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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Well, good norning all. | now note
t hat the hour has cone.

Ms. McDonald, will you
pl ease call the roll to take
attendance. Menbers that are in
att endance, please indicate that
you are present when your nanme is
cal | ed.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Jones.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

Present.
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THE CLERK:
Counci | renber O Rour ke.
COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:

Present .

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi | 1 a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Chair
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present. Thank you. A quorum of
the commttee is present and this
hearing is now called to order.
This is the public hearing of the
Comm ttee on Licenses and
| nspections regarding Bill No.
260702.

Ms. McDonald, wll you
pl ease read the title of the bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
260702, addi ng a new Chapter
21-3800 to The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled Sound Anplification

Devi ces on Public Bodies of Water,”
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1 to establish certain restrictions
2 related to the use of sound
3 anplification devices and provide
4 for renmedies for violations, all
5 under certain terns and conditions.
6 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL.:
7 M ss MDonald, will you please call
8 the first panel we have to testify
9 this norning on Bill No. 260702.
10 THE CLERK: Francis
11 Heal y, Deputy Conmm ssi oner of Legal
12 Affairs, Philadel phia Police
13 Depart nent.
14 (Wtness approached
15 wtness table.)
16 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
17 Good norni ng, Deputy Conmi ssi oner.
18 Pl ease state your nane for the
19 record and pl ease proceed with your
20 testi nony.
21 DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER
22 HEALY: Good norni ng, Chairperson
23 Driscoll and other nenbers of the

24 commttee. M nane is Deputy
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1 Comm ssioner Francis Healy fromthe
2 Phi | adel phi a Police Departnent.

3 "' mthe Deputy Conmm ssioner of

4 Legal Affairs and the Chief of

5 Staff for Conm ssioner Kevin

6 Bet hel .

7 On behal f of the

8 Commi ssioner, first, thank you for
9 allow ng the Police Departnent the
10 opportunity to offer testinony in
11 support of Bill No. 260702,

12 I ntroduced by the Chairman. This
13 bill adds a new Chapter 21-308 --
14 or 3800 to The Phil adel phia Code to
15 set clear standards for sound

16 anplification devices on city

17 publ i c bodies of water, including
18 Its ponds, |akes, creeks and

19 rivers.

20 Under the bill, no one
21 swnmmng in, floating upon or

22 operating a water vessel in these
23 areas may use sound anplification

24 devices at a level that is plainly
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1 audi bl e nore than 100 feet. The

2 bill defines its terns broadly and
3 plainly: Sound anplification

4 devi ces include portabl e speakers,
5 bul | horns, nmegaphones and public

6 address systens and water vessels,
7 I ncl udi ng boats, flotation devices
8 and floating structures. Because
9 the standard is based on what a

10 person can hear unai ded at 100

11 feet, it can be applied in the

12 field wthout specialized sound

13 nmet er equi pnent.

14 The bill also protects
15 the legitimate safety use of

16 anplification on the waterways. It
17 does not apply to devices that

18 prevent an accident or to seek to
19 provide help in an energency or, in
20 connection with | aw enf orcenent
21 violations, carry a fine of $2,000
22 per occurrence, and the chapter
23 does not |imt any other |aw

24 enforcenment | aw t hat addresses the
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1 sanme conduct by setting consistent,
2 enforceable rules for anplified
3 sound on the water.
4 Thi s ordi nance protects
5 the quality of life for the
6 residents, visitors, and equally
7 | nportant, our nei ghbors along the
8 ot her side of the river while
9 preserving the tools needed to keep
10 peopl e safe. For these reasons,
11 t he Phil adel phia Police Departnent
12 supports this bill and its
13 adoption. And |I'm happy to answer
14 any questions at this tine.
15 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
16 Well, thank you, Deputy
17 Comm ssioner. And | just want to
18 state for the record not only on
19 this topic, but a lot of the topics
20 that are quality-of-life issues,
21 your departnent has worked very
22 well with this conmttee and we
23 appreciate that. And | wanted to
24 state that for the record.
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1 "Il rem nd the nenbers

2 of the commttee, a couple of years

3 ago we passed what | called a Boom

4 Party bill. Wen | first cane to

5 Cty Council fromthe state

6 | egi slature, | didn't know what a

7 boom party was. But | |earned

8 pretty quickly that it was this

9 gathering of folks, either through

10 text nmessages or emails that gather

11 on a certain spot, an inpronptu.

12 And then they opened their cars and

13 t hey have these gi ant sound

14 anplification equi pnent and they

15 weak havoc to the nei ghborhood.

16 And | personally live right on the

17 Del aware Ri ver.

18 Qur office was getting

19 conplaints all the way as far as

20 C nnam nson, New Jersey, Delran,

21 New Jersey, all the way over there.

22 W were disturbing their peace as

23 well as ny neighbors and

24 constituents on the Del aware River.
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www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




Committee on Licenses & | nspections

1 So when we passed that bill, where
2 we could find the owner of the

3 vehi cl e, $2,000 and/or confiscate
4 the car. W began to enforce that.
5 We noticed an i medi ate
6 difference, not only along the

7 Del aware Ri ver but other spots in
8 the city that had this unruly

9 behavi or. So your departnent's

10 enforcenent nade a difference. O
11 course, as usual with quality-of-
12 life issues, folks decide to get

13 around the law. So those that were
14 gathering at the river before they
15 were going into the river and

16 having their pre- or post-parties,
17 they decided after we were

18 enforcing that they were going to
19 take their parties out onto the
20 waterways. And so, this was a
21 rough summer for that.
22 | know we're going to
23 have testinony froma near nei ghbor
24 and the head of the civic
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1 association that lives right there
2 that's going to share sone thoughts
3 wthus as well. But | think this
4 Is a good step by the legislature
5 here to rein it back in and |et

6 t hem know that we're not going to
7 tolerate that on the river. So

8 once again, thank you for your

9 efforts.

10 And 1'd like to

11 recogni ze Menber G | nore

12 Ri char dson.

13 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

14 RI CHARDSON: Wel I, thank you so

15 much, M. Chair. Thank you for

16 I ntroducing this legislation, as |
17 call it Part 2 of the legislative
18 package seeking to address this

19 nost inportant quality-of-life
20 | ssue.
21 And thank you to Deputy
22 Conmm ssi oner Healy and to your
23 entire teamrelative to enforcenent
24 of this issue. | know that ny

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179



11
Committee on Licenses & | nspections

1 col | eague and our Chair talked

2 about the challenges in the

3 Nor t heast section of Phil adel phi a,
4 but we too, in the conmmunity where
5 | reside, also were dealing wth

6 this challenge relative to Bel nont
7 Pl ateau. And we have seen the

8 enforcenent efforts of PPD to

9 really help the community with this
10 chal | enge.

11 Al t hough Bel nont Pl at eau
12 seens as if it's pretty far froma
13 residential comunity, we have the
14  Wnnefield Heights community, which
15 Counci | menber Jones represents in
16 the 4th Council District, and al so
17 Wnnefield proper. And believe it
18 or not, all the way where | live in
19 Wnnefield we could hear -- not
20 only can we hear the Mann Misic
21 Center when they have gatheri ngs,
22 but we can al so hear these boom
23 parties.
24 And so, we wanted to say
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1 t hank you for the necessary

2 enforcenent that we've been seeing

3 around the Bel nont Plateau area in

4 specific. W believe it's been

5 hel pful as a community to curtai

6 sone of the activity that was

7 happeni ng prior to the passage of

8 Chairman Driscoll's bill.

9 And | will say that as |
10 travel fromWnnefield to City Hal
11 very frequently, | see a nunber of
12 the PD Water Fl eet-operated boats
13 on the water on the Schuyl kill.

14 |' ve been seeing nore and nore

15 boats so I just wanted to ask, and

16 "' m curious, how those efforts have

17 been going thus far. Have you all

18 expanded your water fleet? Because

19 | feel like | see nore of the boats

20 on the river now.

21 DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER

22 HEALY: Not specifically, not any

23 specific operations. | nean, their

24 job is to patrol the waterways.
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www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179




Committee on Licenses & | nspections

13

1 And this sumer specifically, we

2 had a | ot of people out. So having
3 officers on the water in the event
4 someone went in the water was

5 al ways a good thing. But they're

6 al ways patrolling up and down both
7 the Del aware as well as the

8 Schuyl kill, but they're out there

9 all the tine.

10 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

11 RI CHARDSON: And | et ne ask you

12 this question, because |'ve been

13 seeing nore of this. Particularly
14 in the summers, we'll wal k the

15 Schuyl kill River Trail. But when
16 we wal k through the park from hone
17 all the way down to G ays Ferry,

18 |"ve noticed in those wal ks that we
19 see nore recreational boats on the
20 water than ever before. Wat are
21 the rules there?
22 DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER
23 HEALY: The rul es regarding
24 recreational ?
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1 COUNCI LWOVMAN G LMORE

2 Rl CHARDSON: Boats, recreational

3 boats on the water and as far as

4 traffic flowand control. | think
5 | see nore recreational boats on

6 the water than | ever have.

7 DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER

8 HEALY: Well, the |ower end of the
9 Schul --

10 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

11 The jet skis.

12 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

13 RI CHARDSON: Yeah, the jet skis in
14 particul ar.

15 DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER

16 HEALY: The | ower end of the

17 Schuyl kill is tidal so the boats
18 can cone in off the Delaware. |
19 nmean, they're bound by -- there's
20 rules of the road for the waterways
21 on how to operate the boats. And
22 that's actually what the Fish

23 Comm ssion -- Fish and Boat

24 Comm ssion, |I'msorry, actually
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1 actively enforce those regul ati ons
2 and so does ny Marine Unit, if

3 there's violations. Wth the

4 personal water -- | forget what you
5 call them-- the jet skis and stuff
6 i ke that --

7

8 COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE

9 RI CHARDSON: Yeah, the jet skis.

10 DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER

11 HEALY: -- jet skis are a boat.

12 For all intents and purposes, they
13 have to conply with all the rules
14 and regul ations of the boating

15 regul ations in the Pennsyl vani a

16 Code. But there's a whol e code,

17 much i ke there's a vehicle code.
18 There's a code for operating boats
19 on the water as well, nmaking sure
20 they have life jackets. And during
21 certain tinmes of the year, your
22 boat smaller than sonme, you have to
23 have a |life jacket. So there's a

24  whol e bunch of rul es governing how

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 to operate a boat on the waterways
2 I n Pennsyl vani a.

3 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE

4 RI CHARDSON: All right. But have
5 you all seen an uptick in

6 recreational activity?

7 DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER

8 HEALY: | don't personally know |
9 mean, the issue during the

10 sumertine is it's always a spike.
11 | nmean, the jet skis are out all

12 the tinme and the jet skis are the
13 bane of every big boater's

14 exi stence because they (i naudible),
15 but everybody has to share the

16 waterway. And it's our job to nake
17 sure that it's done safely and that
18 everybody abi des by the rul es.

19 COUNCI LWOMAN G LMORE

20 RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Well, thank you
21 so nmuch. And thank you agai n,

22 Chai rman Driscoll, for all of your
23 work on this nost recent bill to

24 address this quality-of-life issue,

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 not only for our constituents in

2 Phi | adel phia, but for our neighbors
3 and our friends across the river.

4 So t hank you.

5 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL.:

6 Well, thank you, Leader Gl nore

7 Ri chardson. And not just on these
8 sort of issues, but you' ve been a

9 chanmpion of the quality-of-life

10 | ssues on our business corridors

11 and in our neighborhoods. And it's
12 really sad that those of you that
13 know ny Chief of Staff Tom Forki n,
14 he's coined the phrase, post-COVID
15 aberrant behavi or, acceptance of

16 aberrant behavior, which it seened
17 i ke after COVID, a lot of folks

18 had a | ot of pent-up frustration

19 and they decided that the rules
20 don't apply anynore. Like red
21 light's a maybe. A yellow light's
22 al'"mgoing through it. Stop sign
23 Is a maybe, maybe I'I|l stop, nmaybe
24 Il won't. And I'mturning nmy vol une

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 up as loud as I damm wel | please,

2 whet her it's at ny hone, whether

3 it's at a party, whether it's out

4 on the water.

5 And we don't want to be

6 I ntroducing bills and

7 overregulating. That's not what we

8 want to do. W feel Iike we've

9 been forced into this position so

10 that we can grab back the attention

11 of the folks that are just

12 m sbehavi ng and just aren't being

13 good nei ghbors anynore. And so, |

14 was at a community group on Friday,

15 the Delaire Landing, and they were

16 alittle mad at nme that we had

17 passed the speed canera | egislation

18 on Frankford Avenue.

19 They felt like 25 mles

20 an hour was too slow. And |

21 pointed out to them you don't get

22 ticketed until you're going 36

23 mles per hour, so you do have a

24 little |leeway there. |'m not
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 encouraging themto do that because

2 Frankford is very dangerous. But |

3 w |l say, as Tom Forkin pointed

4 out, that aberrant behavi or post-

5 COVI D, Frankford Avenue becane a

6 speedway. They've been flying up

7 and down there.

8 And just two Fridays

9 ago, right where the caneras are at

10 Morrell and Kni ghts Road on

11 Frankford, we had another fatality.

12 And so, |I'mhearing fromyour

13 officers, Deputy Comm ssioner, that

14 they are seeing a down -- actually

15 better behavior of the drivers

16 al ong Frankford Avenue. And that's

17 what we're trying to do. W're not

18 trying to give $100 ticket to the

19 owner of the vehicle.

20 W're trying to get

21 their attention to slow the heck

22 down and be courteous to their

23 nei ghbors, stop these fatalities.

24  And we have kids goi ng back and
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 forth. Right in front of ny

2 office, folks want to run over and

3 get a cup of coffee at Wawa. Well,

4 they don't |ook. And we have bad

5 t hi ngs happen. So | just kind of

6 want to let it out there that we're

7 not trying to be the big brother

8 and do so nuch to stop people.

9 DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER

10 HEALY: Well, if | can say one

11 thing. Wat you' ve done is you've

12 given us tools. GCkay. And the

13 | ssue, police departnments use

14 discretion. | nean, the first

15 i nteraction an officer has with

16 sonebody wth these boom boxes is

17 not a $2,000 fine. They often try

18 to negotiate to shut it down. It's

19 often the second or third tinme that

20 we cone back that they're getting

21  hit.

22 So you've given us a

23 tool, but it's not an absol ute tool

24 that's being -- we're not crushing
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 people out there. Like |I said, we

2 have to interact. W're trying to

3 be fair and consistent. But you've

4 given us a tool to help us do that.

5 So | appreciate that. The tools

6 are what gives us the enforcenent

7 authority actually to tell people

8 to stop and then to nove on and go

9 away. So we appreciate that.

10 The tools are what we

11 really need. But | think you have

12 to understand we do use themwth

13 di scretion. Not everyone we stop

14 is getting a $2,000 ticket. It all

15 depends on the facts and

16 ci rcunst ances of every case.

17 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL.:

18 That's wonderful. 1'mglad to hear

19 t hat .

20 Mermber Philli ps.

21 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

22 Thank you so nuch, Chair.

23 | just want to thank you

24  for your work to address quality-
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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of-life issues in our Gty of
Phi |l adel phia with this issue. |
just wanted to just get sone
clarity on sonething. So there are
busi nesses such as Spirit of
Phi | adel phi a, Mdshulu and so forth.
They have on-deck entertainnent,
private events. Sonetines they
have weddi ngs, whatever it is.
Does this 100-foot restriction
apply to on-board entertai nnent as
wel | ?

DEPUTY COVWM SSI ONER
HEALY: Say that again. |'msorry.
| didn't hear you.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Does the 100-foot restriction apply
to on-board entertai nment as well,
| i ke official conpanies such as
like the Spirit of Phil adel phia,
Moshul u and so forth?

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER
HEALY: It woul d.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
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1 kay. Al right. And then | just
2 wanted to know who woul d be

3 responsi ble for the violation?

4 Once you get the violation, is it
5 t he vessel operator, the business
6 owner, the event organizer or

7 entertai ner? Wo would get the

8 violation?

9 DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER

10 HEALY: In that situation, it would
11 be the operator of the vessel.

12 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

13 The operator of the vessel. kay.
14 That's all | just wanted nore

15 clarity on. And then what are you
16 going to use to kind of -- is there
17 going to be a thing, a

18 speedoneter -- not a speedoneter,
19 or sone sort of tracker that you
20 can use to kind of see that it's
21 100 feet away to kind of note how
22 | oud you can hear the nusic?

23 DEPUTY COW SSI ONER

24 HEALY: Yes -- the answer to the

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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1 guestion i s no.

2 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

3 kay.

4 DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER

5 HEALY: Wat we do on the body

6 canera, we actually have the

7 of ficers docunent the distance, the

8 approxi mate di stance so we have

9 body-canera evidence. I|f you want

10 to dispute it, we have the

11 evidence. But we try to narrate

12 what we're doi ng on the body

13 canera. So you say, |I'm

14 approxi mately 150 paces from

15 so-and-so or | see a lot of the

16 peopl e that do this on a consistent

17 basi s, especially on the Nui sance

18 teans that are going out, they're

19 docunenting how they can estinmate

20 the footage. And usually we go

21 above. If it's 100 feet, we'll say

22 we're at 150 feet, so give us a

23 confort level. So if soneone

24 contests 100 feet, well, we didn't
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. L EXITAS
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1 give you a ticket until we were at
2 150 feet.

3 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

4 kay. |It's going to be at the

5 officer's discretion of whether or
6 not they want to do a warning as
7 opposed to a $2,000 fine

8 | mredi atel y? Because right now,
9 the way it's witten | ooks |ike
10 vyou'll get the $2,000 fine

11 | mredi ately upon the --

12 DEPUTY COVWM SSI ONER

13 HEALY: Well, that's witten Iike
14 every other statute or code

15 ordinance. That's the penalty.
16 But it's the discretion of the

17 police officer making the stop,
18 whether or not | issue that

19 citation or | give you a warning.
20 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
21 kay. Thank you, Chair.

22 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
23 Thank you.

24 Menmber O Rour ke.

888-893-3767
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1 COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:

2 Thank you, M. Chair.

3 Good norni ng,

4 Comm ssi oner.

5 DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER

6 HEALY: Good nor ni ng.

7 COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:

8 This is really a question |I'm ki nd
9 of raising nostly for the sponsor.
10 | want to nmake sure that our code
11 remai ns consi stent and fair across
12 the board. Under Chapter 10-400 of
13 The Phil adel phia Code, a standard
14 | and- based noi se violation carries
15 what Dr. Phillips nentioned, at

16 | east carries it for the first tine
17 an offense fine of $100 to $300.

18 But because a $2,000 fine on the

19 water is significantly higher as
20 Dr. Phillips raised, could the
21 sponsors just kind of wal k us
22 t hrough, for the record, the policy
23 rati onal e for maki ng a noi se
24 violation on a river up to 20 tines
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1 nore expensive than the exact sane

2 conduct on a sidewalk or in a

3 house? And I'lI|l ask that as a

4 tee-up kind of for a followup

5 questi on.

6 DEPUTY COW SSI ONER

7 HEALY: The question for nme, this

8 is in parity with the nui sance

9 vehicle ordinance. These are

10 noi ses emanati ng from vehi cl es,

11 whether it be the land vehicle or

12 water vehicle, and at the sane

13 standard, 100-foot distance for the

14 same fine. So there's parity

15 between the two because this is a

16 nui sance vehicle, and that's the

17 | and- based one. This is in essence

18 a nui sance boat or other

19 watercraft. And so, for parity

20 upon the two type of vehicles, |

21 think the reason why | think it's

22 fair and consistent is that you

23 have the sane fine.

24 COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
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1 Fair enough. G ven that the

2 di stances are difficult for

3 residents to gauge accurately and

4 sound travel s uni quely over water,

5 how can we ensure that the

6 ordi nance actual ly provides

7 residents with a fair and

8 reasonabl e opportunity to conply

9 before facing a severe $2000, even

10 iIf it is to maintain parity, but to

11 hit that kind of penalty? Wuld it

12 be possible to include a warning

13 structure of gradually el evated

14 fines based on the nunber of

15 of f enses?

16 DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER

17 HEALY: Theoretically, yes. |1've

18 seen that in other statutes. The

19 problem from a | ogi sti cal

20 perspective, it's very hard to

21 track the warnings. How do | know

22 you received a warni ng yesterday or

23 the day before versus today. M

24 officers do a very good job.
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They're not out there to really
hammer people. They just want to
stop the noi se, because they're
getting the conplaints from across
the river, fromthe nei ghborhoods.
You go down, shut the
music off or at least turn it down.
Now, you don't have to shut it off.
Just turn it down to a reasonabl e
|l evel. We go away. And that's
al ways historically been the case.
We're not | ooking to take anything.
We're not |ooking to take cars.
We're not |ooking to take boats.
W' re not | ooking to get people
$2,000 fines. W know how hard
that is. The issue is ny officers
al so -- they're working people.
They' re not goi ng to hanmer people
|l eft and right for these tickets.
The issue is they go
down, you give them warni ngs and
t hen they nove on. Just |ike any

other statute in the vehicle code
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or wherever the case may be, for
the nost part ny officers get
war ni ngs upfront. So, yes, you
could put a warning structure in
the statute. But froma |ogistica
perspective, it would be a

nightmare for me to try to nanage

Because in the field, |I'm not

going to be able to know whet her
you got a warning or not got a
warning. And so, it becones a bit

of a problem

| really trust the

di scretion of ny police officers
when giving tickets and stuff.
Like | said, if there's ever a
probl emor a conplaint, people can
always file a conplaint if you

t hi nk you got a ticket in an
appropriate manner. So there is a
forumfor people to actually
conplain. [If they're not happy
with the police service or they

24 think that they were given poor
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1 service or they didn't give an

2 opportunity, that's through the

3 conpl ai nt process. And we accept

4 every conpl ai nt.

5 So | think rather than
6 muddling the |law, per se, there is
7 a procedure. And if we put this

8 out there, I think I"'mfine wth

9 the type of a publicity thing

10 saying if you believe sonething was
11 done wong by the police, here's

12 how you address those concerns

13 through Internal Affairs. | think
14 that that would be fair.

15 COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:

16 You nake ne want to ask a question
17 about what you would need to nake a
18 warning system sonething that

19 records the warnings. | feel |ike
20 that's sonething that's needful for
21  you anyway, |ike an opportunity for
22 gr owm h.

23 DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER

24 HEALY: Well, one thing you could
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do is, | nean, theoretically
posting is warning. Ckay.
Putting up --

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Li ke posting up signs?

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER
HEALY: -- posting is a warning.
So we're having these probl ens
al ong certain areas. ay. One
are the boat ranps in the Northeast
Phi | adel phia, but also in the
parking lots in South Philadel phi a
by the Wal mart, where at nighttine
there's nobody there but it echoes
right across the river into
peopl e's honmes. So putting sone
type of posting up there would be
an idea to cover what you're
saying. You want people to know in
advance they're not to be here and
not to be able to hear things.
That woul d be sonething we coul d
wor k wi t h.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
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1 Heard. Let ne not bel abor the

2 tine.

3 Thank you, M. Chair.

4 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |
5 t hi nk you make sone good points

6 there. And we will work wth Parks
7 and Recreation that where they have
8 the ability to put up signage.

9 And | think, Deputy

10 Comm ssi oner, the point you were
11 maki ng, these aren't going to the
12 i ndi vidual s that are not on a

13 vehicle. And when you operate a
14 vehicle, it's not aright. 1It's a
15 privilege. You are getting a

16 | i cense fromthe Commonweal th of
17 Pennsyl vania. And in exchange for
18 that, you have to follow the rules
19 of the Commonweal t h of

20 Pennsyl vania. But | appreciate

21 where you were going with that,

22 very nmuch so.

23 So thank you for your

24  testinony, Deputy Conm ssioner.
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1 DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER

2 HEALY: kay. Thank you.

3 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

4 Ms. McDonal d, would you pl ease call
5 t he next person for the next panel.
6 THE CLERK: Joe Carson,
7 President of East Torresdale Cvic
8 Associ ation.

9 (Wtness approached

10 wtness table.)

11 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL.:

12 Good norning. Could you pl ease

13 state your nanme for the record and
14 then proceed with your testinony.
15 MR CARSON: Certainly.
16 My nane is Joseph Carson. | am
17 here today to tal k about Bil

18 260702. Good norni ng, nenbers of
19 City Council. | am Joseph Carson
20 and East Torresdal e resident and
21 current President of the East

22 Torresdal e Civic Association. |
23 al so chair the nonthly Pl easant

24 H Il Park Quality of Life Commttee
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www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179 A



Committee on Licenses & | nspections

35

1 meeting where we address issues

2 af fecting our community.

3 Today | am here in

4 support of Bill No. 26702. Qur

5 nei ghbor hood has worked with the

6 Streets Departnent, Parks and

7 Recreation, the Police Departnent,
8 ot her | aw enforcenent agencies and
9 Counci Il man Driscoll's office to

10 i dentify resources, solutions and
11 tools to address disruptive

12 behavi or and restore calmin our

13 comuni ty.

14 Passing Bill No. 26702
15 wll give | aw enforcenent another
16 essential tool to achieve the

17 out cones our community seeks. W
18 want a Phil adel phia we can all take
19 pride in and enjoy respectfully.

20 Passing Bill No. 26702 w |l nove us
21 closer to that goal. Thank you for
22 your time. Any questions?

23 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

24 wWell, thank you, M. Carson. |
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1 just want to thank you not only for
2 comng to testify today, but the

3 different hats you wear in

4 Nor t heast Phil adel phia and in East
5 Torresdale. W all are famliar

6 wth our community organi zati ons.

7 We know you don't get paid as the

8 Presi dent of East Torresdal e.

9 We know how nmuch tine

10 you put in, how nuch aggravation it
11 Is. It's a thankless job. And

12 then you also have to suffer from
13 sone of the bad behavior we've been
14 tal ki ng about today since you --

15 MR CARSON. | live

16 along the river. |I'ma witness to
17 a lot of the aberrant behavior.

18 I"'mwitness to -- | was |istening
19 to the testinony earlier. 1've
20 W t nessed the police cone in and
21 they talk to people prior to
22 witing themup. | nean, they're
23 fair with it. And the challenge is
24  that sone folks are the police
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1 | eave and they cone back. The

2 nei ghborhood calls. You know, it's
3 li ke a yo-yo kind of phenonenon.

4 | can't tell you that

5 the police aren't engaged. The

6 Par ks & Rec has a ranger out there.
7 They're engaged. And there is a

8 concerted effort to have a presence
9 In our community. And | do think
10 that this is sort of one of the

11 final tools that they need to sort
12 of nipit in the bud because

13 parking lots cone but, you know,

14 they're 100 feet off the water and
15 It's madness on the river. So they
16 just need a tool to quiet that down
17 and no one's looking to start

18 probl ens.

19 | know you had sone
20 chall enges with the way it would be
21 adj udi cated and i npl enented. But |
22 thi nk that ny experience is that
23 it's nore than fair and the police
24 are doing a swell job in nmaking
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1 t hat happen, but they just need

2 that final tool tonip it in the
3 bud. | nmean, no one calls the

4 police because it's just a little
5 bit |oud. The police are called
6 when you have a baseline thunping
7 t hrough your hone. So that's

8 really what we're trying to sol ve
9 I n my opinion.

10 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

11 Any questions fromthe panel ?

12 (No response.)

13 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

14 Wl |, thank you, Joe.

15 MR. CARSON. Thank you.
16 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

17 Appreci ate your efforts there.

18 Hearing no further

19 guestions fromthe nenbers of this
20 panel and there being no other
21 panels to testify on bills today,
22 we will nowtransition to our
23 public conment session.
24 Ms. McDonald, wll you
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pl ease call the first person naking
public conment we have to testify
this norning on this bill.

THE CLERK: There are no
names for public coment.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
kay. |1'd like to thank the
W t nesses for being here today and
joining us. That woul d concl ude
the hearing and we'll now go into
the public neeting.

There being no further
questions from nenbers of this
commttee and no other witnesses to
testify on Bill No. 260702, | wll
ask if there's anyone el se present
in this hearing whose nane we
failed to call and that w shes to
offer testinony on the bill being
consi dered today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Seei ng and hearing none, | want to

t hank the panels and w tnesses for
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1 their participation. This

2 concl udes the public hearing of the
3 conmttee. W wll nowgo into a
4 public neeting to consider the

5 action to be taken on the bil

6 before this commttee today.

7 Ms. McDonald, wll you
8 pl ease call the roll to take

9 attendance. Menbers that are in
10 attendance, will you pl ease

11 I ndi cate that you are present when
12  your nane is called.

13 THE CLERK:

14 Counci | menber G | nore Ri chardson.
15 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
16 Rl CHARDSON:  Present.

17 THE CLERK:

18 Counci | menber Jones.

19 (No response.)
20 THE CLERK:
21 Counci | menber Gaut hi er.
22 (No response.)
23 THE CLERK:

24 Counci | menber Philli ps.
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1 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
2 Present.

3 THE CLERK:

4 Counci | menber O Rour ke.

5 COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
6 Present.

7 THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
8 Squi | | a.

9 (No response.)

10 THE CLERK: Chair

11 Driscoll.

12 COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL.:
13 Present.

14 The Chair recognizes
15 Counci | menber G | nore R chardson
16 for a notion on Bill No. 260702.
17 COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
18 RI CHARDSON: Thank you, M. Chair.
19 | nove that Bill No.
20 260702 be reported fromthis

21 commttee with a favorable

22 recommendati on and further nove
23 that the rules of Council be

24 suspended as to permt first
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reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | menber O Rourke seconds the
nmotion. It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
260702 be reported fromthis
committee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
The ayes have it. The notion
carries.

Thi s concl udes the

busi ness before the Commttee on
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Li censes and | nspections today.
Thank you all for your
partici pation.

(Comm ttee on Licenses
and | nspections concl uded at

10:40 a.m)
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1 CERTI FI CATI ON
2
I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
3
and evi dence noted are contained fully and
4
accurately in the stenographic notes taken
5
by me in the foregoing nmatter, and that
6
this is a correct transcript of the sane.
7
8
9
10 nia
i ]
11 Lo v
— ”L'l"-""f’""w R yovrdl
12
TANEHA CARROLL
13 Court Reporter - Notary Public
14
15
16
17
18
(The foregoing certification of this
19
transcri pt does not apply to any
20
reproducti on of the sane by any neans,
21
unl ess under the direct control and/or
22
supervi sion of the certifying reporter.)
23
24
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City of Philadelphia

City Council
Chief Clerk's Office
402 City Hall
Philadelphia, PA 19107

Meeting Agenda

Wednesday, October 28, 2026

10:00 AM

Room 400, City Hall

Committee on Licenses and Inspections




Committee on Licenses and Meeting Agenda October 28, 2026

Inspections
260702 An Ordinance Adding a new Chapter 21-3800 to The Philadelphia Code, entitled
“Sound Amplification Devices on Public Bodies of Water,” to establish certain
restrictions related to the use of sound amplification devices and provide for remedies
for violations, all under certain terms and conditions.
Attachments:  Bill No. 26070200
City of Philadelphia

Page 2 Printed on 10/20/2026
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