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2 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Good

3 morning, everyone. I"m Councilman

4 Squilla, Chair of Streets and Services.
5 We have a quorum present and

6 we"d like to start our hearing. To my

7 left 1s Councilwoman Bass, Councilman

8 Greenlee. To my right, Councilman Oh,

9 Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez, and

10 Councilman Neilson.

11 Before we get started, for the
12 record, Bill No. 150147 and Bill No.

13 140832 will be held to the call of the
14 sponsor .

15 Mr. McMonagle, please read the
16 title of the first bill.

17 THE CLERK: Bill No. 150013, an
18 ordinance amending Chapter 12 of The

19 Philadelphia Code regarding towing and
20 immobilization of a vehicle for which
21 registration information cannot be
22 obtained.
23 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Whoever 1is
24 here to testify on Bill No. 150013,
25 please come forward, state your name for
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2 the record, and proceed with your

3 testimony. And I believe you"ll be

4 testifying on the amended version of this

5 bill?

6 (Witnesses approached witness

7 table.)

8 MR. FENERTY: Yes.

9 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
10 MR. FENERTY: Good afternoon,
11 Councilman Squilla and other members of
12 Council.

13 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Get

14 closer.

15 MR. FENERTY: Good morning,

16 Chairman Squilla and members of the

17 Committee. Thank you. 1*d like to thank
18 Councilman Oh first for introducing this
19 bill to address two loopholes i1n the

20 process by which the Philadelphia Parking
21 Authority --

22 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Hold on.
23 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: 1 don"t
24 think your microphone is on.

25 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Put your
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2 lips right on it.

3 MR. FENERTY: [Is this better?
4 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Yes.

5 MR. FENERTY: First I1°d like to
6 thank Councilman Oh for introducing this
7 bill to address two loopholes iIn the

8 process by which the Philadelphia Parking
9 Authority collects parking ticket

10 revenue. The Authority continues to

11 monitor our collections process, and when
12 we find areas in which people avoid

13 paying parking tickets, we attempt to

14 address those issues.

15 As you know, the PPA"s

16 On-Street Division provides significant
17 revenue for the City"s General Fund as

18 well as the Philadelphia School District.
19 While our primary mission is to provide
20 parking opportunities to people who live,
21 work, and visit our city, we have a
22 responsibility to collect all revenues
23 due while protecting the citizens® rights
24 to contest tickets they believe were
25 iIssued 1nappropriately.
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2 Unfortunately, there are two

3 groups of people who are able to slip

4 through the collection process. The

5 Tirst are those who do not properly

6 register their vehicles with the

7 Department of Transportation. There are
8 thousands of vehicles with open parking

9 tickets for which we are unable to get

10 the owner"s name and address. As a

11 result, under the current system, they

12 cannot be added to the boot and tow list
13 because the proper notification cannot be
14 sent by mail. This bill permits vehicles
15 Iin that category to be placed on the list
16 iIT we are unable to obtain owner

17 information but have received at least

18 one parking ticket with the notice of the
19 criteria for boot eligibility. There are
20 individuals who have not fulfilled their
21 legal obligation to register the vehicle.
22 That negligence should not be compounded
23 by using 1t to elude legitimate
24 collection efforts.
25 The second issue involves those
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2 situations where vehicle owners report

3 their plate lost or stolen after they

4 have accumulated a number of parking

5 tickets and get a new plate and start

6 fresh 1n accumulating tickets. This

7 proposed ordinance permits the Authority
8 to combine all open tickets for license

9 plates previously or currently registered
10 to them 1n determining boot eligibility.
11 For example, 1T 1 had a license plate

12 with four outstanding tickets and got a
13 new license plate on which I have one

14 open ticket, the current law would not

15 make the vehicle boot eligible because it
16 does not meet the three ticket threshold.
17 However, under this proposal, the tickets
18 from the old plate will be combined with
19 the tickets from the new plate to permit
20 the Authority to place i1t on the boot
21 eligibility list.
22 Both of these measures only
23 ensure the appropriate steps are taken to
24 collect the money which i1s due. Tickets
25 which are scheduled for hearings are not
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2 included. 1t does not remove the notice
3 requirement for those vehicles properly
4 registered. It only addresses those

5 situations in which the owner has taken

6 steps to avoid paying what is legally

7 owed. And I would ask for favorable

8 consideration of this bill.

9 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Rick, are
10 you testifying?

11 MR. DICKSON: No.

12 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Councilman
13 Greenlee.

14 COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Thank

15 you, Mr. Chairman.

16 Good morning. Mr. Fenerty, on
17 the two criteria, the second is clear.

18 The first I"m just trying to figure out.
19 You say that they"re not properly

20 registered, but they must be written on a
21 tag, right? The tickets are written on a
22 tag?

23 MR. FENERTY: Yes.

24 COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: And,

25 what, that tag doesn"t pertain --
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2 MR. FENERTY: When we go out to
3 the State Department of Transportation --
4 it could be PennDOT, 1t could be DelDOT,
5 it could be New Jersey DOT -- no hit

6 comes back. That basically means that

7 tag got loose somehow from some tag

8 agency or some dealership. The paperwork
9 was never sent back to DelDOT, PennDOT,
10 New Jersey DOT, and we can®"t figure out
11 who they are. And over the years, there
12 have gotten to be more and more and more
13 of them and more money outstanding. So
14 one car could be parked on Lombard Street
15 and have four tickets and we serve the

16 proper notification, we boot the vehicle.
17 The very next vehicle could have 27

18 tickets on i1t and because we don"t have
19 the notification process done because we
20 can"t discover who the owner iIs, we pass
21 It by and they just keep collecting
22 tickets and just look at us and they
23 scoff at us. That"s why they“"re called
24 scofflaws.
25 COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: So if
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2 there was at least one ticket on that

3 license that you could trace to somebody,
4 then that would make it eligible?

5 MR. FENERTY: Yes.

6 COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: All

7 right. Got you. Thank you.

8 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Councilman
9 Neilson.

10 COUNCILMAN NEILSON:

11 Mr. Fenerty, on the same premise as

12 Councilman Greenlee®s question, 1T you
13 have a car that is unregistered, you“re
14 allowed to pull that car anyhow, right?
15 You®"re allowed to tow that no matter

16 what?

17 MR. FENERTY: Basically 1T the
18 car iIs unregistered, a tow any time would
19 be a live stop. That would involve a
20 police officer stopping the car. These
21 are parked vehicles.
22 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: If that
23 vehicle 1s there and 1t has an expired
24 tag on it, are you allowed to tow that
25 car --

Page 9

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622

You created this PDF from an application that is not licensed to print to novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)



http://www.novapdf.com/

Committee on Streets and Services
March 30, 2015

Page 10

1 3/30/15 - STREETS - BILL 140644, etc.

2 MR. FENERTY: No.

3 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: -- under

4 current law?

5 MR. FENERTY: We"re just

6 allowed to write a parking ticket on it.
7 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: Would this
8 legislation fix that where you®"re allowed
9 to tow a car that i1s improperly

10 registered?

11 MR. FENERTY: No, it would not.
12 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: Do you

13 need other legislation to do that?

14 Because, | mean, 1f you"re passing by a
15 car 20 times and i1t"s not properly

16 registered and i1t doesn"t hit, isn"t that
17 the car you want to be able to pick that
18 right away and pull that into your lot?
19 MR. FENERTY: Yes. We would
20 have to do that in other legislation, but
21 before we would do that, 1t we went by
22 and the car wasn"t properly registered,
23 the only thing we could do is cite It.
24 Generally we write tickets for expired
25 vehicle iInspection stickers, not for
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2 expired tags.

3 Many years ago we went on to

4 start writing tickets for expired tags

5 not having the little sticker in the

6 corner, and | made that decision to do

7 that, and 1t became a very large problem,
8 because a lot of people don"t put their

9 sticker on the car. Also, when you renew
10 It In this day and age with the online

11 PennDOT process, you will get the

12 paperwork to have to carry in your glove
13 compartment, but your sticker will not

14 come until several weeks later, and I

15 believe Council withdrew the provision to
16 allow us to write that ticket.

17 MR. DICKSON: If I might add --
18 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: State your
19 name .
20 MR. DICKSON: Richard Dickson.
21 When the officer writes the
22 ticket, they don"t know whether or not
23 It"s registered. 1It"s not until we send
24 notification and request to the
25 Department of Transportation and It comes
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2 back as a no hit or no registered owner
3 that we would find out. So the officer
4 at the time they write the ticket
5 wouldn®t have that information anyway to
6 be able to tow it at that time.
7 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: At that
8 particular time.
9 MR. DICKSON: Right.
10 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: Now, as
11 the second ticket comes, will they then
12 have that information right in front of
13 them on the kiosk to say, hey, this
14 car --
15 MR. DICKSON: No, they won"t,
16 because we won"t know iIf between ticket
17 No. 1 and ticket No. 2 the registration
18 was processed and it"s valid. So it"s
19 only after the third ticket comes back
20 and 1t"s boot eligible and none of them
21 have come back with ownership
22 information, i1t"s then added to the boot
23 tow file and then 1t"s eligible to be
24 booted.
25 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: Okay.
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2 Thank you.

3 MR. FENERTY: Councilman, you

4 could also be looking at the tag that

5 escaped from a dealership or a tag agency
6 and 1t could have a current sticker on

7 1t, because most of it comes In a

8 package, as you know. If that came out

9 of a dealership, they put that sticker on
10 the tag and 1t just never went back.

11 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: Thank you,
12 Mr. Chairman. | have no questions.

13 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:

14 Councilwoman Sanchez.

15 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Thank

16 you.

17 On the second provision, 1 just
18 want clarity for the record and maybe

19 through regulation. If someone has
20 reported their tag stolen officially and
21 tickets are issued during the time, would
22 these tickets -- what®"s your normal
23 regulation for that? What 1 don"t want
24 IS, we"re assuming everyone is guilty as
25 opposed to everyone 1Is Innocent.
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2 MR. FENERTY: 1If the tag is
3 reported stolen and a person comes in for
4 a hearing or sends a complaint in to us
5 that they got tickets after the date that
6 the tag was reported stolen, we cancel
7 those on the police report. These are
8 for tickets issued before the date of the
9 stolen tag.
10 Many stolen tags, because you
11 can just walk 1n and report them stolen,
12 are a result of individuals accumulating
13 parking tickets. So they go in, they
14 report it stolen, they go to the friendly
15 neighborhood tag agency, they do
16 everything proper to get a new tag, then
17 they are free to roam and start
18 accumulating more tickets again. That"s
19 what happens. We"re just trying to close
20 the loophole. And if Vince Fenerty has
21 four tickets and says, Okay, I"m going to
22 go report the tag stolen, I do, I get a
23 new tag, Vince Fenerty follows Vince
24 Fenerty, same name, same address. The
25 criteria would be very stringent.
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2 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: 1 just

3 want to make sure. We"re just assuming

4 everyone 1s guilty, and there have been

5 parts of the City where there"s been kind
6 of this -- tags are getting stolen. |1

7 just want to make sure that --

8 MR. FENERTY: There are many

9 legitimate tags stolen, but there are

10 also --

11 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: So you
12 have a due process for them?

13 MR. FENERTY: Yeah, we have a
14 due process.

15 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Thank

16 you.

17 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
18 Councillman Oh.

19 COUNCILMAN OH: Thank you,
20 Chairman. 1°d just like to thank you and
21 your agency for informing me about these
22 loopholes, and 1*d like to certainly let
23 people know that one of the things the
24 Councilmen at-large and I think all of us
25 come across 1s frustrated residents when

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622

You created this PDF from an application that is not licensed to print to novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)



http://www.novapdf.com/

Committee on Streets and Services
March 30, 2015

1 3/30/15 - STREETS - BILL 140644, etc.
2 we go to community organizations who will
3 say, Listen, PPA is so efficient at
4 towing cars, but when we report this
5 abandoned vehicle sitting in front of our
6 parking lot or in front of a private
7 entrance or something, it"s like they can
8 never tow 1t. And one of the things that
9 this does, i1t now allows for these
10 nuisance vehicles and properly registered
11 vehicles to finally be towed. And I
12 think that"s one of the biggest
13 complaints that 1 certainly come across,
14 IS how come we can"t tow away these
15 abandoned or improperly parked vehicles.
16 And 1 think on top of that,
17 what 1°ve discovered through your office
18 i1Is how many vehicles there are iIn
19 Philadelphia, and there are thousands of
20 these vehicles, and so those are
21 thousands of problems and thousands of
22 perhaps drivers who accumulate tickets
23 and switch license plates, which means
24 they continue to violate the laws of
25 Philadelphia and inconvenience people.
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2 So thank you very much.

3 MR. FENERTY: Thank you,

4 Councilman.

5 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
6 Any other questions?

7 (No response.)

8 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing

9 none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
10 No. 1500137

11 (No response.)

12 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing

13 none, thank you for your testimony.

14 Mr. McMonagle, please read the
15 title of the next bill.

16 THE CLERK: Bill No. 150172, an
17 ordinance amending Section 12-917 of The
18 Philadelphia Code, entitled "Valet

19 Parking Zones,' by revising the
20 boundaries of the Center City valet
21 parking zone, all under certain terms and
22 conditions.
23 (Witness approached witness
24 table.)
25 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please
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2 state your name for the record and

3 proceed with your testimony.

4 MS. DUCKETT: Kisha Duckett.

5 Good morning, Mr. Chairman and
6 members of the Streets and Services

7 Committee. Thank you for the opportunity
8 to appear before you today. My name 1is

9 Kisha Duckett, District Traffic Engineer
10 for the Streets Department. 1 am here

11 today to offer testimony on Bill No.

12 150172.

13 Valet parking zones are

14 established and regulated by the

15 Philadelphia Parking Authority in

16 consultation with the Streets Department.
17 These zones are intended for passenger

18 pickup, drop-off, and to be used as a

19 location for valet services.
20 The Department of Streets feels
21 that exempting Christopher Columbus
22 Boulevard where many upscale clubs and
23 high-end establishments are located may
24 generate high demand for valet services,
25 which may lead to traffic circulation and
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2 public safety issues. The Department 1is
3 also concerned that this may send a mixed
4 message to other establishments with

5 valet services in the City. By most

6 commonly known definitions, Center City

7 IS bounded by the Delaware River to the

8 Schuylkill River and from South Street to
9 Vine Street. By tweaking this definition
10 In the code, i1t opens up challenges from
11 many other establishments nearby who have
12 different interpretations of where Center
13 City actually lies.

14 The Streets Department will

15 remain neutral on fee structure, but is
16 opposed to this ordinance, as It removes
17 both Christopher Columbus Boulevard from
18 the Center City boundaries.

19 Thank you for the opportunity
20 to appear before you today.

21 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you,
22 Ms. Duckett. 1"m the one that introduced
23 this, and 111 just give you a little

24 background on why we did it.

25 We have an issue -- Delaware
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2 Avenue, Columbus Boulevard is sort of

3 separated from Center City by 95, and

4 what we found out is that the due cost of
5 the valet parking has sort of prohibited
6 valet parking from being used In a lot of
7 establishments.

8 Also what we found out is, we

9 wanted to try to, as we grow Columbus

10 Boulevard, along with the waterfront

11 there, we want to encourage more and more
12 businesses there. We want them to use

13 valet parking. We want to try to avoid
14 what 1s happening now, iIs there are

15 people parking in the neighborhoods,

16 going into the neighborhoods and then

17 frequenting these establishments, which
18 Is causing a problem for the communities
19 surrounding the area.
20 So we believe by doing this, we
21 can entice more businesses to open up
22 valet, and maybe i1n two, three years, if
23 we see this i1s working well, we could
24 come back and revisit it and go back to
25 maybe a different option or a different
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2 pay scale.

3 But thank you for your

4 testimony.

5 MS. DUCKETT: Thank you.

6 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any other

7 questions on this?

8 Councilwoman Sanchez.

9 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: 1 just
10 want to interpret this right, because 1
11 hate traveling to my favorite store,

12 Target, on Columbus Boulevard because of
13 the traffic. What you"re saying is, you
14 want to add valet to Delaware so that

15 folks are not double parking or that kind
16 of stuff and then you have more and more
17 parking in the residential?

18 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: No. What
19 we want to do is avoid them from parking
20 into Delaware Avenue, on the residential
21 streets and them walking to these

22 establishments. We think they should be
23 pulling up In valet zones, going to

24 parking lots where the cars should be

25 and, this way, remove the congestion off
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2 of Delaware Avenue and off the

3 neighboring streets when they go visit

4 these associations.

5 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Do most
6 of these establishments have parking

7 lots?

8 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: No, they
9 don*"t, but i1f they have valet zones,

10 valets will make deals with either DRWC
11 or other parking lots around there to

12 move those cars iInto those facilities

13 and, therefore --

14 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: And

15 there are parking spots available for

16 these --

17 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Oh, yes.
18 Yes, there are.

19 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Thank
20 you, Mr. Chair.
21 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
22 MS. DUCKETT: Thank you.
23 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Anyone
24 else here to testify on Bill No. 1501727?
25 (No response.)
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2 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing

3 none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

4 title of the next bill.

) THE CLERK: Bill No. 140751, an
6 ordinance amending Section 9-204 of The
7 Philadelphia Code, entitled "Sidewalk

8 Vendors iIn Center City," by reducing the
9 number of vendor locations permitted on
10 the east side of 5th Street, from Arch
11 Street to Market Street; all under

12 certain terms and conditions.

13 (Witness approached witness

14 table.)

15 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
16 Mr. DiPietro, state your name
17 for the record and proceed with your

18 testimony.

19 MR. DIPIETRO: Good morning,
20 Chairman Squilla and members of the
21 Committee on Streets and Services. My
22 name i1s Ralph DiPietro. [I"m the Deputy
23 Commissioner of Operations for the
24 Department of Licenses and Inspection,
25 and today 1"m here to provide testimony

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622

You created this PDF from an application that is not licensed to print to novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)



http://www.novapdf.com/

Committee on Streets and Services
March 30, 2015

Page 24

1 3/30/15 - STREETS - BILL 140644, etc.

2 on Bill No. 140751, which, 1f enacted,

3 will amend Section 9-204 of The

4 Philadelphia Code, entitled "Sidewalk

5 Vendors in Center City."

6 The bill eliminates one

7 previously designated vendor location iIn
8 Center City. Specifically, it reduces

9 the number of permitted vending locations
10 on the east side of North 5th between

11 Arch and Market Streets from four to

12 three. The Department of License and

13 Inspection offers no objection to the

14 enactment of this bill and is prepared to
15 enforce i1ts provision should it pass in
16 Council and become law.

17 Thank you for the opportunity
18 to provide the Department®s testimony on
19 Bill No. 140751, and I"m happy to answer
20 any questions.
21 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
22 for your testimony.
23 Are there any questions?
24 (No response.)
25 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
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2 none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
3 No. 1407517

4 (No response.)

5 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
6 Mr. McMonagle, please read the
7 title of the next bill.

8 THE CLERK: Bill No. 150148, an
9 ordinance amending Section 9-204 of The
10 Philadelphia Code, entitled "Sidewalk

11 Vendors in Center City," by eliminating
12 previously designated vendor locations in
13 Center City; all under certain terms and
14 conditions.

15 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: And this
16 bill has been amended. Mr. DiPietro,

17 you"re testifying on the amended part of
18 the bill?

19 MR. DIPIETRO: Yes.
20 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
21 Please proceed.
22 MR. DIPIETRO: Once again, good
23 morning, Chairman Squilla and members of
24 the Committee on Streets and Services.
25 My name i1s Ralph DiPietro, Deputy
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2 Commissioner for Operations. [I™m

3 providing testimony on Bill 150148,

4 which, 1f enacted, amends Section 9-204

5 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

6 "Sidewalk Vendors in Center City."

7 This bill eliminates a

8 previously designated vendor location iIn
9 Center City, specifically on the west

10 side of 7th between Ranstead and Chestnut
11 Street. The Department of License and

12 Inspections offers no objection to the

13 enactment of this bill and is prepared to
14 enforce i1t should 1t pass Council and

15 become law.

16 Again, thank you for the

17 opportunity to provide the testimony on
18 150148, and I"m happy to answer any

19 questions.
20 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any
21 questions?
22 (No response.)
23 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
24 none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
25 No. 1501487?

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622

You created this PDF from an application that is not licensed to print to novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)



http://www.novapdf.com/

Committee on Streets and Services
March 30, 2015

Page 27

1 3/30/15 - STREETS - BILL 140644, etc.

2 (No response.)

3 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing

4 none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

5 title of the next bill.

6 THE CLERK: Bill No. 150171, an
7 ordinance amending Section 9-201 of The
8 Philadelphia Code, entitled "Curb

9 Markets,' by adding and clarifying

10 special provisions for the South 9th

11 Street Curb Markets.

12 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Again, Mr.
13 DiPietro, 1 believe you"re reading this
14 testimony as amended.

15 MR. DIPIETRO: I am.

16 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please

17 proceed.

18 MR. DiIPIETRO: Chairman

19 Squilla, members of the Committee on
20 Streets and Services, again, my name 1S
21 Ralph DiPietro, Deputy Commissioner of
22 Operations, and I"m here to provide
23 testimony on Bill 150171, which, if
24 enacted, will amend Section 9-201 of The
25 Philadelphia Code, entitled "Curb

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622

You created this PDF from an application that is not licensed to print to novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)



http://www.novapdf.com/

Committee on Streets and Services
March 30, 2015

1 3/30/15 - STREETS - BILL 140644, etc.

2 Markets."

3 The bill adds and clarifies the
4 special provisions of the South 9th

5 Street Curb Market. Under the current

6 code language, the South 9th Street Curb
7 Market Association holds a single license
8 covering all vendors located within the

9 curb market and is responsible for

10 allocating the vending spaces designated
11 in the license to vendors as i1t sees fTit.
12 This bill would amend the existing

13 provisions as it pertains to

14 grandfathered spots.

15 Specifically, the bill

16 clarifies that vendors with existing

17 vendor licenses iIn the Curb Market area
18 will be permitted to retain and operate
19 under their individual licenses rather
20 than be encompassed under the single
21 license held by the Association. The
22 Association iIs required to provide a list
23 of these grandfathered licenses to the
24 Department by June 1st, 2015.
25 The bill also clarifies that

Page 28
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2 the Association and any grandfathered

3 licenses are exempt from the code

4 requirement limiting licensees to a

5 maximum of two vending locations.

6 The Department of License and

7 Inspections offers no objection to the

8 enactment of this bill and is prepared to
9 enforce i1ts provision should it pass in
10 Council and become law. The Department
11 thanks the sponsor for working with the
12 Department on this legislation and

13 specifically notes its agreement with the
14 bill"s provision that all licenses are

15 contingent upon this licensee complying
16 with all applicable codes and

17 regulations.

18 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
19 Mr. DiPietro, have you received the
20 grandfathered list at this point?
21 MR. DIPIETRO: 1 have.
22 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: You have
23 that? So you reviewed that and L&l 1s
24 aware of everybody who is involved with
25 the process?
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2 MR. DIPIETRO: Yes.

3 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: All right.
4 Thank you very much.

5 Are there any other questions?
6 (No response.)

7 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing

8 none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
9 No. 1501717

10 (No response.)

11 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing

12 none, Mr. McMonagle, you want to read the
13 title of the next bill, please.

14 THE CLERK: Bill No. 141029, an
15 ordinance establishing a one-way

16 regulation on East River Road, from

17 Midvale Avenue to Calumet Street,

18 northbound.

19 (Witness approached witness
20 table.)
21 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please
22 state your name and then proceed with
23 your testimony. Thank you.
24 MR. DLUGOSZ: Good morning,
25 Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee.
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2 Thank you for the opportunity to appear

3 before you today. My name is David

4 Dlugosz, District Traffic Engineer for

5 the Department of Streets. 1 am here to
6 offer testimony on Bill No. 141029.

7 The Streets Department has no

8 objections to this bill. This street was
9 converted to one-way operation on a trial
10 basis starting on April 30th, 2012.

11 Thank you for the opportunity
12 to appear before you and 1°11 be happy to
13 take any questions.

14 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
15 Any questions?

16 (No response.)

17 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing

18 none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
19 No. 1410297
20 (No response.)
21 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
22 for your testimony.
23 Mr. McMonagle, please read the
24 title of the next bill.
25 THE CLERK: Bill No. 150012, an
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2 ordinance authorizing the revision of

3 lines and grades on a portion of City

4 Plan No. 231 by striking from the City

5 Plan the southeasterly half of Krams

6 Avenue from Silverwood Street to a point
7 approximately sixty-five feet

8 southwestwardly therefrom, under certain
9 terms and conditions.

10 (Witnesses approached witness
11 table.)

12 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: State your
13 name for the record and please proceed.
14 MR. MORELLI: Good morning, Mr.
15 Chairman and members of the Committee.

16 My name i1s Frank Morelli, Survey Bureau
17 Manager of the Department of Streets, and
18 the Department of Streets would like to
19 offer the following testimony on Bill No.
20 150012.
21 This 1s not an Administration
22 ordinance, but an ordinance requested by
23 Rocco LaPenta of Buy a Piece of The Pie.
24 The purpose of this ordinance
25 IS to authorize the striking from the
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2 City Plan of the southeasterly half of

3 the 15 foot wide of Krams Avenue from

4 Silverwood Street to a point

5 approximately 65 feet southwestwardly

6 therefrom. Krams Avenue at this location
7 IS not open to vehicular traffic due to

8 the steep slope of this area. A

9 City-maintained stairway extending within
10 the northwesterly half of this street

11 provides for pedestrian traffic. The

12 owner of the abutting parcel on the

13 southeast 1s seeking to use the

14 southeasterly half of Krams Avenue to

15 provide off-street parking for the

16 residential dwelling currently under

17 construction.

18 This ordinance is supported by
19 the Department of Streets and is
20 recommended to your Committee for
21 favorable action.
22 MS. CHIU: Good morning,
23 Chairman Squilla and members of Streets
24 Services Committee. 1°m Sarah Chiu, City
25 Planner with the Philadelphia City
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2 Planning Commission. 1"m here to testify
3 on Bill No. 150012, which was i1ntroduced
4 by Councilmember Jones on January 22nd,

5 2015.

6 Bill No. 150012 strikes from

7 the City Plan the southeasterly half 15

8 feet of Krams Avenue from Silverwood

9 Street to a point approximately 65 feet.
10 This portion of Krams Avenue iIs not open
11 to vehicular traffic due to the steep

12 slope 1In this area. Additionally, there
13 IS an existing stairway along the western
14 curbline of Krams Avenue to permit

15 pedestrians to negotiate the slope. The
16 stairway is unaffected by this street

17 striking action.

18 At 1ts meeting on February

19 17th, 2015, the City Planning Commission
20 recommended Bill No. 150012 for approval.
21 This concludes my testimony. |
22 appreciate the opportunity to testify
23 before you today and would be pleased to
24 answer any questions you may have.
25 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Councilman
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2 Neilson.

3 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: Yes. In

4 your testimony you say 15 by 65 foot and
5 they"re going to use it for parking?

6 MR. MORELLI: That"s correct.

7 The whole portion -- 1t"s the depth of

8 this property. We"re going to strike the
9 65 feet back and then half the width of
10 the roadway.

11 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: So we"re
12 doing this for a developer to provide

13 parking?

14 MR. MORELLI: Correct.

15 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: That"s

16 your testimony?

17 MR. MORELLI: That"s correct.
18 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: And how 1is
19 the City being compensated for this land
20 that we"re giving up?
21 MR. MORELLI: The street was --
22 the City didn"t pay damages when we
23 opened the street, so, therefore, when we
24 strike the street, the City iIsn"t
25 compensated for i1t. Only when we pay
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2 damages 1n opening a street do we get

3 compensated for it.

4 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: So we"re
5 giving 15 foot by 65 foot of property

6 away?

7 MR. MORELLI: Correct.

8 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: And we"re
9 not getting compensated for 1t?

10 MR. MORELLI: No. There"s no
11 compensation.

12 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: Are we 1n
13 the practice of giving City land away

14 like that?

15 MR. MORELLI: Well, for the

16 Streets Department, we"re concerned for
17 pedestrian and vehicular traffic. The
18 steep slope of this, we could never

19 develop a roadway through this section.
20 So we look at 1t as excess inventory for
21 street purposes that we"re liable for the
22 maintenance of at this point.
23 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: How 1is
24 this land going to be transferred?
25 MR. MORELLI: Once it"s
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2 stricken from the City Plan, there would
3 be a deed prepared to include i1t iIn the
4 adjoining person®s parcel of ground.

) COUNCILMAN NEILSON: 1Is this

6 for one i1ndividual or for multiple

7 individuals?

8 MR. MORELLI: 1It"s for one

9 individual.

10 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: Thank you,
11 Mr. Chairman.

12 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any other
13 questions?

14 (No response.)

15 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing

16 none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
17 No. 1500127

18 (No response.)

19 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
20 Mr. McMonagle --
21 COUNCILMAN NEILSON:
22 Mr. Chairman, 1 just want to make certain
23 I get this straight.
24 This happens all the time, you
25 say?
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2 MR. MORELLI: Correct.

3 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: So 1f the
4 City owned any land on a hill, we just

5 give i1t away?

6 MR. MORELLI: No. There"s

7 streets on the City Plan that have never
8 been 1mproved and we don®t have any

9 intention of ever improving them, so iIf
10 we"re petitioned to strike them in that
11 situation, we would strike them. And on
12 some of the streets, we are compensated.
13 It"s how we acquired them.

14 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: Were all
15 the residential properties along this

16 street offered some of this land that

17 we"re giving away?

18 MR. MORELLI: No. 1It"s just
19 the adjoiner. Now, the adjoiner on the
20 other side, he will be -- he"ll sign off
21 on It 1n agreement that he®"s supportive
22 of i1t.
23 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: So I™m not
24 sure Krams Avenue. | think there®s two
25 sides that abut behind the houses. Is
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2 that what we"re looking at?

3 MR. MORELLI: Say 1t again.

4 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: I"m not

5 certain on the neighborhood. There®s

6 houses on both sides of this?

7 MR. MORELLI: If you would

8 want, I have a map. | can show 1t to

9 yOou .

10 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: That would
11 be great.

12 MR. MORELLI: Councilman, all
13 of the homes are fronting along

14 Silverwood along that area.

15 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: Okay. So
16 this will only affect the two homes?

17 MR. MORELLI: Correct.

18 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: And how

19 about the stairway, the stairway is still
20 staying there?
21 MR. MORELLI: That is correct.
22 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: And who 1is
23 going to maintain that?
24 MR. MORELLI: 1t"s always been
25 the Streets Department maintains the
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2 stairwell.

3 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: All right.
4 Thank you.

5 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any other
6 questions?

7 (No response.)

8 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing

9 none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
10 1500127

11 (No response.)

12 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing

13 none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

14 title of the next bill.

15 THE CLERK: Bill No. 150094, an
16 ordinance amending Section 2 of an

17 ordinance (Bill No. 120903) approved

18 January 14, 2013, entitled "An ordinance
19 authorizing the revision of lines and
20 grades on a portion of City Plan No. 156
21 by striking from the City Plan Fourth
22 Street from Allegheny Avenue to
23 Lippincott Street, striking from the City
24 Plan Lippincott Street from Fourth Street
25 to 1ts terminus westwardly therefrom,
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2 reserving and placing on the City Plan a
3 right-of-way for sewer and drainage
4 purposes within the lines of Lippincott
5 Street being stricken, placing on the
6 City Plan a right-of-way for sewer and
7 drainage purposes extending from the
8 intersection of Fourth Street and
9 Lippincott Street eastwardly to the
10 intersection of American Street and
11 Lippincott Street, and placing on the
12 City Plan a right-of-way for sewer and
13 drainage purposes extending from the
14 intersection of Clearfield Street, Fourth
15 Street, and Gurney Street northeastwardly
16 to the intersection of American Street
17 and Lippincott Street and authorizing the
18 acceptance of the grant to the City of
19 the said rights-of-way for sewer and
20 drainage purposes, all under certain
21 terms and conditions,"” by extending the
22 period for compliance with the terms and
23 conditions stated therein.
24 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please
25 proceed.
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2 MR. MORELLI: Good morning,

3 Mr. Chairman and members of the

4 Committee. My name is Frank Morelli,

5 Survey Bureau Manager of the Department

6 of Streets, and the Department of Streets

7 would like to offer the following

8 testimony on Bill No. 150094.

9 This 1s not an Administration
10 ordinance, but an ordinance requested by
11 Mr. Peter Tantala of Tantala Associates,
12 Incorporated.

13 The purpose of this ordinance
14 Is to amend a previous ordinance (Bill

15 No. 120903) which authorized the striking
16 from the City Plan of 4th street, from

17 Allegheny Avenue to Lippincott Street,

18 and Lippincott Street from 4th Street to
19 Its terminus westwardly therefrom, and

20 placing on the City Plan of several

21 rights-of-way for sewer and drainage

22 purposes. This amendment will extend the
23 time period for compliance with the terms
24 and conditions of the authorizing

25 ordinance for an additional two years.
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2 The streets proposed to be stricken are
3 not paved and not open to the public

4 traffic, and the Streets Department is

5 not desirous of constructing streets at
6 this location. The proposed

7 rights-of-way for sewer and drainage

8 purposes will encompass the existing

9 sewers which traverse the site and which
10 will remain in place. This action will
11 facilitate the plans for a proposed

12 commercial development at this location.
13 This ordinance is supported by
14 the Department of Streets and is

15 recommended to your Committee for

16 favorable action.

17 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
18 Please proceed.

19 MS. CHIU: Good morning,
20 Chairman Squilla and members of Streets
21 and Services Committee. 1°m Sarah Chiu,
22 City Planner with the Philadelphia City
23 Planning Commission. 1"m here to testify
24 on Bill No. 150094, which was introduced
25 by Councilmember Sanchez on February
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2 12th, 2015.

3 Bill No. 150094 will extend the
4 period for compliance with the terms and
5 conditions of the original ordinance,

6 Bill No. 120903. The City Planning

7 Commission had recommended approval for

8 Bill No. 120903 on December 11th, 2012.

9 The bill is consistent with the

10 previously approved bill.

11 At 1ts meeting of March 17th,
12 2015, the Planning Commission recommended
13 Bill No. 150094 approval as an item in

14 accord with previous policy.

15 This concludes my testimony. |
16 appreciate the opportunity to testify

17 before you today and would be pleased to
18 answer any questions you may have.

19 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any
20 questions?
21 (No response.)
22 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: No
23 questions. Anybody else here to testify
24 on Bill No. 1500947
25 (No response.)
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2 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing

3 none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

4 title of the next bill.

5 Thank you for your testimony.

6 THE CLERK: Bill No. 150092, an
7 ordinance authorizing Lisa Lombardo to

8 construct, own, and maintain an exterior
9 metal staircase encroachment at 2400

10 South Woodstock Street, Philadelphia, PA
11 19145, all under certain terms and

12 conditions.

13 (Witness approached witness

14 table.)

15 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please

16 proceed.

17 MR. TORRENCE: Good morning,

18 Chairman Squilla and members of the

19 Streets and Services Committee. My name
20 Is St. Martin Torrence. |I"m the Director
21 of Legislative Affairs for the Department
22 of Streets. |I"m here to offer testimony
23 on Bill No. 150092.
24 This bill authorizes Lisa
25 Lombardo to construct, own, and maintain
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2 an exterior metal stailrcase encroachment
3 at 2400 South Woodstock Street,

4 Philadelphia, PA 19145 as follows:

5 Encroachment description: A

6 steel staircase with corrugated roof

7 decking from a point on the southerly

8 footway of Ritner Street, approximately 1
9 foot from the building corner of 2400

10 Woodstock Street. From said point,

11 extending towards Woodstock Street for a
12 distance of approximately 21 feet and

13 extending 4 feet 6 inches iInto the

14 southerly footway of Ritner Street, with
15 7 feet 6 iInches of clear sidewalk

16 remaining. This encroachment, being of
17 variable height, will extend from 9 feet
18 to no more than 19 feet above the footway
19 of Ritner Street.
20 The Streets Department offers
21 no objections to the proposed
22 encroachment.
23 Thank you for your time. This
24 concludes my testimony.
25 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
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2 MS. CHIU: Good morning,

3 Chairman Squilla and members of Streets
4 and Services Committee. 1"m Sarah Chiu,
5 City Planner with the Philadelphia City
6 Planning Commission. 1"m here to testify
7 on Bill No. 150092, which was i1ntroduced
8 by Councilmember Johnson on February

9 12th, 2015.

10 Bill No. 150092 will authorize
11 the construction of a steel staircase

12 with corrugated roof decking on the

13 southern footway of Ritner Street near
14 Woodstock Street. The stailrcase

15 encroaches 4 feet and 6 inches onto the
16 footway and leaves 7 feet and 6 iInches
17 walkway for pedestrians. The proposed
18 encroachment will leave sufficient

19 walking zone for pedestrians.
20 The City Planning Commission
21 recommended Bill No. 150092 for approval
22 as an item in accord with previous
23 policy.
24 This concludes my testimony. |
25 appreciate the opportunity to testify
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2 before you today and would be pleased to
3 answer any questions you may have.

4 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any

5 questions?

6 (No response.)

7 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing

8 none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
9 No. 1500927

10 (No response.)

11 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
12 for your testimony.

13 Mr. McMonagle, please read the
14 title of the next bill.

15 THE CLERK: Bill No. 150095, an
16 ordinance establishing a no truck parking
17 regulation on the 5800 block of Cottage
18 Street, between Harbison Avenue and Van
19 Kirk Street, on both sides of the street.
20 (Witness approached witness
21 table.)
22 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please
23 state your name for the record and then
24 proceed.
25 MR. CINCIRUK: Good morning,
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2 Mr. Chairman and members of the Streets
3 and Services Committee. Thank you for
4 the opportunity to appear before you

5 today. My name i1s Nicholas Cinciruk,

6 District Traffic Engineer for the

7 Department of Streets. 1 am here today
8 to offer testimony on Bill No. 150095.
9 This regulation was posted on
10 December 2nd, 2014 as a trial. We have
11 not received any complaints or concerns
12 from the residents. As such, the

13 Department of Streets has no objections
14 to this bill.

15 Thank you for the opportunity
16 to appear before you today. |1 would be
17 happy to answer any questions you may
18 have at this time.

19 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any
20 questions?
21 (No response.)
22 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
23 none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
24 No. 1500957
25 (No response.)
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2 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing

3 none, thank you.

4 Mr. McMonagle, please read the
5 title of the last bill.

6 (Pause.)

7 (Witness approached witness

8 table.)

9 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Mr.

10 McMonagle, please read the title of the
11 bill and then we"ll have Mr. Christmas

12 explain the amendments to the Committee
13 and then we"ll move forward. Thank you.
14 THE CLERK: Bill No. 140644, an
15 ordinance amending Section 9-203 of The
16 Philadelphia Code, entitled '"Street

17 Vendors,"™ by providing for the iInspection
18 and regulation of mobile food vehicles

19 that use propane or other combustible
20 fuel, adding definitions, providing for
21 enforcement and penalties and making
22 technical changes, all under certain
23 terms and conditions.
24 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
25 Mr. Christmas, would you like
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2 to just state your name for the record

3 and then proceed with the explanation of
4 the amendments to this bill.

5 MR. CHRISTMAS: Thank you,

6 Mr. Chair. My name i1s John Christmas.

7 The proposed amendments for

8 Bill 140644 are -- the first one can be

9 found on Page 2 of the amendment at (b),
10 first little (1) where the semi-closed

11 cabinet where the propane tank can be

12 housed. At the industry"s request, the
13 Mobile Food Association industry®s

14 request, that the top of the

15 semi-enclosed cabinet not be required to
16 be vented. It just appears that when

17 they"re manufactured, they"re vented from
18 the bottom. It i1s not a safety concern
19 about 1t not being vented at the top
20 because the gas sinks. 1It"s heavier than
21 alr and 1t"s vented from the bottom for
22 that reason, and so we made that change.
23 The second change that we made
24 on that page is at (e), a mobile food
25 vehicle shall carry no more than -- it
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2 had said 40 pounds of propane or natural
3 gas. It now says 120 pounds. And it

4 used to say that i1t could only be 1iIn

5 40-pound -- one 40-pound tank, because it
6 was going to be carried, or two 20-pound
7 tanks. Now 1t"s going to be three

8 40-pound tanks. And the Fire Department
9 has indicated that 40-pound tanks have

10 certain safety features, so they wanted
11 us to keep i1t using the 40-pound tanks

12 and that they are going to do some

13 research, because the Mobile Food

14 Association folks have indicated that now
15 there are hundred-pound tanks that are

16 available that also have the same safety
17 feature as the 40-pound tank, and the

18 Fire Department wants to go and

19 independently learn that and check that.
20 So that"s that change.
21 Then on Page 3 --
22 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: John,
23 can 1 have a question around that?
24 MR. CHRISTMAS: Sure.
25 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: So what
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2 IS wrong with us saying that the Fire
3 Department will promulgate regulations
4 based on what their safety standards are
5 so that we don"t have to come back and
6 amend 1t? Because you®"re being specific
7 here. So you could also say the Fire
8 Department will regulate what 1t deems
9 passes i1ts safety measures versus being
10 that specific. |Is there a problem with
11 that?
12 MR. CHRISTMAS: There"s not a
13 problem with that, and 1t they were to
14 recommend to us that we®ll do by
15 regulation what the volume of gas that
16 should be allowed to be carried, we"re
17 really not opposed to that, except to say
18 that we believe -- the industry right
19 now, I"m to understand, is carrying 160
20 pounds typically. So this iIs -- so as
21 long as 1t makes sense from a business
22 standpoint and from a safety standpoint.
23 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: That"s
24 what 1"m agreeing. What I don"t want is
25 for us to be as a Committee hearing --
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2 I*m not an expert; the Fire Department
3 iIs. | trust their expertise.
4 MR. CHRISTMAS: Sure.
) COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: 1 want
6 them to have -- because this i1s a moving
7 target, because this i1s becoming so
8 popular, the summer i1s coming, all of
9 these things, | want them to have the
10 freedom -- we"re not going to be in
11 Council 1n the summer having sessions. |
12 want them to have the freedom to
13 determine what is safety in their minds,
14 because they have to regulate i1t, not us.
15 MR. CHRISTMAS: And to that
16 point, they"re very comfortable with the
17 40-pound tanks, something with which they
18 have a lot of experience, and this
19 amendment i1s guided by that experience.
20 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Okay.
21 MR. CHRISTMAS: And then at the
22 top of Page 3 1s an amendment. So
23 reports were required to be sent
24 quarterly by food truck operators. That
25 was very impractical for the Fire
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2 Department to receive all these reports.
3 So these reports will not be -- don"t
4 need to be sent to the Fire Department.
5 The bill requires that these reports,
6 which are due every 90 days, have to just
7 be on the truck. So 1f the Fire
8 Department comes up, they could say, 1
9 want to see the report. And we"re going
10 to go with that regime.
11 Also, the Fire Department is
12 not required to perform the iInspection.
13 Another thing that the Fire Department,
14 you know, §s just -- they don"t want to
15 have to do that. And what the bill
16 actually requires iIs that i1t be done by a
17 propane professional, the same type of
18 person who would be actually refilling
19 the tank when they need to be refilled.
20 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: So they
21 will have a certification on the tank
22 from the external certifying agency?
23 MR. CHRISTMAS: Yeah, with the
24 90-day report.
25 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Okay.
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2 MR. CHRISTMAS: And --

3 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: And that"s
4 part of this amendment, John?

) MR. CHRISTMAS: Well, the bill
6 already required a 90-day report.

7 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: And the

8 bill requires the Fire Department to

9 inspect i1t, correct? The bill requires
10 the Fire Department to inspect 1t?

11 MR. CHRISTMAS: 1t does not

12 require. It requires a professional

13 propane provider entity to do the

14 Inspections.

15 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: So this

16 amendment removed --

17 MR. CHRISTMAS: It never said
18 that the Fire Department had to perform
19 the 1nspection. It said that the report
20 had to be received by the Fire
21 Department.
22 And then the final amendment is
23 that the bill had required that propane
24 facility providers maintain the reports
25 of all of these entities, and that"s not
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2 required anymore. So that propane

3 providers don"t have to maintain reports
4 of food truck refills and food truck

5 safety reports. And we"re not less safe
6 because of that.

7 So those were the proposed

8 amendments at this point, and as | say,

9 the Fire Department wants to come back

10 and have further conversation, possible
11 amendments around the size of tanks.

12 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: My

13 question is real quick before we go on to
14 the other questions. |If we were to say
15 that these were the preferred methods but
16 the regulations could be changed and

17 altered by the Fire Department at any

18 time, 1s that something that would stand
19 as far as giving them the power to
20 regulate and/or change? Because if not,
21 we"re going to have to change this every
22 time we find something new, It new tanks
23 come out, bigger tanks come out or
24 whatever 1t iIs. You"re going to have to
25 come back to Council every time.
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2 MR. CHRISTMAS: | mean, that"s
3 a great i1dea. | could, and 1t -- when
4 they come back, 1 will note even -- iIf
5 they come back to me with a certain
6 number or a certain type of tank, 111
7 add language that says "or as otherwise
8 provided by the Fire Department by
9 regulation.”
10 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: All right.
11 Thank you. Thank you.
12 Council President.
13 COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE: 1
14 can wait until the rest of the questions.
15 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: No. We"re
16 good.
17 COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: I1™m
18 good.
19 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: We spoke
20 already.
21 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Council
22 President.
23 COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
24 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
25 Thank you, Mr. Christmas. Just
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2 briefly, and thank you to our illustrious
3 Fire Department and all of the people
4 from the industry. 1 just want to say
5 thanks for all the work that"s been done.
6 It looks like we"ve reached a
7 reasonable accommodation for both folks
8 in the industry and folks in the safety
9 division of the City of Philadelphia, but
10 I think that ultimately at some point we
11 understand this whole jurisdictional
12 Issue with respect to some of the
13 inspections, that ultimately 1t"s our
14 hope that we enter Into some sort of an
15 agreement with the state to give us, on
16 the local level, the authorization to
17 have full inspection authority. But at
18 this point, 1 think that this iIs a
19 reasonable approach to setting certain
20 safety standards so we can make sure that
21 what"s out here now is safe and
22 reasonable while allowing the iIndustry to
23 continue to grow. 1 agree with
24 Councilwoman Sanchez, this is probably
25 one of the fastest growing food
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2 industries and anticipate that 1t will

3 continue to grow, but 1 just want to make
4 sure that everybody is comfortable,

5 particularly In these very high dense

6 areas.

7 So 1t"s our hope that we can

8 get these amendments adopted today and

9 continue conversation with the state to
10 get some further inspection authority.

11 Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

12 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you,
13 Mr. President.

14 All right. 1 guess can we

15 listen to the testimony for this and

16 decide how to move forward. Anyone else
17 here to testify on Bill No. 1406447?

18 (Witness approached witness

19 table.)
20 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:
21 Mr. Resnick, please state your name for
22 the record and then proceed with your
23 testimony.
24 MR. RESNICK: Good morning,
25 Mr. Chair, members of the Committee. My
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2 name i1s Michael Resnick, Director of

3 Public Safety for the City of

4 Philadelphia.

5 The Fire Department, Deputy

6 Commissioner Corrigan, Deputy

7 Commissioner for Technical Services, and
8 Deputy Commissioner Jesse Wilson, Deputy
9 Commissioner of Operations, were prepared
10 to give testimony on the previous

11 iteration of this bill. We understand

12 that there were amendments that were just
13 introduced which change the tenor of the
14 bill, so I believe that the testimony

15 that was previously prepared for the

16 previous bill i1s no longer relevant, so I
17 don"t want them to give that testimony.
18 It"s also my understanding that
19 the bill would be held to allow us to
20 work out some of these issues. And 1
21 just wanted to put on the record the fact
22 that the City of Philadelphia, the Fire
23 Department, and the other City agencies
24 will continue to work closely with
25 Council, the Council President®s office,
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2 Mr. Christmas, the industry to formulate
3 a bill that assists the industry but also
4 guarantees safety for the citizens,

5 because this i1s a very important

6 life-safety i1ssue. So we"re committed to
7 continue to work with and formulate

8 changes i1n this bill and to provide

9 guidance and research and information to
10 staff to make sure that we get this

11 right.

12 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Do you

13 think sort of what Councilwoman Sanchez
14 said about giving the regulating

15 authority to the Fire Department to have
16 those regulations i1n place and/or

17 changed, the ability to change as when

18 new regulations seem to be needed, that
19 that would be something that would adhere
20 to what the Fire Department would like?
21 MR. RESNICK: 1 think we would
22 like to go back and study the issue. And
23 I understand the Councilwoman®s point. 1
24 mean, that provides us with flexibility
25 when industry standards and best
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2 practices change. We don"t have to come
3 back here and revisit 1t. That's a

4 possibility, but we had a conversation in
5 the back in the corner about half an hour
6 ago and 1 don*"t want to commit to

7 anything that we discussed in the back In
8 the corner a half hour ago. 1°d like the
9 professionals to go back and do their

10 research, do their due diligence and

11 inform me what their opinion i1s, and then
12 we can come back and work with the

13 Council staff to make sure the changes

14 are appropriate.

15 But I understand the purpose of
16 it. Sitting here, 1t sounds like a good
17 idea, but 1°d like to be able to go back
18 and really research the issue.

19 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Councilman
20 Neilson.
21 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: Thank you,
22 Mr. Resnick, for your testimony today. |
23 just want to point out to the Department,
24 I know they"re up to date on NFPA. The
25 NFPA 1 and 96 both have a committee
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2 together right now that are investigating
3 the best way to regulate these food
4 trucks, and I would just bring your
5 attention to 1t. 1 know someone from the
6 Department sits down there, so maybe they
7 can look that up. But they"re looking
8 now to amend Section 1 and 96, both of
9 them, to regulate these on a nationwide
10 level for the safety of trucks, the
11 equipment put iIn these trucks, and
12 everything else. So 1 just wanted to
13 point that out and put that on the record
14 for you.
15 I have nothing further.
16 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: All right.
17 Thank you.
18 Is there any other testimony on
19 Bill No. 140644, as amended?
20 Please proceed to the table.
21 (Witnesses approached witness
22 table.)
23 MR. MITCHELL: My name is
24 Robert Mitchell and I"m here to represent
25 the Philadelphia Mobile Food Association.

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622

You created this PDF from an application that is not licensed to print to novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)



http://www.novapdf.com/

Committee on Streets and Services
March 30, 2015

Page 65

1 3/30/15 - STREETS - BILL 140644, etc.

2 1"d like to start by thanking the

3 Committee of Streets, particularly

4 Councilman Squilla and his office, for

5 your unwavering support of food trucks

6 since our inception with the PMFA, and

7 1"d like to thank the Fire Commissioner®s
8 office for their involvement and i1nput.

9 The Philadelphia Mobile Food

10 Association would like to commend Council
11 President Clarke and his office for his
12 vested interest iIn the well-being of

13 Philadelphians with regard to propane

14 safety and i1ts application to mobile food
15 vending vehicles. Drawing off of member
16 input from the 100-plus mobile food

17 operators that we represent, the PMFA

18 thanks you and welcomes the opportunity
19 to further discuss improvements to Bill
20 No. 140644 as this legislation continues
21 to be discussed and moves forward.
22 The Philadelphia Mobile Food
23 Association holds food and fire safety
24 sacrosanct on our list of priorities in
25 serving the consumers of our great city.
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2 Propane safety in particular was, i1s, and
3 continues to be an area of vigilance for
4 all members of our association as we take
5 substantial measures to educate our
6 truckers on safe and effective propane
7 handling.
8 In light of conversations with
9 Council President Clarke®"s office and the
10 Fire Department, we are optimistic about
11 exploring these impending revisions to
12 the bill and look forward to continued
13 discussion.
14 In closing, the PMFA wants to
15 reiterate our vested interest iIn
16 promoting propane safety throughout our
17 industry. Although multiple areas of
18 change are being discussed as potential
19 safety precautions, we Firmly believe the
20 two most crucial factors in maximizing
21 propane safety are, fTirst, assuring the
22 integrity and credibility of the food
23 truck buirlder. By this, we mean the
24 truck buirlder should operate out of a
25 licensed facility, understand the
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2 engineering of piping, use NSF products,
3 and have a proven track record with

4 building trucks.

5 Secondly, mandating truck

6 operators to establish a propane safety

7 protocol. We take this measure with our
8 members already and do understand that

9 education and consistency i1s the key. By
10 addressing both of these areas, along

11 with revisions that we"ve already

12 discussed to this ordinance, we believe
13 the PMFA and the City of Philadelphia can
14 create a consistently safe environment

15 for mobile food vendors and consumers.

16 We thank Committee and Council
17 President Clarke and his office and look
18 forward to taking these revisions back to
19 our membership.
20 Thank you.
21 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
22 Any questions?
23 Councillman Neilson.
24 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: 1 always
25 have questions.
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2 You talked about propane safety
3 protocol and your members. Do you have
4 classes now or do you do any education
5 with your members currently?
6 MR. MITCHELL: Absolutely. We
7 hold classes two to four times per year
8 for our members on areas ranging from the
9 economics of food truck vending to
10 maintenance and repair and in particular
11 propane safety. As of the moment, the
12 safety precautions that we list for our
13 members i1s for them to use the soapy
14 water spray test; to properly maintain
15 hoses and regulators; purchase their
16 propane from a reputable source;
17 establish a protocol list for all
18 employees who work on that truck with
19 regard to propane; to keep their valves
20 closed when not i1n use; to familiarize
21 themselves with their cooking equipment;
22 to absolutely not smoke In the vicinity
23 of propane; to shut off their valves;
24 when they do run out of propane, there's
25 a leak In —- I"m sorry; as leaving the
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2 valve open can cause moisture and air to
3 get in and produce rust iInside the tank,
4 which would, therefore, make the odor

5 smell less than pungent and less

6 detectable.

7 We ask them to visually inspect
8 tanks regularly for rust or corrosion.

9 We mandate that they replace tanks if

10 rusted, corroded or physically impaired.
11 We"re always abiding by the shelf life

12 that i1s engraved on the tank. We ask

13 that they clear any snow or debris from
14 their tanks during winter, and we know

15 that the soapy water test iIs a strong

16 test, but we"re also now encouraging them
17 to use gas leak detectors.

18 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: Thank you.
19 When you talk about purchasing propane
20 from a reputable source, isn"t propane
21 regulated by the Commonwealth and other
22 federal agencies on where to buy and sell
23 the propane?
24 MR. MITCHELL: I believe it 1is.
25 I know that we, our members, purchase
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2 from licensed liquid propane.

3 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: Licensed

4 by the Department of Labor and Industry?
) MR. MITCHELL: Correct.

6 COUNCILMAN NEILSON: Of

7 Pennsylvania. All right. Thank you.

8 I have no further questions,

9 Mr. Chairman.

10 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
11 Any other questions?

12 (No response.)

13 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Again,

14 thank you for your testimony and for your
15 advocacy for this industry, and I™m

16 looking forward to all the rules and

17 regulations to make this a more

18 flourishing and better industry here in
19 the City of Philadelphia.
20 Anyone else here to testify now
21 on Bill No. 1406447
22 (No response.)
23 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
24 none, 1°d like to end the hearing and go
25 into committee.
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2 Councilman Greenlee.

3 COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Thank
4 you, Mr. Chairman. First, I move the

5 adoption of the amendments to Bill No.
6 140644 .

7 (Duly seconded.)

8 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: All 1n

9 favor?

10 (Aye.)

11 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any

12 opposed?

13 (No response.)

14 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: The ayes
15 have 1t. The amendment to Bill No.

16 140644 has been granted.

17 COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Mr.

18 Chairman, 1 move that Bill No. 140644, as
19 amended, be referred back into the
20 Streets and Services Committee.
21 (Duly seconded.)
22 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: All 1n
23 favor?
24 (Aye.)
25 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any
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2 opposed?

3 (No response.)

4 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: The ayes

5 have i1t. Bill No. 140644, as amended,

6 will be referred back to Committee.

7 Councilman Greenlee.

8 COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:

9 Mr. Chairman, 1 move the adoption of the
10 other amendments to Bill Nos. 150013,
11 150148, and 150171.

12 (Duly seconded.)

13 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: All 1n
14 favor?

15 (Aye.)

16 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any

17 opposed?

18 (No response.)

19 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: The ayes
20 have i1t. Bills No. 150013, 150148, and
21 150171 have been amended and approved.
22 Councilman Greenlee.

23 COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:

24 Mr. Chairman, 1 move that the following
25 bills be reported out of this Committee
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2 with a favorable recommendation and that
3 the rules of Council be suspended to
4 allow for first reading at our next
5 session of Council: Bill Nos. 150013 as
6 amended, 150172, 140751, 150148 as
7 amended, 150171 as amended, 141029,
8 150012, 150094, 150092, and 150095.
9 (Duly seconded.)
10 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: All 1n
11 favor?
12 (Aye.)
13 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any
14 opposed?
15 (No response.)
16 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: The ayes
17 have i1t. All bills read into the record
18 have been approved with suspension of the
19 rules to be read at the fTirst hearing of
20 Council.
21 That will end our session.
22 Thank you so much.
23 (Committee on Streets and
24 Services concluded at 11:30 a.m.)
25 - - -
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2 CERTIFICATE

3 I HEREBY CERTIFY that the

4 proceedings, evidence and objections are

5 contained fully and accurately in the

6 stenographic notes taken by me upon the

7 foregoing matter, and that this i1s a true and
8 correct transcript of same.

9

10

11

12

13 -

14 MICHELE L. MURPHY

15 RPR-Notary Public

16

17

18

19 (The foregoing certification of this
20  transcript does not apply to any reproduction
21 of the same by any means, unless under the
22 direct control and/or supervision of the
23 certifying reporter.)
24
25
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