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COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Good afternoon. |
note that the hour has cone to
begin today's Conmittee on Law and
Gover nnent heari ng.

Clerk, wll you please
call the roll to take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance wl|
pl ease indicate that you are
present when your nanme is call ed.

THE CLERK:

Counci | menber Bass.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Brooks.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber O Nei l | .

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Her e.
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THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Present.

THE CLERK: Chair
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Present.

THE CLERK: Al so joining
us today is Council nenber Gaut hier.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. A quorum
of the Commttee is present and
this hearing is now called to
order. This is the public hearing
of the Commttee on Law and
Gover nment regardi ng Resol uti on No.
241090.

Clerk, wll you please

read the title of the bills and the
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title of the resol ution.

THE CLERK: Resol ution
No. 241090, authorizing the
Comm ttee on Law and Governnent to
hol d heari ngs expl ori ng
Phi | adel phi a' s readi ness and
commtnent to protecting i nmgrant,
LEGBTQ+ and ot her marginalized
communi ties in advance of the
I npendi ng Trunp Adm ni stration.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Before |
ask the Cerk to call the first
panel, 1'd |like to recognize the
presence of one of ny partners in
progress, Representative Joe
Hohenstein, who we wll hear from
| ater in one of our panels.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you for being
here. | know | saw you. Thank
you, my partner.

| would now like to
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recogni ze the sponsor of the
resol ution, Council menber Rue
Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you so nmuch, Chair Gl nore
Ri char dson.

And t hank you all for
bei ng here today on what is such an
i nportant day. Today we gat her as
the Commttee of Law and Governnent
for a hearing, the subject of which
wei ghs heavily on ny heart and |
know t he hearts of so many who are
here today.

We're here today because
our City's facing a crisis with the
new Presidential admnistration
determ ned to roll back the hard-
fought rights and protections of
I mm grants, LGBTQ+ individuals and
so many ot her marginalized
conmuni ti es.

Today is not just

anot her policy discussion. It's
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also a collective call to defend
the dignity, safety and very

exi stence of those who too often
have been pushed to the edges of
society. Philadel phia, a city
built on the old idea of liberty
and justice for all, nust unite to
conbat what ever the com ng nonths
and years may bri ng.

Qur hearing today is
about equi ppi ng ourselves | egally,
truthfully and conpassionately to
stand up for our nei ghbors when
powerful forces would rather turn a
blind eye to their struggles. As
we confront the realities of
President Trunp's return to the
White House, | want to speak
pl ai nl y about what this nonent
means for us as a city.

In these | ast 48 hours,
we have wi tnessed a wave of
executive orders, orders that

threaten to turn away vul nerabl e
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peopl e who | ook to Anerica for
hope, orders that seek to gut the
| egal protections enbraced by
LA&BTQ+ Phi | adel phi ans, that
di sregard the very existence of
transgender and nonbi nary
identities and shatter famlies
t hrough border crackdowns and an
attenpt to end birthright
citizenship, orders that aimto
muzzl e the voi ces advocating for
equity and justice frominside
federal agencies and underm ne
heal th protections for those who
nost need them

For many in our city,
immgrant famlies seeking safety,
transgender fol ks struggling for
affirmati on, | owincome Bl ack and
Brown communities already carrying
the wei ght of system c injustice,
peopl e who saw their reproductive
rights vulnerable in 2022, these

new directives are not nerely
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headl i nes. They are |ived
ni ght mar es.

They' re the deep and
constant fear of being torn from
| oved ones, left without critical
services or forced back into a
cl oset we fought so hard to escape.
They are painful rem nders that for
too |l ong voices of hatred, racism
sexi sm honophobi a, transphobia and
xenophobi a have sought to drown out
our fight for equity and dignity.

But |l et ne be clear,
this hearing is not about soci al
engi neering. It is about preparing
ourselves to shield our neighbors
and | oved ones fromharm to defend
the marginalized and to uphold the
prom se that Philadelphiais a
pl ace where all are wel cone, al
are valued and all have the right
to thrive. W are here to save
lives and to nake sure Phil adel phi a

remai ns a beacon of fairness for
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all.

Today we will hear from
comuni ty nmenbers, sone who
immgrated to the United States and
found refuge in Philadel phia, sone
who have fought tirelessly for
LABTQ+ equity, sone who bear scars
fromracial discrimnation, sone
who have seen their right to health
care slowy stripped away and al
of whom have reason to fear the new
wave of policies comng from
Washi ngt on.

These stories may be
heart br eaki ng, but they rem nd us
that our work is urgent, that our
prom se to protect civil rights and
liberties nust be nade tangible
through real policy and a readi ness
to defend that policy in the
courts, on the streets and in our
hones.

As part of this urgent

work, we wll also hear fromthe

Page 9

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Law and Gover nnent
01/ 22/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

dedi cated nonprofit | eaders,
servi ce providers and grassroots
organi zers who stand on the front
lines of these fights every single
day. Their testinonies wll
provi de firsthand perspective on
what our communities need right
now, whether it's |egal aid,
shelter, health services or sinply
a gui di ng hand through a systemtoo
often stacked agai nst them

These voices wll help
us chart a course forward that is
both bold in its anmbition and
firmy rooted in the lived
experi ences of those nost at risk.
Phi | adel phi a has al ways been at its
best when we stand together agai nst
I njustice. Fromgrassroots
organi zers to faith | eaders, from
nonprofits on the ground to allies
at every level of Gty governnent,
our strength lies in our unity and

in the days ahead we will need that
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strengt h.

Let us renmenber we are
the Gty of Brotherly Love and
Sisterly Affection and, as |I'd like
to add, Sibling Solidarity. That
is not just a notto. It's a noral
i nperative we have a responsibility
to protect and enpower our
communi ties and that work begins
here in this roomwth our
coll ective commtnent to justice.

Thank you all for being
here and for |ending your voices to
this cause. | know these are
trying tinmes, but we gather in
solidarity and hope. W gather to
reaffirmthat Philadel phia working
together will continue to be a
beacon for those seeking safety,
equality and dignity.

Wth that, | |ook
forward to hearing from our
speakers today as they share their

testinonies. May their words

Page 11

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Law and Gover nnent
01/ 22/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

remnd us why we fight and whom we
fight for. May they nove us to
action and nay we | eave here united
In our determ nation to ensure that
no matter what happens in
Washi ngt on, Phil adel phia's heart
will remain open and our prom se of
justice unbroken. Thank you very
much.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so much, Council menber Landau.
Thank you for your work on this
resol ution and on today's hearing.
W know that hate has no honme here
i n Phil adel phia and unity is our
strength. So thank you very nuch
for your work.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Brooks for remarks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you so nmuch, Majority Leader.

Good norning. And |
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want to start by thanking
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau for

hol ding this inportant Committee
hearing. For nonths ny col | eagues
and | have rai sed questions about
what steps the Gty is taking to
prepare for an incomng Trunp

Admi ni strati on.

W' ve raised these
guesti ons because our constituents
are concerned based on what they're
seeing and hearing fromthe City.
Many of those groups raising
concerns are here wth us today,
and | want to thank themfor their
| eader shi p.

" m hopi ng today we can
get clarity on sone of the
preparation the Parker
Adm ni stration has taken. To be
clear, | don't know the chall enges
of a new Trunp Adm nistration may
bring to the city of Phil adel phi a

and we don't know if he's going to
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continue to divide communities

agai nst each other so his

adm ni stration can |line the pockets
of billionaires or will he make
good on his prom ses to worKking-

cl ass peopl e, but that does not
mean that we shoul d not be ready.

We can judge hi m by what
he has done. \What we saw during
hi s i nauguration gave us a few
hints on what to expect. President
Trunp has surrounded hinself wth
the richest nen in the world trying
to scurry personal favors while he
si gned executive orders targeting
i mm grants, transgender fol ks,
| abor rights and enpowering those
sanme billionaires.

We al ready saw how our
own | egi sl ative process was
corrupted by billionaires during
the arena fight. The threat of
Trunp is also the threat of an

oligarchy. Qur city has to get
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prepared for this reality.

|"mopen to working with
anyone, but that does not nean we
have to conprom se our values. |
am cl ear-eyed that the Trunp
Adm ni stration represents threats
to many peopl e in Phil adel phi a.
However, my biggest concern is our
own preparedness, particularly
given the lack of information we've
heard com ng fromthe
Adm ni stration regarding their
approach to Trunp. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you and t hank
you so nuch, Vice-Chair Brooks.

Prior to continuing, are
there any other nenbers of the
Comm ttee or any nenbers present
who wi sh to be recogni zed?

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Madam Chair.
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| wanted to start by
t hanki ng Counci | renber Rue Landau
for hosting this very inportant
di scussion. This is very persona
for me. Not only do | represent a
district that is hone to many, many
diverse immgrants fromall over
the world, nmy own nother inmm grated
to ny district along with her
famly. And if that didn't happen,
| wouldn't be ne and | wouldn't be
her e.

And | think that our
I mm grant community as well as our
LABTQ+ community deserves to know
what the City is doing to protect
them And noreover, | think that
Phi | adel phi ans, whether they're
i mm grants or LGBTQ+ nenbers of the
community, deserve to know that the
Cty has their back, right.

And so, | think this is
a really inmportant discussion and

I"'mexcited to listen in. And
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t hank you agai n, Council nenber
Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much, Counci |l menber Gaut hi er.

Clerk, wll you please
call the first panel we have to
testify on Resolution No. 241090.

And prior to calling
Panel 1, the Chair recognizes the
presence of Council menber C ndy
Bass. |In addition to that, |
wanted to state for the record that
we do have anot her hearing
scheduled for 1 o' clock today for
our Legislative Oversight
Commttee. So | do appreciate all
of you who have submtted witten
testinony i n advance.

And if you have
submtted witten testinony, | ask
that you summari ze your testinony
because we want to hear from each

of you. And thus far, |I'm ] ooking
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at a list of 53 people. GCkay. So
we ask that you sunmmarize your
testinony. W appreciate your
presence here.

And the Cerk will now
call the first panel we have to
testify on Resolution No. 241090.

THE CLERK: W/ | Renee
Garcia, Dr. Jayne Banks, Keisha
Hudson and Bob Li stenbee, please
make your way to the desk.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
all so very nmuch for being here.
We appreciate your presence this
norning. |'d ask that you take
your seats at the witness table.
If you could state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

CITY SOLI C TOR GARCI A:

Good norni ng, Madam Chair and
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nenbers of the Commttee. M nane
is Renee Garcia, Gty Solicitor,
testifying on Resol ution 241090,
exploring the readi ness and
commtnent to protecting our

i mm grant, LGBTQ+ and ot her

mar gi nal i zed communiti es.

Today | will not engage
in |l egal analysis of hypothetical
situations nor will | breach the
attorney-client privilege that
protects this Council and the
Adm ni stration. However, | can
speak to the relevant |aws and
orders already in place.

Foundati onal | y,

Phi | adel phi a has strong | aws

agai nst di scrimnation, nanely the
Fair Practices ordi nance which
protects persons from adverse
actions and enpl oynent, housing or
in a place of public accommbdati on
on the basis of race, ethnicity,

col or, sex, reproductive health
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aut onony, sexual orientation,

gender identity, religion, national
origin, ancestry, age, disability,
marital status, source of incone,
famlial status, genetic

i nformation or donestic or sexual
violence victimstatus. |It's quite
alist. As you know, the ordi nance
is enforced by the Phil adel phia
Conmm ssion on Human Rel ati ons.

In addition, two
executive orders related to
immgration status were enacted in
prior adm nistrations and remain in
effect. Executive Order 0809
ensures access to all Gty services
regardl ess of inmmgration status
and prohibits Cty enployees from
aski ng peopl e about their
I mm gration status unl ess required
to provide that service.

Executive Order 0516
affirnms that Philadel phia will only

honor federal judicial warrants,
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not detainer requests, from

I mm gration enforcenent agencies.
In the area of reproductive
freedom you recall that severa
bills were passed in 2022 by fol ks
here today.

Bill No. 220664 anended
the Fair Practices ordinance to
protect reproductive health
autonony. Bill No. 220665 provides
health care providers with a right
of private action to countersue
abusive litigants. And Bill No.
220656 prohi bits the disclosure of
reproductive health care
i nformation for the purposes of
abusive litigation or harassnent.
As you know, the Commonweal t h
protects abortions up to 24 weeks.
There are a |l ot of caveats to that,
but we still have 24 weeks.

My office remains
commtted to enforcing these | aws

and continuing to support, uplift
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and protect all persons within the
border of our city. Thank you and
I will now take questions.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you, Madam
Solicitor. W're going to hear
fromthe rest of Panel 1 and then
we will take questions for the
entirety of Panel 1 at that tine.
Thank you.

DR. BANKS: Good
nor ni ng, Council mnenbers. M nane
is Dr. Jaynme Banks and | serve as
the Chief of Student Support
Services for the School District of
Phi | adel phia. |'mhere today with
nmy colleague Dr. Natalie Neree as
Chi ef of Special Education and
Di verse Learners, who will also
speak with you in a nonent.

Thank you for the
opportunity to provide testinony on
t he School District of

Phi | adel phia's policies and
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procedures designed to support
LGBTQ+ i ndi vidual s and i nm grant
famlies. The District has
consistently denonstrated its
commtnent to fostering equity,
i nclusion and safety for all
students and staff.

Thi s testinony
hi ghli ghts the proactive neasures
and policies the District has
I npl emented to ensure that LGBTQ+
i ndividual s and imm grant famlies
are protected, respected and
supported in their pursuit of
educati onal success and persona
wel | - bei ng.

Qur commtnent to equity
and inclusion is shown through the
School District of Phil adel phi a.
LEBTQ+ students and staff face
uni que chal | enges that can i npact
their academ c and pr of essi onal
experiences. The District is

dedi cated to fostering environnents
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where all these individuals
regardl ess of sexual orientation,
gender identity and gender
expression feel valued, respected
and support ed.

W' ve instituted the
follow ng policies and practices:
One, non-discrimnation policies.
The District strictly prohibits
di scrim nation, harassnent and
bul | yi ng based on sexual
orientation, gender identity and
gender expression. This is
outlined in our conprehensive
non-di scrim nation policies,

i ncl uding Policies 103, 248, 249
and 252 ensuring that LGBTQ+
students and staff are protected.

In 2024 the District
revi sed our adm nistrative
procedures for Policy 252. These
revisions were done in
col l aboration with stakehol ders,

f eedback from students serving on
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our GSA Advisory. Additionally, we
have a cross-col |l aborative work
group to plan events and ot her
supports for students as well.

This includes offices across the
District as well as partners |ike
Big Brothers and Big Sisters.

In terms of affirmng
gender identity, we have Policy 252
which is entitled, Transgender and
Gender Non-conform ng Students,
whi ch al l ows students to use their
chosen nane and pronouns in schoo
records, classroons and
communi cations. |In addition,
students are supported in using
facilities and participating in
prograns that are aligned with
their gender identity.

In ternms of professional
devel opnent, staff receive ongoi ng
training to enhance their ability
to support LGBTQ+ students, address

bi ases and foster inclusive
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cl assroons with a focus on trauna-
i nformed approaches and cul tural
responsi ve practices. Professional
devel opnent i s provi ded as-needed
and supported by the Ofice of
Student Rights and Responsibilities
and our Ofice of Diversity, Equity
and | ncl usi on.
I n August 2023, school
| eaders, clinmate managers received
training on policies and procedures
foll owed by counselors also in
Decenber 2023. School
psychol ogi sts were al so just
trained in 2024. These sessions
covered the policy review, actions
to address violations and
strategies to inprove
I npl ementation wthin our schools.
In ternms of systens of
supports, the District offers
resources such as L@BTQ+ student
cl ubs, gender and sexuality

al l'i ances, GSAs, counseling
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services, partnerships wth
comuni ty organi zati ons i ncl udi ng,
but not limted to, Big Brothers
Big Sisters, Mazzoni Center

(i naudi bl e) to ensure that students
and fam lies have access to
necessary supports.

Currently the District
has 104 GSAs, including those in
m ddl e schools as well as high
schools. This spring the District
will hold its third annual GSA
Summit, an opportunity for students
to cone together for a day of
| earning community. Every year we
al so partner with Big Brothers and
Big Sisters to hold a |arge Pride
event .

Engaging famlies and
communities is very inportant and
with this we collaborate with
st akehol ders that pronote
awar eness, advocate for LGBTQ+

rights and provide education on the
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I nportance of inclusivity. The
District has recently hired an
LGBTQ+ coordinator, who will begin
February 7th to hel p support and
grow t he nunber of GSAs we have and
really just continue to push this
wor k further.

Wi | e progress has been
made, the District remai ns focused
on continuously inproving access
and resources to the students. And
in conclusion, the School D strict
of Phil adel phia is steadfast in its
commtnent to creating a safe,

i ncl usi ve and equitabl e envi ronnent
for LGBTQ+ students and staff and
communi ty nenbers.

These policies and
practices are vital to ensuring
that every student can thrive and
contribute fully to their schoo
community. So thank you for the
opportunity to share this testinony

and I'mconfident that through
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continued col | aboration and
advocacy we can further advance
equity, inclusion for LGBTQ+

I ndi vidual s in our schools.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very nmuch for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony. Are you also from
the District?

DR NEREE: Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Thank you.

DR. NEREE. Good
norning. My nanme is Dr. Natalie
Neree. | serve as the Chief of
Speci al Education and Diverse
Learners for the School District of
Phi | adel phia. |1'mhere today to
di scuss our District's ongoi ng
commtnent to creating safe and
wel com ng spaces for all students

regardl ess of imm gration status.
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This commtnent is a
shared value as reflected in the
Board of Education's Wl com ng
Sanctuary Schools resol ution, which
we adopted in June 2021. | want to
note that on January 20, 2025
Presi dent Trunp signed a nunber of
executive orders.

The District is
anal yzi ng these executive orders
and will make any needed revisions
to gui dance and toolkits to ensure
that accurate and up-to-date
information is being shared with
our conmunity.

Today we' ve devel oped --
t oget her we' ve devel oped cl ear
gui del i nes and comuni cati on
protocols for our school staff.
These protocols outline howto
respond to I mmgration and Custons
Enforcenent, |ICE, agents on schoo
grounds and ensure all District

enpl oyees have the necessary
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trai ning and resources.

W' ve established a
clear policy our staff, volunteers
and contractors wll not inquire
about imm gration status unless
required by law as a way to protect
our students' privacy. Any request
fromI|CE for student information or
access to our property will be
i mediately referred to the Ofice
of General Counsel to ensure
conpliance with the | aw and pr ot ect
our students' rights. This policy
has been shared with principals and
will be trained wth school staff,
continued training.

W' ve devel oped a
conpr ehensi ve i nmm grant refugee
tool kit to guide staff on handling
i mm gration-rel ated concerns.

W' re al so providing ongoing
pr of essi onal devel opnent for
teachers, adm nistrators and ot her

school personnel on how to respond
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to immgration enforcenent actions.

We have conduct ed
training for school staff,
specifically at our principal's
neeting | ast week about steps to
take if | CE agents request access
to a school, and those steps
i ncl ude i mredi ately notifying the
O fice of General Counsel
obt ai ni ng docunentation fromthe
agent such as subpoena or warrant
which is clained to authorize
access to school s.

We have created a
detail ed energency response plan to
saf eguard the enotional, physical
and wel | - bei ng of our students who
may be affected by federal
i mm gration and enf orcenent
actions. This plan provides
conveni ng safety team neetings at
all schools and havi ng cl ear
protocols for providing any

i nstances of | CE presence near
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school s.

We understand the
I nportance of conmunity engagenent.
We're actively involving parents,
teachers, conmunity organi zations
i n devel opi ng and refining our
i mm gration response plan, ensuring
their voices are heard throughout
the process. W're conmtted to
keeping our famlies inforned.

A letter outlining our
policies resources is being drafted
by our commruni cation teamand w | |
be shared soon. W' re encouraging
all famlies to update their
enmer gency contact information for
student pickup. W' re devel oping
an easy-to-use resource for
famlies that sunmmari ze our
policies. |It's a condensed version
of the 2016 toolkit.

Staff wll receive
ongoi ng training through

Power School and asynchr onous
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| earni ng nodul es. Addi tionally,

our school - based bilingua
counsel i ng assistance will continue
to provide support for nulti-
lingual famlies and share

resour ces.

We understand that many
students nay not be aware of their
own or their famly's immgration
status. This is a sensitive issue
and we're commtted to handling it
wi th conpassi on and di scretion. By
wor ki ng col | aboratively, we can
ensure that all of our students
feel safe, supported and welcone in
our schools. Thank you for your
tinme.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much for your presence and for
your testinony.

W will take the I ast
two witnesses for this panel and

then we will address any questions
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we have for this panel.

I'"d also like to
recogni ze the presence of Katayun
Jaffari, who's the Chairperson of
t he Phil adel phia Bar Associ ati on.
Thank you too for your presence.

Ckay. Pl ease state your
nanme for the record and proceed
wi th your testinony.

CH EF DEFENDER HUDSON:
Ckay. Good norni ng, Chai rwoman
G I nore Richardson and Vi ce-Chair
Brooks and Council nenbers. | want
to thank Council nenber Landau for
i ntroducing this resolution and for
the opportunity to present to the
Commi ttee the current | egal
servi ces the Defender provides to
clients facing inmgration
consequences.

| want to conpare and
contrast the Defender Association's
current staffing with that of other

maj or cities in other public
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def ender agencies. Wile we do not
have the imm grati on popul ati on or
non-citizen popul ation of a big
city like New York Cty, we do have
a sizable non-citizen and
i mm gration population here in
Phi | adel phi a.

The | egal aid of New
York City has an 80-nmenber
I mm grant defense unit. At the
Def ender Associ ati on of
Phi | adel phia we, currently in
partnership with the Nationality
Services Center who you will hear
fromtoday, have two part-tine
i mm gration attorneys and one
mtigation specialist. And those
two part-tinme immgration attorneys
and our mtigation specialist work
with our clients to help them
understand the inmgration
consequences of their invol venent
with the crimnal |egal system

Just a bit about the
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current work that we do. The
servi ces are funded by the PAIFUP
grant, which is the Pennsyl vani a
immgrant Famly Unity Project,
which is a grant that is $500,000 a
year, and that grant allows us to
provi de the services we currently
provi de at the Defender Association
in partnership with NSC

PAI FUP provi des | egal
aid to people detained by |ICE who
have ties to Philadel phia. The
program uses a universa
representati on nodel to assi st
el igible individuals regardl ess of
case strength. Since 2019, PAlI FUP
has growmn fromthree to five full-
tinme attorneys at NFC representing
213 individual s.

But despite this
progress, 65 percent of the 102, 000
cases in Philadel phia I mmgration
Court since 2019 have not had | egal

representation. That's 65 percent
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of peopl e went unrepresented.
Representation nmatters as we know.
39 percent of PAIFUP clients with
conpl eted cases were allowed to
stay in the United States versus
only 19 percent of those who were
unr epr esent ed.

Representation | eads to
stronger, nore stable conmunities.
45 percent of detained clients were
rel eased and reunited with their
famlies, and | egal representation
allows our clients to raise valid
defenses. 70 percent apply for
relief wth 80 percent pursuing
protection-based clains |ike
asyl um

Qur plan at the Defender
Associ ation, again with the support
of NSC and other partners, is to
expand the services we currently
provide and take a larger role in
PAIFUP. W do plan this year to

create for the first tine at the
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Def ender Associ ation an Inmgration
Defense Unit with a staffing
proposal of 13 nenbers, which would
i nclude two | egal fellows. The
expansi on would allow us to better
support an estimated 50, 000 peopl e
i n Phil adel phia who are at risk of
deportati on.

W want to create this
unit because it will be a
centralized nodel which would
streanl i ne services, prevent
duplication and i nprove efficiency
and outcones for our clients. W
are proposing to absorb the PAIFUP
fundi ng, which is again $500, 000
per year. But we are going to be
requesting an additional $800, 000
fromthe Cty to be able to create
this unit and staff up to represent
the clients we need to represent.

I n concl usion, as
federal policies change nore

chal l enge do |ie ahead. |nvesting

Page 39

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Law and Gover nnent
01/ 22/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

I n expanded | egal services wll
ensure we can respond effectively
and protect Phil adel phians. The
time to act is nowto prepare for
upcom ng shifts and provide the
necessary support.

One further comment. As
Counci | mrembers know, the Def ender
Associ ation does have a Child
Advocacy Unit where we represent
chil dren i ndependency. And just
want to highlight that we are
having clients who are very young,
as young as 5 years old, who are at
risk of deportation. And so, we
plan to al so have soneone on staff
who can work specifically wth
dependent children. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you. Thank you
very much for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with

your testinony.

Page 40

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Law and Gover nnent
01/ 22/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

MR. LI STENBEE: Yes,
pl ease. M nane is Bob Listenbee.
I'"'m First Assistant D strict
Attorney for DA Larry Krasner. |
t hank you for the opportunity to
present testinony here this
nmorning. The DA's Ofice is
commtted to fair and just
prosecution of the |laws of the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a.

We are aware that
Presi dent Donald Trunp prom sed
during his canpaign that if he were
el ected he woul d engage in a
process of nmss deportation of
non-citizen inmgrants. Shortly
after he was inaugurated this past
Monday, he signed several executive
orders designed to begin the
process.

Wil e we have not had an
opportunity to thoroughly exam ne
each of those executive orders,

there are two things that are clear
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to us. These policies regarding
mass deportation are anti-public
safety and they are also anti -
famly.

During the first Trunmp
Admi ni stration, |CE enforcenent
policies changed fromtargeting
non-citizens convicted of serious
violent crimes to targeting al
undocunented i mm grants regardl ess
of crimnal history. W'd like to
exam ne how we think these policies
are going to inpact us.

First of all, there are
many i mm grants who are victins of
crinmes, especially serious violent
crimes. Sonetines they're
suspi cious of the crimnal justice
system based upon their experiences
back in their country of origin.
Sonme of themare just generally
di strustful |aw enforcenent. Based
upon our experiences, we've seen

this.
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W are aware that al so
because of Trunp Adm ni stration
policies during the first Trunp
Adm ni stration, |ICE enforcenent in
and around the courthouse
di scourage victins, discourage
victinse fromcomng down to the
courthouse to protect their rights.

It al so discourages --

t hose policies al so discourage

W tnesses. It's inportant to
recogni ze that w thout victins
com ng down to the courthouse to
enforce their rights, it's

I npossible to go forward with nmany
of the cases that we have.

There are some cases we
can try with video and there's al
ki nds of video opportunities
avail able and with other forensics,
but many cases require that victins
be present, so they're discouraged
and we think that this is inportant

for us to recogni ze.
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W wi |l support all
victins in any way that we possibly
can through the District Attorney's
Ofice. W have a VictimWtness
Unit. Their nunber is
215- 686-8027. That's 215-686-8027
and al so can be reached online at
da. vi cti nservi ces@hi | a. gov.

That's da. victinservi ces@bhil a. gov.

We al so anticipate that
there are many w tnesses who w ||
be di scouraged or their
participation chilled because of
| CE around the courthouse. So
again, we're fearful that we wll
not be able to put sone of these
cases on because of that. Again,
our victimw tness coordinators are
avai l abl e to support these
wi t nesses and we will do everything
we can to nmake sure that these
cases are prosecuted.

Anot her area which

peopl e do not normally think about,
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whi ch is defendants. There are
sonme noncitizen inmmgrants charged
with very serious violent crines
against U S citizens. |If they are
deported fromour country before
prosecution is conpleted and before
they serve their sentences, this
will be a major injustice to U S
citizens.

So we are going to do
everything we can to coordi nate and
make sure that these noncitizen
i mm grants who are charged with
serious violent crines are
prosecuted here in the city and
county of Phil adel phia and al so
that the victinms and w tnesses
i nvol ved w Il have an opportunity
to go forward.

In addition, we know
that these policies of nass
deportation, as was comrented upon
earlier, are anti-famly. W

recogni ze that many i nm grant
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famlies do not -- the young people
don't know whether their parents
are non-citizens or not or don't
know their inmmgration status.
Sonetinmes the non-citizen
immgrants don't know their actua

| egal status as well, so they get
caught up. And nmany of themend up
bei ng deport ed.

You're going to have
famlies where the nother or the
not her and father or the father are
going to be deported | eaving their
children here to fend for
thensel ves and to try and work
t hrough the traumas that they
experi ence being separated from
their famlies and the traunma they
wi Il be experiencing as they're set
adrift in the child care systens
that we have here in our country.

Now, | know we do our
best to nake sure our child care

systens work, but it's stil
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difficult for a child without his
or her famly there present to be
successful in our society w thout
sonebody there cheering for them
conti nuously.

| want to stress one
other fact. W are aware that
Pennsylvania is a sovereign state.
The laws of the United States do
not allow the President of the
United States to pardon people who
are found guilty under the | aws of
Pennsyl vania. The DA wants to be
clear that if those people who were
par doned by the President cone back
to the city and county of
Phi | adel phi a and engage in any ki nd
of crimnal activity, those people
in particular but anyone who does
that, is going to be prosecuted to
the full extent of the law. And
al so, they're not going to be able
to be pardoned by the President of

the United States.
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This office has strongly
supported not only immgrants but
the LABTQ conmunity in nunerous
prosecuti ons, been involved in
nuner ous press conferences where
we' ve di scussed these issues and
we' ve tal ked about the prosecutions
i nvolving the LGBTQ comunity. W
will continue to do that
Vi gor ousl y.

I f there are new
policies that we need to develop in
order to support both imm grants
and the LGBTQ conmunity, we will do
so. Also, the DAis involved in
expl ori ng ot her options about what
we can do. |I'monly here to talk
about the beginning of the process
three days after the President has
been i naugurated. There wll be
nore. This DA is intent upon using
all the powers that he has as a
district attorney to protect our

community and also to enforce the
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| aws. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very nmuch for your testinony, and
t hank you so nmuch to Panel 1.

The Chair will now
recogni ze Counci |l menbers for
guestions starting with
Counci | renmber Rue Landau, and then
Vi ce- Chair Brooks.

COUNCI L\WOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you. Sone of what | wanted
to say were just comments to you.
| do have one question that wl|
cone up, but | wanted to just
bet ween the School District and the
Def ender Associ ation, DA's Ofice,
t hank you for your thoroughness,
your conmm tnment and especially to
the School District for your deep
pl anni ng that you have done for
protecting famlies in
Phi | adel phi a.

W can't predict
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everything that is going to happen
and to cone at us. This is

absol utely heartbreaking to hear
fromyou guys right now, but to
know t hat you've thought it out and
to know that you're comng up with
the best plan possible is really
very conforting for those of us who
still all of our heads are

Spi nni ng.

Al so to DA Listenbee, |
wanted to -- or District Attorney
Li stenbee, | wanted to say what you
tal ked about with the chilling
effect on victins and w t nesses,
when | ran the Cty's Commi ssion on
Human Rel ations, | worked very
closely with then Deputy
Comm ssi oner Bethel, who is now our
Pol i ce Comm ssioner thankfully. It
was very simlar to what he always
said. He and | went through going
through the first Trunp

Adm ni stration.
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He al ways said he was so
concerned about the chilling effect
on victins and wi tnesses and t hat
we have to have such clear
gui delines fromthe Cty of
Phi | adel phi a about being able to
protect people to the greatest
extent of the law so that they w ||
conme forward and help us with
overall safety for all of our
communities. So again, thank you
guys so much.

| did have a question
for Gty Solicitor Garcia. |
wanted to ask, you tal ked about our
executive orders, our strong
executive orders here in
Phi | adel phia, 809 and particularly
516. And | wanted you just for
everybody here and everybody who's
listening give us a little bit nore
I nformati on about those so people
know what the |aws are that are in

pl ace.
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Il wll say again as the
former PCHR head | appreciated your
coments on our strong anti -

di scrim nation policies here in

Phi | adel phia that protect people
not only through the City

gover nnent but through private

enpl oyers, housing providers and
all places of public accommobdati on.
So pl ease, the executive orders.
Thank you so nuch.

CI TY SOLI Cl TOR GARCI A:
Thank you for the question. [|'ll
start wth 0516, which is the
det ai ner executive order. Under
federal lawthe -- I'mgoing to
just call themICE. |ICE has the
ability to send what's called a
detai ner request, and I'll tell you
exactly how that plays out.

So if we are holding
soneone in our prison and we are
about to rel ease that person, they

can send a request for us to hold
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that person. W do not honor
det ai ner requests and under the | aw
we do not have to honor detainer
requests. W honor judici al
warrants, and that is the case

whet her a warrant cones from | CE or
the state of New Jersey or the
county of Delaware or the country
of Brazil. And that is across the
boar d.

So we may get a request,
but we will decline to honor that
request. And if that person is
free to go, they are free to go.
But if they do show up with a
judicially-signed warrant, we do
honor that warrant. |Is that clear?
Any ot her questions on --

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:

Yes.

CI TY SOLI Cl TOR GARCI A:
Ckay. 0809, so this has been in
pl ace for now | think we nust be

going on 16 years that this has

Page 53

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Law and Gover nnent
01/ 22/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

been in place. So the executive
order reads that Gty services,
whi ch include fire and police
servi ces, honel ess services, nental
heal th services, child protective
services, they are afforded to
those within our borders, and not
only residents within our borders
but if a tourist calls the police,
they are afforded those services as
wel | .

We do not col |l ect
I mmgration status unl ess the
particul ar service requires that
status. And sitting here today,
it's a question that | have that
["mrunning down with ny office
because there may be a few things
in the space of federal housing
benefits or other federal benefits
where we need that information.

For the vast mpjority of
our services we do not need that

i nformati on, we do not collect that
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information. There's also a
confidentiality clause within the
EO that if we do have that
i nformati on for whatever reason we
do need it, we are not to disclose
it under this executive order.
Now, there nmay be a subpoena. W
do have to honor judicially-signed
subpoenas the sanme as warrants.
But for the nost part going on 16
years now, we haven't collected it
and we haven't shared the
information. Does that answer all
your questions?

COUNCI LMOVAN LANDAU: |t
does. Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
Counci | menber Landau.

The Chair now recogni zes
Vi ce- Chair Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you so nmuch, Solicitor. |

have a bunch of questions just to
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put on the record and sone you may
have an answer to and sone |'m okay
to have themin witing.

CI TY SCLI Cl TOR GARCI A:
Ckay.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
You know how we do.

CI TY SOLI Cl TOR GARCI A:
["I'l try to take notes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
The first question, the Trunp
Adm ni stration represents a
significant threat to the people in
Phi | adel phi a across an array of
communities. Yet the key
adm ni strative positions to defend
t hese comunities remain unfilled.

So since Novenber the
Ofice of LABTQ+ Affairs have
| acked a Director. There's no
Director of Labor and there's no
permanent Director for the
Depart nent of Behavior, Health and

Intellectual Disability Services
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and the Ofice of Sustainability
and there's no Director for the
Ofice of Immgrant Affairs. How
can we be prepared for the Trunp
Adm ni strati on when sone of these
key positions are unfilled?
|'"'mgoing to just run
t hrough the questions --
CITY SOLI C TOR GARCI A:
Go ahead.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Al right. And then the next one,
has the Admi nistration net directly
with the Trunp Admi nistration and
are there things that have been
di scussed that m ght be hel pful to
Council? Are there policies the
City is considering changi ng based
on executive orders passed or of
any of Trunp's upcomng priorities?
And sone of the
guesti ons Counci | menber Landau
asked. M question to that is when

can we expect the information to be
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shared with Council about the
policies you nentioned? And |'m
pretty sure there are many nore
ot her than what Council nenber
Landau asked.

And has the City | ooked
at relevant information in the
executive action and when can we
expect sonething nore concrete
about the Cty's approach -- well,
the Adm nistration's approach to
sonme of the things that are
currently in action? And that's
all for the Adm nistration. |

think I just wanted to get that on

the --

CITY SOLI C TOR GARCI A:
Ckay. I'Il hit as nmuch as | can
and then you can help ne fill in.

For the Adm nistration we do have a
nunber of offices that have interim
di rectors or conmm ssioners. |

personal ly know we are interview ng

for all of those positions. But if
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you want particul ar updates on any
of them then you can reach out to
LEBTQ Affairs.

For the Trunp
Adm ni stration, any neetings that
the Mayor has had I will also send
that to the Mayor's team who's here
today and she can brief Council as
to that. The executive orders that
are here have been here for a very
long tinme. |f you have particular
questions as to how they function
wi thin the police departnent or
t hroughout the GCty, we're happy to
do a deep dive.

But what | read was what
the executive orders say, so
they're not separate policies that
" mreading. Happy to dive deeper
into any of these. You can contact
ny office or the Mayor's office or
you can talk to police, right.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:

Yeah. So part of that is just
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we'll get phone calls and | just
want ny staff or staff across
Council to be better prepared of
what is the Gty's policy around
that. And if there's existing
policy, that's fine. But is
anyt hi ng goi ng to be changing or do
we need to beef up things because
of this new Adm nistration that's
far nore prepared than they were
| ast time?

CITY SOLI C TOR GARCI A:
Yep. So I wll circulate the
executive order so that everybody
has themin top of their box. And
if your staff wants to talk nore
deeply, |I'mhappy to do it. Happy
to get the police on the call to
di ve deep into | ogistics because |
live up here, not down in the weeds
of the police departnent.

Are things changi ng?
Right now this is what is in place.

The Mayor is, as she said, |aser-
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focused on safer, cleaner, greener
access to econom c opportunity for
all. She has been clear that that
is for everybody wthin the CGty's
borders, whether they are
descendants of WIIiam Penn or
stopping by to see the Liberty
Bel I .

A l ot of executive
orders cane out yesterday, dozens
and dozens, and of course ny office
IS reviewing. As we do with any
Adm ni stration, as we do with
anyt hing that cones fromthe
Commonweal th, fromthe federal
governnent, froma court, ny office
Is set up to do this. W do this
all day every day. What applies to
the Gty of Philadel phia, what is
| egal, what is not |legal, what are
chal | enges we can bring, all day
every day.

So | cannot speak today

as to what changes will be made.
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That is a conversation that | would
have in privilege anyway. But |
can tell you that we are going

t hrough every single one, including
that really long |ist of executive
orders that were repeal ed by the
Trunp Adm nistration, and the |i st
is very, very |long.

But I want you to be
sure that we are working on it, we
are working with our partners on it
and nore information wll cone
forthcom ng at the appropriate tine
if we do see sonething that affects
the city of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you.

CITY SOLI C TOR GARCI A:
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:

And that's it for the
Adm ni strati on.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE

RI CHARDSON: Thank you. And just
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for the record, if you could

di ssem nate that to the Commttee
and then also to Council President
for dissemnation to the body.

CITY SOLI C TOR GARCI A:
Absol ut el y.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Thank you, Madam
Solicitor.

|'d also like to
recogni ze Counci |l nenber Bass for
guesti ons.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

And t hank you for being
here today. And so, just to sort
of piggyback on sone of the other
questions that were asked, ny
guestions are very simlar. But |
just wanted to say that it seens as
if your offices will really be at
the forefront of everything that's
happening. You all will likely in

nmy opi nion be the nost affected,
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the ones who are on the front |ine
dealing with these issues on a much
nore regul ar basis than many

ot hers.

And so, | think that the
first thing as we | ook at
prioritizing how do we protect
mar gi nal i zed communities, | think
the first thing that we have to do
is look at the upcom ng budget, and
I don't know what kind of budget
requests, | heard Ms. Defender
Hudson's request, what your nunber
is likely going to be which seens
very, very reasonable to ne and
probably in my opinion should
probably be even hi gher.

But 1'd like to get a
sense of in ternms of your budget
requests are they reflective of the
changes because you'll be on those
front lines? Are they reflective
of what it is you actually need to

be able to do this job?
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MR LI STENBEE: Madam
Counci | person, ours is not at the
present tine. The DA has plans to
do other things than | have
menti oned today. He is exploring
those options, in fact, with other
district attorneys both within the
Commonweal th and outside to see
what we can do collectively to
address sonme of these issues.

So | won't know really
what the budgetary concerns are
going to be until after he's had a
chance to work closely with sone of
the other |aw enforcenment officers.
He does pl an other things though.

I just want to be clear about that.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: |
woul d just add sone urgency only
because we're al nost in February,

t he budget starts in March. W're
here. Nowis the tinme to ask, and
| know the Admi nistration is

probably not, you know, they
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probably have a sense of where they
want to be with all of these
things. But | think that again if
you're going to be asking, now s
the time to put in your request so
that we can fully support what it
is that you're hoping to be able to
do to address these issues, because
again it's going to be at your
doorstep on a nmuch nore regul ar
basis than it's going to be on
anybody el se's door st ep.

CITY SOLI C TOR GARCI A:
And |'Ill add, Council nmenber, thank
you for the question, we are
wor ki ng on our budget requests. W
did anticipate that this may be
comng. W anticipate 2026 to be
very busy, but all of our work is
very busy. W have a very
anbi ti ous Mayor and a very
anbi tious Council, so we are
wor ki ng through all of that.

But | also want you to
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know t hat we've received a | ot of
support fromthe community, pro
bono counsel. W have a nati onal
network of different nonprofits
that help us. W have a network of
city attorneys throughout the
country. So there are other
supports in place and we do expect
to continue to receive that support
ongoi ng, and that wasn't just in
the Trunp Adm nistration. That's
t hroughout any Admi ni stration that
network is in place.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Super. The other question | had
was around resources, again because
| feel that you all are the nost
effective. Are you going to be
wor ki ng together to provide
resources or to informus as to
i nformation that we can give to our
constituents when they cone agai nst
federal action for inmmgration

enforcenment or LGBTQ i ssues or for
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African Anmericans around diversity,
equity and inclusion issues?

|s there any sort of
wor ki ng toget her, working group,
anyt hing that we can count on to
get additional information fromyou
all to help guide us since you're
going to be seeing so nuch of
what's going to be happeni ng?

CI TY SOLI Cl TOR GARCI A:
Yes, of course. We will all be
wor ki ng together. W talk to the
District Attorney's Ofice, the
Def ender's and the School District
all the tinme on a nunber of
matters. We will be working
t oget her but working with everybody
in this roomtoo, and |I'msure
we'll hear a | ot about the support
that they will offer and the
concerns that they have. But of
course we will work together, as we
al ways do, as we al ways do.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  So
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you know what, and let ne just for
the sake of clarity because | know
you all work together, but | guess
what |'msaying is that we, |
think, would like to see sonething
fromyou all together collectively
that will help guide us in our
di rection and our operations from
what you are seeing on a regular
basi s.

CITY SOLI C TOR GARCI A:
Yes, and we appreciate that
support. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you,
Counci | menber Bass.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Chairworman G | nore
Ri char dson.

| just have a quick
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guestion that | want us to see if
you can be able to provide the
public with a vivid understanding
of how the School District and al so
the Cty of Phil adel phia's Law
Departnent will respond to
sonething. 1'll try to give a
gl ari ng exanpl e so peopl e can
under st and sonet hi ng.
Say, for instance, one
day School X in Phil adel phia is
i medi ate -- |ike, sonehow there is
a raid by I1CE workers that go into
School X in the city of
Phi | adel phi a because the Trunp
Adm ni stration has decided that
they want to at that point
literally take children out of
school that day and deport them
How wi | | the School
Di strict of Phil adel phia respond to
peopl e knocki ng on school doors and
trying to take children? |If that

was to happen, what is that
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response plan and how are teachers
and adm ni strators going to respond
if araid were to happen tonorrow
by the Trunp Adm nistration?

DR. NEREE: Thank you
for your question. W have
protocols in place. Currently we
are working with our Ofice of
General Counsel and we will be
working with all of our
st akehol ders, certainly partnering
with you so that we can answer and
respond appropriately and
imediately if that situation were
to occur.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you. So how soon do you
think the School District will have
an adequate response to sonething
of that nature? Because it could
happen on Friday, it could happen
tonorrow, it could happen next
week. The way this Adm nistration

is acting they're ready to go with
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no plan, just full throttle just go
to work. How soon can we probably

get this response? It seens pretty
ur gent.

DR. NEREE: Currently we
have a response and our response,
all school personnel know to
contact our O fice of General
Counsel, and our O fice of Genera
Counsel is working with our Gty
| eaders on how to respond. So
right now as of today it is for al
school nenbers or school staff to
contact the office, obtain the
docunmentation and wait for further
di recti on.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
kay. 1'Il take that as a
response.

Thank you, Chairwoman.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. And
lastly, we'll recognize Vice-Chair

Br ooks before we go on to Panel 2.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Al'l right. Thank you so nuch.
First, I wanted to kind of off ny
col | eague' s question, actually I
was t hanking the School District of
Phi | adel phia because | realized in
our norning neeting today you guys
canme pretty prepared, so | wanted
to thank you for at |east having a
pl an about what shoul d happen.
Even ny questions, they had a
decent answer initially, so thank
you so nuch. And they told ne that
you guys woul d be here, so |
appreci ate that.

And al so, Chief
Def ender, | really do appreciate
you comng into this hearing with
your budget requests ready and
prepared for what's next. That
gives ne a little solace to what's
goi ng to happen next, so | thank
you for that.

And | want to lean into
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the District Attorney's experience
when Trunp was previously in
office. Your office received
frequent criticisns fromthe
federal enpl oyees with Trunp ties.
What is your office's advice of
what the Cty should expect?

MR. LI STENBEE:

Counci | menber Brooks, could you
el aborate a little bit on your
question so that | can attenpt to
answer it?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  So
what are you guys expecting based
on previous experience and the
direct attack on our District
Attorney fromthe Trunp
Adm ni stration? Wat are you
expecting currently as we nove
forward into a new Trunp
Admi ni stration?

MR LI STENBEE: Wel |,

t here have been attacks on our

District Attorney from Presi dent
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Trunp as of two days ago. | nean,
| heard himon T.V. when he was
referring to what we do not do
here. He alleged that we do not
prosecut e people who conmt
hom ci des, which is totally untrue.
There are going to be nore attacks.

In terms of our specific
response, |'d have to actually say
the DA is planning but he does not
at this point in tinme two days
after the adm nistrati on began want
to declare that because he's
wor king to develop his plan, but he
has been working on it for a while
so it's not new.

| don't know exactly
what it's going to be. If I did, I
woul d share it with you. But |
know he's working and we did have
t hat conversati on.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
And ny other question: Wat is the

District Attorney's position on the
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Paris Agreenent? And have there
been any di scussi ons between the
District Attorney's Ofice and the
Mayor's OFfice regarding this
policy?

MR. LI STENBEE: Not t hat
[''m awar e of.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
kay. WII you commt to keeping a
di al ogue with immgrant rights
groups |like the Nationa
I mMm gration Law Center and | oca
grassroots organi zations to
under stand the best practices and
access to resource guides on
potential threats to inm grant
famlies?

MR LI STENBEE: Yes,
Madam Counci | person, we wll. And
not only that, we have an
immgration |awer on our staff.
W' ve had one since this
Adm ni stration began in 2018. In

addi ti on, we have a person who
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supervi ses that |awer, who began
as our immgration | awer and has
been recogni zed t hroughout the
Commonweal t h of Pennsylvania this
year by the Pennsyl vani a Bar

Associ ation and received the Lawyer
of the Year award. So we have been
doing working diligently in this
area and we will continue in the
future.

Specifics in terns of
our working with other groups, we
will be nore than willing to share
with you at a future tinme or if
you' d |ike us to comruni cate that
in witing, we're nore than wlling
to do that. But we do work
col l aboratively with inmmgration
groups across the Commonweal th and
we wll do so in the future because
it has been the aspiration of this
District Attorney to begin this
whol e area of practice which did

not exist before we arrived here in
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2018.

He' s been adamant about
it and he's confronted anyone who
got in the way. | think we've
handl ed over a thousand cases
i nvol ving issues according to the
i nformati on that was provided to ne
by that imm gration | awer just
yest er day.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you.

Are there any additi onal
guestions for Panel 17?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seei ng none,
thank you all very nmuch for being
here today and thank you for your
testi nony.

WIl the derk please
now cal | Panel 2.

THE CLERK: WI | Vanessa
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Stine, Harper Seldin and Evel yn
Mangol d pl ease nmake your way to the
desk.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you Panel 2 for
your presence as you approach the
witness table. W'Il ask that you
state your nanes for the record and
then proceed with your testinony.
And if you could please summari ze
your testinony as nuch as possible.
W want to get through Panel 2, 3
and 4 so that we can hear fromthe
addi ti onal w tnesses who have
signed up to testify today. Thank
you.

M5. STINE: Good
norni ng, everyone. M/ nane is
Vanessa Stine and |'m a senior
staff attorney with the Anerican
G vil Liberties Union or ACLU of

Pennsyl vani a where | |ead the
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organi zations's immagrant rights
wor k.

| began working at the
ACLU in 2018 at the height of the
first Trunp administration's
attacks on Phil adel phia and
wi t nessed the incredible power of
our collective efforts to stand in
solidarity with inm grant
communi ti es.

My testinony today is
going to focus on the current
Phi | adel phi a policies, how they
work in practice, howthey're
| egal |y sound and how previ ous
attenpts to deny funding were
defeated and failed in federal
courts across the country. | know
the current policies were discussed
by the first panel, but | just want
to touch on thembriefly.

The first executive
order, which is commonly called the

| CE Hol ds policy, is about ICE
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det ai ner hold requests that are
sent by ICE to local jails or other
| aw enf orcenent agencies to detain
sonebody for an additional 48 hours
after their rel ease date.

These hol d requests are
not nmandatory and the executive
order nakes it clear that people in
Phi | adel phi a custody may not be
detai ned solely on an | CE detai ner,
ICE hold. And I'"'mgoing to talk
about |ater why that's inportant
for the Gty to maintain that
policy.

The second policy is
about prohibiting City officials
general ly from aski ng about
I mmgration status or having police
take inmm gration status into
consi deration. There's also a
third policy that's a police
menor andum whi ch i s Menorandum
0106, which prohibits police

of ficers fromsharing confidentia
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i nformati on about people who are
I mm grants except under limted
ci rcunst ances.

| want to talk briefly
about how these policies work. But
before that, | just want to
acknow edge that these policies are
often referred to as sanctuary
policies, but that |abel is
m sl eadi ng. Phil adel phia's current
policies do not create sanctuary
fromfederal inmmgration
enforcenment. |CE regularly arrests
and det ai ns peopl e in Phil adel phi a,
i ncluding after the adoption of
these policies, right. These
policies date back to 2006 and the
| atest one is from 2016. And I CE
presumably will continue to operate
and arrest people here in
Phi | adel phi a.

Wil e they don't prevent
immgration arrests, the policies

play an inportant role in
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protecting Phil adel phia residents
and safeguarding the Cty from
liability fromflawed inmmgration
enforcenent operations. They're a
commonsense approach to | ocal
governance for several reasons:

First, they recogni ze
the inportance of having trust
anong i mm grant communities so the
imm grants feel safe to seek Gty
services, including fromloca
agenci es that enforce
di scrim nation and | abor | aws,
victim services and public health
centers.

Second, these policies
are fiscally smart because they
prioritize scarce City resources to
focus on | ocal governance and | eave
federal imm gration enforcenent up
to the federal governnment where it
squarely belongs. And finally,
these policies are grounded in a

bedrock constitutional principle,
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the Fourth Amendnent.

The Fourth Anmendnent
prohi bits unreasonabl e detention by
the governnent. Phil adel phia's
power to detain people rests on its
power to enforce crimnal |aws.
When | CE sends a hol d request,
they're effectively asking
Phi | adel phia to detain soneone for
no legitimte basis, as
Phi | adel phi a has no i ndependent
authority to enforce federal
i mmgration | aw

So the Gty is nerely
asking ICEto conply with the
Fourth Anendnent and produce a
judicial warrant, which is sensible
because it follows the |law.  But
al so because failing to do so can
expose the city to liability.
Courts have repeatedly recogni zed
that state and |l ocal officials can
be held |iable for detaining people

pursuant to | CE hold requests
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because they are nerely requests.
Meani ng, they need not be foll owed.

Phi | adel phi a's ot her
policies that | nentioned, which
limt Gty enployees about making
immgration inquiries and sharing
information are al so i nportant
because it ensures that Cty
enpl oyees stay in their |ane and
don't go beyond their expertise.
It's not the job of City workers to
I nvestigate a person's inmmgration
st at us.

And when t hat happens,
It erodes trust between inmm grant
communi ties and those | ocal
agencies. It also can expose | ocal
agencies to liability, whether that
be for racial profiling or other
viol ati ons which violates the
Constitution's core prom ses of
equal protection under the | aw and
t he Fourth Amendnent.

As many of you are
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aware, the Gty of Phil adel phia
sued the federal governnent when
former Attorney Ceneral Jeff
Sessions attenpted to deny federal
funding to cities whose policies
protected i mm grant comrunities by
refusing to detain people on I CE
hol ds.

That litigation resulted
in avictory for the Gty. The
Third Grcuit affirmed the District
Court's permanent injunction
barring the federal governnent from
wi t hhol ding funding in this manner
and finding that it had been
unl awful I y i nposed.

And the Third Grcuit's
not alone. Courts across the
country for the nost part agreed.
And just to summarize, these are
| ong-standing policies. These are
policies that have been in place
for sone of them for over a decade.

And they nake sense not only froma
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fiscal standpoint, but al so because
it helps ensure that the Gty is
not exposed to financial liability
due to potential civil rights

vi ol ati ons for honoring, anong

ot her things, |CE holds.

And so, we really, you
know, the ACLU of Pennsyl vani a
urges the City to continue to stand
firminits commtnent to being a
Fourth Amendnent and wel com ng
city. Those are what these
policies do. That is who the
Cty -- it's who the Gty has said
that we are and we shoul d stand
firmin that.

And we al so wel cone
further discussion about ways that
policies could be strengthened or
added to provide further protection
and make it clear that it's not the
job of local authorities to engage
in federal immgration enforcenent.

Thank you.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

MR, SELDIN. Thank you
for the opportunity to address the
Commttee today. M name is Harper
Seldin. |I'"ma Senior Staff
Attorney at the National ACLU s
LA&BTQ and H'V Project. Today I
wi || be addressing potentia
threats to LGBTQ+ civil rights over
the next four years and how the
Nati onal ACLU along with its
affiliates |ike the ACLU
Pennsyl vania will be working to
protect our communities.

In the past few years,
there's been an enornous spike in
| egi sl ative attacks on the LGBTQ
community with a specific focus on

transgender individuals. In 2023
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and 2024, there were over a

t housand anti-LGBTQ bills proposed
I n statehouses across the country.
137 of those bills becane | aw on
that two-year period. Thankfully
i n Pennsyl vani a of the nine

di scrimnatory bills proposed in
Harri sburg over that two-year

peri od, none becane |aw. But the
threats to the LGBTQ community
conti nue.

The 2024 el ection cycle
denonstrated how politicians wll
denoni ze transgender people to
stoke fear and enhance their own
power by eroding | egal norns and
civil rights protections. The goal
of these attacks is to renove
transgender people fromall wal ks
of public and civic life. The sane
politicians banni ng books and
banni ng abortions are trying to
force transgender people out of our

communi ti es, our schools and our
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wor kpl aces.
At the ACLU we
anticipate that the kinds of

attacks we have seen at the state

|l evel will now be replicated at the
federal level. For exanple, we
anticipate there will be efforts to

restrict health care for
transgender people of all ages, to
prohi bit schools from bei ng open
and inclusive for all students
regardl ess of their gender or
sexual orientation, to exclude
transgender people frompublic
restroons, to nmake it nore
difficult for transgender people to
obtain identity docunents that
reflect their gender, to strip
nedi cal |y necessary health care
from transgender people who are

i ncarcerated and to prevent
transgender people fromserving in
the mlitary. These are all part

and parcel of broader attacks on

Page 90

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Law and Gover nnent
01/ 22/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

the LGBTQ community and gender
non-conformty.

The politicians and
activists bringing these attacks
are using their belief that the
general public is unconfortable
Wi th transgender people as an
opening to limt |egal protections
and opportunities for all wonen,
peopl e of color and i nm grants.

The ACLU and its
affiliates are prepared to neet
t hese attacks wherever they happen,
but litigation is not the only way
to keep our conmunities safe and
wel com ng for all people. Local
governnent in collaboration with
comuni ty organi zers can do a great
deal to protect LGEBTQ communities.

For exanpl e, robust
enf orcenment of non-discrimnation
ordi nances denonstrates that LGBTQ
peopl e are part of our comunity

and that treating us unequally is
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an affront to everyone's dignity.
Fundi ng of and support for
conmuni ty organi zations, especially
those that provide health care
housi ng and enpl oynent
opportunities for LGBTQ people, can
mtigate the harns that may cone
from decreasi ng support fromthe
federal governnent.

Also crucial to
protecting LGBTQ people in
Phi | adel phia w Il be Phil adel phi a
governnent officials' commtnent to
uphol di ng both the U S.
Constitution and the Pennsyl vani a
Constitution. There nay be tines
when there is pressure, both
internal and external, to abridge
the rights of disfavored mnorities
under the guise of public safety.

The strongest bul wark
agai nst unconstitutional directives
is a commtnent at every |level of

governnent to protecting the civil
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rights and |iberties of every
singl e Philadel phian. It is not
enough to say that Philadel phia is
a safe place for transgender
people. |If transgender people
cannot go to work school and public
pl aces wi thout fear of harassnent
or discrimnation fromtheir fell ow
Phi | adel phi ans or gover nnent
officials, then we have all fail ed.
Attacks on trans people
are part of a larger effort to
return to rigid rules for how nen
and wonen can be in society, to
erode civil rights protections and
to give the governnent an ever-
I ncreasing role in personal
deci si ons about our bodies and our
health care. Qur country and our
comuni ty depend on the freedom of
all people to be thensel ves w t hout
fear. An attack on one group is an
attack on us all.

W can fight for the
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future we and all famlies deserve
by pushi ng back agai nst these
attacks and all efforts to push
peopl e into the shadows because of
who they are, who they |ove or
where they're from Thank you
again for the opportunity to
address the Conm ttee about the
threats to the LGBTQ community and
transgender peopl e in Phil adel phi a.

The ACLU s commitnent is
to protecting civil liberties and
how Phi | adel phia can protect all of
its residents. | will welcone the
Comm ttee's questions.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
for your testinony.

We' I | now hear from our
| ast witness for Panel 2 and then
we' || address any questions we have
for the panel at that tine.

M5. MANGOLD: Good

nor ni ng, Counci |l nenbers. MW nane
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iIs Evelyn Mangold. [|'ma | awer
with a Master's degree of Public
Health. I'mcurrently a | ega
fellow at the Wonen's Law Proj ect.
Thank you for the opportunity to
testify today.

Founded in 1974, Wnen's
Law Project is proudly a state-
based public interest |egal
organi zation that uses inpact
litigation, policy advocacy, direct
| egal assi stance and conmunity
education to advance and defend
gender justice in Pennsylvania and
beyond.

Thr ough our advocacy, we
have a deep understandi ng of the
i nterplay between the federal,
state and | ocal governnents and an
intimate insight into the gap
between the legal right to abortion
and access to that care in
Pennsyl vani a.

First, I'dlike to
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clearly state that abortion is
still legal and available in the
Commonweal t h t hrough 23 weeks
gestation. However, conpared to
ot her freedom states abortion in
Pennsylvania is heavily restricted.
These restrictions include a
mandat ory waiting period, a
parental consent |aw and a
statutory ban on Medicaid coverage
of abortion.

In addition, there are
everyday | ogistical and financi al
barriers such as arranging in
payi ng for child care,
transportation and travel. These
harnful barriers disproportionately
affect lowincone famlies, people
of col or and young peopl e.

Pennsyl vani a and
Phi | adel phia is well-positioned to
expand abortion access and to
resi st anti-abortion outreach, but

we need everyone's participation.
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We urge you to advocate for state
| egislation to elimnate abortion
restrictions. Specifically, we
encourage you to join us in
supporting legislation to elimnate
Pennsyl vani a' s anti quat ed
physi cian-only law, elimnate
Pennsyl vani a' s harnful parental
consent | aw and to enact
| egi slation that seeks to protect
our private health data fromanti -
abortion data collection.

In addition, we urge the
City of Philadel phia to enact or
anend policies to explicitly center
young people. W know the anti -
abortion novenent targets
mar gi nal i zed communi ti es and
| everages sexi sm racism and
econom c scarcity to advance their
agenda of forced pregnancy and
child birth. But we nust also
acknow edge and under stand how t he

anti-abortion novenent specifically
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targets young nenbers of our
Phi | adel phia conmunity starting at
11 years ol d.

Per haps the bi ggest
obst acl e faced by young
Phi | adel phi ans seeki ng reproductive
health care is the |lack of access
to accurate information about
sexual and reproductive health and
their rights.

Wi | e avoi di ng
unregul ated crisis pregnancy
centers, the anti-abortion crisis
pregnancy center industry has
testified in the Pennsyl vani a
Capi tol about pronoting a version
of anti-abortion sex education in
Pennsyl vani a schools. The scope of
this operation renmai ns unknown.

These strategic efforts
to target young people with
I deol ogi cal content instead of
evi dence-based informati on are

enhanced by anti-abortion
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| awmakers, who have consistently
opposed efforts to inplenent
age- appropri ate, evidence-based
sexual education in Pennsylvania
school s.

W urge the Gty of
Phi | adel phia to pronote an
educati on canpai gn to ensure young
peopl e know their rights,
understand the | aw and are aware of
safe, confidential ways to seek
accurate and conprehensi ve care.

In addition to
l egislation, it's critical to
nmonitor the state courts. At
Wnen's Law Project, we are
strategically working to build
state, |legal and constitutional
power to protect Pennsylvani ans and
nore specifically Philadel phians
fromthis regressive federa
gover nnent .

Last year in Al egheny
Reproductive Health Center v. DHS,
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we earned a victory in the Suprene
Court of Pennsyl vani a that
revitalized the Pennsyl vani a Equal
Ri ghts Amendnent of 1971. In this
case, the justices overruled a

1985 precedent that inappropriately
restricted the ERA fromapplying to
| aws that treat nen and wonen
differently when justified by
sex-| i nked physi cal

characteristics, such as the
capacity to becone pregnant.

This 1985 ruling greatly
weakened ERA. After all,
reproductive capacity has
historically been the rationale for
vicious sex discrimnation. Wth
this case overturned and our ERA
restored to its intended power, the
justices declared abortion
restrictions presunptively
unconstitutional in Pennsylvania.

Next nmonth we'll be back

in Cormonweal th Court where Wonen's
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Law Project will argue
Pennsyl vani a's statutory ban on
Medi cai d coverage of abortion is
unconstitutional. At Wnen's Law
Project and in the legal field, we
like to call Pennsylvania an
opportunity state, because we
believe there's opportunity to
expand reproductive rights and
access by elimnating politically
manuf actured barriers to accessing
care, even under a hostile Trunp
Admi ni strati on.

However, progress wl |
not happen on its own. W nust be
active, intentional and unwaveri ng
in our efforts to create neani ngful
change. W nust ensure advocacy
centers the individuals nost
vul nerable to system c inequities.
Young people, inmgrants, LGBTQ+
i ndi vidual s and those living in
poverty. Thank you for your tine

and care about this critical i1ssue.
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COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
Panel 2 for your testinony and
t hank each of you for being here
t oday.

| now recogni ze ny
col | eagues for any questions for
Panel 2.

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI LMOVAN LANDAU: |
just want to thank you all so much.
Knowi ng that we have your brilliant
| egal m nds and organi zati ons
behind us in Philadelphiais really
conforting at this tinme.

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
all for being here, and thank you
for the informati on you share on
soci al nedia that we can also share
wi th our constituents. So thank
you very, very nuch

WIIl the Cerk please
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now cal | Panel 3.

THE CLERK: Nancy
Nguyen, Reverend Josephys Dafils
and Eri ka Guadal upe Nunez.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you all so nuch
for being here. As you approach
the witness table, we w il ask that
you state your nanes for the record
and then proceed with your
testi nony.

Ckay. Pl ease state your
name for the record and proceed
wi th your testinony.

M5. NGUYEN: Hi. MW
nanme i s Nancy Nguyen. Thank you,
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau, for
inviting me to speak. | amthe
Co-executive Director as well as
the Director of our Community
Def ense program at VietlLead, a

gr assr oot s- based buil di ng
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organi zati on working with

Vi et nanese and Sout heast Asi an
communities in the Geater

Phi | adel phia area as well as in
Sout h Jer sey.

Since 2017, VietlLead has
supported individuals in our
community who face | CE detention
and deportation for old crimnal
convi ctions for which they have
al ready served their tinme. These
convictions could be 5, 10, 20
years ol d, but they are rem nded at
each I CE check-in in how precarious
their lives are made by both our
immgration and crimnal |egal
| aws.

Qur popul ation today in
Philly nunbers around 30, 000
Vi et nanese, Canbodi an and Lao. The
Vi et nanmese comunity remains the
third | argest Asian community in
this county, but it's not possible

to tal k about the current state of
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Sout heast Asi an detention and
deportation without talking about
the conditions we were net with
upon arriving here after the end of
the U S. wars in Southeast Asia in
t he 1980s.

Tens of thousands of
Vi et and Sout heast Asian refugees
were resettled in Philadelphia to a
city and a country that was not
ready to receive them W arrived
to the U S. at a period of
political change. Then President
Reagan was ushering in a neoliberal
era where wars abroad woul d be
recast donestically as war on
drugs, the war on crine and the war
on poverty at home, a slate of
raci st policy objectives ainmed at
Bl ack and Brown conmmunities
resulting in severe cuts to soci al
prograns, housing and wel fare.

Unknow ngly, Sout heast

Asi an refugees had | eft one
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battl efield and entered another,
and the school -to-prison-to-
deportation pipeline was carefully
curated fromthe 1980s onward and
cemented in the md-1990s with the
passage of the Illegal Immgration
Ref orm and | mm grant Responsibility
Act of 1996 which would tie
together the crimnal |egal and
i mmgration systens until today.

These nyriad of | aws,
whi ch today we understand as havi ng
created the |l argest prison
popul ation in the world, where 1 in
3 Black nen, 1 in 5 Hispanic nen
are inprisoned currently in the
U.S., has created conditions where
Sout heast Asi an refugees are one of
the communi ties nost vul nerabl e and
targeted for detention and
deportati on today.

| want to nane a few
stories here because too often when

we hear about our conmunity in the
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news, when we hear about crimnals
and i mm grants and refugees, it's
too easy to forget who these people
are. They are fathers and uncles
and cousins, essential workers

busi ness owners and above all

Phi | adel phi ans.

Sereyrath One Van was
pi cked up and detained by ICE in
August 2024 for an old drug
conviction after being rel eased by
ICE in the sane year despite having
an open U visa application, and
according to ICE s own policy,
shoul d not have been det ai ned.

Wing( ph) was al so
recently granted a notion to reopen
his case and yet |CE continues to
hold himuntil today. He has spent
si x mont hs at Moshannon, and he
woul d ot herwi se be working at his
brot her's mechanic shop in North
Philly.

Pheng Seng, who we
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| aunched a national pardon's
canpaign for is a known community
| eader, fornerly the President of
t he Sout heast Asian Vendors

Associ ation at FDR Park, is also
under threat for a crinme he served
his tinme for 20 years ago. He's a
father of two teens and is
currently a busi ness owner of
Unrivaled on 7th Street in South
Philly.

Zhu Bi k Chu(ph) who
today is nearly 70 years old has
faced deportation for an old
robbery conviction up until weeks
bef ore Novenmber when Gover nor
Shapiro granted hima pardon. The
pardon provided himrelief from
| ongtine fear of being separated
fromhis famly, but now his green
card is in linbo under this new
adm nistration. He is the father
of a Drexel graduate, has been a

kitchen cook for a restaurant in
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Chi natown for the last two decades
and is a | oving husband.

What we need to hear
fromCty |leadership is a
resoundi ng and absol ute and cl ear
articulation of our values as a
city that we will not be bullied by
the federal governnent and that our
city is not going to allow I CE
raids across the city stoking fear
and creating chaos.

We're heartened to hear
the requests for nore funding,
specifically for immgration | egal
defense. Just wanting to nane that
the majority of the folks that we
work wi th when they were convicted
of their crimes in the '90s and the
2000s, for exanple, had no
immgration | egal representation
and due to that, find thenselves in
the current situation that they do
today. So we join with other

organi zati ons here and around the
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city to fight for increased
uni versal |egal representation. It
woul d have prevented our fol ks from
being in the pipeline that they're
in today. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much for your testinony.

| f you could state your
nane for the record and proceed
Wi th your testinony.

MS. GUADALUPE NUNEZ:
Good norning, everyone. M nane is
Eri ka Guadal upe Nunez and | amthe
Executive Director of Juntos, a
Latine immgrant rights
organi zation in South Phil adel phi a.
For over 20 years we fought agai nst
t he disinvestnent, crimnalization,
detenti on and deportation of our
peopl e.

Today |'mhere to
address the School District of

Phi |l adel phia's failure to fully
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I npl enment sanctuary schools and the
serious consequences this has for
our community. Qur Sanctuary
School s Canpai gn energed in
response to a | ack of

responsi veness by the District
around the 2020 detention of a
pregnant newconer nother who was
det ai ned outside of her child's
school in South Phil adel phi a.

When Juntos | aunched our
canpai gn in 2021, we succeeded in
passi ng the wel com ng Sanctuary
School s resol ution which called for
district-wide training for al
staff on nmanagi ng | CE presence, a
district-wi de raid response
protocol and a comunity
partnership table. However, to
this day none of these proposed
measur es have been fully
I npl ement ed, | eaving our community
even nore vul nerable than we were

five years ago.
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Addi tionally, the
Di strict has cut inportant
comuni ty supports for inmm grant
and newconer students, nost
not ably, renoving the nmulti-Iingual
assessnent center, the only office
tasked with screening and pl aci ng
newconer yout h.

Juntos is a place where
communi ty menbers come during the
har dest nonents of their I|ives.
Through our casework, troubling
patterns have energed, highlighting
rights violations within Philly
public schools such as gaps in
| anguage access and i nadequate
support for newconers.

After a newconer
I mm grant youth was threatened with
deportation by his school
principal, Juntos supported the
famly through the year of 2022 and
won a settlenent in 2023. This

settlenent required nore training,
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a review of the District's bullying
and harassnent policies and
quarterly meeting with us

t hroughout 2024 to design a nore
conpr ehensi ve newconer program

However, despite nonths
of attenpted coll aboration and
research, the District has fail ed
to nove forward with our
recommendati ons, |eaving us
unprepared to serve newconer youth
already in our city and those yet
to cone.

We are not alone in
this. Teachers in the District are
al so feeling the |ack of support.
In fall 2023, Juntos surveyed 152
school staff to track the progress
of the sanctuary school s
resolution. The results published
I n February 2024 were concerni ng.
Only 56 of respondents participated
in | CE-response training. 14

percent received training on using
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interpretation services. 19
recei ved newconer specific
t r ai ni ng.

Additionally, only 17 of
respondents believe they had enough
bili ngual counseling assistance in
their schools. And only 33 percent
felt that their schools were
equi pped to conmmunicate with
newconers and their famlies.

Yest erday Presi dent
Trunp rescinded the sensitive
| ocati ons nmeno, which had
previ ously prohibited | CE agents
from carrying out enforcenent
actions at sensitive |locations |ike
school s, hospitals and pl aces of
worship. This nmeno was neant to
protect vul nerable communities from
bei ng targeted in places where
peopl e shoul d feel safe.

However, as we saw with
the arrest of the nother outside of

her school or nore recently
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comunity arrests outside our own
courthouse, this policy even when
in place has not often been

foll owed. You can inmagi ne ny
concern, our conmunity's concern
and when we consider what this
means for us in the tine ahead.
And all the nore reason why |I'm
here right now on behal f of ny
comunity to heed to you to do al
you can to ensure the | ocal
sanctuary efforts we've built stand
firmfor the tinmes to cone.

City Council rmust commt
to ensuring that Phil adel phia
schools fully inplenent the
sanctuary school s resol uti on which
we passed four years ago, which was
al so endorsed by a Gty Counci
resol ution that sane year. Schools
are a pillar of our comunity.

Each and every one of them has the
power to ensure no child faces the

trauma of seeing a parent detained
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al one and that every famly has
access to critical know your-right
resources and a pathway to connect
with the diverse array of community
organi zations |ike Juntos.

As we continue to fight
for the establishnment of an
expanded newconer program we al so
call on the Gty Council to support
us when we begin visits to discuss
the funding we need to make this a
reality. R ght now our rough
estimates are of an estimated cost
of 2 mllion for two prograns in
Sout h and Nort heast Phil adel phi a,
each with 30 seats. For context,
right now there is no newconer
program for m ddl e school students
and there's not one in South
Phi | adel phi a.

Qur school s should be a
safe space and it's tine for bold
action. President Trunp has been

cl ear about his harnful policies.
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It's tinme for our city to be
equal ly clear, bold and
transformative in defendi ng our
community. Sanctuary for one is
sanctuary for all of us. Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much for your work, and thank
you for all of your work around the
School District issues.

W will take the I ast
wi tness for this panel and then
address any questions that we nay
have. Pl ease state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

DR. DAFILS: Good
norning. M nane is Reverend
Josephys Dafils. [|'mthe Executive
Director of Haitian American United
for Change. Good norning to all
City Council nenbers. Thank you,
City Council menber Rue, for putting
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this hearing together to hear about
the dire situation of immgrant and
ot her negl ected groups in

Phi | adel phi a.

During the | ast
presi dential debate, President
Donal d Trunp brought fake runors
about Haitians in Springfield,

Chio. He's saying that Haitians
are abducting and eating pets. He
prom sed to do | arge deportation in
Springfield, an accusation of
destroying the city.

Hai ti ans have been
attacked at the | ast presidential
debate. Parents kept their
children at hone because of fear of
physi cal attack. Haitians in
Phi | adel phia are dealing with the
fears they will be deported when he
becones President. Many Haitians
i n Phil adel phia are TPS hol ders.
You may tenporarily call Joe

Bi den' s program and undocunent ed.
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It is not clear if the
TPS will be given to Haitians
bef ore Joe Biden |left as President
and he didn't do it while he left.
Hai ti ans need the support of City
Council to ensure that they apply
for asylumto be protected from
| ar ge deportation prom sed by
Presi dent Donal d Trunp.

To file for asylum they
will need | awers to file. Both
require noney. Lawers are very
expensi ve, as you know. W need
funding to get this thing done now.
Hai tian American United for Change
has done the research. To start
t he process, between $1500 and
$2, 000 are needed per client.

After filing for that protection,
they will be able to find jobs or
keep their job. They will be able
also to pay for the rest of their
legal bills. They will be able to

pay rent, buy groceries and ot her
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necessities, and they wll pay tax
t 0o.

We al so need nore
Interpretation services at school s,
hospitals and City agencies. Most
of them do not speak English yet.
They do not receive required
servi ces because they don't
understand the | anguage. Haitian
American United for Change receive
many calls from other agencies for
Interpretation services while they
refuse or do not have funds to
provide interpretation services.

Funding i s needed to
provi de proper service is for
immgrant famlies. As an MK
state, the ultimte nmeasure of a
man i s not where you stand in
nmonent of confort or conveni ence
but where he stands at tinme of
chal | enge and controversy. Thank
you for your tinme. Thank you for

standing with us. W shall
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over cCone.

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so much, Reverend. Thank you for
your advocacy and your great work.
Just so unfortunate to hear those
remar ks several nonths back, and we
val ue our Haitian community here
and appreciate the work that we see
you doing all the tine. So thank
you very, very much.

Are there any questions
for Panel 3?

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Landau.

It's good to see you.

COUNCI LMOVAN LANDAU: |
want to -- | feel like I'mthanking
every panel, but | want you to know
what | heard specifically from what
all three of you said. Not only
did you root the struggles of your
comuni ties back into history and

raci st, sexist policies, xenophobic
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policies that were happening in the
city, including when your
communi ti es got here and through
now, but that we really need to
buttress our forces in order to
maki ng sure that we're fighting for
the future. But the historica
perspective is essential and thank
you for continuing to rem nd us of
t hat .

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
for your testinony.

WIl the Cerk please
call Panel 4.

THE CLERK: WI Il Joseph
Hohenstein, Julio Rodriguez and
Steven Larin please make your way
to the desk

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch for

bei ng here, State Representative
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Joe Hohenstein and to all the
panelists for Panel 4. W'd ask
that you state your nane for the
record and proceed with your
testi nony.

State Rep Joe
Hohenstein, we appreciate your
presence and we have you first for
Panel 4.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE
HOHENSTEIN: 1'11 allow ny pane
menbers to speak first.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Surely. Thank you.
Per your request, we will recognize
the first two witnesses and then
State Rep Hohenstein | ast.

So pl ease state your
name for the record and proceed
wi th your testinony.

MR RODRI GUEZ: Sure
thing. Good norning. M nane is
Julio Rodriguez and "'mw th the

Pennsyl vania I mm gration Coalition.
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First and forenost, thank you to
Counci | renber Landau for putting
toget her today's hearing, very
tinmely.

Over the last couple
days, | was just telling soneone,
it'"s only been three days and it
feels like it's been nmonths. [|'m
getting calls from people, what do
| do, I"'mscared, | don't want to
go hone, | don't want to go
anywhere el se because this is ny
hone now.

So today |'murging the
Cty Council to consider the four
followi ng things: Nunber one is to
fund the universal representation
program the Phil adel phia | mm grant
Famly Unity Project at 1.3
mllion. Nunber two is that the
City uphol ds and defends the I CE
Hol ds policy. Nunber three is to
ensure that the School District

fully inplenments the Sanctuary
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School resolution that Erika spoke
about. And nunber four is
supporting an Amendnent to the
endi ng the nedi cal deportation bil
that we're hopeful that
Counci | mrenber Harrity will be
i ntroduci ng this session, which
basically clarifies and makes the
bill stronger.

| want to start off ny
comments by just uplifting the
I mrense need for there to be | egal
representation. And I want to say
thank you to all of you for your
very specific questions because
when it cones to immgration, every
comma and period are super
inmportant. And I'll let the next
speaker talk in-depth about what's
happeni ng around | egal
representation but it nmakes a big
di fference.

I f the Laken Riley Act

passes, now nore than ever there's
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going to be a huge need, because if
sonmeone i s accused of stealing
sonet hing and they're an i nm grant,
whet her that's undocunented, DACA
or TPS, they coul d be detained

wi t hout bond.

There's been tines where
|'ve gone to Target and | forgot to
pay for sonething under the cart.
Sol'ma US. citizen. But if I'm
undocunented, | could be arrested
and then sent to detention which on
average here in Pennsylvania is
usual |y six nonths.

When we' re tal king about
uphol ding the | CE hol ds policy,
I've heard the sanme exact response
fromthe City Solicitor. And the
way that the comunity nenbers are
interpreting that response is that
is the ceiling and to us, that's
the floor. W need nore than just
we're going to followthis

executive order. The reason being

Page 126

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Law and Gover nnent
01/ 22/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

IS because there's a |l ot of things
that are com ng down the pipeline.

There's over 10, 649
peopl e that have tenporary
protected status in Pennsyl vani a,
and nine of those countries TPS is
going to end this year. So there's
a di scussion of, you know, the
Mayor wants a cl eaner, greener and
safer city, but that's only going
to be possible if there's people
her e.

There's over 240, 000
i mm grants here in Philadel phia, so
this is areally crucial issue,
especially because a | ot of the
kids here their parents could have
a mxed status. And the fina
thing that I'll say is just really
honing in on what one of the
previ ous speakers tal ked about
Is -- and thank you to the School
District.

They were one of the few
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governnent institutions that had
very specific responses, but it's

I nportant now nore than ever that
the Gty Council when they're
tal ki ng about the budget and the
appropriation that the School
District get, that they have the
fundi ng that they need to inplenent
the programthat Juntos is
advocating for. Overall we're
really thankful that the Gty
Counci| put this together and we

| ook forward to working with all of
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

MR, LARIN. Good
nor ni ng, Counci |l nenbers. |'m
Steven Larin. |'mthe Deputy

Director at the Nationalities
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Service Center. The Nationalities
Service Center is one of the

| argest providers of services to

I mm grants and refugees in

Phi | adel phia. W serve over 5,000
i ndi vi dual s each year from over 120
countries wth a variety of
services, from English cl asses,
preparation for the citizenship
test, job coaching pl acenent,
access to health services,

i mm gration | egal services, refugee
resettlenent and services to
victins of crine.

We find ourselves again
pl anni ng and i npl enenti ng responses
to punitive anti-inmmgrant policies
fromthe Trunp Adm nistration. The
Adm ni stration has proposed or
prom sed, threatened |arge-scale
detenti on, nmass deportation, has
suspended indefinitely the Refugee
Resettl enment Program and a | ong

| i st of other executive orders,
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al ready starting to make the
situation nore difficult closing
CBP One, nmaking applications for
asylum at the border virtually
non-exi stent at this point.

Al this is in addition
to actually increasing the nunber
of deportations. It's also an
attenpt to nake the conditions for
immgrants in the city so
difficult, in the country so
difficult that some will prefer to
sel f-deport, choose to | eave the
U.S. on their own instead of
staying and living in constant fear
of being suddenly torn away from
their famly and community.

Phi | adel phia needs to
st and agai nst these policies and
i npl enment wel com ng policies
because immgrants are vital
contributors to the well-being and
strength of our city. |In the nost

recent data from 2022 that Pew

Page 130

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Law and Gover nnent
01/ 22/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

publ i shed, sonme of the data on the
boards here in the roomtoday, we
know t hat nearly 16 percent --

imm grants are nearly 16 percent of
the city population. 1 out of
every 5 househol ds had at | east one
menber born abroad.

Non-citizens were 20
percent of enployed residents in
Phi | adel phia, and i mm grants nade
up about a third of all Gty
busi ness owners, way beyond their
representation in the popul ation.
| urge this Council to inplenent
policies that will live up to the
ideals of the City to be a city
that offers wel cone, refuge and
opportunity to all people, to
support services that wll help
keep fam lies together and continue
to grow the econom c growh and
devel opnment of this city.

Let me talk specifically

about sone of the steps our
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organi zation along with the
coalition a lot of the
organi zati ons here today are taking
to prepare the community to respond
to these. The day after the
Presidential election one of our
clients contacted us, and the
guestion was very direct, should I
still take nmy child to school, |I'm
scared of getting picked up, I'm
scared of being deported and
separated. These calls have only
I ncreased since that day and
particularly in the |ast couple of
days.

We realize that this
I ndi cates a growi ng community fear
and a need for information for the
comunity. So these coalitions of
| egal service providers, comunity-
based orgs are working to prepare
and continue to give know your-
rights presentations, particularly

what to do if ICE officers conme to
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your hone, stop you on the street,
in your car, to your workpl ace.

We're al so preparing
information for famly nenbers what
they could do once sonebody is
det ai ned, how they can find out
where the famly nenbers are and,
inmportantly, trying to train
non-i mm grant-specific attorneys to
represent clients, particularly in
bond hearings for those who are
det ai ned.

But as you've heard
earlier today frommny, we're also
trying to increase the nunber of
i mm gration attorneys representing
t hose who are detained or placed in
renmoval proceedings. As you heard,
the Gty supports currently the
PAI FUP project. It's a
col | aborative of nore than 20 | ocal
organi zations fighting for
uni versal representation.

W | aunched the pil ot
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project in 2019 with the idea of
showi ng That it woul d have benefits
to the residents of the city and to
try to expand it into the future.
We have to date represented over
200 Phi |l adel phia clients and the
proj ect has been successful.

Nati onwi de the success
rate for detai ned cases that go
unrepresented is 5 percent. The
success rate for detai ned PAl FUP
clients is nearly 40 percent. For
non- det ai ned peopl e nati onwi de 60
percent with | awers win their
cases conpared to only 17 percent
of those without a | awyer.
Representation matters. W
strongly urge the Council to
continue to increase the funding
for PAIFUP to defend our
Phi | adel phi a residents.

Next I'Il tal k about
refugee resettlenent. NSCis the

| ar gest refugee resettl enent agency
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in the region. And as you' ve heard
one of the executive orders, the
Presi dent has suspended
indefinitely the Refugee
Resett| enment Program

During his first term
refugee adm ssions went from
approxi mately 85, 000 during
Presi dent Cbama's | ast year to |ess
than 12,000 in 2020. Refugees who
have been waiting for years in
refugee canps will no | onger be
admtted and those here wll have
to wait nmuch longer to be reunited
with famly nenbers.

Just today we heard
10, 000 flights were cancel ed,
peopl e who al ready had perm ssion
to enter were canceled wth the
suspensi on of the Refugee program
W al so know t hat the Afghan
comunity, the Gty wel coned
Af ghans at our airport. After the

fall of Kabul many Afghans have
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resettled here, doubled in
popul ati on. Many are now, even

t hough they were allies in the U S
efforts in the war, are not going
to be reunited with their famly
menbers for a long tine as this
programis suspended.

There's al so services
that are provided to the refugees
who are already here and those
wi t hout funding, federal funding
for those prograns wll not be able
to continue. Additionally, we've
heard that the President just
I ssued anot her order essentially
trying to end humanitarian parole
for certain categories, certain
nationalities. W're talking about
Cubans, Haitians, Venezuel ans,

Ni caraguans. These are tenporary
relief measures that were issued to
i ndi vidual s who are suffering from
conflicts or natural disasters,

maki ng it unsafe for themto return
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to their honme countries. So if

t hese cone to an end, they wll be
returned possibly to very dangerous
situations.

NSC and ot her service
providers help famlies in this
situation to find housing, jobs and
to provide English cl asses,
orientation, cultural orientation
to being newto the city. Wth the
uncertainty of continued federa
fundi ng for these services, we urge
City Council to consider how to
expand support for these types of
services as well, for English
cl asses, job training, access to
t enporary housi ng.

The Gty did an amazing
job in response to bus inmmgrants
with a conbination of City agencies
and | ocal organizations. Scaling
that sort of effort would be
critical to responding to this.

And in all of this, |anguage access
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Is critical.

There have been big
strides in inproving |anguage
access for City services and City
agenci es, but we get too many calls
still talking about limted
interpretation at schools as you
heard earlier, at nedical and
behavi oral health services and
calling and not being able to
recei ve services in your own
| anguage and al so when interacting
with [ aw enforcenent.

So we ask the Council to
consi der expandi ng those services
and maki ng sure, as required under
the law, the agencies who have to
provi de these services actually do
when they're requested and when
t hey' re needed. Thank you very
much.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you

very nmuch for your testinony and
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for also giving us that historical
pi cture of the response from four
years ago. W thank you for being
her e.

Prior to recognizing our
col | eague State Representative Joe
Hohenstein, we recogni ze the
presence of Council menber Nicol as
O Rourke. W thank you very nuch
for being here. Wuld you like to
be recogni zed?

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
(Gestured).

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
for being here.

We'lI | now proceed with
the testinony from State Rep Joe
Hohenstein. Thank you for being
her e.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE
HOHENSTEI N:.  Good norni ng, and
thank you Chair Gl nore Ri chardson,

Counci | rembers Landau, Brooks, Bass
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and O Rourke. | appreciate your
bei ng here to hear ny testinony.

My nanme is Joe
Hohenstein. | amthe State
Representative for House District
177 here in Phil adel phia, and |I'm
here to speak on the inpact of the
changes in immgration | aw and
policy that are being inplenented
by the second Trunp Adm nistration.
My testinony is infornmed by nore
than 30 years of experience
representing immgrants, including
| eadi ng the 2017 litigation that
was anongst the earliest to
chal | enge the m sgui ded and
unl awful Muslimtravel ban fromthe
first Adm nistration from Trunp.

And so, | want to focus
on the inpact that the new policies
wi Il have on ny current work as a
menber of the House of
Representatives in Pennsylvania and

on all of the policies in the
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Commonweal th and not just in
Phi | adel phi a.

And the first and nost
serious inpact is that there's
going to be a chilling effect on
everyone regardl ess of where you
were born. Now, inmmgrants have
| ong been essential to our econony
both here in Pennsyl vania and
around the nation. They fill jobs
in agriculture and industries,
things like the food infrastructure
that U S citizens often do not.

They al so take risk and
create innovations as entrepreneurs
again at a larger rate than our
U.S.-born popul ation as well. So
they are living, breathing
exenpl ars of the Anmerican dream
And the economc harmthat wll
happen when their |ives are
di srupted and the industries that
t hey support are disrupted i s going

to be significant, not just for the

Page 141

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Law and Gover nnent
01/ 22/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

country as a whole but here in
Pennsyl vani a specifically.

Anot her issue is public
safety. Public safety is going to
be risked because policies like the
one that | proposed |ast year that
woul d establish uniform procedures
for the U visas, sone of our
previ ous speakers tal ked about the
U visa crine victimprotection.

So ny bill would have
provi ded that uniform policy and
supported crime victinms in their
efforts to cone forward and support
prosecution and to nake our
communi ties safer. Now, those are
really good tools, these visas, for
prosecutors and again for those of
us who are really interested in
maki ng sure our nei ghborhoods are
saf e.

But when fol ks don't
feel confortable com ng forward,

when they feel as a victimof crine
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that if they conme forward they're
going to be deported, they won't do
it. And that's one of the problens
that we're seeing with the new
policies that are going to have
that chilling effect.

And finally, | supported
a bill and continue to support the
bill that would provide driver's
|icenses for all people. And one
of the key factors here is to
recognize -- I'mdoing this
together with ny coll eague
representative Danilo Burgos from
here in Phil adel phia, but the
peopl e eligible under our proposal
are all taxpayers because a tax
i dentification nunber is part of
the eligibility requirenent, and
t hi s agai n makes peopl e safer,
provides an inroad for the
contributions that imm grants nake
into our comunities to be better

recogni zed and frankly to be better
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counted when we tal k about the
taxes that get collected, the fees
that are collected for registration
and the additional insured
notorists that are on the road as a
result.

And we woul d be doing
this in joining a nunber of our
nei ghbors. Al of the states
around us have policies that do
provi de for sone type of driver
regi stration for people who don't
have conplete imm gration
docunent ati on because they
recogni ze this inpact on the
econony and on public safety.

So why is this
I nportant? Because when people are
forced into the shadows, bad things
happen. And | say that with
conpl ete irony, recognizing the
| ast person to say that in any
significant way. But immgrants

and all people are nore likely to
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get exploited at work, to be the
victinms of crime or frankly just
sinply not able to support their
famlies as well as they can if
these policies go into effect and
if they are driven into the
shadows. The industries that they
work in suffer along with the
entire econony and all working
people will see things |ike grocery
prices go up because of disruption
in our agriculture and food chain.

Now, the President has
convinced a | ot of people that
immgrants are nore likely to do
harmthan to do good, but that's
sinmply not true. Wen we | ook at
U.S. immgration history, we see
t hat econom c prosperity has cone
when we have been at our nost
wel conmi ng.

In the period fromthe
early 1950s through the m d-1980s

U.S. immgration | aw was updat ed
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and revised in a bipartisan
fashion. It was never a partisan
issue in that tine period, and

t hose upgrades provi ded pat hways to
per manent residents and U S.
Citizenship for undocunented
people. And that was done frankly
every six or seven years during
that tine period for about 35
years.

Then we stopped, and we
started doing immgration revisions
that focused on enforcenent and did
not provide that rel ease of what |
call the pressure valve that cones
when you have a significant and
| ar ge undocunent ed popul ati on.

And so, right now one of
the inpacts that we see because we
have such a | arge undocunent ed
popul ation is a broader incone
di sparity. W have a larger incone
di sparity frompoor to rich than we

have ever seen in at | east the | ast
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100 years. So anti-inm grant
policies, they don't support
wor ki ng peopl e. They support the
rich.

So what do we do now? |
think the way forward begins with
t he peopl e of Phil adel phi a,

Pennsyl vani a around the U S.
standi ng up and being the

consci ence of the country. Those
of us who have privilege and a
measure of the protections that are
provi ded to us because of our
positions in society, we have to
stand up for the people who don't
have privilege, for the people who
live on the margins.

And | know |I'm here
predom nantly to speak on the anti -
I mm grant issues, but I will also
say as the parent of a trans person
this is affecting the marginalized
LABTQ+ folks in our communities as

well. So we need to nake sure that
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we're clear in a nessage that
Anerica is going to be based on a
governnent by and for and of the
peopl e and not just rich and
power f ul peopl e.

So | want to close with
this: | see ny support for
i mm grants and ot her marginalized
comuni ti es being based in ny
value, in ny belief in the val ue of
all people, all working people, all
peopl e who are participants in our
comuni ty.

And | want to note
organi zed | abor was borne out of
i mm grant communities fromthe coal
m nes in Pennsylvania to the sweat
shops of New York to grape harvest
in California, and all of those
fol ks are again exenplars of the
Anmerican dream And | consider ny
work for immgrants to be the sane
as ny work on behalf of all of the

fol ks in ny nei ghborhoods.
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And | want to nmeke sure
that |'m supporting what everyone
one wants, which is safer
conmmuni ties, good jobs and better
futures for our kids. And that is
t he common ground on which we need
to stand agai nst the people who
woul d di vide us. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so nuch, State Rep Joe Hohenstein
and thank you for your tinme and for
joining us here in Philadel phia
Cty Council, and we know t hat we
have a responsibility to be the
consci ence of this country and
ensure that we're doing all that we
can with our positions of
| eadership and responsibility to
represent the peopl e of
Phi | adel phi a, many of whomfit so
neatly into a nunber of those
categories that you have nentioned

and that have been nentioned in the
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actual resol ution.

So | appreciate
everything that you stated this
afternoon and | really thank you
for taking the tine to be here and
for co-sponsoring the | egislation
Rep Burgos and for all the work
that you all will do in this
| egi sl ati ve session. Ckay. Thank
you so nuch.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE
HOHENSTEI N.  Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Landau for any
remar ks or questions for Panel 3.
And | wanted to thank you all as
wel | for being here. Thanks again
for all of you, Rep Hohenstein, who
al so taught ny inmgration clinical
in |aw school. Appreciate you
| ayi ng the foundation for ne.

| love to watch that our

agenci es and organi zations are
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wor ki ng together. W couldn't nake
panels of for all of you and we are
excited to hear from nore people
during public comment, but know
this is just the beginning of the
conversation with us.

We clearly have a strong
relationship, city and state. And
we al so want to nmake sure that we
are in ongoi ng conversations wth
all of you throughout as we all
weat her this stormtogether.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Any addi ti onal
questions for this panel?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seeing none, we
thank you all so very nuch for
bei ng here. W appreciate your
testinony. And also, if you have
witten testinony, can you submt
that for dissemnation to the

Commttee and for this hearing and
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for the stenographer. You can give
that to the Sergeant-at-Arns so
that we have copies for the

st enographer and for the Commttee.
kay. Al right. Thank you very,
very much

W're now going to
proceed with those who have signed
up to give public comment for
today' s hearing and we appreciate
your patience as we were able to
get through those panels.

As a rem nder, | stated
this at the onset of this hearing,
we have anot her hearing wth our
Legi sl ative Oversight Commttee. |
was m staken. | thought it was
1:00. It's actually 2:00. Ckay.
And so, we do have another hearing
in this roomthat we will need tine
to turn this roomaround for that
hearing as well. And pl ease know
that we greatly appreciate your

presence and you bei ng here.
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If you have witten
testinony, please submt that for
the record and sunmari ze your
testinony. | am/looking at three
pages of witnesses. And so, in
order for us to get through the
amount of individuals who are here
to provide public coment and we
want to hear from each of you, | am
respectfully requesting that you
summari ze your testinony and try to
keep it to a mnute.

| know that's very
difficult to ask for the tine that
you have been here, but | want to
ensure that we hear from each and
every one of you who have cone to
provi de public comment because we
do val ue your presence and we val ue
you bei ng here. Ckay.

Al right. So will the
Clerk please call, you can do it in
groups of four. Please call the

first four witnesses to give public
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comrent .
THE CLERK: Maureen
Sm th, Sarah Hamond, Cathryn
MIller-WIson and D anond Ant hony.
(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)
COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Just as a
correction, Maureen Smth is here
on behal f of Anuj Gupta for the
Wel com ng Center. Okay. Please
approach the witness table. State
your nane for the record and
proceed with your a summari zed
version of your public conment.
M5. SMTH: M/ nane is
Maureen Smth. |'m here on behal f
of Anuj Gupta, the CEO of the
Wel comng Center. He cane to this
body 23 years ago to provide
testinony regarding his vision to
make Phil adel phia an attractive
destination for immgrants, not

only to foster a nore inclusive
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comunity but also to put
Phi | adel phia on a path towards
sust ai nabl e, econom c grow h.

At that tine, peer
cities across the nations were
experiencing significant increases
in foreign-born residents al ongside
econom ¢ transformation. The samne
coul d be said for Phil adel phi a.
The popul ation had declined to
| evel s not seen since the First
World War and di scussi ons of
i mmgrant integration were notably
absent frompolitical discourse.

Since then we have seen
a significant shift in policy,
posture and i nvestnent around
I mm grant integration. Thanks to
the work of prior adm nistrations
and Gty Councils, we are now the
| argest certified welcomng city in
the United States.

Foundati onal executive

orders signed by prior mayors have
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solidified our conmtnent to

| anguage access, nondi scrim nation,
upscaling immgrant talent and
prohibiting City enployees from

i nqui ring about inmm gration status.
These policies have served as
bui | di ng bl ocks for a stronger

Phi | adel phia, fostering deep trust
and ensuring equal access to
services for all residents.

Intentionally
encouraging immgrants to call
Phi | adel phi a hone has reversed the
decades of popul ati on decli ne.
| mMm grants are now driving our city
economn c resurgence, conprising
nearly a third of Labor growth
since 2010.

Dat a shows t hat
immgrants tend to be significantly
nore entrepreneurial opening
busi nesses at twce the rate of
nati ve-born residents. Should I go

on?
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COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Pl ease concl ude your
testi nony.

M5. SMTH  Ckay. So
proj ecti ons show that Phil adel phia
popul ation is expecting to reach
1.8 mllion by 2050. And while
many U. S. cities face projected
popul ation loss, this is a trend
t hat can be countered with
sustained efforts to force a
wel com ng envi ronnent.

Phi | adel phia is at the forefront of
bridging the gap between i nm grant
talent and the U S. |abor force.

Qur approach to
I mm grant integration offers a
nodel for national econom c and
communi ty devel opnment positioning
the Cty as a |l eader in sustainable
and practical solutions. Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
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very nmuch for your testinony. Good
to see you again. It was wonderful
to be at the Welcom ng Center in
Decenber, so thank you so nuch for
bei ng here.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your public conment.

M5. MLLER-WLSON: Good
afternoon. M nane is Cathryn
MIler-WIlson. |'mthe Executive
Director of H ghest Pennsyl vani a.

H ghest Pennsyl vani a has been
around since 1882. W provide free
immgration | egal services and
soci al services to | owincone

I mm grants in Pennsyl vani a.

"' m happy to be here.

Qui ck question for the record, how
many of you are descendants of
Native Anericans? Raise your
hands. One, two, three, four --
four. 1 would like the record to

reflect that there are four
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descendants of Native Americans.
The rest of the roomis under
attack, so we need to be really,
really shoring up our policies nuch
nore than we ever have before
because half of the people in our
city are about to be sent away.

There is likely to be
vi ol ence against them Calling an
invasion is what -- |like, are we
bei ng i nvaded by oursel ves because
that's what's happening. So we
need to really be speaking out
strongly and firmy. | very much
appreciate ny col | eague's testinony
about the statistics that she
provided and I would like themto
be reiterated nultiple tines
t hroughout the record.

As this city struggles
wi th poverty, note that |osing half
or nore of our residents is going
to plunge nore people into poverty.

So every single thing that we
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should do in the next four years
shoul d be about sustaining and
protecting the residents of our
city and of our state. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very nmuch for your work and thank
you for being here.

Pl ease approach the
wi tness table. State your nanme for
the record and proceed with your
public coment.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

M5. HAMMOND: Thank you.
Can you hear me okay? Okay. M
name i s Sarah Hammond and | am here
on behal f of Fairness Pennsyl vani a.
W are currently the only statew de
LEBTQ+ | egi sl ative advocacy
organi zati on focused on fighting,
not just protecting but advancing
the rights and dignity of LGBTQ+

i ndi vidual s here in the keystone
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state and in the halls of
Harri sburg.

| really want to take
t he opportunity to appl aud
Phi | adel phi a's | ongst andi ng
comm tnent to being a wel com ng,
i nclusive city where all
i ndi vidual s regardl ess of their
sexual orientation or gender
identity can live with dignity and
safety.

As sonmeone who's from
Lancaster County, Pa, ny |ived
experi ences grow ng up as a queer
wonman in that area are quite
different to the security that |
feel comng in here today. So your
efforts to protect and uplift the
L&BTQ+ community over generations
are deeply appreciated and conti nue
to set a powerful exanple for other
muni ci palities across the
Commonweal t h.

However, the fight for
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full equality is not over. And
whi | e Phil adel phia | eads with
progressive policies, especially at
the municipal Ievel here, our state
still lacks conprehensive
protections for LGBTQ+ individuals
i n enpl oynent, housing and public
accommodat i ons.

So I'mhere to appeal to
you today that it is crucial that
Phi | adel phia | ead and | end the
wei ght of your voice. |It's very
powerful, the privilege that cones
wi th being appointed to the highest
offices, not just here in
Pennsyl vania but really as a pillar
of what's built this nation here, |
really inplore you to continue to
work wth |egislators and activists
at the state level to help ensure
the sanme protections here and to
make sure that we are able to keep
everyone, especially nenbers of our

trans and nonbi nary conmunity safe
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as the next four years progress.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much for being here and thank
you for your public conment.

If the Aerk could
pl ease call the next four w tnesses
that we have for public coment.

THE CLERK: M Deej
McCoy, Zach WI cha, Zi que Powell,
Jillian G erke.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you all so nuch
for being here. | ask that you
pl ease approach the w tness table.
You can state your nanmes for the
record and proceed with your
testi nony.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RICHARDSON: If the Cerk could

pl ease repeat those nanmes again. |
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only see three people.

THE CLERK: Mk Deej
McCoy, Zach W/ cha, Zique Powell,
Jillian G erke.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. You can pl ease
state your nane for the record and
proceed with your public comrent.

M5. POWELL: H . MW
nane is Zique Powell and | ama
co-founder of the Black Visioning
G oup, a group that actually was
borne out of a nonment out of the
Trunp Adm nistration in 2020 when
t hi ngs had escal ated in the
uprising to the point where the
Nati onal Guard was cl osi ng down
grocery stores.

What we do is we are a
grassroots-privately run and
privately-funded survival program
We have guar anteed incone,
transitional housing that we're

| ooking into as well as securing
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basi ¢ housi ng for people.

In the mnute | have |
just didn't -- sorry, ny phone.
There we go. So | want to thank
you all for this, and we are
currently in the process of
gathering the data that we were
addi ng to the overwhel m ng data
that guaranteed it to conme as a
public good and we're thinking
beyond this four years, because
actually like we're in the fifth
year of Trunp, you know.

And rat her than
testifying to the difficulties, |
woul d like to speak to potentia
solutions that we could do at a
City level and the state level with
resources we already have. For
exanpl e, our private incone, our
CGEl program cones fromprivate
funds and foundational funds, but
there are City funds avail abl e that

can be allocated to creating basic
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I ncone prograns that include
housi ng for vul nerabl e peopl e.
Because when we tal k about these
denogr aphics, we tend to think of
them as separate peopl e.

But we have in our
col l ective, we have undocunented
Bl ack queer, trans Phil adel phi ans.
And so, it is inportant to think
out of the box. Let's get
creative. Let's get radical.

Let's get crazy. So these are just
sone of the ideas that | had off
the top of ny head.

So fundi ng exists
already in the form like if you
think of specifically North Philly
Kensi ngton, there's the opioid
settlenment. And the 3 mllion that
cones per year can be rather than
shuffling people through the
nonprofit industrial conplex of
novi ng peopl e through, why not | ust

gi ve people noney directly to live.

Page 166

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Law and Gover nnent
01/ 22/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Wiy not make devel opers account abl e
to the displacenent they create for
every year that properties go
enpty, then require themto put
people in the houses and create
stewardshi p for the houses because
living in a house is a skill you.

G her ideas that |

had -- | don't know how | ong |
have. | should have printed things
out, but whatever, |'mold.

There's al so TANF nonies. There's
TANF noney that has been spent
researchi ng guarant eed i ncone.

That can go directly to people.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Pl ease sunmari ze your
testi nony.

M5. PONELL: W apping
up. These prograns can be niche
and a mx of privately and
muni ci pal ly and state-funded. W
are in the process still of

gathering coalition and really
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getting the people on the ground to
the point where they realize

that -- well, a lot of people in
Philly have | ost hope on the ground
that they don't believe that
there's a better way possible. And
we just have an opportunity here,
so thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very nuch for your work and thank
you for your testinony, for your
publ i c comrent today.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your testinony.

M5. WLCHA: Cood
afternoon, Council nenbers. M/ nane
Is Zach Wlcha. M pronouns are
he/him and |I'm CEO of the
| ndependence Busi ness Alliance
G eater Phil adel phia's LGBTQ+
Chanber of Commerce. As part of

the Di verse Chanbers Coalition, we
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provi de connections, opportunities
and resources to LGBTQ+ busi nesses,
prof essionals and allies.

| want to thank you
first, Council nmenber Landau, for
your efforts in coordinating these
heari ngs for LGTQ+ and ot her
i ntersecting nmarginalized
comunities. And while we're very
proud to have you as our first ever
out el ected Council member, i1t is
vital that the protections we're
tal ki ng about today at this
hi stori c nmonent be supported by
your allied coll eagues on Counci
and in this Admnistration.

It is a tinme when we
must all tap into our courage as
allies to stand shoul der-to-
shoul der against the initiatives
headed our way. And so, | conmmend
al | Counci |l nenbers who are here
today to hear the concerns of the

comunity and turn our words into
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action.

| joined my community
col | eagues here today in outrage
and heartbreak about the initial
sl ate of executive orders that this
adm nistration directly targets
LABTQ+ comunities and undo the
progress brought about by previous
adm ni strations, not to nention the
ones that chall enge the very
exi stence of trans people.

Al ongsi de those are
proposal s that deeply affect queer
communi ties, whether they affect
I mm gration through
unconstitutional attacks on | egal
status or they're trying to nmake
Anerica sick again by targeting
Medi care prescriptions or life-
saving HV treatnment and prevention
drugs. Wether or not these orders
are legally sound is unclear, but
nonet hel ess they are strong

indicators of this Admnistration's
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Intentions and that we have our
wor k cut out for us.

Phi | adel phia remains a
relatively affordable and
culturally rich place for queer
people to land and call hone. In
fact, many consi der Phil adel phia a
sanctuary city for queer and trans
people. And we would urge you to
work with any of the orgs
testifying today, including our
own, Wth the first in the nation
trans programto nake that there
are jobs and affirm ng workspaces
for these folks to take advant age
of and sel f-determ ned as
Phi | adel phi ans.

We can bring nore people
to the city who can successfully
wor k and add to our vibrant
community in so many ways. And of
course while it's not the nost
pressing i ssue, Philadel phia

remains the largest city in the
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country that does not consider
gueer - owned busi nesses as part of
their definition of diverse

busi ness enterpri ses.

But the best news is
about these pre-existing structures
to fight the Trunp Adm nistration
i n Phil adel phia is that we al ready
have so nmany admi nistrations here
t hat have been doing the work for
decades. | would encourage you, if
you haven't already gotten to know
us, to do so now. There is no need
for the Gty of Philadelphia's
resources to duplicate the work
that we are already doing, but
there is a great need for the City
to help us find resources so that
we can remain subject matter
experts and boots on the ground for
the i nportant work necessary to
fortify our community agai nst these
threats.

So finally, I will |eave
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you with these two thoughts: When
fighting for gay rights decades
ago, several high-profile nationa
organi zations left trans fol ks
behind as they tried to make
communi ty support nore pal atable to
peopl e who were never ever going to
| ove us.

| want to make cl ear
that a fight for queer rights
Wi t hout centering trans fol ks who
are under the nost scrutiny at this
nmonment s unacceptable and a
failure of organizational strategy.
We can and will do better in 2025.

And finally, in a viral
clip yesterday Reverend Mariann
Edgar Budde preached a sernon
directly to the President, Vice-
president and their famlies
sitting in the front pew inploring
themfor mercy in the broadest
sense and recounting to themthe

very real fears and the
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I measur abl e val ue of L@&BTQ+ and
ot her margi nalized communities, how
we are just as nuch a part of the
Anmerican story as anyone el se.

It was a brave and
powerful nmonent and it was the
perfect exanple of not obeying
fascismin advance. | believe we
woul d be wise to follow her |ead
and never back away from defendi ng
comuni ties that nmake Phil adel phia
the incredible city that it is. W
will look forward to fighting with
you and | thank you for your tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much for your testinony and
t hank you for all of your work.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your public conment.

M5. GERKE: M nane is
Jillian G erke and I serve as the

Director of Prograns at the Garces
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Foundati on where we proudly support
Phi | adel phia's immgrant community
t hrough vital education and health
care prograns.

Qur conmmunity nenbers
are the backbone of this city.
They work tirelessly in restaurant
ki tchens, renove asbestos from our
school s and deliver nourishnent to
our hones and wor kpl aces, just to
nanme a few. Their contributions
are essential to making
Phi | adel phia a better, stronger and
safer place to live.

And today |I'mhere to
share sonme of the deep fears and
growi ng concerns w thin our
community. Many feel that
Phi | adel phia is no | onger a
sanctuary city, a place where they
can live, work and thrive w thout
fear. Menbers of the LGBTQ
community are terrified of being

deported back to countries where
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they face violence and persecution.
Parents dread the possibility of
bei ng separated fromtheir
children. Wrkers hesitate to show
up at work. Students fear
gathering in public spaces for
English classes, and conmunity
organi zations |i ke ours are
struggling with the lack of clear
information to hel p prepare our
nei ghbors for the increased
presence of | CE.

W nust do better. As
Phi | adel phi ans, we are united by a
shared responsibility to protect
and uplift one another regardl ess
of where we conme from And | want
to thank Cty Council nenbers for
organi zi ng everything today, for
havi ng these hearings. And to our
Mayor Parker, we urgently need your
| eadership and commtnent to
reaf firm Phil adel phia as a

sanctuary city. Thank you.
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COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much for your public comrent.

Pl ease state your name
for the record and proceed with
your public conment.

M5. McCOY: Hello and
good afternoon. M nane is M Deej
McCoy. M pronouns are
they/themtheirs. | was born and
rai sed in Phil adel phia and I am
nonbi nary. | did not grow up in an
environnment that positively
di scussed or encouraged anyt hi ng
out si de of cisgender
het eronormati ve rel ati onshi ps. But
once | was old enough to understand
gender and gender roles, | knew
that | didn't agree with the gender
| was assigned at birth but didn't
have the vocabulary to comunicate
that to ny famly of origin.

| am 36 years old and

this is the nost authentic | have
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felt about who I am Trans and
nonbi nary people are not a threat.
W are trying to survive and thrive
i ke everyone el se. W want happy
fulfilling lives just |ike everyone
el se. W want to nmamke deci sions
for our lives that will have the
best outcone for us in the |ong
term

Kids are smarter than
adults give themcredit for,
especially when it cones to
identity. Ildentity is a personal
i ndi vidual matter. No two people
born with the sane reproductive
organs are the sane. W're
supposed to encourage the
creativity of our children, not
stuff themin a boring box of
I nexpression and adul t
responsibilities. This is how they
expand and becone wel | -rounded and
di ver se human bei ngs.

VW' re supposed to learn
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and grow as new i nformati on becones
avai l able, not turn a blind eye,
dig one's heels into the sand and

I gnore new y-confirnmed information.
When people are allowed to indul ge
in their unique interests and
explore the world with support and
necessary accomodati ons, people
can soar and go on to contribute so
much to society.

Trans ki ds becone trans
adults who want to participate in
society and nake it better. Please
don't let this new Adm nistration
put targets on our backs just
because they don't share or
under st and our gender experience.
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you and t hank
you very much for sharing and thank
you so nuch for your public comrent
and for all you' ve done to be here

today. We appreciate you so much.
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WIl the derk please
call the next witnesses to testify.

THE CLERK: Cel este
Chavez- Ganboa, Nathan Gsburn,
Jerrett Johnson and Asa Khalif.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Pl ease approach
the witness table. State your
nanmes for the record and proceed
wi th your testinony.

(Wt nesses approached
Wtness table.)

THE CLERK: Once again
that's Cel este Chavez- Ganboa,

Nat han Gsburn, Jerrett Johnson and
Asa Khalif.

MR. KHALIF: Okay. Good
af ternoon, everyone. Good
afternoon, Council nenbers. Asa
Khalif, activist, organizer here in
Phi | adel phia. And | believe it's
one mnute so we'll try to make it
count. My testinony today is on

police violence and how it affects
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LAEBTQ peopl e of color, specifically
Bl ack queer people in the
conmuni ty.

As a Black man who is
al so a proud nmenber of the LGBTQ
community, |I'mvery nmuch aware of
the long history of police violence
and di scrim nation experienced by
Bl ack queer people and the pain,
fear and trauma it | eaves behi nd,
trauma that many bl ack queer people
westle with every day, traunma that
affects our nmental health, our
physi cal health, our relationships
and even how we function on our
j ob.

It certainly doesn't
hel p | ower the anxiety now that
Trunp is back in office. His
comments in the past praising and
encouragi ng police violence is a
constant rem nder to Bl ack queer
people to be on alert to regroup,

to organize |i ke never before, to
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face our fears and fight.

In closing, | would like
to thank Council nenber Rue Landau
and those who hel ped her with this
hearing for today's hearing. M
hope is that strong unbreakabl e
coalitions are built here today. |
also finally would like to say the
name of ny dear friend N zah
Morris, a Black trans woman who
unfortunately wasn't protected by
| aw enforcenent in her tinme of
need. Her famly, friends and
activists wll continue to say her
name and demand that every police
of ficer involved with her case is
hel d accountable. Justice for
Ni zah Morris and all victins of
police violence. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you. Thank you
for your public conment and thank
you for your advocacy.

Pl ease state your nane
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for the record and proceed with
your public conment.

MR JOHNSON: Jerrett
Johnson. Good afternoon,
Counci | menber, Council people. |I'm
a volunteer and advocate for 5th
Square as well as a coupl e of
organi zations. |'ll be short and
sweet. | got four words to say,
we're in this together. Thank you
for everything that you do and I'm
tal ki ng about the citizens in
Phi | adel phi a.

As | | ook around the
room this is Arerica. | nean,
| ook around the room different
ethnicities, LGTQ Hi spanic,
Wiite, Black, Asians with different
prof essi ons, entrepreneurs. This
Is what Anerica is all about. W
face challenges with this
adm ni stration ahead, but | wll do
my part to protect and defend the

citizens of Philadel phia as a
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nati ve Phil adel phian nyself.

| al so wel cone everyone
to join the organizations |ike
every organi zation here in
Phi |l adel phia. And 1'd like to give
a shout-out to you, Council nenber
Landau. Thank you for setting this
up today, and you've seen ne a few
tinmes already with the many
organi zations that |'ve been a part
of and you're welcone to cone in
any tinme. Stay strong, y'all

Finally, | got one |ast
guestion to ask: And | think I
t hought about this on Monday. How
can Donald Trunp, the President of
the United States, call inmgrants
viol ent of fenders when he rel eased
1,500 rioters who storned Capitol
Hl1? Think about that. | think
about that. | nean, that's
sonething to think about. So we
nmust stand strong.

| don't know a | ot of
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you, but I love you all. You' re ny
friends, ny neighbors and |ove wl|
al ways conquer hate. Thank you for
your tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very, very much for your advocacy
and your testinony and thank you
for being here today.

WIIl the derk please
call the next four w tnesses here
to testify.

THE CLERK: Jadzi a
Axelrod, divia Ponce, Kristina
Moon, Tremain Smth.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Pl ease approach the
wi tness table. Please state your
nanmes for the record and then you
can proceed with your testinony.

As a rem nder, please
try to keep your public coment to
a mnute, if possible. | know

that's a lot to ask and we do
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appreciate you all being patient
with us and for being here
t hroughout the hearing, but we do
al so need to give the stenographer
a break between the first hearing
and the second hearing. GCkay. So
| just wanted to state that for the
record.

(Wt nesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Pl ease state your nane
and proceed with your public
coment .

M5. AXELROD: Hello. M
nane is Jadzia Axelrod. I'ma
not her, a |esbhian, a trans wonan.
| am an author who's witten books
about trans teenagers. | used to
be a journalist at Phil adel phia
Weekly and until recently | was the
Assi stant Director of Phil adel phia
Fam |y Pride.

Through ny work at
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Phi | adel phia Fam |y Pride, |'ve
| earned that people cone to
Phi | adel phia for their gender-
affirmng care fromstates and
cities where that care is now
| egal . Philadelphia is a
sanctuary, not just for its
citizens but also for the people of
other cities and states whose
| eadership has failed them W are
a beacon of hope for so nany.
CGender-affirmng care saves lives.
| know this because it saved m ne
and allowed ne to Iive | ong enough
to wite books that people have
told nme saved their lives.

| am asking for a
commtment fromthe Cty of
Phi | adel phia to protect the care
for trans people even if that goes
agai nst Presidential orders, that
trans nedication and surgeries wll
still be available in this city.

Local |eadership can step up where
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our national |eadership has failed
us. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your public conment.

M5. PONCE: Hell o.

Good afternoon. M nane is Aivia
Ponce. Good to see you again. And
I have lived in Philadel phia for
just over 23 years. | ama part of
the Mexican community. | ama
worman of color and | am an

I mm grant.

Today |I'm here before
you to raise ny voice agai nst the
policies of the new governnent
because we know this systemis
designed for crimnalize us. | am
here to say -- I'mhere to say that
we know our rights and we fight for
t hem

W are (inaudible) for
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uni form and we denmand the security
sanctuary. | have a question for
all of youu M comunity asked ne,
Phi | adel phia is sanctuary city and
| ask you is it a real sanctuary
city. I'mnot sure about that. |
want to stay with ny comunity
together in their classroom their
j obs and their homes w thout fear.

Stop crimnalizing us
because of our eyes or our skin and
color. Acrimnal is a crimnal
because of their action. Stop
using the political purpose for
designing us. It's inportant to
know (i naudi bl e) and to our | eader
enpower with (inaudible).

W are a part of the
city. W are a part of here. W
contribute to the econony and we
start business and we are the
pri mary workforce. W know the
i nportance of the immgrant in this

country, and the country founded by

Page 189

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Law and Gover nnent
01/ 22/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

I mm grant assistance by them

We are here right now
We are existent and pl ease don't
crimnalize us, and make sure the
Phi | adel phia is a sanctuary city.
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you very nuch
for your public comrent.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
AQivia, | just want to -- divia.
| just want to thank you for your
conti nued advocacy. W go way back
fromfighting for schools so it's
really good to see you still in the
fight. And to your question, |
can't answer that, and that's why
we're here today to figure out how
to better help you answer that
guestion to your community. Thank
you.

M5. PONCE: Thank you.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Vice-Chair
Br ooks.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your public conment.

M5. MOON:  CGood
afternoon. M nane is Kristina
Moon. | use she/ her pronouns and
I'"'ma senior attorney with
Educati on Law Center of
Pennsylvania. W are hearing from
i mmgrants and LGBTQ students that
they fear for their safety and
worry their schools wll not
protect them

Al'l public district and
charter school s in Philadel phia
must ensure they have a fornal
policy and detailed plan to protect
the rights of inmgrant students
fromICE raids and commt to
conprehensive training for al

staff. Al staff at all schools
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shoul d receive regular rem nders
that the [aw prohibits schools from
asking for Social Security or
citizenship information, and
student information cannot be
shared to I CE or police w thout
court order or parent consent.

ELC supports the
District's wel com ng school s policy
chanpi oned by Juntos and we join
their demand that the D strict
fully inplenment and train staff on
that policy in addition to adding
nore newconer prograns that are
desperately needed. The urgency
identified by Council is
appropriate. W need trainings
rolled out imedi ately and nore
conpr ehensi vel y.

For our LGBTQ students,
all district and charter schools
are required to prevent
di scrimnation on the basis of

gender identity and sexua
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orientation under both the
Phi | adel phi a and Pennsyl vani a Anti -
Di scrim nation Laws.

Recent executive orders
from President Trunp do not i npact
state and |l ocal |aws nor can they
rewite Title 9 and case law. Al
Philly public schools, including
charters, nust support trans
students to participate in school
prograns and facilities aligned
with their gender identity w thout
m sgenderi ng or ot her
di scrim nati on.

Toget her we can ensure
all our students receive an
education that prepares themfor
success, provides a safe place for
| earning and honors their history
and experiences. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much for your public comrent.

Pl ease state your nane
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for the record and proceed with
your public conment.

M5. SMTH. Yeah. Hi.
['"'m Tremain Smth and |I'm here
along with sonme other volunteers as
part of the organization Show ng Up
For Racial Justice, SURGE. W're
here to support you in this
commtnent to stand up agai nst the
har nf ul executive orders and
policies and to be an active part
of the novenent to stand up for
human rights and dignity in face of
t hese dangerous and inmoral actions
that Trunp plans to carry out.

Showi ng Up For Raci al
Justice has organi zed a protect and
resist pledge that is in conplete
alignment with this Trunp
preparedness hearing today. It
states, | pledge to show up to
protect the rights, safety and
dignity of people in ny conmmunity

and resist Trunp's anti-denocratic
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and i nmmoral agenda consistent with
the principles of nonviol ence.
We're here just to ask
Cty Council nenbers to join
hundreds of other public officials
around the country with this
pl edge, just signing this pledge.
Basically this was a perfect

opportunity and thank you for it.

The pledge is -- we will email it
to each of your offices. It can be
found at protectandresist.com It

Is a nationw de effort so there are
| ocal | eaders. People in power
signed this pledge all across the
country.

And our group woul d be
happy also to neet with you and see
how we can support your continuing
efforts. W're here. W want to
support everything and join the
resi stance in Phil adel phi a agai nst
t hese harnful policies however they

will manifest in our city together.
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Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much for that offer. W | ook
forward to receiving the email and
t hank you for your public comrent.

The Chair recognizes the
presence of Council menber Curtis
Jones, Jr. of the 4th District. W
appreci ate your presence this
af t er noon.

WIl the derk please
call the next w tnesses who are
here to provide public comment.

THE CLERK: M juel K
Johnson, M nh Nguyen, Rosanna L
Mat os, Sim Loh.

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Pl ease approach
the witness table. You each can
state your nane for the record and
proceed with your public coment.

(Wtnesses approached

Wtness table.)
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MR, NGUYEN. Was | first
or soneone else was first?

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  You can have a seat at
the witness table and just state
your nane for the record and
proceed with your public coment.
kay.

MR. NGUYEN. Hell o,
everyone. Thank you so much. M
name is M nh Nguyen. Thank you to
Gty Council and everyone present
today. Thank you to Counci | woman
Rue Landau and Chai rwoman G | nore
Ri chardson. M nane is M nh
Nguyen. |'m speaki ng on behal f of
Li berty Gty and the Executive
Board at Political Action Commttee
t hat endorses and pronotes
pro- LGBTQ candi dates for office,
and we have endorsed several
menbers of this Council.

Founded in 1994, Liberty

City is an advocacy organi zation
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that builds political power for the
Phi | adel phi a area | eshi an, gay,

bi sexual , transgender and queer
community. W build politica

power and pronote candi dates and
causes in alignment with our shared
val ues. Through our LGBTQ

guesti onnai res, candi date forunmns,
endor senment process, GOTV canpai gns
and ot her prograns, Liberty Gty
does work in order to enpower our
conmmuni ty.

Counci | woman Landau was
previously on the Board of Liberty
Cty, and | believe you were
Co-chair at one point. Thank you
for your incredible wrk and all of
t he amazi ng advocacy for the LGBTQ
comunity. Fromthe bottom of our
heart we thank you for all of your
work and to the rest of City
Counci | .

| ask this governnent

and the City to defend and protect
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LA&BTQ and i nm grant conmunities.

We face discrimnation, ostracism
harassnent, assault and vi ol ence.

Si nce the departure of Cel ena
Morrison as the Executive Director
of the Ofice of LGBTQ Affairs and
the nati onwi de search for a new ED
has comrenced, we request that City
Counci| and the Mayoral

adm ni stration work towards
identifying and installing a new ED
for this institution with community
and organi zati onal input.

We al so under stand
there's a vacancy at the Ofice of
Imm grant Affairs. LGBTQ
I ndi vidual s exists in all
communities and we work in
i ntersectional alignnment. As an
I mm grant born in South Vietnam
fromthe remmants of the Vietnam
War, | stand with inmm grant
conmuni ti es.

Al'l who have had conpl ex
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multi-faceted inmgration journeys,
you nmake this city beautifully
di verse, you nmake this city better,
you make this city stronger.
Furt hernore, Phil adel phia has been
desi gnated a sanctuary city since
2016. We call on this
adm nistration to enforce its ful
powers to publicly uphold this
designation as a sanctuary city.
We also call for the
Mayoral adm nistration to enpower
and entrust the new y-forned
Mayor's LGEBTQ Conmm ssi on, sone of
whom are nenbers of our
organi zation with vested authority
to enact initiatives and
progranmm ng to positively inpact
our conmunities.
Lastly, in light of
Presi dent Donald Trunp's executive
order and revocation of previous
executive orders protecting LGBTQ

i ndividuals, Liberty Gty issued a
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formal response on Tuesday, January
21st. It reads quickly, President
Trunp begi ns his presidency by
seeking to actively harm
transgender and LGBTQ Anericans and
their famlies with his new y-

si gned executive orders. Instead
of hel ping Americans who are
struggling to nake ends neet, he's
choosing to divide and underm ne
non-di scrim nation protections.

Hi s executive orders will make it
harder for LGBTQ Anericans to find
and mai ntai n enpl oynent, provide
for famlies, better thenselves

t hrough educati onal advancenent and
continue to contribute to their
conmuni ti es.

The President has a
sacred duty to protect Anericans
traveling abroad. But by denying
American citizens passports that
mat ch their appearance, he paints

targets on the backs of transgender
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and non-conf orm ng- gender ed
Anmeri cans.

President Trunp further
noves to target incarcerated
transgender --

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Pl ease sunmari ze your
testi nony.

MR, NGUYEN: Yes.
Furthernore, we are commtted to
hol di ng President Trunp and the
gover nnent account abl e and wor ki ng
with our local elected officials to
step up to protect transgender
Ameri cans, our LGBTQ community and
their famlies. Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
for your testinony and thank you
for being here.

The Chair recogni zes the
presence of Council nmenber Young.
Counci | mrenber Young stepped in the

chanbers for a nonent.
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Thank you for being
here. Pl ease state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
public coment.

MR. JOHNSON: Yes, of
council. M name is Mjuel K
Johnson and | am a nenber of the
citywi de conmttee of Reclaim
Phi | adel phia. | just want to say
that our city has a particular role
to stand as an exanple for the rest
of the country, the city that has
birthed the United States and has a
speci al synbolismwhen it cones on
to protecting the rights of our
citizens.

G ven that we now have a
president who is wlling to
essentially override what we have
fought for so long. It is
incredibly inperative that the Gty
of Phil adel phia stand up for the
rights of our people. Qur city

nore than any ot her however has a
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position where it can command the
respect of other nations abroad.
The nother city of the nation
shoul d never have to beg the nation
for anyt hi ng.

What we want our city to
do is to nake sure that it protects
the rights of all marginalized
peopl e and continue to do so.

Under this Adm nistration we know
that's going to be difficult. But
as our second president John Adans
has stated, A free Constitution of
civil governnent cannot be
purchased at too dear a rate; as
there's nothing on this side of
Jerusal em of equal inportance to
humani ty.

Qur city, which birthed
the Anerican Constitution, has a
particular role in its protection.
And | would like for us here today
to make sure that we are going to

do everything that we can to nake
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sure that liberty rules this
country, not fascismin the form of
Donal d Trunp. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. It's good
to see you. Thank you for your
public coment. Thank you for
bei ng here.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your public conment.

M5. MATOS: Sure. (Good
nor ni ng or good afternoon by now.
Hi, everyone. M nane is Rosanna
Mat os, and | am a nenber of the
Public Policy Teamat First Up -
Chanpi ons for Early Education. |
want to say thank you for Rue
Landau. We did have an opportunity
to neet on MLK Day as we served at
Grard Coll ege.

And here wth ny
col l eague Sim Loh. There's a |ot

of concerns that have been
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addressed already. One of the
concerns that | |like to hear about
is our O to 5 population, our early
chi | dhood education children. W
heard about the Kto 12 with the
Phi | adel phi a School District and
charter Schools, but there's
students out there and teachers out
there that are not in that

cat egory.

There's O to 5 teachers,
teachers that teach our infants,
teachers that teach toddlers and
preschoolers. And | want to nmake
sure that the Gty is renmenbering
t hat popul ati on of teachers and
students. Right nowthere is
imm grant famlies that have called
and have nade aware that they are
scared to take their children to
school, and it's not only the Kto
12 schools. It is Oto 5 as well.

As | drove over here to

the city and | passed through the
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Parkway and | see all the flags and
this is the city of Phil adel phia
where we respect and wel cone
immgrant famlies. Those flags
are that remnder to you all. So
as you drive through there,

remenber all the stories you heard
t oday and renenber the inmm grant
famlies that we're serving. Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
for your work with our young
peopl e.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your public conment.

M5. LOH  CGood
af t ernoon, Council nenbers. M nane
is SimLoh. I'malso part of the
First Up Public Policy Team W
are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organi zati ons that has been serving

early educators and child care
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provi ders across Sout heastern
Pennsyl vania for nearly 60 years.

So in addition to what
nmy col |l eague here has shared about
the chilling effects the current
adm nistration's inmmgration policy
has on children, famlies and al so
educators, | would also like to
share sonmething nore alarm ng on a
federal level, which is the
proposed elimnation of Departnent
of Education and Head Start
program

Head Start programis a
vital programthat provides
educati onal opportunities for
children for the nost vul nerable
group, those that live in poverty,
t hose experienci ng honel essness or
those in our foster care system
Wt hout Head Start, thousands of
children in Phil adel phia, those
nost at risk, will |ose access to

critical resources to help themto
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break the cycles of poverty and
al so set themon the path to
success.

And the proposed
el i mnations of the Departnent of
Educati on woul d al so underm ne
federal funding programlike the
Preschool Devel opnent grant Title 1
| DEA, which hel p ensure children,
particularly those with
disabilities, to thrive.

We hear about chilling
effects that keep famlies from
sending their children to school,
but the chilling effects al so
affect educators. W have
educators from m xed- st at us
famlies that say they m ght want
to quit the field because of the
fear.

We al so hear that many
teachers mght |eave the field
because they fear that if | knock

on the door, they will be held
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liable, right. So this wll
cause -- this will exacerbate the
teacher shortage crisis that we are
facing which further wll reduce
enrol | ment, classroom cl osure and
program cl osure and further
limting access to child care
prograns, child care services for
al I Phi |l adel phi ans.

This is al so an econony
I ssue. The Pennsyl vani a Chanber of
Labor and I ndustry have stated that
| ack of access to child care is
actually a driven factor of a
wor kforce crisis. W need everyone
regardl ess of backgrounds who are
willing to work and want to work is
supported with services |ike
chi | dcar e.

| will conclude ny
testinony today by thanking the
Cty Council, all of you. The Gty
Council in this city has been

standing with early educators,
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childcare providers, children and
famlies. You have been show ng
your conm tnment through innovative
prograns |like the Philly PreK So
we ask you to continue to do so.

And | ask you to al so
t hi nk about additional ways to
support early educators and al so
the child care profession should
the sector be affected when these
proposed policies take effect. And
| astly, just as you have been a
support to us and a resource to the
city of Phil adel phia, | offer First
Up as a resource to you as wel l.

W are ready to work
together with you and ensure that
every child, every famly
regardl ess of background or
immgration status or their skin
color has the opportunity to thrive
and success. So | thank you for
your tinme and we will stay here

until the end of this. So if you
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have any questions, we wel cone the
conversations. Thank you.

COUNCI LMOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very nmuch for that offer to
continue the partnership and
wor ki ng together. W appreciate
you bei ng here.

WIIl the derk please
call the next group to testify.

THE CLERK: Jenny Zhang,
Lynn Landes and Jerrett Johnson.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. If you al
coul d pl ease approach the w tness
t abl e.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Pl ease state your
nanmes for the record and proceed
wi th your public comment.

M5. ZHANG  Good

afternoon. M nane is Jenny Zhang.
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I live in Chinatowm and |'mthe
Phi | adel phi a organi zer with Asi an
Pacific Islander Political
alliance. W' re a Pennsylvania
statew de Asian Anerican

organi zati on and we' ve been
advocating for Asian inmm grant
communi ti es throughout the state.

I n Pennsyl vani a as of
2024, over half of the AAPI
popul ati on of over 600,000 are
immgrants, wth the highest nunber
of AAPIs in population in
Phi | adel phia and with 39 percent of
the imm grant population in
Phi | adel phi a bei ng Asi an.

The AAPI popul ati on and
community is an inportant part of
the fabric of Philadel phia. W see
it every day in different
nei ghbor hoods t hroughout the city,
Chinatown, Little Saigon, Canbodia
Town and others, and we see that

i mm grants docunent ed and
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undocunented are an essential and
priceless part of what nakes
Phi | adel phi a speci al .

Wth the inauguration of
Donald Trunp a few days ago, it is
nore inportant than ever that
Phi | adel phia recommts to the
protection of immgrants and
mar gi nal i zed communities in
Phi | adel phia. The attacks on our
comuni ti es have been ongoi ng, but
they will get worse in these
upcom ng years.

Qur communities are
facing the very real threat of the
| oss of birthright citizenship,
deportation and separation of
famlies, and our city cannot stand
idly by. W need our city to
commt to protecting its people as
a sanctuary city. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you

very much for your public comrent.
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Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your public conment.

MS. LANDES: |'m Lynn
Lan -- oh, is this on? Yes. |[|I'm
Lynn Landes of
Safestreetsphilly.org -- is it on,
yes?

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  ( Gestured).

M5. LANDES: GCkay. |I'm
Lynn Landes of
Saf estreetsphilly.org and the
not her of two adult sons who were
naturalized citizens. They cane to
the U S. as legal immgrants. |
urge the Gty to work in a
cooperative relationship with the
Trunp Adm ni stration whose
i mmgration policy | support.

The Phi | adel phi a
Sanctuary Cty policy is a blatant
viol ati on of commpbnsense and

federal law under Title 8 and is
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responsi ble for the big ness we
have before us now. Regarding the
transgender community, bi ol ogi cal
mal es do not have the right to
violate wonen's rights to their own
sports, grants and private spaces.

Lastly, District
Attorney Krasner's recent threats
agai nst the January 6ers is deeply
di sturbi ng consi dering he refuses
to fully enforce local, state and
federal law, particularly against
the rioters during the George Floyd
riots. In fact, during those riots
nmy nei ghbors and | were protecting
Wal gr eens and ot her areas around
our nei ghborhood w thout the
protection of the police who
apparently were told to stand down.
The City of Phil adel phia needs to
l ook into fully enforcing the | aw
Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you for your
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public coment.

WIIl the derk please
call the next wi tnesses to provide
public coment.

THE CLERK: Di anond
Ant hony, Pheng Seng and Tyrell
Br own.

(Wt nesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: How are you doi ng?

MR, SENG Hel |l o.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: State your nane for
the record and proceed with your
public comrent.

MR SENG M nane is
Pheng Seng. Yeah, |I'mkind of a
little nervous. But, hello. MW
nane i s Pheng Seng. | am one of
VietLead' s i npacted | eaders and
returning citizen that is on the
deportation list. I'malso a snal

busi ness owner who lives in
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Phi | adel phia that do union
screenprinting.

| am one of 16, 000
Sout heast Asi an people who is
waiting to be deported. | just
want to say that Phil adel phia has
been a great vibrant, thriving,
beautiful immgrant- and refugee-
friendly sanctuary city that's been
opening up doors for all types of
I mm grants and community nenbers,
and we are all united trying to
build towards a conmunity that
protects our nost vul nerable.

We need to keep this
city a sanctuary city. | don't
know what's next for the four
years, it's going to |look like
under the new adm ni stration. But
| know that with so nuch great
elected officials that's in the
city of Phil adel phia that
under stand and care about our

immgrant- and refugee-friendly
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folks. W are a city that's going
to win because we have a conmunity
t hat cares.

| was | ocked up inside
Moshannon Val | ey Correctional
Center for five years and had to be
held in I CE custody for a few
nont hs before being able to be
rel eased back hone to ny famly and
friends and community nenbers who
were less fortunate. | was able to
conme honme to see both of ny parents
who are getting ol der now.

| had friends that
didn't get to see their parents and
their parents passed away while
bei ng incarcerated, and sone are
al ready deported back to a country
that they do not know not hing about
or even know how to read or wite
in the | anguage or read a street
sign or sense of direction of where
they would go to or stay.

Also, | just want to add
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this in there. As of right now
since this whole Adm nistration
that's been going on and even for
me being up here right now speaki ng
to you guys about this, I'mvery
fearful of what's going to happen
to ne. Like, you know, once you
get up here, you're going to be |
guess kind of being seen by press
or news or whatever, and basically
["'mfearful right now too because |
really do not know what's going to
happen.

And | want to at | east
be that person that spoke up and is
going to try to nake a difference
for everybody in the inmmgrant and
refugee community right now. And
also, | just put in ny presidential
pardon as well too. Hopefully
sonmething wll get back or I'l
hear sonethi ng soon. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
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very nuch for your testinony and
for your work throughout the
conmuni ty.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with
your public conment.

MS. ANTHONY: Yes. My
nanme i s D anond Ant hony, she/they
pronouns. Good afternoon,

di stingui shed nenbers of Gty
Council and a special thank you to
Rue for inviting nme here today to
testify in front of you. M nane
i s D anond Ant hony, she/they
pronouns. |'ma Program
Coor di nat or of GALAEI and al so
Philly Pride 365. | also on the
side amthe current reigning and
first Ms. Phil adel phia Leather 2020
to 2025.

So for nme personally, |
have a few things that | want to
touch base on. As soneone that

works with the community, | see a
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| ot of things that we are already
goi ng through right now. One of
the things that | see a lot of is

| ack of affordabl e housing,
especially when it cones to the
honel essness in Phil adel phia and it
has increased in the recent years
by 38 percent.

W have so many peopl e
right now that are facing eviction
noti ces because they cannot afford
housi ng and stuff |ike that, and
this is stuff pre-Trunp era. So
this is stuff that was happeni ng
during the Biden adm nistration so
| want to bring that up as well.

Al so, affordable food,
there are a |l ot of food deserts
right now. [|'mone person that can
testify to saying that | have had
to utilize resources for just
getting food for ny own self and
nouri shnment of my own body, and

those are things that with the new
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Adm nistration comng in that I'm
afraid that it's going to becone a
bi gger problem a problemthat is
al ready going on right now.

Heal th services, there
has been an increase in HV
transm ssion, specifically with
peopl e that are um usi ng needl es
for drugs and stuff |like that. And
there is just a lot of things that
| see right now that are already
happening that are only going to
get wor se.

My thing is there is a
little bit of a trust issue with
City Council right now with your
recent decision with the stadiumin
Chinatown. |t shows that you are
willing to displace and take over
nei ghbor hoods and things |ike that
for capital gain and
infrastructure, not putting any
type of thought into the conmunity

that put you all onto your jobs.

Page 223

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmi ttee on Law and Gover nnent
01/ 22/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

So for me when | talk
about trust and bring trust up,
when | see stuff |like that, it kind
of gives ne a little bit of weary
that you will follow suit in the
corporate greed that is currently
going on in our United States of
Anerica and you will falter to
t hat, because your decisions have
al ready shown that. So how do we
build trust between us, the
citizens and Gty Council ?

W' re going to be
wat chi ng you very closely over the
next couple years. The mdterns
are comng up so if you want to
keep your job, | suggest you fight
for your community nenbers. And
not only that, there's also been a
history in this governnent, in this
city of violence against activists.
Let's bring up MOVE and stuff 1ike
that, that also kind of plays into

this.
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We're going through
extreme times right now. And one
of the things that | want to advise
you all is to not buckle underneath
the guise of this adm nistration.
You have a job to do as servants to
the community. And renenber, we're
the ones that voted you onto this
platform W can easily organize
to get you off and find the right
people that will actually get the
wor k done.

And nmore candidly
personal, as a Bl ack Trans wonan
I"'mafraid for the things that are
to cone, but | amwlling to work
hard and diligently to protect not
only the community that | serve but
the community in general of this
city. So | want to say to you that
we are watching you very closely.
And the decisions that you nmake for
the next com ng years until the

m dterns are going to determ ne
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whet her we want to nove forward
with you all. [If not, then we wll
find people to put into office.
COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: | don't want to cut
you off and | wanted you to say
everything you had to say, but | do
want to be respectful because |I did
ask everyone else to stay to a
m nute. Ckay.
M5. ANTHONY: Onh, yeah.
" m done.
COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  And | received
everything you said and |
appreci ate you being here and |
didn't want to cut you off, but I
wanted to ensure that we were able
to get to our next witness.
MS. ANTHONY:  Yes.
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you for your
public comrent.

Pl ease state your nane
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for the record and proceed with

your testinony.

MR. BROMN: | am Tyrell
Brown. | proudly use they/them
pronouns. |'mthe Executive

Director of GALAElI and Philly Pride
365. Philly Pride 365, this year
we had an econom c inpact of nearly
$6 mllion in about seven hours
fromour community, and that didn't
i nclude many of the itens that we
typically would account for such as
| odgi ng, transportation and so on
and so forth. And it wasn't just
about celebration. It wasn't just
about that. This was about

resour ce.

GALAEI is a staff of
nearly 7 individuals at nmax and
often times we add ot her
consultants to be up at 10
i ndi vidual s at nmax to produce a
festival that was estimated to be

the | argest public festival and
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resource fair in Philadel phia,
out paci ng Made In Anerica. That is
not to be forgotten in this nonent,
that it wasn't just about
cel ebration, concerts and | aughter
and joy. Those things are
I nport ant.

But during that
festival, we served about 30, 000
people with resources and servi ces,
often for things that we are not
funded for. On a daily basis at
GALAEI, we do navigation for
housi ng, often tinmes for housing
that is not affirmng but also
usi ng our own nutual aid networks
to source housing for people.

As many units as we
m ght build of $1, 100 studio
apartnments in Kensington and Fair
Hi Il and Sout hwest Phil adel phia and
so on and so forth, as many as we
m ght build that housing, that

housing is still unaffordable for
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nost people that are (inaudible) to
the margins in the city,
particularly Black trans wonen, so
we see that discrimnation both
inplicitly and overtly.

So it is incunbent upon
t hese next couple years that we, |
think to D anpond's point, not
necessarily as challenging as it
m ght be, it's incunbent that we
don't be used as pawns, right,
because we do know that what this
adm nistration is going to try to
do is force everyone to trade out
favors, right. You give up that
affirmation for queer and trans
folks in the city and we'll get you
nore funding for housing, right.

But when we tal k about a
City of Brotherly Love, Sisterly
Affection and Sibling Solidarity,
when we tal k about that, it neans
for everyone. And | know because

I've worked with all three of you
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and ot her people in Cty Council
that you all will be ready to stand
and not trade us out for those

t hi ngs.

And | hope that the
efforts and work that we do and
that we have put forward for the
| ast three years, at |east that
|'ve been in this position, but for
many years past that we wll
continue to work together to nmake
sure that our city is an affirmng
pl ace.

And finally I wll say
this, whether or not we call this
city a sanctuary city
| egislatively, it is because that
Is what we do organically. That is
what Phi | adel phi a al ways has been
and always will be. It is up to us
as institutions, it's up to us as
el ected officials and those that
are allied with us to put that into

| aw so that way peopl e know t hat
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they can cone here not just by
hook, |ine, and sinker, and we can
provide off of our backs but what
we can provide institutionally for
peopl e that are comi ng here for
resources and services.

It already started. 1In
2024, GALAElI took on about 15 to 20
clients that had cone to
Phi | adel phia from Florida, from
Kent ucky and from Texas al ready and
we had to navigate finding jobs,
housi ng, health care, so on and so
forth for them and we don't get
conpensated for that. That was not
noney that was comng fromthe City
or any institution for us. That
was just off of the strength and
the will of our staff.

So we are going to need
to invest in organizations and
institutions going forward to
provi de those gap services and

t hose waparound services as we go
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forward for people that will see us
as sanctuary regardl ess of whether
or not it is witten into |aw.
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
for your testinony and thank you
for your work and thank you for
bei ng here. W appreciate both of
you for our |ast public comment.

I s there anyone el se
here to provide public comment for
today's public neeting? Please
step to the witness table.

(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: State your nane for
the record and proceed with your
public coment. As a rem nder,
we' re asking that we please try to
keep it to a mnute as we do need
to give the stenographer a break

before the 2 o' cl ock hearing.
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M5. WDEN: Hell o.
Thank you. My nane is Elizabeth
Wden and | am a fourth-year
medi cal student and Master's of
Public Health candidate at the
Uni versity of Pennsyl vani a.
Thr oughout nedi cal school | have
been a vol unteer at Puentes de
Sal ud, a nonprofit comunity health
center that serves a predom nantly
Spani sh- speaki ng undocunent ed
pati ent popul ation.

Today we' ve heard about
the loss of sanctuary status in
pl aces |i ke churches and school s,
but we nust al so consider the
erosi on of sanctuary in hospitals.
The Energency Medi cal Treatnent and
Active Labor Act, EMIALA, of 1986
ensures that hospitals with
enmer gency departnents nust provide
urgent care to all patients
regardl ess of their ability to pay.

Emer gency roons are
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therefore an extrenely inportant
access point to care for
undocunent ed peopl e who are al nost
entirely barred from having health
i nsurance in this country and
therefore don't have access to
ot her sources of nedical care.

However, recent policy
changes that renove protections
agai nst immgration enforcenent in
health care settings will certainly
increase nortality and norbidity
for undocunented people due to fear
of deportation in nedical settings.
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you very nuch
for being here and thank you for
your testinony.

| s there anyone here
additionally to testify for this
resol uti on today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Seeing none and
there being no further questions
from nmenbers of the Commttee,
woul d you |ike to have renmarks?

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI L\WOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you everybody for com ng here
today. This is ny final nonent of
thanks in this nonent, but this
will carry this wwth you as we go
and traverse the next four years.

What we heard today not
only shows that at |east currently
we have sone pretty strong | aws on
t he books that can help
Phi | adel phi ans, all of us,
I mm grants, refugees, LGBTQ+
comunity, reproductive rights. W
need to nake sure that the Gty is
enforcing all of these laws to the
greatest extent that we possibly
can.

And al so, what | felt
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t oday shockingly sonething positive
in these bleak tinmes, which is just
this nmonent of solidarity, that we
are all in this together, that if
we stand up and stand together we
w |l be able to be the nost
successful that we can possibly be
in the next four years.

So | look forward to
working with all of you and it's
not going to be an easy ride, but
there's no way any individual can
do it alone. [It's got to be a
comunity effort where we're all
together. So thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you,
Counci | renber Landau. And agai n,
thank you for all of your hard work
and to your teamfor their hard
work on this resolution, and to all
of you who have provided testinony
and public comment today.

And special kudos to
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Jared Namqmun on ny team This is
his very first hearing that he is
clerking and | think he did an
awesone | ob.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you all so very
much for being here.

There being no further
questions from nenbers of the
Commttee, no other witnesses to
testify and no further nanes for
public coment, this concludes the
busi ness before the Commttee on
Law and Governnent today. Thank
you all so very nuch for your
at t endance.

(Commttee on Law and

Gover nnment concluded at 1:26 p.m)
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and evi dence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographi c notes taken by
nme in the foregoing matter, and that this is a

correct transcript of the sane.

__le_____w_é\_g_gawu

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sanme by any neans, unless under the
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