers would be
prohi bited from operating on
residential blocks. PDPH or the
Phi | adel phi a Departnent of Public
Heal t h recogni zes that the
residents of the 7th District are
exposed daily to harrow ng
conditions related to the opioid
crisis.
We appreciate the
di al ogue initiated by Council menber
Lozada's office with PDPH to
address the inmpact of these
condi tions on her constituents.
The definition of vehicular nobile
servi ce providers includes vehicles
from whi ch nedi cal and soci al
servi ce professionals provide care
to individuals with opioid use
di sorder and ot her nedical issues.
PDPH provi des technica
assi stance to nobile health care
provi ders operating in the 7th

District. W support their work to
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nedi cally stabilize people,
i ncl udi ng those experiencing the
effects of fentanyl use who need
wound care and prescriptions for
nmedi cati ons for opioid use
di sorder. PDPH al so supports the
stated goals of this bill, which
are reducing the accunul ati on of
wast e and hazardous materials from
vehi cul ar service providers,
reduci ng nui sance behavi or
associ ated with the congregation of
peopl e receiving services from
nobi | e provi ders and preventing
traumati zation of children in the
nei ghbor hood.

We wel cone conti nued
di al ogue to ensure that Bill No.
240665 achi eves these goals. As
witten, the bill will be difficult
to enforce in a way that achieves
these goals. | would be happy to
answer any questions that you may

have at this time. Thank you.
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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you for your testinony,

Doct or.

We do have the maker of
the bill here | think that wants to
I nt errogate.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Yeah. Thank you, M. Chair. |
just wanted to nmake brief renarks.

Thank you, Conm ssi oner
Franklin. Thank you to all of you
who are here today. Mobile service
providers play a critical role in
delivering the nmuch-needed support
to individual s experiencing
honel essness and addi ction. Their
efforts have undoubtedly provided
relief to some of the nost
vul nerabl e nenbers of our
conmuni ty.

However, the way many of
t hese services currently operate
has had uni ntended and deeply

concerning inpacts on the quality
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of life in the communities where
they conduct their work. Their
presence often results in excessive
litter, |arge unmanageabl e crowds
and disruption to everyday life.
These problens are not confined to
one area. They occur in front of
homes, schools and on public

si dewal ks creating concerns and
straining the resources of both
residents and | ocal offices and

| ocal officials.

I n some cases these
provi ders are operating w thout the
proper licensing, further
conplicating efforts to ensure
their services are delivered in a
way that respect both their clients
and t he nei ghbor hoods where they
operate. This has been an ongoi ng
concern that is a product of the
m smanagenent of the opioid crisis.

Today you will hear

stories fromthe residents who have
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experi enced the consequences of

I nadequat e oversight. Their

experi ences underscore the urgent
need for action. An underlying
common theme of their testinonies
is that this does not happen in

ot her nei ghbor hoods so why does is
it allowed in theirs.

This isn't about denying
critical services to those who need
them [It's about making sure that
these services are provided in a
responsi bl e, sustai nabl e,
coordi nat ed manner that consider
t he needs of everyone involved.

The | ack of oversight and cl ear

gui del i nes has created a fractured
rel ati onship between the service
provi ders and the comrunities they
serve.

Resi dents remain
unheard, overwhel med and frustrated
by the | ack of comunication and

accountability fromthese
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organi zations and the dangers and
the trauma they have to live

t hrough. W can and nust do
better. This legislation we wll
consider today is one step in
providing the regulation that is
needed.

These two bills wll
ensure the proper disposal of waste
and limt disruptions to public
spaces. These changes are
necessary to rebuild trust and
create a framework where life-
savi ng services can coexi st and
thrive in the communiti es.

In these chanbers we are
here to do the people's work. |
remenber or | look forward to
wor ki ng today with each of ny
col | eagues to ensure that the
peopl e we hear fromtoday are able
to live with dignity and standards
just as residents fromthe

nei ghbor hoods they serve.
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| just want to be sure
that we understand or that everyone
here understands that the goal is
not to end nobil e provider
services. W understand that
they're life-saving services. W
recogni ze that the work is
absol utely necessary in order to
conti nue to have conversations with
t he individuals who cone to receive
servi ces.

The goal of this bill is
to ensure that we are not
di srupting the day-to-day |ives of
t he people on residential blocks.
W often hear that when these
services are being provided on
residential blocks it causes
residents to have to fight people
off of their steps, right. It
causes themto have to fight for
par ki ng spaces. It causes themto
have to put up with the excessive

anount of litter that is |eft
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behi nd.

And so, | just wanted to
make sure that |I'mcl ear about
that, right. | think that we have
tal ked for a long tine about
coordi nated services. |In 2022 when
| arrived here, | attended a
neeting on behal f of Council nmenber
Squilla where there was a
commtnent by the City of
Phi | adel phia and the Adm nistration
that we woul d coordi nate nobile
services, that we would do the
necessary work to nake sure that
these services were provided in a
way that was responsible.

And here we are 2024
al nrost 2025 and we still have not
done what we commtted to the
peopl e, which was to work towards
coordinating services in a way that
didn't disrupt quality of life.
And so, | hope that this bill puts

us on the path to being able to
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coordi nate those services in a way
t hat people feel both the dignity
of those receiving services are
respected as well as those who live
there. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, Council nenber Lozada.
And | know it's not a |ack of
conpassion. |'ve been working

al ongsi de you down there. These

are not inconpatible. | think we
can do both. | think it needs to
be orderly. | think it has to be

regulated. So this is the
begi nning today. Let's just get
this out there. Let's have a
robust conversation. Let's get it
right.
| do note that
Counci | menber Phillips has a
question for the maker of the bill.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Councilwoman Lozada, for

wor king on this for your District.
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It appears to be a serious concern.
And | just want to ask you can you
descri be for the public who's
listening how this is inpacting --
exanpl es of how this is inpacting
residents, things that people have
said and they've seen and they've
come to you about in terns of
nobi | e services being near their
steps and so forth?

COUNCI L\WOVAN LOZADA:
Yeah. Thank you, Council nmenber.
In your packet there are sone
phot os that have been shared with
us in the office around what people
have to go through. W've received
calls fromnultiple people about,
listen, there's nobile providers on
nmy bl ock. There are people on ny
steps. | can't get ny kids in and
out of school. 1've asked people
to nove nmultiple tines.

The i ndi vi dual obviously

is incoherent and he won't nobve,
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right. Howdo I get ny kids in
wi t hout causing any further harmto
this individual, right, because it
gets to the point where people are
so frustrated that they feel |ike
they have to start sone kind of a
fight.

In sone of those photos
we have a facility that is for
low -- it's lowinconme housing and
I ndividual s are afraid to cone out
of there, right. And nost of the
people that live there are seniors.
And so, they struggle with being
able to cone out to go to the
doctor, to just do their basic
chores, right, or travel, grocery
shopping. They can't cone through
because they have to go through
these long Iines or they have to
ask people to nove out of the way
before they're able to go to and
from doctors' appointnents,

super markets or worKk.
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The kids, right, we've
heard nultiple tinmes from sone of
our kids in the area that they are
afraid to conme to and from school
because of the lines or just
because of the activity that's
happening there. So it really
depends on where we are and what
the stories are, but the stories
are all the same, right.

We don't want to go or
we shoul dn't have to go through al
of this in order to have basic
quality of life or just go through
our day-to-day.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Councilwoman. |'m
| ooki ng at these photos right now
and | wish the public can see these
photos of what it |ooks |ike, and
it is pretty disturbing. | wll
tell you that if you lived near
this, you' d probably be at a point

of disgust too. So | want to thank
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you, Councilwoman, for addressing
t he needs of the District.

Thank you, Chairman.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you.

Doctor, before you
| eave, any questions from any of
t he Counci | nenber s?

Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. Chairnman.

And this is nmy first
neeting with the L& Conmttee.
Thank you for your grace and
allowing ne to join --

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Vel cone.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you very nuch and --

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

(1 naudi bl e).

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:

Yeah, this is ny first tinme. Yes,

i ndeed. And bl essings to you,
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Counci | renber Lozada, as wel|.

M. Conm ssi oner,
bl essings to you. Thank you for
being here with us. Can you
provide with us an overview of the
types of services and goods that
are provided by the vehicul ar
nobi l e service providers in the
city?

DR FRANKLIN:. That' ||
be a yes and a no, right. So | can
gi ve you an overvi ew of the
services that are provi ded anong
the individuals or those nobile
health care providers that we could
provi de technical assistance to.
As the Health Departnent, sone of
our partners sone of the services
t hey provide could be wound care,
coul d al so be connecting
i ndi viduals to treatnent,
connecting individuals to
prescriptions for nedically-

assisted treatnent who are
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experienci ng opioid use disorder.

There are al so anong the
ot her providers when we say nobile
service providers, that includes a
broad array of people or broad
array of providers. Fromwhat |
understand, and | don't have
firsthand know edge, but sone of
the other providers may provide
t hi ngs as bl ankets, food or any
other itens that they feel that
this popul ati on may need or may be
hel pful in their journey towards
recovery.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
You nentioned that the Gty
provi des technical assistance to
nobi | e health care providers. Wy
does the City find their work in
particul ar valuable? And is there
evi dence that suggests that these
met hods of care delivery are
effective?

DR FRANKLIN:  We find
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It val uabl e because nost of this
wor k, al t hough providing acute
medi cal care services in many

I nstances, it also operates as a
tool for comunity outreach and
connecting individuals to the
services they need at that nonent
or those acute care needs but al so
novi ng i ndividuals into treatnent,
t hose treatnent services that they
desire.

There is evidence that
services such as this or any other
type of harmreduction services as
well as an array of outreach
strategies inprove individual's
out cones for dealing with and
managi ng opi oi d use di sorder.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
You said inprove --

DR FRANKLI N: | nproves
out conmes, yes.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:

Wiy do you believe that the bil
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will be difficult then to inplenent
and enforce?

DR FRANKLIN: | think
the chal l enge cones into play where
a lot of the definitional scope or
some of the definitions within the
current bill or the bill as it's
presented nmakes it difficult to
execute and if it's difficult to
execute, it's difficult to enforce.
There's sone anbiguity in sone of
the definitions, so that's where
the chal |l enge cones into play.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Ckay. The restrictions inposed by
this bill will appear to nake it,
as you pointed out, already
extrenely difficult for service
providers to determ ne where they
are legally allowed to operate.
WIIl the Cty provide any resources
to help providers determ ne
| ocations that are conpliant with

this legislation?
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DR FRANKLI N  After
tal king with sone of ny partners
across other departnents as well as
sone of the nobile providers that
we work with or provide technical
assi stance, they're all in
agreenent and open to supporting --

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
You said they're in agreenent?

DR. FRANKLIN: They're
I n agreenent or they're open to
havi ng the conversations -- the
departnent and the providers that
we work with actually are in line
wi th Counci | nenber Lozada's bi l
and her understandi ng of the
problens that it may cause for
day-to-day |life for individuals who
live in the community. So they're
open to working wth Council nenber
Lozada. They're open to worKking
with the Health Departnent to sort
of how can we devel op a consensus

and the best way to execute this so
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two things can coexist, if that
answers your question. [|'m not
sure if | --

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: |t
does enough. Thank you very nuch,
M. Comm ssioner. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, Council menber.

And I'd like to
recogni ze Counci |l nenber Jam e
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LVWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Good norning, Dr. Franklin.

DR, FRANKLIN. Good
norning. So we heard from
Counci | mrenber Lozada on her
perspective of sort of the request
that she's made of the
Adm ni stration and not really
seeing results. But | wanted to
hear that from your perspective.
Can you talk a little bit about --
and | know some of this predated

you. But can you talk a little bit
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about how the Admn has tried to or
If the Admn has tried to neet sone
of the Council nenber's requests
over the last two years and what

t hat has | ooked |ike?

And additionally, |
definitely understand your conments
around the bill being hard to
enforce or your opinion on that.

Is there sonmething that the Admn
would like to do instead? Are you
of fering up sonething instead of
the bill? And if, so can you
expound on what that woul d | ook

li ke?

DR. FRANKLI N:  Thank you
for the two questions. |'ll speak
to the fornmer question first. |
think it would be a m sstep or
woul dn't be prudent for nme to try
to specul ate on what was done
predated to ne. So | would
respectfully prefer not to engage

i n that dial ogue.
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COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
But you all understand that's why
we're here, right?

DR FRANKLIN | do, |
absolutely do. | absolutely do.
But |'ve been around | ong enough to
under stand al t hough this predates
nme, it doesn't change the nerit to
Counci | mrenber Lozada's concerns so
| have -- so we're fine with that.
What we have offered up as the
Heal t h Departnent -- and agai n,
this bill as it's introduced
I nplicates other departnents as
well, but I'Il let those other
departnents speak for thensel ves.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
kay.

DR FRANKLIN: As the
Heal t h Departnment, we have spoken
wi th our nobile nedical providers.
W' ve al so connected themw th the
| egi sl ative representative or,

what's the position call ed,
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Legislative Director for
Counci | mrenber Lozada's office to
speak with our nobile providers or
our nobile health care providers.
W' ve offered to sort of coordinate
with them

|'ve had frank and
candi d conversations with them
explicitly asking would they be in
agreenent, would they be open to
havi ng t he Heal th Departnent have
nmore of a direct hand in
coordi nating these providers as
wel | as considering sone way to
permt or provide a permtting
opportunity, just a permt that
verifies that these providers are
licensed by the state and they are
|l egitimate providers or "less of or
not a bad actor."

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
When did these conversations start?
WAs this in response to the

Counci | menber introducing the bil
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or did these conversations around
coordi nation start beforehand? And
t hen have you thought about sone of
what -- | understand that you're
asking for conversations and you're
asking people if they would be
willing to coordinate. But have
you t hought sort of tactically
about what that could | ook |ike on
t he grounds that could maybe
all eviate sone of the concerns
bei ng addressed today?

DR FRANKLIN: | think
t he conversations probably started
after Council nenber Lozada's bil
given to when | stepped into this
role, right, technically the bil
had been introduced. But prior to
t hese hearings, we have gotten
ot her conpl aints and have heard
ot her concerns, so it has been a
priority for the Health Departnent
prior to us getting to this point,

but not specifically prior to
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per haps when the bill was
I ntroduced.

And your second question
I's have we thought about --

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
| understand that you have nade
yoursel f available, right, to the
Counci | woman' s Legi sl ative
Director. | understand that you
said that you've asked the nobile
units if they're wlling to
coordi nate and sit down at the
table. | think that's a good
t hi ng.

| " m aski ng since you al
do this work on a routine basis and
kind of oversee this work, have you
t hought beyond the conversation
tactically what does this | ook
like? Does it |ook Iike maybe the
Public Health Departnent getting
the Streets Departnent to trai
behi nd sonme of the services so we

don't have sort of the trash
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situation? Does it |ook |ike
havi ng fol ks out there at certain
tinmes?

" m guessing that the
Heal t h Departnent has enough of an
overvi ew of this work beyond
offering up a conversation. You
coul d of fer up specifics about how
you m ght address sone of the
Counci | mrenber' s concerns.

DR. FRANKLIN: | believe
the nost specific thing that we've
offered up or put on the table for
consideration is sone type of
permtting schenme. However, the
| ogi stics or the procedures beyond
t hat becones difficult to sort of
specul ate on because of the
anmbiguity of the bill

So one concrete thing
that we've offered up as a
departnent is sone type of
permtting schenme to see what that

woul d | ook like in conjunction with
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conversati ons across our other
departnents in the city that are
also inplicated by this bill. Does
t hat nmake sense or --

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
To a degree. Sonetinmes | think
that we land in these situations
where we're kind of at a
| egi sl ative i npasse where they're
not effective conversations
happeni ng just outside of this
arena. | would want to see Health
and L& and others cone to the
table with sonmething to address the
concerns if you don't like the
bill. But | think that you' ve
answered to the best of your
ability. Thank you.

DR, FRANKLI N:  Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Can | have a point of information,
M. Chair?

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
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(Gestured).

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: So
| just wanted to respond | think to
bot h Counci | nenbers O Rour ke and
Gauthier. | just wanted to put on
the record that we have started to
have conversation with the
Adm ni stration about possible
| ocati ons of where we could nove
sonme of the providers to -- we're
| ooking in coordination with the
Adm ni stration and the conmmunity to
figure out what we woul d consi der
safe spaces for individuals to be
abl e to receive these services as
well as we started the conversation
about having sone nobile providers
be in the community but not all in
the sane | ocation, right.

So if we're doing wound
care on the southern end, nmaybe we
can have wound care on the northern
end. If we're having a food

provi der, nmaybe have one in the
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m ddl e somewhere. | think that the
probl emthat we have had
consistently is that we can have
three nobile care units in one
specific area and it just draws
everybody to that space.

Oiginally when |
attended the nmeeting for
Counci | menber Squilla in 2022 the
conversation was supposed to be
about the Adm nistration getting
everyone who was actually providing
t hese services, getting data on who
they were, what type of service
they were providi ng, whether they
were officially licensed or
permtted or not, right, and what
days were they | ooking to provide
t hese services, so that once we
gathered all the information we
could figure out a schedule, right.
That's what we thought we coul d do.

Unfortunately, because

that didn't happen after nultiple
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requests, we needed to push

| egislation that wll now force
everyone to be able to coordinate
the services where, yes, they're
bei ng provided but they're not all
bei ng provided on Ruth Street,
they're not all being provided on
Sonerset, on Kensington, on

Boudi not Street, right.

They're separated in a
way where people know | can go here
on Wednesday to this |ocation or
this [ocation or sonewhere in the
mddle and |'mgoing to be able to
provi de these services or |'m going
to get services but food providers
al so cone to foll ow or sonebody
comes with clothes. So the goal is
to kind of spread themout in a way
where they're not inpacting one
speci fi ¢ nei ghborhood, they're not
forcing people to have to travel
out side of their nei ghborhood to be

able to go do their necessary
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day-t o-day work.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:

M. Chairman, can | ask a question?

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
(Gestured).

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Menber Lozada, you said after
mul tiple requests, requests to who
just for clarity for ne?

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:

What was that?

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:

You said after nultiple requests
you decided to proceed forward with
| egi sl ation. Who were the requests
to?

COUNCI LWOVAN LCQZADA: W
were requesting themto the Opioid
Response Unit, Noelle Foizen and
Keli is her nane. | don't know
Keli's last nane -- MVoit.

DR. FRANKLI N: MLoyd.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Poi nt of information. The Opioid
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Response Unit was who we were
nmeeting with at the tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

Yes. But we've also had
conversations with people like the
Heal t h Departnent, we've had
conversations with L&, we've had
conversations with just the MDO in
general, right. W've had multiple
conversations. This is sonething
that we've been trying to figure
out for along tinme. | think we're
in a better place right now as a
result of us putting the bill on
the fl oor because now we know we're
going to have to legislate it,
right.

It's unfortunate, but
we're going to have to legislate it
in a way that we're nmaking sure
that there is structure and that
there's order and that there's
respect to the nei ghborhood that

they're in, because we've heard
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fromnultiple providers that have
said that they provide services
differently in the Kensington,
Harrowgate community than they do

i n other nei ghborhoods. And they
don't even have to say it. W can
see it ourselves, right. Community
residents see the way services are
delivered i n our nei ghborhood as
opposed to ot hers.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Ckay. Well, hearing no further
questions for this panel, thank you
for your testinony.

Ms. McDonal d, would you
pl ease call the second panel we
have to testify this norning --

DR, FRANKLI N:  Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: - -
on Bill No. 240665.

THE CLERK: Roberto
Rodri guez.

(Wtness approached
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Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Good norning. Please state your
name for the record and proceed
wi th your testinony.

MR, EVANS:. (Good norni ng
to the chanbers. Good norning to
Counci | renbers. M nane is Robert
Evans and | came to speak about the
Bill 240665 about nobile providers.
My nane -- |'ma resident of
Kensi ngt on community and at the
same tine | work as a Commerci a
Corridor Manager for |npact
Servi ces CDC

|"'m here today to
advocate for small businesses that
are deeply concerned about the
state of our community. Wile |
recogni ze the good intention behind
di stributing food and ot her goods
to those in need, the reality is
that these practices have been

devast ati ng consequences to our
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nei ghbor hood.

The food and the goods
often becane waste, creating litter
that attract rats to our
envi ronment and exacerbating the
already difficult condition in
Kensi ngton. Mich of the assistance
provider is not utilizing acts
i ntended, leading to tons of trash
accumul ating on our streets w thout
ever bei ng picked up.

Thi s waste cause serious
public health hazard for
conplicating the challenge we face
due to the open air drug market,
and its associ ated issue,

I ndi vi dual s openly use drugs,

inject themin plain sight and nore
even defecate on the sidewal k,
living in unsanitary conditions.

Children wal k to the
school , encounter scenes not
children shoul d even have to

wi tness, while fam |y and busi ness
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owners i nsurance those (inaudible)
every day. |It's a heartbreaking
reality that the comunity should
not have to face. The Kensi ngton
communi ty has been grappling with

t hose problens for a long tine, and
we need effective solutions |ike
Bill 240665 to address those issues
rat her than tenporary fixes and

wor sen the situation.

Bill 240665 is not about
denyi ng assi stance to those in
need. It is about restoring
dignity to our neighborhood. This
proposal can help us restore order
and cleanliness to our streets. It
represents an inportant step toward
recl ai m ng Kensington as a pl ace
where famlies and small businesses
can thrive. Children can grow up
safely and residents can take pride
i n their nei ghborhood agai n.

| urge you to support

Counci | woman Lozada's proposed bil
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as a critical step toward
recl ai m ng our Kensington conmunity
and protecting the health and wel |l -
being of all our residents,
fam lies, businesses and especially
our children. Thank you so nuch
for your attention and allow ng ne
to speak about today. |If you have
any questions.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Yes, we do. Thank you for your
testi nony.

l"d like to first
recogni ze Counci |l menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS: |
just want to thank you so nuch for
your testinony. | want to read you
a statenment that | found quite
conpel ling from Roxy Rivera of the
Sonerset Nei ghbors for a Better
Living, and I want to get your
perspective on it because | think
it kind of is in concert to what

you just said.
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She notes in this
letter -- which is by the way well -
t hought-out and witten -- she
wites, Hundreds of thousands of
addi ct ed people are floodi ng our
sidewal ks in front of our houses.
They are conpeting drug deal ers
flocking with the providers to
target these locations. There are
houses and residential blocks being
l[ittered with trash, food, hunan
waste. There's w despread
predat ory practi ces.

And she goes on to say
that with providers flooding the
streets about six to seven days a
week nmultiple tines a day, the
poorest of the poor Bl ack and Brown
children in our community watch out
of their about 64 w ndows of their
bui | di ngs as hundreds of unhoused
and addi cted people are flooding
the street shooting up drugs into

peopl e' s necks and | egs and ot her
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pl aces.

The last thing that |
t hought was really interesting that
she noted and I'll end here, she
said, Howis it that Fishtown can
enact legislation to get rid of
food trucks in certain |ocations
but Kensi ngton residents can't have
a voi ce on whether or not trucks
wi th needl es, crack pipes, nobile
showers can park in front of their
houses and invite hundreds of
people to their block, howis it
t hat Kensington residents are
deni ed bl ock party permts but
nobi | e provi ders can have bl ock
parties on their streets every day?
And she says it's about tine that
peopl e start to recogni ze that real
people live and work in Kensington
and that we deserve the sane basic
quality of life afforded to any
ot her taxpaying community in

Phi | adel phia. W recognize that no
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one has an absol ute power to end
the crisis and many theories and
treat ments have been i npl enent ed.
However, it cannot be at the
expense of those who |ive and work
and play here.

When you hear that, what
are your thoughts in terns of is
that sonething that's translating
into the business community as
wel | ?

MR. EVANS: Since | cane
to the community about five, siXx
years ago, this is the daily basis.
W see a lot of challenges. W saw
a |l ot of businesses that they cl ose
the door. W see a |ot of people
on the street. W see a |ot of
drug dealers and we see a | ot of
communi ty fighting, neighbors,
chil dren when they go to the school
that they see all this crisis
specifically in Kensington.

And what | under st and
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for your question and the testinony
is that with this bill we can
control. Basically one of the
first problens is the trash.
| npact Services provide services
al ong the Kensington community and
we pick up a ot of trash every
day. |If you canme pass after we
pick up the trash and 10 m nutes
| ater, there is a ton of trash.
And the nobile provider,
they help in sone way but at the
same tinme they create a | ot of
litter, waste and trash which
attract a lot of problens to the
community, especially health
issues. And it's really inpact
when you go to other cities and
when you go to other parts of
Phi | adel phi a whi ch does not | ook
t he sanme as Kensi ngt on.
One of the highest
probl ens that all business owners

has is all insurance conpanies they
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don't want to go to Kensington,
they don't want to go to provide
service or any food or any

(i naudi bl ) who provide delivery in
Kensi ngton. They don't want to do
it. Wiy? Because there's a |ot of
chal l enges in Kensington. And with
this bill this will help Kensington
community to survive of all those
probl ens.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you so nuch, Chairnman.

And thank you. W're so
sorry that you have to go through
this every day.

MR, EVANS: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: W
hope we can hel p.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |
just want to note that
Counci | mrenber Harrity is in the
house. And that would get all four
nmenbers of the Kensington Caucus in

t hi s chanber.
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So woul d you like to say
sonet hi ng, Counci | menber ?

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
absol utely woul d. Thank you,
col | eagues and everyone who's cone
to speak on this subject. | get
that this nay be a little
controversial for sonme. W on the
Kensi ngt on Caucus, and |I'Il| speak
for nyself, nme, | am not agai nst
t he services, some of the services
that they are providing. They are
needed services. Nobody is saying
that this stuff isn't needed.

My concern is when ny
kids -- and when | say ny kids, |
mean the kids in ny nei ghborhood,
nmy kids are grown -- but when ny
ki ds have to cone up and these
peopl e are out there servicing
peopl e, sonme do theminside their
vehi cl es, sone service themright
there on the street.

Now, there's all kinds
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of forns of trauma. There's
firsthand trauma, traunma that you
get from sonethi ng you experience
and then there's secondhand trauna.
Trauma |i ke a kid wal king to school
whil e these people are out there
servicing these people on the
street and they wal k by and see

t hi s gapi ng wound on sonebody's arm
that goes right down to the bone
and maybe they overhear the person
saying that if we don't do
sonet hi ng about this, they're going
to cut your armoff.

Now, we may not think
that that doesn't affect that child
sinply because they were wal ki ng
by, just happened to see it, just
happened to hear it, but that is
trauma. That kid will not be able
to get that picture out of their
head because that's the way kids
are.

They think things, their
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brains are very active and they see
sonething like that, then they go
hone and they start having

ni ght mar es because of what they saw
t hi nki ng about sonebody having to
actually get their armcut off or
their leg cut off in order to save
their life because they are not
taking care of thensel ves, because
they are not in the right frame of
m nd.

The drug these people
are doing affects themin ways that
normally they wouldn't be. You
know, the addicts, again they're
just like us except they have a
problem a problemthat they cannot
stop. It is nental as well as
physical. And you've heard ne tal k
about it many, many tinmes before.
And |''m al ways open with ny
recovery.

' m sonmebody who's been

there. | get what they're going
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through. | feel the pain because |
was in that pain and that's what we
call it. W say that when sonebody
has enough pain, then they'll do
sonet hing about it. But until that
point, | have children and seniors
that have to wal k past.

Now, these -- we're
t al ki ng about 130-son®t hi ng
t housand residents that live in
that i medi ate area where kids and
seniors have to wal k over that
every day. Seniors are afraid to
go to the corner store because they
have to wal k past 10 drug deal ers
standi ng out there, guns show ng,
no consequences.

Right now!l live on G
and Al |l egheny. Right now you have
a cop posted up right on the corner
of Gand WIllard supposedly to kind
of obstruct the business that's
going on there, but it doesn't

obstruct anythi ng because they know
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even if they get arrested, they'll
be out in a short tine franme so
they don't really care.

It's not Iike when | was
a kid where the drug deal ers on the
corner actually canme fromthe
corner so there was a chance t hat
they mght run into their aunt or
their nother or their grandnother
and they kind of treated people on
those blocks a little differently
because they canme fromt hat
nei ghbor hood and peopl e knew who
they were, where they lived. Well,
that's not the case anynore.

I n nmy nei ghborhood t hey
rent the corners. Two corners
around the corner fromne go for
about $60,000 a nonth. Do you know
how nmuch noney a drug dealer has to
be making in order to pay sonebody
el se $60,000 a nonth? This is a
billion dollar business.

This bill while |
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believe in it, right, because
certain things that I know from
being in recovery, one of which is
that if you keep giving addicts
stuff that they don't have, they
have | ess of a reason to get
recovery.

So what |'msaying is
peopl e al ways think that drugs and
al cohol keep the people out there
on the street, and that for
what ever reason that's going to --
the lack of is going to chase them
into recovery. That's not how this
wor ks. Drugs and al cohol are easy.
They know how they're going to get
that. They're going to do what
they have to do in order to get it
through a | ot of other illegal
t hi ngs.

What usual |y sends
sonebody to recovery is when it's
raining out and it's cold and the

person there hasn't had a fix in a
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little while and they're starting
to cone down and they're having
that what we call nonent of clarity
where they say, why am| |iving
like this, | don't have to live
like this.

But if people are out
there giving themall this stuff,
that's what usually sends theminto
recovery, not the drugs or al cohol
or lack thereof. They know how
they're going to get that. W know
what to do to get that stuff. It's
being out there in the cold and the
rain like | said wthout sneakers,
wi t hout a shelter, wthout food.
That's when they sit there and they
say, oh, wait a mnute, why am|
doing this, I don't have to live
like this, | can go to so-and-so.

This stuff is needed but
it has to be done in a controlled
envi ronnment where not only do you

have peopl e providing services, but
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you al so have soneone |ike ne

wal ki ng around sayi ng, hey, | get
it, I was there, | lived on that
corner over there. | know you're

not ready today, but when you are,
here's nmy card and |I'll cone get
you.

That's how you plant the
seed. That's how you do it. But
you can't do it out on a street
corner. You can't do it while
they're out there thinking about
other stuff. It has to be when
you're in a facility getting
services. Pulling up on a street
corner and giving services, while
nobl e it does nothing but destroy
t he nei ghbor hood.

The ki ds have to see
this going on. They have all this
stuff going around. They |eave
trash everywhere. And we already
had ny col | eague Quetcy Lozada

al ready got themto admt that they
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do it differently in other
nei ghbor hoods. They take their
stuff wwth them They take their
trash with them But in
Kensi ngton, they leave it right
where they were. And we get all
these other things that conme with
peopl e out there giving stuff out.

So they're up on
Al l egheny Avenue at G Street or on
Kensi ngt on Avenue and they set up
and they have clothes. So you wal k
down the |line and you need cl ot hes
they figure, so they give them sone
clothes. So they take the clothes,
they put it in the bag and then
they wal k down the line further and
t hey get food and they take the
food, and now they got a bag of
cl othes and a thing of food.

And t hen they wal k about
100 feet and they get into their
nod because the drug takes effect.

And then they start in their bow
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and the clothes go here and the
food goes here. Now, | got a
massi ve rat probl em because the
rats not only have a place to live
but they have a food source right
next door.

These are the things
that we don't think about, the
t hi ngs that the neighbors are
definitely thinking about, the kids
are thinking about. | just believe
that this needs to be organized.

I nformati on needs to be shared.
And | think this is just one step
in getting control of this

si tuati on.

And agai n, none of us
bel i eve that these services aren't
needed. W just don't believe that
they should be pulling up into a
residential area where you have
ki ds, seniors and everybody el se
wal ki ng around into a business area

where sonebody's trying to support
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their famly with a business.

You know, it pisses ne
of f when peopl e say Kensington's
been like this for 60 years.
That's bull. 1've been living
there for 17 years. And granted
when | noved around there, it was a
little rough nei ghborhood, but |
came from a rough nei ghborhood and
that's nothing new for nme. W
didn't have this stuff. W didn't
have this until COVID hit. Ckay.

COvVID hit. Ji mKenney
figured, okay, they're all in one
spot. W know where the hel
they're at so we're just going to
|l et themstay there until we get a
handle on this. W got that. W
under st ood t hat because peopl e
weren't out anyway. It wasn't
affecti ng anybody. But now COVID s
over and people have to go about
their business, kids have to go to

school .
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If you cone down to
Kensi ngt on Avenue and stand out
there with ne in the norning when
t hose kids are going to school,
you'll get a new education, a rea
new education. |If you're for the
people, this is what the people
want. We didn't come up with this
on our own. This is fromus going
to neetings and getting screaned
and yell ed at by the nei ghbors
because they don't think that we
get their issues.

They know we get the
addi cts' issues, right. 700 to
1,000 of them we have out there.
But again, we have 134, 000
residents that live there. How
many ki ds do you think that is?
How many seniors do you think that
I s?

So when you go to pass
this out today, | want you to think

about the people out there
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suffering for sure. But | also
want you to think about ny
nei ghbors who thensel ves are
suffering. The average salary in
ny nei ghbor hood' s about $19, 000 a
year. | don't know how they do it,
but they do and they're trying to
raise their famly. They're trying
to show their kids another way.

They're trying to do it
the right way, busting their ass
every day for peanuts and then have
to conme honme fromwork and see what
they see, not being allowed to |et
their kid go and play on a street
because you don't know what's goi ng
to happen. | have kids that have
to get HV tests every six nonths
because their parents nade a
m st ake.

You know what t hat
m st ake was? They let them go
outside to play and they kicked a

needl e and now t hey have to go and
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get tested every six nonths. |It's
not right, man. None of this is
right. But there's ways to do
t hi ngs, organi zed ways inside where
you're giving these people -- they
say they want to give themdignity.
Well, give themdignity.

Bring them sonepl ace
where they can take a shower
i nside, get a hot neal, wash their
cl ot hes, whatever they're going to
do, and then have peopl e wal ki ng
around tal king to them about what
it is to be in recovery. But you
cannot just allow these people to
pull up nilly-nilly on a corner,
| eave all their trash, disrupt the
nei ghbors, disrupt the community
because they think they' re doing
good. And, you know, in reality
they are doi ng sonebody good, they
are. And that is the truth of the
thing and that lies the problem

We know that it needs to
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be done, but we al so know that it
doesn't need to be done the way
it's been done. They need to be
good partners in the nei ghborhood
and these kids, seniors and ny
nei ghbors deserve nore. So |I'm
beggi ng you, do the right thing.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, Menber Harrity, for your
heartfelt thoughts.

And | just do want to,
Roberto, conplinent | npact
Services. Wen | was in the
private sector, | chaired your
board for six years. Big fan of
what you guys do down there. Thank
all the team nenbers and thanks for
your testinony.

MR, EVANS. Thank you.
Thank you so much.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Hearing no further questions for
this panel and there being no other

panels to testify, we will now
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transition to our public coment
sessi on.

Ms. McDonald, will you
pl ease call the first person making
public comment we have to testify
this norning on the bill before the
Conm ttee today.

THE CLERK: Reverend
Philip Geliebter.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

REVEREND GELI EBTER:

Good nor ni ng.
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Can you state your nane for the

record.

REVEREND GELI EBTER
Absolutely. 1'm Reverend Phillip
Celiebter, Ge-l-i-e-b-t-e-r. 1I'm

the Arch Deacon for the Episcopal
D ocese of Pennsylvania. |'malso
a nmenber of the Care Project,

whi ch is an outreach mnistry and

an arm of the Episcopal D ocese of
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Pennsyl vani a.

As a point of reference,
| have been in Kensington for many,
many years. | was a Phil adel phia
Fire Departnment paranedic in the
1990s. | have volunteered with
mnistries, including St. Francis
in Kensington for the last 25
years. The Clare Project is a
street outreach not by vehicle but
by foot and backpack and a cart,
and we are out multiple tinmes each
week working with the unhoused
residents in Kensington.

What | will say is that
as a Phil adel phia Fire Departnent
paranedic in the early '90s the
Kensi ngt on section of Phil adel phia
was the biggest use of Narcan for
the Fire Departnent in the city of
Phi | adel phia. So this issue is not
a new i ssue for Kensington. It has
becone on steroids quite obviously.

And | would disagree with the City
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Counci lman that it happened -- that
it got worse during COVID.

Wen it got worse was in
2017 when the city --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: Do
you live in Kensington? |[|'msorry.

REVEREND GELI EBTER: |
do not. | have worked in
Kensi ngt on si nce 1991.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
You' ve wor ked there since, you
know. Let ne tell you, it wasn't
like it is now and it did happen
during COVID and --

REVEREND GELI EBTER: Do
| get to testify?

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  So
pl ease don't cone in here and
try --

REVEREND GELI EBTER: Do
| get to testify?

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Father, I'mtrying to give you

r espect.
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REVEREND GELI EBTER
Respectfully --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  |I'm
trying to give you respect.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Menber Harr -- please proceed with
your testinony.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Don't di srespect my nei ghborhood.

REVEREND GELI EBTER: [|'m
not di srespecting your
nei ghborhood. |'msaying that it
has gotten nuch worse, but it
didn't happen as a result of COVID.
In 2017 when the railroad tracks
were cleared on Gurney Street,
things cane up -- all of that
probl em cane out and was on the
city streets and was horri bl e.

We have a parrish that
I s near McPherson Square. And so,
we've mnistered to both the
unhoused residents in Kensington

and the housed residents in
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Kensington and it is very
difficult. And | feel for all
t hose people who live in

Kensi ngton. They were ny
pari shi oners.

And everything that's
been testified to is true. They
have woke up and had feces on their
front steps and they have had
I ssues with the unhoused residents.
But to say that this bill is not
ostensibly to end nobile services,
the way it is witten it basically
prevents nobile services from nost
of the areas in Kensington.

What that's going to do
Is harmand kill unhoused residents
I n Kensington. Stopping the nobile
units is not going to address the
root problem Everything that you
said is true. W have wal ked on
those streets and seen people with
horri bl e wounds, open wounds from

Trang but those nobile services are
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hel ping to get those people
treat nent.

I f you prevent those
services frombeing there, folks
are still going to be in that
nei ghbor hood. They are just not
goi ng to have access to that care
and to those resources. And | know
fromthe partners, some of whom are
here today, that we work w th, that
t hey every day work on making
peopl e better spiritually and
physically and getting theminto
treat mnent when they're ready.

The itens that were
mentioned in the bill that are
called for as being problens are in
fact problens. But again, they are
not going to go away if nobile
services are stopped. For sone of
us, providing these services is a
religious act that the Bible tells
us to step up. And what you do for

what sone peopl e considered to be
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the |l east of these is what you do
for Jesus. And so, that is part of
the reason that we are on the
street providing that care.

| would say that this
bill being put forward so close to
Chri st mas when those who worship a
baby that was born basically
unhoused and to have this hard-
hearted bill is hurtful to many,
many people. | would say that
there are many groups, sone of them
are here, and religious groups
wi t hi n Phil adel phia that want to
hel p solve this problemand woul d
like to be at the table to discuss
t hat .

The person fromthe
Heal t h Departnent nentioned havi ng
per haps sonebody cone through and
cl ean up in coordination when
services are provided. | think
that there are many ways that we

can address this, that we can | ook
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at the humanity of these people
whil e | ooking at the humanity of
t he people who are |iving anongst
this problem

It's not an either-or
probl em and preventing the nobile
services is not going to make this
probl em go away. And all the
t hi ngs that have been said about
the problem are absolutely true,
but this is not the way to stop
those issues. And |I'm happy to
neet with anybody in Cty Council
to try to work on a solution with
our partners where we're able to do
bot h of those things.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Vel l, thank you. | just want to
note the intention is not to get
rid of the nobile service. It's to
organi ze and create sonme order. So
just wanted a point of
clarification.

Counci | menber Phillips.
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COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Yeah. Just a question. You
said -- for how many years has your
or gani zati on been working in
Kensi ngt on?

REVEREND GELI| EBTER
20 -- the Episcopal D ocese had
this program since 2017. | have
been in Kensington in one form or
anot her since 1991.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
kay. | just want to ask, you
know, this legislation has cone
fromthe ground up fromresidents
who have asked for this, and these
or gani zati ons including yours have
had a lot of tinme to work on how to
solve this particular issue. Wat
has prevented you all from sol ving
this issue with individuals, the
housed residents, having to dea
with loitering, trash and ot her
i ssues and concerns such as drug

activity on their steps? Wy
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haven't you all settled this by
now?

REVEREND GELI EBTER: |
woul d toss that question back to
City Council, like what has the
City done to prevent -- this is a
huge problem And what you're
seeing here is the end result of a
failure of multiple systens. Ckay.
So you're seeing people in their
wor st nonments who are suffering
from subst ance abuse. Ckay.

And so, yes, our
organi zati on has worked w th other
organi zations to do street
cl eanings. But to ask us what
we' re doi ng about the drug dealing,
| can tell you that at Kensington
and Sonerset we have a partner that
we work with. And Kensington,
Sonerset, the SEPTA police have
been ticketing folks for loitering
and being on the street,

confiscating their goods and giving
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them summary citations.

Vell, with a summary
citation you are not allowed to
have a public defender. And giving
a summary citation is just an evil,
evil way to get people into the
system So you have peopl e that
are unhoused that get a citation
that they're not able to pay and
they're not going to walk to the
district to fight that ticket, and
then eventually that's going to go
to a warrant, and then you're going
to arrest sonebody who's been in
active addiction and they're going
to go to CFCF, and we just had
sonebody who died recently at CFCF
because of a drug reaction.

So this is just very
hard- hearted and | think there are
mul ti pl e organi zations that are
very willing, including religious
organi zations and the Epi scopal

Di ocese of Pennsylvania are wlling
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to work with the Gty of
Phi | adel phia to find a solution and
this is not it.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Yeah, | understand. You're
absolutely right, the Gty has a
responsibility. And that is why
this particular Council and this
particul ar Mayor have been really
focused on really finding those
sol utions but nore so than previous
adm ni strations and al so previous
Counci | s.

So | just want to be
able to say to you that, yeah
we're doing our part. It's just
now we're going to need an equa
partner as well in this battle, and
we can't have people -- we got to
have fol ks to help contribute to
cl eani ng up Kensi ngton, not causing
nmore of the filth. Al right.
Thank you.

Thank you, Chairnman.

Page 82

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |
do want to recogni ze Counci |l menber
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony. |
wanted to make the sanme point of
clarification, right, that this
bill is not to end nobile services
in Kensington. It is to coordinate
services, that's ny first point.

Number two, | al so cone
froma faith-based background or
foundation and | |ive by serving
the |l east of these. | also believe
that | amny brother's keeper,
right. And understandi ng t hem and
living ny life that way, |
recogni ze that | have to | ook at
this fromboth | enses, right,
under st andi ng that neither one of
the two popul ations is |ess than
t he ot her.

And so, for areally

long time the Gty governnent
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created a situation where they were
focused on one popul ation while
consi stently hurting anot her,
hurting a popul ati on of peopl e that
are just trying to |live day-to-day,
raise their famlies, conduct

busi ness.

Sone of these individual
peopl e that M. Rodriguez just
testified about have spent their
entire |life savings on a business
in order to be able to put food on
their table, in order to figure out
how t hey are going to eat every
single day. And we as a governnent
have consistently caused trauma for
that group of people.

At what point does
everyone that provides services in
that particular footprint
understand that. At what point do
we say that we have a
responsibility to do sonething,

that we have a responsibility to
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renove people who are losing their
linbs on the street that can't
t hi nk about a real opportunity to
recover because their wounds are in
such poor condition, at what point
do we believe that we are our
brot her's keeper and we have to get
themoff the street. W have to be
able to heal them physically so
that we can have an honest
conversation with them about
recovery. At what point do we do
t hat .
| have a pack of
testinony fromstudents and staff
from Conwel | School that tal k about
t heir experience every day, right.
What do you say to these children?
REVEREND GELI EBTER
Well, what | would ask you --
COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
What do you say to these children
who in 20 years from now, Pastor,

will cone to you and | and say that
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we were |leaders in their comunity
and that we had an opportunity to
do sonething and that we failed

t hem - -

REVEREND CEL| EBTER
This is all true.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: - -
and that we failed them W have
to do sonmething in this city.

The --

REVEREND GELI EBTER
Absol utely.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: - -
way we have been doing it up unti
now has not worked. W have
prioritized harmreduction and the
harm reduction way for a very |ong
time while --

REVEREND GELI EBTER:  But
you can't go the opposite -- you
can't go the opposite --

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: - -
ignoring, while ignoring an entire

community of people, right. W've
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i gnored an entire community of
peopl e --

REVEREND GELI EBTER
Those are the people that |
mnister to.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA: - -
because we focused on providing
services to those who are living in
addiction. It is time we have a
responsi bility as a governnent and
as people of faith to respond to
t he needs of both popul ati ons.

REVEREND GELI| EBTER
Absol ut el y.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
That is what this is. That is what
we're trying to do, because we
allowed for governnment. | sat in a
neeti ng where we agreed with
governnment that we would do
sonmet hing and we failed them again.
Time after tinme after tinme we
continue to fail people.

REVEREND CELI EBTER: Do
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you think that these people, the
folks that are living on the
street, by preventing -- this bill,
we are tal king about a huge, huge
probl em - -

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
This bill will coordinate services
and not allow you to conme on to
your bl ock. You want ne --

REVEREND GELI EBTER: But
that's not --

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Wuld it be okay for nme to bring
providers to your bl ock?

REVEREND CGELI EBTER: The
way the bill is witten it prevents
It anywhere in Kensington.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Wuld it be okay for ne to bring
nobi | e service providers in groups
to your bl ock?

REVEREND GELI EBTER:  But
here's nmy question --

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
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"' masking you a very specific
question. Wuld you want themto
recei ve services in front of your
honme?

REVEREND GEL| EBTER: |
Have not seen those on residenti al
bl ocks.

COUNCI LWOVAN L QOZADA.:
Well, then you don't work in
Kensi ngt on.

REVEREND GELI EBTER
Ckay.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
There are phot os.

REVEREND GELI EBTER: [|'m
not saying --

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Then what you've just testified on
IS not appropriate, it's not
factual, it's not truth. Because
people -- every single day these
nobi | e services show up to
resi denti al bl ocks and provide

services there. Yes, they are
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crucial services. Yes, they are
serving the | east of these.

However, they are
I npacting negatively an entire
community of people that we have a
responsibility to serve. People
have spent their entire life
savi ngs on homes. They pay
property taxes. W have a
responsibility to serve the sane
peopl e.

REVEREND GELI EBTER: [|'m
not arguing any of that. MW
guestion is if the nobile services
stop, okay, or there was sone talk
about having themin coordinated
| ocations, but do you think that
what the people are exposed to is
going to go away?

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

(1 naudi bl €) coordi nate these
services. W are saying that these
services have to be structured. W

are saying that these services are
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vital, they're inportant, they're
necessary. But they cannot
continue to be provided in the way
that we have allowed themto be
provi ded.

REVEREND GELI EBTER:  And
so, can we sit down with the
organi zations that are here --

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA: I n
order for us to be able to sit down
with all of these people, we need
to get the Health Departnent, L&l
and the City in order. W need to
get our own house in order first.
W need to figure out a process and
then we can cone to you all
because we did. W gave providers
an opportunity to organi ze and
coordi nate thensel ves and they did
not do it.

What they did was
started to fight anongst each ot her
because they wanted to choose a

specific area on a specific day.
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You know what happened? They all
showed up on the sane corner on the
sanme day at the sane tinme. You
know what happened? They created
nore trauma for people.

W cannot all ow you al
to structure and organi ze
your sel ves because you don't want
to. That's not what you're
interested in. W need to get our
own house in order first.

Gover nnent has caused trauma in
that comunity and we have a
responsibility to fix it. And then
we w Il put forth a process and a
plan that will work --

REVEREND CGELI EBTER: And
it's the responsibility of
governnent to care for the housed
and unhoused.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: - -
to inprove quality of life for
people while still addressing the

needs of those who are suffering
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fromaddiction. And |I'm of fended
that you will conme in here with
scripture, right, acting like
nobody here has any kind of sense
of faith.

REVEREND CEL| EBTER
Ma'am that's not what | said.
What | said is for sonme of us who
are doing the --

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
For a lot of us, for alot of us in
this chanber on this day believe
that we have to serve the | east of
these. Al of us, alot of us --

REVEREND CGELI EBTER: Who
are doing the work it is a matter
of faith.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: - -
in this chanber, we have a
di fferent kind of Council. W have
a different kind of Council in this
body today where many of us are
bel i evers, where many of us believe

that we have a responsibility to
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take care of people --

REVEREND GELI EBTER
Ma' am

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: - -
that is what we are trying to do
every single day.

REVEREND GELI EBTER
That is not what | said. Wat I
said was for sone of us that are
provi ding those, that the reason we
do that is because it's a matter of
faith. | did not call into
anybody's -- |I'mnot saying
anyt hi ng about your faith or where,
you know, where you're com ng from
in doing this.

My conment was that for
me providing these services on the
street is a matter of faith. | was
not tal ki ng about anybody here.
Ckay. So |'m not questioning
anybody's faith.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Wel |, Pastor, thank you for your
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testinony today. Thank you for
bei ng here.

REVEREND GELI EBTER
Thank you.

THE CLERK:

Ms. McDonal d, would you call the
next testifier please.

THE CLERK: Lore
Bl unent hal , Candi ce Pl ayer and Kara
Cohen.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |
shoul d note we have nultiple
testifiers so just be respectful of
everyone's tinme please.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

V5. BLUMENTHAL: Good
nor ni ng.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Good norning. Please state your
nanme and proceed with your
testi nony.

MS. BLUMENTHAL: My nane

is Lore Elisabeth Bl unent hal .
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Hello. |'mhere today to speak to
the humanity that is mssing from
this bill. | agree with the pastor
that just spoke that this is going
to harm people further and not do
what this bill is proposing.

' ve been working in
Kensi ngton for seven years
providing |ife-sustaining services.
And what this bill does is takes
away basic human |ife-sustaining
services. W're talking about -- |
couldn't reach ny hand out with a
bottle of water to sonmeone who's
dying in the sun without getting a
fine.

This winter | can't give
out bl ankets to people who are
going to die in the cold, and that
is what this bill is going to stop.
It's going to stop the services.
There's not hi ng about coordi nation.
There's not hi ng about structure.

This is just ending the services to
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t hese peopl e who are peopl e just
li ke you and I who deserve the sane
respect that you and | deserve.

| don't see this -- this
bill does nothing good for the
Kensi ngt on conmmunity. And |
under st and when you say how am |
going to get my kid out to the
doctor. Well, how are the people
in the street able to get any of
their services. They deserve the
sanme nedi cal services as the people
who are housed and are able to pay
t axes.

This | ooks to nme nore
and nore |i ke how do we get rid of
people that are a nuisance to us so
t hat we can devel op, make new
honmes, put nore noney in our
pocket. This city is |ooking nore
and nore |ike a business finding
ways to make new construction, to
make nore noney and the Kensi ngton

honmel ess community is just in the
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way. And one of the ways to get
rid of these people is to kill them
by taking away these |ife-
sust ai ni ng services.

Thi s has been the
trajectory of the city for many
years. And if you want to talk
about cleaning up, that is
sonet hing that absolutely can be
organi zed. But what |'ve seen
since 2021 the cleanup is taking
| eaf - bl owers and bl owi ng t he
sidewal k, which is filled sonetines
wi th needles, and throw ng those
needles in the faces of our
honmel ess community. That is not
cleaning it up.

Sorry, just want to
bring nyself down a nonent. This
bill wll only take away life-
sustai ning services for our
honel ess popul ation, which wll
murder them This is a death

sentence. This is terror and this
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IS genoci de on the Kensington
popul ation. Just |ike people who
are housed, the people outside need
food, water, nedical services.

You spoke of the
Kensi ngt on honel ess comunity
needi ng respect, and | can prom se
you they feel respected and heard
by the nobile services that are
currently out there. [|'Ill just
make one nore point about this
bill, that there is great
i ntentional vagueness in what
nobi | e services neans. So | don't
even need to be working out of ny
vehicle. | could just be nyself
standing on the corner trying to
give a blanket, a bottle of water,
food that I'mallowed to give to a
friend, "'mallowed to give to a
friend if | see themin any other
nei ghbor hood but Kensi ngton.

W see the devel opnent

that is happening. Just up Lehigh
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we see all of the high-rises
happeni ng, and we can see the
connecti on between nurdering these
fol ks who are human bei ngs so that
nore devel opnents can be nmade, so
t hat nore noney can be made, so

t hat nore people who are not seen
as people can be nmurdered in the
street, in prison, as we have seen
recently. Rest in peace, Anmanda.
The services that are currently
provi ded need to be funded nore.
W have been defunded.

Were we to have nore
fundi ng we could provide nore
services, life-sustaining services.
We all deserve to live. Instead of
a bill that takes away these
services, ask for a bill that funds
t hese services to human bei ngs.

Al'l of us are one traunmm, one job
| oss, one injury away from bei ng on
the street.

| ask for your humanity
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inthis nonent. |f you take away
t hese services, there will be nore
dead bodies in the street for the
children to be traumatized by.
This bill does not organize things.
There' s not hi ng about organi zati on.
It's just about taking it away.
Thank you. Thank you for your
tine.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you. We can go left to right
then. Please state your nane and
proceed with your testinony.

DR. PLAYER: Certainly.
Good norning, Chairman Driscoll and
Vi ce-Chair Squilla, Council menber
Lozada and Council nenber Harrity.
My name is Dr. Candice Player. [|I'm
the VP of Advocacy and Street
Qutreach at Project HOVE. |'m
j oi ned here today by Kara Cohen,
who's the Associate Director of
Integrated Health Care at Project

HOVE and al so a nurse-practitioner
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and a nenber of our Street Medicine
t eam

Resi dents of the 7th
District are understandably al arned
by the accunul ati on of toxic waste,
litter and di scarded drug
paraphernalia in their comunities.
No one should be expected to
tolerate the accunulation of litter
and waste on their streets. For
many reasons, includi ng encanpnent
cl osures and orders to nove al ong,
we know that people who are
experienci ng unshel tered
honmel essness in Phil adel phia are
nmovi ng frombusy city streets |ike
Kensi ngt on Avenue into surroundi ng
nei ghbor hoods.

But in order to address
the rising presence of people who
are honeless in residenti al
nei ghbor hoods, our goal nust be to
connect every unhoused person to

housi ng and services. The Biden

Page 102

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Harris Adm nistration has
specifically identified street
outreach as a best practice and a
key conponent of our response to
homel essness, and for good reason.

According to All In, the
federal strategic plan to prevent
and end honel essness, an effective
honel ess response system shoul d
I ncl ude outreach to unsheltered
peopl e as well as coordi nated
entry, targeted honel essness
prevention and di version, shelter,
per manent housi ng and wrapar ound
servi ces.

Too nmany Phi | adel phi ans
have becone disillusioned by a
systemthat is not serving them
And for that reason, we must meet
peopl e where they are, by bringing
certified peer specialists, nobile
housi ng assessors and inportantly,
street nedicine teans to them

If Bill No. 240665 were
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to becone law, it would inpede our
ability to connect people who are
honel ess to housing, health care
and other vital supports. In
partnership with the Departnent of
Behavi oral Health and ot her service
provi ders, Project HOMVE operates a
24- hour honel ess outreach hotli ne.

| f Phil adel phi ans are
concerned about sonmeone who i s
honel ess or at risk of
honel essness, we encourage themto
call the hotline. However, if a
resident of the 7th District were
to call the hotline and request
assi stance for soneone on a
residential block or a sensitive
public area, under the rule
proposed in Bill No. 240665 we
woul d be prohibited fromrespondi ng
to their call.

| nportantly, that neans
we woul d be prohibited from

provi ding the very services that
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those residents are paying for.
Qur outreach services are funded by
a conbi nati on of both public and
private dollars. |If street
medi cine teans |ike the one that
Kara | eads were unable to reach
their patients, we know that those
patients woul d, as the pastor
poi nted out, still be there, and
likely sicker, with nore
conpl i cated nedi cal conditions and
only to find thensel ves in
emer gency roons where we're
providing care that's nore costly
than it would have been had Kara
and her team been allowed to
provi de necessary nedi cal care and
nmeeti ng peopl e where they are.

We appreciate and
wel cone the anendnents to Bill No.
240665 t hat have al ready been
provi ded, but we would recomend
further anmendnent to Section

10- 2802 regardi ng definitions,
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specifically the section concerning
the definition of a nobile crisis
response team

As currently drafted,
t he anendnent notes that teans
operated by the Departnent of
Behavi oral Health and Intell ectual
Disability Services for the
pur poses of providing community-
based behavi oral health services
per haps are exenpt, but we woul d
recommend that that definition is
broader and includes teans that are
out there not only to provide
behavi oral health services but al so
exi st for the purpose of connecting
an unhoused person to housi ng,
heal t h care and supportive
services. At a mninmum teans |ike
Kara's Street Medicine team nust be
able to provide health care to
patients who are critically ill and
on our streets. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
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Thank you.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

M5. COHEN: My nane is
Kara Cohen. I'ma certified
regi ster nurse-practitioner and a
certified wound specialist. |I'm
the Associate Director of Project
HOVE Street Medicine team and |
work with Candi ce here at Project
HOME. | did want to just talk a
little bit about what it is that |
do in a day because | think there
m ght be sone m sconceptions or
peopl e m ght need clarification
about the types of services that we
have.

| work on a nurse-run
team W are all nurse-
practitioners and nurses street
medi ci ne team and we partner with
Project HOVE s outreach teamthat

again is partially funded by the
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Cty and partially funded
privately. That is if you were to
call the Qutreach Coordination
Center, | have ny little street
j acket here. So if any citizen
calls this nunber, 215-232-1984,
t he chances are one of ny
col | eagues woul d be di spat ched.

| recognize -- so
sonetinmes we are along with themto
provi de nedi cal services. The
services that | provide are primary
care, lowbarrier primary care
through a holistic and trauna-
informed |l ens. \Wat that neans is
we treat people's high blood
pressure, diabetes, thyroid
di sease, untreated HV, gender-
affirmng care, pregnancy care,
wonen's health care. W' ve worked
with the Health Departnent before
to ensure that people who have been
exposed to syphilis conplete the

three-shot reginen of penicillin to
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avoi d spreadi ng of health
ener genci es.

We do have two wound
care specialists on our team so we
do provi de wound care. W are also
there to connect people to brick-
and-nortar facilities. In Project
HOVE health care services we have
three brick-and nortar clinics.

Al'l of our clinicians are |ocated
at anot her clinic.

My goal is never to
permanently provi de services for
sonebody on the street, but |'ve
been doi ng street nedicine for
seven years in Philadel phia. Been
wor ki ng wi th peopl e experiencing
honel essness for about 24 years,
but 7 in Phil adel phia on the
street.

My goal is never to
provide -- | don't think I provide
excel l ent care under a bridge or on

a sidewal k, but | do think that a
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lot of tinmes it's the difference
bet ween soneone |iving and soneone
dying. | think that | hear the
bill. The intention of the bill is
not to elimnate nobile services.
However, ny team would not be able
to function. | have severa

hundred patients in the Kensington
area that | see for all of the
things | nentioned.

Anot her thing that had
becone an issue in the |ast couple
years i s the nunber of unhoused
pregnant people, which in 2022
believe resulted in 13 street
births, which is where soneone
delivers a baby on the corner. So
we have made it a mssion of our
teamto connect wth people who are
unhoused and experience pregnancy.
And I'mreally proud to report that
everyone we have worked with who's
pregnant has delivered in a

hospital. And | worry about the
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I ncrease in not just maternal
nortality but in infant nortality
were our services to be elimnated.

| mentioned before that
if you call this nunber, you get ny
col | eagues. One of whom Sam
Santiago is partially funded by DBH
and Moni que Taylor who is a
certified recovery specialist, and
they go out -- Sam has worked for
25 years doi ng outreach. Monique
has |i ke over seven years of
experience and |lived experience as
wel | .

We receive calls from
Kensington all the tinme in the
communi ty asking for us to engage
peopl e and hel p nove them al ong.
Under this bill it is so
restrictive that we would not be
able to provide those services. So
| worry about the | anguage of it.

| hear the spirit is to

protect the people in the
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Kensi ngton community and | do
appreci ate that. However, the way
that the bill is witten right now,
to shut down the wound care
services, to shut down the MOUD
services, | wish | could say that
peopl e were fl ocking to Kensington
for excellent free health care, but
that's not what's happeni ng.
They' re there because of an open
air drug market and they're there
because of the drug deal ers.

The things that are
mentioned as nui sances, the needl es
people are injecting in their
necks, all of those things, they're
not doing that because of us. W
had cone there because of them
Unfortunately, | feel that -- |
mean, | don't feel that, | know
t hat Phil adel phia is the epicenter
for the Xylazine epidemc in the
United States. And when we started

to see that drug introduced into
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our community, and nowit's in
al nost 100 percent of the supplies,
that's when we really began to see
peopl e not being able to nove off
t he bl ock because the withdrawal is
so severe. And | think that is
when we started to see an influx of
services that are going to help
people or trying to help people.

|'ve heard the need for
responsi bl e and sust ai nabl e
services which | think is sonething
that we provide. In ny backpack
carry which is about 45 pounds. |
do carry an array of wound care
supplies. | do carry sone things
for procedures. | carry Depo. |
carry sone, you know, which is a
nmedi cation to help people with
uni nt ended pregnan -- or to avoid
pregnancy, |'msorry, a
contraceptive nedi cati on.

| provide the injections

to treat syphilis. | provide bl ood
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pressure checks. W sonetinmes do
| abs. | take everything with ne
when | | eave. | doubl e-bag ny
trash because it's biohazard and |
do two bags, and | take it with ne

if I can't find somewhere to

di spose it that is safe. | take
all of ny needles. | do all of
t hat .

| take exception to that
| provide care differently in
Kensi ngton than | do anywhere el se.
I work all over the city and ny
team works all over the city,
i ncluding in Aram ngo, South
Phi | adel phia, Center Gty, and I
provide the sane care and trash
di sposal, provide the care with the
sane caution, the sane everything
that | do no matter where | go.
Just as no matter where | provide
services, whether I'mproviding it
in a brick-and-nortar clinic or if

I["'mproviding it on the street, |
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attenpt to provide as nmuch dignity
as possi bl e.

| hear the controversy
about treating wounds on the
street. Mst of the folks that we
work with are not able to | eave
where they are. They are stuck
there. Sonetinmes we don't even
park. W drive to them where they
go, so that's how we end up under a
bri dge because a |l ot of tines they
won't even wal k up the block to get
t hat care.

So | do worry about
being cut off from our several
hundred patients. W nake every
effort to provide dignity and
privacy getting in the back of our
SWif we can. We try to bring
sonmeone into our brick-and-nortar
space. |I'mnot always able to do
t hat .

If we were not to be

present, ny patients wll still
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have gapi ng wounds but wounds wi ||
be uncovered and nore infectious.
They will still have diseases, but
t hose diseases will not be treated
and can spread. There will still
be addiction, but there will be

| ack of connection to MOUD, which
is the nmedications for opioid use
di sorder, and a | ack of connection
to recovery.

And | believe in the way
this bill is witten right now it
will likely increase death, but it
wi || absolutely increase suffering.
In the entire tine that |'ve been a
provi der | have never seen a
medi cal probl em sol ved by taking
away resour ces.

| have not seen a
probl em sol ved by isolating a
person and having so nuch suffering
that they feel conpelled to go do
sonething. |In fact, a lot of tines

that isolation nmakes peopl e care
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| ess and they give up and that is
part of what we do, is that we care
about people and we |let them know.
So | do hear what the spirit of the
bill is, but | do think nore
anmendnents are needed to carry that
spirit out. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you. | note that your
suggestions are on the record for
consi der ati on.

| do note that Menber
Harrity has a question.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Yeah, just one quick question: How
many homes has Project HOME given
to the honel ess addi cted popul ati on
out there? How many have you put
into housing? As you say that's
your main goal, but how many of the
honel ess addicts out there in
Kensi ngt on have you pl aced in
housi ng?

DR. PLAYER. At Project
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HOVE we have over 1,000 units --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
That's not what | asked.

DR PLAYER. 1'd like to
answer .

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
asked how many peopl e have you
taken of f the streets of Kensington
and put into housing, sinple?

DR. PLAYER. At Project
HOVE we have over 1,000 units of
housi ng and - -

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Again, that's not what | asked. |
understand. | know all about
Project HOVE. | actually like
Project HOVE. But what | am asking
you, ma'am 1is how many of the
honel ess addicts, not the 1,000
units, | don't care. | want to
know how many units you gave to
t hese honel ess addicts that are out
there to be in? How many of them

woul d t hat be?
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DR PLAYER. 1'd like to
answer .

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
"Il let you answer as long as it's
not 1, 000 properties. W know how
many properties that Project HOVE
does. Again, | ama fan of Project
HOVE. But | would Iike to know a
nunber of honel ess addicts that you
took off the streets of Kensington
and placed in housing. That's it.

I[t's not
confrontational. |'mjust asking
for a nunber of how many peopl e you
housed out of that Kensington
honel ess popul ation that are now in
housi ng? How many?

DR. PLAYER. At Project
HOVE we have over 1,000 units of
housi ng --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Ma'am again | don't want to know
what your --

DR. PLAYER. -- and all
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) ) Page 120
of that housing is open to people

who are honel ess --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  How
many people did you put into
housi ng from t he Kensi ngton area?
That's it. Don't want to know what
you do --

DR PLAYER -- at ri sk,
at risk of honel essness --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: - -
in the rest of the area. Don't
know what you do anywhere el se --

DR PLAYER. Sir, that's
not how it works and --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
just want to know how many --

DR. PLAYER. That is
the --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
get that. | get that --

DR. PLAYER. That is the
answer to your question but --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: - -

you' re supposed to be out there
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doi ng hone --

DR. PLAYER. Sir, that's
not how housi ng works.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

You' re supposed to be getting
peopl e off the street into housing.

DR. PLAYER: Yes, and
that is what happens. But what
you're asking is not how it works.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  The
bottomline is you haven't done any
of that, have you? Have you gotten
anybody off the streets of
Kensi ngton into a Project HOVE
house, yes or no?

DR PLAYER  Yes.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  You
have?

DR. PLAYER  Yes.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  1'd
like to see that. That would be
great .

DR. PLAYER. The answer

is yes. The answer is yes. The
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second sentence --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  How
many? How many? Yes, the answer
IS yes. You took a honel ess addi ct
off the streets of Kensington and
you put themin housing. That's
what you're telling ne on the
record here, right? That's what
you're telling nme. Al right.

Do --

DR. PLAYER
Counci | man - -

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: - -
you want to rethink that?

DR. PLAYER  No, |
don't. The answer to your question
Is yes. The units that | nentioned
I ncl ude new units of housing,

i ncluding the I nn of Amazi ng Mercy,
the Fitzgeral d Residence and --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

Ckay. | would just like to note
for the record I would Iike to have

her put in --
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DR PLAYER. -- the
Magui re Residence as well as Philly
Hone.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: - -
writing how nmany actual people. |
want nanes. | want to know who
t hey serviced from Kensi ngton and
put into housing. That's it.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |If
you coul d provide the Chair at your
conveni ence an answer to the
Counci | menber's question, if you
can.

DR. PLAYER W can
certainly provide you with that
nunber. But the fact of the matter
I's that our housing is open to
people with histories of
honel essness, people with histories
of addiction and we have al so
added -- because we are conmtted
to addressing the opioid crisis in
Kensi ngt on, we have al so added

Philly Home, we have added the
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Magui re Resi dence and we have added
the Fitzgeral d Residence to nmake
sure that we have units --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  How
(inaudible), 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 10, 20
peopl e --

DR PLAYER. -- of
housi ng to address the needs of
peopl e with opioid use disorder,
and | am happy to give you the
nunber of uni que individuals who
have been housed in those
resi dences as well as the other
1,000 units of housing --

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
don't want to know -- | want to
know specifically who you housed
fromthe 7th Councilmanic District.
That's it.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Menber Harrity, you can't tal k over
the testifiers. You'll be
recognized if you'd like to be.

And we do have a | ot of other folks
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that have public testinony today.
l'd like to --

M5. COHEN: Is it
possi ble for nme to just clarify one
t hi ng?

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Yes.

M5. COHEN: So in
addition to the units of housing
that Project HOVE offers, the
Proj ect HOME Qutreach teamthat |
nment i oned before goes around and
they do this thing called Contacts.
I f someone's not famliar, any tine
t hey encounter sonebody who is
unhoused in the streets of
Phi | adel phia, they get their nane,
bi rt hday, Social Security nunber.
That goes on a list tothe Gty
where there's nmultiple
or gani zations, including Project
HOVE, that do refer to various
housi ng organi zati ons so that

Qutreach is directly causative of
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housi ng t hose f ol ks.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Menber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA: |
think part of the problemand we're
going to hear this consistently,
right. | think that part of the
probl em and part of the great
frustration is that we're not able
to capture sone of this data,
right. We're not able to capture
the dat -- we're not able to
capture the data of who is out
there providing services, but we're
al so not able to provide or capture
the data of who they're providing
services to, right.

| think there is great
frustration. There's great

frustrati on on behalf of the
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provider. There's great
frustration fromthe Kensington
Caucus and this |egislative body,
right. But | think that a great
part of that is that very inportant
pi ece of information of who's out
there, what is the service that
they' re providing and how many
people are they providing it to.

Conti nui ng the
conversations will allow us to be
able to create | don't knowif it's
a dashboard, | don't knowif it's a
mechani sm where we're reporting on
a quarterly or, you know, whatever
the frequency is that will allow us
to really capture the information
around that critical information,
right.

We are hearing that
there are nore people today in
Kensi ngton than there were | ast
year, right. And so, | think that

the frustration, especially from
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soneone |i ke Council nenber Harrity
who lives there and who can see it,
isit's real, right. 1It's a real
enot i on.

W need to figure this
information out, right. This bill
is just a beginning, right. |
don't want people to think that
this is an end. This is the
begi nning. W unfortunately had to
| egislate this process because as a
governnent we were not able to do
it without it.

But that type of
i nformati on, how many people are
each of you providing services to,
are there individual people, are
you serving the sanme group of
peopl e, you know, what is the
success of your services, all of
that information is extrenely
I nportant for us as legislators and
for the community that you're in.

And so, yes, there's
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frustration. Yes, there's anger,
but it is all as a result of the
fact that a governnent we did not
do our due diligence, right. |
don't want people to think that
we're blamng the provider. W're
not. This is a governnent issue.
Gover nment has caused this
situation to be created. And now,
as a governnment we need to figure
out howto fix it.

The only way we're goi ng
to fix it is through |egislation,
I's through conversation, is through
amendnents. All of these things
are possi bl e and necessary in order
for us to continue to nove the
restoration of quality of life in
that community.

And so, | want people to
understand that, right. | want
peopl e to understand that the
frustration and the anger that's

here is real, but it's a result of
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what we as governnent have al | owed
t o happen.

DR PLAYER My |
respond just briefly.

Counci | mrenber Lozada, | agree with
you and | will tell anyone who wll
listen that there is a clear need
inthe city for not only a nore
coor di nat ed approach to our
operations but the collection and
reporting of data.

One of the reasons that
it's actually quite difficult to
gi ve an answer to the question that
Counci | renber Harrity fairly asked
is the way we collect data in
outreach, that it is divided or
operated by different Cty
agencies. Sone of those databases
are mai ntai ned by the Departnent of
Behavioral Health. Qwhers are
mai ntai ned by the Ofice of
Honel ess Servi ces.

So to figure out who
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specifically canme from Kensi ngton
and was housed requires | ooking
across that data set. That's not
an i nsurnmountabl e problem but it
absolutely is one that we need to
address. And frankly, it's a
probl em that cuts across not only
i ssues i n Kensington but throughout
the city. So | 100 percent wholly
agree with you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Ckay. Project HOVE, thank you for
your testinony.

Ms. McDonal d, would you
pl ease call up the next testifier.

THE CLERK: Jonas Levy,
Noronme Finnell, Sam Stern. Again,
Jonas Levy, Narono Finnel, Sam
St ern.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Good afternoon. Just whoever would

like to go first please state your
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name and proceed with your
testi nony.

DR. STERN. Sure. Cood
afternoon, and ny nane i s Sam
Stern. | work as a physician with
Tenpl e's Begin the Turn. |'m going
to cone closer to the mc

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you.

DR. STERN: So good
afternoon. Thank you,
Counci | renbers, for the opportunity
to speak. | really appreciate it.
| really do appreciate it. Again,
| am a physician working with
Tenpl e's Begin the Turn nobile
clinic, although ny remarks today
represent ny own perspective and
are not those of ny |arger
institution. | want to nmake that
cl ear.

Qur program Begin the
Turn includes a team of physicians,

counsel ors and certified recovery

Page 132

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

speci al i sts, people who thensel ves
are in recovery. M hope is to
share a few key points during a
brief statenent this afternoon.
I'd like to express appreciation
for the Council menber's coments
about the life-saving inportance of
nobil e units.

|'"d also like to share
concern and opposition to the bill
as witten. 1'd like to state that
we are in the mdst of an
unprecedent ed | ocal and nationa
overdose crisis and that the people
nost likely to die during this
public health crisis are | east
likely to access care in
traditional health care spaces such
as brick-and-nortar clinics and the
hospital where | work.

| m ght nention that
peopl e who use drugs are treated
poorly, experience trenmendous

stigma and often do not have soci al
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support systens in place such as
housi ng, transportati on,

i dentification and phones. For
that reason, I'd like to share that
Begin the Turn and nobil e providers
nore generally function to provide
access to life-saving and evi dence-
based care to people nost in need
of these services.

Thi s includes provision
of medi cal services and referral to
clinical and recovery care and
spaces. |I'd like to make the point
that these services neet people
where they are already and that
rat her than causing the
nei ghbor hood' s overdose crisis,
Begin the Turn, for exanple,
started com ng to Kensington based
on an existing overdose statistics
and in response to an existing
overdose cri si s.

And then in addition to

the inportance of our prograns to

Page 134

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

our existing patients, we
frequently respond to overdose
events in the vicinity of our
clinic and provide energency
nmedi cal care and assi stance.

The nost inportant thing
l"d like to state clearly today is
this: Mbile clinics are a
response to an exi sting problem
not a cause. The situation in
Kensington is dire and the traum
that the Council menber described is
undoubtedly very real. Mbile
clinics are not the cause of this
crisis and rather a response to
mtigate this crisis. 1'd also
like to state for the record that
we clean up after ourselves. W
bring our trash.

I'd like to nake a pl ea
for collaboration and partnership
and to offer to hel p devel op policy
that protects the quality of life

of residents in the 7th District
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whi ch has clearly suffered, but |I'd
ultimately like to state that the
| egislation as witten is too broad
and would restrict the provision of
|ife-saving services to people in
need.

| am a doctor and these
are patients with a life-
t hreat eni ng nedi cal condition. And
| do believe sincerely that this
bill as witten wll prevent ne
from accessing ny patients. | do
not believe that restricting nobile
units will resolve the problem or
acconpl i sh the goals of inproving
the lives of people residing in the
7h District, but will rather serve
to further isolate people wth
subst ance use disorders and risk
Wor seni ng an exi sting overdose
crisis. Thank you for your tine.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, Doctor.

State your nane for the
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record and proceed with your
testi nony.

MR LEVY: Yep. M nane
Is Jonas Levy. | work with Penn's
Rock. W have our Director here,
Noronme Finnell. Thank you,
Dr. Stern. | wll keep ny comments
brief to respect everyone's tine.
W would i ke to say that we began
operating in the Kensington region
of the city starting in January of
this year, January, continuing a
previous initiative with Kensington
Hospi t al .

Since January -- from
January until July, of 400 unique
I ndi vidual s served, not all of who
had substance use issues, there
were nmany primary care, general
nmedi cal patients that we saw and
encountered. O 400 clients, we
had placed 75 for specific
addi ction recovery services. The

vast majority of those 75 were for
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wound care, but it was 75
nonet hel ess across a range of
addi ction services.

W were able to do this

successfully by collaborating with
Begin the Turn with Dr. Stern. And
as nobile service providers,
nei t her one of our operations
real |y produces | arge anounts of
suppl i es or handouts or goods.
It's predom nantly service-based.
W will adm nister Narcan or hand
out Narcan, but we don't provide
| arge supplies of goods. D d you
have anything el se?

MR, FI NNELL: No.

MR, LEVY: Additionally,
with the bill as witten it would
prohibit all nedical nobile service
providers. | want to be clear that
IS not just substance use. As
witten, this would prohibit nobile
flu vaccination services on

resi denti al bl ocks. [t woul d
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prohi bit individuals comng to
school s to provide sports physicals
if they do so froma nobile unit.

G anted | know with the
recent anendnents, it specified
that you coul d get approval or
exenption to operate in a special
area, but there is no such process
for a residential block. [If there
were a nobile urgent care that
I ntended to serve nenbers of
Kensi ngt on, even though the urgent
care could be providing urgent
services, as witten those are not
energency services. Those are not
enmer gency mnedi cal personnel. It
woul d be prohibited in operating in
resi dential bl ocks.

Addi tionally, the
definition of residential block is
vague. \While one can say the
spirit is pretty clear, it doesn't
clearly define frontage. 1Is it

specified by the |l ength of the
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street? |Is it specified by the
nunber of uni que parcels divided by
total parcels? 1Is it specified by
t he nunber of doors? You know, if
there's one big building that
operates a whole half of the block
and then you have six little
houses, is that a residential bl ock
or is it 50/507?

So while we support
Counci | woman Lozada's efforts to
i nprove quality of life in the 7th
District, we feel that it needs to
be nore specific and nore clear
what services are allowed to be
rendered by whom under what
condi ti ons and what we're | ooking
for. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Wl |, thank you. And that's why
we're here today to hear this
val uable information. | do want to
know from ny observation is we do

have sonme very commtted serious
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service providers and then sone are
not. So we're just trying to
absorb as much information. W al
cone fromdifferent perspectives,
and we appreciate what you've done.
And congratul ati ons on those 75.
Wl | done.

MR, LEVY: Thank you.
It was in partnership with
Kensi ngt on Hospital and the Be Well
Center at Grard.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Wel |, thank you. Thank you for
bei ng here.

MR, LEVY: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Ms. McDonal d, woul d you pl ease cal
our next testifiers.

THE CLERK: El ena,
MIlin, Ana Lucia R ojas, Raani
Begum

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

MS5. MLIN.  So ny nane
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s --

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Morning. State your nanme for the
record and proceed with your
testi nony.

M5. MLIN  Good
norning. My nane is Elena MIin.
So hello. M nane is Elena Chelfan
MIlin. | ama second-year mnedica
student at Lewis Katz School of
Medicine. | amhere to provide ny
own i ndi vidual perspective and |'m
not speaki ng on behalf of Tenple
University or Lewis Katz School of
Medi ci ne.

| am here to comment on
the bills under discussion today,
whi ch propose to restrict vehicul ar
nobi | e service providers in
Kensi ngt on on the grounds that
they, that we contribute to an
unsafe environnment for Kensington
resi dents.

| have worked with
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several of these vehicular nobile
service providers and therefore
find nyself in a position to
comment on sonme of the nyths that
are bei ng propagated about our
work. First, the idea that we or
our participants |eave extra trash
around is in my experience untrue.

Every single
organi zation that | have ever
wor ked with brings a Sharps
cont ai ner and goes around bl ocks
where we operate to get rid of
di scarded needl es and ot her
paraphernalia. Every single
organi zation that | have ever
wor ked with nmakes sure to clean up
trash around the area before
|l eaving. |If anything, we try to
| eave the streets cl eaner than when
we arrive.

Second, the idea of
I ncreased confrontation from our

participants is also | think
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unfounded. Mbst of us who serve
peopl e who use drugs in Kensington
have | earned how to deescal ate
conflict. And participants who
come to us understand that there
are rules, that we will not
tolerate yelling, fighting or other
di srupti ve behavi or.

W al so respond to
peopl e who need hel p so that they
are not left suffering and dying on
the streets, which | would argue is
a way of reducing the anmount of
di sruption to the surrounding
community. | have directly
wi t nessed i ndividuals who work with
us making sure that participants
stay off the stoops and the streets
of nearby residents.

The final reason that
the bill gives for banning -- for
restricting, excuse ne, vehicul ar
nobi |l e service providers is that we

expose residents' children to
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traumatic and frequently unsafe
conditions arising fromthe
fentanyl crisis.

Again, | hear what our
Counci | mrenbers are saying, the
testinony that has been given by
peopl e who |ive in Kensington, as |
do not. GCkay. | understand that.
And as a student who is trying to
help this community, | want to nmake
sure that we're doing that in
partnership wth housed and
unhoused residents. So |
understand that that trauma exists.
But again, the nobile service
units, we are not the cause of

that. And w thout our services,

nore people wll be there with open
wounds, nore people wll be dying,
will be struggling, will be

traumati zi ng people who live in the
area if we are not there to help to
connect themto services.

| also want to point out
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that sone of the people who get
hel p fromthese organi zati ons are
children and are seniors. They are
children and seniors who live in
Kensington. [It's depriving them of
t hese services of food, of hygiene
products, of connections with

heal th care providers they m ght
not otherw se have. |s that
reduci ng their exposure to the
conditions arising fromthe
fentanyl crisis? That is ny

qguesti on.

Finally, I will say that
many of these vehicular nobile
service providers are, in fact,
heal th care providers and health
prof ession students |ike nyself.

W want to work wth our
comuni ti es and not agai nst them
We share the goal of making a
happi er, heal thier, cleaner

Kensi ngton. Thank you for

listening to ny remarks. | beg you
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not to pass this legislation as
witten.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you.

Next testifier, please.
State your nanme for the record and
proceed.

M5. RRQJAS: MW nane is
Lucia Riojas. That is spelled
L-u-c-i-a, Ri-0-j-a-s. Thank you,
everybody. And good afternoon,
Counci | renbers and everybody here.
And ny comnment is against the Bil
No. 240665 i ntroduced by
Counci | menber Lozada.

By the way, | get what
you say about seeing the reality
fromboth |l enses. That's your job,
yes, but this bill isn't that. It
isn't providing that. Al so,
don't get why here we've heard
Counci | renbers asking the
organi zati ons and peopl e that

dedicate their life to serve in
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Kensi ngt on what the solution should
be because that is your job. That
Is the governnment's job, and that
Is why you represent the peopl e,
all people. And accountability is
sonet hing that should be provided
fromthe governnment to the people
and not the other way around.

This bill wll elimnate
i fe-saving services by banning
organi zations to hel p people that
live in a very depl orabl e way due
to issues that concern us all. |
don't believe that banning nobile
life-saving services will be the
solution to a nuch nore profound
problem a public health problem
And it also | acks any propositions
on how to seriously address the
problemfromthe root, not only to
try to put a band-aid on a really
deep wound. | think that that is
sonet hing that has to be worked on,

the bill that is introduced.
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Banni ng the services
would limt access to Narcan,
medi cal care and basic necessities
such as food and water. | nean,
it's that sinple, you know, basic
life, basic dignity. It is also
worth to say that we serve not only
peopl e wi thout a honme but al so
peopl e who have a hone in
Kensi ngt on.

And as ny col |l eague here
or whatever, we're not coll eagues,
but ny new friend here, | have to
say that, yeah, when we go and
provi de these services, we try to
| eave the space that we're working
in like cleaner than we found it
before. So that is very inportant
because it's been an issue to
address here a | ot.

Counci | renber Lozada has
decided to introduce a bill that
tries to inplenment a decade-old

strategy that has been proven to be

Page 149

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

a failure wth scientific evidence
avai l able fromall over the world.

| don't have it with nme right now,
but | nean, again, it's your job as
| awmakers, as representatives to
study all that evidence and take in
account scientific evidence so that
you can represent the people that
got you here in a better way.

In the current political
climate, the City of Phil adel phia
shoul d be an exanpl e of forward-
| ooking politics that put people
and dignity first. And | just want
to repeat this is a matter of
enpat hy, dignity and caring for the
peopl e who need us.

Mobil e units are not the
problem They are part of the
solution actually. So I think it
woul d be a m stake to pass this
| aw. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Thank you.
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Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

M5. BEGUM H . M nane
i s Raani Begum spelled R a-a-n-i,
| ast name Begum B-e-g-u-m And |
have been living -- |1've been a
resi dent of Philadel phia. 1've
been organi zing in Philadel phia for
the whole tine that |'ve been here.
And |'ve actually been living in
your zip code since 2014 to 2020
after which | was displaced out of
it because of devel opers and rising
rents.

|"ve al so been
organi zing in the Kensington area
since before 2018, so |I'mactually
very famliar with all of the
argunments, both fromthe residents
side, the harmreductionists' side,
t he Council nenbers' side. |1've
actually been there for all of it,

i ncluding for when legislation for
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saf e house was bei ng pushed and
people said that they didn't want
it in their neighborhood.
|"mbringing it up to
say that this idea around, oh, you
know, services should be here and
not here, here and not here is a
very, very, very old argunent that
has been happeni ng i n Phil adel phi a,
and it is extrenely clear that the
unhoused popul ation, not just the
dr ug- usi ng unhoused popul ati on, but
t he unhoused popul ation in and of
itself is unwanted by the
"residents" of every single
nei ghbor hood, which | don't believe
IS true.

And so, part of what |I'm
trying to do here is testify on
both sides of the |ens that you
keep sayi ng, Council nenber Lozada,
not only from house residents which
I'"'mvery lucky. | have famly,

|'ve always had help. [|'mvery
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| ucky to be a housed resident of
Phi | adel phi a even when | was

di spl aced out of Kensington, but
al so as a person who's been
organi zing with unhoused nenbers
and who's been on the brink of
eviction and on the brink of
housel essness way too many tines
since |1've been alive, right.

And | think that it is
in fact really inportant to talk
about what we can do to restore
dignity in our neighborhoods in
Phi | adel phia, right. The first one
Is housing. So | think it's really
interesting to nme that right now
you, Council nenber Lozada, and you,
Counci | mrenber Harrity, were arguing
Wi th representatives from pl aces
i ke Project HOME.

There has never been
actual legislation forwarded by any
Phi | adel phi a governnment, any

Phi | adel phi a governnent that does
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anyt hi ng about the rent, about
devel opers and how peopl e are
di spl aced out of the spaces that
they are living in, right.

Inflation in the United
States right nowis one of the
hi gh -- Phil adel phia has the
hi ghest inflation in the United
States. Devel opers are coning in,
they're actually displacing people
out of their neighborhoods, out of
their homes. And so, |I'mreally
glad that we're tal ki ng about
children and we're tal king about
the elderly and the trauma that
t hey experience, because |I know
havi ng done nutual aid in
Kensi ngt on since 2018 that a | ot of
the people that I'mtalking to are
actual ly historical Kensington
resi dents.

The el derly, a
significant portion of the elderly

peopl e in Kensington are
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hi storically Kensington residents
t hat have been di splaced out of the
hone that they were living in these
nei ghbor hoods. | don't hear any
concern for them | just hear the
concern for residents that are
al ready there, who are again either
i n Kensi ngton because of new
devel opnent, because so nuch new
devel opnent have been pushed since
| have arrived, which again |'ve
been here for at |east 10 years,
right.

A lot of concern for
t hese devel opnents and t hese
resi dents, who then are not
actually local to Kensington, are
not actually historical to
Kensi ngton. They're just people
who have a little bit, just a
little bit extra noney to be able
to gentrify Kensington, and those
are the residents and their

children that you seemto be really
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concerned about since they're the
only ones who seemto be able to
hold on to their housing because |
wasn't. A lot of ny friends were
not, right.

| actually also want to
tal k about actual real, neaningful
commonsense harm reduction
services. People keep talking
about Kenney and peopl e keep
I npl yi ng, vaguely saying that naybe
sonet hi ng what ever Kenney di d was
harm reduction and it was terrible
for Phil adel phi a.

| said earlier that |'ve
been organi zi ng since 2018 because
one of the things that was proposed
in 2019 got cut off and then
reproposed in 2020 was PAD, Police-
Assisted Diversion, the idea that a
cop will cone to an unhoused person
and connect themto all these
magi cal social services that exist

in the city of Phil adel phi a.
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They don't exist. They
don't exist. \Wat ends up
happening is that people end up at
a precinct. They get maybe two
bottles of water. They do not get
connected to any services. The
services that they do get connected
to are places |like Salvation Arny,
whi ch don't have housi ng.

| know this because |
ran a relief fund programfromlate
2020 to late 2021 just to get
peopl e cash. And all of these
services that Police-Assisted
Di versi on were supposedly
connecting people to, all of these
servi ces ended up servicing people
to nme, one person who is just
fundrai sing on her owmn and trying
to get people indoors trying to get
people to safety.

The City of Phil adel phia
has never ever, ever actually have

had real services, real resources
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around housi ng, and we have been
asking for housing first nodels
since before 2016, since before
2016. So | don't understand this
conversation that is happening
ri ght now about, oh, COVID changed
t he gane.

Peopl e have been awf ul
t o unhoused peopl e, nyself
i ncl uded, since way before then,
right. It is also really inportant
to tal k about these things because
like | said, these are argunents
around, oh, when we have services
i n the nei ghborhood, all of these
people flock and then the residents
can't stay safe or whatever.

W' ve heard it since
Saf ehouse, since before Saf ehouse.
It's a very old, age-old argunent,
right, and it is not true because
If you actually listen to
commonsense things, you know t hat

when services are actually
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connected in the sane place a
couple mles within the

nei ghbor hoods, a coupl e bl ocks from
each other, a lot of services in

nei ghbor hoods actually really
enriches the nei ghborhood, not only
t he unhoused peopl e but the housed
peopl e.

Housed peopl e al so have
nmedi cal services that they can get
to if housed people are
experienci ng not being able to pay
their rent, not being able to pay
their bills, not being able to pay
their nortgage. They also
t hensel ves know t hat they have
t hese services available within a
coupl e bl ocks of thenselves. It
does not actually deter them

| do want to tal k about
har m reducti on services again
because |I'm hearing a | ot of, oh,
there's needl es everywhere, people

are pissing and shitting
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everywhere. Since that
conversation around Saf ehouse,
Kensi ngton has at this point

el i mnated every Sharps box that
used to exist in Kensington, which
nmeans that people don't actually
have anywhere for their trash to
go, right.

Porta-potties have been
elimnated fromthe nei ghborhood.
And so, now people don't have
anywhere to actually just go to the
bat hroom  And public bat hroons,
there's only one public bathroom
that exists in the city of
Phi |l adel phia and it's in Cty Hall.

The cruelty, the
absol ute cruelty of asking sonebody
i n Code Blue weat her where there is
no nore services -- it used to be
that in Code Bl ue weat her
Phi | adel phia woul d roll out warm ng
stations and buses and all of that,

t hat has been elimnated since |
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think the | ast two years. That
doesn't exi st.

The absolute cruelty of
maki ng peopl e go from nei ghbor hood
t o nei ghborhood to nei ghbor hood,
hey, you can't go to the bathroom
here, hey, you cannot get nedi cal
services 17,000 mles from over
here, the absolute cruelty is
actually astounding to ne. It is
astounding to ne that you're
sitting here saying that you're
trying to look at it from both
sides of the | ens or whatever
because you're not, you're not.

And lastly, | again want
to tal k about commobnsense act ual
har m reducti on services, and not
the ones that fancy suits in City
Hal | pretend that they're talking
about, right. A couple nonths -- |
think it was in Septenber a couple
nont hs ago, Kendra Brooks organi zed

an entire session for harm
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reducti on people to cone and have a
conversation about what services
are needed and why they're needed.
You wal ked away from
t hat conversation. You are not
actually listening to us. You're
not actually comng to the table
for any commobnsense conversati on.
You wal ked away from a public
hearing that happened right here.
So to cone here and say that you
are trying to, you know, you are
not trying to elimnate services,
you're just trying to make sure
t hat everybody's coordi nated, you
have historically wal ked away --
both of you. Both of you have
actually historically wal ked away
fromthese conversations, right.
Because had you been in
t hese conversations, you woul d have
heard how Prevention Point -- in
New York City, in Harlem New York
City OnPoint NYC has changed the
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gane for the entire nei ghborhood so
that they went fromthousands and
t housands and t housands of needl es
on the street to zero, to zero
within the first week of their
opening. W can have that. W can
have that here. W have been
asking for this since before 2017.

Har m r educti on
organi zers have been tal ki ng about
safe supply so that this issue
around drug deal ers and what ever
vi ol ence happens on the street gets
reduced and elim nated, but we
don't -- but nobody actually
listens to us. Sone fancy suits
conme in here, tal ks about recovery
and then it's |like, oh, you know,
like "'mdoing it all

Do you know -- since you
seemto know a | ot about services,
I f they have true services or not,
recovery services do not take in

anybody if they have wounds. In
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fact, energency departnents in the
city of Philadelphia will often
turn away people if they have
Xyl azi ne wounds, especially in the
col d because they have so nany
ot her patients comng in and they
| ook at this person and they'll be
like, oh, you' re just comng in
here getting drugs when there are
wounds all over their body. And
so, they end up back on the street.
So, yeah, | imagine it's
traumati zing for your kids because
| cannot inmagine being a child and
t hen wat ching the adults around ne
| ook at anot her human bei ng and
say, oh, that's terrible, it's
their fault, they should be left
out to die just as long as they're
not outside of nmy hone, just like
they're over in that other
nei ghbor hood, just |ike they're not
outside of ny hone, but al so not

outside of City Hall because then
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devel opers cannot cone in, because
t hen devel opers cannot cone in and
have t hese new trashy buil di ngs
that are sinking.

The bui |l di ngs t hat
they're building are sinking in
Fi sht owmn and Kensi ngton. But, hey,
we have to devel op these
nei ghbor hoods for them so that they
can make noney. The fact that this
Is acity -- that Philadel phiais
supposed to be a city of brotherly
| ove and sisterly affection has
been dying in Gty Hall and your
bill is a nail in the coffin. Your
bill is a nail in the coffin
because it hasn't just started
there for the |ast however many
years.

You want to tal k about
why people are on the door stoops
of people's residences? Because
the police keep shooi ng away

unhoused people. Again, there's no
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housi ng. There's nowhere for
unhoused people to go. So if the
police is going to come and harass
and terrorize people out of the
parks that they were living in --
and | get it, | get it. W want to
use our parks for the kids, for
this and that. So if the police
come and terrorize people out of
the parks, then they're going to go
sonewhere else and that's going to
be on your doorstep.

They' re there because
you and your police evicted them
out of the places they were |iving
in, evicted themout of the
tunnel s, under the bridges that
they were living in. You are
reapi ng exactly what you sowed, and
now you' re here com ng and tal king
about trauma and howit's so sad
that people don't get services when
you're the one taking those

servi ces away.
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It is bone-chilling,
bone-chilling how an entirely cruel
bill is sort of being cushioned, is

sort of being sugarcoated wth
conversations around trauma and
care and this and that. It is
bone-chilling how this is
happeni ng. Thank you for your
time.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Wel |, thank you for that passionate
testinony and all your testinony.
Thank you very nuch.

Ms. McDonal d, are there
any nore testifiers this norning?

THE CLERK: Yes, one
nore. Silvana Mazzel |l a.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

M5. MAZZELLA: Hello.
|\/y__

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Good norning. State your nane for

the record and proceed with your
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testi nony.

M5, MAZZELLA: My nane
is Silvana Mazzella. |I'mwth
Preventi on Poi nt Phil adel phia and I
wanted to just express sone
concerns and also clarify sone
things that were said. There are
many nobile units in Kensington,
but it was stated that there are no
nobile units in other comrunities.

There have definitely
been other nobile units in
di fferent communities across the
city. W' ve operated several units
in other parts of the city and
we' ve col | aborated with other
people in other parts of the city.
But it's also worth pointing out
that we place nobile units in areas
t hat have the npbst need.

In fact, many of the
nmobile units that are operating in
Kensi ngt on and other parts of the

city are operating specifically
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“foll ow ng an overdose spike," so
the Heal th Departnent or others
m ght set out an al ert about an
I ncrease in overdoses in a
particular conmunity, and this has
certai nly happened outsi de of
Kensi ngton, and a nobile unit wll
pl ace there either imediately to
di stri bute Narcan, do overdose
prevention education, neet with
phar maci es, community bl ock
captains or it wll stay there for
a period of tine to saturate that
nei ghbor hood with Narcan and offer
peopl e substance use treatnent.
There are also units
that specifically follow HV
Incidents, right. So we know t hat
in different parts of the area and
part of the increase in nobile
servi ces in Kensington was paired
wi th increases in new outbreaks of
H V i nfection, but that happens in

ot her parts of the city as well.
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And in addition to Narcan overdose
prevention, H 'V testing, there are
al so offers of PrEP or HV prinmary
care.

| also want to point out
that there are people here that
have been coordinating a nobile
servi ce provider neeting since at
| east 2020, 2019. Before that, the
Heal t h Departnent and DBH
co-facilitated a nobile service
provi der neeti ng.

The first one that |
went to was held at the Health
Departnent and after that, it was
hel d at Rock Mnistry and then
noved to other parts of the city.
It's now | believe nostly virtual,
but there are two people here that
coordinate that. And a range of
nobi | e service providers neet
there. Sonetines people fromCity
governnent units neet in that.

And | say that to say
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that all of us that provide nobile
services want to collaborate with
the Gty. W want to be good
partners. W want to be better
partners. And part of the

di scussi ons that happened today
have been had at these neetings,
negoti ati ons with other service
provi ders around not necessarily
bei ng on the sanme bl ock the sane
day of the week the sane tine, but
trying to coordinate in a way that
we are hitting nultiple areas
across a week or across a nonth and
not necessarily providing
duplication of efforts if we can do
slightly different things.

The di scussi on of being
| ong-term nost of the nobile
service unit providers are not
trying to replace brick-and-nortar
services. | do agree with the
Counci | mrenber that brick-and-nortar

services to ne at | east are ideal.
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We can provide a range of services
under one roof in the nost
dignified way, but there are many
people that are still not going
into brick-and-nortar facilities.

When we enroll people in
nobi | e medi cal care as an exanpl e,
we do a PDVP | ookup to see where
el se they' ve gotten substance use
treatment and how often. We gat her
records, we consent themto contact
their managed care entity to find
out a recent hospitalization or
sonet hing el se, and there are many
peopl e that we find that have not
had care even in the | ast year or
two. So for sone people brick-and-
nortar is ideal, but for many
peopl e nobile services are their
first engagenent with care.

| can also tell you
that, for exanple, for our service,
and I would believe that nost of

the nobile providers here that use

Page 172

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

an EMR on their nobile trucks, wll
find people that since their entry
to substance use treatnent or wound
care or sonme other health care
service on the street are actually
still engaged in care. They're
still adherent. They are housed
now. They're either enployed.

They' re on Social Security and they
are living stable Iives, and that
happened through that initial
engagenent that nmay have then a
nonth, three nonths |ater
transitioned to brick-and-nortar
services. So it is not always
nmeant to be a | ong-term service.

W respect and accept
the need for nore regulation, and
we do clean up after ourselves.
think it is only right and
reasonabl e that providers that
provi de nobile services do that and
show respect for the comunity.

And | just want to restate that we
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are -- the ones that participate in
regul ar neetings are interested in
partnering with the Cty, are
interested in being the best

nei ghbors possi bl e, but these

servi ces have to conti nue.

If there are going to be
regul ati ons around where a service
can be provided, | think soneone
earlier tal ked about there are many
m xed-use bl ocks with residential
and commercial services. W would
expect sone type of blueprint but
al so sone engagenent with nobile
service providers, with the Health
Departnent, with DBH and Council to
really |l ook at where need is so
that we're not just |ooking at
residential and commercial but
| ooki ng at pl aci ng services where
there is the nost need so that they
can operate.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Thank you.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER
I'"'mnot going to testify.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

You' re good?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER
Yeah.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Ckay. Well, thank you for your
testi nony.

M5. MAZZELLA: | did
want to add one nore thing about
honel ess outreach that | neant to
add that was di scussed before. The
nobi | e outreach, we have a Honel ess
Qutreach team \Wen calls are nmade
into the Project HOVE hotline, we
are one of the service providers
t hat goes out and responds, and we
did over 400 placenents to shelter
| ast year.

It's al so notable that
there are tines where there is not
an eligible placenent for soneone,

where there just is not a spot, and
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that's definitely nore extrene in
the extrenme winter and sunmer, but
that happens. It's also notable
that at |east the outreach teans,
part of the job is docunenting the
chronicity of people's unsheltered
status and trying to make them
eligible for placenent.

It is not possible for
all of the nobile service
provi ders, ourselves included, to
t ake everyone off the street. It's
sinply not realistic. But the best
that we can do is try to offer
care, provide |ife-saving nedical
care in that nonment, especially for
peopl e who are not going to get
care el sewhere. And as | said, we
often find every day that we're out
on the street people that we treat
that have not gotten care el sewhere
and then to try to nmake them
eligible for other types of

pl acenents.
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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you and thank you to all our
testifiers today. This was very,
very, very hel pful for this panel.

There being no further
questions from nmenbers on the
Committee and no other witnesses to
testify on Bill No. 240430 and Bill
No. 240665, | will ask if there is
anyone el se present in this hearing
whose nanme we have failed to call?

MS. ABRAMES:

(1 naudi bl e).

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER
Speak in the m crophone.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

M5. ABRAMS: Good
afternoon. M/ nane is Katherine
Abranms. | work for the Health
Federati on of Philadel phia. Thank
you, Council person Lozada, Squill a,
Driscoll, Phillips, O Rourke, and
Hannity -- Harrity.
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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Harrity.

M5. ABRAMS: Good
afternoon. | know it's been a |ong
nmorning. 1'1l try to keep this

brief, but | feel |ike ny work has
been nentioned a couple tines. |
do training and techni cal
assi stance on behalf of the Health
Federati on of Philadel phia. M
programis contracted by the
Subst ance Use Prevention and Harm
Reduction Division of PDPH to do
training and technical assistance.
We host nonthly neetings
for nobile nedical teans, and this
cane as a result of a request from
one team about three years ago. So
Silvana was -- there were -- what
she nentioned, the neetings, they
were goi ng on and on, and then it
kind of fell apart and then we
responded to the technica

assi stance request to neet with the
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medi cal teans, and these are the
| i censed teans.

So our outreach was
directly to the nedical teans.
Over tinme our group has expanded
and we have rel ationships with sone
of the harmreduction groups that
are here today. What | thought the
groups woul d tal k about when we
first started neeting and the
initial request was around
| ocation, | thought we would talk
about | ocation, where is the best
pl ace to go.

And we really went with
t he data about where overdose was
t he highest. And so, Kensington
becane the priority. Over tine |
t hought that what the group would
tal k about was how to provide the
best services for addressing
Hepatitis C, for exanple, which is
hard to do on a nobile van, but

trash has been on our agenda for
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two years.

And there is consensus
anong these groups that trash is a
priority. W don't want to add to
the problem | cannot control what
t hese groups do, but | can offer a
space for themto neet and try to
di scuss the concerns of the
community and we do that often.

Frank Franklin had
I ntroduced ne over email recently
to M ke Caneron, your Legislative
Director. W gave himthe date of
our neeting. | asked to neet with
hi m bef orehand just so that | could
| earn nore about what was goi ng on.
We didn't hear back. And | know
it's a busy tine. W thought maybe
this legislation wouldn't be on the
tabl e and maybe that's why we
didn't hear back.

W are -- | think the
groups woul d wel cone a di scussi on,

a sit-down. It's just the way
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t hi ngs happen, you know, the

nei ghbor hood neetings that they go
to a lot of yelling happens and it
feels hostile. So | have to say
I''mnot here to oppose the bill or
support it, but just to namke sure
that you know that there is sone
coordi nati on happeni ng. The groups
respect each other. They |ike each
other. And we try to support the
best practi ces.

And really one of those
best practices is nmaking sure that
we're doing good in the community.
They want to do good. That's all |
have.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you. Thank you very nuch.

Thi s concl udes the
public hearing of the Commttee.

W will now go into the public
nmeeting to consider the action to
be taken on the bill before this

Comm ttee today.
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Ms. McDonald, wll you
pl ease call the roll to take
attendance. Menbers that are in
at t endance, please indicate that
you are present when your nane is
cal | ed.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber G I nore Ri chardson.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | nrenber Jones.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Present .

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
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Squi Il a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Present.

THE CLERK: Chair
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present. So before we nake a
notion, | just want to thank again
all the testifiers today. This was
I mportant. We wanted to get this
on the record.

This is not the end of
the process. This is the process
and we want to get it right. And I
think I can speak for the nenbers
that are here and | think | can
speak for the nmaker of the bill

The nmaker, do you want
to say anything, Menber Lozada?

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, M. Chair.

|'"d also I'ike to thank
everyone that cane out today to

testify. | appreciate, |'ve heard.
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You know, again, | think that this
I's the beginning of a | ong-awaited
conversation and a | ong-awaited
process that needs to happen, and
it's a process and a structure that
we as governnent have to establish
in order for us to ensure that both
popul ati ons are receiving the

absol utely necessary services,
right.

And so, | | ook forward
to continuing the conversation.
|'ve received sone text nessages
fromindividuals who were here
today who testified who want to
conti nue the conversation, who want
to be a part of the process. |
wel cone that. And again, | think
it's inportant for us to ensure
that both popul ations are heard and
respected and that we're able to
deliver for both of themas a
governnent, as elected officials

because that's what we're
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responsi ble for.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you.

| just want to
recogni ze, Vice-Chair Squilla.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. Chair. And thank
you, Council nenber Lozada.

As we heard, there's a
| ot of good points on both sides of
this argunent. And the chall enge
Is what do we do to nake it work.
And | think a | ot of people
under stand hearing fromthe
community side of it and hearing
from the unhoused side of it that
we have a |lot nore work to do.

And | want to thank the
sponsor of the bill for her
conmm tment to continue working on
this and to work not only with the
col | eagues here but also work with
the providers, the Health

Departnent, L& and all of our
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departnents to continue to work on
this until we get it right. So
t hank you for your passion, thank
everybody who testified and know ng
that we will continue to work on
this as it noves forward. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Wth that, the Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Squilla for a notion
on Bill No. 240430.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. Chair.

| nove that Bill No.
240430 be reported fromthis
Conmttee with a favorable
reconmmendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt the first
reading of this bill at the next
session to Council .

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
The Chair notes for the record that

Counci | menber Squilla seconds the
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nmotion -- no, we need a second.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
['"msorry. Council menber Phillips
seconds the notion. It has been
approved and properly seconded t hat
Bill No. 240430 be reported from
this Commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
The ayes have it and the notion
carries --

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Nay .

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Let nme note for the record
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Counci | renber - -

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Chai rman, can | comment ?

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Yes. Council nenber O Rourke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
First of all, I want to just say
that --

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Let me just get it on the record.
So the ayes are Counci |l nenber
Squilla, Driscoll and Phillips.
Counci | renber O Rourke, a nay and
can now proceed to conment.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, Chairman. And al so, |
want to send ny regard -- well,
give ny salutations again to Menber
Lozada as well as Menber Harrity as
wel | as the other coll eagues, and
al so thanks to all of those who did
come out and give their testinony
t oday.

| know we're about to
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wrap up, but |I did want to share
this. 1'ma freshman and |' m new
to this, and this is ny first day
on the Commttee --

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |
just want to clarify. The bil
that we voted on was the L& bill
You want to be a nay on the other
bill, correct?

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Then, yes, | stand corrected.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Al right. So let's just for the
record I'lIl put the -- let's do the
notion again. This was on the L&l
bill.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  As
| was saying, |I'ma freshman so |I'm
m ssing --

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
That's all right.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: |
apol ogi ze.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: W
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wel cone you - -

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
l"msorry. |'msorry.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  So
let's just do that vote again.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. Chair.

| nmove that Bill No.
240430 be reported fromthis
Conmmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt the first
reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | renber Phillips seconds the
notion. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
240430 be reported fromthis
Conmttee with a favorable

recommendati on and further nove
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that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council .

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
The ayes have it unani nously and
the notion carries.

Now, this would be an
amendnent to -- this is an
amendnent to Bill No. 240665.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. Chairman.

| offer an anmendnent to
Bill No. 240665. A copy of the
amendnent has been circulated to
all menbers of the Commttee.
nove that the anmendnent to Bill No.
240665 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
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The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Phillips seconds the
notion. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that the
amendnment to Bill No. 240665 be
approved.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
The ayes have it. The notion
carries. The anmendnent to Bill No.
240665 has been approved.

Now, on to the bill as
anended. The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion
on the bill.

D d you want to speak,
Counci | menber O Rour ke, before we
vot e?

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:

Pl ease, yes.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |
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recogni ze you now.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. Chairman. Again, ny
salutations to those nmaki ng these
m st akes as a freshman.

Let nme just say that we
have clunsy tools in trying to do
civic surgery. This has becone
evident to ne in the last 11 nonths
of | awmaki ng, whi ch nmakes
interpreting the noves, the actions
that are taken a bit difficult
wi t hout expl anation, which is the
reason why | wanted at |east a
little space to say this.

| want to be clear that
| care deeply about this bill's
goal of creating better living
conditions for the residents both
of your dist -- excuse ne, of the
6th District and the 7th
Councilmanic District. That has to
be renmenbered, | think, in

| awmaki ng.
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There is the letter of
the law and then half the witing
of the New Testanment calls the
spirit of the law that is also
active in that. And so, capturing
that spirit within the lawis
essential | think if we're going to
do the right or righteous thing.

However, as the Health
Conmm ssi oner nentioned in his
testinony | fear this bill wll not
acconplish that. Research
consi stently denonstrates that harm
reduction practices are the nost
effective way to deal wth the
opi oid, nental health and
honel essness crisis that humans and
citizens continue to face in our
city, saving nore lives and tax
dollars in the process.

That doesn't nean that
the community's relationship with
harm reductionists is perfect or

regul ated well, as we've kind of
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ironed out here today. But since
t hese nethods are the ones that
actually preserve life, before we
get to the question of the quality
of life itself, | believe that

we' re tasked with inproving

rel ati onshi ps and i nproving
regul ati ons.

At its core, this bil
regul ates where these vital
services can take place. It does
not address the underlying causes
of the issues faced by Kensington
which did conme up in this
conversation in the 7th D strict
and too many ot her nei ghborhoods in
our city, as has been articul at ed.

There is common ground
inthis legislation. That becane
evident as well. For instance, the
amendnment requiring better spacing.
Menber Lozada tal ked about that.
That nakes a | ot of sense to ne,

about spacing it out so there's not

Page 195

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Licenses and | nspections
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

hard concentration in certain
ar eas.

Mul tiple providers on a
residential block is a challenge
that very few people can deny, |
think if we're being honest in our
| awmaki ng. The pictures are
conpel I i ng enough. The testinonies
even nore so because | see the
pi ctures today, but I was in the
meeting at McPherson Park in the
sumertinme and | heard that cone
from fol ks.

But again, if this is
the work that is keeping people
alive, giving themthe opportunity
to survive a dark tinme, we can't
just sweep it off the board.

Phi | adel phi ans who choose to help
those in need do not need nore
hurdles to junp through. They need
our help, and | consider that to be
essential work for those of us who

are tasked to etch out a common
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life together as hard and as
difficult and as intense as this
t hi ng can be.

| look forward to
continuing to work with all of ny
col | eagues on finding ways to
address these and many rel ated
i ssues facing our city, but | mnust
urge us all to pursue a different
course of action here. M hope is
that you believe ny desire to find
what that right course of action
| ooks i ke.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, Menber O Rourke.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Squilla for a notion
on Bill No. 240665 as anended.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. Chairman.

| nove that Bill No.
240665 as anended be reported from

this Commttee with a favorabl e
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reconmendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt the first
reading of this bill at the next
session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber Phillips seconds the
notion. |t has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
240665 as anended be reported from
this Commttee wwth a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended as to permt first
reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

Those opposed?
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COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Nay .

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Motion carries. This concludes the
busi ness before the Conmttee on
Li censes and | nspections today.
Thank you all very nmuch for your
att endance.

(Conmittee on Licenses
and | nspections concl uded at

1:03 p.m)
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