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 1                 -  -  -

 2          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Good

 3 morning.  Today is Friday, February 3,

 4 2023.  This is the Committee on

 5 Commerce and Economic Development.

 6          Before we begin the public

 7 hearing, I will make the following

 8 announcements:  Due to the continued

 9 threat of public health from COVID-19,

10 City Council Committees are currently

11 meeting remotely.  We are using

12 Microsoft Teams to make these remote

13 hearings possible.

14          Instructions for how the

15 public may view and offer public

16 testimony at public hearings of

17 Council Committees are included in the

18 public hearing notices that are

19 published in the Daily News, Inquirer

20 and Legal Intelligencer prior to the

21 hearings and can also be found on

22 PHLCouncil.com.  I now note that the

23 hour has come.

24          Ms. Sweeney, will you please

25 call the roll to take attendance.
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 1 Members in attendance will please

 2 indicate they are present and please

 3 say a few words so your description

 4 will be placed on the screen.

 5          Ms. Sweeney, can you please

 6 call the roll.

 7          THE CLERK:  Councilmember

 8 Brooks.

 9          COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  I'm

10 present.

11          THE CLERK:  Councilmember

12 Gauthier.

13          COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Good

14 morning, Mr. Chair, colleagues and

15 Philadelphia.  Present.

16          THE CLERK:  Councilmember

17 Gilmore Richardson.

18               (No response.)

19          THE CLERK:  Councilmember

20 Johnson.

21               (No response.)

22          THE CLERK:  Councilmember

23 Jones.

24          COUNCILMAN JONES:

25 Mr. Chairman, colleagues,
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 1 Philadelphia.  I am present.

 2          THE CLERK:  Councilmember Oh.

 3          COUNCILMAN OH:  Good morning,

 4 Chair, colleagues.  I'm present.

 5          THE CLERK:  Councilmember

 6 Squilla.

 7          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Good

 8 morning.  I am present.  Thank you.

 9 A quorum of the Committee is present

10 and the hearing is now called to

11 order.  This is a public hearing of

12 the Committee on Commerce and Economic

13 Development regarding Bill No. 220244.

14          Ms. Sweeney, will you please

15 read the title of the bill.

16          THE CLERK:  Bill No. 220244,

17 amending Title 21 of The Philadelphia

18 Code, entitled "Miscellaneous," by

19 adding a new Chapter 21-3300, entitled

20 "Flag Raisings," to establish uniform

21 standards for flag raising ceremonies,

22 all under certain terms and

23 conditions.

24          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

25 you.  Before we begin to hear
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 1 testimony from our witnesses we have

 2 for today, everyone who has been

 3 invited to the meeting to testify

 4 should be aware that this is a public

 5 hearing and is being recorded.

 6 Because the hearing is public,

 7 participants and viewers have no

 8 reasonable expectations of privacy.

 9 By continuing to be in the meeting,

10 you are consenting to being recorded.

11          Additionally, prior to

12 recognizing Members for their

13 questions or comments they have for

14 witnesses, I will note for the record

15 at this time that they will use the

16 chat feature available in Microsoft

17 Teams to allow Members to signify that

18 they wish to be recognized.  In order

19 to comply with the Sunshine Act, the

20 chat feature must only be used for

21 this purpose.

22          Ms. Sweeney, will you please

23 call the panel that we have to testify

24 this morning on Bill No. 220244.

25               (No response.)



COMMERCE/ECONOMIC 6 
2/3/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Liz, I

 2 don't know if you're muted or not.

 3          THE CLERK:  Sorry about that.

 4 Panel No. 1 is Amy Eusebio.

 5          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Hi, Amy.

 6 How are you?  Just state your name

 7 again for the record and then you can

 8 proceed with your testimony.

 9          MS. EUSEBIO:  Good morning.

10 Amy Eusebio, Executive Director of the

11 Office of Immigrant Affairs.

12          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

13 proceed with your testimony.

14          MS. EUSEBIO:  Great.  So good

15 morning, Councilmember David Oh,

16 Councilmember Squilla and the members

17 of this Committee.  I am Amy Eusebio,

18 the Executive Director of the Office

19 of Immigrant Affairs for the City of

20 Philadelphia.

21          With me today is Margaret

22 Hughes, First Deputy City

23 Representative.  Unfortunately, Sheila

24 Hess, City Representative and Rob

25 Nonemacker, Director of Events for the
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 1 City Representative's Office could not

 2 be with us today.  They had prior

 3 engagements and are out of the office.

 4          I'm here to testify in

 5 response to Bill No. 220244,

 6 introduced by Councilmember David Oh

 7 which addresses the PHL Honors

 8 Diversity Flag Raising Program.  The

 9 City of Philadelphia's Office of

10 Immigrant Affairs or OIA as we're

11 commonly referred to, we have a

12 mission to promote the well-being of

13 Philadelphia's Immigrant communities.

14          OIA recommends and helps

15 develop policies and programs that

16 provide opportunity and access to

17 services and information.  A major

18 goal of our work is to ensure the

19 success of inclusion of immigrants

20 into the City's civic, economic and

21 cultural life.  And to accomplish this

22 goal, our work has historically

23 focused on these three areas:

24 Policies and programs, economic

25 development and year-round cultural
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 1 programming.

 2          OIA partners with the Office

 3 of City Representative or OCR as they

 4 are often called, which celebrates and

 5 enhances Philadelphia's visibility and

 6 diversity through event creation,

 7 community engagement, innovative

 8 experiences and collaborations.  OIA

 9 and OCR coproduced the PHL Honors

10 Diversity Flag Raising Program.

11          The Philadelphia Honors

12 Diversity Flag Raising Program was

13 formally launched in 2018, and

14 celebrated the rich diversity of our

15 City as the nation's first world

16 heritage city.  The program honors

17 residents with international heritage

18 with the goal to make Philadelphia a

19 more welcoming city for immigrants.

20          These flag raising events are

21 to be celebratory for our own local,

22 cultural community and not meant to

23 become political or controversial.

24 Prior to formalization of 2018, OIA

25 and OCR helped raise about 15 flags
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 1 per year starting in 2016 and it grew

 2 to 45 flags each year since its formal

 3 inception with consistent return

 4 applicants each year.  Flag raising

 5 consists of remarks from community

 6 members, elected officials, cultural

 7 performances and are an impactful

 8 representation of Philadelphia's

 9 commitment to being a welcoming city.

10          The Philadelphia Honors

11 Diversity Flag Raising Program is

12 separate I must note from the City

13 Flags on the Parkway Program and other

14 parts of the City.  The flags on the

15 Parkway Program is currently

16 administered by the Mayor's Office and

17 is not subject to the guidelines of

18 the Philadelphia Honors Diversity Flag

19 Raising Program.

20          Separate flag raisings may

21 occur at the discretion of the Mayor's

22 Office to advance the Administration's

23 goals of diversity, equity, inclusion.

24 Examples include the LGBTQ+ pride

25 flag, Juneteenth and indigenous
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 1 People's Day, so those are outside the

 2 realm of this flag raising program.

 3          In 2021, due to the

 4 popularity of this program, increased

 5 visibility, political landscape and

 6 staff capacity, OIA and OCR with the

 7 assistance of the City's Law

 8 Department revisited the previous

 9 guidelines to ensure consistency,

10 transparency and a more formal process

11 for denials.

12          In May of 2022, the updated

13 guidelines and application was made

14 available on the City of

15 Philadelphia's website, on the OIA and

16 OCR's blog posts and in the OIA

17 newsletter as well as distributed to

18 current and former flag raising

19 organizers and the Consular Corps of

20 Association of Philadelphia.

21          We also offered an optional

22 virtual training session for prior

23 flag raising organizers so they would

24 be familiar with the new guidelines.

25 And so, just for everyone's awareness,
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 1 the current approved Philadelphia

 2 Honors Diversity Flag Raising Program

 3 criteria are as follows:

 4          One, an applicant must be

 5 related in its mission or its

 6 membership to the country of the flag

 7 it seeks to raise.  Two, an

 8 applicant's mission and program should

 9 clearly promote the well-being or

10 inclusion of Philadelphia's immigrant

11 communities.  Three, an applicant must

12 have its organizational address in

13 Philadelphia.  And four, the foreign

14 country of the flag must be one of the

15 following:  A nation with an official

16 Consulate or Embassy in the United

17 States, a nation that is recognized by

18 the U.S. Department of State, a nation

19 that has significant historical,

20 ethnic or commercial ties to

21 Philadelphia, so any of those three.

22          And flag raisings only occur

23 Monday through Friday, excluding City-

24 observed holidays between 10:00 a.m.

25 and 4:00 p.m. for a one-hour program.
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 1 Applicants must supply the country's

 2 6x10 officially recognized flag that

 3 is nylon, double-sided with grommets.

 4 Flags will be raised for a minimal of

 5 24 hours, maximum of 72 hours.

 6          Applicants are limited to one

 7 request per calendar year and will be

 8 raised under North Apron of City Hall

 9 or the Municipal Services Building as

10 an alternative.  If an applicant is

11 denied a flag raising due to not

12 meeting their requirements or their

13 desire to raise a non-Department of

14 State recognized flag, an internal

15 meeting will be convened by OIA and

16 OCR to include the City's Department

17 of Commerce, Mayor's Office and the

18 Law Department and any additional

19 departments or offices relevant to

20 confirm denial or to discuss the

21 rationale.

22          If applicable, the City will

23 offer the applicant an opportunity to

24 meet to explore an alternative option

25 to acknowledge the value of its
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 1 immigrant community to the City of

 2 Philadelphia.  Options include City

 3 officials attending and speaking at a

 4 community-led event, linkages to City

 5 services and programs that address a

 6 community need or an invitation to

 7 participate in a different City

 8 initiative or program.

 9          OIA and OCR firmly believes

10 that our existing policy, guidelines

11 and application should remain in

12 effect as they ensure consistency and

13 have been reviewed extensively by the

14 Law Department.  This concludes my

15 testimony and I'm happy to respond to

16 any questions at this time.  Thank

17 you.

18          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Amy,

19 thank you so much for your testimony.

20 One quick question from me is you

21 mentioned the state-recognized flags.

22 But then there was one that said that

23 or a City-recognized or affiliated

24 organization?

25          MS. EUSEBIO:  So we -- one is
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 1 who qualifies for flag raising and

 2 then the separate matter is what flag

 3 we will fly.  Under guidance of the

 4 Law Department, we will only fly flags

 5 that are recognized by the U.S.

 6 Department of State.

 7          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All

 8 right.  So --

 9          MS. EUSEBIO:  So a country

10 could be eligible for flag raising,

11 and I think one of the things we're

12 going to cover today too is that for

13 some countries, the officially

14 recognized flag is a painful flag, and

15 we recognize that and want to offer

16 alternative options to those

17 communities.

18          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  How

19 about if it's not a country flag?

20          MS. EUSEBIO:  Those are not

21 under the guidance of OIA.  Those

22 become Mayor's Office initiatives

23 based on diversity, equity and

24 inclusion goals.  Like, the Indigenous

25 People's Day, Juneteenth, LGBTQ and
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 1 there's many others.

 2          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All

 3 right.  So we can still raise those

 4 flags.  It's up to a different process

 5 is what you're saying?

 6          MS. EUSEBIO:  Yeah.  And I

 7 know this is my witness portion too,

 8 but I also have Margaret Hughes here

 9 from Office of the City Representative

10 because they administer all the flag

11 raising programs.  So wherever it

12 makes sense to, we can also pull in

13 Margaret to answer some of those

14 questions, but it is a separate

15 process.

16          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All

17 right.  That's fine.  So thank you so

18 much.

19          Councilmember Oh?  Does

20 anybody have any additional questions?

21          COUNCILMAN OH:  I don't have

22 any questions.  I have an opening

23 statement.

24          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

25 Seeing no other questions from members
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 1 of Council --

 2               (Background

 3 interruption.)

 4          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

 5 mute yourself if you're not speaking.

 6          Councilmember Oh, do you want

 7 to make a statement?

 8          COUNCILMAN OH:  Yes, I would.

 9 Thank you.  So I'd like to go into

10 just for clarification why this bill

11 was introduced.  I was elected and

12 sworn in, in 2012.  I don't know what

13 happened before that, but there

14 weren't flag raisings.  There was a

15 flag raising that was done annually by

16 Councilmember Maria Quinones-Sanchez.

17 She would raise the flag of Puerto

18 Rico, which is a Commonwealth of the

19 United States of America.

20          And the flag raising was very

21 significant because many of our Puerto

22 Rican citizens and other Hispanics did

23 not feel welcome in City Hall.  They

24 very much felt disenfranchised, and I

25 noticed when she celebrated with the
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 1 flag and Three Kings Day and offered

 2 food and music right here in City

 3 Hall, many people from the community

 4 came in, enjoyed the music and felt

 5 very welcome.

 6          I had, when I got elected,

 7 done an event around B2B for various

 8 minorities to engage in contracting

 9 with our City entities, and I was

10 surprised how few people attended.

11 And I realized that they were

12 intimidated by this building.  They

13 just felt very, very uncomfortable

14 with their language, inability to

15 speak English fluently.

16          And there was a federal --

17 U.S. Congress passed a Korean American

18 Day, so we passed a resolution in

19 Philadelphia recognizing Korean

20 American Day and we did a flag

21 raising.  And shortly thereafter, I

22 was contacted by the Vietnamese

23 American community about raising the

24 flag of South Vietnam, not the current

25 country.
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 1          And I did a little research

 2 and I found that in 2008 the

 3 Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

 4 recognized the flag of South Vietnam

 5 as a Freedom and Heritage Flag as did

 6 85 other cities and states and

 7 counties.  So it was not

 8 unprecedented, so we in this Council

 9 passed a resolution recognizing the

10 flag of South Vietnam as a Heritage

11 and Freedom Flag, and that flag has

12 been raised ever since.

13          And then eventually there was

14 a Dominican flag raising and more and

15 more and more flag raisings.  And I

16 think the important part of it is that

17 we have many people in this country.

18 They are U.S. citizens, some of them

19 are not.  But they don't feel

20 included.  And I think that's where

21 the Administration and we are all on

22 the same sheet of music, everybody

23 should feel welcome.  They should feel

24 able to be proud of their culture and

25 their language, their food and their
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 1 heritage and share all of that with

 2 us.

 3          And so, there has not been a

 4 problem as increased flag raisings

 5 occurred and the Administration

 6 changed.  It went from Michael Nutter

 7 to Jim Kenney.  Jim Kenney had voted

 8 on all of these flag raisings when we

 9 were doing it as a Council body.  Now,

10 as Mayor he instituted a wonderful

11 program around soccer.  That was very

12 inclusive and encouraging of people.

13          We look at flags in various

14 ways.  But I think, for example, for

15 the Irish on St. Patrick's Day, we see

16 a lot of the Irish National Flag.

17 It's more about the people of the

18 heritage and kind of addressing the

19 discrimination that they faced when

20 they got here, and they rally around

21 the flag as Americans of Irish

22 heritage, as we do with the Italian

23 flag, the Mexican flag and other

24 flags.

25          The Belarusian community,
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 1 they have a Belarusian Heritage Day.

 2 And that resolution was introduced in

 3 December of 2021 with a date of

 4 raising the flag on March 25, 2022.

 5 So they sent out invitations as far as

 6 California, New York.  People were

 7 very excited to come and participate

 8 in the first ever official flag

 9 raising of the Belarusian Freedom and

10 Heritage Flag.

11          Now, the reason why they do

12 not want to raise the State Department

13 flag is because that is a dictator's

14 flag.  The country had a flag, an

15 official flag recognized by the State

16 Department, but then the dictator did

17 not recognize the elected President,

18 and she left the country and they feel

19 that their real flag is the red and

20 white flag, not the current flag which

21 is a variation of the Soviet flag or

22 the flag when they were dominated by

23 the Soviet Union.

24          So when they have their

25 events, they are not raising the
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 1 dictator's flag.  They're raising

 2 their freedom flag, and we did that

 3 prior to the new rule that came out.

 4 And so, we had a conversation about

 5 the fact that Council through

 6 resolution did pass the flag raising,

 7 recognized the flag and it was done

 8 prior to the new rule.  But as it

 9 turned out, the Administration did not

10 recognize Council's resolution.

11          I think the real issue here

12 is that we have three equal but

13 separate branches of government.

14 There's nothing in the Code about

15 raising flags.  There just isn't.  And

16 we have been doing this and then

17 suddenly, the Administration has

18 decided to lay out some rules, and

19 that's fine for them.

20          But when they do not

21 recognize a Council resolution that's

22 passed unanimously, I think that

23 raises a very serious issue and, that

24 is, that all three branches of

25 government co-exist in this building.
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 1 We have courts, not only Philadelphia

 2 courts, but we have state courts in

 3 this building.  We have all of City

 4 Council and we have the executive

 5 branch, the Mayor.

 6          And so, rather than just

 7 simply say -- I think we've lost our

 8 Chairman.  He seems a little frozen.

 9 I'll wait to see if he comes back.

10          COUNCILMAN JONES:  So I'm

11 here, Councilman Oh.  You can

12 continue.

13          COUNCILMAN OH:  Okay.  I'll

14 continue on.  So I think the issue is

15 that if we codify, if we now put in

16 the Code so that we don't have changes

17 Mayor to Mayor, Administration to

18 Administration.  The ordinance

19 basically says that all of this shall

20 be done by the Administration through

21 the Office of City Representative.

22          However, when Council passes

23 a resolution, then we shall raise that

24 flag as well.  That way we can

25 co-exist in determining what flags
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 1 shall be raised.  And that will I

 2 believe provide a lot of clarity in

 3 terms of what is the authority to

 4 raise flags in the City of

 5 Philadelphia.  So that's --

 6          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Excuse

 7 me one second, Councilmember Oh.

 8          Modesto, was there some type

 9 of technical difficulty?

10          COUNCILMAN OH:  Chairman, you

11 froze.  So I did wait for you, but you

12 were taking a little while.

13          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Yeah.

14 All of a sudden I was gone and the

15 meeting wasn't there anymore, and then

16 I just rejoined it so I'm not sure.

17          COUNCILMAN OH:  I'm going to

18 summarize with this, basically there

19 are separate but equal branches of

20 government.  We have different roles.

21 There was nothing in the Code about

22 how we do this.  We had been doing it,

23 and the Administration decided to do

24 it a certain which is fine, except now

25 they're not recognizing Council when
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 1 we pass a resolution.

 2          And I think it's important

 3 that while the Administration does

 4 have the authority and handles flag

 5 raising.  But when we pass a

 6 resolution, those flags shall be

 7 raised and recognized as well.  So

 8 what I did is I codified it under this

 9 bill that empowers the Administration

10 to have a process, but it does

11 recognize when Council passes a

12 resolution to raise a flag, we may

13 have very different views on this and

14 each Councilperson, there's 10

15 different Districts with different

16 communities.  We have different

17 engagements.

18          And again, you might have

19 missed the part where I said the

20 nation of Belarus elected

21 democratically its first I believe

22 female President.  The existing

23 President then became a dictator, did

24 not recognize her, she fled the

25 country, and adopted his own flag.
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 1          So they're not going to

 2 celebrate under that flag.  They're

 3 not going to do anything under that

 4 flag.  That isn't a flag that they're

 5 going to do anything under.  Same with

 6 our South Vietnamese population, our

 7 veterans who serve in Vietnam during

 8 the war.  They are recognizing a flag

 9 that's been recognized by other states

10 and counties and cities, and here in

11 Philadelphia we recognize the

12 Vietnamese Freedom and Heritage flag.

13 So I think that may be a difference

14 between where we are and where the

15 Administration is.

16          But I don't think there is

17 any harm to the Administration because

18 they are not approving these flags.

19 We are.  I have a memo from the Law

20 Department that we circulated that

21 they find this bill to not be in

22 contradiction of how things are being

23 done and they have been done this way

24 since we started flag raisings.

25          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank
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 1 you.  Thank you, Councilmember.  And I

 2 apologize for that technical

 3 difficulty.  And I know --

 4          COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you

 5 very much.

 6          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

 7 you.  Councilmember Jones, I know you

 8 had a question.

 9          COUNCILMAN JONES:  Yes.  And

10 thank you, Member Oh, for the insight

11 to the international ramifications of

12 these flag raisings.  I had no idea

13 they could be that intriguing and

14 complicated.  So thank you for that,

15 Member Oh --

16          COUNCILMAN OH:

17 Councilmember, can I bring it back to

18 Philadelphia for a second.  We have

19 the second largest Ukranian population

20 in the nation here in Philadelphia.

21 If the Ukraine were to fall and the

22 flag was altered under a dictatorship,

23 you will not find Ukrainians under

24 that flag.  They will be raising the

25 flag that is flying now.



COMMERCE/ECONOMIC 27 
2/3/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1          I think flags while they are

 2 foreign in nature, I just did the

 3 Caribbean Festival over the summer,

 4 flags flying everywhere.  It's a

 5 symbol of Philadelphians who rally as

 6 a people to say we're Americans, we're

 7 here in America, we're here in

 8 Philadelphia, but it is sensitive.

 9 Thank you.

10          COUNCILMAN JONES:  I

11 appreciate that sentiment and insight.

12 I really do.  My question is more of

13 an issue of uniformity.  And so, the

14 question becomes do some flag raisings

15 because of their nature, intrigue and

16 quite frankly security risk cost more

17 than others, and that's of the City of

18 Philadelphia?

19          So for example, using our

20 example, if the Ukraine were to raise

21 their flag and Russia might object to

22 that, does that constitute a greater

23 security risk for us here in

24 Philadelphia?  And I just want to get

25 some insight to whether or not that is
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 1 a factor in some of these flag

 2 raisings.

 3          COUNCILMAN OH:  I think it is

 4 a factor in the sense that -- not, per

 5 se, the flag of the Ukraine because

 6 we've flown that many times.  I think

 7 there are sensitive issues, and right

 8 now it falls on the Administration.

 9 If a Councilmember were to introduce a

10 bill of great controversy, they will

11 take on that problem politically.

12          However, I do think that

13 under the current process we have one

14 flag right now that we flag every

15 year.  That is the flag of South

16 Vietnam.  It is flying at the Vietnam

17 Memorial right now and in other places

18 all over this country.  We have it at,

19 for example, shopping centers.

20          So the population here does

21 want us to raise the Flag of Freedom

22 and Heritage for South Vietnam.  And

23 to suddenly stop, that is a problem

24 for them.  And for the country of the

25 Belarus, it is a problem as well.  But
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 1 I think rather than not raising flags

 2 or coming up with rules that prevent a

 3 case-by-case review by the

 4 legislature -- because I think this is

 5 a separation of powers.

 6          Like in Washington, the White

 7 House is the President, the Capitol is

 8 the Congress and the Supreme Court is

 9 the judicial.  But we're all in one

10 building here, and I think it's a

11 very -- we have to work out a way

12 where legislature can represent their

13 constituents, the people of

14 Philadelphia, while the

15 Administration, you know, apply its

16 policies.  They do have to co-exist.

17          COUNCILMAN JONES:  I'm

18 totally on board with that uniformity.

19 The only question I have,

20 Mr. Chairman, is, is there an added

21 cost from one raising to another and

22 who assumes the cost of security in

23 those cases?  So that's for the

24 Administration.

25          MS. HUGHES:  Amy, do you want
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 1 to answer that or --

 2          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Yeah.

 3 Just state your name for the record

 4 and then proceed.

 5          MS. HUGHES:  Oh, I'm so

 6 sorry.  This is Margaret Hughes.  I'm

 7 First Deputy City Representative.  And

 8 my understanding, Councilperson Jones,

 9 is that we have been using civil

10 affairs for I think routinely.  It

11 doesn't matter whether it was a

12 controversial political situation or

13 not, but I believe they're constantly

14 with us in some degree.

15          And for certain flag

16 raisings, we have additional civil

17 affairs beyond the normal one or two

18 that generally come.  And given

19 that -- if you heard Amy's testimony

20 that we keep the flag raisings within

21 the confines within sort of the normal

22 business day, I don't believe without

23 checking first with our folks in the

24 Office of Special Events or elsewhere

25 in the permitting process, I believe
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 1 that that cost is not outside --

 2 there's no additional cost during the

 3 regular day were we to have this at

 4 different times, whereas you noted if

 5 there was something more outside the

 6 realm of the normal political

 7 situation such as you gave a good

 8 example, of course, Ukraine and

 9 Russia.  Yes, and it's entirely

10 possible that that would incur cost

11 and the Administration would be

12 bearing the cost of that, I believe --

13          COUNCILMAN JONES:

14 Mr. Chairman, if they would provide to

15 you over the last year any cases where

16 we had additional costs due to

17 additional security, that would be

18 helpful for me.  I am for this bill at

19 whatever cost, but I would like to be

20 conscious, Mr. Chairman, of those

21 costs.  Thank you.

22          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

23 you, Councilmember Jones.  And when we

24 receive that information, we'll send

25 it out to the Committee.
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 1          Are there any other

 2 questions?

 3               (No response.)

 4          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

 5 none, Liz, next panel to testify.

 6          THE CLERK:  The next panel is

 7 Serge Shaliga, Nadzeya Norton,

 8 Vladimir Charnowsky, Natalia

 9 Hatkowski, Mariya Efanova, Yvonne

10 Bocharenko, Valeri Murashko, Angelica

11 Zaitseva.

12          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

13 you, Liz.  If you could just read the

14 first person to testify if they're

15 connected so they could state their

16 name for the record, and then we'll go

17 from there.

18          THE CLERK:  Sure.  Serge

19 Shaliga.

20          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Serge,

21 if you're available, just state your

22 name and then proceed with your

23 testimony.

24          MR. SHALIGA:  Serge Shaliga

25 is here.  Can you hear me?
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 1          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Yes, we

 2 hear you fine.  Please proceed with

 3 your testimony.  Thank you for being

 4 here.

 5          MR. SHALIGA:  Good morning.

 6 Good morning, everyone.  Good morning

 7 to your Councilmembers.  Again, my

 8 name is Serge Shaliga.  I represent

 9 Belarusian community on this

10 testimony.

11          I want to thank Councilmember

12 David Oh for a very detailed summary

13 of what's going on in Belarus and why

14 we have this situation with the flags,

15 why only the white-red flag is

16 recognized by majority of our

17 community here in Philadelphia.  So I

18 will skip that historical part and

19 will go directly to the topic.

20          Our community is a growing

21 community in Philadelphia.  We would

22 like to become a part of

23 Philadelphia's family of nations.  And

24 exactly as David stated, coming from

25 that environment where government is
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 1 not helping people but more going

 2 against them, most of Belarusians, we

 3 are afraid of even communicating with

 4 City Administration, go to the City

 5 Hall.

 6          And this program, the flag

 7 raising program, is a great

 8 opportunity for us to recognize, to

 9 show people, the immigrants, the

10 Americans that in this country in

11 United States government, including

12 the City government is here to work

13 with us, to help us.  And the current

14 City policy where the only way we can

15 have these ceremonies done is by

16 raising the flag of Dictator

17 Lukashenko, this is not acceptable for

18 us.  So that means that we are

19 basically excluded from this program

20 completely.  And this is our problem.

21          So that's why we're asking

22 you to support this bill and allow

23 Belarusian community to raise our

24 historical flag, because this

25 important thing is that the flag that
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 1 we all care about, the white-red-white

 2 is not something new.  This is the

 3 flag of Belarus for centuries and this

 4 is the flag that President Clinton was

 5 holding in his hand when he visited

 6 Belarus in 1994.  So this is the first

 7 and only President of the United

 8 States that visited Belarus.  And when

 9 he visited, he was welcomed by this

10 flag, by the flag of Belarus freedom.

11          So this is all I want to say.

12 Once again, I hope that you will hear

13 us and you will vote positively for

14 this bill.  Thank you very much.

15          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

16 you so much for this testimony.  Much

17 appreciated and we'll hold questions

18 until the whole panel is done

19 testifying.

20          Liz, can you read the next

21 name to testify.

22          THE CLERK:  Nadzeya Norton.

23          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Nadzeya,

24 just state your name for the record

25 and then you can proceed with your
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 1 testimony.  Thank you.

 2          MS. NORTON:  (Muted).

 3          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  You're

 4 muted.  I think you're muted.

 5          MS. NORTON:  (Muted).

 6          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  There

 7 you go -- try it again.

 8          MS. NORTON:  Hello?

 9          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Yes, we

10 have you now.

11          MS. NORTON:  Sorry about that

12 guys.  Hello, everybody.  My name is

13 Nadzeya Norton, and I'm the President

14 of the Association of Belarusians in

15 America, which is a nationwide

16 organization which unites the

17 Belarusians across the U.S.  And thank

18 you very much for having this hearing

19 and I'm happy to make my testimony.

20          So Dear City Council and all

21 the participants, I address the

22 current requests to support the call

23 of the Belarusian community of

24 Philadelphia and approve Bill No.

25 220244, which will allow them to raise
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 1 the historical white-red-white flag on

 2 the City of Philadelphia's flagpole

 3 every year on Belarusian's Freedom Day

 4 of March 25th.

 5          The entire Belarusian

 6 Diaspora around the globe strongly

 7 opposes the current official red-green

 8 flag of Belarus adopted by the Soviet

 9 Communist regime.  This flag

10 symbolizes oppression, systematic

11 abuse of human rights and tyranny

12 during communist times and during the

13 current dictatorship of Alexander

14 Lukashenko.

15          Today this flag wreaks

16 Russian aggressors who launch

17 missiles, bomb bunkers to strike the

18 Ukrainian cities.  I respectfully

19 request the raising of the historical

20 national white-red-white of Belarus,

21 under which Belarus gained its

22 independence from the Russian Empire

23 in 1918 and restored from the USSR in

24 1991.

25          Belarusian Democratic forces
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 1 and the Belarusian community

 2 throughout the world used the white-

 3 red-white flag as a symbol of the

 4 courageous struggle of the Belarusian

 5 people for democracy and freedom.

 6 Under this flag, many Belarusians

 7 defend Ukraine against Russian

 8 aggression.

 9          I will be grateful for your

10 attention and favorable consideration

11 of this request from Belarusians

12 across the City of Philadelphia, the

13 great state of Pennsylvania and the

14 United States of America.  Thank you.

15          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

16 you so much for your testimony.

17          Liz, we'll hold questions

18 again until the panel is completed.

19 Will you please read the next person

20 to testify.

21          THE CLERK:  Vladimir

22 Charnowsky.

23          MR. CHARNOWSKY:  Good

24 afternoon, Mr. Chairman.

25          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  State
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 1 your name and you may proceed.

 2          MR. CHARNOWSKY:  My name is

 3 Vladimir Charnowsky.  Good morning,

 4 Mr. Chairman, Councilmembers and

 5 staff.  I support this bill and I

 6 would like to highlight several

 7 relevant points.  I have already

 8 supplemented my written testimony to

 9 make it short.

10          Number one, any national flag

11 is a symbol that reflects this

12 nation's history, and the current

13 official Belarusian red-green flag is

14 the modification of design adopted in

15 1951 from Soviet Union, while the

16 national flag goes down back to at

17 least 1514, so it's one of the oldest

18 national flags in Europe.

19          Number two, the current

20 official Belarusian flag is a symbol

21 of Russian Imperial dominance and

22 colonial occupation, and Belarusians

23 know speaking your native language in

24 public places is not safe, the Russian

25 language only.  Number three,
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 1 additionally since 2020 the official

 2 flag became a symbol of depression and

 3 retribution.  And since February 2022,

 4 the official flag became also a symbol

 5 of participation in Putin's war

 6 against Ukraine.

 7          Number four, the national

 8 flag is a symbol of fight for freedom.

 9 And freedom is not free.  A little

10 known fact, one of those many brutal

11 Russian invasions in the 17th century

12 caused life of half of population of

13 Belarus, like 50 percent.

14          Surprisingly, the people who

15 recognized the Belarusian official

16 flag feel disgust and hatred.

17 Therefore, I fully approve this

18 legislation.  Thank you for this

19 opportunity to speak and I am happy to

20 answer any questions you may have.

21          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

22 you so much for your testimony.

23          Liz, can you please read the

24 next person to testify.

25          THE CLERK:  We're going to
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 1 jump up, Mr. Joe Tran from the third

 2 panel to now, and then we will get

 3 back to Natalia, if that's possible.

 4          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

 5 you, Joe.  If you want state your name

 6 for the record, then you can proceed

 7 with your testimony.

 8          MR. TRAN:  Yes, sir.  Joseph

 9 Tran.

10          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

11 proceed.

12          MR. TRAN:  Sure.  Good

13 afternoon, Councilmembers.  Thank you

14 again for this opportunity.  Very

15 grateful to be speaking here today

16 representing both the Vietnamese

17 American community of Pennsylvania and

18 Philadelphia.

19          The Vietnamese American

20 community are people of immigrants and

21 children of immigrants, including

22 myself, many of whom who are refugees,

23 who have like many other groups

24 throughout our nation's history come

25 to call the United States our home in
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 1 search of the same values all

 2 Americans hold dear, which is

 3 democracy, freedom and opportunity.

 4          Today there are over 2

 5 million Vietnamese Americans across

 6 the United States with almost 45,000

 7 in Pennsylvania alone and 14,000 here

 8 in Philadelphia respectively.  I'm a

 9 first generation of Vietnamese

10 American who is proud to call Philly

11 my home.  Having been raised and

12 living here my entire life, I'm both

13 grateful for having this opportunity

14 that both America and the City of

15 Brotherly Love have given to both my

16 family and myself.

17          A place that gave my father,

18 who is the current President of the

19 Vietnamese American Community of

20 Pennsylvania, the opportunity to

21 pursue medicine again, and for me to

22 also follow in his footsteps being a

23 student at the Philadelphia College of

24 Osteopathic Medicine, where I

25 currently serve as the Student
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 1 Government President, representing all

 2 of our fine medical and graduate

 3 students.

 4          I come before you today in

 5 support of Councilman David Oh's

 6 Resolution and to ask for your support

 7 to recognize the ability for the

 8 Vietnamese American Heritage Flag to

 9 be recognized as the official flag and

10 to be able to raise and to authorize

11 during ceremonies, official ceremonies

12 and gatherings.

13          The Vietnamese Heritage Flag

14 is more than a symbol of our people in

15 the Diaspora.  It's the embodiment of

16 values and struggles in the fight in

17 the name of freedom, equality and

18 democracy.  It's a value that is

19 shared by us all as Americans and us

20 as free Vietnamese people.

21          As a country and as a City

22 that prides itself with diversity and

23 love and democracy, I humbly ask the

24 City Council to simply recognize this

25 fact for our people as one of the many
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 1 groups that make up this great City

 2 and country.  Thank you again very

 3 much for your time.

 4          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

 5 you so much for your testimony.

 6          Liz, can you read the next

 7 speaker to testify.

 8          THE CLERK:  Natalia

 9 Hatkowski.

10          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Natalia,

11 if you're connected, just state your

12 name again for the record and then

13 proceed with your testimony.

14          MS. HATKOWSKI:  Hi.  My name

15 is Natalia Hatkowski.  I'm a Board

16 member of Belarusian Association of

17 America.  I would like to say good

18 morning and thank you for having me,

19 Councilmembers.  And I would like to

20 testify and I kindly ask the

21 Councilmembers to allow our community

22 in Philadelphia to raise the

23 historical national flag of Belarus in

24 the ceremony by the reasons that the

25 current red-and-green flag that is
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 1 adopted in 1996 by unlawful referendum

 2 by Dictator Lukashenko, it does not

 3 represent the people of Belarus.

 4          During the protest, mass

 5 protest in Belarus where 2 percent of

 6 the whole country population went on

 7 the street, they were all like raising

 8 the white-red-white flags.  This flag

 9 has a big history in Belarus.  It was

10 the official flag during a short

11 period of time of independence, and it

12 does mean a lot for us and for all the

13 immigrants who came to the United

14 States in fear of persecution in

15 Belarus.

16          This is the only flag they

17 can stand by and raise because many of

18 the people actually were sent to the

19 prison just for expressing their

20 opinion and just for wearing the

21 colors of this flag so they cannot

22 support the flag of tyranny and

23 torture, which is the current flag

24 that is recognized by the State

25 Department.  Thank you.
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 1          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

 2 you so much for your testimony.

 3          Liz, please read the next

 4 person to testify.

 5          THE CLERK:  Mariya Efanova.

 6          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Hi,

 7 Mariya.

 8          MS. EFANOVA:  Good morning.

 9 I'm Mariya Efanova.  So why the

10 historical flag is very important for

11 the Belarusian community?  It's

12 because it's a representation of

13 democratic values, freedom and

14 independence.  This flag is rich in

15 positive history for all Belarusians.

16          So the government supported

17 flag which supports Dictator

18 Lukashenko represents the communist

19 past of the Republic of Belarus when

20 the country was in Soviet Union.  The

21 historical flag represents democratic

22 movements, culture, history,

23 Belarusian language, society and

24 Belarusian people.

25          The governmental flag
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 1 represents the dictatorship of

 2 Lukashenko, Soviet past communism,

 3 relationship with Putin, KGB and war

 4 with the Ukrainians.  So we are

 5 Belarusians in the United States

 6 choosing democratic values.  That is

 7 why white-red-white flag is very

 8 important for us and for our

 9 Belarusian community.  Thank you.

10          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

11 you so much for your testimony.

12          Liz, can you please read the

13 next speaker's name.

14          THE CLERK:  Yvonne

15 Bocharenko.

16          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Yvonne,

17 if you're available, state your name

18 for the record and then you can

19 proceed with your testimony.

20               (No response.)

21          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

22 Yvonne, if you're not there, Liz, do

23 you want to go back to him and then

24 read the next person.

25          THE CLERK:  Valeri Murashko.
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 1          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Valeri,

 2 are you connected and available?

 3          MR. MURASHKO:  (Muted).

 4          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  I think

 5 you're muted, Val.

 6          MR. MURASHKO:  (Muted).

 7          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Val, we

 8 still -- I see you speaking.

 9          Modesto, are we able to --

10 oh, there you go.

11          MR. MURASHKO:  Can you hear

12 me now?

13          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Yeah, we

14 hear you now.

15          MR. MURASHKO:  Okay.  Thank

16 you for this opportunity.  I will give

17 you a brief review of the relations

18 between those two flags and you will

19 understand that it is even --

20          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Val,

21 before you start, can you just state

22 your name again for the record.

23          MR. MURASHKO:  Okay.  My name

24 is Valeri Murashko.  So I will give

25 you a brief history of the national
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 1 symbols.  From early Middle Ages

 2 symbols, I did find people and state

 3 being in existence on the lands of

 4 nowadays Belarus where three striped

 5 white-red-white flag and emblem

 6 depicting horserider with a sword and

 7 a shield, black with unique six-ended

 8 cross.

 9          The long historical periods'

10 changes, this state existed

11 independently under the name of the

12 great Ukrainian Lithuanian (inaudible)

13 as well as voluntarily unified state,

14 (inaudible) enveloping Polish and

15 Belarusian people.  But those times

16 later where known as lead winds.  The

17 (inaudible) name was retrieved for the

18 Polish state after Polish people have

19 gotten independence from Russia in

20 1918.

21          The Belarusian ethnic and

22 historical white-red-white flag is

23 related to two striped Polish red-and-

24 white flag.  Belarusian authentic,

25 ethnic and historical emblem resembles
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 1 the current state emblem of the

 2 Lithuanian Republic.  This is quite

 3 national as our nations are closely

 4 related and live side-by-side for many

 5 centuries.

 6          In 1793 under threat of

 7 actions by overwhelming armed forces,

 8 the last split of (inaudible) between

 9 three empires, German, Austria-Hungary

10 and Russian was enacted.  This had led

11 to incorporation of lands currently

12 named as Belarus into Russia Empire,

13 afterwards Soviet Union, which lasted

14 until 1991.

15          Flag of Belarusian Republic

16 as a republic as a component of Soviet

17 Union in the form of red-and-green.

18 That was adopted in the formal act by

19 Soviet Union and its communist

20 authorities in Moscow in 1951 as well

21 as the emblem, last revision of 1981,

22 closely resembling that of the Soviet

23 Union.

24          After the Soviet Union has

25 ended as the state entity in 1991, all
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 1 states formerly conquered by Russia

 2 Empire as well as Soviet Russia formed

 3 back and achieved their historical

 4 national symbols, Belarus was no

 5 exception.  In 1991, Belarusian

 6 parliament has adopted national white-

 7 red-white flag and emblem Pahonia as

 8 national state official symbols.

 9          These official national state

10 symbols existed until 1995 when

11 President Lukashenko changed them back

12 to those of Soviet era.  Massive

13 popular unrest and the white-red-white

14 flag lasting for months in 2020 along

15 entire Belarus after regular set of

16 Lukashenko's power through elections

17 caricature, evidently show that merely

18 this flag is ethnically identical,

19 authentic and deeply respected by

20 Belarusian people.

21          Red-and-green flag of the

22 Republic of Belarus which was adopted

23 back in 1995 against the Constitution

24 and law by President Lukashenko's

25 force since then has been used as an
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 1 official Belarusian flag.  The flag is

 2 almost identical to that of Belarusian

 3 Republic within the Soviet Union.

 4          This shaky and doubtful

 5 communist symbol evidently outliving

 6 its times does represent Lukashenko's

 7 oppressive regime and its communist

 8 predecessors.  This flag also

 9 symbolizes communist regime's crimes

10 within the Soviet Union as well as

11 many years of Cold War.  This flag

12 does symbolize not the people, but the

13 regime suppressing people and produces

14 feelings of pain and bewilderment.

15 Thank you very much.

16          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

17 you so much for your testimony.

18          Liz, can you please read the

19 next name to testify.

20          THE CLERK:  Angelica

21 Zaitseva.

22          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:

23 Angelica, just state your name and

24 then proceed with your testimony.

25          MR. ZAITSEVA:  Good
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 1 afternoon, Mr. Chairman and the

 2 Councilmembers.  My name is Angelica

 3 Zaitseva.  I am a journalist of the

 4 Greatest Belarusian mass media could

 5 buy that was destroyed by Lukashenko.

 6 I really appreciate you for having me

 7 at this public hearing.  It's a big

 8 honor to provide testimony in support

 9 to establish standards for flag

10 raising ceremonies.

11          Yes, I support this

12 legislation as many of Belarusian

13 citizens do.  We, Belarusians, support

14 it because for us now this is one of a

15 few legal ways to speak and to be

16 heard.  Unfortunately, Belarusian

17 voices now are drowned out with the

18 clang of the Lukashenko repressive

19 machine and the rumble of the war in

20 Ukraine.  But our voices must not be

21 ignored, I think.

22          Our voices say Belarusians

23 stand for democracy, liberty and

24 freedom.  We as a nation have been

25 standing for these values for years
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 1 and our white-red-white flag is a

 2 symbol of these main principles,

 3 believe and follow.  It's our

 4 Belarusian historical flag with a 105

 5 years history that has been being an

 6 official symbol of the country for

 7 only four years.

 8          Our white-red-white flag says

 9 we are civilized Belarusians who want

10 to live in the Democratic Republic of

11 Belarus.  Our white-red-white flag

12 says we have nothing in common with

13 Lukashenko and his dictatorship.  We

14 have nothing in common with all crimes

15 that Dictator Lukashenko and his

16 regime do.  We, Belarusians, are

17 against Lukashenko and we fight him in

18 August 2020.

19          The whole world saw the

20 photos and the videos of the

21 Belarusian protest against

22 Lukashenko's lies, falsifications

23 cruelty.  I was there among people who

24 asked for justice and who submitted

25 that (inaudible) is our chosen
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 1 president.  I talked to the people I

 2 was doing my job as a journalist and I

 3 saw and I felt the police run wild.

 4          Belarusians raised the white-

 5 red-white flag as a symbol of our

 6 standing against bloody dictator and

 7 his government.  Our white-red-white

 8 flag is a symbol of our unity we,

 9 Americans, can stand in for democracy

10 and liberty and freedom.  Standing for

11 democracy is a crime there that

12 Lukashenko provides now.  According to

13 him, standing for democracy, honest to

14 liberty is extremism and terrorism.

15 That's why for Belarusians the cost of

16 standing for democracy is terrible.

17          What does this cost?  Well,

18 it's more than 11,000 criminal cases

19 for political reasons appeared in

20 recent two years.  Thousands of

21 Belarusians were thrown into prisons.

22 They were beaten in the prisons and in

23 the police offices.  Some of them were

24 killed and we have the proof of it.

25 1,433 people are political prisoners
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 1 in Belarus now.  This is the data

 2 according to human rights activist.

 3          And about 100,000 Belarusians

 4 were made to leave their motherland in

 5 a hurry and ask for political asylum

 6 in other countries.  I was among them.

 7 That's why I'm here now with no

 8 family, no home, no job, no friends,

 9 and this is the cost I paid for

10 standing for democracy in Belarus.

11 And many Belarusians did the same.

12          Well, being here in the USA

13 means for us Belarusians to have

14 future.  You gave us a possibility to

15 fight for democracy and freedom in

16 Belarus any way we have, and raising

17 our white-red-white flag is one of the

18 ways because this way, we show people

19 in Belarus that we are together and we

20 didn't give up.

21          There's nothing more to ask

22 you except one thing, please support

23 this legislation.  It will cost

24 nothing for you to say yes.  It's a

25 small world is the word for huge
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 1 support of democracy, liberty and

 2 freedom in Belarus.  Thank you.

 3          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

 4 you for your testimony.

 5          Liz, can you please read the

 6 next speaker to testify.

 7          THE CLERK:  The next panel is

 8 Vicky Ung, John Scott McAllister, Anh

 9 Ly and Le-Quyen Vu.  We will begin

10 with Vicky Ung.

11          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

12 you, Vicky.  Just state your name

13 and --

14          MS. UNG:  My name is Vicky

15 Ung.  I'm President of Vietnamese

16 American Community in Philadelphia.  I

17 would like to thank the City of

18 Philadelphia for allowing our

19 community to display the South Vietnam

20 flag over the past several years.

21 It's a symbolic gesture that should be

22 continued.  The South Vietnam Flag is

23 the identity of Vietnamese American

24 community.  Recognize it can

25 acknowledge and contribution to the
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 1 experience nearly 16,000 Vietnamese

 2 American taxpayers.  This is the same

 3 flag that flies high at Vietnamese

 4 (inaudible) and throughout the

 5 Vietnamese business district on 6th

 6 Avenue and Washington Avenue, at the

 7 Vietnam Veteran Memorial where it's

 8 paired with the USA Flag and

 9 everywhere else in the City.

10          Besides paying the tax and

11 being a dutiful citizen, Vietnamese

12 Americans have served in U.S. Army,

13 Navy, Air Force for Vietnamese who

14 have lost their life in Iraq and

15 Afghanistan for America.  The City

16 should honor these fine Vietnamese

17 American servicemen and their origin

18 by displaying the South Vietnam Flag.

19          Remember, 58,000 servicemen

20 died.  Hundreds of thousands are

21 disabled and also still 1600 are still

22 missing in action in Vietnam.  Let's

23 raise the yellow flag at City Hall to

24 pay the homage to the bravery and

25 service of Vietnam vets and raise
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 1 aware for those still missing.  The

 2 City of Philadelphia have duty to

 3 remember 648 sons ultimate sacrifice

 4 is not in vain  Hopefully, some day

 5 we'll find a tray of all missing

 6 servicemen.  We must not forget about

 7 them.  They are an unsung hero.

 8          During Vietnam War, many

 9 Vietnamese Philadelphians fought along

10 with U.S. servicemen.  When the war is

11 ending, those who fought with or

12 worked with the U.S., they are in

13 prison and suffered years in communist

14 re-education camp.  They were nearly

15 starved to death.  They were stripped

16 of their assets and changed entirely

17 way of their lives.

18          The yellow flag symbolizes

19 where we come from and our fight for

20 the free society.  I am a survivor of

21 Vietnamese War.  For this survivor,

22 the current risen red flag with a

23 yellow star in the middle elicits

24 anger and profound sense of loss.  I

25 have heard so many stories of
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 1 communist abuse, which Vietnamese

 2 government have never apologized or

 3 firmly acknowledged.

 4          I urge you to pass Bill

 5 220244 to allow, display the South

 6 Vietnam Flag.  We recognize the

 7 history and cultural significance of

 8 the Vietnamese community and honor the

 9 sacrifice of Vietnam veterans and

10 Vietnamese American servicemen.  We

11 are grateful to Councilman David Oh

12 for introducing Bill No. 220244.

13          On behalf of the Vietnamese,

14 we thank you for listening to us and

15 thank you again for Member Committee

16 and hopefully the bill will pass.

17 Thank you.

18          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

19 you so much, Vicky, for your

20 testimony.  Much appreciated.

21          Liz, the next person to

22 testify.

23          THE CLERK:  John Scott

24 McAllister.

25          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Hey,
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 1 John.  I see you up on there.  So just

 2 state your name for the record and

 3 then proceed with your testimony.

 4          MR. McALLISTER:  I am John

 5 Scott McAllister and I am testifying

 6 to strongly urge Council to support

 7 Councilman David Oh's Bill No. 220244.

 8 I am a lifelong Philadelphian who is

 9 proud of our City and want to see it

10 thrive.  I'm also a U.S. Marine Corps

11 Captain and a Vietnam veteran.

12          I am proud to serve on the

13 Board of Directors for the

14 Philadelphia Vietnam Veterans

15 Memorial, which honors the 648

16 Philadelphia servicemen who were

17 killed in Vietnam.  At the Memorial,

18 we fly the American Flag and the

19 Vietnamese Heritage and Freedom Flag,

20 the yellow one with three stripes.  We

21 fly those flags side-by-side every day

22 to represent the shared service and

23 sacrifice of the U.S. and ARVN Armed

24 Forces.

25          We ask that you do the same
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 1 at your April 30th event.  Flying the

 2 Heritage and Freedom Flag commemorates

 3 a historical event which the

 4 Vietnamese community honors.  On April

 5 30th, we mourned the terrible losses

 6 sustained by the Vietnamese people

 7 during the war and the horrific

 8 treatment they received from the

 9 oppressive communist regime after the

10 fall of Saigon on April 30, 1975.

11          We also commemorate the

12 successful journeys to freedom made by

13 the Philadelphia Vietnamese American

14 Community.  In raising the Vietnamese

15 Heritage and Freedom Flag at the flag

16 raising ceremony, you demonstrate that

17 the Philadelphia City Council

18 understands and appreciates the

19 courage, heroism and endurance shown

20 by the Philadelphia Vietnamese

21 American Community in the face of

22 tyranny and danger.

23          Besides their courage and

24 thirst for freedom, allow me to share

25 two other key things I've learned from
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 1 my Vietnamese American friends.  I've

 2 learned that the Vietnamese Heritage

 3 and Freedom Flag is the passionate

 4 symbol for freedom lost and freedom

 5 regained.  And I've learned about

 6 their heartfelt appreciation for

 7 Vietnam veterans.  One person

 8 expressed it this way:  We thank you

 9 for leaving your loved ones to come to

10 our country and help ours.

11          Since arriving in

12 Philadelphia, the Vietnamese American

13 community has asked for little but

14 contributed much.  The same generation

15 of Vietnamese who came here with

16 nothing now thrive.  They are our

17 dentists, doctors and pharmacists,

18 lawyers, educators, business men and

19 women.  Education and hard work were

20 stressed by these families.

21 Consequently, their children have

22 become next generation from Vietnamese

23 Americans to enter these professions.

24 And this virtuous cycle of

25 contributing to the social, economic
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 1 development of Philadelphia continues

 2 to through the third generation.

 3          The notion of flying the

 4 State Department-recognized flag of

 5 the socialist republic of Vietnam, the

 6 red one with the yellow star, to

 7 commemorate April 30th is outrageous.

 8 It is a painful insult to Vietnamese

 9 Americans and it dishonors the memory

10 of the United States and ARVN veterans

11 who served and died in Vietnam.

12          I encourage you to do the

13 right and honorable thing and fly the

14 Vietnamese Heritage and Freedom Flag

15 at future flag raising ceremonies.  To

16 conclude, I have two short videos,

17 that they total four minutes.  In them

18 you'll see the stories of what many of

19 our neighbors did to get to

20 Philadelphia, what they've done with

21 their lives since and then why their

22 Heritage and Freedom Flag means so

23 much to them.  You'll actually see in

24 the videos two people who are

25 testifying today, Vicky Ung who you
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 1 just heard from and Dr. Anh Ly.

 2          Liz, would you please run the

 3 first video, Escape for Vietnam?

 4               (No response.)

 5          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Liz, do

 6 we have access to that?

 7               (No response.)

 8          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Liz, are

 9 you connected?  Liz?

10          THE CLERK:  Yes.  Is it not

11 sharing?

12          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  No.

13          THE CLERK:  Okay.  Let me try

14 one more time.

15          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All

16 right.  Vladimir, I think you're

17 unmuted there, if you would like to

18 mute yourself.  Thank you.

19          Liz, it's still not sharing.

20          MR. McALLISTER:  It worked

21 fine before the --

22          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Yeah,

23 that's the way it always work.

24          MR. McALLISTER:  -- when Liz

25 tested it out.
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 1          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  When you

 2 test it, it works.  When it's time to

 3 perform, it doesn't.

 4          MR. McALLISTER:  Well, this

 5 will give me a minute to thank you,

 6 Mr. Chairman and Councilman Oh, for

 7 being such long-time supporters of

 8 veterans in the Philadelphia

 9 community.  Thank you.

10          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

11 you for your service, and thank you

12 for all you do for us.  Much

13 appreciated.

14          Liz, I'm not sure if we're

15 going to be able to view that right

16 now, if we can try to queue that up.

17 I know we have a lot more people to

18 testify.

19          THE CLERK:  Yeah, it worked

20 in our test run, but I'll be sure to

21 circulate it to Committee members and

22 their staff.

23          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

24 Sorry about that.  Maybe if we get it

25 up and running, we can show it before
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 1 the end of the hearing.

 2          THE CLERK:  Okay.  I'll try.

 3          MR. McALLISTER:  That would

 4 be great.  Thank you.

 5          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All

 6 right.  Thank you, John.  Thank you

 7 for your testimony.

 8          Liz, can we please read the

 9 next person to testify.

10          THE CLERK:  Anh Ly.

11          DR. LY:  Okay.  Can everybody

12 hear me now?

13          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  We hear

14 you -- there's a little echo, Anh, but

15 we can hear you.  If you want to just

16 state your name and then testify.

17          COUNCILMAN JONES:  Excuse me,

18 Mr. Chairman --

19          DR. LY:  Okay.  I think I had

20 both my phone --

21          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Hold on,

22 hold on.  Hold on one second, Anh.

23          DR. LY:  Can everybody hear

24 me okay?

25          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Anh,
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 1 hold on one second.  I apologize.

 2 Councilmember Jones.

 3          COUNCILMAN JONES:  Yes,

 4 Mr. Chairman.  I have to excuse

 5 myself --

 6          DR. LY:  I don't think I can

 7 hear myself.

 8          COUNCILMAN JONES:  I have to

 9 excuse myself from this hearing.  I

10 want to be recorded as voting aye.

11          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

12 you.  Thank you, Councilmember Jones.

13          COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you.

14          DR. LY:  I don't have sound.

15 Can you pass it and I will fix my

16 microphone and then I'll get back on.

17 Sorry about that.

18          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  We hear

19 you.  We hear you, Anh.  I'm not sure

20 you can hear us.

21          Liz, can we see if Anh can

22 correct her technology.

23          THE CLERK:  Yeah, I just

24 admitted her other account.  I think

25 it would be best to --
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 1          DR. LY:  May I speak now,

 2 yes?

 3          THE CLERK:  Sure.

 4          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  (Nodded

 5 affirmatively).

 6          DR. LY:  Okay.  I can't quite

 7 hear everybody, but I will just speak

 8 now.  Okay.  So good morning,

 9 Mr. Chairman, Councilmembers.  My name

10 is Dr. Anh Ly, a practicing dentist

11 and business owner in Philadelphia for

12 27 years.  I am a proud Vietnamese

13 American citizen and a proud

14 Philadelphia resident for the past 36

15 years.

16          Philadelphia is a wonderful

17 metropolitan city with a diverse

18 population, which consists of many

19 different ethnic groups including the

20 Vietnamese Americans.  As a community,

21 we contribute significantly to the

22 social and economic development of the

23 City of Philadelphia.

24          Now, Councilman Mark Squilla

25 knows this very well.  He is very
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 1 familiar with Washington Avenue in

 2 South Philadelphia, how it is very

 3 commercially developed today and it is

 4 known as little Saigon in Philly.  But

 5 the Vietnamese Americans never forget

 6 the reason why we fled the communist

 7 regime.

 8          We couldn't endure the

 9 oppression and the retaliation under

10 the authoritarian government.  We went

11 through so many hardships to gain our

12 newfound freedom.  We truly appreciate

13 and value the liberty and the

14 democracy America has offered its

15 citizens.  As a duty of American

16 citizens and as a token of thanks, we

17 vow to work very hard to pay back to

18 the American people who welcomed us

19 with open arms and to pay back to this

20 beautiful city, which has been home

21 for so many fortunate immigrants like

22 myself.

23          While embracing the new

24 culture in America, we never forget

25 our roots.  We carry in our heart the
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 1 yellow flag with three red strikes,

 2 which is known as the Heritage and

 3 Freedom Flag to the Vietnamese

 4 American who live abroad.  It is

 5 important to the Vietnamese community

 6 to be able to honor the yellow flag

 7 with the three red stripes, which

 8 represent the Vietnamese overseas,

 9 particularly the Vietnamese Americans

10 who live in Philadelphia and the

11 tristate area.

12          I sincerely urge the City

13 Councilmembers to consider our wish to

14 be able to once again fly our Heritage

15 Flag at City Hall on April 30th every

16 year to commemorate our ancestors and

17 to celebrate our cultural heritage.

18 And last but not least, I would like

19 to thank Councilman David Oh for

20 sponsoring this bill, and thank you

21 all for your attention.

22          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  (Muted).

23          COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you.

24 Chairman, you're muted.

25          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  I just
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 1 realized that.  Thank you, Doctor.  I

 2 really do appreciate that testimony.

 3          Liz, can we read the next

 4 speaker to testify.

 5          THE CLERK:  Le-Quyen Vu.

 6          MS. VU:  Good morning,

 7 Councilman Oh.  Good morning,

 8 Councilman Squilla.  And good morning

 9 to all the Councilmembers who are on

10 this Committee.  I thank you for

11 giving me the opportunity to speak

12 today.  I am a Vietnamese refugee.

13 But I am coming to you today as an

14 Executive Director of the Indochinese

15 American Council in Philadelphia

16 region.  We see immigrants and refugee

17 in Philadelphia region.  So every day

18 I hear the story of how they get here.

19 They sacrifice.

20          So my speech today is not

21 about my own story, because my

22 colleague, my elderly have already

23 speak on behalf of the Vietnamese

24 community.  I would like you to think

25 of the reason why all of these flags
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 1 that represent freedom from people of

 2 their own origin need to be recognized

 3 at City Hall and need to be raised the

 4 same way that we raise any other

 5 symbols.

 6          Philadelphia is the

 7 birthplace of freedom.  Philadelphia

 8 is the City of Brotherlyhood.

 9 Philadelphia is also not afraid to be

10 a sanctuary city.  Therefore, we need

11 to step up, we need to represent

12 freedom and we need to be the leader

13 for the entire country.  In the case

14 of the Vietnamese Flag, we're not the

15 first.

16          The flag has already been

17 recognized by many states and even the

18 state of Pennsylvania.  So what we

19 need the people to be able to do is

20 nothing that the state has not done.

21 However, what I want you to think of

22 is you as City Councilpeople, you are

23 closer to the constituents than the

24 Mayor's Office because you see them

25 when you get home.  You live among the
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 1 constituents that you represent.

 2          Therefore, when the City has

 3 rules that's broken, when the City has

 4 policy unintentionally, not

 5 intentionally, but unintentionally

 6 causing harm or causing pain to

 7 people, you are the last resort and,

 8 therefore, the bill that Councilman Oh

 9 offered today is a way for the

10 constituents to be able to have their

11 grievance and to have their voice

12 put -- in the case of the flag, we

13 have spoken to the Mayor's Office.  We

14 were not able to make change to the

15 policy, but that's not relevant.

16          The relevancy is even if we

17 can make change, like David --

18 Councilman Oh said, we depend on Mayor

19 to Mayor and Mayor, so this resolution

20 is very important.  It unified the

21 rules.  It gives the constituents

22 another way to raise the grievance, so

23 I as an Executive Director of the

24 Indochinese American Council urge City

25 Councilmembers in this Committee to
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 1 support the bill that Councilman Oh

 2 has brought to the Committee.  And I

 3 thank you on behalf of all the

 4 immigrants that are living in

 5 Philadelphia.  Thank you.

 6          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

 7 you so much for your testimony.

 8          Liz, can we read the next

 9 person to testify.

10          THE CLERK:  The last panel is

11 Iryna Mazur and Tadas Brusokas.

12          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  If

13 you're connected, Iryna, just state

14 your name for the record and then

15 proceed with your testimony.

16          MS. MAZUR:  Good morning.  My

17 name is Iryna Mazur.  I'm Honorary

18 Consul of Ukraine in Philadelphia.

19 Pleasure to see you, Chairman,

20 Councilman Oh, Councilmembers and all

21 the attendees.  Thank you so much for

22 this hearing.

23          Before I will speak, I would

24 like to thank you for your support of

25 Ukraine and all the newly arrived
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 1 Ukrainians that arrived to our City.

 2 I see, Mr. Chairman, that you're

 3 wearing a sign of support with Ukraine

 4 on your left wrist.  Thank you so much

 5 personally.

 6          Also, I would like to thank

 7 all of the flag raising ceremonies and

 8 personally Sheila Hess and Margaret

 9 and Robert.  Thank you so much for all

10 your work because what you do and the

11 way how the ceremonies are conducted,

12 they're extremely valuable, extremely

13 sensitive to all of our immigrant

14 communities, not only to Ukranians.

15 Because as you know, many residents of

16 the City here, they're not born in the

17 United States, but they immigrated

18 here and became contributing and

19 productive members of the City of

20 Brotherly Love.

21          What I want to recognize --

22 yes, I want to recognize all the

23 sentiments and valuable arguments

24 stated today by all of the presenting

25 people, but the issue at hand that the
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 1 Councilmembers have today is to decide

 2 factually on the creation of a factual

 3 exemption to establish unified

 4 procedures to flag raising ceremonies,

 5 and I fully recognize the necessity of

 6 having the unified procedure because

 7 every procedure and any kind of

 8 deviation from the procedure creates

 9 precedence that sometimes later call

10 to resolve unnecessary issues,

11 including as it was stated before,

12 issues with particularly financial and

13 other consequences.  But the life is

14 not blue and white and cannot cover

15 all of situations.  And this is why

16 exceptions are created.

17          In order for exception not to

18 be arbitrary, it has to be based on

19 objective facts and supported by

20 lawful and justifiable means.  In my

21 testimony today, I intend to convince

22 you that creating an exception to the

23 established current procedure of flag

24 raising ceremonies at the City Hall

25 property is necessary and reflect the
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 1 views and desires of residents of

 2 Philadelphia that you represent.

 3          So essentially as it was

 4 stated by Councilman Oh, the issue at

 5 hand came recently and it was very

 6 hard because of the desire for Belarus

 7 community to fly their historical and

 8 national flag, and I want to emphasize

 9 again that this flag

10 white-red-and-white -- under this flag

11 President Bill Clinton was greeted in

12 1991 when he visited Belarus.

13          The current official flag of

14 Belarus is the presentation of the

15 Soviet Flag and this is the flag under

16 the Dictator Lukashenko that

17 represents the government that is

18 accomplicing to Putin and kills and

19 tortures innocent people.  I do

20 recognize the diplomatic protocol that

21 establishes diplomatic relations

22 between the countries.  But the

23 Philadelphia City Council does not

24 represent the federal government or

25 does not -- and is not involved in the
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 1 U.S. foreign policies.

 2          Moreover, if you will take a

 3 look into the information stated of

 4 the Department of State as of February

 5 28, 2002, the U.S. Embassy in Minsk in

 6 Belarus suspended all of the

 7 operations in Belarus due to the

 8 current war and invasion of Ukraine.

 9          And last year I personally

10 submitted an inquiry to U.S.

11 Department of State inquiring whether

12 there was any objection.  And as of

13 today, I'm not aware that the

14 Department of State has any objection

15 or even our authority, claiming our

16 authority over decisions of

17 Philadelphia City Council or

18 Philadelphia, our authorities to

19 establish their own procedures.

20          I would like to emphasize

21 that community of the Belarus

22 supported by many other communities,

23 like Ukraine, Georgia, Lithuania,

24 Latvian, Estonia, Uzbek, Kaza, Kyrgyz.

25 We all strongly oppose to the official
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 1 Russian Flag as it represents not only

 2 oppressive dictatorship, torture and

 3 killing of the innocent, political

 4 opposition, oppression and persecution

 5 of people who defend their right to

 6 live in free and democratic country,

 7 if the country is free of communism.

 8          So it's just offensive for

 9 all of us to see this flag and other

10 former Soviet communist flags flying

11 in Philadelphia.  I repeat it's just

12 extremely hurtful and offensive to all

13 of us.  So when the example of Ukraine

14 brought up, yes, Ukraine has its own

15 flag we established in 1991.  It's

16 officially recognized.  But before

17 also they had the Soviet Flag, but

18 nowhere and never did the American

19 Ukrainian community of Philadelphia,

20 you were able to see Ukranian

21 community here under the Soviet flag.

22          We were always under the blue

23 and yellow flags, the true flags of

24 Ukrainian freedom and democracy.  And

25 now, you can see those flags on every



COMMERCE/ECONOMIC 81 
2/3/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1 corner of Philadelphia and everyone is

 2 in support of Ukraine.  But why?  It's

 3 not it's a matter of flag.  It's a

 4 matter of whether you support the

 5 right or wrong, whether you support

 6 democracy and whether you support

 7 liberty.

 8          So I strongly would like to

 9 emphasize that in case of flying the

10 traditional red and white flag, we

11 never had any objections from anyone

12 from the Belarusian community or from

13 other communities, including the

14 Russian community, because thank, God,

15 they do understand the necessity of

16 removing all of the post-Soviet Flags

17 from the City's properties.  No

18 conscious person in the U.S. would

19 object the flying of white red and

20 white traditional in historical

21 Belarusian flags.

22          And I would like to remember

23 you, Councilmembers, that, yes, you do

24 represent people of Philadelphia.  So

25 today you did hear evidence, you did
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 1 hear testimonies in support of

 2 establishing this particular

 3 exception, that when you have evidence

 4 of the work and desire of people that

 5 you represent, you have to take this

 6 matter in consideration and you have

 7 to allow the procedure, which allows

 8 the exception to traditional rules

 9 because voices of communities that you

10 represent, you have to take into

11 account.

12          So I would like to thank you

13 for your attention and I'm looking

14 forward working with you in the

15 future, not only on this matter, on

16 many Ukraine matters or other matters

17 that our community has at hand.  And I

18 wish you a really wonderful day and

19 wonderful weekend.  Thank you.

20          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

21 you so much for your testimony.

22          Liz, are there any others to

23 testify?

24          THE CLERK:  The last witness

25 is Tadas Brusokas.



COMMERCE/ECONOMIC 83 
2/3/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

 2 you, Tadas.  Just state your name for

 3 the record and proceed with your

 4 testimony.

 5          MR. BRUSOKAS:  (Muted).

 6          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Tadas, I

 7 think you're muted.

 8          MR. BRUSOKAS:  Can you hear

 9 me?

10          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  (Nodded

11 affirmatively).

12          MR. BRUSOKAS:  My name is

13 Tadas and I represent the Lithuanian

14 community.  And hello to everyone, all

15 Councilmen, all supporters of

16 Belarusian community.  And for us, I'm

17 talking about all Lithuanians, we've

18 been there.  We know that we

19 actually -- right now it's easier to

20 talk, but we know what this means,

21 freedom.

22          We know what it means on the

23 Soviet Union.  We know what it means

24 democracy.  And I mean, we like highly

25 supporters of Belarusian, people who
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 1 represent the white-red-and-white

 2 flag, which for us it's really

 3 important because I feel it's --

 4 because, like, whatever cities has

 5 this flag, for us it basically

 6 represents the dictatorship life and

 7 all kinds of other bad things, which

 8 like for us was doing and still

 9 associate which -- like, we don't want

10 to see that.  We want to see flags

11 which represent the democracy, which

12 present --

13               (Background

14 interruption.)

15          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  I'm

16 sorry.  I'm sorry.

17          MR. BROSAKOS:  So we as the

18 Lithuanian community, we support this

19 flag.  And basically whatever we can

20 do from our community, we will be

21 willing to assist.  Thank you.

22          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

23 you so much for your testimony.  Much

24 appreciated.  Sorry for that

25 interruption.
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 1          Liz, I know there were two

 2 speakers that we did not get a chance

 3 to hear.  Do you know if they're

 4 available?

 5          THE CLERK:  It looks like

 6 there was one person, Yvonne

 7 Bocharenko and I don't believe he's on

 8 the call.

 9          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

10 Are there any questions for any of the

11 panelists that have spoken today?  And

12 thank you all so much for your

13 testimony.

14               (No response.)

15          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Hearing

16 no further questions from members of

17 this panel, there being no other

18 panels to testify, we'll take a brief

19 break to connect members to a

20 public -- that wish to testify before

21 the bill before the community.

22          Liz, do you know if there are

23 people who are calling in?

24          THE CLERK:  There are two

25 public commenters, Alex Yankowski and
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 1 Yanna Karloch.

 2          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

 3 Modesto, do you know if they are

 4 connected?

 5               (No response.)

 6          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All

 7 right.  Does anybody in IT know if

 8 those folks are connected?

 9          COUNCIL TECH SUPPORT:

10 Mr. Chair, we reached out to both

11 public comment participants and we

12 were not able to connect with them.

13          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

14 Thank you so much.

15          Liz, do we know of anybody

16 else to testify?

17          THE CLERK:  That is everyone.

18 We did have a good amount of written

19 testimony and that was submitted and

20 circulated to Councilmembers and their

21 staff, but no further testimony.

22          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

23 All right.  That will --

24          MR. McALLISTER:

25 Mr. Chairman, John McAllister.  I was
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 1 just checking back to see if the IT

 2 folks or Liz were able to queue up the

 3 two short videos that we have before

 4 we adjourn.

 5          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Liz, do

 6 you want to try that again to see if

 7 you can share?

 8          THE CLERK:  Sure.  Give me

 9 one moment.

10          MR. McALLISTER:  Thank you

11 for your persistence.  I did this

12 because they're very powerful and you

13 get to see people from our community

14 that risked everything in small,

15 overcrowded boats to get here, but

16 what they've done since they arrived

17 and their connection with U.S.

18 servicemen.

19          It's also on our website.  In

20 my written testimony, I have the link,

21 the hyperlink to the longer 20-minute

22 video.  But it's very powerful.

23 And --

24          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  John,

25 thank you --
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 1          MR. McALLISTER:  -- our

 2 neighbors who actually suffered in

 3 those concentration camps.  Vietnamese

 4 called them relocation -- called them

 5 education camps, that were in those

 6 camps for six and eight years.  Thank

 7 you, Chairman.

 8          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

 9 you very much, John.

10          I did see we had before --

11 while Liz is still trying, Margaret,

12 did you want to make a comment or a

13 question?

14          MS. HUGHES:  Yes.  Thank you

15 so much, Councilman Squilla.  When

16 Councilman Oh referenced the memo that

17 the Law Department had presented to

18 him, I noticed and just wanted to

19 share that there was an additional

20 section that the Law Department had

21 placed in the memo that I just wanted

22 to share for clarification because it

23 may help put perspective on the

24 mechanism of this as opposed to the

25 spirit of the bill, which I think we
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 1 all realize is a very noble spirit.

 2          So if you will bear with me

 3 and I appreciate this and respectfully

 4 let me do this.  If Council sought to

 5 direct the work of the City

 6 representative or establish new rules

 7 for flag raising on City property that

 8 conflicted with City practice, such

 9 legislation would exceed Council's

10 authority.

11          And then two Charter sections

12 are notated.  One being Section 4-200,

13 designating City representative as the

14 ceremonial representative of the City

15 responsible for approval of privately

16 organized events located on public

17 property.

18          And then Charter Section

19 5-900 grants Council authority to

20 approve by ordinance certain proposed

21 uses of City properties such as sale

22 acquisition or construction and to

23 assign pursuant to Council's rules

24 space within City Hall.

25          So I just -- I mean, I won't



COMMERCE/ECONOMIC 90 
2/3/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1 go into the whole thing, but I just

 2 want to raise that as a technical

 3 point since the Law Department

 4 probably would want to have some

 5 bearing on whatever the vote outcome

 6 is.  So I'll just leave it there.

 7 Thank you.

 8          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

 9 you so much for your clarification.

10          THE CLERK:  Mr. Chair, I'd

11 like to try one more time to try to

12 share the video and then we will

13 proceed.

14          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

15 There you go.

16          THE CLERK:  Excellent.

17               (Video playing.)

18          THE CLERK:  And then there's

19 one more.

20               (Video playing.)

21          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Liz,

22 thank you so much for sharing that.

23 And, John, thank you for your

24 patience.  Very powerful messaging.

25 Much appreciated.  Thank you.
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 1          MR. McALLISTER:  Thank you,

 2 Mr. Chairman.

 3          And thanks, Liz, for your

 4 persistence.  Appreciate it.

 5          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Is there

 6 any other comments before we close the

 7 hearing?

 8          THE CLERK:  No.

 9          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

10 none, there being no further questions

11 from members of the Committee and no

12 other witnesses to testify on Bill No.

13 220244, I will ask if there is anyone

14 else present at this hearing whose

15 name we did not call and who wishes to

16 offer testimony on the Bill No. that

17 is being considered today, 220244?'

18               (No response.)

19          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Hearing

20 none, I want to thank the panels and

21 witnesses for their participation

22 today.  We value your opinions.  I now

23 invite all panels and witnesses on

24 Bill No. 220244 to please disconnect

25 from the hearing before we go into our
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 1 public meeting.  We will now pause the

 2 proceedings briefly as multiple

 3 participants leave for the hearing.

 4          This concludes the public

 5 hearing of the Committee.  We will now

 6 go into a public meeting to consider

 7 the actions to be taken on the bill

 8 before the Committee today.  We will

 9 now convene the public meeting.

10          Ms. Sweeney, will you please

11 call the roll to take attendance.

12 Members that are in attendance, please

13 indicate that you are present and say

14 a few words so your image appears on

15 the screen.

16          THE CLERK:  Councilmember

17 Brooks.

18          COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Good

19 morning still.  I'm present.

20          THE CLERK:  Councilmember

21 Gauthier.

22          COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Good

23 morning, Mr. Chair.  Present.

24          THE CLERK:  Councilmember

25 Gilmore Richardson.
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 1               (No response.)

 2          THE CLERK:  Councilmember

 3 Johnson.

 4               (No response.)

 5          THE CLERK:  Councilmember

 6 Jones.

 7               (No response.)

 8          THE CLERK:  Councilmember Oh.

 9          COUNCILMAN OH:  I'm present.

10 Thank you.

11          THE CLERK:  Councilmember

12 Squilla.

13          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  I'm

14 present.  Thank you.

15          The Chair will now recognize

16 Councilmember Oh for a motion on Bill

17 No. 220244.

18          COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you

19 very much, Chairman.

20          I move that Bill No. 220244

21 be reported from this Committee with a

22 favorable recommendation and further

23 move that the rules of Council be

24 suspended to permit first reading of

25 this bill at the next session of
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 1 Council.

 2          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Is there

 3 a second?

 4          COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:

 5 Second.

 6          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

 7 you.  The Chair notes for the record

 8 Councilmember Gauthier seconds the

 9 motion.

10          It has been moved and

11 properly seconded that Bill No. 220244

12 be reported from this Committee with a

13 favorable recommendation and further

14 move that the rules of Council be

15 suspended to permit the first reading

16 of this bill at the next session of

17 Council.

18          All those in favor of the

19 motion will signify by saying aye.

20               (Aye.)

21          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Those

22 opposed?

23               (No response.)

24          COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  The ayes

25 have it and the motion carries.
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 1          This will conclude the

 2 business before the Committee on

 3 Commerce and Economic Development on

 4 Bill No. 220244.  Thank you all very

 5 much.  Thank you for your attendance

 6 and thank you to everyone who

 7 testified.  Much appreciated.  Have a

 8 great day.

 9          COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you

10 very much, everybody.

11          COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Thank

12 you.  Have a great day.

13          COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Thank

14 you.  Bye.

15          (Committee on Commerce and

16 Economic Development concluded at

17 11:44 a.m.)

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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 1       C E R T I F I C A T I O N

 2
      I, hereby certify that the

 3
proceedings and evidence noted are contained

 4
fully and accurately in the stenographic

 5
notes taken by me in the foregoing matter,

 6
and this is a correct transcript of the

 7
same.

 8
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11

12         ______________________________
        TANEHA CARROLL

13         Court Reporter - Notary Public
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19           (The foregoing certification of

20 this transcript does not apply to any

21 reproduction of the same by any means,

22 unless under the direct control and/or
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