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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | note that the hour has
cone and that a quorumof this Cty
Council is present. Before
proceeding, | wll ask all those
present to pl ease place your cel
phones on silent and/or vibrate. |
wi || ask everyone to pl ease take
your si debar conversations out of
the Gty Council chanbers.

To give our invocation
this norning, the Chair recognizes
Pastor Janmes C. Kinchen, Jr., of
First Corinthian Baptist Church. He
Is here today as guest of
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.

| will ask all menbers
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and guests to please rise.

(Counci | menber s, guests
and visitors rise.)

PASTOR KI NCHEN: M ght
we pray. Qur gracious and Heavenly
Fat her, we cone to you this norning
to thank you for another day. In
t he words of our forefathers of
antiquity, it is another day's
journey and we're glad about it.

Thank you for life,
health and strength. Thank you
that we awaken this norning,
prepared to go out and neet the
chal | enges of this day. As we pray
today, we open this session asking
for your bl essings and nercies upon
this Council, its President, its
menbers and those that are gathered
here today.

We pray, our Father,
that you woul d gi ve them gui dance

in every decision that they woul d
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make. You told us that if we seek
you first in your kingdomand its
ri ght eousness and all these things
will be added. W pray for our
country, we pray for our city, we
pray for our communities across the
country.

Now, bless this tine and
may it be nmeaningful, fruitful and
profitable that to the end, Lord,
you are glorified and the nenbers
of this Cty are made better by the
decisions that are made in this
chanber today. Bless everyone that
is here today for we ask these
things in the nanme of himwho was,
is and wll cone. |In the nane of
our Christ, we pray. Anen.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Amen. The Chair thanks
the Pastor for the invocation.

Council will be at ease.
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(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Menbers, please take your
seats. The next order of business
is the approval of the Journal of
the neeting of Thursday, Septenber
25, 2025.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Deputy Wi p C ndy
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday,

Sept enber 25, 2025 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday,

Sept enber 25, 2025 stand approved.

Al'l those in favor wl|

i ndi cate by saying aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
Journal is approved.

The next order of
busi ness is request for |eave of
absence. And the Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Majority Leader
Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President.

On behal f of the
Majority, there are no requests for
| eave of absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Majority Leader.

The Chair recogni zes

M nority Leader Council nenber
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Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you, Council President.

On behal f of the
Mnority, there are no requests for
| eave of absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks Mnority
Leader Kendra Brooks.

The Chair now recogni zes
Maj ority Council menber Kat heri ne
G I nmore Richardson for a notion
concerning certain |egislative
matters that may arise during the
course of today's session of
Counci| and that were not |isted on
the Cal endar circulated prior to
today's Council session.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President.

| nove that any of the

following matters, if considered
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today, may be added to the agenda
for this session of Council and, as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda
after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, amendnents to bills on
first reading, the reconsideration
of a bill vetoed by or re-called
fromthe Mayor, anendnents to bills
re-called fromthe Mayor,
resol uti ons taking substantive
action to be voted on in this
session, a notion to withdraw a
bill or resolution that is not on
t he Cal endar and a notion placing a
bill or resolution on or returning
a bill or resolution fromthe
Suspensi on Cal endar that is not
| isted on today's Cal endar.

The purpose of this
notion is to provide the public

Wi th notice concerning possible
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actions by Council that arose too
| ate to be included on the Cal endar
t hat was published prior to today's
sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
| egi slative matters stated by
Maj ority Council menber Kat heri ne
G Il nore Richardson nay be added to
t he agenda for today shoul d those
matters arise during the course of
this session of Council.

Al those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the

notion carri es.
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The Chair will dispense
with the regul ar order of business
to recogni ze the guests and
visitors joining us in the chanbers
this norning. On behalf of all
nmenmbers of City Council, | welcone
you to our Council session. W
appreci ate you taking your tine
today to join us as we attend to
the legislative affairs of our
great city. W certainly invite
you to come again.

| want to take a nonment
of personal privilege to
acknow edge the Chair of the
Phi | adel phi a Del egati on, al so
former staff nmenber of Council man
Curtis Jones, Jr., State
Represent ati ve Morgan Cephas.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes

Councilman JimHarrity.
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COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Thank you, Council President.

| just wanted to take a
nonment to recogni ze Megan U | man.
Megan, will you stand. A proud
Phi | adel phia native and a
Governnent najor at Wlliam & Mary
who interned with us this sumrer.
Megan brought great energy to the
of fice, helping draft resol utions,
assi sting constituents and
supporting our |egislative work
wi th professionalismand
dedi cati on.

W are grateful for her
contributions and excited to see
her bright future. She has a head
in public service. Thank you,
Megan.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes

Maj ority Leader Council nenber
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Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LMOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much, Council President.

Today it is ny pleasure
to wel cone M ss Pennsyl vani a Juni or
Preteen 2025 Ms. Ava Washington to
Phi | adel phia Gty Council, Counci
President. She is born and raised
in the city of Phil adel phia, and
Ava has represented her honet own
with grace, with enthusiasm and
wi th nmuch pride.

Over the sumrer, Ava
conpeted in the Regional National
American M ss Pageant, a three-day
event designed to enpower young
wonen t hrough nentorship,
confi dence-buil ding and | eadership
devel opnent. Ava excell ed across
mul ti pl e categories and her
I npressi ve performance earned her

the title of Mss Pennsylvani a
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Juni or Preteen.

She now holds the title
with pride, using her platformto
inspire others, pronote community
servi ce and enbody the
organi zation's m ssion to shape
confident, conpassi onate young
| eaders. She is a 2nd grader at
Friends Sel ect School and she sets
a strong exanple for her peers as a
| eader in her classroom \Wen
she's not in school or carrying out
all of her official duties, she
enj oys nmaki ng new friends and
expl oring nature.

Thi s Novenber, next
nonth, Ava w Il represent
Phi | adel phi a again on the nati onal
st age when she conpetes for the
Nati onal Anerican M ss Junior
Preteen title. Council President,
as you know, Ava hails fromthe 2nd

Councilmanic District and she cones
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fromthe long Iine | egacy of the
Washington famly. Her father is
Brandon Washi ngton and her
gr andf at her was t he Ron Washi ngt on
fromRon's Ribs on South Street.
So let's welcone Ava and her father
to Gty Council

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: CQutstanding. Let's give
the young | ady another real big
round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Ant hony Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

Today we are recogni zi ng
i ncredi bl e yout h-serving
organi zations in the city of
Phi | adel phia and al so nonprofits

that are doing the work to help our
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residents in the city of
Phi | adel phia. |'m pleased to have
I n our chanbers today all the way
from Del aware via Ukrai ne today
honori ng recogni zing Atnre All eyne,
the CEO of TeenSHARP, for his
out st andi ng conm tnent to expandi ng
col | ege access, equity and
| eadershi p opportunities for Bl ack,
Lati no and | owinconme students
across the city of Phil adel phia and
beyond. Atnre Alleyne is here, the
CEO of TeenSHARP.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS: |
| ove that organization. | did a
ot of work with them

Al so, we have guests
here fromthe Trust Factor
organi zation. The CEO Zach Frazi er
iIs here today with all of his
partners and teammtes. They are

doing transformative work with
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young people, with carpentry
training, enotional wellness, life
skills and they are shaping
brighter futures for young people
across the Phil adel phia area. Zach
Frazier and team from Trust Factor,
pl ease stand.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
And | astly, we have Malik Boyd, who
Is the CEO of G aduate!
Phi | adel phia, along with Board
Emeritus and forner Board Chair Pat
Ei ding. G aduate! Philadel phia for
20 years has supported adult
| earners, transformng |ives and
strengt hening the econom c
educational fabric of the city of
Phi | adel phia. Al three of these
organi zati ons are bei ng honor ed.

But G aduat e!
Phi | adel phia can you pl ease stand

to be recogni zed as wel|.
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(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President, for
wel com ng them to Phil adel phia's
City Council.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Dr. Phillips.

| want to ask everyone
in the chanber to please nmake sure
your phone is on silent and/or
vi br at e.

Al'so, | want to take a
nmonment to acknow edge one of ny
mentors, Dr. Simons, who represent
the Black Farmers Co-Op -- could
you all please stand -- addressing
the issue of food insecurity
t hrough fresh produce.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: At this tinme, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | nenber Rue Landau

to present a resolution recogni zing
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congratul ati ng and cel ebrating
Val | ey Youth House on the
di sti ngui shed occasion of its 20th
anni versary in Phil adel phi a,
passi onately serving young
i ndi vidual s to hel p them achi eve
their full potential by providing
essential services |ike counseling,
housi ng support, comrunity
connections and |ife-training
skills. Wuld Shani Meacham and
t hose acconpanying her please join
t he Council nenber at the podi um

Joi ni ng Menber Rue
Landau i s Council menber Jam e
Gaut hi er, Counci | menber Kendra
Br ooks, Counci |l nenber Bri an
O Neill, Councilnmenber Dr. N na
Ahmad, Council menber M ke Driscoll,
Counci | menber Mark Squill a,
Counci | menber JimHarrity.
(Counci | nenbers and

guests approached podi um)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Menber Rue Landau, the
floor is yours.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Good norning, everybody. | am
excited and honored today to
recogni ze Val |l ey Youth House
Phi | adel phia on their 20th
anni versary. Since 2005, Valley
Yout h House's staff has
passi onately served young people to
hel p t hem achi eve their ful
potential by providing essenti al
servi ces.

Thanks to their housing
support, community resources,
counseling, skills training and
nore they have hel ped hundreds of
Phi | adel phi ans, thousands of
Phi | adel phi ans access better |ives.
Thr oughout ny career as a housing
| awyer, | have seen firsthand how

the lack of housing what it can do

Page 19

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 09/ 2025

10/ 9/ 25 - STATED - PRESENTATI ONS
to an individual, a famly or to a
whol e comuni ty.

The work that Vall ey
Yout h House does, their advocacy
for preventing honel essness through
advanci ng policy and creating
systenms that center youth, this is
how we make creative change that
sticks. This nmakes a | asting
effect to create a better
Phi | adel phia. Valley Youth House
has transfornmed the | andscape of
di rect honel essness outreach.

| know | can speak for
nmy col |l eagues when | say that we
are grateful for the work they've
done to protecting and prioritizing
at-youth risk -- at-risk youth.
They created the Pride programin
2020, which launched their first
alternative shelter for LGBTQ+
yout h, |ater opening up two nore

transitional houses and providing
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wr apar ound support services for
gqueer yout h.

Val | ey Youth House was
founded by visionary | eaders Bil
Mot savage and Al lison Moore, who
saw the need for inprovenents to
yout h housing in Phil adel phia and
knew t hat we needed creati ve,

i ntentional and thoughtf ul
programmng in order to do so.
Over the |l ast two decades, Valley
Yout h House has provided a safe
pl ace for young people to turn to
in times of need and positively

i npact ed t housands of |ives.

They have been a partner
to the city over many years and
their | eadership has inforned the
way we think about service and
maki ng | asting change. Thank you,
Val | ey Youth House, for your
transformati onal programm ng and

tireless efforts to build community
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connections. Congrats on 20 years
and here's to 20 nore of |ifesaving
wor K.

(Appl ause.)

VW' re now going to
present a resolution which we wll
read to them | wll start. And
it seens to be a youth-thened day
today here in Gty Council. So
this is an extra special nonent for
us to be able to lift up one of the
trail blazers and the frontrunners
of taking care of our youth here in
the city, along wwth so many of the
ot her partners who are here today.

So we are recogni zi ng,
congratul ati ng and cel ebrating
Val | ey Youth House on their
di stingui shed occasion of its 20th
anni versary in Phil adel phi a,
passi onately serving young
i ndi vidual s to hel p them achi eve

their full potential by providing
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essential services |ike counseling,
housi ng support, comrunity
connections and life training, life
training skills.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Whereas, Valley Youth House opened
its doors in Philadel phia in
Sept enber of 2005 and has proudly
carried out its mssion for the
past 20 years. Valley Youth
House's mssion is to be the
catal yst for youth to achieve their
desired future through genuine
rel ationshi ps that support
famlies, ensure safe places and
buil d conmunity connections; and
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Wher eas, Valley Youth House's
expansi on to Phil adel phi a was
spear headed by Bill Mtsavage and
Al'lison More, who | aunched a
supportive housing programfrom new

offices on 5th and Chestnut; and
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COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Wher eas, over the years, Allison,
Shani Meacham and many ot hers woul d
create and expand Val l ey Youth
House's programming in creative,
i ntentional and thoughtful ways.
This included taking on a DHS
contract to manage the achi eving
I ndependence center in 2009 which
provi des i ndependent |iving
services to youth ages 14 to 21 who
were in the foster care system
This al so included the creation of
a yout h-desi gnated access point in
2014, which was an ingeni ous
expansi on of the Street Qutreach
and Energency Services programthat
brought over 360 youth experiencing
honel essness in the first nine
nont hs of operation; and
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Wereas, Valley Youth House has

also innovated it and in its
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approach to youth outreach through
the creation of the Pride Program
i n 2020, which [aunched their first
alternative shelter for LGBTQ+
youth age 18 to 24 and has since
opened up two nore transitional
houses and expanded even nore
wr apar ound support services for
LEBTQ+ yout h; and

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Wher eas, Valley Youth House has
nost recently received funding from
the School District of Philadel phia
in 2023 to expand services to
students experienci ng honel essness
and support individual schools
capacity to identify youth in need
of services; and

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Whereas, Valley Youth focuses
services of youth and young adults
on three main areas, including

educati on, enploynent and housi ng
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and serves youth through street
outreach and child wel fare, housing
and life skills prograns; and

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Wereas, Valley Youth House now
operates in 16 counties across
Eastern Pennsylvania. Since the
organi zati on opened its doors in
Pennsyl vania in 1973, it has served
over 481, 000 young people and their
fam |ies across the Comonweal t h.
And in 2024, Valley Youth House
served over 3500 youth and young
adults in the Phil adel phia region.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Whereas, Valley Youth House does
nore than just provide a hone for
Pennsyl vani a' s vul nerabl e, abused
and honel ess youth. They partner
wi t h thousands of individuals each
year to build a solid foundation
for young people and their famlies

and advocate for preventing
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honel essness t hrough policy
advocacy and systens by centering
youth and their |ived experience;
now, therefore, be it

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Resol ved by the Council of the City
of Phil adel phia, that it hereby
recogni zes, congratul ates and
cel ebrates Vall ey Youth House on
t he di stingui shed occasion of its
20t h anni versary in Phil adel phi a,
passi onately serving young
i ndi vidual s to hel p them achi eve
their full potential by providing
essential services |ike counseling,
housi ng support, comrunity
connections and life training
skills.

And be it further
resol ved, that an Engrossed copy of
the resolution will be presented to
Val | ey Youth House as evi dence of

the sincere sentinents of this
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| egi sl ati ve body. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Shani Meacham for remarks.

M5. MEACHAM  Thank you
and good norning. Today is
adm ttedly a huge nonent for Valley
Yout h House to be acknow edged by
this esteened Council. W want to
t hank Counci | menber Rue Landau and
her office for this special honor
recogni zi ng and supporting the work
and m ssion of Valley Youth House
i n Phil adel phi a.

Over 50 years ago, a
group of concerned citizens cane
together to try to address the
growi ng chal | enge of youth
experienci ng honel essness in
Allentown, a city not too far from
Phi | adel phia. This comunity group

began a shelter for youth that
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stands today and Vall ey Youth House
was born.

20 years ago, our focus
on supporting the nost vul nerable
yout h brought a small group of
tal ented and dedi cated people with
Val | ey Youth House to Phil adel phia
doing a transitional housing
program for youth |eaving the
foster care system Qur growth
from one program serving | ess than
50 youth 20 years ago to many
I ndependent |iving housing and
ener gency services projects serving
cl ose to 3500 youth in the
Phi | adel phi a regi on today is not
rooted in a notivation for
accol ades, rather the dedication to
our vision where every youth
bel ongs to a nurturing comunity.
And that community is right here,
both in this roomand in this great

city.
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It is found in the youth
who share their lived experience to
hel p us build solutions to serve
others and our brilliant staff that
have al ways beat to the don't-
count-us-out pulse and grit of
Phi | adel phi a t hrough our
partnerships with the Ofice of
Honel ess Services and the
Depart nent of Human Servi ces and
t he chanpions for youth w thin.

It has been forged
t hrough col | aborations with so many
amazi ng communi ty organi zati ons
t hroughout this city. This
community is found through the
advocacy work with many nmenbers of
this Council, both past and
present, including Council nenber
Landau and Counci | nenber Thonas.

W are all a comunity
relentless in our pursuit of a

wor | d where young people are safe,
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thriving and achieving their

I ndependence in a place that knows
alittle sonething about that. A
communi ty that understands an

i nvestnent in the nost vul nerable
of our youth is actually an

i nvestnent in ourselves.

The greatest achi evenent
of the last 20 years has i ndeed
been the opportunity to see the
returns of this investnent, forner
youth who are now steady in
careers, nurturing parents,
homeowners, bloomng |ike roses
t hrough the concrete, sonme of who
are now nenbers of the Valley Youth
House team hel pi ng ot hers achi eve
their desired futures and hol di ng
open the door to the youth that
come behi nd.

It is the greatest
rem nder during uncertain tines

t hat now nore than ever our work
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matters and our collective mssion
continues. It is with great pride
that | ook out at the staff and
partners who have shared this
journey for many years and to stand
here with the new generation of
Val | ey Youth House in Phil adel phia
| ed by Alyssa Weinfurtner, Lenny
Grant and Chris Bernard, to accept
this recognition and honor. Thank
you agai n, Counci |l menber Landau,
City Council and our Phil adel phia
communi ty.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council w1l be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | want to take a nonent
of privilege, and you'll hear nore
fromthe sponsor of the resolution
| ater on today Councilman Curtis

Jones, Jr., but we are joined by
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t he i nconparabl e, extraordinary,
conpassi onat e, enpoweri ng,
spiritual former State
Representati ve the Honorabl e Loui se
Bi shop Wllians. Can we give her a
round of appl ause pl ease.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  She will be receiving an
out standing tribute by Council man
Curtis Jones, Jr. fromthe 4th
Councilmanic District |ater today.

At this tinme, the Chair
recogni zes Council nenber Dr. N na
Ahmad who will present a resolution
recogni zi ng Cctober as Vision
Awar eness Month in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, honoring Overbrook
School for the Blind' s | eadership
and advanci ng educati on, technol ogy
and access for individuals who are
blind or visually inpaired.

Wul d Todd Reeves and
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Beth Ranel |l a and those acconpanyi ng
them please join the Council nenber
at the podium Joining Dr. N na
Ahmad is Deputy Whip of City
Counci | Council menber Ci ndy Bass,
Counci | mrenber JimHarrity,
Counci | member Curtis Jones, Jr.,
the District Council nenber,
Counci | mrenber Kendra Brooks.

(Counci | menbers and
guests approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The floor is yours,
Dr. N na Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

Col | eagues, today we
recogni ze Cctober as Vision
Awar eness Month and honor a
Phi | adel phia institution that has
shaped opportunity for generations,
t he Overbrook School for the Blind.

OverBrook's mssion is sinple and
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power ful: Education, independence
and inclusion for people who are
blind or visually-inpaired.

From cl assroons to
comuni ty partnershi ps and
assi stive technol ogy, Overbrook
equi ps students to |learn, work and
lead with dignity. | had the
pl easure of visiting Overbrook
School for the Blind in April and
was so thoroughly inpressed with
what | saw and how engaged
everybody was in that roomthat |
spent sone tine.

This resolution is nore
than a cerenonial nmonent. It's a
call to make our city truly
accessi bl e on our sidewal ks and
transit, in our libraries and
recreation centers and in our
hiring and workpl aces. \When we
design the accessible with

accessibility in mnd, everyone
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benefits.

To the Overbrook
comunity, students, famlies,
educat ors, alumi and supporters,

t hank you for your | eadership and
exanple. |I'mproud to present this
resol ution and ask ny col |l eagues
for their support. And now, we're
going to read the resolution and ny
col l eagues will join ne. Thank
you, Council President.

Recogni zi ng Oct ober as
Vi si on Awareness Month in the Gty
of Phil adel phia and honori ng
Over brook School for the Blind's
| eader shi p and advanci ng educati on
t echnol ogy and access for
I ndi vidual s who are blind or
vi sual | y-i npai r ed.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

VWher eas, Overbrook School for the
Bl ind, founded in 1832, has served

as a national nodel for excellence
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i n education for students who are
blind or visually-inpaired,
providing instruction, skills
training and opportunities that
enpower i ndependence; and

Wher eas, the school's
wor k extends far beyond its
Phi | adel phi a canpus t hrough
outreach, consultation and
pr of essi onal devel opnent
initiatives that enhance the
capacity of educators and service
provi ders across the Conmonweal th
and beyond; and

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Whereas, the Gty of Phil adel phia
recogni zes the inportance of
I ncreasi ng public understandi ng of
bl i ndness and vi sual i npairnent,
pronoting accessibility and
ensuring equitable opportunities
for individuals with vision |oss;

and
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
VWher eas, October is observed as
Vi si on Awar eness Month, offering a
vital opportunity to highlight
prograns, resources and innovations
t hat support the blind of visually-
i mpai red community;
Wher eas, Over br ook
School for the Blind s Taking
Fl'i ght Canpai gn exenplifies its
conmm t nent by expandi ng access to
assi stive technol ogi es, increasing
prof essi onal devel opnent in the
field of vision education and
i nvesting in cutting-edge
i nfrastructure approaches; and
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Wher eas, by advanci ng educati onal
opportunities, fostering inclusion
and | everagi ng technol ogy to break
down barriers, Overbrook School for
the Blind continues to | ead the way

towards a nore accessi ble future;
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now, therefore, be it

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Resol ved by the Council of the City
of Phil adel phia that October be
recogni zed as Vi si on Awar eness
Month in the Cty of Philadel phia,
and that Council honors Overbrook
School for the Blind' s enduring
| eadershi p and i nnovation in vision
educati on;

Furt her resol ved that an
Engrossed copy of this resolution
be presented to Overbrook School
for the Blind in recognition of its
service and contributions to the
blind and visually-inpaired
conmuni ty.

And before we invite our
guests to speak, | want to
acknow edge Council menber Curtis
Jones whose district this school is
in. So if he would say a few

remar ks because he knows nore about
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themthan | do.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So i f
you' ve never been there, you're
mssing atreat. It is one of the
nost beautiful buildings |I've ever
had a chance to go into, with a
pool that has engravings on the
ground so that people know how deep
they're going in. This adaptable
bui |l di ng, this adaptable curricul um
IS nore than just serving the
students that go there.

|'"'mgoing to let you in
on the worst-kept secret in these
chanbers. |'ve |ost 50% of ny
sight. | used to love to read
t hese proclamations. And now, |
have to rely on ny coll eagues to
kind of help nme out with that. It
is an adaptable thing if you have
people that help you with it.

My col | eagues al ways

| ook out for ne. | feel like, you
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know, fromthe President on down,
they put their finger where I'm
supposed to sign and all that good
stuff and it's nice. But if you
ever had to wal k and navi gate
t hrough an airport and not read the
signs, if you' ve ever had to go
grocery shopping and coul dn't | ook
at the labels, there is a greater
role for the Overbrook School for
the Blind that we have yet to tap
I nto.

They al ready work with
phone conpani es to use devices for
peopl e with di m ni shed vi sion.

They are a beta testing site for
those kinds of priorities. So I'm
chal | engi ng you, Overbrook School
for the Blind, to expand beyond
your borders, to take a | ook at our
airport, to take a | ook at our
transit system to see how we can

make it better in light of the fact
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that we will have in 250 so many
visitors with visual inpairnent.

So I'mthankful for you
being in the district, but | want
you to go beyond and go boldly
where the visually-inpaired nay be
able to go. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
M. Reeves and Ms. Ranella for
remar ks

MR. REEVES: Good
nor ni ng.

(Good norning.)

MR. REEVES: M nane is
Todd Reeves and | amvery
privileged to be the Executive
Director of the Overbrook School
for the Blind. And | want to first
t hank and express our gratitude to
the Gty Council that for years has

been a steadfast supporter of the
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school since 1832 when we were
chartered as the third school for
the blind in the nation, and
particul arly Council man Jones who
has al ways been just a phone call
away. And certainly, special thank
you to Council menber Ahmad, who has
shined a bright, warm spotlight on
our students and our staff and our
school with two resol utions today.

W are a snmall but very
expansi ve and conpl ex organi zati on.
W start out with teachers of the
visual ly-inpaired and orientation
nobi lity specialists going out to
hones of infants and toddlers newy
di agnosed as visually-inpaired so
we can enpower their parents to be
the first and continuous educators
for their children.

And then at the age of
3, we enroll students at the

school. And three of those very
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strong students that we have are
here today in representation as
anbassadors of the 175 ot her peers.
We have here today David Hochberg,
Ay Rubens and Mari G| bert.

(Appl ause.)

MR. REEVES: And we
surround themw th teachers of the
visual ly-inpaired, orientation,
mobi lity specialists, para
educators, therapists of all kinds
because we want to wap around the
services to themnot only in
relationship to their visua
i npai rment but any ot her needs that
t hey have, including nursing so
that we educate the whole child and
we protect and keep safe the whol e
child, and that's until the age of
21.

But what many peopl e
don't know is we actually have a

footprint beyond that. W are
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active in seven countries in
Sout heast Asi a through our
I nternational program providing
assi stive technol ogy and teacher
training to devel oping nations in
nongover nment al organi zati ons
serving the blind there.

And as an affiliate of
that, we are on the Executive Board
of the International Council of the
Education for People with Visua
| mpai rnment, and we are the
spokesperson for that
nongover nment al organi zati on that
has consultative status with the
UN. So we'll be on the train every
once in a while to New York to
deli ver speeches to the UN, and
that's froma small organization
i ke us, but we think big.

And t he people that nmake
things big at the school that

surround our students wth passion,
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with incredible training and high
regard are the staff, and again,

j ust anbassadors of many staff that
we have at the school that | want
to introduce very quickly. W have
Dr. Caroline Bennett, who is a

dual -certified audi ol ogi st, speech
| anguage pat hol ogi st.

We have in the
background Addi e Zipko is a para
educator. And then we al so have --
who el se -- |sabel Perkins, who is
a CVI and assistive technol ogy
specialist. And we have others as
well. M apologies if | have to
nove forward with the discussion,
but we surround themw th as nuch
passi on as we can.

"1l introduce very
qui ckly Dr. Beth Ranella. She'll
tal k about the CVI programthat we
have, and especially the Rosenbl att

Famly CVI Center. W believe
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that's one step towards the
standard that we want to establish
for every single person that wal ks
t hrough the doors of that school,
that they should feel awed by the
services that surround them and
that the services and the people
and the passion should reflect the
infinite worth we know t hat they
deserve and refl ect.

Just very quickly, |
want to pivot off of CVI. | don't
want to steal the thunder of
Dr. Ranella. | want to talk a
little bit about the kind of
chal I enge that Council man Jones
just nentioned, how we're worKking
to rise to the chall enge.

We have a house that the
school owns, built in 1910,
beautiful stone house. Used to be
used for tenporary housing for

student teachers and visitors for
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the school. W are repurposing
that house to be a short-term
rental on the Airbnb platformso
our students -- will be a student-
run busi ness enterprise -- our
students can be full participants
in the gig econony.

So Any and David and
Mari and all of their peers will be
able to participate to the maxi mnum
of their capacity in the operation
of an Airbnb. And we think --

(Appl ause.)

MR, REEVES. But this is
where we try and rise above. You
shoul d expect that kind of
I nnovation fromthe Overbrook
School for the Blind. But where we
try and rise above that is the
di ni ng room has been repurposed as
a total care suite. And a tota
care suite neaning a bed placed in

that space with a sling and an
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over head transport systemso that a
child who is so severely,
prof oundl y, orthopedically
chal | enged can be safely
transported into an accessible
shower and back. That kind of
facility, those kinds of
adapt ati ons do not exist on the
Airbnb platform And that child
normal ly would be left at honme when
their famly goes on vacati on.

And we think that that
famly when they cone to
Phi | adel phia to cel ebrate the 250t h
anni versary of Phil adel phia being
the birthplace of the Anerican
definition of liberty, that famly
shoul d cel ebrate that in that
space. W want themto be awed, to
wonder. Sonebody thought they
deserved all that. W want that to
reflect their infinite worth.

And what | want to say

Page 49

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 09/ 2025

10/ 9/ 25 - STATED - PRESENTATI ONS
I n response, when we actually do
have that famly cone is that the
Over brook School for the Blind is
just one stitch in the cultural
fabric of Philadel phia, but we are
an inportant stitch that can bind
together in the concepts of not
j ust independence, but

I nt erdependence. And | thank you
for your daily work, for redefining
the concept of Iliberty,
particularly for people with
sensory disabilities. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Ms. Ranel | a.

M5. RAMELLA: (Good
norning. M nane is Dr. Beth
Ranella. On behalf of the
Over brook School for the Blind,
especially for the staff and the

students with ne today, Todd
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i ntroduced themall, we thank you
for this extraordinary recognition.

Overbrook is proud to
call Philadel phia honme. |I'mnewto
Phi | adel phia, but this city has
deeply val ues, diversity, equity,

i ncl usi on and i nnovati on,
especially that is inportant to us,
the limtless potential of every
child, especially children with

di sabilities.

Each day on our canpus,
and our canpus is beautiful, there
is learning. Students traveling by
wheel chair or using their white
cane down a hallway to work in the
OSBNB t hat Todd tal ked about or the
Braille technol ogy signage |ab
where children learn to work. W
are teaching our children to get
j obs.

W want themto work, to

be citizens that are able to work.
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We do not take pity on our kids.
The hum of technology is in
cl assroons where accessi bl e devi ces
teach kids | essons. The | aughter
of teachers of the visually-

i npai red, of therapists of para
educators hel p students build
confidence and di scover who they
are and what they can achieve.

Qur academ c prograns
chal  enge children to think
critically and to comuni cate
clearly, either with their voices
or with their augnmentative
comruni cati on devices. And they
|l earn to explore the world using
strategies that we hel p provide
t hem

In our therapeutic
prograns, occupational therapists,
speech pat hol ogi sts, physical
t herapi sts and certified

orientation nobility therapists,
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they work together with teachers of
the visually-inpaired and para
educators to nodel and strengthen
skills to foster independence.

| ndependence, we don't
want our kids to learn to only rely
on adults. They've got to |learn
how to rely on thenselves. That is
very inportant for younger
students. That m ght nean reaching
toward a brightly-colored block to
crash it or to reach toward a spoon
or a cup, small inch stones.

For ol der students, as
Todd tal ked about, it m ght nean
wor ki ng on canpus or in the
community wth a job coach, to cook
a neal or to use adaptive
technol ogy. But when our schoo
day ends, that m ght nean working
or living in a residential program
on our canpus. In that residenti al

program they build friendshi ps,
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t hey experience a community who
truly believes in their abilities,
fromnorning routines to evening
homewor k, | aundry, they learn to do
that, recreational activities.
Every nonent buil ds confi dence,

i ndependence and hope for the
future.

Qur mssion is very
sinple. W prepare students who
are visually-inpaired and/or blind,
many with additional disabilities,
for a great big world, a world who
isn't always prepared for their
magi c, but it is magic today. You
see who they are. Cone to our
canpus. See what we do. It is an
awesone pl ace.

The students and staff
that we have with us today, the
students and staff that | work with
every day, they enbody the future

| eaders, innovators and citizens of
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Phi | adel phia. They are |iving
proof that great things happen here
i n Phil adel phia when a community
believes in access, equity and the
right to learn without limts.

We are deeply grateful
for the city of Philadel phia for
believing in what we do and for
standing for students with corti cal
and ocul ar visual inpairnments.

Your continued partnership,
advocacy and support reaffirns
sonet hing that we al ready know,
that this is a city where students
matter. Thank you for seeing their
brilliance and for sharing our
vision. W appreciate you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council w1l be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Menbers, please take your
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seats. Visitors, please retire
outside the rails.

The next order of
busi ness i s conmuni cations. The
Chair requests that the Sergeant-
at-Arnms deliver the nessages from
the Mayor to the Chief O erk.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the nessages fromthe
Mayor and any ot her communi cati ons
I n your possession.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nenbers of the
Council of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, 1'm submtting
herewith for the consideration of
your Honorabl e body the follow ng:
An ordi nance aut horizing the
Director of the Departnent of
Avi ation, on behalf of the Cty, to
transfer or convey real estate
interests to resolve litigation

wi th Ti ni cum Townshi p, Del awar e
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County, Pennsyl vania, under certain
ternms and conditions; and

A resol ution approving
the Rebuild Project Statenent for
Fi scal Year 2026 pursuant to Bil
No. 170206.

And | am pl eased to
advi se you that on Cctober 8, 2025
| signed the following bill, which
was passed by Council at its
sessi on on Septenber 25, 2025:
Bill No. 250373-A

There are no further
conmuni cations in nmy possession,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. The nessages
will be printed inside the Journal.

The next order of
busi ness is the introduction of
bills and resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | renber Dr. Anthony Phillips.
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COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

| have three privileged
resol utions for introduction today.
Graduat e! Phil adel phia, Trust
Factor and to the best coll ege
access organization in the city of
Phi | adel phia, TeenSHARP. Yeah, you
heard nme say it.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ati ng G aduat e!

Phi | adel phia for 20 years of
supporting adult | earners,
transformng |ives and

strengt hening the econom c and
educational fabric of the Cty of

Phi | adel phi a.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privil eged resol ution honoring and
recogni zi ng TeenSHARP for its
out st andi ng conm tnent to expandi ng
col | ege access, equity and
| eadershi p opportunities for Bl ack,
Latino and | owincone students
across the City of Phil adel phia and
beyond.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng Trust Factor
Organi zation for its transformative
wor k and enpowering the youth of

Phi | adel phi a t hrough carpentry
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training, life-skills devel opnent
and enotional wel |l ness support as
part of the Children & Youth
Spot | i ght, which cel ebrates the
comuni ty- based organi zati ons that
are shaping brighter futures for
young peopl e across the city.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.
The Chair recogni zes
Maj ority Leader Council menber
Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson.
COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Good norni ng, Counci |
President. Good norning,
col | eagues.
Today | offer two
resol uti ons, one privileged
resol ution on ny behalf and one
non-privil eged resol uti on on your

behal f, Council President.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

Wuld the Chief derk
pl ease read the titles of the
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol uti on renam ng
t he 1900 bl ock of South 20th Street
"Dr. Beverly Wlie Way" in honor of
Reverend Dr. Beverly Wlie in
recognition of her steadfast
conm tnent to her church and
dedi cated service to the South
Phi | adel phia conmunity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution Honoring and
Congratul ating G eg E. Deavens,

Presi dent and CEO of | ndependence
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Blue Cross, for his Visionary
Leadershi p and Comm tnment to
Advanci ng Equitable Health Care.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Fi nal Passage
Cal endar .
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Good norni ng, Council President.
Today | have one bil
and two privileged resol utions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.
WII the Chief derk
pl ease read the titles of the bill
and the resol utions.
CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
the vicinity of 5015 Baltinore

Avenue, Phil adel phia, Pennsyl vani a
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19143, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Steven "Scooter" Fulton, Jr.'s
out st andi ng achi evenents and
contributions to the boxing
communi ty and his unwaveri ng
dedication to the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution designating
Thur sday, Cctober 9, 2025 as
Children's Environnmental Health Day

in the Gty of Philadel phia, and

Page 63

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 09/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

10/ 9/ 25 - STATED - I NTRO. TO BILLS
recogni zi ng the inportance of clean
air and water, safe food and
consuner products, healthy
environnents and a stable clinmate
to children's health and

devel opnent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Wi p Council man | sai ah
Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
nmor ni ng, col | eagues.

Today | have six
privileged resolutions, two on ny
behal f, Council President, and four
on your behalf. Thank you, Counci
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch,
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Menber Thonas.

Wul d the Chair -- would
the Chief Clerk please read the
titles of the resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
Friday Saturday Sunday, a
Phi | adel phia culinary gem
speci alizing in New Anerican
cui sine for being ranked 16th in
North America's 50 Best Restaurants
Li st.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Wl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of -- this
resolution wll be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
Kal aya, a Phil adel phia culinary gem
speci al i zing i n Sout hern Thai
culture, cuisine and hospitality

for being ranked 7th on North
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Anerica's 50 Best Restaurants List.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Chef Chutatip Nok Suntaranon of
Kal aya, Phil adel phia for receiving
the North Anmerica's Best Fenmale
Chef Award 2025.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Fi nal Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution recogni zing
Royal Sushi & |zakaya, a
Phi | adel phia culinary gem
specializing in fresh omakase, for
bei ng ranked 32nd on North
Anerica's 50 Best Restaurants List.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  These resol utions are
getting nme hungry. These
resolutions will be placed --

(Laughter.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authori zing
the Committee on Legislative
Oversight to hold hearings to
determ ne the current state of
pl anni ng and readi ness for the
traffic fl ows caused by events and
visitors during the historic 250th
Anni versary cel ebration of the
United States and the nmany events
comng to town.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage

Cal endar .
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CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authori zing
the Phil adel phia Cty Council
Comm ttee on Legislative Oversight
to hold hearings considering how
Phi | adel phia will handl e over half
a mllion extra visitors during
2026 and the feasibility of
all ow ng short termrental rule
hol i days as other cities have done
around | arge scal e events.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Fi nal Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci |l man Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

Today | offer two bills,
two privileged resolutions, one on
your behalf and 1'd |li ke to speak

to one.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes --
Chief Cerk, please read the titles
of the bills and resolutions.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Section 14-602
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Use Tabl es" by allow ng Basic
Utilities and Services uses w thout
a special exenption in certain
speci al purpose districts, all
under certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
commi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance formally renam ng the
Wnnefield Branch Library | ocated
at 5325 Over brook Avenue,

Phi | adel phia, PA 19131, as the
"Reverend Louise WIlianms Bi shop

Li brary" to honor the dedication
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and service of former Pennsyl vani a
State Representative Louise
WIlians Bi shop.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm tt ee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authorizing
the Conmttee on Public Safety to
hol d a hearing to exam ne whet her
death by suicide for first
responders shoul d be considered as
an occurrence, as occurring in the
line of duty and to explore nental
health initiatives ainmed at
preventing suicide and supporting
the overall well-being of first
responders.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage

Cal endar .
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CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng The 8 Seconds Rodeo as
a cel ebration of Black rodeo
cul ture and advanci ng cul tural
tradition in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes
Council man Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President. Thank you,
col | eagues, for your indul gence.

Before Kathy G I nore
Ri chardson was known as a
Wnnefield girl, there was State
Representative Loui se Bi shop who
was t he enbodi nrent of being froma
particul ar section of town. So

when State Representative Mrgan
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Cephas said that we shoul d change
the nanme of the library to
recogni ze her, yesterday we
announced and finalized about $1.5
mllion worth of inprovenent to
create a courtyard effect. \Were
better? Where better for that rose
to bloomin the nane of State
Representative Loui se Bishop. She
has made so many contributions to
Phi | adel phi a, Comonweal t h of
Pennsyl vania and to Wnnefield in
particul ar.

| renmenber when she
woul d on Sunday norni ngs, you'd
wake up in the nusic of gospel,
along with the snell of pancakes
adorni ng your hone. And then on
Monday, she would speak truth to
power about what was going on in
our community, and did so with the
sanme vigor and courage she did on

Sunday.
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| renmenber when she
st ood up agai nst al coholic
beverages in Wnnefield ten toes
down and defined, which
Representati ve Morgan Cephas | ater
took the mantle of, Community
Benefit Agreenents with coll ege
institutions by form ng
partnerships with them one of
whi ch was a renowned gospel day
wher e she brought every church that
| ever heard of in Philadelphia to
have that kind of spiritua
awakeni ng on Martin Luther King's
bi rt hday.

So for those reasons and
many nore, we have deci ded to honor
her, to honor her, to honor her for
contributions to the Commonweal t h
of Pennsyl vania and the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

So thank you,

M. President.
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(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | concur those
sentiments, Menber Jones. And if
you are a |ifelong Philadel phian,
you know about those Sunday
norni ngs, listening to Gospel
H ghway and Nana inside the kitchen
cooking the food and got the TV,
radi o, stereo all in one. Truly a
deserving honor for a giant here in
the city of Phil adel phia. Thank
you for giving her, her flowers.
Anot her round of appl ause, y'all.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: I f you don't know your
past, you wll not know your
future.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:

Thank you, Council President.
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| have three privil eged
resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch,
Menber Landau.

WII the Chief Qderk
pl ease read the titles of the
privileged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Cct ober 2025 as LGBTQ+ Hi story
Month in the Cty of Philadel phia,
and honoring the novenent for the
LEBTQ+ rights, providing visibility
for an often erased history and
rai si ng awareness for the ongoing
fight for civil rights and
equality.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
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privileged resol ution recogni zi ng

Nat i onal Com ng Qut Day on Cctober
11, 2025 in the Gty of

Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Cct ober 19, 2025 as National LGBT
Center Awareness Day in the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, and hi ghlighting the
vital role of LEGTQ+ comunity
centers in serving as cruci al
lifelines and hubs for LGBTQ+
community, fostering a sense of
bel ongi ng and community and
advocating for equal rights.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage

Cal endar for today.
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Counci|l President, today, | offer
three non-privil eged resol utions
and three bills.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

Wul d the Chief derk
pl ease read the titles of the bills
and resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anending Title 16,
entitled "Public Property” to add a
new chapter to explicitly require
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to
subm t an annual report to Counci
that details the disposition of al
| and subj ect to the Land Bank,
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be

referred to the appropriate
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conm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anending Title 14 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Zoning
and Pl anning" to establish 7th
District Overlay District, restrict
certain commerci al uses and meke
ot her rel ated changes, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewalk cafe in
the vicinity of 1526-32 North
American Street, Phil adel phia, PA
19122, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be

referred to the appropriate

Page 78

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 09/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

10/ 9/ 25 - STATED - I NTRO. TO BILLS
conmi ttee.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  And a non-privil eged
resol uti on authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
of 2208 East North Street |ocated
in the 7th Councilmanic District,
in accordance with the terns of
Chapter 16-700 of The Phil adel phi a
Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2323-31 North
5th Street, 2322, 2324, 2326, 2328,
2330 and 2332 North Orkney Street
| ocated in the 7th Council manic

District in accordance with the
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ternms of Chapter 16-700 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2407, 2409,
2411, 2413, 2415, 2439, 2441, 2443,
2445 and 2447 North 6th Street
| ocated in the 7th Council manic
District in accordance with the
ternms of Chapter 16-700 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | mrenber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

Today | offer one bil
and three privileged resol utions.
And, M. President, | also ask for
a leave fromtoday. | have to
attend to other business and |
woul d ask to be voted on aye on al
bills and resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Leave is granted. Thank
you very mnuch, Menber Young.

Wul d the Chief derk
pl ease read the bills and
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
the vicinity of 1444 Frankford
Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA 19125,
under certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm tt ee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution declaring Red
Cctober in the Gty of Philadel phia
and wi shing the 2025 Phi | adel phi a
Phillies luck in their postseason
pl ayoff race.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Go Phillies. This
resolution wll be placed on
today's Final Passage Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
t he week of Cctober 5 through 11th
as National Fire Prevention Wek in
the Gty of Philadel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
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privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
t he Phil adel phia Police Depart nent
for its success in hosting the
City's lInaugural Sumrer Ni ght
Li ghts Programin North
Phi | adel phia's 22nd Poli ce
District.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Kendra Brooks.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.
| have three privileged
resolutions to introduce today.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.
WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
privileged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
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privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
Cctober 12 as National Farners Day
in the Gty of Philadel phia, and
celebrating the Gty Council's
efforts to secure urban farns and
comuni ty gardens for nei ghborhoods
across the City of Phil adel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution celebrating
Watch Party PHL and the
Phi | adel phia Sisters for buil ding
an inclusive and inspiring
community center hub for wonen's
prof essi onal sports in
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage

Cal endar .
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CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Cctober 11 and 12, 2025 as
Bl i ndness Awar eness Wekend in the
City of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci lman Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Thank you, Council President.

| have one privil eged
resol uti on today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
privileged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and

remenberi ng Mahsa Am ni on the
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third anniversary of her death
under nysterious circunstances
while in Iranian custody, and
recogni zi ng the courage of those
fighting for wonen's rights and
human freedomin lIran, the Mddle
East and around the world.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man Ni col as O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. President.

| have one privil eged
resol uti on, one non-privil eged
resolution and two bills to
i ntroduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

Wuld the Chief derk

pl ease read the titles of the bills
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and resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance providing for the
subm ssion to the qualified
el ectors of the City of
Phi | adel phia of an anendnent to the
Phi | adel phia Hone Rule Charter to
provi de for perpetual City
owner shi p and operation of the
Cty' s water supply and sewage
systens and facilities; prescribing
the formof ballot question to be
voted on; and authorizing the
appropriate officers to publish
noti ce and to make arrangenents for
the special election.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 19-1300
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
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"Real Estate Taxes" by providing
for refunds of real estate taxes
paid through rent by certain
| ow-i ncone persons, authorizing the
Revenue Departnent to devel op
procedures, guidelines and forns
whereby eligible taxpayers can
obtain state and city refunds, and
requiring property owners to
provide informational materials to
tenants; and anendi ng Chapter 9-800
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
“Landl ord and Tenant" by requiring
| andl ords to conplete and return
rent certificates or other
docunment ati on necessary for tenants
to apply for rent refund prograns
prohibiting retaliation and
provi ding for enforcenent and
penalties, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
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referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
resol uti on proposi ng an anmendnent
to the Phil adel phia Hone Rul e
Charter providing for perpetual
City ownership and operation of the
City's water supply and sewage
systens and facilities, and
providing for the subm ssion of the
proposed anmendnent to the electors
of Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution will be
referred to the appropriate
commi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zing the Committee on d obal
Qpportunities and the Creative --
I"msorry. A privileged resolution
aut hori zing the Committee on d obal

Qpportunities and The Creative
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| nnovati ve Econony to -- |
apol ogi ze. It is non-privileged.
My apol ogi es.

Aut hori zing the
Commttee on G obal Qpportunities
and The Creative |Innovative Econony
to create a Cost of Living Task
Force and to hold hearings on the
cost of living in Philadelphia in
order to study conditions and
advance recomrendati ons to ensure
Phil adel phia is a city where all
residents can afford to |ive and
thrive.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci l man M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

M. President, | offer three bills,
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one on your behalf and one
privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the bills
and resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewalk cafe in
the vicinity of 3467 Ri chnond
Street, Phil adel phia, PA 19134,
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
commi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance authorizing a streetery
in the right-of-way adjacent to
3467 Ri chnond Street, Phil adel phia,
PA 19134, under certain ternms and

condi ti ons.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance authorizing the D rector
of the Departnent of Aviation, on
behal f of the GCty, to transfer or
convey real estate entrance to
resolve litigation with Tinicum
Townshi p, Del aware County,

Pennsyl vani a, under certain terns
and condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution authorizing
the Conmittee on Transportation and
Public Uilities to hold hearings
to investigate SEPTA s Regi onal

Rails, Silverliner 1V fleet.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Council man Brian O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Thank you, M. President.

| have no bills or
resol uti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer two bills on
your behal f, and one privil eged
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the bills

and resol uti on.
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CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
the vicinity of 400 East Grard
Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA 19125,
under certain terns and conditions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.
CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 10-700
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Refuse and Littering"” to require
| ocki ng dunpsters, all under
certain terns and conditions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.
CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authori zing

the Commttee on Commerce &
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Econom ¢ Devel opnent to hold
heari ngs on the disposition policy
regarding the Polish Anmerican
Cul tural Center Museum | ocated at
308 Wal nut Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good j ob, Mark.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer five bills and
two privileged resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the bills
and resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An
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ordi nance regul ating the direction
of novenent of traffic on West
Li ppi ncott Street between 22nd
Street and 23rd Street, all under
certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance anendi ng Section 14-500
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
“"Overlay Zoning Districts" by
anmendi ng Section 14-530, entitled
“"Eight District Overlay District,"
and maki ng rel ated changes, all
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm tt ee.

CH EF CLERK: And an

or di nance aut hori zi ng vari ous
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encroachments in the vicinity of
5901 Wayne Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA
19144, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm tt ee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance aut hori zing the
Conmm ssi oner of Public Property, on
behal f of the Gty of Phil adel phia,
to acquire fee sinple title or a
| esser real estate interest in and
to all or a portion of the
properties known as 1948 Cayuga
Street, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
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ordi nance to anmend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changing the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of

| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Chew Avenue, Church Lane and
East Wster Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
the 125th anniversary of Corinthian
Bapti st Church of Germantown, a
pillar of faith, service and
conmuni ty.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on renam ng

the intersection at 21st Street and
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Godfrey Avenue to "Rev. C. L. Pryor
Way" in honor of Rev. C. L. Pryor, a
vi sionary | eader, conmunity servant
and |l ongtime pastor of Corinthian
Bapti st Church of Gernmant own.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you, Council President.

Today | have one bil
and two privileged resolutions, one
of which is on your behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the bill
and resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An

or di nance anendi ng Chapter 9-1100
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of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Fair Practices Odinance

Prot ecti ons Agai nst Unl awf ul
Discrimnation” to explicitly
protect enployees from

di scrim nation on the basis of
nenstruati on, peri nmenopause and
nenopause, all under certain terns
and condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Oct ober 2025 as National Breast
Cancer Awareness Mnth and
pronoting the inportance of early
det ecti on and education in
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be

pl aced on today's Final Passage
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Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Cct ober 2025 as Menopause Awar eness
Month in the Cty of Philadel phia,
to affirmthe inportance of ending
the stigma and cultural silence
surroundi ng nenopause and to
acknow edge it as a natural
bi ol ogi cal process that
significantly inpacts the physical
and enotional well-being of many
I ndi vi dual s.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The next order of
business is reports from
comm ttees. The Chair recogni zes
Counci | woman Bass for a report from
the Commttee on Rul es.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
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Thank you, M. President.

The Comm ttee on Rul es
reports out four bills with a
favorabl e reconmendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch,
Menber Bass.

Chief Cerk, will you
pl ease read the report.

CH EF CLERK: The
Commttee on Rules to which were
referred the following bills: Bill
No. 250493, an ordi nance to anmend
t he Phil adel phi a Zoni ng Maps by
changi ng the zoni ng desi gnati ons of
certain areas of |and | ocated
wi thin an area bounded by Roosevelt
Boul evard, 9th Street, Erie Avenue
and Broad Street.

Bill No. 250706, an
ordi nance to anend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changing the zoni ng

desi gnations of certain areas of
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| and | ocated within an area bounded
by Grange Avenue, Park Avenue, Chew
Avenue and Broad Street.
Bill No. 250719, an
ordi nance to anend the Phil adel phi a
Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the zoni ng
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bounded
by WIt Street, Gatz Street,
Mont gonery Avenue and 19th Street.
Bill No. 250721, an
or di nance anendi ng Section 14-500
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
“"Overlay Zoning Districts" by
amendi ng Section 14-515, entitled
“Northeast Overlay District" and
maki ng rel ated changes, all under
certain terns and condi tions,
respectfully reports it has
consi dered the sane and returns the
attached bills to Council with a
favorabl e recomendati on.

There are no further
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bills to report out fromthe
Conmittee on Rules, Council
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Bass for a notion.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove that the rul es of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading this day of the bills
just read into the record by the
Chi ef O erk.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noving
properly seconded that the rules of
Counci | be suspended so as to
permt the consideration of these
bills just read by the Chief Cerk
at today's session of Council

Al'l those in favor of

the notion will signify by saying
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aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. These bills wll
be placed on our First Reading
Cal endar for today.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci |l man Mark Squilla on behal f
of Council man Young for a report
fromthe Conmmttee on Streets and
Servi ces.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

The Committee on Streets
and Services reports out 19 bills
with a favorabl e reconmendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That's 19 for the press?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
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Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the report.

CH EF CLERK: The
Committee on Streets and Services
to which were referred the
following bills: Bill No. 240872,
an ordi nance aut hori zi ng
encroachnments in the nature of a
sidewal k cafe in the vicinity of
6618 Castor Avenue, Phil adel phi a,
Pa 19149, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bill No. 250575, an
ordi nance regul ating the direction
of novenent of traffic on Gorgas
Lane between Ri dge Avenue and
Lawnton Street, under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

Bill No. 250576, an

or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
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in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
the vicinity of 426-28 West Grard
Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA 19123,
under certain ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 250652, an
ordi nance aut hori zing a dunpster
encl osure encroachnment at 782-84
South 3rd Street, Phil adel phia, Pa
19147, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bill No. 250653, an
ordi nance authorizing a streetery
in the right-of-way adjacent to
782-84 South 3rd Street,
Phi | adel phia, PA 19147, under
certain ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 250710, an
ordi nance anendi ng Section 3 of an
Ordi nance (Bill No. 230033),
approved April 12, 2023, entitled
“An Ordi nance Authorizing the
vacating of Sloan Street from Ogden

Street to its term nus northwardly
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t herefrom and the reserving and
plotting upon City Plan No. 106 of
a right-of-way for sewer and
dr ai nage purposes and public
utility purposes within the Iines
of said Sloan Street being vacated
and aut hori zing acceptance of the
grant to the City of the said right
of way, under certain terns and
conditions," by extending the
period for conpliance with the
terms and conditions stated
t herein.

Bill No. 250711, an
ordi nance regul ating the direction
of novenent of traffic on Preston
Street, between Spring Garden and
Haverford, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

Bill No. 250712, an
ordi nance authorizing the Streets
Departnment to establish parking and

st oppi ng regul ati ons on both sides
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of 47th Street, between Chest nut
Street and Kingsessing Street, all
under certain terns and conditions.
Bill No. 250713, an
ordi nance establishing a parking
regul ati on on South 62nd Street
bet ween Chestnut Street and Wl nut
Street; Kingsessing Avenue between
South 52nd Street and South 53rd
Street; Sansom Street between South
62nd Street and South 63rd Street:;
Powel t on Avenue between North 42nd
street and North 43rd Street;
Powel t on Avenue between 43rd Street
and Hol den Street.
Bill No. 250714, an
ordi nance establishing a parking
regul ati on on Fountain street
bet ween Ri dge Avenue and Hazel wood
| ane; Lauriston Street between
Roxbor ough Avenue and Monastery
Avenue; Overl ook Road between

Matt hi as street and Shal kop Street;
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CGorgas Lane between Ri dge Avenue
and Lawton Street; Mrtin street
bet ween Ri dge Avenue and M tchel
street; Levering Street between
Cresson Street to Silverwood
Street; Lenonte Street between
Pechin Street and Ri dge Avenue;
Dupont Street between Fl emm ng
Street and Boone Street to Dead
end; Monastery Avenue between
Mtchell Street and R dge Avenue;
Pal i sades Drive between Capital
View Drive and Heritage Drive and
Merrick Road.

Bill No. 250715, an
ordi nance establishing a parking
regul ati on on Hobart Street,
bet ween Thonpson Street and Master
Street; Lancaster Avenue between
Jefferson Street and North 54th
Street; North 59th Street between
Mal vern Avenue and Wodcr est

Avenue; Banbrey Street between
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Wllard Street and All egheny
Avenue.

Bill No. 250716, an
or di nance anendi ng Section 2 of an
Ordi nance (Bill No. 230438),
approved July 5, 2023, entitled "An
Or di nance Aut hori zing the revision
of lines and grades on a portion of
City Plan Nos. 230 and 289 by
placing on the City Plan two
i rregul arly-shaped areas, one
| ocated al ong the northeasterly
side of R dge Avenue and extendi ng
froma point northwest of the
W ssahi ckon Creek to a point
approxi mately four-hundred twenty-
four feet further northwestwardly
therefrom and the other |ocated
al ong the southwesterly side of
Ri dge Avenue extending from a point
nort hwest of the Wssahi ckon Creek
nort hwestwardly to the

sout hwesterly side of Main Street,
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t hereby wi dening said R dge Avenue,
and aut hori zing the opening of the
portions of the said w dened Ri dge
Avenue extending through property
owned by the City, under certain
terms and conditions, including the
dedication to the Cty of the
additions to the beds of Ridge
Avenue and Main Street being placed
on the Gty Plan," by extending the
period for conpliance with the
terns and conditions stated
t herein.

Bill No. 250723, an
ordi nance aut hori zing the revision
of lines and grades on a portion of
Cty Plan No. 370, by striking from
the Gty Plan Sout hanpton Road from
Bustl eton Avenue to its term nus
sout heastwardly therefrom under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 250724, an

or di nance aut hori zi ng vari ous
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encroachments in the vicinity of
1000-52 Frankford Avenue,

Phi | adel phia, PA 19125, under
certain terns and conditions.
Bill No. 250725, an
ordi nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
the vicinity of 1313-17 South 3rd
Street Phil adel phia, PA 19147,
under certain terns and conditions.
Bill No. 250770, an
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 12-3400
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Use of An Autonated Speed
Enf or cenent Systent to inprove
safety by providing for the use,
adm ni strati on and enforcenent of
aut omat ed speed caneras on
desi gnated state routes, under
certain terns and conditions.
Bill No. 250772, an
or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents

in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
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the vicinity of 3423 Kensi ngton
Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA 19134,
under certain terns and conditions,
respectfully reports it has
consi dered the sane and returns the
attached bills to Council wth a
favorabl e reconmendati on.

Bill No. 250718, an

or di nance anendi ng Chapter 12-900
of the Phil adel phia Code, entitled
" Par ki ng Regul ati ons and

Penalties,” to confirmregul ati ons
adopt ed by the Departnent of
Streets that establish and revise
time-limted and other rules
restricting parking, stopping and
standi ng, including the
establ i shnent of tine-restricted

| oadi ng zones, in the Center Gty
area, bounded by Spring Garden
Street, the Schuylkill River,

Bai nbri dge Street and the Del awnare

Ri ver; and to reauthorize changes
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and additions to such parking rules
in the Center City area by the
Departnment of Streets on an ongoi ng
basis; all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

And Bill No. 250771, an
or di nance aut hori zi ng 3419
Kensi ngt on Partners or a subsequent
owner, to install, own and maintain
an encroachnent at 3423 Kensi ngton
Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA 19134,
under certain terns and conditions,
respectfully reports it has
consi dered and anended the sane and
returns the attached bills to
Council with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

There are no further
bills to report out fromthe
Commi ttee on Streets, Counci
Presi dent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good j ob.
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Squilla for a notion.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| nmove that the rul es of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading of this day the bills
just read into the record by the
Chi ef d erk.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the rules of
Counci | be suspended so as to
permt the consideration of these
bills just read by the Chief Cerk
at today's session of Council, al
19 of those bills.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. These bills wll
be placed on our First Reading
Cal endar for today.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber M ke Driscoll for a
report fromthe Conmttee on
Li censes and | nspecti ons.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, M. President.

The Commi ttee on
Li censes and | nspections reports
out one bill with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the report.

CH EF CLERK: The

Comm ttee on Licenses and
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I nspections to which was referred
the followng bill: Bill No.
250774, an ordi nance anendi ng
Section 9-3903 of The Phil adel phi a
Code ("Certificate of Rental
Suitability; Required Tenant
Docunent s”) to include the
provi sion of voter registration
information to tenants, all under
certain terms and conditions,
respectfully reports it has
consi dered and anended the sane and
returns the attached bill to
council wth a favorable
reconmendat i on.

There are no further
bills to report out fromthe
Comm ttee on Licenses and
| nspections, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | mrenmber M ke Driscoll for a
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not i on.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |
nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
this day of the bill just read in
the record by the Chief d erk.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the rules of
Counci| be suspended as to permt
the consideration of this bill just
read by the Chief Clerk at today's
sessi on of Council.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
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notion carries. This bill wll be
pl aced on our First Reading
Cal endar for today.

| want to take a nonent
of personal privilege to recognize
joining us today is the head of
Labor's District Council 332,
M. Sam Staten, Jr.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you for being in
our chanber today, sir.

The next order of
busi ness is the consideration of
the Cal endar. The Chair recognizes
Maj ority Leader Council nenber
Katherine Gl nore Richardson for
the purpose of calling up bills and
resol uti ons on the Second Readi ng
and Fi nal Passage Cal endars.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. President.
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The following bills and
resol utions are being called up
fromthe Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars today: Nos.
250812, 250817, 250818 and 250823.

The followng bills and
resol utions on the Cal endar are
bei ng hel d: 2503083.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. Before
considering these bills and
resolutions, we will consider
public coment as follows: Your
public comrent nust concern matters
on the Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars for possible
action at today's Council session.

Al |l speakers nmust sign
up in order to testify. If you're
not al ready signed up for today's
sessi on, please do so now by giving
your nane to Ms. Hasson at the

table outside the rails to ny left.
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Once you have signed up, you wll
be called in the order in which
your name appears on the sign-up
sheet.

Under idea
ci rcunstances, public comenters
will each will have three m nutes
to speak. However, this time limt

may vary from session to session.

Today the tine limt wll be two
mnutes. |In order to be fair to
all those wishing to speak, | tend

to hold faithfully to the
two-mnute imt.

When you begi n speaki ng,
you will see a green light on the
podi um When there are 30 seconds
remaining to your tinme, the |ight
will turn yellow, which is your
rem nder to concl ude your renarKks.
Once two m nutes have passed, the
light will turn red and the

Sergeant-at-Arns, by the nane of
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Sergeant-at-Arns Lopez, wll
di sconnect your mi crophone.

At that point, please
yield the podiumto the next
speaker if you have not already
done so. | also reserve the right
pursuant to our rules of Council to
limt repetitious comments on the
sanme subject matter.

Il wll ask the Chief
Clerk to please read the nane of
our first speaker.

CH EF CLERK:
Representati ve Morgan Cephas,
Jasper Liam Patrick Eiding, Atnre
Al'l eyne, Zachary Frazier, Kate
Perez, Jereny Blatstein and D ana
Col eman. W have Jasper Liam
Patrick Eiding, Atnre Alleyne.
Zachary Frazier, Kate Perez, Jereny
Bl at stein and Di ana Col eman.

(Wtnesses approached

podi um )
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STATE REPRESENTATI VE
CEPHAS: Checking, one, two, check.
Perfect. Sorry about it, Council
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The floor is yours, Madam
Chair.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE
CEPHAS: CGot a little lost. Good
nor ni ng, Council President and
menbers of City Council. | am
St at e Representative Mrgan Cephas,
proud to represent the 192nd
Legislative District and to serve
as the Chair of the Phil adel phia
House Del egati on.

| stand today in strong
support of Councilman Curtis Jones,
Jr."'s proposal to renane the
Wnnefield Library in honor of the
Honor abl e Reverend Louise WIIians
Bi shop.

(Appl ause.)
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STATE REPRESENTATI VE
CEPHAS: Rep. Bishop is a giant in
West Phi |l adel phia history, in
Phi | adel phia history and in
Pennsyl vania history. Her life has
been defined by breaking barriers.
Not only breaking barriers, but
bui | di ng bri dges.

As the CGospel Queen of
Radi o, her voice has been a source
of hope and inspiration for nore
than 70 years. M grandnot her
woul d al ways sit with ne as we
listened to that radio show every
Sunday norning. And as the first,
the first, first Black woman
el ected to represent the 192nd
District in Harrisburg, she carried
that sanme spirit into public
service, fighting for civil rights,
chanpi oni ng education and giving a
voi ce to those who often went

unheard, especially as the Mnority
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Chair of the Children and Youth
Committee for the House of
Represent ati ves.

"' m honored to follow in
her footsteps as she paved the way
for me and for those who wll cone
after ne. Reverend WIIlians Bi shop
was nore than a |l awmaker. She's a
trail bl azer, a chanpion for justice
and a beacon of hope for
communi ti es across Phil adel phi a.

For nearly three
decades, she served in the
Pennsyl vani a House of
Representatives wi th unnat ched
grace, determ nation and noral
clarity. Her voice, both in the
| egi sl ature and through her
mnistry, uplifted countless
famlies, particularly those who
often felt unseen or heard.

Renam ng the library is

not only a recognition of Reverend
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Bi shop' s achi evenents, it is an
affirmati on of the values that she
stood for. Libraries are where

hi story |ives, where know edge and
opportunity are passed through one
generation to the next. By lifting
her nane here, we ensure that her
story and her inpact are preserved
as part of our history,
particularly at a tinme when this
nation tries to erase, rewite and
ban our | egacy.

This tribute not only
honors her extraordi nary work, but
al so rem nds our young peopl e that
| eadership rooted in faith,
comuni ty and perseverance can
change lives. The Wnnefield
Li brary carrying her name wil |
inspire future generations to | ead
wi th courage, conviction and
conpassi on.

So on behal f of ny
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col | eagues in Harrisburg, where
unfortunately we don't get an
opportunity to pass too many of
t hese opportunities because of a
di vided |l egislature, | want to
t hank this chanber, | want to thank
this Gty Council for letting us
enshrine the Honorabl e Louise
Wl lianms Bishop's living legacy in
Wnnefield and i n Phil adel phi a
hi story for decades to cone. Thank
you so nuch

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Cd erk, call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Jasper
Liem Patrick Ei ding, Atnre
Al'l eyne, Zachary Frazier, Kate
Perez, Jereny Blatstein and D ana
Col eman.

(Wtnesses approached

podi um )
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MR, LIEM Good norning,
everyone. M nane is Jasper Liem
I'"'mthe Executive Director at the
Attic Youth Center and |I'm a proud
transgender person and a |ifelong
Phi | adel phi an. For over 30 years,
the Attic has been a hone and haven
for LABTQ youth, particularly those
i n Phil adel phia, and a pl ace that
young peopl e can show up exactly as
they are -- was | red on purpose?
kay -- and often for the first
time.

In those 30 years, |'ve
gotten to witness how the
experi ence of com ng out has
evol ved, from whi spered
conversations in fear, to joyfu
decl arations of authenticity. And
yet the truth remains even in the
nost supportive famlies and
comuni ties, comng out is an

incredibly difficult process.

Page 129

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 09/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

10/ 9/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT

| know all of my allies
in the roomw || understand when
there's nonents when you see
sonet hi ng, you hear sonething and
t hat nonent you pause, you say
should | say sonething that is a
com ng-out noment. It's difficult
when |ifesaving health care is
under attack for transgender youth.
It's difficult when anti-LGTQ here
rhetoric seeks to erase our very
exi stence and our history.

It is difficult when
young people are forced to choose
bet ween the rel ati onshi ps they have
wi th parents and caregivers and the
pain of staying in the closet or
ri sk losing those nost precious
relationships by living their full
and true selves. That's why this
resolution matters so nuch because
visibility matters.

And today | ask for nore
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than a cel ebration of our history
and our comng out. | call on
every nenber of this Council and on
every ally in our city to not just
stand with us, not just stand with
us, but also to fight with us. W
cannot do this al one because com ng
out is not only about sexuality and
gender.

Every one of us has had
our own kind of comng out. It's a
vul nerabl e noment of truth-telling.
It's arisk. It's telling your
child that a | oved one or a pet has
passed away. It's telling your
not her that the cancer is back.
It's saying | need help. It's
saying that you need to go to
rehab. It is all of those
conversations. They are all com ng
out and it's asking your school or
your enployer to change your nane

and gender - mar ker and aski ng for
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help with that, hoping that you
will be safe, comng out in all of
its forns.

It's an act of courage
and it deserves an act of
solidarity in return. So thank
you, Council nenber Landau, for your
| eadership. And | look forward to
seeing this city support our LGBTQ
comunities. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

MR. EIDING Good
nor ni ng, Counci | man Johnson,

Presi dent Johnson and al so
Counci | woman Bass and the nenbers
of Council. M nane is Pat Eiding
and |"mhere to testify in support
of the resol ution supporting
Graduate! Phil adel phia. This year
mar ks the 20t h anni versary of

Graduat e! Phi | adel phi a.
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Wien G aduate! was first
est abli shed, a very, very few could
have i magi ned the inpact it has on
so many of our adults, adult
| earners and their famlies
t hroughout the city. Since 2005,
Graduat e! Phil adel phi a has been an
integral part of the workforce
devel opnment systemin Phil adel phi a
as one of the only organi zations
focused on adult learners. It
fills a unique role in the city.

G aduat e! Phi | adel phi a
wor ks at the intersection of post-
secondary education, workforce
devel opnent and community
enpower nent to address the
I mredi ate and | ong-term needs of
fam lies and households. G aduate!
Phi | adel phi a has grown since its
I nception and now serves over 1000
adult | earners each year with

career counseling to pursue a
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wor kf orce certification or
secondary degree.

G aduat e! Phi | adel phi a
has recently created sone
i nnovati ve partnerships, including
the North 10 Phil adel phia | npact
Center, bringing services directly
into the community, a nodel that
Graduat e! Phil adel phia hopes to
replicate across the city. 1In
addition, G aduate! Phil adel phia is
part of the School District of
Phi | adel phi a's New Par ent
Uni versity, bringing their services
directly to parents of the school
st udent s.

Si nce 2005, G aduat e!
Phi | adel phi a has hel ped nore than
18, 000 adults earn nore than 10, 000
col l ege credentials, increasing
their earning potential and
advanci ng their careers. Through

the work of Graduate! Phil adel phi a,
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t housands of families have been
able to realize economc stability
and build generational wealth.

Graduat e! Phi | adel phi a
was the first programin the nation
to align resources, both outside
and inside, of higher education,
specifically for adult learners to
enroll in college, obtain industry-
recogni zed credentials and achi eve
fam | y-sustai ni ng wages. G aduat e!
Phi | adel phia created career and
integrated learning and rising to
expand t he pathways to | earning by
addressi ng the uni que chal | enges
associ ated wi th underserved
communi ti es such as basi c needs,
child care, financial literacy,
digital literacy and access to
wr apar ound servi ces.

As past Chair of the
Board of Graduate! Phil adel phia, |

can attest to the dedication and
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hard work of Malik Brown and his
team None of the success of

G aduat e! Phi |l adel phi a woul d be
possi bl e wi thout their comm t nent
to this incredibly inportant work.
Thank you for your tine and
consideration. And thank you to
Counci | man Ant hony Phillips for

I ntroducing this resolution.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

MR, ALLEYNE: (ood
afternoon. |'mthe co-founder and
CEO of TeenSHARP. Sorry, ny voice
IS gone today so Ms. Debbie, our
Parent Program Seni or Manager m ght
step in for nme. Thank you
Council man Dr. Anthony Phillips for
acknow edgi ng our worKk.

I"mgoing to let you go
because --

M5. YANEZ: Thank you,
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Council man Dr. Anthony Philli ps,
for acknow edgi ng our work today.
['"'mAtnre Alleyne, the co-founder
and CEO of TeenSHARP. At
TeenSHARP, our mssion is to
prepare Bl ack, Latino and
| owi ncone students to attend and
thrive at Anmerica's top coll eges
and to graduate with mni mum or no
debt .

M/, wife and | created
TeenSHARP back in 2009 when we were
graduate students as a mnistry at
our church and started with only 10
students. | would be remss if |
did not take this opportunity to
acknow edge ny pastor, Lincoln
Corbin, Sr., who died earlier this
year. He was born and raised in
Phi | adel phia, attended O ney Hi gh
School and he hel ped erect the
liberty to building in
Phi | adel phi a.
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During his tinme as a
uni on construction worker, he also
built the very foundation that our
wor k stands on at TeenSHARP. W
never imagi ned that 16 years | ater
we would still be grow ng our
i npact, which now i ncl udes around
500 alumi. That includes ny niece
Maya, who was the original
inspiration for starting TeenSHARP,
who lives in Philadel phia and is
thriving professionally and as a
comuni ty | eader.

W | ook forward to
growi ng our inpact in Philadel phia,
partnering with so many | eaders in
this room and buil di ng the next
generation of changenmakers in this
great city. Thank you so mnuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you.
MR, FRAZIER  How are
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you doing. M nane is Zachary
Frazi er, Trust Factor organization,
Executive Director. First and
forenost, |1'd like to thank
everyone for having us and just
t hanki ng Council for accepting, you
know, what we do as an
or gani zat i on.

W're a very smal |
grassroots, but we try to make an
I npact in our conmunity where we
are, which is the Northwest section
of Phil adel phia. Thank you so
much, Anthony Phillips, for
acknow edgi ng what we do, coming to
bei ng part of our program checking
us out, seeing what we have,
talking directly to our students
and getting themto understand nore
about ne.

He went to a pl ace
where -- | was happy to know t hat

when he cane, he spoke to ne very
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briefly, but he went and talked to
our students and he let themtalk
about ne to where as though there
was a question of who is
M. Frazier to you and what does he
do and how does he nmake you feel.

And at that point, |I'm
guessi ng that's when he nade the
deci sion to say, you know what, |
want to see if | can do sonething
for the organization because he got
the answers fromthem | was of
course going to tell himhow great
| was as a person, right. That's
just what | was supposed to do.

But what | realized was
that those kids |oved nme and |
| oved them and we were doing the
right things and | appreciate it,
but I want to al so give a speci al
thanks to ny partner Ms. Jessica
Hll. Thank you so nuch, Jessica,

for standing behind ne. [|I'm
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fighting a good fight every day
because | know it's hard,

especi ally when you don't have any
noney. And we're just doing this
froma place of passion.

Passion is very hard to
deal with when you have not too
many resources, right. But you
keep fighting because the passion
over succeeds everything. And when
you see the kids' faces and sone of
them just |ook at you and they're
like, listen, I want to conme back
here tonorrow. You're like, |oo0Kk,
today's the last day. And they're
l'i ke, but what about tonorrow
That's when you start thinking
about, you know, what can we do
next to make this thing realistic
and where as though it can continue
to change lives. Thank you.

You know, Counci l

Presi dent, he was instrunental in
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sone of the things. And also want
to give one special thanks to
soneone el se, Ms. G ndy Bass. You
made that |ast cohort this summer
cone to be reality. And we
appreciated that. Wat you gave us
made us actually be able to put
sonet hi ng down that was inpactful,
that M. Phillips, you were able to
see, because Counci | nenber
Ms. G ndy Bass, she put sonething
out for us and | appreciate you for
t hat .

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

MR. FRAZIER  Thank you
so nuch. The resolution represents
nore than a nonent of recognition.
It is a rem nder of what happens
when our city stands behind
prograns that enpower youth to
| earn, grow and | ead. Through a

bui | di ng (i naudi bl e) program we
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teach skills that build confidence,
pur pose and conmunity pride.

We understand the
i nportance of collaboration and we
are deeply grateful for community
partners such as, you know, GCuiding
Stars and Executive Director over
there Ms. Kinberly Reese, whose
partnership strengthens our ability
to serve these young nen. W are
excited and honored to continue to
work as we build out our
pre-apprenticeshi p program

And | would like to say
we officially fromthe state of
Pennsyl vania we are now a
pre-apprenticeship program W are
acknowl edged. W can get them from
our programright to work and
that's what we wanted them W
wanted to nmake a conpl ete program
SO we appreciate that. And with

t hat being said, you know, we
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created pat hways that don't just
i nspire our young nen, but prepare
them for real careers. Real
careers and econom c opportunity
right here in our city of
Phi | adel phia. Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you. Great work.

MS. PEREZ: Kate Perez.
Speaki ng on the Land Bank sal es,
unable to see the difference in
Phi | adel phia's children and the
chil dren abroad, robbed of
school i ng, housing, famly and
dignified Iife with our tax
dollars. The Land Bank attenpts to
turn vacant properties into
opportunities for our neighbors,
nost popul arly comunity gardens
that benefit the children, ideally
maki ng it nore accessible for our

di sabl ed nei ghbors, sonething that
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Pal estinians are prepared to do now
as a ceasefire is on the table for
the occupation to possibly sign
today with our weapons.

Pal esti ne now hol ds the
title for nost anputated children
in the world, nost new orphans and
nost chil dl ess households. They're
going to need to build an
accessible world free from
occupati on and Anerican
intervention. What is the
ceasefire worth if we allow ships
to | eave our docks hol di ng anmo,
knowi ng that they will nost |ikely
be ainmed at civilians, likely
during this alleged ceasefire, as
the Occupation has fanously broken
every single cease fire agreenent
t hey have ever nmade.

Beyond t he const ant
mar ches in our streets and weekly

vigils for the martyrs, groups in
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Phi | adel phi a are goi ng on hunger
strikes calling for the end of the
i1l egal blockade that has forced
fam ne on an entire popul ation
since March. Sonething |srael
still maintains and went so far as
toillegally detain nore than 500
Flotilla volunteers who tried to
break this illegal blockade this
past week, stealing nore than
hundreds of thousands of dollars
worth of aid, dunping baby fornula
into the bottom of the ocean and
defying the I CJ binding orders for
uni npeded humani tari an access.

On average, our sister
city has killed an average of one
cl assroom of children per day every
day since this phase of genocide in
2023. Forcing schools to shut down
as they didn't have enough children
left alive to teach. As

Phi | adel phia continues to maintain
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our rel ationship, we should
consi der how this reflects on us,
what we are willing to accept as
decent and noral and where we may
one day be headed as we continue to
pour funds into stronger
(i naudi bl e) systens and all ow t he
PPD to cross-train with these
soldiers. W need an arns enbargo
now and we will see a free
Pal esti ne.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Jereny Bl atstein, Diana Col eman.
May Virginia Lynn Hogben, Deborah,
Roebuck, Colin Brady, Alex Le
GQuevel, Ben MIler and Caro
Si mmons al so nmeke their way to the
podi um

(Wtnesses approached

podi um )
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MR, BLATSTEIN. Hell o.
My nane is Jereny Blatstein. It
was never about a ceasefire so
let's |like stop playing ganes,
right. Enough is enough of these
speeches that | get up here and
listen to, but we're tal ki ng about
the Land Bank. Since the Land Bank
s equated to Pal estine today |
guess.

But City Council man Jay
Young noves lots fromthe Land
Bank, right. And the Land Bank's
neeti ng on Tuesday and nenbers of
the Gty Council refuse to nove
land fromthe Land Bank. It's a
shame. And that again, the backs
are turned because there could be
30 affordabl e honmes that are going
to be built.

But on Tuesday at the
neeting, they're not going to get

passed, right, because there's
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menbers of this board that are on
the board of the Land Bank from
city council and they're voting
agai nst affordabl e housing in the
7th District. |1'mglad that
Counci | woman Lozada today put up
that bill about the Land Bank and
t hat report.

Because guess what? The
Land Bank al ready produces that
report. So let's do it again.
That report's already there.
Enough is enough, right. \Wen it
cones to playing ganes at the Land
Bank, hopefully there's changes
everyone wants to tal k about.
Let's make sure that we stay in
power, right.

But if we don't grow
Philly to 2 milli in 2030, they're
going to do a redistricting of the
House of Representatives. And

guess what happens, where they've
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built housing in the country gets
nore representation. So that's why
growmng Philly to 2 mllion is so
inmportant. And | really do

encour age each and every one of you
to approve Turn the Key hones and
trying to cut the red tape to
figure out how we can build nore
housi ng i n Phil adel phi a.

And the last thing |1l
say is we're tal ki ng about SEPTA
because it's unusabl e right now,
conpl etely unusabl e, right, because
of the Silverliners. So if you
know anybody that's using Regi onal
Rail right now, they can't and it's
unfortunate. So we really do need
to encourage the House of
Representatives to properly fund
SEPTA.  And thank you. Gow Philly
to 2 milli.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you.
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M5. HOGBEN: Hello. W
nane i s Lynn Hogben and I'm a
resident of the 4700 bl ock of
W ndsor Avenue, a street adjoi ning
47th Street in West Phil adel phi a.
' m speaking in opposition to Bill
250712, which unl ess amended woul d
give the Streets Departnent the
power to renove and restrict
parking on 47th Street w thout any
conmunity input.

Much of 47th Street is
residential. Wile there are
speci fic parking changes on 47th
Street that would disclose to the
community as part of the conversion
of 47th Street to a one-way
one-l ane street, this bill would
not nerely authorize the disclosed
changes, but would instead give
Oll'S and the Streets Depart nent
carte bl anche to renove and

restrict parking and residenti al
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parts of 47th Street w thout any
comunity i nput on the inpact, need
for or useful ness of the changes.

Community input is
essential for the types of changes
that this bill would allow, such as
| oadi ng zones. \Wether a | oading
zone woul d be beneficial on a
residential block cannot be
determ ned w thout input fromthe
people who |ive there on how it
woul d be used, whether the
residents want it and the tines of
day that the restriction should be
in effect so as to mnimze the
| oss of overni ght parking.

There is also not a
need, at | east south of Baltinore
Avenue, for |oading zones to
prevent stopping in the bike |ane
as there is an enpty | ane between
the bi ke | ane and parking. Bill

250712 noreover does not limt the
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anount of parking that could be
renoved or restricted w thout
community input. It therefore
affects not only residents on 47th
Street, but also all residents on
adj oi ni ng and near by bl ocks, as
renmoval of substantial parking on
any bl ock causes residents who
needed to park there to park on
those ot her streets.

47th Street in our
nei ghbor hood i n West Phi |l adel phi a
are not Chestnut and Market Streets
in Center Cty. |nposing parking
and stopping restrictions in front
of residents' houses w thout
comuni ty i nput, whether in our
nei ghbor hood or on residentia
bl ocks in any part of the city, is
very different fromregul ating
parking in conmercial areas that
have no houses that depend on

onstreet parKking.
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Addr essi ng the changes
on 47th Street and ot her
residential areas by bills
aut hori zi ng specific parking
changes that have been discl osed
woul d be a far better solution. |
strongly urge you to anend Bil
250712 to require the Streets
Departnent to give notice and an
opportunity to be heard to the
af fected bl ocks and residents
before they can restrict parking.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

DR. RCEBUCK: Good
afternoon. M nane is Dr. Deborah
Roebuck, the nenopause whi sper.
I''mthe founder of Going Through
t he Change, an organization that is
dedi cated to wonen's heal th and
wel | ness across the |ifespan. |

also really want to thank
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Counci | woman Ahmad and this Counci l
for introducing the inportance of
Menopause Awareness Month. This
recognition is nore than synbolic.

It opens the door for
great er understandi ng, education
and conpassion for the many wonen
in our city navigating the
physical, the enotional and the
social transition of nenopause.
Menopause is not a disease. Let ne
say it again. Menopause is not a
di sease. It is a natural process
of life, a passage that we all
deserve to be nmade aware of and
supported and respect ed.

The wonen are teachers,
nurses, nothers, grandnothers,
caregivers, |eaders across
Phi | adel phi a, deserve workpl ace and
communi ty that acknow edges their
experi ence and provi de resources

that help them go through this
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transition. Today as we affirm
Menopause Awar eness Month, we al so
affirmour collective commtnent to
end the silence. No nore silence.
kay. Challenge, stigma and ensure
equity across all everybody that
are wonen.

Thank you for
recogni zing this vital issue and
for joining us in building the city
where wonen are understood, val ued
and supported through every stage
of life. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Colin Brady, Alex Le CGuevel, Ben
MIller, Carol Simmons. My
St ephani e Drain, Paul Birdsong,
Viola Pryor and Elizabeth Waring
al so make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
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podi um )

MR. BRADY: Thank you,
Counci | renbers. M nane is Colin
Brady and |'mintroducing a
nonprofit called Fighting Chance
USA, which of fers non-contact
boxi ng and therapy to youth aged 8
to 25. | grew up in Fort
Washi ngton, Pa and graduated from
Penn State. |[|'ve been in the
| ogi stics industry here in Philly
for 17 years, including 13 in
out si de sal es.

|'ve battl ed depression
since age 13. And as a 30-year-old
menber at the sporting club at the
Bel | evue, | got tired of waiting
around to play basketball one day
so | tried the boxers' workout in
t he room next door and it was the
best workout of ny life. | started
training regularly and the boxers

wor kout qui ckly becane ny favorite
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ant i depressant.

| began readi ng about
nutrition and wel |l ness and becane a
certified health coach at the
Institute for Integrative Nutrition
in 2022. At age 37, | becane the
ol dest Pennsyl vani a Gol den d oves
Chanpion in history. | serve on
the Board of Directors at the
Vet er an Boxers Associ ation in Port
Ri chnond as well as USA Boxing in
Col orado Springs, and I'ma
passi onat e advocate for amateur
boxi ng as a safe and heal thy outl et
for men, wonen and children of al
ages, and especially those battling
depressi on, anxiety, alcoholism
addi ction, PTSD, obesity and ADHD
anong ot her nental disorders.

Last year | connected
wi th Mat chroom Boxing after they
signed Philly's own world champ

Jaron Ennis. And through
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Mat chroom | connected with Enpire
Fi ghti ng Chance, an Engl and- based
charity offering non-contact boxing
and psychol ogi cal | y-i nf or med
therapy to youth age 8 to 25.
Enpire is doi ng amazi ng
wor k in England and now Ednont on,
Canada, inproving nental health and
reducing crine. And we're working
on bringing Fighting Chance USA to
the greatest boxing city in the
wor | d, Phil adel phia. Alex is here
with Matchroomand | wll let him
tal k about the inpact that Enpire

has made in the UK and now Canada.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

MR, LE GUEVEL: Hell o,
Council. Thank you very nuch for

having me today. M nane is Al ex

Le Guevel. |I'mthe Head of
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Communi ty Devel opnment and Mat chr oom
Boxi ng. W& are the world's
|l eading -- no problem M nane is
Alex Le CGuevel. 1'mthe Head of
Comuni ty Devel opnent in Mat chroom
Boxing, with the world's | eading
and only truly gl obal boxing
pr onot er.

Prior to working at
Mat chroom | used to work for
Engl and boxi ng, the equival ent of
USA boxing here in the United
States. At Matchroom we have a
commtnment to give back to
grassroots boxing, utilizing
resources role nodels and our
platformto give back to grassroots
boxi ng and pronote the many
benefits of boxing in communities
across the world.

In the UK we've
partnered with Enpire Fighting

Chance to expand the capacity of
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our work and al so the inpact. |'ve
wor ked on this programin all
capacities, as a participant, a
referring agent, a partner and an
advocate. Non-contact boxing
prograns -- Enpire utilize
non- cont act boxing to deliver
psychol ogi cal | y-i nformed nentori ng,
t herapeuti c support prograns.

They al so have a club
nment ori ng network which teaches
cl ubs how to becone nore self-
sufficient, sustainable, using the
Enpire Fighting Chance blueprint to
make cl ubs nore sustainable and
therefore for the long-term W
now want to bring this programto
the US. And what better place to
start than the greatest boxing city
in the world, Philadel phia.

To illustrate the scale
of this work, |'ve conpiled sone

headl i ne statistics of the work
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we' ve achieved in the UK In
total, we've worked with -- Enpire
Fi ghti ng Chance have worked with
130 partners to date, 122 in the UK
and 8 in Canada. In ternms of those
partners, 49 of those boxing clubs
based in the UK

W' ve worked with
directly around 3200 young people a
year. And our partners since March
2022, have worked with 17,500 young
people. In ternms of funding, our
partners have brought in 4.5 --
since March 2022 have brought in
4.5 mllion pounds. As a call to
action, we are obviously hosting --
if you'd like to find out nore
about this program we're hosting a
private m xer working w th Robert
Murray, Jr. at Contast Spectacle in
the Directors Lounge at Xfinity
Mobi |l e Arena on Saturday ni ght at

the Boots Ennis v. U sma Lim
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fight. W'd love to see you there
and tell you nore about the
program Thank you very mnuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Ben MIler, Carol Sinmons, Steph
Drain, Paul Birdsong, Viola Pryor
and El i zabet h Wari ng.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR. MLLER  Good
norning. My nane is Ben MIler.
' m speaki ng in support of
Counci | menber Kendra Brooks
resolution to acknow edge Nati ona
Farnmers Day. |'m a professional
chef in Phil adel phia. For the |ast
20 years, | was co-founder of South
Philly Barbacoa, People's Kitchen
Philly, Masa Cooperativa and

Rei nhard Street Conmunity Farm
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|'ve been a resident on
the 6100 bl ock of Reinhard Street
since 2006. In 2021 we decided to
start growing free produce for the
nei ghbor hood. But before we could
start, we renoved seven truckl oads
of trash fromthe block. W
surveyed t he nei ghbors and asked
t hem what they wanted us to grow.
We brought in truckl oads of wood
chi ps and conpost from Fai r nount
Par k Recycling Center.

W pl ant ed wat er nel ons,
t omat oes, okra, collards, sweet
pot at oes, herbs, sunflowers, fruit
trees. The elders on the block
st opped by to show us | ove and
share their wisdom And the
curious children hel ped us pl ant
seedl i ngs, water and harvesti ng.
W hosted cookouts, educati onal
wor kshops, bl ock cl eanups. W

pai nted fences, built banboo
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trellises and built the comunity.
Over the last five years, this
communi ty has strengthened and
deepened.

A group of displ aced
refugee farners from Burma j oi ned
our efforts growi ng sone of their
i ndi genous crops that were not
avai l able in any stores. These
gardens have brought joy, health
and life to the | and that was
formal | y abandoned and forgotten.
But our land is insecure. W work
in a state of uncertainty and
I nper manence. But nonet hel ess, we
wor k joyfully.

| thank Council nenber
Kendra Brooks and City Council for
approvi ng the purchase of |iens of
al rost 100 community garden
parcels. 1n 2023, seven of those
|l ots now are on their way to the

Land Bank, are parcels that are
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stewarded by the Reinhard Street
Farmteam Gardens and green space
are so crucial to the health, well -
bei ng and safety of our conmunity.
W thank the Council for
acknow edgenent of the inportance
of farmers in this resolution. W
| ove doi ng our work, but we need
t he support of our elected
officials to ensure our |ong-term
stability and success. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

DR. SIMMONS: Thank you,
Cty Council, for this opportunity
to speak. A very special note of
appreciation to Councilwoman Kendra
Brooks for her resolution for a
Nati onal Farners Day here in
Phi | adel phia. And now, | ask
everyone that can hear ny voi ce,

what are you doing to address food
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i nsecurity? Do you have a plan?
How are you preparing?

My nane is Dr. Carol
Simmons. |'mthe Executive
Director of the Black Farners
Cooperative. And we, the BFC team
had the answers, along with our
Presi dent, Pastor Dari an Thomas of
Eastw ck, but let ne nmake a few
points. W're headed to either a
decl ared energency or a disaster.
"' mnot stoking fear, but | want us
to anticipate and recogni ze a
crisis when we see it and when we
feel it.

Under st andabl y, federa
| oans and grants to farnmers have
been cut. Such action has had an
adverse inpact on crops, the
farm ng industry and has threatened
our food source. But ah, BFC, we
have sonme answers for you. The

city has 4000 vacant lots. That's
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4000 vacant lots that could be used
to sow and reap and harvest at

m ni mum cost for the respective

nei ghbor hoods where these
properties reside. Adopt a bl ock,
build, grow a lot. Adopt a bl ock,
grow a | ot.

Lastly, a resolution is
just not a slogan proclaimng a
month or a day. A resolutionis a
solution. So let's plan and
prepare to cultivate National
Farmers Day. And like | said,
adopt a block, grow a block. W
can grow in Philadelphia. It is a
process. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. DRAIN. Hey. Peace
y'all. M nane is Steph Drain.
I'"d like to start by appreciating
Cty Council for your efforts and
hel pi ng support farnmers across the

city as we protect and steward the
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land. 1'd like to give speci al
t hanks to Counci | menber Brooks for
I ntroducing this resol ution and
bei ng an out standi ng advocate for
growers across Phil adel phia. Qur
wor kK woul dn't be possi bl e w thout
you.

Again, ny nanme is Steph
Drain. I'ma lifelong South Philly
resident from Reinhard Street and
the former Farm Director for the
Rei nhard Street Conmmunity Garden.
When | grew up, these lots were
abandoned, full of debris from
serial dunpers and sites of
despair. Wen | was young, ne and
ny friends were running around and
playing in them but we yearned for
real green space. M famly kept a
little garden next to our hone, but
it was a small green speck agai nst
t he backdrop of the gray and
blighted Iives.
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In 2016, | noved away
fromny chil dhood hone but would
visit nmy parents often. And when |
did, I was unsurprised that nothing
had changed. That was until | net
the Reinhard crew in 2021 who had
started renediating the land, and |
engaged with them i nmedi ately and
t hen becane the farmdirector.

Over the | ast few years,
we' ve gone froma few blocks to
full blossom ng food oasis that our
community gathers around. Qur farm
is transform ng abandoned | ots
around Reinhard Street into a
thriving food oasis and comunity
gat hering space rooted in clinmate
justice and | and sovereignty. This
project is built on three pillars:
power, building food access, |and
recl amati on and conmunity care.

First, we're grow ng

heal thy | ocal food while restoring
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polluted soil, a step towards
heal i ng environnmental harns caused
by systemi c neglect. Second, we're
preventi ng di splacenent by

or gani zi ng agai nst gentrification,
specul ati ve devel opnent and
recommendi ng the comrunity contro
over the land. Third, we're

devel oping a comunity kitchen or
fridge to address food apartheid
and assure nei ghbors can share
nutritious neals freely.

We believe land is a
communal right and are reclai mng
it for collective resilience. W
appreciate all of the support from
Cty Council, but our work isn't
done. W have to ensure that the
| and communities are stewarding
stays under conmunity control and
that farnmers and farns are able to
thrive. W are essential in our

community's ability to control its
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own neans of food production.

Lastly, as a longtine
constituent |1'd Iike to echo
appreci ation for Council President
Johnson and warmy invite you to
our 2nd Annual Harvest Festival on
the 18th. 1It's going to be nore
lit than the block party you just
t hrew on Ki ngsessing, respectfully.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Paul Birdsong, Viola Pryor,
El i zabeth Waring. May Lynn Landes,
Tyrell Brown, Grace Lew s and
Qgbonna Hagi ns al so make their way
to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

MR. BIRDSONG. My nane
Is Paul birdsong. I'mfromthe
Bl ack Panther Party for self-
defense. | wanted to speak on

sonething that | just saw before |
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speak on what | canme to speak on.
And, Kenyatta, you weren't in the
room when it happened but you
shoul d know about it.

The sister Ms. Perez
cane up here and spoke her m nd.
And then the guy that always speaks
about SEPTA cane up here in front
of everybody and nocked what she
said, and that's bullying and it
shouldn't be allowed in a pl ace
like this. So | just wanted to put
that out there. And | wanted to
say, you know, you ain't got to
come up here and bully the | adies.
You can pick on sonebody your own

size. The Bl ack Panther Party is

around for that. | got tine for
it. So | just wanted to put that
out there.

Now, what | cane to
speak about, | heard y'all renam ng

the 6300 bl ock of Lansdowne. Man,
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' m happy that y'all paying
attention to that area because |'ve
gotten about 17 calls where | had
to go out there and address police
brutality and drug dealers in that
area nyself. You know, about 17.

| counted, 17.

So when | saw that that
portion of the city being | ooked
at, | was grateful. And not just
Lansdowne right there, but all the
way to Haverford and then all the
way back down to |ike 47th. That
whol e area is a hotbed for drugs
and police brutality. And I
bel i eve that now that we're paying
attention to that area, we m ght be
abl e to nake sone change there that
positively inpacts the children
that live there. Al power to the
peopl e.

(Appl ause.)
M5. PRYOR  Good
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afternoon. M nane is Viola J.
Pryor. | conme fromthe Gernmant own
section of the city of

Phi | adel phia. | stand here with
one of the deacons fromthe
Corinthian Baptist Church of
Germantown. W are honored that

Ci ndy Bass put resolutions in, one,
to renane the street, 21st Street,
where the church is to C. L. Pryor
Way. We are nost grateful for

Si ster Bass, Ci ndy Bass, and we

t hank you for putting in that

resol ution.

Al so, we are observing
our 125th church anniversary next
weekend. W are grateful for the
service that the church has
rendered to the conmunity.
Reverend Pryor was an advocate for
the community and a visionary nman.
He went hone | think a little too

soon, but that was not under ny
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jurisdiction. He served the
community. He provided for the
peopl e, but he had a | ove for the
church and he had a | ove for
bl endi ng the church and the
conmuni ty together.

W have a senior citizen
housi ng project as part of his
i nvol venent. W have a church hal
t hat has been renovated for the use
of the adm nistration building and
to house a private school. W have
much to be thankful for and we give
all praise, all honor, to our Lord,
Jesus Christ. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
El i zabet h Waring, Lynn Landes,
Tyrell Brown, Grace Lewi s and
Qgbonna Hagi ns.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. WARING  Good
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af t ernoon, everyone, Council,
especi al |y Counci | woman Br ooks and
Gauthier. Thank you. So |I'm

El i zabeth Waring and |'mthe
steward of the Holly Street

Nei ghbors Community Garden in West
Philly. W have had a very
productive year and gardeni ng and
gi ving back to the community, a | ot
of seniors -- so in this productive
year, we've had a | ot of support

wi th vol unteers pl anni ng and
especially with giving away.

So with the 15 gardeners
that we have active and a | ot of
vol unteers, we've given to
churches. W' ve delivered to
seniors. W don't have water.
That's one of the main things.

We'd like for the garden to be
acquired into the Nei ghborhood
Garden Trust. And that has taken

10 years and | don't understand
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why.

So l'd like to know the
Land Bank and the process, what has
taken it so |l ong, because we've
been a very good place to collect
peopl e and connect people. W have
community meetings. W have
children from school s, preschool s,
el ementary schools, high school and
even coll ege. W have Drexe
hel ping us with our irrigation
system but we have to get water
fromthe nei ghbors.

Al so, with comunity
neeti ngs and connecting and
coll ecting people and with the
hel p, we're just asking why, why is
it taking so |l ong we get help,
what's the process? Please we'd
like to know. So in supporting
farm ng, even though it's a smaller
garden, we have a shade garden

which is open to the public all the
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time, but we do have the farm and
we need the help with the water,
and just want the security of
knowing that it will always be a
garden and green space. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. BROWN:  Tyrell
Brown. Good norning,
Counci | nrenbers, and good norni ng
everyone here. M nane is Tyrel
Brown. | amthe Founder and
Executive Director of Philly Pride
365, the organization behind our
fests for National Com ng CQut
Days's festival comng this
weekend.

First, I want to send ny
heartfelt thanks to Council nenber
Rue Landau for introducing this
i nportant resolution and for her
continued | eadership, visibility
and courage, not just in this

chanber but in every space that she
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occupi es. Rue, your advocacy
rem nds us what representation,
friendshi p, comm tnent and
solidarity truly look |ike.
Nat i onal Com ng Qut Day
is nore than just a cel ebration.
It's a reflection of bravery,
authenticity and the ongoi ng
pursuit of freedom Coming out is
not just about identity. It's
about stepping into truth despite
fear and about creating space for
others to do the sane. But it's
al so inportant to renenber that not
everyone can safely cone out and
that's why our collect -- it's our
collective responsibility to build
a worl d where every person can.
That' s what Phil adel phia Pride 365
stands for and OURfest are about.
OURf est starts wth an
acronymthat stands for Qur Uniting

Resi |l i ence. It's a declaration
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that pride progranmng in
Phi | adel phia. 1t's not just
confined to one nonth or one
parade. |It's sonething we live,
nurture and protect all year |ong.
OURfest for National Com ng Qut Day
bri ngs together resources from
across city, departnents, LGBTQ
organi zations, artists, activists,
famlies, elders and youth from
every nei ghborhood and every
I ntersection in our nei ghborhoods
and conmuni ties in Philadel phia.
Phi | adel phi a has al ways
been a city of first, the first
LEGBTQ rights citizens, birthplace
of Black Pride, pride |eadership
fromthe departed M chael Henson,
Jr., to nme who founded Philly Pride
365 three years ago. |'m one of
only a handful in the country that
is a Black person running a ngjor

Pride festival.
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Through OURfest, we are
carrying forward that |egacy,
bui | di ng bridges between
generations, novenents, conmunities
t hat who have been too often
di vided. So today as we honor
Nati onal Com ng Qut Day, nmay we
recommt with visibility, with
pur pose to cel ebration of inclusion
and to progress with love at its
center. Thank you to Council for
recogni zi ng this day.
(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.
CH EF CLERK: W have
G ace Lew s, Ogbonna Hagi ns. My
Esther Glliard, Stacy Leith,
Christine Joy and Marie Flem ng
al so make their way to the podi um
(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. LEWS: Cood
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afternoon. M nane is Grace Lew s.
| came in here not know ng what the
topics were going to be and found
that | had sone concerns and
answered and sonme questions. And
as | sat here, they were answered.
So I'mrelinquishing ny tinme. Good
norni ng -- good afternoon.

(Appl ause.)

M5, LEWS: | didn't
want nmy nane to be called and not
be present.

(Laughter.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  So before we call on our
next speaker, | just want to
acknow edge Ms. Grace Lewis, a
nmenber of Tasker Street Bapti st
Church in South Phil adel phia, also
a community activist. W just
comrend you for your hard work and
your dedication and bei ng here.

Thank you very nuch.
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(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: Wl the Chief Cerk
pl ease call the next speaker
pl ease.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Qgbonna Hagi ns and Esther Glliard,
Stacy Leith, Christine Joy and
Mari e Fl em ng.

(Wt nesses approached
podi um)

MR HAG NS: G eat
nor ni ng, everyone. (Ogbonna Hagi ns,
fourth generation chattel slavery
survivor. 1'd like to first begin
by publicly thanking Counci
Presi dent Kenyatta Johnson for
co-sponsoring the resolution to
conduct hearings on the
establishing of the Ofice of
Freednen Affairs. W' ve had our
di sagreenents over the years, but

this nonent proves that two nen can
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see things differently and still

unite around what is |awful, just
and constitutional. For that,
M. President, | thank you.

In the same spirit of
unity and purpose, | want to
hi ghl i ght the Phil adel phia Juvenile
Justice Service Center which is
cel ebrating its 20th bi annual Carpe
Di em event, honoring judges and
students who participate in the
remar kabl e and beneficial program
Carpe Diemcontinues to strengthen
civic responsibility, |egal
under st andi ng and per sonal
enpower ment anong our youth,
ensuring that they inherit a city
rooted in justice and opportunity.

That sane spirit will be
on full display on October 26th
when Phi | adel phia hosts the 30th
anni versary cel ebration of the

MIlion Man March at LOVE Park.
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Qur thene this year will be raising
the estate of the Anerican
Freednmen. Because when the estate
is raised, when our rights and
| egacy are fully recognized, the
econom c stability of Freednen
communities will rise and with it
the prosperity of the entire city.

In conjunction with this
O fice of Freednen Affairs hearings
and the MIlion Man March and with
the support of Majority Wiip Curtis
Jones and Mnority Wi p C ndy Bass,
we'l |l be conducting political
wel | ness checkups across the city
of Phil adel phia to educate
residents, especially Anerican
Freednen, about their rights and
the inportance of the O fice of
Freedmen affairs.

So | ask support for the
heari ng, support for our youth and

support for the raising of the
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estate of the Anmerican Freednen
with the Freednen strategy and not
a generalized Bl ack agenda. So
with that, | thank you. Have a
great day. Over and out.

MS. FLEM NG As you
know, I'm Marie Flem ng. |'m going
to read to you the nmeaning of the
preanbl e, Constitution of the
United States. As you know, it was
signed in Phil adel phia. The
nmeani ng of the preanble was to
protect the liberty, freedomfor
all Americans now and in the
future. Article 1, Section 9 is,
Unl ess the privilege of the wit of
habeas corpus shall not be
suspended, unl ess when in cases of
rebellion neans |iberty isn't used.
The cl ause protects fundanental
l'iberty, the right not to be
i mprisoned unl awful |y.

The Fourth Anmendment,
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Nor shall any state deprive any
person of life, liberty or property
Wi t hout due process of law. The
ot her nentions is the preanble --
oh, | already said that. Gkay. So
the preanble of the Bill of Rights
refers to securing the rights and
limting government power rooted in
liberty.

As everyone knows, today
Is Mental Health Awareness Day and
everyone on Council knows that ny
rights are being violated because
of ny disability. | do have nental
i1l ness that has been stabilized
for 40 years and | need Council to
remenber that everyone in this
country has rights afforded to us
by the Constitution. You all know
ny rights are being denied and
sonet hi ng needs to be done about it

today. Thank you.
(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

M5. GLLIARD: H. MW
name is Esther Glliard al so known
as Ms. Blind Diva of 2022 for Life.
Thanks to Kendra Brooks for giving
nme a proclamation or citation in
2022 around this tinme. | represent
all of the blind and visually-

I npai red peopl e of Phil adel phia as
wel | as Pennsylvania. And | agree
to the resolution that was
presented from Kendra Brooks,
Council for Blindness Awareness
Weekend, Cctober 11th and 12th.

Oten times the blind
and visual ly-inpaired people are
not recogni zed for their hard work
and achi evenents that they do for
Phi | adel phi a and t hroughout the
tristate. | amalso known as the
Eagl es Bl i nd Queen because | am

wearing this green dress
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hi ghlighting that we are Eagl es
f ans.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Go Birds.

M5. G LLIARD: Also, |
want to highlight the Nationa
Federation of the Blind of
Pennsyl vani a, the Geater
Phi | adel phi a Chapter that are here
today as well as the Keystone
Chapter, the (inaudible) who are
al so under the Lions Gate -- Lions
Club as well as Liberty Resources
| ndependent Living as well as Not
My Eyes Foundation that | do
nodeling in New York Gty where |
receive First Runners Up M ss
Capabl e Curves and M ss Soci al
Medi a Diva 2025.

(Appl ause.)

MR G LLIARD: | want to
hi ghlight that my dear friend Eric

Col eman who was a di e hard Eagl es
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fan, that's why | wore this green,
to highlight that blind and
vi sual | y-i npai red peopl e do not get
the chance to celebrate their
sports and in solidarity because
there is no accessibility in these
ganes. But they are die-hard
Eagl es fans and Phillies fans,
76ers, Flyers, but they don't have
access to these sports arena.

So | charge Phil adel phi a
Council as well as the Phil adel phia
Eagles in all sports and recreation
to highlight and acknow edge these
bl i nd individuals for Blindness
Equal ity Achi evenent Month as your
Eagl es Blind Queen as well as ny
dear friend Eric Col eman, who was a
di e-hard Eagl es fan, who | oved the
Eagl es each and every day,
listening to the radio station even
t hough he was not able to go to the

gane personally. But he died in
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2023 wearing the Eagles green. He
was a die-hard Eagles fan.

So | want you to make
sure that you highlight and
recogni ze and nmake sure that you
are not ashaned of us because just
like the Phillies and Phil adel phia
Eagl es say they don't like us, they
don't like us, we don't care. Just
|i ke us blind fol ks, we don't care.
But God cares.

(Appl ause.)

M5. BRUNSON: Hel | o,
everyone. M nane is Christine
Brunson. |'mthe Founder and
Executive Director of Purple House
Project PA. We're a nonprofit
organi zati on that supports wonen
I npact ed by donestic violence and
I'"'malso a blind | eader and | just
wanted to say that | support this
resol ution. Thank you so nuch,

Counci | menber Brooks, for your
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conti nued support. W val ue and
appreciate you all. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Go Birds.

(Go Birds.)

MR. D OLI VEI RA:  Thank
you. All right. Good norning,
everybody. | also support this --
okay. Good norning. M nane is
Eugenio D diveira. | also support
this resolution and we really
appreci ate you acknow edgi ng blind
and vi sual |l y-inpaired people during
this nmonth. And for Council man
Curtis Jones, |'ma constituent of
your District, and it takes a | ot
of courage to say that you | ost 50%
of your eyesight because a | ot of
seniors who are losing their
eyesight really do not acknow edge
that they're losing their eyesight.

But ny question to --
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not ny question to you. But ny
advice to you is we are part of an
organi zation called the Nationa
Federation of the Blind, and what
we do is we advocate for
i ndependence for blind people. W
send blind people to college. A
| ot of our nenbers go to coll ege,
l'ive independently.

And for you, Council man
Curtis Jones, you say you |lost 50%
of your eyesight. So ny advice to
you is that you could seek out to
be nore i ndependent and we coul d
teach you conputer training so you
don't have to rely on other people.
And so, you could still do your job
properly and with dignity.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
nanmes for public comrent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Thi s concl udes today's
public comrent.

W will now consider the
bills and resolutions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar s.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250812.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution renam ng the 6300 bl ock
of Lansdowne Avenue as "Jayanna
Powel | Way" in tribute to the life
and | egacy of Jayanna Powel |, whose
menory continues to inspire efforts
for safer streets and protections
for children throughout
Phi | adel phi a and across the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore

Ri chardson for a notion regarding
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Resol uti on No. 250812 on behal f of
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of
Counci | mrember Jones, | nove the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250812 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it, the

nmotion carries. The resolution is
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adopt ed.

Wuld the Cerk please
read the title of Resol ution No.
250817.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
of 2806, 2903, 2907, 2913, 2917,
2919, 2925, 2937 and 2939 Cecil B
Moore Avenue | ocated in the 5th
Councilmanic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recognizes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson for a notion regarding
Resol uti on No. 250817 on behal f of
Counci | menber Jones and
Counci | mrenber Young.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.
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On behal f of Council man
Young, | nove the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
Resol uti on No. 250817 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor. The
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

Wuld the Cerk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250818.

CH EF CLERK: A

resol ution also nam ng the 1200
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bl ock of Crease Street as "' Bonn'
Bat aan \Way."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson for a notion regarding
Resol uti on No. 250818 on behal f of
Counci | menber Young.

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President.

On behal f of Council man
Young, | nove the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250818 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250823.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution renam ng the 1600 bl ock
of Ellsworth Street "Margaret. E.
Wal | ace Way" to honor Margar et
“"Mont Wal |l ace for her lifelong
dedi cation and service to the South
Phi | adel phi a comuni ty.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Bass for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 250823.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you, M. President.
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On your behalf, | nove
for the adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250823 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read any additional resolutions on
today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A

privileged resolution honoring and
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congratul ati ng G aduat e!
Phi | adel phia for 20 years of
supporting adult | earners,
transformng lives and
strengt hening the econom ¢ and
educational fabric of the city of
Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
Counci | man Philli ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Phillips for a notion
on the resolution.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w ||

signify by saying aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

Wuld the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng TeenSHARP for its
out st andi ng comm tnent to expandi ng
col | ege access, equity and
| eadershi p opportunities for Bl ack,
Latino and | owincome students
across the city of Phil adel phia and
beyond. Introduced by Council man
Philli ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes

Counci | menber Phillips for a notion
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on the resolution.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS: |
ent husi astically nove for the
adopti on of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

Wuld the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A

privileged resolution honoring and
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recogni zi ng Trust Factor
organi zation for its transformative
wor k in enpowering the youth of
Phi | adel phi a t hrough carpentry
training, life skills devel opnment
and enotional wellness support as
part of the children and youth
spotlight, which cel ebrates
comuni ty- based organi zati ons that
are shaping brighter futures for
young peopl e across the city.
I ntroduced by Council man Philli ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Phillips for a notion
on a resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
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properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

Wul d the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ating G eg E. Deavens,
Presi dent and CEO of | ndependence
Blue Cross for his visionary
| eadership and commtnent to
advanci ng equi tabl e health care.

I ntroduced by Councilwonman G | nore
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Ri char dson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber G I nore Richardson
for a notion on the resolution.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.

| enthusiastically nove
for the adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
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resolution is adopted.

Wuld the Cerk please
read the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Steven "Scooter" Fulton, Jr.'s
out st andi ng achi evenents and
contributions to the boxing
communi ty and hi s unwaveri ng
dedication to the city of
Phi | adel phia. [Introduced by
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Gauthier for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
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properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

Wuld the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution designating
Thur sday, Cctober 9, 2025 as
Children's Environnental Health Day
in the city of Phil adel phia, and
recogni zi ng the inportance of clean
air and water, safe food and
consumer products, healthy

environnents in a stable clinate to
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children's health and devel opnent.
I nt roduced by Counci | menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Gauthier for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

Wul d the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Friday Saturday Sunday, a
Phi | adel phia culinary gem
specializing in New Anerican
cui sine, for being ranked 16th on
North America's 50 Best Restaurants
List. Introduced by Council man
Thomas on behal f of Council
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber |saiah Thomas for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

| would |like to be noted

as an aye vote on all bills and
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resolutions that I m ght have
m ssed and | nove for the adoption
of this resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng

Kal aya, a Phil adel phia culinary gem
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speci al i zing i n Sout hern Thai
culture, cuisine and hospitality,
for being ranked 7th on North
Anerica's 50 Best Restaurants List.
I ntroduced by Council man Thonas on
behal f of Council President
Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recognizes
Counci | nrenber |saiah Thomas for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

On your behal f, | nove
for the adoption of the resolution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

Wul d the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Chef Chutatip Nok Sutaranon of
Kayal a Phi | adel phia for receiving
the North Anerica's Best Female
Chef Award 2025. Introduced by
Counci | man Thormas on behal f of
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber |saiah Thomas for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you agai n, Council President.

On your behalf, | nove
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for the adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

Wuld the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Royal Sushi & |zakaya, a
Phi | adel phia culinary gem

specializing in fresh omakase for
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bei ng ranked 32nd on North
Anerica's 50s Best Restaurants
List. Introduced by Council man
Thomas for Council President
Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber |saiah Thomas for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

On your behalf, | nove
for the adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
resol ution is adopt ed.

Council will be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Councilman JimHarrity,
woul d you like to be recognized?

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Council President, I'd like to be
mar ked aye on anything | m ssed
when | was out of the room Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: W I I be duly recorded.
Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authori zing

the Conmittee on Legislative
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Oversight to hold hearings to
determ ne the current state of
pl anni ng and readi ness for the
traffic fl ows caused by events and
visitors during the historic 250th
Anni versary cel ebration of the
United States and the many events
comng to town. |Introduced by
Counci | man Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Thomas for a notion
and a resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Thank you, Council President.

Traffic is al ready
crazy. So with that being said,
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Sorry, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  No, | was thinking about
t he arena.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

Does that nean I'm
experienci ng post-arena traum?

(Laughter.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Ckay. Would the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A

privileged resolution authori zing
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t he Phil adel phia Gty Council
Comm ttee on Legislative Oversight
to hold hearings considering how
Phi | adel phia wi Il handl e over half
a mllion extra visitors during
2026 and the feasibility of
all owi ng short termrental rule
hol i days, as other cities have done
around | arge scal e events.
I ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man | sai ah Thomas for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: I n
all seriousness, Council President,
| think this is an inportant
conversation that we need to have
for the residents of Phil adel phia.

And so with that being
said, | would |ike to nove for the
adopti on of the resolution, but I

would also |like to be recorded as
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an aye on all bills and resol utions
for the remai nder of session as |
have to tend to ot her Counci
busi ness. So again, | nove for the
adopti on of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Absolutely. It has been
noved and properly seconded t hat
the resol ution be adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted, and you
shall be recorded voting aye on al
bills and resol uti ons novi ng
f orwar d

WIl the Chief derk
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pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authori zing
the Committee on Public Safety to
hold a hearing to exam ne whet her
death by suicide for first
responders shoul d be consi dered as
occurring in the line of duty and
to explore nental health
initiatives ainmed at preventing
sui ci de and supporting the overal
wel | - being of first responders.

I ntroduced by Council nenber Jones
on behal f of Council President
Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Curtis Jones, Jr. for
a notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

On your behalf, | nove
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for the adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

Wuld the Oerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng the 8 Seconds Rodeo as

a cel ebration of Bl ack rodeo
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cul ture and advanci ng cul tural
tradition in the city of
Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jones for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

After Council at
2 o' clock, second floor Mayor's
chanbers, we wi |l be recogni zi ng
the 8 Seconds Rodeo, which is an
African Anmerican rodeo, along with
the UniverSoul G rcus, which will
al so be comng here. The Rodeo is
a one-tine show only on the 11th of
this nmonth in Jeffrey Young's
District dowm at the Liacouras
Center. And the other is across
the street fromthe Zoo, and

that'll be there for a nonth. W
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invite everybody down to wel cone
them but it's a great famly fun
time for everyone.

And with that, | nove
for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

Council wll be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Counci | nenber Kendra
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Br ooks, would you |like to be
recogni zed?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Yes. | wanted to be voted aye on
all bills and resolutions that I
m ssed when | stepped out for a
nonent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you. It shall be
recorded. Thank you very nuch,
Menber Brooks.

Wuld the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Oct ober 2025 as LGBTQ+ History
Month in the Gty of Phil adel phia,
and honoring the novenent for the
LGBTQ+ rights, providing visibility
for an often erased history and
rai sing awareness for the ongoing

fight for civil rights and
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equality. Introduced by
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Landau for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
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resolution is adopted.

Wuld the Chief Cerk

pl ease read the title of the next

resol uti on.

CH EF CLERK: A

privileged resolution recogni zi ng

Nat i onal Com ng Qut Day on Cctober

11, 2025 in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Landau.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber Rue Landau for a
notion on the resol ution.
COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the

resol uti on be adopt ed.

All those in favor w |
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signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

Wul d the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
Cctober 19, 2025 as National LGBT
Center Awareness Day in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a, and highlighting the
vital role of the LGBTQ+ conmunity
centers and serving as cruci al
lifelines and hubs for the LGBTQ+
comunity, fostering a sense of
bel ongi ng and conmunity advocati ng
for equal rights. Introduced by

Counci | renber Landau.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man Landau for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the Chief derk
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pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution declaring Red
Cctober in the Gty of Phil adel phia
and wi shing the 2025 Phi | adel phi a
Phillies luck in their postseason
pl ayoff race. |Introduced by
Counci | man Young on behal f of
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | think we need to do
t hese resolutions after we w n.

But the Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Majority Leader
Katherine Gl nore Richardson for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci
Presi dent.

On behal f of
Counci | renber Young, | nove the

adopti on of the resol ution.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

As a sidebar, | know
Menber Jones been around here for a
while. | think we stopped putting
the Flyers jerseys on top of
WIlliam Penn, right. Right,
Counci | menber Squill a?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
(I naudi bl e).
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  We won | ast night so
we'll see.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yeah,
pi ns and needl es.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Wl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
the week of Cctober 5 through 11th
as National Fire Prevention Wek in
the Gty of Phil adel phia.

I ntroduced by Council nenber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson for a notion on behalf
of Counci |l menber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci

Pr esi dent .
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On behal f of
Counci | mrenber Young, | nove the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng

t he Phil adel phia Police Depart nent
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for its success in hosting the
Cty's lInaugural Sumrer Ni ght
Li ghts programin North
Phi | adel phia's 22nd Poli ce
District. Introduced by Council man
Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson for a notion on behalf
of Counci | menber Young.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent .

On behal f of
Counci | mrenber Young, | nove the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

All those in favor w |
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signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

Wul d the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
Cct ober 12 as National Farners Day
in the Gty of Philadel phia and
cel ebrating the Gty Council's
efforts to secure urban farns and
comuni ty gardens for nei ghborhoods
across the Gty of Phil adel phi a.

I ntroduced by Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes

Counci | mrenber Brooks for a notion
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on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
resolution is adopted.

Council wll be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Dr. Anthony Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS: |
think I hit the button a little too
qui ckly.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  It's okay. Chair
recogni zes Council -- he's trying
to beat Curt, but that's a
different story. W didn't even
get there yet, but no problem The
process is the process.

The Chair recognizes the
Chief Cerk to read the next
resol uti on pl ease.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution celebrating
Watch Party PHL and the
Phi | adel phia Sisters for building
an inclusive and inspiring
community centered hub for wonen's
prof essi onal sports in

Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
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Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man Brooks for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
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resolution is adopted.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Oct ober 11 and 12, 2025 as
Bl i ndness Awar eness Wekend in the
City of Phil adel phia. Introduced
by Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Brooks for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

All those in favor w |
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signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

Wul d the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
remenberi ng Mahsa Amini on the
third anniversary of her death
under nysterious circunstances
while in Iranian custody, and
recogni zi ng the courage of those
fighting for wonen's rights and
human freedomin lIran, the Mddle
East and around the world.

I ntroduced by Councilman Harrity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zeS
Counci | renber JimHarrity for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution, Council President.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next

resol uti on.
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CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authori zing
the Conmittee on Transportation and
Public Uilities to hold hearings
to investigate SEPTA Regi onal
Rails, Silverliner 1V fleet.
I ntroduced by Councilman Driscoll.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Great job, Menber
Driscoll. The Chair recognizes
Council man Driscoll for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
M. President, | nove for the
adopti on of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

Wul d the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authorizing
the Conmttee on Conmerce and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent to hol d
heari ngs on the disposition policy
regarding the Polish American
Cul tural Center Museum | ocated at
308 Wal nut Street. |Introduced by
Counci |l man Squi I | a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes the
Counci | renber Mark Squilla for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: |
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nove for the adoption of
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

Wul d the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
the 125th anniversary of Corinthian

Bapti st Church of Germantown, a
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pillar of faith, service and
community. Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | nrenber Bass for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President,

| nmove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

Wul d the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Oct ober 2025 as a National Breast
Cancer Awareness Mnth and
pronoting the inportance of early
det ecti on and education in
Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
Counci | menber Ahnmad on behal f of
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Nina Ahmad for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution on your behalf.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
resol ution is adopted.

Wul d the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
Cct ober 2025 as Menopause Awar eness
Month in the Gty of Phil adel phi a,
to affirmthe inportance of ending
the stigma and cultural silence

surroundi ng nenopause and to
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acknow edge it as a natural
bi ol ogi cal process that
significantly inpacts the physical
and enotional well-being of many
i ndi viduals. Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Ahmad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Ahmad for a notion on
the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| ask for a | eave of
absence and bei ng recorded as
voting aye on all bills and
resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It shall be recorded.
Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
resolutions in nmy possession.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT

JOHNSON:  Are there any speeches on
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behal f of the Mnority? The Chair
recogni zes Counci | nenber Kendra
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

| want to thank the
nmenbers of Love Zion Baptist Church
for joining us today to speak about
Bl i ndness Awar eness Weekend in
Phi | adel phi a and today's hearing on
accessibility -- on Tuesday's
heari ng on accessibility standards
for major events of 2026, we heard
from many advocates that the needs
of people with disabilities are
often an afterthought and if they
are even considered at all.

Bl i ndness Awar eness \Wek
I's one part of that ongoing fight.
Qur city can do better to ensure
that everyone has access to public
spaces, public services and public

events. And | |look forward to

Page 251

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 09/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

10/ 9/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
wor ki ng on the reconmendati ons

we' ve heard at the hearing.

| also want to thank
urban farnmers who cane into Cty
Hal | today to speak about Nati onal
Farmers Day. | first started
wor ki ng with farmer advocates when
| learned that nmany of the City's
400 community gardens were at risk
of being sold as sheriff's sale.

In 2023, Cty Counci

i nvested public dollars to renove
the liens of dozens of parcels so
that they could be acquired by the
Land Bank. Now, many of those
parcels are securely in the Land
Bank. The final step is for
District Councilnenbers to help
facilitate the transfer to the
community farnmers. |'ml ooking
forward to working with nmany of you
on the final steps so that we can

protect these gardens for
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generations to cone.

And finally, I want to
invite everyone to ny Annua
W ngohocki ng Nei ghbors Day. This
year's W ngohocki ng Nei ghbors Day
wi Il be taking place on Saturday,
Oct ober 11th from 12:00 to
4:00 p.m and it wll take place
bet ween the 1500 and 1700 bl ocks of
W ngohocking Street in N cetown.
You can pre-register for the event
by going to ny Cty Council soci al
medi a pages and signi ng up.

However ,
pre-registration is not required
for attendance. W ngohocki ng
Nei ghbors Day started back in 2018.
After a string of shootings in ny
nei ghbor hood in Ni cetown, | got
together with sonme of ny nei ghbors
for a prayer circle and we deci ded
that in order to end the violence,

we needed nore resources and
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opportunities for our conmunity.

Thi s year our
inspiration is one of N cetowns's
bri ghtest stars, LGP Qua, known as
the Voice of the Youth. He was an
amazing artist who understood the
i nportance of community care. So
this year W ngohocki ng Nei ghbors
Day will be all about passing the
mc to the next generation of
artists and community | eaders in
honor of his | egacy.

This is a famly
friendly event and we're going to
have live nusic, food trucks and a
Pl aystreet for the children. The
Pl aystreet will have activities
fromthe city's Park and Recreation
Departnent and ganes for all ages.
W will also have inportant
resources at this event.

There will be health

screenings, representatives from
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I nsurance conpanies. W w | have
a crimnal record expansion clinic.
In total, there will be over 90
city and conmunity partners who
will be out on W ngahocki ng
Nei ghbors Day that Saturday norning
at noon. |I'mlooking forward to
seeing you all there and thank you
so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Any speeches on behal f
of -- one second. | got it. |
caught it. Thank you.

Counci | man Ni col as
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, Council President.

| want to start with
just a few notes of gratitude,
first, for the prayers and the
support fromreally what felt |ike
at times the whole city as it

related to the health of my son
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Augustine. So many of you reached
out through phone, text nessage,
gifts, what have you, just to share
your support for his health, and
that was really encouragi ng through
the course of ny parental |eave.

So I know this building
has a storied history of being
conbative. That just may be the
nature of representative denocracy.
So it nust be that. But in that
nmonment, your humane concern for the
health of my son neant the world to
ne. So thank you so, so nmuch for
your prayers.

Al so want to say thank
you to all the community nenbers,

t he organi zations and the nenbers
of the Council who cane out to ny
Second Annual Justice | npacted
Community Resource Fair | ast
Friday. The people's needs are

whol |y, as we say in our office,
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and it's an honor to serve
i ndi viduals and fam |ies whose
i ves have been warped by the
carceral system
Counci | renber Landau,
t hank you for com ng out to speak
about fair chance hiring and for
sendi ng your teamto provide
resources. Leader Brooks and
Leader Gl nore Richardson, | really
appreci ate representation from your
offices at the event, two years in
a row. Your teanms are anazi ng.
There were many fol ks at the fair
| ooki ng for enploynent who shared
that they're struggling to nmake
ends neet, and |'ve been hearing
that across the city which is why
' meager for today to | aunch the
Affordable Philly Now initiative.
The cost of living is
rising. W hear about it every

Counci | session and when we're out
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and about in the city. This
Council is not new to present
prograns that directly intervene in
the market to secure the needs of
our constituents.

Just for exanple, the
Honest ead Exenption that you,
Counci|l President, as well as you,
Leader G | nore Ri chardson, have
chanpi oned; the Basic Systens
Repair programthat is supported by
many in this body; the Philly Joy
Bank and Housi ng PHL+ are
guar ant eed-i ncone prograns, which
nost directly attack the cost of
l'iving.

Counci | renber Landau's
Move-in Affordability package
passed in the spring that hel ps
wi th exorbitant price of noving.
My Leader Kendra Brooks is to
tirelessly fight to uplift the wage

tax refund program and make sure
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that our workers are not overtaxed
on their checks.

And today |I'm | aunching
nmy Affordable Philly Now initiative
with a task force to study and
provi de recommendati ons on the cost
of living. And I'mready to
partner with Council nenber Ahmad in
our Commttee on the Creative
I nnovati ve Econony and all of ny
col | eagues to see what we can do to
bri ng those costs down.

But | know peopl e don't
want to wait for a task force. 1I'm
al so taking action today to
I ntroduce two new bills and
el evati ng another bill fromthe
spring to focus on transportati on,
on housing and our utilities. You
may renmenber | put forward the
Transit Access Fund during budget
season when the fate of our super

successful Zero Fare program was at

Page 259

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 09/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

10/ 9/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
risk. The charter change woul d
gi ve the program a per manent
fundi ng source to ensure 60, 000
| ow-i ncone Phi |l adel phi ans have
access to free SEPTA.

On housing today, |I'm
i ntroduci ng the Phil adel phia rent
refund to help eligible tenants who
are indirectly burdened by rising
property taxes, and unlike
homeowners, get zero local relief.
Thi s builds upon the Comonweal th's
popul ar rent rebate programfor
seni ors and people with
disabilities on fixed incone.

And on water, |'m
putting forward ny proposal that
we're calling W Own It, to protect
public water in Philadel phia.

Towns and cities have steadily been
privatizing their water systens
across the nation and the

Commonweal th and everywhere it's
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happened rates have skyrocket ed.

This proposal, if Philly
voters have the chance to approve
it in the ballot, would ban the
city fromselling off our water
departnent, which has been publicly
operated for over 200 years. It
will also keep our Phil adel phia
Wat er Departnent workforce a union
wor kforce. And | have to thank
Councilman Harrity for his support
on that measure as well.

Wth respect to ny
approach, I'mrunning nultiple
charter changes very nuch so on
pur pose. Look at our nation right
now. The anxi ety that people have
about their pockets and our
politics, | believe that people
need nore avenues to plug into
sonething, to fight for sone
tangi bl e, material change that they

can see in this nonment.
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It's crazy to say it,
but right now we need to ward
agai nst Trunp's direct federal
encroachnment. W' re already there.
It's very disturbing, but it's just
as inportant to fight how Trunpism
works to create nore econom c pain
and pressure in our comrunities.

To ny col | eagues, | want
to say, thank you. Thank you for
your support thus far. |'mexcited
to keep nmaking the case to you and
pl ease know that ny door is open to
each of you if there are ways that
we can work together to continue to
fight for a nore affordable Philly.

Wth that having been
said, | do want to ask Counci
President if | can |leave for the
rest of the speeches so | can get
out across the street so they can
kick off that grocery handout.

Pl ease cone over, y'all. W'IlIl be
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at LOVE Park to host the Affordable
Philly Now grocery giveaway from
1:00 to 3:00 p.m We'Il be out
there with nusic, groceries,
comunity groups. |'d love to see
you all there. Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

Any speeches on behal f
of the Majority? The Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber
Dr. Anthony Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President
Johnson.

| just want to be really
brief and say we have an incredible
event com ng up next Saturday of
bi ngo and breakfast for all of our
seniors in the 9th District. It's
an opportunity for all of our adult
citizens to get 30-plus resources.

There's going to be resources
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there. There's going to be
breakfast of course. There's going
to be bingo. There's be |line
dancing. It's going to be at
Finley Recreation Center from
9:00 aam to 12:00 p.m on
Sat urday, Cctober 18th. Findl ey
is located at 7701 Mansfield
Avenue.

| also just want to
briefly thank all of the
I ndi vi dual s who supported
Counci | man Thomas' and | event
Philly AfterSchool Hype. Thank
you, Council President Johnson, for
com ng the other week as well. W
are going to continue to hype up
that event. W had a good turnout.
W want to find a way to get nore
ki ds and parents involved in the
program And to all of our
sponsors, from TeenSHARP to Coca

Cola to IBEW so many different
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fol ks, we just want to say thank
you all so nmuch for all the work
t hat you' ve done.

And lastly, | just want
to say that TeenSHARP is here
today. |'ve done work with them
over the past years. They have
done trenendous work in hel ping
young peopl e becone | eaders, but
nost inportantly, go to college for
free and that's a hard feat to do.
It's a challenge, but it's a
science to it. And TeenSHARP has
mast ered hel ping African Anerican,
Lati no and | owi nconme students cone
go to college for free. And I'mso
proud of being associated with the
or gani zati on.

As | said earlier,

Ms. Deborah Yanez is here fromthe
organi zation. She's the parent
anbassador. W find ways to get

young peopl e's parents invol ved
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with college access in a deep and
meani ngful way and Atnre Alleyne,
the CEO of TeenSHARP. So | want to
say thank you for themand their
nment or shi p and support of young
peopl e t hroughout Phil adel phia and
we want to constantly find ways to
push t hem and support themat a
hi gher | evel because TeenSHARP is
definitely, for ne, the best
organi zation when it conmes to
col | ege access and success in the
city of Phil adel phia. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you. Thank you
very nuch, Council President.

| wanted to take this

opportunity to thank Chairnman
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Driscoll for the resolution that
was just referred to conmttee
regarding the Silverliner cars on
the Regional Rails for SEPTA |
just wanted to call everyone's
attention to and our ongoi ng
attention to the mass transit
crisis that we have in the city of
Phi | adel phia as we are preparing
for 2026.

And initially, | was not
goi ng to make renmarks today but
while we were in Council, at 12:45
| received a notification that al
Regional Rail 1ines have been
suspended due to power issues on
the lines and that riders should
seek alternative routes on the
SEPTA systemto get to and from
wor k, school and hone.

And | will tell you that
just yesterday ny sister was

| amenting that it took her two and
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a half hours to get hone from
downt own Phi | adel phia, from | eaving
work as a city enpl oyee picking up
her children from daycare and then
finally getting home. A 25-mnute
car ride is two and a half hours on
the bus systemright now. So
seeking an alternative route for
many i ndi vi dual s who are wor ki ng
and taking care of their young
people and just trying to get to
and fromwork is really untenable.

And even though she's on

the bus system and nmany ot her
riders on the bus system nany of
t he buses have been | ate or not
arriving on time. And so, it makes
connecting to the bus hard to get
to. And so, | know that our
CGeneral Manager Scott Sauer and
their team | just spoke with
Wendy, who's always here with us

every single week.
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So thank you, Wendy, for
just always being here and being
accessible. 1 know they're doing
all that they can in this extrene
ci rcunstance, but | just wanted to
call their attention to the fact
that not only do we need to prepare
for our visitors in 2026 but we
need to have a reliable systemfor
our residents and our workers here
in the city of Phil adel phi a.

And so, |'m | ooking
forward to the hearings that
Chairman Driscoll wll cal
regarding the resolution that was
referred to conmttee today. And I
just ask SEPTA to pl ease, please
ensure that while we're going
t hrough this tough fundi ng nonent
in the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
and the Gty of Phil adel phia, that
we pay special attention to

ensuring that our buses are running
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on tinme and that we're working with
all of the nenbers of the union to
ensure that they are able to get to
and fromtheir depot |ocations so
that they can service our
constituents across the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

So thank you very, very
much. |'mlooking forward to the
heari ngs.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President and
col | eagues and all Phil adel phi ans
wat chi ng.

Today' s wor k advanced
three sinple ideas: inclusion,
dignity and access. First, this
body recogni zed Cctober as Vision

Awar eness Mont h and honored the
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Over brook School for the Blind.
Since the 19th century, Overbrook
has hel ped generations of students
and adults' lives, live, learn and
wor k wi th i ndependence, pairing
wor | d-cl ass education with
i nnovation in accessibility and
assi stive technol ogy.

| want to thank the
Over brook community and everyone
across our city who i s naking
cl assroons, workpl aces and public
spaces nore inclusive for people
who are blind or visually-inpaired.
| particularly wanted to thank
Counci | mrenber Curtis Jones for
sharing his perspective today in
our presentation. |t was very
power f ul .

Second, we recogni ze
Menopause Awar eness Month.
Menopause and peri nenopause are

natural life transitions that too
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often cone with silence, stignma and
barriers to care, barriers that can
affect daily life and job security
by having this openly and ai m ng
this openly and encouragi ng
practical supports |like flexible
br eaks, breat habl e uni forns,

t enper at ure accommodati ons, we
affirma basic truth. Health and
dignity belong in every workpl ace.
|'"mgrateful to advocates,
clinicians, enployers and residents
who are hel pi ng Phil adel phia | ead
on this front.

Finally, we advanced
civic access. M Voter
Regi stration for Renters bill
unani nously reported out of
commttee with a favorabl e
reconmendati on, received first
reading today. It's a small but
signi fi cant conmonsense step with

bi g i npact, adding a voter
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registration link to the | ease
package so people can register or
update their address when they're
novi ng. Meeting residents where
they are strengthens our denocracy,
one household at a tine.

Taken t oget her, honoring
Over br ook, reduci ng nmenopause
stigma, using voter registration,
this is one agenda; a healthier,
nore inclusive and nore engaged
Phi | adel phia. | thank all ny
col | eagues, staff, partners and the
comuni ties that brought us here
today. | look forward to novi ng
this work forward and working wth
all of you.

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | mrenber Ci ndy Bass.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

And | really wanted to
start with Phil adel phia being a
boxing town. |'mso excited about
this com ng weekend. | want to
t hank our friends who joined us
today to tal k about the inportance
of boxing and its inpact, and al so
nmy col |l eague Gaut hier, who
menti oned her resolution related to
St ephen Fulton, and I'mreally
exci ted because we have our very
own Jaron Boots Ennis, who | want
to add, is fromthe 8th District
from Brickyard, versus sonebody
else. | don't know the other
per son.

But he's going to be
doing his thing down at the Xfinity
Center this comng Saturday. It's
going to be a lot of excitenent, a

| ot of fun, a |l ot of revenue
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generated for the Cty of
Phi | adel phia. And so, we want to
encourage folks to get your
tickets. You do not want to m ss
this. And there is no other boxing
town |i ke Philadel phia. So we want
to wi sh himgood | uck. Good | uck
i n advance to Boots Ennis. And we
know that he's going to do very,
very wel | Saturday evening.

| also wanted to nention
that I'mvery excited about our
i ntroductions today and we had
I ntroductions that touched pretty
much every part of the 8th
District, from expanding recreation
space in N cetown to aiding snmall
busi nesses in Germantown to grow ng
and supporting shopping centers in
Sonerville and al so getting started
with the renam ng of 21st and
CGodfrey after Rev. C L. Pryor of
Corinthian Baptist Church of
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Ger mant own, who was just a
phenonenal human being. W also
did a separate resol ution
recogni zi ng the 125th anniversary
of Corinthian Baptist Church. So
we're excited about all of the
wonderful activities and
cel ebrations that are going to be
happeni ng around Corinthian in the
com ng weeks to cone.

And al so, | just wanted
to make one | ast nmention that we
al so added a resolution today to
hel p ease the flow of traffic and
the novenent in North Phil adel phi a,
Li ppi ncott Stadium 22nd Street,
Panati Pl ayground area, all in the
Al | egheny west part of our
district. And finally, Go Birds.
We are | ooking forward to tonight's
gane.

Thank you,

M. President.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU
Thank you, Council President.

Today | was proud to
i ntroduce three resol utions
recogni zi ng i nportant events,

m | estones and cel ebrations for

Phi | adel phia's LGBTQ+ comunity
Nat i onal Com ng Qut Day, which
takes place this Saturday. It is
an annual cel ebration that
encourages LGBTQ+ individuals to
enbrace their authentic selves and
to further the fight for our
rights.

Each queer person's
com ng out story is unique,
personal and unfortunately
sonetimes m xed with heart break.

As Phil adel phia's first openly
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LEBTQ+ nenber of City Council, |
want to speak to anyone in
Phi | adel phi a who m ght be
struggling with their identity, who
m ght not be in a safe space where
they can conme out. You are not
al one and you are worth it.

In the past year, 520
anti-LGA&BTQ+ bills have been
I ntroduced into state | egislation
across the nation, with 220
specifically targeting the trans
and non-binary communities. | say
this not to additionally scare us,
but to rem nd everyone, including
nmy straight and ci sgender
col | eagues, why we are al ways
fighting to foster inclusivity and
solidarity with the LGBTQ+
communi ty in Phil adel phi a.

This leads to why |
i ntroduced ny ot her two

resolutions. The first recognizes
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Oct ober as LGBTQ+ History Month in
Phi | adel phia. Wile June m ght
feel like a non-stop cel ebration
and it is a fun time, COctober is
about remenbrance and comm tnent to
visibility. 1t's about honoring
our history and the often erased
stories of LGBTQ+ peopl e who have
shaped our city and our nation.
From t he annual rem nders outside
I ndependence Hall in the 1960s to
the first Gay Pride march in 1972
to the activists who fought to
decl assify honbsexuality as a
mental illness and to pass anti -
di scrimnation | aws, Phil adel phia
has al ways been at the forefront of
the LGBTQ+ rights novenent.

When our federal
governnment is threatening to erase
us and roll back our advances and
our rights, it's tine to make

hi story and stand up for our Philly
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famly. That's why we call it the
City of Brotherly Love, Sisterly
Affection and Sibling Solidarity.

| introduced a
resol uti on recogni zi ng Cct ober 19,
2025 as National LGBT Center
Awar eness Day. LGBTQ+ conmunity
centers are the heart of our
novenent. They are often the first
saf e spaces soneone turns to when
they are com ng out, seeking
support or looking for a place to
bel ong. These pl aces |ike
Phi | adel phia's WIliam Wy Center,
Attic Youth Center, GALAEI, Colours
and so many nore provide critical
services for nental health care and
| egal aid to cultural progranmm ng
and HI 'V prevention.

Yet despite serving over
2 mllion people annually, many of
these centers operate with m ni mal

staff and resources. Sone rely
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entirely on volunteers, and still
they show up for our community
every day. Today is an opportunity
to cel ebrate where we' ve been, what
we' re doing right now and how our
actions today will shape the future
of the LGBTQ+ community in
Phi | adel phia. Thank you to all who
are doing the work to protect
l'iving authentically, and
especially to ny friends who
provi ded public conment today.

Finally, I want to
address the viral NBC 10 vi deo
about the stranded Travel ers
Assi stance Program which |ike
prograns offered in many cities
around the country, provides
support to non-residents who find
t hensel ves stuck in Phil adel phi a.
The video highlights what many of
us already know, that we need a

coordinated cityw de strategy to
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addr ess honel essness by providing
per manent, affordable housing and
soci al services to those in need,
not just tenporary fixes to get
peopl e off the streets.

As a fornmer housing
attorney and lifelong civil rights
advocate, | know that we don't need
a band-aid on a nuch deeper wound,
a housing crisis that demands
sust ai ned i nvestnent, conpassion
and accountability.

And finally, just a
rem nder that the Tech Committee
wi |l be holding an Al hearing next
week. | encourage all ny
col | eagues and any staffers who are
interested in learning nore, to
cone out to Philly Camfor this as
we delve into how our nuni ci pal
governnent is approaching Al. |
plan to hold nore hearings around

t he broader opportunities and
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chal  enges of Al in the future,
i ncl udi ng one on data centers and
I nt ergovernnental partnership.
Thank you very nuch.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.
The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader Katherine G| nore
Ri chardson for a notion to adjourn.
COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President.
| nmove that Counci
stand adj ourned until Thursday,
Cct ober 16, 2025 at 10:00 a.m
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Counci
stand adj ourned until Thursday,
Oct ober 16, 25 at 10:00 a. m
Al in favor wll

signify by saying aye.

Page 283

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
10/ 09/ 2025

10/ 9/ 25 - STATED - ADJOURNVENT

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
notion carries. Thank you all very
much.

(Stated Meeting

adjourned at 1:35 p.m)
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