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COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Good
morning. This hearing is called to
order. This is a public hearing of the
City Council Committee on Public Health
and Human Services, and the purpose of
this public hearing Is to hear testimony
on Resolution No. 180785.

And I want to recognize that 1in
attendance with me are Councilman Bill
Greenlee, and we expect other members to
be joining us very shortly.

IT the Clerk could now read the
title of the resolution.

THE CLERK: Resolution 180785,
authorizing the Committee on Public
Health and Human Services to hold
hearings on environmental health
disparities and the impact of pollutants
In at-risk neighborhoods.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: And so if
we could have the Clerk call forward the
Tirst panel to testify.

THE CLERK: Dr. Thomas Farley,

Health Commissioner, City of
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Philadelphia; Logan Welde, Staff
Attorney, Clean Air Council.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay. The
Commissioner i1s on his way, so iIs the
other party here from the Clean Air
Council? Logan?

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Glen Abrams, Senior
Director of Sustainable Communities,
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society; Mike
Ewall, Founder and Director, Energy
Justice Network.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Good
morning, and thank you for being here.
Before you begin your testimony, 1 just
wanted to thank everyone for being here
for this very important hearing this
morning. As we talk about our
environment, as we talk about the
injustices and the i1nequities in our
neighborhoods, so much of what we see iIn

communities, vulnerable communities, has
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had a permanent effect on the residents,
whether you think about their
opportunities or the way that the
children In those neighborhoods, how they
are affected. And so environmental
jJustice, environmental racism, these are
things that we have been talking about
here 1n City Council and we"re going to
be talking about much, much more I think
in the near future.

So I want to thank everyone for
being here, and we really look forward to
hearing from everyone who wants to
testify. We should have ample room to be
able to accommodate everyone who has
signed up. And i1f you haven"t signed up,
we want to encourage you to do so at the
table over here to my left and just put
your name down and we"d love to hear from
you.

So please state your name for
the record and begin your testimony.

MR. ABRAMS: My name is Glen

Abrams.
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COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Good
morning.

MR. ABRAMS: Good morning,
Councilwoman Bass and members of the
Committee on Health and Human Services.
My name i1s Glen Abrams and 1 am the
Senior Director of Sustainable
Communities at the Pennsylvania
Horticultural Society. 1"m pleased to
testify on ways that our city can combat
environmental challenges through greening
and to encourage City Council to direct
more resources toward the very
cost-effective solutions that can help
improve health outcomes across
Philadelphia.

PHS is a non-profit whose
mission Is to connect people to
horticulture and together create
beautiful, healthy, and sustainable
communities. We are the hub of a
community of more than 200,000 members,
volunteers, customers, and supporters

across the City and region, who activate
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horticulture to advance the greater good.
We work In almost every Philadelphia
neighborhood through on-the-ground
community greening programs. Every day
we work to address our city"s
environmental and health challenges.

We know that Philadelphia
neighborhoods face environmental
challenges. In a 2018 analysis of
environmental, health, and equity
indicators iIn Philadelphia, PHS
1dentified nearly 50 neighborhoods that
ranked as high need, places where
residents faced high rates of food
Insecurity, obesity, respiratory hazards,
urban heat i1sland effect, and more.
While we currently work in many of these
neighborhoods, the need and the
opportunity is far greater than we and
our supporters, including the City of
Philadelphia, are currently able to
address.

We also know that investing in

community programs that address
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environmental challenges can yield
multiple benefits. For example, we have
worked with City Council and the Division
of Housing and Community Development to
clean, green, and maintain more than 16
million square feet of vacant land,
roughly a third of the City"s vacant land
inventory, totaling more than 12,000
parcels through our LandCare program.
Researchers at the University of
Pennsylvania have shown that this
program, a simple treatment of vacant
land, delivers dramatic health and safety
benefits. 2018 studies found that
Philadelphians living within a
five-minute walk of greened lots had a
41.5 percent decrease in feelings of
depression and a 63 percent decrease in
self-reported poor mental health. In the
lowest income neighborhoods, the effects
were even more pronounced, with a nearly
69 percent decrease In feelings of
depression.

Earlier this year a companion
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study found that neighborhoods with
cleaned and greened lots experienced a 29
percent decrease in gun violence. This
work comes on the heels of studies 1iIn
recent years which found that the
LandCare treatment resulted in decreased
heart rates, decreased levels of stress,
and increased levels of exercise in those
neighborhoods where the work was
performed.

And 1t"s not just vacant land.
Through community gardening and tree
planting and stewardship efforts, PHS
engages thousands of Philadelphians iIn
addressing environmental challenges while
strengthening neighborhoods. We work
with more than 5,000 PHS-trained and
certified Tree Tenders to plant and care
for more than 2,000 street trees every
year In 46 neighborhoods and outside of
the City. Each tree improves air
quality, produces clean oxygen to
breathe, and helps to cool temperatures

on our streets, thus reducing residents”
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air conditioning bills In the summertime.
We support more than 200
community gardens, including a network of
150 City harvest gardens, whose
fresh-grown produce helps to feed
thousands of Philadelphians every year.
We partner closely with the Philadelphia
Water Department to manage stormwater,
both through large-scale green stormwater
infrastructure and with individual
homeowner education through the PWD Rain
Check program. This stormwater
management helps prevent sewage from
backing up iInto our waterways and
polluting Philadelphia neighborhoods.
Greening projects are truly
transformational for the social and
economic health of the City. They build
community by creating neighborhood spaces
where Philadelphians come together. They
create pathways to employment as we train
returning citizens for jobs iIn the
horticultural and landscaping i1ndustries.

They raise land values such that as
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communities reinvest in their
neighborhoods, all Philadelphians
benefit. And they instill a sense of
civic pride when our most visible public
landscapes are maintained to build beauty
for residents and visitors alike.

But there i1s still so much work
to be done. In addition to significant
investment already made by the City of
Philadelphia and other philanthropic,
corporate, and government supporters, the
demand for this kind of work far exceeds
the available resources. Funding 1is
especially short for the kind of ongoing,
day-in, day-out programs that build
community and sustain positive change
over time. Nearly 30,000 vacant parcels
do not see any kind of regular
maintenance. Despite the thousands of
trees that we distribute each year,
community demand exceeds the resources we
have available, limiting the number of
trees we can plant. Community gardens

across the City need technical assistance
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to secure stable land tenure, maintain
strong stewardship organizations, raise
money, and iInvest In garden
infrastructure. With additional City
resources directed toward greening
initiatives of all kinds, PHS and our
peers and partners could multiply our
impact across Philadelphia.

There 1s no simpler, more
cost-effective way to improve
environmental health disparities In our
most at-risk neighborhoods.

Thank you for your time, and I
welcome any questions you might have.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.
We"re going to hold our questions until
the end.

I see we"ve been joined by the
Health Commissioner, Commissioner Farley.
Thank you so much. And we"re going to
move to the Commissioner, i1If you don"t
mind, and 1If you could state your name
for the record and begin your testimony,

Commissioner.
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COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Thank
you. I"m sorry I"m a little bit late. 1
got caught in a slow elevator.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: That"s all
right.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Good
morning, Chairwoman Bass and members of
the Committee on Public health and Human
Services. 1"m Dr. Thomas Farley, Health
Commissioner for Philadelphia. Thank you
for allowing me to provide testimony on
Resolution No. 180785.

Air pollution is an important
determinant of human health. Pollutants
like ozone, sulfur dioxide, nitrogen
oxides, and fine particles, known as
PM2.5, all contribute to lung disease and
heart disease. The Department of Public
Health"s Air Management Services Unit,
AMS Unit, is responsible for implementing
federal, state, and city laws and
regulations designed to protect health by
reducing emissions of these pollutants in

Philadelphia.
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Combustion of fuel from fixed
sources like power plants and buirlding
furnaces and mobile sources like cars and
trucks is the most important cause of air
pollution in the City. AMS addresses air
pollution through permitting, inspection,
and enforcement actions against fixed
sources. The City is preempted by
federal law from directly regulating
emissions from mobile sources.

The City"s ailr program
Incorporates requirements that are more
stringent than those required by the
federal or state government. For
example, AMS requires users of No. 2
heating oil to only burn oil of ultra low
sulfur content.

Philadelphia®s air quality as a
result has been steadily improving. AMS
monitors air quality citywide using 11
longstanding monitoring sites. In the
last 25 years, the City has gone from a
designation of ''severe non-attainment” iIn

the 1990s for multiple pollutants to
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"moderate non-attainment' for ozone and
PM2.5 to now being In attainment for all
of the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards except ozone. This progress
has happened even as the national
standards for attainment have become more
stringent. For ozone, we are now iIn
"marginal non-attainment' with the newest
and strictest national standard from
2015. Nonetheless, all Philadelphia
residents can benefit from additional
improvements in air quality.

Like you, AMS believes that
low-i1ncome and minority communities
should not bear an undue burden of air
pollution. People In these communities
already have negative health effects for
various other reasons, and air pollution
should not add to that burden. AMS has
an environmental justice policy based on
Pennsylvania®s Department of
Environmental Protection®s Environmental
Justice Public Participation Policy. Our

policy aims to ensure that residents of
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low-i1ncome and minority neighborhoods are
aware of, and otherwise have the
opportunity to participate in, the
permitting process for nearby facilities
that may emit large amounts of pollution
known as major sources.

Currently, we have good data on
air pollution levels citywide, but we do
not have enough air quality monitors to
distinguish differences i1n air pollution
levels in all of the neighborhoods in
Philadelphia. However, earlier this
year, AMS began a year-long project known
as the Philadelphia Air Quality Survey
that uses many more monitoring sites and
aims to develop assessments of air
quality at the neighborhood level. 1I™m
hopeful that in late 2019, we"ll be able
to report the results of that survey to
you.

Thank you for your interest in
this 1mportant topic. 1°d be happy to
answer your questions.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
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Commissioner. And we"re going to hold
our questions until the end.

And, sir, 1T we could have you
state your name for the record and begin
your testimony.

MR. EWALL: Great. Thank you.
My name i1s Mike Ewall. [1"m the Founder
and Executive Director of Energy Justice
Network. Energy Justice Network i1s a
national organization based here iIn
Philadelphia. |1 work with communities
all around the country fighting
environmental racism and other kinds of
environmental iInjustices.

I want to start off by pointing
out that Charles Lee, who is the Senior
Policy Advisor for EPA"s Office of
Environmental Justice, called i1t the
worst case of environmental racism he®s
ever seen. He was talking about Chester,
Pennsylvania where Philadelphia burns a
lot of our trash. Chester i1s home to the
largest trash i1ncinerator in the nation.

They burn up to 3,500 tons of trash per
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day. That"s the number one place where
Philadelphia has been sending trash over
the term of our current contracts, which
goes back to 2012.

That incinerator is one of the
largest air polluters i1In the entire
Philadelphia region and Philadelphia is
right down wind. According to the latest
EPA data, i1t"s the third largest air
polluter in the whole five-county
Philadelphia area and also third
specifically for nitrogen oxides that
trigger asthma attacks. That Incinerator
doesn"t even have the pollution controls
that most iIncinerators do that reduce
nitrogen oxides that trigger asthma
attacks, which is part of the problem.

Asthma i1s a serious problem,
especially In environmental justice
communities, especially 1n communities of
color. There"s a huge disparity in terms
of who 1s Impacted. In Chester, the
children, anyone under 18, their

childhood asthma hospitalization rate is
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three times the state average.
Philadelphia i1s probably comparable. |
just don"t have that data at my
fingertips right now.

The Asthma and Allergy
Foundation of America actually listed
Philadelphia In this past year as the
fourth worst place in the country to have
asthma, the fourth worst for asthma
sufferers, and they talked about the
health disparities and specifically cite
Philadelphia as the place where due to
our intense poverty as the poorest big
city, that and other factors overlap and
create one of the worst situations in the
country.

Now, they even talked about the
economic Impact of missed school, because
asthma 1s one of the leading causes of
missed school days, and of course school
absenteeism iIs connected to federal
funding for schools, but you also have a
lot of missed work days as well. They

looked at the lost productivity, and just
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based on that and Philadelphia being
higher than average, Philadelphia®s
probably losing about $1 billion a year
just In productivity.

Now, of course, 1"m here not
because 1 care about the economic Impact.
I care more about the health impacts on
people, but some folks are looking at
education, at the economic impacts, and
you have to look at that as a related
Issue.

Now, we don"t just use the
incinerator in Chester. It"s just one of
the more glaring cases of environmental
racism in the entire country, but we also
use other incinerators i1n the region,
including one in Plymouth in Montgomery
County, which i1s the largest air polluter
in all of Montgomery County. We also use
the one 1n Bucks County, which is where I
grew up, although I live in Philadelphia
now, and that is the worst air polluter
in Bucks County. So we don"t need to be

using trash iIncinerators.
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Trash Incinerators are the most
expensive and polluting way to manage
waste or make energy, yet Philadelphia
has been relying on them and making a
point to use them more than necessary,
which actually zero is necessary, because
we have a glut of landfill space 1In
Pennsylvania. We have so much extra
landfill space, we"ve been Importing
waste from everywhere, from Canada down
to Puerto Rico, every state in between
and out to Nebraska. We"ve been the
largest importer of trash since they
started measuring 1t in the early "90s.
So there®s no shortage of landfill space.
Philadelphia i1s using that too. About 60
percent of our waste goes directly to
landfills, but the other 40 percent is
worse, because we end up breathing i1t
first.

When you burn trash -- and
we"re right down wind of the biggest one
in the country. When we burn trash, for

every hundred tons you burn, 70 tons end
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up In the air. Thirty tons would become
toxic ash, which we still send to
landfills. 1t doesn"t do any favors to
the landfill community. 1t still poisons
the groundwater even worse than 1t you
just sent the trash straight there.

So 1"m bringing this up because
Philadelphia has an opportunity to do
something different. Our contracts that
we"re currently under run out iIn the
summer of 2019. The Streets Department
IS working on new ones right now, and the
Streets Department is so hellbent on
supporting incinerators even though 1°ve
supplied them with data, making the
arguments. They don"t want to hear it.
But 1t"s clear, and we"ve done the
studies to prove i1t, that iIncinerating iIs
worse than landfilling. Of course moving
toward zero waste, getting the composting
out of there, getting the recycling
actually recycled and not half of
Philadelphia®s recycles being burned,

which 1s what®"s going on, is also a
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serious step.

But as we make this decision on
whether Philadelphia signs new waste
contracts with certain companies, we need
City Council to intervene, because the
Streets Department is not looking at the
science. It"s not even necessarily
looking at the economics, and it
definitely needs to have some direction
from City Council to say not only no to
environmental racism, but no to burning
In anyone®s community.

To put this In perspective,
I"ve done some work helping the folks who
are fighting the Nicetown gas plant,
which 1s a serious issue of course 1In
your district, Councilwoman. And the
nitrogen oxide emissions alone from the
trash i1ncinerator in Chester is
equivalent to 57 Nicetown gas plants.

57. Just Philadelphia®s portion of the
trash being burned in Chester is
equivalent to 16 of those gas plants.

So that"s a serious thing for
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us to be right down wind, to be feeding
our trash to a facility that doesn"t even
have the pollution controls that most do.

So we have an opportunity to
change things. We also have a legal
obligation to change things as we"re
talking about environmental justice. And
I teach workshops on environmental racism
across the country, universities and
other conferences. Philadelphia is no
exception i1n terms of having federal
funding, which means is subject to the
Civil Rights Act, to Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act. 1"m an attorney. |
did a whole legal paper on this. It"s
been published and everything.

That Title VI obligates
Philadelphia as a recipient of federal
funds to not take actions that have a
discriminatory impact on protected
classes, for racial minorities. That
means that instead of just cutting
contracts with who they seem to be

buddies with or seem to think Is a good
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technology, they need to look at, gee,
does this contract mean there"s going to
be a racially disparate impact, and 1f
so, we can"t do i1t because 1t"s i1llegal
under the Civil Rights Act.

We need City Council to step up
and say to the Streets Department they
need to pay attention to that and they
need to not be signing any contracts for
burning.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Well, thank
you very much for your testimony, and you
can be sure that we will be much more
involved when it comes to these waste
contracts, which should be coming up
soon.

Well, real quickly, 1 do want
to acknowledge that Councilwoman Blondell
Reynolds Brown has joined us as well.

One of the questions that 1 had
for you 1s, can you give us some idea of
what some other cities are doing around

trash and waste and how are they managing
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their -- what"s their waste reduction
strategy, and cities that are comparable
to Philadelphia, not some place like
Portland or wherever, but some place like
here along the northeast corridor that is
like a similar major —- well, formerly
major industrial city. We have a lot of
environmental issues just as it relates
to that. And so how do we manage not
just the environment that we all were
dealt with from birth and being here in
Philadelphia, but even going forward, how
do we manage what i1t 1s that we would
like to see, which i1s really less waste
and a cleaner environment.

MR. EWALL: Right. Thank you
for that question. | actually had a note
to myself talk about Baltimore, and this
IS a good opportunity.

So 1"ve been doing a lot of
work in Baltimore as well. They have a
trash incinerator in their borders. Of
course Philadelphia used to and is no

longer willing to do that, but Baltimore
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still does. 1It"s their largest air
polluter by far. The Health Department
there and City Council and the Mayor have
all stepped up to the plate and said this
needs to go. They passed four unanimous
resolutions in City Council, one on the
climate, one on zero waste, one on
nitrogen oxide pollution, and one
specifically challenging the Department
of Public Works, which i1s the equivalent
to our Streets Department, on their
backwardness iIn trying to keep
Incineration going.

In all the cities I1"ve worked
in -— I"ve seen this 1In DC and elsewhere
as well -- everyone can understand what"s
going on and look at the data, but the
folks whose job 1t is to just make 1t go
away somewhere, they"re just very
entrenched in their line of thinking, and
you really need to shake them to get them
to think otherwise.

But in Baltimore City Council

Jjust two weeks ago, they introduced the
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Baltimore Clean Air Act that I drafted in
conjunction with their Health Department.
Their Health Department recognizes that
asthma 1s a serious problem, and that"s
mostly driven by the single largest
emitter of nitrogen oxides in their city,
which 1s their trash incinerator. And so
this ordinance would force essentially
that trash incinerator and the largest
medical waste iIncinerator in the country
also in Baltimore to close down unless
they meet the most stringent
requirements, which they"re not going to
afford to do, so they"ll choose to close
down. And they recognize this is part of
a strategy to move toward zero waste, to
get composting going, to get recycling to
be serious.

Recycling has been pitiful in
Philadelphia, Baltimore, DC, a lot of
cities In this region. It"s not San
Francisco. We could be like San
Francisco. 1 know 1t"s different.

They*"re different on that left coast, you
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know, but they"re doing a lot of things
that we can learn from, and we"re
starting to bring that line of thinking
to cities on the East Coast so we can
adopt the strategies that they“"re doing
and are being successful at reducing
waste very dramatically.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Very good.
well, we will be paying attention to
what"s happening 1n Baltimore and trying
to find ways that we can do similar
strategies here in the City of
Philadelphia. So thank you very much.

MR. EWALL: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: One other
quick question. When i1t comes to the
waste company contracts, are there
particular recommendations that you have
in terms of some of the things that
Council should be looking for or acting
upon?

MR. EWALL: Right. So right
now we have two current contracts. One

Is with Covanta, the largest waste
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Incinerator company in the country. They
operate fTive of the six trash
incinerators in Pennsylvania and have a
monopoly. They control most of the trash
transfer stations In the City. We need
to move away from them because they"re
such a bad actor.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: What
company is that?

MR. EWALL: Covanta. It"s iIn
the testimony. C-0-V-A-N-T-A.

The other company that we have
a current contract with i1s Waste
Management, and this is another thing to
look out for, another environmental
racism issue to be mindful of as well, is
this i1ssue of pelletizing trash, because
they have a facility in Northeast
Philadelphia. Not necessarily an
environmental racism issue there, but
they are pelletizing our trash, and the
idea is to bring 1t to cement Kkilns,
probably in the Lehigh Valley to burn as

fuel, which is a filthy practice, worse
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than 1ncineration normally because they
have even fewer pollution controls. We
need to not allow contracts that involve
burning directly or indirectly, which is
that kind of contract. And the reason I
mention this i1s also an environmental
racism issue is that right next to
Bartram Gardens, | learned recently,
where we have a lot of trash transfer
stations already in the City, which 1is
already an environmental justice issue,
there®s another company, Gold Medal, that
apparently has plans to build something
similar to what Waste Management has to
pelletize trash and market it as fuel to
be burned. We need to not only make sure
to stop that, but we need to have City
Council say either no incinerator
contracts direct or indirect, including
in our recycling, making sure that
recycling 1s actually recycled and not
burned, which the City i1s doing for half
of 1t right now. Or if the City i1s not
willing to go that far, at least set
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standards, which essentially do the same
thing, say we"re not going to tolerate
contracts with facilities that are more
than a certain amount of pollution, and
iIT you do that in any reasonable way,
burning will be out. And then of course
enforcing for the Civil Rights Act would
be nice as well.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Very good.
Thank you very much.

I*m going to recognize
Councilman Bill Greenlee. 1 know he has
several questions.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Thank
you, Madam Chair. 1 hope that hoarse
voice Isn"t because of air pollution.

Thank you all for your
testimony.

Commissioner, 1T 1 can just ask
you, and | appreciate the information you
gave us In your testimony. | just want
to thank you for your strident efforts on
a number of health issues, smoking,

addiction, and other things. You have
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been steadfast In those things.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Lead.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Lead.
Okay. Thank you.

Now, 1 know you said about our
air quality i1s improving and you talk
about doing the study which will be a
year-long study. Is there anything else
in that interim period that you see
possibly to try to help in this issue of
air quality that you might be looking at
or think you could do?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: We sort
of constantly are working with the major
sources about putting in pollution
control, and so that that does improve
consistently over a year-to-year basis.
It doesn"t happen overnight for them to
put in place pollution controls. We are
developing plans to meet the ultimate
ozone standard.

There are things we could
potentially do to reduce the burning of

dirty fuels by buildings for heat, and
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there®s No. 2, No. 4, No. 6 oil. The No.
6 and No. 4 oils put out much more sulfur
dioxide than the No. 2 oil. So there are
things we may come back to Council with
at some point in the future about that.

The vehicles are a major source
of air pollution. Fortunately with the
Volkswagen settlement money, there is
money that i1s coming into Philadelphia
that will help a variety of entities,
both the City and others, that have
diesel trucks; for example, to be able to
replace those out with cleaner vehicles.
So they"re all things that are happening
right now. There may be a role for City
Council on one, but there®s nothing
beyond that.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Okay.
All right. And one other question. |
heard the statements about the concern of
the Streets Department policy, and 1™m
not going to have you debate, but is
there any kind of meeting between the

departments?
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It"s still for the
Commissioner. |1"m sorry. But based on
your testimony.

Do these various departments
meet on iIssues where there®s some
commingling, 1f you will, or
co-responsibility?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: We do
meet on a number of issues. We have not
been brought into that particular issue
about the trash i1n the City, and we could
certainly find or have a conversation
with the Streets Department.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: 1t would
sound like it might work. You have your
expertise. They have theirs. Working
together might -- maybe I guess this
would be under Managing Director or
whoever might lead to --

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: It"s easy
for us to have that conversation. We
have not had i1t yet, but we will be happy
to do that. We have a good relationship

with them.
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COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Thank
you.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Councilman.

I did have a question really
quickly for Mr. Abrams from PHS. And one
of the things that you mentioned -- and
then we"l1l1 go to Councilwoman Blondell
Reynolds Brown, but one of the things
that you mentioned at the end of your
testimony was you talked about the need
and the need to address these
environmental iIssues iIn our communities
and all of the great work that PHS is
doing to green our communities, which is
so desperately needed. But you talked
about basically the difference between
what your budget i1s and really what you
need it to be to be much more effective
In these communities that are quite
vulnerable.

So 1 was wondering 1f you could

talk about that. What i1s the amount, how
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far off are you all in funding? And 1t"s
something that we all can keep iIn mind as
we approach budget season, which is very
rapidly approaching.

MR. ABRAMS: I"m probably
unable to give you specific numbers but,
however, to give within the context of
vacant land management, for instance,
30,000 vacant lots are still unmanaged.
We"re only managing about a third of the
City"s inventory. So 1t gives you a
sense there with our LandCare budget that
1T we wanted to as a city actually have
management at 100 percent, we would
really need to about triple, double to
triple that budget.

In terms of tree planting, it
iIs currently -- again, we will be
planting as many trees as we can within
our budget, which fluctuates from year to
year. The only City resources that we
currently have for tree planting are
through the Division of Housing and

Community Development. So we do not
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receive any funding through Parks and
Recreation, for instance, and their tree
planting initiative. So currently most
of the funding is coming from either the
state, Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources through their Tree
Pennsylvania, their kind of affiliated
non-profit, and a lot of grant dollars
that we"re constantly seeking. So It°s a
struggle to constantly -- we don"t have
any stable sources of funding aside from
the state, and that amount of funding has
declined over the years.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: So for the
LandCare portion, you don"t receive
funding for the LandCare?

MR. ABRAMS: We do receive
funding for the LandCare. That i1s funded
through, again, primarily through the
Division of Housing and Community
Development.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay.

MR. ABRAMS: And i1t"s primarily
CDBG dollars, although some City General
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Fund dollars too.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: So theyT"re
federal dollars.

MR. ABRAMS: Right.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay. But
directly from the City"s budget, you®"re
saying that you don"t really receive
funding for LandCare?

MR. ABRAMS: There are some
General Fund -- there is some amount of
General Fund that i1s funding LandCare in
addition to CDBG dollars, yes.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Let"s have
a further conversation at a later date.
1"d like to get a breakdown, and i1f you
could maybe provide to the Committee a
breakdown of what funding you“re
receiving from what sources, just so that
we can figure out what the possibilities
are in terms of closing the gap.

MR. ABRAMS: Great. We"d be
happy to do that. Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: That would

be great.
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Counci lwoman.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Thank you,
Madam Chair.

Good morning. I want to follow
up on Councilman Greenlee"s question and
your response, Commissioner. Because of
the Volkswagen settlement, Philadelphia
may be a recipient. Is i1t may or we have
to apply for those dollars? 1Is It a
competitive bid or is that actually going
to happen?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: It will
happen. The funding i1s distributed by
the State of Pennsylvania, not by the
City of Philadelphia. And we do apply
for that funding and make a case based on
how much of a reduction iIn nitrogen
oxides they can produce by replacing
their equipment. And so the money is
going to come out i1n several bunches, and
when those bunches come out -- and the
timing is a little vague in my mind, but
I believe one may have come out

recently -- then entities can apply for
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that, and we hope that entities iIn
Philadelphia put in good applications, iIn
which case they"ll receive funding to do
that. And we are trying to support as
much as we can the applications. |IT
there are City vehicles, for example,
that could be swapped out to do that as
well as other entities that are not under
the control of the City, they could
apply, get funding, and swap out their
vehicles.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: So i1s that
to say that City departments can apply
like the Streets Department?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: 1 think
i1t probably would be like one application
from the City for all the departments,
but yes.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: All right,
then.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: My
understanding is that there are specific
types of vehicles, according to the bunch

of dollars that"s out, that are eligible.
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So 1T the City has eligible vehicles,
then the City can apply for that funding.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Okay,
then. So we should just stay tuned and
anticipate that application deadline.

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Yes.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Okay.
Another follow-up to Councilman
Greenlee®s question, 1s i1t fair for us to
assume that issues regarding the
environment are not discussed at the
departmental level, the commissioner
level across departments; that when you
all meet, that there"s actually a bullet
that speaks to environmental issues
across departments?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: 1 would
say there"s not a standing meeting where
that"s an agenda i1tem. There®s many
informal discussions about all sorts of
Issues we need to coordinate on, but
there®s not a standing meeting that has
that i1tem.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Is the
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Office of the Environment and
Sustainability at the table?

COMMISSIONER FARLEY: Yes.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Okay.
Lastly, this issue of environmental
racism and environmental injustice has
intersected with both this Committee and
the Committee on the Environment and
Sustainability. And for the knowledge of
all those who are present, you should
know that tomorrow it"s my hope and
expectation that we"ll have nine votes to
move our bill to create an Environmental
Commission, Environmental Injustice
Commission, which will be comprised of
advocates, stakeholders, and experts who
care about this i1ssue of environmental
justice. So 1t"s our expectation that
Bill No. 170172, it i1s on passage for
Second Reading and Final Passage
tomorrow. 1 share that with all of those
who care about this iIssue.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: That"s
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another example that progress iIs very
incremental. You just have to stick with
it.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Counci lwoman.

Thank you all for your
testimony.

IT we could have the Clerk call
the next panel to testify.

THE CLERK: Jerome Shabazz,
Executive Director, Overbrook
Environmental Education Center; Susan
Edwards, Sierra Club PA and Southeastern
PA Executive Committee Member; Terri
Burgin, Climate Justice Fellow, POWER.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Good
morning. How is everybody doing? |If you
want to state your name for the record
and begin your testimony.

Jerome, you“"re FTirst.

MR. SHABAZZ: Thank you very
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much. My name i1s Jerome Shabazz. Thank
you, Councilwoman Bass and fellow
Councilmembers. 1t"s with pleasure that
I testify today before Council®s
Committee on Health and Human Services
regarding environmental health
disparities and the impact of pollutants
on our most vulnerable neighborhoods.

Again, my name iIs Jerome
Shabazz. [1"m the Executive Director of
JASTECH Development Services, Inc. and
the Overbook Environmental Education
Center. 1"m also a Board member of the
state"s Environmental Justice Advisory
Board and the federal National
Environmental Justice Advisory Council.

Today I want to offer my
support for your Resolution 180785 and
iIts efforts to authorize the Committee on
Health and Human Services to hold
hearings on environmental health
disparities and the impact of pollutants
In our at-risk neirghborhoods.

However, the important factor
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for me 1Is to note that we already have a
pretty good idea of where the City"s
health disparities are and the people
that these disparities affect. They are
clearly i1n our environmental justice
communities. These are the citizens who
are disproportionately burdened by
environmental conditions within their
community.

When we look at our state®s
definition of environmental justice, It"s
the fair treatment and meaningful
involvement of all people regardless of
race, color, national origin or iIncome
with respect to development,
implementation, and enforcement of
environmental laws, regulations, and
policies. As a result, no one should be
burdened, marginalized or unfairly
treated because of where they live or
their i1ncome.

We just listened to the Health
Commissioner, who put out a wonderful

report last year called the 2017 Health
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of the City. This report was successful
in providing a summary of health measures
in the City around chronic health
measures, infectious health, infant and
child healthcare and more, and we know
where children with higher blood lead
levels live In the City. We know where
the high asthma rates are. We know about
diabetes, hypertension. We know about
the i1ntersection between the
environmental impacts and the public
health. We know these things.

But the most important part of
this report was the determinants of the
social and economic determinants that are
associated with those impacted by these
derogatory health conditions.

So the heart of my testimony
today i1s really to go beyond just the
studying of what we already know, but to
begin to work on the creation of this
Environmental Justice Commission, Bill
170172, which i1s phenomenal and we thank

your efforts on this, Councilwoman Brown.
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It"s important that we create
the social architecture around enabling
us to address these issues before they
become problematic. We tend to have this
history of finding issues and then
responding to those issues, but when we
talk about accumulative impacts, it"s
something that we need to get ahead of.
And our city has really a pretty decent
history of responding to environmental
threats from the establishment of the
Board of Health itself In 1818. We
created a regulation on looking at how we
deal with ventilation and drainage in the
1800s. Even the Water Department, when
It was developed 1n 1801, was a response
to water-borne disease. It was trying to
combat things like typhoid and cholera.
So we were very innovative iIn
terms of rethinking how we use that
agency. Just over five years ago, the
Water Department rethought i1tself and
created the Green City, Clean Water plan

to look at how green infrastructure and
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Its water systems are impacting regular
people. So 1t took a few hundred years
to get there, but finally we were able to
rethink that, and we should do similar
work with other institutions such as
Philadelphia Gas Works. | mean, It was
created i1n 1836, and it was designed to
initially power lights in the City, but
we have to really begin to rethink how
our energy as well as our utility systems
work, look at i1ts impact on the health of
people, and do i1t on a regular basis and
create the resources so we can continue
to look at it.

I guess, i1n effect, we want to
endorse the idea that we need to create a
new normal, and that new normal iIs to
establish a social architecture i1n our
city that creates a sustainable and
accessible process for all of our
citizens regardless of race, income, zip
code, and to do 1t in such a way where
the essential City services that we want

to provide for all of our citizens create
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an Integrative process where people are
able to communicate with thelr agencies,
communicate with their utility companies,
communicate with local government in such
a way where we could stay healthy,
viable, and we could look forward to a
very sustainable future here iIn
Philadelphia in regards to public health.

Thank you very much.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much for your testimony.

We"re going to hold questions
until the end.

IT you want to state your name
for the record and begin your testimony.

MS. BURGIN: So good morning,
Councilwoman and those who are here with
us today. My name is Terri Burgin. 1™m
with POWER, which i1s Philadelphians
Organized to Witness, Empower and
Rebuild. 1"m our Climate Justice Fellow.

POWER 1s a grassroot
organization, inter-faith organization,

made up of over 65 congregations across
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the City of Philadelphia metro and
central PA, but 1"m here to talk about
climate justice today, because climate
justice 1s an issue that i1s already
disproportionately impacting low-income
communities and communities of color, and
we know that the way to stop climate
change 1s to stop environmental racism.

So 1"m here to speak on
environmental racism in Philadelphia, and
especially In --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Terri, I™m
sorry to interrupt you. Can you pull the
mic a little bit closer to you.

MS. BURGIN: |1 have a very soft
voice.

And also especially in the
Nicetown/Germantown area, which i1s where
I am based out of. Each year the Asthma
and Allergy Foundation issues a report on
the community®s asthma capitals. This
year"s report places Philadelphia number
four on the national scale of the

country®"s worst asthma mortality rates.
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So we are four times the national
average. Somewhere around ten people a
day are dying from respiratory issues.

One of the big issues iIs, we
talk about violence In our communities as
In just gun violence and the street
violence, and we"ve decided that that was
a crisis and something we really need to
deal with, because there"s something
around 13 people a day dying from gun
violence here i1in Philadelphia. But the
environmental crisis that i1s happening in
our communities iIs just as equal to the
violence that"s happening by guns, and
that we have ways to stop that and can
actually make i1nroads on really solving
that issue, and we have to take it
serious, the same level of seriousness
that we do for gun violence.

We"re sitting in this room and
there 1s a row of young people, and |
want all of them to be alive to be able
to live iIn the future in the city of

opportunity that we all want for them,
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and 1T we continue on the road we are
with the choices we"re making when i1t
comes to environmental justice in
Philadelphia, they will not. This is a
very serious matter that can"t wait for
us to decide to take care of that.

So when we"re looking at the
toxic pollution that i1s happening iIn
these communities, especially when we"re
looking at our policies that we already
have 1n place, most of them pretend to be
neutral, but the reality iIs these
communities are not living iIn neutrality.
So to say that we can just look at them
and not take iInto account the amount of
resources that they have towards being
able to counteract or even necessarily
understand what is being done to their
community. So right now the policy is
when we"re bringing a pollutant into our
community iIs that we are doing more to
inform the community and that they have
slightly more time to put in their

comments on i1t. But being able to really
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inform a community that is already so
disenfranchised i1s going to take
resources, and that has to be a priority,
IS getting those resources. And then if
we"re deciding to put these kind of
projects Into these communities, then
making sure that there are resources to
help that community.

When we"re talking about like
Nicetown and the gas plant, more than 34
percent of that community has asthma, but
we know that something like 48 percent of
them are underinsured. And so what are
we going to do when you®"re adding an
extra pollutant? And so the i1dea that we
can add an extra pollutant to this area
and not back that up with more support
for that community is neglectful and
dangerous for this community.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Very much
SO.

MS. BURGIN: But also just --
we have to be really aggressive and

creative on what i1t looks like to really
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address these issues, and 1 think this
Committee has shown in many other areas
that they can be creative and we can work
together with the community to really
create policies and programs that are
going to be for the community and helpful
for the community. But In environmental
justice, we have to take that seriously
moving forward, and POWER i1s always
willing to sit at the table and work as
best we can to move that forward.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay.

Thank you for your testimony.

We"re going to hold the
questions until the end.

And, Ms. Edwards, if we can
have you state your name for the record
and begin your testimony.

MS. EDWARDS: Yes. I"m Susan
Edwards and 1°"m delighted that you"re
taking up the intersection of environment
and health with a justice lens.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Yes.

MS. EDWARDS: And thank you for
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the opportunity to speak today. 1°m a
volunteer leader with the Sierra Club, a
national environmental organization with
three million members, of whom several
thousand live in the Philadelphia area.
The Sierra Club has, for a number of
years now, championed environmental
justice. Our Equity, Inclusion, and
Justice Initiative focuses on ways that
environmental pollution has had a greater
impact on communities of color and of low
income, despite many efforts in those
communities to fight back. We place a
high priority on alliances with community
organizations seeking to end this
environmental racism.

The Sierra Club locally has in
the past partnered with the health
l1aison of Black Clergy of Philadelphia
and Vicinity to give presentations at
their health fairs at dozens of churches
about the connection between air quality
and asthma. We also made presentations

at home and school meetings and did
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outreach to veterans at the Veterans
Multiservice Center at 4th and Race
Streets where we showed films and led
twice monthly discussions about the
environment, including related health
Issues.

Everywhere we have gone, people
have been eager to know more about the
many 1llnesses, including asthma, heart
disease, and cancers, that can be traced
back to pollution in neighborhoods. It
Is the case that twice as many African
American children have asthma-related
emergency department visits and
hospitalizations compared with Caucasian
American children. One of our staunch
Vietnam veteran volunteers, who you will
be hearing from, became a dedicated
environmentalist after realizing that the
death of his beloved toddler
granddaughter may have been contributed
to by air pollution.

We waged a campaign to stop the

Brunner Island coal-fired power plant

Page 56

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Health and Human Services
December 12, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

12/12/18 - PUBLIC HEALTH - RES. 180785
located near York from spewing pollution
that the prevailing winds carried to the
Southeastern Pennsylvania area and
surrounding states, many of which --
several of which sued the EPA for failing
to stop this damage to their air quality.
You may know that the American Lung
Association gave Philadelphia a grade of
F for our air quality again in 2018.

The resolution under
consideration spells out much of the case
for stopping the environmental injustice
that affects the health of Philadelphia
residents, but an additional factor is
the connection between pollution and
climate change. Warmer air temperatures
ramp up the amount of ozone we breathe
and contribute to wildfires and more
pollen, both of which add to air
pollution. There are also more flooding
events contributing to leached chemicals,
mold, and other health impacts. It"s an
interconnected web that leads back to the

use of fossil fuels.
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We join those who say that as a
society, we must leave as much as
possible of the remaining coal, oil, and
gas in the ground and make a rapid
transition to 100 percent clean,
renewable energy. A shift to greater
energy efficiency and clean energy is
already generating large numbers of new
jobs, and it must be done in an iInclusive
process that protects working families
and simultaneously combats poverty and
current injustices.

We should not be building any
new fossil fuel-burning facilities such
as SEPTA"s planned Nicetown gas-fired
power plant or the PES liquefied natural
gas facility. We are hopeful that the
hearing which this resolution calls for
will shine a bright light on the ways in
which Philadelphia infrastructure must be
reconfigured to ensure greater health and
well-being for all residents regardless
of zip code.

It has been asked how we can
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afford this transition, but we say how
can we afford not to do 1t?

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much for your testimony.

I want to acknowledge that
we"ve been joined by Councilman Green.

And just a couple of things. |1
wanted to go to Terri, to your testimony.
I just wanted to point out that I agree
with you that the number of people who
are dying in the City of Philadelphia
from respiratory and asthma diseases
are —- 1t"s completely unacceptable and
that there i1s a crisis around gun
violence, and that"s a whole other set of
circumstances and an environmental issue
as well 1n terms of what people are
exposed to and now what they"ve been
connected to In their communities, but 1
did want to correct that 13 young people
were dying a day in Philadelphia as a
result of gun violence, because -- no.

But just for the record, we
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Jjust want to make sure that we know that
any young person who dies in
Philadelphia, anyone who is dying from
gun violence i1s completely unacceptable,
but we do need to, I think, connect
what"s happening, whether i1t"s gun
violence that"s affecting our young
people, the asthma, the respiratory
disease, all of these things. They have
an effect on not just the lives that
they“"re living, but the longevity and
what they can expect to have an
opportunity to experience In those lives.
So 1 thank you for bringing that
correlation to our attention.

The other thing I just wanted
to mention is the air quality grade of F
that the City of Philadelphia received
from the American Lung Association. Once
again, completely unacceptable, and this
Is something that 1 think 1 will be
working with Councilwoman Brown, who
heads the environmental committee,

Committee on the Environment, so that we
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can address that as well and come up with
remedies and solutions so that we can
improve that rating, which should improve
our air quality all along. We"ll work
with the Health Commissioner. So thank
you for bringing that to our attention as
well.

And 1 just wanted to mention to
Mr. Shabazz, my good friend, Jerome
Shabazz, for a long time. 1 know that
you"ve been out here on the forefront
doing work on environmental issues for a
very long time, and so I wanted to see if
you could talk a little bit further. One
of the things that you said that caught
my attention was about how you saw like
the conditions in our communities have
become almost like a new normal, that
we"ve normalized some of the things that
are happening. The fact that there"s so
many pollutants, whether 1t"s in the air
or in the neighborhoods iIn terms of
trash, our kids walk past piles of

construction debris, we don"t know what"s
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in that debris, what they"re exposed to,
and somehow In some neighborhoods this
kind of thing has become somewhat
normalized. So I was wondering i1f you
could speak to that as well.

MR. SHABAZZ: Thank you very
much, Councilwoman. We at the Overbrook
Environmental Education Center always
attempt to answer three questions. We
answer the question of what the issues
are. We talk about 1ts impact, what i1t
does to your health, what 1t does to your
community and the sources of i1t. But the
second question that we ask and answer 1is
why should you care. Because 1T you talk
about a city that has 26 percent poverty
rate, that means that people have other
Issues besides looking at the
environmental impacts on their life.

They have other things that are
concerning them. And we know when we
talk about environmental justice, these
are people who are disproportionately

burdened with low income, with low
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resource, with low advocacy. And so,
therefore, we have to answer that
question, why should you care.

But, most importantly, we want
to talk about the third question that we
answer and, that i1s, what can you do
about 1t. And there are a host of
passive measures or what we call
integrative measures that will allow for
a resident to keep themselves healthy, to
keep themselves viable at their own
resource or within the bairliwick of their
own resource.

And I think 1t"s important for
us to realize that we"re 1In an old
infrastructure. We"re i1n an old city,
and because of a lot of the decay, a lot
of the degrading of buildings and the
materials that were In buildings, we were
working with a site that was built In
1956 that had asbestos built Into 1t, It
was a brown -- 1t was actually so
delipidated that had brownfield

conditions associated with 1t. It was a
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very, very horrible site, but it was
integrated within its architecture. It
was the way that building was made. But
as 1t began to decompose, all of those
elements became airborne. A lot of 1t
went into the water, went into the soil,
and the unwitting neighbors were not even
aware of their exposure to this harm.

So what we have to do i1s, we
have to really put resources iIn place for
the education of how you come in contact
with these horrible, harmful
environmental conditions that are around
you every day. We call them domestic
because they just live with us, and we
have to learn how to co-exist and to
learn how to remediate these problems,
because we"re going to co-exist with them
much longer than the remediation process.
So, therefore, i1t"s essential that
whatever bill, whatever ordinance you put
in place, whatever opportunity that you
create, you create this basis by which

you"re educating the public on their
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exposure and their potential exposure,
and that does two things. It helps you
currently, but it helps inform your
engagement around other institutions or
other i1ndustries that are coming into
your community.

There"s talk about people
putting in a cement manufacturing plant
in West Philadelphia. Who knows about
the effect of air quality impacts. Who
knows about the effect of what that will
do to your lungs. Who knows about the
effect of what that will do to you over a
course of time. These are issues that if
you talk to the public about i1t iIn
advance, you"ll have a better opportunity
to have them engage intelligently with
these i1ndustrial operators so that we
won"t have to go back and protest after
they get established. We can have
intelligent means to remediate and
correct the way they design or reengineer
the way they design their facility so it

does minimal harm to the public.
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COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Well, thank
you so much. 1 think a public awareness
campaign to educate folks about what"s
happening 1n the neighborhood, and as you
just so eloquently put 1t In terms of
these pollutants that we live with and
how to avoid them as much as possible,
how to i1solate them when that"s possible,
and I think that that®"s a good way to go.
One of the public awareness
campaigns around pollution that always
sticks to me and probably with a lot of
people to this very day is a commercial
that used to come on. It was a long time
ago, because 1 remember being young when
It was on. But it was of like a Native
American --
MR. SHABAZZ: With the tear.
COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Right, with
the tear, looking at, 1 think i1t was,
like a landfill. 1 don"t remember
exactly. But I remember I saw that. |
was a child. 1"m pretty sure | was a

child, but i1t was a long time ago, and
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that has always stuck with me.

So I think an effective public
awareness campaign really can make a
difference. It makes you think about
your environment and exactly what you"re
doing. So 1 think that that"s something
that the City of Philadelphia, again
myself working with Councilwoman Brown on
the Environmental Committee, 1 think that
that"s something we can certainly do.

Counci lwoman.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Yes.
Ditto on the public awareness campaign
and, yes, government should have a role.
Just take the leadership. So we will
commit to making that an actionable 1tem.

Yes, you have been on the front
line for decades. In fact, you were one
of the first persons | met of color in
communities of color forcing us, teaching
us about all of what you just stated,
what the i1ssues are, why should we care,
and then what can we do about it.

You"ve mentioned this term
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called social architecture. Talk to us
more about what you think that looks
like.

MR. SHABAZZ: So when we talk
about social architecture for resilient
and sustainable communities, we"re
talking about the connective role that is
deliberate in the design of building
neighborhoods and building infrastructure
within 1t. In other words, when we have
a line 1tem that addresses environmental
jJustice, It requires an action, it
requires a consideration of the most
vulnerable amongst you. So, therefore,
when we talk about the social
architecture, 1t is a specific place
within your developmental model
throughout the City, whether i1t"s the
departmental model.

I heard you ask the Health
Commissioner whether someone from a
sustainable or sustainability or
health --

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: At the
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table.

MR. SHABAZZ: At the table. We
want to make sure that that"s always the
case, that that"s always a consideration.

But 1 consider -- 1 think the
best analogy 1 used for the social
architecture i1s like the ligament that"s
holding the muscle to the bone. It"s
that connective aspect of bringing people
into the i1ntersection of environment and
health. Because the truth of the matter
Is that historically we don"t realize in
some cases that the environmental impacts
are so aggrieved until we see the health
problems in the people, and usually iIt"s
years removed. We want to be able to
create an architecture where that"s not
the fact, that"s not the case, where you
began to include within the development a
space for inclusion of public input.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Very good.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Thank you
very, very much.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Any other
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questions?

Councillman Green.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: No. [I™m
good.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Yes.

MS. BURGIN: Can 1 just
correct?

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Absolutely.

MS. BURGIN: So i1t was a typo
in there. So 1t"s not that 13 young
people die of gun violence, but they are
hospitalized, and that was according to
CHOP, a research study that they
published in 2017.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay.
Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank
you for that clarification, because we
know that there®s way too much gun
violence in the City of Philadelphia.

But 1T we could have come
forward Mr. Mike Ewall of the Energy
Justice Network, 1If we can have him
return.

(Witness approached witness
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table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: 1 want to
recognize Councilman Green.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Thank you,
Madam Chair. 1 apologize for the delay
in coming to this hearing this morning.
I had an appointment with my son, which
lasted much longer than 1 anticipated.

But, Mr. Ewall, thank you for
your testimony. You raised some points
regarding the issue that 1°ve been very
concerned about. 1"ve been following for
the past two years the contract for
public services from a recycling contract
Republic and Waste Management, two
recycling contracts with the City of
Philadelphia. They have been engaging
with the City for some time, well over a
year, to renew that contract, and the
City failed to do that. They let the
contract expire. | believe that was the
end of September of this year.

I"m also very aware of the

Issue that"s happening in China in
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reference to their change In receiving
recycled waste that are highly
contaminated. So | have a major concern
in reference to the fact that we are now
burning, I believe, about 45 percent of
our recycling product. That"s iIn
violation of state law.

In your testimony I wasn"t sure
iIT you"ve had any direct conversation
with the Streets Department. 1 believe
they have a month-to-month contract now
with Waste Management and also Covanta.
For a period of time we didn"t even know
what the City was doing with the
recycling material that Republic was
servicing. In addition, Republic has a
location i1n South Philadelphia that has
about 100 jobs there that will possibly
be lost.

So I"m curious in reference to
what type of conversations you"ve had
with the Streets Department. 1 know the
Republic and some other entities

responded to an RFP, but I have some
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major issues In reference -- and concerns
in reference to the fact that we are now
going from a leading city iIn reference to
recycling when you go back many decades
to at a point now where we"re actually
burning almost 50 percent of recycled
materials.

MR. EWALL: Thank you for that
question. It"s a very important one.

That 45 percent might be an
underestimate. 1 remember when ABC first
exposed the story, the Streets Department
was saying It was 50 percent, and even
that i1s probably underestimated, because
when we throw things in recycling, not
all of that stuff gets recycled. Some of
It 1s contamination that gets diverted
and then some of that could end up being
burned.

I know Baltimore i1s facing a
situation and DC in their area where
everything that goes to their recycling
center that doesn"t manage to get

recycled feeds to Baltimore incinerators.
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So similar things could be happening
here. Because In this region, we have a
company named Mascaro, one of the smaller
waste haulers. They built a material
recovery facility. They call 1t MRFs,
recycling sorting centers, of the future,
they say, and this is a euphemism for
they"re going to pull out the plastics
there and market it to be burned as fuel
probably in (unintelligible) in the
Lehigh Valley, which a lot of that has
been going on. So even the recycling
systems are now extending things that are
collected as 1T they"re meant for
recycling and burning them intentionally
In some cases. So we need contracts to
make sure that there cannot be any
burning.

The Streets Department, when
they"re quoted in the ABC piece, Scott
McGrath, who is the one working on these
contracts, he was quoted saying that he
thinks 1t"s better to be burning them

than to even have them go to landfills.
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Now, of course both are i1llegal. They"re
supposed to get recycled. But iIt"s
clearly i1ncorrect to argue that putting
the stuff In our ailr and creating toxic
ash with the rest i1s somehow better than
putting it straight in a landfill.
That"s completely the opposite of what"s
good for public health.

Now, as far as the Streets
Department and my attempts to talk to
them have been very difficult. There is
a Solid Waste and Recycling Advisory
Committee that meets across the street,
and 1°ve been to their last few meetings.
They are not an advisory committee
anymore. They haven®t apparently been
for years. They"re called that, but
basically you go there and it"s very
classroom style, one-directional updates
from Scott McGrath and others, who don*"t
take tough questions, who don®"t answer
my -- actually sometimes he answers the
phone and tells me he"ll get back to me

and never does. But they don"t follow
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through or do anything to answer
questions, and when they®"ve been
challenged by committee members and other
members of the public like myself about
why don®"t they actually be iInteractive
and use the Advisory Committee to get
advice, and we"ve asked them specifically
the waste contract iIs coming up very
soon, they should be out any day now for
the RFPs for those. We want to give
input on them before they release them.
Oh, no, we can"t do that. Oh,
no, there"s no interest in doing that.
And then two months later at
the most recent committee meeting after
they were specifically asked to do that
and had two months to do so -- | said,
what"s the status of the public
involvement of this committee giving
advice on those?
Well, there®s no time for that.
Well, what did you do for the
last two months, Scott McGrath?

Well, there"s no time for that.
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So they®ve been evasive. 1[1"ve
had a Right to Know battle with the City
recently, and they®ve taken more than a
month longer than they“"re legally allowed
to have to find even the current
contracts for me, which should be up on
the website, and they"re still digging
through files trying to find them, and
for the first month, pretend that they
don"t even exist, which is impossible. |
gave them the reference numbers and
everything, and they still were acting
like they don"t exist, and now all the
sudden they exist. Well, we either can"t
give them to you or you have to dig
through IT to get them. And this iIs just
current contracts, no less understanding
and weighing in on the ones coming out
next.

So there"s been a huge
transparency problem, a huge
accountability problem. Bureaucrats like
Scott McGrath just need to go, because

they don"t understand modern waste
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systems. | think starting with changing
the culture of the Streets Department is
going to get to the problems you“re
trying to get to.

So 1 agree. 1 would love to
work with both of your offices to solve
the recycling problem in the City, but we
need to first get the people who have
been an obstacle to i1t out of the way.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Thank you
for your testimony. 1%ve had
conversations with others and they
basically made similar statements, and I
just wanted to clarify that my
understanding was consistent with what
I*ve heard from others and yours was the
same, and I will be taking additional
measures. So thank you.

MR. EWALL: Thank you. |1
appreciate your question.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony again. Thank you.

IT we could have the Clerk call

the fourth panel.
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THE CLERK: Matt Walker, Clean
Air Council.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

MR. WALKER: Good morning.

THE CLERK: Dr. Walter Tsou,
Executive Director, and Tammy Murphy,
Medical Advocacy Director, Physicians for
Social Responsibility; Jennifer Clarke,
Executive Director of the Public Interest
Law Center; and Lynn Robinson, Neighbors
Against the Gas Plant.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

MS. MURPHY: 1Is i1t okay i1f 1
bring my friends from the Math, Civics
and Science Charter School?

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Sure. IFf
you want to have them sit right here iIn
the front, that"s fine.

Okay. Well, you"re not Logan.

MR. WALKER: No. I™"m filling
in for Logan.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: You're
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Matt?

MR. WALKER: Yeah, Matt Walker.
Thanks for the opportunity to speak. My
name i1s Matt Walker. [1"m the Advocacy
Director with Clean Air Council. We"re a
non-profit environmental advocacy
organization headquartered in
Philadelphia. The Council has been
working to protect everyone®s right to
breathe clean air for over 50 years now.

Clean Air Council has 37
activist members, i1ncluding many in the
Philly area, and I also serve on the
Steering Committee of Green Justice
Philly.

As the resolution states, there
IS a direct connection between polluted
air, water, and soil and public health.
Studies have established that low-i1ncome
communities and communities of color are
disproportionately affected by
contaminants In our environment.
According to a 2018 EPA study and the
2017 NAACP study, residents of low income
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and neighborhoods of color are
disproportionately impacted by air,
water, and soil pollution and suffer a
higher amount of 11l health effects.
This 1s partially due to the fact that
such communities host heavier polluting
operations, are studied near
transportation hubs, and have more
undesirable businesses such as auto body
shops and scrap yards.

Air pollution in low 1ncome and
neighborhoods of color is impacted by
many sources. Some of the notable ones
are bigger industrial sources, like the
Philadelphia Energy Solutions refinery
and Honeywell Chemical Plant, and mobile
sources, including car and truck traffic.
In many of the City"s old industrial
neighborhoods, soil is heavily
contaminated with lead and other
hazardous chemicals. Industrial
facilities as well as sites like scrap
yards and auto body shops tend to be

located In underresourced neighborhoods
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and communities of color.

According to the NAACP,
approximately 13.4 percent of African
American children nationwide have asthma,
over 1.3 million children, compared to
7.3 percent for white children, and the
death rate for African American children
with asthma is one per one million, while
for white children 1t is one per 10
million.

The NAACP report also states
that the PES refinery is responsible for
72 percent of the toxic air emissions 1iIn
Philadelphia, which contributes largely
to a citywide childhood asthma rate that
IS more than two times the national
average.

Clean Air Council has been
active In working to identify and reduce
environmental burdens in the City"s
low-income neighborhoods. In the last
few years, the Council has worked with
residents i1n Southwest Philadelphia, the

River Wards, and Germantown. The Council
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has educated residents on local sources
of fine particulate matter and its
impacts on the health of community
residents, how residents of these
communities can better participate in the
decisions by government and industry that
impact their health and welfare, how
community members can monitor and report
high pollution levels iIn their
neighborhood by using Clean Air
Council-developed air monitors.

For example, the Council®s
monitors were the only ones that actually
recorded the high pollution levels caused
by a recent scrap yard fire in
Kensington.

The Council has worked to
promote smoke-free housing, including
public housing. The Council has worked
to hold PES accountable for the immense
amount of air pollution 1t emits in the
City. The Council routinely works in
neighborhoods to conduct toxic tours for

residents to help them better understand
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sources of air pollution in their
neighborhoods, such as the numerous area
sources i1n the River Wards, like scrap
yards and auto body shops and large
sources.

Regarding the PES refinery,
Sunoco is liable for remediating the
historic levels of contamination at the
refinery and has denied local residents
and others the opportunity to provide
input on the remediation plans. The
Department of Environmental Protection
has approved Sunoco"s analysis and weak
clean-up standards for eight of the 11
sections of the refinery property.

Given the proximity of the
refinery to environmental justice
neighborhoods and the major impact to
soil and drinking water sources, the lack
of public Input so far Is unacceptable.
As PES i1s likely to go bankrupt again by
2022 when i1ts debts mature, 1t is
imperative that the City of Philadelphia

engage area residents and other
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stakeholders In a process to ensure
proper remediation and fully explore
alternative redevelopment scenarios for
the refinery sites so that the future
uses can inform remediation planning for
the parcels and be used to determine 1f
Sunoco”s proposed plans are adequate.

Over the years of working on
environmental justice In these
neighborhoods, the Council has noticed
that the only response to attempt to
improve policies and permitting decisions
in environmental justice neighborhoods is
to add extra layers of public
participation and input. While
engagement In the process i1s clearly a
key starting point, that in itself will
not adequately address environmental
Injustices.

Climate change is having
outside 1mpacts on underresourced
neighborhoods through additional
flooding, mold, heat island effect, and

energy consumption, to name a few.
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According to the Fourth National Climate
Assessment, climate change i1s predicted
to significantly increase ozone levels
across the country. The report states
that populations, including, quote, older
adults, children, low-income communities,
and some communities of color, are often
disproportionately affected by and less
resilient to the health impacts of
climate change. Adaptation and
mitigation policies and programs that
help individuals, communities, and states
prepare for the risks of a changing
climate reduce the number of injuries,
1llnesses, and deaths from
climate-related health outcomes, end
guote.

Philadelphia City Council must
do more to relieve overburdened
communities from exposure to
environmental pollutants and risks, many
of which are exacerbated by climate
change. City Council should consider the

following policy ideas to address issues
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that disproportionately impact low-income
and minority neighborhoods:

Hire more inspectors for Air
Management Services that would focus
specifically on overburdened communities.

Pass an ordinance that would
prohibit new or modified major or
synthetic minor sources of air pollution
in Philadelphia that would increase
incremental cancer risk by more than one
in one million for surrounding
communities. The ordinance would require
Air Management Services to ensure that a
permit 1s not granted unless the
applicant can reduce pollution levels to
this standard. Applicants can meet the
threshold through using improved
technology practices or by reducing hours
of operation.

Require transportation hubs,
including the ports, to implement
measures that limit 1dling and
electrified vehicle fleets and equipment.

Advocate that SEPTA electrifies
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iIts entire bus fleet by 2030 in order to
reduce exposure to air pollutants,
particularly for transit-dependent
individuals, including low-income
residents.

Demand that DEP and appropriate
City agencies allow public input into
remediation plans for the Philadelphia
Energy Solutions refinery site.

Hold hearings with the head of
the Police Department and Health
Department on obstacles to enforcing
anti-1dling laws, especially in
low-income neighborhoods. Hold hearings
with agency heads and ask them why they
have no policy on or training on
anti-idling.

Thank you for your time.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony. And, again, we"re
going to hold questions until the end of

the panel.
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Dr. Tsou.

DR. TSOU: Thank you very much,
Chaitrwoman Bass, members of the Public
Health Committee. My name is Dr. Walter
Tsou. 1 serve as the Executive Director
of Philadelphia Physicians for Social
Responsibility. | speak today about the
gas plant 1n Nicetown.

I want to address this public
health 1ssue i1n our community and its
impact on fossil fuel burning and its
impact on climate change. As you might
expect, | oppose the operation of this
gas plant by SEPTA, which I believe
should never have been permitted by Air
Management Services, which is the
division, | should say, of our Public
Health Department.

The fact that a permit was
granted and is currently under appeal by
residents 1n Nicetown/Germantown, which
we" 1l hear shortly, shows that there are
flaws 1n our whole permitting process.

It says that we need to update the air
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code In Philadelphia, and i1t"s currently
woefully overdue.

In the era of climate change,
we need to require renewable energy, such
as wind, solar, hydroelectric, and tidal,
as the first choice for energy
production, and we should not allow a
permit unless 1t can prove that renewable
energy cannot be used to satisfy the
energy needs of the proposed power plant.
Furthermore, we need to know the health
statistics of known cardiovascular and
respiratory illnesses, such as heart
attacks, asthma, emphysema, lung cancer,
before i1ssuing a permit that would spew
particulate matter, VOCs, and carbon
monoxide and nitrogen oxides on
neighborhoods that already have 20
percent or more higher rates than the
rest of the City.

The Health Department collects
this data through i1ts vital records and
community health surveillance surveys,

yet inexplicably i1t does not use any of
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this data 1n its current permitting
process. Why collect the data i1f it is
not going to be used iIn a proactive
fashion?

(Applause.)

DR. TSOU: Had such a
permitting process been used in the case
of the SEPTA gas plant process, | believe
we would have not allowed i1t to have been
built. We would have been asking many
questions about why renewable energy was
not the first choice rather than building
this power plant, and inevitably we would
be faced with the difficult truth that
burning natural gas is contributing to
our global warming dilemma and we cannot
escape that not just individuals but
cities need to reduce its carbon
footprint.

We need to -- we should not
have allowed a gas plant In Nicetown, a
largely African American community with
the second highest childhood

hospitalization rates for asthma, a data
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map, which is sitting over there, which
iIs collected from the Health Department®s
own health of the City of Philadelphia.
It also has adult asthma rates that shows
progressive iIncreases In zip code 19140,
which 1s Nicetown. 1In 2000, 1t was 9.3
percent asthma; in 2010, 21.6 percent;
and just five years after that, in 2015,
It"s 25 percent.

In short, we are permitting a
gas plant by simply adding more -- we are
permitting a gas plant by simply adding
more pollution in an impoverished
neighborhood with worsening asthma rates.
It"s the opposite of what we should be
doing 1n a city that cares for its
citizens and believes i1n public health.

There 1s a longer discussion of
what we should be doing as owners of PGW
and the larger gas infrastructure In our
city. Eventually we would need to
consider how do we plan for the
inevitable obsolescence of using gas in a

planet that hopes to avoid the worst of
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what is predicted by global warming, but
for now, we can begin with one that
should be obvious to all of us, a gas
plant that was made by the wrong decision
not only by the face of global warming
but for a neighborhood called Nicetown.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

Please state your name for the
record and begin.

MS. CLARKE: Good morning.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Pardon me.
Before you begin your testimony, | do
want to acknowledge the presence of
Councilman Al Taubenberger who has joined
us this morning. Thank you.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: Thank
you, Madam Chair.

MS. CLARKE: Good morning. My
name is Jennifer Clarke. [I"m the
Executive Director of the Public Interest

Law Center, and thank you for taking
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leadership on this very Important issue
today and holding these hearings today.
The Public Interest Law Center is a
non-profit law firm that advances the
social, civil, and economic rights of
people 1n Philadelphia who face barriers
of discrimination and poverty.

The testimony that 1"m going to
give today was actually written by my
colleague, Ebony Griffin, who
unfortunately couldn®t be here today, so
I am going to read her testimony.

My name i1s Ebony Griffin and 1
am a staff attorney at the Public
Interest Law Center focusing on
environmental justice and the Director of
the Law Center®s Garden Justice Legal
Initiative. Thank you for allowing me
the opportunity to speak before you today
about an issue I feel passionately about.
I want to commend you for taking steps to
tackle this issue head-on, especially at
a time so critical to the future of our

planet.
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In my practice, | see the
residual effects of environmental
injustice - childhood asthma, increased
cancer rates, high instances of mental
i1llness, and decreased learning capacity.
Pennsylvania ranks number two in the
nation among the states with the largest
difference in exposure to air pollution
between the races and between the wealthy
and the poor.

The Nicetown neighborhood is an
example of what we"re talking about. It
IS a neighborhood that suffers from
health disparities, often caused by
environmental pollution. Nicetown
already experiences diesel exhaust from
many buses at the Midvale Bus Depot 1in
addition to exhaust from a nearby
highway. 1t has been designated as an
environmental justice area, which means a
location with either 30 percent of i1ts
inhabitants from a minority group or 20
percent below the poverty level. In

Nicetown, of course, over 60 percent is
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black and 40 percent live below the
poverty line.

But, as we all know, iIn
November 2017, the Philadelphia
Department of Air Management Services
approved a permit for SEPTA to install a
combined heat and power plant in that
neighborhood. The permit would allow the
plant to emit an additional 21.8 tons per
year of nitrogen oxides and 16.5 tons per
year of volatile organic chemicals.

What"s the problem? The
problem really i1s the permitting system
in Philadelphia and in Pennsylvania.

That permitting system only analyzes
what®"s coming out of the new source. It
does not look at a holistic view of
what"s happening when you add a new
source.

In this situation, Nicetown
residents did everything they were
supposed to do. They attended public
meetings to ensure their voices were

heard. They presented facts about the
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community health. They expressed
concerns about the vulnerability. They
received support from their
Councilperson, who also publicly opposed
the plant. But AMS granted that permit
for two reasons. The applicant complied
with the applicable regulations, and that
source i1s considered a minor source, a
minor source because of the volume that
It emitted. But the problem 1s when
you"re from the point of view of the
people 1In Nicetown who are inundated with
pollution sources, one additional minor
source could potentially exacerbate the
whole situation. And another problem is
that many applicants limit the amount of
emissions so that they are a minor
source, which makes 1t much easier for
them to obtain a permit.

So what are the solutions?
Legal scholars have looked at how we
solve this problem, and the common theme
Is to make a difference in the lives of

vulnerable communities. We have to
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change the way we analyze and approve
permits with potential environmental
impacts. There are three different ways
that this could be accomplished, and we
propose that City Council take up one or
all of them.

First there is the cumulative
impact analysis. That would require an
agency to take what"s being proposed in
the new permit and add i1t to all of the
existing permits and look at the impact
there. This practice would require the
City to conduct a modeling iIn every
environmental justice community to
understand what are the existing
discharges and what the effect would be
of the new discharge.

Another way to look at this is
from the point of view of the health of
the community, and there are two
different kinds of health impact
analyses. One would be called an
Environmental Justice Protocol that was

proposed first by our now deceased
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lawyer, Jerry Balter. The Environmental
Justice Protocol would build in to the
permitting process an analysis of the
public health of the community and of the
fact that whether or not the community
was an environmental justice community,
and 1t would really build that in
regardless what the cause of the health
disparity would be. So i1t would look at
state and local Health Department
statistics and give people a means for
deciding which community should be
protected against polluting/emitting
facilities.

Another option Is something
called the Vulnerability Scale. It"s
very similar to the Environmental Justice
Protocol because i1t puts the health of
the community at the forefront of the
permitting decision. But i1t"s more
simplistic. It would assign a numerical
value to communities based on criteria
such maternal health, asthma rates,

hospitalization rates. And then the
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community would receive a grade based on
the total sum of the vulnerability
criteria. Based on this number, if a
community iIs considered vulnerable, the
City would simply say no more facilities.
It would just place a moratorium on new
facilities.

So 1n conclusion, communities
of color and low-income communities 1In
the City are those most often left
dealing with the effects of environmental
pollution. 1In order to solve this
problem, Philadelphia has to take the
lead in creating new, creative, and
equitable policies aimed at undoing
environmental racism.

Thank you for taking the time
to consider this testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much for your testimony.

And 1T we could hear from Lynn
Robinson next.

MS. ROBINSON: Good morning.
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My name i1s Lynn Robinson. 1 am
representing Neighbors Against the Gas
Plants. Our membership resides in
Council District 8, and we sincerely
thank Councilwoman Bass for Resolution
180785, which authorizes this much-needed
hearing.

Our founding mission at NAGP
has been to be a local voice which
expresses a resounding no to SEPTA"s gas
power plant in Nicetown. Our driving
concern is public health, not because the
power plant 1s huge but because the
neighborhood i1s already oversaturated
with toxic air and disease. There must
be a cap. The neighborhood needs relief,
not an additional burden.

It 1s no secret —- 1"m not
going to repeat this. We"ve talked about
environmental racism, so I°11 spare you.

But we would like to thank
Councilwoman Bass for writing, for
speaking out against this project. We

also want to thank Councilwomen Gym and
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Reynolds Brown for their writing, and we
want to also thank Councilwoman Reynolds
Brown for appearing at the November
appeals hearing and for the Environment
Committee hearing two weeks ago.

Our nation®s lax environmental
laws have led to widespread asthma, but
not all of us bear the burden equally. |1
grew up In a green area of Baltimore City
and 1 did not even know what asthma was.
This 1s the have"s and the have not"s
environmentally.

Nicetown has extremely high
diesel and particulate pollution levels
from combustion engine exhaust, but that
mixes iIn In addition to the City"s
background air flowing up from the south,
which has been tainted by the refinery,
the Veolia plant in Grays Ferry, and our
trash that"s been talked about today
burning in Chester. And Nicetown sits in
a topographical bowl, so that summer
inversions are especially intense.

Air pollution causes a wide
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range of physical and brain diseases.
The Philadelphia Health Department
statistics say that Nicetown has the
second highest childhood hospitalization
rate for asthma and highest rates for
cancer and mental i1llness. So I want to
clarify exactly what SEPTA has built on
their property in Nicetown, why they did
1t, and what action we wish for Council
to take.

Here i1s the why: SEPTA came
under pressure to buy natural gas. We
know that pressure was applied iIn
Harrisburg in 2012 and at City Council,
citing benefits to PGW 1n 2016 at a SEPTA
budget hearing. It is likely that
pressure also came from individuals
within the SEPTA Board itself.

SEPTA"s fTirst plan to buy
natural gas was to convert its bus fleet
from diesel fuel to the compressed
natural gas buses. But in 2012, SEPTA
realized the expense of building the

infrastructure and cancelled the plan.
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They created an alternative plan to buy
natural gas, which is to build six power
plants, six within the City limits, and
one in Upper Darby. The first would be
Iin Nicetown near Wayne Junction. These
gas power plants would produce
electricity on site for regional trains
and replace power provided by PECO.

Some people ask whether SEPTA
has reasons to replace PECO power. Is
there a problem with supply? According
to SEPTA, SEPTA"s trains experience a
PECO power outage on average once every
other year.

SEPTA justified the project
with a resiliency argument, meaning SEPTA
needs a back-up system iIn case of a
future weather disaster caused by climate
change. But i1in such an emergency, a
battery back-up would suffice.

Many people say what is the
alternative to the Nicetown power plant?
Well, since the project is not needed,

the real question i1s does SEPTA have a
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choice about being a natural gas
customer?

Meanwhile, what exactly has
SEPTA built? 1It"s called a combined heat
and power plant, or CHP. CHPs burn
methane and produce electricity. The
toxic output is basically the same as a
regular methane power plant, but the CHP
has an added feature. It produces
electricity and i1s capable of capturing
up to 85 percent of what is called waste
heat and can direct i1t off location to
heat buirldings. For example, the large
Veolia plant in Grays Ferry makes
electricity and also heats steam, which
IS sent to warm buildings in Center City.

That dual purpose i1s why 20
years ago, before the modernization of
solar, wind, and tidal technologies, the
EPA gave CHP technology its stamp of
approval.

SEPTA has promoted its CHP as
approved by the EPA. Their Nicetown CHP,

however, will not capture 85 percent of
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the waste heat, only 5 percent for their
bus depot. But no worries. The EPA CHP
Partnership Program in Washington, DC
explained to me on a conference call that
It does not approve or monitor any
specific CHP project.

Some people have been led to
believe that SEPTA i1s just replacing
their current heating boilers for their
bus depot as an equal swap. The numbers
for emissions are that less than fTive
toxic tons a year will be replaced with
over 80 toxic tons a year.

SEPTA, AMS, and Mayor Kenney
have defended the project as reducing
greenhouse gases. That claim is
completely based on a 20-year-old
calculator provided by the EPA CHP
Partnership Program. The calculator
compares using the Pennsylvania®s grid to
using a CHP on site.

We join environmentalists who
consider this calculator to be flawed.

It uses old data, does not consider
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future trends, and does not consider
greenhouse gases released as part of the
process of obtaining fuels from the
ground and transporting them to their
destinations.

SEPTA claims that emissions
from their CHP will be undetectable.
It"s true that carbon monoxide 1is
odorless. It looks to me that the
emissions will not even go above our
heads. SEPTA"s plant is built and sits
off of Roberts Avenue at the bottom of a
slope, so that emissions coming from the
smoke stacks will emerge at about street
level to mix with tailpipe emissions.

SEPTA claims that the Nicetown
CHP 1s benign. Others will testify to
the flawed computer models.

But speaking of benign, one day
before i1ssuing the permit, AMS produced a
list of 37 hazardous chemicals, 15 of
which the EPA flags as carcinogenic. AMS
claims that the cancer risk i1s not

small -- is small enough to be
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reasonable, based on these chemicals in
isolation, not factoring iIn the
carcinogens already present iIn the
neighborhood. But cancers result from
compounded influences. And, furthermore,
I don"t think any cancer death is
reasonable.

We"re concerned that vulnerable
people will have exacerbated symptoms.
We"re also concerned about the cumulative
effects, which means new cases of
respiratory disease, high blood pressure,
cardiac and kidney disease, diabetes, low
birth rates, cancers, permanent cognitive
development damage in children, dementia,
and Alzheimer®s disease 1n adults.

Transportation is required for
survival in our current economy. SEPTA
IS needed. But our need for
transportation should not authorize them
to create unnecessary projects that
damage public health.

Between this Committee and the

Environment Committee, two public
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hearings have exposed nine Councilmembers
to the lens of environmental justice
before Christmas. Neighbors Against the
Gas Plant 1s hoping that most members of
the Committees will decide to bring the
SEPTA power plant issue as part of
environmental justice to the fTull
Council.

For the sake of the children 1in
19140, please pass a resolution that
SEPTA"s power plant should not be used.
A Council resolution in January would
open debate between legislators and
Administration. A creative alternative
solution that speeds air quality relief
to Nicetown could be found.

We have the nation®s worst
child mortality rate. Let"s figure out
how to make some changes.

Going forward into 2019, the
Mayor®s Office of Sustainability will
need to follow the new City Council
Commission on Environment. Burning

natural gas or any type of oil, 2, 4 or 6
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grade, 1s part of the problem, not the
solution. The natural gas process warms
the atmosphere more than coal and oil.
Greenhouse gas reduction goals for 2050
are not realistic. The deadline is 2030.

Thank you for listening.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony, Lynn.

Were you testifying?

MS. MURPHY: Yes.

Hello. My name is Tammy
Murphy. I"m the Medical Advocacy
Director of Physicians for Social
Responsibility in Philadelphia. Thank
you very much for inviting me.

A lot of what I was going to
talk about has already been covered, and
you have my written testimony, which 1is
quite a bit longer than three minutes, |
think. So 1 just wanted to point out a
few things.

We have a map of the area. So

this map shows the Nicetown area where
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this proposed power plant iIs set to --
well, 1t"s actually already being built.
The area i1s surrounded by multiple
combustion engine sources, heavy Route 1
traffic, regular street traffic, SEPTA
bus depot, trains, and then nearby bus
Tleets and truck fleets.

This combination of toxic
sources 1s not present in the Lycoming
Avenue area where the AMS air quality
test was done. So i1t"s actually quite a
different area. So the air quality is
not the same thing.

I wanted to point out on this
poster -- so these existing power plants
are all along this corridor here, and
then you have more going this way. And
basically building another power plant in
this area completes what 1 consider a
sacrifice zone. This 1s an area that 1is
already filled with toxicity. A third of
the children have asthma, and planting
another one right here is just completing

that sacrifice zone. So the entire area
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i1s Tilled with toxicity. And this iIs set
to be for more than the next two decades.

IT we can get the next map. So
since we"re talking about environmental
justice, 1 want to point out a few things
here. This area that"s in the red is
mostly a black community, the area in the
blue 1s mostly a Latino community, and
the area here on the side that®"s got the
magenta i1s mostly a white community.

The SEPTA power plant is being
put smack dab into the black community,
which we also know also has basically
close to the highest rates of asthma in
the City. This mark here In the magenta

actually says ""highest," which i1s just
away from the area, but i1t"s this whole
area with the dark blue 1s -- they“"re the
highest asthma rates iIn the City.

So there®s more detail 1n the
written testimony. 1 just wanted to give
some visuals.

Then we have a couple other

things about the economics iIn the area,
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the 1ncomes In the area. So the
Philadelphia Inquirer did a great article
recently about iIncomes, the reduction in
incomes In certain neighborhoods, and the
Nicetown/Tioga area i1s the second to the
lowest i1n Income. It"s reduced
drastically since 2006. 1 think it"s
about 36 percent. So the map there shows
that, and that proposed power plant is
going directly into that area.

So then this area, 1T you can
see on that map the darkest red, is the
poorest community, and that i1s exactly
where they"re planning to put this power
plant. Not to the left of i1t, which was,
1T you pair it with the other map, It"s
blue on here, that"s also the community
on the other one that was magenta and
white. They didn"t put it In that area.
They put 1t Into the poorest area with
the highest population of black people in
the area, right in the middle of that
sacrifice zone.

And then further down i1n the
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written testimony, | talk a little bit
more about the health impact. So i1f you
can turn the posters to the other side.

I thought 1t was very
interesting that Dr. Farley gave such an
accurate description of air pollution and
how 1t damages people®s lungs and then
went on to talk about the permitting
process as if 1t was fine. It"s not
fine. 1It"s actually measuring something
In Lycoming and then putting 1t somewhere
else, where 1f you took the same
measurements, you wouldn®t get the same
thing.

So these are the effects of 1It.
The details are iIn there. It affects, as
Lynn just talked about, it affects women
and children mostly.

(Audience member talking out.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Excuse me.
I"m sorry. Hold your comment. Hold your
comment for one second.

(Audience member talking out.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: We have the
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documents here. We have copies of the
documents. They could have been looking
at the documents.

(Audience member talking out.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: No problem.

(Audience member talking out.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: That"s
okay. But they have the documents right
in front of them. We can"t see them --
well, I can"t see them anyway from over
here, so 1t"s Important to be able to
have the actual document In front of you.

(Audience member talking out.)

MS. MURPHY: It"s okay. Thank
you for the support. |1 appreciate 1t.

So we have nitrogen oxides that
causes i1llnesses, particulate matter,
volatile organic compounds, and
ultra-fine particulates.

I also thought 1t was very
interesting that Dr. Farley talked about
how proud he was that the ailrport meets
these standards that are above the

national EPA standards for the airport,
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but then when 1t comes to Nicetown,
there®s no national standards that
they"re willing to exceed. And we have
repeatedly, as Mitch Chanin is here, he
repeatedly talked about ultra-fine
particulate matters. He"s educated me in
the topic.

It"s not going to be measured
as a standard by the EPA, and this
current administration is not going to
change that any time soon, but it"s clear
that the research i1s coming out. The
ultra-fine particulate matters are very
dangerous, especially for children with
their developing lungs. So It's
something that we should get ahead of the
federal standards. So i1f Dr. Farley 1is
so proud of 1t for the airport, why can"t
he be doing the same thing for the
Nicetown community. That would be iIn
accordance with the Pennsylvania
Environmental Rights Act and also in the
ideas put forth by the Public Interest

Law Center.
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Thank you for your i1deas today
too.

So at the end of my written
testimony, 1 talk a little bit more about
how the power plant infrastructure builds
environmental iInjustice at a time when we
need to move to -- move away from fossil
fuels. On the back, you can see that
there"s -- this iIs a separate area. This
IS In Susquehanna County iIn Pennsylvania,
but these are compressor stations,
basically showing that you can"t see the
gas until you use something that"s called
a FLIR camera, and then when you use this
lens of the camera, then you can actually
see the toxicity. So the two Images
there are really dramatically different.
But what you can"t see is killing you.

I also wanted to point out, if
we don"t move away from this fossil fuel
extraction industry that is exactly what
Lynn talked about -- they are putting
pressure on our city to capitulate to

policymakers in other parts of our state

Page 117

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Health and Human Services
December 12, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

12/12/18 - PUBLIC HEALTH - RES. 180785
that want to be 1In the good graces of the
fossil fuel extraction industry, but in
the meantime, i1t"s going to cause our
city and other areas in the state to feel
more like San Antonio, Texas iIn ten years
than Philadelphia. And I don"t think I
want my children growing up in San
Antonio, Texas"™ environment in the
summer, because 1t"s dangerous. So then
you add toxicity to that heat and you"re
getting more and more sickness all the
time.

So I*d like to talk further.
We have lots of information about not
just this power plant, but the industry
behind 1t, and 1*d like to talk to you
more about that, so my contact
information i1s here.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Very good.
Thank you so much for your testimony and
for bringing the young ladies down.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Would any

of you ladies like to speak on the record
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about the issue? Feel free. We"re all
family here. But we would love to have
your testimony, just what you think.
There®s no written script that you have
to follow.

well, we"ll give them a moment
to think about 1t. We can always circle
back 1T you decide that you would like to
say a few words.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay. We
got to taker. Okay.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Good
morning. Is 1t still morning?

MISS MORRIS: Good morning. My
name i1s Zakiyyah Morris, and I believe
that this 1s wrong and to sacrifice other
people for someone else®s benefit 1
believe i1s very selfish and very
Inconsiderate.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
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very much for your testimony. Thank you.
Anyone else, ladies?

(Witness approached witness
table.)

(Applause. )

MISS NUNEZ: Good morning. My
name is Imani Nunez, and 1 believe this
gas plant 1s very wrong. It"s putting a
lot of women and children in jeopardy,
and the people who are trying to build
1t, they"re not looking at the bigger
picture. They"re not concerned about
other people®s health. They"re only
concerned about their financial gain, and
1t shouldn"t be built.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much for your testimony.

Ladies, anyone else?

(Witness approached witness
table.)

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Please

state your name for the record.
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MISS BROWN: My name is Badera
Brown. And I think this i1s wrong,
because 1t"s not benefiting us In any
type of way. |It"s benefiting maybe any
funds that you need.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.
And last, but certainly not least.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

(Applause.)

MISS GORDON: My name i1s Ananda
Gordon. As a resident of the Nicetown
community, 1 think i1t"s very wrong to be
selfish and put this gas plant in this
community after already having many there
already.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Very good.
Well, thank you. Thank you for being
here.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: And I think
It"s important to, as much as we can,

include the voices of our young people,
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because this is really not as much about
a lot of us, but really about them and
their future. So they"re going to be
here much longer than the rest of us will
be. So we"re so glad that you"re here,
that you"re up on this i1ssue, that you"re
paying attention, and that you came out
this morning.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Councilman
Taubenberger.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: Madam
Chair, 1 thank you.

I want to thank all the
witnesses that have been here so far, but
I really want to particularly thank the
last four witnesses. 1 think i1t"s very
important that you participate in this,
that you speak out from your mind,
because that"s truly what democracy Iis.
And all the witnesses here have educated
me on a point of view that | need to hear
more of, and I"m glad they were all here.

But as young people and as you
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go forward in life, 1t"s important to
speak up on things that have concern to
you, because 1f you don"t, the time will
pass and people will say, well, nothing
was said. |If you say something, whether
It"s here on the record or even to other
folks or letters to the editor, 1 think
It"s very, very important.

Also, as you go forward In your
academic careers, what you just did could
also be put on your resume, that you
testified —-

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: This
IS Important. That you testified in
front of the City Council Committee of
Public Health. 1 think the world ought
to know about 1t. So keep that in mind.
And 1T you need some documentation that
you actually did 1t, we have the record
here, but 1 would be happy to write a
note, 1"m sure as well as the Chair and
anyone else that was present, of your

accomplishments and the fact that you
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spoke.

I can"t thank you enough. Keep
up the good work.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Councilman.

And 1 also want to point out,
1T you go to phlcouncil.com, you can
actually -- you"ll be able to see your
segment of the testimony. You can scroll
through and see yourselves online. So
you may want to check that out and add it
to your Facebook page or something.

I"m sorry. Councilman Green.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Just to
follow up on that point, 1"m assuming
that you were excused from school today
in order to be here, so hopefully you
will get extra credit for your testimony,
which was --

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN GREEN: -- which was
probably beyond your participation, so

you should get some extra credit for
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providing testimony and let your other
colleagues iIn school know what they
missed out on by not being here. So
thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Councilman.

I did want to, back to the
first part of the panel, one of the
things that | just wanted to point out is
that I really, really appreciate that you
all came with some very specific
suggestions in terms of what 1t i1s that
you think, would like for us to do, would
like for us to take a look at. 1 always
tell people, government does not have all
the answers, and so we really need to
hear from our citizens iIn terms of what
things that we should be looking at, what
should we be paying attention to.

I always tell folks, please
don"t assume that | know that your street
didn®t get plowed. Please let me know.
And the same with this. Please let me

know, particularly 1t you have an area of
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expertise In this matter and there are
some specific things that you think we
should be looking at. Some of them we
may have already looked at and not been
able to proceed on, but I can honestly
say that from this hearing, I was able to
get some very good information iIn terms
of things that 1 can follow up on, as I
said earlier, with my colleague
Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds Brown as
we talk about the environment, and she
chairs the Committee on the Environment.

So I look forward to working
through some of your suggestions, and
there will probably be -- I"m thinking
likely be -- additional hearings out of
some of this information that we®ve
gathered here today.

So thank you so much all for
being here.

Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds
Brown.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: If I could

please punctuate Councilwoman Bass®
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remarks. We had, I believe, a
comprehensive, informative, and very
instructive hearing led by my committee
and 1ts members a couple of weeks ago,
and my staff and I are now actually
taking the list of recommendations,
because there were many, that now
collectively we can not talk about but
act on next year.

So to underscore Councilwoman
Bass® second point is, 1 would change "I
to "we."™ We never assume that we know i1t
at all. In fact, faux pas and shame on
you 1f you operate iIn that space. We
learn and do better when those of you who
care enough to, A, show up but, B, offer
tangible actionable 1tems that we can
then look to list, prioritize where we
want to act on, because we can®"t do i1t
all when we have a gazillion issues
facing us, but when you bring us what
matters to you, we can certainly
prioritize and then stake out where we

want to make those actionable 1tems real
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for 2019.

So 1 would say to you to be
encouraged. We have heard you. We do
listen. We write it down, because iIf
It"s not written, it doesn"t exist. We
reread testimony and then, as | said, we
look to see where we want to act upon
next year.

And 1 just might add that
Councilman Green, who 1s intimately
active with environmental i1ssues as well
and the Chair of the Commission, 1S
always paying attention as well. You
have multiple ears on this Council that
care deeply about the future, because for
us, the future is now when It comes to
the environment and sustainability.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Council Lady.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Councilman
Taubenberger.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: 1
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also once again want to thank you, but
just so you know a little bit about my
background, I didn®"t come from the
typical political background that people
might expect. 1 have a degree from Penn
State University i1n agronomy. I1"m a soil
scientist and field crop manager, and I™m
going to be very blunt about this. You
can"t grow anything i1If the environment is
too polluted. An agronomist actually
helps put food on the table. In fact, if
you had a good meal today or tomorrow,
well, thank an agronomist because
somewhere they were involved in growing
that food.

So my point to you is this:
Your coming forward in this format with
our Council colleagues i1s so Important to
hear your voices. | thank you all for
your collective time. Once again, |
particularly thank the four young ladies
who took a little challenge. 1t"s not
easy to speak in public. In fact, some

people like to face execution rather than
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speak 1n public. That"s a lot of
baloney, but 1t"s true. The only way you
can ever convince anyone is by speaking
up, and 1 thank you for your speaking up.

Thank you all very much.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.
Thank you, Councilman.

And 1T we can have the Clerk
call the next panel.

THE CLERK: Peter Winslow, Eric
Marsh, Maura Bailey, Karen Melton.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: And as they
come forward, we"re going to ask that, in
the i1nterest of time so that we don"t
lose our members, that you limit your
testimony to two minutes or less and that
you -- we"re hopeful that you are able to
bring us new information. So we"ve heard
a lot of things and a lot of iInformation
today, but if we could pinpoint some

things that we may not have heard, we
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would like to hear from you on those
particular i1tems.

Yes. State your name for the
record and please begin your testimony.

MR. WINSLOW: Thank you,
Councilwoman Bass and Councilwoman
Reynolds Brown and Councilman Green,
Councilman Taubenberger for this
opportunity to talk to the Committee.

I have submitted written
testimony, which 1"m not going to repeat,
but rather refer to some of the prior
testimony that we"ve heard today as being
more relevant perhaps to the ongoing
discussion.

COURT STENOGRAPHER: Can you
state your name.

MR. WINSLOW: 1I"m sorry. My
name i1s Peter Winslow. 1"m a resident of
West Mount Airy and speaking as President
of the Evolve Foundation.

First, 1 want to endorse the
recommendations that have been made to

Council by the Public Interest Law Center
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and the Clean Air Council, and 1°d like
to not take up the time of the Committee
but also re-express the anguish of people
in the community, including myself, who
feel so strongly that there®s been a
miscarriage in the situation of Air
Management Services approving the permit
for SEPTA to build this plant iIn
Nicetown.

The point that 1°d like to make
to the Committee most specifically is
that there has been a misunderstanding as
expressed by Commissioner Farley iIn terms
of what the responsibility i1s with
respect to environmental justice issues
and reaction to environmental racism. As
he stated, the Air Management Services,
the Department of Health, and other
agencies of the City feel that their
responsibility i1s solely to inform and
listen to the public rather than engage
In an actual conversation and find
solutions 1n a collaborative manner and,

moreover, not to -- to actually look at
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the i1ssue of environmental racism.

The Civil Rights Act of 1964
lays out the constitutional rules based
on the federal law, and our laws flow
down from the federal to the state to the
city level and are enforced by our public
officials. They take that responsibility
INn a very narrow sense based upon the
mandate that they"ve been given. It"s
important that City Council explain and
clarify what that mandate i1s. And that
mandate i1s not just to have public
information provided. It"s not just to
have an honest and full process, as has
not been followed in the case of the
Nicetown plant, but 1t 1s really to apply
heightened scrutiny when there is an
application for a permit In an
environmental justice area. There®s a
definition of what that i1s. |If an area
has as much as 30 percent of a minority
population or 20 percent of i1ts people
are below the poverty line, 1t is an

environmental justice area. And many
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areas of Philadelphia have been
designated by the Pennsylvania Department
of Environmental Protection as
environmental justice areas.

So the Council should give and
can give direction to the Department of
Health, Air Management Services, other
agencies of the City that they should
apply heightened scrutiny and actually
look at the impact. The test is very
clear. |ITf there i1Is an adverse and
disparate effect on the population, not a
balancing test, not a balancing test, and
It"s not an issue of nuance, 1t°"s really
1T there 1s any harm to a disadvantaged
population, 1t i1s a violation. Why don"t
you make that clear, as simple as that,
by resolution of City Council and
instruct our public officials to protect
the citizens of Philadelphia.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Peter, as |
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was mentioning earlier, out of the
testimony that we received today, that is
something that 1 believe that we are
going to be taking a look at to
strengthen Air Management and when these
permits are going to be issued and under
what conditions and in what communities.
So 1 think that the standard -- we found
out unfortunately too late the standard
i1s probably much, much, much too low, and
that 1s one of the things that we"re
taking away from today®s hearing to make
sure that we can figure out how do we
address that. So when we talk about that
there®s going to be additional outcomes
from today"s hearing, 1 just wanted to
mention that. And thank you for your
testimony.

And so 1T we could have the
next person testify. 1 know that you
wanted five minutes. And let me just say
the reason why 1"m saying two minutes 1is
that we have four members of Council and

there®s other panels that are after this
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panel. And so I just want to make sure
that everyone who Is here has the benefit
of being heard by all of the members, and
I know that they have very busy schedules
and some folks are going to have to leave
probably very soon. So we"re asking
Tfolks to condense their testimony just to
make sure that everyone gets a chance to
be heard by the full panel that"s here
today.

But go ahead, please begin your
testimony.

MS. BAILEY: Thank you,
Councilwoman. And 1°d appreciate 1t my
written testimony could be sent to the
record.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Absolutely.

MS. BAILEY: 1711 try and find
out who I send that to a little later.

I had two issues that 1 wanted
to bring before Council, but 1711 skip
the first one. My name is Maura Bailey
and I am a resident and landlord in

Germantown. I"m also a member of the
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Neighbors Against Gas Plants.

My second issue IS my concern
about a couple of the projects being
undertaken In the City to iIncrease
profits for City agencies at the expense
of the health of City residents. When I
was growing up in South Philly, 1 could
always smell the refineries. |1 had a
tract before the age of two when they cut
your ailrway open because 1 couldn®t
breathe. 1 had asthma until I moved to
Mount Ailry at age 19 when i1t miraculously
went away. From ages 13 to 18, 1 also
worked at the Quartermaster®s base where
the Defense Department moved from because
of the contamination from the ground from
the refineries. There was a lot of money
spent to clean up the ground and put a
mall there, but now PGW wants to make
liquefied gas at the refineries. And,
sure, i1t sounds like a good deal. PGW
will not only have gas and a reserve, but
It can also make money off of the

surplus.
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I don"t know a lot about the
process, but 1 implore the Health
Committee and City Council to thoroughly
investigate the dangers to the community
of such a plant and get some i1ndependent
analysis of the impact from processing
liquid gas i1n a residential city, and
don"t let them misrepresent the truth
like SEPTA did for the gas plants they“re
building. They said 1t was a minor
plant, but 1t"s really a major plant
subject to a different set of
regulations, or they said 1t"s one set of
emissions, but they lied and didn"t
disclose the full list, or by the time
you find out the truth, 1t"s built and
being opened, like the plant they“re
scheduled to start up In Nicetown iIn
January .

The current federal
administration does not even believe
climate change exists even though the
experts say that we have 12 years to

change course. State and federal
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administrations are rolling back
regulations 1n environmental protections.
Is Philadelphia, the largest city in this
state, going to follow below state and
federal thresholds or are we going to
exceed the minimum levels of protection
designated by this fracking state and
uphold the green energy commitment made
by the Mayor of this metropolis of nearly
two million people?

We, the community, do not want
pollutant projects like SEPTA"s five gas
plants and PGW"s liquefied gas plant in
our neighborhoods, and we need you, our
Health Committee, to enact legislation
that will prevent any project to be
started that increases air, land or water
pollution.

Stick to the commitment to the
people to support projects that are
sustainable versus supporting projects
for their profit value at the expense of
City residents®™ health. We need

legislation now, including legislation to
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stop the SEPTA gas plant from firing up
in January while City Council is out of
session. At minimum, without comparable
and significant pollution offset like
only the electric buses iIn the Northwest
part of the City, and this needs to be
accomplished before City Council®s last
session tomorrow, because they"re going
to be opening up that plant before you
guys even get back.

I thank you for your time.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony and for being brief.
Thank you.

MR. MARSH: Good morning. Good
morning, Councilmembers and all in
attendance. My name is Eric Marsh. 1™m
a long-term resident of Nicetown. 1I™m
also here representing a couple of
different organizations but, more
importantly, 1"m the father of a
nine-year-old asthmatic child.

So I want to thank Councilwoman
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Bass for bringing up the fond memory of
the ad campaign with the Native American.
It was a litter campaign, a litter and
pollution campaign, and that gentleman
was standing by the side of the road and
a highway i1n California talking about the
issue of pollution and litter. But
there®"s another ad campaign from the same
time period that brings to mind, and that
was the ad campaign where they asked,
where®s the beef. Remember that?

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Oh, yes.

MR. MARSH: My question i1s to
City Council, where"s the beef? Where is
the substance and policy and action
around these issues of environmental
racism and pollution?

As a resident of Nicetown for
approximately 30 years, 1 have witnessed
a lot of change 1In my community and,
sadly, the changes that have occurred in
the environment and the community have
not all been for the better. The process

of removing trees that once lined most of
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the streets in Philadelphia has
contributed to less shade and the hotter
months In the summer, poor air quality,
and less green space iIn a community
that"s already overrun by concrete and
asphalt. These materials already absorb
more heat and repel rainwater. This
rainwater runoff contributes to overtaxed
sewers and drainage systems. The lack of
trees and shrubs and vegetation reduces
the amount of available oxygen in the
air. Asthma, COPD, lung cancer,
cardiovascular disease, all of these
conditions are exacerbated by air
pollution.

In 2018, the State of the Air
report from the American Lung Association
found that Philadelphia 1s the twelfth
most polluted city in the country, and
each year 126 people die from air
pollution-related i1llnesses and 284 are
hospitalized, according to reports.

Now, I"m going to skip over

some of my report. You already have my
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testimony iIn writing. The reality is
that there are much more knowledgeable
and competent people who have testified
on the statistics and the data and some
of the solutions. 1I"m here speaking as a
representative of my neighborhood, my
community. | serve as the SAC Chairrman
at Edwards G. Steel School for the past
two years, which 1s less than a stone®s
throw from the proposed gas plant.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Down the
street.

MR. MARSH: My child -- again,
we lived 1n West Philadelphia for several
years, and 1t wasn"t until 2016 that we
moved back into Nicetown. Six months
later my daughter was diagnosed with
asthma. 1"m not saying there"s a
correlation between the neighborhood and
her asthma. What 1"m saying iIs, we moved
Into a danger zone.

As a parent volunteer at Steel,
I watch children on a daily basis not be

able to go outside and play because of
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their asthmatic conditions. However,
still suffering because they“re iInside a
school building that®"s suffering from
environmental concerns like mold and
mildew and lead. Part of my testimony
was going to be on the condition of lead
in the City. Not only is it In the
paint, but we have a study that was done
recently that shows a map of the City and
how the ground i1s saturated with lead In
several areas.

I*ve lived in Nicetown for
many, many years and I have looked at
that Midvale plant that SEPTA purchased
decades ago. Many people who come and go
throughout Philadelphia don®"t live in the
Nicetown area, but when they use their
Route 1 overpass, they can see that area.
It looks like a bomb went off in that
area. It has been a dilapidated eyesore
in Nicetown for almost 30 years, since
the closing of the steel plant that used
to be there. SEPTA has done nothing to

mitigate that situation. They have done
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nothing to re-green the space. And this
addition of this gas plant is simply in
no way beneficial to the community. It
does not create jobs. It does not help
the 1tmmediate community surrounding It.
And, 1n fact, by adding the air pollution
that the plant is planning to emit, it
exacerbates the already horrible health
conditions that already exist.

So I ask City Council now,
where®s the beef? The reality is, we
have to do something. We have to do
something to mitigate this problem. You
can stop this gas plant. The technology
and information that is used to approve
this plant has already been shown that
It"s two decades old. We need to update
our policies and our practices, because
lives are depending on 1t. Children®s
lives are depending on it.

I had a conversation recently
with a fellow activist around this issue
of the gas plant, and I asked the

question, well, what would you do If i1t
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started, if 1t opened up, 1T 1t operated?
Their reaction was, well, 1 think I might
have to move.

My mother i1s 75 years old. The
house she lives in has been owned by
three generations in our family. She
cannot afford to move out of that area,
and 1 will not sit by and allow her to be
victimized by SEPTA"s blatant and the
City"s and other organizations® blatant
misuse of their power and their authority
and to 1gnore the needs and the health
concerns of residents in Nicetown.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Councilman
Green.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: 1 just want
to thank the panel for their testimony.

Mr. Marsh, you brought up the
issue of lead, asbestos, and mold in our

schools. [1"ve been working with both
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PennEnvironment, Physicians for Social
Responsibility, and other -- and the
Philadelphia Federation of Teachers. We
just recently introduced legislation that
will require the Health Department to put
some guidelines before the Department of
License and Inspections issues a special
certificate of occupancy before schools
open, because | think many people iIn this
room know that we"ve had a lot of iIssues
regarding lead, asbestos, and mold, and
going into the beginning of the school
year, Councilman Squilla did legislation
regarding lead. 1°ve done legislation
regarding asbestos and mold. We hope to
have hearings on that issue going forward
in the fall, so that way, we can hold
people more accountable in reference to
the physical environment of the buildings
where our students -- and my son iIs a
student 1n the Philadelphia School
District, our teachers. My mother taught
in the School District for 30 years, and

other non-teaching professionals deal
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with the environment perspective iIn the
school buildings.

So thank you for your
testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you,
Councilman.

Please state your name for the
record and begin your testimony. If you
could give us a condensed version,
because we still have other panels to get
to.

MS. MELTON: I will. My name
iIs Karen Melton, and I will skip right to
my suggestions on how the City can better
protect its citizens, particularly
citizens living in environmental justice
neighborhoods.

So not only are the EPA
standards used by the Health Department a
compromise between the various health and
industry stakeholders the EPA seeks to
satisfy, they are being attacked and

backtracked every day by the current
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administration, but you, City Council,
don"t need EPA standards to protect
Philadelphia citizens. You have a state
Constitution that provides for clean air
as a right. So please formulate new air
quality standards for projects permitting
in Philadelphia that take the following
into consideration:

New fossil fuel projects are
often i1ntentionally designed to come in
just under the level of pollution that
would trigger EPA major source
regulations. This i1s the case with both
the SEPTA gas plant and the proposed PGW
LNG plant. But what has come to be used
as a loophole for EPA standards doesn"t
need to be a Philadelphia loophole.
Require permit seekers to assess health
Impacts that consider not just the
project they wish to build that is
carefully designed not to trigger major
source regulations, but also other
pollution sources at the location. There

are EPA standards for PM2.5 particulates,
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but not for ultra-fine particulates,
which may be even more damaging to
health.

Commission your own review --
maybe direct the Health Department to do
it -- of the growing research literature
on ultra-fine particulates and set your
own standards.

Require that permit seekers
collect monitoring data from the specific
location where they wish to build, not
some tree-lined street that happens to be
the closest existing monitoring station.

Require monitoring data to be
reported for times throughout the day and
throughout the seasons, and do not allow
data averaging. People do not get to
breathe on average. Bad air days are
exactly the ones we need to eliminate
rather than permitting them to be hidden
In average data.

Permit applications for
polluting projects, particularly

environmental justice neighborhoods,
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should always require public notification
and public hearings.

And, finally, given that all of
Philadelphia i1s already a non-attainment
area, 1 am left to wonder how any project
that will further degrade air quality is
getting approved.

So you have this opportunity.
Please take 1t.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much for your testimony.

Thank you all very much for
your testimony.

Any questions from the panel?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
so much for being here today.

IT we could have the Clerk call
the last panel.

THE CLERK: Sergeant Gerald
Brown, Patricia Libbey, Lisa Hastings,
Yvette Dickerson, and Philly Thrive.

(Witnesses approached witness
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table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: And 1f we
can have you state your name for the
record and begin your testimony. And,
again, we are asking for condensed
testimony.

MS. DICKERSON: I1*11 make 1t
quick. I just found out about the
meeting. |1 put some clothes on and ran
down.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Please
state your name for the record.

MS. DICKERSON: My name is
Yvette Dickerson. 1 live at 58th and
Upland Way. PECO 1s preparing to erect
an electrical substation from my house 50
yards, at least 50 yards away from my
home.

Now, we have had meetings back
and forth with them. We have suggested
solar panels. Now, Blondell 1 believe
has an 1nitiative where there"s going to
be a solar farm erected on the outside of

the City that will solar and provide
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energy for City burldings. |1 read that
article. And my issue here i1s, why iIs it
that PECO cannot consider something like
that, number one? 1It"s 50 yards away
from the general population, and the
majority of us living there -- 1t"s under
transition, but the majority of us are
brown people.

The other thing that is a
concern for me, that project did have an
appeal process. An appeal was put in,
then 1t was taken out. WRA at the time
we were under -- we"re called the
front-line residents. We were under the
Wynnefield Residents Association at that
time. Once they appealed that, they took
the appeal away. They never gave us any
indication that they took it away. They
let us know about removing the appeal two
weeks later. 1t was too late for us to
say anything or do anything. That was
WRA, Michael Reed, the President, as well
as Ebony Griffin, his lawyer.

Once they withdrew the appeal,
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that stopped the front-line residents
from saying anything. So that®"s the
reason -- one of the reasons why 1 really
threw on my clothes and ran down here.

At this point in time, we fTeel
like we"re sacrificial lambs or what they
call an acceptable risk, and that Is just
not acceptable. We have been living at
58th and Upland Way under anxiety and a
great deal of pain, because we don"t know
what our future looks like and, quite
frankly, we wake up every day upset,
because PECO does not have to build an
electrical power plant 50 yards from my
front door. This should not have been
acceptable, and 1 believe that City Hall
should have saw the distance that they
have from the population and stopped
that, but they didn®"t and our voices were
suppressed, and | did not appreciate 1It.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Well, thank
you for your testimony. 1 don"t know if
you had spoken with -- ma“am? Ma®"am?

Ma®am? 1 don"t know If you had spoken --
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MS. DICKERSON: 1"m sorry.
COUNCILWOMAN BASS: That"s all

right. You dropped the mic.

Have you had conversations with
PECO, with a representative, with your
District Councilperson?

MS. DICKERSON: For three years
now. It"s been for three years now.
However, they®re maneuvering between each
other, WRA as well as PECO. They
maneuver with each other.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: We"ll get
your information to see i1t there's
something that can be done. That"s not
my district, but we"ll speak with your
District Councilperson to see i1f there's
some way that we can help.

MS. DICKERSON: He"s very well
aware of this.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay.

MS. DICKERSON: Very well aware
of this.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: We"ll get

your contact information just to follow
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up, 1T we could be helpful.

IT you could state your name
for the record, sir, and please begin
your testimony.

SERGEANT BROWN: Yes. My name
IS Sergeant Gerald Brown. | came here
today -- 1"m a part of the Sierra Club,
but I came here today for the reason that
I"m a Vietnam vet. | was shot on three
separate occasions, three Purple Hearts,
but not one of those medals could keep my
granddaughter®s heart breathing, because
she had lung disease, five months old. |1
have five other grandchildren with
asthma. I1"m on a CPAP machine. And 1
can tell you this, that the air iIn
Vietnam is cleaner than the air here iIn
the greatest country in the world, this
one right here.

I*m here because 1 feel that
these big companies, SEPTA and everybody
else, they put profit over lives, and
that shouldn®"t be right. That"s what

they"re doing today. You have places
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like China where they have to wear masks
to come outside. If we don"t fix this
now, that"s going to be our future.
You"re going to have to buy a bag of air
or something, you know. 1 mean, we
shouldn®t do that.

You have children that will not
tell their coach, that will not tell the
nurse that they have asthma, and they"ll
run up and down the court and fall out
and die, because that"s the only way,
that"s their ticket to get out of the
ghetto, to be a basketball player or a
football player.

These are things we have to
address. These are things that we need
to address, because our young children
are suffering.

I seen the four little girls
that came up here today and talked. They
talked with their heart. I"m talking to
you today with my heart. 1"m not writing
down anything, because we know what"s

right, we know what"s wrong.
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You distinguished panel we have
up here, you represent us, and sometimes
iIT you can"t say something, take a bat
and beat 1t Into somebody®"s head. 1
don"t want my other grandchildren to die.
I don"t want that. And 1| have a lot of
them. My wife of 47 years, she died of
cancer too. Yeah. And I have 34
grandchildren, four great-grand, all from
my wife. So I"ve been blessed with all
of them, but they need to be safe.

That"s all | have. Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much for your testimony. Thank you
for being here today.

Yes, ma"am. Please state your
name for the record and begin your
testimony.

MS. HASTINGS: Yes. Hi. My
name 1s Lisa Hastings and 1"m a resident
of Philadelphia.

One of the problems I think --

I rose when the woman that was talking
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about that our permit process iIs a mess,
and one of the problems we have that
hurts our pollution levels, i1t hurts our
public health and everything else is that
AMS somehow has this i1dea that -- and
they said 1t many times -- that iIf a
permit applicant meets the current
regulations, they have to approve the
permit regardless of what the public
says, regardless of letters of
intercession that everybody does. The
thing 1s that 1t the City 1Is serious
about protecting public health and
climate change, this has to change.

It 1s -- of course, we need to
change a lot of regulations, but having
worked with regulations, | know they"re
never perfect. Frequently they"re out of
date or they don"t take iInto account
every situation you have. We need to do
more. And even though AMS claims they
have no discretion, 1 just wanted to
bring up that in the City Code, Chapter
3, Section 300 where they talk about
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Department of Public Health and air
quality and everything else, they say --
It says that compliance with regulations
IS one of the factors that the Department
of Public Health shall consider In permit
approvals. It does not say that i1t"s the
only factor.

They also say that they"re
required, not that they have the
discretion to, but they"re required to
consider the anticipated effect on air
quality 1n the neighborhood area and
region, which was totally i1nadequate in
the Nicetown analysis. And i1t says the
Department may require other information,
analyses and data collection and
everything else, that"s needed to
disclose the nature, effects, a stint,
quantity, and the degree of air
contaminants which may or may not be
discharged from the source. Clearly,
AMS, as an arm of the Department of
Public Health, has always had the

authority to require public health and
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other studies for the Nicetown gas plant
and for other sources. The public has
called for this.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: 1 don"t
mean to cut you off, but I just want to
say this, that we -- 1 think we"re pretty
clear that the Committee i1s going to be
looking at AMS regulations and what we
can do to strengthen them so that they
make much more sense in terms of when
these permits are issued and when they
should not be issued. So I just -- 1|
didn®"t mean to cut you off, but we are I
think very much like-minded, myself and
the Councilwoman, working with the Health
Committee and the Committee on the
Environment, to change some of those
regulations.

MS. HASTINGS: 1I1"m very glad to
hear that, and I do hope that you®"ll
include something that will allow them to
act with some discretionary authority on
a proactive way.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: We"re going
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to be certainly taking a look at that.

MS. HASTINGS: | had a couple
of those permits decisions, just a couple
that 1°d like to talk about.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Can you
move through them quickly, because we
still have a number of people who want
to --

MS. HASTINGS: Yes, very
quickly.

One i1s, the environmental
justice policy now only requires the City
to allow people to have more venting
situations. | think that it should be
changed to apply to smaller facilities as
well and to require comprehensive public
health and economic analyses to be
performed for large polluting sources iIn
environmental justice areas and basically
that those should be completed before a
permit 1s applied for.

For now, that"s all 1711 say.
Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you

Page 162

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Public Health and Human Services
December 12, 2018

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

12/12/718 - PUBLIC HEALTH - RES. 180785

so much for your testimony. We really do
appreciate i1t. If you have 1t In written
form, did you submit 1t? Did you submit
your testimony for the record?

MS. HASTINGS: 1 will submit it
to you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Okay. That
would be great, and we can take a look at
the whole thing.

MS. HASTINGS: Yeah, because |
have specific requests that 1"m very
glad --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: And we
would like to see them. We would like to
see them. So 1f you want to submit that
for the record, and we"ll make sure that
everyone on the Committee gets a copy.

MS. HASTINGS: Okay. Thank
you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: You're very
welcome.

Ladies, 1T we could have you
state your name for the record.

MS. ROSS: Sure. My name 1is
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Alexa Ross and I*m with Philly Thrive.
I"m here with my comrade, Ms. Annie.

Yeah. 1711 get to the point.
I think what Philly Thrive has to bring
to the table -- 1 appreciated the folks
who have testified before us to really
highlight and pinpoint the Philadelphia
Energy Solutions oil refinery iIn South
Philadelphia as the largest polluter in
the City and the largest oil refinery on
the East Coast. For the past -- I1"m a
Leadership Development Coordinator and
for the past four years, 1°ve been
building relationships, listening to
folks 1n South Philly, and building
leadership so that there®s actually a
base of residents who have been most
impacted by the fossil fuel industry who
are ready to lead the transition to an
equitable, renewable energy economy. And
we"re there and we"re ready, and you"ve
heard 1t In this room.

You have the opportunity as

human beings at a time when our species
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Is facing the possibility of extinction
due to global climate change to actually
tackle in the poorest big U.S. city the
iIssues of poverty and climate change
together, and that is I believe your
mandate. And South Philadelphians who
have lost generations to cancer look -- 1
think Louisiana 1s much more well known
for areas of the state seen as cancer
alley, and In South Philadelphia it"s the
exact same thing. Folks see themselves
Iin that story.

Stinger Square Park at 32nd and
Reed every year has a collective memorial
memorializing folks who have lost their
lives to cancer.

So I just want to say that a
moratorium on any fossil fuel expansion
i1s clearly the opposite direction we need
to go. That"s very obvious. Our current
campaign, Pay Up PES, is really looking
at getting the oil refinery to pay
reparations for the damage i1t has caused

residents, and there are mechanisms to do
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that. Looking into supplementary
environmental projects is one way.
Taking the fines that they pay as they
continuously violate the law to actually
go towards communities instead of money
disappearing back Into the system.

South Philly is ready to lead
this transition 1T you accept. We have
folks who want to testify today who are
In cancer treatment this morning. So
It"s 1mperative that you all take this
on.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
for your testimony.

(Applause.)

MS. AKIN: Good morning. My
name is Annie Akin and 1 moved from
Georgia to Philadelphia in 1966, and when
I moved here, that Alco refinery was over
there, and since then, the war has
happened and the military moved out of
South Philadelphia, the Naval Base. All

of that moved out. That pollution was
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going on during that same time. The
Naval Hospital that was there, my
grandson was even born there. That is
now the Eagles complex property. All
those homes that was over there on the
area, they tore them all down, because
they all belonged to the military. They
built some new homes over there. And
there®s also petroleum under those homes
and stuff over there. 1 don"t know iIf
those people are aware that petroleum is
still under those homes over there, but I
have -- 1"m doing my fourth generation
now. We"re all victims of asthma, and
cancer has went through the neighborhood.
A lot of our elderly have -- I mean, i1f
you can get the record of a lot of
funeral homes that has buried people that
has died from cancer, my thing is, can
y"all find some kind of way to find out
can these refineries cap that smoke and
turn 1t Into some other kind of energy so
it don"t flow out into the atmosphere and

put some kind of stipulation on i1t that
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they have to cap the stuff and turn it
into some kind of other energy without i1t
flowing out Into the environment and
killing people.

So 1f y"all can work on some of
that, 1t would be highly appreciated, and
you might save a lot of lives, and that
includes all the rest of these refinery
things that"s trying to go up around here
that"s already in existence. That old
existence stuff i1s what we got to put a
curtail on as well as the new stuff
that"s trying to be built.

And 1 thank you for listening
to me. Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
so much, ma*am. Thank you for coming and
your testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: You have a
lot paper there.

MS. LIBBEY: I was hoping to
give you copies, but they said I couldn®t

before.
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My name is Pat Libbey. I"m a
volunteer --

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: We can get
your copies and distribute 1t.

State your name again for the
record, please.

MS. LIBBEY: My name is Pat
Libbey. 1"m a volunteer with many
environmental organizations iIn town.

I guess my heart i1s breaking
because i1t"s Christmastime and i1t"s a
wonderful time of giving, especially to
children. In Philadelphia, we"re
wonderful. We"re giving 20 percent more
asthma to the children In Nicetown.
Isn"t that spectacular? Fifty percent of
the kids are going to be down every day
with i1t. Teachers will go to school and
half of their class will be missing. You
have two kids; one has to stay home.
Which parent takes that duty? How often?
Who loses their job because of 1t?

But i1t"s more than just

Philadelphia and the asthma problem.
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Across the state what we"re doing with
gas and we"re bringing an awful lot of
gas 1In here to do this gas plant. The
fracking that®"s creating the gas is
giving a whole bunch of new gifts to
people across the state. 1t"s killing
children 1In the womb. They don"t even
get out of the uterus. They"re gone. IT
they happen to get out of the uterus,
they have horrible rashes, stomach pains,
headaches, the asthma of course,
neurological problems across the state,
and all of this i1s probably going to be
coming here. The DRBC i1s meeting today
to decide whether we"re going to allow
fracking fluid to be dumped into our
Delaware River basin.

So we look ahead at the future.
What will our kids be facing?

I wrote a poem to Tom Wolf
about the whole thing. 1It"s short. 1°d
like to read that and that will be the
end of mine.

I am the voice of the stillborn
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who cannot speak. | am the voice for the
disabled in pain. 1 am the voice of the
asthmatics who cannot breathe. 1 am the
voice for those you have slain.

They breathe the air that"s
polluted by toxins. They drink the water
that"s darkened by grime. They scratch
their skin raw on all the red rashes.
They go to school on roads covered iIn
slime.

You are the cause of their
sufferings and agonies. You are the
cause of their writhing In pain.
Fracking i1s killing our totally
defenseless. It has no sympathy for
those 1t has slain.

Amen.

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: Thank you
very much for your testimony and for the
poem.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BASS: That being
our final witness here to testify today,

I want to thank everyone who came out for
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this very important hearing. | also want
to acknowledge Teresha Miller, who is
here from the office of State
Representative Rosita Youngblood and who
has been here the entire time, and we
thank you particularly around the
Nicetown power plant issue, and the
Representative and | have been partners
in working on this issue together. So we
really thank her for her support on the
state side. And also Senator Sharif
Street we know has done some work on this
matter too and has been very helpful. So
thank you so much to our partners in the
Commonwealth.

And that being the last
speaker, this concludes the public
meeting on the Committee on Public Health
and Human Services, and there being no
further business before the Committee, we
want to thank everyone for their
attendance.

Meenah, did you sign up,

Meenah? I"m sorry. We can®"t. 1I™m
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sorry. We"re way over time, but, Meenah,
you got my number. You can give me a
call. You know how to get me.

Thank you very much, everyone,
for attending. Thank you.

(Committee on Public Health and

Human Services concluded at 12:45 a.m.)
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CERTIFICATE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the
proceedings, evidence and objections are
contained fully and accurately in the
stenographic notes taken by me upon the
foregoing matter, and that this i1s a true and

correct transcript of same.

MICHELE L. MURPHY
RPR-Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcript does not apply to any reproduction
of the same by any means, unless under the
direct control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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