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1

2               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  I

3     apologize -- sorry, guys -- for being a

4     little late.  I just want to let

5     everybody know that we are now going to

6     start our hearing, the Streets and

7     Services.

8               To my left -- we have a

9     quorum -- Councilwoman Sanchez,

10     Councilman Greenlee.  To my right,

11     Councilman Neilson.

12               Mr. McMonagle, you want to read

13     the title of the first bill.

14               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150213, an

15     ordinance amending Chapter 12-3000 of The

16     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Use Of An

17     Automated Red Light Enforcement System To

18     Prevent Red Light Violations," by

19     authorizing the installation of red light

20     enforcement systems at the intersection

21     of 26th Street and Penrose Avenue, all

22     under certain terms and conditions.

23               (Witnesses approached witness

24     table.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.
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2               Good morning.  Please state

3     your name for the record and proceed with

4     your testimony.

5               MR. DLUGOSZ:  Good morning,

6     Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee.

7     Thank you for the opportunity to appear

8     before you today.  My name is David

9     Dlugosz.  I'm District Traffic Engineer

10     for the Department of Streets.  I'm here

11     to offer testimony on Bill No. 150213.

12               The bill authorizes the

13     installation of a red light enforcement

14     system at the intersection of South 26th

15     Street and Penrose Avenue.  The Streets

16     Department supports the bill.  These

17     devices have been shown to reduce the

18     number of red light violations in other

19     locations where they have been used

20     throughout the City.

21               Thank you for the opportunity

22     to appear before you today.  I'd be happy

23     to answer any questions.

24               MS. O'CONNOR:  Good morning.

25     My name is Corinne O'Connor.  I am the
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2     Deputy Executive Director of the

3     Philadelphia Parking Authority.  I would

4     like to thank the members of this

5     Committee for allowing me to testify

6     today.  I would also like to thank

7     Councilman Kenyatta for introducing this

8     legislation.  I am testifying in favor of

9     Bill No. 150213, which would add an

10     additional intersection to the red light

11     camera program in the City.  This

12     intersection will be located at 26th

13     Street and Penrose Avenue.

14               I would like to commend Council

15     for its past excellent and most times

16     unanimous support for this program.

17     Since the first cameras were activated at

18     Grant and Roosevelt Boulevard on February

19     23rd, 2005, the program has been

20     successful in its main goals - decreasing

21     red light running.  There are now 119

22     cameras at 27 intersections.  In addition

23     to those intersections, two have been

24     recently introduced and passed by City

25     Council.  These two intersections are 2nd
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2     and Erie and Belmont and Parkside.

3               The intersection of 26th and

4     Penrose is a highly traveled area.  The

5     growth of the Naval Yard, along with the

6     Platt Bridge and a large apartment

7     complex, brings a lot of vehicular

8     traffic to this area.  This is also the

9     main thoroughfare to bring visitors to

10     the stadium area and the Philadelphia

11     Airport.  I believe that red light

12     cameras will change the behavior of

13     motorists here as they have in other

14     parts of the City to make driving in this

15     area a safer experience.

16               I ask that the Committee give

17     Bill No. 150213 a favorable

18     recommendation and request that the rules

19     be suspended to allow first reading at

20     the next Council session.

21               Thank you again for the

22     opportunity to testify.  I'll be happy to

23     answer any questions.

24               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

25     for your testimony.
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2               Councilman Neilson.

3               COUNCILMAN NEILSON:  Thank you

4     for your testimony today.  Ms. O'Connor,

5     I have a question on the red light

6     cameras.  We have 119 cameras at 27

7     intersections.  How much does the City

8     benefit from these financially, these

9     cameras being installed?  Do we have a

10     ball park idea?

11               MS. O'CONNOR:  Every year the

12     money that is sent up to the State, 50

13     percent comes back to the City of

14     Philadelphia, and that's through a grant

15     program.  Each year it's different, the

16     amount of revenue that goes up to the

17     State.  This year approximately over $3

18     million was sent up to PennDOT, so the

19     City would be able to apply for 1.5

20     million of that money.

21               COUNCILMAN NEILSON:  Is the red

22     light camera system, is there an audit

23     that's done every year and a report

24     generated?

25               MS. O'CONNOR:  Yes.  That's
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2     correct.  The red light camera program is

3     audited.  Then we do an end-of-the-year

4     report that's on our website since the

5     beginning of the program.  We can go on

6     the website and look at that every

7     end-of-the-year report.

8               COUNCILMAN NEILSON:  Thank you

9     very much.  I have no further questions.

10               Thank you.

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Any other

12     questions?

13               (No response.)

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

15     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

16     No. 150213?

17               (No response.)

18               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

19     for your testimony.

20               Before Sean reads the title of

21     the next bill, I'd like to -- for the

22     record, Councilman Oh is present at the

23     hearing.

24               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

25     title of the next bill.
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2               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150444, an

3     ordinance authorizing the installation of

4     an all-way stop sign at the intersection

5     of Norcom Road and Nature Road.

6               (Witness approached witness

7     table.)

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

9               Please proceed.  State your

10     name for the record and proceed with your

11     testimony.

12               MR. CINCIRUK:  Good morning,

13     Mr. Chairman and members of the

14     Committee.  Thank you for the opportunity

15     to appear before you today.  My name is

16     Nick Cinciruk, District Traffic Engineer

17     for the Department of Streets.  I am here

18     today to offer testimony on Bill No.

19     150444.

20               The Streets Department has

21     several concerns with this bill.  The

22     Pennsylvania Vehicle Code required

23     PennDOT to develop regulations governing

24     traffic control devices in accordance

25     with the Federal Highway Administration's
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2     Manual on Uniform Traffic Control

3     Devices.  These regulations apply to all

4     public streets and highways in

5     Pennsylvania, and the City Solicitor has

6     ruled that the Streets Department is

7     legally obligated to comply with the

8     Vehicle Code and related PennDOT

9     regulations.

10               Federal and State criteria

11     require that an all-way stop control be

12     warranted by an engineering study of

13     traffic conditions.  Our study concluded

14     that the conditions at this location do

15     not satisfy federal and State warrants

16     for an all-way stop control.  The

17     warrants for an all-way stop control were

18     analyzed, and the following is a

19     description of the analysis with respect

20     to traffic conditions at the intersection

21     of Norcom Road and Nature Road.

22               Warrant 1 relates to locations

23     where a traffic signal is warranted, but

24     for some reason it cannot be immediately

25     installed.  An all-way stop control can
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2     be established temporarily pending the

3     traffic signal installations.  Conditions

4     do not satisfy the State's warrants for a

5     traffic signal.  Therefore, Warrant 1 is

6     not satisfied.

7               Warrant 2 relates to crash

8     experience.  Police crash records of five

9     or more reportable crashes within a

10     12-month period that are specifically

11     correctable by an all-way stop sign

12     installation satisfy Warrant 2.

13     According to police crash records for the

14     period between January 2011 and the

15     present, there have not been any crashes

16     of this nature at this intersection.

17     Therefore, Warrant 2 is not satisfied.

18               Warrant 3 relates to vehicle

19     and pedestrian volumes.  It requires that

20     the total vehicular volume on the major

21     road, Norcom Road, averages at least 300

22     vehicles per hour for any eight hours of

23     an average day and the combined vehicle

24     and pedestrian volume from the minor

25     street, Nature Road, averages at least
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2     200 vehicles and pedestrians per hour for

3     the same eight hours.

4               The peak hour on Norcom Road

5     averaged 69 vehicles per hour while on

6     Nature Road the peak hour averaged 19

7     vehicles and pedestrians per hour.  This

8     is about 10 percent of the minimum 200

9     vehicles per hour for the minor street.

10     Therefore, Warrant 3 is not satisfied.

11               At the intersection of Norcom

12     Road and Nature Road, we are not dealing

13     with a borderline situation, but rather

14     one in which prevailing traffic

15     conditions fall short of the minimum

16     required by the Federal Highway Manual

17     and by the Pennsylvania Vehicle Code for

18     the installation of an all-way stop

19     control.

20               Based on the results of this

21     study, the Streets Department cannot

22     support this bill.

23               Thank you for the opportunity

24     to appear before you today.  I would be

25     happy to answer any questions you may
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2     have at this time.

3               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

4     If this was to become law and we pass it,

5     would the Streets Department install?

6               MR. CINCIRUK:  We would have to

7     discuss that internally before we make a

8     final decision on the installation.

9               COUNCILMAN NEILSON:  Say that

10     again.  I'm sorry.  Pull the microphone

11     closer to you, because I think you just

12     said you have an option if we pass a law.

13               MR. CINCIRUK:  Yes.  We're not

14     legally required to install it based off

15     of the State and federal regulations, but

16     if it were to pass, we would discuss it

17     internally and with Council before we

18     would make a final decision on that.

19               COUNCILMAN NEILSON:  All right.

20     So, if I may, Mr. Chairman, real quick.

21               So if Council passes a law,

22     your department has the option to do

23     that?  Is that what you just said under

24     testimony?  I want to make sure I hear

25     you right.  I'd like to get --
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2               MR. CINCIRUK:  This is not the

3     law that's being passed.  It's the okay

4     for us to install this.  Council is

5     giving us the okay for us to install

6     this.  We still have to abide by federal

7     and State warrants for the installation.

8               COUNCILMAN NEILSON:  Got you.

9     Thank you.

10               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Any other

11     questions?

12               (No response.)

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

14     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

15     No. 150444?

16               (No response.)

17               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

18               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

19     title of the next bill.

20               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150411, an

21     ordinance establishing a two-way

22     regulation on Callowhill Street, from 2nd

23     Street to Columbus Boulevard.

24               (Witness approached witness

25     table.)
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2               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

3     St. Martin.  Do you want to proceed with

4     your -- state your name and then proceed

5     with your testimony.

6               MR. TORRENCE:  Good morning,

7     Chairman Squilla and members of the

8     Streets and Services Committee.  My name

9     is St. Martin Torrence and I'm the

10     Director of Legislative Affairs for the

11     Department of Streets.  I'm here to offer

12     testimony on Bill No. 150411.

13               This bill establishes a two-way

14     regulation on Callowhill Street, from 2nd

15     Street to Columbus Boulevard.  The

16     Streets Department has no objections to

17     this change.

18               Thank you for your time.  This

19     concludes my testimony.

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

21               Any questions?

22               (No response.)

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

24     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

25     No. 150411?
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2               (No response.)

3               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

4     none, Mr. McMonagle, you want to read the

5     title of the next bill, please.

6               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150412, an

7     ordinance establishing a two-way

8     regulation on Spruce Street, from Front

9     Street to Columbus Boulevard.

10               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

11     proceed.

12               MR. TORRENCE:  Good morning,

13     Chairman Squilla and members of the

14     Streets and Services Committee.  My name

15     is St. Martin Torrence.  I'm the Director

16     of Legislative Affairs for the Department

17     of Streets.  I'm here to offer testimony

18     on Bill No. 150412.

19               This bill establishes a two-way

20     regulation on Spruce Street, from Front

21     Street to Columbus Boulevard.  The

22     Streets Department has no objections to

23     this change.

24               Thank you for your time.  This

25     concludes my testimony.
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2               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

3     I love your testimonies.

4               Any questions?

5               (No response.)

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Anyone

7     else here to testify on Bill No. 150412?

8               (No response.)

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

10     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

11     title of the next bill.

12               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150413, an

13     ordinance authorizing Michael Betancourt

14     for AION Partners, to construct, own, and

15     maintain structural encroachments at One

16     South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA

17     19107, all under certain terms and

18     conditions.

19               MR. TORRENCE:  Good morning,

20     Chairman Squilla and members of the

21     Streets and Services Committee.  My name

22     is St. Martin Torrence.  I'm the Director

23     of Legislative Affairs for the Department

24     of Streets.  I am here to offer testimony

25     on Bill No. 150413.
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2               This bill authorizes Michael

3     Betancourt for AION Partners to

4     construct, own, and maintain structural

5     encroachments at One South Broad Street,

6     Philadelphia, PA 19107.

7               Encroachment description:

8     Vestibule 1:  From a point 63 feet 4

9     inches north of the property corner of

10     One South Broad Street on the

11     northeasterly corner of Broad and

12     Chestnut Streets, a vestibule, 31 feet 3

13     inches wide, 20 feet 4 inches tall, and

14     extending 3 feet 7 inches into the

15     easterly footway of Broad Street, with 18

16     feet 5 inches of clear footway remaining.

17     Said vestibule to have foundations

18     extending 4 or more feet deep.

19               Vestibule No. 2:  From a point

20     63 feet 4 inches south of the property

21     corner of One South Broad Street on the

22     southeasterly corner of Broad Street and

23     South Penn Square, a vestibule, 31 feet 3

24     inches wide, 20 feet 4 inches tall, and

25     extending 3 feet 7 inches into the
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2     easterly footway of Broad Street, with 18

3     feet 5 inches of clear footway remaining.

4     Said vestibule to have foundations

5     extending 4 or more feet deep.

6               Vestibule No. 3:  From a point

7     75 feet 5 inches east of the property

8     corner of One South Broad Street on the

9     northeasterly corner of Broad and

10     Chestnut Streets, a vestibule, 25 feet 6

11     inches wide, 20 feet 4 inches tall, and

12     extending 2 feet 9 inches into the

13     northerly footway of Chestnut Street,

14     with 13 feet 3 inches of clear footway

15     remaining.  Said vestibule to have

16     foundations extending 4 or more feet

17     deep.

18               The Streets Department has no

19     objections to these proposed

20     encroachments.

21               Thank you for your time.  This

22     concludes my testimony.

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

24               Sarah, you want to proceed with

25     your testimony.
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2               MS. CHIU:  Good morning,

3     Chairman Squilla and members of Streets

4     and Services Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu,

5     City Planner with the Philadelphia City

6     Planning Commission.  I'm here to testify

7     on Bill No. 150413, which was introduced

8     by Councilmember Squilla on April 30th,

9     2015.

10               Bill No. 150413 will allow the

11     construction of two vestibules

12     encroaching onto the sidewalk of One

13     South Broad Street property.  The two

14     vestibules will encroach 3 feet and 7

15     inches onto the easterly footway of Broad

16     Street, leaving 18 feet and 5 inches of

17     clear and unobstructed walkway for

18     pedestrians.  This proposed encroachment

19     will leave sufficient walking zones for

20     pedestrians.

21               At its meeting of May 19th,

22     2015, the City Planning Commission

23     recommends Bill No. 150413 for approval

24     as an item in accord with previous

25     policy.
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2               This concludes my testimony.  I

3     appreciate the opportunity to testify

4     before you today and would be pleased to

5     answer any questions you may have.

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

7     for your testimony.

8               Any questions?

9               (No response.)

10               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

11     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

12     No. 150413?

13               (No response.)

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

15               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

16     title of the next bill.

17               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150506, an

18     ordinance authorizing the Philadelphia

19     Parking Authority to construct, own and

20     maintain various right-of-way

21     encroachments within the public

22     right-of-way on Arch Street, Filbert

23     Street, and Eighth Street, Philadelphia,

24     PA, all under certain terms and

25     conditions.
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2               MR. TORRENCE:  Good morning,

3     Chairman Squilla and members of the

4     Streets and Service Committee.  My name

5     is St. Martin Torrence.  I'm the Director

6     of Legislative Affairs for the Department

7     of Streets.  I'm here to offer testimony

8     on Bill No. 150506.

9               This bill authorizes the

10     Philadelphia Parking Authority to

11     construct, own and maintain various

12     right-of-way encroachments on Arch

13     Street, Filbert Street, and Eighth

14     Street, Philadelphia, PA, under certain

15     terms and conditions.

16               Encroachment description:

17     Along the 20 feet wide eastern sidewalk

18     of 8th Street from a start point at the

19     southern edge of Arch Street to the

20     northern edge of Filbert Street for the

21     placement of cast concrete street

22     furnishings within the existing public

23     right-of-way, maintaining a clear 6 feet

24     wide pedestrian zone and at a distance of

25     18 inches from the existing curbline and
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2     not to exceed a quantity of 26 benches.

3               Along the 12 feet western

4     sidewalk of 8th Street from a start point

5     at the southern edge of Arch Street to

6     the northern edge of Filbert Street for

7     the placement of cast concrete street

8     furnishings within the existing public

9     right-of-way, maintaining a clear 6 feet

10     wide pedestrian zone and at a distance of

11     18 inches from the existing curb line and

12     not to exceed a quantity of 14 benches.

13               The Streets Department has no

14     objections to these proposed

15     encroachments.

16               Thank you for your time.  This

17     concludes my testimony.

18               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

19               Any questions?

20               (No response.)

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

22     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

23     No. 150506?

24               (No response.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing
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2     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

3     title of the next bill.

4               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150513, an

5     ordinance authorizing John Duffy, to

6     construct, own, and maintain a bay window

7     encroachment at 215 South Bonsall Street,

8     Philadelphia, PA 19103, all under certain

9     terms and conditions.

10               MR. TORRENCE:  Good morning,

11     Chairman Squilla and members of the

12     Streets and Services Committee.  My name

13     is St. Martin Torrence and I'm the

14     Director of Legislative Affairs for the

15     Department of Streets.  I'm here to offer

16     testimony on Bill No. 150513.

17               This bill authorizes John Duffy

18     to construct, own, and maintain a bay

19     window encroachment at 215 South Bonsall

20     Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103, all under

21     certain terms and conditions.

22               Encroachment description:  A

23     bay window approximately 1 foot 3 inches

24     by 20 feet tall and 12 feet is to be

25     placed approximately 8 feet 4 inches
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2     above the sidewalk on Bonsall Street.

3     The bay window will run from 3 feet 8

4     inches south of the northern property

5     line of 215 South Bonsall Street.

6               The Streets Department has no

7     objections to this proposed encroachment.

8               Thank you for your time.  This

9     concludes my testimony.

10               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

11               Any questions?

12               (No response.)

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

14     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

15     No. 150513?

16               (No response.)

17               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

18     none, thank you for your testimony.

19               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

20     title of the next bill.

21               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150467, an

22     ordinance authorizing Roland Kassis

23     ("Owner") to install, own and maintain an

24     open-air sidewalk cafe at 816 North 4th

25     Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123, all under
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2     certain terms and conditions.

3               MR. TORRENCE:  Good morning,

4     Chairman Squilla and members of the

5     Streets and Services Committee.  My name

6     is St. Martin Torrence.  I'm the Director

7     of Legislative Affairs for the Department

8     of Streets.  I'm here to offer testimony

9     on Bill No. 150467.

10               This bill authorizes Roland

11     Kassis to construct, own and maintain an

12     encroachment in the form of an open-air

13     cafe on the sidewalk located at 816 North

14     4th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123.

15               Encroachment description:  A

16     sidewalk cafe with two segments, one

17     along the street line, the other offset a

18     distance 18 inches off the curbline of

19     816 North 4th Street.  Both segments

20     being 2 feet wide and running along the

21     full frontage of 816 North 4th Street,

22     except as required to allow access to the

23     building and existing alleyway, and

24     allowing 5 feet 6 inches of clear

25     walkable sidewalk space on the 4th Street
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2     footway.

3               The Streets Department has no

4     objection to these proposed

5     encroachments.

6               Thank you for your time.  This

7     concludes my testimony.

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

9               Sarah.

10               MS. CHIU:  Good morning,

11     Chairman Squilla and members of Streets

12     and Services Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu,

13     City Planner with the Philadelphia City

14     Planning Commission.  I'm here to testify

15     on Bill No. 150467, which was introduced

16     by Councilmember Greenlee for Council

17     President Clarke on May 14th, 2015.

18               Bill No. 150467 will allow an

19     open-air sidewalk cafe at 816 North 4th

20     Street.  The sidewalk cafe encroaches two

21     segments on the sidewalk.  One table and

22     two chairs will encroach 2 feet wide

23     against the building.  Another two tables

24     and four chairs will be located at 18

25     inches from the curb and encroach 2 feet
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2     wide and running along the full frontage.

3     These two encroachments will allow 5 feet

4     6 inches of clear walkable space on the

5     4th Street footway.

6               The Planning Commission's

7     policy recommends a minimum of 6 feet

8     clear and unobstructed walking zone for

9     pedestrians on this sidewalk.

10               The City Planning Commission

11     will consider Bill No. 150467 at its

12     meeting of June 9th, 2015 with a staff

13     recommendation for approval with the

14     recommendation of removing one table and

15     two chairs along the building wall in

16     order to meet the walking zone

17     requirement for pedestrians.

18               This concludes my testimony.  I

19     appreciate the opportunity to testify

20     before you today and would be pleased to

21     answer any questions you may have.

22               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

23     I know we heard this before and I just

24     want to put for the record that if we

25     could get Streets and Planning to be on
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2     the same page on these ordinances, it

3     does make it a lot easier.  I know for a

4     6 inch difference you feel that there's

5     an issue with it, but we understand that.

6     It's just nice to have cohesive testimony

7     between Streets and Planning.

8               Thank you for the testimony.

9               Any other questions?

10               (No response.)

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

12     none, anyone else here to testify on

13     150467?

14               (No response.)

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

16     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

17     title of the next bill.

18               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150495, an

19     ordinance authorizing Drexel University,

20     to construct, own, and maintain step and

21     planter encroachments at 3175 JFK

22     Boulevard, Philadelphia, PA 19104, all

23     under certain terms and conditions.

24               MR. TORRENCE:  Good morning,

25     Chairman Squilla and members of the
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2     Streets and Services Committee.  My name

3     is St. Martin Torrence.  I'm the Director

4     of Legislative Affairs for the Department

5     of Streets.  I'm here to offer testimony

6     on Bill No. 150495.

7               This bill authorizes Drexel

8     University to construct, own, and

9     maintain step and planter encroachments

10     at 3175 JFK Boulevard, Philadelphia, PA

11     19104, all under certain terms and

12     conditions.

13               Encroachment description:

14     Steps:  A set of steps beginning at a

15     point approximately 64 feet north of the

16     southerly property boundary of 3175 JFK

17     Boulevard.  From said point, extending 16

18     feet north along and 7 feet 11 inches

19     into the easterly footway of North 32nd

20     Street, with 5 feet 6 inches walkable

21     space remaining.

22               Planters:  Three planters,

23     measuring approximately 30 inches cubed,

24     to be placed approximately 18 inches from

25     the face of the easterly curb of north
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2     32nd Street.  Said planters, measured

3     from the southernmost side, shall be 51

4     feet, 150 feet, and 176 feet 6 inches

5     north of the southerly property boundary

6     of 3175 JFK Boulevard.

7               Street lights, ramps, awnings,

8     and signs:  The applicant also proposes

9     street lights, ramps, awnings, and signs

10     as conforming with The Philadelphia Code

11     and subject to the Streets Department

12     approval upon the completion of the

13     legislative approval for the steps and

14     awnings described herein.

15               The Streets Department has no

16     objections to this proposed encroachment,

17     as amended.

18               Thank you for your time.  This

19     concludes my testimony.

20               MS. CHIU:  Good morning,

21     Chairman Squilla and members of Streets

22     and Services Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu,

23     City Planner with the Philadelphia City

24     Planning Commission.  I'm here to testify

25     on Bill No. 150495, which was introduced
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2     by Councilmember Blackwell on May 21st,

3     2015.

4               Bill No. 150495 will allow

5     Drexel University to construct, own, and

6     maintain step and planter encroachments

7     at 3175 JFK Boulevard.  The steps will

8     encroach 7 feet 11 inches into the

9     easterly footway of North 32nd Street,

10     with 5 feet 6 inches walkable space

11     remaining for pedestrians.  And three

12     planters will be located at 18 inches

13     from the curb, leaving 6 feet 6 inches

14     clear space.

15               The Planning Commission's

16     policy recommends a minimum of 6 feet 6

17     inches clear and unobstructed walking

18     zone for pedestrians on this sidewalk.

19               The Planning Commission will

20     consider this Bill 150495 at its meeting

21     on June 9th, 2015 with a staff

22     recommendation for approval for the

23     following reason:  Although the proposed

24     steps will create pinch points on the

25     sidewalk with less than recommended
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2     walking zone width, it is essential to

3     provide the ADA-compliant landing area

4     for the handicap ramp connecting to the

5     existing building's entrance.

6               This concludes my testimony.  I

7     appreciate the opportunity to testify

8     before you today and would be pleased to

9     answer any questions you may have.

10               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

11     for your testimony.

12               Any questions?

13               (No response.)

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

15     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

16     No. 150495?

17               (No response.)

18               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

19     none, thank you.

20               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

21     title of the next bill.

22               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150515, an

23     ordinance authorizing Jason Cohen, to

24     construct, own, and maintain a banner

25     pole encroachment at 4165 Ridge Avenue,



Committee on Streets and Services
June 8, 2015

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 33

1      6/8/15 - STREETS - BILL 150213, etc.

2     Philadelphia, PA 19129, all under certain

3     terms and conditions.

4               MR. TORRENCE:  Good morning,

5     Chairman Squilla and members of the

6     Streets and Services Committee.  My name

7     is St. Martin Torrence.  I'm the Director

8     of Legislative Affairs for the Department

9     of Streets.  I'm here to offer testimony

10     on Bill No. 150515.

11               This bill authorizes Jason

12     Cohen to construct, own, and maintain a

13     banner pole encroachment at 4165 Ridge

14     Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19129, all under

15     certain terms and conditions.

16               Encroachment description:  At

17     4165 Ridge Avenue, the banner pole will

18     be located 22 feet 1 inches tangent to

19     the western property line and offset

20     Ridge Avenue curb face 1 foot 6 inches to

21     pole center.  The banner pole has a

22     maximum height of 30 feet.  The banner

23     arms have a ground clearance of 12 feet.

24     The sign pole foundation is 2 feet

25     diameter and is embedded 8 feet below
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2     grade.  The banner pole will be in the

3     furnishing zone 6 feet and is not to

4     disturb the walking zone.

5               The Streets Department objects

6     to this proposed encroachment.  Such

7     encroachments set a precedent to

8     encourage further encroachments of

9     similar character and, as such, should be

10     formally permitted in The Philadelphia

11     Code and not by individual act of

12     legislation.

13               Thank you for your time.  This

14     concludes my testimony.

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

16               Please proceed.

17               MS. CHIU:  Good morning,

18     Chairman Squilla and members of Streets

19     and Services Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu,

20     City Planner with the Philadelphia City

21     Planning Commission.  I'm here to testify

22     on Bill No. 150515, which was introduced

23     by Councilmember Jones on May 21st, 2015.

24               Bill No. 150515 will allow the

25     construction of a banner pole at 4165
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2     Ridge Avenue.  The pole will encroach 1

3     foot 6 inches from the curbline onto the

4     sidewalk, with a maximum height of 30

5     feet.  The encroachment will not impact

6     the pedestrian walking zone.

7               The City Planning Commission

8     will consider Bill No. 150515 at its

9     meeting on June 9th, 2015.

10               This concludes my testimony.  I

11     appreciate the opportunity to testify

12     before you today and would be pleased to

13     answer any questions you may have.

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Councilman

15     Greenlee.

16               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

17     you, Mr. Chairman.

18               Saint, I guess the question to

19     you is, this banner pole, what is it for,

20     do we know?

21               MR. TORRENCE:  I think it's for

22     an advertisement.

23               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:

24     Advertisement, okay.  And I think both of

25     you said that it's not impeding the
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2     walking area, right?

3               MR. TORRENCE:  No.

4               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  So your

5     complaint or your objection is more

6     precedent setting than anything else?

7               MR. TORRENCE:  Yes, it is.

8               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  But don't

9     we do this all the time, we amend stuff

10     to allow certain things to happen?

11               MR. TORRENCE:  We do.  I think

12     what the Right-of-Way Unit wants is just

13     a matter of it to be allowed as opposed

14     to having to come in every time for

15     legislation.

16               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Okay.

17     All right.  Thanks.

18               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

19     very much.

20               Any other questions?

21               (No response.)

22               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

23     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

24     No. 150515?

25               (No response.)
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2               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

3     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

4     title of the next bill.

5               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150516, an

6     ordinance authorizing Richard Barnhart,

7     to construct, own, and maintain a banner

8     pole encroachment at 4341 Ridge Avenue,

9     Philadelphia, PA 19129, all under certain

10     terms and conditions.

11               MR. TORRENCE:  Good morning,

12     Chairman Squilla and members of the

13     Streets and Services Committee.  My name

14     is St. Martin Torrence and I'm the

15     Director of Legislative Affairs for the

16     Department of Streets.  I'm here to offer

17     testimony on Bill No. 150516.

18               This bill authorizes Richard

19     Barnhart to construct, own, and maintain

20     a banner pole encroachment at 4341 Ridge

21     Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19129, all under

22     certain terms and conditions.

23               Encroachment description:  At

24     4341 Ridge Avenue, the banner pole will

25     be located westerly 132 feet 0 inches
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2     from the curb point of intersection at

3     Heritage Drive and offset Ridge Avenue

4     curb face 1 foot 6 inches to pole center.

5     The banner pole has a maximum height of

6     30 feet.  The banner arms have a ground

7     clearance of 12 feet.  The sign pole

8     foundation is 2 feet in diameter and is

9     embedded 8 feet below grade.  The banner

10     pole will be in the furnishing zone 9

11     feet and is not to disturb the walking

12     zone.

13               The Streets Department objects

14     to this proposed encroachment.  Such

15     encroachments set a precedent to

16     encourage further encroachments of

17     similar character and, as such, should be

18     formally permitted in The Philadelphia

19     Code, not by individual act of

20     legislation.

21               Thank you for your time.  This

22     concludes my testimony.

23               MS. CHIU:  Good morning,

24     Chairman Squilla and members of Streets

25     and Services Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu,
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2     City Planner with the Philadelphia City

3     Planning Commission.  I'm here to testify

4     on Bill 150516, which was introduced by

5     Councilmember Jones on May 21st, 2015.

6               Bill No. 150516 will allow the

7     construction of a banner pole at 4341

8     Ridge Avenue.  The pole will encroach 1

9     foot 6 inches from the curbline on the

10     sidewalk, with a maximum height of 30

11     feet.  The encroachment will not impact

12     the pedestrian walking zone.

13               The City Planning Commission

14     will consider this Bill No. 150516 at its

15     meeting on June 9th, 2015.

16               This concludes my testimony.  I

17     appreciate the opportunity to testify

18     before you today and would be pleased to

19     answer any questions you may have.

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

21               Any questions?

22               (No response.)

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

24     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

25     No. 150516?
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2               (No response.)

3               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

4     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

5     title of the next bill.

6               Thank you for your testimony.

7               MR. TORRENCE:  I'll be back.

8               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150267, an

9     ordinance amending Section 9-203 of The

10     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Street

11     Vendors," by permitting street vending on

12     the 5500 block of North 13th Street, all

13     under certain terms and conditions.

14               (Witness approached witness

15     table.)

16               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

17     Ralph.  Please state your name for the

18     record and proceed with your testimony.

19               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

20     Good morning, Chairman Squilla and

21     members of the Committee on Streets and

22     Services.  My name is Ralph DiPietro.  I

23     am the Deputy Commissioner for Operations

24     for the Department of License and

25     Inspection.  Today I'm here to provide
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2     testimony on Bill No. 150267, as amended,

3     which, if enacted, will amend Section

4     9-200 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

5     "Commercial Activities on Streets."

6               This bill amends Subsection

7     9-203, entitled "Street Vendors," by

8     adding a single vending spot on the east

9     side of North 13th Street between West

10     Olney and West Tabor Road to the list of

11     approved locations.

12               The Department of License and

13     Inspection offers no objections to the

14     enactment of this bill and is prepared to

15     enforce its provision should it pass

16     Council and become law.

17               Thank you for the opportunity

18     to provide the Department's testimony on

19     Bill No. 150267.

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Hold on

21     one second.

22               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Is there

23     an amendment on this?  Because you said

24     "as amended."

25               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:
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2     I don't believe there was actually.  I

3     think I misspoke.  I'm sorry.

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  That's

5     fine.  Just made us a little nervous

6     here.  We didn't have the amendment, so

7     we weren't sure.

8               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

9     I apologize.

10               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

11     for your testimony.

12               Any questions -- hold on.

13               Anybody else here to testify on

14     Bill No. 150267?

15               (No response.)

16               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

17     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

18     title of the next bill.

19               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150405, an

20     ordinance amending Section 9-213 of The

21     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Farmers'

22     Markets," by adding to the permissible

23     locations; all under certain terms and

24     conditions.

25               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:
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2     Chairman Squilla and members of the

3     Committee on Streets and Services, my

4     name is Ralph DiPietro.  I'm the Deputy

5     Commissioner of Operations for the

6     Department of License and Inspection.

7     I'm also providing testimony on Bill No.

8     150405, which, if enacted, will amend

9     Section 9-213 of The Philadelphia Code,

10     entitled "Farmers' Markets."

11               This bill amends Subsection

12     9-213 by adding one additional farmers'

13     market location on the north side of

14     Mount Vernon Street from 13th to Broad.

15               The Department of License and

16     Inspection offers no objection to the

17     enactment of this bill and is prepared to

18     enforce its provision should it pass in

19     Council and become law.

20               Thank you for the opportunity

21     to provide the Department's testimony on

22     Bill No. 150405.

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

24               Any questions?

25               (No response.)
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2               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

3     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

4     150405?

5               (No response.)

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

7     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

8     title of the next bill.

9               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150439, an

10     ordinance amending Section 9-206 of The

11     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Sidewalk

12     Vendors in Neighborhood Business

13     Districts," by creating the Woodland

14     Avenue Business District for Sidewalk

15     Vending; and establishing special

16     provisions for licensing vendors in

17     certain business districts; all under

18     certain terms and conditions.

19               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

20     proceed, Ralph.

21               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

22     Chairman Squilla and members of the

23     Committee on Streets and Services, once

24     again, my name is Ralph DiPietro.  I'm

25     the Deputy Commissioner of Operations for
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2     the Department of License and Inspection.

3     Today I'm here to provide testimony on

4     Bill No. 150439, which, if enacted, will

5     amend Section 9-206 of The Philadelphia

6     Code, entitled "Sidewalk Vendors in

7     Business Districts."

8               This bill amends Subsection

9     9-206 by adding a special sidewalk

10     vending location on both sides of

11     Woodland Avenue from 48th Street to 58th

12     Street, with a maximum of 90 sidewalk

13     vendor locations.

14               The Department supports this

15     bill in concept.  However, we had asked

16     for some additional requirements which we

17     believe will improve the ordinance and

18     make enforcement and license issuance

19     more effective and efficient.  In

20     addition, there were some technical

21     changes for clarity purposes, and those

22     proposed amendments included:

23               An additional language added to

24     Section .4(A) to define the license term

25     and provide contact information for the
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2     licensee, along with a responsible entity

3     who may accept service from the

4     Department and is authorized to take

5     corrective action on behalf of the

6     organization;

7               Limitations on the license fees

8     assessed in Section .4(C) to ensure

9     fairness and reduce potential complaints

10     submitted to the Department alleging

11     unfair treatment;

12               And No. 3, the addition of

13     Section .4(F) an annual reporting

14     mechanism which requires the licensee to

15     submit a list of vendors participating in

16     the market, along with a fee schedule for

17     the next license period.  This measure

18     aids the Department should enforcement

19     become necessary to remove an unapproved

20     vendor.

21               Much of the approved amendments

22     are the result of past experience with

23     similar vendor license schemes, and it's

24     our hope that they can be considered to

25     ensure the outcome sought by this
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2     legislation can become a reality.

3               On behalf of the Commissioner,

4     I'd like to offer our thanks to

5     Councilwoman Blackwell for allowing us to

6     work with her and her staff on this

7     legislation, and thank you for the

8     opportunity to provide the Department's

9     testimony on Bill No. 150439.

10               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Ralph, do

11     you believe now that all the amendments

12     that are added to this legislation enable

13     it to be able to be enforced and

14     monitored?

15               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

16     Yes.

17               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

18     very much.

19               Any other questions?

20               (No response.)

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

22     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

23     No. 150439, as amended?

24               (No response.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing
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2     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

3     title of the next bill.

4               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150468, an

5     ordinance amending Section 9-213 of The

6     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Farmers'

7     Markets," by adding as a permissible

8     location the north side of West Tabor

9     Road from North Park Avenue to North 13th

10     Street, all under certain terms and

11     conditions.

12               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

13     Chairman Squilla and members of the

14     Committee on Streets and Services, my

15     name is Ralph DiPietro, Deputy

16     Commissioner of Operations for the

17     Department of License and Inspection.

18     I'm here to provide testimony on Bill No.

19     150468, which, if enacted, will amend

20     Section 9-213 of The Philadelphia Code,

21     entitled "Farmers' Markets."

22               This bill amends Subsection

23     9-213 by adding one additional farmers'

24     market location on the north sidewalk and

25     curb lane of West Tabor Road from North
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2     Park Avenue to North 13th Street.

3               The Department of License and

4     Inspection offers no objection to the

5     enactment of this bill and is prepared to

6     enforce its provision should it pass

7     Council and become law.

8               Thank you for the opportunity

9     to provide the Department's testimony on

10     Bill No. 150468.

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

12     for your testimony.

13               Any questions?

14               (No response.)

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

16     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

17     No. 150468?

18               (No response.)

19               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

20     none, Mr. McMonagle.

21               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150498, an

22     ordinance amending Section 9-206 of The

23     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Sidewalk

24     Vendors in Neighborhood Business

25     Districts," by creating the Temple
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2     University District, all under certain

3     terms and conditions.

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

5     proceed.

6               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

7     Chairman Squilla and members of the

8     Committee on Streets and Services, my

9     name is Ralph DiPietro, Deputy

10     Commissioner of Operations for the

11     Department of License and Inspection.

12     This morning I'm here to provide

13     testimony on Bill No. 150498, which, if

14     enacted, will amend Section 9-206 of The

15     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Sidewalk

16     Vendors in Neighborhood Districts."

17               This bill proposes a new

18     designated vending district called the

19     Temple University District.  The area of

20     the vending district is bound by Diamond

21     Street to the north, 10th Street to the

22     east, Oxford Street to the south, and

23     16th Street to the west.

24               This proposal would permit a

25     total of 50 sidewalk and street vendor



Committee on Streets and Services
June 8, 2015

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 51

1      6/8/15 - STREETS - BILL 150213, etc.

2     locations within the new Temple

3     University District.

4               The Department of License and

5     Inspection offers no objection to the

6     enactment of this amended version of the

7     bill and thanks the sponsor for his

8     willingness to work with the Department,

9     and we are prepared to enforce the

10     provisions should it pass in Council and

11     become law.

12               Thank you for the opportunity

13     to provide the Department's testimony on

14     Bill No. 150498.

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Any

16     questions?

17               (No response.)

18               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  I just

19     want to make sure that this bill, as

20     amended, is being testified on, correct?

21               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

22     Correct.

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All right.

24               Beverly Coleman, you want to

25     come up first and testify, and then we'll
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2     bring -- you can pick who comes after

3     that.  Thank you very much.

4               (Witness approached witness

5     table.)

6               MS. COLEMAN:  Good morning,

7     Mr. Chairman.  I'm Beverly Coleman.  I

8     work with Temple University and I'm here

9     to testify in support of Bill No. 150498.

10               I've submitted written

11     testimony, and so I'm here to answer any

12     questions that you have.  Thank you.

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Councilman

14     Greenlee.

15               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

16     you, Mr. Chairman.

17               Ms. Coleman, just one question.

18     To the best of your knowledge, would

19     there be any less vendors than there are

20     now in this particular area?

21               MS. COLEMAN:  The bill calls

22     for -- allows spaces for 50 vendors.  The

23     last accurate count was done by L&I in

24     late 2014.  At that time, there were 48

25     vendors.  We did an informal count about
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2     a week ago, and at that point, there were

3     41 vendors.  However, we know that some

4     people are not active during the summer

5     months.

6               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Okay.

7     Thank you.

8               Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

10     Thank you for your testimony.

11               Any other questions?

12               COUNCILMAN OH:  Oh, yeah.  I'm

13     sorry.

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Councilman

15     Oh.

16               Excuse me, Beverly.

17               COUNCILMAN OH:  I'm sorry.  You

18     might have already answered this.  I just

19     wanted to make sure.  So did you testify

20     that currently there are about 41 vendors

21     in this designated area?

22               MS. COLEMAN:  Yes.

23               COUNCILMAN OH:  So it is in

24     this -- is it a designated area or it is

25     an area where there is existing vending



Committee on Streets and Services
June 8, 2015

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 54

1      6/8/15 - STREETS - BILL 150213, etc.

2     going on?

3               MS. COLEMAN:  I'm not sure I

4     understand your question.

5               COUNCILMAN OH:  In other words,

6     there are 41 vendors in the area that

7     this bill has identified.  And so now is

8     it that there's a designation for 50, an

9     additional nine?

10               MS. COLEMAN:  Right.  However,

11     we believe that there are more vendors

12     who vend at a regular basis in Temple.

13     We think that some were not there over

14     the -- because it's the summer vacation.

15     So we think a more accurate count is 48.

16               COUNCILMAN OH:  Okay, 48.

17               MS. COLEMAN:  So the bill would

18     allow for two additional vending spaces.

19               COUNCILMAN OH:  Okay.  Thank

20     you very much.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

22               I also for the record want to

23     acknowledge that Councilwoman Bass is

24     present for the hearing.

25               Each vendor, if you want to
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2     pick two or three and come up at a time

3     and testify, or whoever is testifying.

4               (Witness approached witness

5     table.)

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  State your

7     name for the record and then proceed.

8               MS. REDZAJ:  My name is Marie

9     Redzaj.  I'm a vendor from

10     (unintelligible) in the Temple

11     University.

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Closer to

13     the mike.

14               MS. REDZAJ:  My name is Marie

15     Redzaj.  I'm a vendor, a street vendor,

16     at Montgomery and Temple University.

17               My question is for this bill

18     9-206, it says here in (B), which has

19     been close, the non-assignable and

20     non-transferable.

21               If something happened to, for

22     example, something happened to me, who

23     can take my truck and who can take my

24     vending space?

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:
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2     Mr. DiPietro, do you want to just step up

3     and answer the questions.

4               (Witness approached witness

5     table.)

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Once the

7     assignment, if they no longer can work as

8     a vendor, what happens to that license?

9               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

10     Typically vending licenses are not

11     transferable.  They can be transferred

12     from husband to wife, those sorts of

13     things, but you can't typically sell the

14     license or give it to someone else.  Most

15     vending licenses are handled the same

16     way.

17               MS. REDZAJ:  We're not

18     particularly selling the license.  We're

19     selling the business as a truck, but not

20     the licenses.  Nobody can sell the

21     license.  License remains yours.  You're

22     going to cancel, you're going to keep it,

23     it's up to us.  But as a truck, as a

24     business, how can it not be transferable?

25     Because the meter can't be stayed forever
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2     in your name.

3               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

4     So what's not transferable is the

5     location.

6               MS. REDZAJ:  That's the

7     location.  Understandable not

8     transferable, but if you sell the

9     business with the meter, which says on

10     the bill that it's going to be all with

11     the meters, why it cannot be

12     transferable?  It's in the bill here in

13     the B section.  It's been crossed, but I

14     don't know it's still affecting or not,

15     is going to be a sign in the bill.

16               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  What

17     section was that in the bill?

18               MS. REDZAJ:  It's Section B,

19     all vendor spaces within the district

20     shall be controlled by the City of

21     Philadelphia pursuant to this Section

22     9-206 and other applicable ordinances,

23     shall comply with applicable regulations

24     of the Temple University.  They are such

25     spaces shall be non-assignable and
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2     non-transferable.

3               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Mr.

4     Chairman, if I may.

5               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Councilman

6     Greenlee.

7               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  I believe

8     that's the law; is it not, Mr. DiPietro?

9     You cannot transfer.

10               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

11     Correct.  Once we assign a vendor to the

12     location, that's that vendor's location,

13     for all intents and purposes.

14               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  So it's

15     not specific to this area.  That's

16     citywide, correct?

17               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

18     In locations where there are special

19     vending.  So there's several locations

20     where there's special vending, University

21     City, Center City, and if this passes,

22     then it would be Temple area as well.

23     That vendor is at that location, can't

24     move someone else in there.

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Right.  So
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2     you could sell your business, but then

3     they would have to vie for a location or

4     go vie for a location at that time.

5               MS. REDZAJ:  So it can't be at

6     the same space if you sell the business?

7               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Even

8     vendors like you see around here, we have

9     hotdog carts and things like that, once

10     the space becomes available and somebody

11     gets rid of their license, it goes into a

12     lottery and the lottery picks a new

13     person for that spot, the way it works.

14     Now, it sounds like you want to be able

15     to sell your license -- your business and

16     your location at the same time, and

17     according to this bill and the way most

18     vending is done in the City, you cannot

19     do that.

20               MS. REDZAJ:  Understandable,

21     but in the meantime, if you're going to

22     sell the business and the business is

23     going to move to a different location,

24     how you going to transfer the meter if

25     you pay the bill every month?  It's on
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2     your -- it's on our name.  That's the

3     meter for the electric.

4               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

5     Right.  So the question is what do you do

6     with your -- the pole and the electric

7     meter?

8               MS. REDZAJ:  Right.

9               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

10     So I would imagine at some point -- PECO

11     would probably be better to answer this,

12     but at some point you'd want to shut the

13     meter service, because it would have to

14     be in the next business's name.  You

15     wouldn't want the meter to remain in your

16     name if you're no longer there.

17               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Ralph,

18     speak a little closer too.  I know you

19     said that PECO -- the current owner would

20     then have to turn the service off for the

21     electric at that location and then the

22     new owner coming in to that location

23     would then have to reapply to have that

24     service turned on.

25               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:
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2     Correct.  What's not assignable is the

3     location.  So you wouldn't be able to

4     bring someone else to that location, but

5     the PECO service is a matter of however

6     PECO handles billing.

7               MS. REDZAJ:  Well, it would be

8     more easy to transfer it at the same

9     time, but not to do it -- turn it off and

10     turn it on and do all the application

11     from the beginning.  So we all investing

12     our money in a street business and now if

13     you want -- something happen or sick or

14     something happen, you can't run the

15     business anymore.  You can't transfer it.

16     You can sell the business, but you can't

17     transfer it to the other person.  So

18     basically we are in a losing situation

19     here.

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.  All

21     right.

22               Is there anybody else that

23     wants to testify?

24               Please come up to the table and

25     testify.
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2               MS. REDZAJ:  Thank you for your

3     time.

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Hold on

5     one second.  I'm sorry.

6               Councilman Oh.

7               COUNCILMAN OH:  I have a

8     question for the City just for my

9     clarification.  Has this always been the

10     case, that it's always been that if you

11     get -- if you're a vendor and you have a

12     location, that you could not, for

13     example, have someone operate it on your

14     behalf?  You could not do like a lease or

15     a sublease or something like that?

16               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

17     Generally speaking, of course you could

18     have somebody operate your business on

19     your behalf.  There's two basic types of

20     licenses, for all intent and purposes, in

21     the City.  There's the general vending

22     license, which you can go anywhere so

23     long as it's not a prohibited location.

24     And then there's the spot-specific

25     licenses, this one, this proposal, Center
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2     City, University City, and those

3     particular spots are tied to that vendor

4     and their operation.  What will happen

5     is, if that vendor vacates the spot, the

6     spot goes into a lottery.  And actually

7     we did one about a year and a half ago,

8     where we actually assigned spots based on

9     a lottery.  A number is picked out.  If

10     that's your number, you're awarded that

11     particular spot.  That's been the way the

12     vending has worked, special vending has

13     worked for many years.

14               COUNCILMAN OH:  Is "many years"

15     five years, ten years, 20 years, 50

16     years, 100 years?

17               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

18     Well, I go back about 18 years with the

19     Department and it's at least 15 years

20     that special vending has been that way,

21     and I suspect probably before.

22               COUNCILMAN OH:  Okay.  Thank

23     you very much.

24               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

25     You're welcome, sir.
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2               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Councilman

3     Greenlee.

4               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

5     you, Mr. Chairman.

6               Real quickly.  I guess the

7     essence of this is that the spot really

8     belongs to the City of Philadelphia,

9     right?  It doesn't belong to any

10     particular vendor, correct?

11               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

12     That is correct.

13               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  They are

14     licensed for that spot, licensed with the

15     City, but the spot belongs to the City of

16     Philadelphia, because it's a street; is

17     that correct?

18               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

19     That's correct.

20               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Is that

21     the best way to say it?

22               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

23     Yes.

24               COUNCILMAN OH:  Yeah, I get

25     that portion, and I appreciate the
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2     clarification.  I guess my concern is, I

3     know that you can't sell the spot and,

4     therefore, if you have a vending location

5     that you've been at for like 15 years and

6     you want to continue to operate Dave's

7     Taco Truck, if I want to keep it going

8     and I'm not selling the business but I

9     am -- in other words, I'm leasing the

10     business.  And I know that's kind of like

11     the fine line here, but it is a legal

12     issue, like you can cross on green but

13     you can't cross on red, but you might be

14     able to go on yellow.  I just want

15     clarification on the details.

16               Can you establish something

17     where somebody operates my lunch truck at

18     that location or does this bill say that

19     you cannot do that?

20               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

21     This bill seems to be very similar in

22     nature to what other special vending

23     locations do, in that as a general rule,

24     that licensee, that person that holds the

25     license, is required to operate that
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2     establishment.  That doesn't necessarily

3     mean they're going to be there 24/7.

4     They may have someone working for them,

5     but, of course, that's their license and

6     that's their license at that location.

7     So I suspect that if you were going to

8     have some kind of an arrangement where

9     you might be leasing it, that might be

10     something different and would probably

11     require a little bit of a closer look,

12     because, as you said, that's a very fine

13     line and gets a little bit towards

14     selling the spot, which is generally

15     prohibited in all of our vending

16     licenses.  They tend to be very, very

17     person specific for lots of reasons.  We

18     take photographs of the person and tax

19     accounts are tied to the person.

20               COUNCILMAN OH:  So, for

21     example, if I'm an individual and I get

22     the spot, that's one thing.  It's to me,

23     David Oh.  But does the spot go to an LLC

24     or an LP, like to a corporate entity?  Is

25     the license to a corporate entity or to
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2     the individual?

3               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

4     Generally the license is to an

5     individual.

6               COUNCILMAN OH:  Not to a

7     corporation?

8               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

9     Correct.  And there's lots of other sort

10     of associated things that happen.  Food

11     licensing, for example, and testing and

12     inspections and things like that,

13     training.  So they very often are very

14     specific to an individual.  There are

15     other types of licenses that differ from

16     vending, but with the application of

17     this, it's very specific to the

18     individual and the folks that work for

19     them.

20               COUNCILMAN OH:  So there are no

21     vendors in a special district that are

22     corporations?  In other words, a person

23     could buy a corporation.  The corporation

24     would have the license in the lease.  And

25     I'm not trying to give you a hard time.
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2     I myself am trying to just understand

3     what this is.

4               So in that case, you could not

5     sell or transfer your corporation with

6     its leases and assets to somebody else?

7               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

8     If I'm understanding you correctly, it

9     sounds like you are correct, you would

10     not be able to sell that location and

11     that license.  They would have -- once

12     that spot is no longer available or that

13     licensee or their business is no longer

14     able to operate, they would go back into

15     the lottery.

16               COUNCILMAN OH:  It would sound

17     like that this bill would have to

18     prohibit a corporation from obtaining a

19     license, because if the corporation

20     obtained a license, the corporation is a

21     separate legal entity and any other

22     individuals can come and operate that.

23     They assume the liabilities, the

24     responsibilities.  So I'm not clear on

25     how that works.  I know it's been the
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2     rule for a while, but I'm just kind of --

3     has that been settled?

4               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

5     We issue the license to an individual.

6     That individual may also be a

7     corporation.  I mean, I can't speak to

8     that, but it is issued to an individual.

9     That's the whole sort of -- that's for

10     the licensing and the photos and all

11     those things.

12               COUNCILMAN OH:  Okay.  Thank

13     you very much.

14               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

15     You're welcome, sir.

16               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Before we

17     continue, I'd like to recognize

18     Councilwoman Blackwell.

19               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

20     you.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

21               I would like to -- I'm sorry I

22     was out of the room at the time at a

23     press conference, but I certainly support

24     Bill 150439, as amended, and ask that the

25     Committee suspend the rules for this.
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2     These are in my area.  And I also support

3     Bill 150495.  And I thank you for

4     allowing me to make this comment at this

5     time.

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

7     very much.  Thank you for your comment.

8               Is there anyone else here to

9     testify on Bill No. 150498?

10               Please come forward.

11               MS. REDZAJ:  Can I just stay

12     one minute?

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Go ahead.

14               MS. REDZAJ:  First of all,

15     saying they will never be sold, the

16     spots, or transfer the trucks.  First of

17     all, I'm the first victim that I've been

18     sold the spot two years ago.  There was

19     an old law or regulation on this.  It was

20     sold in Norris and 13.  I still hold the

21     title of the PECO.  I still pay the bill

22     every month.  I don't operate there.  And

23     that was from LLC corporation, U Got

24     Munchies.

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.
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2     Thank you very much.

3               MS. REDZAJ:  Thank you.

4               (Witnesses approached witness

5     table.)

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Just

7     before you start, just state your name

8     for the record and then proceed with your

9     testimony.

10               MR. CRAIG:  I'm Matthew Craig

11     from Cloud Coffee.

12               MS. MILLS:  I'm Kristen Mills

13     from Cloud Coffee.

14               MR. CRAIG:  Also an LLC.

15               MS. MILLS:  We are licensed as

16     a corporation, as an LLC, not as

17     individuals.

18               I guess we're here -- go ahead.

19               MR. CRAIG:  Well, I would like

20     to comment on what you were just talking

21     about, because I think part of the issue

22     with this bill is that it's setting --

23     and this isn't what I came up here

24     prepared to say.  It's just commenting on

25     what's been said up till now.
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2               I think part of the confusion

3     is that this bill is both nurturing and

4     kind of devaluing this sort of like truck

5     and mortar situation where, on one hand,

6     trucks are now required to have a spot,

7     have a plug, be reliant on electricity on

8     the grid, but at the same time, if

9     someone chooses to leave or give their

10     business to a son or daughter or spouse

11     or sell to another entity, then the spot

12     is basically discarded, which is --

13     essentially it doesn't render the

14     business completely just inert tools, but

15     it kind of puts a business such as us in

16     that position, where all the sudden we're

17     not really -- I mean, we don't have --

18     we've built up a customer base.  We've

19     built up a reputation that's now

20     associated with a specific spot, but if

21     we sell, that doesn't come with it.  That

22     means whoever buys starts from Point A

23     again, and I think that's kind of the

24     concern that's associated with that.

25               MS. MILLS:  The other thing
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2     that I think -- this is also a Temple

3     question, Temple University question.  On

4     No. 2 where it says a maximum of 50

5     locations.  There was a meeting called

6     this past Thursday for all food truck

7     vendors at Temple University and it was

8     stated that it would be designated for 36

9     trucks and 14 carts, meaning what's road

10     worthy versus what's on the sidewalk, and

11     that equals 50.  According to Beverly

12     Coleman, it was just stated that there

13     are 41 to 48 vendors, but my

14     understanding is that there's 41 to 48

15     trucks.  So the concern is that instead

16     of having 41 to 48 road-worthy vehicles,

17     it will actually be 36 road-worthy

18     vehicles, which means that -- I can't do

19     math right now -- the distance between 36

20     and 41 to 48, those people will be

21     bumped, and the discussion that came up

22     was who will stay and who will go.

23               I understand the need to get

24     rid of trucks on campus that are not

25     functioning.  That makes sense, whether



Committee on Streets and Services
June 8, 2015

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 74

1      6/8/15 - STREETS - BILL 150213, etc.

2     it's a visual issue or it's just not a

3     business anymore.  So cleaning up that

4     part of the campus makes sense, but for

5     businesses that are running, that are

6     running -- that are a vital part of, say,

7     the food culture or the fabric of that

8     community, it would be -- I think our

9     issue is that if you're a newer business,

10     that you would get bumped because you

11     don't have seniority, and that was the

12     question that came up in the meeting.  So

13     if there's 36 trucks are allowed to stay

14     and 36 of those trucks have been in

15     business for 30 years, they get to stay

16     versus the businesses that, say, like us

17     have been in business for, say, three

18     years, even though we have a whole

19     different clientele and add to the

20     community in a different way.

21               So my question isn't

22     necessarily about a spot, location.  We

23     have a spot.  We're plugged in.  We're

24     doing everything that this has asked us

25     to do as well as what Temple University
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2     has asked us to do, except there is a

3     chance if this 50, if this means that

4     newer businesses will get bumped, then

5     that might mean either we get bumped or

6     we get shifted around.  And that's the

7     main concern I think that the newer

8     businesses have on campus that Temple

9     University can't seem to answer.  So

10     that's why we're here.

11               MR. CRAIG:  That's a huge

12     concern of mine too.  If the only

13     criteria for staying is seniority, then

14     what are we doing?  We're honoring food

15     culture of 1980 and not food culture of

16     recent times.  And while I think that

17     that's great to take some kind of safety

18     in seniority, I don't think that that

19     should be the only criteria that allows a

20     person to stay or go within the district.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  And I know

22     when Beverly testified, I know her number

23     was 48 and then two additional spots.

24               MS. MILLS:  That's what it

25     sounds like here, and this is part of the
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2     confusion.  The meeting on Thursday it

3     was stated many times over and over again

4     that out of that 50, it's allotted for 36

5     road-worthy trucks and 14 carts.  That's

6     not stated in this piece of paper, but

7     that's what was stated in our meeting,

8     and my concern is if there are 36 trucks

9     allowed to stay, who is getting bumped?

10               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Well, how

11     many total -- maybe I could ask Ralph

12     this.

13               MS. MILLS:  The 41 to 48 is

14     confusing because now --

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  How many

16     total licenses are there?

17               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

18     When we're talking about -- there is no

19     specific license to this area.  So you're

20     talking about a vending license or a

21     motor vehicle vending license?  I don't

22     know how many are in that --

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  At this

24     point, there is no record of how many are

25     there?
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2               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

3     Right, because they're not necessarily

4     assigned to a space.  So we can't count

5     how many vendors are there at any given

6     day.  There might be 48 on one day.

7     There might be 52 on another day.

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  And would

9     this bill then give them a space, this

10     bill then once they have a license, they

11     have a location, or they can still go

12     anywhere they want?

13               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

14     No.  So this bill would, again, much like

15     University and Center City, this bill

16     would tie a particular licensee to a

17     particular location.

18               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  And right

19     now it's not like that?

20               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

21     Correct.

22               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Wouldn't

23     that make it better for you?

24               MS. MILLS:  It would.  The

25     confusion is that it was just stated that
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2     there are 48 vendors, and this makes it

3     look like, oh, good, we get to have two

4     more, but according to the meeting at

5     Temple University, which is why this is

6     frustrating -- I realize I'm not at

7     Temple University right now -- it

8     appeared as though there are 48 trucks,

9     not 48 vendors.  So they're separating

10     the trucks from the carts.  So basically

11     if we're a truck, which we are, if we

12     don't fall under the 36, then we get

13     bumped.  If it means, yes, we definitely

14     can get a spot, we get the spot that

15     we're in, we get to stay, we get to keep

16     selling coffee to everyone, raising the

17     GPA on campus, great.  That's exactly

18     what we want to do, but if we're bumped,

19     we need to figure out how to figure this

20     out.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.  All

22     right.  Thank you.

23               Any other questions?

24               (No response.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Are there
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2     any other vendors here to testify?

3               You want to come up, please.

4               (Witness approached witness

5     table.)

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Just state

7     your name for the record and then proceed

8     with your testimony.

9               MS. APOSTOLOPOULOS:  My name is

10     Virginia Apostolopoulos.  I own the

11     Creperie at Temple, which has been on

12     campus for close to 14 years.

13               My concern is again the same

14     for both of the situations before.  I've

15     been an owner at the crepe truck for the

16     last two years and I'm really worried and

17     concerned.  Again, it's not clear of what

18     vendors and what carts and what trucks

19     are staying or leaving, so --

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Do you

21     always go to the same spot?

22               MS. APOSTOLOPOULOS:  Yes.  I'm

23     in that same spot.  I'm plugged in with

24     electric.  Everything is legally, you

25     know, in the name and everything, but I
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2     could get bumped because of seniority.

3     Now, seniority meaning, yes, the truck

4     has been there for 14 years, but they're

5     going by ownership.  And, of course, this

6     is my livelihood and I'm worried, and I

7     believe so is everybody else right now.

8     So it's not clear again if we can stay or

9     go of the 36, 46, and 50 total trucks.

10               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.  All

11     right.  I understand your concerns.

12               Any questions?

13               Councilman Oh.

14               COUNCILMAN OH:  The

15     site-specific nature of the law in the

16     City, is that 15 years old or older or

17     has that been -- like the special

18     district, when did that start?

19               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

20     I don't know the exact date that the

21     special vending districts began, but it's

22     longer than that.

23               COUNCILMAN OH:  Longer than

24     that.  I know that if someone goes into a

25     mall and they lease a spot in the mall,
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2     it says in the lease that the mall owner

3     can move you at any time.  That's typical

4     in a mall.  They don't normally do that,

5     but they do.  But I do see like there's

6     two different types of vending locations.

7     One is general and one is kind of site

8     specific.  And then I guess the bigger

9     question here is, is it possible for

10     Temple University to provide us with

11     exactly how many trucks and carts there

12     are that are active as opposed to in

13     general?

14               MS. APOSTOLOPOULOS:  They did

15     give us a plan of where they're going to

16     be also.

17               (Witness approached witness

18     table.)

19               MS. COLEMAN:  We know that

20     there are at least three trucks on campus

21     that are not active right now.

22               I'm sorry.  I'm Beverly Coleman

23     from Temple University.

24               And they have not been, to the

25     best of my knowledge, active for a period
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2     of time.

3               I just wanted to say to respond

4     to the vendors, we understand that this

5     is a change.  We think that the best way

6     to approach this is seniority, and we are

7     committed to working with the vendors who

8     are at Temple to make sure that they can

9     stay at Temple.  We don't want to

10     displace anyone.

11               COUNCILMAN OH:  Do you know the

12     exact number of active vending carts and

13     vending trucks that are in this area, the

14     exact number operating?

15               MS. COLEMAN:  Based on the

16     count that L&I did in late 2014, there

17     were a total of 48 vendors.  There were

18     38 trucks and 10 carts.

19               COUNCILMAN OH:  Is there more

20     now?  Do we know as of this date as we

21     sit here exactly how many carts and how

22     many trucks there are?

23               MS. COLEMAN:  We know that

24     based on -- we two Fridays ago did an

25     informal count at that point, and there
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2     were a total of 41 vendors.  We didn't

3     distinguish carts from trucks.  We also

4     know that some people leave for the

5     summer.  So we think the more accurate

6     count is the count that was done by L&I

7     at the end of 2014.

8               COUNCILMAN OH:  Based on that

9     number, it seems that everybody would be

10     staying, right?

11               MS. COLEMAN:  Yes.  What we

12     can't guarantee, because this is by

13     seniority, is that they would have their

14     same spot, their same space.

15               COUNCILMAN OH:  I will say me

16     personally, I know we gave a lot of

17     attention to the Gallery, and I know

18     you're the king of that, Councilman

19     Squilla and Chairman, and I am kind of

20     aware of Philadelphia's food vending kind

21     of renaissance, if you will, and I am

22     sympathetic to the issues that if it's

23     not necessary to kick people out -- and

24     it doesn't sound like it is -- I'm not

25     sure why that would be done.  I'm not
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2     trying to overstep my bounds here, but

3     seniority would favor the

4     long-established businesses, and I do

5     understand that, but I do think there is

6     new businesses offering new things, and

7     it doesn't sound like there's a need to

8     be a problem here.  Is it possible to

9     provide some assurances, I suppose, that

10     everybody would be okay who is here?

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  I think

12     what Dave is actually saying is, is it

13     possible to somehow, since it seems like

14     people come and go, maybe not there every

15     day, some are there every day, some

16     people use different spaces, I guess, I

17     don't know, but if there is more than 50

18     that actually work there, how would

19     anybody even know?  I mean, would L&I

20     know?  Would you know?

21               COUNCILMAN OH:  Could we

22     grandfather the existing vendors in and

23     begin kind of fresh with the next group?

24               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

25     We would not know how many are there
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2     operating in a given day.  The food

3     trucks, those are attached to PECO

4     services.  It's a little bit different.

5     They're more stagnant, but the rest is

6     very, very mobile, so we don't know on a

7     given day who is -- and in terms of the

8     limitations based on some safety

9     concerns, spacing between trucks, but as

10     far as L&I's perspective, we have no role

11     in determining how many or how few.

12               MS. APOSTOLOPOULOS:  Can I ask

13     a question to L&I?

14               There's a lot of vendors that

15     have trucks there.  If they come and

16     renew their vendor's license this year

17     and they haven't the last two or three or

18     four years but have had a license since

19     2000, does that make them seniority or

20     not?  Because I'm there 360 days a year,

21     morning to night and --

22               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

23     I have no idea.  If the seniority is

24     based on the age of the license, then I

25     would imagine it would be based on --
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2               MS. APOSTOLOPOULOS:  But if

3     they haven't renewed them in the last two

4     to three years and they came to renew

5     them last week, how does that work?

6               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

7     For L&I purposes, we would simply reissue

8     the license.  Now, for seniority in terms

9     of placement --

10               MS. APOSTOLOPOULOS:  Right.

11     That's what I'm worried about.  It's

12     seniority.  Because for two years, you

13     know, they weren't working, but now

14     they're there and they want to work

15     because of this, which will bump me out

16     as a new owner, which is only two years

17     that -- not even two years.  It's going

18     to be two years in August.

19               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

20     Right.  In terms of the seniority, I have

21     no idea how the seniority will play into

22     the placement.  Simply only L&I's role is

23     to issue the license, to check for tax

24     compliance, that sort of thing.

25               MS. APOSTOLOPOULOS:  All right.
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2               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.  Is

3     there anyone else here to testify?

4               Please come up.

5               (Witness approached witness

6     table.)

7               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Just state

8     your name for the record and then

9     proceed.

10               MR. NADREW:  Sure.  Bill

11     Nadrew.  I own Natasha's Caribbean Cafe.

12               My questions are -- it actually

13     looks like there's two different things

14     written in the yellow paper and the white

15     paper.  The white paper states that

16     businesses can only operate during the

17     hours -- it kind of limits our operating

18     hours, and I don't understand that,

19     because there's businesses that are open

20     at 2:00 in the morning there, because

21     there are Temple students on campus

22     during that time, and it's actually one

23     of their busiest times.  Students are

24     studying and they want to eat at certain

25     times, and this kind of limits that.  It
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2     also limits the transfer of ownership.

3     Now, how does that work if you want to

4     take on a partner?  Me myself, I have

5     changed my business name one time within

6     the last four years.  So at that point we

7     would be applying for a new license

8     because we would like to change the

9     business name or change the direction of

10     the business.

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Yeah.  I

12     mean, I would get clarification with L&I,

13     but I believe as long as you're still the

14     owner of that, I think that that would

15     justify you keeping the license.  I mean,

16     we would defer to L&I on that, but as a

17     common sense practical moment.

18               Ralph.

19               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

20     That's correct.  So whenever we have

21     those sorts of situations that are

22     unusual, we have to look at them on a

23     case-by-case basis, but typically if that

24     person is still involved with the

25     license, they maintain that license.
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2               MR. NADREW:  What about a

3     transfer of name or adding on another

4     owner, a partner?

5               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

6     If the person that gets that license is

7     still involved with that license, it's

8     not -- it's still that licensee.  If you

9     want to change your name, that's fine,

10     you know.  It's you can't give that

11     license to someone else.

12               MR. NADREW:  Correct, but two

13     years ago when I did change my name, I

14     also was issued a new license and I did

15     take on a partner two years ago at that

16     time, and I was issued a new license.  So

17     it seems like -- it's not very clear when

18     you're applying for a new license now

19     whether or not you'll be able to maintain

20     that same spot or -- that's where my

21     confusion is.

22               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

23     I don't want the confusion to be between

24     changes made to the license in terms of

25     the placement and the spot.  Two
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2     different things.  The spot is assigned

3     to you.  That's your spot, your location.

4     You're vending there through whatever

5     your name is.

6               MR. NADREW:  Correct.

7               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

8     That would remain.  If you were to leave

9     and give it to someone else, that's

10     what's not permitted.  That location

11     can't be transferred.

12               MR. NADREW:  Now, two years ago

13     when I took on a partner, we changed the

14     name and we had to apply for a new

15     license.

16               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

17     And that may well -- that's true, but

18     that doesn't necessarily mean the

19     placement would be automatically removed.

20               MR. NADREW:  Correct, but now

21     if this bill is passed and we're applying

22     for a new license, if we have to change

23     anything, it kind of puts a choke hold on

24     us whether or not we can do it.  I mean,

25     if we apply for a new license because we
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2     decide to go a new direction with the

3     business in that current location, it

4     would be like as if applying for a new

5     license, my understanding.

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  I think

7     you're still the same owner.  So being

8     still the same owner, even though you

9     changed your name or you got married or

10     whatever and you changed your name, you

11     would still be the same owner.  So it's

12     the same person.  They may issue a

13     license under -- a new license under a

14     different name, but you would still be

15     the same owner.  According to the way I

16     read it, you would still have that spot.

17     Now, if it wasn't that way, then we would

18     have an issue, but I think -- what I feel

19     like the issue is that the discussion is

20     or the concern is how many vendors are

21     actually really there.  I mean, it seems

22     like nobody knows.  So if nobody knows

23     how many vendors are actually there,

24     that's where the problem comes in.  And

25     when they do the 50, I guess they'll
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2     decide at that time.  And then who -- and

3     then if it's by seniority, everybody

4     says -- I guess there's going to be a

5     signup and says, I want one of those

6     spots.  And that hopefully will work with

7     the sponsor of the bill and with Temple

8     to make whole everybody that's involved

9     in this project and in this process, and

10     all the vendors that are there, actively

11     there, can hopefully be made whole.

12     That's what I would do moving forward.

13               Stay in touch with the

14     Councilperson in the district and stay in

15     touch with L&I and Temple and work on, I

16     guess, a plan to see how this works.  I

17     mean, if somebody hasn't been there for

18     five years and then they said they still

19     have a license, I don't know how that's

20     seniority.  So I don't know how that

21     plays out.  So, I mean, that's something

22     I think probably still has to be worked

23     out in how this moves forward, and

24     hopefully the lines of communication will

25     stay open between the vendors and Temple,
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2     L&I, with the Councilperson and be able

3     to work through all these -- any time

4     there's something new, it's a little bit

5     of misunderstanding of how it's going to

6     work.  So hopefully we can get through

7     this and then at the end of the day, most

8     people will be happy with it.

9               MR. NADREW:  I think we need to

10     come up with some kind of clarification

11     on whether or not things can be changed

12     as well as far as name goes or as far as

13     even being able to take on a partner to

14     help a business strive.

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Well, I

16     think that can happen if you keep the

17     dialogue open and speak to the sponsor.

18     These bills can always be amended to show

19     change or learn how we move forward to

20     see what unintended consequences happened

21     during a bill.  Sometimes we introduce

22     legislation that we didn't realize what

23     would happen to such-and-such, and so we

24     have to go back and amend it in order to

25     fix that problem.  So hopefully the same
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2     thing will happen with you.

3               Are there any other people

4     here -- any other questions?

5               Councilman Oh.

6               COUNCILMAN OH:  I'll just say

7     that while I'm very sympathetic to your

8     endeavor, I think that what the Chairman

9     said is correct.  If you would form some

10     type of committee and list out -- you've

11     raised some very good points for

12     clarification.  The issue today is

13     whether the bill will leave this

14     Committee and move forward, and it

15     probably will, but if you would form some

16     committee, identify your issues, and

17     there's some issues that I have that I'm

18     not really clear on myself as an

19     attorney, as a Councilman that could be

20     clarified in this bill, and then your

21     ability to work it with the District

22     Councilperson would be very helpful to

23     what you're trying to do.  All right?

24     Thank you.

25               MR. NADREW:  Thank you.
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2               MS. MILLS:  Can I say one more

3     thing?

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Yes.

5               MS. MILLS:  Thank you.  I just

6     want to say, can L&I please communicate

7     with all vendors?  It would be very

8     helpful.

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

10               MS. MILLS:  This idea of

11     communication is a really great idea.

12     That's what we need.

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

14     I agree, and I think hopefully from this

15     point forward -- and it's good to

16     organize yourselves and do the group of

17     people that you have here.  It's very

18     important.  Keep hold of that and

19     constantly keep the lines of

20     communication open between the

21     Councilperson, L&I, and Temple and

22     everybody so everybody knows exactly

23     what's going on.

24               Thank you very much.

25               MS. MILLS:  Thank you.
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2               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Is there

3     anybody else here to testify on Bill No.

4     150498?

5               (No response.)

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

7     all for your testimony.

8               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

9     title of the next bill.

10               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150503, an

11     ordinance amending Section 9-213 of The

12     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Farmers'

13     Markets," by amending and further

14     clarifying the definitions section.

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  For the

16     record too, Councilman Kenyatta Johnson

17     is present at the hearing.

18               Ralph, please proceed with your

19     testimony.

20               DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DiPIETRO:

21     Thank you, Chairman Squilla and members

22     of the Committee on Streets and Services.

23     Once again, my name is Ralph DiPietro,

24     Deputy Commissioner of Operations for the

25     Department of License and Inspection.
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2     I'm here to provide testimony on Bill No.

3     150503, which, if enacted, will amend

4     Section 9-213 of The Philadelphia Code,

5     entitled "Farmers' Markets."

6               This bill amends Subsection

7     9-213 by expanding the types of

8     activities and services which may be

9     offered at a farmers' market, within

10     specified limitations.  It includes the

11     entities approved to provide the

12     additional services and defines the

13     farmers' market sponsor as a supporter of

14     the market.

15               The Department of License and

16     Inspection offers no objection to the

17     enactment of this bill and is prepared to

18     enforce its provision should it pass in

19     Council and become law.

20               Thank you for the opportunity

21     to provide the Department's testimony on

22     Bill No. 150503.

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

24     for your testimony.

25               Any questions?
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2               (No response.)

3               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

4     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

5     No. 150503, as amended?

6               (No response.)

7               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

8     none, Mr. McMonagle -- thank you for your

9     testimony, Ralph.

10               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

11     title of the next bill.

12               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150514, an

13     ordinance authorizing the installation of

14     an all-way stop sign at the intersection

15     of Eva Street and Port Royal Avenue.

16               (Witness approached witness

17     table.)

18               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Dave, just

19     state your name again for the record and

20     proceed with your testimony.

21               MR. DLUGOSZ:  Good afternoon,

22     Mr. Chairman and members of the

23     Committee.  Thank you for the opportunity

24     to appear before you today.  My name is

25     David Dlugosz.  I'm a District Traffic



Committee on Streets and Services
June 8, 2015

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 99

1      6/8/15 - STREETS - BILL 150213, etc.

2     Engineer for the Department of Streets.

3     I'm here to offer testimony on Bill

4     150514, a bill establishing an all-way

5     stop control at the intersection of Port

6     Royal Avenue and Eva Street.

7               The Streets Department has

8     several concerns with this bill.  The

9     Vehicle Code requires PennDOT to develop

10     regulations governing traffic control

11     devices in accordance with the Federal

12     Highway Administration's MUTCD.  These

13     regulations apply to all public streets

14     and highways in the Commonwealth, and the

15     City Solicitor has ruled that the Streets

16     Department is legally obligated to comply

17     with the Vehicle Code and the related

18     PennDOT regulations.

19               Federal and State criteria

20     require that an all-way stop control be

21     warranted by a study of traffic

22     conditions which include crash records,

23     traffic volumes, speed, sight distance

24     and so on.  Our study concluded that the

25     conditions at this location do not
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2     satisfy federal and State warrants for an

3     all-way stop control.  The warrants being

4     as follows:

5               The first one relates to where

6     a traffic signal is warranted.  There is

7     not a traffic signal warranted at this

8     intersection.  So Warrant 1 is not

9     satisfied.

10               Warrant 2 relates to crash

11     experience records of up to five or more

12     crashes within any 12-month period that

13     would be correctable by an all-way stop

14     control would warrant -- satisfy Warrant

15     2.

16               Between 2008 and 2013, there

17     have been zero correctable crashes at

18     this intersection.  Therefore, Warrant 2

19     is not satisfied.

20               Warrant 3 relates to vehicle

21     and pedestrian volumes.  No. 2 is, the

22     combined vehicular and pedestrian volume

23     from the minor street; in this case,

24     eastbound Port Royal, averages at least

25     200 vehicles and pedestrians per hour for
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2     eight hours.  At this intersection, we

3     did automated counts over a 72-hour

4     period, and on none of the hours did the

5     volume exceed 15 vehicles, which

6     represents 8 percent of the minimum

7     required for -- and that would be the one

8     with the highest volume.

9               At the intersection of Port

10     Royal and Eva, we are not dealing with a

11     borderline situation, but one in which

12     the traffic falls short of the minimum

13     required by the Federal Highway -- or the

14     MUTCD and the Vehicle Code for the

15     installation of an all-way stop control.

16               Based on the results of the

17     study, the Streets Department cannot

18     support this bill.

19               Thank you for the opportunity.

20     I'd be happy to take any questions.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

22               Any questions?

23               (No response.)

24               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

25     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill
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2     No. 150514?

3               (No response.)

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

5     none, thank you for your testimony.

6               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

7     title of the next bill.

8               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150407, an

9     ordinance authorizing the revision of

10     lines and grades on a portion of City

11     Plan No. 253 by striking from the City

12     Plan and vacating Kerper Place from

13     Kerper Street to its terminus as a

14     cul-de-sac turnaround northeastwardly

15     therefrom, striking from the City Plan

16     and vacating Kerper Street from a point

17     approximately two-hundred fifty-two feet

18     northwest of Oakley Street to its

19     terminus as a cul-de-sac turnaround

20     northwestwardly therefrom, placing on the

21     City Plan a cul-de-sac turnaround at the

22     resultant terminus of Kerper Street, and

23     reserving and placing on the City Plan a

24     fifty foot wide right-of-way for sewer

25     and drainage purposes within the lines of
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2     Kerper Street being stricken and

3     authorizing the acceptance of the grant

4     to the City of the said right-of-way, all

5     under certain terms and conditions.

6               (Witnesses approached witness

7     table.)

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

9     proceed.

10               MR. MORELLI:  Good afternoon,

11     Mr. Chairman and members of the

12     Committee.  My name is Frank Morelli,

13     Survey Bureau Manager of the Department

14     of Streets, and the Department of Streets

15     would like to offer the following

16     testimony on Bill No. 150407.

17               This is not an Administration

18     ordinance, but an ordinance requested by

19     Mr. Hercules Grigos of Obermeyer Rebmann

20     Maxwell and Hippel representing Universal

21     Building and Construction.

22               The purpose of this ordinance

23     is to allow the party in interest to

24     clear land area and consolidate parcels

25     for the construction of a planned
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2     community development consisting of 31

3     residential townhomes.

4               The Department of Streets is

5     aware that the Philadelphia City Planning

6     Commission has several concerns with this

7     bill which are being put on the record

8     today and hopefully will be addressed

9     prior to passage.

10               The Department of Streets has

11     no objections to this proposed ordinance.

12               MS. CHIU:  Good morning,

13     Chairman Squilla and members of Streets

14     and Services Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu,

15     City Planner with the Philadelphia City

16     Planning Commission.  I'm here to testify

17     on Bill No. 150407, which was introduced

18     by Councilmember Tasco on April 30, 2015.

19               Bill No. 150407 will strike and

20     vacate Kerper Place from Kerper Street to

21     its terminus, strike and vacate a portion

22     of Kerper Street and reserve a utility

23     right-of-way for water and drainage

24     purposes, and place a cul-de-sac on the

25     City Plan at the existing terminus of
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2     Kerper Street.  This portion of Kerper

3     Street and Kerper Place to be struck are

4     not physically improved or open to

5     vehicular traffic.

6               The purpose of this bill is to

7     facilitate a 31-unit residential

8     development proposal.  The City Planning

9     Commission has concerns about the

10     development and wants to work with the

11     developer on an improved site plan.

12               Therefore, at its meeting on

13     May 19th, 2015, the City Planning

14     Commission requested an additional 45

15     days to consider Bill No. 150407.

16               This concludes my testimony.  I

17     appreciate the opportunity to testify

18     before you today and would be pleased to

19     answer any questions you may have.

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Are you in

21     contact now with the developer?

22               MS. CHIU:  Yes.  We are having

23     a scheduled meeting next week.

24               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

25     Thank you very much.



Committee on Streets and Services
June 8, 2015

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 106

1      6/8/15 - STREETS - BILL 150213, etc.

2               Any other questions?

3               (No response.)

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

5     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

6     No. 150407?

7               (No response.)

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

9     for your testimony.

10               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

11     title of the next bill.

12               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150496, an

13     ordinance authorizing the revision of

14     lines and grades on a portion of City

15     Plan No. 58 by striking from the City

16     Plan and vacating Melon Street from Park

17     Avenue to Ridge Avenue and striking from

18     the City Plan and abandoning a portion of

19     a right-of-way reserved for drainage

20     purposes and water main purposes in the

21     bed of former Potts Street from

22     Thirteenth Street to Broad Street, south

23     of Fairmount Avenue, all under certain

24     terms and conditions.

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please
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2     proceed.

3               MR. MORELLI:  Good afternoon,

4     Mr. Chairman and members of the

5     Committee.  My name is Frank Morelli,

6     Survey Bureau Manager of the Department

7     of Streets, and the Department of Streets

8     would like to offer the following

9     testimony on Bill No. 150496.

10               This is not an Administration

11     ordinance, but an ordinance requested by

12     Matthew N. McClure of Ballard Spahr

13     representing Broad Street Property

14     Holdings, LP.

15               The purpose of this ordinance

16     is to clear land area and assemble

17     parcels for the development of this site

18     as a mixed-use retail and residential

19     development.

20               This ordinance is supported by

21     the Department of Streets and is

22     recommended to your Committee for

23     favorable action.

24               MS. CHIU:  Good morning,

25     Chairman Squilla and members of Streets
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2     and Services Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu,

3     City Planner with the Philadelphia City

4     Planning Commission.  I'm here to testify

5     on Bill No. 150496, which was introduced

6     by Councilmember Greenlee for Council

7     President Clarke on May 21st, 2015.

8               Bill No. 150496 will strike and

9     vacate Melon Street from Park Avenue to

10     Ridge Avenue and strike and vacate a

11     utility right-of-way under the bed of

12     former Potts Street from 13th Street to

13     Broad Street.

14               The purpose of this bill is to

15     facilitate a large-scale mixed-use

16     development proposal.  Melon Street is

17     not in the essential street grid in the

18     area and doesn't continue through on the

19     east side of 12th Street.

20               The City Planning Commission is

21     scheduled to consider this bill at its

22     meeting on June 9th, 2015 with a staff

23     recommendation of approval.

24               This concludes my testimony.  I

25     appreciate the opportunity to testify
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2     before you today and would be pleased to

3     answer any questions you may have.

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

5     for your testimony.

6               Any questions?

7               (No response.)

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

9     none, is there anyone else here to

10     testify on Bill No. 150496?

11               (Witnesses approached witness

12     table.)

13               MR. McCLURE:  We brought an

14     entourage.

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  That's all

16     right.  It's near the end, so we see the

17     light at the end of the tunnel.

18               Just state your name and then

19     proceed with your testimony.

20               MR. McCLURE:  Good morning,

21     Chairman Squilla.  I'm Matt McClure,

22     members of the Committee.  Matt McClure

23     of Ballard Spahr.  With me here today is

24     Spence Levine of RAL Development Services

25     as well as Cheryl Smith of Cope Linder of
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2     Philadelphia.  We're here on behalf of

3     our client, Broad Street Property

4     Holdings Limited Partnership, which is a

5     wholly owned affiliate of Amalgamated

6     Bank's LongView Ultra Fund, which you may

7     know Amalgamated Bank is a bank created

8     by America's labor movement and the Ultra

9     Fund is a fund created not only to serve

10     union pension funds but also to spur

11     economic development, jobs and union

12     jobs.

13               We're here to support Bill No.

14     150496, which authorizes the striking of

15     a portion of Melon Street and a Water

16     Department drainage right-of-way from the

17     former Potts Street.  City Council passed

18     very similar legislation back in 2000 and

19     2007.  However, in each instance, that

20     authorizing legislation expired without a

21     project going forward.  Thus, we're back

22     here today with a new project.

23               Today this legislation is

24     needed to allow really for kind of a

25     game-changing development along North
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2     Broad Street between Center City and

3     Temple University.  Situated adjacent to

4     the Divine Lorraine is four acres of

5     blighted land bounded by Fairmount, 13th

6     Street, and Ridge Avenue.  There's some

7     packets that each of you have in front of

8     you, and on the first page you can see

9     the property itself.  The assemblage

10     really presents a wonderful opportunity

11     to revitalize this area of North Broad

12     Street.  It really is the largest

13     assemblage this close to Center City, at

14     least on the north side of town.

15               Again, I said the land is owned

16     by Amalgamated's Ultra Fund, and

17     Amalgamated Bank, of course, is a

18     progressive bank.  Its current President

19     right now is the former SEIU CFO.  So the

20     purpose of what we're doing here today is

21     to create jobs, investment, hopefully

22     revitalize the community.

23               The development of these four

24     acres represents a substantial commitment

25     in the area and to the City.  As can be
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2     seen by the exhibit packet, the

3     legislation is needed to assemble the

4     largest parcel, about 2.6 acres.  On this

5     parcel the development will construct

6     a -- the development team will construct

7     a 750,000 square foot mixed-use

8     development, which is anchored by an

9     83,000 square foot supermarket.  That's

10     about 30,000 square feet greater than

11     anything that we have seen in this area,

12     which is a tremendous opportunity for the

13     North Broad area.  A mid market

14     supermarket that will be served by Center

15     City, serve neighborhoods east, the west,

16     and the north is a tremendous opportunity

17     for the City of Philadelphia.

18               The development will also

19     involve 480 apartment units over two

20     phases and 580 parking spaces, structured

21     parking garage.  A subsequent phase will

22     also involve the construction of 30 or so

23     low-rise townhomes on an adjacent parcel

24     to the south.  All in, the development

25     represents approximately a $212 million
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2     investment and will yield over 300 direct

3     permanent jobs, 1,400 construction jobs.

4               Moreover, an addition of the

5     large mixed-use project really represents

6     an incredible opportunity, kind of knit

7     together the communities in this area and

8     spread economic opportunity.

9               Regarding land use approvals,

10     the main parcel is zoned CMX-4.  So we

11     will not be seeking variances from use,

12     height or parking.  That's all as of

13     right.  We will be seeking a minor text

14     amendment at tomorrow's Rules Committee

15     to deal with a loading dock issue, which

16     we're working out with the Planning

17     Commission and obviously will be working

18     with the neighbors.

19               The project will also go

20     through a full-fledged process with the

21     RCOs, because we have to go to the Zoning

22     Board to allow for the above-ground

23     parking garage.  That requires a special

24     exception, not a variance.  And also we

25     will go through the vigorous Civic Design
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2     Review process and the Planning

3     Commission approval facades because the

4     property is in CMX-4.

5               So far, the development team

6     has been informally meeting with

7     community groups quietly.  Once the

8     application has been filed, which this

9     legislation allows us to formally submit

10     materials, because that's the land

11     assemblage, and then we'll be doing

12     robust meetings with the community

13     throughout the summer.  However, we have

14     had informal meetings throughout the last

15     six months with the community, and folks

16     are generally supportive, in fact

17     excited, to finally to see something

18     done.  Obviously the thing that most

19     people care about is the supermarket, and

20     that is one of the main reasons why the

21     developer has come forward with this

22     project.

23               Just briefly I'd like to have

24     Spence Levine, if it's all right,

25     Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee,
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2     talk a little bit about RAL, their role,

3     their vision for the site, and then also

4     we can have Cheryl Smith walk through the

5     plans.

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  State your

7     name first and then proceed.

8               MR. LEVINE:  Spencer Levine,

9     RAL Development.  Good afternoon,

10     Chairman Squilla and the Committee.  Good

11     afternoon, Council President Clarke.

12               RAL was brought into this

13     project.  We are a family-owned and

14     operated multi-disciplinary design and

15     development firm.  We've been around for

16     about 35 years now.  My father started

17     the firm.  We have licensed architects,

18     engineers.  I'm a landscape architect, as

19     well as a full board of services as it

20     relates to the development of large-scale

21     projects throughout the country.

22               We were brought into this

23     project.  We have a long-term

24     relationship with Amalgamated Bank and

25     the administration at Amalgamated Bank.
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2     Obviously I think most people are

3     familiar with the property.  It has had

4     two -- at least two failed attempts at

5     starts in the past, as we understand it.

6     We came onto the project about a year, a

7     little bit more ago and we were brought

8     onto the project because of our ability

9     to take property owned by banks, work

10     with them, work with the community, bring

11     our urban planning knowledge to the table

12     to create successful projects in areas

13     such as this.  We've worked on a lot of

14     large-scale projects in New York,

15     Colorado, Florida, in different areas

16     both for our own account as well as for

17     financial institutions.  We've always

18     maintained very good relationships with

19     major institutional lenders, as well as

20     RAL builds union.  Our projects are

21     almost always built with union trades.

22               So when we came onto this

23     project, obviously the opportunity to

24     address a four-acre parcel on North Broad

25     Street at this important intersection in
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2     North Broad, Fairmount, and Ridge was a

3     great opportunity for us.  RAL had done

4     some work in different capacities over

5     the last 20 or so years in Philadelphia,

6     but never as the prime developer.  We are

7     excited to be involved in this project.

8     We're excited to also be looking at other

9     things in the City now.

10               But when we address this

11     project -- and Cheryl will speak to this

12     more directly -- we came at this as an

13     urban planning study first.  We wanted to

14     do something that responded to the

15     adjacent development, created a

16     connection between the east and west

17     sides of Broad as well as between Temple

18     and Center City.  This really is the

19     geographic center of North Broad Street.

20               We've been working, as Matt

21     mentioned, we've been working closely and

22     quietly with the surrounding community

23     groups to understand their wants and

24     needs.  We had -- the community groups

25     felt strongly that a large retail
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2     establishment with grocery/supermarket

3     would fit in well and provide a -- fill a

4     need in both the immediate community as

5     well as the City as a whole.  And really

6     our design and plan at this point really

7     strives to enhance the public realm,

8     increase activity on the street, create a

9     much more vibrant area.  We have large

10     landscaped components as it relates to

11     the streetscapes, really bringing

12     activity to all the elevations of the

13     street.

14               I think with that, I'll turn it

15     over to Cheryl Smith from Cope Linder

16     Architects.

17               MR. McCLURE:  Is it okay if

18     Cheryl takes the microphone off?

19               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Sure.

20               MS. SMITH:  Good afternoon.  My

21     name is Cheryl Smith.  I'm with Cope

22     Linder Architects and I wanted to just

23     walk you through the design very quickly.

24               So what you're looking at is

25     the location of Broad Street, and this is
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2     Fairmount Avenue.  The site is located

3     just east of the existing Divine

4     Lorraine.  This is an enlarged view of

5     the site, and you can see photographs

6     around the site mostly consisting of

7     vacant lot with a chain link fence, and

8     our desire is to redo this development

9     with a lot of green space.  So, again,

10     these are just photographs of the

11     existing conditions.

12               The Divine Lorraine -- the site

13     is just located directly east of the

14     existing Divine Lorraine that's being

15     developed by others.  And so the actual

16     development, we're planning to line

17     everything with trees.

18               Fairmount Avenue is where we

19     actually would have the entrances for the

20     residential.  So we start with the

21     mixed-use development with a large

22     formatted grocery store at the street

23     level.  Above that would be three levels

24     of screened parking, and above that would

25     be 480 units of residential mixed --
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2     they're actually mixed unit types,

3     ranging from studios to three bedrooms.

4               The tower portion of this

5     building is set back at least 150 feet

6     from the Divine Lorraine.  You'll see

7     that in the sketches, how we are looking

8     at respecting the existing building.  The

9     supermarket entrance will be located

10     along Ridge Avenue as well as the

11     entrance to the parking.  So this is

12     indicating there's actually two

13     supermarket entrances.  Residential, as I

14     mentioned, is off of Fairmount and at the

15     corner of Fairmount and 13th Street.

16               We have green roofs that work

17     for the stormwater management as well as

18     for community gardens.

19               The next line shows an enlarged

20     ground floor plan, and you can see from

21     this plan that we've set the building

22     back along Ridge Avenue.  We've created a

23     5,000 square foot plaza.  It's open to

24     the public.  So it's a public amenity.

25     It's landscaped to meet some of the bonus
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2     requirements for the zoning.

3               The entrance to the parking is

4     located just on the southern end of the

5     site.  The supermarket entrance is

6     adjacent to that.  There's actually two

7     entrances, and you'll see that from the

8     photographs what the beginning of the

9     concept is for this facade.  The

10     supermarket, we've been working with a

11     specific tenant, and this has been laid

12     out so that the front area has a lot of

13     fresh foods that you can come in and

14     purchase very quickly versus going

15     through to the back where you have more

16     your staples.

17               The entrance to the residential

18     will be along Fairmount Avenue.  We're

19     actually picturing a lot of the tenants

20     coming from the Broad Street and

21     Fairmount Avenue station, and that

22     entrance has been set back as well so we

23     create a greater landscaped area.

24     There's also -- along 13th Street there

25     are low-rise four-story apartments that
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2     line and respect the smaller scale of

3     residential along 13th Street.

4               The loading area is located

5     just across the street from the existing

6     parking lot for the Salvation Army, and

7     that is -- everything is pretty much

8     pulled back away from the existing hotel.

9               And to wrap up, we'll look at a

10     couple of these images.  So the concepts

11     are looking at -- this is a view from

12     13th and Brown looking sort of southwest.

13     The Divine Lorraine hotel is off to the

14     side.

15               MR. McCLURE:  Cheryl, I think

16     that the Committee members have the

17     packets and they have seen the

18     renderings.

19               MS. SMITH:  Very good.  Thank

20     you.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

22     so much for your testimony.

23               Are there any questions?

24               (No response.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing
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2     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

3     No. 150496, as amended?

4               (No response.)

5               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

6     none, thank you very much.

7               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

8     title of the next bill.

9               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150504, an

10     ordinance authorizing the revision of

11     lines and grades on a portion of City

12     Plan No. 238 by striking from the City

13     Plan and vacating the southerly two feet

14     wide portion of Washington Avenue from

15     Front Street to Alter Street and

16     relocating the southerly curbline of

17     Washington Avenue, from Front Street to

18     Alter Street, two feet northwardly, under

19     certain terms and conditions.

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

21               Please proceed.

22               MR. MORELLI:  Good afternoon,

23     Mr. Chairman and members of the

24     Committee.  My name is Frank Morelli,

25     Survey Bureau Manager of the Department
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2     of Streets, and the Department of Streets

3     would like to offer the following

4     testimony on Bill No. 150504.

5               This is not an Administration

6     ordinance, but an ordinance requested by

7     Elias H. Stein of Stein and Silverman, PC

8     representing Livingstone Street of PA,

9     LLC.

10               This ordinance will authorize

11     the striking and vacating of the

12     southerly two foot wide portion of

13     Washington Avenue between Front and Alter

14     Streets.  The contractor building homes

15     at this site has inadvertently

16     constructed the houses partly in the

17     right-of-way of Washington Avenue.  The

18     purpose of this action is to eliminate

19     this construction as an encroachment

20     issue.  The curbline at this location

21     will also be relocated two feet

22     northwardly in order to maintain the

23     existing ten feet wide footway.

24               This ordinance is supported by

25     the Department of Streets and is
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2     recommended to your Committee for

3     favorable action.

4               MS. CHIU:  Good morning,

5     Chairman Squilla and members of Streets

6     and Services Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu,

7     City Planner with the Philadelphia City

8     Planning Commission.  I'm here to testify

9     on Bill No. 150504, which was introduced

10     by Councilmember Squilla on May 21st,

11     2015.

12               Bill No. 150504 will strike

13     from the City Plan and vacate a two feet

14     wide portion of Washington Avenue from

15     Front Street to Alter Street and it will

16     relocate the southerly curbline of

17     Washington Avenue from Front Street to

18     Alter Street.

19               This is to resolve problems

20     with the development construction at the

21     site, which include one constructed and

22     occupied home on the corner of Front and

23     Washington Avenue and three foundations

24     for the proposed homes that had

25     encroached approximately two feet into
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2     the right-of-way of Washington Avenue.

3               The City Planning Commission is

4     scheduled to consider this bill at its

5     meeting on June 9th, 2015 with a staff

6     recommendation for approval.

7               This concludes my testimony.  I

8     appreciate the opportunity to testify

9     before you today and would be pleased to

10     answer any questions you may have.

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

12               And I was just looking for

13     clarification.  This just deals with the

14     Washington Avenue side of this project;

15     is that correct?

16               MS. CHIU:  Yes.

17               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

18     Thank you very much.

19               Any other questions on this?

20               (No response.)

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

22     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

23     No. 150504?

24               (No response.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you
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2     so much for your testimony.

3               I just want to say that Bill

4     No. 150282 is being held to the call of

5     the sponsor waiting for the Parking

6     Authority amendment.

7               And, Mr. McMonagle, please read

8     the title of the next three bills.

9               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150410, an

10     ordinance establishing a no parking

11     regulation on the south side of

12     Callowhill Street, from 2nd Street/I-95

13     Off-Ramp to just past the Bus Parking

14     driveway at 114 Callowhill Street

15     (approximately 12 spaces); and

16               Bill No. 150414, an ordinance

17     establishing a no parking regulation on

18     the south side of Spruce Street, from

19     Columbus Boulevard west for approximately

20     50 feet (2 parking spaces); and

21               Bill No. 15047 -- oh, no.  I'm

22     sorry.

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Anyone

24     here to testify on Bill No. 150410 or

25     150414?
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2               (No response.)

3               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

4     none, are there any questions on these

5     bills?

6               (No response.)

7               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

8     none, thank you very much.

9               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

10     title of the last bill.

11               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150474, an

12     ordinance amending Title 11 of The

13     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Streets," by

14     adding a new Section establishing

15     requirements for block parties and

16     non-block party events, providing for

17     permit fee refunds under specified

18     circumstances and adding definitions, all

19     under certain terms and conditions.

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

21     come forward for your testimony.

22               (Witnesses approached witness

23     table.)

24               MR. TORRENCE:  This is 474?

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Yes.
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2     Saint, you want to go first.

3               MR. TORRENCE:  Good morning,

4     Chairman Squilla and members of Streets

5     and Services Committee.  My name is St.

6     Martin Torrence.  I'm the Director of

7     Legislative Affairs for the Department of

8     Streets.  I'm here to offer testimony on

9     Bill No. 150474, as amended.

10               This bill establishes

11     requirements for block parties and

12     non-block party events, providing for

13     application fee refunds under specified

14     circumstances.

15               While the Streets Department

16     supports this bill and many of the sound

17     policies this bill lays out, the

18     Department is concerned that this bill

19     does not match the current refund policy

20     that is in place for our citizens.  While

21     the Department of Streets disseminates

22     permits when approved, the Department

23     does not manage any of the funds

24     associated with the application for these

25     permits.  The process currently in place



Committee on Streets and Services
June 8, 2015

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 130

1      6/8/15 - STREETS - BILL 150213, etc.

2     for a refund lies entirely with the

3     Office of Administrative Review, which we

4     will note on the block party application

5     for further clarification.

6               Thank you for your time.  This

7     concludes my testimony.  I am pleased to

8     answer any questions you may have.

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:

10     Councilwoman Bass.

11               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

12     Mr. Chairman.  I do want to first thank

13     the Streets Department for being so

14     willing to work out some of the kinks

15     that we encountered in terms of trying to

16     make this work, because we all know it's

17     so important for our communities to be

18     able to come together and to gather and

19     to network, and block parties are like a

20     Philadelphia institution.  And so while

21     it might seem like a small thing, it

22     really is much larger, because we want to

23     encourage people to be able to come out

24     and to fellowship with their neighbors

25     and to find out what's going on in the
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2     neighborhood.

3               So I just really wanted to say

4     thank you so much for that last-minute

5     work that we were able to pull off this

6     afternoon.

7               MR. TORRENCE:  Our pleasure.

8               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

9     Saint.

10               MR. TORRENCE:  Thank you.

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

12               That bill, as amended -- would

13     you like to state your name for the

14     record and then proceed with your

15     testimony.

16               MR. BRICE:  Yes.  My name is

17     Eric Brice.  I'm with the 35th District

18     Town Watch and the East Oak Lane

19     Community Action Association, and I'm

20     here to testify on behalf of Bill No.

21     150474.

22               This bill -- first of all, I

23     support the bill as a part of a total

24     solution, not a complete solution.

25     However, I am here to represent members
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2     of my organization who come to me monthly

3     to complain about what this bill solves,

4     the problems this bill actually addresses

5     with the issuance of block party permits

6     and the state that the entire block party

7     permit issuance process is flawed and

8     it's antiquated and it needs to be

9     corrected, and I'm hoping that we can

10     meet with members of Council to come up

11     with a comprehensive solution that we

12     have, would like to propose, to resolve

13     all the problems that involve with the

14     block party permit issuance concerned.

15               This bill with the refunds,

16     they're asking for the citizens get the

17     refunds, I am staunchly in support of,

18     but I see it as a part of a bigger

19     problem.  It's only a piece of the puzzle

20     that needs to be resolved, and I am

21     offering our organization and members of

22     our community, who have great ideas,

23     natural bona fide solutions to deal with

24     the fiasco that exists within the Streets

25     Department that puts the police in the
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2     precarious situation of having to enforce

3     something that it's necessary.  I mean,

4     we have a situation going on in our

5     communities with what we call rogue block

6     parties where people can bypass and

7     subvert the process to get what they need

8     to get streets blocked off.  They have

9     parties at the expense of residents who

10     don't want block parties or who are

11     unaware of it.

12               So we see a flaw in not only

13     the actual permit process, but the

14     process enforcing the legal permits and

15     putting the Police Department in a

16     situation where they have to put people

17     in an inconvenience by shutting down

18     their block parties with such short

19     notice.  And like Councilwoman Bass said,

20     block parties are an institution in the

21     City of Philadelphia.  Nobody is against

22     having a block party.  We's just like to

23     have them done responsibly by all parties

24     involved, administrative and the

25     residents.
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2               So we see a problem in the

3     entire process, from the time permits are

4     filled out from the petition stage all

5     the way to the issuance.  So we have a

6     proposal that we'd like to submit at a

7     time where it's convenient that we can

8     sit down and discuss it, because we see

9     it as an easy fix, to be honest with you.

10               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

11     Thank you very much for your testimony.

12     I'm sure Councilwoman Bass would be happy

13     to work with you on that.

14               Councilwoman.

15               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes.  I was

16     just going to say that I'd be happy to

17     work with you, Eric, and your committee

18     to address some of these concerns.  We

19     had a lengthy conversation about it

20     recently at a community meeting, and

21     there are a lot of other issues that come

22     up, and these are the kind of

23     quality-of-life issues that we want to

24     address.  So they're small things and we

25     can fix them easily, so why not do that.
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2     So I'd be happy to sit down with you and

3     a committee of folks to make it happen.

4               MR. BRICE:  Thank you for your

5     continued support and efforts in our

6     community, Councilwoman.

7               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Absolutely.

8               MR. BRICE:  Thank you all.

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

10     very much.

11               Any other questions?

12               (No response.)

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

14     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

15     No. 150474, as amended?

16               (No response.)

17               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

18     none, thank you so much.

19               That will end our hearing.  We

20     will now go into a public meeting.

21               Councilman Greenlee.

22               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

23     you, Mr. Chairman.  I move the adoption

24     of the amendments that have been

25     presented to the following bills:  Bill
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2     No. 150439, 150498, 150503, 150496, and

3     150474.  I move the adoption of those

4     amendments.

5               (Duly seconded.)

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  The

7     amendments have been moved and properly

8     seconded.

9               All in favor?

10               (Aye.)

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Any

12     opposed?

13               (No response.)

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  The ayes

15     have it.  Amendments have been approved.

16               Councilman Greenlee.

17               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Mr.

18     Chairman, I move that the following bills

19     be reported out of this Committee with a

20     favorable recommendation and that the

21     rules of Council be suspended to allow

22     for first reading at our next session of

23     Council:  Bill Nos. 150213, 150444,

24     150411, 150412, 150413, 150506, 150513,

25     150467, 150495, 150515, 150516, 150267,



Committee on Streets and Services
June 8, 2015

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 137

1      6/8/15 - STREETS - BILL 150213, etc.

2     150405, 150439 as amended, 150468, 150498

3     as amended, 150503 as amended, 150514,

4     150407, 150496 as amended, 150504,

5     150410, 150414, and 150474 as amended.

6               (Duly seconded.)

7               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

8     It's been moved and properly seconded.

9               All in favor?

10               (Aye.)

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Any

12     opposed?

13               (No response.)

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  The ayes

15     have it.  All bills just read into the

16     record have been approved with a

17     suspension of the rules to be read at the

18     first session of Council.

19               That will end our hearing.

20     Thank you.

21               (Committee on Streets and

22     Services concluded at 12:40 p.m.)

23                   - - -

24

25
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1

2                 CERTIFICATE

3          I HEREBY CERTIFY that the

4 proceedings, evidence and objections are

5 contained fully and accurately in the

6 stenographic notes taken by me upon the

7 foregoing matter, and that this is a true and

8 correct transcript of same.

9

10

11

12

13 --------------------

14 MICHELE L. MURPHY

15 RPR-Notary Public

16

17

18

19          (The foregoing certification of this

20 transcript does not apply to any reproduction

21 of the same by any means, unless under the

22 direct control and/or supervision of the

23 certifying reporter.)

24

25
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