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4/ 13/ 23 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: (Good
nor ni ng, everyone. W' re going to get
start ed.

To give our invocation this
nor ni ng, the Chair recogni zes ny good
friend and ny spiritual advisor, the
Reverend John Roberts, Pastor Eneritus of
Garden Prayer Church. He is here today
as the guest of Councilman Harrity.

| would ask all nenbers and
guests to please rise.

(Counci | renbers and guests
rise.)

REVEREND ROBERTS: Let us pray.

Qur Father, first of all, we
want to thank you, for not only did you
wake us up but you hel ped us to get up.
W were able to bathe oursel ves w thout
any assi stance, brought us safely here
this norning, and we take tine to say
t hank you.

| pray now that you would be
wth us on today. W pray for everyone

under the sound of ny voice. W ask you,
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oh, Lord, that you will continue to bless
inthis city, for this city, which has
been known as Brotherly Love, has sonehow
turned into brotherly blood. W're
aski ng now that you woul d watch over our
young people. Protect them and keep them
safe fromhurt, harm and danger.

We pray that you woul d bl ess
our famlies that are going to work.

Wat ch over them and keep them safe.

We pray for the | eaders of this
great City of Brotherly Love and Sisterly
Af fecti on.

You said in your word that when
the righteous are in authority, the
peopl e rejoice, but when the w cked rul e,
t he peopl e nourn.

We ask, God, that you would
take away the nourni ng that we have been
sheddi ng and the tears that have been
falling.

We pray now for the great
| eaders of this great city that you wl|l

| ead them and guide theminto all truth.
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Bless themthat they nay be able to bl ess
us and give us what we need.

We pray now for the | aw
enforcenent of this great city, but | ask
you that you would | et an angel, not the
ones from New York but angels from
heaven, to cone down and watch over us,
protect us, and keep us.

Now, Lord, you bless us as we
stand before you now W ask that you
will continue to be with us, |ead us,
guide us into all truth. And those, oh,
God, who are in |eadership of this city,
gi ve them wi sdom know edge, and
understanding in what to do, how to do,
when to do, where to do.

We ask for your guidance, and
we ask this in Jesus' nane, and as
al ways, Lord, thank you for I|istening.

And all God's people said,
amen.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you so nuch, Pastor. W really
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appreci ate you bei ng here today.

Council will be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you again, Pastor. W
real ly appreciate you.

Qur next order of business is
t he approval of the Journal of the
nmeeti ng of Thursday, March 30th, 2023,
and the Chair recognizes Council wonman
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that the Journal
of the neeting of Thursday, March 30t h,
2023 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

18 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
19 Thank you. 1It's been noved and properly
20 seconded that the Journal of the neeting
21 of Thursday, March 30th, 2023 stand
22 appr oved.
23 Al in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
25 (Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and our Journal is
appr oved.

And our next order of business
I s request for |eave of absence, and the
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. On behalf of nenbers of
Council, there is a request for |eave of
absence today by Menber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Let the record reflect that
Counci | wonman Brooks is granted a | eave of
absence.

And the Chair recognizes
Councilman Squilla for a notion
concerning certain legislative matters
that may arise during the course of
today's session of Council that were not
listed and circulated prior to today's

sessi on.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that any of the
followng matters, if considered today,
may be added to the agenda for this
session of Council and, as required by
| aw, subsequently published on an anended
agenda after the consideration of those
matters:. resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, anendnents to bills on first
readi ng, the reconsideration of a bill
vetoed by or re-called fromthe Muyor,
amendnents to bills re-called fromthe
Mayor, resolutions taking substantive
action to be voted on in this session, a
notion to withdraw a bill or resol ution
that is not on the Calendar, a notion
placing a bill or resolution on or
returning a bill or resolution fromthe
Suspensi on Cal endar that is not listed on
t oday' s Cal endar.

The purpose of this notion is
provi de the public with notice concerning
possi bl e actions by Council that arose

too late to be included in the Cal endar
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t hat was published prior to today's

sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been noved and

seconded that the legislative matters
stated by Councilman Squilla may be added
to the agenda for today, should those
matters arise during the course of the
sessi on.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and the notion is approved.

Qur next order of business is
communi cations, and the Chair recognizes
the Chief Cerk to please read the
nessages fromthe Mayor and any ot her
communi cations that he may have in his

possessi on today.
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CH EF CLERK: Fromthe Mayor to
t he President and nenbers of the Council
of the Gty of Philadel phia, I am pl eased
to advise you that on April 12, 2023, |
signed the remaining bills which were
passed by Council at its session on
March 23, 2023, and that on April 12,
2023, | signed all of the bills which
wer e passed by Council at its session on
March 30, 2023, and | amtransmtting for
t he consideration of your honorabl e body
a resolution authorizing the Comm ssi oner
of Public Property to execute and deliver
to the Phil adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority deeds conveying fee sinple
title to certain Cty-owned lots or
pi eces of ground with the buil dings and
| nprovenents thereon situate in the Fifth
Councilmanic District; and
A resol ution authorizing the

Phi | adel phia Land Bank to di spose of 2032
East Boston Street located in the 7th
Councilmanic District; and

A resol ution authorizing the
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Phi | adel phia Land Bank to di spose of
3418, 3420, and 3422 Kensi ngton Avenue
| ocated in the 7th Councilmmanic D strict;
and

A resol ution authorizing the
Commi ssi oner of Public Property to
execute and deliver to the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnment Authority deeds conveyi ng
fee sinple title to 1736 North 22nd
Street in the Fifth Council manic
district; and

A resol ution recognizing the
appoi nt nrent of Al bert W Newran to the
Vet er ans Advi sory Conmm ssion, all under
certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you very nuch, M. Decker.

And our next order of business
is the introduction of bills and
resolutions, and I would ask the Clerk to
pl ease read the titles of the |egislation
that's being offered today by our
menber s.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
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Phillips offers one bill and one
resolution, entitled "An ordi nance
anendi ng Section 9-105 of The
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled 'Penalties,"’
and Chapter 9-4400 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled ' Responsi bl e Busi ness
Qperations,' to further define nuisance
busi nesses, provide for additional
enforcenent and penalties.”

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resolution authorizing City Council to
hol d hearings to investigate
Phi | adel phi a's energency nanagenent
practices and the Gty's overall
prepar edness when facing credible threats
to our drinking water.

M. President, Council man
Phillips would Iike to be recognized.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

And the Chair recogni zes
Counci | man Philli ps.
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COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Good
nor ni ng, Council coll eagues and vi ew ng
menbers of the public. Today I've
I ntroduced two pieces of |egislation.

The first will revanp how the Cty
enforces nui sance busi ness regul ati ons.

W wote this bill in
coordi nati on with the Departnent of
Li cense and I nspections, the Police
Departnent, and the Health Departnent and
t he Departnent of Commerce, who all
support this initiative.

Anmong several things, this bill
builds off of the regulatory structure
originally established by Council nenber
C ndy Bass by hol di ng busi ness owners
account abl e for nui sance behavi or
regar dl ess of whether the conduct took
pl ace during operating hours, because
much of it occurs after hours, creating a
reasonabl e threshold for being | abeled a
nui sance busi ness, allow ng both the
Police Departnent and L& to issue intent

to cease operations notices and
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i ncreasing the current $300 fine for
repeat nui sance violations to a $2, 000
fine for repeat nuisance violations.

| want to thank and acknow edge
nmy predecessor and nentor, forner
Counci | renber Cherell e Parker, for having
started the work on this vital issue.
When Cherell e Parker was in this Chanber
| eading the fight to crack down on
nui sance busi nesses, she thought about
our nei ghbors. From day one, she has
al ways been a chanpi on of community
I ssues, and | thank her for setting the
standard for addressing nui sance
busi nesses.
| know personally the

| nportance of cracking down on nui sance
busi nesses. | get countless calls from
nei ghbors about the proliferation of
nui sance activities in our comunities.
It has to stop. It has to stop today.
W have to get tough on the enforcenent
of nui sance busi ness regulations to

mai ntain the beautification of our
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communities, which is why |I'mintroducing
this legislation enabling the Cty
departnents to nore quickly and
efficiently shut down bad actor
busi nesses that plague our nei ghborhoods.

| ook forward to seeing this
bill through final passage.

| also want to thank ny
col | eagues, Councilwoman C ndy Bass,
Counci | wman Lozada, Councilwoman G | nore
Ri chardson, who have all worked hard on
this issue, and they are co-introducing
this bill with nme so we are a collective
I n working on this together.

Secondly, |'ve introduced a
resol uti on addressing the recent threat
to our water supply. As we all renenber,
the Gty's response to the chemcal spill
f ostered confusion, panic, chaos, and
tarni shed public trust and the safety of
our city's water supply. As such, a
public hearing is necessary to
I nvestigate the Admnistration's

ener gency nmanagenent practices and the
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City's overall preparedness for threats
to our water supply.

Phi | adel phi ans nmust have
confidence that the Gty's public
officials are prepared to offer
protection from environnental harm

| ook forward to havi ng
hearings on this matter and engaging with
the Adm nistration to ensure that this
doesn't happen again.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci | man.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | wonman
G lnore R chardson offers a privil eged
resol uti on recogni zi ng and supporting the
heal th and wel | ness of Bl ack mamas and
bi rt hi ng peopl e by acknow edging April 11
t hrough 17, 2023, as "Bl ack Maternal
Heal th Week" in the Gty of Philadel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Council man Thomas

offers two resolutions, a privileged
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resol uti on honoring and congratul ating
Chanpi ons of the Wek, the students of
Lankenau Hi gh School, for their val uabl e
wor k studyi ng the environnental inpact of
mussel s and working to increase the
mussel population in the Schuyl kil
Ri ver.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l man Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you,
Counci |l President. Good norning.

First, I want to thank ny
col | eague and co-introducer of this
| egi sl ati on, Council nmenber Jones. Both
of us, thanks to the good work of the
t eachers and students in Lankenau, have
nore work to do after themvisiting today
and letting us know ot her things they
need to continue the good work, but we
have a bunch of scientists that's here
from Lankenau who have begun their
journey early to try to explore sone of
t he bi ggest problens that we have, not

just as a city but as an entire --
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actual ly throughout the entire world

3 based on what they've been able to do to

4 hel p cl ean water.

> Can we give -- | nean, can the

6 students and teachers who are here from

7 Lankenau pl ease stand up so we can

8 recogni ze them

9 .- -

10 ( Appl ause.)

11 - - -

12 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: The

13 teachers are Cynthia and Matthew. So

14 t hank you to their teachers. The young

15 peopl e, Jovan, Alex Mirris, and |I'm goi ng

16 to say Ms. Davies, because | don't want

17 to say the first nane w ong.

18 Thank you all for being here.

19 Thank you for what you're doing as it

20 relates to our water.

21 These young scientists are

22 putting thenselves in a position to

23 maxim ze their talent. And at the end of

24 t he day, one of the things that we've

25 been scream ng about in City Council in
LEXI TAS
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budget hearings specifically is val uing
out - of - school -ti ne-based initiatives and
maki ng sure young people have things to
do after school and in the sumrerti ne,
and this is a great exanple of that.

So can we give them anot her
round of appl ause and thank these young

people for the great work they're doing.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng and honoring the
Phi | adel phia Children's Alliance and the
Phi | adel phi a Departnent of Human Services
for their collaborative commtnent to
bring healing and justice to victins of
child abuse in Phil adel phia and decl ari ng
April 2023 to be Chil dhood Abuse
Prevention Month in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

The Chair again recognizes

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 19
4/ 13/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

4/ 13/ 23 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

Counci | man Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you,
Counci|l President. You can see |I'ma
team player. This resol ution was
I ntroduced with ny col |l eague
Counci | renber Lozada, who | just want to
take a nonent to say has been on point
since she's cone into Gty Council as it
relates to advocating for our children,
and we' ve done a nunber of things
together and this is just another
exanpl e.

We have the | eadership fromthe
Phi | adel phia Children's Alliance here,
and of course they're |ocated in the
Seventh Councilmanic District in the Cty
of Phil adel phia. And it's an honor to
declare April Child Abuse Prevention
Mont h based on the work that they do to
advocate, serve, and to help our children
here in the Cty of Philadel phia, and
we'll hear fromthem at sone point
t hr oughout the course of our Council

session, but if the |eadership of the
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Phi | adel phia Children's Alliance can
pl ease stand up so we can honor them and
give them a round of appl ause as wel |

t 00.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Qur
children spent two years in the house
because of the pandem c, and we know t hat
there are a nunber of issues facing young
people currently right now, and the great
work that they're doing helps put us in a
position to prevent sone of the problens
t hat we see happening across the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

So thank you, Council
Presi dent, and of course thank you to all
of ny coll eagues for supporting our
children the way that we continue to do
as a |l egislative body.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci | man.

The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | woman Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Council President.

| just want to say thank you to
nmy col | eague Council man Thonmas for
recogni zing this organization that is in
t he Seventh Council District, and |
appreciate all of the work that they do
to keep young people safe, especially in
atinmn like the one that we're living in
today in our city.

And so I'mgrateful for all of
the work, looking forward to conti nue
partnershi ps and to the work that can be
done to protect our young people.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, Council woman.

Those will be on today's
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man Jones
offers one bill and six resolutions. On

behal f of Council President C arke, an
ordi nance establishing parking

regul ati ons on both sides of North
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Carlisle Street, between West Grard
Avenue and Poplar Street; and

A non-privil eged resolution
recogni zi ng the appoi ntnment of Al bert W
Newman to the Veterans Advisory
Conmm ssi on; and

A non-privileged resol ution
appoi nti ng Council mnenber M ke Driscoll to
t he Phil adel phia Gas Comm ssion; and

A non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zing the Conmm ssi oner of Public
Property to execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent Authority
deeds conveying fee sinple title to 1736
North 22nd Street in the Fifth
Counci Il manic District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

The Chair recognizes Council man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: On ny --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: One
nor e?

CH EF CLERK: And on his own
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behal f, Council man Jones offers a
non-privileged resolution calling on the
Pennsyl vani a House of Representatives and
t he Pennsylvania State Senate to pass
House Bill 776 prohibiting untraceable
firearns and HB 777 banni ng "ghost gun"
parts.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. | renenber you and ny
col | eague, Menber Johnson, taking our day
off going up to Gaksville [sic] and
wal king into a gun show. W wal ked in
there and literally were overwhel ned by
t he nunber of tables, the nunber of
firearns, the types of people that were
buyi ng them and possibly just walking to
the parking lot and selling them

One of the booths actually had
parts to ghost guns, and ny col | eague,
Chair of Special Commttee on Qun
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Vi ol ence, has been a staunch opponent of
t hose types of guns.

What | believe is this
| egi sl ati on now nmakes the parts of an
unassenbl ed ghost gun have to be
regi stered and adds anot her | evel of
difficulty on people on our streets
reapi ng mayhem wi th these untraceabl e
guns.

So | think and want to thank
our col |l eagues and partners at the state
| evel for hearing us here in these
Chanbers who have to deal with it on a
day-to-day basis. So we want to thank
them for pushing for this type of
registration on the parts that create
t hose ghost guns that create the havoc in
our city.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci |l man.

Those resolutions will be on
next week's Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man Jones
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al so offers a non-privileged resol ution
al so nam ng 60th Street between Market
Street and Arch Street as "E. Paul
Sandi dge \Way."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol ution authorizing the Gty Council
Comm ttee on Law and Governnent to hold
public hearings examning the rate of
judgnments in small clains court.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
Johnson offers two bills and two
resolutions, entitled "An ordi nance
amendi ng Section 2 of an Ordinance (Bill
No. 200578) approved January 20, 2021,
entitled ' An ordi nance authorizing the
revision of lines and grades on a portion
of Gty Plan No. 46-S by striking from
the Gty Plan and vacati ng Penrose Ferry
Road from Penrose Avenue to its term nus

nort heastwardly therefrom'"
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CH EF CLERK: And an ordi nance
establ i shing parking regulations in the
vicinity of: Canmac Street and Johnston
Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privileged resolution also nam ng the
2100 bl ock of Federal Street "d audia
Smth Sherrod Way."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privileged resolution also nam ng the
1500 bl ock of Wharton Street "Janmes M une
Way. "

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | worman
Gaut hier offers one bill and three
resolutions, entitled "An ordi nance

establishing a no truck parking
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regulation in the vicinity of North 51st
Street and Brown Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol ution designating April 9, 2023
"Paul Robeson Day" to honor occasion of
the 125th anniversary of the birth of
actor, singer, |awyer, scholar and
activist Paul L. Robeson, Esquire.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol uti on honoring and congratul ating
Paul Robeson Hi gh School for Human
Servi ces student Alyssa Perren on her
hi storic adm ssion to Harvard University
and wi shing her luck on future endeavors.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution authorizing the
Phi | adel phia Land Bank to execute and
deliver to the Phil adel phia Housi ng
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Aut hority a deed conveying fee sinple
title to 1 through 49 Rudy Robi nson \Way
in the Third Councilmanic District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Next week's Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWMVOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President.

|'"d like to take a nonent of
personal privilege to acknow edge ny
guests here today. First, we have the
Paul Robeson House who is here to
cel ebrate Paul Robeson's 125th birthday.

Can you pl ease stand up and be

recogni zed.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: W are
al so hosting Al yssa Perren today and
Princi pal Gordon of Paul Robeson H gh to
cel ebrate Alyssa's historic acceptance

I nto Harvard University.
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Pl ease stand up.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMVOVAN GAUTHI ER: And,
finally, 1'd like to wel cone DeWayne
Drummond of t he Phil adel phia School
District and also a community | eader at
Mantua, and he is here wth the
Phi | adel phia School District Head Start
Policy Council, who are here to see how
our Council works.

Can you all stand up and be
recogni zed.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHIER:  So |''m
very honored to have so nmany wonder f ul
folks fromWst Philly here today.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you, Council wonan.

The Chair recogni zes Counci | man
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Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: | just
want to quickly say that | am as a
former educator also and col |l ege access
director, I'mvery proud of the work that
Paul Robeson has been doing at the high
school, particularly Principal Gordon.
Every tinme | neet a student from Paul
Robeson when | worked with young peopl e,
t hey al ways tal k about how Pri nci pal
Gordon is the man.

And so | want to say thank you
for all the work that you have done, and
al so, young lady, go to Harvard, do well
and make a difference there, and | ooking
forward to your success and heari ng how
you can cone back to Phil adel phia and
make contributions to your community.

So thanks a | ot.

Ril ey Jones is back there, a
good friend of mne. Shout-out to the
Paul Robeson House for all the work that
they're doing. W need to continue to

support them
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And | also want to thank our
Counci | woman Jam e Gaut hi er for making
this acknow edgenent. It's really
| nportant that we do those things.
Thank you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci | man.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
Driscoll offers an ordinance to approve a
maj or anendnment to the Holy Famly
Uni versity Master Plan related to the
Wel cone Center and an athletic field
structure in the area bounded by G ant
Avenue, Frankford Avenue, Carteret Drive,
Saint Denis Drive (extended), the
Poquessi ng Creek, and the Del aware
Expr essway.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CH EF CLERK: And an ordi nance

establ i shing parking restrictions for
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certain comercial vehicles in the
vicinity of Erdrick Street from Princeton
Avenue to Tyson Avenue.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Referred to committee.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
Squilla offers two resol utions, a
privileged resolution recognizing Bob
Smth for his standout career as a vital
| i nk between Contast NBCUni versal and the
Phi | adel phia non-profit community.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol ution proclaimng May 9, 2023 as
"Ki yoshi Kurom ya" day in Phil adel phia
for his contributions to civil rights and
struggl es of African Anericans, the LGBTQ
community, and those affected by H V and
Al DS.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: There are no

other bills or resolutions being offered

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 33
4/ 13/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

4/ 13/ 23 - STATED - REPORTS
today by the nenbers, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very nuch, M. Decker.

And our next order of business
Is reports fromcommttee, and the Chair
recogni zes Council man Jones for a report
fromthe Conmttee on Appropriations.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. The Commttee on
Appropriations offers one bill with a
favorabl e recommendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci | man.

M. Decker, please read that
report.

CH EF CLERK: To the President
and nenbers of the Council of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, the Comnmttee on
Appropriations, to which was referred
Bill No. 230150, entitled "An ordi nance
authorizing transfers in appropriations
for Fiscal Year 2023 fromthe Ceneral
Fund, certain or all Cty offices,

departnents, boards and conm ssions, and
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the Grants Revenue Fund, certain or all
Cty offices, departnents, boards and
comm ssions, to the CGeneral Fund, certain
or all Gty offices, departnents, boards
and comm ssions, the Hotel Room Rent al
Tax Fund, certain or all Cty offices,
departnents, boards and conmm ssi ons and
the Grants Revenue Fund, certain or all
Cty offices, departnents, boards and
conmi ssions,"” respectfully reports it has
consi dered and anended the sane and
returns the attached bill to Council wth
a favorabl e recommendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Bill No. 230150 will be
pl aced on our First Reading Cal endar at
our next session of Council.

And that concludes our report
fromcommttee, and our next order of
busi ness i s consideration of the
Cal endar .

There are no bills on the First
Readi ng Cal endar, so the Chair recognizes

Counci | man Jones for the purpose of
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calling up resolutions and bills on the
Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar
t oday.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
again, M. President. The foll ow ng
resolutions and bills are being called up
from Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endars today: Nos. 230254, 230255,
230034- A, 230009-A, 230007, and 230107.
Al other bills and resol utions are being
hel d.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you very nuch, Council man.

So before we consider these
resolutions and bills, we will have our
public comment session. Your public
conment nust concern matters on the
Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar
for possible action at today's session.

Al l speakers nmust sign up in
order to testify. |f you have not
al ready signed up, you nay do so now at
the Sergeant-at-Arns' table outside of
t he Council Chanbers. Once you have
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signed up, you will be called in the
order in which your nane appears on the
si gn-up sheet.

Today we have a significant
nunber, but we're going to do three
m nutes today. You wll have three
mnutes to testify, but fromtine to
tinme, that tine may vary based on the
vol ume of individuals that are speaking
SO we can ensure that everybody has an
opportunity to speak in a tinely way.

When you begi n speaki ng, you
wll see a green light on the podium
When there are 30 seconds renai ni ng on
t hat device, you will start concl uding
your remarks. \Wen the light turns red,
we' d ask that you pl ease adhere to our
gui del i nes and concl ude your renmarKks.

| want to thank you very nuch.

And, M. Decker, can you call
the first nanme on the I|ist.

CH EF CLERK: Queen Judith
Robi nson, commenting on 221015 and 220 --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Hold
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on, M. Decker.
Counci | woman, did your mc
not. ..
COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Yes.
Thank you, Council President. | was
seeki ng acknow edgnent, but today I
wanted to recogni ze the presence of young
people who | net last year here in Cty
Hal | from Fridays for the Future
Phi | adel phia. They are organi zing around
climate, Aaron Young, Noah Fore, and
Clara Hinsley, and | just wanted to
wel cone them before public coment.
Thank you, Council President.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci | woman.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

M. Decker, please proceed.

CH EF CLERK: The first speaker
today is Queen Judith Robinson,
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comenting on 221015 and 220865.

Thank you.

her e?

I's Jani ce
230290.

nor ni ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Not

Next name.
CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Sykes Ross, conmmenting on

(Appl ause.)

(Wtness approached podi um)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good

M5. ROSS: Good norning. M

name is Janice Sykes Ross and | am proud

to serve as the Executive Director of the
West Phil adel phia Cultural Alliance,

whi ch operates and nmanages the Paul

Robeson House and Museum

From April the 8th to April

the 15th and across three major cities in
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the United States - in Philadel phia,
Harl em New York, and in Princeton, New
Jersey - we have col |l aborated to
cel ebrate the 125th birthday of Paul
Ler oy Robeson.

Robeson was not just an actor
and a singer, he was a civil rights
activist, long before we even heard about
civil rights and | ong before it was safe
to be an activist.

We are grateful that
Phi | adel phia Cty Council is recognizing
hi mtoday by creating a day in honor of
this great renai ssance man. W hope t hat
our federal officials wll follow suit --
you know, Phil adel phia is always the
first -- and create a national holiday
for M. Robeson, because he is nore than
deserving of this honor.

W invite nmenbers of Council to
join us tonorrow for the street
renam ng -- and thank you so nmuch for
passi ng that resolution -- outside of the

Paul Robeson House and Museum at 50t h and
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Wal nut as well as a reception and panel
di scussion at the historic Bel nont
Mansi on on Friday evening, follow ng a
gala at the Annenberg Center on Saturday,
April the 15th, which is our closing
gal a.

Ms. M chael's sentinents --
well, Ms. Mchael was supposed to go
first, but she's going to say that we
t hank you whol eheartedly for and
appreci ate Counci | woman Gaut hi er and al |
menbers of Gty Council who are
supporting this resolution. W're
t hanki ng you i n advance.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I's Vernoca M chael, comenting on 230290.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good

nor ni ng.
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M5. M CHAEL: Good nor ni ng.
| ' m Vernoca M chael, past Executive
Director of the West Phil adel phia
Cultural Alliance. It's a pleasure to be
here today as we recogni ze the | egacy of
the great Paul L. Robeson, Esquire, a man
that | grew up with and | called Uncle
Paul , a man who is an actor, singer, et
cetera.

The M chael and Robeson
famlies were an extended famly, which
shared a bond that has never been broken.
Paul 's brother and ny father were called
the twwns inthe famly. So it was great
to have an opportunity to |live across the
street from Aunt Marian and Uncl e Paul .

My job while attendi ng Penn was
to be his niece, who spent intimate tines
with him who drove him around and
sonetinmes just sat there and tal ked about
life's | essons.

My nother, Elizabeth M chael, a
former concert artist, sang with him and
nmy father, the Reverend Dr. E. Rachel
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M chael, was his brother and speci al
confidant. Little did | know nearly
50 years ago that | would have an
opportunity to be the Executive Director
of the Paul Robeson House following its
founder and first executive Frances P.
Aul ston. One of her great attributes was
| ooki ng toward the future.

And so today we thank Gty
Council that we have waited seven years
today for this event. Thank you for
recogni zing nmy Uncle Paul for the great
man that he was in this world and the
| egacy he left behind, nam ng April 9th
Paul Robeson Day for the world to know
t hat Phi |l adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a | oved
hi m

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
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Is Riley Jones, comenting on 230290.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: (Good
nor ni ng.

MR. JONES: Good norning. M
nane is Riley Jones, |V

As a young African Anerican
attorney who travels across the country
for work, it's ny honor to volunteer ny
time and talent here as a Board nenber of
t he West Phil adel phia Cultural Alliance,
whi ch has the awesone responsibility of
overseei ng the Paul Robeson House and
Museum which at one point was the hone
of Paul and his sister.

W recently received a
$1 mllion grant fromthe Andrew W
Mel | on Foundation in support of Paul's
125t h bi rt hday.

Yes, pl ease.

(Appl ause.)

MR JONES: And the West
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Phi | adel phia Cultural Alliance was

3 established in 1984 to stinulate
4 community participation in the arts by
5 cultivating an interest and an
6 under st andi ng of and an appreci ation for
7 the arts in the greater Phil adel phia
8 region. |t grewout of a Gty of
9 Phil adel phia initiative to assess the
10 cul tural needs of nei ghborhoods and was
11 | ed by our founder, Frances P. Aul ston.
12 It's inportant that we not only
13 preserve the cultural arts in our city
14 but that we also take tinme to recognize
15 the Gty's rich history and the many nen
16 and wormren who have contributed to it.
17 Paul Robeson was and remai ns a gi ant
18 figure in American and international
19 history for the many contributions and
20 sacrifices he made to hel p others.
21 He used his voice not only to
22 act and to sing but to serve as a
23 tireless activist for civil and equal
24 rights, sonmething we're still fighting
25 for today.
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And so on behalf of the Board
of Directors of WPCA, we would like to
t hank Counci | woman Gaut hier for inviting
us, and a special hello to ny good friend
Counci | renber Phillips for having us here
today in support of the resolution to
renane Paul Robeson \Wy.

So thank you very nmuch for your
time.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Adam Nagel .

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

MR NAGEL: Good norni ng,
Council President. M nane is Adam
Nagel. | amhere today to speak on the
resol ution introduced by Council menber
Phillips.
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| am the Canpai gn Manager for
PennFuture in the Gty of Phil adel phia
and | am here today to provide remarks in
support of that resol ution.

PennFuture is the statew de
envi ronnent al advocacy non-profit. W
are leading the transition to a clean
ener gy econony in Pennsylvania and
beyond. W are protecting our air,
wat er, and | and and enpowering citizens
to build sustainable communities for
future generations.

Phi | adel phi a's drinking water
supply faced incredible threat on the
ni ght of March 24th, 2023. Mre than
8,000 gall ons of toxic chemcals were
spilled into Oter Creek, which
endangered the drinking water provided to
Phi | adel phia by the Delaware River. This
was not the first time that this chem cal
pl ant had contam nated the | and or water
around which it operates, but this
I nci dent represented the gravest threat

to one of our nobst precious natural
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resources and the residents of
Phi | adel phi a.

Based on reporting surroundi ng
the incident and the i medi ate afternmath,
It appears that the systens put in place
to handl e these energenci es worked as
they should. Notification was provided
to the proper authorities and to inpacted
water utility systenms so that all parties
could begin to assess and manage the
danger presented by the toxic chem cal
spill. W know that staff at the
Phi | adel phi a Wat er Departnent worked
qui ckly to do just that.

However, as we all know from
our experience in the days that foll owed
and as the resolution nakes clear,
residents were ultimately fail ed by
nmenbers at the highest level of Gty
governnent and were not adequately
prepared for this credible threat due to
del ayed notice, confusing directives, and
a failure to communi cate properly or at
all w th Phil adel phi ans who speak
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| anguages ot her than Engli sh.

Phi | adel phia Cty Council nust
take this necessary action so that we can
| earn fromthis episode and better
prepare ourselves for a future potenti al
t hr eat .

A hearing is necessary so that
the public can be provided the detail ed
tinmeline of events, establishing the
actions taken, and the decisions made by
the Adm nistration fromthe tinme it was
notified of the toxic spill to the public
briefing that took place on March 26t h.

A hearing is necessary so that
the public can learn why nost of us, if
not all of us, were not aware of the
threat to our drinking water until only
hours before the Adm ni stration advised
that we m ght want to consider sw tching
to bottled water.

A hearing is necessary so that
the public can | earn what progress has
been made to ensure that all of us

receive tinely informati on that may
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| npact our health and safety regardl ess
of the | anguage that we speak.

Most inportantly, a hearing is
necessary to begin to reverse the | atest
danage done to public confidence in our
wat er supply.

It is an unfortunate reality
t hat many Phil adel phi ans do not dri nk
their tap water, and nmany have not done
so for years. Despite the tireless work
of the Phil adel phi a Wat er Depart nent,
academ c institutions, non-profit
or gani zati ons, and conmmunity nenbers, too
many of us still do not trust that the
water we are drinking is clean.

The Admi nistration's response
to the toxic chemcal spill nmade it that
much nore difficult for residents to
trust their tap water, and undid the work
t hat has been done through initiatives
li ke Drink Philly Tap.

| urge the adoption of the
resolution and that Gty Council nove

with all possible speed to assign a
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committee to the inportant task of
hol di ng a hearing on this matter.

Thank you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony.
CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Is Gand Worthy Matron Paul ette V. Askew.
(Wtnesses approached podi um)
DR. JONES: Good norni ng.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.
DR JONES: M nane is
Dr. Stanley J. Jones, Jr., and | amthe
53rd G and Worthy Patron of Deborah G and
Chapter, Order of Eastern Star,
| ncorporated, Prince Hall adopted, for
t he Commonweal th of Pennsylvania, and it
I's now ny due diligence and so ny honor

and pl easure to present to sone and
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I ntroduce to others the 53rd Grand Wrt hy
Matron of Deborah Grand Chapter, O der of
the Eastern Star, Incorporated, Prince
Hal | adopted, for the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a, Sister Paulette Virginia
Askew.

WIIl all nmenbers please rise.

(Appl ause.)

GRAND WORTHY MATRON ASKEW
Thank you. You nmay be seated.

This is the day that the Lord
has made. | will rejoice and be glad in
it.

Good norning. Everybody can be
great, because anybody can serve.

Good norning, Cty Council
menbers and guests. M nane is Paulette
V. Askew, No. 39, and | bring you
greetings as the 53rd Gand Worthy Matron
of Deborah Grand Chapter, O der of
Eastern Star, |ncorporated, Prince Hall

adopt ed, Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a,
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where our thene for this adm nistration
Is HUGS, Help Us G ow Stronger, and ny
nmotto is Wsdomis the Proper Use of
Know edge.

It is truly an honor and a
privilege to be here with you all this
norni ng. Thank you, special thanks to
Sister Alice Harris.

We are here to present
Certificates of Appreciation to the Cty
Counci | wonen of Phil adel phi a.

| wll read the first
certificate with the nane, for all the
certificates say the sane thing, but the
first one will be given to, Certificate
of Appreciation presented to Janm e
Gauthier, District 3, in appreciation of
your untiring efforts regarding the Cty
of Phi | adel phi a.

( Appl ause.)

GRAND WORTHY MATRON ASKEW

Your commtnent to excell ence deserves to
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be recogni zed and cel ebrated. My God
continue to bless you as you continue to
support its endeavors. Paulette V.
Askew, No. 39, Gand Wrthy Matron, and
Dr. Stanley J. Jones, Jr., Gand Wrthy
Pat r on.

This is her certificate.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

GRAND WORTHY MATRON ASKEW
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you very nuch. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Is R chard Gordon.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

MR GORDON: Good norning, Gty

Council. Thank you for having ne. | am
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Ri chard Gordon. |'mthe proud Princi pal
of Paul Robeson Hi gh School. | am
Phi | adel phia's first, and only, State and

Nat i onal Principal of the Year.

(Appl ause.)

MR. GORDON: | have been naned
Nati onal Principal of the Year by three
different organi zations, so that's three
ti mes, because |'ve had the pleasure for
the last ten years to have been the
princi pal of sone amazi ng students. And
so I'"'mhere to just say thank you.

Over the course of ten years,
|'ve had the opportunity to work with a
popul ation that's 100 percent mnority,
95 percent African Anmerican, 85 percent
living bel ow the poverty |line, and yet we
still are one of the top, if not the top,
academ c growmh schools in the entire
Cty of Philadel phia. W do see
oursel ves as one of the best. And today

we' ve had the pleasure of having a
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resol ution submtted by Jam e Gauthier --
t hank you so nuch -- to honor one of our
amazi ng students who is going to Harvard
Uni versity, Alyssa Perren.

And so Alyssa is always --
Al yssa, stand up, cone on.

(Appl ause.)

MR, GORDON: So Alyssa Perren
has al ways been an anmmzi ng student, has
been on honor roll ever since the day she
wal ked in the door at Paul Robeson High
School, but nore than that, she
represents the amazing work that's
happeni ng at Paul Robeson H gh School,
because she's sitting with her friends
and every single person that's sitting
over there is going to a four-year
col | ege and many of which on schol arshi p.

(Appl ause.)

MR. GORDON: Every year we get
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the opportunity to celebrate a 95 percent
graduation rate, because our students are
dedi cated to their education.

And so this process for ne
started just ten years ago back even when
| was at a previous school when the
Counci|l President supported ne at a
previ ous school, and we went through the
hardshi p of watching the school cl ose.
And then now even after all those years,
to be here sitting in front of you at a
school that should not be existing at
this point because it was about to cl ose
and to have amazi ng students dedicate
t hensel ves to turn it around to be one of
the best in the Gty and to have a
nati onal profile, the only thing I can do
here today is say thank you to this body
for always over the course of the | ast
ten years celebrating us, which is
evi dent not just by our presence here
today but by the nine, | repeat, nine
citations and two resolutions that you

guys have bestowed on our school over the
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course of the |last ten years.
So on behalf of the famli es,

t he students, and the staff nenbers of
Paul Robeson Hi gh School, | say thank you
to this entire body. | say a speci al
thanks to Jam e Gauthier for this amazing
honor, and thank you for honoring ny

students, because they are certainly sone

10 of the nost hardworking students in the
1 Cty of Phil adel phia.
12 Thank you.
13 .- -
14 ( Appl ause.)
15 .- -
16 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
17 Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.
18 CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
19 i s Lynn Landes, conmenting on 210913.
20 (Wt ness approached podium)
21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: (Good
22 nor ni ng.
23 MS. LANDES:. Good norning. M
24 nanme is Lynn Landes of
25 Heal thAl ertPhilly.org. | support
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Resol ution 210913. However, as the Cty
continues to require COVID vacci nes of
Cty enpl oyees and ot her groups, why
hasn't Cty Council at |east conducted
public hearings into the public health
| npact of COVID vacci nes?

In Florida, the Suprene Court
has authorized a grand jury to
I nvesti gate COVID vacci ne manuf acturers
and ot her involved organi zati ons.
Meanwhi | e, Pennsyl vani a and ot her states
have proposed | egislation to place
defibrillators in every school. Perhaps
that's because an increased incidence of
sudden cardi ac arrest anong teens.

Myocarditis and pericarditis,
al ong with ot her dangerous and deadly
reactions, are listed in the FDA-required
COVI D vacci ne package inserts. The CDC
does its best to downplay the devastating
health effects of COVID vacci nation, but
sone statistics are hard to hide.

The Society of Actuaries

rel eased its excess death nunbers for
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Decenber 2022. They found a stunning
43 percent increase in excess deaths for
t hose under age 45.

The Vacci ne Danmage Project has
conservatively estimated that due to the
COVI D vaccine rollout in 2021, at | east
26.6 mllion individuals between the ages
of 16 and 64 have been i njured,

1.36 mllion individuals becane severely
di sabl ed, and 310, 000 excess deat hs have
occurred.

And al t hough COVI D vacci nes are
particul arly dangerous, they are simlar
to all FDA-approved vaccines in that they
have not been tested for their potenti al
to, one, cause cancer; two, danage DNA;
or, three, inpair fertility, as admtted
I n Section 13 of every vacci ne package
I nsert.

In nmy hand | have a 27-page
I nsert --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Ms.
Landes, Ms. Landes, we're not going to do
that today. Cone on. Listen --
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MS. LANDES: Excuse ne. Are
you telling ne not to --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: M.
Landes, you sign up to testify about a
bill and you cone in with this every
week.

M5. LANDES: No, | do not cone
in. Last week I was --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: If
you send a letter, request a hearing on
COvVID-19. W're not -- that's not what
you signed up for.

M5. LANDES: kay. So you're
stopping ne fromtal king about it?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Send

a letter and ask for a hearing on

18 COvVI D-19. Ckay?

19 M5. LANDES. Let nme -- can |

20 finish up?

21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: No.

22 | f you want to tal k about the bill that

23 you signed up for, please do so, but you

24 keep testing us --

25 M5. LANDES: |'m asking for
LEXI TAS
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public hearings --
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Ms.
Landes, we're not talking about -- if you
want to tal k about COVID 19, send a
| etter and ask for a request or a hearing
about COVID- 19, but don't sign up for

another bill and not testify on that
bill.

M5. LANDES: This is a public
forum

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: No.
This is a hearing about a bill that's on

the Cal endar today. That's not on the
Cal endar today. kay?

M5. LANDES: This is a
violation --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: [t's
| i ke every week we have to go through
this wth you.

Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
is Benita WIIians.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
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nor ni ng.

M5. WLLIAMS: Good norning,
Council President, Council. M nane is
Benita WIllianms and | amthe Executive
Director of the Philadelphia Children's
Alliance. W're here today to thank
Counci | man | sai ah Thomas and Counci | woman
Lozada for introducing the resolution for
PCA.

PCA is located in the Frankford
section of Phil adel phia and is the only
child advocacy center |ocated in the
Cty. W are uniquely co-located with
the Special Victins Unit of the
Phi | adel phia Police Departnent as well as
t he Special Investigations Unit of DHS.
We al so have a nedical clinic on site
where children can be exam ned who have
been i npacted by child sexual abuse. The
clinic is manned by CHOP and Saint Chris,
and we could not do this work w thout our
partners there.

Last year we served over 2,000
children in the Gty of Phil adel phia who
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have been inpacted by child sexual abuse

3 and severe physical abuse. W provide
4 forensic interview ng services, victim
5 support services, therapy, and nedi cal
6 exam nations on site. W are a one-stop
7 shop for children so they do not have to
8 be re-traumati zed over and over again by
9 multiple interviews by multiple
10 pr of essi onal s.
11 April is Child Abuse Prevention
12 Month. We nust work together as a
13 comunity to bring awareness to child
14 abuse and child sexual abuse. These
15 children do not ask to cone here, and so
16 It Is our duty as a community to protect
17 t hem
18 Again, thank you for this
19 resolution and City Council for all that
20 you do to support PCA
21 Thank you.
22 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
23 Thank you for your testinony.
24 .- -
25 ( Appl ause.)
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CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Is Mama Gail C ouden, commenti ng on
221015.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. CLOUDEN. | am --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. CLOUDEN. Good day,
everybody. Peace and | ove.

| awakened a few days ago. |
was out of town, and | awakened after
getting nessages 4 o'clock in the
nor ni ng. Those nessages were for you all
that are here in Cty Council. | had
time to cry and rel ease.

Sone of you have taken these
seats, not know ng just how corrupt
things are and were in this holy city
cal | ed Phil adel phi a.

I n 2015, the United Nations
declared that it was the decade of
descendents of those people, us, our

ancestors, that have been brought across
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the Atlantic Ocean through the sl ave
trade, us, the descendents.

Al'l over the world after that
announcenent was nade that it was our
decade, it seened that incredible fear
cane across the globe. How would we get
our reparations was what | felt was going
on. Then in Phil adel phia, one of ny
friends, nentor, and good friend, Master
Hi dale | zonmoto (ph), said to ne, there's
a mcro and a macro. And | realized
every time | was at the UN and cane hone
to Phil adel phia, this was the mcro, that
t hat was the nmacro.

And there were neetings here in
Phi | adel phi a about the 2035 Plan and |
sat in where citizens were sumoned to be
mani pul at ed and asked questi ons about
their needs for their community, how they
could be better, while never being told
t hat those questions bei ng asked were for
t he repl acenent nei ghbors.

The people have a right to know
that the Gty of Philadel phia is a whole
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city that sits on a lot of water. They
have a right to know that there isn't the
kind of infrastructure needed for the
greed that's being heaped on it by those
of you and them the greedy devel opers
and ot hers.

| "' masking you, Gty
Counci | people, to conme out of your fear,
conme out of -- conme out with courage and
do the right thing for the people of
Phi | adel phia, the famlies that have
gi ven the nost and have the |east.
CGenerations have suffered enough after
building this city, this country. Enough
I S enough.

The bill has been changed
several tinmes, and I didn't even | ook at
it this time. The thought of a ten-year
abat ement being given to devel opers that
don't need it, while each tine we hear
about these different situations where
sonething is going to be given to the
little people, it's only a trickling

effect, and | just want to say to you,
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our communities deserve nore.
From the ancestors to today,
our communities deserve better, and |I'm
asking you to please step up in courage.
| ' ve heard people say the unions, the
uni ons, the unions. Let ne say sonething
to you. On this day, Thursday, April
the 13th, 2023, the day of our Lord, |
stand here, | decree, | claim and |
decl are enough is enough. Qur people
deserve better. You all have the ability
to nmake that so.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.
M5. CLOUDEN: God bl ess you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Horace O ouden, commenting on 221015.

(Wtness approached podi um)

MR. CLOUDEN:. Yes. M/ nane is
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Hor ace - -

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

MR. CLOUDEN. Good norning. My
name i s Horace C ouden.

You know, we tal k about tax
abatenments for the next ten years. For
the next ten years, | wll be paying a
m ni rum of $30, 000, you know, maki ng ny
property not affordable.

| s this an ordi nance that woul d
take tax dollars away fromthe School
District? Well, the last tinme the School
District gave a tax abatenent, it was for
$13 million, you know, and now they're
asking Gty Council for an additional
$318 mllion.

Stop with these tax abatenents.
Make everybody pay their fair share. |'m
sure the devel opers are getting a break
on the land and w |l be nmaki ng noney at
the sane tine.

Agai n, ny taxes have been

I ncreased over 100 percent, and |'m
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wai ting for the opinion of one person if
it should remain the sane.

Stop believing that the School
District is underfunded by how they are
spendi ng the noney. There is a fair
funding formula within the School
District, who chooses to educate a sel ect
group.

And I1'd like to end with this:
Paul Robeson was here. Paul Robeson Hi gh
School m ght not have been here if it
wasn't for the Couden famly back in
2012, 2013, because we testified at every
School Board neeting to keep Paul Robeson
open. Plus we gave the data to support
why they should keep it open. And guess
what ? They kept it open because of the
Gl ouden famly.

That's what we do. W are for
all the children, and here again, we have
an issue on the table dealing with these
pools. The District wants to open one
pool, but we say they can open all five
pool s, but yet they don't invite the
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comunity to the table.

So thank you for listening to

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony, sir.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Leah C ouden, commenting on 221015.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: (Good
nor ni ng.

M5. LEAH CLOUDEN. Good
norning. |'m Leah C ouden.

So as | nove about this city in
frustration, you know, just |ooking at
everything in this abatenent, to not
al l ow t hese conpanies not to pay their
fair share, you have taxed the property
owners over 100 percent in West
Phi | adel phia. | don't even knowif it's
all over the Gty, but it seens that West

Phi | adel phia is designated for sonething,
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but it is not the residents of West
Phi | adel phi a.

| watch these buil dings go up
on |l ands that once housed |ike two-story
bui | di ngs, maybe three-story, and now we
see that they're building twice as high
as the property that used to stand on
that |ot.

We see that they're building
Into the backyards. So even if you all ow
t hese conpanies to give 10 percent of
their property or their units as
| ow-i ncome hones is insane, because
they're maki ng nore than 100 percent | ust
because they build everything double.

Al'so, with the infrastructure,
you tal k about the pipes are over 100
years, but you're trying to tax the
people -- or not to tax them but charge
the people to replace these pipes, but
you have these conpanies that cone in
that also build that's going to put nuch,
much nore stress on the pipes, on the
el ectricity, everything. Not only that,
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they bring their vehicles. So now we
have to deal with pollution. You talk
about sol ar power, and then with their
bui | di ngs that are goi ng up nmuch hi gher
than the two-story hones that are on that
bl ock, now you're bl ocking the sun. Now
you' re changi ng our skylight.

This has to stop. |If they're
going to build, charge them No
abatenment. Charge them just |ike you're
charging the residents. Either that or
you' re aggressively trying to replace the
residents. A replacenent society. It
has to stop.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you for your testinony.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker

I s Ogbonna Hagi ns, commenting on 230255.
(Wtness approached podi um)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
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nor ni ng.

MR. HAG NS: G eat norning,
everyone. | would like to thank
Counci | woman Vaughn for this particular
resolution calling for the United States
Congress to pass the Sergeant |saac
Whodard, Jr. and Sergeant Joseph H.
Maddox G I. Bill Resolution Act.

According to schol ars,

28 percent of white veterans went to
college on the GI1. Bill while only

12 percent of Afro Americans went on the
GIl. Bill.

This bill that is before our
Congress is sonething that is definitely
wel | overdue. If it were ne in one of
t hese Council seats, however, | would
deal with reparations and the
di scrimnatory practices of this city.

There's a ot of crine and
there's a ot of violence, primarily in
the Afro American comunity, and from
where |'msitting, it's as a result of

poverty, and that poverty cane from no
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generational wealth for the Afro
Aner i can.

So, yes, let's deal with
Congress and let's agree and pass a
resolution on that, but let's do
sonething right here in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia for the Afro Aneri can.

There is an Ofice of |nm grant
Affairs in Gty Hall here. There's an
Ofice of LEGTQ Affairs. Wiere is the
O fice of Afro Anerican Affairs?

W need an office to deal with
the many problens in this Cty of
Phi |l adel phia. If it were ne in one of
t hese seats as a Council person, that
woul d be one of the first things that |
woul d address, because you're playing
ganes when you're creating all of these
non-profit organizations or all these
non-profit organizations are being funded
and we're not dealing with the -- to stop
vi ol ence. These organi zati ons were
funded who are dealing with violence, but

we're not dealing with the major culprit
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of violence and crine in our city, and

3 that is poverty.

4 So l'mcalling for -- like |

5 said, | thank Councilwoman Vaughn for the

6 resol ution, but we need to deal with the

7 main issue in this city, which is

8 poverty, primarily anongst the Afro

9 Aneri cans.

10 Have a great day.

11 - - -

12 ( Appl ause.)

13 .- -

14 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

15 Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.

16 CHI EF CLERK: The next speaker

17 is Mke Africa, Jr.

18 (Wtness approached podi um)

19 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good

20 nor ni ng.

21 MR. AFRI CA: Good norning. My

22 name is Mke Africa, Jr. Thank you for

23 havi ng ne.

24 So I'msure a lot of you have

25 heard about ny famly. | conme froma
LEXI TAS
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very conplicated famly with a very
conplicated history called the MOVE
or gani zati on.

Ri ght now for sone reason
peopl e have kind of deened ne in the
| eadershi p position of the organization
for sone reason. | don't know why. But
| do know that it is inportant for us to
reclaim restore, and reinmagi ne our
history the sane way it's inportant to do
that in our comunities, and nyself, |
have taken on the responsibility of
trying to make that happen.

Two years ago, Jam e Gauthier,
Counci | wonman Jam e Gaut hi er, thank you
for working to pass a resolution to nake
May 13th a historic day, a day of
remenbrance in the Gty of Phil adel phia
for the bonb that was dropped in 1985.

We have been working with the
Paul Robeson House to archive our history
so that the story can be told. The
really inportant part about this is to

restore, but it is also to reinagine.
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| think activismis |ike
parenting. |If we could start over again
and do it over from when our babies were
babies with the know edge that we have
now, we would so that we can devel op them
better than we did.

We all nmake m stakes, but it is
very inportant to learn fromthose
m st akes so that we can bring about a new
life that brings about change and better
product s.

So that's what ny work is, and
| am so proud that | partnered wth the
Paul Robeson House to do that, and we are
wor ki ng on creating the MOVE archive so
that we can tell this story, the truth of
it, warts and all, so that we can nmake a

better change in this society.

(Appl ause.)

MR AFRI CA: Thank you. Have a
great day.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you for your testinony.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Queen Judith Robinson, commenting on
221015 and 220865.

(Wtness approached podi um)

QUEEN ROBI NSON: Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: (Good
nor ni ng.

QUEEN ROBI NSON:  Judith
Robi nson, Queen Judith Robi nson here
regardi ng 220865 and 221015.

As |'mwatching what's goi ng
on, the inplenentation of what you all
vote on, I'mseeing a lot of |and
novenent, claimng to support affordable
housi ng. However, affordable housing is
really relative. Affordable to who?

PHA, Phil adel phi a Housi ng
Aut hority, is our national organi zation
that gets funding directly from federal

governnent that's not being nmanaged to
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provi de the incone-based housi ng.
| ncone- based housing is based on incone
of each individual, and that's how we
build shelter for those who have the
| east anong us. Okay?

We have been allowng PHA to do
em nent donmai n, taking honeowners'
property. Unprecedented. But | digress.

What | want to focus on is how
we can use PHA to provide basic
| nconme- based housing. [|If we do not do
that, we are just rolling along in the
nanme of claimng affordability.

As we tal k about the budget, we
are getting ready -- we are in the
process of budget hearings. | want to
make certain that we prioritize our youth
and that we provide progranmng in every
bui | di ng, PHA centers, every rec center,
every PAL center. This is the tine to
focus your attention on putting the
fundi ng where the problemis.

W want prevention. Prevention

Is what we're seeking, and we want to

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 80
4/ 13/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

4/ 13/ 23 - STATED - PUBLI C COVMENT
make certain that every programis
show ng docunent abl e results,
docunent abl e.

Money shoul dn't be -- you know,
we can just hold the noney in escrow
until we find out the right things.

There's a book | want you all
to get, because |I'mcom ng back to talk
about, Murder is No Accident, Dr. Deborah
Stith. Please get that book, and ||

tell you why I'mdemanding that. |[|'m
asking that you repeal sone bills. The
driving equality bill needs to be
repeal ed until further notice. In

addi tion, that wholesaling bill, 200544,
must be rescinded. It's a license to
steal. MW Realty knew about that, and

|"' mgoing to cone back at you all with
t hat, because every one of you all knew
about MV Realty for at |east two years.
| want to know why you didn't do and
there still has not been a buyer beware
canpai gn as of yet.

There's a ot that you need to
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focus on, but | thank you for the
opportunity. Thank you for the tine.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you for your testinony.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her speakers, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very much, and thank all of you
who have cone in to testify on behal f of
the citizens of the Gty of Philadel phi a.

W will now consider the bills
and resol utions on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endar today.

| would ask the Cerk to pl ease
read the title to Resolution No. 230254.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 2410 & 2412 North Oianna
Street located in the 7th Council manic
District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
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Chair recogni zes Counci |l wonan Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Council President. | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and the resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, please read the
title of Resolution No. 230255.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
calling upon the United States Congress
to pass the Sergeant |saac Wodward, Jr.
and Sergeant Joseph H Maddox G 1. Bill
Restoration Act.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
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Chair recogni zes Counci | woman Vaughn.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Thank
you, Council President. Before |I nove
for the adoption of this resolution, |I'd
like to say a few renmarks.

As Anmericans, we have al ways
taken great pride in our Arned Forces.
We show such admration for our service
menbers for their remarkable strength and
bravery, especially when in nany cases it
has neant having to nmake the ultimate
sacrifice.

Such high regard for these
heroes was the basis for the passage of
t he Servicenen's Readj ustnent Act of
1944, also known as the GI1. Bill. It
was presuned that such |egislation
enacted in the post-Wrld War Il era
woul d convey the death of our collective
gratitude as a nation, giving all our nen
and wonen in uniforma well-deserved shot
at building generational wealth and their
own Anerican dream

How wrong were we? The
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benefits of the GI. Bill, which included
educati onal assistance and | ow cost
nort gages, extended to everyone who was
not a person of color. That is why |
appl aud Congressnen Jim C yburn and Seth
Moulton for their |eadership in
rei ntroduci ng the Sergeant |saac
Wodward, Jr. and Sergeant Joseph H.
Maddox G I. Bill Restoration Act and urge
Congress to pass it.

Thi s neasure synboli zes
good-faith effort to right a generational
wrong, the decades-|ong denial of Bl ack
Wrld War Il veterans and their
descendents the G |. benefits that are
rightfully owed, and a recommtnent to
honor a prom se made nearly 80 years ago
of an equal chance at a dream deferred
for many for far too |ong.

Wth that, | nove for the
notion to pass this resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's

been noved and properly seconded.
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Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

M. Decker, please read the
title of Bill No. 230034-A.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance to
anend t he Phil adel phia Zoni ng Maps by
changi ng the zoni ng desi gnati ons of
certain areas of |land |located within an
area bounded by Haverford Avenue, 44th
Street, Bel nont Avenue, G rard Avenue,
and 40th Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

This bill having been read on
two different days, the question nowis
shall the bill pass finally.

The Chief Cerk will please
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call the roll.

Bass.

Driscoll.

Gaut hi er.

Glnore Ri

Harrity.

Johnson.

Lozada.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | worman

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | worman

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | wonman
char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | wonan

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Aye.
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O Neill.

Phillips.

Squi |l | a.

Thonas.

Vaughn.

d arke.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nan

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nan

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nan

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nan

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council President

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Aye.
The ayes are 14; the nays are

zero. A mpjority of all nenbers present

voting in the affirmative, the bill

passes.

M. Decker, 230009-A.
CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
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anmendi ng Chapter 12-2800 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
"Adm ni strative Adjudication of Parking
Violations," by further providing with
respect to nonetary penalties for
on-street parking of semtrailers and
truck tractors.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

The Chair recognizes Council man
O Neill for an anmendnent.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Thank you,
M. President. | would like to offer an

anmendnment to Bill No. 230009-A. A copy
of the anmendnent has been circulated to
all menbers of Council, and | nove for
t he adoption of the anmendnent.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor of the notion
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and Bill No. 230009-A has
been anmended. Bill No. 230009-A, as
anended, w |l be placed on our Final
Passage Cal endar at our next session of
Counci | .

M. Decker, 230007.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anmendi ng Section 14-513 of The
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled "/ TOD,
Transit-Oi ented Devel opnent Overl ay
District" and anendi ng Section 14-533 of
The Phil adel phia Code, entitled "/MN,

M xed | nconme Nei ghborhoods Overl ay
District," to expand the applicable areas
of each district in the vicinity of

Mar ket Street between 54th Street and
63rd Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

This bill having been read on

two different days, the question nowis

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 90
4/ 13/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

4/ 13/ 23 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

shal |l the

Bass.

Driscoll.

Gaut hi er.

Glnore R

Harrity.

Johnson.

Lozada.

bill pass finally.
M. Decker, call the roll.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | worman
char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nan

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | worman
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O Neill.

Phillips.

Squi | | a.

Thonas.

Vaughn.

d ar ke.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | worman

COUNCI LWOMAN VAUGHN:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Council President

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Aye.
The ayes are 14; the nays are

zero. A mjority of all nenbers present

voting in the affirmative, the bill

passes.

M. Decker, 230107.
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CH EF CLERK: An ordinance to
anend t he Phil adel phia Zoni ng Maps by
changi ng the zoni ng desi gnati ons of
certain areas of land |located within an
area bounded by 63rd Street, Callowhill
Street, Felton Street and Vine Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
bill having been read on two different
days, the question nowis shall the bill
pass finally.

M. Decker, call the roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | worman

Bass.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
Driscol .
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | worman
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | worman

G | nore Ri chardson.
COUNCI LWOMAN RI CHARDSON:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
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Harrity.

Johnson.

Lozada.

O Neill.

Phil Iips.

Squi l | a.

Thonas.

Vaughn.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | wonman

COUNCI LWOVAN LCZADA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
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COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Council President
d ar ke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Aye.

The ayes are 14; the nays are
zero. A mpjority of all nenbers present
voting in the affirmative, the bill
passes.

M. Decker, do you have any
addi ti onal resolutions?

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
authorizing Gty Council to hold hearings
to investigate Phil adel phia's energency
managenent practices and the Cty's
overal | preparedness when facing credible
threats to our drinking water, introduced
t oday by Councilman Philli ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The

Chair recogni zes Council man Phillips.
COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Thank
you, Council President. | nove to adopt

the resol ution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
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been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
recogni zi ng and supporting the health and
wel | ness of Bl ack manas and birthing
peopl e by acknow edging April 11 through
17, 2023, as "Bl ack Maternal Health Wek"
in the Cty of Philadel phia, introduced
t oday by Council woman G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci |l woman G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, M. President. | nove the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
honori ng and congratul ati ng t he Chanpi ons
of the Week, the students of Lankenau
Hi gh School, for their val uable work

studyi ng the environnental inpact of

18 mussel s and working to increase the

19 nmussel popul ation in the Schuyl kil |

20 Ri ver, introduced today by Council man

21 Thonas.

22 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The

23 Chair recogni zes Council man Thonas.

24 COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you,

25 Counci|l President. | nove the adoption
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of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
recogni zi ng and honoring the Phil adel phi a
Children's Alliance and the Phil adel phi a
Departnent of Human Services for their
col | aborative commtnent to bring healing
and justice to victins of child abuse in
Phi | adel phia and declaring April 2023 to
be Child Abuse Prevention Month in the
Cty of Philadel phia, introduced today by
Counci | man Thonmas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
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Chair agai n recogni zes Counci |l man Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you,
Counci|l President. | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
authorizing the Gty Council Commttee on
Law and Governnent to hold public
heari ngs exam ning the rate of judgnents
in small clains court, introduced today
by Counci |l man Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The

Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 99
4/ 13/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

4/ 13/ 23 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. | nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
designating April 9, 2023 "Paul Robeson
Day" to honor occasion of the 125th
anni versary of the birth of actor,
si nger, |lawyer, scholar and activist Paul
L. Robeson, Esquire, introduced today by
Counci | woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Counci | woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWMOVAN GAUTHI ER:  Thank
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you, Council President.

Before | nove for the adoption
of the resolution, I'd like to take a few
noments to speak on the record about the
significance of Paul Robeson Day.

A few weeks ago we renaned the
4900 bl ock of Wal nut Street after Paul
Robeson, which we will officially unveil
tonmorrow norning. And today we are about
to declare April 9th, which was Paul
Robeson's 125th birthday, Paul Robeson
Day here in Phil adel phi a.

Paul Robeson was truly a
renai ssance man. He reached the highest
| evel of success as an actor, singer,
athl ete, | awer, author, scholar, and
| i ngui st during the tinme when Bl ack
people were rarely allowed to take up
space in even one of those roles. But
125 years after Paul Robeson's birth, one
woul d still struggle to find soneone el se
who could do so many things so well at
the sanme tine.

But what inspires nme nost about
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Paul Robeson is his activism Even
t hough he had achi eved a | evel of fane
and success that would have all owed him
to escape many of the troubl es pl aguing
society during his lifetinme, Paul Robeson
becanme one of the nost devoted fighters
for justice at hone and abroad, and he
did this during a tinme when racists
regularly |Iynched peopl e who | ooked |i ke
hi m f or speaki ng out agai nst injustices.

Not hi ng coul d stop Paul Robeson
fromusing his platformfor good. Wen
t he congressi onal un-Anmerican Activities
Conmmi ttee branded hi ma communi st
synpat hi zer, slandered his reputation,
stripped himof his passport, and banned
his work from public consunption, Paul
Robeson never stopped using his fanous
baritone voice as a tool for equity.

Many in the past and present
tried to erase the contributions of Black
and brown activists, scared of anything
that rem nds themthat Anerica has nmany

tinmes failed to live up to its status as
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a land of the free. Through today's

3 resol uti on, we push back on this and
4 correct the record by officially
5 recogni zi ng the achi evenents and | egacy
6 of this American hero.
7 | acknowl edge this resolution
8 I's long overdue, but | am hunbled to have
9 t he honor of introducing it. | draw on
10 Paul Robeson's unbreakable commtnent to
11 justice as a source of strength and
12 personal inspiration, as | know many
13 residents across our city do as well. |
14 amgrateful to all the supporters of Paul
15 Robeson, nost especially Vernoca M chael,
16 Jani ce Sykes Ross, Margaret Livingston,
17 Dawn Chavous, M ke Africa, Jr., and the
18 entire teamat the Paul Robeson House and
19 Museum who steward his | egacy and who
20 are here with us today. Thank you so
21 much for everything you do to keep this
22 | egacy alive in our city.
23 .-
24 ( Appl ause.)
25 - - -
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COUNCI LWOMAN GAUTHI ER: And as
you heard, the Paul Robeson House has a
full weekend of events comenvorating his
125t h birthday, and | hope that | wll
see sonme of you there.

And with that, | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
honoring and congratul ati ng Paul Robeson
Hi gh School for Human Services student
Al yssa Perren on her historic adm ssion

to Harvard University and w shing her
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| uck on future endeavors, introduced
t oday by Council woman Gaut hi er .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Counci | woman
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMVOVAN GAUTHI ER:  Thank
you. |'d like to speak on this
resol ution too and the extraordinary
young woman who we are honoring here
t oday.

| am so proud of Alyssa Perren.
By enrolling in Harvard University, she
has shattered the glass ceiling and
beconme the first student at Paul Robeson
Hi gh School for Human Services to attend

an vy League institution.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWVOVAN GAUTHI ER: And
this nonent is particularly heartwarm ng
for me because ny nother, Judy WIIians,
who is a school nurse, attended Bartram

School for Human Servi ces, the
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predecessor to Robeson. And I also can
think of no better day than this one to
honor Al yssa because today we're al so
honoring her high school's nanesake, Paul
Robeson.

And Paul Robeson is certainly
smling down on Al yssa, because just |ike
him she is a true renai ssance person and
uses her talent to uplift underserved
groups. Not only does Al yssa excel
academ cally, but she is also a mghty
force on the polo field as well, and she
pl ans to conbine her | ove for science and
ani mal s by becom ng a veterinari an,
gi vi ng underserved communities the pet
care they need.

Thanks to Alyssa, generations
of young West Phil adel phians wll know
that if they work hard, they can reach
the nation's nost prestigious higher
education institutions.

Alyssa, while adjusting to life
at Harvard may prove challenging, it's
certainly nothing |ike Wst Phil adel phi a
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over there in Canbridge, but we know t hat
you are going to thrive. And never
forget that | amrooting for you, as is
the entire Cty Council and your friends,
famly, teachers, and nei ghbors. W
cannot wait to see what you acconpli sh.

| al so want to acknow edge t he

team at Paul Robeson Hi gh School for
providing Alyssa and all of your students
with a loving, nurturing, and safe
| earni ng environnent. And | need to take
a nonment to explicitly acknow edge
Princi pal R chard Gordon.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWMOVAN GAUTHI ER: When
Princi pal Gordon took over Paul Robeson
In 2012, it was slated for pernmanent
closure. His |eadership and his refusal
to give up on this school of 100 percent
students of color, the majority of whom
live in poverty, is the reason that we

are able to gather here today in
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cel ebrati on.

Just over a decade into
Princi pal Gordon's tenure, Paul Robeson
Hi gh School has a 95 percent graduation
rate conpared to a 70 percent graduation
rate citywde. And in 2019, Princi pal
Gordon and the school becane recognized
by the Commonweal th as a high progress
school and renoved fromthe |ist of
| ow perform ng schools in the Cty.

He is the first State and
Nati onal Principal of the Year in the
hi story of the School District of
Phi | adel phia, and we all owe a great debt
to Principal Gordon. He is a true
Phi | adel phi a hero.

And to Alyssa, her famly,
Princi pal Gordon, and all the young
peopl e that we saw today from Robeson
H gh School, we congratul ate you and we
are so, so proud of you.

| ook forward to seeing nore
young West Phil adel phians follow in

Al yssa's footsteps and hopefully seeing
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Al yssa back in West Philly after her
graduation in 2027.
And with that, | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. |It's been noved and properly
seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is

adopt ed.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
recogni zing Bob Smth for his standout
career as a vital |ink between Contast
NBCUni ver sal and the Phil adel phi a
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non-profit conmmunity, introduced today by
Counci | man Squi | | a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
proclaimng May 9, 2023 as "Kiyoshi
Kurom ya" day in Phil adel phia for his
contribution to the civil rights
struggl es of African Anericans, the LGBTQ
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comunity, and those affected by H 'V and
Al DS, introduced today by Council nman
Squi |l | a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair again recogni zes Counci | man
Squi | | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her resolutions on the Final Passage
Cal endar, M. President.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very nuch.

That concl udes our Cal endar for
t oday, and we will now nove to our
speeches on behalf of the mnority.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Seei ng none, speeches on behalf of the

10 majority?
11 The Chair recogni zes
12 Counci | wonman Vaughn.
13 COUNCI LMOVAN VAUGHN:  Thank
14 you, Council President.
15 | would just like to again
16 acknow edge all of the nmen and wonen t hat
17 are here today in honor of -- it's an
18 honor to have them here, the nenbers of
19 CES, as well as everyone from Prince
20 Hal |, 4301 North Broad Street, welcone to
21 Council. | know many of you and have
22 wat ched you all grow in this order, and |
23 amextrenely proud of you all, and it is
24 a blessing to still be a nenber of the
25 organi zation and we will continue to
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thrive and growin the Cty of
Phi | adel phia. Thank you for being here.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, Council wonan.

The Chair recognizes Council man
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Thank you
all. | just wanted to rem nd ny
col | eagues and Council staff that today
| medi ately after our Council session, we
have a Big Brothers Big Sisters
presentation. So join us to |earn about
the incredible inpact that Big Brothers
and Big Sisters has had on our
communi ti es.

| amthe current Chair of the
Chi l dren and Youth Conmmttee, sO as you
know, non-profit work and the work that
organi zati ons do for young people is
i ncredibly inportant to nme, but | know

it's inportant to all of us. So | would
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| ove for us to cone and hear about their
five-year strategic plan that revol ves
around inclusion, building comunity
partnershi ps, and boosting growth and
sustainability. The Chief Executive
O ficer, Marcus Allen, wll be present,
as well as Mchele Ml ano, who is the
Chi ef Operating Oficer.

So it's today. Lunch is
provided by Capital Gille. So we're
going to be in the Gty Council Caucus
Room So hope to see everyone after the
presentation -- after today's session for
the presentation fromBig Brothers Big
Si sters.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci |l man.

The Chair recognizes Council man
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  (Good
nor ni ng, Council President -- good
af t ernoon, Council President.

Good afternoon, colleagues.
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First and forenost, | just want
to send sone |light and | ove and wel |
Wi shes to ny sister, ny friend, and her
famly and friends, Council nenber Brooks.
We're praying for her and her entire
group of folks who have been deeply hurt
by the | oss of a | oved one.

Qutside of that, | did want to
take a nonent to al so give a shout-out to
my sister in Menphis. |[|f folks don't
know, this past week Menphis Cty Council
passed the driving equality |egislation,
and they did it in a direct response to
an unfortunate situation that a |ot of
peopl e seen go viral, but they did it as
a way to try to inprove the relationship
bet ween communities of color and | aw
enforcenent, and that was our goal here
in the Gty of Phil adel phia.

It's an honor to be the author
of such legislation and to work with a
| egi sl ative body who thought it was
I nportant to be able to acknow edge the

fact that we have a problemas it rel ates
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to how communities of color are policed,
and we wanted to at |east offer a step in
the right direction. W're not saying
this is the end-all, be-all solution, but
we at least wanted to offer a step in the
right direction.

| also wanted to take a nonent
to thank our City Solicitor, Solicitor
Cortes, as well as Attorney Keir
Bradf ord-Grey for successfully defending
a lawsuit against driving equality, which
the courts essentially ruled in our favor
| ast week.

So at the end of the day, the
| ast two weeks has been an enotional and
overwhel m ng two weeks for ne and ot her
fol ks who are really passi onate about
this issue, and | can assure you that the
work will continue.

So thank you, Council
Presi dent, and thank you, coll eagues,
because at the end of the day, |
appreci ate you working wth ne,

supporting ne, and believing in the idea
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that we can both support police and
I nprove the relationship between
communi ties of color and | aw enforcenent
si nul t aneousl vy.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci | man.

The Chair recognizes Council man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. | just want to rise to
acknow edge the hard work you're doi ng on
t he budget and the | ong hours you are
doi ng through the hearings, and to
acknow edge ny col | eagues and the | evel
of questioning and inquiry about budget
that |1've heard over these hearings. It
has risen in its intellectual properties
and it's not the sanme questions from
years and years ago. |I'mlistening to
t hem and t hankful.

Finally, | want to thank ny
col | eagues for bringing these young

peopl e here today from Lankenau and from
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Paul Robeson, the young lady that's going
to Harvard, and | said it that way
because of Menber Phillips being from
Yal e. He gave her a shout-out, which was
incredible to me. But it flies in the
face of what you would read in the
papers. It flies in the face of what we
saw where 200 young peopl e runni ng
around, that there are good young peopl e,
and | thank you every week when you --

gi ve them a round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Because when
we acknowl edge the positive nenbers of
our young society, it shows that they're
the majority and that fol ks running
around doi ng sone of the bad things
aren't the magjority and that there is
hope. That is why June, | swear to you,
Is my favorite nonth. Wy? Because
that's when the graduati ons happen, and

then we watch and we cel ebrate our young
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peopl e going off to start alife, to
begin a career. And we forget sonetines
that they are the mpjority and that
there's reason for optim sm about our
future. And | want to thank you all.

And by the way, that young | ady
| earned polo in the Fourth District up at
Chanouni X.

Ain't that right? There you
go.

So those acconplishnents spread
t hroughout the City of Phil adel phia,
touch every zip code. So thank you guys
for acknow edgi ng our youth.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci | man.

The Chair recogni zes Counci | man
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Hel | o,
Counci | President, coll eagues.

| just wanted to thank ny
mentor, ny friend, ny spiritual advisor,

Reverend John Roberts for praying over us
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today. |'ve known Reverend Roberts for
over 25 years. W' ve worked together in
the Sheriff's Departnent, actually shared
an office together for a while, and he
hel ped gui de ne and keep ne on the right
pat h.

Wt hout people |Iike Reverend
Roberts, so many young people would fall

10 t hrough the cracks.

11 So | would just like to thank

12 himfor always supporting ne and j ust

13 tell him | |love you, ny brother.

14 Thank you.

15 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

16 Thank you.

17 .- -

18 ( Appl ause.)

19 .- -

20 REVEREND ROBERTS: Love you

21 back.

22 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

23 Thank you, Council man.

24 The Chair recogni zes

25 Counci | woman -- Counci | man Johnson, were
LEXI TAS
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you up? Were you teed up?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: | was.
Yes, | was.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: So
Counci |l wonman Bass is next? It keeps
changi ng. Bass next?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Ckay. The Chair recogni zes Counci | wonman
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President.

| just wanted to foll ow up on
my coll eague's Councilman Harrity's
comments regardi ng Pastor Roberts. And |
know he said he |oves you. | |ove you
nor e.

Past or Roberts is soneone who,
you know, one of ny first introductions
Into Christ was through Pastor Roberts.
So | have nuch | ove and appreciation for
you and all that you do in our community
fromNorth Philly, so in the
nei ghbor hood.
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| just wanted to nention a
couple of things, and the first is that |
wanted to rem nd nenbers that today at
1: 00, we are having a Parks and
Recreation Commttee hearing. It should
be very brief. I1f folks could be on at
1: 00, we'll be done at 1:10, 1:15. It
wi Il be very short. There's one very
quick bill that needs to be addressed,
and not hi ng controversial, but we'd | ove
to have everybody there on tine.

| also wanted to acknow edge
t he work done by ny col |l eague Council man
Phillips on his bill today around
nui sance busi nesses. As you know, we
I ntroduced the nui sance busi ness bill
several years ago, and then we worked on
the stop-and-go bill, which has been
effective, but the work continues on.

| know ny col | eague
Counci | wonman Kathy G I nore Ri chardson has
done work on this matter, Council man
Curtis Jones. | really shouldn't call

out nanes, because | think pretty much
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every district nmenber in particular and
I ncl udi ng Counci |l woman G | nore Ri chardson
has done work on this issue, because we
know what it's |ike when you have a
nui sance busi ness in the nei ghbor hood
that's really destroying the fabric of
t hat comrunity.

And so | just wanted to say
t hank you and kudos, and of course you
have ny strong support. Anything that we
can do to nake these, what really shoul d
be community institutions and a resource
for nmenbers of those communities, to get
themonline and in support with what the
community needs, we are here to support
you and your efforts in that.

And | ast, but not least, | just
wanted to thank this body and the
Admi nistration. | wasn't able to nmake it
yesterday for the announcenent of the
addi tional resources that's going to be
provi ded around caneras around parks and
recreation centers, but as you all know,
M. President, this body in 2013, | think
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It was, we undertook this effort. W did
our announcenent in the Second Council
District with Council man Kenyatta
Johnson. | think it was at Marian
Anderson, was it?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Mari an
Ander son.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: So this is
anot her issue that continues on.

Caneras are an inportant part
of fighting crinme today. You know, this
IS not sone surveillance program This
Is an inportant addition to help police
solve crinmes and really prevent crines,
particularly around our nost vul nerable
citizens.

So | just wanted to thank this
body for the work that we've done on that
t hr oughout the years and continue to do.

So thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Councilwoman. And by the way,
at the announcenent, the Mayor did
acknow edge and tepidly conmtted during
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t hi s budget process to put nore noney for
an expansi on of additional caneras around
the Cty of Philadel phia. So we should
| ook forward to our budget debate and put
mllions and mllions nore dollars to
make sure. And, Councilwonman, thank you
for initiating this initially wth the
caneras inside the rec centers many years
back. Thank you. Appreciate you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah.
Thank you, Council President. |'mjust
going to be real brief.

Yesterday | had the opportunity
to review a very eye-opening article in
t he Phil adel phia Inquirer that talked
about the household inequality of incone,
particularly for African Anericans here
in the Gty of Phil adel phia.

The report tal ked about how the

I ncone anong African Anericans since 2010
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pretty nuch stayed stagnant, only
I ncreased by $2,000. But, however, for
white residents here in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, it increased by $15, 000, by
Lati nos $10, 000, and Asi ans $7, 000,
right? And | support everyone having the
opportunity to increase the quality of
their lives, but this is also a stark
rem nder when we address the issue of
poverty here in the Gty of Phil adel phi a,
the policies that we inplenent throughout
this body and al so throughout the City
agencies as a whole has to be intentional
when it cones to nmaki ng sure Bl ack and
brown people have a seat at the table to
| nprove the economc equality and
di sparities that are taking place here in
the Gty of Phil adel phia.

So when we tal k about the issue
of crinme and gun violence, right, there's
a direct correlation. As ny coll eague
Counci | woman Jam e Gaut hi er al ways tal ks
about, those high zip codes where we see

hi gh poverty, you see high crine, you see
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hi gh gun vi ol ence.

And so as we nove forward, we
as a body and I know nyself is going to
be making sure | continue tal king about
this particular issue but, nopst
| nportantly, beyond tal king, working in
partnership with ny nenbers to figure out
how do we really aggressively
conti nuously nove the needle when it
cones to poverty to erase that stigma of
bei ng the nunber one big city when it
cones to poverty but, nost inportantly,
in terns of this report, this specific
report tal ks about how African Anericans
are on the |owest totem pole when it
cones to incone inequality nore than any
ot her race, but yet we have the nost and
prom nent African Americans in key
| eadership positions. And that's not
right, and that's totally unacceptabl e.

And so | look forward to
working with ny coll eagues froma
partnershi p standpoint and a coalition

standpoint, but this is sonething that we
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have to really do a deeper dive and in
maki ng sure that we're hel ping those who
are nost vulnerable. And particularly
based upon this report when it cones to
nmovi ng the needle for African Anericans,
we got to do a better job.

So | just wanted to put that
out there for the record, and thank you,
Counci | President.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci | man.

| know I' m not supposed to
speak, but, Council man, you bring up an
I nteresting point. There was a neeting
| ast night in Brewerytown and it was
about the Turn the Key program about the
af f ordabl e honeownership initiative, and
there were over 80 people in that
neeting, and the conversation fromthe
citizens was about being able to buy a

honme to build famly wealth,
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overwhel mngly African Anmerican
attendants in the neeting.

So you're absolutely right,
building famly wealth, generational
health is so, so inportant, and thank
you, Councilman. Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Gaut hi er .

COUNCI LMOVAN GAUTHI ER:  Thank
you, Council President.

| too wanted to extend ny
condol ences to ny friend Council nmenber
Brooks in the | oss of her beloved famly
menber and | et her know that she and her
famly are in ny thoughts at this tine.

And | also wanted to take a
nmonent to thank Majority Leader Jones for
his partnership and extendi ng ny
m xed-i ncone nei ghbor hoods overlay bill
to a portion of the Fourth District. W
vot ed on that today.

The bill requires that at | east
20 percent of new devel opnents ten units

or nore, whether they are rental or
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honmeowner shi p, be deeply affordable to
wor ki ng-cl ass people in our comunities,
and the bill also requires that those
units are built on site.

Al t hough | greatly val ue our
Housi ng Trust Fund and the voluntary
| egi sl ation that all ows devel opers to pay
into it in lieu of building affordable
housi ng into their devel opnents, | think
having the units is very inportant, and
this bill requires that the units be in
t he devel opnent. And the reason that
that's inportant is because the brick and
nortar real estate is going to define who
can be in a nei ghborhood and who cannot
be in a nei ghborhood.

And | al so thank Counci | menber
Johnson for bringing up the article about
the disparity in Black wealth, and |
wanted to al so quote a passage fromt hat
article, which says, "A declining Bl ack
popul ation in the Gty and a declining
poverty rate for Black Phil adel phians may

al so suggest that |ess affluent Bl ack
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residents can't afford to live in the
Cty and are noving to inter-ring
subur bs. "

And so | wanted to highlight
that to say that maintaining equity in
housi ng and i n our nei ghborhoods is not
goi ng to happen by accident. |It's going
t o happen through very intentional public
policy, through very intentional
I nvest ment of resources, like the
Nei ghbor hood Preservation Initiative, and
| feel proud to be a part of a Council
body that recogni zes that.

So thank you very nuch,
Counci | man, for your partnership.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you, Council wonan.

The Chair recogni zes Counci | man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Yes. Thank
you, M. President.

Very quickly, I want to rem nd
people we will be taking a tour of the

Fire Acadeny Training Center tonorrow,
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for those nenbers who can attend and
their staff. W found it very helpful in
the other facilities, like the Police
Trai ni ng Acadeny where O ficer Driscoll
mounted up and did a virtual reality stop
and found out how difficult it is to both
bal ance public safety and preserve the
rights of the accused. But he did a
really good job, and I quote him I'm
O ficer Driscoll, I"'mhere to help you.
| wish every officer would Iead with
t hat .

But tonorrow we'll be up at the
Fire Acadeny. W'IlIl be | eaving outside
of Gty Hall at 10:00 a.m to take a
| ook. As a result of the last trip, we
doubl ed down and drilled down to add nore
noney to the Police Training Acadeny,
wher e needed, and we hope to tour the
Fire Acadeny to find the sane types of
di scoveries for the training of our first
responders in the City of Phil adel phia.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
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Thank you, Counci |l man.

That concl udes our speeches on
behal f of the mnority and the majority.

And with that, the Chair
recogni zes Councilman Squilla for a
nmotion to adj ourn.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, April 20th,
2023 at 10:00 a.m

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. It has been noved and
seconded that Council stand adjourned
until Thursday, April 20, 2023, 10:00
a. m

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The

notion carri es.
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Thank you all very nuch, and
pl ease be safe.
(Stated Meeting adjourned at
12:30 p.m)
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