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5/ 13/ 24 - STATED - BILL 240059, ETC.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON: A quor um of
the coomittee is present, and this hearing is now
called to order. This is a public hearing of the
Comm ttee on Finance regarding resol ution nunber
240027 and Bills No. 240059 and 240376. Bill No.
240062 is being held. Prior to the clerk calling
of the title and reading the title of the bills
and resolutions, I'd |i ke to announce that due to
time constraints, we wll take a testinony at the
very beginning fromthree w tnesses.

And then we wll break and go into the
public neeting and then back into the public
hearing to take the remainder of the testinony.
Clerk, wll you please read the title of the
bills and resol utions?

THE CLERK: Resol ution nunber 240027, a
resol ution authorizing the Commttee on Fi nance
to investigate the operations and significant
overspending of the Ofice of Honel ess Services
under the previous admnistration, as well as
quality of service services provided in the
honel ess servi ces system

Bill No. 240059, an ordi nance anendi ng
title 19 of the Phil adel phia Code entitled

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee on Fi nance
05/ 13/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

5/13/24 - STATED - BILL 240059, ETC.
Fi nance, Taxes and Col |l ections by adding a new
chapter 194600 entitled Low I ncone Tax Provisions
providing for the refund or forgiveness of real
estate tax liability of certain | owincone
residents attributable to real estate tax
I ncreases and increases in the assessed val ue of
the taxpayers honestead under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bill No. 240376, an ordi nance
aut hori zing an increase in the non-el ectoral
I ndebt edness of the city wthin the Pennsyl vani a
constitutional limt authorizing the bond
commttee to sell bonds at public or private
negoti ated sale to provide funds toward vari ous
capital municipal purposes.

Providing for appropriations to the
sinking fund comm ssion for the paynents of such
bonds and aut hori zi ng agreenents to provide
credit or paynment or liquidity sources for the
bonds in connection with issuance of the bonds
and certain other actions, and rescinding the
aut hori zation set forth in Bill No. 230186-A,
approved Septenber 15th, 2023.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.
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5/13/24 - STATED - BILL 240059, ETC.
And before | call on the clerk to call the first
panel, 1'd like to recognize the presence of our
col | eague, Council nenber Jam e Gaut hier, who was
the sponsor of Bill No. 240059. Wuld any of ny
col | eagues |i ke to nmake any opening remarks? Any
of the commttee nenbers? Council menber
Gaut hi er, do you have openi ng remarks?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Thank you so
much, Madam Chair, and good afternoon, everyone.
Many thanks to Madam Chair and the finance
commttee for hearing Bill 240059, which
authorizes the city to create a new tax relief
program for honmeowners. | amunofficially
calling this the |lowinconme property tax freeze.

This is the first bill in a legislative
package |I'mworking on this spring that is
focused on defying the displacenent of our
wor ki ng cl ass bl ack and brown communities. No
matter where you | ook, the data points tell the
sanme story. Far too many Phil adel phi ans can no
| onger afford to live in Phil adel phi a.

The communities that endured redlining,
endur ed dei ndustrialization, and endured

di si nvest nent are now enduring gentrification,
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fuel ed by biased property assessnent practices
that make them nore vul nerable to specul ative
devel opnent .

This bill addresses one key financi al
pressure that | imagi ne every council office gets
a lot of calls about, property taxes. During the
| ast round of property assessnents, over 100, 000
homes saw their assessnents junp by at |east 50
percent. Al nost 31,000 assessnents increased by
at | east 100 percent, over 6,000 assessnents
i ncreased by at |east 200 percent, and 3, 500
assessnents increased by at | east 300 percent.
And we know from our budget hearings that another
round of reassessnent is scheduled for any day
Now.

W weren't able to pass this type of
bill before the |ast round of assessnents because
of the state's uniformty clause. But |ater that
year, Governor Wl f signed Act 58 into | aw, which
permts |ocal tax authorities to provide refunds
or forgiveness of real estate taxes for |ow
i nconme taxpayers. That's what Bill 240059 does.
It's the local legislation we need to make a new

| ow-i ncone tax freeze program enabl ed by the
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state a reality.

This wont zero out peoples tax bills,
but if we pass this bill before the next tax
year, eligible |owincome honeowners can freeze
their tax burden at previous |levels so that when
their property is reassessed, their tax bill wont
go up. | think this is especially tinely fresh
of f the heels of a study that shows OPA practices
led to a racial and economc bias in the 2023
assessnent, which led to a higher tax burden on
| ower and noderate i ncome honeowners.

We know anot her reassessnent i s com ng.
So if we don't do sonmething to try to help people
now, we're putting nore nulti-generational wealth
and famly stability at risk. By making sure our
needi est honmeowners can afford their tax bills,
we invest in their ability to remain in our
nei ghbor hoods where they can attend their |ocal
school s, steward our bl ocks and public spaces,
and reinforce their block's sense of conmmunity.
That's why this bill is so inportant.

| want to thank bill co-sponsors,
Majority Leader Gl nore R chardson, Mnority
Leader Brooks, Mnority Whip O Rourke,
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Counci | renber Landau, Council nenber Lozada, and
Counci | menber Squilla, and thank you again to the
finance comnmttee nenbers for considering ny
bill. | very nmuch |look forward to this
di scussi on. Thank you.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.
And thank you so nuch, Council menber Gaut hi er
for your work on Bill No. 240059. derk, wll
you please call the first panel we have to
testify first on Bill No. 240376.

THE CLERK: Tavare Brown.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON: Pl ease
approach the witness table. You can state your
name for the record and proceed wth your
testi nony.

And prior to taking the testinony of
Tavare Brown, | just wanted to thank the
Departnent of Finance and the adm nistration for
their work wwth us as the new chair of the
finance comnmttee and for giving us the tineline
relative to sone of the work that we wl|
continue to do together and being anenable to
working with us for the remainder of this

cal endar .
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So | just wanted to say thank you so
much to not only finance, but to the treasurer's
office for your work. Please state your nane,
Tavare Brown, for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

MR. BROMWN: How s everybody doing? |'m
Tavare Brown and I'l|l proceed with the testinony.
So good norning, Chair Glnore Richardson and
menbers of the finance conmittee. M nane is
Tavare Brown, deputy budget director for capital,
and |'"mjoined by Matt Bowran, deputy treasurer
and executive director of the sinking fund. |'m
here today to testify in support of Bill No.
240376, which was introduced on May 2nd, 2024.

The purpose of the bill is obtain
approval fromcity council to authorize an
I ncrease in non-el ectoral indebtedness of the
city wwthin the Pennsyl vania constitutional
limt. The |oan question requests an increase in
i ndebt edness and in the anmount not to exceed $227
mllion to fund the city's anended fiscal year
2024 capital budget that was signed into | aw on
May 1st, 2024.

Thi s request rescinds the authorization
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set forth in Bill No. 230186-A, approved
Sept enber 15th, 2023, as this new bill reflects
the updated | oan aut horization amount foll ow ng
anendnents nmade to the capital budget as part of
the spring transfer ordinance.

As of April 10th, 2024, the city's
| egal debt linmt was $16.257 billion and the
anount of debt applicable to that limt was 2.533
billion. As aresult, the city has a debt margin
of about 13.7 billion available. The FY24
capi tal budget for a new general obligation, or
&, if you look in the book, it's GO bonds is
approxi mately $217.95 milli on.

The proposed ordi nance includes the new
&0 | oan anmobunt plus an additional four percent
for cost of issuance. This brings the |oan
aut hori zation anmount to $227 million. This |oan
aut hori zation, if approved, would finance the
capital projects classified for the foll ow ng and
in the foll owm ng aggregate anounts, and there are
five essential categories.

So that's transit, streets and
sani tation, nunicipal buildings, parks,

recreations, and nuseuns, and the |ast category
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I's econom ¢ and conmunity developnent. ['l1 let
you go through the list of anpbunts, but you have
it inny witten testinony.

And | respectfully request that you
report Bill No. 240376 out of commttee with a
favorabl e recommendation. And | further request
the rules of council be suspended so as to permt
the first reading at the next session of council.
This concludes ny testinony, and |I'l|l be happy to
answer any questions Council mght have at this
tinme.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you
very, very nmuch for your testinony. And again, |
wanted to state for the record that ny office had
the opportunity to neet with the finance team
with the treasurer's teamregarding this FY24
| oan reaut horization, obviously, nost of which we
approved in the md-year transfer.

And so | do not have any additi onal
qguestions outside of the ones that | already
offered in the neeting. Do any of our coll eagues
on the finance comrittee have any questions?
Seei ng none, we thank you very nuch for your

testi nony.
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MR. BROWN: Thank you.

COUNCIL CHAIR RICHARDSON: WI I the
clerk please call the first panel we have to
testify on Bill No. 2400597

THE CLERK: Rob Dubow.

COUNCI L CHAIR RI CHARDSON:  As Rob
approaches the witness table, we thank you very
much for your attendance. You can state your
name for the record. Proceed with your
testi nony.

MR. DUBOW (Good afternoon, Chair
G I nore Richardson and nenbers of the comm ttee.
Rob Dubow. [|'mthe director of finance, and |I'm

here to testify on Bill 240059, which anends the
Phi | adel phi a Code and creates a new chapter, | ow
i nconme tax provisions. The new chapter
establishes a real estate tax relief program
designed to freeze real estate tax bills of |ow
I ncone honmeowners permanently, beginning in the
year 2025.

As council and the adm nistration
anticipate new real estate assessnents for FY25,
we recogni ze the need to | essen the tax burdens

on our nost vul nerable residents. That's why
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we've worked with city council in the past years
to inplenment an array of existing relief prograns
that lower real estate tax bills, protect seniors
and | ongtinme honmeowners, and keep famlies in

t heir hones.

Phi | adel phi a has sone of the strongest
honmeowner safeguards in the nation. W do have
sonme concerns about the proposed program
however, and we | ay out sone of those concerns
about inplenentation and enforcenent. And as
al ways, we bal ance the cost of prograns agai nst
other priorities, as well as other proposed
relief nmeasures within the five-year plan.

Qur estinmates, and we have an appendi x
to the testinony that shows these estimates,
suggest the proposed programmay result in tota
expendi tures of approximately 39 mllion to 94
mllion over the 5-year plan, depending on the
| evel of participation. That's roughly 17
mllion to 41 mllion for the city's general fund
and about 22 mllion to 53 mllion for the school
district.

Those figures reflect increases of real

estate market values as forecasted in the
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proposed five-year plan. Excuse ne.

Nonet hel ess, we | ook forward to working with
council to evaluate this and ot her proposed
proposals to protect honeowners from i ncreasing
mar ket values in the '25 to '29 plan. Thank you
for the opportunity to testify, and | wel cone
your questi ons.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.
Thank you so nmuch, Rob Dubow, for your testinony.
And t hank you for being anenable to working with
the sponsor of Bill No. 240059 regardi ng any
addi ti onal feedback that we have in seeking to
wor k together to ensure that we reach the end
goal. WII the clerk please recogni ze panel two?

THE CLERK: Jonat han Sgro.

MR DUBON Am | done?

COUNCI L CHAIR RICHARDSON: Are there
any questions for panel one? Seeing none, thank
you very, very nuch --

MR. DUBOW Thank you.

COUNCI L CHAIR RI CHARDSON: -- for your
testinony. We'll now proceed with panel two.
You can state your nane for the record and

proceed with your testinony.
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5/ 13/ 24 - STATED - BILL 240059, ETC.
MR. SGRO (Good afternoon, nenbers of
the coomittee. M nane is Jonathan Sgro. [I'ma

di vi si onal supervising attorney at Community
Legal Services.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON: Pl ease
proceed with your testinony.

MR. SGRO Sure. Thank you for the
opportunity to testify today. As | said, | ama
supervising attorney at Community Legal Services,
where | focus nmy practice on representing
Phi | adel phi a honeowners who are struggling to pay
their property taxes.

In 2023, the assessed value of a
Phi | adel phi a hone i ncreased by an average of 31
percent cityw de. But many honeowners,
especially those living in | owincone and
maj ority black and brown nei ghbor hoods, saw nuch
| ar ger increases, |eaving nmany residents worried
that they won't be able to live in their
nei ghbor hoods much | onger.

The O fice of Property Assessnment w ||
soon rel ease new assessed val ues for the 2025 tax
year, and we expect honmeowners to again see

significant increases in their assessnents, with
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those living in gentrifying nei ghborhoods
experiencing yet another round of sticker shock.

CLS is grateful to city council and the
adm nistration for the prograns it has created
over the years to hel p homeowners afford their
tax bills, including the honmestead exenption, the
senior freeze program and LOOP.

These are vital prograns, but none of
these prograns directly addresses the steady
increases in values that will continue for years
to cone and | eave many | ow i ncone honeowners at
ri sk of displacenent, specifically honeowners
living on fixed incomes and wor ki ng | ow wage
] obs.

The best way to avoid di spl acenent
caused by rising values is this | owincone tax
freeze program which woul d extend the
protections of the senior freeze programto al
| ow-i ncone honeowners, regardless of age.

To be clear, honeowners would still pay
their property taxes each year. The programis
sinply intended to protect the |owest incone
homeowners from unaffordabl e year-to-year

increases in their tax bills as val ues conti nue
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to rise.

This program would be a vital lifeline
to honmeowners who are not yet eligible for the
seni or freeze because they're under the age of
65, or honeowners who are not sufficiently
protected by LOOP, either because they haven't
lived in their honme for 10 years, or because the
LOOP anmpbunt is still unaffordable to them

To sone, an increased in a tax bill of
a few hundred dollars m ght not sound |ike much,
but many for many Phil adel phi a honeowners, even a
nodest increase can nean the difference between
paying their bills or losing their honme. Take,
for exanple, a client that | hel ped | ast year who
lives in Norris Square named Anna Marti nez.

Ms. Martinez couldn't be here today,
but she asked ne to share her story with you.

She purchased her hone in the md 2000s through a
governnment programfor first-tine honme buyers for
i ndi viduals with npdest incones. Since then, her
taxes have risen dramatically, including a 500
percent increase since 2014. From 2022 to 2023,
even wWth the honestead exenption, her tax bil

i ncreased by $1, 100 a year.
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Thi s caused her nonthly nortgage
paynment to increase by over $100 a nonth. M.
Martinez lives on Social Security disability
paynents of $1,500 a year. She now struggles to
make ends neet, and she lives in constant fear
that future tax increases are going to force her
fromher hone at a tine when rents are al so
skyr ocketi ng.

Passing this legislation has taken on
addi tional urgency in light of a report recently
rel eased by CLS in conjunction with the
rei nvestnent fund, finding evidence of systemc
racial bias in Philadel phia's property tax
assessnent system The report shows that
homeowners living in majority black, brown, and
| ow-i ncone nei ghbor hoods were nore likely to be
I naccurately assessed and nore likely to be over-
assessed.

G ven that problens with accuracy and
over - assessnent are concentrated in | owincone
nei ghborhoods, it is critical to target relief at
t hese honmeowners right now before the tax bills
continue to rise and becone even higher. As a

city, we take great pride in the fact that even
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those with | ow and noderate incones can realize
t he dream of hone ownershi p.

Every year, hundreds, if not thousands
of Phil adel phians inherit famly honmes that have
been in famlies for generations. W also invest
in first-tinme hone buyer prograns and repair
prograns intended to keep famlies in their
| ongtime hones. G ven our high rate of |ow
i ncone honme ownership, property tax policy is
af f ordabl e housi ng policy.

W need to ensure that these
Phi | adel phi ans can stay in their hones, which is
why CLS urges city council to pass this inportant
| egi slation. Thank you for your tine and for
your support. |'m happy to answer any questions
t hat you have.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.
And t hank you very, very nuch for your testinony
and for your work with so many in the community
who are facing rising property taxes. W wl|
now recess the public hearing on resol ution
nunmber 240027 and Bills No. 240059, 240062, and
240736 (sic) to go into a public neeting to

consider the action to be taken on these bills.
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Al the witnesses, we ask that you
pl ease stay because we will take your testinony
right after this. Cerk, wll you please cal
the roll to take attendance? Menbers that are in
attendance will please indicate that you are
present when your nanme is call ed.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber Ahmad.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | menber Jones.

MR, JONES: Present.

THE CLERK: Vice Chair Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Present.

THE CLERK: Chair Gl nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Present.

THE CLERK: And Counci | mrenber Thonmas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS: Present.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.
A quorum of the commttee is present. The chair
now recogni zes Counci | nrenber Bass for a notion on
Bill No. 240376.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you, Madam
Chair. | nove that Bill No. 240376 be reported
fromthis commttee with a favorable

recommendati on and nove further that the rul es of
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council be suspended to permt first readi ng of
this bill at the next session of council.
(Duly seconded.)

COUNCIL CHAIR RICHARDSON: It has been
noved and properly seconded that Bill No. 240376
be reported fromthis commttee with a favorable
reconmendati on and further nove that the rules of
counsel be suspended as to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of council. Al
those in favor will signify by stating aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L CHAIR RI CHARDSON: All those
opposed? The ayes have it, and the notion
carries. Bill No. 240376 will be reported from
this commttee with a favorabl e recommendati on
with request that the rules of council be

suspended to permt first reading at our next

session of council. The chair now recogni zes
Counci | renber Bass for a notion on Bill No.
240059.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you, Madam
Chair. | nove that Bill No. 240059 be reported
fromthis conmttee with a favorable

recommendati on and further nove that the rul es of
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council be suspended to permt first readi ng of
this bill at the next session of council.
(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L CHAIR RICHARDSON: It has been
noved and properly seconded that Bill No. 240059
be reported fromthis commttee with a favorable
reconmendati on and further nove that the rules of
counsel be suspended as to permt first reading
of this bill at the next session of council. Al
those in favor of the notion will signify by
stating aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L CHAIR RI CHARDSON: Those
opposed? The ayes have it, and the notion
carries. Bill No. 240059 will be reported from
this conmttee with a favorable recomendati on
with a request that the rules of council be
suspended as to permt first reading at the next
session of council. The chair also thanks
Counci | renber Jones for secondi ng both notions.

This will now concl ude the public
neeting of the Cormmttee on Finance, and we wl|
resune with the public hearing of the Commttee

on Finance. Thank you, coll eagues.
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COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank you.

COUNCIL CHAIR RICHARDSON: WI I the
clerk please call the next panel? Call the roll.
WIIl the clerk please call the roll again for the
publ i ¢ hearing?

THE CLERK: No.

COUNCI L CHAIR RI CHARDSON:  We can
proceed with the next panel for Bill No. 240059.

THE CLERK: Ira ol dstein.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON: Pl ease state
your nane for the record and proceed with your
testinony. Thank you.

MR. GOLDSTEIN. M nane is Ira
ol dst ei n.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON: Pl ease
proceed with your testinony. Thank you.

MR. GOLDSTEIN:. Thank you. Good
afternoon, council nenbers. M nane is Ira
ol dstein and I'm a senior advisor to the Policy
Sol utions G oup at Reinvestnent Fund. | am al so
co-author of the evaluation of the city's
property tax assessnents titled Exam ning
Accuracy, Uniformty, and Equity of
Phi | adel phia's 2023 Real Estate Assessnents.
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My col |l eagues and | were asked to
estimate the financial cost of Philadelphia Cty
Counci |l Bill 240059. Throughout the process, we
consulted with staff of Council nenber Gauthier's
office, as well as with nenbers of the city's
revenue departnent and the Center for Economc
Policy Analysis, co-author of our OPA study.

Estimating the inpact of this bill is
difficult because there is no direct
adm ni strative data on critical eligibility-
related criteria, notably incone and age. This
| eaves us with the census's Anerican Conmunity
Survey from 2018 to 2022. Phil adel phi a owner -
occupi ed househol ds were identified as eligible
for the freeze if the total personal incone of
househol der and spouse, if present, was bel ow the
PACENET limts.

Househol ds were elimnated if the head
or spouse was 65-plus years old. These
househol ds are al ready bei ng served by
Phi | adel phia's senior citizen real estate tax
freeze or senior freeze. The Tax Policy Center
at the Brookings Institution defines a tax

expendi ture as, and | quote, special provisions
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of the tax code, such as exclusions, deductions,
deferrals, credits, and tax rates that benefit
specific activities or groups of taxpayers.

In the case of this freeze, the
| egi sl ation involves the city foregoing taxes to
benefit very | owincone honeowners that
experience a rise in their taxes that could cause
themto lose their home or undergo financi al
difficulty because their property taxes becane
unaf f or dabl e.

To create conservative estimtes of the
financial inpact, and when | say conservative, |
nmean estimates that are greater than we expect,
we inflated the ACS reported incone by the
consuner price index, home values by the hone
price index, and taxes based on the recent rise.
W estimate that there are approxi mately 62, 000
househol ds that are owner-occupi ed, incone
el i gi ble, and where neither the househol der or
spouse i s 65-plus years ol d.

These househol ds have hones averagi ng
val ue of around 143,000 and report a typical
property tax paynent of $1,638. Taken together,

t hese eligible househol ds have real estate val ued
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at an estimated $12.3 billion with a tax of 172
mllion. 1f these househol ds experience a 2 and
a half percent rise in value, the tax will remain
172 mllion, while the taxes the city and schoo
district m ght otherw se expect would rise to
176.5 mllion.

Thus, if frozen, the city's tax
expenditure in the first year would be the
difference of $4.3 million in the first year of
the freeze. Using that sanme logic, if the
el i gi bl e househol ds experienced a 7 and a half
percent rise, the city's tax expenditure woul d
increase to 12.9 mllion.

These estimates are based on 100
per cent househol ds participating, but experience
with other city prograns suggests that that rate
is unlikely. |If the participation rate was |ike
the senior freeze, estimted at about 33 percent,
the tax expenditure for the 2.5 percent rise
would be a third, or 1.4 mllion in the first
year. At 7 and a half percent, the tax
expendi ture would be 4.3 mllion.

To put these anpbunts in perspective, we

exam ned public reports of other tax expenditures
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t hat benefit Phil adel phia honmeowners. For
exanpl e, as of 2021, the honestead exenpti on was
reported to be 140.8 mllion, the senior freeze,
5.76 mllion, LOOP, 23.6 mllion, and we estimte
the current 1 to 4 famly residential portion of
the new construction and rehab abat enent

expendi ture at over 70 mllion.

Lastly, we expect that while there wll
be beneficiaries of the freeze across the city,
based on ot her nei ghborhood | evel studies, we
expect that beneficiaries will be clustered in
parts of north and west Phil adel phia where
i ncone, household incones tend to be | ower.

G ven the participation challenge of
ot her prograns, having a keen sense of where
there are concentrations of eligible househol ds
will help the city target their education and
outreach effort for this freeze.

Qur analysis is not wthout
limtations. W don't know how t he honest ead
exenption or other honmeowner-focused prograns
will interact with the freeze. W also don't
know how nmuch val ues and assessnents will rise in

the future. Simlarly, we don't know how nuch
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incomes wWll rise, whether PACENET eligibility
thresholds wi Il change, and whether the city wll
review eligibility on sone periodic basis.

Lastly, there is a margin of error in
the ACS data, and over tinme, the situation of
Phi | adel phi a househol ds can change substantially.
But on bal ance, we believe that the estimtes of
t he nunmber of househol ds i npacted and the tax
expenditure born by the city and school district
are conservative estimtes. In other words, we
think that it overstates the cost, which likely
overstates the actual foregone taxes. Thank you.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.
Thank you very, very nuch for your testinony, and
we | ook forward to review ng the nunbers you
provi ded. The chair recogni zes Council nenber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  |'mgoing to try
to speak. | have lost ny voice. But just
globally, why is there a consistent problemwth
our assessnent? And |I'm asking you because
you' ve been around for so long as a reinvest nent
act. We know that there's targeted devel opnent

t hat skews everyt hing.
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Wy are we not able to drill down to
know exact val ues of all our houses, given the
outlier of one high |level investnent that was
made in one property, and how it skews everybody
el se? Wiy are we not technically able to do
this?

MR GOLDSTEIN. Well, | think if |
under stand your question, | think that there are
a couple different issues that inpact the quality
of the assessnents. Firstly, | think the
underlying data has issues. There's no doubt in
my mnd that some of the things that are used to
estimate the val ue based on the characteristics
of properties that sell are not universally high
quality indicators of what the situation of any
particular house is, and | think that presents a
pr obl em

| also think that there are sone
problens that are presented by the nature of the
way that the equations are created by the
assessors through the mass assessnent systens
that are used. And enbedded in that, we see that
there are these chall enges that we docunent. At

the same tine, | do think that there has been
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real inprovenent.
So we did a study a couple years
previ ously, and between the two points in tine,
there is definite evidence of inprovenent, and
there is definite evidence of willingness on the
part of OPA to nake them better.
So while there are still problens, and

we think it's data problens, we think there are
procedure problens, there nay be sone statistical
problens to address, | do think that progress has
been made and we are getting better. And |'l]
say that we've had an opportunity to | ook at the
data in other communities, even around
Pennsyl vani a.

And ours, in sone ways, are better
because they are done nuch nore routinely. 1In
Pittsburgh, for exanple, they haven't done a
reassessnent in 12 years. That causes shocks
that are way nore severe, oftentines, than people
I n Phil adel phia confront. | know that's only a
partial answer.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD: | ' m j ust
interested in how di saggregated the data is,

i nstead of this mass | unping together and do our
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-- this is a very technical question. Are we
able to be fine-tuned in how we are doing the
assessnent and not taking an overall picture
based on one thing and taking a whol e gl obal
picture there?

But instead of drilling down and al nost
doi ng an assessnent, particularly where there
have been sudden reinvestnents and investnents in
an area that has been under-invested for a |ong
time. We know that. Can we overlap that data
with this data to say we woul d expect a sudden
shift here, because there has been a recent
investnent in a traditionally underinvest nent
area? So we should build that into our
equati ons.

MR GOLDSTEIN. And | think that is
definitely doable. The data that is used is very
di saggregated. It is down to the property. So
the ability to do what you're suggesting is
definitely there, and expl ore and exam ne the
degree to which it produces better assessnents.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD: Thank you. Thank
you, Madam Chai r.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.
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Thank you very nuch, Council nenber Ahnmad, and
t hank you very, very nuch, Dr. CGoldstein, for
your testinony and for being here. W | ook
forward to readi ng your testinony and | ooking at
the estimtes that you have provided. The chair
now recogni zes the clerk for panel nunber three.

THE CLERK: Angel a Thomas, Jessica
Br eeden.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  You can
pl ease approach the witness table and state your
nanmes for the record, and you can proceed with
your testinony. Please state your nane for the
record and proceed with your testinony.

M5. THOVAS: My nane is Angel a Thonas.
Pl ease bear wwith ne. This is --

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Ma' am
pl ease pull the mc forward. Thank you very,
very much

M5. THOVAS: Welcone. This is
enotional for ne. Good afternoon, nenbers of the
commttee. Again, ny nane is Angela Thomas. |'m
here today to ask you to vote for | owincone tax
freeze bill to help honeowners like ne. | live

at 1614 Montrose Street in Philadel phia. | |ived
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on Montrose Street since | bought nmy house in
1996 with ny husband, Tinothy Thonas.

I was a honemaker, and ny husband, Tim
wor ked as speci al education teacher in
Phi | adel phia for decades, al nbst 25 years. W
al ways paid our property taxes -- thank you --
each year. But then Timdied unexpectedly in
2021 during the pandenic.

We had been married for 30 years. |
hadn't worked outside ny hone in years. Soci al
Security said | was too young to receive ny
husband' s benefits until | turn 62. 1'm56. |'m
wor ki ng now for different delivery conpani es,
delivering food. M incone went from6 figures
to less than $600 a month. So I'mstill really
shock that my husband is not here. W were the
sanme age. W were vegans. W ate very healthy.
Wth | ess $600 a month, I'm --

Speaker A I'mnot eligible for the
seni or freeze.

M5. THOVMAS: -- I'mnot eligible for
the senior freeze.

Speaker A: Monty WIlson told ne you

could hel p ne save ny hone.
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COUNCI L CHAIR RI CHARDSON: M | awyer,
Monty W1lson, is helping nme stay in ny house --

Speaker A: But |I'mnot eligible for
the LOOP program

M5. THOMAS: But I'mnot eligible for
the LOOP program

Speaker A:  The LOOP program

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON: Ma' ant?

M5. THOVAS: Yes.

COUNCI L CHAIR RI CHARDSON: My heart
breaks for you, and I'mso sorry for your |oss of
your husband. And if you can't finish, we have
your witten testinony that we can revi ew and
submt for the record.

But we certainly understand what you
are conveyi ng. Because of your age, you are not
eligible for a nunber of prograns with the
unexpected | oss of your bel oved husband, who gave
so nmuch to the city of Philadel phia and to our
young people in the school district.

W are so sorry for your loss. As a
wi fe and a nom and as a daughter of parents who
have gone on to glory, ny heart goes out to you.

And you have the |ove of this council commttee,
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and we thank you for even being here, seeking to
convey how difficult it is to traverse after the
| oss of a loved one. And so thank you very, very
much.

M5. THOMAS: Thank you.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Yes, nm'am
Chair now recogni zes Counci |l mrenber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHIER: | just also
wanted to thank you for com ng here to speak
about sonething so difficult, so visibly and
viscerally difficult. And I'mreally sorry that
you've had to struggle in this way. But | do
hope that you know that shining a |ight on what
happened to you and your bravery, hopefully can
hel p many ot her honeowners in our city who have
either fallen on a very hard circunstance or who
just are struggling every day to nake ends neet.

So thank you, thank you, thank you, and
l'mso sorry.

M5. THOVAS: Thank you.

COUNCI L CHAIR RICHARDSON: W& will now
recogni ze Jessica Breeden. If you could state
your nane for the record and proceed with your

testi nony.
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M5. BREEDEN. M nane is Jessica
Breeden, and here's ny testinony. Good
afternoon, nenbers of the commttee. M nane is
Jessica Breeden. | amhere today to ask you to
vote for the lowinconme tax freeze bill to help
honmeowners |i ke ne.

| would like to thank this commttee
for considering this inportant bill, and | would
especially like to thank -- this is a lot. |
bought my honme in 2020 at 196. It was over-
assessed over at 517. M nortgage went up $800.
There's been tinmes | canme hone, the lights is
off, and this is sad. So bills like this need to
be passed to hel p regul ar peopl e.

| conme fromdrug-addicted parents. [|'m
fighting to keep ny house. It's alot. This
year has been tough for nme. And |'msorry, |

can't really read all this, but it's alot. |

don't qualify for LOOP. |'m nowhere near a
senior. So right now, |'m speaking from ny
heart. | was just crying the last 20 m nutes

trying to keep nyself together before | even cane
up here. It's really a lot.

I"'mnot sure if | can really finish
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this, because | feel her. | feel a lot of
people. Kate has been helping ne with the
services, and it's just been a |l ot of us com ng
to court, doing these appeals, fighting to get
the property taxes down. |It's been a lot. It's
been tiring, taking off of work. |It's a lot.
You barely can afford it.

Over $800 a nmonth is a lot. It's a
lot. It is. | think I"'mdone with ny testinony.
' msorry.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  No, pl ease
do not apologize. W are just very glad that you
are here to share your story, but sorry under
t hese circunstances. And |'m thankful for you
fighting and trying to keep your hone and
preservi ng hone ownership. And | just wanted to
t hank Community Legal Services for working with
both Ms. Thomas and Ms. Breeden to help them
mai ntain their hones.

This is why we do the work that we do.
This is why we're here to help folks |ike you al
across the city of Phil adel phia who are facing
hard tinmes. And just |ike you, we all have gone

through simlar circunstances, and our heart
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really does go out to you, and it's the reason
why | was glad to co-sponsor the | egislation

of fered by ny col | eague, Council nenber Gaut hier,
to really help those who are facing hard tines
mai ntain and preserve honeownership, which is a
way to create generational wealth for that next
generati on.

You tal ked about generations. And so |
wanted to just recogni ze Counci |l nenber Gaut hi er,
and then we will proceed. And we do have your
witten testinmony for the record that we wl|l
submt for the records for nenbers to review

kay?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHIER: | wanted to
just, again, thank both of you. | know that it
was hard for you to be here today. | can tell.

And | realize how nuch trauma that you've gone
t hrough in each of your situations, but | still
think that it was really inportant, and thank
you, because you're telling your story, but it's
about thousands and thousands of wonen and peopl e
who are in the sane situation

And it's also inportant to nme to work

on these types of policies because nost of the
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housi ng policies that | work on inpact wonen who
| ook just like me. Right?

M5. BREEDEN: Yes.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: And so | just
want to thank you so nmuch for being here, even
though it was hard. And you're really brave, and
it was really inportant --

M5. BREEDEN: Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHIER: -- for you to
do this for everybody, so that we can end the
type of injustices that have been happening. So
t hank you.

M5. BREEDEN:. Thank you.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.
Any addi tional questions or comments fromthe
commttee? Seeing none, again, we thank you
very, very nmuch. Council nenber Thomas, good?

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS: Thank you.

M5. THOVAS: Thank you.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you
very, very much.

M5. BREEDEN. G ve nme a hug, maybe.

COUNCIL CHAIR RICHARDSON: W will now
proceed with public comment on Bill No. 240059.
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| ask the clerk, if you could just call those who
are here for public coment on 240059. |[If you
have witten testinony, | ask that you submt
that for the record and summari ze your testinony.

THE CLERK: Abraham Pardo and Chri stine
DeJesus.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Good
afternoon. How are you? State your nane for the
record and proceed with your testinony.

M5. DEJESUS:. Good afternoon.

Christine DeJesus.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON: Pl ease
pr oceed.

M5. DEJESUS: Yes, ny nane is Christine
DeJesus, and | am a NAC coordi nator for the
Frankford Community Devel opnment Corporation. |
am here today to speak to you on the inportance
of the approval for Bill 240059 that would freeze
property tax for |owincone honmeowners.

As a NAC coordi nator since 2013, | have
personally wi tnessed the need for a freeze on
property taxes for |owincome residents.
According to Pew Charitable Trust, anong the nost

popul ous cities, none has a higher percentage of
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cost - burdened households with | ow i ncones than
Phi | adel phia. 69 percent of the cost-burdened
resi dents have i nconmes bel ow $30, 000 a year.

As part of our job as a NAC coordi nator
Is to do honme visits to those residents who are
i n danger of losing their hone to either back
nort gage or back property taxes. In Frankford,
from January 2023 to present, we have serviced
132 hones, providing vital information and
resources so they can retain their hones.

This nunber only reflects Frankford's
section of Phil adel phia and does not reflect the
entire city of Philadelphia. Wth the rise of
recent property assessnents, utilities, and
merely the cost of living, it is difficult to
make ends neet, especially to those who are on
fixed incomes and are | owincone residents.

It is our job as Phil adel phians to
ensure the retention of hones to those who are
nost vul nerable. This is not a handout, but a
hand up to those who need it the nost. Thank
you.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.

Thank you very, very much for your testinony.
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Abr aham pl ease state your nane for the record
and proceed with the summari zed version of your
testi nony.

MR. PARDO. Yes. Hi. Good afternoon.
Abr aham Reyes Pardo. |'mthe VP of housing and
di versi on services at the Urban League of
Phi | adel phia. The Urban League of Phil adel phia
is a nmulti-generational civil rights and soci al
justice organi zation founded in 1917. |'mhere
to support Bill No. 240059, which could be an
ordinance to anend Title 19 of the Phil adel phi a
Code entitled Finances, Taxes, and Col |l ecti ons.

Phi | adel phia's poverty rate is
I nproving, but it remains the poorest big city in
Anerica. Many of us in this roomcontinue to
wor k toward nmaki ng that change happen. Publi c,
private, and nonprofit sector doing their part.
But as we continue to | earn, change takes tine.

The reality is that Philadel phia's
geographic location and resources are privileged,
as proven by the continuous influx of economc
refugees comng to find a safe space, in nany
cases to achi eve the sustainabl e honmeownership

they couldn't find outside of the city of
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brotherly | ove.

Bad actors have taken notice as well,
as we continue to see a specul ative and predatory
tactics to drive long-termresidents out of their
homes. One of the nost recent exanples being the
tactics used by MV Realty to convince |ong-term
residents of splitting their equity in the event
they sold their hone.

These famlies were convinced to
relinquish their generational wealth, thousands
of dollars in exchange for a $500 paynment. And
sonme of this has to do wth the long tradition of
Phi | adel phia as a hone ownership place. Wenever
peopl e bring up the argunent about affordability,
| always like to rem nd them of the differences
bet ween Phi | adel phia and places |ike California,
New Yor k, Boston.

Peopl e in Phil adel phia can still
benefit froma naturally occurring affordable
housing that the city offers, which can be
sustained over tine if we all do our part to
support these famlies. WMny of the thousands of
I ndi vidual s served through our first tinme hone

buyers program have the intention to age in place
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because that is a conmon phenonenon in Philly.
Their investnment and conmtnents to the

nei ghbor hoods will grow over tine, in nmany cases
out pacing their financial resources.

From a data perspective, since
Phi | adel phia's area nedi an i ncone data is m xed
with the information collected from surroundi ng
counties, the picture tends to be nore
optimstic. However, | know sone group, and
knowi ng that some groups are working to shift the
par adi gm around AM col |l ection, anecdotally, we
can tell you that many of the famlies have
i ncones or many of those famlies have incone
situated bel ow the $10,000 mark, a situation that
can be worse dependi ng on the nei ghborhood.

Asi de from our support, the only thing
sonme of these famlies have on their side is the
val ue of an asset they're holding onto. They
know t he nost affordable housing is the one
they're already living in. Thank you.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.
Thank you very, very much for your testinony and
for the great work of the Urban League of

Phi | adel phia and the work that you all are doing
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to help those access hone ownership and maintain
quality housing. So | just wanted to say thank
you. And as a point of personal privilege, I
have to share, and Abraham knows this, that | was
able to go through first tinme hone buyer
education with the U ban League of Phil adel phi a.

| think that was in 2006 or '07 now.
So thank you all so very, very nuch for your
great work. WII| the clerk please proceed with
calling the additional w tnesses we have for
public coment for Bill No. 240059? You can cal
all four so that they're ready to proceed.

THE CLERK: Andy Toy, Kenneth Bi gos,
Jani ce Berrian, Louis Baum and D ane Judson.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Excel | ent .
Andy, you can state your nane for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

MR. TOY: Sure. Good afternoon,
Chai rperson G | nore Richardson and city counci
finance nenbers. Not sure who's still here. M
nane is Andy Toy and | amthe policy director for
t he Phil adel phia Associ ation of Community
Devel opnent Cor porations, or PACDC, and

representing about 60 CDC nenbers across the
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city.

Thank you for the opportunity to
testify before the finance commttee in favor of
Bill 240059, allow ng for freeze on property
taxes for | owincome honmeowners as determ ned by
state | evel set for PACENET.

Thr oughout our 30-plus year history,
PACDC has consistently supported neasures to
protect | owincone residents fromdisplacenent.
Qur advocacy has been based on a nunber of
I nportant factors. First, the stability of our
nei ghborhoods is critical for ensuring an
equi t abl e Phi | adel phia and a good quality of life
for residents.

No residents should be forced to give
up their hone because of rising property tax
assessnents, and particularly in gentrifying
nei ghbor hood comuniti es where these |ongtine
resi dents have been nei ghborhood stewards during
decades of disinvestnent. W also know that the
burden of increasing property taxes falls
di sproportionately on black and Latino
househol ds, who represent a | arge nunber of | ow

i ncone homeowners.
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Additionally, as we've heard, a recent
rei nvest nent study, fund study shows a
concerningly strong correlation between race and
I naccur ate assessnents that nei ghborhoods with
| ar ger shares of black and brown residents and
| ow-i ncone residents are nore likely to be
I naccurately assessed and over-assessed than
ot hers, even while they are less able to absorb
t he added cost.

According to the reinvestnent funds
data analysis, up to 62,000 honmes may be eligible
to apply, with a potential $4.5 nmillion in relief
in the first year alone if we assune an
application rate simlar to the senior tax
freeze. These outcones align closely with the
goal s of our PACDC s equitable devel opment policy
pl atform of preventing di splacenent, preserving
bl ack and brown hone ownership, and protecting
what is often the nost affordable hone a famly
can have, as we've heard, the one they're already
i n.

That being said, we also know that it
is unlikely that all of those eligible for this

programw || be able to apply and receive the
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benefits. The byzantine nature of the city's
property tax relief system makes determ ning the
appropriate program or prograns to apply for
unnecessarily conplicated.

We | ook forward to working with city
council and the adm nistration to nodernize our
system of property tax relief to create one that
is equitable, easy to use, and works for all
el i gi bl e homeowners so that no famly goes
wi t hout the benefits they deserve. Again, we are
excited to support Bill No. 240059. Thank you
Counci | mrenber Gaut hier, and thank you for the
opportunity to testify.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.
Thank you so nmuch for your public comment.

Pl ease state your nane for the record and proceed
wi th your testinony.

MR. BIGOS: Yes. Ken Bigos, executive
di rector of the Affordable Housing Centers of
Pennsyl vani a. Good afternoon, Council person
G I nore Richardson, and thank you for allow ng ne
to make ny testinony today.

|"mhere to express ny support for

| egi sl ation which permits the freezing of real
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estate taxes for |owinconme honmeowners. Such
| egi slation will provide support for these
househol ds t o have stabl e housi ng paynents that
will and will not have them worry about the
threat of gentrification and devel opnent that
results in escalating property taxes.

For many | owinconme honeowners, their
home is the nost affordable place they have.
Phi | adel phi ans see their hone as building a
| egacy which can be passed down to future
generations. Sone have an adult child who is
di sabl ed and feel that they | eaving the hone to
himor her is necessary. Their limted incone
makes it difficult for themto nake ends neet.

Stability in their real estate tax
paynents is inportant as their condition
prohibits themto earn additional inconme. 1In the
| ast five years, there have been various areas
t hr oughout Phi | adel phia that have seen their
property tax escalate rapidly, making it
unaffordable for a | owinconme honmeowner to
continue to live there.

For exanple, the 3,000 bl ock of

Capstreet in Brewerytown had their assessed val ue
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of their real estate taxes increase by 900
per cent between 2018 and 2019. The updates in
their assessnents have given househol d homeowners
sticker shock when they receive their real estate
tax bill or when they receive their escrow
adjustnment for their nortgage conpany.

| request that the nenbers of city
council extend a statenent for the honeowners
t hroughout the city eligible for protection under
this bill, committing to not price themout. In
addition, the cost to care for themthrough the
O fice of Housing, our support of housing wll
far exceed the additional tax revenue you wish to
obt ai n.

The city needs tax support, basic
servi ces of governnent, but there's a limt on
how nmuch you can ask for those of nobdest neans to
contribute. | find such legislation as being
smart, effective, and a conpassi onate policy.
Thank you again for allowing nme to present ny
testi nony today.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
and thank you very, very nuch for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane for the record and proceed
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wi th your testinony.
MS. JUDSON: Good afternoon. "' m D ane

Judson. |1'ma sem -retired bartender and have
lived nost of nmy adult life in University City.
In 2006, | purchased ny house froma comrunity
devel opnment organi zation for $75,000. The 15-
hone devel opnent was planned for | ow and
noder at e-i ncone buyers and had a 15-year
restriction on the deed, requiring that sal es be
to other inconme-qualified purchasers.

The devel opnent consists of 1 single
story handi capped unit and 14 5-room franme tw ns,
some with different lot sizes. Three of those
houses were sold at the height of the real estate
market. |In 2022, ny house was val ued at
$135,400. In 2023, that sanme 5-roomfrane tw n
was reval ued at $506, 100. It never occurred to
me that there could be a 5-room franme house worth
half a mllion dollars.

Nevert hel ess, | appeal ed that val uation
and expl ained that ny house was in its original
condition, while the houses that were sold had an
addi tional bathroom a finished basenment, a new

kitchen, and new carpeting. The greatest sale
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price was $401, 000. After mny appeal, the
assessnment was reduced to $380,000, still 2.8
times the prior year's val uation.

It would result in a tax rate of $5, 319

this year. |I'mfortunate to have a senior freeze
on ny tax rate. Wthout it, | could not afford
to remain in ny hone. | shared the experience of

nmy appeal with my nei ghbors, hoping to assi st
themw th their own appeals. M younger

nei ghbors have had to nmanage wi t hout the freeze.
It can't be the intention to tax | ow and
noder at e-i ncone buyers out of the hones they' ve
settled in, and yet this could be the result of
such an increase.

Many of ny nei ghbors struggled with
this. As | say, I'mfortunate to have the senior
freeze. There are folks with three generations
in their homes and small children. There are
people who will soon retire to | ower incones.
It's ny hope that sonehow the | egislation you're
considering could be backdated to the tine when
Governor Wl f signed the state legislation. That
woul d help the folks in nmy inmediate

nei ghbor hood.
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I"'mglad to be able to help anyone in
Phi | adel phi a who needs to be covered by the
freeze you're considering, but there's not
additional help in this legislation for ny
nei ghbors, and |I'm concerned about that.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.
| thank you very much for your testinony.
Counci | mrenber Gaut hi er?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER° Thank you for
sharing your story. | realize that the bill is
not a cure all. 1'mnot even sure if it was
possible at all to go back to backdate it. And
so nmy efforts have been focused on maki ng sure
that that doesn't happen again, but definitely
willing to explain if there are other ways to
hel p homeowners who are still struggling fromthe
2022 assessnents.

M5. JUDSON. W bought our houses at
$75,000. Half a mlIlion dollars?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER° To be honest
with you, | don't even understand why our nodel
woul d i ncl ude houses that people can't sell. You
cannot, if you're restricted.

M5. JUDSON. The 15-year restriction
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has expi red.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Ckay, |
under st and.

M5. JUDSON: And that's why soneone
actual ly purchased her house for $400,000. Were
t hey got 500,000 plus, | don't know, but none of
us was budgeting for anything |ike that.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: | under st and
that. Happy to keep chipping away at this issue
and acknow edge that any bill is going to have
limtations. This one is forward-facing. But |
definitely appreciate you sharing your story, and
If there's any way we can connect offline to see
iIf there are ways that ny office or others on
council can hel p your neighbors, we're definitely
willing to do that.

And one thing conmes to mnd. |[|'ve been
dealing with the sane issue in nmy district,
hearing from specific bl ocks where the
assessnents were just really off, and OPA did --
| asked OPA to be present at sone of these bl ock
neeti ngs, because nei ghbors requested not to just
have this one on one engagenent, but if a whole

bl ock is experiencing the sane thing, people have
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asked to talk to OPA directly.

And they did say that they were willing
to do that type of engagenent. So if that's
sonet hing that you want to tal k about offline,
I'd be happy to facilitate that with you and your
nei ghbor s.

M5. JUDSON: Yeah. Wen | heard about
this hearing, | wote to ny nei ghbors and
di stributed the information and got a | ot of
positive response and encouragenent to keep
wor king on this. So yeah, | believe that ny
nei ghbors would like to participate in sonething
l'i ke that.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHIER: Great. And |
have staff here, so I'l|l ask that Andrew get your
contact information, and we can tal k about
setting sonething like that up with your district
counci|l nmenber present as well. But |I'msure
he'd be fine with it.

M5. JUDSON: You are ny district
counci | .

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Ch, | thought
you said Brewerytown, did you not?

M5. JUDSON: Oh, University City.
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COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Ch, well, then
perfect. Let's work on that together. Thank you
so much for your conment today.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.

I thank you so nuch, Council nenber Gaut hier.
Pl ease state your nane for the record and proceed
wi th your testinony.

MR BAUM Yes. Good afternoon. |I'm
Louis Baum and |I'ma 40-plus year resident in
West Phi | adel phia and a nenber of the 46 Ward
Denocratic Commttee, RCO. |'m speaking for
nmysel f today.

| support our citizens who have worked
to build our existing communities while paying
nort gages and taxes. They have a right to expect
that our systemw || not suddenly and
deli berately upend their lives after all the
i nvest nents they have nade.

The bill before you nay soneday be
hel pful to sone | ow i ncone honeowners. However -
- therefore, I"'msorry, therefore, | support it.
But we nust be clear to ourselves and our
constituents that the job is not done by any

means. I n nost respects, it hasn't even started.
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Way? Most critically, the bill doesn't apply to
earlier increases and so doesn't hel p people
af fected by the tsunam of recent assessnents.

Secondly, the programis capped with a
sharp incone cutoff that equates to about $15 an
hour for a single person. For two adults, it's a
little nore, as long as only one works. Problem
is that PACENET is designed for seniors and
doesn't even consider how many children are in
t he household. A m nor oversight.

These are unfortunate but predictable
limtations in the state-enabling | aw. Perhaps
nore work there would be fruitful, but effort
shoul d be focused in directions that are not
needl essly hobbled by the state. The flyer
supporting the bill, titled Defying D splacenent,
says that these are the sane honmeowners proven to
be over-assessed by OPA's nethodology. So this
tax freeze provides imedi ate tenpering of that
effect.

Unfortunately, there is nothing
i mredi ate here, except the current unaffordable
assessnment. |f OPA s assessnents have been

proven to be incorrect, then why is counci
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letting them persist? You have got to nmake it a
priority to fix this and other errors,
I nequalities of the OPA process.

Also, relief is needed to prevent huge
mar ket - based tax increases for people who are
owners of property that was incone-restricted
when they bought it. |If deed restrictions
expire, there should be an option to renew. OPA
shoul d val ue based on the original restricted
price.

The idea that the bill does not cause a
significant budget inpact is not necessarily
positive. W need strategy to address problens
we are currently patching. W need to find ways
to stop giving tax breaks, incentives, and
bonuses to the well off so that nobney can go
where it is needed. |It's the special interest
and the political status quo and tradition that
have to be defied so that citizens and vul nerable
comunities are not displ aced.

I know |I' m sonmewhat speaking to the
choir, but thank you.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

and thank you very, very nuch for your testinony
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and for all of your work within the comunity.
Ma' am pl ease state your nanme for the record and

proceed with your testinony. You can pull the

mc up.

M5. BERRIEN. Thank you. Good
afternoon. M nane is Janice Berrien. | am
speaking for nmy husband and I. W have lived in

our hone in southwest Philadel phia for 45 years.
W have been honmeowners for 55. W are retired.
My husband will be 82 this year. | will be 78.
And we really don't want to nove, but the tax
I ncreases are pushing us out, it appears.

We had an increase of our real estate
t axes on our home, which anpunted to 2.78 tines.
It started out in 2022. CQur tax bill, which was
af fordabl e, was $1,402.60. 1In 2003, it junped to
$3,897.04. It was unaffordable. W are retired
teachers, and we do get a pension, each of us,
and we do have Social Security. So even though
we mght neet an age eligibility, we don't neet
an incone eligibility.

W' re wondering, as others have spoken,
just the person before ne, the incentives, we

understand, to bring in new business and new
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people into our city. But what about those who
have paid i ncone taxes for 55 years, born,
reared, educated here, and supported the city?
What about us? Can't we be grandfathered in?
Way do we have to share the burden?

And | realize that the mddle class is
the pack mule, not just for Philadel phia, but the
entire nation. W need to be consi dered, too.
Can we stay in a hone that we've been in for 45
years with the tax rate? Now, we fought this,
but we paid. It was a cost. W paid, and our
taxes were lowered instead of 2.78 tinmes, maybe
to 2 times. That's still unsustainable. What
can be done so that we can keep our property and
mai ntain it?

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Wel |, thank
you very, very nmuch for your testinony, for your
service inthis city as a former teacher, and
al so for just being a real stalwart in that
community. W just thank you very, very much for
your testinony and for the information you
shared. | want to pass it to your district
counci | nmenber.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Thank you so
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much, Ms. Berrien, for being here today and for
sharing your story. | inmmgine that you've | ooked
through all of the city's property tax prograns.

M5. BERRIEN. W did. W do get the
honmest ead, but we're not eligible for LOOP.
COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHIER: | was going to

ask about that one.

M5. BERRIEN: And we're not eligible
for the tax freeze. And so we're just |left as
senior, senior citizens. M husband is in his
80s and I'mwaving at it.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: | don't know
off of the top of nmy head what we can do if
you' ve explored all of our prograns. But |'d
|l ove to just follow up with you to nake sure that
there's nothing that we're mssing. And you're
right, we absolutely want to keep honeowners |ike
you who have been stewardi ng our nei ghbor hoods
for so long in their hones.

So thank you so nuch again, and we'l|l
follow up, Andrew, nmy staff nmenber, sitting right
over here to the left. Thank you.

M5. BERRI EN. Thank you so rmnuch.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON: Thank you.
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Thank you very, very nuch for com ng down today.
Is there anyone else to testify on Bill No.
240059? Seeing none, we will now proceed with
resol uti on nunber 240027. WII| the clerk please
call the entire first panel we have to testify on
resol uti on nunber 2400277

THE CLERK: Lel and McMoore, Howard
Giffith, Archibald Farley, Joseph Farl ey,

Ant hony W nston, Max Ray-Ri ek.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  And as they
approach the witness table, we want to thank you
all so much for being here and for your continued
advocacy for our unhoused community.

For the record, this resolution title
Is A Resolution Authorizing the Comnmttee on
Fi nance to I nvestigate the Operations and
Signi ficant Overspending of the Ofice of
Honel ess Servi ces Under the Previous
Adm nistration, As Wll As Quality of Services
Provided in the Honel ess Services System

As the departnent head for the Ofice
of Honmel ess Services was not available to provide
direct testinony for the hearing today, we wl|l

take testinony fromthe advocates, who will speak
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to the quality of services being provided in the
system W ask that you state your nanme for the
record, proceed with your testinony, and we need
you to summarize your testinmony. So will the

clerk please call the first witness to testify?

THE CLERK: Lel and McMoor e.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Good
afternoon, Leland. Good to see you. Pl ease
proceed with your testinony.

MR MCMOORE: Hello, ny nane is Lel and
McMoor e.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON: Hol d on one
nmonment, Leland. You have to pull the mc all the
way up so that the stenographer can hear you.
Thank you.

SPEAKER A: Make sure you speak into

the mc.

MR MCMOORE: Hello. M nane is Leland
McMoore. |'ve been honel ess since Novenber.
Excuse ne. |'ve been seeking help, shelter and

gui dance fromny peers and ny conmmunity, but I
don't know why |I'mnot getting help and why
peopl e pay taxes if it's not spent correctly.

Exanple, 1'mbeing told | had to be honel ess on
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the streets for a year or go to housing shelters
headquarters. And |'m bei ng sent sonewhere where
| feel like it's prison.

Li ving conditions is bad, and the food
is horrible, and the staff is not respectful.
That's all | have.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
Lel and, for your testinony, and thank you for
being here this afternoon. | wanted to ensure
that | know you were working with our office
regarding a placenent. | wanted to be sure to
make that connection today.

So | understand that there are sone
officials here fromthe adm nistrati on who
oversee the Ofice of Honel ess Services. W were
able to have a neeting with sone of you with the
| eadership teamof the Ofice of Honel ess
Services | ast week, and | apol ogi ze that |
t hought they woul d be here today.

But | do want to nmeke the connection
because | know Leland in particular was worKking
t hrough Appl eTree, and | had spoken with Bruce
Johnson about himon Friday. So if we could

connect himwith soneone fromthe adm ni stration
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so that you all could follow up, that would be
hel pful. Thank you, Leland, for your testinony.
WIIl the clerk please call the next w tness?

THE CLERK: Howard Giffith.

MR CGRIFFITH Hello. M nane is
Howard Giffith, and | am honel ess at the nonent,
and | was placed at Qur Brothers' House, and the
living conditions there are horrible. The
bat hroons are stinky, dirty. The showers are
worst of all, and the staff are very rude, and
the food is horrible. | literally took a picture
of a salad with rotten tomatoes in it. But
that's as nmuch as | have to say.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON: Thank you
very, very much for your testinony. And again,
thank you all four for being here and for your
continued work. WII the clerk please call the
next wtness to testify?

THE CLERK: Archi bald Joseph Farl ey.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON: Pl ease state
your nane for the record and then proceed with
your testinony.

MR. FARLEY: Good norning. M nane is

Archi e Joseph Farley. The shelter systemhere in
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Phi | adel phi a has the idea that because you're
honel ess, you're not human anynore. You don't
deserve to be treated as though you' re a human
bei ng anynore. In soneone's eyesight and the
peopl e that work in these places, you' re nothing
but a dollar sign. You're their next paycheck.

They will prom se you the world. But
at the end, you're still left wondering what
happened. The shelter system has people that are
wor ki ng and that have their own agenda, that they
bel i eve that because you're honel ess, that they
have a right to treat you any way they want
because no one el se cares about you. You're in
the shelter system Nobody el se cares about you,
so why should we?

|'"'m part of an agency called CARP. W
do volunteer work in Kensington area, and we try
to show people that just because you're in a
situation doesn't nean that you're not human, and
that you deserve to be treated just as well as
anyone else. That old saying | have here, one
paycheck and one m stake frombeing in the sane
situation as anybody out here that's honeless in

the street.
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And if we as collective people don't
realize that and we all get together, be on the
sane page, it's going to get worse before it gets
better. Thank you for letting ne speak.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON: Thank you.
And | just briefly wanted to say thank you all
for your testinony. | had the opportunity to
neet with you all, | think, twi ce now | ast week
and al so be out with you on Friday norning. And
| just want to thank you for the work that you
all are doing to really help us raise the
advocacy on this issue.

And you are right. | think people,
it's easy to wite people off, right? And that's
the reason why this is so inportant to ne,
because you should not be witten off. You are a
part of our community. You're a part of our
Phi | adel phia conmunity. And with all of the
t axpayer dollars that have been extended and
expended on this issue of honel ess services, to
the tune of nore than $129 mllion.

When you add city revenue and grants
revenue just fromlast year, it's obvious that

nore work nmust be done in order to adequately
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address the issues that you all are facing
relative to accessing housing in our city. And
so that is the inpetus for the resolution and for
the continued work that | will do in this area.

And | just appreciate you all being
here to further underscore how the quality of
service is also an issue that we nust seek to
address while we are addressing the financi al
and/or the fiscal issues that we have found out
about thus far.

But it's very inportant to ne that
while you all are here being participants in this
process, that you are connected to city service.
And so | just wanted to state that again for the
record. Please state your nane and proceed with
your testinony.

MR. WNSTON: Hi, ny nane is Anthony
Wnston. |'ve been honel ess over about three
years, but going through the honel ess shelter
system for about a year. Let's see. |'ve been
in Center for Hope, |'ve been to Philly House,
|'ve been to Station House, |'ve been to Coffee
House program Each one is different.

| see Philly House, you have lights
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that stay on 24 hours a day. You go to sleep
about 7:00, 7:30. But you have to try to fall
asl eep because you have lights on. It makes you
sl eep-deprived. It does. | don't know who can't
sit there and say it doesn't, because it does.

Let's see. Center for Hope, there's a
|l ot that has to be done there. It's a lot. You
have rats infested. You have, npbst of the
majority of the tinme, the elevator doesn't work,
and you have handi capped nmen who |live on the
second fl oor who have wheel chairs, push cart
pushers.

Now t hey sonetines either have to wal k
two flights, three flights of steps just to get
upstairs, or they had to take the back el evator,
whi ch they have to go through a whol e not her
store just to get to the el evator.

Let's see. Station House, you get
ki cked out. You go there to 1701 Lehigh. You go
over probably about 11:30 at night. You get a
bed about 12:00. You get |et out about 5:30 in
the norning and get told either walk to where you
got to go or try to wait for the van to cone and

pi ck you up, just take you back to 804 or to
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Appl eTree. And they drop you off and they just
send you on your way.

They don't tell you nothing to give you
any type of information or nothing. They just
sit you out front and tell you to just sit there
and wait. | don't knowif |I'm|eaving anything
out, but other than that, this systemreally has
to be really thought about because sonme people
have nental issues, sone people have drug issues,
sone people don't have no issues at all

It's just that they don't know how to
go about and get information. They have to hear
it froma person like ne on the street, who's
trying to do better for not just nyself, but for
everybody around ne. | have to relay the
i nformati on from people who are working either in
city or churches.

There should be a | ot nore than just
going to certain places and getting us a piece of
paper and letting us know that this place is
giving us neals and this place is giving us
clothing and stuff |ike that, and showers and
stuff like that.

COUNCI L CHAIR RI CHARDSON:  Well, | want
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to thank you for your testinony and for your
advocacy and the work that |'ve been seeing you
do on the ground working with others. | just
want to say thank you, and M. Archie as well, |
had the opportunity to even see you before we net
when | was also out in the community for four
hours with ny col |l eague, Council nenber Lozada
down i n Kensington a couple Fridays ago.

So I"mvery happy that you all are here
and sharing the work that you all are doing.

WIl the next witness we have to testify pl ease
state your nane for the record and then proceed
wi th your testinony.

And again, | want to state for the
record that we had a nunber of questions
specifically for the Ofice of Honel ess Services
that we have submtted in witing for additiona
follow up relative to the fiscal and the quality
service provisions, and we anticipate that we
will call this resolution again for the hearing
on June 5th. But if you could please state your
name for the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

MR RIEKK H. M nane is Max Ray-
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Riek. 1'ma nenber of ACT UP Phil adel phia. For
the past two years, we've been doing outreach at
the Ofice of Honel ess Services intake center at
1430 Cherry Street, and |I've been privileged to
hear sonme of the stories that people have told
com ng in and out.

| haven't personally experienced
honel essness in Phil adel phia, but | wanted to
tell a story that a coll eague who coul dn't be
here shared with nme. She's staying in a
Phi | adel phia shelter. A resident in her room got
sick and vomted. Unfortunately, she was unabl e
to get to the bathroom And the staff didn't
have anybody doing janitorial services. There
wasn't anyone with that role in the program

They didn't have a protocol for bodily
wast e di sposal, and they didn't have the supplies
for cleaning up a wet spill. They told ny friend
that they would give her a carton of cigarettes
i f she cleaned it up herself. They handed her
sone bl each and said, "Just pour bleach over the
ness." She said that, "I know how this works.
That's not how you're supposed to clean it up."”

She did her best to clean it up.
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She never got the cigarettes that were
prom sed to her, but to ne, this is an exanpl e of
t he m smanagenent of funds at the Ofice of
Honel ess Services. It seens highly unlikely that
they entered a contract that didn't include
fundi ng for basic cleaning services for a
residential program

So either they allowed an underbid
contract that didn't make any sense to go
t hrough, or there's funding for that cleaning
crew and cleaning materials that never
materialized at the shelter. And sonehow t hat
noney that should have been spent taking care of
nmy friend never materialized, or the whole, they
never did a basic inspection, but sonehow there
was a gap.

And ultimately, the responsibility is
on the Ofice of Honel ess Services that they're
not overseeing their contractors to be able to
provi de really basic human decency, |ike
cl eanliness in our shelter system

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.
Thank you very, very nmuch for sharing that story,

and thank you for the work that you do on a daily
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basis to work with our unhoused conmunity here in
Phi | adel phia. And we | ook forward to conti nui ng
to work with you all to ensure that the city is
provi ding the best possible service and that we
are figuring out what happened and how to prevent
it from happening again so that we can service
nore people and have better quality of service at
t he point of need.

So thank you very, very nuch for your
testinony, for your service, and for the work.
You can --

MR. RIEK: Thank you for your advocacy
on this issue.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Pardon ne?

MR. RIEK: Thank you for your advocacy
on this issue as well.

COUNCI L CHAIR RI CHARDSON:  No thank you
necessary. This is what we're supposed to be
doi ng. Please state your nanme for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

MR. GANTT: WMalcolm Gantt.

COUNCI L CHAIR RI CHARDSON: Proceed with
your testinony.

MR. GANTT: Good afternoon, ma'am |'m
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here today, and | felt it was very inportant to
come here today because -- I'msorry, sir.
Al t hough you nmay see a few people, there's a huge
popul ati on of honel ess people. And | nean, not
just people that are in and out of the shelters.
There are people that literally sleep on the
sidewal ks. | wal k past themon a daily basis.

As far as ny opinion of just honel ess
services being offered, they are woefully
i nadequate. As | heard gentleman speak on Philly
House, |1've ran the whole -- |'ve been through
the whole Philly House, Qutley House, Station
House 1701, which is the intake center. And not
only have | suffered in human treatnent, being
treated |ike a dog.

And | say to anybody that'll listen,
I'"ve never in ny life been so disrespected as a
man. These shelters, as he said, you get put out
5:00 in the norning. Wat can you possibly do at
5:00 in the norning? You can't go find a job.
There's nothing to do. So people end up drifting
the streets. And what | found in ny experiences
that you drift around in the streets, you go to a

pl ace |i ke The Hub right bel ow us.
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And | spoke with a reporter |ast year.
Her nanme was Sophia. She worked for KYW 1060.
And | explained to her then that The Sub -- The
Hub, 1'msorry, The Hub offered al nost zero
services. Wat you did was went there, you sat
down in a chair, you were given a juice box, a
snack. But | would ask about, well, what about
housi ng? Wat about different services? And |
got rebuffed every tine.

And because | refused to take the
di srespect that the enpl oyees of the shelter
system gave out, what | found nyself was bl ocked
from services, banned from shelters, put out on
the street. | can renenber real quickly, just
| ast January, | was in the shelter system and I
caught COVI D and pneunponia. Now nme, |I'm
di sabl ed. | have asthma, enphysema, and COPD. |
was sick as a dog, and | would go to 1701 to just
to have a bed overnight.

| got turned away for two weeks. Two
weeks, | slept on the street with COvVID. And I
don't really want to put the woman's nane out
there, but yeah, I will. Robin, she works at the

i ntake center. Well, she worked at the intake
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center at the tinme because | ended up getting
banned fromthere because | wouldn't take

di srespect from anot her enpl oyee who nade a fal se
report that | threatened an enpl oyee.

This was Cctober 16th of |ast year. |
got a six-nonth ban fromthe shelter system so |
was supposed to sleep on the street, based on a
lie. This systemis broken. It is broken from
top to bottom The facilities are horrible. |
think prisons are better, because | can renenber
being at Qutl ey House, 69 from Wodl and, and the
bat hr oons wer e broken.

So we were being -- what did they call
it? | forget whatever it was. W went and
stayed for one night, and the place was
di | api dated. There was no bat hroom and you had
to go across a yard in the door, down the steps,
down the hallway to go to the bathroom And it
was only two stalls. Yes. Excuse ne. There
were about 40 nen sleeping there. And I'm
tal ki ng about these conditions were persistent.

You tal k about nastiness, |'ve never
been in nastier places because jail is not part

of nmy story. Yet, in the shelter system there
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are no clean places. Everything is nasty, and
it's like, "Well, you better be glad you're not

sl eeping on the sidewalk." And | think that is

terrible. | think it's beyond terrible.

It's sad, because, again, when | | ook
at ny peers, and these are -- a lot of these
gentlenen, |'ve stayed in places with them

Li sten, we go through the sane thing, and it's
actual |y disgusting that human beings are treated
like this, because at the end of the day, |
worked in this system 34 years ago.

I worked at 1360 Ri dge Avenue, which
was a drug and al cohol shelter. And | believe we
may have net over in Love Park. And | net a few
counci| nmenbers when you guys were out in the
park, or aids, and when | told ny story, I'm
like, "Listen, | worked with the honel ess, so |
under st ood people go through things." People end
up in this place, and it's not just because
they're worthless. |It's because things happen in
life. And | found nyself, 34 years |later on the
other side in the system

And how about there are still people in

this systemthat | knew from 34 years ago stil
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stuck in this system and it's just a constant
cycle of mstreatnent. You get fed. | think
hogs get fed better than we do. And no, nobody
owes us a ribeye steak. A decent neal. The
other part is | can renenber at Qutley House
spending the night, and in the norning, they give
you a little thing of cereal and a carton of mlk
and ki ck you out the door.

As he said, they tell you to wal k off.
That was their favorite term They would drive
you there in a van, and in the norning, "Ch, you
all got to walk off." You're at 69 from
Whodl and. You have to nmake it all the way down

to 804 or the AppleTree. And it's crazy because

in nmy experience -- and this is ny first tine
honel ess. |'ve been honeless for a year and a
hal f, | spent nine nonths asking, "Well, what

about housing? Wat's the end gane?"

If I would ask staff, they would yell
and argue at ne, and it's just sad, because what
| see is people getting beat down. You're
already in a bad position, and you're getting
beat down by the people who are supposed to be

hel ping you. There is no help in this system |
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wi | | ask about housing. | can renenber being a
resident at Qutley House, and |I'I|l be brief, but

| can renenber being a resident at Qutl ey House
and bei ng assigned a case nmnager.

And | lived in the annex because |'m
di sabl ed, because as he said, they put ne on the
fourth floor. | could barely walk up a few steps
wi t hout having to stop and take nmy breath. And |
asked, "Could | get a pass for the el evator,

because | can't keep wal ki ng up and down t hese

steps?”

They asked nme to prove it. The next
day, | went to Einstein Hospital and I went to
Tenpl e Hospital. | canme back with two fol ders,

this big, and the |l ady, she didn't even read this
stuff. She noved ne to the first floor, to the
annex. And at that point, | realized one of the
bi ggest failings of the shelter systemis what
they don't take in that account is, as ny peers
said, they don't take into the fact that a | ot of
peopl e suffer fromnental problens.

| suffer fromnental problens, drug
abuse. Those are the two biggest issues that are

not addressed, period, anywhere in the shelter
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system They're not even a thought in the back
of sonmebody's m nd. Those are the two npst
preval ent issues to ne that need to be addressed
to fight honel essness.

And ny own personal story, | take a |ot
of nmedication. [|I'mdisabled. | had a |ady,
matter of fact, the sane |ady at 1701, Robin.
They had a van to take you to Qutley. They were
maki ng peopl e catch the bus, yet they didn't give
you a pass since they catch the bus. They said,

"Just tell the driver you're honeless,” which

didn't work.
And | explained to her, like, "Listen,
you may see ne. | may |l ook strong, | may | ook

physically able, but |I'mdisabled.” She said,

“"You're not disabled.” | said, "Yes, | am and I
really don't have to argue this with you." Yet,
she said, "Prove it." | had paperwork in ny bag.

| gave her ny Social Security paper that said
that | was permanently disabled. You know what
this ignorant worman said? She said, "That don't
nmean you di sabled. You just get a check."

| said, "Wiat the hell?" And this is a

constant thenme anong us. It's these uncaring
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peopl e who don't give a damm, and | watch ny
peers go through. | suffer fromit nyself
because, listen, ma'am | was a honmeowner from
2001 to 2021. | sold ny hone in 2021. | found
nyself in this situation. So I'll be damed if
I"'mgoing to be treated |i ke anybody's dog.

Yet in this system and needi ng a pl ace
to stay for the night, this is how you're
treated, like, "You better kiss ny behind if you
want to stay tonight, and if you got a problem
with it, you can go outside.” And a |ot of
nights | had to spend outside because |I'm not
willing to accept that. And the situation is
terrible, but | want to see the tine and all ow
sonebody el se to speak. Thank you guys for
allowing ne to have a voi ce.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON: Wl |, thank
you very, very nuch for being here and for
sharing your story.

MR. GANTT: Yes, ma' am

COUNCI L CHAIR RICHARDSON: | really,
real |y appreciate you hel pi ng us understand what
Is actual |y happeni ng and what you are goi ng

through in real tinme. | just want to acknow edge
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the presence of ny coll eague, who's the chair of
city council's commttee on housi ng and honel ess
services. That woul d be Council menber Jam e
Gaut hier, for being here.

But | really just can't appreciate you
all so nmuch because | know that through your
testinony, through your advocacy, through the
work that we will continue to do together, it
will help to nove the needle and inprove the
quality of service for the Ofice of Honel ess
Services here in Phil adel phia. Colleague, you
have any comments?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: | just wanted
to thank you as well. As we witnessed nultiple
ti mes throughout our hearing today, it can be
really hard to ask people to cone up here and
share traumati c experiences, but | do think that
it's inportant to put a spotlight on sone of the
t hi ngs that are happening so that we can nmake
things better. So thank you so nmuch for being
brave enough to cone and speak with us today.

MR. GANTT: You're wel cone, nma' am

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Pl ease state

your nane for the -- I'msorry, ma'am did you
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have testinony?

MS. ROBI NSON:  Yes.

COUNCI L CHAIR RICHARDSON: | f you could
just state your nane for the record and proceed
wi th your testinony, and then, sir, we wll
recogni ze you. Thank you.

M5. ROBINSON: My nane is Goria
Moni que Robi nson. | have been honel ess for the
last 9 years. | amactually a 42-year-old born
i n Phil adel phi a, airborne Phil adel phian femnal e.
| experienced ny childhood in the honel ess system
when ny surrogate nother had a boardi ng house and
shared children doi ng surrogacy of just different
governnental fenal e busi nesses.

She's a black woman and her famly is
Caucasi an-based. It's a mxed famly. How the
housi ng of energency system started was the fact
that the femal es who were being divorced by the
husbands coul dn't take care of the businesses
that were created here, black businesses here in
Phi | adel phia, starting off with self-businesses
for having judges, doctors, nurses, seamnstresses,
truck drivers, all kinds of industry-rel ated

famlies living here in the hone.
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So under ny household, | stayed to
nmyself all the time. They did not want the
el ectricity on, the water paid, barely TV usage
or landline activity. And that was in -- | was
born 1982, in the '80s. In the '90s, | had
gotten tired. | was old enough to talk and able
to speak, of course, going to public school every
day, nmaking it adamant that as a black female, to
obt ai ned a degree, sonme kind of education.

So because of the prostitution and drug
gane, | never saw ny famly and | was never into
anything but spiritually good, being born a
Christian child and part Arabic, it nmakes ne
Muslim The point is, | grewup, | went to the
wel fare to work program had a child as a
teenager. | had faced social drug issues such as
marij uana usage and fornication. Just trying,
sowi ng our oats, as child sowing ny oats, had a
child and did qualify for a split |ease.

Went through the shelter system as an
adol escent and as a teenager was accepted to
Phi | adel phi a Housi ng Authority and where | net
other females or whatever. So in the '80s, |ike

| said, the "90s was really fine. It was not a
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really big problemhere in the city of

Phi | adel phia for the fanmilies to single female
famlies. The male's shelter system was
phenonenal | y awesone then too, because if you
really didn't know mal es were honel ess.

But having said that, it was just the
nmerge of the history of the shelter system ne
having to experience that. So for the |ast nine
years, | have been totally abused. So after
going to school, | found nyself | eaving Housi ng
Aut hority to go and find out, get sone resol ution
wth the famly, which is ny nother and father.
The not her wasn't paying the Housing Authority
rent and had the other sibling's child there.

He going to, and just totally at
nighttime, if you guys get off work throughout
the city at night, every residential honeowner or
hei rl oom homeowner wants to cone out and
everybody wants to have fun. And in the norning,
you see the nasty residual leftover. So which I
totally apol ogize. | vented so nuch, they tried
to throw nme in a psych hospital and say |I'm
crazy.

I'"'ma nurse. | really studied on ny
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own and had to utilize the lives here, population
here t hroughout the USA, on the east coast as a
st udyi ng neasurenent factor to obtain that
i nformati on and those big words, put themto use
and try to put themtogether to make sense. So
when | got in the shelter, these |ast nine years,
| was waiting for sone noney.

But the personnel, the admnistrative
systemis horrible. It's slow There's not a
time, there's not a history of people. The
peopl e who were in and out of the shelter from
the '80s to 2000 are the nost high top priority.
They' ve lived here seniority-w se, but they do
not cone back to try to help out, volunteer. The
adm ni strative systemis very abusive and they're
nostly female. They're very sexual -oriented and
rel at ed.

As far as the honel ess femal es and
mal es wanting to utilize their checks and get
them jobs, to go have sex with them and get noney
fromthemand take themlittle places. So as |
pay attention to these problens, the food, they
don't wash their hands. W cannot use C or ox.

The only germfighter in the world is the C orox
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here in the United States of Anerica. And then
we have themall sell on the market C orox. You
can get a gallon for a dollar and a quarter.

They will not utilize and inplenent
that as a hel ping neasure to clean the toilets.
The toilets are nessed up. The people who are on
drugs, the older community, as a younger
adm ni strative personnel, enployees, they could
teach, start advocacies to teach. They are doing
it thenselves as far as cleanliness. You know
what | nean? Wth gl oves and what ever.

The necessary, essential need is, and
it's very essential -- I've lived in 1428.

That's as a single woman and as a pregnant young

t eenager wonman, young adult. | lived in
Hol | ywood on the 91921 area. | lived in -- where
else did | live in? |1've gone to a bunch of

afterhour shelters over in west Phil adel phia.
Those afterhour shelters are fine. They're nost
better, because you do have to, as fenmale, single
femal e, get up.

But the fenales are having sex with the
mal es that work there at the shelter on staff and

off of staff, and if you have -- they have this
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little click, little negotiating thing going. |If
you guys were having sex with each other, if you
li ke this person, |ike that person, they'll |et
you in. You're nore priority.

And it's really becone a very
unprofitable business problemthat is easily
resolved. One of the resolutions ideas that |
have is going to taking the Phil adel phia program
and going to the colleges here to find out if the
col | egi ate undergrad students would |ike jobs
there, because the education level for the city
wor kers who feel |ike they need to be involved in
a city when it's just a hidden drug hustle off
our tax | D nunbers.

They' re using our tax |ID nunbers and
our dates of birth and nanes to utilize
information in our accounts to nmake noney with
di fferent conputerized corporations, where we go
maybe to Wendy's or the bank. You know what |
mean? NMore so it's at the bank. So it's hard to
even have an account when you get off of welfare,
because we've really successfully smashed t hat
wel fare work program and conpl eted the task of

havi ng urban female with young -- getting
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pregnant at a youthful age, go back to work and
start counting on their own and taking care of
t hensel ves.

Those fenmal es are fine. And then now
we have those children left out in the street and
back with the famlies.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.
| just wanted to recogni ze the presence of our
council president briefly, who joined us and
t hank himfor com ng by.

M5. ROBI NSON: Thank you.

COUNCI L CHAIR RICHARDSON:  And if you
could just summarize your testinony so we can get
to the last wtness. Thank you.

M5. ROBINSON: Yes, you're wel cone.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.
Wel |, thank you for being here and for sharing
your story.

M5. ROBINSON: No problem Not a
probl em at all.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  That wi | |
certainly help us in how we address the quality
of service issue that you all are referring to.

Counci| President, any coments? Thank you very,
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very much for your attendance. Sir, please state
your nane for the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

MR. RODRI GUEZ: (Good afternoon. My
name is Victor Rodriguez. |'man activist, and
["min support with ACT UP Philly. The reason
I'"'mhere today is because | personally wanted to
see for nyself inside the honel ess shelters. Two
weeks ago, | had went to OHS to explore and to
see what's really going on.

So |l went in there, and | acted
honel ess. | am housed. | have an apartnent. |
went in there, and | asked to be placed in a
honel ess shelter. | actually picked a particular
shelter called St. John's. The lady that |
confronted that day, she said her director has
told all honel ess people to go to Philly House.
From ny experience talking to other people in
Philly, |I've been hearing a | ot of bad runors
about Philly House.

So | said, "Sure, I'll go to Philly
House, but shouldn't you match ne to a honel ess
shelter that I mght feel nore interested in?"

And she said, "No, | think it's best that you go
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to Philly House." That was part of the
director's initiative to send everybody to Philly
House. So | went to Philly House. | did two
days there, and while | was doing the explore
while | was there, | noticed a | ot of issues.

For one, the lights are on all night.
That's depriving. That is just absolutely w ong.
| noticed a lot of interaction with the staff and
the people that are residents there. They're
just absolutely rude. The food is actually
great, but just interaction with the staff,
everything that goes on there, it was a | ot of
guesti ons.

And again, | did this explorer for
nyself. | wanted to see. | aman activist. |

work with working famlies, so | wanted to go out

and see for nyself. | think we could do a better
job as a community. | really do. | have a | ot
of friends who are honeless. | go out and talk
to people every day, and I just wanted to cone

here and speak my mnd and | et you know that we
can do better.
It is a broken city. It really is, and

| think we can do better. That's all | have to
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say.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Wel |, thank
you very, very much for your testinony and for
sharing your experience. And we can do better,
which is why we're here. Any comments fromthe
commttee, Council President?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: Thank you
very much. | just want to thank you for just
com ng out and providing your testinony, nobst
i mportantly, your activismaround this particul ar
I Ssue.

And you have our comm tnent under
| eadership of our majority |eader, Council man
Kat herine G|l nore R chardson, and the chair of
our housing and honel ess services comm tt ee,
Counci | man Jam e Gaut hier, who are both right
here wwth ne, that as we nove forward, we will be
doi ng everything we can do, possibly to make sure
that high quality services are supported for
t hose who are honel ess, but al so those who are
| ooki ng to becone first-tinme honme buyers, those
who are | ooking for stable housing, as well as
those with disabilities.

And |'ve dealt with the sanme particul ar

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee on Fi nance
05/ 13/ 2024

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Page 93
5/ 13/ 24 - STATED - BILL 240059, ETC.

departnent with a cousin of mne and just

navi gati ng that whole system and |I'm el ected
official. But because he was di sabl ed, the

bur eaucracy and the obstacles that were put in
front of him with me being an el ected official
made it harder for us to get himplaced. And so
our job is to nake life easier for those who need
support.

And so | just want to stop and comend
nmy col |l eagues for their hard work and their
dedi cation around this particular issue. And we
will be on a case to nake sure we get it done
right. Anything else is unacceptable. Thank you
very much

(Chorus of thank yous.)

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Thank you
again to our council president for being here and
nmy col | eague, Council nenber Jam e Gauthier, who's
al so chair of city council's commttee on
housing. | thank you all again for being here.

I want to also thank the adm nistration and the
O fice of Homel ess Servi ces.
For anyone who's here who needs service

today, you can go up to nmy office in 581. And
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t hey have representatives fromthe Ofice of
Honel ess Services who are there. And so | just
want to say thank you to the adm nistration and
to the Ofice of Honmel ess Services for naking
your sel ves avail able up in room 581 for anyone
who may know need service who's here today.

So after the conclusion of the hearing,
pl ease proceed directly to room 581 to receive
service. Are there any additional questions or
comments from nmenbers of the commttee or
col | eagues present?

Seei ng none, and there being no further
questions for nenbers of this conmttee or no
other witnesses to testify, this concludes the
busi ness before the Conmttee on Finance today.
Thank you all very, very nmuch for your
attendance. Until next tinme, have a good day.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUDI ER: Thank you

THE CLERK: Got one for you to sign.

COUNCI L CHAI R RI CHARDSON:  Yes, |'l
sign it now.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER: Thank you for
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI PTI ONI ST

I, H LLARY MADETE, Legal Transcriptionist, do
hereby certify:

That the foregoing is a conplete and true
transcription of the original digital audio recording

of the proceedings captured in the foregoing natter.

IN WTNESS THEREOF, | have hereunto set ny hand
this 27th day of My, 2024.

MZ’&%M

Hillary Madet
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