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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
norning. Before we begin the hearing,
the public hearing, | want to nake the
foll owi ng announcenent: Due to the
continuing threat to public health
fromCOVID- 19 and its variants, Cty
Council Commttees are currently
neeting renotely. W are using
M crosoft Teans to nmake these renote
heari ngs possi bl e.

I nstructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testinony at public hearings of
Council Committees are included in the
public hearing notices that are
published in the Daily News, |nquirer
and Legal Intelligencer prior to the
heari ng and can al so be found on
PHLCouncil.com | now note that the
hour has cone.

|"mgoing to ask the Cerk
will you please call the roll to take
attendance. Menbers that are in

attendance wi Il please indicate that
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you are present when your nane is
called. Also, please say a few brief
wor ds when respondi ng so that your

i mge wi Il be displayed on screen when
you speak.

Madam Cl er k.

THE CLERK: Thank you,
Counci | woman.

Counci | renber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Good
nor ni ng. Good norning, coll eagues.

THE CLERK: Counci | woman Gym

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Good
nmor ni ng, Madam Chair. Good norning,
col | eagues.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Thonsas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Good
nor ni ng, Madam Chair. Good norni ng,
col | eagues. |'m present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Good
nmor ni ng, Madam Chair. Good norni ng,

col | eagues. |'m present.
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THE CLERK: Vice-Chair

Counci | man Oh.
(No response.)

THE CLERK: And, Council woman
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER Good
nor ni ng, everybody. Present.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Ckay.
Thank you. A quorum of the Commttee
Is present and the hearing is now
called to order. This is the public
hearing of the Conmttee on Public
Heal t h and Human Servi ces regardi ng
Bill Nos. 220656, 220664, 220665 and
Resol uti on No. 220858.

And |'mgoing to ask the
Clerk will you please read the titles
of the bills.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 220656,
an ordi nance addi ng a new Chapter
6- 1400 to The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Privacy of Certain Health

Information,"” to establish policy
protections for information related to

reproductive health care, all under
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certain ternms and conditions.

And Bill No. 220664, an
or di nance anmendi ng Chapter 9-110 of
The Phil adel phia Code, entitled "Fair
Practi ces Ordinance: Protections
Agai nst Unl awful Discrimnation," to
protect against discrimnation rel ated
to reproductive health, nodify and
har noni ze rel ated provisions of the
Chapter, and nake other rel ated
changes, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

And Bill No. 220665, an
ordi nance anmending Title 6 of The
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled "Health
Code," to establish I egal protections
related to entities or individuals
seeki ng, providing or assisting others
to obtain reproductive services, al
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. And before we begin, two
things -- or actually one thing I just
want to nmake note of is that

Counci | man David OCh has al erted us
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t hat he cannot | og on, so he's not
able to access Mcrosoft Team and
participate in today's Commttee
hearing, but | know that he is
actively trying to engage and be a
part of our hearing.

Before we begin the hearing
today, | would just like to also |et
everybody know that we will hear
testinony on the bills, recess the
public hearing into a public neeting
to consider the action to be taken on
those bills and then return to a
public hearing to hear testinony on
t he resol ution.

Bef ore we begin hearing
testinony fromthe w tnesses we have
for today, everyone who has been
invited to the neeting to testify
shoul d be aware that this public
hearing is being recorded. Because
the hearing is public, participants
and vi ewers have no reasonabl e
expectation of privacy. By continuing

to be in the neeting, you are
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consenting to being recorded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for their
gquestions or comments that they have
for witnesses, | will note for the
record that at this tinme we wll use
the chat feature available in
M crosoft Teanms to allow Menbers to
signify that they wish to be
recognized. |In order to conply with
t he Sunshine Act, the chat feature
must only be used for this purpose.

Before | call on the Cerk to
call forward the first panel, would
any of ny colleagues |ike to nmake any
openi ng conment s?

Counci | woman Gym

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Yes.
Thank you so nuch, Madam Chair. And
good norni ng, everyone.

Madam Chai r, col | eagues,
t hank you so nuch for your
consi deration of the Phil adel phia
Repr oductive Freedom Platform a

collection of bills that will put
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Phi | adel phia at the front |ine of
abortion defense.

From t he nonent the Suprene
Court ended 50 years of Roe v. Wade,
we knew that states and | ocal
governnments had to act. W are a city
with the strongest Honme Rule Charter
in the Commonweal th. And as such, we
retain significant powers to legislate
and assert our nunicipal authority to
protect our residents and assure them
of their rights and freedons.

We are also a city which has
consistently stood up for their lives
of Bl ack, Brown and inm grant wonen,
girls, trans and pregnant peopl e and
all those who | ove them because we
know t hat health care access is not
equal and it is thus unjust, and we
must work diligently to make sure that
t hose nost at risk of denial of care
are not those at risk of the
crimnalization of our bodies.

The Suprene Court's decision

to overturn 50 years of precedent
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under Roe has forced us to act. 70
mllion people currently live in 13
states which have bans on abortions
that went in immediate effect this
summer. Texas and | daho have enacted
vigilante | aws that seek to
crimnalize the provision or the
request for reproductive care even
when that care occurs outside of their
jurisdiction and nore could be
expected to foll ow

It's not just about
abortions. Under attack is the ful
range of reproductive health care,
birth control, fertility treatnents
in vitro and abortion. Here's our
nessage to Governors |like G eg Abbott
I n Texas and anyone el se who seeks to
crimnalize wonen: Not on our watch.
This is our City, our residence and we
w il do everything within our powers
to protect them And when we | ack
t hose powers, we will continue to
advocate for people. W wll continue

to speak out until everyone has ful
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control over their futures and their
lives without politicians seeking to
strip themof their rights. And that
Is what a free city is, that is what a
free nation is and that is how free
peopl e ought to |ive.

The last thing patients need
Is elected officials putting
t hensel ves between patients and their
doctors. The last thing a young
person in crisis needs is politicians
who weaponi ze fear and threats to
prevent and di scourage them from
seeki ng the care that they need.

In a city like ours where
Bl ack and Brown and i mm grant and
| ow-i ncone communities have so | ong
borne the brunt of grotesque raci al
di sparities in health care and
reproductive health care in
particular, in a city where Bl ack
maternal nortality continues to exist,
we will and nust continue to be the
| oudest, bol dest and nbst courageous

voi ce for | ocal action.
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That's why we inmmedi ately
began col |l aborating with our frontline
provi ders and health care advocates to
devel op this Reproductive Freedom
Legi sl ative Pl atform before you today,
and | amproud to co-introduce it with
my wonderful coll eagues Counci |l nenber
Kendra Brooks and Counci |l nenber Jam e
Gauthier along with all the wonen of
Counci | as co-sponsors.

Earlier this year, Council
passed our resolution calling on the
City to enact an Abortion Rights Task
Force and prohibit any | ocal
government agency fromvoluntarily
cooperating in an investigation that
woul d crimnalize abortion care in
Phi | adel phia. | am confident that
Mayor Kenney's Adm nistration wll
commt to doing that work.

The bills before us today are
the next step. Bill 220656 w ||
prohibit the voluntary sharing of
patient health care information

related to reproductive health in
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order to protect patients, providers
and others from abusive litigation and
harassnent as | had early nentioned
from ot her states.

| f enacted, it will set new
standards for health care privacy. It
I's an innovative and creative solution
to the next wave of attacks that we
expect to cone, fueled by new
t echnol ogy agai nst those who seek and
provi de reproductive health care. W
hope this becones a nodel for how
patient, provider and hel per data is
protected, and it conplenents a
| egi sl ation introduced by ny
col | eagues to bring safety and peace
of mnd to Phil adel phi ans seeking care
and anyone who is comng to
Phi | adel phia for treatnent.

Audre Lorde has said, | am
not free while any woman i s unfree,
even when her shackles are very
different fromny own. We honor Audre
Lorde with our vote, with our actions

and with our voice. | want to thank
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all of our witnesses for giving us
their time, their expertise and their
stories today so all wonen can be
free.

And | want to thank ny
col | eagues, the wonen of Council for
co-sponsoring this package and for
formng a united sisterhood to protect
al | Phil adel phians in these tines.
Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. Chair recognizes Counci | woman
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Madam Chair. And good norni ng,
col | eagues, panelists and everyone
| istening in today.

On the first day of this
Counci | session, ny coll eagues
Counci | menber Gym and Counci | menber
Brooks and | introduced the
Reproducti ve Freedom Package to
protect patients and providers of
reproductive health services and to

solidify the right to bodily autonony.
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We know t hat reproductive
health care services are crucial to
the health of all Phil adel phi ans, and
the right to seek, provide and assi st
in the recei pt and provision of these
services are secured by Pennsylvania's
Constitution and | aws, that we cannot
expect patients to seek reproductive
heal th care or providers who render
these services if they are constantly
under threat of |egal action or
har assnent .

That's why | introduced the
countersuit |egislation being
considered by this Conmttee today.
Vigilante aws crimnali zing
reproductive health care by commtting
parties outside of the Gty to sue for
the receipt or provision of |egal
reproductive health care in the Cty
of Phil adel phia infringes on the
rights of patients, providers and
hel pers.

And as the el ected

representatives of this GCty, we
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cannot stand idly by and | et residents
in other states control what goes on
here in Philly. Laws restricting
access to reproductive health care are
dangerous, because they are al so
| i kely to deter people who are or can
becone pregnant from accessi ng
nonabortion-rel ated reproductive
health care, putting their health and
safety at risk

This is a public health
I ssue. We need to protect the safety
of all birthing persons, babies and
children in Philly regardl ess of
whet her they call Phil adel phia hone,
by strengthening their right to
privacy when accessing reproductive
health care. | want to thank the
reproductive health organi zations and
providers that partnered with us to
refine this legislation. W could not
have gotten to this point wthout
their expertise and input, and | | ook
forward to hearing their testinony

duri ng today's hearing.

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Health
11/ 10/ 2022

16

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

| also want to thank ny
col | eagues, Counci |l menbers Gym and
Brooks for their partnership and
| eadership on this | egqgislative package
and the wonmen of Council for
co-sponsoring this inportant
| egi sl ati on.

Thank you, Chairwonan Bass,
for giving ne the floor. | defer back
to you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, Counci | woman.

Chair recogni zes Counci | woman

Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Thank
you, Council -- I'msorry. Thank you,
Madam Chai r.

|"d like to make a few
comrents before we hear from our
panel i sts about the Reproductive
Freedom Package, including nmy bills to
expand the definition of
di scrimnation to include reproductive
heal t h aut onony under Chapter 9-1100
of The Phil adel phi a Code, known as the

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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Fair Practices Odinance.

When t he Dobbs deci si on was
first announced, the state of abortion
rights across the country was thrown
into uncertainty. And we knew two
t hings: Abortion would continue no
matter what, but safe, |egal,
accessi bl e abortions everywhere were
under threat.

While this week's el ection
results indicate that abortion wll
likely remain legal in the state of
Pennsyl vania for the i medi ate future,
t he reproductive rights of
Phi | adel phi ans and t hose who choose to
travel to Philadel phia for care renmain
under threat. And nore specifically,
the communities who already face
structural barriers when seeking
reproductive care remain the nost
vul nerabl e to being harned by these
attacks on abortion rights, poor
wor ki ng- cl ass peopl e, Black and Brown
wonen, queer people, inmmgrants and

people who |ive and work in settings
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where reproductive care is
stigmati zed.

Each of these bills in
different ways keeps in mnd the
vul nerability of these popul ati ons and
wor ks to ensure that everyone in
Phi | adel phia has the protection they
need to safely receive and provide
abortion care.

My bill specifically would
updat e Phil adel phia's anti -
discrimnation | aws to protect
reproductive health decisions from
wor kpl ace di scrim nation and
retaliation. Keep in mnd that many
wonen i n Phil adel phia can't afford to
m ss a paycheck, let alone risk |osing
their jobs. Wth this bill,

Phi | adel phia is denonstrating that we
will do everything we can to ensure

t hat soneone's deci sion about their
reproductive health cannot be used
agai nst them or be grounds for
dismssal. As |ocal |eaders, we have

the responsibility to ensure that no
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one i s punished for making the right
deci sions for their body, their
famlies and their futures.

And lastly, | want to
enphasi ze that the Reproductive
Freedom Package is the result of
ri gorous research and st akehol der
engagenent, and it woul d not be
possi bl e wi t hout the expert gui dance
of abortion providers, reproductive
heal t h advocates and people with
firsthand experience.

And | want to specifically
t hank the Wonen's Law Project, Planned
Par ent hood of Pennsyl vania, New Voi ces
for Reproductive Justice, the Abortion
Li berati on Fund of PA, ACLU PA
Adri enne CGhorashi and Professor Cohen
for their partnership in refining this
| egi sl ati on.

And with that, | want to
t hank ny col | eagues Counci | nenber Gym
and Counci |l menber Gauthier for their
work on this package, also ny

col | eagues who co-sponsored this
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| egi sl ati on and our panelists for
bei ng here today.

Thank you so nuch,

Chai r per son Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. And we're going to nove right
into having the Clerk call the first
panel forward.

Madam Cl erk, wll you please
call the first panel of w tnesses we
have to testify this norning.

THE CLERK: Dr. Cheryl
Betti gol e.

DR. BETTI GOLE: Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI LWMOVAN BASS:  Good
norni ng. Please state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

DR BETTI GOLE: Good norni ng,
Chair Bass, Vice-Chair Oh, nenbers of
the Public Health and Human Services
Commttee. |['mDr. Cheryl Bettigole,
Conmm ssi oner for the Departnent of
Public Health. Thank you for allow ng
ne to testify on Bill Nos. 220656 and
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220665.

Abortion is essential to
public health. Evidence shows that
access to reproductive health
services, including the right to save
abortions, inproves health outcones
and supports econonmic nobility and
success. Furthernore, restricting
access to abortion services woul d
pl ace the governnent squarely between
a patient and their health care
provi der, denying individuals privacy
and autonony over their bodies and
know edge to nake their own inforned
heal t hcar e deci si ons.

Ext ensi ve research indi cates
that policies that prohibit or
restrict access to abortion expose
pregnant individuals to increased
psychol ogi cal distress, significant
health risks caused from seeki ng
abortion services outside of the
heal t hcare system at a higher risk of
pregnancy-rel ated conplicati ons,

i ncl udi ng deat h.
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This last point needs to be
enphasi zed. There i s dangerous
rhetoric that a reasonable alternative
havi ng an abortion is to carry a
pregnancy and then put the baby up for
adoption. This reasoni ng does not
consi der that pregnancy itself carries
very real health risk that far exceeds
t hose of abortion, with an estimated
risk of death approximately 14 tines
hi gher than that of abortion.

In contrast to nobst nations
in the world, maternal nortality has
risen in the US. in recent years,
adding to these concerns. In
Phi | adel phi a, pregnancy-rel ated
nortality is currently above the
nati onal average. Disparities in
pregnancy outconmes remain a concern in
Phi | adel phia, with 58 percent of the
pregnancy- associ ated deaths in the
Cty taking the lives of Bl ack
bi rt hi ng peopl e who make up 43 percent
of births cityw de.

Bl ack Phi |l adel phians are four
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tinmes nore likely to die from
pregnancy-rel ated causes than Wite
Phi | adel phians. This disparity wl|l
only be exacerbated by abortion
restrictions, which could limt the
ability of a young teen or a wonan
with conplex nedical conditions to
make her own nedi cal deci sions
together wth her doctor.

As a famly nedicine
physician, |'ve seen firsthand how an
unpl anned pregnancy can inpact people.
The decision to have an abortion is
difficult and deeply personal.

I ndi vi dual s shoul d have the right to
make these inportant decisions about
their pregnancy with the nost up-to-
date, nedically sound information
avai | abl e.

They shoul d have the right to
make these decisions in private
W t hout governnent interference or
fear of |egal consequences.
Legi sl ators and states across the

country are currently passing the | aws
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with the goal of com ng between
doctors and patients, and that should
frighten all of us.

When a patient and their
heal t hcare provider talk inside a
cl osed exam room and when a pregnant
person accesses reproductive and ot her
heal th care services based on their
often painful and difficult personal
choi ces, those kinds of conversations
of services nust be private. Attenpts
to take away that privacy or to use it
agai nst themwhen in their place of
work or to take |egal action against
ei ther the individuals seeking that
care or against the healthcare
providers who care for them nust be
recogni zed for the privacy intrusions
t hat they have.

W al so need to understand
that the vast npjority of the services
provi ded by healthcare facilities that
of fer abortions are not
abortion-related. Wnen go to these

facilities for annual gynecol ogic
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exanms, for birth control, counseling
and prescriptions and for a w de
variety of healthcare problens. This
nmeans that the care at risk goes far
beyond abortion care.

WI |l teenagers trying to
prevent a pregnancy that could
j eopardi ze academ ¢ and econom c
futures think again and avoid going to
an appoi nt nent because they fear their
privacy will not be protected? WII
wonen who work for enployers wth
certain political views avoid or del ay
care for gynecol ogi c probl ens because
they worry that their enployer m ght
find out details of their nedical
condition? And what wll happen if a
pregnant wonman experiences spotting
that could be a sign of an inpending
m scarriage or placenta previa, a dire
conplication of pregnancy for which
pronpt treatnent could be life-saving?
W1l she delay treatnent that could
have nmade a difference to her own life

or that of her baby because of fear
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t hat soneone will think she m ght have
attenpted to have an abortion? WII
doctors be afraid to give appropriate
care to these patients for the sane
reason? These are not theoretical
concerns. |In places where draconi an
abortion laws are now in place in our
country, doctors and patients are
grappling with exactly these

questi ons.

As a City, we have a
responsibility to our residents to
protect themto the extent possible
agai nst these risks and to guard the
privacy of their nedical decisions.
Every person has the right to nmake
I nformed heal thcare decisions. This
shoul d not excl ude peopl e seeki ng
reproductive health care.

There are | aws t hey pass
across this country that would
restrict healthcare providers ability
to provide the nost evidence-inforned
reproductive options to their

patients. This is only exacerbated by
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t he enornous anmount of m sinformation
t hat exi sts about abortion.

We have a responsibility to
provi de public health education to
| nprove awar eness of trusted abortion
and reproductive heal thcare options
and not how to identify m sinformation
about abortion. We nust be clear that
reproductive healthcare services,
I ncl udi ng abortion, remains safe,
accessi ble and I egal in Philadel phia.

There are many reasons that a
pregnant person m ght feel unable or
unwi | ling to continue a pregnancy.
Those reasons are deeply personal and
private. It is critical that anyone
capabl e of becom ng pregnant has the
right to open and honest communi cati on
with their healthcare provider and a
full range of reproductive healthcare
services, including abortion, wthout
fear of |egal repercussions.

| amgrateful to the nenbers
of Gty Council who have taken action

to shore up these protections here in
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Phi | adel phia. In addition to the
protections they offer, these bills
make a clear statenent to the
residents of our Cty, that we val ue
their privacy and right to make
deci si ons about their health in
consultation with their healthcare
providers and wi thout interference.
Thank you for the opportunity to
testify, and 1'll be happy to answer
any questi ons.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, Conm ssioner, Dr. Bettigole. |
just want to applaud you for the work
that you' ve done on this issue over
the years. As soneone practicing in
nedi ci ne and agai n as sonmeone who, as
you stated, is intimately famli ar
wi th the changes that can happen when
soneone has an unpl anned pregnancy and
t he deci sion-nmaki ng that has to happen
around t hat.

| do think that it seens many
peopl e who do not support a woman's

right to choose have either no idea of
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the thought, the discussion, the
prayer, all of the things that go into
making a critical decision around the
choice that you have. It's a
protection of that choice. |It's just
so, so very inportant and | thank you
for the work that you have done over

t he years.

We're going to have our next
panelist on this issue, and then we'll
have questions for the panel, if there
are any. Qur next panelist.

THE CLERK: Dr. Mario DeMarco
and Davi d Cohen.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: | think
we had -- hold on. | think fromthe
Ofice of the Mayor we had Ki a Ghee.

THE CLERK: Chair Bass, there
have been changes to the agenda for
time-constraints of the panelists.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: (Okay. So
before we proceed, |1'd like to get
t hose changes so that | know exactly
what |'m doi ng here. So, Madam O erk,

I f you can send ne those changes
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before we proceed so | know what |'m
doing. |If we've nmade changes, | need
to see them

You know what, while we're
wai ting for the script for the sake of
time 1'mgoing to ask Kia to go ahead
and get started. [|'mnot sure what
the new order is, but while we're
wai ting and we have this tine why
don't we have Ms. Kia Ghee fromthe
Mayor's O fice proceed.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Madam
Chair?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yes,
Counci | menber .

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Yes.
Thank you so nuch. Qur apol ogi es, but
Dr. DeMarco only has until 11:30 as a
practicing physician, and could we
just have himgo to his testinony for
right now, and then I think we can go
directly back to the Mayor's
Adm ni stration right afterwards?

COUNCI LWMOVAN BASS: Can we

hold for one second because | just --
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again, since there have been sone
changes to the order of things, |I'd
like to see what they are because |
was not nmade aware of them so | need
to be aware as the Chair. |If we can
just get a copy of that over to ne and
then we can have hi m proceed, but
otherwise | need to go by the script
as it was prepared.

DR. DeMARCO. She can go
ahead of nme as initially intended.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Dr. DeMarco, we will certainly try to
get you out by 11:30. | don't know
what Ms. Chee, how | ong her testinony
Is. |I'massumng it's less than 11
m nutes. So why don't we have her
cone forward while I'mwaiting for
that information.

Good norning. Can we have
you state your nanme for the record and
proceed with your testinony, and if
you can condense your testinony if
possi bl e, that would be fantastic.

MS. GHEE: Yes, | will. Good
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norning. M nanme is Kia Ghee. And
"1l just go ahead and shorten ny
testinmony to get the doctor out of
her e.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you
so nuch. Thank you.

M5. GHEE: Thank you.
Counci | menber Bass and nenbers of City
Counci |, good norning and thank you
for advancing this very inportant
| egislation. As | said, nmy nane is
Kia Ghee and | amthe Executive
Director of the Phil adel phia
Conm ssi on on Human Rel ati ons.

| am here to express support
for this bill, which will protect and
expand an individual's fundanent al
right to reproductive health care and
abortion access. It wll also provide
for reasonabl e accommodati ons for
t hose who have nedi cal needs rel ated
to the reproductive decisions that
t hey make.

As Phil adel phia's official

civil rights agency, our agency
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enforces the Fair Practices O dinance,
which is an inportant set of anti-
discrimnation |laws that will protect
all categories, including sex, gender
fromdiscrimnation and pronote
equality. Qur agency uphol ds equal
protection |aws that safeguard the
right to autonony, health and econom c
opportunity for all people, including
for those who can becone pregnant.

Repr oducti ve heal t h aut onony
allows an individual the ability to
control their own |life as an equal
citizen. Prior to Roe v. \Wade, only
11 percent of wonen age 25 to 44 held
col | ege degrees. By wonen, | intend
for the termto be inclusive of any
I ndi vidual that is capable of becom ng
pr egnant .

According to the YWCA, wonen
often rely on this right to abortion
as they are enbarking on their
educati onal career and personal
j ourneys. \Wen they exercise

reproductive health autonony, they are

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Public Health 34
11/ 10/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

able to reach their long-term goals,
educati onal attai nnent, workforce
participation and | ong-term economc
security and health. In the decade
since Roe, nore than 40 percent of
wonen age 25 to 44 hold coll ege
degrees and nore wonen chil d- bearing
age have joined the workforce and
expanded their careers.

I n June of 2022, the Suprene
Court overturned Roe in a decision
that has allowed the states rights to
overrule an individual's right to
exerci se personal autonony over their
body. I n Phil adel phia, we recognize
that this decision ignores the fact
t hat people, particularly those who
are | owincone, often face dire health
and financial consequences when they
becone parents due to pregnancies that
they did not intend to have nor have
the ability to care for.

Failure to protect an
I ndividual's right and to make their

own reproductive health decision wll
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undoubt edl y have harnful and

I nequi t abl e repercussi ons on peopl e of
col or, young people, those with | ow

I ncomes, L@ABTQ individuals, those in
abusi ve rel ationshi ps as well as
people with disabilities.

I n Philadel phia, this is not
just a philosophical dilenma. It is
no secret that we are anong one of the
poorest major cities in the nation or
t hat wonen are anong those that are
entrenched in generational poverty.
U. S. Census Bureau figures underscore
the fact that deep poverty inpacts
wonen di sproportionately nore than
men.

In this Cty, nearly 1 in 4
adults live at or below the poverty
line. And fenal e-headed househol ds
are three tines nore likely to live in
poverty, and this statistic holds
across all races. Consequently, as
often the default caregivers and
famlies, pressures on wonen can be

pervasi ve and | ongl asting, inpacting
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both their physical and nental health
for them and everyone in their
househol d.

| speak on behalf of ny
of fice, the Phil adel phia Comm ssi on on
Human Rel ations, as well as ny
col l eagues in the Admnistration to
support this bill because it protects
a wonen's right to exercise her
aut onony over her body w thout fear of
unl awful discrimnation. |Injustice is
t aki ng away nedi cal autonony and
stigmati zi ng those who are already
systematically oppressed.

The inability to make
personal reproductive health decisions
has i nmense soci oeconom c effects,
particularly for those who are already
facing financial difficulties, |eading
to significantly higher unenpl oynent,
bankruptcy, eviction and court
judgnents. Failure to protect
Phi | adel phia's pregnant and
chi |l d-beari ng popul ation will result

i n a soci oeconom ¢ di sadvant age t hat
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will threaten this Cty's potenti al
prosperity. Wth --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Ms. Chee,
|'"mgoing to ask you to sumari ze, if
you woul d.

M5. GHEE: Yes. | will just
end by saying this is the backdrop
t hat Council undoubtedly had to
consi der when drafting this inportant
| egi slation. W nust continue to
fight to make sure that wonen's rights
are protected and that our eye is
al ways on protecting our
Phi | adel phi ans from di scri m nati on.

So thank you for allowing ne to
briefly testify, and | am avail abl e
for any questions that you nmay have.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you
for your testinony.

And now, we're going to bring
forth Dr. Mari o DeMarco.

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Dr. DeMarco. There we go. Thank you

Doctor. Thank you for your patience.
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M5. DeMARCO. Thank you for
your flexibility and thank you to the
menbers of the Conmttee that have
allowed nme to be present here today
virtually. 1It's a privilege to be
able to provide this testinony to you
thi s norning about such an inportant
| ssue. Thank you guys --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Doct or ?

DR, DeMARCO  Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Pl ease
state your nane for the record and
t hen begin.

DR. DeMARCO Sure. Mario
DeMar co, fam |y physician.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And
pl ease begi n your testinony.

DR DeMARCO It's a
privilege to be here and to provide
this testinony this norning. | think
It's inportant to take tinme to di scuss
and to consi der such pivotal issues
whi ch affect the health of wonmen and
by extension, our conmunities.

As is Dr. Bettigole, | am
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also a famly physician. |'ma famly
physi ci an who practices obstetrics.
My specialty focus is maternal child
heal t h, which includes a great deal of
care and decisions leading into
pregnancy and throughout its course.
As an obstetrical provider, | also
deliver care in the | abor and delivery
hospital settings where | manage | ow
and hi gh-risk pregnanci es and deliver
babi es and take care of famlies
post partum

| can tell you firsthand that
t hough nornative, not all wonen fare
wel | in pregnancy and many suffer in
their postpartumcourse. As you've
heard today, in the United States at
| east 50 percent of pregnancies are
uni nt ended. That nunber is higher for
sel ected groups, such as teens or
wonmen who are recently pregnant. That
of course does not nean that all those
pregnanci es are undesired, but it does
speak to the fact that many barriers

exi st to avoi ding pregnancy, even in
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wonren for whom pregnancy may represent
a grave threat to their own health and
wel | - bei ng.

In 2022, | was appointed to
t he Pennsyl vania Maternal Mortality
Review Comm ttee. Qur work includes
the review of each maternal death in
t he Cormonweal th of Pa up to one year
after delivery. W have seen and
revi ewed countl ess nunbers of cases
where pregnancy was not advised or not
desired, but wonen struggled to find
an abortion provider or a provider who
coul d provide services at their
gest ati onal age.

In one case, a patient went
out of state for a pregnancy
term nation procedure, and the clinic
there determ ned that she had a
finding on her uterus called didel phys
uteri that prevented the procedure
from being done in that clinical
setting on that day and was not
communi cated to any other providers in

Pennsyl vania. That patient died in
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her third trinmester froma ruptured
uterus related to the very condition
that was known in her initial scan at
that out-of-state visit.

Had she had access to
reproductive services closer to hone,
there's no doubt that she would be
alive today. There are a nultitude of
conditions that we know substantially
I ncrease the risk for maternal
norbidity and nortality if they were
to becone pregnant. |It's foolhardy to
bel i eve that just because these
conditions are known to patients or
their providers, that it will be
| npossi ble for those wonen to ever
beconme pregnant. Even the best forns
of contraception are not perfect. For
t hese wonen, access to abortions is as
critical as access to the energency
roomfor those with a broken leg or to
a PET scanner for those with cancer.

As a fam |y physician who
cares for patients throughout their

i fespan, including wonen of

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Health
11/ 10/ 2022

42

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

reproducti ve age who becone pregnant,
havi ng access to abortion providers is
critical to nmaking sure that each
patient has the ability to receive the
right care for their individual and
uni que circunst ances.
|"'mfortunate to work in a
| arger practice where access to
services are not in jeopardy, at |east
not for today. But the threat and
risk that exists for providers who
of fer abortion who need to support
wonen from other states where abortion
I s now outlawed can quickly inpact the
availability of these services, as it
has in many other parts of the state.
Coul d any of us on this call
today inmagine driving into or out of
this Gty without dozens of bill boards
pronoting the services of our Cty's
hospitals. Awareness for patients
about services that could be hel pful
Is a cornerstone of our healthcare
| andscape. Even public health

nessagi ng such as safe sex and COVID
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boosting could be found on buses and
bi || boards throughout the Gty, but no
place is safe for reproductive health
centers to advertise and pronote the
avai lability of these services even
when they are | egal, accessible and
potentially |ife-preserving in certain
si tuati ons.

| encourage this Conmttee to
continue to support neasures which
protect heal thcare providers who
provi de abortion care and those that
refer to them In doing so, we wll
be protecting naternal health and the
famlies that depend on these wonen.
Thank you for your tinme and your
servi ces today.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you
for your testinony.

And at this point, |I'm going
to ask if there are any questions or
comrents from our coll eagues?

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
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Counci | renber Gym do you have
sonmething to say?

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Yes, | ust
sonething brief. | just wanted to --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Sure.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM | just
want to thank again Dr. DeMarco. |
know you're on the floor and how nuch
this neans to you. Thank you so nuch
for testifying, for bringing your
prof essi onal nedical expertise to this
conversation that's so desperately
needs to be guided by it and by
patient experiences, so we really
appreciate it and thank you so nuch.

DR. DeMARCO You're wel cone,
Counci | menber. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Al
right. Any additional comments or
questions for the previous panel?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay, no.
Wel |, thank you, Dr. DeMarco, for
bei ng accomodati ng, we appreciate

that, for your schedule. And also, |
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want to say thank you to Dr. Bettigole
and to Ms. Ghee.

And if we can have the Cerk
call forward the two next nenbers of
Panel 2.

THE CLERK: Professor David
Cohen, and Dr. Jei ghu has been call ed
away for work.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Ckay. So
we will have Dr. Cohen.

DR. COHEN: Good norni ng.
Thank you very much for having ne
her e.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
norni ng. Thank you for being here.

DR COHEN: My nane is David
S. Cohen. [I'ma Professor of Law at
Drexel University's Thonmas R Kline
School of Law. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify in support of
these bills. Along with two other | aw
prof essors, Rachel Rebouché who's the
Dean of Tenple Law School, and G eer
Donley at Pitt Law, |'ve spent the

| ast year studying the |legal issues
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that would arise if the Suprene Court
overturned Roe v. Wade, which has now
happened.

Fourteen states now ban
abortion, and the best experts’
estimates are that a total of about
hal f of the states in country will ban
abortion within a year or two. These
bills prepare Phil adel phia for this
new reality. Philadel phia cannot
change the fact that many states wl|
make abortion illegal, but what you
can do with these bills is protect
Phi | adel phi a heal thcare provi ders and
peopl e who travel here to obtain
health care fromthe very real threat
t hat ot her states pose.

VWhat |"'mreferring to is the
threat that people in other states
will try to investigate, sue or
prosecut e people in Philadel phia for
provi di ng reproductive health care to
peopl e who travel from anti-abortion
states to Phil adel phia for | awf ul

care. W know that people are al ready
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traveling to Phil adel phia for care

t hat our expert abortion providers
provide, and that wll only increase
as the days go on.

O her states have not yet
tried to inpose legal liability or
prosecut e people here in Phil adel phia
for the care they provide people for
traveling, but we are very close to
this reality. Based on the expertise
that |1've devel oped with ny
co-aut hors, we strongly believe that
this risk will intensity in the com ng
years as states seek to ban abortion
not only in their borders, but also
when their residents seek abortion
care in other places such as here.

These bills take two
I nportant steps in this regard. Bil
220656 protects nedical records
privacy so that patient information is
not a part of any out-of-state
attenpts to punish. And Bill 220665
creates a new cause of action

protecting people here from
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bounty-style laws |i ke Texas' SB 8
that is sweeping the nation's anti -
abortion states. Your bill is a
cl assi c cl awback provi sion.

| f anyone in Phil adel phi a
faces a judgnent under one of these
anti-abortion bounty-style |aws, they
will be able to sue in our courts to
get their noney back. This new cause
of action wll discourage anyone from
sui ng sonmeone here under any one of
these new | aws and is an inportant way
for Phil adel phia to fight back agai nst
this new type of anti-abortion
extrem sm

These bills are cutting-edge
I nterventions to protect abortion
access, abortion providers and
abortion patients here in
Phi | adel phia. They w Il ensure that
t he peopl e of Phil adel phia when t hey
are follow ng our state |law as well as
the patients they serve are protected
fromthe risk of prosecution and

| awsuits fromall over the country

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Health
11/ 10/ 2022

49

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

that are based on val ues not shared by
Phi | adel phians. Therefore, | urge you
to pass these bills and show t he
country that Philadelphia is in these
extraordinary tinmes a |l eader in
protecting reproductive rights and
justice. Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. |If we can have -- well, let ne
ask are there any additional questions
for this witness testifying fromthe
panel ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Counci | man Onh has a questi on.
Counci | man On.

COUNCI LMAN OH: Yes. Thank
you very nuch

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  You're
very wel cone.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you for
joining us, Professor. | do have
guestions. And ny question is really
concerni ng your opinion on the

jurisdiction of City Council. At
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| east fromwhat | can see, we have
jurisdiction and the authority to
I ntroduce and pass Bill 220664. That
IS wthin it appears our jurisdiction.

Bill 220656, that appears to
be sonething that is either controlled
by the federal governnent covered by
HI PAA specifically and otherw se state
jurisdiction. And Bill 220665, |I'm
curious your opinion because it deals
with, it appears to deal with the
procedures of the courts which is a
third branch of governnent.

So while |I do understand the
grave concern over the issues that are
bei ng tal ked about, but how does a
Cty Council ordinance actually stand
up legally when nost of the issues
that we're tal ki ng about, for exanple,
out of state, soneone is in a state
t hat has banned abortion that's state
| aw, they cone into Pennsylvani a,
that's state | aw, whatever arises in
any conplication of either being

physically here or being consulted by
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a Pennsyl vani a physician t hrough
tel ehealth, that appears to be state
| aw i ssues.

And so, |'m wondering, for
exanpl e, Phil adel phia issues an
ordi nance, Bristol Township issues a
di fferent ordinance, Bucks County has
an ordi nance, Harrisburg does their
own ordi nance, do any of these
ordi nances -- are they actually |egal
or are on those issues, is that
sonet hing that has to be brought up in
the State House, the State Legislature
or in Congress? Can you comrent on
t hat ?

DR. COHEN:  Sure, Council man
Oh. | can certainly state that these
provi sions are consistent with federal
| aw. Federal |aw | eaves space for
state and | ocal governnments to further
protect privacy and further create
causes of action about infringenent
upon reproductive freedom [|'mnot an
expert on the Phil adel phia authority

on the Pennsylvania's constitutional
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provi si ons about what different cities
are able to do. | leave that
expertise to others in your Law
Depart nent and ot her experts who may
be testifying today.

My understanding is that the
City can create new causes of action
as it affects people who provide
services wwthin the Cty, but | wll
not state any particul ar expertise on
that. That is just what has been
rel ayed to ne by people who do have
nore expertise. So if that is a
concern of yours, | would strongly
encourage you to seek out the
experti se of people who have that
know edge in terns of the bal ance
between city authority and state
authority in the state of
Pennsyl vani a.

COUNCI LMAN CH:  Thank you
very nuch, Professor.

And t hank you, Chairperson,
for allowing ne to ask those

guesti ons.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, Counci |l man.

Any addi tional questions for
this wtness?

Counci | woman Gaut hi er .

COUNCI LWVOVAN GAUTHI ER: |
know t he Counci |l nenber has been aski ng
guestions about this, but we al so have
pretty detail ed guidance fromthe Law
Departnment that we can send your way,
if that is hel pful.

COUNCI LMAN OH: Yes, thank
you very nmuch. | did ask the Law
Departnment. | did get sone feedback
and it was not that clear to ne, but
any additional paperwork or
i nformation will be very nuch
appreci ated. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Sur e.
W're willing to field whatever
addi ti onal questions you have. Thank
you so nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Ckay.
Thank you. And | know that we have

sonme tinme before the next |egislative
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session. So if we get a chance to
answer the Council man's questions
before that, that wll be great.

Ckay. Any additional
guestions? Councilwoman Gauthier, did
you have your hand up still?

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: No.
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.
Thank you.

Counci | woman Gym

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so nuch, Madam Chair.

As | said, | do think that we
have worked very closely with our Gty
Law Departnent to ensure that these
| aws work within our current share of
| egal authority and have incl uded
| anguage to ensure that they are
I nterpreted consistent with federal
and state | aw.

This is clearly an evol ving
| egal area as other states push the
boundari es around their jurisdiction

and their legal authority to reach
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into our City as well. But we are
working diligently to ensure that we
are wthin our current bounds of
authority as these laws continue to
shift. Qur commtnent is to continue
to evolve our | aws as-needed. This is
a fast-noving area.

Legi sl atures and other parts
of the country are noving wth equal
rapidity, and it is equally inportant
for us to be responsive and attentive
and aware that things are noving and
shifting, and we wll continue to nake
sure that our municipal authority
Is -- that we are well w thin our
bounds.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Al
right. Thank you. Can we have the
Clerk call the next wtness pl ease or
t he next panel of w tnesses.

THE CLERK: Tara Mirt ha,

Li ndsey Maul di n and Mary Ebel i ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: G eat.
And if we can have you all go in that

order. If you want to start, Tara, if
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you want to state your nanme for the
record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

M5. MURTHA: Ckay. Hell o,
everyone. Tara Murtha, Wnen's Law
Project. |'mhere today representing
WLP to express support for the
Reproducti ve Freedom Pl at f or m
Founded in 1974, WLP is a public
I nsurance | egal organi zati on devot ed
t o def endi ng and advanci ng gender
justice through inpact litigation,
pol i cy advocacy and community
educati on.

"' mal so here speaking as a
| ongtinme resident of Phil adel phia and
as a wonan targeted by our state
| egislature's relentless efforts to
interfere wwth nmy capacity to obtain
reproductive health care in ways that,
not coincidentally, would dimnish ny
ability to engage in public life |ike
the privilege of speaking here with
you all today.

It is urgent that | ocal
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governnents protect residents from
anti-abortion state overreach. The
goal was never to return the issue to
the states. As evident by
Pennsyl vani a state | awrakers wor ki ng
to strip our reproductive autonomny
rights of our State Constitution via
t he proposed anti-abortion
constitutional anmendnent, the plan,
currently in progress, was always to
elimnate our federal rights to
enpower anti-abortion state | awrakers
to extend their reach into our hones,
our bodi es, our phones, our doctors’
of fi ces, our conversations, our online
search histories, our friendships and
our private famly life. Such efforts
of course are al so happening in other
states threatening to overreach into
Phi | adel phia as people travel ed here
to receive the health care they need.
Unfortunately, the sexi st
| deol ogy that seeks to punish us for
our reproductive choices extends into

enpl oynent typically by way of

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Public Health 58
11/ 10/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

pregnancy discrimnation, a persistent
problemin Pennsylvania. It's
i1lumnating that the sane state
| awmakers attenpting to force us to
carry pregnanci es against our will are
si mul t aneously enabling our enpl oyers
to fire us over it by refusing to pass
a law to protect pregnant workers. In
the eyes of anti-abortion | awmrekers,
there is no correct reproductive
choi ce that protects you from harm
only subordi nati on and oppression for
havi ng the capacity for pregnancy at
al | .

Thankful ly, Iike the
| egi sl ati ve package we're di scussing
t oday, Phil adel phia Gty Council took
action in response to the General
Assenbly | eadership's failure and
enacted a Gty ordi nance to protect
pregnant Pennsyl vani ans for being
forced to choose between their health
and a paycheck.

WLP strongly supports the

Reproductive Rights Fair Practices
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Bill, which would make it explicit
t hat the Phil adel phia anti -
di scrimnation | aw prevents workpl ace
di scrim nation agai nst enpl oyees for
any reproductive health care
deci si ons, whet her that neans seeking
abortion care, fertility assistance or
contraception.

The Wonen Law Project's
position is that laws like this
shoul dn't be needed. Term nating a
pregnancy is inherently related to the
classification of sex and the |aw
al ready prohibits sex discrimnation,
I ncl udi ng di scrimnation based on
pregnancy, childbirth or rel ated
medi cal conditi on.

However, if there's one thing
we've | earned fromwatchi ng courts
(i naudi bl e) our rights is that the
nore clearly our rights can be stated
In the plain | anguage of the law, the
better. W support the whole
Repr oducti ve Freedom Pl atform

Enforcing restrictions in |aw that
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puni sh and crimnalize an extrenely
common nedi cal procedure requires

I nvasi ve surveillance and woul d

di sproportionately punish and

i ncarcerate Bl ack wonen and birthing
people in communities of color, a

bl eak reality that would anplify and
per pet uat e deep-rooted inequities and
underscores the need for robust
privacy protection.

It's also critical to deter
the use of anti-abortion vigilante
civil lTawsuits, which incentivizes
anti-abortion activists to hunt for
friends and nei ghbors' private
reproductive health information in
exchange for financial reward.
Finally, we support the assenbly of a
task force focused on preserving our
reproductive autonony and protecting
us fromthe overreaching efforts of
anti-abortion state | awmakers around
the country and here in the
Commonweal t h.

Thank you to the Council wonen
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Gym Brooks and Gauthier for the
invitation and for leading this
critical effort to defend our
reproductive autonony and privacy of
all Phil adel phians am d a ruthl ess
political effort to deprive us of
both. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you
for your testinony. |If we could have
t he next panelist state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

M5. MAULDIN: Hi, everyone
and thank you for inviting nme to be
here today. My nane is Lindsey
Maul din and |'mthe Vice-president of
Advocacy and Public Policy with
Pl anned Par ent hood Sout heastern
Pennsylvania. |'malso here today
representing Planned Parent hood
Pennsyl vani a Advocates, the advocacy
and policy armof Planned Parenthood
here in the Commonweal t h.

| want to reiterate that we

applaud this effort to protect and
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expand access to sexual and
reproductive health care, including
abortion by the Gty of Phil adel phia.
That's because at Pl anned Parent hood
we know that abortion is health care.
W know it's health care that
I ndi vi dual s need and rely on
regardl ess of their political
affiliation, religion, sex, sexual
orientation or ethnic background.

W know that 1 in 4
I ndi viduals will access this care in
their lifetime and that a majority of
I ndi vi dual s across the country and in
the state of Pennsyl vani a support
abortion remaining legal. It's
| nportant to note that before the
Suprene Court decision which
overturned Roe and set off a nunber of
bans in other states, abortion
providers and patients still face
burdens in providing and receiving
abortion care in Pennsylvania. Just
because abortion is | egal does not

nean it's accessible for everyone. 48
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percent of individuals in Pennsylvania
live without an abortion provider in
their county.

Si nce the Suprene Court, our
City affiliates in Western and Centr al
Pennsyl vani a have seen an influx of
patients fromother states. Patients
fromstates |ike West Virginia and
Ohio are coming into Pennsylvania to
access care in Pittsburgh where there
are only a fewclinics available to
offer care. Inevitably, we wll see
patients fromthose parts of the state
start to mgrate to the Southeast to
access care. Al though we believe your
zip code shouldn't determ ne your
ability to access health care and no
pati ent shoul d have to undert ake
burdensone travel to access basic
reproductive health care services, we
wel come patients fromall parts of the
country and state at our clinics in
Phi | adel phi a and t hroughout the
regi on.

Policies that restrict
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abortion interfere with the patient
and provider relationship and coul d
have inplications |ike we've heard
today for other health care besides
abortion, IVF treatnment, mscarriage
managenent and treatnment for ectopic
pregnanci es. These are all procedures
that could be at stake with sonme of
the policies and restrictions we've
seen cone forward both here in
Pennsyl vania and in our states.

In fact, we heard horror
stories of this already playing out in
states that have restricted access to
abortion. W fear that this intrusion
In the doctor and patient rel ationship
coul d have inpacts on other care like
contraception care and care for LGBTQ
patients. Laws that protect the
privacy of our patients and for
providers help in dismantling sone of
the fears that exist around providing
and receiving abortion care. And
we're thankful to the | eadership of

t he Phil adel phia Gty Council for
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I ncl udi ng these provisions in the
Reproducti ve Freedom Pl at f or m

We al so know that stigm
still exists around abortion care and
provision. So at Planned Parenthood,
we are excited to see steps taken to
ensure that patients cannot be
di scrim nated against for their
reproducti ve heal thcare deci sions.
Finally, it's inportant to note that
this extrene opposition to abortion
denies the fact that these are
personal nedical decisions. This
di al ogue erases the humanity of these
pati ents who seek abortion. An
abortion stignma present in state and
national policies reinforces the false
noti on that abortion patients and
provi ders do not deserve protection.
Because of this pervasive stigm and
extrem sm we have seen viol ence at
sonme of our clinics in an effort to
provi de care.

I n August of 2021, we

experienced two clinic takeovers at
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Pl anned Par ent hood Sout heastern
Pennsyl vania. Sinul taneous attacks at
our West Chester and Phil adel phi a

| ocations, protesters bl ocked

t hensel ves in our health centers and
stopped care for hours, terrifying
patients, providers and staff.

W' ve al so experienced
physi cal vi ol ence agai nst sone of our
vol unteer escorts who are just trying
to help patients make it to their
appoi nt nents safely. Though we've
wor ked successfully with the
Phi | adel phia Police Departnent,
District Attorneys' Ofices and FBI to
ensure these attacks won't happen
again, our providers and patients
operate under a veil of stigma and
fear that is not present in any other
heal t hcare setting.

This slate of |egislation put
forward by Philadel phia Cty Counci
sends a nessage to Phil adel phians, to
abortion providers in the region and

to anyone that needs to cone here for
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care. W trust you to make the
decision that's best for you and to
access that care safely and w t hout
fear. We're thankful for those
policies that aimto protect and
provi de nore security for those
seeki ng abortion and ot her sexual and
reproductive health care.

We at Pl anned Parent hood | ook
forward to working alongside Gty
Council, the Mayor's O fice and ot her
reproductive health and justice
advocates in Philadel phia to build out
what the future of these prograns wll
| ook |i ke and how we can all best
protect and expand access to abortion
for those who are nost marginalized in
our conmmunities. Thank you again for
havi ng nme today.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you
for your testinony. And if we can
have the next panelist please state
your name for the record and begin
your testinony, and then we'll allow

for questions fromthe Conmttee.
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Ckay. Mary, please state
your name for the record and begin
your testinony.

MS. EBELI NG Thank you,

Chai rwoman Bass and Counci | woren Gym
Gaut hi er and Brooks, co-sponsors of

t he Reproductive Freedom Platform for
inviting nme to speak to the elected
menbers, and it is ny honor to give
testinony today on Bill No. 220656,

t he proposed |l egislation that protects
reproductive health data privacy. M
name is Mary Ebeling and | am a

Prof essor of Soci ol ogy at Drexel

Uni versity and a resident of West

Phi | adel phi a.

| was asked to speak to you
today on the collection and use of
reproductive health data by for-profit
third parties outside of the health
care sector and outside of the
protections of H PAA and how t hese
transacti ons can seriously harmthe
nost vul nerabl e Phil adel phi ans, any

resi dent capabl e of becom ng pregnant

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Health
11/ 10/ 2022

69

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

who may be seeking reproductive health
care in the Cty. Wat |'mabout to
share is ny expert testinony and not
representative of ny enpl oyer's

posi tion.

About a decade ago, |
underwent assisted reproductive health
care at one of the City's best
reproductive health clinics. Wile ny
efforts to becone pregnant and give
birth through I'VF failed, |
experienced three mscarriages all by
the 12th week of pregnancy. | did, in
fact, have a baby of sorts. A baby
born fromthe purloined informtion
about the fact that | was trying to
get pregnant gl eans from nmy phone, ny
credit card, ny loyalty card used at
phar maci es, ny | P address and ot her
private sources that were segnented
into marketing lists and sold to
anyone with a few hundred dol | ars.

In my case, the credit bureau
Experi an col | ected and packaged ny

data into their new parent's marketing
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dat abase and sold it, along with the
data of another 1200 residents living
I n West Phil adel phia to third-party
conpanies, all in a bid to get ne to
buy baby things.

| only found out that ny
heal t h data had been sold when |
received a free sanple of infant
formula in the nmail delivered on the
sane day that ny doctor told ne that
she could no longer find a heart beat.
Since then, | have dedicated ny life
to investigating how data brokers buy
and sell highly sensitive informtion
about sone of the nost traumatic and
private health events that anyone can
experi ence.

Dat a brokers, conpani es that
aggregate and sell personally
I dentifiable information on al nost
every resident in the United States to
ot her busi nesses, nake these
transactions w thout the know edge or
consent of the people that they sel

data on. It is an industry that is
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virtually unregulated in the U S

Sonme of the biggest data
brokers have nanes that you may be
famliar wth, such as Experi an,
Googl e or Lexi sNexis, which provides
personal data for use in anything in
crimnal investigations to research
and health care. And others you may
not have heard of, such as | QVI A that
provides big pharma with information
on doctors who are prescribing -- on
what doctors are prescribing to their
patients or Axiomthat holds data on
21 mllion healthcare providers across
the U S.

The Counci | menbers shoul d
know that for those who profit from
our health data, all data are
consi dered health data. Meaning that
t hese conpani es coll ect and sell
health data on mllions of Anericans
outside of the protections of federal
and state data privacy regul ations
| i ke HI PAA. Fromthings that

Phi | adel phi ans do every day |ike
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wal ki ng down the street near a Pl anned
Par ent hood t hr ough geof enci ng phones
to purchasing prenatal vitamns at a

| ocal CVS even wth cash, by

pur chasi ng transacti onal dat a,
surveillance canmera data or a loyalty
card data to surfing the Wb t hrough
collecting browser data that can be
linked directly to an individual's IP
address and then through sophisticated
anal ytical techniques, are able to
Identify an individual in order to
make i nferences about their health,

i ncluding their reproductive

heal t h- seeki ng behavi ors.

Imagine if these intimte
data were sold not to marketers as it
was in ny case, but to vigilante anti -
abortion extrem sts | ooking to dox a
provider or a person seeking
reproductive health care or an abusive
ex- tracking down a pregnant
ex-partner to cash in on a bounty or
to an out-of-state police officer who

pur chases data without a warrant.
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In nmy case and for mllions
of others that can becone pregnant,
Experi an made a guess about ny
reproductive health. Even if they got
it wong, it was very close to the
truth, and they sold it to anyone who
had the noney to buy it. Information
t hat nost consi dered deeply personal,
private and only to be shared between
a patient and her doctor and that
shoul d never be crimnalized or be
sol d.

| believe that this proposed
| egislation is one small step towards
protecting the reproductive health
data of tens of thousands of
Phi | adel phi ans from an essentially
unregul at ed reproductive health data
mar ket pl ace and can shield sone of the
nost vul nerabl e Phil adel phi ans, who
are our relatives, our friends and
nei ghbors who are seeking reproductive
heal th services from serious and
I rreparabl e harm

|"mgrateful to the
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Counci | wonen for drafting these bills
to protect all Phil adel phians' right
to health data privacy and | urge the
Council to pass these into law, and it
has been ny honor to speak to the
Counci | today.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you
for your testinony. Excellent
testinony all around.

Counci | woman Gaut hi er, do you
have a question?

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER- Thank
you, Madam Chair.

| just wanted to thank
Prof essor Ebeling for sharing her
story with us. |I'mreally sorry that
happened to you and that you
experienced such breach of trust and
privacy. It's very disturbing and
di sgusting even, but | also just thank
you for sharing such a painfu
testi nony because that was probably
one of the nost powerful exanples of
why this package of legislation is

i mportant. So thank you so nuch for
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what you' ve done to nake sure that
this doesn't happen to other people.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, Counci | woman.

Counci | woman Gym

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so nuch, Madam Chair.

Prof essor Ebeling, again
t hank you so nuch for your testinony.
| have two questions. | am curious
about how you think that restrictions
on the disclosure of healthcare data
m ght have i npacted your situation and
how you thi nk meani ngful restrictions
coul d hel p others?

M5. EBELI NG  Thank you,
Counci | wman Gym for these questions.
| think that obviously in ny case and
In the case for mllions of other
patients, H PAA is not sufficient
enough to protecting health data
privacy. So | believe that the
| egi sl ation that you' re proposing wll
go to a point where we'll go in sone

direction to kind of fill in those
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gaps and holes that health data can

| eak out of and can be exposed to, |
mean, virtually anyone that has a few
hundred dollars to buy the
information. So |'m hopeful that your
| egislation, if passed, will help to
fill those gaps and hol es.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  And t hen
al so, I know that you' ve taken a | ook
at how | CE make use of big data to
further its ainms. Can you just talk a
little bit about that and maybe share
any parallels wth how abortion
opponents, including state governnents
and others, could use data to
persecute or harass Phil adel phia
provi ders, patients and those who help
t henf?

M5. EBELING Yes. So the
| CE case that you're referring to is
an i nstance where Denver, Col orado
which is a sanctuary city much |ike
Phi | adel phia is, kind of worked around
or sidestepped the sanctuary | aws by

buyi ng data on every single resident
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I n Denver from Lexi sNexis in order to
target and prosecute individual people
that they were trying to target, but
t hey exposed the data of every
resi dent.

So that was one way that |
t hi nk those ki nds of behaviors are
possi ble in a place |ike Phil adel phia
as well as where let's say an
out-of-state police force who is
trying to go after a pregnant person
that is seeking abortion care here in
Phi | adel phia coul d concei vably
purchase data on a targeted individual
to verify or confirmor even find
where they're at, in a simlar way not
only individual s seeking abortion
care, but as well as providers
provi ding care, because there is a
whol e industry within big data that
specifically service health care. So
t hey have finely-grained detailed
I nformati on on every single provider
in the United States no matter what

kind of care they provide, but
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I ncl udi ng reproductive health and
abortion care.

So to nme, it's very
conceivable that if marketers can buy
ny data, so can anti-abortion
activists or vigilantes or officers
fromother districts where abortion is
i1l egal.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so much for helping clarify that and
for enphasizing that this is just as
much about us being responsive to
changes. And as we said earlier,

t echnol ogy, data coll ection,
surveillance, et cetera, that is a
rapidly evolving area, so our

muni cipalities need to be paying
attention to ensure the privacy rights
of all people, including those who
seek reproductive health care. But |
think the basic tenets of this issue
extend beyond that. So thank you for
hel ping clarify that and thank you so
much for your testinony today.

M5. EBELING  Thank you. It
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was a true honor. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.

Any addi tional questions?
(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And i f
not, we'll nove on. |If we can have
the Cerk call the last panel to
testify --

COUNCI LMAN OH:  May |
interrupt? | actually have to | eave
as previously discussed for other
Counci |l business, so l'd like to be
excused and just note that | wll be
voting aye on all bills and other
matters that conme up today. | do just
note that | have questions and
hopefully they will be answered.
Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, Councilman Ch. You did nake that
clear. M apologies. | did see your
nmessage. | thought you actually had
already left, but thank you for
clarifying. And you will be noted as

an aye on all three bills, so thank --
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COUNCI LMAN CH: Al right.
Thank you very nmuch. Have a nice day.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, Counci | man.

Al right. If we can have
the Clerk call forward the | ast panel
to testify today.

THE CLERK: Lizbeth
Rodri guez, Sam a Bristow, Adrienne
Ghorashi, Melissa Cerber.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Very
good. And if we can start in the
order in which you were call ed.

Li zbeth, | believe you were first. |If
we coul d have you state your nane for
the record and proceed wth your

t esti nony.

MS. RODRI GUEZ: Yes. M nane
I's Lizbeth Rodriguez. Thank you for
havi ng me today. Dear Counci
Presi dent O arke and di stingui shed
menbers of Philadelphia's Gty
Council, again ny nane is Lizbeth
Rodriguez. | serve as the Bilingual

Pati ent Advocate and Community
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Engagenent Coordinator with the
Wnen's Centers, a group of
| ndependent abortion providers with
centers in Georgia, Connecticut, New
Jersey and here in Pennsylvania, at
our Del aware County and Phil adel phi a
Wnen Centers.

Qur Phi | adel phi a Wnen
Centers is located in the beautiful
Chi nat own nei ghbor hood, between 7th
and 8th, Arch and Race. W specialize
in first and second trinmester abortion
care serving 6,000 to 8,000 wonen,
trans nmen and gender non-conform ng
peopl e seeki ng abortion care each
year. Right now|l'mactually taking a
break from providing patients with
care to tal k about the inportance of
reproductive care with y'all.

|"'mhere with you today on
behal f of resilient staff of the
Phi | adel phia Wnen Centers, who have
been providing care despite ongoing
stigma, years of harassnent fromanti-

abortion extrem sts, years of facing
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anti-abortion I oss and restrictions
and up to nost recently, a gl obal
epi dem c.

Despite all of that, we are
cel ebrating 50 years of providing
abortion care with dignity and respect
for Pennsyl vani ans and others who are
traveling outside of their communities
to seek care. As abortion providers,
we know that abortion has a profound
I mpact in inproving people's health
and |ives and inproving their
opportunity to determne their own
futures.

"' mal so here on behal f of
our patients who al ready face extrene
anti-abortion loss and restrictions
that make it harder for -- that nake
It harder for Black, BIPOC and
I ndi genous communi ties, LGBTQ A fol ks,
people wth disabilities, young folks,
peopl e who are | ooking to make ends
meet and those who live in rura
areas, who already nust navigate

expensi ve and often racist health care
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systens, confront police violence and
di scrimnation and grapple with
econom c insecurity and ot her
chal | enges.

Abortion is a safe and conmon
procedure, and you should be able to
get abortion care when you need it.
Unfortunately, msinformati on about
abortion providers and efforts to
shanme peopl e who need abortions
further perpetuate violence. The
Phi | adel phia Wonen Center's staff and
their patients rely on community
support networks such abortion funds
and practical support volunteers,
especially also a group of robust
clinic escort vol unteers.

Clinic escorts nake a team of
I ndi spensabl e vol unteers whose role is
to wel cone patients and guests to our
centers and nmake parking and entry
swft. Oten tines, patient escorts
are the first smling faces our
patients encounter, especially when

sidewal k bullies and protesters are
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present .

Oten tinmes, our very own
patients are eager to give back by
becom ng patient escorts thensel ves
due to the harassnent they experience
when sinply | ooking to access their
heal t hcare facility. Qur vision for
peopl e seeking abortion care is clear.
Everyone who needs abortion care
shoul d be able to get it w thout being
shaned, harassed, punished or going
br oke.

We strongly encourage you to
stand wth us and all those who rely
on us for abortion care by passing
Bills 220656, 220664 and 220665 to
ensure that everyone who lives in
Pennsyl vani a and Phi |l adel phia and
those who are traveling to seek care
with us are able to receive full range
of reproductive health care, and that
Is regardless their race, ethnicity
and immgration status. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And t hank

you for your testinony today.
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Qur next panelist, Sam a
Bri stow, please state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

M5. BRI STON Good afternoon.
My nane is Sama Bristow And |I'mthe
Associ ate Vi ce-president of Prograns
at Maternity Care Coalition. Today
for the last 40 years, Maternity Care
Coal i tion has been an advocate for the
wel | - bei ng and the birthing people and
small children

MCC believes in an equitable
and just future for all famlies and
Is commtted to chall enging the
structures that create barriers to
equity. |1'mhonored to speak on
behal f of MCC in favor of this package
of bills that protect our reproductive
rights. As an organization, MCC views
abortion in the context of public
heal th and nore specifically, maternal
and child health.

It is one of many

reproductive health services that
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shoul d be safe and accessible to al
pregnant and parenting famlies.
Wil e abortion is still legal in
Pennsyl vania, we anticipate conti nued
barriers to access in an environnent
for those providing and seeking
abortions nmay becone increasingly
volatile. Legislation |like the bills
proposed are crucial as things

conti nue to unfold.

Earlier this year, MCC staff
and the communities we serve were
shaken to our core when we watched the
Suprenme Court take away the
constitutional right to abortion. CQur
advocates who work directly with
fam|ies have expressed a sense of
anxi ety about the |ack of federal
protection for abortion access.
Overwhel m ngly, they are concerned for
t he ongoing safety of their clients
for their health and their
reproducti ve autonony.

Attacks on abortion and

reproductive health care access are
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deeply connected to maternal and child
heal th outconmes. Recently scholars at
the University of Col orado published a
report denonstrating the

I nt erconnect edness of reproductive
heal th and maternal child health.

Schol ars projected an increase of
approximately 14 percent in the
maternal nortality rate in states
where abortion is banned or access is
severely restricted. Their research
found that Black wonen woul d be npst
significantly inpacted.

Unwant ed pregnanci es are al so
associated wth pretermbirth and | ow
birth rate, which together are a
| eadi ng cause for infant nortality.
Thi s package of reproductive rights
bills noves the City closer to
ensuring the protection and
enpower ment of Phil adel phi ans seeki ng
reproductive care.

Furthernore, it honors the
expertise that every parent has in

their own experience and their right
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to set goals for thenselves and their
fam |y and seek success through their
own definitions and nethods, free from
val ue judgnents and expectations
established in systemcally
I nequi tabl e institutions.

MCC stands with nmenbers of
City Council in our continued effort
to create a | andscape of bold,
holistic and intersectional policy
responses to protect our reproductive
freedons. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And t hank
you. Thank you for your testinony.

| believe we have Adrienne
next .

MS. CGHORASHI: Good
af t ernoon.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Pl ease
state your nane for the record and
pr oceed.

M5. GHORASHI : Sure. Good
afternoon. Thank you, Chair Bass,
Counci | renbers Gym Brooks, Gauthier

and the Commttee nenbers for having
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me. M nane is Adrienne Ghorashi and
|"ma reproductive health | awer and
researcher at the Center for Public
Heal t h Law Research at Tenpl e
University. |I'malso a Board nenber
of the Abortion Liberation Fund of
Pennsyl vania and a Board nenber of the
ACLU of Pennsyl vani a.

|"mtestifying on behal f of
the ACLU PA in support of the
protections on Bill Nos. 220656 and
220665. As soneone who studied the
| npact of abortion restrictions in the
U S. over the past six years, the
rapi d | egal devel opnents in the wake
of Dobbs have al ready devast at ed
abortion care across the nation.

M1 lions of pregnant capable
I ndi vidual s | ost abortion access
nearly overni ght as providers were
forced to stop caring for their
patients. As states |like Texas and
Okl ahoma continue to increasingly
crimnalize essential reproductive

heal th care, abortion providers,
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hel pers and patients are in urgent
need of | egal protection.

The chilling effect of
abortion crimnalization and so-called
bounty-hunter | aws such as Texas SB 8
has terrorized the abortion-providing
and supporting community. The | egal
ri sk that providers and hel pers,

I ncl udi ng abortion funds and practical
support networks, potentially face by
providing care to out-of-state
abortion-seekers is anbi guous and
threatens the availability of the
essential services to those who need
It nost.

Addi tional Iy, individuals
seeki ng reproductive health care may
face risk of harassnent, investigation
and prosecution when the privacy of
their personal health information is
unpr ot ected of abusive litigation and
puni shnmrent. Not only do these | egal
ri sks severely limt access to
abortion, they also inpact the

provi sion of m scarriage and
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pregnancy-rel ated care and access to
contraceptive services, including
ener gency contraception.

After attending a nmmajor
public health conference just this
past week, the majority of ny
conversations with providers,
heal t hcare workers, researchers and ny
ot her coll eagues centered on fears and
questions related to navigating this
post - Roe | egal | andscape.

To be clear, this climte of
fear and uncertainty is absolutely
part of the intent of such | aws passed
by politicians who are violently anti -
abortion and anti-public health.

Mai ntai ni ng a safe environnment for
people to provide an access to central
reproductive health services is a
public health and policy nmatter for
all levels of governnment to engage in.

As we see states hostile to
abortion enbol dened in their attacks,
it is critical that other states and

| ocalities respond just as forcefully
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to strengthen and expand access. In
an effort to address the overreach of
state laws that seek to control our
bodi es and reproductive autonony, at
| east 15 states have enacted such
shield laws in order to protect
provi ders, helpers and patients from
out-of-state liability and
prosecution, and a nunber of cities
have al so foll owed suit.

Phi | adel phia's proposed
| egislation is a proactive and
wel conmed step forward i n saf eguardi ng
abortion access by attenpting to
mtigate the uncertain legal risk
surroundi ng reproductive health care
and protecting the reproductive health
privacy of patients, providers and
hel pers. The ACLU of Pennsyl vani a
strongly supports the Reproductive
Freedom Pl at f orm and ur ges
Counci | renbers to do the sanme. Thanks
so much for your tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you

very nmuch for your testinony. And |
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bel i eve we have one final panelist.
Mel i ssa Weil er Gerber, please state
your nane for the record and proceed.

M5. WEI LER GERBER  Thank
you, Chair Bass and Council nenbers and
Sponsors Gym Gaut hi er and Brooks and
all nmenbers of Council and hearing
attendees for investing your tine
today and hearing nore about the
critical need to protect abortion
access.

My nane is Melissa Wiler
Gerber and I'mthe President and CEO
of AccessMatters, which is a public
heal th nonprofit based here in
Phi | adel phia with a mssion to
protect, expand and enhance equitable
access to sexual and reproductive
health care and information for al
peopl e.

We appreciate the opportunity
to speak before Council in support of
t he ordi nances that conprise the
Repr oductive Rights Platform designed

to protect abortion rights, access to
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abortion care and patient privacy in
Phi | adel phia, and we extend our thanks
to Council menbers for their recent and
ongoing work to work in solidarity
wi th advocates and heal t hcare
providers to protect and expand access
to sexual and reproductive health
care.

AccessMatters leads the Title
10 Fam |y Planning Programin
Sout heastern Pa and for 50 years has
focused on increasing access to sexual
and reproductive health with an
enphasis on health equity. W
recogni ze the deep connection between
access to these unique health care
services and overall health for people
and famlies and for all of our
communi ties.

The Council's Reproductive
Ri ghts Pl atform al so recogni zes this
critical relationship. As we
acknow edge the ongoi ng state-Ievel
threats already inpacting access to

abortion care here and around the
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country, we want to applaud Council's
efforts to take action right here at

the local level to protect the rights
of Phil adel phi ans and those who seek

abortion care here.

The Suprenme Court's June 24
decision to overturn Roe v. Wade is
havi ng devastating real-life
consequences for people and
conmmuni ties across the country. And
provi ders in Pennsylvania are al ready
feeling the inpact of an influx of
peopl e from our states seeking care
here because of restrictions at hone.

We know the effects of
abortion bans and restrictions fall
har dest on peopl e who already face
significant barriers to care,

I ncl udi ng people with | ow i ncones,
young peopl e, LGBTQ A+ peopl e and

Bl ack, i ndi genous and ot her peopl e of
col or.

And we know that in addition
to their devastating inpact on

abortion care itself, restrictions on
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abortion access also interfere with
m scarri age managenent, treatnent for
| i fe-threatening ectopic pregnancies
and reproductive technol ogi es such as
invitro fertilization.

W' re al so seeing state
abortion restrictions jeopardize
access to procedures and nedi cations
comonly used in mscarriage
managenent, cancer treatnent and
chroni ¢ di sease managenent ri sking
people's lives or putting themat risk
for serious nedical conplications.

We al so know these efforts
stand to inpact access to other
heal t hcare services, such as
| ong-acting reversal contraception,

I ncluding 1UDs. AccessMatters is

al ready experiencing an increase in
calls to our hotline related to tubal
| i gati ons and vasectom es, and our
providers are reporting increased
calls seeking reproductive health
services and an increased interest in

| ong-acting reversal contraception.
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These trends are expected to continue.

Due to system c inequities
t hat exist across the healthcare
system people who rely on
publicly-funded fam |y planning
providers are also the people who w |
di sproportionately be inpacted by
abortion bans. So we knowin this
nonment that AccessMatters and the
famly planning providers in our
network play an even nore critical
role as a safe and trusted source of
accurate health care and i nformation
for all patients.

Wi | e abortion remains |egal
I n Pennsyl vania today and we are
certainly grateful that the el ection
earlier this week of a Governor who
has pl edged to conti nue Gover nor
WIf's coomtnent to veto | egislative
attenpts to restrict it, the future of
abortion access renmains tenuous due to
partisan efforts to anend our State
Constitution to take away

Pennsylvania's right to abortion care.
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Thus, it is nore inportant
t han ever that we explore every
mechani sm at every |evel of power to
protect access to abortion care. W
are grateful that our City Council in
Phi | adel phia is doing just that, that
our Council fromthe nonent of the
Suprene Court's dangerous and
destructive tranpling on 50 years of
established | aw, eradicating our human
right to bodily autonony in this nost
personal of decisions, that our Gty
Counci| reached out to advocates and
providers to | ook for every way to
make clear to Phil adel phia and the
world that Philly was and wll be a
safe place -- was, is and wll be a
safe place for those in need of
abortion care.

We are here today in
solidarity in support of providers and
clients throughout our region and our
Commonweal th with a firmcommtnent to
continue to fight so that al

reproductive heal thcare options,
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I ncl udi ng abortion care are accessi bl e
to all that seek them and we

appreci ate your support of the
Reproductive Rights Platform Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you
very nmuch for your testinony as well.
This was really very informative, a
great hearing, so nuch information. |
hope that we had a | ot of viewers
today that were really taking in al
of this information.

Are there any questions or
comments fromthe nenbers of
Comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: No, okay.
Let ne ask if -- I'msorry.
Counci | woman Gym

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so nmuch. | just wanted to piggyback,
Madam Chair, on your comments that |
t hi nk Phil adel phia is so fortunate to
have such a fierce crew of advocates

who have been | eadi ng and who
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absol utely hel ped formthe basis of
this |egislative package.

We have been wor ki ng together
since | first cane onto Gty Counci
doi ng annual di al ogues, nmaking sure
t hat our providers are protected and
when there are issues or problens,
maki ng sure, especially the wonen of
Cty Council, are engaged and active
and nost inportantly responsive.

Thi s package of bills woul d
not be possible wthout the w tnesses
who testified today who represent
collectively not only their patients
and nmenbers, but al so the hundreds and
t housands of Phil adel phi ans who rely
on advocates like themto really be
forward-thinking, to be bold and
cour ageous, to break new ground when
needed and to be unapol ogetic in
defending the rights of all of our
Phi | adel phi a resi dents.

So | just wanted to add ny
voi ce to yours, Madam Chair, and just

express ny gratitude and thanks for
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our w tnesses' brilliance and
integrity and commtnent to this
platform Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you. Thank you.

And so, with that being said,
we're going to nove into the -- oh
actually let me ask a question first:
I f we have anyone el se, Madam C erk,
who is here to testify or offer
coment s?

THE CLERK: There are no nore
W t nesses or panelists.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.
Wth there being no further questions
from menbers of the Commttee and no
further witnesses to testify on these
bills, I will ask once again if there
I S anyone el se present in this hearing
whose nane we have failed to call and
that wi shes to offer testinony on any
of the bills being considered today?

(No response.)
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: | don't

see anyone. And so, in hearing none,

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Committee on Public Health
11/ 10/ 2022

102

=

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

| want to thank all the panels and

wi tnesses. | want to thank all of the
panel s and witnesses for their
participation on the |egislation

t oday.

| want to rem nd the public
that we will be noving to a public
neeting to vote on Bill Nos. 220656,
220664 and 220665, which were heard by
this Conmttee today. And after
consi deration of these bills and
public neeting, we will return to a
public hearing to hear -- actually, we
are not going to return to a public
hearing to hear testinony on
Resol ution 220858. It is going to be
hel d.

So we will nowgo into a
resource -- excuse ne, a recess for
this hearing and go into a public
neeting to consider the actions to be
taken on the three bills before this
Commttee today. So |I'mgoing to ask
for any guests who were here to

testify to please disconnect at this
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tinme.

And |I'm going to ask, Madam
Clerk, will you please call the rol
to take attendance. Menbers that are
in attendance will indicate that you
are present when your nane is called.
Al so, please say a few brief words
when respondi ng so that your inage
wi |l be displayed on screen when you
speak.

Madam Cl er k.

THE CLERK: Thank you, Madam

Chair.

Counci | mrenber Gym

COUNCI LWVOVAN GYM | am
present .

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Thonsas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
afternoon. |'m present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Good
afternoon. |'m present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
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Driscol | .

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  I'm
present. That was a great discussion
t hi s norni ng.

THE CLERK: And, Madam Chair
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, and of course | amstill present.
kay. And a quorum of Conm ttee
menbers i s present.

Chair recogni zes -- oh,
actually | do want to recogni ze that
Counci | menber Ch who was here who had
to | eave early for Council business
but who did state that he wll be
voting aye on all bills.

The Chair now recognizes
Counci | mrenber Gymfor a notion on the
amendnent to Bill No. 220656.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so nuch, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No.

220656 -- | offer an anmendnent to Bill
No. 220656. A copy of the anendnent

has been circulated to all nenbers of
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the Commttee and | nove that the
amendnent to Bill No. 220656 be
approved.

COUNCI LWMOVAN BASS: Can we
get a second?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Al
right. Properly seconded by
Counci | woman Brooks. The Chair notes
and it's been noved and properly
seconded that the anmendnent to Bil
No. 220656 be approved.

Al'l those in favor of this
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Anyone
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The ayes
have it. The notion carries, and the
amendnent to Bill No. 220656 has been
approved.

And the Chair now recognizes
Counci | renber Gym for a notion on Bil

No. 220656 as anended.
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COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so nmuch, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No. 220656
as anended be reported fromthis
Commttee with a favorable
reconmendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading of this bill at
our next session of Council.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Can we
get a second?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you. The Chair notes for the record
t hat Counci | menber Brooks seconded the
notion. |t's been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 220656 as
anended be reported fromthis
Commttee wwth a favorable
reconmendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading of this bill at
t he next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of this

notion will signify by saying aye.

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Public Health 107
11/ 10/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: |s anyone
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Ckay.
The ayes have it and the notion
carries.

And the Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Brooks for a notion on
the amendnent to Bill No. 220664.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

| offer an amendnment to Bill
No. 220664. A copy of the anmendnent
has been circulated to all nenbers on
the Commttee. | nove that anmendnent
to Bill No. 220664 be approved.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The Chair
notes for the record that
Counci | mrenber Gym seconds the noti on.
It's been noved and properly seconded
that the amendnent to Bill No. 220664
be approved.

All those in favor of the
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notion wll signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: |s anyone
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The ayes
have it. The notion carries, and the
anmendnent to Bill No. 220664 has been
approved.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Brooks for a notion on
Bill No. 220664 as anended.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

| nmove that Bill No. 220664
as anended be reported fromthis
Commttee wwth a favorabl e
recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading of this bill at
our next session of Council.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The Chair
notes for the record that

Counci | menber Gym seconds the noti on.
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It's been noved and properly seconded
that Bill No. 220664 as anended be
reported fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further
nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading of
this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

Al those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: |'s anyone
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The ayes
have it and the notion carri es.

And the Chair now recogni zes
Counci | renber -- well, actually,
Counci | mrenber Gym can you fill in for
Counci | man Onh?

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Yes, Madam
Chai r.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Do you
have a script?

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  One
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noment .

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Sure. No
problem Council nenber, you're
of fering the anendnent on behal f of
Counci | man Ch for 220665.

COUNCI LWVOVAN GYM  Yes.
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| offer an amendnment to Bill
No. 220665. A copy of this anmendnent
has been distributed to all nenbers of
the Conmttee and | nove that the
anendnment to Bill No. 220665 be
approved.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  The Chair
notes for the record that
Counci | menber Brooks seconds the
notion. |t's been noved and properly
seconded that the anmendnent to Bil
No. 220665 be approved.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Those

opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The ayes
have it. The notion carries and the
amendnment to Bill No. 220665 has been
approved.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Gymfor a notion on Bill
No. 220665 as anended.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so nuch, Madam Chair.

| nove that Bill No. 220665
as anended be reported fromthis
Commttee wth a favorable
reconmendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended to
permt the first reading of this bill
at our next session of Council.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: The Chair
notes for the record that
Counci | menber Brooks seconds the
notion. And it has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No. 220665
as anended be reported fromthis

Commttee with a favorabl e
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recommendati on and further nove that
the rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading of this bill at
t he next session of Council.
Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Anyone
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.

The ayes have it and the notion
carries.

Thank you very nmuch. That
wi || conclude our public neeting on
Bill Nos. 220656, 220664 and 220665.
Resol uti on No. 220858 is being held to
the call of the Chair and thank you
very nmuch for your attendance in
today's very inportant hearing. Thank
you. Thanks, everyone.

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Thank you
so much, Madam Chair. And thank you
to Tasha and Cydnea.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Thank
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you all. Have a great one.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. Thanks, everyone.

(Committee on Public Health
and Human Servi ces concl uded at

12: 45 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are contai ned
fully and accurately in the stenographic
notes taken by nme in the foregoing matter,
and this is a correct transcript of the

sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcript does not apply to any reproduction
of the sanme by any neans, unl ess under the
direct control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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