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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Good
afternoon, everyone. W're going
to get started on this afternoon's
Committee on Streets and Servi ces.
I want to wel cone you to
Phi | adel phia Gty Council's
Commttee on Streets and Servi ces,
and | note that the hour has cone.
We do have a quorum

So, M. Pullin, would
you please call the roll.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Ahmad.

COUNCI LVWOVAN  AHVAD:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Br ooks.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
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Counci | renber Harrity.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi Il a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Chair Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Present. And | also note the
presence of Council President
Kenyatta Johnson is a nenber of al
Commttees to establish a quorum
here this afternoon. Thank you,
Counci | President, for your
at t endance.

So | note for the record
a quorumof this Conmttee is
present and this hearing is called
to order. This is a public hearing
of the Commttee on Streets and
Servi ces considering testinony on
Bill Nos. 250102, 250148, 250176,
250176, 250177, 250203, 250208,
250209, 250209, 250240, 250241,
250266, 250267, 250271, 250272,
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250273 and 250274. | would al so
like to note that Bill No. 250273
Is being held at the request of the
sponsor.

So before we begin, |
just want to acknow edge if any of
nmy col | eagues have any openi ng
remar ks

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Seeing none, M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the first
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250203 titled, Establishing parking
regulations in the vicinity of:
Qgden Street between North 13th
Street and Camac Street; Wod
Street between North 18th Street
and North 18th Street and North
19th Street; North 21st Street
bet ween Ham | ton Street and
Pennsyl vani a Avenue; Franklin Town

Boul evard between Callowhill Street
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and Wbod Street. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:

M. Pullin, would you pl ease cal
the first wtnesses to testify on
this bill.

THE CLERK: The first
wWitness to testify is Lester
Emer son, Deputy Parki ng Manager for
t he Phil adel phia Parking Authority.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Good
afternoon, M. Enerson. Please
state your nane for the record and
begin with your testinony.

MR, EMERSON:

(I naudi bl e).
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Coul d

you pull the mc a little closer.

Thank you.

MR. EMERSON:
(I naudi bl e).

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Hol d
on for a second, Lester. Still the
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st enographer is unable to hear you.
The mc isn't working. Nothing.

MR. EMERSON: There we
go.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  There
we go. Thank you.

MR. EMERSON: Good day,
Council. M nane is Lester
Emer son, Deputy Manager for the
Phi | adel phi a Parki ng Authority.
Thank you for allowng ne to
testify before Council regarding
O di nance 250203, establishing
par ki ng regul ati ons.

The Phi | adel phi a Parki ng
Aut hority has no objection to the
ordi nances previously read before
Counci | and recommends favorabl e
consi deration. Thank you again for
your tinme. | wll be happy to
respond to any questions at this
tinme.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank

you, M. Enerson.
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Are there any questions
or comments from nenbers of the
Committee for this witness on Bill
No. 2502037

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, is there anyone el se
in chanbers wishing to testify on
Bill No. 2502037

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you so nmuch for
your testinony.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250208 titled, Amending Section
12- 1117 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Physically Handi capped
and Di sabl ed or Severely Di sabl ed
Veteran Parking," as it wll take
effect pursuant to Bill No.
240613- AA (approved Decenber 18,
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2024), by revising the definition
of disability parking space and
further anmendi ng The Phil adel phi a
Code by updating cross-references
to Section 12-1117 that now appear
in Title 9, entitled, "Regulation
of Busi nesses, Trades and
Professions,"” and Title 12,
"Traffic Code," all under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin. For the record, |
woul d |i ke to acknow edge the
presence of Council nenber | sai ah
Thonmas.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the first witness to
testify on Bill No. 250208.

THE CLERK: The first
witness to testify is Rich Lazer,
Executive Director for the
Phi | adel phi a Parki ng Authority.

(Wtness approached

Wtness table.)
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MR LAZER  Good
afternoon, Chair Young, nenbers of
the Coomittee. M nane is Rich
Lazer, Executive Director
Phi | adel phia Park Authority. 1'm
here to testify in support of Bill
No. 250208. Section 12-1117 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code outli nes
requi rements and conditions rel ated
to the placenent of designated
di sability disabl ed parking spaces,
including in residential areas.

Bill No. 240613- AA
amended Section 12-1117 primarily
to provide for residential disabled
par ki ng spaces reserved for the
vehi cl e owner of the disabled
applicant. This bill also
noder ni zes | anguage applicable to
t he disabled community and | argely
reorgani zes the section.

The anended Section 1117
will go into effect July 1 of '25.
Bill No. 250208 is now proposed to
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correct cross-references and
certain terns used in Title 9 and
Title 12 rel ated to disabl ed
parking in order to be consi stent
wi th anmended Section 12-1117. So
it's pretty much a just a
correction to clear up sone
| anguage i n the Code.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you, M. Lazer.

| do have one questi on.
Could you tell us for the record
just how, if anything, is different
for a constituent wanting to apply
for the progranf

MR LAZER  Yep. So
when people apply for the program
the application process is still
the sane. The goal would be this
now will allow for us to have a
reserve -- so now, when we put the
new signs up, if the person accept
it, that we put the license plate

on the sign so it would only be for
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the applicant's vehicle. R ght now
ADA spaces are allowed for anyone
that has either a plate or a

pl acard can use them The prior
bill that was passed before
designated that the spot will be
for the applicant only.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. And is there sonmething on the
sign that wll indicate that it's
only for that applicant or address?

MR LAZER: Yeah,
correct. So we're redesigning the
signs to nmake sure that it'll say
that only the person with that
pl ate nunber will be able to park
in the spot.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Great. Thank you.

Are there any other
questions fromny col | eagues?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:

Seei ng none, thank you.
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| s there anyone else in
t he chanber who would like to
testify on Bill No. 2502087

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Seei ng none, thank you for your
testi nony.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250209 titled, Anending Title 12 of
t he Phil adel phia Code, entitled
“"Traffic Code" to clarify penalties
and procedures associated with
smart | oadi ng zone par ki ng
enforcenent, under certain terns
and condi tions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin.

Pl ease call the w tness
to testify on this bill

THE CLERK: The next

witness to testify is Rich Lazer,
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Executive Director for the
Phi | adel phi a Parki ng Authority.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Lazer. Please begin.

MR. LAZER  Good
afternoon, Chair Young. M nane is
Rich Lazer, Executive Director of
t he Phil adel phia Parking Authority,
here to testify in support of Bill
No. 2502009.

Section 12-923 | abel ed,
Smart Loadi ng Zones and Section
12- 924, Caner a-based Par ki ng
Enf orcenent System were added to
The Phi | adel phi a Code through Bill
No. 211063. Now, Bill No. 250209
proposes an anmendnent to the Code
12-2809 to identify the Subsection
in 12-923 that wll be subject to
the identified penalty for a snmart
| oadi ng zone vi ol ati on.

It's just adding it to
that section. No change to the

penalty anmount is proposed. The
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bill also proposes the addition of
the word adjudication to 12-924,
Section 2 to clarify that all the
ternms and procedures, including the
heari ng process of any parKking
violation, will also apply to a
par ki ng violation notice issued by
a canera-based system So it just
nmakes every parking violation have
the sanme exact adjudication
process. That wasn't clear in the
prior bill. So we just wanted to
cl ean that | anguage up.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Lazer. For the record,
can you tell us the areas where the
smart -1 oadi ng zone parKking
enforcenment will be enforced?

MR, LAZER Yeah. So
right now we're piloting the
program It'll go live in another
week. The caneras, about 25
caneras at 108 spaces primarily

from8th to 20th, 22nd to Wil nut,
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Chest nut and Sansom

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. And what's the rationale
behind this pilot progranf

MR. LAZER So it
applies like a netered fee to it,
$0.10 per minute after three
m nutes. You get a three-nminute
grace period in case you're
droppi ng off or picking up. But
the goal is to kind of continue to
make those zones nore user-friendly
for delivery and drop-offs to try
to open up congestion on those
streets. So this wll be canera-
enforced i nstead of just
PEO- enf orced, because PEGCs have a
route that they work where the
caneras constantly wll be
nonitoring those zones to nake sure
that they're being used for the
proper purpose.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  So

essentially, we've had a nunber of
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drivers and notorists just pretty
much parked in these | oading zones
and we need to free these spaces
up, particularly for comerci al
activities --

MR LAZER  Correct.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG -- in
our city's core and things |ike
t hat ?

MR. LAZER  Yeah,
because people are using them
| onger than they're supposed to.
And what happens is then you get to
sonebody doubl e parking, so now you
have the | oadi ng zones bei ng used,
then the traffic | ane is now being
used. Now, you're going -- and
t hese streets are congested now.
You' re taking a whole |evel of
traffic away.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Lazer.

Are there any questions?

Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
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Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Good afternoon. Hi, Richie.

MR, LAZER H . How are
you doi ng?

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Good to see you in this forum
Qui ck question about applying this
in other spaces. | know you're
just doing a pilot for this, but
for peopl e doing drop-off, pickup,
are we able to transfer this
technol ogy to naybe ot her assigned
spaces where that process can occur
in a bl ock?

MR. LAZER  Yeah,
definitely. | think the goal for
us is to see how this goes, have
the pilot, look at the zone,
because | think there's other zones
that are primarily delivery --
either it's UPS or a small nom and-
pop delivery or Uber Eats.

The goal is to get the
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data fromthis programto see how
it's working and see how we can
expand it. W are using canera-
based technol ogy. As of today, we
had an announcenent w th SEPTA and
Departnment of Transportation and we
are rolling out the bus canera
| egislation as well. That's going
to take effect May 7th.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  And
j ust anot her poi nt because you
m ght have use of these spaces high
for certain things at certain
times. |Is there a way to read --
is it too conplicated to say, we
use this space for deliveries
between this hour and this hour and
this is for deliveries and
sonet hing el se for the remaining
eveni ng?

MR. LAZER  Yeah, we
could definitely do that. So sone
zones are mxed. Like in the

norning it may be 7:00 to 11:00 or
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7:00 to 10:00 it's just for
delivery drivers. And then after
10: 00 or 11:00, it switches to
meter parking for folks that are
comng up to just park in a nornal
spot. So we have that capability
of swi tching.

| think the goal is to
| ook at the data, who's using them
what's the tinme frame, things like
that and the enforcenent kind of
patterns to nmake deci sions that we
can pass on to have better usage of
| oadi ng zones in general.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you. Thank you for being
smart about our technol ogy.

MR. LAZER  Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Just to follow up on that, so
there is the ability to let's just
say in our downtown area if we're
trying to spruce up the nightlife

to get our city, for lack of a

Page 19

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
04/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

better phrase, popping again,
right, we can change the | oading
zones to a netered parking spot to
allow folks to conme into the city,
find a parking space, pay to park,
things |ike that?

MR. LAZER  Correct.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
That's perfect. Thank you so nuch.

MR LAZER  Yep.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Are
there any other questions of this
W t ness?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, is there anyone el se
in the chanber who would like to
testify on Bill No. 2502097

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Seei ng none, thank you.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next

bill.
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THE CLERK: Bill No.
250241 titled, An ordinance
amendi ng Section 2 of an Ordi nance
(Bill No. 220454), approved
Novenber 30, 2022, entitled "An
Or di nance Aut hori zing the vacating
of Krewstown Road from Norwal k Road
to its term nus sout hwestwardly
therefrom under certain terns and

condi tions," by extending the
period for conpliance with the
ternms and conditions stated

t herei n.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin. Please call the
Wi tnesses to testify on this bill.

THE CLERK: The next
W tnesses to testify is Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets and Sarah Chiu, Devel opnent
Director for the Gty Planning

Conm ssi on.

(Wtnesses approached
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Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Good afternoon. Please state
your nane for the record and begin
wi th your testinony.

M5. MARCONI : Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
nmenbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nanme is Noelle
Marconi and I'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnent of Streets. |'mhere
today to offer testinony on Bill
No. 250241, introduced by
Counci | mrenber O Neil | .

This is not an
Adm ni stration ordi nance, but an
ordi nance requested by George
Wei ss, Jr., on behalf of Norwal k
Gardens, LL -- excuse ne, LP. The
pur pose of this proposed ordi nance
Is to anmend a previous ordi nance,
Bill No. 220454, approved Novenber
30, 2022, which authorized the
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vacating of Krewstown Road from
Norwal k Road to its term nus
approxi mately 402 feet
sout hwestwardl y therefrom

The proposed anmendnent
will extend the operable period for
conpliance with the terns and
conditions of the authorizing
ordi nance for an additional two
years. This portion of Krewstown
Road was open for the public in
1821 but was not plotted on, on the
City Plan. This road has not been
used by public traffic for many
years, and the Departnent of
Streets is not desirous of
mai ntaining a street at this
| ocation. This action has been
requested by an abutting property
owner in order to renpbve Krewstown
Road as an encunbrance on their
| and and facilitate planned
residential construction.

The Departnent of
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Streets supports this proposed
ordi nance and recommends it to the
Conmttee for favorable action.
This concludes ny testinmony. [|I'm
pl eased to answer any questions you
may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch

Ms. Chiu, please begin.

M5. CHU Good
af t ernoon, Chairnenber Young and
menbers of the Commttee on Streets
and Services. |'m Sarah Chiu, Cty
Pl anni ng Manager with the
Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning
Commi ssion. |I'mhere to testify on
Bill No. 250241, introduced by
Counci | mrenber O Neill on March 20,
2025. Bill No. 250251 wll extend
t he conpliance period to Novenber
30, 2026, for a previously approved
Bill No. 220454. The former bill
was passed to renove a portion of

Kr ewst own Road as encunbrance on
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t he adj acent owners' property and
facilitated a potenti al
devel opnent.

This section of the road
was opened for public use in 1821
but it was not plotted on City
Plan. 1t is not physically
i nproved as a street nor open for
public vehicular or foot traffic.
The Pl anning Comm ssion at this
neeti ng on June 9, 2022 recomended
for approval. The Pl anning
Conmi ssion is scheduled to consider
Bill 250241 at its neeting on April
20, 2025 with a staff
recomendati on for approval. 1"l
be happy to answer any questi ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

So did | hear right,
Ms. Marconi, that once the striking
occurs or vacating occurs rather,
it's going to be devel oped. That's

a proposal by the property owner?
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MS. MARCONI : Correct.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  When
these streets are vacated, is there
a cost attributed to the property
owner who then wants to use this
now formerly public right-of-way to
devel op on?

M5. MARCONI: Yes, |
bel i eve the person requesting the
ordi nance pays the Gty $200.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.
That's the ordi nance fee?

MB. MARCONI: Ri ght.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.
But | guess ny question was
regarding the actual -- | don't
know the width or |ength of the
street, but that now becones a part
of their private property; am|
correct?

MS. MARCONI :  Yes.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.

M5. CHU It depends on

how the street was initially
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opened.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.

M5. CHU So if the
street was dedicated to the Gty at
no cost, then the abutting owners
get half of the street each equally
W th no cost associated with it.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Oh.
Thank you.

M5. CHIU But if the
Cty had paid cost or bond or paid
for damage to open the street, then
t hey have to pay back.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.
Thank you.

Are there any ot her
guestions for these w tnesses on
this bill?

Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Ahnmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you.

| wanted just a

clarification. So this is now

Page 27

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
04/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

currently a piece of public
property that is being put over
purview of a private owner; am |
correct?

MS. MARCONI :  Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

What is the use of the public
property now?

M5. CHHU. For nowit's
been extended as a part of the side
yard for the property owner. They
have mai ntained for a long tine
part of the yard.

COUNCI LMOVAN AHVAD: |t
doesn't really generate any revenue
or there's nothing on there?

M5. CH U No.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:

It's just a piece of land that he
wants to -- it's just because we're
giving nore area to a private

I ndi vi dual where we coul d be
generating revenue if it were a

pi ece of property that allowed it
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to do so. But you're saying to ne
that that piece of property does
not allowitself to be generating
revenue for the Gty as is?

MS. CH U Not
currently.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD: Al |
right. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Counci | nenber.

Are there any ot her
W t nesses or anyone in the chanber
wi shing to testify on Bill No.
2502417

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, the Chair also
recogni zes the presence of
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

M. Pullin, will you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.

Page 29

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
04/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

250102 titled, Anmending Section 2
of an Ordinance Bill No. 220639,
approved January 10, 2023, entitled
“An Ordi nance Authorizing the
revision of lines and grades on a
portion of Gty Plan No. 27-S by
striking fromthe Gty Plan the
easterly twenty feet wi de portion
of Swanson Street from Wl f Street
to Snyder Avenue, striking fromthe
Cty Plan and vacating the legally
open portion of Vandalia Street
fromWIlf Street to Weccacoe
Avenue, and reserving and pl acing
on the Gty Plan a right-of-way for
sewer and drai nage purposes within
the portion of Swanson Street being
stricken and authori zi ng acceptance
of the grant to the City of the
said right-of-way, all under
certain ternms and conditions,

i ncluding the dedication to the
City of the beds of the renmining

unopened portions of Swanson Street
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fromWlIlf Street to Jackson Street
and from Jackson Street to Snyder

Avenue, " by extending the period
for conpliance with the terns and
condi tions stated therein.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you, M. Pullin.

Wul d you pl ease call
the witnesses for this bill.

THE CLERK: The next
witness to testify is Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets, and Sarah Chi u,

Devel opnent Director for the Gty
Pl anni ng Commi ssi on.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Pl ease proceed wth your
testi nony.

M5. MARCONI : Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle

Marconi and |'mthe D rector of
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Legislative Affairs for the
Departnent of Streets. |'mhere
today to offer testinony on Bil
No. 250102, introduced by
Counci | menber Squill a.

This is not an
adm ni strati on ordi nance but an
or di nance requested by Ronal d
Patterson, Esq. of Klehr Harrison
Branzburg, LLP representing 16
Snyder LLC. The purpose of this
proposed ordinance is to anend a
previ ous ordi nance (Bill No.
220639) approved January 10, 2023,
whi ch authorized the striking from
the Gty Plan of the easterly 20
feet wide portion of Swanson Street
fromWlIf Street to Snyder Avenue
and the striking of Vandalia
Street, fromWall Street to
Weccacoe Avenue.

The portions of Swanson
Street and Vandalia Street proposed

to be stricken are not currently
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used by public traffic. A right-
of -way for sewer and drai nage
purposes will be reserved within
the portion of Swanson Street being
stricken to accommodate the
exi sting intercepting sewer running
through this area. This ordinance
will extend the operable period for
conpliance with the terns and
condi tions of the authorizing
ordi nance for an additional two
years.

The changes proposed for
Swanson Street have been
coordinated with the Streets
Depart nment pl anned Swanson Street
| nprovenent project to ensure the
City's proposed roadway and
streetscape i nprovenents are
accommodated. As a further
condition of the proposed street
striking certain portions of
Swanson Street, which are currently

shown are not |egally open per
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Street Departnent records, wll be
dedicated to the City as a public
right-of-way by the abutting
property owner.

These actions wl|
facilitate the redevel opnent of the
adj acent fornmal industrial site
into a comrercial shopping center
The Departnment of Streets supports
this ordi nance and recommends it to
the Committee for favorable action.
This concludes ny testinmony. [|I'm

pl eased to answer any questions you

may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Ms. Chiu, please
proceed.

M5. CH U Good
af ternoon, Chai rman Young and
menbers of the Commttee on Streets
and Services. |'m Sarah Chiu, Gty
Pl anni ng Manager with the

Phi | adel phia Gty Pl anning
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Commission. |'mhere to testify on
Bill No. 250102, introduced by
Counci | mrenber Squilla on February
13, 2025.

Bill No. 250102 wil |l
extend to the conpliance period to
January 10, 2027 for a previously
approved Bill No. 220639. The
former bill was passed to strike an
easterly 20 feet w de portion of
Swanson Street from WIf to Snyder
Avenue and reserve this area as a
drai nage right-of-way. The wdth
of Swanson Street will be reduced
from 100 feet to 80 feet.

Additionally, it struck
and vacated a legally portion of
and Vandalia Street from Wl f
Street to Weccacoe Avenue. The
purpose of this action was to
facilitate the redevel opnent of
adj acent site fornerly occupi ed by
the I nol ex Chem cal Conpany into a

comer ci al shoppi ng center.

Page 35

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
04/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

The Pl anni ng Conmm ssi on
at its neeting on July 21, 2022
reconmended Bill No. 220639 for
approval . The Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on
at its nmeeting on February 20, 2025
recommended Bill No. 250102 for
approval. I'll be happy to answer
any questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Are there any questions
fromny colleagues on this bill?

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you.

Qui ck question. It says
this was the |Inolex Chem ca
Conpany. |s there any renedi ation
needed for the piece of |and?

M5. CHU | would
I magi ne so, but the renediation
usual | y goes through DEP.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  And
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who w Il pay for that?

M5. CH U The
devel oper.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  The
devel oper ?

M5. CHI U  Yeah.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  And
Is there certification before we
actually put commercial use on
that, that regular public will be
using to make sure it's safe and
we're not | eachi ng anyt hi ng?

M5. CHU R ght. Once
this goes through the renedi ation
process, there are certain
standards that the devel opnent
conpany has to neet, yeah

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  And
so, they'll be certified to do
that. Al right. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Are there any ot her

guestions for these wi tnesses on
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this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, is there anyone el se
in the chanbers wishing to testify
on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250176 titled, An O di nance
aut hori zing the revision of |lines
and grades on a portion of Gty
Plan No. 118 by striking fromthe
Cty Plan and vacating a w dened
portion of Warnock Street, on the
westerly side thereof between Berks
Street and Norris Street, and
rel ocating the westerly houseline
of said Warnock Street so as to

align with the westerly houseline
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of the unaffected portions of
Warnock Street as extending from
Berks Street to Norris Street,
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you. M. Pullin, please call the
next w tnesses.

THE CLERK: The next
Wi tnesses to testify are Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets and Sarah Chiu, Devel opnent
Director for the Cty Planning
Conmm ssi on.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Pl ease proceed with your
testi nony.

M5. MARCONI: Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi and I'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the

Departnent of Streets. |'mhere
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today to offer testinony on Bil
No. 250176, introduced by
Counci | mrenber Young.
This is not an
Admi ni stration ordi nance but an
ordi nance requested by Meredith
Trego, Esq., Ballad Spahr
representing Jonat han Rose
Conpani es. The purpose of this
proposed ordi nance is to authorize
the striking fromthe Gty Plan and
vacating a w dened portion of
Warnock Street, which forns a
per pendi cul ar parking | ane al ong
t he west side of said Warnock
Street froma point approximtely
156 feet north of Berks Street to a
poi nt approximately 192 feet
further northwesterly therefrom
The curbline in this
area will be relocated in line with
the curb through the rest of the
bl ock from Berks Street to Norris

Street. The Phil adel phi a Housi ng
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Aut hority owns the abutting | and
bounded by Warnock, Berks, 11th and
Norris Streets and has engaged the
requesting party to redevelop this
bl ock. The proposed site
i mprovenents will include onsite
par ki ng spaces, elimnating the
need for the existing parking | ane.
The Departnent of
Streets supports this proposed
ordi nance and recommends it to the
Comm ttee for favorable actions.
This concludes ny testinony and |I'm

pl eased to answer any questions you

may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Ms. Chiu, please
proceed.

M5. CH U Good
af t ernoon, Chai rman Young and
menbers of the Commttee on Streets
and Services. |'m Sarah Chiu, Cty

Pl anni ng Manager with the Florida
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Gty Planning Comm ssion. |'mhere
to testify on Bill No. 250176,

i ntroduced by Counci | menber Young
on March 6, 2025.

This bill will strike
and vacate a w dened portion of
ri ght-of-way of Warnock Street to
facilitate the redevel opnent of a
PHA- owned bl ock in partnership with
Jonat han Rose Conpanies. This is
Phase 2 of the partnership, which
IS pursuing a |low tax housing --
| ow-i ncone tax housing credit
application for devel opnent
containing 136 units of affordable
housi ng and 15 homeowner shi p
t ownhones and repl acenent of
recreational facilities.

Thi s approxi mately 4000
square feet of area stricken from
the Gty Plan will be added to the
devel opnent site to create a 65, 000
square feet parcel. The Planning

Commi ssion at its nmeeting on March
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20, 2025 recommended Bill No.
250176 for approval. 1'Il be happy
to answer any questions at this
tinme.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Are there any questions
fromnmenbers of the Cormittee on
this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And

just for the record again,
Ms. Chiu, you said this is going to
be -- can you reiterate for us how
many units of affordable housing on
this site?

M5. CH U 136 units of
multi-famly dwelling units plus
the 15 townhone units.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch.

Seei ng none, are
there -- is there anyone else in

chanbers wi shing to testify on
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2501767

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Seei ng none, thank you.

M. Pullin, please read
the title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250177 titled, Authorizing
encroachnments in the nature of a
sidewal k cafe in the vicinity of 22
Wil f Street, Phil adel phia,
Pennsyl vani a 19148, under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Can you please call the
wi t nesses for this bill.

THE CLERK: The next
W tnesses to testify are Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets, and Sarah Chi u,
Devel opnent Director for the Gty
Pl anni ng Commi ssi on.

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG:
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Pl ease proceed.

M5. MARCONI : Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi and |'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnment of Streets. |'mhere
today to offer testinony on Bil
No. 250177, introduced by
Counci | renber Squill a.

This bill authorizes 22
Wl f Associates, LLC, the owners,
to install, own and maintain
encroachments in the nature of a
si dewal k caf e, Federal Donuts,
| ocated at 22 WIf Street. A total
of 4 tables and 16 seats for a
sidewal k café will be adjacent to
the building of 22 WIf Street. The
Departnment of Streets is not
opposed to this proposed sidewal k
café, as it will maintain 9 feet of

unobstructed footway. This
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concludes ny testinony and |'m

pl eased to answer any questions you

may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Ms. Chiu, please
proceed.

M5. CH U  Good
af t ernoon, Chai rnenber Young and
menbers of the Commttee on Streets
and Services. |I'mSarah Chiu, Cty
Pl anni ng Manager with the
Phi | adel phia Gty Planning
Comm ssion. |I'mhere to testify on
Bill No. 250177, introduced by
Counci | menber Squilla on March 6,
2025.

This bill will allow a
sidewal k café at 22 Wl f Street
with a mninmumof 9 feet of clear
si dewal k space to remain after
installation neeting the Cty's
Conpl ete Streets Policy. The

Pl anni ng Commri ssion at its neeting
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on March 20, 2025 recommended Bil |
No. 250177 for approval. [I'll be
happy to answer any questions at
this tine.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your testinony.

Are there any questions
of the nenbers of the Committee
regarding this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, is there anyone el se
i n chanbers wishing to testify on
Bill No. 2501777

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Seei ng none, thank you for your
testi nony.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250272 titled, Authorizing an

encroachment in the nature of
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planters in the vicinity of 3322-40
Race Street, Phil adel phia,

Pennsyl vani a 19106, under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you. M. Pullin, would you pl ease
call the witness to testify on this
bill.

THE CLERK: The next
witness to testify is Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Ms. Marconi. Pl ease proceed.

M5. MARCONI : Good
aft ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers and of the Streets and
Services Commttee. M nane is
Noel | e Marconi and I'mthe Director
of Legislative Affairs for the
Departnent of Streets. |'mhere
today to offer testinony on Bil

No. 250272, introduced by
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Counci | renber Squil | a.

This bill authorizes the
m nister, trustees, elders and
deacons, or the owners, designee,
the owners, to install, own and
mai ntai n encroachnments in the
nature of planters at 322-40 Race
Street. A total of five proposed
planters will be | ocated al ong the
sout h sidewal k of Race Street and
the east sidewal k of North 4th
Street al ong the curbline.

The Departnent of
Streets is not opposed to these
proposed planters, as they wll
mai ntain 6 feet of unobstructed
footway. This concl udes ny
testinmony. |'m pleased to answer
any questions you may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Ms. Marconi.

Are there any questions
fromthe Conmttee?

The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWVOVAN AHVAD: |
just had a question about the
upkeep of these planters. |If this
were to be owned by soneone el se at
sonme other point, is this going to
be grandfat hered onto whoever is
t he owner of said property?

M5. MARCONI: Yes, they
woul d have to be the owner's
desi gnee, so they would be
responsi ble for the upkeep for this
in perpetuity.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch.

Are there any other
guestions of this witness on this
bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:

Seei ng none, is there anyone el se

in chanbers wishing to testify on
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Bill No. 2502727

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seeing none, M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250274 titled, Authorizing an
encroachnment in the nature of
planters in the vicinity of 219
West Rittenhouse Street,

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vania 19144,
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Would you call the next
witness for this bill.

THE CLERK: The next
witness to testify is Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Ms. Marconi, please proceed

wi th your testinony.
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M5. MARCONI : Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi and |'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnent of Streets. |'mhere
today to offer testinony on Bil
No. 250274, introduced by
Counci | renber Bass.

This bill authorizes
Rl TTENHOUSE SOUNDWORKS PR, the
Owers) to install, own and
mai ntai n encroachnents in the
nature of planters |located at 219
West Rittenhouse Street. A total
of three proposed planters will be
adj acent to the curbline of 219
West Rittenhouse Street.

The Departnent of
Streets is not opposed to the
proposed planters as it wll
mai ntain 6'3" of unobstructed

footway. This concludes ny
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testinony. |'mpleased to answer
any questions you nmay have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Ms. Marconi .

Are there any questions
of this witness on this bill by
menbers of the Committee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Seei ng none, is there anyone el se
I n chanbers wshing to testify on
Bill 2502747

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you,

Ms. Marconi .

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250271 titled, Amending The
Phi | adel phi a Code by increasing the
penalties for the prohibited

par ki ng or mai ntai ning of
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semtrailers and truck tractors or
residential properties, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Pullin.

Wul d you pl ease call
the witness testify on this bill.

THE CLERK: The next
witness to testify is Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Ms. Marconi, please proceed.

M5. MARCONI : Good
af t ernoon, Chai rperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi and I'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnent of Streets. |'mhere
today to offer testinony on Bill
No. 250271, introduced by
Counci | menber O Nei l l.
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This bill increases the
penal ties for the prohibited
par ki ng or mai ntai ni ng of
semtrailers and truck tractors at
residential properties. The
penalty for parking a semtrailer
or truck tractor at a residenti al
property will increase from$500 to
$1, 000 per day.

The Departnent of
Streets is not opposed to
I ncreasing the fines associ ated
with the parking of these vehicles
on residential property. This
concludes ny testinony. |'m
pl eased to answer any questions you
may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Ms. Marconi .

Are there any questions
by nmenbers of the Coormittee on this
bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG:
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Seei ng none, is there anyone el se
in chanbers -- sorry. Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Ahnmad.
COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Just wanted to -- thank you.
| just wanted to know
who woul d be enforcing these

vi ol ati ons?

M5. MARCONI: [It's the
adm ni strative -- the
adm nistrative -- excuse ne. |I'm
drawing a blank. It's the --

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  |'s
it L& of sone sort?

M5. MARCONI: No, it's
not L& . It's -- you go to the
Adm ni strative Bureau of
Adj udications. | believe that's
what the title is. And you have
to -- basically if sonebody wants
to fight the ticket, that's where
they would go. It's the
Adm ni strative Bureau of

Adj udi cati on.
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COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  And
who woul d issue the ticket, just
the regular --

M5. MARCONI: [It's the
pol i ce departnent.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Police Departnent. GCkay. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Are there any ot her
questions of this witness on this
bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, is there anyone el se
I n chanbers looking to testify on
this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seeing none, M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
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250240 entitled, An Ordi nance
amendi ng Chapter 12-900 ("ParKking
Regul ati ons and Penal ties") and
Chapter 12-2800 ("Adm nistrative
Adj udi cati on of Parking

Vi ol ati ons”) of The Phil adel phia
Code revising penalties related to
par ki ng certain | arge vehicles,

i ncl udi ng boats, notor homes, house
coaches, house trailers, truck
canpers, recreational cargo
trailers, and recreational
trailers, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Would you please call the
witness for this bill.

THE CLERK: The next
witness to testify is Noelle
Marconi, Legislative Affairs
Director for the Departnent of
Streets.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank

you.
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Ms. Marconi, please
proceed with your testinony.

M5. MARCONI : Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Young and
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Noelle
Marconi and I'mthe Director of
Legislative Affairs for the
Departnment of Streets. |'mhere
today to offer testinony of Bill
No. 250240, introduced by
Counci | menbers O Neill and Squill a.

This bill amends Chapter
12-900 of The Phil adel phia Code to
revise penalties related to the
par ki ng of boats, nptor hones,
house coaches, house trailers,
truck canpers, recreational cargo
trailers and recreational trailers
within the 1st, 6th, 7th, 9th and
10t h Councilmanic Districts.

This legislation wll
i ncrease the fines associated with

the parking of these vehicles in
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these Council Districts. The fines
woul d doubl e from $500 to $1, 000
for the parking of a boat, notor
home, truck canper or vending cart
for nore than 15 days or parking a
semtrailer or truck trailer on the
street. The fine for onstreet
par ki ng of a boat, notor hone,
house coach, house trailer, truck
canper, recreational cargo trailer
or recreational trailer will
i ncrease from $150 to $300.

The Departnent of
Streets is not opposed to
I ncreasing the fines associ ated
with the parking of these vehicles.
This concludes ny testinony. [|I'm

pl eased to answer any questions you

may have.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Ms. Marconi. | just have one
guestion. Is this for vehicles
that will be parked on streets,

just on the street in the public
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right-of-way, or is this for
vehi cl es that are parked in, say,
vacant lots as well?

M5. MARCONI: Just in
the public right-of-way. And I
believe it's just in the 1st, 6th,
7th, 9th and 10th Counci |
Districts.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Are there any ot her
questions of this witness on this
bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, is there anyone el se
I n chanbers wshing to testify on
2502407

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you,

Ms. Marconi .
M. Pullin, please read

the title of the next bill to be --
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THE CLERK: Bill No.
250266 titled, Regulating the
di rection of nmovenent of traffic on
47t h Street between Chestnut Street
and Ki ngsessing, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. M. Pullin, please call the
first wtness.

THE CLERK: The first
witness to testify is Cole
Appl eman, Policy Analyst for the
O fice of Transportation and
I nfrastructure Systens.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Good
afternoon, M. Appleman. Pl ease
state your nane for the record and
begi n your testinony.

MR, COLEMAN:

Absolutely. | think -- oh, here we
go. Got it. Yep. M nane is Cole

Appleman. |'ma Policy Anal yst
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with the Ofice of Transportation
and Infrastructure Systens. Good
aft ernoon, Chairperson Young
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. Thank you for the
opportunity to appear here before
you t oday.

As | just nentioned, ny
name is Cole Appleman. I|I'ma
Transportation Policy Anal yst at
the O fice of Transportation and
Infrastructure Systens. You
probably know us better as OTIS.
|"mhere today to offer testinony
on Bill No. 250266 sponsored by
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

This bill anmends Title
12-203 of The Phil adel phia Code to
establish a northbound one-way
street, 47th Street, from
Ki ngsessing to Chestnut Street as
part of the 47th Street Repaving
and Traffic Safety Project. This

project wll convert two-way
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vehicle traffic to a one-way
nort hbound on 47th Street in
bet ween Ki ngsessi ng Avenue and
Chestnut Street.

This project was a
result of 18 nonths of comunity
engagenent on the 47th and 48th
Street corridors. To inprove
| oading on this corridor, the
project will also include | oading
zones on conmercial and residenti al
bl ocks to enabl e better access for
passenger pickup and drop-off as
wel | as for deliveries.

The City team al so
wor ked closely with three schools
along the corridor to verify that
this project will inprove traffic
safety for kids going to and from
school. In summary, this
| egislation will inprove traffic
safety for all users of the 47th
Street corridor. Thank you for the

opportunity to appear before you
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today. |'d be happy to answer any
questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Cole. Can you just describe
exactly what the direction change
Is on the street so fol ks who are
| i stening get an understandi ng of
what's goi ng on?

MR. APPLEMAN:.  Yeah.
Once again, it's going to be a
direction change. So currently
it's a two-way street on 47th from
Ki ngsessing to Chestnut. It's
going to be a northbound one-way.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Are there any other
questions of this witness on this
bill?

Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Ahnmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |
just wanted to know how much tine

the community and peopl e who use
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that part of the road wll be given
to understand the change and
prevent actual accidents from
peopl e going on there?

MR. APPLEMAN. Sure. So
| actually do have a docunentation
meno here | aying out every single
comunity meeting that our office
undertook on 47th and 48th Streets.
As |'ve nentioned before, it was
about 18 nonths. So the community
has been wel |l -engaged and these
projects do take a while, so there
will be additional tinme for nore
engagenent should it be necessary.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  So
there'll be signage to say this is
now a one-way - -

MR. APPLEMAN:. Ch, yes,
yes, yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
That's what | neant after the fact,
to make sure others that go through

that area who are not fromthere
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know that this is a one-way.

MR, APPLEMAN. O
course, of course.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMVAD: Al |
right. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Are there any ot her
guestions by menbers of the
Comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Seeing none, is there
anyone el se in chanbers wishing to
testify on 2502667

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Hi .
Good afternoon. Are you testifying
on 250266, the 47th Street bill?

MS. FEO  Yes.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Can you please state your

name for the record and begin with
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your testinony.

M5. FEO. Good
afternoon, City Council nenbers,
Chair Counci |l menber Young and City
Council staff. M nane is Theresa
Feo and | live in Cedar Park in the
nei ghbor hood south of Baltinore
Avenue. |'mhere to speak on
behal f of the 47th and 48th Street
Friends G oup regarding Bills
250266, to turn 47th Street one-way
and Bill 250267, to renove a travel
| ane for an extra-w de parKking
prot ected bi ke | ane.

First, | wish to state
upfront that we support safety for
all bike riders, pedestrians and
notorists. As a nother who's raised
three bike-riding children --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:

Pardon nme for a second. Because we
have not heard the testinony on the
other bill you referenced, if you

could just keep this testinony
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l[imted to 250266 on 47th Street

because we have not heard the

ot her --
M5. FEO  Sure.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG - -
bill yet please.

M5. FEO  Sure.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG O if
you would like to wait until the
end to testify on both, that could
be hel pful.

M5. FEG  Shoul d we do
t hat ?

THE CLERK: That is how

| have your nanes |isted by the

way .
M5. FEO We can do
t hat .
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Ckay.
Thank you.

M5. HOGBEN: On these
two bills together?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Yes.

M5. HOGBEN: Yes. Thank
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you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

So with that,

M. Pullin, would you pl ease read
the title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250267 titl ed, Anending Section
12-701 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Designation of Bicycle
Lanes" to authorize a bicycle |ane
and renoval of a travel [ane on
47th Street, under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Would you please call the
witness for this bill?

THE CLERK: The next
witness to testify is Cole
Appl eman, Policy Analyst for the
O fice of Transportation and
I nfrastructure Systens.

(Wtness approached

Wtness table.)
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
M. Appl eman, please state your
name and you nmay be given your
testi nony.

MR, APPLEMAN
Absol utely. Good afternoon,
ever ybody, Chairperson Young,
menbers of the Streets and Services
Commttee. Thank you for the
opportunity to appear before you
agai n today. Once again, ny nane
is Cole Appleman. |'ma
Transportation Policy Analyst for
the O fice of Transportation and
I nfrastructure Systens.

"' m here today to offer
testinmony on Bill No. 250267,
sponsored by Counci | menber
Gauthier. This bill anmendnent --
this bill, excuse ne, anends Title
12-701 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Designation of Bicycle
Lanes” to authorize a bicycle |Iane

on 47th Street from Chestnut Street
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to Kingsessing Avenue and make the
associ ated changes to renove a
travel lane within the sane limts,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

This project wll
convert two-way vehicle traffic to
one-way northbound on 47th Street
bet ween Ki ngsessi ng Avenue and
Chestnut Street and install a
par ki ng separated bi ke | ane al ong
the sanme stretch. This project is
the result of 18 nonths of
conmuni ty engagenent on the 47th
and 48th Street corridors. Once
again to inprove prove | oading
along this corridor, the project
wi |l include | oading zones on
commerci al and residential blocks
to enable better access for
passenger pickup and drop off as
wel | as deliveries.

The City team al so

wor ked with the three schools al ong
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the corridor to verify this project
will inprove traffic safety for
kids going to and from school. In
summary, once again this

| egislation will inprove traffic
safety for all users of the 47th
Street corridor. Thank you for the
opportunity to appear before you
today and | will answer any
questions at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Are there any questions
of this witness on 2502677?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG
Seeing none, M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the next wtness to
testify.

THE CLERK: The next
witness to testify is Theresa Feo
of the Friends of the 47th and 48th
W ndsor |Intersection G oup.

(Wtnesses approached
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Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Welcone again, ma'am Sorry
for the confusion, but can you
pl ease just state your name for the
record and begin with your
testi nony.

M5. FEO No problem
Again, ny nane is Theresa Feo and |
live in Cedar Park in the
nei ghbor hood south of Baltinore
Avenue, and |I'm here speaki ng on
behal f of the 47th and 48th Street
Friends G oup regarding Bill 250266
and Bill 250267. We've conbi ned
them and you'll see why in a
nonent .

| wish to state upfront
that we do support safety for al

bi ke riders, pedestrians and

notorists. |'ve raised three bike-
riding children. [I'ma fornmer
triathlete. 1|'ve seen ny fair

share of road injuries so
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under stand the inportance of safe
streets.

However, the current
redesign of 47th Street as
proposed, especially in the
nei ghbor hood south of Baltinore
Avenue, will likely worsen safety
conditions rather than inprove
them The four key points | w sh
to convey are as follows:

Nunber one, the
I nadequate traffic and engi neering
studies. OIlS did not conduct
traffic studies at 47th and
Springfield, which is one of the
busi est and nobst danger ous
I ntersections in our neighborhood
where St. Francis de Sal es Church
and their PreK through 8 Elenentary
School, which has 460 children from
fam |lies who speak 16 different
| anguages, sits across the street
is a busy senior center.

This intersection is
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al ready a maj or safety concern at
nmor ni ng drop-off, again at 2:30 and
5:00 p.m dismssal and during rush
hour when the congestion and chaos
is frightening as school staff and
residents will testify. OIlS s
proposal includes major changes to
this conflict intersection,
swtching froma two-way to a
one-way street, renoving a travel

| ane and installing a parking-
protected bi ke | ane.

This intersection al one
woul d warrant nore careful traffic
analysis to predict if the changes
are likely to worsen an al ready
hazar dous situation versus
alleviate it. At each community
neeting that was just nentioned,
resi dents have asked if
di versionary route traffic studies
on adj acent and parallel side
streets woul d be done to assess

increases in diverted traffic
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volune, if the studies were done
for the busy intersections at
Springfield and Chester as well as
W ndsor and Warri ngton.

Resi dents were told yes,
those study results woul d be sent
when conplete. Yet this norning's
email, even just this norning from
Orl S confirnmed neither Springfield
nor Chester were included in their
studies. They don't consider
Springfield a key intersection or
maj or cross street, even though
it's the busiest of all of the
streets on 47th Street until you
cross over Baltinore; that OIS did
not find it necessary to conduct a
formal analysis on this particular
Springfield intersection at
St. Francis de Sal es School is
deepl y concerni ng.

They also failed to
conduct the prom sed diverted

traffic study for the tiny Wndsor
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side street, stating they don't
antici pate any cut-through traffic.
They seemto be unaware W ndsor
al ready experiences significant
cut-through traffic, which makes it
clear OIS did not thoroughly
I nvestigate the traffic flows and
patterns in this nei ghborhood.
Wthout doing this prelimnary
work, OTlIS can't claimw th any
certainty that this proposal wll
make our streets safer.

Qur second point is the
di sregard for the existing
i nfrastructure, which in 2023 the
initial 47th Street proposal was
presented wi t hout input from our
nei ghbor hood residents or any
I ndepth street analysis, so OTl S
was unaware of the original plans
hi ndering access to the nultiple
smal | side streets off of South
47th Street near the West Philly
Tool Library and by Wodl and
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Avenue.

There's no easy access
for enmergency vehicles and
residents. O ten these are single-
| i ke one-way streets with that
dead-end. Then it was the
resi dents who pointed out the
safety risk in the plan that inpact
the 47th Street rec center, Gays
Ferry, Pascal and Wodl and Avenues.
Ol S then had to elimnate G ays
Ferry and Wodl and Avenue as the
origin point of their proposed
one-way conversion, pushing it
further north to Kingsessing which
i s shown on the plans today.

Yet sone of those sane
access issues persist in the
current plan at Regent Street and
the additional traffic diverting
onto Wndsor and Warrington as
vehicles circle the bl ock to queue
up at St. Francis for pickup three

tinmes a day. We would like to know
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why OTI S woul d propose such nmj or
changes for a busy, congested
street without first studying and
fully understandi ng the nei ghboring
streets or listening to residents
who do know the current traffic
patterns.

We suspect this project
is driven by the bike |obby's
desire for northbound, southbound
par ki ng protected bi ke corridor to
connect to the new Schuylkill River
Trail from Gays Ferry and not to
I nprove safety for all users.

Qur third point is a
| ack of transparency and early
st akehol der input. OTIS s
comuni ty engagenent process has
been problematic, particularly in
the early stages of planning.

Maj or deci sions are nade w t hout
residents' input or major
st akehol ders. W thout doing proper

traffic studies, OIl S contacted
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St. Francis. It was to discuss
initially a one-way 47th Street and
solutions to the dangerous traffic
congestion at the intersection.
There was no nention of a protected
bi ke | ane or renoval of a travel

| ane.

The sisters who run the
school made it clear the safety of
the children was their highest
priority. They expl ai ned how t he
few school buses wait on Warrington
Avenue where there was no crossing
guard so the teachers are escorting
the young children across the
street. No nention, again as |
said, was nmade of installing an
additional 9 foot w de buffer,
which is a parking protected bike
| ane.

The traffic studies they
were told woul d be done before
maki ng any final decision never

materialized. Yet the decision to
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nove forward was nmade. As of this
nor ni ng, neither Father Ryan nor
Sister Mary of St. Francis support
the current plan to convert to
one-way as |aid out and do not
bel i eve a parking protected bike

| ane makes sense in this situation
nor is appropriate for the safety
of the children or the elderly
residents in their care.

The majority consensus
wi thin the nei ghborhood is al so
that this proposal doesn't make the
47th and Springfield intersection
safer but far nore dangerous.

Smal |l children will now be in
danger not only from noving cars
but injured fromfast-noving bikes
and electric scooters who don't
follow traffic | aws.

Bef ore approvi ng these
bills, I urge Council to consult
wi th Father Ryan and Sister Mary to

consi der their val uable input.
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They'd |li ke to know why addi ng a
par ki ng protected bike |ane is even
bei ng considered on this stretch of
road when safer alternatives exist.
And finally, No. 4, |ack
of respect for residents. This
pattern of disregarding conmmunity
concerns is not newin the Conplete
Streets process we've been through
in the last three years. W've
al so heard fromresident groups in
ot her nei ghbor hoods across the city
who' ve experienced simlar issues
with OIS, Their stories mrror
t he poorly-pl anned parKking
protected bike lane installation on
48th Street, which created two new
hazar dous intersections that now
need to be fixed either by
switching the bike |ane to the west
side of the street or reverting
back to the original bike |ane
configuration which was safer.

Resi dents and critical
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st akehol ders continue to raise
safety concerns for vul nerabl e,
young school children and the
el derly and di sabl ed resi dents who
reside in the imediate vicinity.
Yet OIS is pressing ahead w t hout
addressing them Caimng to have
comuni ty support based on an
anonynmpous exit survey results is
al so di si ngenuous, as anyone can
fill them out naking them
unrel i abl e.

It appears to many that
OflSisn't genuinely interested in
I nvolving the community. However,
we' re speaki ng out now so we don't
make the sanme m stakes here as were
made on 48th Street. |If this 47th
Street plan to change to one-way
removal of a travel |ane and
par ki ng protected bi ke | ane noves
forward, it wll confirmto the
community at large the true goa

was never conmunity safety but
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rather to install parking protected
bi ke | anes for the benefit of the
powerful few at the cost of
everyone el se's safety.
Prioritizing a last mle bike
connection to the Schuylkill River
Trail is not worth conprom sing the
safety of our nei ghborhood.

I n concl usion, |
respectfully ask the Conmttee on
Streets to pause this 47th Street
project until a thorough context-
speci fic analysis of the
nei ghbor hood i s conducted. W also
hope Council w Il consider the
| at est research on the safety and
efficacy of parking protected bike
| anes, which show crash increases
on inner city streets that have
mul tiple intersections, spiking
sone as high as 117% and 400% |In
cities like Denver, in New Ol eans,
other major cities are renoving

t hese parking protected bi ke | anes
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as a result of these injuries.

| also urge Council to
ensure that future parking
protected bi ke | ane proposal s,
especially on non-H gh Injury
streets such as 48th Street, which
was our street, are properly
anal yzed, designed with community
i nput and focused on everyone's
safety, not based on politica
pressures fromthe powerful bike
| obby. Thank you for your tine and
consi deration. And these are the
emails -- this is the email from
this norning from Adam Sm th and
OrS's Central District Manager and
all the nmultiple requests from us
over the last three nonths for
t hose studies, which were ignored
for nonths and nonths and nont hs,
and he just confirmed this norning
that none of the intersections in
our nei ghbor hood were studied

i ncl uded any of those studies. You
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can have them

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

M5. FEGQ  These are all
fromthis norning. These are all
t he ot her ones.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG Is it
possi ble for you to share your
witten testinmony with ny office?
Could you enmail that to us so we
can have it?

M5. FEO  Yes.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

You al so wish to testify
as wel|?

M5. HOGBEN:. Yes pl ease,
Counci | menber.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Pl ease state your nane for the
record.

M5. HOGBEN. My nane is
Virginia Lynn Hogben. | ama | ong-

term nore than 30-year resident of
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the 4700 bl ock of W ndsor Avenue,
which is directly affected and
adversely affected by this
proposal. I'mhere to testify
agai nst both bills, 250266 and
250267 for two fundanmental reasons:
47th Street -- this is not nerely a
one-way and a protected bi ke |ine.

This is a one-lane
street. This street is the sole
access for two side streets, ny
street, 4700 Wndsor, and Regent is
the sole access to the egress for
4600 Regent. They can't get in or
out if sonething -- if one vehicle
bl ocks that street. And it would
seemif you have to nmake a street
one lane, it's uniquely
I nappropriate to do that on a
street where there are side
streets, mgjor residential side
streets that depend on access.

The ot her concern is the

pur pose of this is ostensibly
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safety. However, it is clear that
this proposal, in addition to the
matters that Theresa has raised, it
Is clear that a protected bi ke | ane
will create a safety hazard of a
two-vehicle collision because it
elimnates visibility at

i ntersections.

When they installed the
protected bi ke |lane at 48th Street,
you no | onger com ng off W ndsor
Avenue can see the cars com ng on
48th Street. That is not a fully-
controlled intersection. It's a
stop on Wndsor only. So there is
a high risk at a nonfully-
controll ed intersection of having
two cars collide. That wll happen
on 47th Street necessarily. If the
bi ke ane is on the west side, you
can't solve it by which side it's
on. If it's on the west side, you
wi || have that collision

probability at Warrington. If you
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install it on the east side, It
wi | | happen at Regent because those
are two nonfully-controlled
I ntersections. They don't have
three-way stop, they don't have a
traffic light. And so, you are
going to create a two-vehicle
collision risk, areal live
visibility problem That has been
raised wwth 48th Street when it was
created and not hi ng has been done
for four or five nonths.

There is still no
comm tnent to solve that problem by
installing traffic stop signs,
t hree-way stop signs, which could
reduce that danger by slow ng the
vehi cl es down so you woul dn't have
a vehicle going straight through
unseen by a vehicle attenpting to
turn into or cross the
I ntersection. There's no
commtnent to do that, so you are

now creating a new safety hazard of
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a two-vehicle collision in an area
where parents are driving kids to
school and from school and you're
not -- and there's no solution in
this bill. There's no solution
fromthe Streets Departnent.

No one has even
attenpted to solve this and created
a solution before proceeding and
creating the problemagain. The
other thing is the extent anyone is
proposi ng taking out parking,
that's a problemfor severa
reasons. There is a shortage of
parking in the area. You take
addi ti onal parking spaces out.
Peopl e who have to cone hone to
their hones |ate at night can't
safely get hone. They're forced to
park too far away fromtheir hone
to safely get to their house at
2:00 in the nmorning or 10:00 at
ni ght .

And in addition, with
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all the community di scussions
taki ng out parking was never ever
told to the community as one of the
aspects of this proposal. Had it
been, there would have been even
nore peopl e concerned about it.
There are peopl e concerned about

it. There was opposition. | don't
t hi nk anyone wants any parKki ng

t aken out.

Wth respect also to the
community meetings, -- yes, in
fairness Rich Montanez has net
after the problemwas created with
nei ghbors about the 48th Street
i ntersection, but that has not been
resolved yet. At a mninum at a
bare m ni rum before you create a
two-car collision hazard, a
visibility hazard in an
i ntersection, you need to figure
out howit's being solved and do
that and not proceed to create a

new probl em
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The other thing | woul d
briefly like to say is with respect
to the coonmunity neetings, yes,

t here have been conmmunity neeti ngs,
but a nunber of these community
neetings actually restricted who
coul d speak. For exanple, on 48th
Street people who Iived on Wndsor
were told they weren't affected.
Now, we can't get off of our street
Wi t hout having a traffic hazard.

So there has not been conplete and
proper comunity i nput.

There has not been
listening to the community. But
the why of all things to proceed to
create a traffic hazard if your
purpose is safety, solve all your
hazards first. Don't go and create
a two-vehicle collision blind-spot
area without solving it first.

You can always -- if you
can cone up with solution, you can

di scuss it. If you can do the
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studies and then do it fully

i nformed and not just create nore
problens with our city tax dollars.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.

Are there any questions
of these wi tnesses by nmenbers of
the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:

Seeing none, |I'd also like to
recogni ze the presence of Commttee
menber Counci | nenber Brooks as
well. But | do have a question for
Ors. 1 want to follow up.

| nmean, these w tnesses
testified regarding the traffic
studi es. Can soneone from OIl S
come up to talk to us about what
traffic studies were conducted to
come up with this project?

(Wtness approached

Wtness table.)
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Pl ease state your nane for
t he record.

MR, PUCHALSKY: H . MW
name i s Christopher Puchal sky. |'m
the Director of Policy and
Strategic Initiatives at OIS, W
did traffic counts and detail ed
anal ysis at 25 intersections in the
study area. W also | ooked at al
of the intersections in the study
area to make sure that the proposa
IS not going to cause issues.

We're certainly very
concerned about drop-off activity
at St Francis de Sal es School .
That's why we've been working wth
Sister McNulty and the Parish
pri est whose nane escapes ne. It's
our understanding that they're
supportive of the project. W
woul dn't want to go forward with
anything that's going to endanger

t he students.
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We know t hat pickup and
drop-off is an issue. The chaotic
activity that happens at schools
all across our city is sonething
that needs to be investigated. W
think this proposal is actually
going to increase safety during the
pi ckup and drop-off activity. It
reduces the nunber of conflict
poi nts. R ght now because you have
two-way traffic, you need to be
| ooki ng constantly both ways when
you cross the street. Because
you' re now goi ng to have one-way
traffic, you're only going to need
to |l ook one way so that the
reduction in the nunber of conflict
poi nts reduces the cognitive | oad
of people who are crossing the
street either as a pedestrian or as
a driver in the study area.

So we're pretty
confident that this nove is

actually going to increase the
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safety of pickup and drop-off at
Springfield and 47th.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. In their testinony, the
Wi t nesses' testinony, they
nmenti oned specifically a couple of
I ntersections that stood out to ne,
Springfield and Chester. They said
that there was no study done for
those intersections. Can you talk
to us about that?

What was your rationale
wi th not including those in the
study? You said you did 25
I ntersections and | ooked at others.
So can you tell us what that | ooks
li ke?

MR, PUCHALSKY: Yeah. |
nmean, | think maybe the sense that
we didn't study themis a bit of a
m snoner. We didn't take detailed
traffic counts. We didn't do
detail ed sinulation nodeling at

those intersections. That's not to
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say that we didn't | ook at them
that they weren't considered.

Al of those
I ntersections were brought to the
community nmeetings. W had several
table-long roll-outs to showthis
is what the configuration is today,
this is what the configuration is
going to be if this project goes
forward as proposed, please give us
your comments on all of them
There was a nunber of discussions
about themat the public neeting.
So we certainly | ooked at them
They're certainly considered in the
pl an.

We just didn't do the
detail ed counts and the detail ed
nodel i ng at those intersections
because the vol unes were | ower on
those places then, like | said, the
25 other intersections that we
counted t hroughout the study area

both on 48th, 46th, 47th.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Thank you so much.

Are there any questions?
Counci | mrenber Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Yes, thank you.

A qui ck question about
the parking issue that was
nmenti oned by the previous
Wi tnesses. This is a circunscribed
area that you' ve | ooked at and done
a lot of studies. Do you have a
sense of if parking is going to be
elimnated for sone of these folks
or can you just address that?

MR. PUCHALSKY: Yeah.
So there was a few i ssues brought
up. So one of the things that we
noti ced when we were | ooking at the
traffic conditions is the |ack of
visibility at cross streets.
That's why we are going to clear
sonme parking at the cross streets,

whi ch was why that was brought in
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the public engagenent materials
when we had the neeting. | was
personally at this one.

So there is going to be
sone parking loss. A lot of
that -- the reason is because the
current regul ations do not neet the
city standards for sight lines or
the standards for national groups
for sight lines, that is, how far
back and what distance can you see
if you were either naking a nove
onto or off of a side street. So
that's why we wanted to not only on
the side of the street where the
bi ke ane is but actually on the
si de where the bike lane isn't, we
want ed to have consistent sight
lines at all the side street
I ntersections, so we are clearing
sonme of the parking to have better
visibility.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD: | s

there a way to offset that in any
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way W th near sites that could
accommodat e nei ghbors?
MR, PUCHALSKY: W can
certainly take a | ook at that.
Part of it is trying to create,
especially during the daytine,
per haps dayti ne-only | oadi ng zones
so peopl e have a space to stop and
do | oading activity that doesn't
bl ock traffic or otherw se cause a
danger. But we're certainly
willing to continue to |ook for as
many par ki ng spaces as we can to
of fset any | osses. But that's the
reason there were sone parKking
spaces taken, is to have better
sight lines. And it's like | said,
not only where there is the bike
| ane but even where there isn't the
bi ke | ane we saw that there was
sonme standard site distances.
COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Yeah. So you have the |ocation,

you have the data, you can actually
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| ook at car registrations to
overlay on top of where and then
you can see what the gap is. And
to accommpdate our constituents, it
woul d be great to see how you can
real l ocate themin nearby | ocations
so it's not the inconveni ence which
i s considerable, especially as they
nmentioned late at night, early in
the norning, sense of security and
ease of access since they preceded
having their cars before the change
was being made. So that's why |
think it's only fair to sort of see
how t o accommbdat e our comunity
menbers.

MR. PUCHALSKY: Yeah, |
think that's very reasonable. W
can continue to | ook at the parking
situation and to see what neasures
at all we can take to offset any
| osses for safety.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD: and

soon when you have all those snart
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what ever Rich Lazer was tal king
about, if they're instituted, you
can actually see the anount of
occupancy based on the tinme of day
so that that could alleviate sone
pressure as wel | .

MR, PUCHALSKY: Yeah. |
don't think there's smart | oading
zones that are anticipated for
i npl ementation in the near termin
this study area, but that's
certainly a tool that we can | ook
at .

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Are there any ot her
questions?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you so mnuch.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the next wtness to
testify on this bill.

THE CLERK: The next
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W tnhesses to testify are Caneron
O Grady and Jared Johnson, nenbers
of 5th Square.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Could you pl ease state your
nanme for the record and proceed
wi th your testinony.

MR, JOHNSON:  Thank you.
Good afternoon, Chair Young and
menbers of the Street and Services
Commttee. M nane is Jared
Johnson. | ama resident of West
Philly and a Vision Zero advocate
for 5th Square in support of both
Bill No. 250266 and Bill No.

250267.

| am proud to see the
City Council and the Mayor's Ofice
realize the safety and concerns of
residents, businesses and commuters
in this particular area. After

nmont hs of voi cing our concerns from
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vehi cl es speedi ng or vehicles being
doubl e- parked causing a traffic jam
or bikes having difficulty getting
through on 47th Street, this is

wel cone news that there is action

i nvol ving separated bi ke | anes and
a conversion froma two-way | ane
into a one-way | ane at 47th Street
bet ween Ki ngsessi ng and Chester
Avenues.

Al though this is great
news, in the past recent years
there are bicyclists and
pedestrians who have |l ost their
|ives before these bills were
i ntroduced, and we shoul d not
forget about those individuals. It
was too late for themand | wsh in
nmy heart there was solution to this
I ssue at the tine.

It is so disappointing
that we have to wait until there
are too many tragedi es or one

serious accident too much before a
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solution is reached when it does
not have to be this way at all.
However, | amglad there is finally
a resolution to solve this issue
with the addition of protected bike
| anes to the point that it is not
too late for the pedestrians,
bi cyclists and others that are
still here with us.

| have cousins, friends,
and there are al so nenbers of 5th
Square who live in West Philly,
especially in that particul ar
section. Sonme of them are here.
Sonme of themare not. And | think
about their lives every day. |
worry about them In ny mnd, |
al ways think about are they going
to be okay. | hope they're going
to be okay, |et them be safe.

Wth the addition of
protected bike |anes, this wll
make bicyclists, pedestrian, school

chil dren and school and public
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transit riders, drivers and nany
ot hers safer. The addition of
protected bike lanes will also
benefit greatly to prevent tragic
results and will |essen further
consequences. | appreciate you
taking the tinme to consider these
bills and responding to these
concerns we have been voi ci ng
within the past 18 to 24 nonths. |
ask the Gty Council to please
approve these two bills. Thank you
for your tinme.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch.

M. O Gady, please
begi n your testinony.

MR. O GRADY: Hell o,
Counci | renbers of the Conmttee of
Streets and Services. M nane is
Caneron O Gady and I'mhere to
urge you to support Item No. 250267
as you report it out of Commttee

which will authorize a bike | ane
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along 47th Street. | spoke in this
very spot about a nonth ago and
gave public comment about three
bills, each inplenmenting bike |anes
al ong various streets in the city.
Even though | did not |ive where
t hey woul d be inpl enmented, each of
those bills was passed unani nously.
| am now back to support
an itemthat is relevant to ne as a
West Philly resident. | did not
expect to be back here so soon.
But nonetheless, |I'mextrenely
happy to be back here, as this
means Counci | menbers such as
your sel ves are taking the idea of
bi ke | ane seriously. | sincerely
appreciate that, truly. Thank you.
But on to the specifics
of 47th Street, having a parking
protected bi ke |ane on the street
aut hori zed as qui ckly as possible
is extrenely inportant, as the

Departnent of Streets is likely to
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repave 47th Street this sunmer.
The proposed section of 47th
Street, that's the section that's
going to be repaved, any del ay or
denial of this bill could |Ieave
47th Street in a state of |inbo,
confusi ng both notorists and

bi cycl e users with an unmarked,
uncl ear street.

This is the prine
opportunity to properly restripe
the street to ensure safety for
all. Additionally, there has been
18 nonths of conmmunity engagenent
to ensure that the proposed street
change have net the needs and wants
of every conmunity stakehol der,

I ncl udi ng | oadi ng zone needs, the
safety of children attending three
| ocal schools, the traffic needs of
notorists and the safety of
cyclists and pedestrians using this
route as well.

At this point, there is
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no reasonabl e objection to the bike
lane. The City has operated in
good faith to nove forward with

t hese changes. Those who oppose it
now do not, and sinply wish to keep
t he conveni ence of their notor
vehicle travel at the expense of

ot her road users and pedestri ans.
You're right, faster and nore
conveni ent notor vehicle travel
cannot be at the expense of the
safety of others.

So it is nowtine to
foll ow through and keep at the
nmonment um of bi ke |anes to give nore
transportation options to the
citizens of the city and protect
the safety of those nost vul nerable
users. Please support |Item No.
250267 and thank you for |istening.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch.

|'"'mgoing to ask Ms. Feo

to cone back. |s there sone
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concern that you have -- |I'msorry.

Are there any questions
of these w tnesses?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG: |'m
sorry. Seeing none, thank you.

|''mgoing to ask Ms. Feo
to conme back. She had a couple
guestions and a couple things you
want to put on the record.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

M5. FEG Hi. Theresa
Feo, and | wanted to respond to a
comment about the parking and al so
the cooment that was just made. W
want to be clear, we specifically
are referring to our neighborhood
which is south of Baltinore Avenue.
It's a very different flavor than
the gridded area over by the Garden
Court Association, kind of |ike the
West Vil lage downtown in New York

City is very different than the
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gridded streets up above.

We have | ots of diagonal
streets and little side streets.
Qur nei ghbor hood oper at es
differently. None of our streets
are one-way. 43rd is not one-way.
45th is not one-way. 46th is not
one-way. 47th, 48th, none of them
are one-way streets. But from
Baltinore north, the streets go
alternating one way. From
Bal ti nore Avenue north, they all
have a single |lane of traffic where
there's roomfor a bike |ane and
parked cars. That was just to
specify that we're kind of in a
di fferent nei ghborhood than |
suspect that Garden Court nenbers
cone from They're nmuch nore
commercial traffic. They are
adj acent to Chestnut and to Spruce
Street and Wl nut.

Where St. Francis de

Sales particularly is a totally
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different animal. And we would
like to know that they did the
proper study. Sister Mary and
Fat her Ryan at that school are
adamant |y opposed to this plan.
They |l ose all their parking spaces.
Their teachers have nowhere to
park. And to the parking comment
that the OTIl S gentl eman nade,
during the day we | ose our parking
spaces when City enployees drive in
fromlike Darby and Chester and
they cone in, and we're the |ast
space where you're unticketed
parking, like we're free parking.
So they park there and they ride
their free SEPTA cards. And we see
that all the tinme on the trolley
and we don't mnd that. So during
t he day, parking is incredibly
scarce.

And then at nighttinme if
you're not on your street by

6 o' clock, you are literally
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parking two to three bl ocks away,
for me two to three bl ocks away.
The ot her night when | cane hone
fromvisiting my son up in North
Jersey, it was 11 o' clock at night
and | had to park at 51st and
Warrington. The next day soneone
was shot at 51st and Warrington.
So it's dangerous to park after
certain hours. Parking is just
it's filled up suddenly.

We only have the
overfl ow par ki ng behind the Vietnam
cafe and Dol la(ph). I'mnot sure
I f you guys are famliar with that
area, which just |ast week was
taken over by a filmcrew for five
days so the parking was incredibly
I nt ense.

And the sight lines that
he referenced in our case have
nothing to do with Wndsor. As
Deputy Commi ssi oner Montanez can

tell you, the grading issue of 47th
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Street is lower than the street.
So if you're comng up that street
to turn onto the road, you woul d
literally have to renove five,

al nrost the whol e bl ock worth of
parking for a sight line if you're
in a sedan or a |lower car to pul
out into the road.

The cars are now
stopping at the stop sign, then
they slowy cover the crosswal Kk,
then they have to cover where the
protected bike lane is now and then
nose out in front of oncom ng cars
to see to pull out. [It's an issue.
M. Mntanez is aware of it. He
met with us. They reached out to
us a couple weeks ago to cone and
see what they can do to fix it.

Qur concern is the only
way you could really fix it is to
swtch that protected bike |lane to
t he other side, which was our

concern that we were bringing to
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their attention for two years and
we were ignored. W were told this
i s about cleaning the bike |anes
and who's going to renove the

| ease, we were bringing up safety

i ssues. And our nei ghborhood is
probably 70% el derly people, sone
that are disabl ed.

The nuns have -- all the
retired nuns live on that sane
corner at 47th and Springfield. So
it's a neighborhood with | ots of
young children, pedestrians. |
took videos. | -- because you
can't play themin here, but | have
vi deos | can show you at di sm ssa
time at 2:30 what that intersection
| ooks |i ke and what | osing that
extra lane wll do, what changi ng
it to one way will do to nmake it
even nore dangerous. And | osing
all the parking, no one in the
nei ghbor hood i s happy about that.

So it's not about to ne
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safety versus parking. [It's al
about safety, in that one | ane

el i m nates an energency vehicl es
fromgetting to Regent Street once
it's backed up. It elimnates the
chil dren being able to have the
space to cross to the cars. The
cars are now circling around the
bl ock repeatedly.

The parents get agitated
when they can't get to the school.
It's chaos. Anyway so | appreciate
you listening to ny extra
testinony. And then also the Gty
peopl e that park in our
nei ghbor hood during the day with
the free SEPTA cards unl ess we get
restricted parking, the whole bl ock
it's not going to change, but
nighttinme is a problemfor parking.
So thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch

Are there any ot her
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Wi tnesses to testify on this bill?

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

MR TUNG H . Good
afternoon, Council Chair Young and
menbers of Gty Council. | would
like to testify on Bill Nos.
250266, 250267 in support of those
two bills.

THE CLERK: State your
name.

MR TUNG M nane is
WIlliam Tung, T-u-n-g. So there's
sonme di scussi on about Springfield
Avenue, 47th Street, 48th Street.
| want to say as a person who |ives
on Springfield Avenue, | live
further west on 51st in
Springfield. And as a person whose
entire famly was struck by a car
on the corner of 48th and
Springfield, the corridors of 48th
and 47th Street are dangerous.

47th Street is on the
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H gh Injury Network. [It's on the
list of one of the nobst dangerous
streets in the city. And | ideally
wel cone the roadway | ayout changes
because all these changes will only
make the streets safer. There's
al so sone contentions about
parking. Pa state |law actually
prohi bits parking 20 feet fromthe
corner, fromevery corner in the
city. So currently a lot of it's
not enforced. A lot of it's not
si gned.

Cars do park, you know,
within 20 feet of the corner al
the time w thout any consequence.
The problemthat that creates is,
Is it reduces sight lines, right.
So we have a lot of crashes. W
have a | ot of people getting struck
and hit by cars because you can't
see sonebody com ng out from an
i ntersection froma corner.

Cities |i ke Hoboken,
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Jersey City have achieved Vision
Zero by just what's called
dayl i ghting, by putting posts in
those corners so people don't park
in themso that you can actually
see when you're driving down a
street, you can actually see people
com ng out froma corner. And
that's what's happening with this
47th Street, that there's going to
be flex posts placed on these
corners so that drivers can see
ot her drivers, drivers can see
pedestrians and people on bikes as
they travel down that street.
That's all. Thank you very nuch
for your test -- thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Pl ease state your nane
and proceed.

MR, BLATSTEIN.  Jereny
Bl at stein. Speaking right off of

what WI Il just said, you hear too
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many tinmes | care about safety but.
There shouldn't be no but when it
comes to safety. It's not really
thi s parking versus bike | ane
thing. It's really what we're
tal ki ng about is safety.

And | do kind of want to
challenge this idea that there's
this bi ke |obby that is taking over
the city of Philadel phia, right.
The people that are advocating for
bi ke lanes in the city of
Phi | adel phia are everyday people
and they are directly affected by
that. So | think that that's just
sonething to keep in mnd as we are
I npl ementi ng bi ke | anes, that they
are doi ng what they think and what
the data suggests is what's best
for Phil adel phia when it cones to
safety.

So | just want to nmake
sure that's clear, that you can't

just nmake up random i deas when it
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cones to safety when OTI S and
park -- when it cones to the bike
| anes, right. The studies show
that this inplenentation of one way
with bike lanes is the safer
option. So | just want to put that
on the record. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

I s there anyone el se
Wi shing to testify on this bill and
Comm ttee in chanbers?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the title of the next
bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No.
250148 titled, An ordinance
amendi ng Chapter 12-3400 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Use of
An Aut onat ed Speed Enforcenent

Systemto I nprove Safety" by
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providing for the use,
adm ni strati on and enforcenent of
aut omat ed speed caneras on routes
| ocated within specified school
zones, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. And | do note that this is a
bill that we heard at the | ast
Commttee hearing. So if there are
any witnesses who did testify at
that | ast hearing who wish to
testify today, I'mgoing to ask if
you coul d summarize your testinony
because we do have that testinony
on the record.

| am going to now
recogni ze the sponsor of the
| egi sl ati on, Council menber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Hel lo. Good norning, M. Chair and
to ny coll eagues and nenbers of the
Streets Cormittee. | want to say

t hank you for giving nme the

Page 123

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
04/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

opportunity just to communicate a
little bit of information about the
bill but, nore inportantly, to be
able to answer any questions that
any nenbers of the Commttee nay
have.

Today |' m speaki ng on
Bill No. 250148 to authorize speed
caneras in the follow ng school
areas -- I'msorry, in five
di fferent school areas. |'m not
going to read themright now
because | know you have the
| egi sl ati on.

For us a big factor in
determ ning why this initiative
exi sts i s because of the issues
that we're dealing with as it
relates to speed. Wat we're
dealing with speed, with safety
around vehi cles and things of that
capacity is not uniquely designed
where it only inpacts children.

There are a | ot of
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seniors and other fol ks across the
city who constantly request things
| i ke safety nmeasures, speed bunps
and other things just to try to put
thenselves in a position to address
sonme of the issues that we're
seei ng around transportation.

As former Chair of the
Streets Commttee, we noticed the
spi ke in hit-and-runs and reckl ess
driving started in the year of
2020. For me, nmy work with the PA
Muni ci pal League hel ped put ne in a
position to advocate wth other
| egi sl ators across the Commonweal t h
of Pennsylvania to be able to fight
for new technol ogy and technol ogy-
based initiatives to address issues
around traffic safety and traffic
cal m ng.

That inspired ne to do a
nunber of hearings specifically
related to Vision Zero-based

initiatives through the Streets
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Departnent, |ooking at the hit-and-
run crisis and exam ni ng what we
can do. One of the things that
canme out of those hearings was in
col l aboration with at that tine
Pol i ce Comm ssioner Qutlaw and a
former Captain Overw se.

W were able to advocate
for revenue to be in the budget for
new t echnol ogy, when a hit-and-run
takes place to be able to gather
and coll ect evidence and put
ourselves in a position to increase
the arrest rate after a hit-and-
run. Unfortunately, while that's
good work it doesn't necessarily
address the preventive side.

We al so worked in
col | aboration with fornmer School
Safety O ficer and now Police
Conmi ssi oner Bethel to conme up with
the Safe Corridors and travel
program for young people traveling

to and fromthe city of
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Phi | adel phia. And of course, when
we' ve seen Harrisburg give us the
ability to nove and have caneras
and use technol ogy, because a | ot

of people don't know that we need
Harri sburg to give us enacting

| egi slation and put us in a
position to use technol ogy and
caneras, we then put out a survey
to citizens across the city of

Phi | adel phia to gat her data and
evidence to try to figure out where
Phi | adel phi ans t hought the nost
dangerous intersections were, and.
we wanted to conpare that data with
the H gh Injury Network, OIS and
ot her governnment agenci es.

And so, with that being
said we are happy to work wth the
School District as well as the
Mayor's teamto introduce the bills
that's being read before the
Commttee today. And again, want

to just say thank you to the
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menbers of the Commttee for
allowing ne to testify. And nore
i mportantly, speak to the sense of
urgency of this particular issue.

"1l close out by
tal ki ng about the fact that the
Education Conmmttee. We neet with
the School District on a nonthly
basi s, and some nenbers of this
Comm ttee are al so nenbers of the
Education Commttee. And one of
the things that the School D strict
is responsible for doing is
conmmuni cati ng any significant
I ssues that happen that put young
people in a danger or put them at
harm Sonetines that's buil dings
bei ng evacuat ed because of the
infrastructure issues, sonetines
fights and argunents.

But then there's those
heart br eaki ng situations where you
get that text nessage that says

that a child has been hit by a car
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ei ther going to or from school.
Unfortunately, just last nonth an
11-year-old here in the city of
Phi | adel phia was hit by a car in
the norning on the way to school,
and these are the heart breaking
stories that we have to wtness on
a consistent basis. So hopefully
bills like this, with the support
of the nenbers of this Conmttee,
can put us in a position where we
can begin to put a small dent in a
crisis that's not just affecting
Phi | adel phia, but affecting major
cities all across the country.

So thank you, M. Chair.
Thank you again to the nenbers of
the Committee for allowing ne to
offer a fewremarks. And if any
menbers of the Comm ttee has any
questions specifically for ne
around this legislation, | just
wanted to be here to answer those

guesti ons.
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Thank you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Counci | nenber.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

Thank you to ny
col | eague Counci | man Thonmas for
your hard work on this issue. And
| just wanted to say -- because |
think that there's been a | ot of
confusi on around exactly what sone
of the concern was last tinme. And
let nme just state a couple of
things for the record.

Nunber one is that | am
t he proud nother, as you know, of a
t eenager who goes to public schoo
here in the city and goes to school
in a very high traffic, high
density nei ghborhood. And so, it
never |oses ny sight for a second

the inportance of traffic safety
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around school s.

Also, | want to do note
for the record that | was the
aut hor along with my coll eagues in
not this past Council |egislative
body but the one prior to that, in
which I was the author of a bil
whi ch adds about $3 mllion to $5
mllion annually for traffic
calmng to the city of
Phi | adel phia. So | do want to just
be absolutely clear in case there's
any confusion about where | stand
on this particular issue.

But I also as a nenber
since 2012, | have taken an oath as
we all have as Council nenbers, to
never take an uninforned vote. And
| think that nmaking sure that we as
nmenbers, as col |l eagues, are all
sort of working together on the
sane page, aware of what is being
presented i s paranount.

| would |ike for
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everyone to put thenselves for one
second in the shoes and in the seat
of a menber of Gty Council and to
t hi nk about a vote on any topic
comng to you in which you were not
i nformed of and how woul d you
handle that. And | think that with
nost of us, we all feel that having
the information is paranmount to
bei ng able to nake an i nforned
deci sion on behalf of the citizens
of the city of Phil adel phi a.

| have al ways supported
every traffic canera bill, red
light bill, traffic calmng bill,
bi ke ane bill, you know, whatever
it is that is going to be
supportive of safety. As soneone
said earlier, safety first. Safety
first, safety last. And so, that
Is something that | have al ways
taken a position to uphold since ny
time as a nenber of Council .

And so, |'mpleased to
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be able to support this bill. |

t hank ny col | eague for informng
us, for giving us the information,
for briefing us. And | think that
we both at the end of the day were
able to have sone great
conversation that is really able to
nove the city and nove our

nei ghbor hoods to where we all want
themto be. So | thank you for
that, coll eague.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, Council nenber Bass. | just
want to echo those sentinents. |
nmean just so the public is clear,
this bill is a pilot that the state
aut hori zed only five | ocations.

And so, when we have this limted
resource, we want to nmake sure that
we are putting this resource in the
best | ocations and we wanted to
review that data and that
information to make sure again that

we are naking i nformed decisions
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regardi ng our constituency, because
to not do that is kind of
mal practice on our part.

So we just want to nake
sure that we are placing these
resources in the |ocations that
have the need for these resources.
And we wanted to be infornmed about
t hat deci sion.

M. Pullin, would you
please call -- I'msorry. Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Yes, thank you so nuch. | just
wanted to ask you if you had any
perspective on the caneras that
wer e put on Roosevelt Boul evard
that hopefully is inform ng us on
our next space so if you could just
speak about that for a mnute and
the inpact that has had?

And as ny col | eague
said, safety first, safety | ast.

And how we want to make sure our
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constituents know this is evidence-
based work. This is not just
pul l ed out of a hat and this is not
to i nconveni ence people, but it's
really to sl ow people down and save
lives.

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS:
Thank you, colleague. And I'll be
very brief. | think when you | ook
at what Roosevelt Boul evard caneras
didis that it changed culture, it
changed behavior, it changed norns.
We're hoping that this pilot wll
change cul ture, change behaviors
and change norns specifically
around school zones when children
are arriving to school and when
children are departing from school .

You know, 10 o' cl ock at
night, no one's going to get a
speeding ticket. Even though you
shoul dn't be speeding, right,
you're not going to get that

speeding ticket at 10 o' clock at
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night. W're specifically talking
about the tinmes when young peopl e
are traveling to and from school .
And what we want to do is create a
systemthat puts us in a position
where the norm where the cultura
normin Phil adel phia is when young
people are traveling. W are going
to nove about in a way that's
cautious, that's safe and that puts
us in a position where our children
do not have to feel vul nerable
traveling to and from school .

And if | could add ny
shanel ess plug, | would ask our
col | eagues in Harrisburg for sone
advocacy-based initiatives because
as we continue to expand the use of
technol ogy to address traffic-
rel ated issues, sone of that
revenue, which is our job, needs to
conme back to the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

A | ot of people don't
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realize that in order to put us in
a position to use technology to
address traffic cal m ng, we need
perm ssion fromHarrisburg. But
Harri sburg also gets all of the
revenue. |'mnot a big fan of
using fines and fees to collect
revenue for the Gty of

Phi |l adel phia. | don't |ike

predat ory behavi or.

But | do recogni ze when
we put certain nmechanisns in place,
it changes culture and the revenue
itself should cone to the City of
Phi | adel phia. So that's ny one
issue with what's going on with
Roosevel t Boul evard is that as
we' re changi ng cul tural norns and
behaviors up there, unfortunately
none of that revenue that
Phi | adel phia constituents are
payi ng goes directly to their city.
So thank you, colleague, for that

qguesti on.
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COUNCI L\WOVAN  AHVAD:

You' re wel cone. And no unfunded
mandate, | hear you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Thank you, Council nmenber.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the witness to testify
on Bill 250148.

THE CLERK: The first
witness to testify is Cole
Appl eman, Policy Analyst for the
O fice of Transportation
I nfrastructure Systens.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

MR. APPLEMAN. CGood
aft ernoon, everybody.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Good
af t er noon.

MR. APPLEMAN: Once
again, ny nanme is Cole Appleman. |
ama Policy Analyst wwth the Ofice
of Transportation Infrastructure

Systens. | have here with ne our
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head of Policy and Strategic
Initiatives, Chris Puchal sky.
understand that brevity is at a
prem umtoday, so | will keep it
rat her brief.

Just as Counci | nenber
Thomas said a nonent ago, this is
really all about safety. W really
have -- excuse ne here, let ne --
wasn't quite as ready to go off the
cuff as | thought I was. Just a
couple of clarifying points. Since
the last tinme this bill was heard,
we have net with all the affected
di strict Council menbers and
provi ded sone clarifying points as
far as where the data cones from
our constrictions based on the way
t he school zones are defined, so on
and so forth.

We have al so openly and
explicitly voiced our desire to
continue engaging with the

communi ty based on what's goi ng on
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here. | would just like to
enphasi ze one nore tine there was a
t remendous anount of research and
data and consultation not only with
PennDOT, but with the schools that
are involved to put these systens
in place and we really do hope to
expand this |ifesaving technol ogy
in the near future should PennDOT
allow that. Thank you for your
tinme.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Are there any questions
of these witnesses by nenbers of
the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you for your
tinme.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the next wtness to
testify on this bill.

THE CLERK: The next
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W thesses to testify are Craig
Johnson, Chief of School Safety for
the School District of

Phi | adel phi a, and Kari ma Macki ns,
of Local 1956, Phil adel phia School
Crossi ng Guards Uni on.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Pl ease state your nane for
the record and begin with your
testi nony.

MR. JOHNSON:  Good
af ternoon, Chair Young, Committee
menbers, Council menbers and | ead
sponsor Education Chair Thomas. My
nane is Craig Johnson. |'mthe
Chi ef of School Safety for the
School District of Philadel phia,
and | am pl eased to be here this
afternoon to provi de updated
testinony in support of Bill No.
250148 on behal f of the School
Di strict of Philadel phia.
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Thank you to the City
Counci| and Mayor Parker for
consi deration of this inportant
| egi sl ation, which will inprove
safety for students across the
District and for students of our
parochi al and charter schoo
partners. W also thank our state-
el ected officials and the Governor
for supporting the funding for this
wor K.

Aut omat ed enf or cenent of
speed [imts wll bolster traffic
safety protocols already in place
in school zones and will help keep
our children safe from carel ess
drivers. The School District of
Phi | adel phia via the Ofice of
School Safety and our QOperations
team shared data on traffic safety
concerns with our Gty partners in
the O fice of Transportation and
Infrastructure Systens, the Streets

Depart nment and Phil adel phia Police
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Depart nent.

As Chief of the Ofice
of School Safety, | work with our
pol i ce departnment counterparts to
identify traffic safety violation
| ocations to support any additional
enforcenent needs. M coll eagues
and operations al so share
information with Streets and OTl S
to prioritize |l ocations for
traffic-cal mng devices such as
flashing Iights and speed bunps.

For exanple, in 2023 via
sharing data the Cty installed
traffic-cal mng devices at Sayre
Hi gh School and a total of 50 other
school sites. In 2024, the Schoo
District provided a priority |ist
of elenentary schools for
installing simlar devices to the
Streets Departnment as funding
becones avail abl e.

W are glad to see this

inmportant traffic safety work
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suppl enented with state funding and
this bill which will allow for
addi ti onal and better enforcenent
of speed limts in sonme of our

hi ghest traffic school corridors.
The School District continued
partnership with the Cty allows us
to coll aborate on inproving student
safety on the way to and from our
school s and in support of our
charter and private schoo

partners.

W | ook forward to the
installation of the automated
enforcenent canera and are happy to
provi de any needed | ogi sti cal
support to facilitate the
completion of this project. Thank
you for the opportunity to provide
this testinony in support of Bil
No. 250148 and I'll be avail abl e
for any questions.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank

you.
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Ms. Macki ns, please
state your nane and begin your
testi nony.

M5. MACKINS: Kari nma
Macki ns. Good afternoon, Chair
Young, Council nenbers. M nane is
Karima Mackins. | amthe President
for Local 1956 representing school
crossing guards on District Counci
33. | would like to thank
Counci | menber Thomas' office for
acknow edgi ng us as al ways and
inviting me to speak on this bil
today that will authorize speed
caneras and potential school zones.

School crossing guards
play a vital, a vital role in the
safety of our children as they
travel back and forth to schools
every day. But sonetinmes we're
unable to performthose duties
properly when there's just people
that seemto not care about the

safety of our children as they
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travel through those school zones
every day or the guards when
they're just there trying to do
their jobs.

As a result of soneone
speeding in the school zone, | have
a guard out right now, LaTonya
HIll, who was hit by a car standing
in the mddle of the street
crossing children by sonebody
speedi ng down the street. She is
suffering right nowwth nultiple
fractures to her knee as well as a
torn ACL on top of the nental
trauma and bei ng out of work that
she has to endure every day from
her injuries.

| actually just got word
on Friday that we had a guard that
was hit by a car in the 2nd
District who was still in the
hospital as we speak, that this
person sped through the red |ight

and she has suffered wth broken
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bones and has to go through
surgery.

And so, | feel that
pl aci ng the speed caneras in school
zones could al so potentially add
value to the life of our children,
our school crossing guards as wel |
as our communities. So with that
all being said, | truly hope this
bill is taken into consideration to
keep our babies safe fromharm W
have to start sonewhere and | think
that initiating this bill would be
the perfect start. Thank you for
your tine.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.

Are there any questions
for these w tnesses?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Seei ng none, thank you so much.

M. Pullin, would you

pl ease call the next panel to
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testify.

THE CLERK: The next
Wi tnesses to testify are WIIl Tung
and Brennan Maragh, volunteers with
5t h Squar e.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG
Pl ease state your nane for the
record and begin with your
t esti nony.

MR, MARAGH: Brennan
Mar agh, 5th Square advocacy for the
record. Good afternoon, Chair
Young, Council menbers and staff of
the Street and Services Committee.
Agai n, ny nane is Brennan Maragh.
['"'ma nmenber of 5th Square
advocacy.

| want to thank you
today for listening to ny testinony
in regards to Bill No. 250148,
whi ch woul d i nprove road safety

around sone of the nost inportant
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pl aces in Philadel phia which is our
schools. So this bill as witten
woul d create autonated speed
enforcenment zones with clear
signage in schools around the city.

Anyone who has driven in
the city, nyself included, probably
knows how it feels to get a ticket
after violating a traffic law. You
feel annoyed first, then angry that
you owe a fine and then hopefully
the next tine you drive, you're on
better behavi or because you know
that there will be consequences.

As the Council menber
stated, this is exactly the kind of
behavi or that we are trying to
change with this bill. It's
I nperative that drivers understand
t hat speeding, especially through a
school zone, is dangerous and
shoul d incur a cost if you continue
to do so with inpunity.

Furthernore, it is clear that in
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Phi | adel phia there is a need for
this legislation.

In 2024 al one, 125
citizens of our beloved city died
as a result of car crashes and
negl ected driving. It's crucial
that we continue to do the work to
ensure those deaths are reduced by
reduci ng speeds and hol ding drivers
accountable. | know that sone
Di strict Council nenbers and ot her
resi dents have expressed
reservations about this bill for
various reasons.

Personally | do not have
children of school age but, | live
in an area that has kids wal king
around all the tinme, whether it's
to the library down the street, go
to school or just wal k around the
nei ghborhood. And | believe they
all deserve to feel safe no matter
where they are, but specifically

where they spend a | ot of their

Page 150

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
04/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

time in the School District.

So | believe that
del ayi ng consi deration of this bil
agai n woul d be dangerous and
i1l ogical because who doesn't want
kids to feel safe in the city. So
t hank you again for listening to ny
testinony and | encourage the
Commttee to pass this much-needed
| egi slation. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

M. Tung.

MR. TUNG Good
afternoon, Chair Young, nenbers of
City Council. M nanme is WII
Tung. |'m speaking as a vol unteer
with 5th Square advocacy and as a
parent of a 6th grader here in
Philly in support of Bill 250148.

My daught er Juni per has
adopt ed one singular mssion in her
m ddl e school, and it's getting

into Central High School. M wfe
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and | don't know where she gets
this drive. But we keep on telling
her you got to make strai ght As.
You got to make straight As to even
be consi dered. Wen her report
card cane in | ast week, she told
nme, Dad, | didn't get straight As,

| got three A+s too. |'mso proud
of her.

So | ast nonth you heard
testinony froma Central High
School parent. Now you're hearing
fromnme, a hopeful Central parent.
We're hunbly asking you to keep our
ki ds safe by authorizing speed
caneras in our city's nost
dangerous school zones. W're
running out of tinme. W' re already
one year into a five-year pilot
aut hori zed by Harrisburg. And if
ny kid's |lucky enough, she may see
these for her freshman year of high
school .

One can only imgine --
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so five children are struck and
seriously injured by cars every
week in Philadel phia. And research
shows that the Boul evard speed
caneras save one life every nonth
One can only inmagi ne how many
injuries and deaths will be averted
by these school zone caneras. And
one can only inmagine what a
one-nmonth delay in considering this
bill will mean for the next school
child crossing the street.

So | understand there
may be concerns from constituents
who receive speeding tickets. The
bill requires no |l ess than five
signs posted before and after the
zone that there's a speed canera
and a 30-day warning period. And
I'd rather Council nenbers get
conpl aints from peopl e getting
speeding tickets than having to
hear froma constituent telling you

about their child who fell victim
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to traffic violence. It shouldn't
matter who your Council menber is.
Every Phil adel phian in Cty Council
in every Gty Council District
deserves to have safe streets.

Li ke gun vi ol ence,
traffic violence takes the |ives of
too many Phil adel phians. Unlike
gun vi ol ence, the design and safety
of our streets is well within the
control of the people who work in
this building. W are relying on
you to keep us safe. M/ daughter
Is relying on you to keep us safe,
keep her safe, and your
constituents are relying on you to
keep them safe. Please pass this
bill.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch

Are there any questions
of these w tnesses?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG:
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Seeing none, M. Pullin, would you
pl ease call the next panel.

THE CLERK: The next
W thesses to testify are Nicole
Brunet, Policy Director for the
Bi cycle Coalition of Geater
Phi | adel phi a and Nora Dowd
Ei senhower, State President of AARP
Pennsyl vani a.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

MS. DOAND ElI SENHOVER:
Good afternoon.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Please state your nane for
the record and begin your
testi nony.

MS. DOAND ElI SENHOVER:
Thank you. M nane is Nora Dowd
Ei senhower. Good afternoon. M
nanme i s Nora Dowd Ei senhower. [|I'm
the Vol unteer State President for
AARP Pennsyl vani a and we' ve

testified before on this i ssue and
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we feel very strongly about Vision
Zero as a positive devel opnent in
Phi | adel phia. And | want to say
good norning -- good afternoon
again to Council woman Brooks. W
saw you this norning at the press
conference for the housing issues.

Wth a nenbership of
nearly 38 mllion people
nati onwi de, alnmost 2 mllion in
Pennsyl vani a and nearly 300, 000
across Phil adel phia, we advocate on
I ssues that matter nost to ol der
adults, their famlies, their |oved
ones with a focus on health
security, financial resilience and
l'ivabl e communiti es.

As the Comm ttee of
Streets and Servi ces convenes today
to consider a variety of ordinances
related to the safety and
functionality of the Gty streets,
Wwe appreciate the invitation to

of fer our insights. W believe it
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Is inportant to first recognize
that this public hearing occurring
just days after the annual Vision
Zero conference occurred at Tenple
Uni versity right up North Broad
Street organized by our friends at
the Bicycle Coalition, who you'l
be hearing fromvery soon, the 2025
Vi sion Zero conference cel ebrated
successes |like the two decades that
have passed since the installation
of red light canmeras on Roosevelt
Boul evard, and it al so acknow edged
the continuing high toll of crashes
and fatalities of pedestrians and
bi cyclists who are far nore
vul nerable to being injured or
killed in a collision than drivers.
This is particularly
true when a driver is speeding,
because as speed increases, the
chance that a pedestrian or
bicyclist will be seriously injured

or killed increases dramatically.
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As such, reducing traffic speed and
preventing red light- and stop-sign
running are essential to protecting
pedestrians, bicyclists as well as
drivers.

For AARP our firm
comm tment to Vision Zero holds
that we as a society have an
ethical responsibility to do all we
can to ensure that people are safe
as they nove about their own
communities, whether that is
wal ki ng to school, driving to a
doctor's office or bicycling to
work. As a programthat ains to
desi gn and nanage roads and ot her
transportation infrastructure to
elimnate traffic fatalities and
serious injuries, Vision Zero
assunes that people will sonetines
make m stakes and sets up the road
systemto a default that safety
despite such m st akes.

As such, it mnimzes
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the risk of death and severe injury
to pedestrians, cyclists and others
outside of the vehicle. Vision
Zero addresses the many factors
that affect safe nobility. These
i ncl ude designing roads to pronote
the safety of pedestrians and
cyclists rather than focusing
primarily on the convenience for
the drivers and setting and
enforcing appropriate speed limts
and using technol ogy to inprove
safety.

Mor eover, our support of
the Vision Zero gl obal novenent
| eans into our support for
aut omat ed speed enforcenment. W
know t hat speed is the nost
critical factor in the severity of
atraffic injury. That neans we
need to bring speed down to safe
| evel s. Since managing traffic
speeds is crucial to achieving zero

fatalities, we need to design roads
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for safety, set lower speed limts
and effectively enforce speed
limts, including by using

aut omat ed speed enforcenent
technol ogi es that are nore
effective and equitable than
traditional officer-initiated

enf or cenent s.

Aut omat ed speed
enforcenment is |ess subjective than
officer-initiated enforcenents
still. Even when using caneras to
encour age safe behavior, we need to
pay attention to where technol ogy
is installed and howit is
i npl enented and tracked in ways
that don't have a disproportionate
I npact on certain people, such as
I ndi vidual s in | owincone
conmuni ti es.

We know t hat achi eving
the goals of traffic safety and
serious injuries happen nost

effectively when hi gh-ranking | ocal
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officials, you, nmake a public
commtnent to Vision Zero as you
have. As an organi zation that
thrives on serving as a wse friend
and a fierce defender for
Pennsyl vani a' s 50-pl us, AARP
Pennsylvania is dedicated to
ensuring all residents are safe
when using their streets and
si dewal ks.

We | ook forward to
continuing to organi zing
nei ghbor hood wal k audits with the
Li vabl e Communities Network and to
provi ding | eadership and input to
the Vision Zero Task Force as it
devel ops the next five-year Vision
Zero Action Plan and Vision Zero
Capital Plan, which is due on
Cct ober 31, 2025. | thank you
today for asking us to testify. W
are really happy to be here and to
continue to support high-ranking

| ocal officials because we know
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that that can nake a big difference
in the results. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.

Ms. Brunet, please
proceed with your testinony.

M5. BRUNET: Thank you
so much. M nane is N cole Brunet.
I'"'mthe Policy Director for the
Bi cycle Coalition of Geater
Phi | adel phia. | also oversee
famlies for Safe Streets G eater
Phi | adel phia, a group conprised of
famly nenbers who' ve lost their
| oved ones in traffic crashes.

Thank you, Chairperson
Young and ot her nenbers of the
Streets and Services Conmittee,
Counci | woman Brooks. [|'mhere to
testify in support of Bill No.
250148. I|I'mal so very happy to see
this ordi nance get introduced. W
were very involved with the

advocacy in Harrisburg to get the
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speed canera pil ot on Roosevelt
Boul evard nade per manent and
expanded to five additional
corridors.

As part of this
| egi slation included a five-year
pilot for the speed caneras in
school zones, that five years has
al ready begun. So we've already
| ost one year of that pilot to be
able to test this kind of
technol ogy. Phil adel phia children
deserve to get to and from school
safely. | think everyone in this
roomcan agree wwth that. This
shoul d be the bare m ni numt hat
school zones are a safe place for
everyone no matter what age they
are and that they not only have
si gnage, that they have
infrastructure, that they have
enforcenent to inprove the safety
for all vul nerable road users.

Aut omat ed speed
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enforcenent has been proven to save
lives as we've heard al ready, and
" mvery excited about the
expansion to Route 611 and 13. It
will be a historic opportunity to
save lives across the city. Like |
said, there's |[imted tinme to try
out this kind of technology. Il
al so add that in order to get a
speed ticket fromthese caneras,
you have to be going 11 mles over
the speed limt, which if you're in
a school zone, it's 25 mles per
hour. So you have to be going 36
mles per hour into speeds in a
school zone to be able to actually
even get the ticket to begin wth.
Si nce the Boul evard
caneras have gone online, there's
been a decrease in violations of
95% a decrease in repeating
violations. This just affirns that
these prograns aren't nade to just

get revenue but, in fact, the goal
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Is to change the driver's behavior
and make the roads safer.

As we've heard, five
children age 17 and under are hit
every single week. | don't have a
famly, but I want nmy famly to be
able to walk to school, to bike to
school. | think it's such a joyful
way to get around. It's what | did
when | was growi ng up, and this
shoul d be of utnbst seriousness to
this group of people in this room

Chil dren are nost
vul nerabl e users and they deserve
to get to and fromwhether they're
wal ki ng, biking, taking transit or
even being driven to school. This
| egi slation along with the
| egislation that's been very
successful, introduced by
Counci | menber Phillips, to add
traffic calmng around schools is a
necessary conbination to be able to

make t hese zones safer.
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| support this
| egi sl ati on because as a Safe
Streets advocate, | hear too many
stories of heartbreak fromfamlies
who have waited for their |oved
ones to conme honme only to find out
that a reckless driver has killed
them |In the last two years, close
to 50% of all these fatalities have
been pedestrians. These are your
constituents and they were
soneone' s everyt hi ng.

Through this work |'ve
| earned that we have been taught
that these things are accidents,
that they're avoidable. But we
know t hat these caneras save |ives
and we have the ability to turn
I ncidents not into fatalities and
not into serious injuries. But as
drivers are slow ng down, we'll see
| ess serious incidents in total.
So thank you again. | support the
passage of Bill 250148 and |
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appreci ate your consideration.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch, Ms. Brunet. Just a
poi nt of information, in school
zones, particularly when the |ights
are flashing, the speed limt is 15
mles an hour. So | believe that
the tickets will conme at 26 mles
an hour. So just to put sone
clarity on that. Thank you.

Are there any questions
of these w tnesses by nenbers of
the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, thank you so nuch for
your testinony. | appreciate you
all being here again for this bill.

W will now transition
into our public conent section.
I"mgoing to ask that we limt our
public coment to three m nutes.

M. Pullin, would you

pl ease call the first speakers for
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public coment.

THE CLERK: Lew s
Bart hol onew, Dustin Dove and Cody
Gouper.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Could you state your nanme for
the record and begin with your
commrent .

MR, BARTHOLOVEW  Good
af ternoon, Chair Young and nenbers
of the Streets and Services
Commttee. M nane is Louis
Bart hol onew and |'m a resident of
Center City and a nenber of 5th
square. |I'mhere to speak in
support of Bill 250148, which would
aut hori ze school zone speed caneras
around school s around Phi | adel phi a.

At the last hearing this
bill was inexplicably tabled for
further consideration. This bil

is about sinply getting dangerous
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drivers to sl ow down and protect
children getting to school. | and
many ot hers, including students,
parents, teachers and traffic
safety advocates, were confused and
saddened at the unnecessary del ay
of this lifesaving technol ogy.

One nmenber by a
nmenber -- one question by a nmenber
of this Commttee was related to
comuni ty engagenent or whet her
peopl e who woul d be payi ng these
fi nes have been sufficiently
notified and consulted. Let's be
clear, the folks who will pay these
fines are drivers who choose to
drive reckl essly and dangerously
even after receiving warnings in
the mail. What engagenent do we
need to do wth them exactly.

Anot her question from
this Commttee was on whet her speed
canera fines are inequitable. |

would draw this Commttee's
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attention to the denographics of
those who are injured and die from
speeding cars. They're

di sproportionately | ower incone and
Bl ack. The speed caneras woul d
seek to correct this inequity by
preventing deaths and injuries
anongst our nost vul nerable
popul ati ons.

Finally, a nenber of
this Conmttee remarked | ast nonth
that this bill should have
originated froma D strict nenber,
not froman At-large nenber. This
line of reasoning stens from
counci | mani ¢ prerogative or the
notion that District nmenbers is
those on the front lines of issues
in their Districts should be the
ones who enact legislation in their
Districts.

VWiile |I'msynpathetic to
the exercising of prerogative on

certain issues, | think we can al
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agree that it doesn't matter who

i ntroduces basic |ifesaving

| egislation |ike this one around
speed caneras and we sure certainly
shoul dn't be invoking Council turf
as a reason to delay basic safety

| egi sl ati on.

Each one of you yields
an ability to do so nmuch good for
our city and that's why it was such
an unwel conme and di sappoi nting
surprise that instead of supporting
Counci | mrenber |sai ah Thomas' bill,
this Commttee decided to delay it
for no real reason. Please pass
Bill 250148 and | urge you to use
counci | mani c prerogative sparingly
on issues of street safety going
forward since every day we
unnecessarily del ay these | aws,
people wll die and get injured,
especi ally those vul nerabl e
popul ations in your Districts.

Thank you. Thank you very nuch for
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your tine.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your testinony.

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you. So | didn't catch the
very begi nning of your testinony
but | did want to comment, because
| don't know if you wote your
testinony prior to ny statenent
that | made at the begi nning of
this conversation.

But | want to be again
absolutely clear that this was not
a matter of council manic
prerogative, but it was a matter
that none of the District nenbers
who were voting on this bill or who
were affected were infornmed. It's
really a matter of being an
i nfornmed voter, as we encourage
everyone to be on any |evel. But

we want to nmake sure that as
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nenbers we are responsible for the
bills that conme out of here, out of
Council and that we do our due
diligence and make sure we know
what we're voting for, so it's
really just as sinple as that. But
t hank you very nmuch for your
testinony. | really appreciate it.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Yeah.
| just want to echo it's really
that sinple right. W were
presented | ocations. How do | know
this location is the best |ocation
for this [imted resource, how do |
know that if you haven't showed ne
the information, showed ne the data
or showed ne any of the rationale
behi nd the deci si on- maki ng process.
We don't know.

So we shoul d j ust
blindly just -- | would say | do
trust the OIS, But one thing in
this particular position is we

trust but we nust verify as well,
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right. So we needed that
verification that these |ocations
were the best locations for this
type of use. So | just again want
to echo the sentinents of ny

col | eague.

And with that, please
state your nanme for the record and
begi n your testinony.

MR. DOVE: Dear, Chair
Young and nenbers of the Streets
and Services Commttee, ny nane is
Dustin Dove. | live in Fairnount
and | amthe Vice-president of the
Fai rmount Civic Association. |'m
testifying today in support of Bill
250148 that woul d authorize seven
speed caneras in school zones
across Phi |l adel phi a.

|"'m here to support this
bill because |I'm | ucky enough to be
a parent of alittle kid. She's 2
as of a nonth ago. And | see every

day how difficult it is for kids of
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all ages to cross the streets in
our city and in my nei ghborhood.
We're pretty fortunate in Fairnount
because our schools tend to be
| ocated on lower-traffic streets,
but kids al so have to cross busy
roads as they walk to and from
school every day.

| live in an
I ntersection that deserves traffic
calmng for the safety of the kids
wal ki ng to nearby Bache-Martin
School and fear every user of that
intersection. M near daily walk
to day care includes three
i ntersections where | have to be
extra cautious and concerned
because | have seen nultiple,
mul tiple instances, sonetines
dai |y, of peopl e speeding, cars not
stopping at stop signs or traffic
lights and other fornms of extrenely
negl i gent and reckl ess driving.

You mi ght not think that would

Page 175

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
04/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

happen in Fairnount but it does all
the tinme, even on small side
streets.

| wish we could have
nore safety inprovenents |like these
traffic caneras in areas around our
city and especially in school
zones, because children are sone of
the nost, if not the nost,
vul nerabl e users of our streets.
I'"'mfortunate that | have the tine
to take off work today to be here
with you all and | appreciate the
heari ng.

And |'m fortunate enough
al so that my Council nenber's
chairing this Commttee and is
having this hearing on these bills.
And | hope that he's listening to
resi dents who want these safety
I nprovenents. | had the tine to
cone here today and advocate for
this while many others do not. It

shouldn't be a matter of awareness.
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Li fesaving safety inprovenents are
a place in our city, and the City
should make it a priority to

I nprove safety no matter what
Council District the inprovenent is
in.

It also shouldn't matter
who a person's Council nenber is
when they're requesting safety
I nprovenents for themor for their
ki ds because we all deserve to be
safe, no matter what part of town
we live in. Council Dstrict lines
are nostly irrelevant to anyone
outside this building and they're
not a rational basis for making
safety inprovenents in the city.

We shoul d use technol ogy
and tools and funds avail able to us
to make sure our kids and our
seni ors and anyone el se using our
streets and sidewal ks isn't hurt or
killed due to reckless drivers. W

know traffic caneras wor k because
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t hey have al ready nade an enor nous
di fference on Roosevelt Boul evard,
as we previously discussed, saving
nearly one life per nonth. W know
t hese |l ocations selected will work
because Ol S has put in the work to
identify them

This pilot should be
enacted al so because it seens |ike
we rarely get a chance to do this
ki nd of work from Harrisburg, and
one year of this pilot program
aut hori zati on has al ready passed.
I wwsh | get one of these traffic
caneras near Bache-Martin, ny |ocal
school, but until then, | hope City
Council will allow these schools on
traffic enforcenent zones to nove
forward so that the kids and
nei ghbor hoods sel ected wi Il benefit
fromthe enhanced traffic safety
they bring. | encourage the
Committee to vote in favor of Bill

250148. Thank you so rnuch.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you for your conment.

M. Pullin, would you
pl ease read the nanes -- just read
all the next fol ks who are coning
up for public conment and pl ease
have them cone behind the rails.

THE CLERK: Allen
Fisher, Eli Fastow, Jereny
Bl at st ei n.

(Wt nesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Anyone can begin. Just state
your nane for the record and begin
wi th your conment.

MR FISHER H . M
nane is Allen Fisher. |'m speaking
on Bill 250148, and brought with ne
an i mge today. Sone of you may or
may not know what that synbolizes,
but this is a picture synboli zing
aircraft statistics in Wrld War 11

where pl anes woul d go on ni ssions
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and return to bases with
significant damage. This is where
t he damage woul d happen on the

pl anes.

These dots are al
depicting where different aircraft
received hits and they were all
able to inpact to their airfields.
This is show ng every plane that
has survived, not the ones shot
down.

This is a very clear
exanpl e of survivor bias. And you
and |, like everyone else in this
room have that sane bias as that
ai rplane. Unlike many, we nmade it
home, we made it through school, we
made it through work and we did
everything that allowed us to be in
this roomat this very nonent.

We generally have that
same survivor bias. Now, near
where | live is the Hackett

El ementary School, which is on York
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and Trenton Ave. And at the

I ntersection of those streets is a
new traffic circle and that was
built | think in the |ast three,
four years. Cenerally has inproved
that intersection, vastly inproved
over what it was. So | have to
thank the Streets Departnent for

t hat .

But on the sane bl ock
are nmultiple tel ephone poles with
signs that read crossing this
street should not be this
dangerous, and they were put up by
the crossing guards that actually
help with the students com ng and
going fromthat school. And
there's sone info on it | think
under that. It says to contact one
of you.

But those crossing
guards are right. Despite the
traffic i nprovenents that have

happened nearby, certain drivers
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still feel the need to speed in the
area despite all of different
changes in infrastructure things
we've made. There's still a very
much nentality that, oh, we can.

If a kid gets hit by a
speeding driver at the intersection
and gets disabled or God forbid
killed, they probably will never be
in the sanme spot | amtoday
speaking to you or maybe even in
your position because they did not
have the survivor bias to be able
to live and talk and do what we're
doi ng.

So again, just because
you made it home, just because we
are allowed to do what we do neans
that we m ght not conpletely
understand the situations that a
| ot of people that may have not
made it here are in. So | amin
favor of the speed caneras and | am

in favor of ticketing people that
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speed over 10 mles an hour around
schools. It's not hard to do or
it's not hard to avoid that.

So at the very least, we
need to nmake it so our kids can
make it hone safely and that they
have the luxury of being in the
position that we are in today so
that they have the survivor bias.
So thank you.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch for your comment.

Pl ease proceed.

MR. FASTOW (Good
afternoon and thank you so nuch for
your tinme. M nane is Eli Fastow
and |'mhere to give support in
favor of passing Bill 250148. |I'm
convi nced of the necessity of speed
canmeras in school zones as a
consequence of ny own observations
living within school zones, not as
a parent, but as a resident down

t he bl ock.
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For the past five years,
['ve |ived down the block from
| ndependence Charter School. There
I wtnessed countless violations,
speedi ng viol ati ons, reckless
driving violations, really too many
to counter, name or waste your tine
Wit h.

| do want to bring one
I nstance to your attention, not for
Its uni queness but because it's
representative. | watched a kid
wave to a friend, shout his
friend' s nanme and then run across
the street, not at an intersection.
Hi s dad grabbed his armjust in
time as a pickup truck flew down
Lonbard at what was visibly an
unsaf e speed. Fortunately, no one
was injured but it was very, very
close. And that sort of reckless
driving should not be allowed to
endanger children anywhere in the

city.
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Recently |'ve noved
coi ncidentally down the block from
anot her school, Bache-Martin, the
800 bl ock of North 22nd. So nice
to nmeet you, Council nenber Young.
"' myour new constituent. And I
continue to see a pattern of risky
driving frommnmy own stoop, just
| ooki ng out the wi ndow. Wile
taking action to prevent
children -- or protect children,
I"'msorry, is always tinely, it's
al ways inportant. We're already
one year into a five-year pilot, so
there's a unique urgency with this
bill.

It's ny hope that this
pilot is the start of a w der
program of speed caneras in schoo
zones. But for that to conme to
pass, we need to enact this as soon
as possible. | understand the
concerns of a financial burden

resulting fromtickets, but the
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pil ot mandates no | ess than five
warning signs in a 30-day warning
period. Frankly, for an aware
driver, and you should be an aware
driver if you're driving your
children really anywhere in the
city, there's no excuse to get a
ticket. Sinply don't speed.

We know from Roosevel t
Boul evard that speed caneras
enpirically, definitely save |ives.
There's a 90% reduction in speeding
violations. Traffic deaths were
hal ved. Professionally and by
training I'ma scientist. | wsh |
coul d buy an effect in my own data
that strong. This definitely
wor ks.

So I think school zones
and speed caneras could save |ives,
will save lives. This pilot wll
save lives. And so, it nerits
passage i medi ately as soon as

possi bl e. Thank you so nuch for
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your tine.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Proceed.

MR. BLATSTEIN. Hell o,
City Council. M nane is Jereny
Blatstein. | rise today in support
of Bill No. 250148. Thank you,
Counci | man Thomas, for introducing
this. | amdeeply concerned about
how counci | mani ¢ prerogative is
bei ng used, not to protect
nei ghbor hoods but to bl ock
commonsense public safety. | hear
what Gty Council woman C ndy Bass
says, and | do believe that there
shoul d be the process followed in
terms of how do you notify the
different District people for
what's going on in their District.

| am concerned though
regarding the neeting that was held
on Cctober 21, 2024 where sone of
this information was laid out. |

under stand that maybe not everybody
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on this Commttee was in that
neeting, but that neeting was held
by the Adm nistration and by OIl S
where this informati on was given
out --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG I n
that neeting, did they tell us the
exact | ocations of the school s?

MR. BLATSTEIN: Agai n,
it was based on the data that they
were using to provide these
caneras, right. So they were
explaining that. R ght now --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG D d
t hey provide the exact |ocations of
t he school ?

MR. BLATSTEIN. No, but
| think that afterwards, right --
so | think they were introduced --
| nmean, | don't know if this is
back and forth, but okay. | think
the data was introduced of how they
were going to go about introducing

t hese caneras, correct. And that
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was the study they were doing.

So in ternms of saying |
don't know how they were going to
I npl ement these caneras, they said,
we're going to be studying this and
we're going to be doing this and
then they decided on the caneras
and that was introduced.

Whet her or not the right
process was given is for debate,
right. But fromthe tinme it was
introduced in Gty Council until
this hearing | believe -- and this
IS where maybe the failure of
process, and | respect that, was
not provided to you guys or each of
the District people. So that's ny
only point of that.

So right now a bill to
install speed caneras near school s,
sonet hi ng proven to reduce speeding
and save |ives was being held up
because of sone Counci |l nenbers’

objections. City Council standing
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in the way of a cityw de safety
measure, that's not denocracy.
That' s dysfunction.

Let's be clear, this
isn't about |and use or zoning.
It's about our kids, about making
sure drivers sl ow down where
children wal k, where famlies
cross, where tragedy can happen in
a split second. This bill
shoul dn't be controversial and it
certainly shouldn't be subjected to
a veto by geography.

| want to take a nonment
to tal k about council manic
prerogative, |ongstanding unwitten
tradition here in Philadel phia
where each District Council nenber
has near total control over |and
use decisions in their own
District. That includes zoning
changes, street closures, city |l and
sal es and sonetines even things

like traffic safety neasures.
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The idea is to respect
| ocal input, but in practice it
means one person can bl ock or del ay
citywi de progress with no public
vote, no hearing and no
accountability. It turns what
shoul d be a predictable policy into
a gane of personalities and
politics.

Prerogative isn't in the
Cty Charter. It's not law. It's
a custom And like all custons, it
can be changed when it no | onger
serves the public good.
Counci | mani ¢ prerogative was never
nmeant to apply to public safety.
But when we're allowed to dictate
citywi de policy, we're not
governing. W' re negotiating and
in the neantine |ives are at stake.

How do we explain to a
grieving parent that a speed canera
wasn't installed because of

politics? How do we justify del ay
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when the data is clear and the need
Is urgent? We nust start draw ng
the line. Safety should not be up
for barter. It's tinme for this
Council to put children over
custons, policy over personality
and to pass the speed canera bill
not just in some nei ghborhoods but
hopefully in the future across all
nei ghbor hoods.

Let's not wait for
another tragedy to act. And | do
call on Harrisburg to allow us to
I npl ement this across the board.
Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you for your conment.

Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Jereny, so let ne ask you a couple
of questions. So, Jereny, you were
a candi date at some point?

MR. BLATSTEIN.  Yes,
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ma' am -- what? Sorry. Excuse --
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  You
were a candidate for Council?
MR. BLATSTEIN:  No.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: O
for another office?
MR. BLATSTEIN. Was |
you' re asking ne?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Yeah.
MR. BLATSTEIN:  No.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

kay. | apol ogize then. For sone

reason | thought that you were a
candi date. But the point that
wanted to nake t hough, whether
you're a candidate or not, was if
you were in this body would you
take an uni nfornmed vote? Wuld you
be wlling to take a vote that you
had not been inforned on, yes or
no?

MR BLATSTEI N:
(Gestured).
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  You
woul d? You woul d take a vote
wi t hout know ng what you're voting
for?

MR BLATSTEIN: | guess
what ny point is, is that if | was
in this body, hypotheti cal
situation, and I was -- and this is
where the staff would be prepping
me for what that Comm ttee was
heari ng that day.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Ckay. Fair enough. That's the way
it's supposed to work. |If you had
not been prepped, if you had not
recei ved information?

MR. BLATSTEIN.  Agai n,

I f what was on the agenda for that
day before | cane to this Commttee
was not laid out . And that's where
again I'mnot sure where that
failure canme --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Wel |, since you brought it up |
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t hi nk maybe we should dive into it
just alittle bit.

MR, BLATSTEIN.  Sure.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: So
if you had a question or let's go
back to the briefing that you
mentioned. So who was at that
briefing?

MR, BLATSTEIN: |'m not
sure of every individual that was
at that briefing.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
kay. So you don't know if any of
the nmenbers of this Commttee were
at the briefing and you don't know
if any of I'maware --

MR, BLATSTEIN. Yes, |'m
aware that one of the nenbers of
this panel was at that briefing.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Vell, I'"mnot sure who it was, but
| can tell you who it wasn't and
t hat was ne.

MR. BLATSTEIN: |'m wel |
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awar e of that too.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And
are you aware that not one of ny
staffers was included in this
briefing as well?

MR, BLATSTEIN: |
bel i eve, yes, we comruni cate about
t hat .

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  So
again, this has absolutely nothing
to do with prerogative and
everything to do with the fact that
' m being asked to take a vote on a
very serious and inportant issue
Wi t hout being at all inforned.

As | nentioned earlier,
| amthe nother of a teenager,
public school student who takes
public transportation, who noves
around in a very busy, densely
popul at ed nei ghborhood with a | ot
of traffic where she goes to
school. And so, this is not

sonething that | take lightly at
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any rate.

But let's say, for
exanple, if we put up caneras at
School X and the problemis at
School Y, don't you think a
briefing is necessary so that | can
make sure that where we're putting
the cameras up is the right
| ocation, it's the location that is
densely popul ated, it's the
| ocati on where there's heavy
traffic, it's the |ocation where
there may have been traffic
incidents in the past?

And | really wsh we
coul d get caneras at every
| ocation. That's really what is
ideal. But to nmake a decision --
to be uninfornmed and nmake a
decision is a dereliction of our
duties as nmenbers of Council.

MR. BLATSTEIN. | hear
you and | respect that. And |

think that nmy only point, counter,

Page 197

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Committee on Streets and Services
04/ 07/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Is that how that information is
provi ded and after hearing the
testinony of how it was inplenented
to then delay the vote that would
then be taken at the next Gty
Council neeting, |'mnot sure which
has changed, right. Wat has
changed in the | ast nonth?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Let
me tell you what's changed. W' ve
been briefed. W're inforned
voters now, as we always want --
| i sten, when you go to the ball ot
box, right, we want i nforned
voters. W don't want people to go
and just vote one way or just do
what | say do. We want you to be
I nformed when you go and vote and
cast your ballot and it's the sane
for us. W should absolutely be
i nformed before every vote that we
take in this body.

MR. BLATSTEIN. And

hopefully | see nore votes that are
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split then based on data and
i nformation when it cones to
safety.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you.

Are there any ot her
persons in the chanber wishing to
provi de public comment ?

MR. BLATSTEIN. Thank
you very nmuch. Thank you.

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seeing none, | would |ike to thank
all of our wi tnesses and for
joining us today. W wll now end
the public hearing and go into a
public neeting. | note for the
record that a quorum of the
Commttee is present.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber Bass for a notion on
the amendnment to Bill No. 250209.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you, M. Chairman.
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| offer an amendnent to
Bill No. 250209. A copy of the
amendnent has been circulated to
all menbers of the Commttee. |
nove that the anmendnent to Bill No.
250209 be adopt ed.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
amendnent to Bill No. 250209 be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  The
ayes have it. The notion carries
and the anmendnent to Bill No.
250209 has been adopt ed.

The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | nrenber Bass for a notion on
Bill Nos. 250102, 250148, 250176,
250177, 250203, 250208, 250209 as
amended, 250240, 250241, 250266,
250267, 250271, 250272 and 250274.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. Chairnan.

| nmove that all bills
read into the record be reported
fromthis Commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that all bills
read into the record be reported
fromthis Commttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of

Counci| be suspended to permt the
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first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  The
ayes have it. Bill Nos. 250102,
250148, 250176, 250177, 250203,
250208, 250209 as anended, 250240,
250241, 250266, 250267, 250271,
250272 and 250274 wll be reported
fromthis Commttee with a
favorabl e recommendation with a
further request that the rules of
Counci | be suspended to permt
first reading at the next session
of Council .

Are there any fina
remarks fromthe nmenbers of the

Comm ttee?
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(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Seei ng none, this concludes the
busi ness before the Commttee on
Streets and Services. Thank you
very nmuch for your attendance.

(Committee on Streets
and Services concl uded at

4:15 p.m)
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