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COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Good
morning. This hearing i1s called to
order. This 1s the public hearing of the
City Council Committee on Public Health
and Human Services. The purpose of this
public hearing is to hear testimony on
Bills No. 200011 and 200189.

I want to recognize the
presence of a quorum in attendance today.
With me I have Councilman David Oh,
Councilwoman Kendra Brooks, Councilman
Isatah Thomas.

And do we have any opening
remarks for the Committee?

Not at this time. Okay.

Can we have the Clerk read the
title of the first bill being considered
today.

THE CLERK: An ordinance
amending Title 9 of The Philadelphia
Code, entitled "Regulation of Businesses,

Trades and Professions," by creating a
new Chapter requiring that certain

employers provide Paid Family and Medical
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Leave to eligible employees under
specific circumstances, and providing for
funding, enforcement, and penalties, all
under certain terms and conditions.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.

On the title on the bill that
was just read, we"re actually going to
hold that bill until the bill sponsor is
able to arrive.

And 1T we can have the Clerk
call the title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 200189, an
ordinance amending Chapter 6-1100 of The
Philadelphia Code, entitled "Nuisance
Health Establishments," by adding a
definition for Supervised Injection
Sites, creating a presumption that they
are Nuisance Health Establishments and
establishing criteria to obtain the
support of the community by requiring a
hearing before City Council.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.

And before we get started, |

just want to lay out a couple of ground

Page 3

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Health and Human Services
March 9, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/9/20 - PUBLIC HEALTH - BILLS 200011 & 200189

rules for how we"re going to conduct
today®s hearing.

The first i1s that because of
the very large number of people who are
here who wish to testify, we are going to
limit testimony to two minutes each. Two
minutes. So we ask that everyone limit
your testimony to two minutes and really
focus 1In on process.

This bill i1s about process, the
way the process was handled. As you have
read the bill, I"m sure most of you have
read the bill, that you know 1t"s not
about whether you are for safe iInjection
sites or against safe iInjection sites.
This 1s about the process and what the
process should be, 1If there should be
one, before safe iInjection sites are
allowed 1nto neirghborhoods.

So that being mentioned, the
only other thing I would like to say is
that 1t"s very important that we hear
each other. At some point, we want to

make sure that or throughout the hearing
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we want to make sure that we are not only
respectful, but that we really hear what
each other has to say. 1It"s not as if my
neighbor who disagrees with me 1s wrong,
that they"re a terrible person, that
their heart is closed to helping other
people, but this i1s all about process and
how do we help people knowing that they
need help. So how do we get there.

So that all being said, what
we"d like to do i1s call the first panel.
And, again, we"re going to ask each
testifier to speak for two minutes, and
on the first panel, 1T we could have the
Clerk call the panel up.

THE CLERK: Dr. Thomas Farley,
Philadelphia City Health Commissioner.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Good
morning, Commissioner.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Good
morning.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: And we"ve
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been joined by Councilman Mark Squilla
also. 1 want to recognize his presence.

Commissioner, if we can have
you state your name for the record and
begin with your testimony.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Thank
you. Good morning, Chairperson Bass and
members of the Public Health and Human
Services Committee. 1"m Dr. Thomas
Farley, Health Commissioner for
Philadelphia.

Bill No. 200189 would establish
actions that must be taken before what it
calls a supervised Injection site may
operate. We oppose this bill because it
creates what appear to be i1nsurmountable
obstacles to the operation of overdose
prevention facilities in Philadelphia.

You have my written testimony.
In the iInterest of time, I"m going to
skip through this somewhat.

Philadelphia has the highest
overdose death rate of any big city in

the nation by far. Our overdose fatality
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rate 1s three times that of the number
two city, which i1s Chicago, and five
times that of New York City.

The City"s strategy to address
this crisis contains many elements,
including reducing the over-prescribing
of pharmaceutical opioids, working to
make medication-assisted treatment more
widely available, and making the antidote
naloxone more widely available and
promoting its use.

While naloxone 1s being used by
many people around Philadelphia and has
undoubtedly saved many lives, too often
people 1nject without a bystander nearby
who 1s carrying naloxone and has the
skills to administer i1t. As a result,
people overdose fatally at home, iIn
public bathrooms, and on the street.

In 2018, the City announced 1its
interest i1in having one or more overdose
prevention sites operate in Philadelphia
as one piece of i1ts overall strategy.

These sites are locations where people
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who are addicted but not in treatment can
inject under medical supervision so that
they don"t die of a drug overdose and
that serve as entry points to drug
treatment.

This decision was taken after a
review of the scientific evidence,
deliberations by the Mayor®s Task Force
to Combat the Opioid Epidemic, and site
visits by City leaders to similar
facilities in Canada. This review led to
three main conclusions.

First, overdose prevention
sites save lives. That"s the conclusion
not only of experts of the Task Force,
but also medical experts at both the
American Medical Association and the
Pennsylvania Medical Society.

Second, overdose prevention
sites can serve successftully as gateways
to drug treatment.

And, third, overdose prevention
sites actually improve conditions in the

surrounding neighborhoods. Specifically,

Page 8

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Health and Human Services
March 9, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/9/20 - PUBLIC HEALTH - BILLS 200011 & 200189

the site i1In Vancouver was shown to reduce
injection-related litter, such as used
syringes and the number of people
injecting in public on the street by
about half. That makes sense because the
sites take injection activity that i1s now
often in public and bring i1t inside and
out of view. And there was no evidence
that these sites cause an increase 1In
neighborhood crime. That is why the
Vancouver Police Department is among the
strongest supporters of the sites there.

Since then, the City has worked
with partners to address necessary i1ssues
prior to opening one or more overdose
prevention sites in Philadelphia.
Recently a federal judge clarified that
operation of an overdose prevention site
i1s legal.

We now face the tough issue of
where facilities like this should be
located. We fully appreciate the
interest of neighborhoods to engage in

decisions about the siting of such
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facilities. That engagement did not take
place in South Philadelphia and 1t 1s now
very clear that i1t should have.

However, Bill No. 200189 places
insurmountable obstacles to this siting.
Specifically, the bill would not allow
the operation of a supervised injection
site without the approval of 90 percent
of the residents, businesses, and
institutions within a one-mile radius of
the facility.

The bill does not state how
these opinions will be measured. Among
other problems, there®s no explanation of
how residents, businesses or Institutions
would make their opinions known, who
would gather their opinions or how to
weigh the opinion of a resident versus an
institution, even assuming that an
institution can have a single opinion.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS:
Commissioner, I"m sorry. 1 have to limit
you. You want to summarize or wrap up?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Let me
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just say this: As Health Commissioner,
it 1s my job to prevent unnecessary
deaths i1n Philadelphia. Overdose
prevention sites are one means of doing
that. Taking that tool away from us
would mean that people whose lives could
be saved will continue to die
unnecessarily of drug overdoses at home,
on the street, and in public bathrooms.

Thank you for the opportunity
to testify.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Commissioner. We want to recognize
Councilman David Oh.

COUNCILMAN OH: Good morning,
Commissioner.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Good
morning, Councilmember.

COUNCILMAN OH: 1 appreciate
your testimony, and let me say that we
are looking at process. You have
testified 1n opposition of 90 percent of

the community favoring the placement of a
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safe 1Injection site. Do you have a
percentage that you prefer?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: 1 don*"t
think I can express a percentage because
we have the larger problem of how those
opinions would be measured. Would there
be a vote, would 1t be a survey, who
would conduct the vote, who would conduct
the survey, how do you weigh an
institution versus, say, an individual.

I think 1f there®s some process for
measuring these opinions, we would need
to look at that and see what is feasible.

COUNCILMAN OH: So what 1s your
recommendation?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: I would
welcome any process where people who have
strong views on each of this -- and there
clearly are people with strong views on
either side -- any process where people
engage and have a serious exchange of
views and an effort to reach a common
ground. Process beyond that i1s not my

expertise. 1"m a doctor and Health
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Commissioner, but I think such a process
like that would be a good thing.

COUNCILMAN OH: We do have
those processes. We have both zoning
processes. We have bid processes. My
understanding, because I"m not a District
Councilperson, i1s iIn order to get a BID,
business Improvement district approved,
1T 33 percent of the residents oppose it,
it cannot move forward. So we have
processes, provided that we have a
process, which the City will
administrate. We pass a bill. The City
administrates it.

What percentage of the
population do you think, 1f you have any
thoughts on this -- 1f you don"t, that"s
fine. But what percentage of population
should approve of the placement of a safe
injection site into their neighborhood in
order for this process to move forward?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: 1 think
my understanding of the BID process is

that a third of the neighbors have to
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affirmatively communicate to whoever is
receiving these opinions that they"re
opposed to 1t, not that a survey is done
of everyone and a third has to be opposed
to 1t. It"s essentially an opt out or
opt In. And so it"s different from just
a third of the opinions, but as far what
the process ought to be and what the
threshold ought to be, that®"s not my
expertise. | can"t answer that question.

I would simply say that i1f you
have a proposal -- that the current bill
i1s, 1 believe, an iInsurmountable
threshold and if you feel that there-s
some more appropriate process, we would
be happy to look at 1t and get back to
you about our opinions.

COUNCILMAN OH: Were you quoted
in a -- you might not have been, so I™'m
not trying to put words in your mouth.
Were you quoted 1n an article which
referenced a study iIn Kensington that
stated that 90 percent of the residents

approved of placing a safe injection site
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in their neighborhood?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: There was
a survey done in Kensington. |1 was not
part of the study. The results showed a
large majority support for i1t.

COUNCILMAN OH: 90 percent.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: I don*t
remember it being that high, but I
remember i1t was a large majority support.
There were concerns with people about the
methods by which people were surveyed.
Basically there were people out iIin the
neighborhood assessing opinions of people
who walked by, and that sample may not be
totally representative. It 1s, though --
it was published 1n a peer-reviewed
journal so people could at least see
those methods and use that as an
estimate. 1 think 1t"s a positive thing
that a high percentage of the people who
were surveyed supported that, and so |
think that that"s useful information.

COUNCILMAN OH: So for the past

several years, your department, along
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with others, have been engaged In the
Kensington neighborhood. There have been
many community meetings, civic meetings,
neighborhood meetings, which were, 1
think, very unclear, at least there was
opposition, there were people for/against
the 1dea of safe Injection sites, along
with other issues, about how things are
being done iIn Kensington, but during that
process, which may have been three years,
as far as I know -- I know the problem
has been longstanding -- were you able to
come to any kind of consensus or
methodology or process to come up with
thresholds or a kind of agreeable kind of
a decisive process to say i1If we reach
this threshold, then the community
supports placing a safe iInjection site iIn
Kensington? Were you able to come to a
consensus on that?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: You're
right, there have been many meetings in
Kensington and there have been at those

meetings strong opinions pro and con.
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There has been no specific process laid
out around approval of a specific site In
Kensington or any other neighborhood
after that.

COUNCILMAN OH: Okay. So after
three years of engaging the community,
having meetings, hearing from different
sides, you have not formulated a process
to come up with a way to decide whether
you can or cannot have enough support
from the community at least in order to
put a safe injection iIn Kensington; is

that correct?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: 1 would
say a process has not been developed. It
was not -- 1t"s not my expertise as the

Health Commissioner what a process like
that should be.

I will say this: This all
started around January 2018. That"s when
the City first said that we felt one or
more overdose prevention sites would be
valuable. My opinion, my feeling as

Health Commissioner i1s these sites save
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lives and that we want to open these
sites as quickly as possible so that we
don"t lose lives unnecessarily.

(Applause and boos.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Hold 1t.
Hold 1t. Hold 1t. We just really can™t
have folks yelling out. This i1s going to
be a long hearing, so we really have to
get through. So I appreciate everybody®s
passion on the issue, but we really just
need to have the conversation.

COUNCILMAN OH: So 1s your
point that since January 2018 with the
inability to get support from the
community, you believe you should just
place a safe iInjection site In a
community regardless of how they feel
about 1t because i1t saves lives?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: I would
say that community engagement like this
IS a positive thing and I welcome anybody
who has suggestions for how we could have
a respectful process for exchange of

views and seeking for common ground.
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At the same time, It is my
obligation, 1t 1s my job to try to have
one or more of these sites open as soon
as possible because lives are being lost,
and 1 think even for those people who are
opposed to these sites and may be opposed
to what happened 1In South Philadelphia, 1
hope that they can understand and respect
our feeling that these save lives and our
sense of urgency In trying to open these
in order to save lives.

COUNCILMAN OH: Right. 1 think
people respect a different opinion. |1
have openly said that 1 have looked at
safe Injection sites. | have tried to do
so with a critical eye and that 1 don"t
believe that they do all the things or
nearly all the things that they claim to,
but that"s a difference of opinion. So
that"s why we"re going through the
process, because 1t won"t be my decision
and hopefully not just your decision, but
kind of we"ll have a democratic process

in this.
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The opening of the site in
South Philadelphia, the announced opening
by Safehouse, were you involved in that
process?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: 1 was not
involved In the announcement, no.

COUNCILMAN OH: But you are on
the Board? No?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: I™"m on
the Advisory Committee of Safehouse, not
the Board.

COUNCILMAN OH: Advisory
Committee. I"m sorry. You"re on the
Advisory Committee, but you were not
involved In the process where they
announced that two weeks ago a federal
judge finalized his decision Wednesday,
the next day that they said they would
open and operate a safe Injection site at
Oregon, Broad Street and Oregon, In the
Saint Agnes Medical Office Building?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: I was
certainly aware of the plans.

COUNCILMAN OH: Okay. Do you
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believe that®"s a good process?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: At this
point, 1t is clear that that was a
mistake to have that go forward without
having community engagement.

(Applause.)

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: So such a
process like that should take place.

COUNCILMAN OH: Have you read
the Alberta study March 20207

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: 1"m not
familiar with that study.

COUNCILMAN OH: Okay. People
who are for safe injection sites will not
like the results of this study. It is
just -- but 1t"s a very impactful, very
credible study done in Alberta looking at
all of the safe injection sites there,
raising a lot of issues, and providing a
lot of information, which actually
refutes a lot of what you said about
earlier studies.

The 1ssue that concerns me is

that the conversation around whether or
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not the community wants/supports a safe
injection site should be based on
information provided to them which is
objective. OFf course there would be
different variations of that. And then
the process of educating the community,
people who are for, who are against, who
Tfeel strongly one way or the other, iIs a
process that we should have.

The difference that 1 would
say -- and I would like your response on
this, because | understand where you“re
coming from, saving lives. You know,
It"s a critical thing.

The difference that | see with
what happens in Alberta and what happens
in Philadelphia 1n our communities is
this, that this would be
government-approved heroin use, and with
that, from the reports in Alberta, has
been a lot of testimony that when the
government supports safe iInjection sites
and prevention sites, opioid prevention

sites, that there 1s an iIncrease iIn
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crime, there is a decrease iIn quality of
life, and there®s an iIncrease in
overdoses that lead to death surrounding
the Iimmediate vicinity of the safe
injection site, and that reportedly --

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN OH: So reportedly
the i1ssue that comes up continuously is
fatigue, that people get tired of calling
the police, they get tired of reporting a
crime, that they just come to accept,
because the police i1s part of the
government and all city services that now
participate In the sale, purchase, use,
prostitution, other activities around the
idea that we want to make sure the person
iIs able to inject safely.

There®s a lot of issues In this
report that I would encourage you to
read. 1 understand that the reports can
be i1nterpreted differently, but for me,
we have so little that we have put iInto
treatment, making beds available, cutting

red tape, we have done so little.
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(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN OH: Even as the
federal government is reducing the length
of treatment. The length of treatment
should be expanded and extended, as every
doctor says --

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN OH: -- with
unlimited opportunities for
rehabilitation.

In light of that, we"re having
a challenge and community members want to
know what i1s the best use of dollars.

And do you think the fact that they live
in a community, their children go to
school there, go to daycare, do you think
that they should have a say in whether or
not safe Injection sites are brought into
their community?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: So you
mentioned numbers, and just to respond to
a couple of them.

There are, 1"m sure, studies

out there that don®"t have a positive view
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of overdose prevention sites. However,
the consensus, scientific opinion is that
these sites save lives. That"s not --
that 1s my opinion, but it"s not just my
opinion.

(Applause.)

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: As 1
said, the American Medical Association
endorsed these sites. The Pennsylvania
Medical Society endorses these sites.

Having said that, 1 fully
understand why people in the neighborhood
around this would be fearful of such a
site. Nobody likes the idea of drug
sales taking place in the neighborhood.
Nobody likes the i1dea of having people
who use drugs on the street in their
neighborhood. Nobody likes the i1dea of
seeing people 1T they -- people injecting
in their neighborhood. And I can
understand people being worried that a
site like this might make that worse,
which 1s why you want to look at what"s

the evidence of what these sites actually
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do. And the evidence In Vancouver 1is
clear that they actually improve the
neighborhood conditions, because people
are injecting inside rather than outside.
And, again, we had the Police Department
of Vancouver here talking about their
support for such a site.

So, again, 1 totally understand
people®s fear about this. |1 think 1t"s
based In part on an assumption that it
may draw people who use drugs from other
parts of the City to that neighborhood,
but to be clear, these sites do not offer
drugs. They only offer a safe place to
inject.

(Applause.)

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Drug
users, they congregate around where drug
dealers are, not around where safe
Iinjection sites are. So there are
already drug users on the street iIn South
Philadelphia as well as In Kensington.

We think a site like this would actually

reduce the number of drug users on the
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street. 1 understand how people may have
difficulty believing that, and so 1 think
we need to have more conversations around
that.

So, again, | understand the
strong feelings on both sides. | have to
come down as, again, Health Commissioner
as we need to use this as one of the many
tools to try to reduce the number of
deaths.

COUNCILMAN OH: This 1s a
January 24, "19 report of a safe
consumption site In Canada where crime
has dramatically iIncreased. So your
statement that crime does not iIncrease,
there®s reports that i1t does.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN OH: So the
consensus, I"m curious about the
consensus because, you know -- and I™"m
trying to stay with process, but when you
say that the evidence is that there 1s no
crime and there i1s evidence, whether you

can discount the evidence, challenge it,
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but the police report and the services
report note by data increase In crime,
increase i1n overdose deaths, and what
you"re stating is the opposite. And 1
think here in Philadelphia when we look
at the neighborhood of Kensington, it is,
at least to me, far worse today than it
was five years ago, eight years ago, far
worse.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN OH: And part of 1t
appears to be the complacency that the
City no longer seems to try to bring
people into treatment, but tolerates the
addiction and the crime.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN OH: And that"s why
people want a say. People don"t find the
government to be credible. They want to
use their common sense, their experience,
many of whom have lost loved ones, many
of whom are recovered heroin addicts
themselves. They"re on both sides of

this 1ssue.
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I would ask you, finally, I"ve
submitted a bill, 1"ve submitted a
process. 1 understand you oppose it.
How would you amend 1t?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: First, 1f
I could back up, the City i1s doing many
things to address the opioid crisis.
It"s gotten a lot worse in recent years,
so all neighborhoods i1in the City have
gotten worse iIn this regard because of
the number of people who are addicted has
gone up because of the over-prescribing
of pills and because the arrival of
fentanyl. The City has done a lot to
respond to that, not enough to turn it
around. But the one thing 1 would
disagree with 1s the claim that we have
been complacent about this. We have
worked hard on this. We haven®t solved
this, but we have worked hard, have been
totally committed to it.

As far as your comment about
the process, 1 think that the current

bill as proposed i1s an insurmountable
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obstacle that effectively prohibits
overdose prevention sites in the City of
Philadelphia, so we cannot support that
for that reason. |If you want to have a
bill that actually suggests community
engagement but i1s not essentially an
out-and-out prohibition, we would be
happy to look at that and work with you
to see 1T there®s something that can be
totally workable.

(Applause and boos.)

COUNCILMAN OH: Do you support
80 percent, 60 percent, 10 percent?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Again,
the percentage i1s only worth talking
about once you know how you®re going to
measure that percentage. As someone who
IS a math major, 1 know a little bit
about that. So you have to think about
how one measures opinion and how things
vote.

On the BID process, again, it"s
not that they survey opinions, but that a

third of people have to affirmatively say
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that they"re opposed to this. But
community processes are not my expertise.
I*m happy to engage in that, but I would
want to have other members who are of the
Administration and City Council involved
Iin the discussion of what"s a reasonable
process.

COUNCILMAN OH: Thank you very
much, Commissioner.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Thank
you, Councilmember.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Councilman.

So 1 do want to acknowledge the
presence of a number of members.
Councilman Kenyatta Johnson,

Counci lmember Bobby Henon, and
Councilwoman Helen Gym have all joined
us.

One thing I want to mention
before 1 turn 1t back over for questions
iIs that in line with the Councilman®s
question, i1t feels as 1T the

Administration is not taking seriously
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the interest in having a process. So I
know that you said that you value a
process, i1t should have been done, this
IS something that you think Is a good
thing, i1t should not have been rolled out
this way, but here we are more than, |1
don®"t know, I want to say almost two
weeks since this was announced and there
hasn®"t been a process that the
Administration has offered or can
suggest, which suggests to me that it"s
not real. So I just wanted to put that
on the table and at the same time --

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Hold 1t.
Holld it.

There has to be, as you said,
because 1T we"re really serious about
what are we going to do about the
problems that we have in Philadelphia,
what are we going to do specifically
about this issue, then there has to be a
sense of urgency, and that has to come

from the Administration around how do we
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engage and interact, and the fact that we
don"t have anything and it"s been two
weeks and this has been a really
hot-button issue says that you got to
step 1t up. Got to step It up.

I want to acknowledge
Councilman Mark Squilla.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: We were
part of this process In Kensington having
meetings after the fact that we found out
there was going to be a safe Injection
site on Hilton Street. Once we found
out, then they started an engagement
process to the community. And then this
time around, we found out that there was
going to be a safe iInjection site in
South Philadelphia and then we"re
starting to get in the engagement process
again.

The reason why this bill was
introduced, whether right, wrong or
indifferent, i1s because there®"s a lack of

trust. There"s a lack of trust that
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people are going to do whatever they want
and then beg for forgiveness later.

In our society, in our
communities, people want -- you missed a
great opportunity to give a dialogue to
folks to be able to explain things that
maybe you thought were good things for
people to do, good for the neighborhood,
good for the communities, good for people
who are addicted, but yet you decided to
push 1t In there, have i1t open, and then
have that dialogue.

The reason why this bill came
IS because now there"s no trust between
Council, the communities, and the
Administration. So do you see your role
in that and why a bill like this would be
presented?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: 1 can
understand why people are unhappy,
certainly. |1 will say that the community
process, It was not a total
disengagement. There were meetings

after -- in January "18 when the City
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first announced i1ts iInterest iIn a
facility like this. We had meetings all
over the City and solicited opinions, and
as here today, as you might imagine,
there were strong feelings pro and con.
There was not any specific site mentioned
at that time. It was more just to engage
the -- get the general community opinion.

But, you know, 1°1l1 take the
criticism that the City and Safehouse
made a mistake of not engaging the
community before this. At this point, as
I said, we are open to any process where
we can have an honest exchange of views
and see 1T there"s some way that we can
develop a consensus.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Were you
involved i1n selecting the sites, the one
in Kensington on Hilton Street or the one
at Broad and McKean?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: 1 was
involved 1n discussions in both places.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: So you

thought they were good selection sites?
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COMMISSIONER FARLEY: One thing
you know is that people who are likely to
use these sites are very much i1n the
throes of addiction. They"re injecting
multiple times per day. They tend to
hang out where the drug dealers are, and
they"re not going to travel very far to a
site like this iIn order to inject safely.
IT they have to travel too far, then
they" 1l just iInject on the street.

And so my interest on both
places 1s to have i1t be as close as
possible to the epicenter, close as
possible to where we see the drug
overdoses.

So any site that"s right iIn the
center of Kensington there where we have
the most drug users on the street would
be a good site. Any site in South
Philadelphia that®"s closest to where we
have the most number of overdoses would
be a good site, from my perspective.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Was the

City involved at all looking to lease the
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site for this activity?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: The City
was i1nvolved iIn leasing the site.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Does the
City have a lease for that location?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: The City
does have leases In Constitution Health
Plaza. As a matter of fact, there are
two clinics operated by my department
within Constitution Health Plaza.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: 1Is there a
new lease that was issued in December for
that site?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: There was
a lease that was issued for Safehouse for
that site, yes.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: From the
City of Philadelphia?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: No. The
City of Philadelphia was not engaged in
that lease. This was between the
landlord of Constitution Health Plaza and
Safehouse.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: And during
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that time, the City -- we approved here
in City Council a new lease for 19,000
square feet in December; i1s that correct?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: I think
that you®re talking about the site that
would be for the Public Health
Laboratory, which we hope to move to
Constitution Health Plaza and some other
space there as well.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: And was
the site that was going to be leased
through Safehouse to Constitution Plaza,
that was going to be paid by Safehouse?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Yes.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: And do we
know how many square feet that would have
been?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: It"s
small. 1 don"t have the exact number.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: All right.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Just to
be clear, that"s different from the site
that you were talking about that the City

leased. My department was looking for
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space, again, for a laboratory and
perhaps some office space. That was
different from the site that -- the space
that Safehouse was looking for.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Do you see
with the lack of communication and
information out there, some people can
construe that or look at that as saying,
well, the City i1s leasing the site, they
signed at the same time the safe
injection site is going in there, the
City 1s paying for this site. It just
looks kind of funny. Do you see that?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: 1
understand some people might have
conflated that, yeah.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Right. 1t
sounds like you agree with a process at
this point?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Yes.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: All right.
When they say fTirst time, shame on you;
second time, shame on me. So we have two

times that the City has tried to move
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forward with such a site without
engagement. Now a bill has come up to
Ccreate a process. You"re saying you
agree with the process, but you®"re not
sure because i1t"s not your bairliwick,
you"re not sure how that process would
look. So i1f Council came up with a
process -- right now i1t"s 90 percent
according to this bill. You don"t agree
with that, and Councilmember Oh had asked
you what you would perceive to be a
process and maybe what the Administration
perceived to be a process and we can move
forward with a process. So everybody --
I mean, there may be some people here
that said you shouldn®t have a process,
we want to save a life, and whether you
debate safe injection sites or not, then
we should have 1t. But we"re here today
knowing that there"s a lack of trust and
information to us In Council, to the
community, and we need to come up now
with a process. It almost was forced on

us to be able to come up with a process.

Page 40

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Health and Human Services
March 9, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/9/20 - PUBLIC HEALTH - BILLS 200011 & 200189

So we"re going to need your
guidance on how this bill moves forward.
I"m not sure how it would be amended in
any way, but 1 think that i1f everybody
here could agree on a process, we can
move forward with that.

You talk about empirical
research and information and data. |
mean, 1t was also given to us that
opioids was the best way to deal with
pain and giving people opioids for long
periods of time was fine. They were
given to us by professionals, like
doctors and everybody else. Research
said this 1s what to do. Now we found
out over time research was wrong.

So 1t"s very possible to know
that 1n the beginning stages, things look
good, they work fine, and then over time,
they fail. And that"s what we"re worried
about. If we have this process and we
have an open dialogue, we could get all
that information out. People could feel

comfortable on their stances and they
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could feel whatever way, but without
that, without a process, we"re never
going to get to a place where -- all we
have 1s people warring each other, I™m
for 1t, 1"m against i1t, without really
the knowledge of knowing what the
concerns are on either side.

So I would just say from our
standpoint from Council, that we would
appreciate your input, not that we"re
going to agree or not that we trust a lot
of things that you do, but we would
listen to your input, do something that
you"re not doing for us and for our
communities. And 1 think we stand up as
Council willing to do that.

When you went to Canada, they
told us, have a robust community process
before entering and putting a site. They
told us that. They also told us about
gun control. There"s certain things that
you should have i1n place before locating
a site.

We did everything they told us
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not to do. We did everything they told
us not to do. So that"s why a bill like
this 1s 1n process and that"s why we got
to come up with a way to deal with this,
knowing that everybody feels like they
have a say, they have input, they could
have concern, we could have dialogue, and
then come up with what"s best for the
community and for the people who are
addicted. And I think 1f you"re willing
to work with Council on that, Council is
willing to work with you, but there"s
going to be a little bit of a trust
barrier here, because i1t"s already
happened twice, and I think we can"t --
It can"t happen a third time.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Councilman.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: IT 1
could just respond quickly,
Councilmember.

Thank you very much. 1
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appreciate those comments. The one thing
I"11 just be clear on is that the current
process laid out iIn the current bill is
an insurmountable challenge. |1 think we
should all acknowledge that. This
basically prohibits these facilities iIn
Philadelphia.

(Applause.)

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: And,
again, we are happy to offer a process.
I hope we don"t develop a process that is
like that. It means that we never open
them 1n Philadelphia, and 1 say that,
again, as someone who feels that these
save lives, and i1t would be a shame to
miss that opportunity to save lives.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Before 1
acknowledge Councilman Johnson, 1 just
want to go back to my point prior, which
iIs that 1T the bill as presented 1is
insurmountable, In your opinion, we
really need something from you to see
what will work within your limits, what

do you think the percentage should be. 1
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think that i1t"s just paramount that we
have something from the Administration to
show that they"ve been thinking about
this, they hear both sides. If they
really do agree that a process is
necessary, then that"s something that is
just absolutely necessary.

Councilman Johnson.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
very much, Madam Chair.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:
Commissioner, 1 just wanted to just ask a
couple of questions for the record, and
obviously we are talking about process
and we"re talking about different
approaches to addressing those who need
support as i1t relates to addiction and
those who may be iIn recovery and those
who may be addressing the opioid crisis.

Just for the record, how long
have you served as a Board member on
Safehouse?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: I™"m on
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the Advisory Committee. 1°m not on the
Board. But since the organization was
established. That"s probably a little
over a year.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: During
that year period, how often do you meet
with the Administration or are you
serving on Safehouse Advisory Board as an
independent civilian?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Actually,
the Advisory Committee has been brought
together by Safehouse about quarterly.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: So how
often do you meet with the Administration
to give them updates on where you"re at
In the process, site selection,
recommendations?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: When you
say the Administration, do you mean the
Safehouse --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: The
Mayor®s Office.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: The
Mayor®s Office.
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COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: The City
of Philadelphia, the relationship between
Safehouse and the City of Philadelphia,
you being the Health Commissioner. How
often do you give briefings saying here"s
where we"re at In the process, here-'s
what the next steps are going to be?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: So I"m in
constant communication with Deputy
Managing Director Eva Gladstein that 1
report to.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay. Say
it louder for the record.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Deputy
Managing Director Eva Gladstein.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: And that"s
a part of the Administration, correct?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Yes.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: And the
reason why 1 asked that question is
because, again, we"re talking about the
process, and obviously i1If you sit on the
Advisory Board and there®"s a City role iIn

relation to the relationship between

Page 47

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Health and Human Services
March 9, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/9/20 - PUBLIC HEALTH - BILLS 200011 & 200189

Safehouse and the City of Philadelphia,
people also will be looking for that type
of information to be forthcoming as it
relates to the rollout of Safehouse. And
myselft being a District Councilperson,
obviously we want a part of that process
until the 11th hour. And that®"s where 1
believe a lot of the frustration has come
from as 1t relates to the constituents iIn
which 1 represent, let alone where the
site was, obviously two daycare centers,
a high school down the street, and also a
senior life center all housed iInside the
same building.

But there®s also talk about --
and you can clarify i1t for the record if
It"s true or not. How many Safehouse
sites are proposed for the future here iIn
the City of Philadelphia?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: We have
never put a number on 1t, but when 1"ve
talked about this, 1"ve always said site
or sites. | would say that the number

one neighborhood in the City where this

Page 48

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Health and Human Services
March 9, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/9/20 - PUBLIC HEALTH - BILLS 200011 & 200189

would be valued would be i1n Kensington,
because that®"s the number one place for
overdose deaths, and the number two would
be South Philly.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: And 1n
terms of the numbers, how do we pick the
South Philadelphia site? How do you pick
what areas in the City of Philadelphia,
just for the record?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: For the
record, based upon the number of overdose
deaths that are occurring in that
neighborhood. As I said, Kensington has
the most and South Philadelphia has the
second.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You said
South Philadelphia has the second?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Yes.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Where are
those numbers coming from? Because we"re
getting a report that we"re number six.
First 1 was told we were one -- no;
number two. Now I was told we"re six.

So where i1s the number two numbers coming
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from?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: So the
overdose deaths where we have a location
of residence or location of events, we
have data from the Medical Examiner,
which we capture that data and then we
put together maps. So what the ranking
I1s depends on whether you"re counting
neighborhoods probably defined or zip
codes. So as far as neighborhoods, which
I1s what most people think of 1t,
Kensington would be number one and South
Philadelphia would be number two.

There was comments about a
certain zip code i1n South Philadelphia
being number three, the number three zip
code. The first two zip codes are iIn
Kensington. The third was 1In South
Philadelphia. And also i1t depends on
what time period you"re looking at, but
still as far as broad neighborhoods, this
would still clearly be number two.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Can you

also follow up on statistics regarding
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individuals who use the site, the
Safehouse 1njection site. Is there
documentation of those who actually
receive treatment? Like here®s the
results of individuals. 1°"m not talking
about just lives saved, but individuals
that come 1n, separate from injecting
themselves, decided to go into an actual
treatment program to help change their
life for the long run.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: No
facility has opened up 1n Philadelphia
yet, so we don"t have data obviously from
Philadelphia, but data from Vancouver
where they are not actually pushing
treatment to the degree to which we hope
to push 1t here, so 1t"s about two
percent of people per month go into
treatment, which may not seem like much.
However, one study, the average number of
years of injection for the drug users
using the site was 17 years. These are
long-term Injectors many, many times a

day. These are not your average person
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who have drug addiction. This i1s not
meant to serve your average person who is
injecting drugs. It"s more the extreme,
long-term heavy users. So two percent
per month over a period of a year, that"s
24 percent. That"s better than nothing.

Now, In Philadelphia, we felt
that the model for Safehouse should be
much more assertive about encouraging and
facilitating medication-assisted
treatment than they do 1n Canada. So the
plan for Safehouse i1s that whenever
someone came in, before they i1njected
they would be offered entry into
treatment. After they injected, they
would be offered entry iInto treatment,
and the treatment could start at that
site on that day.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.

COUNCILMAN OH: Could I make a
point of information just to state that
in the Alberta report, the report states
that there was no conclusive evidence

about detox and treatment, that basically
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It was self-reported by the sites that
they refer people to detox and treatment,
but they have no records of i1t.

Second of all, that there was
no follow-up. People would say, for
example, 1 am going to get treatment, but
there was no recording that they actually
went to treatment. And so, again, a lot
of these --

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN OH: A lot of these
numbers that have been examined by the
Alberta report and other reports have
laid out very sloppy accounting, very
sloppy management, and a lot of
contradictory information; for example,
stating that there are no deaths In the
location or nearby, when in fact there
are deaths immediately outside of the
location.

So 1t calls Into -- and this is
the report that was done just in March,
and 1 would urge everyone to read that,

but that®"s been documented for the total
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sites, the safe consumption facilities,
the opioid prevention sites. Some have
performed well; some have performed very
poorly, but overall in the RAND study, i1t
indicates an overall lack of credibility
unless you are dealing with
self-reporting.

(Applause.)

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Thank
you, Councilmember. Let me just say that
the site iIn Vancouver is the site that's
been studied the most, was published iIn
peer literature, and there 1is
documentation of how many people go into
treatment. It 1s not as much as we would
like 1t to be. 1 don"t think that they
push treatment as much as they should at
that site, but 1t absolutely does serve
as an entry point into treatment.

And as far as the number of
overdose deaths, just to be clear, none
of these sites have recorded overdose
deaths In the facility. And then the

clearer study iIn Vancouver showed a
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decline 1n overdose deaths in the
neighborhood around the facility of about
35 percent, and that was a decline that
was not seen In the rest of the city.

Not a randomized controlled trial, but
the best available study suggests it
actually reduced the number of overdose
deaths In the immediate neighborhood.

COUNCILMAN OH: Okay. So 1
will —-

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Dave, can
I finish my --

COUNCILMAN OH:z I™m sorry. |1
got to push back on that.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Can 1
finish my follow-up?

COUNCILMAN OH: Yes. I™m
sorry, but that"s not in the report. It
contradicts what you just said, and part
of 1t 1s In the report the definitions.

People OD in the safe injection
site. They are ambulanced out, and
there®s no record of what happened to

them on the way to the hospital, In the
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hospital, but the people who OD
immediately outside the safe consumption
facility is recorded, and that i1s up.

I"m sorry, Councilman.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: No. 1
defer to you. |It"s your bill, sir.

Just last question. When you
talk about treatment, let"s talk about
other forms of treatment just iIn general.
What are we tracking right now as a city?
And 1 do want to acknowledge Councilman
Oh, because he actually was the first one
that started addressing this i1ssue when
it wasn"t like the popular, sexy thing to
do. 1 remember he came up with a task
force and was doing town hall meetings
around the City of Philadelphia. So from
that point forward, the beginning of this
task force, 1 know they came up with some
recommendations.

What have we been tracking 1in
terms of our success rate, how much money
are we spending as a city to help address

the i1ssue of the opioid crisis?
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COMMISSIONER FARLEY: First, |
agree to thank Councilman Oh for his
focus on this crisis. He did bring 1t
early on even before people --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Early on.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: -- here
were talking about 1t, and we appreciate
that support.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: This was
the progressive issue to be a part of.
He was already like focused.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: 1
completely agree.

As far as treatment, 1t i1s not
done by my department. It"s done by the
Department of Behavioral Health, but
there 1s drug-free treatment and there®s
medication-assisted treatment. For
opioid addiction, medication-assisted
treatment has been well shown to be
better for most people, substantially
better. The statistics that | most often
see are the number of people who enter

medication-assisted treatment. |1 don"t
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have the exact numbers with me here, but
that number has gone up dramatically in
the past years.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: You mean
methadone when you say --

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Methadone
and also Suboxone, also known as
buprenorphine. That"s where the biggest
growth has been, more than so iIn
methadone. Buprenorphine is something
which doctors can prescribe, and we are
working very hard to Increase the access
to buprenorphine even more. For example,
we had an announcement just a couple
weeks ago that hundreds of primary care
doctors across the City, most of the
major health systems, agree to get the
waiver that you need iIn order to be able
to prescribe this. So in the future it
should be that anybody can go to their
own regular doctor and get this form of
treatment.

And so the number of people who

are receiving that medication-assisted
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treatment i1s rising. It i1s still too
small a fraction of the number of people
who are addicted, and we consider that
this site would be one of the many sites
where people can initiate that treatment.
COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Okay.
"1l just wrap up on this. And, again,
we talk about this process, and 1 echo
the sentiments of my colleague Chairwoman
Bass. So i1f you"re saying 90 percent,
now people say 90 percent is too high of
a threshold to pass as it relates to
opening up a site. Even though as a
District Councilperson, we deal with
development projects on a day-to-day
basis, right, and i1t"s always a
transparent process where the community
gets a chance to come out, hear what the
proposal 1s. Some will be for i1t; some
will be against 1t, right? And the
project will move forward on the merits.
And so when you talk about
community engagement and a community

process, so 1If you"re saying 90 percent
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iIs too high of a threshold, right -- and
I jJust want to acknowledge Channel 6 over
here. When they went to Vancouver, they
said there were pros and cons about them
visiting the site. They said yeah iIn the
inside, some folks receive the type of
treatment that they needed, right, that
didn"t OD, but -- and this is documented.
Anyone can Google 1t. But the quality of
life surrounding the actual area, they
have very, very bad reviews on, right?

So how do you address that
particular component? Because 1If
people -- people don"t have a clock on
when they get high. | think this site,
they said, well, we"re only going to be
open from like 10:00 to 4:00. What i1f
you want to get high at 7 o"clock at
night, 8 o"clock at night, 10 o"clock at
night?

That"s why we need to have a
more robust conversation about what it
looks like, what this process is going to
be.
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But what are your
recommendations iIf 1t"s not 90 percent?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Again, |
would be happy to talk to other people in
the Administration that know more about
community engagement processes than me to
think about a process. 1It"s not just the
number. It is what the process itself
iIS.

But let"s be clear, the bill iIn
front of us today 1s a process and a
number that just can be surmounted. IFf
the Council wants to prohibit these
sites, | imagine i1t has a legal authority
to do so, just prohibit the sites, but
this process here 1s not a process --

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: We have
the legal authority to go ahead and just
prohibit them just outright?

Oh, says not legal. All right.
Thank you, Mr. Farley.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Wwith all
things, there®s a process. So thank you,

Councilman.
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Councilwoman Gym.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: So thank
you, Madam Chair.

I would also say that | don"t
think any of us wants to be in this
place. 1 don"t think any of us wants to
be In a city that has seen so many
deaths. 1 don"t think any of us wants to
be 1n a place where we have to work on
difficult and challenging situations like
overdose prevention and all of these
types of things that seem foreign and
strange and scary and all of these types
of things, but we"re here and, you know,
for —- 1 think my colleague said i1t
really well. We"ve been sold a bill of
goods about how to challenge addiction,
how to challenge treatment, what people
need. We were sold the thing on opioids.
We were sold many different things. [I™m
thinking about the AIDS crisis, like when
that first came out and the terrors and

fears that people had about AIDS, where
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they blocked kids from going to school,
where hospitals wouldn®t treat people,
but there®"s a tremendous amount of
confusion, ignorance, and fear about
things that we don"t understand and that
take our loved ones away from us.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And what 1
hope all of us are here for, and 1 think
we can all agree, Is that we"re trying to
understand a problem that is beyond all
of our capacity to even like get a total
handle on, and 1"m wondering i1f you can
walk us through some of that.

So can you, Dr. Farley, talk us
through like what i1s Philadelphia®s
ranking nationally in terms of overdose
deaths, opioids, et cetera, here compared
nationally?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: So |
can"t speak to some of the smaller towns.
Some small towns have very high rates,
but among big cities, we are number one

by far. As | said, we are three times
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the rate of Chicago, which is number two,
and five times the rate of New York City.
Put 1t another way, we have as many
overdose deaths approximately as New York
City and they have fTive times the
population as us, about 1,200 overdose
deaths a year. And for 2019, we have not
finished compiling our numbers. When we
bill, probably the number will be higher
than 1t was i1n 2018, because fentanyl has
spread even further in the community than
It has before.

So --

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And I think
we use terminology like "fentanyl'™ like
pretty casually, but for the
non-medically informed or people who
aren"t i1In the treatment community, can
you explain like why i1s the presence of
fentanyl in Philadelphia such a catalyst
for some of the conversations that we"re
having?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Fentanyl

IS a synthetic opioid. You don"t --

Page 64

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Health and Human Services
March 9, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/9/20 - PUBLIC HEALTH - BILLS 200011 & 200189

created from the opium poppy. It has a
potency of at least 50 times that of
heroin. So even one tiny grain of that,
iIf 1t"s 1In the drug supply, is enough for
people to have an overdose death. So
small variations in the fentanyl that"s
sold on the street -- and almost anything
you buy In the street as heroin these
days has fentanyl in 1t. Small
variations on that can kill people.

So iIn this era, Pandora®s box
has been opened. We"re not going to see
the end of fentanyl. It"s cheaper for
the drug cartel to manufacture and sell.
So that the drugs are just much more
dangerous than they were iIn the past.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And users
are not necessarily aware of how much
fentanyl i1s within any type of supplier
product or anything like that. So 1t"s
not purposeful that they"re using
fentanyl; 1t"s more that they"re not sure
of what they®"re using.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: They know
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iIt"s 1In there, but they have no way of
knowing how much i1s in there. And this
Is not mixed in a chemist"s laboratory.
This 1s just mixed by some drug dealer.
So there®s a lot of variability in how
much 1s 1n there.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Can you talk
a little bit about the impact of this
overdose crisis on communities of color?
Like how 1s this dividing up amongst
different communities?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: So there
are higher rates of overdose deaths among
whites than there are among African
Americans and Hispanics. However, those
are shifting over time. We"re seeing
actually some decreases In overdose
deaths among whites and increases among
African Americans and Hispanics. And the
overall numbers are so great that to put
It In perspective, there are more
overdose deaths than there are deaths
from gun violence i1n Philadelphia among

every racial group. So the gun violence
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has been devastating to African Americans
and Latinos. Overdose deaths are killing
more African Americans and Latinos than
gun violence.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: So one of
the things that 1"ve tried to do since
this announcement was made a number of
years ago is tried to visit some of these
sites. 1"ve been to three different
overdose prevention sites around the
world, in part because | want to talk to
people about how they got established,
things that they"re working on, what
could they do better, what are lessons
learned, and to study this, to not just
take 1t based on iInitial reactions or
things like that, but to really try to
learn from what other people have done.

One of the things that they®ve
talked about 1s like there®s a lot of
questions about -- we all want to do more
rehab, more treatment. That"s extremely
important and essential, but i1s 1t true

also that one of the reasons why they
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have some of these overdose prevention
sites i1n other places and why they
consider i1t not to be like a solution or
1T you open one 1t"s the end of the drug
crisis, everybody is solved and free, you
know, Blike no one has to worry about iIt,
i1t"s actually that there®s an
understanding that people who are iIn
treatment need -- this 1s part of a
continuum of care effectively. So people
go back and forth.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1T people in
this space have never had an addiction or
have never had anybody with an addiction,
that®"s a blessing, but for many people
who do have loved ones who are iIn
addiction, they know that this isn"t like
a linear path to recovery and to
abstinence or whatever, but that this is
a back and forth continuum.

And so could you talk a little
bit about what happens to people? Are
they at risk of dying? For example, like
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should they go through rehab treatment?
Could they be at risk after they leave
rehab as much as i1f they weren"t iIn 1t?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: So a
couple things. Among people who have
addiction to opioilds, there"s a spectrum.
There"s some people who are taking pills
once a day and they"re doing okay. Other
people are iInjecting even infrequently.
Then on the other end of the spectrum,
there are people who are i1njecting 10, 15
times a day. And people with opioid
addiction, their problem often i1s they"lIl
go into treatment, get somewhat better,
and then they"ll relapse. That is
typical i1in the course of this.

IT people go Into a drug-free
program and they now are clean, they"ve
detoxed, their tolerance for opioids has
been reduced. |If they then relapse, they
go out on the street and they get some
fentanyl, they"re at very high risk of
having a fatal overdose. So we

definitely see iIncreased overdose deaths,
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for example, after people leave jail,
because they have not been receiving
opioids and they start again after they
leave.

So a site like this -- and it"s
not the solution at all. It is actually
a relatively small part of the solution,
but 1t 1s an important part of that
solution. To engage those people who are
injecting many times a day, who are at
very high risk, who are not for the most
part at that moment ready to go into
treatment, and try to get them -- once
they engage them, they try to persuade
them to go into treatment and move them
up to that next step.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: I™"m not a
doctor. 1 don"t think any of us on
Council have a medical degree, but could
you explain to me then why -- you said 1in
your testimony that medical experts at
the American Medical Association and the
Pennsylvania Medical Society have

endorsed the opening of these facilities.
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From a medical perspective, why does the
AMA support these facilities?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Because
they reviewed the full scientific
literature and looked i1nto what do they
provide, and they acknowledge that opioid
overdose is a common problem and that
these reduce that overdose deaths and
that they potentially serve as a site to
treatment.

They"ve expressed these as this
needs to be piloted In the United States.
These are standard facilities in much of
Europe and in Canada, but they want to
open them 1n the United States because of
the crisis and then evaluate their
impact, and 1 support that.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And so from
a professional and medical perspective,
they"re arguing similarly to what has
been said before, is that they®"re part of
a continuum, an essential component of a
continuum of care that includes rehab and

treatment, that includes education and
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outreach, that includes numerous other
things, but also must include overdose
prevention to prevent deaths; i1s that
correct?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY:
Absolutely. In the same sense In the
medical care system, you have an
intensive care unit and you have an
emergency room, you have outpatient
facilities, and different patients at
different times need different
facilities.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Right.
Okay. | appreciate that.

On the docket in front of us
iIs ——- and I want to thank you for walking
us through some of that, because 1 think
that"s 1mportant background. As | said,
I think none of us want to be In this
place to make such difficult questions
and decisions, but we are here. We are
going to have to figure it out, and we"re
going to have to do it together. And

people are not operating from a place of
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ignorance or hate. Nobody wants to see
loved ones i1In the throes of addiction,
God forbid, that they were to pass away
from 1t. No one wants to lose control
over their communities. And as | said,
part of the reason for my visit to all
these different facilities is to try to
better understand, to listen to the
people who founded i1t, to listen to the
health experts who endorsed it, who are
around 1t, what can we learn and do
better.

But before us i1s a bill, and
one of the questions that 1 have i1s, you
are as our Health Commissioner in charge
of really taking a look at approval of
facilities and health facilities across
the City. In your understanding, 1is
there any health facility that requires
90 percent approval from communities
before being able to open?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: 1"m not
aware of any required approval process

for outpatient medical facilities at all.

Page 73

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Health and Human Services
March 9, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/9/20 - PUBLIC HEALTH - BILLS 200011 & 200189

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 75 percent
approval?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: 1™m not
aware of any of that.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 60 percent
approval?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Again --

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Does that
include like -- 1s there a dialysis
center that has to require that level of
approval?

(Applause.)

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: We don"t
have any approval process for those.
They have to be licensed by -- they need
to be licensed by the State Health
Department, but the City Health
Department does not have --

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1Is there a
women®s reproductive health center that
requires that level of approval?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: No.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1Is there an

alcoholic or a narcotics treatment
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program that requires that level of
approval before opening?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: 1™m not
sure what the processes are, 1T there are
any, for that. 1"m sorry for not
answering that, but I*1l be happy to get
back to you on that.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: How about
therapy, mental health or PT treatment?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: No.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And 1in
part --

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: I mean, 1%ve
visited these facilities, as | said, and
you have too, | know. But there 1is
medical staff, correct, on -- there"s
usually nurses who are on staff?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Correct.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: There®"s a
health clinic; i1s that correct?

The one 1In Vancouver that you
visited had a detox facility in their

upstairs.
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COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Right.
That had a detox facility in the same
burlding, yes, and there are nurses that
are there at all times that provide basic
medical care for people.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And one of
the things that 1 was really struck by
when 1 went to visit all three of these
facilities that was very painful for me
Is that, as | said, for people who are
not 1In addiction or aren®"t suffering from
iIt, 1t 1s a grace, but for the folks who
are in the middle of 1t, one of the most
painful things to hear from them is that
during their addictions, because of
what"s happening to them, they often
don"t seek any level of medical care.
They"re often excluded from medical
treatment. That includes like i1f they
experience wounds. |If they are impacted
by domestic violence or violence on the
streets, they often don"t or try to seek
medical care.

Is that some of your
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understanding of what"s happening within
these populations?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Yes.
These people suffer many medical
conditions, and they"re i1n the worst
throes of addiction, so all they can
really think about i1s how to get that
next dose, and so they don"t address any
of those problems. So this i1s a site
where they can be engaged and then people
can try to help them with those
additional problems.

And let me just say, many of
these people have iInjected many years and
It"s easy to say, well, they"re beyond
hope, they"ll never recover, but in the
community meetings we had, we heard a
number of testimonies from people who had
injected drugs for 10, 15, 20, 25 years
and who had recovered and were now
contributing to society. So as severe as
they may seem on the street, these people
are all saveable.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Right.
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(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And 1 think,
most importantly, they"re people. |
mean, whether or not they®"re saveable or
not 1s not really what we"re debating
here. They"re our neighbors, they"re our
family members, and they"re
Philadelphians.

So, again, | wanted to walk
through a little bit because 1 want to
emphasize that these aren"t -- 1 don"t
know what people®s conceptions are of
them, and I wish we had photos to
compare, for example, my opinion that
many of our streets are iInjection sites
right now. Our children witness it.

They overdose in our streets. It"s
tragic and 1t"s horrifying, and I°ve been
to Vancouver and they are in the
epicenter of what was long determined a
crisis before any overdose prevention
site opened there. They are in a housing
crisis iIn Vancouver. They are in a

poverty crisis iIn Vancouver, as are we.
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And I think that one of the things we
have to be thoughtful and compassionate
about 1n this moment and also very
realistic 1s that a city that builds to
ignore the least, the poorest and the
most vulnerable will be a city of
inequality and injustice, and we will --

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And we will
continue to debate these things. Nothing
will make people disappear. No matter
how much we want to make them disappear
because they seem unpleasant, they seem
not Philadelphia, that is not the case.
So the thing that 1 would like --

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And the
thing 1 would like to remind us is that
we"re having a conversation about saving
people. That includes our communities,
that i1ncludes our neighborhoods, that
includes our children, and that includes
people who are suffering.

So for clarity, these medical
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facilities -- |1 mean, these facilities
are medical facilities. 1"ve seen them
in three different places. They talk
about treatment. And as you were saying,
they were talking about how to assist
people who have long been avoiding or
aren™t entitled to treatment, that this
IS sometimes the first time that they"ve
had 1n years that they®"ve been able to
sit down with a medical professional and
talk through what®s happening with them.

So could you talk a little bit
more about what you®ve seen from that
perspective?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Yeah.
Again, these are people who they have not
attended to many needs, and because
they"re i1njecting frequently, they have
many medical problems related to
injection, and this i1s one time they go
in and they engage with people.

They tend to be ashamed. They
tend to hide from people, but then they

can meet medical professionals there who
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can then try to deal with some of their
problems and in the course of that
conversation, open up topics about, hey,
your life could be different i1f you get
into treatment. 1 know 1t"s not easy,
but are you thinking about that first
step today? And that would be our hope
that a facility here would be even more
assertive than the sites | saw 1In Canada
and try to use that opportunity.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1"m going to
ask a few questions about a little bit
about the process, but are there any
other i1ssues that have come up about the
concerns about this bill at all? Like
are there any potential legal issues that
we should be considering as the
Committee?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: The Law
Department did have an opinion on this.
I read 1t quickly, to be honest, and 1
can"t speak to 1t. | would recommend
that the Committee look at the written

opinion from the Law Department.
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COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And there
might be some concerns about ADA
legalities and --

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Yes.
There was mention about --

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: People 1in
addiction are considered covered under
the federal ADA laws; i1s that correct?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Yes, they
are.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1Is there a
possibility that, to the Charrwoman, can
we just make sure that we get some
clarity about ADA and how that 1is
impacting this?

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Certainly.
And 1 think that the Councilman has a
legal opinion as well from the Law
Department he can speak to.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Okay.

And then the last question 1s,
I know that you said that community
processes are not your expertise, but I

would say i1n agreement, 1 think with most
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of our Councilmembers here, that 1t must
be. It just has to be part of the
expertise of how we do things.

Healthcare and healthcare for
our most vulnerable 1s 90 percent
education and understanding outreach and
reaching out to people to understand 1it,
and In my opinion, it"s probably 10 to 20
percent actually healthcare, because so
much of 1t relies on people being
confident, understanding, and willing to
meet us where people who need it the most
are the ones who are getting it.

So 1t sounds like you are
saying that the Administration is ready
to have -- could come back to us with a
proposal of some sort or at least be able
to give us some back and forth about how
to think through a better bill. Is that
fair?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Yes.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And so 1
think this bill came through within a

pretty fast time period, two weeks, and
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part of the question iIs i1s that i1f you
were to promise to work with members of
Council, especially some of our folks who
are dealing with 1t more directly, would
there be an opportunity for us to maybe
consider what that process could look
like?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: 1 would
be happy to engage with the Council on
thinking what that process would be. |
would Invite other members of the
Administration iIn that conversation,
people who have had more experience with
community processes before, but I will be
happy to be part of that.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And I think
In part 1t"s that we want to do this
right.

Safehouse 1s on hold, right?
It"s on hold for right now.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Correct.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: So there®s
no rush to do a bill that i1s establishing

a standard that has never before existed
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anywhere for any facility, medical
facility here, and that what we can do is
work with the Administration to get a
clearer, more responsive and a bill that
adheres to like consistent with other
existing processes, ensures that we cover
ADA appropriately. 1Is that a fair
consideration? 1Is the Administration
willing to consider that?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Well,
let"s be clear. What this bill does
today really is prohibit these facilities
in Philadelphia, and 1t that were to
pass, 1 would think that would be a
profound mistake, because i1t would mean
that we would be losing lives that we can
save.

So would I be willing to, would
the Administration be willing to engage
with Council about developing a process
that 1s better? Absolutely.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Right. And
I think that"s the question. When you

rush something through within just days
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or weeks of something happening, you can
get into a situation where the bill i1sn"t
meeting really the needs of particular
communities, can have massive damaging
impact, and I think what 1"m asking 1is
that would you be able to work with
Council to propose a better bill,
something different from what"s before
us, so that we can engage In a process
given the fact that Safehouse i1s on hold
right now and we don"t need to rush
through a process in a matter of minutes
just because that"s the most urgent thing
in our mind, that we can craft something
that makes a lot of sense, that responds
to community needs, iInvests iIn a
community process, but doesn"t set a
threshold or establishes a standard to
which no other facility applies?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Again, we
would be happy to engage in the process
and work with the Council on what that
process ought to look like.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: All right.
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Thank you very much.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Councilwoman.

Councilman Oh.

COUNCILMAN OH: In terms of the
ADA and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
both specifically state that those are
for former drug abusers and not current,
that they are precluded. And i1t also
states that of all the rights that are
provided to persons who are former drug
abusers or who are currently using drugs,
that what 1t provides is they shall not
be turned down for medical treatment if
they go to a hospital, they"re injured or
1T they go to a rehabilitation program,
but 1f they are currently using drugs
while 1n that program, they are not
covered and 1t explicitly states that
anyone who 1s currently using drugs 1is
not protected by either the ADA,
Americans with Disabilities Act, or the

Rehabilitation Act of 1973.

Page 87

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Health and Human Services
March 9, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/9/20 - PUBLIC HEALTH - BILLS 200011 & 200189

What i1s unprecedented, which is
why we"re here, 1s that inviting persons
who are currently using illegal
substances, purchasing, injecting,
getting high and leaving i1s in violation
of the federal and state criminal laws.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN OH: The federal
decision -- so the federal decision that
was issued a couple weeks ago only states
that within the four corners of a safe
injection site, the activity of trying to
supervise for medical purposes, that is
not illegal, but everything that is
involved, bringing heroin, going to the
site, iInjecting, and now for the most
part In Canada, 50 percent of the use 1is
meth. [It"s not even heroin anymore. And
by the way, in the Alberta study, only
the hospital that had an OPS had a
doctor, a nurse or any medical persons.
Every other site i1in Alberta had no
medical personnel whatsoever.

So this 1s not going to be
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covered by the ADA, and that i1s the
reason why there has to be a process of
community involvement since the federal
decision was made.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Councilman.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: 1 want to
recognize the presence and also statement
from Councilwoman Maria Quinones-Sanchez.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Thank
you, Madam Chair. As someone who has
participated in many of these
conversations, | just want to put a few
things on the record and ask Mr. Farley a
couple of questions for the purposes of
the record.

As someone who has managed
dozens of hours of this, | have stated
many times how very disappointed 1 am
that we are here today after all the work
that we"ve been doing over the years in

trying to get people to listen to each

Page 89

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Health and Human Services
March 9, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/9/20 - PUBLIC HEALTH - BILLS 200011 & 200189

other around this issue and made
significant progress. We made
significant progress by moving a needle
exchange from a van to a building, to a
clinic, and despite our failure iIn
government and in this case | say our
failure 1n government to keep Kensington
safe, residents i1n Kensington have been
willing to work with the Administration
through countless meetings and
discussions, and we are here because of a
lack of leadership, a lack of leadership
of this Administration to own this
process, a lack of leadership in this
Administration to say we are going to do
this and we"re going to treat this like
we"ve treated every siting for methadone
clinics and others where we respect the
dignity of folks In the community to have
a say, even 1T ultimately things happen
differently.

So, Dr. Farley, because you"re
asking for a delay i1n the process, and I

don*"t particularly like the expedited
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process iIn which this 1s going on. 1
explained that to Councilman Oh, who is
my colleague, who has done tremendous
work on this, and I respect his work.
And even though we haven®"t agreed of all
of this process, he has put skin iIn this
game around this discussion.

As a District Councilperson, |
don"t want to be mandated and 1 don"t
want residents in my district to be
mandated about what process they should
take. I think like we"ve done everything
in Kensington, siting respite centers and
others, there have been robust
conversations. We"ve respected all of
the civic organizations in the
conversation, and 1 can tell you even
among the civic non-profit organizations
in Kensington, not all of them always
agree, but we have a dialogue.

IT this gets postponed, what is
the Administration going to do
differently? 1Is it going to own 1t? |Is

it going to take leadership on 1t and
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stop hiding and exposing Safehouse, whose
only intention i1s to save lives right
now. They"re not at fault at this. You
guys are. What are you going to do
different?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: As you
know, Councilmember, there have been a
number of meetings in Kensington, strong
feelings at those meetings expressed pro
and con. There were not meetings like
that 1n South Philadelphia.

Again, 1 would only say that
the Administration and -- well, speaking
for the Health Department, the Health
Department would be happy to participate
In a process. It sounds like the Council
wants to be involved as well, and would
welcome the Council --

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: But we
have been involved. You didn"t just
disrespect South Philadelphia. You
disrespected everybody in this process.
Councilman Squilla --

(Applause.)
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COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:
Councillman Squilla and 1 and members of
the cabinet, we"ve had tons of meetings.
We"re 1n discussions now with the legal
folks figuring out best ways to do this,
and then you decide to move this process
along i1n South Philadelphia. And, again,
I don"t want to put Safehouse iIn the
middle, because | have the greatest
respect for the work of Prevention Point.
I consider them a stakeholder and a
partner in the work that we"re doing. It
Is not their fault that they have been
pushed for this rush -- and 1 said this
publicly -- this rush to be first, not
this rush to do this right, because
that"s not what we"re doing here. If we
wanted to do this right, we would have
respected the process we"ve utilized when
you set up a medical center, when we set
up a methadone clinic. And now we"re
sitting here talking about we need to
come up with a process. We have

processes around how we site these
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situations. Every time we site a
methadone clinic, we have a process.

(Applause.)

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: So let me
just remind you, Councilmember, that we
have on average three to four people who
die of drug overdose every day.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Don"t
get on the emotional. Don"t do that.
Don"t do that. Do not do that.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Do not
do that to me, because 1 will give you
names. And you and I have had this
discussion many a times. You can give me
a number and 1 can give you names of
funerals 1"ve attended. Don"t do that
and don"t tell me I don"t care. Don"t do
that.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: What I™m
saying to you i1s, you"re asking a
committee and elected officials, who you

violated the trust and the confidence by
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going through this route i1In South
Philadelphia, you"re telling us hold up,
we want a process, when you didn"t give
us a process. And what i1s going to be
different?

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Tell me
what 1s going to be different. Because
iIf you don*"t have a plan now, as
reluctant as | am about supporting
anything -- I don"t like to dictate
anything to anybody, and I absolutely
want to be part of anything that talks
about how we spell this out, but you®ve
given folks no choice, and what you“re
saying 1s we"re willing to engage. Well,
we"ve been engaged for 12 years. Some of
us have been engaged for 20 years iIn this
process, and some of us have been knee
deep 1In 1t for the last three years, and
we were not engaged.

So what 1s going to be
different and why would 1 tell my

colleagues to stop a process that I"m not
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in favor of? Because you"ve said nothing
this morning that makes me feel like you
actually respect this process debate that
we"re having.

(Applause.)

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: The bill
that i1s being proposed here sets a
threshold, which I think you would
recognize, Councilmember, 1s --

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Wwill
never be met.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Wwill
never be met. So i1t"s effectively
prohibiting that.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: But you
are not offering any alternative. My
Council colleague Squilla asked you
specifically. Councilman Oh asked you
specifically. You knew this was
happening, you knew after the South
Philly situation, and you didn®"t come in
here today prepared with amendments that
made sense that people can entertain.

(Applause.)
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COMMISSIONER FARLEY: And the
Administration will be happy to do that
1T that"s what the Council is asking.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: That"s
what the Administration does. Every time
we present legislation and you either
have a legal debate on i1t, which
sometimes we agree and sometimes we
don"t, or you have a process debate, you
give us an alternative. And you"re not
giving us that today, and i1t"s very hard.

I am not going back to
Kensington and telling people to trust
this Administration, right? 1 can"t do
that anymore. | have absolutely no
political equity left in saying to folks
that we care about them and we respect
them, because you blew that up last week.
You blew 1t up last week.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: And if
you want us to help you restore i1t, you
got to give us something, other than the

bill before us 1s not what we can
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support. And so unless you"re willing to
do that, you have forced everybody®s hand
up here, because saying trust me, give me
a process | didn"t give you iIs not going
to pass the muster today. It"s not going
to pass the muster for Councilman Squilla
and 1t 1s not for me, who again feel
very, very strongly, very, very strongly
that we have made so much progress in
Kensington, with all the disagreements
we"ve had, so much progress in Kensington
at getting people to look at each other
and speak and listen to each other. So
unless you can do that by the end of this
hearing, you have forced the hand. It
doesn"t stop the process. We pass bills
here all the time and we come back and we
amend them, but 1 think the
responsibility right now, the leadership
moment right now is for this
Administration to give us an alternative
that we can trust. Otherwise this is
what you get.

Thank you, Madam Chair.
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(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Councilwoman.

Okay. I want to recognize
Councilman Squilla. Are you -- okay.

Are there any other questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay.
Seeing no other questions, thank you so
much for your testimony today.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Thank
you .

COUNCILWOMAN BASS:
Commissioner, are you going to be able to
stay near 1In case there are additional
questions?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: I am
dealing with the coronavirus. |If you
don®"t mind, I would prefer to be able to
go back and work on 1t.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Say again.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: I am
dealing with the -- not personally, but

as Health Commissioner, 1 am dealing with
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the coronavirus crisis. So 1f 1 could go
back and try to work on that, 1 would
appreciate 1t.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay. All
right. Well, thank you.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Thank
you .

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: And it we
could have the Clerk call forward the
next panel.

THE CLERK: Shannon Farrell,
Jacqueline Williams --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: I1™m sorry.
We need quiet, please.

The next panel?

THE CLERK: Barbara Capozzi and
Asteria Vives.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

MS. CAPOZZI: 1It"s very hard to
encapsulate how I feel and how the civic
association --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: 1™m sorry.

Ms. Capozzi, hold for one moment, please.
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THE CLERK: Shannon Farrell,
Jacqueline Williams.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay.
Please state your name and then begin
your testimony.

MS. CAPOZZ1: Barbara Capozzi.
I"m the President of Packer Park Civic
Association and about two dozen other
civic and advocacy groups around the
City.

It"s really hard to encapsulate
in two minutes. | made copies of my
testimony, and I encourage you to just
read the last two pages, which i1s so far
the number of civic associations that
have signed on the federal lawsuit to
stop this, because we really don"t have
any confidence iIn our city Administration
that they are going to stop it.

Let me try to summarize. [I™m
not sure everybody understands, but there
are none of these experiments anywhere in
this country. So what this man is trying

to tell us 1s that he"s smarter than
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everybody else and he®"s more
compassionate than anybody else, and that
iIs bullshit. Excuse me. It can"t be, it
cannot be that any place around the
country hasn®"t done this first. Why do
we have to be the first?

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Barbara?

MS. CAPOzZzZl1: Canada doesn"t
mean --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Barbara?

MS. CAPOZZ1: -- anything to
me.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Sorry.
Language, please. Thank you.

MS. CAPOzZzZl: Canada doesn"t
mean anything to me. They have not been
labeled, Alberta has not been labeled the
poorest city iIn the United States as we
have. We"re the poorest city already.
Why would we want to be the first to
experiment on this? Why? It makes no
sense whatever.

I am full of compassion for

these people, but I"m more full of
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compassion for my residents and all the
residents, symbolized by these civic
associations, who are jackasses because
we pay the bills.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay.-

MS. CAPOzZZI: We work all day.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Barbara
Capozzi, one moment. 1"m sorry.

MS. CAPOZZI: I1"m sorry, but 1
have --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Listen, 1
understand, but we really have to set the
tone here, and so we can"t have language
that"s 1nappropriate, please.

MS. CAPOZZI: Okay. He set the
tone by making us or implying that we"re
not compassionate enough, we"re not
educated enough, we don"t understand, so
that"s why the City has to ram this
through.

I spoke with the landlord
myself, myself. When 1 heard about i1t on
Tuesday, by the time 1 reached him it was

Wednesday. Here®"s the two things he told
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me. 1 said, have you heard from our
Councilman?

He said, no.

I said -- and he told me that
the Health Commissioner was very involved
and that the Health Commissioner misled
him, because he didn*"t know that there
was a process or no process. He"s just a
landlord leasing space. And with my
intervention and the intervention of
other civics, this was stopped in our
neighborhood, but we can"t always be that
vigilant. We can"t always be that
active.

But we did sign on to a federal
lawsuit, and there"s more groups coming.
This 1s a bare bones. This i1s the first
people that signed up. We have to
protect ourselves, because 1t doesn"t
look like anyone else is doing iIt.

Thank you, Councilman Oh, for
bringing this up. I could go on and on.
I talked about -- here"s one of the

reasons that this i1s happening.
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COUNCILWOMAN BASS: 1I™m sorry.
We"re out of time. 1"m going to give you
a couple more minutes, but --

MS. CAPOZZI: The drug dealers
In this city are getting off. My police
captain told me he has people with 99
prior arrests.

(Applause.)

MS. CAPOzZzZl: That"s one of the
reasons this problem is so bad i1n this
city, because everybody gets off. Even
murderers get off in Philadelphia now.
And maybe you don"t realize i1t because
you"re In a building with detectors and
metal detectors and everything, but I1t"s
getting bad again on the streets.

There®s gangs again. Nobody i1s getting
prosecuted. Nobody i1s -- retail theft,
it"s fine. 1It"s fine. Up to $500,
there®s a memo in his office, up to $500,
not getting prosecuted. Now, that same
sorrow-sponsored person in California,
It"s a thousand dollars. So that will be

the next thing, retail theft. Everything
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iIs fine. People that break iInto cars,
which are drug people looking for money.
In my own neighborhood, we started a town
watch. That i1s absolutely unheard of.
That 1s absolutely unheard of.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: We do have
your testimony and I can tell you --

MS. CAPOZZl1: Yeah, and I™m
sure everybody i1s going to read 1it.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: -- not just
for you but for everyone who leaves
testimony, 1 could tell you we"re going
to read your testimony. We"re going to
read every piece of testimony that is
provided today, because we take this
Issue very, very seriously. So I don"t
want you to think that it"s not important
and that we"re not going to read i1t. But
just because there"s a large number of
people that we have here to testify, we
are going to ask that people limit their
testimony to two minutes.

MS. CAPOzZI: Well, let me just

point out --
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COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Barbara,
listen, I know you. [I"ve known you for a
while now and 1 know that you are
passionate about your issue, but at the
same time, we have to treat everybody
fairly. We gave the Commissioner two
minutes. So we"re asking everyone --

MS. CAPOzZzZl1: Oh, no, no, no.
He had at least four and a half minutes.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: No. He was
on a two-minute timer just like everybody
else i1s going to be.

MS. CAPOzZzZl1: No, he wasn"t.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: But 1 thank
you for your testimony, and we are going
to read 1t.

And 1T we could have the next
panelist state your name for the record
and begin.

MS. FARRELL: Shannon Farrell.
I"m the President of the Harrowgate Civic
Association. That 1s the registered
community organization. So today I"m

here to talk about process, the process
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that we already have i1n place for a lot
of different things that happen In our
city.

When you went -- you have a
doctor*®s office, but you want to expand
upstairs and you don"t have the zoning
for 1t, there®"s a community process.

When you®"re a hospital and want to
expand, there®s a community process.

One of the questions | have 1is,
we are talking about Safehouse as 1f
they"re a medical facility, and I want to
know how was that determined. 1 have
been trained in Narcan. |If 1 decide to
rent a building and go in and ask people
who are using to come 1n and then 1
reverse them, am 1 a medical facility?

So 1 think there®s a lot more
that needs to be said. There®"s so many
unanswered questions, but there iIs a
process already iIn this city that you ask
volunteer organizations. We have to
register. We have to prove that we have

meetings. We have to prove that we have
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engaged our community. We have got to
submit bylaws and boundaries for purposes
of saying what happens i1n our
neighborhood. 1 don"t understand why
this 1s so different.

We cannot allow a private
entity and the Mayor and his
Administration to solely drive this, what
they want.

That already happens. Doctors,
hospitals, everybody else has to do this.
Is there a set amount? No, there®s not.
Just the majority. So i1f you have 30
people 1n the room and 16 people are iIn
favor of i1t or oppose i1t, that"s how that
works.

So I would think everybody
would want a better process and take a
part In 1t and not be opposed to one.

And 1t would be extremely unfair to
communities to put this type of
responsibility on us for every other
process to happen in our neighborhood,

but to not have a say in being included
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in this.

And 1 feel like that -- this
happened last year, first. Everybody is
talking about South Philly, but 1 went
through this, our communities, iIn the
River Wards with Councilman Squilla and
Councilwoman Sanchez last year, and i1t
didn"t get much attention because i1t"s
Kensington. Everybody dumps in
Kensington as it 1s. So they had a year
and this is the second time they came out
and railroaded over a community. So 1
feel that Safehouse has already proven
that without any type of legislation or
oversight, they are not going to respect
the community that you®s represent.

(Applause.)

MS. FARRELL: 1 went to Toronto
with them and 1 have worked with them,
and they didn"t do any better. They
railroaded me even after telling me, we
will absolutely let me know, Shannon,
what we decide, and had decided the whole

time. They kept talking about Episcopal
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Hospital, and then Rendell went on TV and
said, we are going to sign a lease on
Hilton Street.

So you cannot expect them to
continue to respect us 1T they“"re not
meaning to.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

(Applause.)

MS. WILLIAMS: Good morning.

My name i1s Jacqueline Williams. 1"m with
Lancaster Avenue 21st Century Business
Association. 1"m the Director of
Operations, and 1"m here to express my
support of this bill and that
transparency in government is key, and
this bill will help us to have an
understanding of how government can be
transparent to the communities.

At the end of the day, it
really is about the residents. It really
Is about the businesses. And we want to
make sure that the residents and the

businesses have a say, because they“re
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going to be impacted. They"re going to
be iImpacted much more than everyone
sitting here talking about it. If you
don®"t live iIn that area, you"re not going
to be Impacted.

(Applause.)

MS. WILLIAMS: So i1t"s
important to have so that the voice of
the community -- this iIs a democracy, a
represented democracy, but iIt"s a
democracy, that the voice of the
community is heard and that there are
some best practices. Because what 1 have
not heard yet are best practices around
safe houses. Not to say that there
aren"t best practices. 1 just haven"t
heard them, and I haven®t done as much
research as other folks have. But there
should be some best practices. There
should be some implementation where the
community can have an ongoing say, not
just yes or no, but an ongoing say, yea
and nay, and if 1t"s not working, there

should be some kind of policy, some kind
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of process where the community can come
back and say, we need to look at this
again.

Thank you so much.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Please
state your name for the record and begin
your testimony.

MS. VIVES: Before 1 begin, |
just want to share that 1"m just a little
startled because of the bad experience 1
had this morning.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: 1I1™m sorry.
What was that?

MS. VIVES: 1I"m a little
startled because of a bad experience 1
had this morning, so what 1 have to talk
about doesn®"t even come up to three
minutes, but 1¥f I"m a little nervous,
It"s just because of my experience this
morning.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Certainly.
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MS. VIVES: I will clearly
state to begin with for valid reasons,
which 1s a different topic, 1 do not
support the claimed safe iInjection house
a/k/a --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Please
state your name for the record.

MS. VIVES: Asteria Vives,
community activist, volunteer for 20
years.

But I do support the state
rules, the state and city rules,
procedures, guidelines, ordinances. And
while 1t affects our neighborhoods,
families, children, schools, merchants,
and homeless community, this would
include supporting Bill No. 200189
introduced on February 27, 2020 promptly
after Mayor Jim Kenney and his posse
intentionally betrayed and neglected our
community.

It saddens me because 1 do know
that many here today support the claimed

safe 1Injection house, and opposing to
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Bill No. 200189 are here for their own
supplies, recognition, and definitely
promised jobs. And while we may have a
medical physician or two here today to
speak, please remember that i1t has been
proven that many also neglected and
abused our homeless community, which is a
separate story.

Councilmembers, when a merchant
opens a business or develops structure iIn
or out theirr homes where 1t would
negatively affect our community, they are
ousted, closed down, provided violations,
and fees are 1mposed. When you have a
Mayor and his posse open a claimed safe
injection house without a care of how it
would negatively affect the community
area, we now have another Donald Trump.
Mayor Jim Kenney might as well have
thrown a paper towel to us.

Councilmembers, we have to be
mindful . Helping people induce i1llegal
drugs 1n a claimed safe Injection house

has been unsuccessful 1In many areas and
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Canada and has negatively affected their
communities, drugs where many people are
currently incarcerated for today. How
could you not support Bill No. 200189 in
ending -- in the original average story
that began in November 2016 before the
Gurney cleanup and you claimed heroes,
you will read my name and In videos. So
obviously I do care.

Please support Bill No. 200189.
Having structure, it simply makes sense.
And 1n my own words for quite some time,
unity builds community and equality
builds quality. And with all due
respect, in the meantime, Mayor Jim
Kenney, please stop making illegal drug
promises. To some of his posse, look for
a new job somewhere else and/or fly to
Hollywood to be on camera. Our community
IS not for sale.

My name is Asteria Vives.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.

Thank you for your testimony.
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Councilman Squilla.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Just one
question.

Shannon, 1 know you went on a
trip with us out to Canada. When they
told us about theilr process and what they
did there, do you remember anything about
when they were engaging to possibly have
the sites there what Canada suggested to
us?

MS. FARRELL: They suggested
that they don"t engage the community.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: They
suggested that they shouldn®t?

MS. FARRELL: That they don"t
engage the community. So they just
opened them without community engagement.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: And do you
think that here iIn America, Is that
something we should do?

MS. FARRELL: No. We"re a
democracy and that"s not how we operate
now. The City asked a lot of us as

citizens that are volunteering on boards
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that we have to fairly give people who
come i1n front of us for zoning and make
sure that they“"re fair, that everybody 1is
heard, that we contact the right
residents In the boundaries that we"ve
had to submit and they approved. And so
even In America, It goes much down to
just your volunteer organizations in the
City of Philadelphia before i1t even
reaches up to the federal government and
what we"re required to do and the fact
that there i1s this process. And I don"t
know that that i1s going to be the perfect
process. |1 would say 1 wouldn®t put your
organizations iIn that position, because
we already get threatened with SLAPP
lawsuits over gentrification and 1 got
threatened over a tire shop.

But there i1s processes that are
in place, so i1t would be unfair to say
that we"re asking them to do something
that we don"t require of everybody else,
every other -- Philadelphians who own

property that wants to put a fence around
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their yard, we have legislation on that.
These are zoning codes. And like 1 said,
we don"t even know what this facility is.
The judge doesn®"t call 1t, and then the
judge made a distinction last week to say
that his memorandum does not give them --
doesn*"t tell them where they can be or
any possible locations or land use. That
falls to local government, and that is
the City Council.

And so there needs to be
legislation. The judge said that himself
by saying this is what we don"t cover.
And even the definition of other than
they"re a non-profit and they“"re going to
reverses overdoses inside, what else are
they going to do? And there could be
plenty of answers, but as a community
leader -- and 1"ve been engaged by
Safehouse -- 1 don"t have those answers
for my community. So we need a
definition.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: And I know

you worked with a lot of them, harm
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reduction people and people who are
really sincere about trying to help in
this case and build a good rapport with
them. Do you believe what happened here
actually sets us back?

MS. FARRELL: 1 do. I think
even they do, the ones that | work with
do anyway. Last year when they did 1it,
they also chose a site with a daycare
attached, and they just did that again.
And they"re our most vulnerable citizens.
They"re our children that go there when
we"re at work. And they have twice now
said, what we"re doing Is more important
than your children. We"re even telling
you what we"re going to do around your
children.

And so they set us back. |
have worked with people In the community.
I have met with them and said, look, we
got to put needle disposal boxes on our
corner, because we want to make sure we
stop the spread of hep A. We have 500

people that are living on our streets
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that -- we have to be okay with that. |1
don"t want you"s to be upset or protest.
It"s not a comfortable conversation, but
I had 1t, and everybody said okay, we
won"t fight you on 1t.

We had to put bathrooms in
because the people that just live In the
community who are not actively using
drugs start to catch hepatitis A. So we
had to bring trailers in. On some of our
streets you see trailers, and that was to
stop the human waste from being on our
street.

So this was all done through
community engagement, and they had
already said that they were willing to do
this, and people who worked at Prevention
Point and volunteer noticed that we have
actually a better relationship than most
people see when we get into positions
like this, and they say, you don"t care,
Shannon, because everybody has died.
Since you live on Hilton Street, 1t"s

your fault. And if somebody throws
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needles on somebody who supports
Safehouse, because i1t"s their fault they
think that the needles are on the ground,
and this is all because the Mayor®s
Administration supported this and did
nothing about i1t, didn®"t engage anybody.
They said, we"re going to support such a
controversial topic, but don"t come to us
about 1t and don"t ask us questions, and
Safehouse has no 1dea what they"re doing.
And, | mean, i1t was clear last year. And
then even with another year for everybody
to decide this 1s how we"re going to do
this, 1t was not done. And that"s when
you have to step in and say clearly you®s
can"t do this. The Mayor®s
Administration can"t do 1t and Safehouse
hasn®"t been able to do 1t. And you are
setting back conversations that no matter
what side you are on, back miles, because
now we"re back to the beginning when
we"re like you must want people to die
and you must not care 1T our children get

shot, because that"s how this started,
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and now we"re back to the same stuff.
And this 1s because of the City and
Safehouse.

And I feel that there are a lot
of people i1In this room that still support
over this prevention site but will tell
you that Safehouse did not do this right
and neither did the Mayor.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.

There®s no other questions.
Thank you so much for your testimony.

IT we can have the Clerk call
the next panel.

THE CLERK: Rich Cedrone,
Anthony Giordano, Rose Candelora, and
Zahirah Ahmad.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.
Thank you all for being here. We"ll
start with Mr. Cedrone. If you want to

state your name for the record and begin
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your testimony.

MR. CEDRONE: Yes. My name is
Rich Cedrone. 1"m the President of South
Philadelphia Community Civic Association.

Sitting here the last hour and
a half just hearing what was going on, |1
just want to change what I was going to
say a little bit up front.

I just want everybody to
understand that there®s probably not a
person in this room who does not care
about someone who 1s on drugs and wants
to see someone die. There®"s not a person
in this room that wants to go down that
road.

(Applause.)

MR. CEDRONE: What we disagree
on is how we go about treating i1t.

So I"m the President of my
civic association. Our group and
neighbors are against safe iInjection
sites. Not saying we don"t care about
people on drug addiction or how to get

help. We definitely care about people
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who are on drugs. We just disagree on
how to do i1t.

We"re concerned about
preserving our quality of life. We feel
safe 1njection sites will destroy our
quality of life.

Drugs are illegal. To allow
people to carry i1llegal drugs iInto an
area, then use them, and then release
them back 1nto the neighborhood 1s
unacceptable.

(Applause.)

MR. CEDRONE: [In order to get a
parking permit in the City of
Philadelphia, you have to go through a
process. You need 70 percent of your
neighbors to sign a petition to get
permit parking. Yet a safe i1njection
site needs nothing. That"s totally
unacceptable. We will not accept i1t.

I will stand with any civic
group and fight that there is a process.
There needs to be a process.

There®s a process, like the
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young lady said, you need to put a fence
up In front of your house. There"s an
RCO process. There"s a process for every
one of you guys and girls sitting up
here. You had to get a petition signed
to get on a ballot to run. You had to
run in a primary. Then you had to win
the general election. There®"s a process
for everything.

There needs to be a process for
safe Injection sites. The neighborhood
needs to be able to say whether they want
it or don"t want 1t.

We all pay taxes. We have a
right to our opinion. We have a right to
be heard. So that iIn saying -- | don"t
want to sit here all afternoon -- our
civic group, myself personally, our
neighborhood supports Bill No. 200189.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.
Thank you.

Mr. Giordano, please state your

name for the record and begin your
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testimony.

MR. GIORDANO: Thank you. My
name 1s Anthony Giordano. | represent
over 8,500 members of a group called
Stand Up Philadelphia and take our
streets back. | thank you for the
opportunity to address, and I would
welcome questions after 1"m done
speaking.

Safe i1njection sites are not
safe. Allowing people to consume illegal
drugs of unknown composition and origin
in a so-called medical facility i1s beyond
my comprehension. How is this safe?
Helping people further harm themselves
under the guise of legitimate medical
intervention just doesn"t make any sense.

Allowing 1llegal drug users to
continue to harm themselves isn"t
compassionate. These people are hurting.
They need help, real help. According to
Safehouse®s procedures, users are given
clean needles and a place to take their

i1llegal drugs. They"re given referrals
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to other resources they likely cannot
afford and sent their way. But not
before Safehouse collects data on the
users, like human lab rats, objectifying
the most vulnerable and hurting members
of our society. It"s disgraceful and
beneath the dignity of human life.

Here®"s an excerpt from
Safehouse®s website. Quote, Safehouse
locations will be determined by community
and city input, as well as data that
shows the areas where the greatest need
exists. Safehouse considers it a
priority to be a good neighbor, so
locations will be selected in
consultation with local leaders,
businesses, and residents, end quote.

This clearly did not happen.

No one asked us 1In advance. They already
had an opening date for their site 1In
South Philly, and 1t was a foregone
conclusion, until a group of everyday
people, hard-working South Philadelphians

and hard-working Philadelphians from all
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walks of life stood up and made our
voices heard.

(Applause.)

MR. GIORDANO: If Safehouse is
disingenuous iIn i1ts public communications
claiming to be guided by certain
principles, then how could we be sure
anything they say iIs true?

The data i1n support of safe
injection sites are inconclusive.
Problems with research, methodology, and
bias make it difficult to draw reliable
conclusions. Yet we"re supposed to
accept 1t in the name of progress.

There 1s still too much to
learn about iInjection sites. What is the
impact on property values? How are local
small businesses iImpacted?

We can all agree that illegal
drug users need help. Well, what about
the quality of life for residents in
neighborhood where these sites are
located?

(Applause.)
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MR. GIORDANO: What happens
when a steady stream of impaired users
are released from these injection sites
into the surrounding neighborhoods? This
IS a recipe for disaster.

And, Ms. Bass, | know you want
to cut me off. Quickly one more point 1
would like to make. Here"s a little
something from Safehouse. They vowed to
take more community Input on supervised
injection sites. This 1s from WHYY:
Safehouse made the pledge before a
raucous crowd of several hundred people
to say that they were going to address
the community for potential sites.

Quote, We have no intentions to sign a
lease until we continue some community
conversations, said Board member and Vice
President of Safehouse Ronda Goldfein.

Now, that seems all well and
good that she did say that. However, she
said that she would engage the community
after the Kensington affair, and she said

that on April 4th of 2019. What happened
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to what she promised us 1In 2019 iIn
February of 20207

It"s absurd. They cannot be
trusted. We will follow them throughout
the City, Stand Up South Philly, Stand Up
Kensington.

I walked the epicenter
yesterday.

(Applause.)

MR. GIORDANO: I walked the
epicenter yesterday. | spoke to them
yesterday. They come from all walks of
life. They come from all states in the
country. So when they say Philadelphians
are dying of the highest overdose rate --
and we do not want to see anyone die of
an overdose -- there are also people that
have traveled as far as California. And
I know no one, no one of my friends that
have been addicted that gets high on
schedule. Open 10:00 to 2:00 Monday
through Friday. South Philadelphia, in
my opinion, and any other faction of the

City, in my opinion, If Safehouse was
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allowed to open, will look exactly like
the unfortunate area that we are dealing
with right now in Kensington.

Thank you for allowing me to
address you. Thank you for getting my
point across, and 1 welcome any questions
that the board or any other
Councilmembers have for me.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.
We"re going to hold questions until the
end of the panel so everyone can testify.

Thank you. Ms. Candelora, 1if
you could state your name for the record
and begin your testimony.

MS. CANDELORA: My name 1s Rose
Candelora. 1"m 76 years old and I live
in South Philadelphia about four blocks
away from the proposed site.

Over the years, the drug
addiction has very severely affected my
family over the years. My brother
committed suicide in 1983 after a long

battle with drug addiction. My sister
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Sherry died of heroin overdose in 1985.
My nephew died in 2017. And just the
past six months, my two cousins died.

People are more than just
users. They"re more than the drug they
push 1nto the veins. They"re human
beings who need real care and real money
to be put into the care citywide. With
safe Injection sites, we"re only adding
to the problem. We are not subtracting
from the deaths.

Councillman Squilla stated on
Thursday i1n the Chamber that the safe
injection site opened in Toronto
increased tenfold the deaths. The effort
i1s only being pushed by dark, opaque
forces who ultimately want heroin to be
legal to use, because a safe iInjection
site has no other real purpose that is
not already being done elsewhere, 1In
places like Gaudenzia and Prevention
Point, whose services have been around
for decades and helped many men and women

break the habit of addiction. They may
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not always succeed, but they try, from a
place where the person looks at the
person as more than a user.

Communities should be allowed
to, at the very least, have a say in the
process of what 1s and 1s not iIn their
neighborhood, especially something as
controversial as safe Injection sites.
And that®"s precisely why 1 support David
Oh*"s bill today, because i1t gives the
community a voice.

(Applause.)

MS. CANDELORA: There may be
communities in Philadelphia that want
this, and they can vote that way, but we
should be allowed to have a say and ask
pertinent questions of operations of the
facility like this. What happens to the
other days of the week that this i1s not
open? What happens to the businesses
around safe injection sites?

The proposed site had a daycare
inside and a high school one block away.

Where are the drugs that people are
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allowed to use coming from? Will dealers
congregate outside? And who is profiting
from this safe iInjection site push?

(Applause.)

MS. CANDELORA: This i1dea would
not be pushed so vigorously and so
quickly 1T there was not money behind it.
Let"s instead put that money into places
like Gaudenzia, known rehabs and
treatment facilities that actually help
people. Let"s not experiment with
people®s lives and allow them to use
freely, because they are loved by others
and they are loved by God. They are more
than just drug users.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Ms. Ahmad,
please state your name for the record and
begin.

MS. AHMAD: Zahirah Ahmad.

Good day, Honorable Councilmembers,

fellow activists, business and community
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leaders, and fellow citizens of our great
city. I"m here today representing
Professionals for Progress. We are in
total support of Bill No. 200189.

As a healthcare professional of
33 years, | have worked in multiple
facilities, most recent in an MAT
program, known as a medical-assisted
treatment program, and I can tell you the
success and failures. |1 walked away from
a physician because 1 refused to work in
a safe 1Injection site.

(Applause.)

MS. AHMAD: I will not assist
anyone to inject illegal drugs into the
only veins that may be possible, which
could be In their groin and jugular vein,
which needs the assistance of healthcare
professionals such as a physician, a
nurse practitioner, a nurse or other
healthcare professional, because to
inject in those veins, you actually have
to count the pulse beats of the heart,

and doing that incorrectly can cause
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instant death.

The money to run a safe
injection site should be used for total
rehabilitation. You need to invest --

(Applause.)

MS. AHMAD: -- 1n the person.
When you put a person in detox, It takes
more than 30 days. You have to clean the
mind, the body, and the soul. So to put
a person in detox, clean them for 30 days
and send them back out Into the streets
1Is not helping.

Safe Injection sites are
nowhere possible. These people get high,
come out, get In automobiles, cause
accidents, hurt people, hurt themselves.

Many people hurt from drug
addiction, not just the person that"s
addicted. Yes, we want these people to
get help, but we want this to be a
beneficial solution where the entire city
can benefit from. We need to help people
and help all the people and not just

focus on the dollar aspect that brings in
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the money.

An MAT medication prescribed
drug can cost anywhere from $110 to $500
per prescription. So when this man was
sitting up here stating PCPs can offer
that, number one, a PCP cannot. You need
to be trained in treating addiction. You
need a mental health professional to
treat these people. You need counselors
to treat these people.

(Applause.)

MS. AHMAD: There®"s a lot of
money that goes iInto treating addiction,
and just opening a safe Injection site,
which i1s only open a few hours a day, it
does not benefit everyone in this city.

Thank you very much.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.
Thank you for your testimony.

Any questions?

(No response.)

MR. GIORDANO: Ms. Bass, 1f 1|

may address one more point. Mr. Farley
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did have a lot of time to speak, and it"s
tough to touch on some points, but --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Well, I™m
sorry. 1 can"t allow you to do that,
only because there®"s so many people who
want to testify still, but 1f you give us
additional written testimony, | can
promise you that i1t will be circulated
among the Committee and that we will read
it.

I don"t know i1f anyone else has
any more questions. Councilman Johnson.

COUNCILMAN JOHNSON: Yeah.
111 yield a little bit of my time to
Mr. Girordano from South Philadelphia.

MR. GIORDANO: Thank you,
Councilman.

(Applause.)

MR. GIORDANO: Like 1 was
saying --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: So one
minute. Can you sum it up?

MR. GIORDANO: About two

minutes of -- I"11 get 1t out as fast as

Page 139

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Health and Human Services
March 9, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/9/20 - PUBLIC HEALTH - BILLS 200011 & 200189

I can, Councilwoman.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: All right.
90 seconds.

MR. GIORDANO: Thank you very
much .

With the problem with
Mr. Farley®s testimony when he could not
respond at all to a threshold i1s absurd.
They"ve had time to do that. We come
with facts, proven facts. In Calgary in
2018 while drug crimes in the rest of the
city were declining, the report on crime
and disorder showed an 820 foot zone near
the site that has become ground zero for
drug and property crimes. Drug dealers
flock to the area to target addicts for
police. Violence iIn the area iIs up
nearly 50 percent, while vehicle crime
has iIncreased 63 percent, breaking and
entering up 60 percent. The number of
calls to police has jumped up over 36
percent.

So to come here and say the

facts that they say, that this will not
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affect the quality of life in the
neighborhood, i1s absurd. It is
ridiculous. It insults the intelligence
of the people iIn this room that stand by
Councilman Oh and his Bill 200189.

(Applause.)

MR. GIORDANO: And I will
welcome Councilwoman Gym at any time she
would like instead of going to safe
injection sites with me to walk the
streets of Kensington, like I did
yesterday, hand in hand with me so she
can see fTirsthand the effects of what"s
going on iIn Kensington.

I was at a park yesterday where
I don"t smoke, but there was a sign
specifically that said no smoking on
these premises. Ten feet away from that
sign was a needle drop box. |1 can"t
smoke a cigarette In a park where the
children play, but 1t was littered with
needles and a safe iInjection drop box.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Don"t call
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out. Don"t call out.

MR. GIORDANO: So like I said,
I agree. They did cut me off, and I
respect them yelling in the background.
They do have a voice also that needs to
be heard, but like 1 said, we"re a
peaceful movement.

Rehabilitation works. The
numbers are overwhelmingly in favor of
the program than they are iIn safe
injection sites, and we from Stand Up
South Philadelphia will go anywhere in
this city to stop the use of illegal
drugs as a so-called treatment.

Thank you, Councilwoman.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.
Thank you for your testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: And it we
could have the Clerk call the next --
please do not yell out. Please do not
yell out.

IT we could have the Clerk call

forward the next panel.
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THE CLERK: Dr. Bonnie Milas,
Solomon Jones, Dr. Michael Robinson,
Brian Fritz.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: 1I1™m sorry.
I know that the panel just called
forward -- Dr. Bonnie Milas?

DR. MILAS: Here.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Solomon
Jones 1s not here. Is Solomon Jones
here? 1 know I see -- he"s not here.
Dr. Michael Robinson?

REVEREND ROBINSON: Not a
doctor.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: I1™m sorry?

REVEREND ROBINSON: Not a
doctor, but Mike Robinson.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: You"re Dr.
Michael Robinson?

REVEREND ROBINSON: [I"m Mike
Robinson, but 1"m not a doctor.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: You"re not

a doctor?
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REVEREND ROBINSON: Correct.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: And, sir,
you are”?

MR. FRITZ: 1"m Brian Fritz.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Brian,
you"re not up just yet. Did they call
you?

THE CLERK: They switched.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay. All
right. Thank you.

Ms. Milas -- or Dr. Milas, if
you could state your name for the record
and begin your testimony.

DR. MILAS: Yes. My name 1is
Bonnie Milas. 1"m a Professor of
Clinical Anesthesiology at the Perelman
School of Medicine at the University of
Pennsylvania.

Would you like me to start?

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Please.

DR. MILAS: 1 lost both of my
sons to opioid overdoses. My 31-year-old
son died in Bucks County. My 27-year-old
son Robert died in South Philadelphia. |1
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have no remaining children. None.

It 1s heartbreaking that in my
practice as an anesthesiologist 1 handle
large amounts of pharmaceutical fentanyl,
the same drug which in street form killed
both of my sons.

I medically rescue patients
every day. Within 60 to 90 seconds of
injecting an opioid like fentanyl, an
individual can become unconscious and
stop breathing. It i1s rapid suffocation.
Without oxygen, brain cells start dying,
and within minutes the heart stops. But
iIT this individual 1s found quickly and
given Narcan and rescue breathing, they
can survive. These life-saving steps are
provided at a supervised consumption
site.

1"d like to point out, there is
no evidence-based long-term cure for
opioid addiction.

(Applause.)

DR. MILAS: Philadelphia loses

three to four people a day from overdose.
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The stigma associated with drug addiction
keeps opioid use iIn private spaces behind
closed doors. These individuals die a
lonely death.

At the 100 legal supervised
injection sites worldwide, there are no
reported deaths. Overdoses are reversed
and lives are saved.

Had my sons overdosed at a
Safehouse-type facility, they would have
had a 100 percent chance of survival.
They both would have lived.

Opposition to saving lives at a
supervised Injection site must not result
In anger, misinformation or politics.
Banning the opening of a supervised
injection site -- because I"1l be honest,
this bill seems just like a smoke screen
for a ban. This pushes opioid use
further into the shadows and will cause
more deaths.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: 1"m going

to ask you to summarize.
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DR. MILAS: Supervised
consumption sites --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Doctor, 1if
I could ask you to summarize, please.

DR. MILAS: 1I"m sorry?

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: 1"m going
to ask you to summarize.

DR. MILAS: Okay. 1I"m going to
bring this to a close just very quickly.
That ends my formal statement. It amazes
me that we"re sitting here talking about
making a medical decision and we"re
listening to public opinion. We need to
make this based on information like
Dr. Farley suggested, medical consensus,
meta-analyses, a medical opinion.

I would hate to see this get
lost In —- I"m hearing a lot about
process, process, process. We"re going
to get bogged down in the process, and iIn
the meantime, how long is this going to
take, and during that period of time
people are dying. It should not be a

matter of somebody feels disrespected or
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otherwise not heard from. We need to
move forward quickly with good medical
judgment.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

DR. MILAS: By the way, | just
heard from somebody saying put 1t In your
house. I would welcome, would welcome.

I already pointed out one of my sons died
in 19067. My other son died 1n 19047,
streets away, streets away from where the
safe Injection site i1s proposed. 1 would
welcome a safe injection site in my own
backyard.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony, and please accept our
condolences for your loss.

Mr. Robinson.

REVEREND ROBINSON: Good
morning. 1"m Reverend Michael Robinson,
Senior Pastor of Greater Enon Missionary

Baptist Church in North Philadelphia and
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an alumnus of the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration®s Citizens Academy. |
support Councilman Oh"s Bill 200189.

In response to Councilwoman
Gym"s earlier comments about safe
injection sites receiving the same
consideration as dialysis centers,
reproductive health facilities, and
emergency shelters i1s not the same.
Dialysis centers, reproductive health
facilities, and emergency centers don"t
encourage and enable i1llegal drug use.

In 2018 --

(Applause.)

REVEREND ROBINSON: -- NPR
reported in an article, and I quote,
Supervised Injection sites encourage more
drug use and bring crime to surrounding
communities, end quote.

In a November 2019 report
published by Rehab Recovery, one of the
larger rehab centers in the UK, the
report documented that safe iInjection

sites, and | quote, encourages drug use
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2 and addicts of iIntravenous drugs, make 1t
3 difficult or impossible for policymakers
4 to enforce laws against drugs, increased
5 the rate of drug-related crime in nearby
6 communities, and will cause an iInflux of
7 drug peddlers and dealers in these areas,
8 end quote.
9 Heroin is an i1llegal drug
10 that"s highly addictive. 1t"s a criminal
11 offense to possess and/or sell 1n all 50
12 states of America. Yet heroin users will
13 be allowed to possess heroin they
14 purchase from criminal drug dealers and
15 shoot heroin in their bodies at a
16 City-approved drug den.
17 How much will 1t cost taxpayers
18 to pay for proposed police presence and
19 overtime pay required to guard this
20 facility? Will police be instructed to
21 not make arrests of those In possession
22 of 1llegal drugs patronizing this
23 City-sponsored drug den? If drug users
24 will be allowed to possess and use
25 i1llegal drugs at this City-approved drug
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den, then will those that are
incarcerated for similar possession of
i1llegal drugs be considered for release?

The majority of City Council
overwhelmingly voted against having this
City-approved drug den located in
neighborhood communities. As elected
officials placed in office to represent
the people, the people have spoken. They
do not want this facility in the
community.

How do you solve i1llegal drug
problems by allowing i1llegal drug use?
The lunacy logic used to establish this
facility is mind-numbing.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

Mr. Fritz, please state your
name for the record and begin your
testimony.

MR. FRITZ: Thank you. My name
Is Brian Fritz. 1 am a partner at the

law firm of Fritz and Bianculli. We have
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offices i1n South Philly, Center City, and
Northeast Philly. Thank you for having
me today.

The first thing 1 -- whether or
not the genie that"s about to be let out
of the bottle has wings or has horns, 1
think there®s been a lot of comment
already on that. 1 submitted about a
30-page overview of my testimony and 1711
leave that there. 17d like to just
buttress that with some things.

The one thing that 1 haven"t
heard a lot about is the concept of cost
associated with any sort of safe
injection site or multiple safe iInjection
sites. When we look at the Vancouver
model and the Canadian experience, the
projections there and what they pay
annually is about 365 million there.

I grew up In the City and 1
remember two constants. One, the City
was always broke and, two, SEPTA was
always broke. So I"m not sure where

those funds will come from, whether or
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not they come from additional taxes or
come from additional cuts in services,
but the most important thing is, i1f those
funds aren®"t there, how does it
adequately get implemented in any way?

Is 1t even realistic to consider if those
funds aren”t there?

Some other things, i1f 1t does
go sideways, how do we prevent it -- how
do we prevent that? What"s going to be
in place? What will be the plan?

The City -- the Administration
has proposed a two-page plan online
that"s mostly talking points. There®s no
implementation discussed whatsoever. In
fact, some of the things that they
mentioned in that plan cite to
non-existent or stale reports that cite
to things from Vancouver that really
don"t pertain to the actual crime
statistics. So i1t calls the whole plan
Into question.

What it also calls iInto

question is the manner in which this was
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done. It"s very easy to see why everyone
IS suspicious because of the thrust of
this. And not only that, i1f this was so
quickly done, what was 1n place that"s
required not only for the neighborhoods
but for the people that are going there?
Is 1t appropriately licensed? There are
people here saying that we don"t even
know what this i1s called. It"s a medical
facility. We hear medical, medical,
medical. Well, medical facilities
typically have be to licensed,
credentialed. They have to have standard
operating procedures. They have to have
things In place. Well, where are these
things?

In fact, where i1s the
infectious waste permit that you need
from the local L&1? Has that been
applied for? Has a permit been applied
for by the Department of Environmental
Protection for infectious waste? Where
are these things?

Also, who is going to staff
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these places? Doctors? Nurses?
Pharmacists? Will all these folks have
to have professional licensure? Will the
respective boards sanction this or will
they sanction them? Will they still do
this when they realize that they won"t
have any iInsurance coverage? Because
they won"t have insurance coverage when
their i1nsurers disclaim coverage because
they"re i1nvolved technically in i1llegal
activity.

(Applause.)

MR. FRITZ: So will they still
be willing to do this? Do we know?

Who will be there when the
people show up? Will 1t be qualified
people or not? Also, what will the
police know to do? 1In all these other
cities where there"s reports, the police
have no 1dea what to do. Their patrols
are basically driving up and down the
street and everybody i1s forsaken,
neighbors as well as users. So what will

the police -- what i1s the plan there?
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COUNCILWOMAN BASS: 1I™m sorry.
You have to wrap up. So can you make
that your closing statement?

MR. FRITZ: Sure. That"s
basically what 1"m saying, is where is
the plan. If we follow all these other
things, even Alberta -- the last thing if
I can just -- Alberta called iInto
question the ethics of the operators in
their report, where they actually
questioned why the operators of these
facilities that are paid per patient, why
are they going 1into rehab, i1n-patient
rehabs, where people are on the road to
recovery to let them know their services
so when they get out, by the way, we"re
over here. The feeling was that i1t
directly undercut and actually i1t gave a
whiff of a nefarious motive.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: And weT"ve

been joined by Solomon Jones. |If you
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want to state your name for the record
and begin your testimony. And we"re
limiting testimony to two minutes.

MR. JONES: Good afternoon. My
name is Solomon Jones. I am a radio
host, columnist, I"m an author, but today
I"m simply a lifelong Philadelphian whose
family has called this city home for five
generations.

As we talk about the issue of
safe i1njection sites, we need to talk
about the three things that I believe
drive the push to bring them here to the
City of Philadelphia - race, class, and
cash.

I don"t talk about this lightly
or without an investment in the issue. |
don"t speak, as some will today, as
someone who lives outside the City. 1
speak as a taxpayer and homeowner, a
father of two children in Philadelphia®s
public schools, a voter, and a community
activist who owes much to this city.

But before 1 talk about what 1
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owe to this city, I want to talk about
what this city owes to me. Because I am
the person this government represents. |
am the reason there are lights and heat
and offices iIn this building. 1"m the
reason there"s gold inlay in the paint.
I"m the reason that there"s marble floors
and stone columns and spiral staircases.
I am the taxpayer, and everything here
belongs to me.

(Applause.)

MR. JONES: And every day that
this Council convenes, every day that the
Mayor holds office, every day that this
government exists, you all owe a debt to
me, a debt of service, a debt of
representation, a debt of respect. But
not just to me, to every taxpayer, to
every homeowner, to every person who has
trusted each of you not to represent
yourselves but to represent us.

But on the issue of safe
injection sites, our city has failed the

taxpayer and has tried to backdoor a

Page 158

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Health and Human Services
March 9, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/9/20 - PUBLIC HEALTH - BILLS 200011 & 200189

policy that"s driven not by people but by
race, class, and cash.

Safe 1njection sites or
comprehensive user engagement sites or
supervised Injection sites or overdose
prevention sites, or whatever they“re
being called today, are i1llegal,
according to any sane person®s reading of
federal law. But don"t take my word for
iIt. Read the law for i1tself. It says
this: It shall be unlawful to knowingly
open, lease, rent, use or maintain any
place -- turn to your neighbor and say
"any" -- any place, whether permanently
or temporarily, for the purpose of
manufacturing, distributing or using any
controlled substance.

You know, this is about race,
because 1n 2017, the percentage -- I™m
sorry; iIn 2018, the percentage of people
who overdosed and died from opioid was 76
percent of them were white, non-Hispanic,
when they only make up 60 percent of the

population. This is an i1ssue of race,
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because when it was us, there were jails,
institutions, and death, but now there
are safe iInjection sites with pushy
places for people to go and use drugs.
That"s wrong. That"s structural racism,
and 1t must stop.

(Applause.)

MR. JONES: But not only is it
an issue of race --

(Audience members yelling out.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Hold up.
Hold up. Hold up. We are not going to
have -- we are not going to have yelling
out. We ask that everybody conduct
themselves so that every person who
testifies can be heard. You®"ll get your
chance to be heard too. Everyone will
have an opportunity to speak, but let"s
hear everyone who i1s speaking.

Continue.

MR. JONES: When the complexion
of addiction changed, so did the
approach. For black folks, there was a

war on drugs. For white folks, there was
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an opioid crisis. For black folks,
helping people use drugs was enabling.
For white folks, 1t was harm reduction.

When we suffered from this
illness, 1t was addiction. When the
complexion changed, 1t became substance
use disorder. When black and brown folks
went to a place to shoot heroin, i1t was
called a shooting gallery, but for the
new users, 1t was called a comprehensive
user engagement site. | call 1t the
gentrification of addiction. Because for
black and brown folks, addiction ended
with jails, institutions, and death, but
now that safe iInjection sites are here,
It ends In a cushy space with a million
dollar budget, a former Governor sitting
on the Board, a Mayor and District
Attorney and even some Councilmembers
pushing the agenda. That"s structural
racism.

(Applause.)

MR. JONES: And it"s wrong.

But this i1s about so much more
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than race. It"s also about class. It"s
about people like Shannon Farrell and Tim
McCloskey i1n Harrowgate in Kensington,
people who are lifelong Philadelphians
just like me who live at ground zero 1in
the opioid crisis. 1 don"t look like
them. We don"t share the same
background, but they are Philadelphians.
I consider them my neighbors, and 1 will
fight for my neighbors, no matter what
they look like, no matter where they come
from, because they are the same.

(Applause.)

MR. JONES: They understand
just like I do what 1t means to have drug
addiction invade a neighborhood.

They know about the car
break-ins and the burglaries, the
robberies, and the gun violence, the
prostitution and disease, the
hopelessness of being trapped iIn a
community where drugs are at the center
of the economy.

I"ve been to Kensington and
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I"ve seen human excrement on the ground,
watched dozens of addicts shooting up
against a daycare center, heard the cries
of neighbors who just want their children
to be able to walk to school without
traipsing through dirty needles.

But this 1s also about cash.
Safehouse reported that their budget
would be over a million dollars a year.
Who gets that money? Who gets paid to
stand there while addicts shoot drugs?
Who gets paid to offer someone social
services while they"re nodding? Who gets
paid to ignore the very real danger of
that person leaving, getting in a car,
and killing somebody? Of a pregnant user
poisoning their baby? Of a community
stuck i1n the middle?

Seventy-Tive percent of the
people who overdose in Philly do so at
home, and they shoot up at home to hide.
They shoot up at home so nobody knows.
They shoot up at home because that"s part

of their ritual.
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How do I know so much about I1t?
I know because I"ve got 23 years clean.

I know because I"ve been through an
addiction of my own.

(Applause.)

MR. JONES: And, finally, 1
want to say this, because this is
important. The City sent a memo some
days ago talking about what would happen
with the police officers and with other
City services. Who i1s going to pay for
the overtime for those police officers?
Who i1s going to pay for those extra City
services? Who i1s going to pay for the
City giving tangible support to this
site? The taxpayers will pay.

The taxpayers don"t want it,
and so | urge the passage of this bill so
that the taxpayers have a say iIn what
happens 1n their neighborhoods and not
just people who don"t live there and
don"t pay taxes in the City of
Philadelphia.

(Applause.)
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MR. JONES: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Solomon.

Councilman Squilla.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you,
Madam Chair.

And I know, Doctor, you wanted
to say a few words, but before you do
that, | respect your profession, and
words cannot say enough about your loss.
We don"t want anybody in anybody®s family
to go through what you have went through,
and you can elaborate after | ask you
this question.

We have heard from doctors in
the past and research that told us about
opioids and the best practices to deal
with pain and how those opioids have led
a lot to this issue. We followed
doctors®™ rules. We followed their
statistics. We followed their
guidelines, and they got us here. So
we"re not really up to seeing them make

all the decisions.
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We also saw research that early
on said that this was working out great
and they did a lot of great things, and
fentanyl hit the market and a lot of
things have changed since then. We saw
new research that counters the old
research of what works and what doesn"t
work. So we"re confused.

So I know you"re saying you
don"t believe this should be a process
because we should listen to the
professionals. We have concerns with
that also. So understanding why we as
people who represent our constituents
want to see a process. And so | just
wanted to have you just answer that
question and elaborate what you wanted to
say -

DR. MILAS: Right. 1"m not
saying that --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Please
speak into the microphone.

DR. MILAS: 1"m not saying that

there should not be a process and that
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there should not be community engagement,
but 1 would say that a medical decision
should not be made on public opinion
alone and the uproar should not stop
moving forward. You have to make good
judgment.

And 1n terms of the fact that
at one point we were treating pain as the
fifth vital sign, obviously as research
evolves, opinions change. And, yes, you
have to make a decision based on the
information and the research that you
have at that time, but, again, you cannot
delay and get bogged down in the process
while people are dying, including my
children.

I respect your impassioned
opinion, but iIn response to the fact that
i1t does not matter whether your skin
color i1s brown, black, white, yellow.

(Applause.)

DR. MILAS: An opioid death is
profoundly affecting obviously not to

just the victim, but everyone in the
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community, in the families. It 1s
painful no matter what your skin color is
to have an opioid death.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
And we all, 1 think, agree with that,
except In these sites, 1T you happen to
smoke crack, you®"re not allowed In them.
So 1t seems like -- you can"t smoke
cigarettes i1n the site. You can®"t even
smoke cigarettes and get treatment iIn the
City of Philadelphia because our Health
Department. It is true. It"s true. So,
I mean, that"s where conversation more 1is
needed so we can explain these things.

DR. MILAS: Right. 1 would
also say too, 1T you have ever lived in a
home that suffers with intravenous opioid
addiction -- 1 have lived at ground zero.
Ground zero, that was my home.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Councilman
Oh.

COUNCILMAN OH: Thank you very
much.

I do want to understand this,
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because this is difficult to understand.
I don"t know that you"re an expert in
this. People have a lot of experience.
Not everybody, but a lot of people have
experience with dealing with drug
addiction, heroin addiction and other
types of addiction, and the one thing I
could remember when I was 1n elementary
school through the crack epidemic when 1
got back from the military and 1 could
not recognize my block, because my sleepy
little nothing block In Southwest
Philadelphia had cars on both sides with
what were now called crack hookers, $5,
up and down the street, pimps. There
were none of this before. Drug dealers,
Shower Posse for those who remember that,
the death, the murder, into the revival
of heroin. And for everyone, myself
included, who has tried to help people
get back into a program when their
Insurance was done with, get them back
the iInsurance, drive them to get their

methadone, go through all of that time

Page 169

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Health and Human Services
March 9, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/9/20 - PUBLIC HEALTH - BILLS 200011 & 200189

and time again, we were all told this:
Do not enable. Do not enable. And for
that reason --

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN OH: And for that
reason, mothers and fathers said to their
sons and daughters, you can"t stay at
home. And 1t"s a painful, painful thing,
but they were told that your child will
never be able to do the critical thing
that everybody agrees with - they must
want to get off of drugs. Nobody can
make them. They themselves must want to
seek help. And the i1ssue we fought with
was this: Help 1s not available when
they want help. The minute, the second
they want help, help should be available.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN OH: And what 1
cannot understand i1s, 1 looked at the
Internet the other day and still when I
go to the psychiatric folks, the
recovery, i1t all still says do not

enable. Do not enable, no matter the
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temptation, no matter the consequence.

Like you, I have seen parents
and have experienced much myself when
someone says, you are making me hit the
streets and prostitute. Do you want me
to be a prostitute? And what we"re told
IS, do not enable.

Now comes a city and says we"re
more passionate, we"re more intelligent
than you. You cannot enable, but we
will. And I cannot understand -- and I"m
not even talking about all the data
here -- how you collaborate those two
very, very opposing points of view by
simply saying 1t"s just part of a tool iIn
a toolbox.

DR. MILAS: Well, i1t is indeed
a tool iIn the toolbox. Obviously finding
a long-term solution or a cure for
particularly opioid addiction i1s a
multi-faceted problem, and 1t needs to
be -- approach that from a multi-faceted
approach.

Number one, I would say a safe
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injection site or a safe consumption site
i1s absolutely not enabling. It iIs a
life-saving measure. | already pointed
out that the mailn iIssue --

(Applause.)

DR. MILAS: The main issue 1is
to save lives, 1s to provide somebody who
can, number one, administer Narcan, can
rescue breathe, can resuscitate that
individual, first and foremost priority.
Then the other i1ssue i1s, we already heard
about how individuals as soon as they
walk in, they will be offered recovery
services, first and foremost, recovery
services before they even inject.

So 1 personally think even
though 1t"s the hard-core user who has
been using for 17 years who walks i1nto
the place, i1t is that individual who
recognizes that they are at risk and
presents themself, that individual 1is
most likely to engage. They are staying
connected with a site. That Is a person

you could potentially not only save their
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life but also from an immediate
standpoint but also long term get them
Into recovery. They know the services
are available.

COUNCILMAN OH: All right.
Thank you very much.

For Solomon Jones, I"m just
going to make this statement: 1 agree
with you. | agree with you. What 1 ook
at i1s this: The number of victims, the
number of people who are murdered in the
drug trade who are black and brown, the
number of people who are on drugs that
don"t have an overdose but are murdered
while they"re jumping in and out of cars
prostituting. 1 look at the total number
of people who are iIncarcerated because
they"re tempted to get into the drug
trade, and what happens to them?

I started with this: 2006 to
2012, 120,000 people in Mexico murdered
because of the drug trade, not accident,
not injured, murdered, and 27,000

missing. Nobody cares about those
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people.

The heroin crisis 1Is atrocious.
The human trafficking associated, 10
years old, 12-year-old girls being forced
into prostitution. There 1s no good --
and people say, well, what does that have
to do with a safe Injection site? It"s
the compliance of the government to say
we -- no mas, we can"t win this battle,
we"re just going to let 1t exist to save
the lives of those we care about at the
expense of those we do not.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Councilman.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Councilman
Thomas.

Before you begin, 1 do want to
acknowledge the presence of Councilman
Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: So first of
all, Dr. Bonnie, thank you for your

testimony, and I*m so sorry for your
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loss. 1 can see the passion In your
testimony and the pain that you®ve had to
deal with, and I think that actually you
said 1t prior to starting your statement,
that we all really care about this issue
and we want to see some levels of
solution, and that"s why we"re here today
to talk about the process.

My question i1s for Solomon.
So, Solomon, just thinking about the
process, right, and thinking about the
two issues that 1 kind of want you to
address. You brought up the i1ssue of how
this 1s a brown -- how this i1ssue and
this narrative i1s different now than what
i1t was when i1t impacted brown and black
people. So just thinking about the
process, what restorative actions do you
think we need to see before we were to
move iInto possibly opening a site? And
also what community process do you think
should take place?

One of the dialogues that took

place before you got here was this i1dea
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of what percentage of the community
should essentially say that this i1s okay
before 1t moves iInto this neighborhood.
So a twofold question for you, If that"s
clear.

MR. JONES: Sure. Sure. On
your First question, about $72 million
was taken from Philadelphians through the
District Attorney®s confiscation program
that dealt with people who were involved
in the drug trade. We need all that
back. We need all of that back.

IT 1n fact 1t 1s now considered
to be legal to open up a place where
people can go and use drugs against
federal law, against local and state law,
then there needs to be some recompense.
There needs to be some money given back,
some property given back. And there
needs to be reparations.

(Applause.)

MR. JONES: That"s number one.

I think the other thing is

this: We now have a prison population in
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this country that i1s the biggest prison
population in the world. That is driven
by the war on drugs. That is driven by
brown and black bodies. That is driven
by disproportionate punishment for those
who engaged 1n one type of drug as
compared to another. And so we need our
people -- we need to get our people,
those who will be qualified to come home,
not everybody, but certainly we need to
take a look at getting some of those
people back i1nto the community and iInto
employment so that they can be
reintegrated back into society. So
that"s the first part.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: So before
you answer the second one, i1f none of
that stuff was done, right, what message
do you think we would be sending to brown
and black people In the City of
Philadelphia? If we did none of that
stuff but a site were to open, what
message -- in your opinion. 1 know

you"re not the speaker for brown and
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black people, but iIn your opinion,
because you do host a radio show that
predominantly speaks to the African
American community. Just curious to
know, In your opinion, what message would
we be sending the folks?

MR. JONES: I think we would be
telling not only brown and black people,
but also poor white people, because 1
think that this i1s an issue of race and
class. 1 think that you would be telling
all of them that they don"t matter, that
their lives aren™t as valuable, that
their experiences aren"t a part of this
discussion, that their pain i1s not the
same as everyone else"s.

And, Doctor, | hear your pain
and 1 feel compassion for that. 1
certainly do. 1 certainly do. But we
have lost so many people iIn our community
to drugs and drug violence, so many
people in our families to drugs and drug
violence. 1 only wish that we would have

gotten the same attention then that 1is
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being paid now now that i1t 1s a different
demographic, but certainly 1 understand
from a human standpoint that this is an
iIssue that affects all of us. But we
want equal treatment. We want equal
justice, and i1f 1t 1s legal now, let our
people out of prison and give our stuff
back.

(Applause.)

MR. JONES: Second question, |1
think that this bill calls for Council
hearings, and so I would think that the
people i1n the Council district, 1 would
think that the majority of people iIn that
district would have to indicate that they
would be 1n favor of 1t. |If the people
do not, then I don"t think it should go
forward.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: In your
opinion, majority would be 51 percent --

MR. JONES: Yeah.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: -- 60, 75
percent?

MR. JONES: No. I think i1t
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would be a matter of the majority ruling,
because I can"t imagine that In any
community, right, and even the people who
are i1n favor of i1t, would you want i1t
next to your house? That"s my question.
That"s my question.

All right. Then put 1t next to
your house. But would your neighbors
want 1t?

And so 1 would think that i1t
would be about the majority of people iIn
that Council district saying that they
want 1t.

Thank you.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Councilman.

Councilwoman Gym and then
Councilwoman Brooks.

Okay. Councilwoman Brooks.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: 1™m
sorry. My voice i1s really bad, but, you
know, my condolences to you, and my

question is about your thought about -- 1
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believe In reparations. 1 also am 100
percent In agreeance that this was not
handled the same way from my community
like your community.

Do you feel like us eliminating
the possibility for something like this
now would repair that or could we use
this as a way to work towards those
reparations and make sure that what
happened around our community Is remedy
in a different way?

MR. JONES: I want to thank
you, Councilwoman, for your question. |1
would say this: We arrived here in 1619,
right, as Africans, who were later
enslaved. We have been waiting to work
towards reparations since 1619. We don"t
need to work towards anything. We need
to handle what was done In our community,
what was done to our people before we
talk about moving forward with something
that was not done for us.

I think that the fact that you

have a disproportionate number of black
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and brown people In prison that can be
directly tied to drugs speaks to the
structural racism iIn the way that drug
addiction 1s handled in this country, iIn
this city, and In our communities. And
so 1711 speak from the perspective of
Martin Luther King, not from "I have a
dream," but from the "Letter from a
Birmingham Jail." When they told him to
wait, he talked about the fierce urgency
of now. We need our reparations now. We
don"t need to wait until somebody else
gets justice, until somebody else gets
healing. We need to be healed now. And
iIT we are not, then I think there should
be some consequence, because 1 think that
as our representatives, you are obliged
to represent this community and those who
are in your districts, those who are in
the City, and not those who come from
elsewhere and tell us what we need to do.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,

Councilwoman.
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Councilwoman Gym.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Yes. Thank
you very much. 1 also want to thank
Dr. Milas for your testimony and for your
professional medical expertise in this
area. You"re more than a mom. You are
also a professional 1In this field, and i1t
helps to hear that perspective here.

And 1 also want to thank
Solomon Jones. Mr. Jones, | want to
thank you for reminding us of our very
wrongful historical racial history. You
are absolutely right about what this
country has done to black and brown and 1
would also add in some immigrant
communities as well who have been left
behind, are fodder for private prisons,
detention, mass incarceration, and I and
many others appreciate and stand with you
on a campaign for reparations and
justice, whether i1t"s about what"s
happening to our young people In our
schools, what"s happening with our

institutions and accountability for them,
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and here today. And 1 hope that one of
the things that we can also consider is
that 1n the way that black and brown
people were criminalized, 1 want to be
thoughtful about the ways that black and
brown voices are not erased, the
millions -- the thousands of African
Americans, up to 40 percent is my
understanding, who suffered from overdose
deaths In the past, that they are not
erased from the conversation, because
they too are struggling with addiction.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And we also
know that as treatment goes mainstream,
that we don"t want our communities left
behind either. We don"t want black and
brown communities left behind. We want
them to be part of a belief that their
lives mattered back then and we are here
to make reparations for what happens in
the future.

I"ve seen teenage kids standing

on the corners selling these zanie bars
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or something and other stuff Into other
places. Our youth are watching clearly,
and we should be entering into more
conversations, more hearings, more
discussions. 1 want to talk about this
more, and I know you"ll be a leader on
that. But 1 also know that black
children especially are erased from
conversations when it comes to
life-saving measures, and | want us to be
thoughtful about the thousands of African
Americans who are struggling with opioid
addictions, who are marginalized from
treatment and care, and who need
life-saving measures as well. And this
conversation i1s absolutely going to be
about class, race, and cash, and we have
to be thoughtful on all ends of this
conversation about how the most
vulnerable people are going to be
Iimpacted.

And 1 fear for those people. 1
will be honest. 1 fear for those people.

I want this to be a conversation about --
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absolutely we have a deserving need to
talk about process, about community
voice, and to ensure that we don"t lose
control of our communities either.

For some of our communities,
that"s gone far down the road. We are
fighting each and every day to get our
schools back. We"re fighting to not have
our children be treated like they are not
the boys and girls who deserve joy and
childhood and freedom and redemption for
making mistakes. But until we do that, 1
want us to be thoughtful that this is
also a medical conversation, that there
are issues here that we don"t want to be
in this place. None of us wants to be
here. 1 opened my comments by saying
that. We don"t want to be here. Like
It"s such a sin for us to be the largest
city in the country with the most amount
of overdose deaths, to see the kind of
poverty and homelessness and injustice
that we"ve got with our schools and all

of this.
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But we"re here, and we have got
to figure this out together. So I want
to thank you for making sure that those
conversations about our history and our
current life are going to be at the
forefront, because we will need that to
hold ourselves accountable.

So thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Two things.
One, 1 wanted to acknowledge the presence
of former Councilman Denny O"Brien, who
Is here. We wanted to recognize your
presence, Sir.

We are actually going to take a
break at this point. The stenographer
needs a break for a moment. So we"re
going to take a ten-minute break, so
please don"t go far and we"ll resume our
testimony.

Thank you so much to the panel
for being here. Thank you.

(Short recess.)
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COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
everyone, for your patience. We"re going
to resume our hearing now on Bill No.
200189, and i1f we could have the Clerk
call the next panel.

THE CLERK: Brooke Feldman,
Devin Reaves, Bill Kinkle.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay. And
Brooke, 1f you want to state your name
for the record and begin your testimony.

MR. REAVES: 1"m going to go
first.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Oh, I™m
sorry.

MR. REAVES: That"s okay.
Brooke 1s the real boss around these
parts.

Thank you, Councilwoman, for
taking my testimony. My name s Devin
Reaves. This 1s my sixth time testifying
before elected officials. [I"m a person

in recovery. 1 used drugs in
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Philadelphia for over a decade. 1
overdosed and died on August 20th, 2007.
I was revived at the Hospital of the
University of Pennsylvania. |1 came back
to Philadelphia several years later after
beginning and sustaining my recovery in
South Florida and 1 took -- and 1
received a Master i1n Social Work, with a
focus i1n social policy and practice. |
worked with people along a continuum of
active use of recovery for over a decade.
I"ve been quoted in newspapers all over
the country, and millions of people have
seen or heard my story through my work
with the CDC and a recent profile iIn
Men®s Health, and 1 am the Executive
Director of the Pennsylvania Harm
Reduction Coalition. 1 served on the
Mayor*®s Task Force alongside of
Councilman Oh, and really what I want to
say In the short two-minute testimony
time is that my father and my grandfather
were both victims of the war on drugs.

My parents were in the military. 1 have
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no home city. 1 moved eight times before
I was 18, but I"m humble enough to call
Philadelphia and the extended community
around Philadelphia my home for the
majority of my life and i1t"s my chosen
home.

And I know that the war on
drugs i1s inequity -- has been inequitably
pushed upon people of color, and my
father felt that and that"s why he was
not in my life from the time I was two
and a half until I was grown. And I know
that what happened then was wrong, and
often times when 1 hear other leaders of
color talk about this issue, 1t almost
seems like they®"re saying this happened
to us and we should continue that
behavior. And when Mr. Jones spoke about
reparations, me and all my colleagues
clapped, because we also believe iIn
reparations. What we do not believe 1In
i1s leaving anybody behind.

Harm reduction iIs an

intervention that means that we"re going
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to have an i1ntervention around any risky
behavior. That could be jumping out of
an airplane. It could be driving iIn a
car. Sometimes i1t"s the provision of
stale syringes, and for a very small
group of people, 1t"s providing a safe
place for them to use drugs so we can
help them stay alive another day and
begin and sustain their journey to
recovery.

(Applause.)

MR. REAVES: Thank you. |
appreciate that. Thank you.

And 1 know that this bill 1i1s
about the process, and 1 can tell you
that as somebody that tried to open a
recovery residence i1n Councilwoman Bass®s
district and tried to follow the process,
It was almost impossible to help people
inside of the community of Germantown
because of that pushback. And 1 just
want and have always wanted to help
people and see them get better, and

that®"s what 1 think supervised
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consumption facilities will do.
(Applause.)
COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

MR. KINKLE: Hi. My name is

Bill Kinkle. 1I"m a person in long-time
recovery from an opioid use disorder. In
my prior life, I was a registered nurse

and a paramedic for about 15 years or so.
The reason that 1"m In recovery today 1s
because 1 had access to harm reduction
services. | had access to sterile
syringes. That"s the reason I don"t have
HIV and hepatitis C. And I had a wife
who did not believe that enabling was a
real thing and chose to love me, and so
essentially we had a safe injection site
in my home, because 1 overdosed multiple
times in my home. But because we had
access to naloxone, she was able to
revive me.

And so today I am a father of
three beautiful children and a good

husband and someone who serves my
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community. But I also work every day
with drug users in the community, and
that community asks every day when is
this going to happen, because I don"t
want to die. And I just went to a
funeral a month ago and gave the eulogy
at a friend"s funeral who was iIn
treatment and left treatment early and
refused to go back to treatment because
he couldn"t smoke iIn the treatment center
in Philadelphia, and he died alone on the
street because he didn"t have access to a
place where he could be revived.

So I"m a supporter obviously of
a supervised consumption site, but I also
hear voices on the opposition and | hear
their concerns, and 1 think they have
very valid concerns a lot of times and
concerns that need to be addressed. And
so I"m a big advocate of listening to the
others, but what I find problematic about
this bill is that 1 think that it
effectively shuts out really any

conversation. And we"ve talked a lot,
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especially the opposition, about this.
We need a democratic process and we need
the community involved, and I think this
bill 1s very un-American because it sort
of takes away the opportunity for
conversation.

(Applause.)

MR. KINKLE: Just to close,
again, I"m a supporter, but I do believe
that the community needs to be engaged,
needs to be a part of this conversation,
and I think what happened last week was a
big failure. 1 think we all need to do
better 1n terms of listening to the other
side and working together to find a
solution so that we can stop going to
funerals of friends every week.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

MS. FELDMAN: My name i1s Brooke
Feldman. 1"m a person In recovery, a
social worker. 1 manage two outpatient

addiction medicine clinics, one In Port
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Richmond bordering in Harrowgate and the
other in South Philly called Clean Slate,
and I"m also a person who lost my mother
to an overdose death when 1 was 12 years
old 1n Kensington before it became like
sort of this hot topic and we seen the
catastrophe we see today.

I want to stick to the process
also. There was a lot I wanted to
respond to that we heard today, but I
think this 1s about the process. And
like Bill said, we 100 percent need
better community engagement. 1t has been
a mess from the beginning from the time
that the City announced green-lighting
the sites. Community members had no idea
what exactly that was. We changed the
name like ten times, what they are, and
there was a lot of misinformation that
got to spread a lot of rumors and a lot
of fear.

I think that what we hear a lot
iIs fear, fear about i1s this going to have

a negative impact on my community, 1S
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this going to lower the value of my home,
IS this going to be unsafe for my
children. And the loudest voices often
get heard 1In this conversation, but I
want to say for everyone here today that
there are more of us who recognize that
there are multiple perspectives that need
to be heard and that we need better
community engagement. And I want to say
that community engagement and community
buy-in aren*t the same thing. When 1
think of community buy-in, 1 think of
things like I wouldn®t have the right to
marry my partner or to be a stepmother to
my partner®s child 1t maybe buy-in was
necessary.

(Applause.)

MS. FELDMAN: And 1 think of
things like what Solomon Jones said, if
community buy-in was important, then we
wouldn®"t have seen the progress -- not
enough progress, but the progress we"ve
seen when 1t comes to the injustices that

black and brown people have experienced.
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So community buy-in Is not
always a measuring stick for whether
something 1s a good idea or not, but
community engagement always should be the
measuring stick for how we do things here
in the City.

(Applause.)

MS. FELDMAN: And 1 lived in
Mayfair, Councilman Henon, when there was
opposition to the methadone clinic on
Frankford Avenue, and 1 got the flyers
delivered to my doorsteps and 1 was at
the rally at Frankford and Cottman Avenue
where 1 heard the very same rhetoric
about a methadone clinic that we hear
around overdose prevention sites, and
iIt"s the same rhetoric that Devin heard
when he tried to open a recovery house.
It"s the same rhetoric we see when we try
to open a treatment program. And so some
of this 1s across the board.

And what 1 wanted to finish
with 1s this, that we need a process

where people can come together.
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Depending on City officials to sit at
1101 Market Street and come up with a
community engagement plan is not the way
to go, and there are more of us In this
room today who can work together to come
at ways to find a process that works best
for everybody, but 90 percent community
support and six months of waiting time 1is
not the way to do i1t.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

No questions?

COUNCILMAN OH: So I1T"ve gotten
to know the two of you, and Bill and 1
were on a TV show recently. What I would
really just say is really this: 1 try to
be transparent. 1 oppose 1t. |1 don"t
think 1t"s a good i1dea. However, 1
understand that intelligent people think
It 1s a good 1idea.

The 1ssue that, as you said,

we"re dealing with 1s, It was sprung on a
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community, and I"m a Councilman and 1 had
no idea, and before the community just
completely felt completely abandoned by
everyone in this city, the way it
unfolded and happened. And 1 know you
don®"t want that, but what 1 would
recommend is, this is a bill. | put my
name on 1t, for better, for worse, right?
I take the heat for 1t. | put 1t In.
What 1 need from somebody is to put their
name on an alternative. Put 1t in front
of the public.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN OH: And that"s how
we can begin this process.

MR. REAVES: 1 think a lot of
times there"s been focus on the
Administration and Safehouse staff on
dropping the ball on community
engagement. | think we must also
remember that overdose prevention sites
were a political talking point during the
last election cycle, both in City Council

and the mayoral race, and a lot of times
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those topics were discussed with not all
the facts. | mean, you know, just the
things we do, we call them legal shooting
galleries. Well, that"s not what they
are. We call them heroin prevention
sites, when there"s no heroin iIn
Philadelphia.

I think that what"s needed is
real leadership, and that"s hard. And I
was one of the people that helped pass
naloxone legislation in Pennsylvania. |1
was the co-founder of the Pennsylvania
Overdose Prevention Action Network eight
years ago, and people said naloxone was
enabling, 1t was bullshit, we need
treatment -- I"m sorry. | know. 1I™m
sorry. My apologies. But this 1s what
they said, 1s this i1s enabling, and they
say treatment, not enabling. And the
truth i1s i1s that for a lot of reasons,
people don®"t go to treatment right away.

I know that you all know about
the ACE"s study and trauma and we want

trauma-informed care, and one of the
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effects of the war on drugs is
intergenerational trauma, which leads to
such high rates of substance use and
trauma and the school-to-prison pipeline
for black youth. We must separate from
the war on drugs and embrace harm
reduction.

(Applause.)

MS. FELDMAN: If I can add, at
the budget hearing last week, I think 1t
was, there were a few things where you
heard both sides of the room really
coming together and clapping, and that
was what gave me hope. One thing i1s the
need to expand and improve treatment, and
an emphasis on improve treatment, because
we need to continue to be looking at our
system and what could be done better.

The other thing is getting rid
of the ban on people being allowed to go
outside and smoke a cigarette if they go
into treatment. We want people to go
Into treatment, yet we put this barrier.

Whether we think 1t"s right or wrong,
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It"s a barrier and i1t prevents people
from going into treatment.

And the third thing was, we
need to stop screaming at each other.
There 1s so much more that we agree on
than we disagree on, and harm reduction
IS more than overdose prevention sites,
and what people need i1s more than just
treatment. And there i1s a middle ground
between no community engagement and we"re
going to put this on your back step next
week and then talk to you about i1t. Not
okay.

And 1 agree with you all, that
was not okay.

And then the other end, the
six-month waiting period where 500 more
Philadelphians are going to die, and a
lot of them don"t need to die.

So 1 think when we talk about
leadership, we keep looking to the
Administration for leadership, but 1 know
in this room alone, there are a ton of

leaders who are dying to work together on
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this 1ssue and who have been too often
divided by Safehouse or by this one
single i1ssue, and 1 would love to see
some kind of task force or committee of
community stakeholders, community
stakeholders, the people In this room --

(Applause.)

MS. FELDMAN: -- to kind of
hammer through this stuff.

I don"t want people®s home
values to go down. 1 care about the gun
violence. | care about the fact that in
Kensington that you cannot walk down the
street without worrying about getting
shot 1n the crossfire of a chaotic drug
market. That"s the war on drugs forces,
but that"s another hearing. We really
need to kind of work together, and 1
think that there®s more people that want
to do that, but there hasn®"t been the
space created to do that.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN OH: Thank you very

much .
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COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Can we have
the Clerk -- 1™m sorry.

MR. KINKLE: Just to echo what
Brooke said. I mean, something that I™m
really passionate about is treatment, and
that"s one thing that 1°ve consistently
heard from everyone, iIs either we don"t
need the overdose prevention site, we
need more treatment, we need more
treatment beds, and we need easier access
to treatment. There®"s a sign right over
here, "treatment, not enabling."

Most of the people who 1 hear
say that have never been to treatment,
and 1°ve been to treatment.

(Applause.)

MR. KINKLE: 1%ve been to
treatment 33 times over my lifetime, and
every single time 1t was the exact same
thing, and most of it was nonsense. Most
of our treatment system is pretty
horrific and not based on science. It"s
based on a lot of just opinion and what

would work for me. So I would like to
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see a lot of treatment reform, because
before we start talking about access to
treatment, we need to define what
treatment 1s and what makes good
treatment and then make it accessible.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: 1 think
that®"s a point that probably all of us
agree on, because what i1s prescribed as
treatment right now in Pennsylvania, not
just the City of Philadelphia but in
Pennsylvania, i1s largely unregulated and
just not acceptable 1T we are really
serious about dealing with this
situation. So I think that"s something
that we agree on.

Thank you so much for your
testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: If we could
have the Clerk call the next panel.

THE CLERK: Rick Ford, Melvin
Stokes.

(Witnesses approached witness
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table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for coming and your patience. Please
state your name for the record and you
can begin your testimony.

MR. FORD: Yes. Good
afternoon. My name i1s Rick Ford. My
government name is Derrick Ford. Most
people know me by Rick Ford.

So, again, 1 want to with due
diligence thank you, David Oh, Madam
Chair, Councilwoman Cindy Bass, and
everybody else. 1°ve been sitting here
all day just listening to both sides of
this room. And just as we sit here this
very moment, outside these wonderful
walls folks are out there dying right
now. Someone i1s using drugs possibly for
the first time, possibly the last. Some
little kid that"s walking through
Kensington who has to walk past folks
after urinating, defecating, selling
drugs, having sex, we are traumatizing

the City of Philadelphia and our Kids.
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Now, 1 want to kind of lay this
out. 1 worked in -- for reason of
identification, I"m a person In a
longtime recovery, 29 straight years, 29
straight years.

(Applause.)

MR. FORD: And I want to be
clear about this. 1"m a strong advocate
about 1 don"t want to see no one die iIn
the streets of anywhere.

I worked at every level of
treatment from detox to residential to
outpatient. 1"ve done psychotherapy.
This 1s a serious i1ssue. Are we really
sitting here today at City Hall talking
this issue? I1t"s painful. You know,
being an advocate for people iIn
recovery -- and 1 fight hard. [I"m not
speaking on behalf of the radio station.
I*"m not speaking on behalf of the
Pennsylvania Alliance for Recovery
Residents. 1"m not speaking on behalf of
the City of Philadelphia. 1"m speaking

in terms of Philadelphia has become the
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mecca for recovery. Folks migrate to our
city. People come to Philadelphia
because of the high level of recovery and
treatment that we have here. They come
here. They get In treatment. They get a
job. They get married. They go to
school and they never go back home.
Something happens here.

So we"re having this whole idea
about safe injection sites. And you know
what? When I was smoking crack, and I
want to be clear, when I was smoking
crack, they were arresting me. They were
arresting me. | wasn"t being offered
this whole thing.

You know, we -- and i1t"s just
my opinion. We have so much enabling
people while folks are dying out there,
and I"m going to say that.

Listen, | hear both sides of
the argument, but guess what? There"s
one man that exists iIn this whole
universe that has the ultimate answer how

can we work collectively together to
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resolve some of these issues while people
are dying.

111 close with this: I™m
going to talk to the incumbent Police
Commissioner about the Heads-Up program,
heroin education and dangerous substance,
former Police Commissioner Sylvester
Johnson when I was assigned here. 1%ve
been racing sunrise 20 years ago. Heroin
was 93 percent pure back then. We were
working In the 24th and 25th Police
Districts providing treatment, detox beds
around the City of Philadelphia. Here we
are at another day at another time, and
please let"s work collectively to make
things happen for the greater good so
that these kids and other folks don*t
become victim to this thing called the
disease of addiction.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Please
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state your name, sir, for the record and
begin your testimony.

MR. STOKES: My name is Melvin
Stokes. 1 am a Master®s level clinician,
licensed professional, and certified
clinical supervisor. | have been an
executive in the field of addiction and
mental health for the last 33 years. |
am currently a consultant for a number of
programs in the City of Philadelphia,
Baltimore, and Delaware and the
surrounding area. | come to you In hopes
of giving you another view on this opiate
epidemic.

Much has been said and done to
expand opportunities for treatment in
Philadelphia and especially the area of
Kensington. Having worked in the field
of addiction, 1 have witnessed the
revolving door of treatment and
incarceration. | have seen individuals
enter treatment and return to the
addiction time and time again after short

periods of sobriety.
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Over the past 30 years,
however, | have also witnessed an
organization that has provided people iIn
Philadelphia hope and long-term recovery.

When I got clean i1n 1985, it
was about 13 of us iIn the inner city. It
was about six meetings in the inner city.
In 2020, there are over 20,000 people in
the 1nner city and surrounding areas that
are clean. We had 481 meetings.

My point today is, we"re doing
a lot 1n the front end, and Philadelphia
and CBH has done nothing in the back end.
When people fTinish treatment, when they
finish halfway houses, where do you send
them? You send them to us, and we do the
rest of the work for nothing, not a dime.

What we"re asking for -- we
want to be a part of this, but what we"re
asking for is, we do the long-term
recovery. Anybody that®s been clean any
time 1In this city should know me.

(Applause.)

MR. STOKES: And should know
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him.

What we"re asking for i1s, we
don®"t want no funding. We want a
burlding. We want a central location for
recovery, for long-term recovery.

(Applause.)

MR. STOKES: Treatment today 1is
30 days. I°ve been an executive and a
director. 30 days, we say, all right, go
to a meeting, and we wash our hands of
the problem. What happens then? You
know, we"re doing the work for free.
We"re not asking for money. We"re asking
for a central location in the City of
Philadelphia that people can come to when
they are finished with this and they want
to stay clean. Staying clean to me 1s
just as 1mportant as getting clean.

(Applause.)

MR. STOKES: I don"t want to go
through this whole document I have. 1711
just give it to you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay.

MR. STOKES: But my point
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being, you know, 1"ve worked with the
City. We"ve overlooked this for 30
years, overlooked i1t, long-term recovery.
How did he stay clean this long? How did
I stay clean for 34 years? You ain"t
help me a bit. But we need to focus on
that. We can do all this other stuff.
They still going to come to us.

MR. FORD: At the end.

MR. STOKES: At the end they
going to come to us and say, | need help.
I need somebody to talk to.

We don"t have an organization.
And let me make this clear, anybody
that®"s 1In recovery, I"m not trying to --
I"m going to wrap 1t up.

I"m not trying to get the City
of Philadelphia to endorse or finance
Narcotics Anonymous or AA. 1"m here as a
private citizen. 1711 take care -- we"ll
take care of the rest. That"s my point.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much for your testimony.

(Applause.)
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COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

And we"re going to have the
Clerk call the next panel.

THE CLERK: Janice Nasoti,
Maureen Fratantoni, Jody Della Barba,
Evonne Vilante.

(Witnesses approached witness

table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
ladies. |If we can have one of you -- Ms.
Nasoti.

MS. NASUTI: Nasuti.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Nasuti. |IFf
we can have you state your name for the
record and begin your testimony.

MS. NASUTI: Hi. My name is
Janice Nasuti. I"m with --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Can you
hold the microphone closer.

MS. NASUTI: Sure. 1"m with
the Girard Estate Association.

First, 1 want to say that this

Is the most compelling reason that this
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bill presented by Councilman Oh should be
passed. We may not agree on the
percentage, but i1t should be passed. By
blind-siding us, you put us on the
defensive. You drove a wedge in our
community. You created chaos and ill
feelings between fellow citizens. You
never gave us an opportunity to come
together, as our main goal is to save the
lives.

I believe no one has the
brilliance or foresight to surmise
illegal activity will work here, and for
those of you to solely decide this based
on your tainted views and throw it In our
faces with no regard is unacceptable.

By expecting us to compromise
our values, our families, our business,
our police force with no say because of
your own arrogance, your own monetary
gain, and your want for national
publicity i1s revolting and
unconstitutional.

My fellow neighbors, my family,
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and 1 support the bill being presented
here today with whatever changes needed
to be made, whereas all communities must
be advised and not surprised. We should
have an 1nput and not be dismissed as
outsiders with no say. It is our right
and heritage i1In these neighborhoods. We
live here. You don"t. This 1s a
democracy you want to betray.

IT 1t had been handled so In a
righteous way, this iInsanity and
animosity may have been avoided. You
command respect, and so do we. You
blatantly did not ask. You did not
expect us to fight back. You
underestimated those who you are supposed
to serve, not destroy.

Those of you opposed are
failing the community who supported you
and put you In office to represent us.
You are proving that you cannot be
trusted by wanting to hide your agendas
for your own selfishness and ego.

I pray for the sake of this
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entire city that this bill in some way is
passed. Without 1t will be an
ever-ending fight, because we will not
back down when disrespected and
confronted with opposition that we don"t
agree on. You will always leave us on
the defensive.

I commend and applaud you,
Councilman Oh, and all other
Councilmembers who stand by him --

(Applause.)

MS. NASUTI: -- and this bill
for supporting and respecting their
community residents so that we may never
get blind-sided and, most importantly,
that we may have a say i1n what happens
right in our own backyards that we paid
for, whatever part of this city that may
be.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

The next person, Maureen
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Fratantoni. Maureen, state your name for
the record and begin your testimony.

MS. FRATANTONI: Maureen
Fratantoni, community activist, former
home and school president, and longtime
resident of South Philadelphia.

It seems to me that what Janice
said that we"ve been really hurting
because of what happened to us. We feel
not respected. We feel animosity. And 1
want to see us go through this process.

I want to see us go forward with this
process. And | support the bill. Thank
you, David.

And 1 want to say that I don"t
see how an opioid clinic helps anybody.
So far | have not heard today anyone say
how 1t helps. And we need to have
communication. We need to have more
meetings, 1 think, going forward with
this, but I don"t see how i1t helps. 1
see 1t as a euthanasia clinic. 1 don"t
see how 1t"s saving lives.

I see that long-term rehabs are
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needed here. More funding for that is
needed here. 1 think people at the top
are benefiting from these safe iInjection
sites, and that"s wrong. We"re the
taxpayers. Like she said, it"s a
democracy, and we need to see things
happen that are really going to help
people and not hinder people.

So 1 have brought with me
Evonne Vilante. She®"s going to tell us
how long-term rehab has helped her. So 1
want to segue to her, but before 1 do, I
want to say in the words of my friend
John Peter, we"re on the stage now. The
whole country is watching us. We need to
do the right thing. We need to go
forward and we need to do the right
things.

(Applause.)

MS. VILANTE: My name i1s Evonne
Vilante and I"m sober 20 years.

(Applause.)

MS. VILANTE: 1 was out in

those streets laying on the ground.
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Everybody turned their back on me. 1
went to a long-term program. That"s how
I got sober.

I cry because I still work with
the addicts today. |I"m sponsoring a
young man right now and another female.
They"re 1n a new re-homing project. Just
a handful of people are trying it out.
You see, the addict has nowhere to go.

When 1 was released, | had 22
cents and was given a token, and 1 had
nowhere to go. | own my property today,
so I"m blessed, you know, but 1 want to
understand that the funding and the
process i1s really bad. When you go to
take an addict there, they ask you, do
you have 1D?

No. 1°ve been laying on the
ground for three years. | have no ID.

Okay. Well, come back when you
get ID.

Come back with ID, three days
later, you got to go through BHSI, CBH.

We have no funding, but we"ll put iIn
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detox and then we®"ll put you in the
methadone program, and that"s where
everybody has been getting scooted to.
IT they"re not onto the methadone
program, then they"re just back out onto
the streets again. There"s no re-homing
projects for them.

I"m very much for the bill.

I"m for the bill 100 percent. You know,
I pay taxes. |I"m a homeowner. Like 1
said, I"m affiliated with a lot of drug
and alcohol facilities.

I spoke up at the prison
system. 1 do H&l commitments.

One thing I need to let this
panel know, that you need to let us know.
You need to let us know that you"re
putting a site here or doing this or
doing that. 1 worked so hard to get
where 1 am today, you know. | fought to
get my children back. 1 lost my sons. |1
too lost two sons. 1 lost one from a
traumatic brain injury from being beat in

the head out on the streets for drugs and
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mental health, and the other one was
murdered. 1 too lost two sons, and 1
know one thing, 1If they had -- if my boy
had long term, he wouldn"t have had a
traumatic brain injury or mental i1llness.
They kept putting him in methadone
clinics, releasing him back out on the
streets. The funding needs to go there.
You need to take the funding and place i1t
where 1t needs to be, BHSI, CBH.

For those of you who know, who
have taken an addict up off the ground
and have brought them to one of these
evaluation sites, the process is
unbelievable. | sit iIn there for hours,
maybe up to 12 hours, and then be told,
well, we"ll call you back.

Well, he don"t have a phone or
she don"t have a phone. They"ve been
laying on the streets.

Okay. Well, call me. 1 will
go get them.

They have nowhere to go.

They"re back on the streets again, you
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know. 1 mean, the whole process has to
be reformatted somehow, and the funding
needs to go there, not iInto an injection
site.

An addict i1s going to come --
I*m gonna say, okay, I"m gonna get my
heroin and I"m gonna wait until the
injection site opens up.

Imagine that. Imagine that.
I"m going to walk to the iInjection site,
wait until i1t opens up and then do my
thing.

(Applause.)

MS. VILANTE: No. They"re dope
sick. They"re pooping their pants,
they"re throwing up, and they don"t feel
good, and they"re going to go up to the
nearest alley or in a room and do their
dope. They"re not going to wait for an
injection site to open. Oh, 1t opens at
1:00? 1°11 be there at 1:00.

It"s all bull. 1It"s all bull.
Okay?

Any other person wants to see
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these addicts get help. 1I"m out here
doing my share of 1t In the community.

I busted my butt working 56
hours a week to get where I"m at today,
and 1"m a good taxpayer, and | feel that
it"s only right, i1t"s only right that we
be told ahead of time and go forward with
this 90 days and have the process we
need -- we are entitled to that process.
We pay taxes. We keep our yards clean,
our fronts clean. We make the City of
Philadelphia.

Did you ever go to the site in
Vancouver? There®s tents. Well, I don"t
know whoever went there, but I"m sure it
was all cleaned up when the people went
to see the injection sites. But there's
all tents out there. Google 1t. Bring
it right up. 1t will show you all the
drug dealers, the cars lined up, the
tents. They"re sleeping out in tents on
the ground out there. Google 1t. It
will come right up, the videos of the

Vancouver sites.
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But all I want to say is IS
that they need to put more funding iInto
CBH and BHSI and new re-homing projects.
Like I said, I don"t know where this
project came from. |It"s called a
re-homing project. The young man 1is
doing 1t. You have to follow by the
rules. You have to give clean urine.
They also have -- they make him deposit,
even 1T 1t"s 20 bucks, once a month into
a little savings account. They monitor
that. This way, at the end of the year,
he"s able to go and be on his own with
his own place to live and be functional
and be a productive member of society.

That"s all we want. We want
productive members of society for our
addicts. We don"t want to see them dead.
We all want the same thing. It"s just
that they need to do this process. They
need to do the process.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.

MS. VILANTE: Nobody knows like

I know. Lost two In one day In one hour
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between mental i1llness, drugs, traumatic
brain injury. 1 just -- | just can"t say
no more. 1 just know that we need long
term.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony. Thank you for your
testimony.

MS. DELLA BARBA: My name is
Jody Della Barba. [1"m the President of
GEAR, Girard Estate Area Residents, in
South Philadelphia.

As a lifelong resident of South
Philadelphia and a community leader, I™m
always looking out for what affects our
community. | was made aware that a safe
injection site was coming to our
community through an anonymous source, a
very, very good anonymous source. |
actually had to hunt down the location
myself, eliminating some different

places, like Quartermaster Plaza and a
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few other places. There was no notice
from Safehouse, the Mayor or anyone
involved. When I did confirm, I called
our local elected officials, Kenyatta
Johnson, Mark Squilla, Maria Donatuccl,
Senator Williams. None of them knew
about 1t. Senator Farnese. Nobody. Not
one person.

We had to quickly alert the
community. And some people said, where
did you find out? You must be lying. A
lot of people said that.

I spoke to Councilman Johnson
and Councilman Squilla. We got together
a list of the tenants i1n the building at
Constitution Plaza. We started to hit
them where their pocketbook was. There
were daycares in there. There were
places for handicapped children, seniors.
There®s fTive daycares In the area.
There"s businesses, a revitalized
Passyunk Avenue. There®s residents.
There®s old people that walk to the

doctor. There"s handicapped children in
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South Philadelphia High School that walk
to the stores to learn how to shop, and
not one of us knew.

Now, what would be happening
IS, drug dealers will come to that area,
and when the people leave the area, they
will be harassed. But we didn®"t know
about this. We were never told, because
this Administration doesn"t realize that
there®s three branches of government. He
thinks there®"s only one. 1t"s like 1t"s
a dictatorship.

Thank God we were able to stop
this location on such short notice. The
community didn"t want 1t. The community
did not want this at all.

The process of community
approval, whether a safe Injection site
or a tattoo parlor, must be adhered to.
We are the taxpayers.

No one is against making people
well again. Nobody. 1 know a lot of
people who lost children to drugs. 1 see

it in work all the time, drug dealers
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killing each other. 1 work with a
homicide judge. There i1s a problem.
Drugs are the main reason the people are
being murdered in the City.

No one is against people
getting rehab long term, being ordered to
rehab centers by judges, staying there,
like this woman said, staying there a
long time, not a 28-day vacation that
cost $60,000 to the parents.

And 1If 1t was such a great
idea, how come the Mayor and Ed Rendell
did not share it with the community? Why
didn"t they tell us?

(Applause.)

MS. DELLA BARBA: We also asked
that no mobile units be put anywhere
without the community approving of i1t.

The Girard Estate Area implores
you and all of South Philly to vote Bill
200189 out of Committee so the full
Council could vote on i1t, and I hope we
get 12 votes so they could override the

Mayor®s veto.
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2 Thank you.

3 (Applause.)

4 COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
5 all for your testimony today. Thank you
6 all for your testimony. Really

7 appreciate your patience and for coming
8 down.

9 IT the Clerk can call the next
10 panel .

11 THE CLERK: We"re now into the
12 public comment section, and the first

13 testifier 1s Sterling Johnson.

14 Excuse me. Sterling Johnson,
15 Bridget Powell, Wanda David, Andrea

16 Miller.

17 (Witnesses approached witness
18 table.)

19 COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Please
20 state your name for the record and begin
21 your testimony.
22 MR. CARUTHERS: My name 1i1s
23 actually Brad Caruthers and 1 am here --
24 I have Sterling"s words.
25 COUNCILWOMAN BASS: You could
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submit the testimony, but because the
list 1s so long, we"re not going to take
additional comments, but you can submit
the testimony, which will be given to
every member of Council on the Committee.
MR. CARUTHERS: Okay.
COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.
Please state your name, Bridget
Powell.
MS. POWELL: Bridget Powell.
COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Begin your
testimony.
MS. POWELL: Good day,
Honorable Councilmembers, fellow
activists, business and community
leaders, and fellow citizens of our great
city. Today we"re here representing
Professionals for Progress, and we are 1in
total support of Bill No. 200189. We are
a group of professionals In this city
committed to cooperation and
collaboration to move our city forward.
President Obama said, and |

quote, ITf people cannot trust their
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government to do the job for which it
exists - to protect them and to promote
their common welfare - all else is lost.

Our executive branch attempts
to circumvent and undermine the
legislative branch time and time again.
To deceive, steamroll, bully, and dismiss
our duly elected legislative branch 1s
this Administration®s frequent mode of
operation. We"re not talking about the
Trump Administration, but we agree it
sounds very similar, but, no, we"re
referring to the Kenney Administration.

I would like to focus my
remarks on why we"re here and why there®s
a need for strong safeguards In an
approval process.

When attempt to govern in good
faith with a co-branch, our City
government and our Councilmembers are
hoodwinked and bullied time and time
again. The lack of notice and
transparency was purposely done. This

behavior by Kenney Administration speaks
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to 1ts regard for our citizens and
Councilmembers as our voice 1In
government. We can take point to other
instances, the beverage tax and the
deception associated with the initiative;
a bill to implement and construct funds
for affordable housing, members of
Council was harassed for weeks; taking
multi-million-dollar contracts from black
firms i1n Philadelphia and giving 1t to a
white firm in Chicago for missing two
pages of a 300-page document; and calling
City Councilmembers back to block the
Parking Authority legislation from coming
out of City Council, which ultimately
killed our effort to regard -- to gain
control of City Council.

With the Mayor Administration
Is doing i1s underhanded, and their
attempt to undermine our legislation
branch and pull a fast one over the City
of Philadelphia i1s just not right. And,
again, I"m here to support the Bill
200189.
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Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

Are you Wanda David?

MS. MILLER: Andrea.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Andrea?

MS. MILLER: Yes.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Is Wanda
David here?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: No? Okay.-

Ms. Miller, if you could state
your name for the record and begin your
testimony.

MS. MILLER: Good morning,
everyone. My name is Andrea Miller. 1
just want to thank the Council for having
me here to provide my testimony and to
get started.

I"m a resident of Philadelphia.
I"m also a registered nurse, and I"ve
served my country for the past eight

years in the United States Navy, working
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directly with veterans who struggle with
drug addiction.

(Applause.)

MS. MILLER: So I want to start
with a personal story.

On June 25th, 2019, my best
friend, who I*"ve known since we were in
preschool together, took her last breath.
She had been i1n recovery for about eight
months. So she was iIn the treatment
program, but her addiction started with a
legal prescription for opioid use, and
like every one of us iIn this room, she
struggled. Treatment is not a linear
path. She went through treatment. It
was great. She was clean, and then she
relapsed. And unfortunately because of
the prevalence of fentanyl, she overdosed
and died. And I don"t know what would
have happened 1T we had a safe injection
site open at that time, but i1f she had
been there and she had used there, there
would have been people there with Narcan

who could have revived her, and her
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four-year-old twins would not have no
mother right now. They deserved better.
She deserved better. We all deserve
better in this room. The City of
Philadelphia deserves better.

And 1 agree with everyone that
our treatment i1s not working and we need
more funding and we need changes there,
but that doesn"t mean that we can"t have
safe 1Injection sites, because they have a
place here.

The war on drugs has failed
miserably. 1t"s failed people of every
color, of every creed. It doesn"t matter
who you are. And this 1s the time that
we have to change. We have to look at
what research has shown us from these
places all across the world where no one
has actually died of an overdose in one
of these sites and use this to keep
people alive.

As a nurse, 1f I saw someone
who had gone iInto cardiac arrest on the

street and they needed CPR, 1| would
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provide that to them. 1 wouldn®"t ask
them what led them to this. 1 wouldn™t
ask them i1f they"d been exercising or
eating correctly or what brought them to
this point where their heart has stopped
beating. 1 would provide them with the
life-saving measures that they need to
then get them to the next level of care.

(Applause.)

MS. MILLER: Why are we not
doing that for people who are struggling
with drug addiction? Why are we making
this about ethics rather than about
helping them?

That"s all 1 ask, 1s that we
treat them the same way we would treat
anyone else and that we provide them with
the level of care that they deserve so
that we can keep them alive.

I agree that these prevention
sites are not an answer, but they will
keep people alive until we can get them
the treatment that they need and until

they can find long-term recovery, which
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i1Is what we all want In this room.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1 just
wanted to say a quick thank you to Ms.
Miller for helping spread some of this
information. | think -- did 1 take a
training with you around the Free Library
like for Narcan? | can"t remember, but 1
just wanted to express my gratitude,
because I know how much time you spent iIn
this field, so | appreciate it.

MS. MILLER: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.
Thank you for your testimony.

IT we can have the Clerk call
the next panel.

THE CLERK: Professor Alexis
Roth, Rohit Mukherjee, Cynthia Munger,
Bevin Westfield.

(Witnesses approached witness

table.)
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COUNCILWOMAN BASS: If we can
have you, Professor Roth, state your name
for the record and begin your testimony.

PROFESSOR ROTH: My name 1is
Alexis Roth and I"m an Assistant
Professor in the Dornsife School of
Public Health. My research focuses on
drug use and infectious diseases, and on
a personal level, 1 live 1In South
Philadelphia just a few blocks from where
the proposed site was proposed, and |
utilize the BSL stop at Snyder every day
and I"m a mom to a five-month-old son.

As you well know, over 2,700
Philadelphians died of an opioid overdose
between 2016 and 2019. Along with the
rising tide of overdose deaths, we"re
also seeing increasing rates of HIV,
hepatitis C, soft tissue infections.
These outcomes are preventable. Now it
i1s of critical importance to implement
and evaluate all evidence-based
strategies to address these co-occurring

public health crises, including overdose
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prevention sites.

The scientific evidence from
peer-reviewed journals on these sites 1Is
clear. They reduce overdose mortality
rates, HIV and viral hepatitis risk.

They 1mprove access to health and social
services. They help reduce substance use
and help people enroll i1n treatment.
Furthermore, they help improve community
health and safety. In neighborhoods
where an OPS exists, there are actually
reduction in public Injection and
improperly discarded syringes, reductions
in drug-related crime, and the demand for
ambulance services for opioid overdoses
goes down.

My research published in the
peer-reviewed medical Journal of Urban
Health suggests that other Philadelphians
do support overdose prevention sites.
Last year we surveyed 439 Kensington
residents and business people. 90
percent of the residents and 63 percent

of the business owners and staff that we
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spoke to were i1In favor of an overdose
prevention site opening in the
neighborhood. 60 percent of business
respondents indicated they had called 911
or administered naloxone on someone they
thought was overdosing on their premises.
And nine out of ten survey respondents
indicated that they frequently see
drug-related litter. These experiences
may explain, at least i1In part, why the
people that we surveyed in the
neighborhood were in favor of an OPS
opening i1n their neighborhood as well as
other neighborhoods in the City of
Philadelphia.

All the scientific research
conducted to date indicate that OPS saves
lives among people who use drugs and
reduce drug-related disorder In the
neighborhoods where they are located.

For these reasons, the American Medical
Association decided in 2017 to support
these consumption services in the U.S.

Now, for the first time, Federal Judge
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McHugh®"s ruling provides us an
opportunity to implement and monitor a
sanctioned overdose prevention site in
Philadelphia. This will allow us to take
what has been learned iIn other cities and
actively employ these rigorously tested
health-promoting harm-reducing
activities.

For these reasons, | oppose
this bill and disagree with the
characterization of an OPS as a nuisance
health establishment.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

Rohit, please state your name
for the record and begin your testimony.

MR. MUKHERJEE: Hello, City
Council. My name i1s Rohit Mukherjee. 1
am a fourth-year medical student at
Drexel and I"m a community organizer with
SOL Collective. 1 am here because in one
year, 12 of my patients died. That"s

just In one year. 12 of my patients died
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of opioid-related overdose deaths.

As a city, we feel greatly the
impact of the fentanyl crisis, and we
know that through the people that we
actually love dying and through burying
our friends and family members that three
to four people are dying every single
day, and for this reason, 1 support
overdose prevention sites as an aspect of
the continuum of care for substance use
disorder.

So we know that 1,116 people
died last year from this issue, and we
know that overdoses from opioids are
completely preventable. And that®s why 1
actually want to go on record and saying
that | do not support this bill, because
hyper-regulation of this --
hyper-regulation of a life-saving
intervention Is just continuing on with
the war on drugs rhetoric where we"re
denying life-saving interventions to
people who actually need them.

(Applause.)
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MR. MUKHERJEE: Everything else
that 1 planned on saying has already been
said. One thing that I just want to add
Is that we know that this i1s actually
happening already and that there-"s
overdose prevention sites, which are
actually de facto existing in various
different neighborhoods of the City.

(Applause.)

MR. MUKHERJEE: We know that
they exist in Kensington, in South
Philadelphia. We know that they exist iIn
mom and dad®"s houses who are doing the
observation that any of us who are
trained i1n medicine could actually do.
Why not actually put that labor on people
who are trained so that community
members, so that drug users, so that
friends and family and mothers don"t have
to do this work themselves. Because let
i1t be known, this work has already been
done. This work is being done by mothers
and friends right now who are actually

manning this intervention, and this is

Page 244

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Health and Human Services
March 9, 2020

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNMNDNPFEPF PP PR PR,
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/9/20 - PUBLIC HEALTH - BILLS 200011 & 200189

something that we tell our patients to
do: Don"t use alone. That"s what I tell
all of my patients when 1"m worried about
them overdosing. |1 call them and 1 tell
them, don"t use alone.

So this i1s just what I want to
end with, that when we actually have 90
percent approval, when we continue this
legislation, when 1t just makes i1t as
hard as possible to open up a life-saving
intervention, that i1s racist. That is
structural racism, because it"s
continuing the same policies which make
it more difficult for us to site
methadone programs for i1t to be necessary
for all these interventions, which are
like, quote/unquote, now like acceptable
because of the changing face of the
epidemic to actually like not reach and
permeate people who are at greatest risk,
which often are communities of color.

And 1 also want to note that
communities of color are

disproportionately impacted by fentanyl.
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We know that through an MLR report in
2018 to 2019 that black, Latinx, and even
South Asian Americans had the highest
rate of iIncrease from fentanyl-related
overdose deaths. Overdose prevention 1s
racial justice.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay. If
Cynthia Munger, i1f you can just state
your name for the record and begin your
testimony.

MS. MUNGER: Yes. My name is
Cynthia Munger and 1"m a single mom of a
son who i1s currently In recovery and 1™m
also the aunt to a nephew who didn®"t make
i1t and overdosed in his own room in his
own bed with his parents there.

I"m not going to stick to
script because I only have two minutes
here. So I really want to -- one of the
things that struck me is that we agree on
so many issues on these two sides, and I
think the big thing here i1s that we hate

everything about this drug epidemic, the
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unnecessary deaths, the stigma, which we
really haven®t talked about at all, the
way we portray people with substance use
disease, and the fact even that we call
It safe Injection sites. | have a
problem with that word, with the word
"iInjection.”™ It has a negative
connotation. These are -- safe
consumption sites are simply a way to
give people a community to come iIn and to
safely protect themselves until they are
ready to move on to something else.

We"ve done a lot of comparisons
to Canada, and I"ve read that report that
Councillman Oh, unfortunately isn"t here
right now, and I would prefer that we
look at other countries like Germany who
have focused on providing what they call
a people-centric process. And 1 know
everybody here 1s happy or big on the
process. A people-centric process as
opposed to a "we/they" issue, which we
are very much practicing now.

So I guess the bottom line is
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IS that a few years ago | wouldn"t even
consider safe consumption or harm
reduction, but I"ve spent eight years
dedicated as an activist iIn this area of
opioid harm reduction, prevention,
keeping people alive, you call 1t what
you may, but the point is what we"re
doing right now doesn"t work.

The other point i1s --

(Applause.)

MS. MUNGER: The other point
iIs, we"re looking, I believe, to the
wrong places for our answers. | want to
reference just real quick a couple of
comments here. One woman said, you know,
I still don"t know what Safehouse 1is
going to do. And I am empathize with
her. And another one basically said --
and I think I wrote 1t down -- i1s all we
want -- and 1°11 call them substance use
disease. All we want are people to be
productive members of society. | 100
percent agree with that. And 1t"s not

safe 1Injection. It i1s a place, a
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community where people can go in.
They"re going to get wound control.
They"re going to have so many -- they"llI
get referrals.

We will have professional
people available 1n these places. At
least that"s what I"ve been told.

So the last thing 1 just want
to say i1s, we already practice safe
consumption right here, South Philly. |
practice 1t. And the way we practice it
Is that we know that our kids, our family
members, they"re In that back room and
they"re shooting up or they"re taking
some kind of drugs, but the reason that
we do not go storming In there -- and we
have, and the reason we, quote, enable 1is
because the current drug situation with
fentanyl i1s unforgiving. The demographic
IS getting younger in age, which means
the addiction happens almost immediately.

So that basically we allow safe
consumption in our homes because we know

it keeps our 11l family members safe,
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intact, and alive until they"re ready to
get help.

So thank you for letting me
share. Last statement 1s, the help we
get them, our rehab gap 1s similar to the
wage gap. People 1n affluent areas can
afford i1t; other people don"t get 1t, and
we have to change that.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

(Applause.)

MS. WESTFIELD: My name 1is
Bevin Westfield. By going last, 1°ve had
the benefit of listening to everything
today. In the beginning, we were asked
to stay on top of topic of the bill and
not debate whether safe iInjection sites
should ultimately come to Philadelphia.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Right.

MS. WESTFIELD: 90 percent of
what was talked about today was whether
or not we should have safe injection

sites.
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The key things that I think
from testimony today are that the trust
IS gone. That being said, this bill 1s
important to pass. This bill gives the
power back to City Council and the people
of Philadelphia instead of letting an
outside company come into Philadelphia
and do whatever they want, as they"ve
done for a year in Kensington and the
last few weeks in South Philadelphia.

I wrote something up that"s
probably going to be repetitive, but 1
stay on point as to what the processes
should be 1n order to bring -- to open a
safe 1njection site in Philadelphia.

I Tive in Morrell Park in
Northeast Philly. I feel lucky to be
here today to have the ability to speak
in favor of Bill 200189, blessed with a
village that will take care of my family
obligations for the day and grateful for
my co-workers that will pick up my slack.
I"m fortunate enough to be able to

sacrifice a day"s pay when many in my
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neighborhood cannot do this, which 1s why
I represent them today.

I"m the President of Morrell
Park Town Watch and an active member in
West Torresdale/Morrell Park Civic
Association. | have missed countless
dinners with my family and attended
meetings to learn about what"s happening
in my community. In my years in civic
and Town Watch, we have debated many
Issues. Sometimes we have a difficult
time reaching a decision, but we always
have a say. We always participate.

When i1t comes to supporting
Bill 200189, we voted unanimous for the
first time. Although our neighborhood
does not hold a proposed site yet, we
feel 1t 1mportant to join this
conversation. We watched South Philly
blind-sided in horror and we learned
about the defense Kensington has burdened
alone. Well, not anymore. We are not
without compassion. We are not

unaffected by this epidemic. 1t is our
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loved ones that are losing this battle.

I have owned my home i1n Morrell
Park for 17 years. | have four children
attending public schools. It i1s our
streets where the fight against opioid
addiction 1s taking place.

Honestly, 1 can®"t imagine how
you could oppose this bill. You should
only want to open with community
approval, because you will need the
community In order to be successful. We
will be the solution, not a private
company, not the Mayor, and not the
former Governor. In fact, the only way
to ensure you are getting the approval of
actual Philadelphians i1s to make this a
ballot question. How can you expect to
work without community support? Good
people and businesses will fail,
neighborhoods will suffer, you will fail,
and 1t will be at our expense. You say
you want to save lives, but what does
this do for all Philadelphians?

(Applause.)
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MS. WESTFIELD: These are
answers which only the community can
provide. We need proper notice and
transparency and, quite frankly, you need
us.

Thank you for your time.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: We"re going
to have one more panel called before we
take a vote on the bill. And so if
there®s anyone who isn®"t called In this
next panel, we will come back to public
comment later during this hearing. So we
want you to know you still have an
opportunity to speak on the bill, but we
are going to have to take a vote after
the next panel.

THE CLERK: Kelly Morton, Kate
Oneal, Judy Hoover, Steven Datlof.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

MS. HOOVER: There®"s a mistake
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here. 1 came for the next bill.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: For the
next bill? Okay. Thank you.

So at this time, we are going
to move into the hearing on our next
bill, Bill No. 200011.

And Councilman Henon.

COUNCILMAN HENON: Thank you,
Madam Chair. And 1 just want to thank
everybody who has come to the Committee
hearing today to hear both bills, and I
think this i1s why our Public Health and
Human Services Committee iIs sO important
now. It affects everybody"s lives, and
it 1s life or death in many ways. And
this bill regarding Paid Family and
Medical Leave, | understand this bill,
the 1mpact that i1t will have on
Philadelphia businesses, on the workers,
on families, and 1 think 1t"s pertinent
as we are having a discussion here on the
previous bill to have a discussion on the
Pard Family and Medical Leave bill.

I introduced some amendments to
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the bill as 1 had initially introduced,
and for the record, 1 am going to hear
this bill today with those amendments and
I"m going to hold this bill with those
amendments so we can continue the
dialogue and continue the conversation
when i1t comes to our families and when it
comes to our health and when it comes to
our public safety.

So 1 will be currently setting
up roundtables post-hearing and continue
on with the process, and these
discussions will be with businesses, it
will be with workers, i1t will be with
advocates, and the City of Philadelphia.
Everybody will have a seat at the table,
and at the end of the day, we all will be
proud on what the bill will look like
with our 1nput as stakeholders as this
bill moves forward.

So I want to thank everybody
who has been involved with the process
thus far and who will continue to be

involved with the process. And i1f
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anybody i1s interested 1In going on and
being a part of this process, please
contact my office as we move forward.

So with that, Madam Chair, 1
appreciate your time and we can call
witnesses.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.
I appreciate your patience.

Can we have the Clerk call the
first panel on Bill No. 200011.

THE CLERK: William Carter.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Good
afternoon.

MR. CARTER: Good afternoon.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your patience. 1 know you miss the

burlding, so we wanted to keep you here

all day.

MR. CARTER: I feel like I was
at home.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: I know you
did.
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Please state your name for the
record and begin your testimony.

MR. CARTER: Good afternoon.
William Carter, 1V, Esquire, representing
the Chamber of Commerce of Greater
Philadelphia, Vice President of Local
Government Affairs.

Good morning -- good afternoon,
Councilwoman Bass, Councilman Henon,
members of the Committee on Public Health
and Human Services. My name is William
Carter, Vice President of Local
Government Affairs for the Chamber of
Commerce for Greater Philadelphia, and
I"m here to offer testimony on Bill No.
200011.

The business community i1s laser
focused on inclusive growth for the City
of Philadelphia. In this regard, last
spring, the Chamber of Commerce launched
the PHL Neirghborhood Growth Project,
which grew out of our four-year Roadmap
for Growth Initiative and focuses on

comprehensive business growth, spanning
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all demographics in every neighborhood of
the City. With our partners, the African
American Chamber of Commerce, the Asian
American Chamber of Commerce, the
Northeast Philadelphia Chamber of
Commerce, the Hispanic Chamber of
Commerce, and the Independence Business
Allrance, which 1s the LGBTQ Chamber of
Commerce, and dozens and civic business
leaders from across the City, we are
engaging with community leaders and
everyday citizens in an effort to build a
strong, exclusive, growing economy that
benefits everyone.

We strongly believe we should
be working together on programs and
policies that increase the number of
residents working iIn good-paying jobs
with responsible employers. Although we
support the notion that employees should
be able to use time off for the birth of
a child, adoptions, and to handle medical
emergencies for themselves and their

loved ones, we also have to recognize
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that many of Philadelphia®s hard-working
business owners are barely making i1t.
Further, many of these employers already
offer a variety of generous benefits and
leave packages to deal with just
life-altering scenarios, and companies
with 50 or more employees subject to the
FMLA provide these benefits on top of
that federally mandated program.

The fact i1s Philadelphia®s
small and mid-sized enterprises and
non-profits with under 50 employees would
most heavily be Impacted. These, again,
are companies trying their best just to
stay viable while offering benefits such
as health insurance. They have informed
us that 1f they"re required to pay family
medical leave, 1t will not only raise
their costs, but could unintentionally
cut Into existing benefits they currently
provide.

To further complicate matters,
we understand there®s currently

bipartisan motion at the state level
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which would establish a Pennsylvania
Family and Medical Leave Insurance
Program to be administered by the State
Department of Labor and Industry, and it
iIs not at all clear how that legislation
will comport with this local mandate.

As you"re aware, not all
businesses or non-profits are alike. We
continuously hear from those who would
like the government to be a supportive
partner so they can grow, hire more
employees, possibly gain competitive
advantages, and have a hope to thrive.

As currently written, we
believe this bill does have a negative
impact on local businesses and would have
an adverse affect on inclusive growth in
Philadelphia.

We appreciate Councilman Henon
holding the bill 1n Committee and
committing to gather further stakeholder
feedback iIn this regard. And we thank
you for the opportunity to testify.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
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for your testimony.

Councilwoman Gym, do you have a
question?

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: No.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: No? All
right.

Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 2000117

Please come forward.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

MS. HOOVER: Good afternoon.
I"m Judy Hoover, the Legislative
Coordinator for AFSCME District Council
47 .

My request is very simple. 1
think this i1s a very good bill. I think
i1t"s good for the employees of the City
of Philadelphia, and that"s good for the
businesses of Philadelphia too that have
to compete to get employees in high-tech
jobs and other jobs that they can get in
other cities with paid family medical

leave.
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My request is that I don"t see
in the bill -- 1 see that the federal and
state government is excluded, but I don"t
see Philadelphia included in the covered
employer group. So I want to make sure
that the City of Philadelphia has the
same standards for their employees as
they expect from the businesses iIn the
City of Philadelphia. That"s all.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.

Councilman Henon.

COUNCILMAN HENON: 1 just want
to say thank you. As we are iIn the
process of setting up meetings with all
the municipal unions, police and fire and
stakeholders, and they will be included
in the process, as well as some folks who
are not here today who have submitted
testimony on the record, and your record
will reflect otherwise.

So we appreciate it and look
forward to continuing conversations and

dialogue as we move forward.
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So thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay. And
iIT there®s no one else here to testify on
behalf of Bill No. 2000117

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Then for
the record, 1 want to announce that Bill
No. 200011 is being held by the
Committee. And so this concludes --
well, that concludes the business on that
particular bill.

We will now go into a public
meeting and vote on Bill No. 200189.

(Pause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your patience. | want to recognize
Councilmember Bobby Henon for a motion to
amend Bill No. 200189.

COUNCILMAN HENON: Thank you,
Madam Chair. 1 move for an amendment to
Bill No. 200189. The amendments have
been circulated to all members of the
Committee and 1 ask for the approval of

the amendment.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: It"s been
moved and properly seconded that the
amendment to Bill No. 200189 be approved.

I"m sorry. Councilmember
Thomas has a statement.

COUNCILMAN THOMAS: So before
we vote on the bill, 1 just want to put a
couple things on the record that 1 think
i1s really important.

First and foremost, 1 want to
thank all of the people who came out
today and decided to sit through this
long hearing because you care about your
neighborhoods, you care about your
community, and you care about the quality
of life of your city. | think that"s
very important, and 1 think that we, the
folks over here on Council, we respect
what you"ve done today. We appreciate
your opinion, and we appreciate all the
communication that"s come to us. 1 know
that my colleagues and I, we"ve gotten a

lot of e-mails, a lot of communication
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via social media where people have told
us how they feel about this issue,
whether one way or another.

I also want to thank my
colleagues, because a lot of people view
safe Injection sites as a single voting
issue. A lot of people view this as a
thing whereas though 1f you disagree with
me, we can no longer get along. My
colleagues and 1, we all feel very
different about the i1ssue, but we all
feel and recognize the importance of a
process.

So with that being said, before
I take my vote today, | just want to
communicate my concern, Madam Chair, as
well as to the sponsor of the bill,
Councillman David Oh, just this idea of
the establishment being a presumed
nuisance. 1"m very concerned about us
setting a precedent of calling places a
nuisance before we are 100 percent sure
what type of audience the specific

establishment will take. But I also
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recognize that this Administration has
put us 1n a very tough position. We are
forced to essentially make a decision
today because a lot of us are reluctant
about the 1dea of being able to trust the
Administration to work with us as well as
the community to assure that a process is
in place that"s reflective of all
constituents across the City of
Philadelphia.

So, again, |1 want to thank my
colleagues. Councilman David Oh, thank
you for your leadership, but, again, | am
very concerned about some of the
language. Fortunately my concern about
the language does not override the need
to send the Administration a message that
we as members of Council as well as
constituents all across Philadelphia
recognize and understand the importance
of a process and nothing should be done
in neighborhoods without talking to
people. And when you do things iIn

neighborhoods without talking to people,
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this 1s the type of chaos that it
creates.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Councilman, for your commentary.

I"m actually going to go
through the motion again.

I"m sorry. Councilwoman
Brooks, did you want -- no? All right.

So we"re actually just going to
procedurally go through the motion again.
I want to recognize Councilmember Henon
for a motion on the amendment to Bill No.
200189.

COUNCILMAN HENON: Thank you,
Madam Chair. 1 move for the amendment to
Bill No. 200189. A copy of the amendment
has been circulated to all members of
this Committee and I move for the motion
to approve.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: 1t"s been
moved and properly seconded that the

amendment to Bill No. 200189 be approved.
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All those iIn favor of this
motion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Anyone
opposed?

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: Nay.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Nay.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Two nays.
The ayes have i1t and the motion carries,
and the amendment to Bill 200189 has been
approved.

I want to recognize
Councilmember Henon for a motion on Bill
No. 200189, as amended.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN HENON: Thank you,
Madam Chair. 1 move that Bill No.
200189, as amended, be approved from this
Committee with a favorable recommendation
as to be heard at our next Council
session with the rules -- as to permit
first reading of this bill at our next
Council session with a rules suspension.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCILWOMAN BASS: 1t"s been
moved and properly seconded that Bill No.
200189, as amended, be reported from this
Committee with a favorable recommendation
and further moved that the rules of
Council be suspended to permit first
reading of this bill at the next session
of Council.

All those iIn favor of this
motion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Any
opposed?

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: No.

COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS: No.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: The ayes
have 1t and the motion carries. Bill No.
200189, as amended, will be reported from
this Committee with a favorable
recommendation with a request that the
rules of Council be suspended to permit
first reading at the next session of
Council.

And that concludes the business
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before this Committee of Public Health
and Human Services today. Thank you all
very much for your attendance.
Thank you.
(Applause.)
(Committee on Public Health and

Human Services concluded at 2:20 p.m.)
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