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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
norning. Today is Friday, February 3,
2023. This is the Commttee on
Conmer ce and Econom c Devel opnent.

Before we begin the public
hearing, | wll nake the foll ow ng
announcenents: Due to the continued
threat of public health from COvID 19
Cty Council Commttees are currently
neeting renotely. W are using
M crosoft Teans to nake these renote
heari ngs possi bl e.

I nstructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testinony at public hearings of
Council Committees are included in the
public hearing notices that are
published in the Daily News, |nquirer
and Legal Intelligencer prior to the
heari ngs and can al so be found on
PHLCouncil.com | now note that the
hour has cone.

Ms. Sweeney, will you pl ease

call the roll to take attendance.
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1 Menbers in attendance will please
2 indicate they are present and pl ease
3 say a few words so your description
4 wll be placed on the screen.
S Ms. Sweeney, can you pl ease
6 call the roll
7 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
8  Brooks.
9 COUNCI LWMOVAN BROCKS:  |I'm
10 present.
11 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
12 Gaut hi er.
13 COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER Good
14 porning, M. Chair, colleagues and
15  Phi |l adel phia. Present.
16 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
17 Gl nore Richardson
18 (No response.)
19 THE CLERK: Counci | mnenber
20 Johnson.
21 (No response.)
22 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
23 Jones.
24 COUNCI LMAN JONES:
25 M. Chairman, coll eagues,
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1  Philadel phia. | am present.
2 THE CLERK: Counci | menber On.
3 COUNCI LMAN OH: Good nor ni ng,
4 Chair, colleagues. |'m present.
5 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
6 Squilla.
7 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
8 nmorning. | ampresent. Thank you.
9 A quorumof the Commttee is present
10 and the hearing is nowcalled to
11  order. This is a public hearing of
12 the Comm ttee on Conmerce and Econom c
13 Devel opnent regarding Bill No. 220244.
14 Ms. Sweeney, will you please
15 read the title of the bill.
16 THE CLERK: Bill No. 220244,
17 amending Title 21 of The Phil adel phi a
18 Code, entitled "M scel | aneous, " by
19 adding a new Chapter 21-3300, entitled
20 "Flag Raisings,"” to establish uniform
21 standards for flag raising cerenonies,
22 all under certain terns and
23 conditions.
24 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
25 you. Before we begin to hear

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




COVMERCE/ ECONOM C
2/ 3/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

testinony fromour wtnesses we have
for today, everyone who has been
invited to the neeting to testify
should be aware that this is a public
hearing and i s being recorded.
Because the hearing is public,
partici pants and vi ewers have no
reasonabl e expectations of privacy.
By continuing to be in the neeting,
you are consenting to being recorded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for their
questions or coments they have for
witnesses, | will note for the record
at this tine that they will use the
chat feature available in Mcrosoft
Teans to all ow Menbers to signify that
they wish to be recognized. 1In order
to conply with the Sunshine Act, the
chat feature nust only be used for
t hi s purpose.

Ms. Sweeney, will you pl ease
call the panel that we have to testify
this norning on Bill No. 220244.

(No response.)
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Liz, |
don't know if you're nuted or not.

THE CLERK: Sorry about that.
Panel No. 1 is Any Eusebi o.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Hi, Any.
How are you? Just state your nane
again for the record and then you can
proceed with your testinony.

M5. EUSEBI O Good norni ng.
Any Eusebi o, Executive Director of the
Ofice of Immgrant Affairs.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Pl ease
proceed with your testinony.

M5. EUSEBIO Geat. So good
nor ni ng, Counci | menber David Oh,
Counci | renber Squilla and the nenbers
of this Commttee. | am Any Eusebi o,
t he Executive Director of the Ofice
of Immgrant Affairs for the City of
Phi | adel phi a.

Wth nme today is Margaret
Hughes, First Deputy Cty
Representative. Unfortunately, Sheila
Hess, City Representative and Rob

Nonemacker, Director of Events for the
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City Representative's Ofice could not
be with us today. They had prior
engagenents and are out of the office.
|'"'mhere to testify in
response to Bill No. 220244,
I ntroduced by Counci |l menber David GCh
whi ch addresses the PHL Honors
Diversity Flag Raising Program The
City of Philadelphia's Ofice of
| mMm grant Affairs or OA as we're
commonly referred to, we have a
m ssion to pronote the well-being of
Phi | adel phia's I nm grant communiti es.
O A recommends and hel ps
devel op policies and prograns that
provi de opportunity and access to
services and information. A mgjor
goal of our work is to ensure the
success of inclusion of immgrants
into the Gty's civic, econom c and
cultural life. And to acconplish this
goal, our work has historically
focused on these three areas:
Pol i ci es and prograns, economc

devel opnent and year-round cul tural
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pr ogr amm ng.

O A partners with the Ofice
of Gty Representative or OCR as they
are often called, which cel ebrates and
enhances Phil adel phia's visibility and
di versity through event creation,
conmuni ty engagenent, innovative
experi ences and col |l aborations. QA
and OCR coproduced the PHL Honors
Diversity Flag Rai sing Program

The Phi |l adel phi a Honors
Diversity Flag Rai sing Program was
formally | aunched in 2018, and
celebrated the rich diversity of our
City as the nation's first world
heritage city. The program honors
residents with international heritage
with the goal to make Phil adel phia a
nore welcomng city for inmmgrants.

These flag raising events are
to be celebratory for our own | ocal,
cultural comunity and not neant to
beconme political or controversial.
Prior to formalization of 2018, O A

and OCR hel ped rai se about 15 fl ags
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per year starting in 2016 and it grew
to 45 flags each year since its fornal
I nception with consistent return
applicants each year. Flag raising
consists of remarks from comrunity
menbers, elected officials, cultural
performances and are an i npactful
representati on of Phil adel phia's
commtnent to being a welcomng city.

The Phi | adel phi a Honors
Diversity Flag Raising Programis
separate | nust note fromthe Gty
Fl ags on the Parkway Program and ot her
parts of the City. The flags on the
Par kway Programis currently
adm ni stered by the Mayor's O fice and
IS not subject to the guidelines of
t he Phil adel phia Honors Diversity Fl ag
Rai si ng Program

Separate flag raisings nmay
occur at the discretion of the Mayor's
O fice to advance the Adm nistration's
goal s of diversity, equity, inclusion.
Exanpl es i nclude the LGBTQ+ pride

flag, Juneteenth and indi genous
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Peopl e's Day, so those are outside the
realmof this flag raising program

In 2021, due to the
popul arity of this program i ncreased
visibility, political |andscape and
staff capacity, OA and OCR wth the
assi stance of the Cty's Law
Departnment revisited the previous
gui delines to ensure consi stency,
transparency and a nore formal process
for denials.

In May of 2022, the updated
gui del i nes and application was made
avai l able on the Cty of
Phi | adel phia's website, on the O A and
OCR s blog posts and in the AA
newsl etter as well as distributed to
current and fornmer flag raising
organi zers and the Consul ar Corps of
Associ ation of Phil adel phi a.

W al so offered an optiona
virtual training session for prior
flag raising organizers so they would
be famliar with the new guidelines.

And so, just for everyone's awareness,

LEXI TAS
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the current approved Phil adel phi a
Honors Diversity Flag Rai sing Program
criteria are as foll ows:

One, an applicant nust be
related in its mssion or its
menbership to the country of the flag
It seeks to raise. Two, an
applicant's mssion and program shoul d
clearly pronote the well-being or
I ncl usi on of Phil adel phia's i mm grant
communities. Three, an applicant mnust
have its organi zati onal address in
Phi | adel phia. And four, the foreign
country of the flag nmust be one of the
followng: A nation with an official
Consul ate or Enbassy in the United
States, a nation that is recogni zed by
the U S. Departnent of State, a nation
that has significant historical,
ethnic or comrercial ties to
Phi | adel phia, so any of those three.

And flag raisings only occur
Monday t hrough Friday, excluding Cty-
observed hol i days between 10:00 a. m

and 4:00 p.m for a one-hour program

LEXI TAS
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Appl i cants nust supply the country's
6x10 officially recognized flag that
I's nylon, double-sided with grommets.
Flags wll be raised for a mninal of
24 hours, maxi nrum of 72 hours.

Applicants are limted to one
request per cal endar year and will be
rai sed under North Apron of Gty Hal
or the Municipal Services Building as
an alternative. |If an applicant is
denied a flag raising due to not
neeting their requirenents or their
desire to raise a non-Departnent of
State recogni zed flag, an internal
neeting will be convened by O A and
OCR to include the GCty's Departnent
of Commrerce, Mayor's O fice and the
Law Departnent and any additional
departnents or offices relevant to
confirmdenial or to discuss the
rational e.

| f applicable, the Gty wll
of fer the applicant an opportunity to
neet to explore an alternative option

to acknow edge the value of its
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I mm grant conmmunity to the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Options include Cty
officials attending and speaking at a
community-1led event, |inkages to City
services and prograns that address a
community need or an invitation to
participate in a different Cty
initiative or program

OA and CCR firmy believes
that our existing policy, guidelines
and application should remain in
effect as they ensure consistency and
have been revi ewed extensively by the
Law Departnent. This concl udes ny
testinony and |' m happy to respond to
any questions at this tine. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Any,
t hank you so nuch for your testinony.
One qui ck question fromnme is you
nmenti oned the state-recogni zed fl ags.
But then there was one that said that
or a Gty-recognized or affiliated
or gani zati on?

M5. EUSEBIO So we -- one is

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




COVMERCE/ ECONOM C
2/ 3/ 2023

14

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

who qualifies for flag raising and
then the separate matter is what flag
we wll fly. Under guidance of the
Law Departnent, we will only fly flags
that are recogni zed by the U S
Departnment of State.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al
right. So --

MS. EUSEBIO So a country
could be eligible for flag rai sing,
and | think one of the things we're
going to cover today too is that for
sone countries, the officially
recogni zed flag is a painful flag, and
we recogni ze that and want to offer
alternative options to those
comuni ties.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  How
about if it's not a country flag?

M5. EUSEBI O Those are not
under the guidance of O A  Those
becone Mayor's Ofice initiatives
based on diversity, equity and
I ncl usi on goals. Like, the Indigenous

Peopl e' s Day, Juneteenth, LGBTQ and

LEXI TAS
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there's many ot hers.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al
right. So we can still raise those
flags. |It's up to a different process
I s what you're sayi ng?

M5. EUSEBI O Yeah. And |
know this is ny witness portion too,
but | al so have Margaret Hughes here
fromOfice of the Gty Representative
because they admnister all the flag
rai sing progranms. So wherever it
makes sense to, we can also pull in
Margaret to answer sone of those
guestions, but it is a separate
process.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al
right. That's fine. So thank you so
much.

Counci | menber Ch? Does
anybody have any additional questions?

COUNCI LMAN OH: | don't have
any questions. | have an opening
st at enent .

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.

Seei ng no ot her questions from nenbers

LEXI TAS
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of Council --
(Backgr ound
I nterruption.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Pl ease
mute yourself if you' re not speaking.

Counci | mrenber Ch, do you want
to make a statenent?

COUNCI LMAN OH: Yes, | woul d.
Thank you. So I'd like to go into
just for clarification why this bill
was i ntroduced. | was elected and
sworn in, in 2012. | don't know what
happened before that, but there
weren't flag raisings. There was a
flag raising that was done annually by
Counci | renber Mari a Qui nones- Sanchez.
She woul d raise the flag of Puerto
Rico, which is a Comonweal th of the
United States of Anerica.

And the flag raising was very
significant because many of our Puerto
Ri can citizens and other Hi spanics did
not feel welcone in Cty Hall. They
very much felt disenfranchised, and |

noti ced when she celebrated with the

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622
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flag and Three Kings Day and offered
food and nmusic right here in Cty
Hal |, many people fromthe comunity
cane in, enjoyed the nusic and felt
very wel cone.

| had, when | got el ected,
done an event around B2B for various
mnorities to engage in contracting
with our Gty entities, and | was
surprised how few peopl e attended.
And | realized that they were
intimdated by this building. They
just felt very, very unconfortable
with their |anguage, inability to
speak English fluently.

And there was a federal --
U. S. Congress passed a Korean Anerican
Day, so we passed a resolution in
Phi | adel phi a recogni zi ng Kor ean
American Day and we did a flag
rai sing. And shortly thereafter, |
was contacted by the Vietnanese
American comunity about raising the
flag of South Vietnam not the current

country.

LEXI TAS
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And | did alittle research
and | found that in 2008 the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a
recogni zed the flag of South Vietnam
as a Freedom and Heritage Flag as did
85 other cities and states and
counties. So it was not
unprecedented, so we in this Counci
passed a resolution recognizing the
flag of South Vietnam as a Heritage
and Freedom Flag, and that flag has
been rai sed ever since.

And then eventually there was
a Dom nican flag raising and nore and
nore and nore flag raisings. And I
think the inportant part of it is that
we have many people in this country.
They are U. S. citizens, sone of them
are not. But they don't feel
included. And | think that's where
the Adm nistration and we are all on
t he sane sheet of nusic, everybody
shoul d feel welconme. They shoul d feel
able to be proud of their culture and

their | anguage, their food and their

LEXI TAS
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heritage and share all of that with
us.

And so, there has not been a
probl em as increased flag rai sings
occurred and the Adm nistration
changed. It went from M chael Nutter
to Jim Kenney. Jim Kenney had voted
on all of these flag raisings when we
were doing it as a Council body. Now,
as Mayor he instituted a wonderful
program around soccer. That was very
I ncl usi ve and encour agi ng of people.

We | ook at flags in various
ways. But | think, for exanple, for
the Irish on St. Patrick's Day, we see
alot of the Irish National Flag.
It's nore about the people of the
heritage and kind of addressing the
discrimnation that they faced when
they got here, and they rally around
the flag as Anericans of Irish
heritage, as we do with the Italian
flag, the Mexican flag and ot her
fl ags.

The Bel arusi an comuni ty,

LEXI TAS
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t hey have a Bel arusi an Heritage Day.
And that resolution was introduced in
Decenber of 2021 with a date of
raising the flag on March 25, 2022.

So they sent out invitations as far as
California, New York. People were
very excited to cone and participate
in the first ever official flag

rai sing of the Bel arusian Freedom and
Heri tage Fl ag.

Now, the reason why they do
not want to raise the State Depart nent
flag is because that is a dictator's
flag. The country had a flag, an
official flag recognized by the State
Departnent, but then the dictator did
not recogni ze the el ected President,
and she left the country and they feel
that their real flag is the red and
white flag, not the current flag which
Is a variation of the Soviet flag or
the flag when they were dom nated by
t he Sovi et Union.

So when they have their

events, they are not raising the

LEXI TAS
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dictator's flag. They're raising
their freedomflag, and we did that
prior to the new rule that came out.
And so, we had a conversation about
the fact that Council through
resolution did pass the flag raising,
recogni zed the flag and it was done
prior to the newrule. But as it
turned out, the Adm nistration did not
recogni ze Council's resol ution.

| think the real issue here
I's that we have three equal but
separ ate branches of governnent.
There's nothing in the Code about
raising flags. There just isn't. And
we have been doing this and then
suddenly, the Adm nistration has
decided to lay out sone rules, and
that's fine for them

But when they do not
recogni ze a Council resolution that's
passed unani nously, | think that
rai ses a very serious issue and, that
Is, that all three branches of

government co-exist in this building.
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We have courts, not only Phil adel phi a
courts, but we have state courts in
this building. W have all of Cty
Council and we have the executive
branch, the Mayor.

And so, rather than just
sinmply say -- | think we've | ost our
Chairman. He seens a little frozen.
"Il wait to see if he cones back.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  So |'m
here, Councilman Ch. You can
conti nue.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Okay. [I'I1
continue on. So | think the issue is
that if we codify, if we now put in
the Code so that we don't have changes
Mayor to Mayor, Admi nistration to
Adm ni stration. The ordi nance
basically says that all of this shal
be done by the Adm nistration through
the Ofice of City Representative.

However, when Council passes
a resolution, then we shall raise that
flag as well. That way we can

co-exi st in determ ning what flags

LEXI TAS
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shall be raised. And that wl|
believe provide a lot of clarity in
ternms of what is the authority to
raise flags in the Gty of

Phi | adel phia. So that's --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Excuse
me one second, Council menber On.

Modest o, was there sone type
of technical difficulty?

COUNCI LMAN CH:  Chai rman, you
froze. So | did wait for you, but you
were taking a little while.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yeah.

Al of a sudden I was gone and the
neeting wasn't there anynore, and then
| just rejoined it so |I'mnot sure.

COUNCILMAN OH: I'mgoing to
sunmarize with this, basically there
are separate but equal branches of
governnment. W have different roles.
There was nothing in the Code about
how we do this. W had been doing it,
and the Adm nistration decided to do
it a certain which is fine, except now

they're not recognizing Council when
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we pass a resol ution.

And | think it's inportant
that while the Adm nistration does
have the authority and handles fl ag
rai sing. But when we pass a
resol ution, those flags shall be
rai sed and recogni zed as well. So
what | did is | codified it under this
bill that enpowers the Adm nistration
to have a process, but it does
recogni ze when Council passes a
resolution to raise a flag, we may
have very different views on this and
each Council person, there's 10
different Districts with different
communities. W have different
engagenent s.

And agai n, you m ght have
m ssed the part where | said the
nation of Bel arus el ected
denocratically its first | believe
femal e President. The existing
Presi dent then becane a dictator, did
not recogni ze her, she fled the

country, and adopted his own flag.
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So they're not going to
cel ebrate under that flag. They're
not going to do anything under that
flag. That isn't a flag that they're
going to do anything under. Sanme with
our South Vi etnanese popul ati on, our
veterans who serve in Vietnam during
the war. They are recognizing a flag
that's been recogni zed by other states
and counties and cities, and here in
Phi | adel phia we recogni ze t he
Vi et nanese Freedom and Heritage fl ag.
So | think that may be a difference
bet ween where we are and where the
Adm ni stration is.

But I don't think there is
any harmto the Adm nistration because
they are not approving these fl ags.

W are. | have a neno fromthe Law
Departnment that we circul ated that
they find this bill to not be in
contradi ction of how things are being
done and they have been done this way
since we started flag rai sings.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




COVMERCE/ ECONOM C
2/ 3/ 2023

26

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

you. Thank you, Council nenber. And |
apol ogi ze for that technical
difficulty. And | know --

COUNCI LMAN OCH:  Thank you
very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. Council menber Jones, | know you
had a questi on.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Yes. And
t hank you, Menber Oh, for the insight
to the international ramfications of
these flag raisings. | had no idea
they could be that intriguing and
conplicated. So thank you for that,
Menber Oh --

COUNCI LMAN OH:

Counci | menber, can | bring it back to
Phi | adel phia for a second. W have

t he second | argest Ukrani an popul ati on
in the nation here in Phil adel phi a.

If the Ukraine were to fall and the
flag was altered under a dictatorship,
you will not find Ukrainians under
that flag. They wll be raising the

flag that is flying now
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| think flags while they are
foreign in nature, | just did the
Cari bbean Festival over the sunmer,
flags flying everywhere. It's a
synbol of Phil adel phians who rally as
a people to say we're Anericans, we're
here in America, we're here in
Phi | adel phia, but it is sensitive.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: |
appreci ate that sentinent and insight.
| really do. M question is nore of
an issue of uniformty. And so, the
guesti on beconmes do sone flag raisings
because of their nature, intrigue and
quite frankly security risk cost nore
than others, and that's of the City of
Phi | adel phi a?

So for exanple, using our
exanple, if the Ukraine were to raise
their flag and Russia m ght object to
that, does that constitute a greater
security risk for us here in
Phi | adel phia? And | just want to get

sonme insight to whether or not that is
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1 a factor in sonme of these flag

2 ralsings.

3 COUNCI LMAN OH: | think it is

4 a factor in the sense that -- not, per

5 se, the flag of the Ukrai ne because

6 we've flown that many tines. | think

7 there are sensitive issues, and right

8 nowit falls on the Adm nistration.

9 If a Councilnmenber were to introduce a

10 bill of great controversy, they wl|

11 take on that problempolitically.

12 However, | do think that

13 under the current process we have one

14 flag right now that we flag every

15 year. That is the flag of South

16 Vietnam It is flying at the Vietnam

17 Menorial right now and in other places

18 all over this country. W have it at,

19 for exanple, shopping centers.

20 So the popul ati on here does

21 want us to raise the Flag of Freedom

22  and Heritage for South Vietnam And

23 to suddenly stop, that is a problem

24  for them And for the country of the

25 Belarus, it is a problemas well. But
LEXI TAS
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| think rather than not raising flags
or coming up with rules that prevent a
case-by-case review by the
| egi slature -- because | think this is
a separation of powers.

Li ke in Washi ngton, the Wite
House is the President, the Capitol is
t he Congress and the Suprene Court is
the judicial. But we're all in one
buil ding here, and | think it's a
very -- we have to work out a way
where | egislature can represent their
constituents, the peopl e of
Phi | adel phia, while the
Adm ni stration, you know, apply its
policies. They do have to co-exist.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  |'m
totally on board with that uniformty.
The only question | have,
M. Chairman, is, is there an added
cost fromone raising to another and
who assunes the cost of security in
t hose cases? So that's for the
Adm ni stration.

M5. HUGHES: Any, do you want
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1 to answer that or --

2 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yeah.

3 Just state your nanme for the record

4 and then proceed.

5 M5. HUGHES: Oh, |I'm so

6 sorry. This is Margaret Hughes. |'m

7 First Deputy City Representative. And

8 ny understandi ng, Council person Jones,

9 is that we have been using civil

10 affairs for |I think routinely. It

11 doesn't matter whether it was a

12 controversial political situation or

13 not, but | believe they're constantly

14 with us in sone degree.

15 And for certain flag

16 raisings, we have additional civil

17 affairs beyond the normal one or two

18 that generally cone. And given

19 that -- if you heard Any's testinony

20 that we keep the flag raisings within

21 the confines within sort of the nornal

22 Dbusiness day, | don't believe w thout

23 checking first with our folks in the

24 O fice of Special Events or el sewhere

25 in the permtting process, | believe
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that that cost is not outside --
there's no additional cost during the
regul ar day were we to have this at
different tinmes, whereas you noted if
t here was sonet hing nore outside the
real mof the normal political
situation such as you gave a good
exanpl e, of course, Ukraine and
Russia. Yes, and it's entirely
possi bl e that that would incur cost
and the Adm nistration would be
bearing the cost of that, | believe --

COUNCI LMAN JONES:
M. Chairman, if they would provide to
you over the |ast year any cases where
we had additional costs due to
addi tional security, that would be
hel pful for me. | amfor this bill at
what ever cost, but | would |Iike to be
consci ous, M. Chairman, of those
costs. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Council nmenber Jones. And when we
receive that information, we'll send

it out to the Commttee.
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Are there any ot her
guesti ons?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Seei ng
none, Liz, next panel to testify.

THE CLERK: The next panel is
Serge Shal i ga, Nadzeya Norton
VI adi m r Charnowsky, Natalia
Hat kowski, Mariya Efanova, Yvonne
Bochar enko, Val eri Mirashko, Angelica
Zai t seva.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Liz. If you could just read the
first person to testify if they're
connected so they could state their
nanme for the record, and then we'll go
fromthere.

THE CLERK: Sure. Serge
Shal i ga.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ser ge,
If you're available, just state your
nanme and then proceed with your
t esti nony.

MR, SHALI GA: Serge Shaliga

is here. Can you hear ne?
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yes, we
hear you fine. Please proceed with
your testinony. Thank you for being
her e.

MR. SHALI GA: Good nor ni ng.
Good norni ng, everyone. (Good norning
to your Council nenbers. Again, ny
nanme is Serge Shaliga. | represent
Bel arusi an community on this
t esti nony.

| want to thank Council nenber
David Ch for a very detailed summry
of what's going on in Belarus and why
we have this situation with the fl ags,
why only the white-red flag is
recogni zed by majority of our
community here in Philadel phia. So I
wll skip that historical part and
wll go directly to the topic.

Qur community is a grow ng
community in Philadel phia. W would
| i ke to becone a part of
Phi | adel phia's famly of nations. And
exactly as David stated, comng from

t hat environnent where governnent is
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not hel pi ng peopl e but nore going
agai nst them nost of Bel arusi ans, we
are afraid of even communicating with
Cty Admnistration, goto the Gty
Hal | .

And this program the flag
rai sing program 1is a great
opportunity for us to recognize, to
show people, the inmgrants, the
Anmericans that in this country in
United States governnent, including
the City governnment is here to work
wth us, to help us. And the current
City policy where the only way we can
have these cerenoni es done is by
raising the flag of Dictator
Lukashenko, this is not acceptable for
us. So that neans that we are
basi cal ly excluded fromthis program
conpletely. And this is our problem

So that's why we're asking
you to support this bill and all ow
Bel arusi an community to raise our
hi storical flag, because this

i mportant thing is that the flag that
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we all care about, the white-red-white
I's not sonething new. This is the
flag of Belarus for centuries and this
Is the flag that President dinton was
hol ding in his hand when he visited
Bel arus in 1994. So this is the first
and only President of the United
States that visited Belarus. And when
he visited, he was wel conmed by this
flag, by the flag of Bel arus freedom

So this is all I want to say.
Once again, | hope that you will hear
us and you will vote positively for
this bill. Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so nmuch for this testinony. Mich
appreciated and we'll hold questions
until the whol e panel is done
testifying.

Li z, can you read the next
name to testify.

THE CLERK: Nadzeya Norton.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Nadzeya,
just state your nanme for the record

and then you can proceed with your
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testinony. Thank you.

M5. NORTON: (Mited).

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  You're
muted. | think you're nuted.

M5. NORTON: (Mited).

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  There
you go -- try it again.

M5. NORTON: Hell 0?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yes, we
have you now.

M5. NORTON:. Sorry about that
guys. Hello, everybody. M nane is
Nadzeya Norton, and |I'mthe President
of the Association of Belarusians in
America, which is a nationw de
organi zati on which unites the
Bel arusi ans across the U S. And thank
you very much for having this hearing
and |'m happy to nake ny testinony.

So Dear Gty Council and all
the participants, | address the
current requests to support the cal
of the Bel arusian conmunity of
Phi | adel phia and approve Bill No.
220244, which will allow themto raise
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the historical white-red-white flag on
the City of Philadel phia' s flagpole
every year on Bel arusi an's Freedom Day
of March 25t h.

The entire Bel arusian
Di aspora around the gl obe strongly
opposes the current official red-green
flag of Bel arus adopted by the Sovi et
Communi st regine. This flag
synbol i zes oppression, systematic
abuse of human rights and tyranny
during communi st tinmes and during the
current dictatorship of Al exander
Lukashenko.

Today this flag weaks
Russi an aggressors who | aunch
m ssiles, bonmb bunkers to strike the
Ukrainian cities. | respectfully
request the raising of the historical
nati onal white-red-white of Bel arus,
under which Belarus gained its
I ndependence fromthe Russian Enpire
in 1918 and restored fromthe USSR in
1991.

Bel arusi an Denocratic forces
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and the Bel arusi an comunity

t hroughout the world used the white-
red-white flag as a synbol of the
cour ageous struggle of the Bel arusi an
peopl e for denocracy and freedom
Under this flag, many Bel arusi ans

def end Ukrai ne agai nst Russi an

aggr essi on.

| wll be grateful for your
attention and favorabl e consideration
of this request from Bel arusi ans
across the Gty of Philadel phia, the
great state of Pennsylvania and the
United States of Anmerica. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so nmuch for your testinony.

Liz, we'll hold questions
again until the panel is conpl eted.
WIlIl you please read the next person
to testify.

THE CLERK: Vliadimr
Char nowsky.

MR. CHARNOABKY:  Good
afternoon, M. Chairman.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  State

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




COVMERCE/ ECONOM C
2/ 3/ 2023

39

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

your nane and you may proceed.

MR, CHARNOWABKY: M nane is
VI adi m r Charnowsky. Good norning,
M. Chairman, Council nenbers and
staff. | support this bill and I
woul d i ke to highlight several
rel evant points. | have already
suppl enented ny witten testinony to
make it short.

Nunmber one, any national flag
Is a synbol that reflects this
nation's history, and the current
official Belarusian red-green flag is
t he nodification of design adopted in
1951 from Sovi et Union, while the
nati onal flag goes down back to at
| east 1514, so it's one of the ol dest
nati onal flags in Europe.

Nunmber two, the current
official Belarusian flag is a synbol
of Russian | nperial dom nance and
col oni al occupation, and Bel arusi ans
know speaki ng your native |anguage in
public places is not safe, the Russian

| anguage only. Number three,
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additionally since 2020 the offici al
fl ag becanme a synbol of depression and
retribution. And since February 2022,
the official flag becane al so a synbol
of participation in Putin's war

agai nst Ukr ai ne.

Nunber four, the national
flag is a synbol of fight for freedom
And freedomis not free. Alittle
known fact, one of those many brutal
Russi an invasions in the 17th century
caused |life of half of population of
Bel arus, |ike 50 percent.

Surprisingly, the people who
recogni zed the Bel arusi an offici al
flag feel disgust and hatred.
Therefore, | fully approve this
| egi slation. Thank you for this
opportunity to speak and | am happy to
answer any questions you may have.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so nmuch for your testinony.

Li z, can you pl ease read the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: We're going to
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junmp up, M. Joe Tran fromthe third
panel to now, and then we will get
back to Natalia, if that's possible.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Joe. If you want state your nane
for the record, then you can proceed
with your testinony.

MR. TRAN:. Yes, sir. Joseph
Tr an.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Pl ease
proceed.

MR. TRAN. Sure. Good
af ternoon, Council nenbers. Thank you
again for this opportunity. Very
grateful to be speaking here today
representing both the Vietnanese
Ameri can community of Pennsyl vani a and
Phi | adel phi a.

The Vi et nanese Aneri can
comrunity are people of inmmgrants and
children of inmmgrants, including
nysel f, many of whom who are refugees,
who have |ike many other groups
t hroughout our nation's history cone

to call the United States our home in
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search of the sane val ues al
Anmericans hold dear, which is
denocracy, freedom and opportunity.

Today there are over 2
mllion Vietnanmese Anmericans across
the United States with al nost 45, 000
I n Pennsyl vani a al one and 14, 000 here
i n Phil adel phia respectively. I|I'ma
first generation of Vietnanese
American who is proud to call Philly
ny honme. Having been raised and
living here ny entire life, |I'mboth
grateful for having this opportunity
that both America and the Cty of
Brotherly Love have given to both ny
famly and nysel f.

A pl ace that gave ny father,
who is the current President of the
Vi et nanese Anerican Conmmunity of
Pennsyl vani a, the opportunity to
pursue nedi ci ne again, and for ne to
also followin his footsteps being a
student at the Phil adel phia Col | ege of
Ost eopat hi ¢ Medi ci ne, where |

currently serve as the Student

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




COVMERCE/ ECONOM C
2/ 3/ 2023

43

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Gover nnent President, representing al
of our fine nedical and graduate
st udent s.

| cone before you today in
support of Councilman David Oh's
Resol ution and to ask for your support
to recognize the ability for the
Vi et namese Anerican Heritage Flag to
be recogni zed as the official flag and
to be able to raise and to authorize
during cerenonies, official cerenonies
and gat heri ngs.

The Vi et nanese Heritage Fl ag
I's nore than a synbol of our people in
the D aspora. It's the enbodi nent of
val ues and struggles in the fight in
the nanme of freedom equality and
denocracy. It's a value that is
shared by us all as Anericans and us
as free Vietnanese peopl e.

As a country and as a City
that prides itself with diversity and
| ove and denocracy, | hunbly ask the
City Council to sinply recognize this

fact for our people as one of the many
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groups that make up this great City
and country. Thank you again very
much for your tine.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so much for your testinony.

Li z, can you read the next
speaker to testify.

THE CLERK: Natalia
Hat kowski .

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Natali a,
i f you' re connected, just state your
nanme again for the record and then
proceed with your testinony.

M5. HATKOWSKI:  H . M nane
I's Natalia Hatkowski. |'m a Board
menber of Bel arusi an Associ ati on of
Amrerica. | would like to say good
nor ni ng and thank you for having ne,
Counci | renbers. And | would like to
testify and I kindly ask the
Counci | renbers to all ow our conmmunity
I n Phil adel phia to raise the
hi storical national flag of Belarus in
the cerenony by the reasons that the

current red-and-green flag that is
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adopted in 1996 by unlawful referendum
by Di ctator Lukashenko, it does not
represent the people of Belarus.

During the protest, nmss
protest in Belarus where 2 percent of
t he whol e country popul ati on went on
the street, they were all |ike raising
the white-red-white flags. This flag
has a big history in Belarus. It was
the official flag during a short
period of time of independence, and it
does nean a lot for us and for all the
I mm grants who cane to the United
States in fear of persecution in
Bel ar us.

This is the only flag they
can stand by and rai se because many of
t he people actually were sent to the
prison just for expressing their
opi nion and just for wearing the
colors of this flag so they cannot
support the flag of tyranny and
torture, which is the current flag
that is recognized by the State

Departnent. Thank you.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so much for your testinony.

Li z, please read the next
person to testify.

THE CLERK: Mariya Efanova.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Hi,
Mari ya.

M5. EFANOVA:  Good nor ni ng.
"' m Mariya Efanova. So why the
historical flag is very inportant for
t he Bel arusian community? It's
because it's a representation of
denocratic val ues, freedom and
| ndependence. This flag is rich in
positive history for all Bel arusi ans.

So the governnent supported
flag which supports Dictator
Lukashenko represents the conmuni st
past of the Republic of Bel arus when
the country was in Soviet Union. The
historical flag represents denocratic
novenents, culture, history,
Bel ar usi an | anguage, society and
Bel ar usi an peopl e.

The governnental flag
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represents the dictatorship of
Lukashenko, Sovi et past comuni sm
relationship with Putin, KG and war
with the Ukrainians. So we are
Bel arusians in the United States
choosi ng denocratic values. That is
why white-red-white flag is very
Il nportant for us and for our
Bel arusi an community. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so nmuch for your testinony.

Li z, can you pl ease read the
next speaker's nane.

THE CLERK: Yvonne
Bochar enko.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yvonne,
I f you're avail able, state your nane
for the record and then you can
proceed with your testinony.

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Ckay.
Yvonne, if you're not there, Liz, do
you want to go back to himand then
read the next person.

THE CLERK: Val eri Murashko.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Val eri,
are you connected and avail abl e?

MR MURASHKO: (Mt ed).

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: | think
you' re muted, Val

MR MURASHKO: (Mt ed).

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Val, we
still -- 1 see you speaki ng.

Modesto, are we able to --
oh, there you go.

MR, MJURASHKO  Can you hear
me now?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yeah, we
hear you now.

MR, MURASHKO  Ckay. Thank
you for this opportunity. | will give
you a brief review of the relations
bet ween those two flags and you w ||
understand that it is even --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Val,
before you start, can you just state
your nane again for the record.

MR, MURASHKO  Ckay. MW nane
Is Valeri Murashko. So I will give

you a brief history of the national
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synbols. Fromearly Mddl e Ages
synbols, | did find people and state
being in existence on the | ands of
nowadays Bel arus where three striped
white-red-white flag and enbl em

depi cting horserider with a sword and
a shield, black wth uni que six-ended
Cross.

The | ong historical periods’
changes, this state existed
| ndependent |y under the nane of the
great Ukrainian Lithuanian (inaudible)
as well as voluntarily unified state,
(1 naudi bl e) envel opi ng Polish and
Bel arusi an people. But those tines
| at er where known as | ead wi nds. The
(i naudi bl e) nanme was retrieved for the
Polish state after Polish people have
gotten i ndependence fromRussia in
1918.

The Bel arusi an ethnic and
historical white-red-white flag is
related to two striped Polish red-and-
white flag. Belarusian authentic,

ethnic and historical enblemresenbl es
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the current state enblem of the

Li t huani an Republic. This is quite
nati onal as our nations are closely
related and |ive side-by-side for many
centuries.

In 1793 under threat of
actions by overwhel mng arned forces,
the last split of (inaudible) between
three enpires, German, Austria-Hungary
and Russian was enacted. This had | ed
to incorporation of lands currently
nanmed as Bel arus into Russia Enpire,
afterwards Sovi et Union, which |asted
until 1991.

Fl ag of Bel arusi an Republic
as a republic as a conponent of Sovi et
Union in the form of red-and-green.
That was adopted in the formal act by
Soviet Union and its conmuni st
authorities in Moscow in 1951 as wel |
as the enblem Ilast revision of 1981,
closely resenbling that of the Sovi et
Uni on.

After the Soviet Union has

ended as the state entity in 1991, al
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states fornerly conquered by Russia
Enpire as well as Soviet Russia forned
back and achi eved their historical
nati onal synbols, Belarus was no
exception. In 1991, Bel arusian
par |l i ament has adopted national white-
red-white flag and enbl em Pahoni a as
national state official synbols.

These official national state
synbol s existed until 1995 when
Presi dent Lukashenko changed t hem back
to those of Soviet era. Massive
popul ar unrest and the white-red-white
flag lasting for nmonths in 2020 al ong
entire Belarus after regular set of
Lukashenko's power through el ections
caricature, evidently show that nerely
this flag is ethnically identical,
aut hentic and deeply respected by
Bel ar usi an peopl e.

Red- and-green flag of the
Republ i c of Bel arus whi ch was adopt ed
back in 1995 against the Constitution
and | aw by President Lukashenko's

force since then has been used as an
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official Belarusian flag. The flag is
al nost identical to that of Bel arusi an
Republic within the Soviet Union.

Thi s shaky and doubt f ul
comuni st synbol evidently outliving
Its tinmes does represent Lukashenko's
oppressive reginme and its comuni st
predecessors. This flag al so
synbol i zes communi st regine's crinmes
wi thin the Soviet Union as well as
many years of Cold War. This flag
does synbolize not the people, but the
regi me suppressing people and produces
feelings of pain and bew | der nent.
Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so nmuch for your testinony.

Liz, can you pl ease read the
next name to testify.

THE CLERK: Angelica
Zai t seva.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Angel i ca, just state your nanme and
then proceed with your testinony.

MR. ZAl TSEVA: (Good
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afternoon, M. Chairman and the
Counci | nenbers. My nane is Angelica
Zaitseva. | ama journalist of the
G eat est Bel arusi an mass nedi a coul d
buy that was destroyed by Lukashenko.
| really appreciate you for having ne
at this public hearing. It's a big
honor to provide testinony in support
to establish standards for flag
rai sing cerenoni es.

Yes, | support this
| egi sl ati on as many of Bel arusi an
citizens do. W, Bel arusians, support
it because for us now this is one of a
few | egal ways to speak and to be
heard. Unfortunately, Bel arusian
voi ces now are drowned out with the
clang of the Lukashenko repressive
machi ne and the runble of the war in
Ukrai ne. But our voices nmust not be
I gnored, | think.

Qur voi ces say Bel arusi ans
stand for denocracy, liberty and
freedom W as a nation have been

standing for these values for years
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and our white-red-white flag is a
synbol of these main principles,
believe and follow It's our

Bel arusi an historical flag wwth a 105
years history that has been being an
of ficial synmbol of the country for
only four years.

Qur white-red-white flag says
we are civilized Bel arusi ans who want
to live in the Denocratic Republic of
Bel arus. Qur white-red-white flag
says we have nothing in conmon with
Lukashenko and his dictatorship. W
have nothing in common with all crines
that D ctator Lukashenko and his
regi mne do. W, Belarusians, are
agai nst Lukashenko and we fight himin
August 2020.

The whol e worl d saw t he
photos and the videos of the
Bel arusi an protest agai nst
Lukashenko's lies, falsifications
cruelty. | was there anong people who
asked for justice and who submtted

that (inaudible) is our chosen
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1 president. | talked to the people |

2 was doing ny job as a journalist and |

3 sawand | felt the police run wld.

4 Bel arusi ans rai sed the white-

5 red-white flag as a synbol of our

6 standi ng agai nst bl oody dictator and

7 his governnent. Qur white-red-white

8 flag is a synbol of our unity we,

9 Anericans, can stand in for denocracy
10 and liberty and freedom Standing for
11  denocracy is a crine there that
12 Lukashenko provides now. According to
13 him standing for denocracy, honest to
14  liberty is extremsmand terrorism
15 That's why for Bel arusi ans the cost of
16 standing for denocracy is terrible.

17 What does this cost? Well,
18 it's nore than 11,000 crim nal cases
19 for political reasons appeared in

20 recent two years. Thousands of

21 Bel arusians were thrown into prisons.
22  They were beaten in the prisons and in
23 the police offices. Sone of them were
24  killed and we have the proof of it.

25 1,433 people are political prisoners
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in Belarus now. This is the data
according to human rights activist.

And about 100, 000 Bel arusi ans
were nmade to | eave their notherland in
a hurry and ask for political asylum
in other countries. | was anong them
That's why |'m here now with no
famly, no home, no job, no friends,
and this is the cost | paid for
standi ng for denocracy in Bel arus.

And many Bel arusi ans did the sane.

Wel |, being here in the USA
means for us Bel arusians to have
future. You gave us a possibility to
fight for denocracy and freedomin
Bel arus any way we have, and raising
our white-red-white flag is one of the
ways because this way, we show peopl e
I n Belarus that we are together and we
didn't give up.

There's nothing nore to ask
you except one thing, please support
this legislation. It wll cost
nothing for you to say yes. It's a

small world is the word for huge
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1 support of denocracy, liberty and
2 freedomin Belarus. Thank you.
3 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
4 you for your testinony.
5 Li z, can you please read the
6 next speaker to testify.
7 THE CLERK: The next panel is
8 Vicky Ung, John Scott MAlIlister, Anh
9 Ly and Le-Quyen Vu. We w il begin
10 wth Vicky Ung.
11 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
12 you, Vicky. Just state your nane
13  and --
14 M5. UNG M nane is Vicky
15 Ung. |'m President of Vietnanese
16 Anerican Community in Phil adel phia. |
17 would like to thank the Gty of
18  Phil adel phia for allow ng our
19  community to display the South Vietnam
20 flag over the past several years.
21 It's a synbolic gesture that should be
22 continued. The South Vietnam Flag is
23 the identity of Vietnanese Anmerican
24  community. Recognize it can
25 acknow edge and contribution to the
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experience nearly 16,000 Vi et nanese
American taxpayers. This is the sane
flag that flies high at Vietnanese

(i naudi bl e) and t hroughout the

Vi et nanese business district on 6th
Avenue and Washi ngton Avenue, at the
Vi et nam Vet eran Menorial where it's
paired with the USA Fl ag and
everywhere else in the Cty.

Besi des paying the tax and
being a dutiful citizen, Vietnanese
Aneri cans have served in U S. Arny,
Navy, Air Force for Vietnanese who
have lost their life in Iraqg and
Af ghani stan for Anerica. The Cty
shoul d honor these fine Vietnanese
American servicenmen and their origin
by di splaying the South Vi etnam Fl ag.

Remenber, 58, 000 servicenen
di ed. Hundreds of thousands are
di sabl ed and also still 1600 are still
mssing in action in Vietnam Let's
raise the yellow flag at Cty Hall to
pay the homage to the bravery and

service of Vietnamvets and raise
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1 aware for those still mssing. The
2 City of Philadel phia have duty to
3 renmenber 648 sons ultimate sacrifice
4 is not in vain Hopefully, sone day
5 we'll find a tray of all m ssing
6 servicenen. We nust not forget about
7 them They are an unsung hero.
8 During Vi etnam War, nmany
9 Vietnanese Phil adel phi ans fought al ong
10 wth U S, servicenen. Wen the war is
11 ending, those who fought with or
12 worked with the U S., they are in
13 prison and suffered years in conmmuni st
14  re-education canp. They were nearly
15 starved to death. They were stri pped
16 of their assets and changed entirely
17 way of their lives.
18 The yellow flag synboli zes
19 where we cone fromand our fight for
20 the free society. | ama survivor of
21 Vietnanmese War. For this survivor,
22 the current risen red flag with a
23 yellow star in the mddle elicits
24  anger and profound sense of loss. |
25 have heard so many stories of
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communi st abuse, which Vi etnanese
governnment have never apol ogi zed or
firmy acknow edged.

| urge you to pass Bil
220244 to allow, display the South
Vi etnam Fl ag. W recogni ze the
hi story and cultural significance of
t he Vi et nanese community and honor the
sacrifice of Vietnam veterans and
Vi et nanese Anerican servicenen. W
are grateful to Councilman David GCh
for introducing Bill No. 220244.

On behal f of the Vietnanese,
we thank you for listening to us and
t hank you again for Menber Comm ttee
and hopefully the bill will pass.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so much, Vicky, for your
testinmony. Mich appreci at ed.

Liz, the next person to
testify.

THE CLERK: John Scott
McAl | i ster.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Hey,
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1 John. | see you up on there. So just
2 state your nanme for the record and
3 then proceed wth your testinony.
4 MR. McALLI STER: | am John
5 Scott McAllister and | amtestifying
6 to strongly urge Council to support
7 Councilman David Oh's Bill No. 220244.
8 | ama lifelong Philadel phian who is
9 proud of our Cty and want to see it
10 thrive. I|I'malso a US. Marine Corps
11  Captain and a Vi etnam veteran.
12 | am proud to serve on the
13 Board of Directors for the
14 Phi | adel phi a Vi et nam Vet er ans
15 Menorial, which honors the 648
16  Phi | adel phi a servi cenen who were
17 killed in Vietnam At the Menorial,
18 we fly the Anerican Flag and the
19  Vietnanese Heritage and Freedom Fl ag,
20 the yellow one with three stripes. W
21 fly those flags side-by-side every day
22 to represent the shared service and
23 sacrifice of the U S. and ARVN Arned
24 Forces.
25 W ask that you do the sane
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at your April 30th event. Flying the
Heri tage and Freedom Fl ag comrenor at es
a historical event which the

Vi et nanese comunity honors. On Apri
30th, we nourned the terrible | osses
sust ai ned by the Vi etnanese peopl e
during the war and the horrific
treatnent they received fromthe
oppressi ve communi st regine after the
fall of Saigon on April 30, 1975.

W al so comenorate the
successful journeys to freedom nade by
t he Phil adel phia Vi etnanese Anerican
Community. In raising the Vietnanese
Heritage and Freedom Flag at the flag
rai sing cerenony, you denonstrate that
t he Phil adel phia Gty Council
under st ands and appreci ates the
courage, heroi smand endurance shown
by the Phil adel phia Vi et nanese
American Community in the face of
tyranny and danger.

Besi des their courage and
thirst for freedom allow nme to share

two other key things |I've | earned from
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1 ny Vietnanese Anerican friends. |[|'ve
2 |earned that the Vietnanmese Heritage
3 and Freedom Flag is the passionate
4 synbol for freedom | ost and freedom
5 regained. And |'ve |earned about
6 their heartfelt appreciation for
7  Vietnamveterans. One person
8 expressed it this way: W thank you
9 for leaving your |oved ones to cone to
10 our country and hel p ours.
11 Since arriving in
12 Phi | adel phia, the Vi etnanese Anerican
13 community has asked for little but
14 contributed much. The sanme generation
15 of Vietnanese who cane here with
16  nothing now thrive. They are our
17 dentists, doctors and pharnaci sts,
18 | awyers, educators, business nen and
19 wonen. Education and hard work were
20 stressed by these famlies.
21  Consequently, their children have
22 becone next generation from Vi et nanese
23  Anericans to enter these professions.
24 And this virtuous cycle of
25 contributing to the social, econonic
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devel opnment of Phil adel phia conti nues
to through the third generation.

The notion of flying the
State Departnent-recogni zed flag of
the socialist republic of Vietnam the
red one with the yellow star, to
commenorate April 30th is outrageous.
It is a painful insult to Vietnanese
Anmericans and it dishonors the nenory
of the United States and ARVN veterans
who served and died in Vietnam

| encourage you to do the
ri ght and honorable thing and fly the
Vi et nanese Heritage and Freedom Fl ag

at future flag raising cerenonies. To

concl ude, | have two short videos,
that they total four mnutes. |In them
you'll see the stories of what nany of

our neighbors did to get to

Phi | adel phia, what they've done with
their lives since and then why their
Heritage and Freedom Fl ag neans so
much to them You'll actually see in
t he videos two people who are

testifying today, Vicky Ung who you
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just heard fromand Dr. Anh Ly.

Liz, would you please run the

first video, Escape for Vietnan?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Liz, do
we have access to that?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Liz, are
you connected? Liz?

THE CLERK: Yes. Is it not
shari ng?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  No.

THE CLERK: Ckay. Let ne try
one nore tine.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al
right. Madimr, | think you're
unmuted there, if you would like to
mut e yourself. Thank you.

Liz, it's still not sharing.

MR. MALLI STER It worked
fine before the --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yeah,
that's the way it always work.

MR, McALLI STER:  -- when Liz

tested it out.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  When you
test it, it works. Wwen it's tine to
perform it doesn't.

MR, McALLI STER.  Well, this
will give ne a mnute to thank you,
M. Chairman and Council man Ch, for
bei ng such long-tinme supporters of
veterans in the Phil adel phia
community. Thank you

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you for your service, and thank you
for all you do for us. Mich
appr eci at ed.

Liz, I"'mnot sure if we're
going to be able to view that right
now, if we can try to queue that up.
| know we have a | ot nore people to
testify.

THE CLERK: Yeah, it worked
in our test run, but I'lIl be sure to
circulate it to Commttee nenbers and
their staff.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
Sorry about that. Maybe if we get it

up and running, we can show it before
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the end of the hearing.

THE CLERK: Ckay. |I'IIl try.

MR, MALLI STER. That woul d
be great. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al
right. Thank you, John. Thank you
for your testinony.

Liz, can we please read the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Anh Ly.

DR LY: GCkay. Can everybody
hear ne now?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  We hear
you -- there's a little echo, Anh, but
we can hear you. |If you want to just
state your nane and then testify.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Excuse ne,
M. Chairman --

DR LY: GCkay. | think I had
both nmy phone --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Hol d on,
hold on. Hold on one second, Anh.

DR. LY: Can everybody hear
nme okay?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Anh,
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1 hold on one second. | apol ogize.
2 Counci |l menber Jones.
3 COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes,
4 M. Chairman. | have to excuse
5 nyself --
6 DR LY: | don't think I can
7 hear nyself.
8 COUNCI LMAN JONES: | have to
9 excuse nyself fromthis hearing.
10 want to be recorded as voting aye.
11 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
12 you. Thank you, Council nenber Jones.
13 COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.
14 DR. LY: | don't have sound.
15 Can you pass it and I wll fix ny
16  m crophone and then I'Il get back on.
17 Sorry about that.
18 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: We hear
19 you. W hear you, Anh. |[|'mnot sure
20 you can hear us.
21 Li z, can we see if Anh can
22 correct her technol ogy.
23 THE CLERK: Yeah, | just
24 admtted her other account. | think
25 it would be best to --
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1 DR LY: My | speak now,
2 yes?
3 THE CLERK: Sure.
4 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  ( Nodded
S affirmatively).
6 DR LY: GCkay. | can't quite
7 hear everybody, but I wll just speak
8 now. GCkay. So good norning,
9 WM. Chairman, Council nmenbers. MW nane
10 is Dr. Anh Ly, a practicing denti st
11 and busi ness owner in Philadel phia for
12 27 years. | ama proud Vietnanese
13 Anerican citizen and a proud
14 Phi |l adel phia resident for the past 36
15 years.
16 Phi | adel phia is a wonderf ul
17 metropolitan city with a diverse
18 popul ati on, which consists of many
19 different ethnic groups including the
20 Vietnanese Anmericans. As a conmunity,
21  we contribute significantly to the
22 social and econom c devel opnent of the
23 City of Philadel phia.
24 Now, Councilman Mark Squilla
25 knows this very well. He is very
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famliar with Washi ngton Avenue in
Sout h Phi | adel phia, how it is very
comrerci ally devel oped today and it is
known as little Saigon in Philly. But
t he Vi et nanese Anericans never forget
the reason why we fled the comuni st
regi ne.

W couldn't endure the
oppression and the retaliation under
the authoritarian governnent. W went
t hrough so many hardships to gain our
newf ound freedom W truly appreciate
and value the liberty and the
denocracy Anmerica has offered its
citizens. As a duty of American
citizens and as a token of thanks, we
vow to work very hard to pay back to
t he American people who wel coned us
with open arns and to pay back to this
beautiful city, which has been hone
for so many fortunate immgrants |ike
nysel f.

Wi | e enbraci ng the new
culture in America, we never forget

our roots. W carry in our heart the
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1 vyellowflag with three red strikes,

2 which is known as the Heritage and

3 Freedom Flag to the Vietnanese

4  American who live abroad. It is

S inportant to the Vietnanese comunity

6 to be able to honor the yellow fl ag

7 wth the three red stripes, which

8 represent the Vietnanese overseas,

9 particularly the Vietnanese Anmericans

10 who live in Philadel phia and the

11 tristate area.

12 | sincerely urge the Cty

13 Counci | nenbers to consider our wish to

14  be able to once again fly our Heritage

15 Flag at Gty Hall on April 30th every

16 year to commenorate our ancestors and

17 to celebrate our cultural heritage.

18 And | ast but not least, | would |ike

19 to thank Councilman David On for

20 sponsoring this bill, and thank you

21 all for your attention.

22 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: (Mt ed) .

23 COUNCI LMAN OH: Thank you.

24 Chairman, you're nuted.

25 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: | just
LEXI TAS
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realized that. Thank you, Doctor. |
really do appreciate that testinony.

Li z, can we read the next
speaker to testify.

THE CLERK: Le-Quyen Vu.

M5. VU. Good norning,
Counci | man Ch. Good norni ng,
Counci | man Squilla. And good norning
to all the Council nenbers who are on
this Conmttee. | thank you for
giving ne the opportunity to speak
today. | ama Vi etnanese refugee.

But | amconmng to you today as an
Executive Director of the |Indochinese
Ameri can Council in Philadel phia
region. W see inmgrants and refugee
i n Philadel phia region. So every day
| hear the story of how they get here.
They sacrifice.

So nmy speech today is not
about ny own story, because ny
col | eague, ny elderly have already
speak on behal f of the Vietnanese
community. | would Iike you to think

of the reason why all of these flags
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that represent freedom from peopl e of
their own origin need to be recognized
at City Hall and need to be raised the
sane way that we raise any other
synbol s.

Phi | adel phia is the
birt hpl ace of freedom Phil adel phi a
is the Gty of Brotherlyhood.

Phi | adel phia is also not afraid to be
a sanctuary city. Therefore, we need
to step up, we need to represent
freedom and we need to be the | eader
for the entire country. 1In the case
of the Vietnanese Flag, we're not the
first.

The flag has al ready been
recogni zed by nany states and even the
state of Pennsylvania. So what we
need the people to be able to do is
not hi ng that the state has not done.
However, what | want you to think of
Is you as Gty Council people, you are
closer to the constituents than the
Mayor's O fice because you see them

when you get hone. You live anong the
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constituents that you represent.

Therefore, when the Cty has
rules that's broken, when the Cty has
policy unintentionally, not
intentionally, but unintentionally
causi ng harmor causing pain to
peopl e, you are the |ast resort and,
therefore, the bill that Councilman Ch
offered today is a way for the
constituents to be able to have their
gri evance and to have their voice
put -- in the case of the flag, we
have spoken to the Mayor's Ofice. W
were not able to make change to the
policy, but that's not rel evant.

The relevancy is even if we
can make change, |like David --
Counci | man Ch said, we depend on Mayor
to Mayor and Mayor, so this resolution
Is very inportant. It unified the
rules. It gives the constituents
another way to raise the grievance, so
| as an Executive Director of the
| ndochi nese Anerican Council urge Gty

Counci l menbers in this Commttee to
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support the bill that Councilman Ch
has brought to the Commttee. And |
t hank you on behalf of all the
immgrants that are living in

Phi | adel phia. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so nmuch for your testinony.

Li z, can we read the next
person to testify.

THE CLERK: The | ast panel is
| ryna Mazur and Tadas Brusokas.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: I f
you' re connected, Iryna, just state
your name for the record and then
proceed with your testinony.

M5. MAZUR Good norning. M
nane is Iryna Mazur. |'m Honorary
Consul of UWkraine in Philadel phi a.

Pl easure to see you, Chairnan,
Counci | man Ch, Council nenbers and al |
the attendees. Thank you so nuch for
t hi s hearing.

Before | will speak, | would
| i ke to thank you for your support of

Ukraine and all the newly arrived
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Ukrainians that arrived to our Cty.

| see, M. Chairnman, that you're
wearing a sign of support w th Ukraine
on your left wist. Thank you so nuch
personal |l y.

Also, | would like to thank
all of the flag raising cerenonies and
personal |y Sheila Hess and Margar et
and Robert. Thank you so nuch for al
your work because what you do and the
way how t he cerenoni es are conduct ed,
they're extrenely val uable, extrenely
sensitive to all of our inmm grant
comunities, not only to Ukranians.
Because as you know, many residents of
the Gty here, they're not born in the
United States, but they inmgrated
here and becane contri buting and
productive nmenbers of the Gty of
Brotherly Love.

What | want to recogni ze --
yes, | want to recognize all the
senti nents and val uabl e argunents
stated today by all of the presenting

peopl e, but the issue at hand that the
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Counci | renbers have today is to decide
factually on the creation of a factual
exenption to establish unified
procedures to flag raising cerenonies,
and | fully recogni ze the necessity of
havi ng the unified procedure because
every procedure and any kind of

devi ation fromthe procedure creates
precedence that sonetines |ater cal

to resol ve unnecessary i ssues,
including as it was stated before,

I ssues wth particularly financial and
ot her consequences. But the life is
not blue and white and cannot cover

all of situations. And this is why
exceptions are created.

In order for exception not to
be arbitrary, it has to be based on
obj ective facts and supported by
| awf ul and justifiable neans. 1In ny
testinony today, | intend to convince
you that creating an exception to the
establ i shed current procedure of flag
rai sing cerenonies at the Gty Hal

property is necessary and reflect the
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1 views and desires of residents of

2 Phil adel phia that you represent.

3 So essentially as it was

4 stated by Councilman Ch, the issue at

5 hand cane recently and it was very

6 hard because of the desire for Bel arus

7  community to fly their historical and

8 national flag, and | want to enphasize

9 again that this flag

10 white-red-and-white -- under this flag

11  President Bill Cinton was greeted in

12 1991 when he visited Bel arus.

13 The current official flag of

14 Belarus is the presentation of the

15 Soviet Flag and this is the flag under

16 the D ctator Lukashenko that

17 represents the government that is

18 acconplicing to Putin and kills and

19 tortures innocent people. | do

20 recognize the diplomatic protocol that

21 establishes diplomatic rel ations

22 petween the countries. But the

23 Phil adel phia Gty Council does not

24  represent the federal governnment or

25 does not -- and is not involved in the
LEXI TAS
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U S. foreign policies.

Moreover, if you will take a
| ook into the information stated of
the Departnent of State as of February
28, 2002, the U. S. Enbassy in Mnsk in
Bel arus suspended all of the
operations in Belarus due to the
current war and invasion of UKkraine.

And | ast year | personally
submtted an inquiry to U S
Departnent of State inquiring whether
there was any objection. And as of
today, |'mnot aware that the
Department of State has any objection
or even our authority, claimng our
authority over decisions of
Phi | adel phia Gty Council or
Phi | adel phia, our authorities to
establish their own procedures.

| would |ike to enphasize
that community of the Bel arus
supported by many other conmmuniti es,
| i ke WUkraine, Georgia, Lithuania,
Lat vi an, Estonia, Uzbek, Kaza, Kyrgyz.

W all strongly oppose to the official
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Russian Flag as it represents not only
oppressive dictatorship, torture and
killing of the innocent, political
opposi tion, oppression and persecution
of people who defend their right to
live in free and denocratic country,
If the country is free of conmuni sm
So it's just offensive for
all of us to see this flag and ot her
former Soviet communist flags flying
i n Philadelphia. | repeat it's just
extrenely hurtful and offensive to al
of us. So when the exanple of Ukraine
brought up, yes, Ukraine has its own
flag we established in 1991. |It's
officially recogni zed. But before
al so they had the Soviet Flag, but
nowhere and never did the Anmerican
Ukrai ni an communi ty of Phil adel phi a,
you were able to see Ukrani an
communi ty here under the Soviet flag.
We were al ways under the blue
and yellow flags, the true flags of
Ukr ai ni an freedom and denocracy. And

now, you can see those flags on every
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corner of Phil adel phia and everyone is
i n support of Ukraine. But why? It's
not it's a matter of flag. It's a
matter of whether you support the
right or wong, whether you support
denocracy and whet her you support

| i berty.

So | strongly would like to
enphasi ze that in case of flying the
traditional red and white flag, we
never had any objections from anyone
fromthe Belarusian community or from
ot her communities, including the
Russi an community, because thank, God,
t hey do understand the necessity of
renmoving all of the post-Soviet Flags
fromthe City's properties. No
consci ous person in the U S would
object the flying of white red and
white traditional in historica
Bel arusi an fl ags.

And | would like to renenber
you, Council nenbers, that, yes, you do
represent people of Philadel phia. So

today you did hear evidence, you did
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hear testinonies in support of
establishing this particular

exception, that when you have evi dence
of the work and desire of people that
you represent, you have to take this
matter in consideration and you have
to allow the procedure, which allows
the exception to traditional rules
because voi ces of communities that you
represent, you have to take into
account .

So | would Iike to thank you
for your attention and |I' m | ooki ng
forward working with you in the
future, not only on this matter, on
many Ukraine matters or other matters
that our comrunity has at hand. And |
w sh you a really wonderful day and
wonder ful weekend. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so nmuch for your testinony.

Liz, are there any others to
testify?

THE CLERK: The | ast w tness

I s Tadas Brusokas.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you, Tadas. Just state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

MR, BRUSOKAS: (Muited).

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Tadas, |
think you're nuted.

MR, BRUSOKAS:. Can you hear
me?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  ( Nodded
affirmatively).

MR. BRUSOKAS. M nane is
Tadas and | represent the Lithuanian
community. And hello to everyone, al
Counci | men, all supporters of
Bel arusi an community. And for us, |I'm
tal king about all Lithuani ans, we've
been there. W know that we
actually -- right nowit's easier to
tal k, but we know what this neans,
freedom

We know what it neans on the
Sovi et Union. We know what it neans
denocracy. And | nean, we like highly

supporters of Bel arusi an, people who
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represent the white-red-and-white
flag, which for us it's really
| nportant because | feel it's --
because, |ike, whatever cities has
this flag, for us it basically
represents the dictatorship life and
all kinds of other bad things, which
| i ke for us was doing and stil
associ ate which -- like, we don't want
to see that. W want to see fl ags
whi ch represent the denocracy, which
present --
(Background

I nterruption.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  I'm
sorry. |l'msorry.

MR. BROSAKOS: So we as the
Li t huani an community, we support this
flag. And basically whatever we can
do fromour community, we wll be
willing to assist. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you so much for your testinony. Mich
appreciated. Sorry for that

I nterruption.
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1 Liz, I know there were two
2 speakers that we did not get a chance
3 to hear. Do you know if they're
4 avail abl e?
5 THE CLERK: It | ooks like
6 there was one person, Yvonne
7 Bocharenko and | don't believe he's on
8 the call.
9 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
10 Are there any questions for any of the
11  panelists that have spoken today? And
12 thank you all so much for your
13 testinony.
14 (No response.)
15 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Heari ng
16  no further questions from nenbers of
17 this panel, there being no other
18 panels to testify, we'll take a brief
19 break to connect nenbers to a
20 public -- that wsh to testify before
21 the bill before the community.
22 Liz, do you know if there are
23 people who are calling in?
24 THE CLERK: There are two
25 public comrenters, Al ex Yankowski and
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1  Yanna Karl och.

2 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.

3 Modesto, do you know if they are

4 connect ed?

5 (No response.)

6 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al

7 right. Does anybody in IT know if

8 those fol ks are connected?

9 COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT:

10 M. Chair, we reached out to both

11 public comment participants and we

12 were not able to connect wth them

13 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.

14 Thank you so nuch.

15 Liz, do we know of anybody

16 else to testify?

17 THE CLERK: That is everyone.

18 W did have a good anpunt of witten

19 testinony and that was submtted and

20 circulated to Council nenbers and their

21 staff, but no further testinony.

22 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.

23 Al right. That wll --

24 MR MALLI STER

25 M. Chairman, John McAllister. | was
LEXI TAS
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just checking back to see if the IT
folks or Liz were able to queue up the
two short videos that we have before
we adj our n.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Liz, do
you want to try that again to see if
you can share?

THE CLERK: Sure. Gve ne
one nonent.

MR. McALLI STER:  Thank you
for your persistence. | did this
because they're very powerful and you
get to see people fromour comunity
that risked everything in small,
overcrowded boats to get here, but
what they've done since they arrived
and their connection with U S.
servi cenen.

It's also on our website. In
ny witten testinony, | have the |ink,
the hyperlink to the | onger 20-m nute
video. But it's very powerful.

And - -
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  John,

t hank you --
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1 MR, MALLI STER: -- our
2 neighbors who actually suffered in
3 those concentration canps. Vietnanese
4 called themrelocation -- called them
5 education canps, that were in those
6 canps for six and eight years. Thank
7 you, Chairmn.
8 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
9 you very nuch, John.
10 | did see we had before --
11 while Liz is still trying, Mrgaret,
12 did you want to nmake a coment or a
13 question?
14 M5. HUGHES: Yes. Thank you
15 so nuch, Councilman Squilla. When
16  Councilman OCh referenced the nmeno that
17 the Law Departnment had presented to
18 him | noticed and just wanted to
19 share that there was an additi onal
20 section that the Law Departnent had
21 placed in the neno that | just wanted
22 to share for clarification because it
23 may help put perspective on the
24  mechanismof this as opposed to the
25 spirit of the bill, which I think we
LEXI TAS
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1 all realize is a very noble spirit.

2 So if you will bear with ne

3 and | appreciate this and respectfully

4 let nme do this. |If Council sought to

5 direct the work of the Gty

6 representative or establish new rules

7 for flag raising on City property that

8 conflicted with City practice, such

9 legislation would exceed Council's

10 authority.

11 And then two Charter sections

12 are notated. One being Section 4-200,

13  designating City representative as the

14 cerenoni al representative of the Gty

15 responsi ble for approval of privately

16  organi zed events | ocated on public

17 property.

18 And then Charter Section

19 5-900 grants Council authority to

20 approve by ordi nance certain proposed

21  uses of City properties such as sale

22 acquisition or construction and to

23 assign pursuant to Council's rules

24 space within Cty Hall.

25 So | just -- | nean, | won't
LEXI TAS
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1 gointo the whole thing, but | just
2 want to raise that as a technical
3 point since the Law Depart nent
4 probably would want to have sone
5 bearing on whatever the vote outcone
6 is. Sol'll just leave it there.
7 Thank you.
8 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
9 you so nuch for your clarification.
10 THE CLERK: M. Chair, 1'd
11 |like to try one nore tine to try to
12 share the video and then we wil |
13 proceed.
14 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
15 There you go.
16 THE CLERK: Excellent.
17 (Vi deo playing.)
18 THE CLERK: And then there's
19  one nore.
20 (Video playing.)
21 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Li z,
22 thank you so much for sharing that.
23  And, John, thank you for your
24  patience. Very powerful nessaging.
25 Much appreciated. Thank you.
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MR. McALLI STER:  Thank you,
M. Chairman.

And t hanks, Liz, for your
persistence. Appreciate it.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Is there
any ot her coments before we close the
heari ng?

THE CLERK: No.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Seei ng
none, there being no further questions
from menbers of the Commttee and no
other witnesses to testify on Bill No.
220244, 1 will ask if there is anyone
el se present at this hearing whose
nane we did not call and who w shes to
offer testinony on the Bill No. that
I s being consi dered today, 2202447

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Heari ng
none, | want to thank the panels and
W tnesses for their participation
today. W value your opinions. | now
invite all panels and wi tnesses on
Bill No. 220244 to pl ease di sconnect

fromthe hearing before we go into our
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1 public neeting. W wll now pause the
2 proceedings briefly as nultiple
3 participants | eave for the hearing.
4 Thi s concl udes the public
5 hearing of the Conmttee. We will now
6 go into a public neeting to consider
7 the actions to be taken on the bill
8 before the Cormmittee today. W will
9 now convene the public neeting.
10 Ms. Sweeney, will you pl ease
11 call the roll to take attendance.
12 Menbers that are in attendance, please
13 indicate that you are present and say
14 a few words so your inage appears on
15 the screen.
16 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
17 Brooks.
18 COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Good
19 norning still. |'"mpresent.
20 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
21 Gauthier.
22 COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Good
23 norning, M. Chair. Present.
24 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
25 G lnore R chardson.
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1 (No response.)
2 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
3 Johnson.
4 (No response.)
5 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
6 Jones.
7 (No response.)
8 THE CLERK: Counci | mrenber On.
9 COUNCI LMAN OH:  |'m present.
10 Thank you.
11 THE CLERK: Counci | menber
12 Squill a.
13 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  I'm
14  present. Thank you.
15 The Chair will now recognize
16  Counci |l menber Ch for a notion on Bill
17 No. 220244.
18 COUNCI LMAN CH:  Thank you
19  very nuch, Chairnman.
20 | nove that Bill No. 220244
21 be reported fromthis Commttee with a
22 favorable recommendati on and further
23 nove that the rules of Council be
24  suspended to permt first readi ng of
25 this bill at the next session of
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2/ 3/ 2023
Counci | .
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Is there
a second?
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Second.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
you. The Chair notes for the record
Counci | menber Gaut hi er seconds the
not i on.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No. 220244
be reported fromthis Commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further
nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt the first reading
of this bill at the next session of
Counci | .

Al'l those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Those

opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  The ayes

have it and the notion carri es.
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1 This wll concl ude the
2  business before the Committee on
3  Commerce and Econom c Devel opnent on
4 Bill No. 220244. Thank you all very
5 nmuch. Thank you for your attendance
6 and thank you to everyone who
7 testified. Mich appreciated. Have a
8 great day.
9 COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you
10  very nuch, everybody.
11 COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Thank
12 you. Have a great day.
13 COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER. Thank
14  you. Bye.
15 (Commttee on Commerce and
16  Econom c Devel opnent concl uded at
17 11:44 a.m)
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are contai ned
fully and accurately in the stenographic
notes taken by nme in the foregoing matter,
and this is a correct transcript of the

sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of
this transcript does not apply to any
reproduction of the same by any neans,
unl ess under the direct control and/or

supervision of the certifying reporter.)
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