Commi ttee of the Whol e
12/ 02/ 2024

COUNCI L OF THE I TY OF PH LADELPH A

COW TTEE OF THE WHOLE

Room 400, City Hall

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a
Monday, Decenber 2, 2024
6:10 p.m

PRESENT:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCI LWOVAN NI NA AHVAD
COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS
COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROCKS
COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL
COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER
COUNCI LMAN JI' M HARRI TY

COUNCI LWOVAN RUE LANDAU
COUNCI LWOVAN QUETCY M LOGZADA
COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS
COUNCI LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE
COUNCI LMAN MARK SQUI LLA
COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS
COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG JR

BILLS: 240966, 240967, 240968, 240969,
240970, 240971, 240972, 240973
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JOHNSON

JOHNSON

JOHNSON

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
Good eveni ng, everyone.
(Good evening.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
Good eveni ng, everyone.
(Good evening.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT

This is the public hearing

of the Commttee of the Wole

regarding Bill Nos. 240966, 240967,

240968, 240969, 240970, 240971,

240972 and 240973. | want to thank

all of you for being here today.

Before calling the roll,

| would |like to announce that we

have transl ati on servi ces avail abl e

for anyone present at today's

heari ng.

I f needed, please go to

the table to ny left. Services are

of fered in Mandari n and Cant onese.

M. Christmas, would you

pl ease call the roll to take

at t endance.
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Squi l I a.

Gaut hi er.

Present.

Jones.

Young.

Driscoll.

Present.

Lozada.

Present.

Bass.

THE CLERK: Counci | man

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Council Lady

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

THE CLERK: Counci |l man

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | man

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

THE CLERK: Council Lady

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

THE CLERK: Council Lady

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
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Present.

Philli ps.

Present.

O Neill.

THE CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

THE CLERK: Counci |l man

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Council Lady

G I nore Ri chardson.

Thonas.

Present.

Harrity.

Present.

Ahnmad.

Present.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

THE CLERK: Counci |l man

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

THE CLERK: Council Lady

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:

THE CLERK: Council Lady
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Landau.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Council Lady
Br ooks.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | man
O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Present .

THE CLERK: Counci |
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Present. Thank you very
much, M. Christmas. A quorum of
this Commttee is present and the
hearing is now called to order.
Bef ore we begin, | want to thank
everyone for being here this evening
as we hear public conment on the
proposed Arena bill which is before
us today.

We wel cone all comments
in support as well as in opposition

of the proposal. Al we ask is that
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you respect the process and respect
our |legislative process as well.
Joining us this evening, as every
eveni ng during our hearings, to ny
left is the Ofice of Cvil Affairs
who will be working with us this
evening, the Sheriff's Departnent
who's working with us this evening
and the Phil adel phia Police
Depart nent .

We know that this is
going to be a lively debate and
di scussion, as it always is. W
just ask again for everyone to be
respectful of one another during
this proceedi ng. Based upon our
ext ensi vely super long public
comment list, individuals wll be
given one mnute to speak pro or con
on the proposal.

" mal so going to ask
because we've seen throughout this
process that there are individuals

who have never had an opportunity to
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cone down here and speak, so rather
you are for or against this if you
have al ready spoken sever al
different tines during our public
comment period, please be

consi derate of individuals who
didn't have the opportunity to give
public comrent.

W' ve reviewed our |ist
and we have seen that there are
several individuals and you have the
right to, but we just want everyone
to have the opportunity to be heard.
Al so, when you're giving your public
conmrent, when the Sergeant-at-Arns
just gives you a nice nudge to |et
you know t hat your comments are
comng to a close, please be
respectful of him But if you don't
want to be respectful of him be
respectful of the next individual
who woul d like to give public
coment on this topic.

Wth that being said,
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M. Christmas, can you pl ease read
the title of the bills.

THE CLERK: Bill 240966,
to grant the necessary
aut hori zations for the City to help
facilitate devel opnent,
construction, and operation of a new
arena for the Phil adel phia 76ers
pr of essi onal basketball team and for
ot her uses, including authorizing
t he Commi ssioner of Public Property
and such other Gty officials as may
be appropriate, on behalf of the
Cty, to enter into the follow ng
agreenents and take the foll ow ng
actions: (1) acquire fee sinple
title to all or portions of
1001- 1025 Fil bert Street, 1001-1019
Mar ket Street, and 1025 Mar ket
Street (together, the "Market and
Filbert Street Properties"); (2)
acquire fee sinple title to other
parcels of |and, aerial areas and

subsurface areas in the vicinity of
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the Market and Filbert Street
Properties including, wthout
limtation, those areas reverting to
the Gty or other parties in
connection with the striking of
certain aerial portions of Tenth
Street between Market Street and
Filbert Street (the "Additional
Properties”) and certain other
near by parcels and areas; (3) enter
into a ground | ease agreenent (the
“Lease") with the Philadel phia

Aut hority for Industrial Devel opnent
("PAID'") under which the Cty would
| ease to PAID all or a portion of
the Market and Fil bert Street
Properties and the Additional
Properties, if any, and other
parcel s and subsurface areas the
Cty nowowns in the vicinity of
those properties, all of which
collectively would constitute the
“Arena Site"; (4) join in or consent

to a subl ease and devel opnent
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agreenent (the "Subl ease") between
PAI D and either CBL Arena LLC
("ArenaCo"), an entity affiliated
with the Phil adel phia 76ers, L.P.
(the "76ers"), or another entity
affiliated with the 76ers, under

whi ch ArenaCo or other 76ers related
entity would subl ease the Arena Site
and cause an arena to be constructed
on it, including a nulti-purpose
sports and entertai nnent facility
and ancillary, accessory, and

rel ated anmenities, inprovenents, and
infrastructure (the "Arena") and
agree to other related conditions;
(5) upon the expiration or

term nation of the Subl ease or other
circunstances set forth in the

Subl ease, convey fee sinple title to
the Arena Site to PAID for

di sposition to ArenaCo; (6) grant,
accept, anend, relocate and
extingui sh easenents, agreenents,

condi ti ons, covenants and
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restrictions encunbering or
benefiting the Arena Site and any
City owned property adjacent to the
Arena Site for the benefit of the
Arena Site to facilitate
construction and operation of the
Arena; (7) enter into a direct
operating covenants agreenent anong
the 76ers, PAID and the City, under
whi ch the 76ers agree to play
substantially all of their regular
season and pl ayoff home ganes in the
Arena; and (8) take all actions
necessary and appropriate to
acconplish the intent and purpose of
this Ordinance; all under certain
ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 240967,
aut hori zi ng and approving the
execution and delivery of a Service
Agreenent between the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a and t he Phil adel phi a
Aut hority for Industrial Devel opnent

relating to the provision by the
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Phi | adel phia Authority for

I ndustrial Devel opnent of certain
project-related services to pronote,
anong ot her things, the growth and
expansi on of busi ness, comrerce and
tourismwithin the Gty of

Phi | adel phia in connection with the
devel oprment of a nulti-purpose
sports and entertai nment facility,

I ncluding an arena to acconmodat e
Nat i onal Basketball Associ ation
ganes, and famly entertai nnent,
community, retail and other uses;
aut hori zi ng and approving the
obligation of the Cty of

Phi | adel phia to pay in full when due
the Service Fee and ot her anounts
payabl e under the Service Agreenent
and covenanti ng to nake necessary
appropriations for such purposes;
and authorizing Cty officials to
take necessary or appropriate
actions to acconplish the intent and

pur pose of the ordinance, all under
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certain terns and conditions.
Bill No. 240968,
aut hori zing the revision of |ines
and grades on a portion of City Plan
No. 307 by striking fromthe Gty
Plan and vacating Fil bert Street
from10th Street to 11th Street,
under certain ternms and conditions.
Bill No. 240969,
aut hori zing the revision of |ines
and grades on a portion of Gty Plan
No. 307 by striking fromthe Gty
Pl an and vacating certain aerial
portions of 10th Street between
Market Street and Fil bert Street,
under certain terns and conditions.
Bill No. 240970,
aut hori zing CBL Arena, LLC. and its
successor(s) ininterest to
construct, own, and maintain various
ri ght of way encroachnents in the
vicinity of 1001-19 Market Street,
1025 Market Street and 1001-25
Fil bert Street, Philadel phia, PA
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19107, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bill No. 240971, anendi ng
Title 14 of the Phil adel phia Code,
entitled Zoning and Pl anni ng, by
amendi ng certain definitions
relating to signs; creating an
"Arena Area" within the "/CIR
Center City Overlay District”
overl ay; and meki ng rel ated changes,
i ncluding a master plan requirenent
and changes to accessory sign
controls; all in connection with
zoning rules for a proposed arena in
Center Cty; and approving a naster
plan for the Arena Area; all under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 240972, anending
Title 14 of the Phil adel phia Code,
entitled "Zoning and Pl anning," by
revising certain provisions of
section 14-906, entitled "Market
Street East Sign Regulations," all

under certain terns and conditions.
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Bill No. 240973,
approvi ng the anmendnent of a
nei ghbor hood i nprovenent district in
the area generally bounded by, and
including, 11th Street to the West,
Filbert Street to the North, 8th
Street to the East and Market Street
to the South, with the exception of
certain condom niumunits at 801
Mar ket Street Condom ni um not
included in the District, known as
the Gl l ery Nei ghborhood | nprovenent
District, to renove certain portions
of such property generally bounded
by Filbert Street on the north, 10th
Street on the east, 1lth Street on
the west, and Market Street on the
south fromsuch District in
accordance wth the provisions of
the Community and Econom c
| nprovenent Act, and under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch,

Page 15

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

M. Christmas. WI Il you pl ease read
t he nanme of our first speaker.

THE CLERK: Wbul d
Ms. Shirley My please cone forward.
You will have one mnute to speak.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Call the next speaker and
then when Ms. Shirley My cones
down, we'll let her speak.

THE CLERK: All right.
Wuld Ms. Kinberly Wedi nger pl ease
cone forward. Kinberly Wdi nger.

(Wtness approached
podi um)

M5. VWEDINGER: My nane is
Kinberly. 1'ma registered nurse at
a Level 1 Trauma Center in the
energency departnent in Center City.
Have you ever heard the cries of a
not her who has just found out they
lost their child? | have. It's a
haunti ng, gut-wenching sound |'1|

never forget.
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Qur ED services traumas
fromriver to river, stadiuns to
Grard. Mst of our gunshot victins
arrive to us bleeding out in the
back of a squad car. They cone this
way because cop cars get to the
scene faster than EMS can. Even
t hough they don't carry nedi cal
equi pnent, they're still the
victims best chance of survival,
because the only thing that wll
really save themis (inaudible)
st oppi ng the bl eed and gi vi ng nass
t ransfusi ons.

My lived experience is
that nost of our gun victins arrive
in the evening into the night the
sanme tine as a 76ers ganme. Now,

I magi ne this cop car who used to get
to us in 3 mnutes stuck in gridlock
traffic of a 76ers ganes. Humans
only have to | ose about 2.5 liters
of blood to die. That's about the

size of two Nal gene water bottles.
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How nmany sons are we
going to let die in the back of a

cop car bl eeding out. Last year

Phi | adel phia -- well, | guess this
year -- had 193 fatal shooti ngs.
How many nore are we willing to | et
di e.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Thank you for
your testinony. Wile we await
Ms. Shirley Moy, 1'd like to call
M. Steven Chao, Ms. Frida d ark,
M. Matthew | sai ah Moskovitz and
Tayl or Long, please cone forward and
maybe take your space next to the
wi ndow whi |l e the speaker speaks.
But if Ms. Kinberly Wedi nger, Steven
Chao, Frida O ark, Mtthew |saiah
Moskovitz and Tayl or Long, please
make your way down.

And, ma'am please state
your nane for the record and begin
wi th your testinony.

(Wtnesses approached
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podi um)

M5, MOY: Yes. M nane
is Shirley Moy. | ama third
generation American. M
grandparents canme in the 1920s. M
three brothers and three sisters
were born in Phil adel phia at
Jefferson Hospital in 1960s. M
house was taken over enm nent domain
because of the SEPTA rail. W are
now -- that house was at Podiatry
Center at Tenple University.

So to try to keep this
short, |I'm seeing history repeat
itself. So there's an overwhel m ng
majority of the city who expressed
their views that the devel opnent of
the 76ers in the Fashion D strict
will do irreparable harm Not the
community benefits agreenent, the
benefits agreenent is not adequate
to safeguard to protect Chinatown
and surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods.

You don't need a crystal
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ball to see what's going to happen.
Just imagine if there's a gane in
Chi natown, no one's going to cone to
Chinatown to a restaurant to pay
overpriced parking to try to find
parking to deal with the congestion.
They're going to stay away. That is
going to cause the death of
Chi nat own.

So I"'mgoing to keep it
short. | thought | was going to
have three m nutes but with one
mnute, | would just say there is
I ssues to build 76ers in Canden.

Phi | adel phia can find a better place
to build it here. 1t doesn't have
to be in Chinatown. You still

save --

(Background
i nterruption.)

M5. MOY: Pl ease be
respectful. Please be respectful.

Pl ease be respectful. | didn't say

anyt hi ng when you guys spoke. And
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so, | would just say this, you can
still buildit. You can still have
the union jobs. You can still have
jobs. You can still have the

econom ¢ devel opnent that's
prom sed. You don't have to destroy
a community.

And | ast comment, | was
at a speech at the event. \When
Mayor Parker spoke, in that speech
she tal ked about one Philly, a
united city. She tal ked about
bui | di ng 30, 000 af f ordabl e hones.
She tal ked about the power of the
people is greater than the people in
power. Wth 90 percent of the
comunities against it, with 70
percent of the overall Phil adel phia
comunities against it, the only
vote you can do is no.

(Appl ause.)

MR CHAO M nane is
St ephen Chao speaking in opposition

to Bill No. 240966. |'m a soci al
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wor ker in West Phil adel phia and |
call on Gty Council to oppose the
proposed 76ers arena. As a nenber
of Philly Asian and Queer or PAQ
whi ch connects nore than 200 LGBTQ
Asi an Anerican community nenbers
across Phil adel phia, | am concerned
that the poultry $50 mllion
community benefit agreenment will not
be enough to prevent the

di spl acenent of nearby busi nesses
and organi zations |i ke PAQ
Chinatown's Asian Arts Initiative

I npacts fiscal sponsor the WIIliam
Way LABT Community Center which
already lost $1 million in federal
funds earlier this year due to
right-wing extrem st attacks.

LGBTQ and Asi an Anerican
comuni ties are already under attack
by right-wing forces. For a
denocratic-led Cty Council to also
attack us through this Arena project

woul d be a betrayal that we will not
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forget, especially at the polls.
Al ongsi de the 70 percent of
Phi | adel phi ans who oppose the arena,
| urge you all to vote against the
Arena project. Thank you.

MR, CLARK: Good evening.
My name is Frida Cark. | live in
Counci | menber Gauthier's District
and |'ve worked in Center City for
t he past seven years. |'mhere
speaki ng agai nst the 76ers arena.
It's astoundi ng given the guaranteed
deci mati on of Chi natown's busi nesses
and rich cultural history, given
SEPTA's current fisca
precariousness and given this
pat hetic CBA, which represents
pennies to the owners of the 76ers
that we are still considering noving
forward with this project.

The reasoni ng and
rationali zation we keep hearing are
j obs, but are these not sone of the

sane jobs that went on strike
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agai nst Aramark nere nonths ago. W
cannot nmake a once-in-a-generation
m stake that our children will have
to fix, like building a highway next
to the Del aware Ri ver and ri pping
through the mddle of our city with
the Vine Street Expressway. |'m
asking City Council to please listen
to the voices of their constituents
and to stop the construction of this
arena in the heart of our city.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, MOSKOVI TZ:  Good
eveni ng everyone. M/ nane is
Mat t hew Mbskovitz and |'m a student
at Community Col | ege of
Phi | adel phia. |1'mconcerned with
the Sixers and their belief that
t hey can convince suburbanites to
take public transit to ganes
preventing gridlock traffic and
j eopardi zi ng energency services.

Bui l di ng a stadi umon top
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of a regional rail station and
i ncl udi ng SEPTA passes with season
tickets are surface-level offerings
and not enough to address the
under | yi ng reasons why suburbanites
drive. Wile |I'ma resident of
Francisville, back in April | was
i ntroduced to the suburbanite
m ndset when | attended a Phillies
gane with nmy sister and her friend.
I nstead of them taking
SEPTA from East Falls, her friend's
father insisted that he would drive
from Del co, pick themup from East
Falls, drive themto the Phillies
gane, drive back to Delco and then
drive back to the Phillies gane to
pi ck them up because he didn't feel
confortable letting his daughter
t ake SEPTA.
These are the people that
make up the 87 percent of attendance
that drive to Sixers ganes. How

does a one-tine paynment of $3
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mllion to encourage people to take
transit change this mndset? For ny
sister's friend, how are the Sixers
going to change her dad's m nd? Can
$3 mllion worth of ads convince
subur banites who are scared of the
city to park their oversized pickup
trucks at the PATCO station and take
the train?

Wi | e Governor Shapiro
has fl exed hi ghway funds to help
fund SEPTA to stay afloat for the
next few nonths, the agency has been
perpetual |y strapped for cash and
has struggled to maintain its
network since its inception in 1964.
The problens that are keepi ng people
fromriding SEPTA are the --

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Thank you
very much for your testinony.

Before you begin with
your testinony, | would like to cal

M. Ben Sprung, Mark Lynch, Martha
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Cooney, Ash WIson and Al an

Si | verman, pl ease nmake your way to
the m crophone. Again, that's Ben
Sprung, Mark Lynch, WMartha Cooney,
Ash W1l son and Al an Silvernman.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

THE CLERK: Pl ease state
your nane for the record, ma'am and
begin with your testinony.

M5. LONG Tayl or Long.
Thank you for the opportunity to
speak today. M nane is Taylor Long
and |I''man urban planner and a
resident of District 1. \Wen
announci ng support for this
devel opnent, Mayor Parker said "It
means an econom c opportunity plan,
the Iikes of which have never been
seen in our city."

The truth is the prom ses
bei ng made by arena devel opers are
sonet hing that many of your

communi ti es have seen before and
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often those prom ses just haven't
panned out. Let's take, for
exanpl e, the 1957 Eastw ck Urban
Renewal Project, one of the biggest
urban renewal projects in U S.

hi story.

The proposal was net with
wi despread comrunity resistance.
Counci | approved the plan anyway,
swayed by prom ses of increased tax
revenue and job creation. As we
know, the devel opnent stall ed
hal fway through the project but not
bef ore much of the damage had
al ready been done.

A historic record notes
t he devel opers were seeking short-
termprofits and tax wite-offs and
no serious obligation towards the
eventual conmmunity that would live
i n the nei ghborhood. Phil adel phia's
pl anning history is riddled with
stories of many simlar devel opnents

and they all share one thing,
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conmuni ty engagenent was an
afterthought.

W need to start
listening to communities when they
tell us they don't want sonething.
If you want to | et your constituents
know you' re |istening, voting
agai nst the Arena proposal is a
great place to start. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR LYNCH M nane is
Mark Lynch. | amthe proud Business
Manager of | BEW Local 98, nenber of
t he Phil adel phia Buil di ng Trades.

(Appl ause.)

MR. LYNCH: Hold the
clap. | only got a mnute, guys. |
t hi nk everyone in this room can
understand that it's not about jobs
or careers. |It's about the city.

We have the Gallery. Wat do you
think is going to happen if we don't
build this stadiun? There wll be

chai ns on those doors. You
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understand that? There wll.

| gave -- what about the
Wananmaker Building. They're $120
mllion in debt. W want to fix the
schools. W want to give people
opportunities, create careers.

Ckay. That's what we --

(Background
interruption.)

MR, LYNCH: That's what
this is about. It's about thousands
of jobs, about thousands of careers.
It's about investing in our school
system This is what this is about.
W have a chance to fix Market East,
okay, have a Si xers stadi um cone
down here, put thousands of people
to work, create jobs and union jobs
which | am damn proud of to create.
And under stand sonet hing, at the end
of the day, right, at the end of the
day -- it's the detractors that are
t he ones speaking over nme while |I'm

speaking -- create the jobs, fix the
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city, look 30 years into the future.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. SILVERMAN.  You're
done?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Go ahead, sir. Just
state --

MR. SILVERVAN:  |'m Al an
Silverman, District 5. Each of you
has a letter fromne with the data
and screenshots to support ny
conclusions. In a 50-year career in
the industry | frequently eval uated
or devel oped project plans, the
Arena project is about the worst
plan | have ever encountered.

Read carefully all the
I npact reports and if you can't read
themall, just nost -- | urge you
strongly to read at |east the cover
letter fromCSL to the econom c
i npact study. Al it says is to

warn against relying on its content.
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The question for Council nenbers is
do | want to be running -- do you
want to be running for re-election
in 2027 on a record of having voted
for a project which is certain to
increase crime in Center City,
certain to horribly increase
traffic, alnbst certain not to
fulfill its econonmic promni ses by a
| ot, alnost certain to destroy a
bustling productive nei ghborhood
that's now hone to people of a
different race fromyours.

The i ndependent data as
wel | as a proper reading of the
community transportati on and
econom ¢ i npact studies show t hat
this Arena project is a |lot of
wi shful eggs in one basket and a
very risky ganble for the Council to
vote for. The downside risks nust
be eval uated nore skeptically. The
odds are strongly agai nst success.

There has to be better |ess risky
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ways to put construction cranes on
the Philly skyline.

(Appl ause.)

M5. WLSON: Hello.

THE CLERK: Excuse,
am

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: One second, nma' am

THE CLERK: Just before
you speak, ma'am | would just |ike
to call down Adrian R vera Reyes,
Bri an Stevenson, Kenneth Wi -Chen
Hung, C aire Jurkowski and Jack
Sullivan. Again, that's Adrian
Ri vera Reyes, Brian Stevenson,
Kennet h Wei - Chen Hung, Claire
Jur kowski and Jack Sullivan.

(Wtnesses approache
podi um)

THE CLERK: Pl ease state
your nane for the record, ma'am and
begin with your testinony.

M5. WLSON: Thank you.

My nane is Ash Wlson and |'mfrom
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District 1. |1'mhere to oppose

buil ding the Sixers arena in Center
Cty. The threat to destroying

Chi natown i s enough of a reason that
this should not proceed. The
proposal at its core is set on a
false premse. It wll not

magi cally bring in all the economc
opportunities, stability and job
creation that will save the city.

By framng the stadiumin
this manner, it's nerely pitting the
Phi | adel phia citizens agai nst each
other. W all want economc
stability and jobs. W all don't
want our communities destroyed. It
does not have to be one or the
other. Al so, there's no such thing
as building a new arena energency.
Any proposal that would have this
| arge of an inpact on the city be
given time and care to review a
short deadline and a threat to nove

the project elsewhere is nerely
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tactics to pull a fast one over the
Cty and its citizens.

| ask the City Council to
focus on actual energencies instead.
For exanple, how are we preparing
for the new Adm nistration cone
January, as it's been stated since
they're targeting sanctuary cities.
And al so, what are you going to do
about the lead in our water. | ask
the Gty Council that rather than
focusi ng on destroying comunities
at the core, instead they focus on
protecting its citizens. Please
vote no on the arena.

(Appl ause.)

MR, STEVENSON. Good
eveni ng, everyone. M nane is Brian
St evenson, Sout h Phil adel phi a
resident, 27-year nenber of |BEW
Local 98 and one proud United States
marine. The 76ers are planning an
exciting future with a new Arena to

open in a few years, designed with
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extensi ve communi ty feedback.

Over 100 neetings and
st akehol ders have shopped pl ans,

i ncluding inproved traffic patterns,
free SEPTA fares for fans the first
year and revitalization of Market
East. This arena addresses key
chal | enges, outdated facilities at
Wl |I's Fargo Center, scheduling
conflict with concerts and
conpetitive di sadvant ages.

Despite investing 10
mllion in renovation, 76ers need a
nodern space. The project includes
a $50 mllion comunity benefits
agreenent, the largest in
Phi | adel phia history and initiatives
like a $2 million fund to support
Bl ack- owned busi nesses.

Fans will benefit from
easier public transit access via
Jefferson Station, cutting travel
time by 40 m nutes al ongsi de

i nproved parking, security traffic
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managenent. The 76ers are commtted
to preserving Chinatown's integrity
ensuring no displacenent and addi ng
devel opnment concerns. Thank you
very nmuch for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

MR, SULLI VAN. Good
afternoon. Jack Sullivan. 1'ma
| ocal business owner here in M dtown
right on Chestnut Street in the
restaurant business and | think that
this is going to bring trenendous
things to this city. | really do.

I think that what's --

(Appl ause.)

MR. SULLI VAN.  Thank you.
| work with the conpany East Coast
Sal oons. W have a handful of
restaurants throughout the city and
t hroughout the country and have had
a lot of arena projects like this
before. And | know firsthand we've
seen it make plenty of successful

busi nesses, not only between ny own
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but others surrounding ne and the
city. And | know as well that it's
going to create a | ot of great tax
dol l ars and jobs. Thank you very
much.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Sir, before
you begin with your testinony I'd
like to call Margaret Pullan, Pat
Sanford, Ronald Kai serman, Kathl een
McCettigan and Samuel Kw et ni ak,
pl ease cone down. Again, Margaret
Pul | an, Pat Sanford, Ronald
Kai ser man, Kat hl een McGetti gan and
Sanmuel Kuw et ni ak.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Kwi et ni ak, Sanuel
Kwi et ni ak.

(Wtnesses approach
podi um )

THE CLERK: Al right.
Thank you very nmuch, sir. Please
begin with your -- state your nane

for the record and begin with your
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testi nony.

MR HUNG H. M nane
Is Ken Hung. | am a resident of
Cty Council District 1. | amhere
today as a public school teacher who
has taught students of every racial
and ethnic group across our city for
over 25 years. | strongly oppose
the building of a Sixers arena in
Center City.

Supporters of the arena
speak in glowing terns of how it
will be a significant investnent in
the future of our city. As a
teacher | believe that the arena
woul d be a significant disinvestnent
in our children's future with the
decline of wel com ng public spaces
inthe city for youth schools have
becone the one pl ace where young
peopl e can feel nurtured and whol e.

| amin awe of students
who despite having cl asses and

crunbling buildings with no
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air-conditioning cone every day not
just to learn but to build
community. Yet our school systemis
facing a reorgani zati on process and
a projected $745 million budget
shortfall that may cl ose many of
t hese bui | di ngs.

It is disgusting that
Mayor Parker and the billionaire
owners of the Sixers are putting
forth a proposal that wll deprive
school s of the property taxes needed
desperately to renovate cl assroons
and construct new buildings. This
deal will allow the Sixers to avoid
payi ng property taxes for three
decades and wil| deprive generations
of students of the resources they
need.

Whil e we need to invest
in the future of our city, the
passage of this bill is not an

i nvest nent but a shakedown that --

(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  So tine-out, tine-out.

(Backgr ound
I nterruption.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Tinme-out. One second,
sir. So listen up, y'all. Just
| isten up. Pause. Listen, we know
that this is a heated discussion.
This is denocracy in action. Al
|'"'msaying is can we respect the
I ndi vi dual who's giving their public
testinony, right, and respect the
| egi sl ative process.

We set this up for us to
have a consi derabl e amount of tine
to address this issue so --

(Backgr ound
i nterruption.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Listen up, listen up.

Sir, state your nane for
the record, begin your testinony.

MR. RIVERA REYES: Hi.
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|"m Adrian Rivera Reyes and | am a
co-founder and organi zer for Philly
Boricuas, a grassroots conmunity
organi zation dedicated to uplifting
and enpowering the Puerto Rican
community and Latino comunity in
North Philly. The proposed Sixers
Arena project wll inflict
significant financial and soci al
harmto the city of Philadel phia and
damage to our conmunities wll be
profound and irreversible.
Therefore, | urge Gty
Council to vote no on all the
proposed bills associated with the
76ers arena. Building this arena
will cone at the expense of our
communi ties, our culture and our
Cty's financial future. The
devel opers project $700 million in
revenue over 30 years or roughly
about 23 mllion annually. Yet the
PI LOT agreenent |locks the Gty into

receiving $6 million in taxes which
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Is far less than the 10 to 15 that
they would normal ly be paying.

Do you know what we coul d
do with $10 mllion a year invested
in North Philly in communities |ike
m ne where our schools are
under f unded, where we are
struggling, where our infrastructure
is crunbling and we're just giving
it anay to the pocket of other
people instead of putting it into
our city?

Thi s arena takes away
resources that could directly
i nprove the life of Phil adel phians
and puts it directly in the pocket
of devel opers and the owners of the
76ers. | urge you to stand with
Phi | adel phians if you truly believe
that we are to be a united city, a

one Philly. Look around. This is a

one Philly. It is clear that you
must reject this deal. Thank you.
(Appl ause.)
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M5. SANFORD: (Good
eveni ng, Councilman, and | am here
again today. M nane is Pat
Sanford, President and CEO of
Al exander Perry, Inc. | have been
in the city of Philadelphia all ny
life. 1've attended Al ain Locke
El enentary School as a
ki ndergartener and was able to go
back and provi de needed HVAC and
bow ing repairs for Alain Locke
School .

Now, | want to tell you
as soneone deeply invested in
Phi | adel phia's growth, personally
living in Philadel phia, having a
busi ness here for 32 years, | am
I nvested professionally and
civically. | whol eheartedly support
this project and urge its approval.
This is nore than a construction
project. It is a chance to create a
| asting | egacy for the city and its

peopl e.
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This is also an
opportunity, nmy friends, to get
needed capital into the city because
we are not sure what the
adm nistration will do in ternms --
the adm nistration of the Wite
House, what it wll do for
Phi | adel phia. So we are diverse and
that can be and shoul d be protected.
Coordi nating wi th Chi natown can keep
it strong and safe. Overall the
Si xers plan creates $1.5 billion and
| support it. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, KAI SERVAN. My nane
is Ronald Kaiserman. |'ve been a
real estate developer in this city.
And ny conclusion is that the
traffic problemw || strangle not
only the hospital but other
busi nesses in the area, performng
arts area functions and a | ot of
ot her theaters and restaurants wl|

be strangl ed because nobody can get
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to themon tine for their occasions.

And anot her big
di sappoi ntment is that sports arenas
are not an econom c engine. And if
you notice in South Phil adel phia, no
busi nesses have sprung up around or
near them because of the stadi uns.
The stadiuns are usually very self-
contained and if people want to eat,
they stay in the stadium

| suggest that you take
time. The devel opers of this
project want to do this project very
badly. You really should know
everyt hing about this project and
take the time and get the expertise
fromtraffic engineers and the City
Pl anni ng Comm ssi on and not be
rushed into comng to the decision
on their tinetable. They want to do
this job. |If you agree to do it,
they will do it whenever you tel
themto do it. It doesn't have to

be starting in Decenber. You need
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to take the tine to get the
expertise to give you conplete

i nformati on about everything you
need to know before you would | aunch
this project.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Thank you for
your testinony.

Sir, just hold one
second. Sir, just hold one second.
Whul d John Ber nardo, Rebecca Yep,
Khadi j ah Sabir, Jereny Blatstein and
Thomas Betteridge, please cone
forward. Again, that's John
Ber nar do, Rebecca Yep, Khadijah
Sabir, Jereny Blatstein and Thonas
Betteridge, please cone forward
al so.

Sir, please state your
nanme for the record and begin with
your testinony.

MR, KW ETNI AK:

Certainly. |'m Sam Kw etniak. |'ve

lived here for 15 years. I|I'ma
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creative director, a mnmusician and a
bond en avant. | love this city and
I'"'mhere to say that the stadi um
makes no sense. |t nakes no sense
econom cally. It nmakes no sense
ethically and it makes no sense

| ogi stically.

Economically it's a
ganble at best. This is a building
that's going to be open part of the
day for part of the year. Ethically
it's an enbarrassnent. This is a
nei ghbor hood t hat was carved up by
Vine Street and ot her hi ghways and
peopl e are displaced. It's an
enbarrassnent. W shouldn't have to
do that.

And | ogistically, well,
we' ve heard plenty of reasons about
that already, how it doesn't make
sense froma parking, transit or a
comer ci al perspective at all
Real ly what the stadiumis, is a

| ack of imagination. | |ove

Page 48

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

buil ders. | love building things.
| think it's a good idea to build
t hi ngs, but you could build
literally anything else.

There's so many options
for what could go there in the
deserted old mall. And it seens
i ke the peopl e who bought the nall
just want to get rid of the nall
because they nade a bad investnent
and now t hey want noney. So
exerci se your inmagination. Think
bi gger and dream on, Philly.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PULLAN. H. I'm
Mar garet Pullan from Nort heast
Phi | adel phia. You know, | woul d
| ove to be standing here paying
tribute --

THE CLERK: Ma'am could
you pl ease state your nanme for the
record.

MS. PULLAN:  Mar gar et

Pul l an from Nort heast Phil adel phi a.
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THE CLERK: Yes, ma' am
Pl ease --

MS. PULLAN:. Ckay.
Thanks. | would | ove to be standing
here paying tribute to a
mllionaire, billionaire who said
here's 500 mllion, save your
school s, save your transit. But
that's not what's going on. Can you
I magi ne? We're tal ki ng about the
fol ks using SEPTA to get here. W
don't even knowif we're going to
have a SEPTA so coul d we pl ease,
pl ease get real

W are really on the
verge of being bullied into this
and/or if not actually being bullied
because you're saying do this or
we'll leave. That's not a | ove of
our city. That's not a
consi deration of the people of
Chi nat omn who have struggled to hold
the line after construction after

constructi on.
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It's been really not
fully evaluated. They're
insufficient, | think parking,
traffic. Imediately the mnute the
shovel hits the ground there are
going to be fol ks who are not goi ng
to be comng down to Center Gty and
many will be City Council nmenbers,
will be adults, wll be seniors |ike
nysel f, a discounted comunity.

Pl ease respect the people of this
comunity and really think about
this before you nove forward. Thank
you so nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MR. BERNARDO My nane's
John Bernardo. | amin real estate
and nost inportantly, a resident of
Washi ngton Square. | am| ocal.

They' ve tried everything on Mrket

Street. It just hasn't worked.
This arena will work. It wll bring
jobs. It will bring noney. It wll

bring night |life back.
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Agai n, everything they've
tried has not worked. There's no
reason not to do this. It wll
bring jobs and | lived in the
nei ghbor hood. There's no reason not
to do this. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. SABIR  Good evening.
My nane is Khadijah Sabir and |I'm
here today in support of 76 Pl ace
Arena District. | believe this
proj ect should nove forward because
["'min this position where | feel
burdened by what has been. There is
now an i nmense anount of business
cl osures, vacant storefronts and a
very sad and boring atnosphere, so
the city needs this type of help
from 76 Place because there is a
yearning that we need change in new
devel opnments, especially in this
part of the city.

This area has been an

area for fun and entertai nnent,
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shoppi ng and dining and fam|y-
friendly, so the real question is
why resist that. Also, the
conparison to other big city arenas
is quite |lane because as we know, it
I's known around the world that this
IS a sports city like no other. So
this conversation tainted with fear
is quite exhausting and | think we
should all refuse to live like that.

| personally feel hopeful
that this project will be bigger
than just basketball bringing in
nore jobs or this being about one
denogr aphi c versus the other. The
Si xers has al ways been an
organi zation to give back to the
community so | don't think it's
right to denonize them particularly
t he owners.

| believe in show ng
peopl e nore grace than hate because
that's what this city is supposed to

be about, brotherly love. So |
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support this arena and | hope we
build it. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, BETTERI DGE: Thank
you and thank you, Council and
Council President. M nanme is Tom
Betteridge. I|I'ma lifelong nenber
of Phil adel phia 59 years and | pl an
on dying here so |'m not going
anywhere. | live in South Philly.

I work at the Convention Center
where | manage workers and | bring
shows to the city of Phil adel phi a,
so | know a | ot about bringing
peopl e together and | think we have
an opportunity here to do that.

| specialize in high
vol tage hospitality so please give
nme a mnute and let nme speak. This
IS an opportunity for us to showcase
our city in a way we couldn't do
before, a Market East central piece
that will hel p nove people and

i nprove that area that which right

Page 54

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

now is in desperate need, |ike the
busi ness manager from Local 98
st at ed.

As a lifelong
construction nmanager, |'ve seen the
wor kforce in this city engi neer and
do amazing things, bring things to
the city of Phil adel phia and shows
here that didn't want to cone here
and put them on better, cheaper and
faster than anywhere else in the
country. You have folks in this
country who can engi neer out all the
probl ens that have been nentioned
previous to nme speaking and fix them
during that construction process, an
opportunity to cone in here and do
sonet hi ng amazi ng.

Qur new Mayor has a
vision. 1've heard her speak on
many tinmes and so does this Council
We need to give thema chance to put
that vision on East Market. W need

to get behind her and nake her
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vi si on happen. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Before you
begin, sir, I'd like to call Dylan
O Donoghue, Dr. Belinda Huang, Paul a
Paul , Rebecca Lipstein and Joshua
Hui .

(Wt nesses approached
podi um )

THE CLERK: Pl ease state
your nane for the record, sir, and
proceed with your testinony.

MR, BLATSTEIN: M nane
Is Jereny Blatstein. |'ma resident
of the 5th District. |'mhere today
in support of the bills to allow the
Si xers arena to be built on Market
Street. |'mthe foundi ng nenber of
NPM PAC, Next Philly Mayor and Pro
Arena Coalition of Ad Gty,

Nort hern Liberties, Fishtown
Gaybor hood, WAshi ngton West,
Fai rmount West, Phil adel phia, Mount

Airy, Germantown, Point Breeze,
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Sout h Phi | adel phia, Center City,
Ri tt enhouse, Logan Square
representing 69 percent of the
peopl e who took ny Next Philly Myor
Twitter poll today that are in
support of the arena.

|"d like to have the
record state to show that Mayor
Par ker nor Council man Squilla met
with me to hear ny support for the
arena, how rude of them But now
let's tal k about everybody's
favorite topic big, scary Jew sh
billionaires. Yes, three rich
Jewi sh men own the 76ers and want to
invest $1.3 billion do into the Gty
of Philadelphia. 1Isn't that a good
t hi ng?

(Background
i nterruption.)

MR. BLATSTEIN. Sone of
the rhetoric by groups and
organi zation -- is that a good

thing. Sone of the rhetoric by
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groups and organi zati ons agai nst the
arena have been blatantly anti -
Semtism and that is why there's no
| onger a Students for the
Preservation of Chinatown here
today. But there's one billionaire
and one mllionaire that nanes
haven't been said, Brian Roberts and
Dan Hilferty. Were are they? The
only real proposal here today is the
Si xers arena. Build the Sixers
arena. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. YEP. H. M nane is
Rebecca Yep. |'mhere with PONER
Interfaith. I'ma longtine
resi dent, 10-year resident of
District 1 and I'm agai nst the
proposed arena. One of ny fondest
and nost enlightening menories was
experiencing Philly's Chinatown with
nmy grandf at her.

My gong-gong knew very
little English and growi ng up | had
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al ways assuned he was a shy stern
type of man. My heart nearly bursts
the first tinme he visited ne in
Chinatown. | was shocked to see him
absolutely conme alive. It was then
| realized that he wasn't naturally
quiet. It's that he never really
had an opportunity to converse in
his native tongue with people from
sim | ar backgrounds.

From then on the
I nportance of this shared comunity
has been cenented into ny very
being. M famly especially | oves
traveling up here because they don't
have a proper Chi natown near them
We're from Washington D.C. and the
Chi natown in Washington D.C. is a
shell of what it has once been in
| arge part due to the Washi ngton
W zards Arena. That drove out nost
of the small businesses in the area.

| amalso a nother to a

l-year-old. Qur son was born with
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health conplications that required
himto stay in the NICU after birth,
a place he has unfortunately
revisited nunerous tinmes in a short
life. W are lucky to have access
to amazi ng nedi cal services and
frequently have appoi ntnents at the
Jefferson Pediatric Specialists at
9th and Chestnut. [|'mjust anxious
about the traffic at 9th and
Chestnut for my son who needs the
i fe-changing care. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR HU : Good evening,
Counci |l President and nmenbers of
City Council. M nanme is Joshua
Hui. | live in the 5th Council
District and Chinatown is ny hone
away from hone. Thank you for this
opportunity to testify and for
bringi ng stakehol ders from around
the city to testify as this is a
devel opnment that will inpact all of

us.
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So while ny input as a
community nmenber may be limted as |
don't have a degree in urban
pl anning, |I'mno expert. As
Counci | woman poi nted out |ast week,
| agree it's still inportant to
provide you with information and for
you to hear the comrunity's vision
for the area, as Council| woman Bass
al so said | ast week.

However, before an
arena's proposed who fromthe Gty
asked us what we wanted in that
space for Market East in general.
|"ve lived here for over a decade at
this point and know about the
struggling areas |i ke the D sney
Hal I but never once was | or the
aver age Phil adel phi an asked about
it.

And now, when we've given
an opportunity to weigh in and |I've
heard people give other ideas for

this site like a community center or
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i brary or housing, our ideas and
di vision are dism ssed because the
next question is always who wl|
fund it. But who anong us are
billionaires, who anong us can fund
i deas for such a large site.

Phi | adel phia is known for
smal | busi nesses and the average
Phi | adel phi an has just tried to nmake
ends neet with one business, |et
al one two nore if lucky. So do you
actually want to hear the
community's vision or just the ideas
fromthose who have noney. |If you
want to hear the community's vision,
then this process, the dial ogue,
shoul d have happened much earlier
bef ore an arena was even proposed.

That being said, |I'mhere
in opposition to the arena because |
do not believe that the risk it
proposes to the nei ghborhoods around
it and the survival being of all

this are worth the projected
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benefits. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

REV. DR. JONES. (ood
evening. Thank you, Cty Council,
especially glad to see ny
Council woman Sis -- started to say
Sister Gauthier. But ny nane is
Reverend Dr. Donna Jones. |'mthe
pastor of the Cookman Church in West
Phi | adel phia. 1'malso the wife of
sonmeone who is a proud union
construction man. |'mthe nother of
t hree union construction workers so
| amdefinitely not -- | believe in
the call to ensure that there's jobs
for union people, definitely.

However, |'m against the
st adi um because ny husband and ny
sons, who would |love to be able to
be in Philadel phia, to live in
Phi | adel phia, as we see our housing
stock increasing constantly, they
are having to | ook other places for

where to live. The other thing is
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that housing justice is a mjor
platformfor power.

Phi | adel phia is organi zed
to witness, enpower and rebuild. W
are pro-worker, we are pro-jobs, but
we are al so pro-affordabl e housing.
There has to be a place -- we are
pro the Sixers being in
Phi | adel phia, but there's got to be
a place that they can build a
stadium the workers can work and
live. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Ma'am pl ease
before you begin, | would like to
call Todd Kimmell, Brian Jordan,
Tyl er Lian, Scott Morrison Ml man,
pl ease conme down. Again, |'m
calling Todd Kimel |, Brian Jordan,
Tyl er Lian, Scott Morrison Ml man
and 1'mal so calling Kathy Sykes.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

THE CLERK: Pl ease state
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your nane for the record, ma'am and
begin with your testinony.

M5. O DONOGHUE: Hi. M
nanme i s Dyl an O Donoghue and | want
to tal k about sonme of the failures
of the proposed community benefits
agreenent. Community nenbers
weren't included in this CBA
process. Sone people were hand-
selected to participate but the
process wasn't transparent to key
st akehol ders in the area.

As Counci | mrenber Johnson
said | ast week or two weeks ago,
whatever, it's not the conmmunity's
job to do outreach to the City to
di scuss the CBA. It's the Gty's
project. And so, it's your job to
ensure the conversations happen.
This isn't a CBA. It's not going to
do the job of mtigating harm

The financi al package to
Chi nat own hel ps too few at too | ow

of a rate to nmake a neani ngf ul
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I npact. Another thing, the tineline
is off. Like, housing support
doesn't start until 2031. The CBA
i ncl udes a provision to fund the
entire school system And | want to
push back on this usage.

| speak directly to
Counci | menber Phillips who | ast week
asked what the relationship was
bet ween public schools and the
arena. Wen | say that we need to
fund schools in the city like in a
real way, right, and schools are
| argely funded by property taxes,
but you've wai ved property taxes and
now you're asking for PILOIs and a
CBA and it's just all a huge tax
break. So it's your mandate to make
sure that schools are funded and
it's your mandate to nake sure that
Chi nat owmn and the surroundi ng area
survi ves.

(Appl ause.)
DR. HUANG  Good eveni ng.
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My nanme is Dr. Belinda Huang and |
live in Council man Johnson's
District 2. |I'ma nenber of First
Presbyterian Church of Phil adel phi a
and PONER Interfaith, Philly's
| ar gest faith-based organi zi ng
effort representing 55 congregations
of every faith, race and age across
Council District.

| oppose the building of
the Sixers Arena because, nunber
one, as a person of faith Chinese
American and diversity equity
i nclusion specialist, | help
| ow-i ncone high school girls in
Chi natown go to coll ege, many whose
parents |ive in Chinatown and work
t here.

Bui | ding an arena next to
Chinatown will obliterate this
community. Qur comunities in
particular, immgrant and LGBTQ A+
are bei ng pushed out of their hones

because of gentrification. Were
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wi Il the displaced people of
Chi nat own and ot her communities live
and wor k.

|"ve had -- nunber two,
I've had difficulty finding
af fordabl e housing in the city. The
housi ng options being built now are
hi gh-rises or condos that are not
af f ordabl e except by weal t hy

I ndi vidual s. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
MR LIAN. Hi, all. M
name is Tyler Lian. [|'ma nedi cal

student here in Phil adel phia. |
live in District 2. For nonths now
fell ow heal t hcare workers have been
war ni ng agai nst the |ife-threatening
gridlock that this arena could
create in hospitals and energency
roons in Center City.

Now, it seens like in
their attenpt to silence one problem
t hese devel opers are ready to create

anot her one for our already-
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struggling public transit system
work on a daily basis with health
care workers who rely on SEPTA to
get to and fromworking into the
hospital and so do many of our
patients.

Even in ny short tine in
training, |'ve seen SEPTA be the
cornerstone of people's nedical and
surgi cal care, reproductive access
and nental health counseling. And
|'ve al so seen how devastating it
can be and dangerous it can be for
even one bus or train to fall
t hr ough.

As sonmeone who's been
tuning into these hearings, |'ve
appreciated all the hard-hitting
guestions that this Council has been
asking to uncover what our

President-elect would call "a
concept of a plan." Council menber
Gaut hi er you asked about how t he

arena's construction at Jefferson
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Station would divert resources away
from ot her SEPTA priorities. And
SEPTA said that they woul d have to
cut service throughout the city to
accommodat e construction if no other
fundi ng cones through.

Counci | mrenber Landau, you
tal ked about significant SEPTA
fundi ng gaps. And SEPTA told us
that even if they made whol e there
woul d still be funding that couldn't
be accounted for. | would urge you
all to keep asking these questions
and vote no for this arena. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, JORDAN. (Good
eveni ng. Thank you all for being
here. M nane is Brian Jordan. [|I'm
a resident of District 3 and I'm
here to oppose Bill No. 240963
against the arena. |'ma 1st grade
teacher and | want to tell you al

about we were studying cities and
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nei ghbor hoods and ny 6- and 7-year -
olds in the class.

We had a guest expert
who' s an urban planner and she asked
the students if soneone wants to
build sonething in a conmunity who
shoul d they ask. And the kids all
unani nously said, the people who
live there. And then the city
pl anner asked, if people don't want
it, should they be able to build it
there. And the kids all, it was
obvious to them no, they should
bui |l d sonething the comunity wants.

And we tal k about how
city governnent works wi th our
students. And if this goes through,
["mjust really going to need you
all to cone and explain to ny 6- and
7-year-ol ds why when 70 percent of
Phi | adel phi ans actively oppose,
that's not -- we don't even know how
many people are in favor of it, that

m ght be 5 percent. And if over 90
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percent of Chinatown residents and
busi nesses oppose it, how are we
building this. Please explainit to
nmy students. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Wbul d Joline
Price, Jim Snyder, Elena Brunner and
Tara Kal at schi now, pl ease cone
forward. Wuld Joline Price, Jim
Snyder, El ena Brunner, Tara
Kal at schi now and Sarah Quast, please
conme down.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

THE CLERK: Sir, please
state your nanme for the record and
begin with your testinony.

MR MORRI SON MELMAN: My
name is Scott Morrison Melman. |'m
a cook in Northwest Phil adel phia
joining the vast majority of the
city in opposition to the arena.

And | want to say | think it's so

cool that we get to be in the room
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with | egislators being heard, a
great exanple of things Council man
Squilla loves to tal k about his
accessibility and the process.

But here's the thing, if
you then go on to pass this, then
the process was a shamand all this
beautiful civic engagenent, you just
have contenpt for it. Because the
people of this city have nmade it
enphatically clear that we don't
want the arena. The nei ghborhood
nost affected considers an
existential threat, the city
at-large pulled against it 3 to 1
even before SEPTA said they coul dn't
afford it.

The only people this
nmakes sense for, and everyone knows
this, are the owner devel opers who
stand a profit at the Cty's
expense. So if you pass this in
such naked defi ance of your

constituents' desires and conmon
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sense, it neans you work for them
the ultra wealthy, not for us.

Li sten, why do you think
peopl e don't vote, why do you think
peopl e are abandoni ng denocrats?
Renenber, this is the biggest city
and the biggest swing state in a
country swept up in a far-right
power grab. You have a speci al
responsibility -- okay.

(Appl ause.)

M5. SYKES: Good eveni ng.
My nane is Kathy Sykes. |'mhere as
a menber of Ad First Church at 4th
and Race |located in the 1st
Councilmanic District. |'mhere
testifying on behalf of ny
congregati on and POAER Interfaith.
As a faith community, A d First
answered the call of the Gty
Adm ni stration 35 years ago to be of
service to others and hel p address
t he growi ng honel ess popul ati on.

Since then we've provi ded
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shelter to 30 nen on cots in our
social hall. W recognized this was
not enough and nmade a conm t nent

wi th the support of public and
private partnerships to build, to
provi de supportive permanent housi ng
for people previously honel ess.

We are within weeks of
openi ng the door to begin receiving
our new nei ghbors. This comm t nent
speaks to our values of service to
ot hers, social justice and fighting
for and with the powerless. W now
ask that the City Adm nistration
heed our call, nothing about us
wi t hout us.

The citizens of Chinatown
who are nost affected by the
proposed pl acenent of an arena in
their community have told us they
don't want the arena. The arena
threatens the very heart of their
exi stence, their culture, their

|ives and their economc |ives.
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Not hi ng about us wi thout us. Vote
no.

(Appl ause.)

M5. PRICE: Good eveni ng,
Counci |l President, Council nmenbers.
My nane is Joline Price. |'mhere
as a resident of South Phil adel phi a,
City Council District 1, an el ected
denocratic commttee person in the
39th Ward. |'ma parent to two kids
who go to South Park El enentary
School, and | feel the need to say
after some coments earlier that |
am proudly Jew sh.

|'ve testified today to
oppose the arena and to -- |I'm
testifying today to oppose the
arena. | believe strongly that we
need to invest in Market East. W
need to preserve existing vibrant
nei ghbor hoods and | believe it is
I nportant that we |isten to our
| ocal conmunities.

| also wanted to testify
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because ny famly does not have a
car. We rely solely on public
transportation to get around this
city. | amworried about the
gridlock that construction and after
construction and this will inpact ny
famly, our communities in South

Phi | adel phia and access to energency
roons fromaround the city.

We are also facing a
school funding crisis. The m ssed
revenue from property taxes at the
arena coul d fund deepl y- needed
i nvestnent in our schools. | urge
you to oppose the arena and denmand
nore frombillionaires and
devel opers.

(Appl ause.)

M5. KALATSCHI NOW  Hel | o.
Thank you, Council nenbers, for
gi ving real Phil adel phians the
chances speak on the proposed arena.
My nane is Tara Kal atschinow. | was

born and raised and still currently
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living in Philly. [|'m Kal nyk
Mongolian and fromthe refugee
community initially settled in the
Northern Liberties in 1950s, a
communi ty now wel coming a | arge
anount of asyl um seekers.

| want to speak fromthe
Philly Kal nyk community on the arena
i npact that could not only have it
on our siblings in Chinatown but
al so the inpact just imedi ately but
for generations to cone. After the
de-industrialization and the
followi ng gentrification of, to use
the words justifying the arena,
desol at e and danger ous Nort hern
Li berties fromthe 1950s to 1990s
mxed in with our divestnent from
our community, our famlies were
forced to rel ocate.

Qur conmunity is now
predom nantly in the Northeast with
no community and cul tural center

still looking for a religious center

Page 78

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

and little to no busi ness ownership.
As an endangered i ndi genous peopl e,
we are struggling even generations
later. Qur question is why are

mar gi nal i zed comunities
consistently the ones that have to
sacrifice their |ivelihoods,
stability and econom c devel opnent
for devel opers who don't even |ive
her e.

The | and we were on saw
econom ¢ devel opnent, but we are
still waiting for ours. WII the
peopl e of Chinatown have to wait as
long as us or will they have be
forced to relocate with divestnent
and devel opnent. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Excuse,
ma'am Before you begin, ma'am |
woul d like to call Rachel Rodriguez,
Ant hony Roj as, Rodney Wal ker,
Annabel l e Schmtt and Katie Dill on.

Agai n, Rachel Rodriguez, Anthony
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Roj as, Rodney \Wal ker, Annabelle
Schmtt and Katie Dillon.

(Wt nesses approached
podi um)

THE CLERK: Pl ease state
your nane for the record, ma'am and
begin with their testinony.

M5. BRUNNER: Hello. My
nane is Elena Brunner. [|I'mTara's
cousin so I'mgoing to finish her
t hought. Qur community is facing
obstacl es getting to other areas of
the city. It currently takes about
an hour to get here to Cty Hal
fromthe Northeast when it used to
only take 25 mnutes fromthe
(i naudi bl e) corner store that used
to be at 6th and Grard in Northern
Li berti es by SEPTA.

This is a physical
representati on of how separated the
governnment is fromthe people who
have been di spl aced and rel ocated as

sacrifice for econom c devel opnent.
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Addi tionally, our comunity |ike
many has many fam lies who pay taxes
by the way, with children who attend
a public school.

At a tinme when several of
our Philly District schools are at
ri sk of closure, many needi ng
significant repairs, it is
di srespectful to even consider a
potential tax break to billionaires
who don't even live here and
agreeing to potentially |eave
mllions on the table for our public
school s through a | ow ball bad deal.

Qur taxes are neant to
fund children's education and public
infrastructure for all of our
children, elders, working fol ks and
famlies. And so, we stand in
solidarity with the communities
i medi ately affected by this project
and we say, we do not want this

arena here.

(Appl ause.)
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M5. RODRI GUEZ: Hell o.
My name is Rachel Rodriguez. |'ma
West Philly artist and teacher from
Jame Gauthier's District. And |
want to say that corporate interest
and profit alone cannot sustainably
run a city. A one-tine job
opportunity cannot change the
trajectory of our history.

Fromthe | oss of the
Uni versity Townhones, we have
| earned that too few of our
representatives are willing to stand
up for our |owincone residents, our
nost vul nerabl e popul ations. This
year the closure of UArts and the
| oss of those art spaces w thout any
advocacy or care fromartists who
make financially so little and
contribute so nuch to this city,
it's staggering, it's a staggering
betrayal .

And now, this proposed

arena w Il disrupt |ocal econom es
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of the Gayborhood, the historic

Chi nat owmn community for a short-term
gain, in addition to risking lives
whi ch countl ess doctors have al ready
spoken about. So | have to ask,

when will we stop placing band-aids
over wounds. W clearly have a
budgeti ng probl em where we do not
adequately fund our schools or our
public infrastructure.

When will our
representatives, you, devel op | ong-
termstrategies to fund our city
sustainably to take care of all of
us, the regul ar Phil adel phi ans who
build this city every single day
every single year. 70 percent of
Phi | adel phi ans do not want this
arena built in the heart of Center.
It is your job to do right by your
constituents. Please renmenber that.
Vot e no.

(Appl ause.)
MR, RQJAS. Good evening,
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Council. M nanme is Tony Rojas and
I"'ma resident of District 1. |
cane to Phil adel phia for a tenporary
job neant to last two years. And
now, ny wife and |I bought a hone
here because we believe that this is
a city wwth culture and backbone.

Over the |last few years
|'ve seen the people of Philadel phia
nobi | i ze against this bad
devel opnent. They' ve nmarched
t hrough the pouring rain, built
mul ti - nei ghbor hood coalitions,
organi zed i nformational tours
through the area, created an
engagi ng soci al nedia presence and
t hey' ve even produced protest songs
that hit, that are really good.

So | ask the Council to
pl ease invest in this Philadel phia
and vote against this lifeless
devel opnent that has no hope of
reviving Market East. Thank you

all.

Page 84

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

(Appl ause.)
MR. SNYDER My nane's

Jim Snyder. |1'ma representative
for the International Brotherhood of
El ectrical Workers. 1'mhere on
behal f of building this project. |
think it's an outstandi ng project
for this city. But forget that, |I'm
also a lifelong resident of

Phi | adel phia. | live about eight

bl ocks south of here. And this city
was on the way up for many years.
Since COVID hit, I feel like we're
on a major decline. This city needs
this arena |ike oxygen. So |'m
begging this Council to build this
project. This is a great project.

(Appl ause.)

M5. SCHM TT: Good
evening. M nane is Annabelle
Schmtt and I"'ma District 1
resident. After | finished ny
under graduat e degree at Penn State,

| noved into an apartnent here in
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Chi natown. Wen ny parents cane to
visit me, ny nother took ne to Ray's
Cafe on 9th Street. It was there
that | |earned how ny parents fel
in love over dates at Ray's Cafe
after neeting at Tenple. They've
been married for 30 years now.

Now, ny famly frequents
Ray's so often that the owner can
guess when to expect us. W even
have a photo of ny nother hol di ng
the famly's grandbaby over bow s of
their incredible Tai wanese beef
noodl e soup. Years have passed
since | first noved here. | work
remotely but | still live in Philly.

Honestly, Philly and I
are in the nost commtted
relationship of ny life so far. To
t he Counci |l nenbers here today, |'m
| ooking to see who's in a conmtted
relationship with Philly and who's
in acomitted relationship with

billionaires. Thank you to N c
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O Rour ke, Kendra Brooks, Jeffrey
Young for standing with the people.
And thank you to Rue Landau and
Jam e Gauthier for questioning the
process and committing to the due
di | i gence we need here.

To the rest of you on
Council, I"'"m asking what you w ||l
stand for and who will you stand
with. This proposal is an
opportunity to stand with and for
the citizens of Philadel phia 70
percent of whom don't support the
proposal and to set a precedent that
shows that this city isn't for
billionaires who don't vote and
don't even live here. Philly is for
t he people. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Thank you,
Father. Before you begin, | would
like to call Darryl Watson, Elsa
Stof f, Bob Thonpson and Joanna

Severino and Theodore Goul d. Again,
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I would like to call Darryl Watson,
El sa Stoff, Bob Thonpson, Joanna
Severino and Theodore Goul d.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

THE CLERK: Fat her,
pl ease state your nane for the
record and begin with your
testi nony.

FATHER BETTS: Right. W
name is Father Tom Betts. |'ve been
associ ated with Holy Redeener
Chi nese Cat holic Church and School
i n Chinatown since 1991. In
addition to being pastor of Holy
Redeener, |'m al so pastor of
St. John the Evangelist on 13th
Street.

When we first met in 2022
with 76ers representatives, we
predi cted, nmeaning we the Chinatown
peopl e predicted, the closure of
Chi nat own busi nesses because of

parking and traffic concerns.
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However, the Sixers then insisted
that Chinatown had no legitimte
concerns that the Sixers fans would
bring foot traffic to Chi nat own,

whi ch woul d nore than nake up for so
they said the business we would | ose
from our usual custoners.

Since then we have
pl eaded in vain with the Sixers and
the Gty to understand that
Chinatown wll die if this arena is
built. W get reassurances but no
action to protect Chinatown
busi nesses and residents. Neither
the Sixers nor the Gty takes
Chi nat own' s concerned seriously.

On event nights there
won't be parking for our custoners.
Mayor Parker says that Phil adel phia
Is the best Chinatown in the United
States and | agree. She al so says
that we can have the arena and save
and strengthen Chi natown but these

are just words. They are not backed
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by acti on.

(Appl ause.)

MR, WALKER:  Just one
mnute. Al right. Thank you,
| adi es and gentl enen, Council, for
hearing ne out. M nane is Rodney
Wal ker. |'ma 51-year resident of
the city of Philadelphia, the City
of the Brotherly shove. Listen, 29
years with Local 98, the | BEW
We're the first to call, the
churches, ball fields, et cetera. |
could go on and on and have a |i st
about three pages long. But |I'm
here for this job. It's a
generational job and seismatic
project for the city of
Phi | adel phia. And | believe we
shoul d build, create jobs and nove
on. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, GOULD: Good evening.
My nane is Theodore Gould. |I'm

reading two statenents on behal f of
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peopl e opposi ng the Chi nat own arena.
The first one was witten by Fenmn
Morales who is a retired electrician
of IBEW98. He points out -- |I'm
just going to sunmarize because | do
not have nuch tine.

He points out that the
di spl acenent of the Chi nat own
comunity occurred in the case of
the Washington Wzard Stadium-- in
Washi ngton D.C., beg your pardon. |
al so have a statenent here from an
unnaned nenber of the Union
Apprentices Quild. This person says
t hey have been a resident of West
Phi | adel phia their entire life. 1In
that short period of tine they've
wi t nessed di spl acenent caused by
rapi d corporate devel opnent.

The devel opnent of 76
Pl ace woul d cause a nassive
di sruption and di spl acenent
primarily in Chinatown but also the

city at large, goodness. The
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pl anned cl osure of the Market-
Frankford Line woul d inpact the
day-to-day |ivelihood in hundreds
and t housands of worKking-cl ass
Phi | adel phi ans.

The cl osure of nmmjor
roads such as Market, 11th, 10th and
Fil bert Street woul d cause mmj or
congestion. These closures and the
resulting congestion could threaten
the lives and the routes of
Jefferson hospital's energency
departnent. This is just part of
the projected inpact during the six
years that it would take to build
this arena. |If the arena is
finished, it would not be the boon
that the devel opers advertised it
as. And whil e devel opers, genera
contractors and 76ers organi zati ons
profit, the hundreds of staffers
hired will not nake a |ivabl e wage.

Thank you.
(Appl ause.)
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DR STOFF: M nane is
Dr. Elsa Stoff. | live in District
1 and | am a resident psychiatrist
at Tenple University Hospital. | am
one of the doctors along with 80
per cent of Phil adel phians in general
who is worried that the arena w |l
endanger access to energency nedi ca
care.

The JMI traffic analysis
predi cts that anything beyond 40
percent of participants driving to
the arena for events will result in
gridlock at critical intersections.
Based on the anpbunt of car owners in
Phi | adel phi a and t he nunbers shown
in the traffic analysis, it is
extrenely likely that well over 40
percent of attendees would drive to
the arena. Therefore, we'd expect
maj or traffic delays and gridl ock.

Every 10 m nutes del ayed
intraffic increases a patient's

chance of death by 57 percent. This
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I ncl udes possi bl e delays to reaching
sonme of the city's | argest
obstetrics units. Rates of maternal
nortality are three to four tines

hi gher in Black wonen. This is an

I ntersectional issue.

There's already a health
care crisis in this city,
particularly since the closure of
Hahnemann. | call on our el ected
officials to not worsen this crisis.
Vote no on the arena. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. SI MPSON:  Good
evening. M nane is Kathy Sinpson.
My congregation is |ocated at Broad
and Arch. |I'mhere testifying today
with Arch Street United Methodi st
Church and POVER Interfaith,
Philly's | argest faith-based
organi zing effort representing 55
congregations of every faith, race
and age across every Council

District.
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I n concl usi on, PONER
Interfaith demands City Council to
sl ow down this process and nake sure
the community benefits agreenent
reflects the needs of the comunity.
And if that is not possible, then we
demand the arena project be stopped
fully. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. WATSON:  Thank you.
My nane is Daryl Watson. [|I'ma
resident of the 4th District and ny
congregation First Unitarian Church
of Phil adel phia is located in the
1st District. |'mhere with POAER
Interfaith, Philly largest faith-
based organi zing effort representing
55 congregations of every faith,
race, age across every Council manic
District.

Qur congregations, our
fam |ies and our nei ghborhoods in
the city are at a tipping point and

we didn't becone the npst
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I npoverished big city in Anerica by
happenstance. It's hard to keep
food on the table. Qur take-hone
pay is far dwarfed by our take-hone
costs and the mllennials and Gen Z
are being priced out of the
Anerican dream

|"'ma proud product of a
uni on household. M daddy built and
repai red hones across the city,
i ncluding the Veterans Stadium and
we can't even afford houses that he
woul d have built years ago in an era
of rising costs, record honel essness
and massive divestnents in every
aspect of public life, a $50 mllion
CBA proposed two plus years ago no
| onger nmakes dollars and cents.
It's not even worth the value of $50
mllion as it was proposed,
especially by a teamthat's worth
over $4.6 billion as of Cctober
2024. POWNER Interfaith demands City

Council slow this process down, work
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Wi th residents and businesses in
Chi natown and create a real CBA
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Just one
nmonent, sSir.

| would like to cal
Ms. Cat heri ne Koch, Rosie Henson,
Freda Ander son and John Beckman,
pl ease cone forward.

(Wt nesses approached
podi um)

THE CLERK: And, sir,
pl ease state your nane for the
record and begin with your
testi nony.

MR, THOVMPSON:. Bob
Thonpson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Go ahead, Bob.

MR. THOWSON: | stand
here as a |ifelong Phil adel phi an.
My kids are sixth generation and

al so a union worker. The city has
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been in a major decline. | wake up
every norning and see this firsthand
under 1-95. The city needs the
j obs, the revenue and a safety plan
around this arena to make it
successful again. Let's face it,
Center City is a ness. |It's tine
for a major refresh in this city and
| support the arena. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. SEVERI NO Thank you.
Sorry, I'mkind of short. Hello.
My nane is Joanna Severino and | am
a substance use di sorder researcher
at Tenple and a constituent of
District 5. |1'mhere because |
bel i eve that the proposed 76ers
arena is a bad idea for the
Phi | adel phia comunity and the only
fol ks who stand to benefit fromthis
are the billionaires.

As sonmeone who cannot
afford a vehicle and relies heavily

on SEPTA to do things such as attend
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my church in Center Cty, | worry
about the well-being of SEPTA, which
we al ready know is in deep financi al
di stress, even w thout the
construction of the arena posing an
additional $20 to $25 nmillion a year
financial burden that it sinply
cannot afford.

Taki ng SEPTA every day, |
know t hat students the elderly,
folks with disabilities, et cetera,
all rely heavily on Septa and we
al so cannot afford the prices to go
up or the quality of service to go
down. Lastly, as a bionedi cal
researcher | feel outraged for the
fol ks that work at Jefferson whose
life-saving care will be threatened
by the gane-day gridlock. So tel
me is a gane worth a life.

(Appl ause.)

M5. KOCH: H . M nane
I's Katherine Koch and I"'mterrified

and | have to go to the bat hroom
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noved to Philly about 10 years ago
and it is the nost fabulous city
|'"ve ever been in. It has the best
sports fans in the world and the
best Chi nat owmn and Gayborhood and |
just don't under st and.

| conpletely want the
76ers to have an arena but just not
in Chinatown. |'ma honme care nurse
and bl oody hell when you have a
patient assigned to you in
Chi natown, you can't park. It is so
congested. Driving down Chest nut
Street is a pain in the ass. Please
vote no. Please. Sorry.

(Appl ause.)

MR. BECKMAN. Good
evening. M nane is John Beckman.
I Iive in Council menber Bass's
District. I'ma city and regional
pl anner, retired partner at WRT, a
nati onal planning and design
practice with offices in

Phi | adel phia and San Franci sco.
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| have many decades. You
can see a |lot of decades of
experience planning in major cities
across the United States. New
Oleans is one exanple where | was
asked to prepare a plan for the
recovery of the entire city after
Hurricane Katrina. M profession is
under standi ng cities.

The notivation of all
arena proposals is to maxi m ze the
owner's profit and that's fine.
However, we do not have to accept
their first proposed |ocation, terns
or schedule. Renmenber, this is a
citywi de project and we have to
understand what is the city going to
get fromthis.

The proposal gives thema
lot. What we will get is short-term
j obs that woul d happen anywhere an
arena's built, a massive internally
focused devel opnent that deadens the

area for pedestrians and busi nesses.
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Thi nk about the Convention Center, a
beautifully designed Convention
Center. |It's the sanme deadeni ng
effect, |ong-term devel opnent
di sincentives at Mrket East,
destruction of a thriving cultural
i nportant nei ghborhood, traffic
benefits unfunded, additional denmand
on SEPTA and because of the PILOT
agreenent, reduced property tax
revenue needed for our schools
services and infrastructure. This
is the wong |ocation and a terrible
deal .

(Appl ause.)

M5. CAMPBELL: Hi. [|I'm
Jani ce Moore Canpbell, a nenber of
Arch Street United Methodi st Church
and Chair of our Church Council. W
sit at the corner of Broad and Arch
Street in Councilmnic District 1.
| am here to ask you to protect a
community of color.

Sone very, very, very
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rich people seek to displace the
Chi natown community. The
billionaires sinply don't have to
work it out in the already well -
establ i shed sports district.
Chinatown will suffer as the
privileged continue to reign over
the marginalized.

This Arena project is
about place, class, belonging and
the unrestricted exercise of power
and noney by billionaires. As one
who conpl etel y understands what it
feels like to be not seen, | stand
wi th Chinatown. The |and use
deci si ons you nake have far-reaching
political and econom c consequences.
As our representatives, your role --
no, your priority is to sustain al
Phi | adel phi a communi ti es.

Do not use the powerful
| evers of governnent, city
governnent to destroy nei ghbor hoods

in order to benefit the rich and the
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powerful. They not like us. | ask
each of you to pay attention to the
nmonmentum  Renove all blinders and

care enough to get this right.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Excuse ne.
Just one nmonent please. Wuld
Kezi ah Ri dgeway, John Donahue,
Cam|lle Henry, Brian McGovern and
Ella Israeli, please cone forward.
Agai n, that's Keziah Ri dgeway, John
Donahue, Camille Henry, Brian
McGovern and Ella Israeli, please
cone forward.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

THE CLERK: Ma'am you
may state your nanme for the record
and begin with your testinony.

M5. HENSON. My nane is
Rosie May Henson. |'ma resident of
Phi | adel phia. The majority of
Phi | adel phi ans are against this

project and the harnms it wll cause.
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And so, they keep aski ng why woul d
our City officials proceed. Does it
have to do with the over $7 mllion
76 DevCo has spent | obbying our City
governnent, | obbying the sane people
needed to grease the wheels of this
deal .

G ven the | ack of
transparency in this process and
shutting out of community voi ces,
the Save Chi natown Coalition has
filed right-to-know requests to Gty
agencies and City Council offices
i nvol ved in these neetings. The
Cty's Law Departnent, whose R ght-
to-Know Unit is overseen by Andrew
Ri chnond, has systematically denied
all of the Coalition's requests.

Upon the Coalition's
appeal of this decision, the
Pennsyl vania of O fice of Open
Records ruled that the Gty needed
to release this public informtion

under the state's right-to-know | aw.
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Do you know how Andrew Ri chnond' s
unit responded, they sued the
Coalition to keep these records
secret.

You know what el se Andrew
Ri chnond has been up to in that tine
frame, neeting weekly with the
devel opers of 76 Place. Wy would
the City sue the community to keep
an open process secret? Wuld it
shed light on howthe Gty crippled
t he Departnent of Planning and
Devel opnent by pushi ng out
experi enced planners ahead of the
rel ease of the arena's inpact
studies only to replace themwith a
real estate | awyer?

Wuld it show that Sam
Rhoads of the Phil adel phi a
I ndustrial Devel opnent Corporation
who oversaw t he inpact --

(Appl ause.)

MR. DONAHUE: Good

evening. Good evening. Thank you,
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Counci | President Johnson and
menbers of the Philadelphia Cty
Council for this opportunity to
address you tonight. And to ny
Asian friends in the audi ence
toni ght, Wang Chang Hau, ny nane is
John Donahue. |'m a business agent
for IBEWLocal 98 and |'mhere to
state ny strong support for the
approval of 76 Place on East Market.

Yes, | BEW Local 98 and
our brothers and sisters in the
Bui | di ng Trades construct buil di ngs
for aliving. 76 Place is the
| ar gest econom ¢ devel opnent project
Phi | adel phi a has seen in many
generations. To the trades, 76
Pl ace neans nore than 9,000 fam|y-
sustai ni ng uni on construction jobs
| asting nore than a decade, 10
years' worth of work.

Li ke the esteened nenbers
of Gty Council, | have sat through

the majority of the public hearings
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on 76 Place. The debate is
appropriate. \What isn't appropriate
Is the opposition's repeated fantasy
that there is an alternative project
in the wwngs. There's not. There's
no alternative project. The 76ers
are the only ones stepping up with a
check, $1.3 billion of their own
noney to build a downtown cl ass
arena. This is a classic Not In My
Backyard Syndrone at work. These
sane groups tried to doom and gl oom
t he PA Convention Center. It's
typical NIMBYismto try and Kil

this product. Build it, buildit,
build it, buildit.

(Appl ause.)

M5. ANDERSON: Hi. M
nanme i s Freda Anderson. |'ma
lifelong resident and a teacher here
in the School District of
Phi | adel phia. 1'ma high schoo
soci al studies teacher. Every

single day | try and nmake sure that
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nmy students understand that their
voice matters. Political engagenent
matters. Voting matters. Speaking
at Gty Council matters.

| do not want to be nmade
aliar to ny students. Over 70
percent of Phil adel phia voters are
against this arena. It is difficult
for me to look into the faces of ny
students and tell themthat their
representatives care about what they
have to say if they vote against 70
percent of the city of Phil adel phi a.

In addition, | work in a
school building that walls are
crunbl i ng around ne as asbestos case
after asbestos case cl oses the
school s in our School District, and
this arena has proposed and the
School Board has approved for them
not to pay the property taxes that
we as City enpl oyees and students
are owed. Please do not make ne a

liar to ny students. Thank you.
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(Appl ause.)

M5. HENRY: M nane is
Camlle Henry. |I'ma resident of
District 3. I|'ve lived there for
over 25 years. |'malso a physician
and | work in South Jersey. | have

the opportunity to drive over the
bri dge and back and forth every day,
and I'lIl tell you people our South
Jersey nei ghbors are not going to

| eave their cars hone.

What is that going to do
to our access to energency care here
in Center Cty. If you're in the
m ddl e of a heart attack, you'd
better hope there's no Sixers gane
on. If you or your child are having
an asthma attack and that asthma
i nhal er is no | onger working no
matter how nuch you punp it, you'd
better hope there's no Sixers gane
on when you need to go to the ED.

I f you're pregnant and

bl eedi ng unexpectedly or the
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unbilical cord is wapped around
your child's neck, you better hope
and pray that there's no Sixers gane
on. |In all of these cases m nutes
matter and determne |ife versus
deat h and permanent disability.

What's the City's plan as
wel | for when anbul ances can't get
t hrough or they have to be diverted
to other hospitals at Tenple and
HUP. Pl ease read the white paper
fromthe No Arena Philly Med G oup.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Wbul d Sonya
Sanders, Mark Cincy, Sanita
Churchill and Elizabeth Newsone,
pl ease cone forward. And would al so
Reverend Robin Hyni cka, please cone
forward. Again, Sonya Sanders, Mark
Cincy, Sanita Churcill, Elizabeth
Newsome and Reverend Robin Hyni cka,
pl ease cone forward.

(Wtnesses approach

podi um )
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THE CLERK: And, sir, you
can state your nane for the record
and begin with your testinony.

MR, BROMN:  Yeah. My
name i s Maxwell Brown and | have a
mentorship programin over 15
schools in the School District of
Phi | adel phia. Wen | first started
nmy nmentorship program all of the
billionaires and mllionaires that
y'all are conpl ai ni ng about were the
first ones to step up to this table
and say what can | do to help
I nprove the quality of life for the
students in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

The Sixers have not only
provided me wth financing, they
have provided ne with an opportunity
to put Junior 76ers teans in each of
nmy schools to allow kids who are
going to school, respecting their
teachers, getting their education,

participate in a ganme. They cone to
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the school, turn it into Wells
Fargo, get the kids unifornms and
make themfeel a part of what it's
like to be in professional sports.

They have opened up their
busi ness office to teach ny nentees
the inportance of business and
educati on and how it goes hand-i n-
hand. So |I don't know how it works
for you, but for nme build the
st adi um

(Appl ause.)

M5. | SREALI: Good
evening. M nane is Ella Israeli
| ama resident of District 3. And
based on previous comments, | feel
the need to say that | ama proud
Jew. |'ma social worker at Philly
Thrive and environnental and housing
justice organi zati on based in G ays
Ferry. This arena is a bad deal for
the entire city of Phil adel phi a.

| amno stranger to City

Hal | . Last budget season | was here
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every week with Philly Thrive
menbers to successfully advocate for
$5 mllion for one hone repair
program The proposed CBA gives
only $3 million to support housing
prograns in the entire city.

$3 mllion for housing in
Phil adel phia is a literal joke.
Philly Thrive has nultiple
| ow-i nconme nmenbers that have had to
| eave their nei ghborhoods, their
homes where they have |ived for
decades, even |leave the city itself
in order to find an affordabl e place
tolive. Voting yes to the proposed
deal is saying that you, Gty
Counci | nrenbers, are giving the green
light to billionaires continuing to
profit at the expense of |ow | ong-
term |owincone residents who are
being forced out of the city every
single day. Vote no on the arena.
Voting yes is selling out. What

makes our city great is people.
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(Appl ause.)
M5. NEWSOMVE: Hello. M

nane is Claire Newsone, and |I'm here
to testify against the arena. And
I|"mhere to talk about traffic. 114
i s the nunber of pedestrian and
bi cycl e deat hs that have occurred
this year alone. Two is the nunber
of years that hit and runs have gone
up in Philadel phia in the past --
t he nunber of years that hit and
runs have gone up in Phil adel phi a.
And three is the nunber
of accidents that |'ve personally
W t nessed outside of ny own hone
since | noved to 29th Street in
July. 1 don't know about you. But
when | cross the Ben Franklin
Bridge, | would nuch prefer to see
t he beautiful lights of the Chinese
Lantern Festival as opposed to
traffic and the screans of nothers
who have just lost their children

because they the anbul ances and
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energency services were not able to
get those children there in tine.

And | would just like to
note that 70 percent of
Phi | adel phi ans woul d also like to
see the lights. So | leave this to
you, are we goi ng to choose death
and the cries of nothers over the
light. | hope you see the light.

(Appl ause.)

REVEREND HYNI CKA:  Good
evening. |'m Reverend Robyn
Hyni cka, pastor of Arch Street
Uni ted Methodi st Church in the 1st
District and a resident of the 7th
District of Philadel phia. Al ong
with a majority of Phil adel phians
surveyed, | say enphatically no
arena i n Chi nat own.

Billionaire devel opers
will reap inmense profits while our
communities will be left to pick up
the pieces. Not only wll Chinatown

be a historic and culturally rich
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nei ghbor hood faced the threat of
erasure, the Sixers arena deal robs
our public institutions throughout
the city.

There's noney that wll
be left on the table because the
Sixers will not be required to pay
property taxes. That noney coul d
fund schools, libraries, affordable
housi ng, nmental health services in
nei ghbor hoods that have al ready been
pushed to the margins. Don't
m sunderstand ne. |'mall for
devel opnent that brings nore work to
our trade and service unions but not
at the expense of the |ast worKking-
cl ass nei ghborhood in Center City.

| amall for project that
expands opportunity for mnority
wor kers but not a project devoid of
mnority investnment. | amall for a
project that raises the profile
Phi | adel phia as a place of economc

opportunity for all but not one that

Page 117

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

per petuates the privil eges of
billionaires. | ask City Council to
stop this ill-conceived project.
Anything | ess would nean that Cty
Hal | has chosen to prioritize
billionaires over the people who
live, work, learn and vote here.
Thank you very nuch

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Pardon ne,
ma' am Woul d El ena Di Lapi, Janes
Potts, Kate Esposito, Gegory
Wal dman, Joseph Freedman, pl ease
conme down. Again, M. Elena D Lapi,
Janes Potts, Kate Esposito, G egory
Wal dman, Joseph Freedman, pl ease
come down.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

THE CLERK: And, na'am
you nmay state your nanme for the
record and begin with your
testi nony.

M5. COLEE: | will be
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speaking for Sanita Churchill's
place. M nane is Reverend Laura
Colee. | live in D strict 1. |
serve as the pastor at First
Presbyterian Church in Phil adel phi a
in District 2. I'mhere testifying
today wth POAER and as a parent of
a 2-year-old.

It is striking to ne that
the only legislation that the Gty
Counci| has been able to consider in
recent nonths is related to the
arena and school closures. It
suggests that the financial desires
of a few billionaires take precedent
over the educational needs of our
chil dren.

Only $7 mllion of the
comunity benefits agreenent is
earmarked for child public education
pur poses. Wen in 2018 the 76ers
Arena proposal on the waterfront
cane with plans to build an entire

publ i c school which would have cost
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way nore than the 50 mllion being
of fered today.

Sinply put, | think the
Cty Council is short-changing
itself, the city and our children.
W need you to demand nore fromthe
CBA. W need you to do your due
di l i gence and actually negoti ate
with 76 DevCorp for nore noney. W
need you to not rush this
| egislation on their tineline and
not on yours. W need you to not
sell out this city for $50 mllion.

(Appl ause.)

MR. FREEDVAN:. Hell o and
thank you all for the opportunity to
talk and the way this hearing has
been conducted. | live at -- ny
name is Joseph Freedman. | live at
2014 WAl nut Street. As you probably
know, a year or two ago, up to a
year or two ago, there was
construction at 1919 Wl nut, and one

| ane of traffic between 19th and
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20t h on Wal nut was closed off, so it
was a sidewal k. There was
consi der abl e congesti on.

And it seens to ne the
congestion in the construction phase
of any project, not to tal k about
afterward, is a very considerable
cost, and it's a cost which could be
neasured as to how nuch tine your
people are taking -- in the multiple
of people and the nultiple of
dol l ars that each person earns or is
entitled to.

| haven't seen any
di scussion here, unless | mssed it,
about the congestion cost of the
construction phase. And | think
this does need to be discussed and
estimated and figured as part of the
project. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. TASCO (Good eveni ng,
Counci |l President and nmenbers of

Council as well. Thank you for the
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opportunity to speak. | am Robin
Tasco. | ama proud nenber of Loca
Union 98. And this is what | want
to say, I'mgoing to take a page out
of our man Allan |verson.

And he said, what are we
tal ki ng about here, practice. Are
we tal king about gentrification? |
nean, really. This legislation as
far as |I'mconcerned hit nost of the
boxes. Now, everybody ain't going
to be happy. But guess what, if we
don't have any econom cs comng into
the city, all this other stuff we
tal ki ng about don't nean not hi ng.
I'"'mhere to say to you right now
toni ght, because I'mtired, |'ve
been here follow ng | egislation on
testinoni es and people's comments.

W' re tal ki ng about
Chinatown. | got |love for you. But
guess what, nmajority of the people
in the city of Phil adel phia | ook

like me. And |I'mready for
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opportunity and this Mayor has put
stuff in place with a team of
experts. Read the information and
stop with all this nonsense. What
are we tal king about here, practice.
W need jobs. W need opportunities
and we need economcs in the city.
Let's get it done. I'mfor the
st adi um

MR. COOK: Good evening.
My nane is Jack Cook. [|I'ma
busi ness agent for the El evator
Constructors Union Local 5 and |
live in Philly. There's nothing
nore inportant than the dignity of
wor k and having a good job to
support your famly. This arena
wi | | provide good-paying jobs during
the construction and after the
construction is finished.

The arena will spur
growt h on East Market from Gty Hall
to Delaware. This devel opnent is so

desperately needed for our city.
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Wthout the arena, East Market w ||
stay the same, no foot traffic
during the day and sketchy at night.
Wth this developnent it will bring
nore jobs and tax revenue for the
city. Nothing worthwhile is easy.
But at the end of the day, this

arena will be a positive for our
city. | urge the Council to vote
yes.

(Appl ause.)

MR, VWALDVAN:  Good
eveni ng, Council nenbers. M nane is
Geg Wldman. I'ma Cty worker,
AFSCMVE nenber and a Jew sh resident
of District 1. |'m speaking on ny
own behal f urging you to vote down
the arena legislation. It is absurd
that this arena is still being
considered at this stage. Even
after the near unani nobus opposition
from Chi nat own and surroundi ng
communi ties and the inpact studies

showi ng how this arena woul d harm
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Chi nat own busi nesses, put lives in
danger and |l ead to severe service
sl owdowns for our transit network.

Clearly all that matters
to bought-off politicians is
canpai gn contri butions. Al nost half
of the $2 million to Mayor Parker's
primary run and over 60 percent of
Counci | menber Squilla's half mllion
comng fromthe real estate industry
and buil ding trades and the bul k of
the nmeasly $50 million over a
30-year CBA negotiated w thout i nput
from Chi natown going to the Mayor's
pet projects instead of mtigating
di rect inpacts.

This process is being
rushed to neet the tineline set by
three men with $16 billion in
conbi ned net worth and a bunch of
hal f - baked pl ans. Nobody cares that
they're Jewish. Do you really want
to be renmenbered for ignoring

war ni ngs from experts and | oud
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opposition fromthe vast majority of
your constituents. As a city
pl anner, | w sh we had the sane
urgency to reduce traffic rel ated
fatalities so that a third of our
cl osed --

(Appl ause.)

MS. Di LAPI: Thank you,
President and Gty Council nenbers.

| appreciate you all being here

tonight. | want to speak to you
agai nst the proposed bill. | want
to say that --

THE CLERK: Ma'am pl ease
state your nane for the record.

M5. D LAPI: Onh, Elena
Di Lapi .

THE CLERK: Thank you,
ma' am

M5. D LAPI: Sorry. 1've
lived in Philly for alnost 50 years
and |'ma resident of GCernmantown.
And | see ny Council person here.

H. Since retiring -- | nean, |'ve
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wor ked for nost of ny life, focused
on the safety of and equity for
worren and girls while building
communi ty.

Since retiring, |
volunteered with Taller
Puertorriqueno in North Philly and |
know t he val ue of cultura
organi zations to our city. | want
to support the fact that we have a
Chi natown where it is the center for
APl culture, comunity and
celebration. W need to pronote
that. W need to protect that. W
need to enhance Phil adel phia's PAAN
Asi an cultural treasures and they
shoul d be anong a priority for when
we' re | ooking for changes in the
city.

| want to say that one of
the things that we need is for you
to say no to this proposal. | am
rem nded of -- | don't know if those

of you who know about the Bl ack
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Bottomin West Philly, okay, and
that was a situation in which the
City decided to support -- okay.

But let ne just say we
don't want another one. W don't
need anot her Black Bottom The
people are really lanmenting the fact
that their comrunity is gone 50

years later. Let's not do that

agai n.

(Appl ause.)

M5. ESPOSITO H. I'm
Kate Esposito. | amceding ny tine

to Lurline Jones.

M5. JONES: Good evening.
My nane is Lurline Jones and | am a
80-year resident of this great city.
And |'m here to give voice from
PONER and the organizing efforts
that they have and on behal f of ny
church, St. Paul's Baptist Church.
| amwell aware of creating
enpl oynent, upgrading salaries are

i nportant.
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However, disruptions,
I nconveni ences, displacenents can
and will have a nmajor effect on our
nei ghbor hoods in the north, the
south, the east and the west.
St. Paul Baptist is a little under a
mle fromthe proposed site. During
any given day parking around
St. Paul it's a prem um because
people who work with the city park
t here but the residents cannot, and
it's going to be a nightmare when
that stadiumor arena is built.

Fai t h- based prograns
wor ship not only on Sunday, they
operate all during the week, feeding
t he honel ess, working with the
nei ghbor hood. So, therefore, I'm
asking ny Gty Council peopl e,
Ant hony Phillips, Gty Council, slow
down this process. Mke sure we get
benefits. |f possible, get rid of
it. But you can find a new

| ocation. Thank you.
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(Appl ause.)
THE CLERK: Just one

nmoment, ma'am Would Kurt Ostrow,
Kat herine Ri |l ey, Rachel Chang,

Mel ani e Hsu and Ray Coyne, please
cone forward. Wuld again Kurt
Gstrow, Katherine Riley, Rachel
Chang, Mel anie Hsu and Ray Coyne,
pl ease conme forward.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

THE CLERK: And, nm'am
you nmay state your name for the
record and begin with your
testi nony.

M5. DI LLON LONE: Ckay.
H. M nane is Katie Dillon Lowe.
I["ma resident of the 1st Council
District. | want to make it clear
that regardl ess of where you may
have seen ne or heard ny nane
before, I'mhere to speak only on ny
own behalf and with your bl essings

on behal f of all of Philadel phia who
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are agai nst the arena.

The facts and the data
have been covered and if you've been
listening, you know that this is a
bad deal for Phil adel phia wit |arge
so |l don't think I need to talk
about that. | want to tal k about
Phi | adel phi ans. Many of us here
have -- many of us here have done
this before in one way or another.

W' ve rai sed our voices
to preserve our hones, our
comuni ties, our historic buildings
and the history they represent, and
we are so tired of being required to
do so nuch to protect our nei ghbors
because our elected officials, sone
of them we chose and sone of them we
did not, keep choosi ng canpai gn
donati ons over peopl e.

When do regular citizens
get to becone stakehol ders. W' ve
been told over and over that we

don't count because we aren't | and
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owners. W aren't billionaires. W
aren't devel opers or corporate
busi ness owners or | eaders of well-
funded institutions. W're
volunteers. W're not bots. W
canme here of our own volition and
each and every one of us hopes to be
t he one person that convinces you to
care for us. WIIl our collective
voi ce sway you -- damm, that was so
short.

(Appl ause.)

M5. CHANG M/ nane is
Rachel Chang. | live in District 3.
Wio will you stand for, who will you
fight for, who are you protecting,
who are you serving, who, who, who.
The peopl e say no arena, the people
say no arena, the people say no
arena. Wwo will you stand --

(Backgr ound
I nterruption.)

M5. HSU. M nane is

Mel anie Hsu, District 3, Jame's
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District. WII you stare --

(Backgr ound
interruption.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Listen up, y'all. Listen
up. Excuse ne. I'mtrying to help
y'all out. Go ahead and do your
public coment. Al | ask for is
nobody el se to cooment. Go ahead
and do your thing. Go ahead.
That's a public comment. That's a
conment .

M5. HSU. No | oss because
| can't sing. As you fill this
little roomwth (inaudible), wll
you tell all the children that you
fought for the people who fill this
little roomw th song.

Counci | renber Squilla, I'ml ooking
at you. WII you tell your children
that you fought for the people.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Do we got a rendition of
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Buil d baby build to nmake it fair?

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Let's keep this process
going. Go ahead, young lady. State
your nane for the record and pl ease
begi n your testinony.

M5. COYNE: Hello. ny
name is Ray Coyne. | live in D5
and I work in D1. | had a long
prepared statenent. M nane is Ray
Coyne. | had a | ong- prepared
statement but |'ve kind of had to
scrap it and sonething that | wanted
to say was that | was here on the
24t h and Counci | mrenber Johnson said
that this is a transparent process.

| would like to formally
di sagree with that statenent. |[If we
have to shorten everyone's speaking
time to one mnute while there's so
many peopl e who have sonething to
say. Then maybe we're not giving

everyone enough tinme and maybe City
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Counci | doesn't have enough tine to
appropriately | ook at this proposal.
Way are you all deciding that we can
work on the 76ers tineline to say
yes to a proposal that Cherelle
Par ker sinply agreed to w thout
changi ng anything that they proposed
to Mayor Kenney two years ago that
he rej ect ed.

| do not understand how
we can be asked to sit here and say,
yes, this is a transparent process.
If there is actually no alternative
to this project, the City and Gty
Council needs to do better and dream
bi gger. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK:  Wbul d Maxwel |
Brown, Laura Colee, Chidi -- oh,
Maxwel | went. Ckay. Laura Col ee,
Chidi Uzoije, Anton Moore, Mtch
Channi n, pl ease cone forward.
Agai n, Laura Col ee, Chidi Uzoije,

Anton Moore, Mtch Channin, please
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conme forward.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

THE CLERK: And, sir, you
may state your nanme for the record
and begin with your testinony.

MR OSTROW Kurt Ostrow,
District 2. |I'ma proud public
school teacher and PFT Uni on nenber.
First, | want to address ny siblings
in the Building Trades. This arena
Is not the only way to create good
union jobs in this city. Wy not
repair and green our schools, our
transit and our infrastructure.

| will use the rest of ny
time tonight to anplify the voices
of ny students. | coach the ethics
bowl team And one of our seniors
refl ected for young people
especially, Chinatown is a beacon of
culture and sol ace whil e ot her
spaces in Center City bar

adol escence fromentering after
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2:00 p.m, businesses in Chinatown
wel cone young peopl e.

Anot her student, a
l'ifelong resident of Chinatown
refl ected on the dangers of
gentrification. The sane thing
happened to Washington D.C.'s
Chi natown after the construction of
the Capital One Arena. They have an
arch but that's it. It's not a
Chi natown. The peopl e cannot afford
to live there

At ethics bow practice,
every week we tal k about right and
wong and we talk a | ot about
denocracy. Take this opportunity to
do what's right and prove to ny
students that we live in one. No on
t he arena.

(Appl ause.)

M5. RILEY: Hello. W
nanme is Katherine Riley. I'ma
Phi | adel phia resident of District 3

and a teacher nenber of PFT 3. |I'm
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a fourth generation union nenber and
"' m here against the arena. Under
the arena's proposed PILOls, SDP
school s woul d receive $50 mllion.
In a district that's
consi dering building closures, 50
mllion is insulting. Philadel phia
schools are facing a facilities
crisis. Schools do not have the
electrical wiring to install AC for
hot sumrer days. W have broken
tiles and unrenedi at ed asbestos. An
arena is our priority. The Mayor
has called for a cleaner and greener
Phi | adel phia. The health of our
youth is a non-negoti abl e.
Nationally 5.8 percent of
children have asthma. In
Phi | adel phia it's 21 percent. The
proposed construction of the arena
woul d take over half a decade
creating air pollution, including
cement dust, sawdust, asbestos,

heavy netals and synthetic fibers.
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This pollution is bad for anyone but
especi al ly dangerous for our City's
young peopl e.

The proposed arena woul d
deci mat e Chi natown as we know it.
It's projected that 50 percent of
busi nesses wi |l be negatively
i npacted by the construction and
countl ess residents of the
nei ghbor hood, a cultural hub wll be
di spl aced. That's unaccept abl e.

Al in exchange for what, profit for
a fewbillionaire owers of a second
to last team Gty Council,

I npl ore you reject the arena.

(Appl ause.)
MR CHANNIN: H . [|I'm
Mtch Channin. |'ma resident of

the 10th District in Far Northeast
Philly, a SEPTA rider, a nmenber of
PONER | nterfaith, the product of a
proud PFT union famly. Like the
T-shirt says, I'"'mpro union, I'mpro

jobs, but I"'mnot pro building this
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arena i n Chi nat own.

It's obvious that
Chinatown is not the appropriate
| ocation for this arena, in part
because there's no legitimte plan
to ensure that nore than 40 percent
of fans use SEPTA to get there,
whi ch woul d result in catastrophic
gridlock in Center City, as the
traffic study indicated.

Even though 70 percent of
t he peopl e in Phil adel phia agree
that this is not an appropriate
pl ace for the arena, it's really
pai nful for nme as a nenber of a
union famly to be here in
opposition to the building trades.
And | blame Gty Council for its
failure of |eadership in this
matt er.

Cty Council should be
focused on finding an appropriate
| ocation for the arena if, in fact,

there's a need and a desire for a
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new arena in Philadelphia. Gty
Counci | shoul d be hol di ng heari ngs
about alternative plans for the
revitalization of Market East. Wy
have there been so many heari ngs
about this Arena proposal and zero
heari ngs about alternatives for East
Mar ket Street.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: | would |ike
to call John Buzsby, Kia Chau, Tess
Fei l er, Dana Buchan and Jayson
Massey. Again, John Buzsby, Kia
Chau, Tess Feiler, Dana Buchan and
Jayson Massey, please cone forward.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

THE CLERK: And, sir, you
may begin with your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane first.

MR UzO JE: Cood
evening. M nane is Chidi Uzoije
and |'m here presenting on behalf of

Pride Enterprises General Contractor

Page 141

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

and Construction Manager and owner
Craig WIlliams in support of the
bill. The 76ers proposed arena
represents a nonunental investnent
in our great city, and it wll also
be a trenendous opportunity for
m nority-owned businesses |ike ours
to enjoy the econom c benefits of
t he devel opnent.

| have firsthand
experience with this inpact and ny
personal journey illustrates it.
The 76ers Place has a projected
budget of 1.3 billion. The
construction cost will be the nost
significant part of that spend, 35
to 50 percent of which is earnarked
for diverse businesses.

Efforts have been nade to
extend this opportunity to the
di ver se business community. An
opportunity like 76ers Place w ||
create chances for mnority-owned

busi nesses to secure partnered and
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I ndependent contracts during
construction and in the operation of
the facility and will open pat hways
for continued i ndependent grow h.
There is no doubt that this
devel opnment woul d hel p grow di verse
busi nesses inpact and revitalize
downt own Phi | adel phia and we support
it. Thank you.

M5. CHAU. M nane is
Kaia Chau. | ama born and raised
Phi | adel phi an and t he co-founder of
G nger Arts Center, a conmmunity
youth and arts center in Chinatown.
Devel opers prom sed to call a
comunity nmeeting in Chinatown to
speak to us directly but they never
di d.

We then asked the
devel opers to cone to a community
nmeeti ng we organi zed to address us.
They never cane. They sent their
DElI person. They then failed to

talk to anyone in Chi natown for over
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ei ght nonths. W asked our Mayor to
meet with us six tinmes and we asked
the Mayor before her to cone tw ce.
Deaf eni ng silence foll owed each and
every one of those eight

I nvitations.

The City study literally
says that Chinatown will be
di m ni shed or destroyed, and yet
this proposal still sits on the
tabl e sucking the legislative life
out of a body that certainly has
nore to do than shepherd in
billionaire | and grabs.

Do you know how it feels
for two-and-a-half years in |ight of
a legacy of city-driven destruction
we still have to fight and now to
pl ead once again to not be destroyed
to finally be valued and be
protected by a city that has taken
so much of our community already.

We ask you now to put an end to this

nmean-spirited, greedy, half-baked
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pl an.

Do not allow Gty Counci
to be railroaded into a shaneful
deal and a process that has anounted
to a legislative waterboardi ng do
not vote for a destruction of the
community who now asks for no nore
fromyou than to let us live. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Sir, state
your nane for the record and begin
wi th your testinony.

MR BUZSBY: Hello. M
nanme i s John Buzsby. MW
congregation is in Council District
No. 1 and I"'mtestifying wwth Arch
Uni ted Met hodi st Church and POAER
Interfaith. | amhere to speak on
behal f of our unhoused nei ghbors.
Al'l of them have been pushed around
and pushed aside for too |ong.

| don't believe in this

arena because as a work -- | work at
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Arch Street United Methodi st Church
W see unhoused individuals every
day and we have a market increase of
our guests every day basically
because unhoused nei ghbors have been
pushed around too | ong and too
often. So | would |Iike to put our
noney and resources to cheaper

housi ng. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Woul d G ndy
Farlino, Camlle White, AnaSophia
Rol lins, Charlie MGeehan and Keano
Tsao, please cone forward. Again,
that's Cindy Farlino, Camlle Wite,
AnaSophia Rollins, Charlie MGeehan
and Keano Tsao, please cone forward.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

THE CLERK: And, ma'am
pl ease state your nane for the
record and begin your testinony.

M5. FEILER  Tess Feiler.

My congregation Arch Street UMC is
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in Council District 1 across the
street and |I'm here with POAER
Interfaith. Arch Street serves
Sunday di nner to our unhoused and
shel tered nei ghbors as well as
weekday services |ike showers,

| aundry and case managenent. This
arena wll have a serious negative

i npact on our capacity and therefore
t he nei ghbors we serve the point in
time count gets |larger each year and
even we saw an increase in the
nunber of nei ghbors needi ng services
since the street sweeps in
Kensi ngt on.

This arena will cause yet
another ripple effect that providers
like us will have to bear stretching
our already |limted resources and
"Il have to tell guests that |
can't get them a shower or |aundry
slot for their urine-soaked cl othing
because we don't have enough sl ots.

An arena down the street
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nmeans our nost vul nerabl e nei ghbors
will suffer and sonme of themw |
die and that will be part of your
| egacy wwth this arena. W denand
you sl ow down this process and nake
sure the CBA reflects the needs of
everyone. And if you can't, then we
demand t he project be stopped.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. FARLINO M nane is
G ndy Farlino. M husband and |
live at 15th and Locust, District 2.
W are really angry because we feel,
as many in nmy condo, that we were
never given a voice or listened to
around this arena. W feel that if
t he Mayor is tal king about one
Phi | adel phia, is it one Phil adel phia
that doesn't nean Center City or
t hat doesn't nean the Gaybor hood and
especi ally doesn't nean Chi nat own?
Where is the one Phil adel phia?

Does it nean the public
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school kids that are not going to
get -- they're not part of one

Phi | adel phi a because they're not
going to get the $200 mllion in
taxes to help with schools. W're
really angry at the whole way this
has been uncovered. It feels like a
deal that was made sonmehow behi nd

cl osed doors that we were not part
of .

It was the nei ghborhoods
versus the billionaires and
hopefully the fol ks |Iike Kenyatta
Johnson who's in ny area will stand
up and say, this is not right
because the union jobs -- and I'ma
proud active Teanster Local 502
menber, the union jobs, the union
jobs wll be there wherever the
Sixers build the arena. It doesn't
have to be built in Philadel phia.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
M5. BUCHAN. Hi. Good
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evening. M nane is Dana Buchan.
' m here tonight with POAER
Interfaith. [|'ma resident of
District 3 but grew up in Del anare
County. \When they built the union
stadiumin Chester it was projected
to generate 74 mllion annually.
However, the city has still not seen
any significant revenue since.
Instead | w tnessed
firsthand how it contributed to the
grow ng crine rates and nunber of
unhoused people in ny area. |'m now
a case manager at the Mazzoni Center
here in District 1 where | assi st
| owi ncone and disabled clients in
navi gati ng housi ng resources. And
with the growi ng restrictions on
state-funded grants, | have the
daunting task of explaining to ny
clients that we are no | onger able
to provide them financi al
assi st ance.

| magi ne having to tel
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your clients that all you can do is
put them on housing waitlist where
they can wait for over a decade
before a spot's available, that they
will lose all of their bel ongi ngs
because they cannot pay for storage,
to just wish themluck in finding a
shelter that isn't at full capacity.

"' mnot here to condemn
building an arena in Philly in
general, but we need to sl ow down
this process and create cohesive CBA
| anguage that actually supports our
community and the housing crisis,
not just a handful of billionaires.

(Appl ause.)

MR VWHTE: M name is
Camlle Wite -- hi. M nane is
Camlle. Most know ne as
(inaudible) Mxer. [I'ma former
creative artist and photographer. |
currently live in Delaware but as a
proud West PA man, | do nost of ny

work is done here in Philly.
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| oppose the arena for
many reasons. | want to tal k about
them and the community. Fun fact,
basket bal | season is around maj or
concert season. | knowthis as |
used to work for Philly's nmajor
venues as a concert security in ny
20s. Now, as a photographer and
artist who al so worked in Atlanta
for alittle bit as a sports
phot ographer, | know what sports is
like.

| love ny teans. | m ght
not be fromPhilly, but | know what
it takes to be a conmmunity nmenber to
stand here even from Del aware. |
take the train every day com ng off
of Jefferson Station Market East. |
started doing that since | was 18
years old when | first noved here,
now in ny 30s.

Thi s whol e plan never
addressed any of the issues. It's

telling. As nost already wealthy
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whi t e busi nessnen don't plan for
both sides of their actions or
future actions, both negative or
positive, but only see the noney.
The busi nessnmen behind this Arena
pl ans have devast at ed ot her
nei ghbor hoods and now have hospitals
that are | ow i ncone. People use
this today. | urge you Council to
say no to this arena in Chinat own.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. TSAO M nane is
Keano Tsao and |'m a proud Chinese
American and Chi natown youth. All ow
nme to set the record straight, that
arenas do not benefit the econony.
It's sinply a fairy tale that this
arena wi Il spur economc growth in
Chi nat owmn and Phi | adel phia as a
whol e.

You can go on and on
about how Phi | adel phi a needs

econom ¢ stinulation, but tine and
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time again arenas are economcally
usel ess. A report by econom st from
Kennesaw Uni versity, the University
of Maryland Baltinore County, the
West Virginia University found
decisively that after review ng 130
studi es on sports stadi uns inpacts,
there's nothing to be gained

econom cally from sports arenas.

In addition, the Cty's
own study that the 76ers Conmm ssion
found that the arena would have no
benefit to Market East and nore
i kely than not destroy Chi nat own
and its culture. Wen 70 percent of
the City does not win the arena, 94
percent of the Chinatown residents
do not want the arena, when the
al ready failing SEPTA says they
won't be able to handle the Sixers
demands, when Jefferson Hospita
says they won't be able to handle
the increased traffic fromthe

arena, when the science shows
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projects like this don't have
econom ¢ benefits for the city as a
whol e, who besides the ultra wealthy
executives of the Sixers actually
gain anything fromthe arena. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. McGEEHAN:  Good
evening. M nane is Charlie
McGeehan. | am a Phil adel phia hi gh
school teacher, a District parent, a
resident of District 1 and a
lifelong Philly sports fan, |I'm al so
a union nenber. |'mhere in al
t hose capacities to urge you to vote
no on all of these bills.

| appreciate
Counci | mrenber Squilla for allow ng
nme to speak after | was initially
rejected. |'mwondering how many
ot her voi ces were excl uded tonight,
and | think that the cutting this
testi nony down to one mnute

i ndi cates just how i nappropriate it
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is for Council to rush this process
as you have.

| spend ny days teaching
civics to 16-, 17- and 18-year-olds
and |'ve showed nmany of the videos
fromthis testinony. And honestly
much of the questioning from
Counci | renbers has been a great
exanpl e of how our governnment shoul d
function. |'mjust hoping that your
actions when it cones tine to vote
mat ch your words when it has cone to
t he questioni ng, because ultimately
I"'mworried that these questions are
just a show and ultimtely that you
will capitulate to the desires of
billionaires rather than putting the
needs of our students and our city
first. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. CHAU. H . M nane
Is Aster Chau. [|I'ma junior at the
Acadeny at Pal unbo, an intern with

AAU and a volunteer with Philly
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Thrive and Sunrise. During natural
di saster you protect your hone, you
sal vage what you can and you stand
your ground because not everyone has
billions of dollars to get another.
As elected officials, are
you goi ng to nake an active choice
to let this big corporate greed
tornado known as the 76er
billionaires destroy Chinatown? Are
you going to settle for the bare
m ni mrum benefit agreenent that did
not involve the conmunity? Which
side are you on?
| want you to | ook at the
youth. W are here on a school
ni ght because we need to be heard.
These students wote letters that
will pile your desk tonorrow telling
you why Chinatown is inportant to
them but | also have letters of
t hanks for sonme Council menbers.
(Background

interruption.)
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M5. CHAU. | think it's
i mature to boo 16-year-olds. |
have a mnute. | have a m nute,
pl ease. Thank you. W don't want
76ers tickets. W need funding for
our schools, for playgrounds so kids
can have access to resources because
it's undeniable that our District is
under f unded.

The solidarity and unity
of people ready to protect China
Town, neeting new people who are in
this fight, helping ne hold on to
hope whi ch has been so hard lately
because | (i naudi bl e) brought back a
pi ece of |ove and expression within
nme.

This is ny poem |ove
letter to Chinatown to just
regroundi ng what is actually at
stake. Resilience magnetizes itself
onto your walls when people feel as
if they're about to fall they stick

together. You bring unity and
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solidarity for people who are far
from hone. Then you becone hone or
the thing closest to culture
remenbrance. Resenbl ance because
famliarity and confort.

You open your arns to
hold all the children, the
generational pains. Enbrace our
elders with their winkled hands who
have so many stories to tell. Paint
the walls with nostal gia and nmake it
hard to say farewell. | want to
wal k down the sane streets of
Chi natown's future generations,
stories of Chinatown in Chinatown.

Chi nat own has protected
us in ways that billionaires don't
understand. Because it's not their
home. It's ours. W are at the
front lines of this destruction. W
are the people, we are the youth.
Chi natown is our hone.

(Appl ause.)
REVEREND COLEE: M nane
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IS Reverend Laura Colee. [|I'm
passing ny tine to Reverend Matthew
Arlyck.

REVEREND ARLYCK: Hell o.
My nane is Reverend Matthew Arlyck.
My congregation First Presbyterian
Church in Philadelphia is in Council
District 2 and |'mhere testifying
with POAER Interfaith. At First
Presbyterian Church we have many
nmenbers who live in Center Gty.
Many of our nenbers are honebound or
are very limted in their nobility.

Sone live on fixed
I ncones or have experienced per
peri ods of housing insecurity. In
nmy capacity as the congregational
care mnister, | visit many of those
nmenbers every week and | hear their
stories. Just this norning | spoke
to a nenber who very recently was
living on the streets right here in
Center City because they are

undocunented and are afraid to seek
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out any governnent services, and
this problemis by no neans limted
to Center City.

In 2024, PONER Interfaith
surveyed over 700 people in
congregations across this city and
found that 30 percent of our
congregants have troubl e paying
their nortgage or rent every nonth.
There is a grow ng housi ng
affordability crisis and we have
wat ched maj or devel opnents goi ng up
across the city that are not
benefiting our community. Vote no.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: W I I Reverend
Al exandre da Silva Souto come
forward, Calvin WIIlianms, Adam
Shel I horse. Pardon the
pronunci ati on here, Yingxian Chen
Shel | horse, Paul Uyehar a.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

THE CLERK: Sir, you may

Page 161

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

state your nane for the record and
begin with your testinony.

DR. DaSI LVA SQUTOC.  Good
evening. |'mthe Reverend Al exandre
da Silva Souto. M pronouns are
they, themand theirs. | live in
West Philly and | serve with a
faithful and justice seeking people
of the First Unitarian Church of
Phi | adel phia in Center Cty.

|'"'m here fighting today
Wi th ny congregation and PONER
Interfaith representing 55
congregations of various faith, race
and ages across every Counci l
District. | have an architecture
degree from UC Berkel ey Col | ege of
Environnental Design and | worked
for five years with the Dean of MT
School of Architecture and Pl anni ng.
So |'"mnot only having serious
concerns froman ethical, noral and
religious perspective but from an

architecture and urban pl anni ng
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perspective as well.

There is no way for this
arena to truly benefit the people of
Phi | adel phia. Arenas in general do
not build community. Arenas do not
create sustainable jobs. Two, three
years the very nost arenas in urban
centers only work if there is robust
public transit and the devel opers
are prom sing no noney to SEPTA. It
wi |l crush SEPTA and we need SEPTA
wor ki ng, and we need the City to
have communities. Thank you very
much.

(Appl ause.)

M5. BELL: Hello. M
nane is Katherine Bell and I"'ma
menber of the First Unitarian Church
of Phil adel phia, resident of
District 2 and a nenber of POAER
Interfaith. POAER is Phil adel phia's
| ar gest faith-based organi zi ng
effort representing 55 congregations

of every faith, race age and across
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every Council District.

My famly canme to
Phi | adel phia fleeing the Irish
famne in the 1840s. 175 years ago
they arrived when the billionaires
of that day posted signs outside
t heir businesses that Irish, Blacks
and dogs need not apply for jobs.
Only they didn't say Bl acks.

The 76ers Arena proposal
Is the equival ent of today's
billionaire saying no to Chinat own,
sayi ng no to affordabl e housing,
saying no to housing insecurity
sol utions, saying no to the Schoo
District of Philadel phia. POAER
Interfaith demands Gty Council and
Counci | renber Kenyatta Johnson sl ow
down this process and nake sure the
communi ty benefits agreenent

reflects the needs of all the

comunity. |If it can't be slow
down, end the proposal. Thank you.
(Appl ause.)
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THE CLERK: Sir, you can
approach. It's fine. If you can
just hold one second, sir, that's
fine. | just want to call sone
ot her peopl e up.

Susan Nam Bi nh
Appl egat e, Rabbi Mozes, Em |y Mann,
woul d you pl ease cone forward.
Agai n, Susan Nam Bi nh Appl egat e,
Rabbi Mzes, Em |y Mann.

(Wt nesses approached
podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Go ahead, sir. You can
begi n your testinony.

THE CLERK: Yes, sir.
You can begin wth your testinony
pl ease, sir.

MR. UYEHARA: (Good
eveni ng, President Johnson and
menbers, ny nane is Paul Uyehara.
I live in District 3. Since the
late '70s, | want us to renmenber

t hat Chi natown here and around t he
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country shoul d be understood for
what they are, the products and
subj ects of race discrimnation.
They were created to provi de space
for people not permtted to |live and
wor k el sewhere agai nst the
background provided by the only
immgration |aw that targeted people
fromone country, a group subjected
to wi despread discrimnation and
raci st viol ence.

I n Phil adel phia since the
' 60s, Chinatown has been repeatedly
targeted by one devel opnment project
after another which has built a
concrete wall around the
nei ghbor hood. Chi nat own t oday
nevertheless is thriving, a
community of residents, businesses
and conmunity institutions to
provi de jobs, housing and services
to the residents, the city as well
as tourists.

It's also a hub of
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I mm grant integration not just for
Chi nese immgrants but for other

Asi ans and many Latinos. It
generates nore than its share of tax
revenues and is a pillar of Center
city. Years of denpolition and
construction --

(Appl ause.)

M5. APPLEGATE: Good
evening. M nane is Binh Appl egate.
Thank you for the opportunity to
speak at this public hearing. As a
| ongti me Phil adel phia, | |ove ny
city which enconpasses the sports
teans including the Sixers. Even
nore inportant though is the
flourishing of the city and its
resi dents.

Il live in the 3rd
District where many of ny nei ghbors
and | are concerned about the
bui l ding of the Sixers arena in
Center City and its negative inpact

on the surroundi ng conmunities of
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Chi nat owmn and WAshi ngton Square
West. MW famly and | frequently go
to Chinatown to buy groceries, dine
together at our favorite restaurants
and attend cultural events such as a
Lunar New Year cel ebration and Md
Autumm Festival. This has been an

i mportant way for ny children to

| earn about and i mmerse thensel ves
in the rich cultural heritage.

" mal so a proud parent
of a Carver E&S student. | ask Cty
Counci| and the Mayor why they are
prioritizing the needs of
billionaires when our public schools
are in dire need of inproved school
safety, asbestos renedi ati on,

i nfrastructure repairs and upgrades
and new core instructiona
resour ces.

As a nurse-practitioner
who works in District 2, the tax
breaks that Mayor Parker is giving

to the billionaires could be used to
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provi de nuch needed nental health
care services, address gun violence
and pronote healthy lifestyle and
di sease prevention. You all entered
public service because you | ove
Phi | adel phia and want to raise the
concerns of your constituents. So
pl ease listen to the voices of 70
per cent of Phil adel phi ans who oppose
the building of the Sixers arena.
Thank you for your tinme and
attenti on.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Wbul d Bar bara
Gurl ey, Stephanie Watts, Mke Still,
St ephen Pi anovi ch, pl ease cone
forward. Jam e Luck, Fern Hagedorn,
Chee Low, Andrew Lee, Kira Roberson
Dani el a Lozano, Kenny Hol dsman, John
Donohoe, Thomas Lepera, Queen Judith
Robi nson, Tom Betteridge, Elizabeth
Connor, Barbara Wl f, M chael
Carrier, Joseph Thonas Karm ner --

Kam ner rather, Shakur Wodson,
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Darnell Artis, Asantewaa Nkrumah-
Ture, Katie D Santo, Rachel Swym

(Wt nesses approached
podi um)

THE CLERK: Sir, please
state your nanme and begin with your
testi nony.

MR LUCK: Hey, folks.
My nane is Jame Luck. | live in
District 5. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak today. So |
stand here thankful for the
opportunity to talk and for the
opportunity to be heard and | hope
that Gty Council is listening to
everyone who's speaki ng here today.

Qur city's issues are
famliar to everyone who |ives here.
| nstead of solutions, we're here
tal ki ng about a project that would
stand to benefit very fewin this
city. In fact, folks that don't
live in this city whatsoever. W

are giving about $400 million in tax
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breaks in the formof paynents in
lieu of taxes, when we coul d be
using that $400 mllion to fund our
public school system

W're giving a CBA that
al l ocates nore noney to a fund that
woul d benefit the arena than to the
actual comrunity-owned busi nesses
that it purports to support. This
proposal gl osses over an unrealistic
40 percent transit figure that is
unattainable with the constraints
that we have in this city and the
constraints that we have with our
public transport system

"' mused to wei ghing
trade-offs, so let's ook at sone
trade-offs here. $400 million in
tax revenue coul d keep school s open
I npacting thousands of children.
Thank you for your bored voi ces of
time. Go back to |ooking at your
phones. $400 million in tax

revenue -- thank you for the
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opportunity to speak.

(Appl ause.)

MR CARRIER M nane is
M chael Carrier. I'ma long-term
resident of District 1 and a | aw
prof essor with expertise in sports
law. 1'd like to tal k about the
pros and cons. In terns of the pros
|'ve read every study in the past 30
years and the benefits are al ways
overstated. Watever the owners say
it never actually happens in terns
of labor, in ternms of revenues. The
sane thing happens.

What about Market East?
Page 13 of the comunity i npact
anal ysis says that the arena "w ||
not necessarily address the
chal | enges facing Market East," so
it's not fixing Market East. |It's
not living up to all its potential.
I nstead we have all the cons that
we' ve heard about.

The fol ks who are here

Page 172

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

are against it, gridlock, health,
public transportation, SEPTA being
forced to spend $20 nmillion extra a
year, construction, small business
suffering not just Chinatown but
Wash West and the Gayborhood as
wel I, and the Convention Center is a
dead zone. That's what we're going
to have here instead of 1100 Market,
tons of retail and residential.

Two final anal ogies. You
go on TV and soneone says, best dea
ever. It ends in 15 seconds. You
say is it really the best deal ever.
And, two, if you inprove the CBA,
you're putting lipstick on a pig.
It's a prettier pig, but it's still
a pig. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, WOODSON: My nane is
Shakur Wyodson. |'m an educator in
the city of Phil adel phia as well and
I"'min District 8  Thank you,

Ms. Bass, for all you do for us.
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"' mone of the organizers of the
Lonni e Young Summer League al so in
District 8. And as one of the

prem er |eagues in the city of

Phi | adel phia, | see basketball unite
people all the tine.

When nme and ny brothers
first started our summrer | eague,
many doubted that our sumrer | eague
woul dn"t bring nothing positive to
our nei ghborhood. Now, it stands as
a shining light and exanple of how
you invest in your city and you
could create opportunities, jobs.
You could create |asting inpact, so
on and so on.

W' ve created an
ecosystemthat generates a |ot of
noney and support for snal
busi nesses and a safe space to enjoy
out door basketball. As a
spokesperson for the basket bal
community in the city of

Phi | adel phia, | think this arena
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wi || be wonderful for this
conmuni ty.

| think it would bring a
ot of -- it would support a | ot of
smal | busi nesses. It supports the
African American comunity in a
bunch of different ways. | just had
the pl easure of recently speaking
with Vice-president Kanmala Harris
and we tal ked about the education
and the processes that happened in
the city of Phil adel phia.

And one of the things we
tal ked about is opportunity. This
arena will be built in the next 10
years. M kids, ny students w ||
recei ve those opportunities. Thank
y'all.

(Appl ause.)

MR. ARTIS: How y' al
doing. My nane is Darnell Artis of
the world. Mbstly know ne as
Speedy. | played for the Harlem

G obetrotters. Seven years ago --

Page 175

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

sorry, seven years ago | had a
vision for ny neighborhood, a vision
that we could bring people together
and we grew up in East Gernantown,
the seventh nost dangerous

nei ghborhood in all of the city
statistically.

And with doubt we
understand that there's reasons to
be agai nst the arena, reasons to be
for the arena. But what |I'mfor is
hope, I'mfor change, |'mfor
inmpact. And | think that building
this arena will inpact the youth,
give them a vision, give them
sonet hing that they can shoot for.

When | was younger, |
remenber the Gallery being one of
the nost vibrant places in the city,
somewhere that | always really
wanted to be. And | know that Kkids
right now don't viewit that way and
it's something that they need to be

able to look forward to. So that's
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why | am for the arena.

(Appl ause.)

MS. NKRUVAH TURE
Reverend N c, you ready? Al right.
Good evening, everyone. M nane is
Asant ewaa Nkrumah-Ture. |'man
organi zer with the Phil adel phi a
Tenants Union and Black Philly for
Chi natown. W say stop the rush for
this arena. W say take the tine to
ask questions and demand the
billionaires answer our questions.

Wiy are they hiding. Wy
are they acting |ike cowards. Wy
aren't they here to answer our
guestions this evening. Doctors
have told us that this arena would
cause a public health nightmare on
gane nights. W should listen to
these health professionals. W, the
public, have a right to knowif this
process has been ethical and | egal
every step of the way given all the

political scandals we've had in this
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city for the last 10 to 15 years.

Wuld you really, Gty
Counci | renbers, would you really
want such a nonstrosity a few bl ocks
fromthe home of your elderly
grandparents? Wuld you really want
that? So we just say no to this
Arena. Ask all kinds of questions
and for those of you who say you
care about jobs, start a canpaign to
rai se the m ni num wage.

(Appl ause.)

M5. WATTS: Good eveni ng.
My nane is Stephanie Watts for the
record. |I'mfromLogan and | |ive
and work in Germantown. | got to
hold ny phone up. In ny years
serving as a conmunity engagenent
manager at nei ghborhood nuseuns in
Phi | adel phi a and New York Cty, |
am tasked with listening to what
near nei ghbors desire for thensel ves
and their community and use the

resources available to ne to nake
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t hat happen for them

| see the role -- let ne
talk now, chile, I know y"'all want
to cheer. | see the role of Gty

Council the sane way. Citizens
entrust you with our vision of a
safe, beautiful, culturally-rich
el ectrifying Phil adel phia and we
| ook to you to execute a peopl e-
focused net hodol ogy and a peopl e-
power ed strategy.

As servant | eaders, we
must nove with the understanding
that the people we serve know what
Is best for them They have a
clearer view of their materi al
exi stence nore than we could and as
wel |l as the positive path forward
that is culturally relevant and | ong
| asti ng.

Wth 70 percent of voters
standing in opposition to the arena,
City Council's vote should reflect

that. Thank you to the
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Counci | persons who have al ready done
so. Al right. | got like two
seconds. Y'all relax. 1In closing,
real quick I want to say we not
opposed to y'all. W want y'all to
have your jobs, but we want bl ack
Peopl e to be paid properly.

In closing, as you | ook
into the crowd session-after-session
every denp of the city is
represented, for those in favor of
the arena these are people who have
sonet hing personally to gain from
the existence of 76 Place -- |I'm
wrappi ng. But what's special about
those in opposition is that many of
us don't live in Chinatown, we don't
live in the 1st District. W're

sti cking our necks out and tal king

to you. Let -- if you don't vote
no, we'll vote no in the polls.
(Appl ause.)

M5. GURLEY: H . M nane

is Barbara Gurley and ny
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congregation A d First United Church
of Christ is in the Chinatown area.
["'malso with POAER Interfaith. M
concern about the people in
Chinatown is as the prices go up,
the housing, they're not going to be
able to have affordabl e housi ng.

I"'ma retired City worker
and | was just maki ng enough. My
apartnment caught on fire and |
| ooked for housing. | had help, but
| make too nuch to get any benefits
whi ch probably a | ot of people in
Chinatown are and | can't get into
seni or housi ng because with ny
pensi on and Social Security it's too
much. So |I'm concerned about the --
"' m concerned about the residents
and | think the arena should be
built sonewhere el se. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. WOLF: My nane is
Barbara Wl f. | have lived 50 years

a mle north of here in the 5th
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District and | have worked for close
to 30 years at Children's Village, a
child care center of 430-sonething
children on the edge of Chinatown on
8th Street. It's larger than sone
of the elenmentary schools in
Phi | adel phi a.

| "' m concerned about how
this process has been so divisive
with the 76ers pronoting services
and prom ses, promses, promses to
Bl ack entrepreneurs, to the Buil ding
Trades. Many years several years
ago when Tenpl e University pronoted
a stadiumin (inaudible) in North
Phi | adel phia closing off 15th Street
several blocks north of where |
live. There was no hoopla fromthe
Bui | di ng Trades about all the jobs
this would bring and the Bl ack and
VWhite and all communities kind of
st epped back possibly wth the right
menory of what Penn did to the Bl ack

Bott om
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But Si xers as soon as
Chi nat owmn was opposed, proni ses,
prom ses, pronises to the Bl ack
community. This has been really
divisive. |It's not one Phil adel phia
and | spent too many years in child
care working to try to nmake our next
generation understand and work
together so that we don't have this
ki nd of divisive issues going
forward in Phil adel phi a.

(Appl ause.)

M5. DiSANTO M nane is
Katie D Santo. | also go by Katie
AD professionally. Just a
refresher, for those of you who have
not seen ne testify here before,
work | ess than two bl ocks fromthe
proposed arena site in Chinatown.
And a one-of-kind i ndependent| y-
owned and operated small busi nesses
that's been part of the arts and
culture in Phil adel phia for 72

years.
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We've paid the City tens
of thousands of non-transferable
i censing and zoni ng fees, taxes and
I ndi vidual licensing fees. Yet the
City's own inpact report, which I
have here predicts, that our
busi ness will not survive six years
of arena construction, needl essly
termnating all of our jobs and
decades of investnent in our
conmmuni ty.

There's several questions
left that the Gty Council nust
answer. |f a brand new shoppi ng and
entertai nnent buil ding hasn't
survived six years of operation,
what happens when an arena in its
pl ace fares even worse financially?
A basketball teamis not a noney-
printing machine. |f this team
| oses incone in attendance in this
unpopul ar arena site, the arena
operates at a | oss and/or the

devel opers face unrel ated financi al
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ruin, what recourse does the Cty
have for the hundreds of mllions of
dol I ars of consequences that we wl |
be left to face in their wake?

If the arena is built,
what is stopping themfromselling
their interests and assets to other
parties that have no contracts or
agreenents with the Gty? Wat
guarantee does the City have that
t he devel opers who' ve al ready shown
bad faith in other projects won't
sell us out even further down --

(Appl ause.)

MR. LEPERA: (Good
eveni ng, Council President, nenbers
of Council. M nanme is Thonmas
Lepera. |'mstanding here in favor

of the arena toni ght because |

heard -- | listen to everybody
tonight. | listened to themtalk
about schools. | listened to them
tal k about transit. | |istened

about crine. And all those things
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can be fixed only by tax dollars and
an increase in tax revenue. This
Si xers arena does that.

By renoving the TIF, by
removing the TIF alone, tax dollars
go into the School District. The
$6 million PILOT is the largest in
the city's history. The tax revenue
created by the ancillary
devel opnents will be huge for the
city on boon. Build the arena. |I'm
in favor. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MS. McGETTIGAN:  Hi. MW
nanme i s Kathleen McCettigan. |
think we need to tal k about the
norning after the facts are in. The
arena is not justified. This week
or next week Gty Council wll in
all likelihood vote in favor of the
arena. So what do we do on the
norning after. Do we take it to the
streets or do we roll over and pl ay

dead?
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(Appl ause.)
THE CLERK: Sar ah

Dougherty, Alina Macneal, Allie
Eastus, Marisa Adanson, Evan Ceary,
Christine Phan, Nabeel ah Bey,
Christina Vick-Kell, Al anna Fael an,
Jasm ne Chiu, Katrina Eanes, Katelyn
Eng on behal f of Francis, Joshua
Eng, Lynn Landes, Craig Heim
Cynthia MIler, Reverend Matthew
Arlyck, Maria Frizelle Roberts,
Sarah Pi ncus, Sarah Gertler, Sean
G eave, Frangy Pozo, Katie Perez,
Ant hony Pi o, Jeanette Lloyd, David
Walters, Mark Forst, Sean Hanrahan,
Eugene Thonmas, Any Chen Lozano.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Go ahead. Please state
your nane and begi n your testinony.

MS. DOUGHERTY: M nane
i s Sarah Dougherty. | was born here

in Philadelphia and | live in the
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1st District. Wile we have all
bared witness to countl ess powerful
testinonies outlining the many
reasons Chinatown is the wong pl ace
for an arena, today | wll be
speaking fromny heart because for
nme Chi nat own has al ways been a pl ace
of joy, community and rich, vibrant
cul ture.

When | wal k t hrough
Chi natown, | see people who not only
take care of each other but also
care for the Phil adel phia comunity
at large. Wen ne and ny | oved ones
have fallen ill, 1've relied on
Chinatown's markets to find herbs
and renmedies | otherw se wouldn't be
able to find at nmy |ocal grocery
st ores.

Wal k a bl ock through
Chinatown and it's inpossible not to
wal k past acupuncture and nmassage
clinics, herbal shops and pl aces of

heal i ng and comrunity care.
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Chinatown is a treasure to the

Phi | adel phia conmunity. So many
experts and conmmunity nenbers have
already outlined in detail the
significant threats that the 76ers
arena woul d pose to the health and
wel | - bei ng of our conmunity.
Counci | menbers, | urge you to stand
wi th the Phil adel phi a peopl e and use

your power to vote no on t he arena.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. MACNEAL: My nane is
Alina Macneal. | live in District

3, Jame Gauthier's, very nice to
see you here, and | am here to speak
against the arena. |'man architect
and |1've taught in the Architecture
departnment at Drexel University for
over 30 years as a design and
pl anni ng prof essi onal .

When | was in college and
graduat e school, | saw mny profession

repudi ate the terrible planning
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deci sions of the '50s and '60s

whi ch destroyed nei ghbor hoods and
damaged cities for generations. The
Arena plan as it is proposed on that
siteis arelic of the worst ideas
of the '50s and the '60s, the
subur bani zati on of the historic
downtown with a nega structure
that's out of scale and out of
context for the site, displacing

nei ghbor hoods and communiti es,
privatizing a public street and
damagi ng the historic city grid,
catering to out-of-towners rather
than | ocal residents, ensuring that
t he m xed-used round-the-cl ock
vitality, which is the |ifeblood of
a good downtown, can never happen in
this location. These are just sone
of the reasons the arena is a
terrible idea for Philadel phia. So
| urge you to vote no. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
M5. VICK-KELL: H. W
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name is Christina Vick-Kell. | live
in Squilla's District but he is not
here. | grew up a 76ers fan in

Del co, a huge chunk of ny famly

wor ks construction. But this is a
bad deal for the city. W need nore
time and nore noney for this.

Peopl e have done such a
good job tal ki ng about SEPTA,
tal ki ng about school s i n Chinatown.
| can't do better. But soneone who
lives a block away fromthe proposed
arena site, | can talk about reality
at that intersection. Mrket East
is still barren for blocks due to
the ill-planned Convention Center.

What happens those 300
off nights at the arena? That
attractive devel opnent opportunity
fromD sney turned into a hole that
turned into a parking lot. \What
happens when Trunp tariffs raise
construction prices? M partner sat

in traffic after work for an hour
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physi cally i ncapabl e of getting back
into our parking lot froma bl ock
away due to a road closure. He
finally went up and went to Cherry
Hill instead because he couldn't get
hone.

Energency services can't
just go to Jersey. Just take
transit with pleasure. | don't have
a car, but SEPTA will be destroyed
by this arena and the 76ers refuse
to pay enough to cover it. How wl|
everyone el se who doesn't have a car
handl e their commutes? Like, what?
Ckay. You keep screamng build it.
Yes, sure, you'll get those jobs.
You'll get them but build it
somewhere where it nmakes sense.

(Appl ause.)

MR CLEARY: Cood
eveni ng, Council nenbers and fell ow
Phi | adel phians. M/ nanme is Evan
Cleary. I|I'ma citizen of District

4. | appreciate the opportunity to
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speak with you today about sonething
vital to our collective future. W
all know the cherished role District
1 plays in Philadel phia, a
cornerstone of our city for over 150
years. |Its vibrant bustling hub of
culture and conmmunity where
diversity isn't just cel ebrated.
It's lived every day. That's the
bright side of the story at |east.

However, there's another
side we often overlook. District 1
was shaped by excl usionary policies
that took root in this very room 150
years ago with the Exclusion Act of
1882. Renenber, the individualist
said he found his cultural identity
in Chinatown. That's what District
1 is synbolized, communities built
by peopl e who cane toget her seeking
a place to live free from
oppr essi on.

It has grown into this

vi brant, diverse and anazi ng
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comunity and it is threatened. And
if you allowit. It wll be smashed
with a hanmmer by you. Now, there's
a few nunbers | just want to
clarify. So we keep hearing the
nunmber with SEPTA where it's 40
percent of people need to take SEPTA
for this to work. Well, really the
report says 40 percent of its people
need to use auto transit so that's
nore |i ke 60 percent of people
because where's the other 20 percent
comng from Are they wal king?
Thank you. Thank you very nuch.
Have a great night.

(Appl ause.)

MR. ENG Thank you, Cty
Council. M nane is Joshua Eng. |
know | have limted tine so |I'mjust
going to junp to ny |last point
regardi ng sonet hing that Mayor
Parker shared in an interview she
gave during last year's election.

She was tal king about the inportance
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of qualitative input in avoiding a
policy approach that says "I know
what's best for you." |

whol eheartedly agree with that
statenment and noving forward with
this project would directly
contradi ct that idea that she
expressed.

After all the input from
communi ty menbers raising critica
concerns that we've heard, approving
the proposal would only further
erode people's trust that governnent
can work for regular people rather
t han those who can buy greater
i nfl uence on this process. Building
an arena that woul d negatively
affect nore than half of Chinatown's
busi nesses and di spl aci ng | ow1i ncone
wor kers and seniors for a sports
teamwith a net worth of nore than
$4 billion would be irresponsible
governance. So | hope this hearing

won't just be a matter of good
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optics but wll actually have a rea
I npact on the decisions you're being
entrusted to make. Thank you for
your tine.

(Appl ause.)

M5. ENG H. M nane is
Kat el yn Eng. Thank you for your
tinme to let ne share today. | am
sharing on behalf of a snal
busi ness owner from Chi natown and
this is what she shared with ne. |
was born and raised in Chinatown, a
third generation resident of this
vi brant community. My grandfather
and father both owned a restaurant
and today | run a hair salon.

As a small business
owner, | amparticularly concerned
about how an arena w |l change the
dynam cs of Chinatown. M sal on
relies on a steady stream of
custoners who at tines already
struggle to access the nei ghborhood

due to traffic congestion and | ack
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of parking. Wen events or
conventions take place at the nearby
Convention Center, ny clients often
can't get into Chinatown because of
all the bl ockages.

And when they do nanage
to find parking, it is often
overpriced, sonetines double or
triple the normal rate making it
nore expensive than ny haircuts.
Addi ng an arena to the mx will only
exacerbate this problem making it
even nore difficult for ny custoners
to visit. |Is this the inage we want
to project to the worl d?

Chi nat owmn has been ny
honme ny entire life and | want ny
children and grandchildren to
experience the sane pride and sense
of community that | have felt here.
| ask you to reconsider this
devel opnent and take into account
the significant inpact it will have

on busi nesses, residents and the

Page 197

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

future of this bel oved nei ghbor hood.
Thank you for your tinme.

(Appl ause.)

M5. BEY: This is ny
anti - Market East Chinatown Stadi um
speech. M nane is Nabeel ah Bey.
I''man enpl oyee of the School
District Philadelphia. |I'ma
behavi oral health counselor. I'ma
l'ifelong Phil adel phian. This
present deal, as Parker calls it,
only benefits sone hidden hands.

The taxpayers would still have to
fix the infrastructure upgrades,

el ectrical grids, streets, plunbing,
wat er, sewage and SEPTA.

Thi s deal would rob
Phi | adel phi ans of $400 million in
tax revenue that should support our
nei ghbor hoods and schools. The SDP
Board had the nerve to approve this
on 11/2024. This project would ruin
our col oni al atnosphere in Center

City with six years of denolition
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and construction plus traffic
gridlock, also dealing with whatever
I s unearthed by environnent al
di sruption such as rats and rodents.
The sel fishness of David
Adel man or whatever his nane is, |
attended a zoom neeting during
COVI D, he shut out his face. The
only reason he's doing this is
because he wants to be able to get
out of the parking lot fast and then
be able to neet with friends and
have wi ne and di ne before the gane
in Center Cty. Please put a state-
of-the-art 7 to 12 md and high
school at Market East. And |I'm
sorry to say it, but if y'all forget

about us, we going to forget about

you.
(Appl ause.)
MR, GLEAVE: City
Counci |, thank you for your tine.

My nane is Sean G eave and I'min

favor of building the stadium MW
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father hel ped build this awesone
city. |I'ma second generation

el ectrical worker, worked in the
city for over 28 years. M son is a
third-year apprentice currently
working in the city and this is a
gane- changer for the Fashion
District and the city as a whol e.

It is paid for at no cost
to taxpayers, brand new beauti ful
stadium that would attract the best
of the best free agents and bring
basket bal I chanpi onships to the
city, like when we built The Linc it
attracted the best of the best and
we went on to go to the playoffs
every year ever since and that was
20 years ago. This is how we
protect our jobs and our I|ivelihood.
Build it. Thank you very nuch for
your tinme.

(Appl ause.)

M5. AMES: M nane is

Katri na Anes. | live in District 3
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and | am agai nst the arena and |'1I|
skip the niceties because | only
have a mnute. Before | noved to
Phi | adel phia, | served on ny | ocal
school board el sewhere in
Pennsylvania. |'ve read the
| egislation. | know what's in the
CBA and | know that the billionaires
have no plans to pay their fair
share in taxes.

This is a bad deal for
Philly. It is a bad deal for our
school s and our students and we
shoul d be ashanmed to even be
di scussing a deal this bad when it
wi | | undoubtedly hurt our
communi ties and our city. | urge
you all to vote no on this proposal
and | urge you to give the people
nore opportunities to speak where we
aren't being told that you've heard
enough fromus and won't let nore
peopl e sign up for public conmment or

where we get waitlisted and told
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we're waitlisted two hours before
the neeting or where you cut our
time froma few mnutes to just one.

It is your job to listen
to your constituents and we are
begging for the opportunity to tell
you what is happening in our lives
and what we need fromyou. It is
your job to represent us, so please
actually listen. Please give us the
opportunities to tell you why we are
agai nst this and pl ease vote no.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. HANRAHAN: Hello. M
nane i s Sean Hanrahan. | have lived
i n Phil adel phia for 15 years and
have been amazed at both the
vi brancy and | ongevity of the
Chi nat owmn and Gaybor hood
nei ghborhoods. | amcurrently
di smayed at the threat | oom ng over
bot h of these cherish nei ghborhoods.

| grewup in the D. C
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area and actually lived in D. C
where | saw the erasure of D.C.'s
Chi nat own by the construction of
what was then known as the M
Center. Business by business the
nei ghbor hood di sappeared. Now,
there are a bare handful of
Chi nat owmn shops and restaurants. By
the arch itself there is a CVS, a
Hooters and a Starbucks with their
signs witten in Chinese, a sadly
poetic rem nder of what was once
there until destroyed by
I rresponsi bl e devel opnent.

Fans of the 76ers are
unlikely to frequent either the
Chi nat owmn or the Gaybor hood
restaurants, but the traffic
generated by these ganes isolate
t hese nei ghborhoods fromthe rest of
the city. The arena will drive up
rents and di spl ace popul ation. Both
the Asian and queer communities are

not best served by the | ocation of
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t hi s arena. Pl ease vote no. Thank

you.
(Appl ause.)
M5. PHAN. H . M nane
Is Christine Phan. | ama Ph.D.

student and |'m a Phil adel phi a
resident and voter in Center Gty in
District 2 and |'magainst this
arena. | want to talk specifically
about safety in the arena.

For ny friends and I,
Chi nat owmn has becone a common
nmeeting point from conmunity
nmeetings to late night food. And
this doesn't go w thout saying
Chi natown' s count| ess snal
busi nesses, restaurants, stores and
mar kets nean the streets are well -
lit. There's people out and about
| ate at night and plenty of spaces
to duck into if you need hel p.

The smaller streets in
t hi s nei ghbor hood and sl ower novi ng

cars nmake it easier for the youth,
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the elderly and the physically
di sabled to wal k safely. The
devel opnent of this arena has been
econom cally or physically predicted
to destroy countl ess Chi natown
busi nesses. The destruction of
t hese busi nesses neans that these
streets will only reduce foot
traffic and consequently will reduce
t he nunber of people and eyes on the
street, that sense of safety and
comunity that are crucial for that
i dea of collective safety.
Fundanental ly, this arena
IS going to turn our streets into a
wast el and. And we've heard a | ot
about gridlock, so | also want to
add between gridl ock and the anount
of unsafe driving that wll increase
with people trying to get to these
time-sensitive events is going to
make it way nore dangerous to wal k.
So how can you claiman arena is

going to revitalize this city when
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it wll destroy a vital community
hub that already does keep people
safe each and every day.

(Appl ause.)

M5. MLLER  CGood
eveni ng, Council nenbers and
attendees. M nane is Cndy Mller
and |'ma 40-year Phil adel phia
resi dent from Sout hwest
Phi | adel phia. Y all probably
noticed the amazing | evels of
or gani zati on and support that our No
Arena in Chinatown Coalition has put
t oget her.

In addition to our
ori ginal founding groups, we also
have No Arena West Philly, No Arena
Gaybor hood, No Arena Washi ngt on
West, Black Philly for Chinatown.
We have a dedicated research group.
W have a visual arts coalition. W
have had community neetings in
public halls and private gatherings

i n people' s hones.
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W' ve gone door-to-door
and set up information tables to
spread our nessage. W have

consistently visited City

Counci | renbers and we have -- |I'm
|l osing nmy -- and we have printed
material, including these wonderful

t-shirts. W have had | arge protest
marches. W have a nusic conmttee.
We have resident photographers and
vi deogr aphers.

In other words, we are
i ncredi bly, highly organi zed and
ready to fight back so we are
putting you on notice. |If this bil
is passed, it will not end here.
We're ready to keep going. Renenber
the slogan, No justice, no peace.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: WI Il Sofia
Fasul l o, Tahir Farid, Sarah G oss,
Sharon Chen, El aine McCuire, Anthony
Carter, Christina Vick-Kell, Mark

Person, Jordan Hall, Lurline Jones,
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St even DelLuca, Am na Perez, Nehem ah
Devi ne, please cone forward.

(Wt nesses approached
podi um)

THE CLERK: Ma'am you
may state your nanme for the record
and begin with your testinony.

M5. PINCUS: MW nane is
Sarah Pincus. |'ma very proud
uni on nmenber and public school
teacher in the city. | stand in the
strongest opposition to the proposed
arena. This arena will rob our
public schools of the property taxes
t hey deserve.

| used to teach in the
subur bs where property taxes
provi ded ny public school with a
beautiful library wwth a full-tine
l'i brarian, a band and orchestra, a
vi brant theater departnent, three
| anguages on offer and a gorgeous
new bui | di ng.

My school in the city has
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no library. 1In fact, ny English
cl assroom had absolutely no books
when | first arrived. M school has
no art program no theater program
and I"mcurrently in the mdst of
pai nting nmy classroomin nmy own tine
because the room hasn't been painted
in over 30 years.

| take SEPTA to and from
school every day and so do the vast
majority of nmy students. | see them
on the bus and it's very sweet.
This project will put ne and the
kids sitting in gridlock and it wl|l
all ow predatory billionaires to
evade property taxes and rob the
chil dren of Phil adel phia of the
futures that they deserve. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. CONNOR: My nane is
El i zabeth Connor. This is not a
clergy collar. It's ny No Arena
coll ar topped by ny POAER coll ar.
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I"mthrowi ng away ny script because
nost of it has been addressed

al ready, but | still have questions
and | haven't heard answers except
buildit.

| watched on TV a
representative fromthe 76ers was
asked, why this |ocation by one of
you, why this location, it could be
built sonewhere else, why this
| ocation. And the answer, the first
thing he said was that's because
this is where we wanted to build it.
That's not an answer.

They were asked about the
tinmeline and the answer was because
that's our tineline. And that's not
an answer. And tonight |I've heard
so many people address the question
about health care and energency
heal t hcare in particular, and we've
heard build it. W' ve heard about
traffic, build it. W've heard

about stress on Chinatown, build it.
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| hope, City Council, you won't take
build it as the answer.

(Appl ause.)

MR, HALL: M nane is
Jordan Hall. |I'ma proud nenber of
Sunrise Movenents Philly Chapter and
a former nmenber of the | UE-CWA Local
8148, optical union. And | just
wanted to say to all the union
people here like when in the history
of ever has bendi ng the knee for
billionaires and licking their boots
hel ped any of us. Wen has it ever
hel ped us? Like, conme on now.

Uni ons used to oppose
expl oitative corporations and now
y'all bend the knee, now y'all bend
the knee. Everybody here, everybody
here who has been agai nst the arena
has said we want y'all to have | obs,
we want things to be built. Just
not here, not here.

Last but not |east, to

the young | ady who said | got |ove
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for Chinatown but you don't | ook
like me so you're out of luck. I'm
a Black man. That's raci st garbage.

That's raci st garbage, you know. No

arena.
(Appl ause.)
MR. PERSON:. Good
eveni ng, Council, Council President.

I"'ma mnority (inaudible), one of
the things | do. But ny proposal to
this here -- oh, ny nane is Mark
Person. You know, | know novi ng
Chinatown will be Iike, you know,
it's taking away from peopl e.

But ny proposal is this
here: In the late '70s we had a
bl i ghted i ssue up near Logan ri ght
of f of the Roosevelt Expressway.
That probably been sitting here for
over 30 years. Nothing done. |
think that would be a great place
for the Sixers thing. Because you
know what, instead of paying $1

mllion per honme here, you maybe can
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pay these people 200,000. | think
it's a six-block radius right there
right off of Roosevelt Expressway.

You got 76. You got
[-95. You got all that. You ain't
got to worry about no congesti on.
They can wal k from Broad Street.
l[t' Il work. 1t"Il work. Let ne
tell you sonmething. On Lindbergh
Boul evard, renenber it used to be
swanp | and. Wat did they do, they
put tel ephone poles down there and
they built houses up there on
Li ndbergh. They got a post office
up there. You telling ne they can't
do the sane here? They paid people
to nove fromout of that area. Most
of themstill live there up in
Logan. So | nean, |'m proposing
that, the one near Roosevelt
Boul evard.

(Appl ause.)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER

Good eveni ng, Council persons. Thank
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you for taking the tine to hear from
me. | just signed up this evening.

| and ny wife noved here to

Phi | adel phia 24 years ago. W've
been living abroad. O every city
in the nation we chose to nove here
because of the culture and because
of the transport.

And I'ma lifelong
Denocrat and I'mon the |lectern side
of the Denocrats. |In the |ast
election | did sonething | had never
done before. | voted for a
Republ i can for mayor. | knew David
Ch, talked to him He was the only
candi date that after the primary
opposed the building of the stadi um
in Chinatown. It was that inportant
to me so that's what | vot ed.

Times are getting that
way. People are voting for things
st eppi ng outside the Iine because
sonething's inportant. Now, that

was that inportant to ne. I'min
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Ms. Gauthier's District and when |
read the other day that she was not
strictly opposed to it, she wanted
to see a better plan, this Sunday in
The Inquirer there was a great

series of articles about that plan

and what would be a good plan. In
deference to her, | read the
article, | read what -- okay.

(Appl ause.)

REVEREND McCGUI RE:  CGood

eveni ng, Council nen and

Counci | renbers. | am Reverend
Elaine McGQuire. |'ve been preaching
t he gospel for over 12 years. | am

a | BEW nenber, which | have been for
over 25 years. | ama resident of
the city of Philadel phia for over 50
years.

| stood here and |
| i stened because |'m a product of
t he Phil adel phia school system where
we | earn how to |isten and have

respect, so | listened and | heard

Page 215

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
12/ 02/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

peopl e say they wanted to get

af f ordabl e houses built wth the
City's noney and with taxpayers
noney. They want to get schools
built with the Cty noney and

t axpayers noney. How about getting
an arena built without the City's
noney and the taxpayers noney.

They're willing to build
76 Place with 76ers noney. If you
buildit, if you build it, you have
jobs. If you build it, you have the
stability, you have waking up of
Center Gty. Now, I'mtalking about
Center Gty. |If you build it, if
you build it, if you build it.

(Appl ause.)

MR. DEVINE: Good
evening, City Council, everyone.
Nehem ah Devi ne, 22-year menber |BEW
Local 98. Building 76ers Place is
an opportunity that will enhance our
city's cultural and recreational

offerings. 76ers Place will boost
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| ocal business and generate tax
revenue that can be reinvested into
our city. Building this project is
an investnent in our city's future,
el evating our profile as a vibrant
forward-thinking, green and cl ean
city. Let's build it.

(Appl ause.)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER
Hel | o. Good eveni ng, everyone.
Thank you, M. President. Thanks to
all Council nenbers. Thanks to
everyone. W do understand that the
arena itself has a capacity of
20,000, 23,000. Building it in such
| ocation is just as equival ent as
bringing the airport to downt own.

On the other hand, it's
going to create traffic and
everybody knows that. They're
bui | ding on the capacity of SEPTA
We know that's going to put a burden
on SEPTA and a fundi ng nmust be put

toward SEPTA. (O herw se | encourage
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t he devel oper just find another
| ocation. Thank you so nuch.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Is Ms. Sharon
Chen here?

(No response.)

THE CLERK: That
conpl etes our -- oh, please cone
forward

M5. TANDON: Hi. Sharon
is not able to be here, but she
ceded her tine to ne. M nane is
Apurva Tandon. Let's look into the
future with an arena. |1'mgoing to
talk fast. | know. The property
val ues skyrocket, small business
owners sell to bigger |andlords
because rent is too high.

Honmeowner s have been here
for years, sell. W noves in?
Peopl e that can buy at a high price,
upper class people. It's probably
their second hone. They don't live

inthe city full-tinme. They don't
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spend very often at the few snal
busi nesses that have held out until
now. Those turn into chain stores.

Diversity is a thing of
the past. As the new property
owners in the area nostly need
generational wealth to purchase and
we know who nakes up the nmjority of
that class. Except the only
diversity you will see will be the
Bl ack and Brown fol ks comng into
Center City on a broken transit
systemto work | ow paying, part-tine
seasonal jobs to nmaintain the
anenities that the wealthy, majority
Wi te peopl e enj oy.

The cycl e we have been
trying to break for generations
continues. Now, imagine the future
if you work with local comunity to
build up Market East. Talk with
Chi nat own, the Gayborhood, the folks
of color who feel excluded fromthe

Gaybor hood, the historians who
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steward | ndependence Hall's rich
hi story, Reading Term nal .

Ask, can we provide
grants for you to open and sustain
your small businesses. Can we
provi de affordabl e housing -- al nost
done -- so you can live here with
stability and start buil ding your
life up instead of barely getting
by. Imagine mnority-owned snall
busi nesses, housing, conmunity
centers, conmunity gardens, things
that help our communities build
generational wealth. Wat if the
Cty Council was brave enough to
break the cycle.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thi s concl udes the
busi ness before the Comm ttee of the
Whol e for today.

| recogni ze Counci | menber
Squilla for a notion to recess the

public hearing until Tuesday,
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Decenber 3, 2024 at 10: 00 a. m

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  So
noved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Commttee
of the Wole will be recessed until
Tuesday, Decenber 3, 2024 at
10: 00 a. m

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
notion carries.

This Council stands in
recess until Decenber 3, 2024 at
10: 00 a.m Thank you everyone for
your attendance and parti ci pation.

(Conmittee of the Wuole
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concluded at 9:28 p.m)
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