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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | note that the hour has
cone and that a quorumof this
Council is present. This Council
session has now cone to order. |'m
asking for all nenbers to pl ease
take your seats. Al visitors,
pl ease return to the seats outside
the rails.

And before proceeding, |
woul d like to ask all those present
to pl ease set your cell phone to
silent and/or vibrate. | wll also
ask for all sidebar conversations
to be taken outside of the Counci
chanbers.

To give our invocation
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this norning, the Chair recognizes
Reverend Carol yn Cavaness, Seni or
Pastor of Mdther Bethel A ME
Church. She is here today as ny
guest. | wll ask all menbers and
guests to please rise.

(Counci | menbers, guests
and visitors rise.)

REVEREND CAVANESS:. Good
nmorning. Let us pray. God of all
creation, God of our weary years
and silent tears, God of richer,
God of poorer, God of Sarah, God of
Her cul es, God of Mbses, God of
Chri st opher, God of R chnond, God
of Gles, God of Austin, God of
Paris, God of Joe, God of Hercules,
God of the judge, God of us, all we
gat her as public servants to seek
your gui dance, w sdom and grace.

As we carry out this
work entrusted to us, we

acknow edge the sacrifices,
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struggles of all those who cane
before us. Those whose nanes we
know and t hose whose nanes are | ost
to history, but whose |lives and
| abors laid the foundation for the
freedons and opportunities we now
enj oy.

God of justice, remnd
us that our duty is to serve al
people with integrity and
conpassion. As we deliberate and
make deci sions, may we be m ndf ul
of the | east anbng us, those who
struggl e, those who are unseen and
t hose who have been silenced. Let
our actions reflect your |ove and
ri ght eousness and nmay we al ways
strive to do what is just and fair
I n your sight.

God of nercy, bless this
Council and this great city of
Phi | adel phia. Gant us the courage

to face chall enges with strength,
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the humlity, to listen wth open
hearts and the perseverance to work
together for the common good. Help
us to be instrunents of peace and
unity in a wrld that is so often
feel s divided.

God of hope, inspire us
with the knowl edge that each of us
has the power to nmake a difference.
May we | eave this place enbol dened
to serve with purpose, rooted in
the faith that your life will guide
us through every trial and triunph.
We pray this in your holy nane,
aski ng your blessing upon this
assenbly and upon this great city
we are called to serve and we say
t oget her Anen.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Reverend for the invocation.

Council wll be at ease.
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9/ 18/ 25 - STATED - APPROVAL OF JOURNAL
(Council at ease.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The next order of
busi ness is the approval of the
Journal of the neeting of Thursday,
Septenber 11, 2025.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Ci ndy Bass.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.
| nove that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday,
Septenber 11, 2025 be approved.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday,
Sept enber 11, 2025 stand approved.
Al'l those in favor wll
I ndi cate by sayi ng aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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9/ 18/ 25 - STATED - LEAVES
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Journal is approved.
The next order of
busi ness is request for |eaves of
absence.
And the Chair recognizes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri char dson.
COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.
On behal f of the
Majority, there are no requests for
| eave of absence today.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Maj ority Leader.
The Chair recogni zes
Mnority Leader Kendra Brooks.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:

Thank you, Council President.
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On behal f of the
Mnority, there's one request for
| eave of absence today on the
behal f of the Mnority Wip
Ni chol as O Rour ke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Mnority Leader. Leave will be
gr ant ed.

The Chair will now
recogni ze Majority Leader Katherine
G I nmore Richardson for a notion
concerning certain |egislative
matters that may arise during the
course of today's Council session
that was not |isted on the Cal endar
circulated prior to today's Counci
sessi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. President.
| nove that any of the

following matters, if considered
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today, may be added to the agenda
for this session of Council, and as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda
after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, amendnents to bills on
first reading, the reconsideration
of a bill vetoed by or re-called
fromthe Mayor, anendnents to bills
re-called fromthe Mayor,
resol uti ons taking substantive
action to be voted on in this
session, a notion to withdraw a
bill or resolution that is not on
t he Cal endar, and a notion placing
a bill or resolution on or
returning a bill or resolution from
t he Suspensi on Cal endar that is not
| isted on today's Cal endar.

The purpose of this
notion is to provide the public

Wi th notice concerning possible
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actions by Council that arose too
| ate to be included on the Cal endar
t hat was published prior to today's
sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
| egi slative matters by Majority
Leader Council nenber Kat heri ne
G Il nore Richardson nay be added to
t he agenda for today shoul d those
matters arise during the course of
this session of Council.

Al'l those in favor
I ndi cate by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the

notion carri es.
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9/ 18/ 25 - STATED - GUESTS

The Chair will dispense
with the regul ar order of business
to recogni ze the guests and
visitors joining us in chanbers
t hi s norni ng.

On behal f of all nenbers
of City Council, | welcone you to
our Council session. W appreciate
your taking the tinme to join us as
we attend the legislative affairs
of our great city and we certainly
invite you to cone again.

Also, | want to take a
nmonent to acknow edge in our
presence today we have a new cl ass
of Assistant District Attorneys
joining us. It's alot of y'all.
So let's give thema round of
appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nmuch for

joining us and we w sh you success
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9/ 18/ 25 - STATED - GUESTS
on your new positions with the
District Attorney's office.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | mrenber JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Thank you, Council President.

Today |'m honored to
recogni ze Rose for her dedicated
service as an intern in ny office
this sunmer. Rose is a rising
senior at the Acadeny at Pal unbo.
She has di stingui shed hersel f
academ cally with honors |ike
student of the quarter, an award in
AP, U. S. Governnent and Politics.

Rose founded her
school's PA Youth Vote Chapter,

l eads in Turn Up Youth Vote and
serves in multiple | eadership

rol es, including junior class
secretary and Debate Captain. Rose
represents the best of our city,

our city's future, smart, driven
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9/ 18/ 25 - STATED - GUESTS
and deeply commtted to public
service. W thank her and proudly
cel ebrate her today. Rose, can you
pl ease stand?

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. Thank you
very much.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | woman Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

I'"d Iike to acknow edge
nmy special guest for today, Pete
W son, |eader of the 6th Ward in
West Phil adel phia. He is also the
| eader of a group called
Phi | adel phi a Community Qutreach
Commttee. They have been worKking
t hroughout West Phil adel phia to

hel p residents reclai mtheir bl ocks

Page 13

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 18/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

9/ 18/ 25 - STATED - GUESTS
fromdrug activity and shooti ngs.
W' ve been working very
successfully together and |I'm
grateful for his efforts.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Majority Leader G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you very nuch,
Counci | President.

Today 1'd like to
wel cone a special guest to
Phi | adel phia Cty Council. He is a
resi dent of the great 4th Counci
District represented by ny
col | eague and District
Counci | menber, Council menber Curtis
Jones, Jr. He is also a recent
graduate of Tenple University. So
he is Tenpl e made.

He is here to watch

governnent in action and al so
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represents the very best of the 4th
Council District. Please join ne
in welcomng, and giving himhis
flowers, to Phil adel phia City
Counci |

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.
Congratul ati ons and welcone to Gty
Counci | .

At this tine, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | woman Lozada, who
will present a resolution
recogni zi ng and honoring
di stingui shed Latino | eaders and
communi ty advocates in the city of
Phi | adel phia during Hi spanic
Heri tage Month.

WI Il Luis H ncapie and
Ay Eusebi o, please join the
Counci | renber at the podium And
everyone el se who i s bei ng honored,

you can al so pl ease cone on up as
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wel | and join the Council nenber at
t he podi um

Joi ni ng Counci | menber
Quet cy Lozada is Council nenber
Dr. N na Ahmad, Council nenber M ke
Driscoll, Councilnmenber G ndy Bass,
Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay Young,
Counci | renmber Rue Landau,
Counci | menber Dr. Anthony Phillips,
Counci | renber JimHarrity,
Counci | renber Majority Katherine
G | nore Richardson, Council menber
Mnority Leader Kendra Brooks,
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er,
Counci | menber Brian O Neill,
Counci | mrenber Mark Squilla. Is it
safe to say this is everybody?
Counci | menber Curtis Jones, Jr.

(Counci | menbers and
guests approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You nay begi n,

Counci | renber Lozada.
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

Muy buenos dias. Happy
Hi spani c Heritage Month. For ne,
it is an honor to have all of these
I ndividuals stand with ne as we
recogni ze Lati nos who have
contributed to the growth and the
I npact that they nmake every day in
the city of Philadelphia. It is
I nportant to honor individuals |ike
this during Hi spanic Heritage
Mont h, not just as a cel ebration
but as a powerful affirmation of
their inpact. These |eaders
reflect the strength, resilience
and brilliance of our comunity.

By recogni zing their
work in education, health, the arts
and civic life, we uplift the
val ues of equity, representation
and service that make ny district

and our city stronger and nore
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inclusive and nore united. So we
recogni ze and honor di stingui shed
Latino | eaders and community
advocates in the city of
Phi | adel phi a during Hi spanic
Heri tage Month.

Wher eas, Hi spanic
Heritage Month is cel ebrated
annually from Cctober 15 to -- from
Septenber 15 to Cctober 15 to
recogni ze and honor the history,
cul ture and contri butions of
Aneri cans whose ancestors cone from
Spai n, Mexico, the Caribbean and
Central and South Anerica; and

Wer eas, Phil adel phia's
Lati no community have | ong enriched
t he social, cultural and econom c
fabric of our city, distinguishing
t hensel ves as busi ness owners,
educators, civic |eaders, artists
and essential workers who build

stronger nei ghborhoods and inspire
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future generations; and

Whereas, while the art
achi evenents and enduring | egacy of
Hi spani cs and Latino conmunities
shoul d be honored throughout the
year, H spanic Heritage Month
of fers a dedicated nonent to
celebrate the resilience, vibrancy
and i mmeasur abl e inpact on the life
of our city and the nation.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Whereas, in celebration of H spanic
Heritage Month 2025, the Council of
the Gty of Philadelphia is proud
to recogni ze | ocal advocates,
educators, artists and | eaders who
work in faith and wel |l ness, youth
enpower nent, education and cul tural
preservation continues to uplift
and enpower Phil adel phia's Lati nos
community; and

COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU

Whereas, Luis G Hincapie
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exenplifies dedication to health
equity, comunity-based physi cal
t herapy, education and nentorship
uplifting Phil adel phia's diverse
popul ations. H's service on |oca
state boards and his work as
founder of Fortal eza Physi cal
Therapy reflects his unwaveri ng
commtnent to building a healthier,
nore equitable city for all; and

COUNCI LVWOVAN  AHVAD:
Whereas, Sister Ana Iris G ana has
devoted her life to bilingual
education, technological literacy
and service to Latino comuniti es,
fostering inclusion and opportunity
t hrough her work at the IHM Center
for Literacy. Sister Anna has
enpower ed hundreds of adult
| earners with digital tools and
| anguage skills that open doors to
opportunity; and

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
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Whereas, Maridarlyn "Mari" Gonzal ez
uses data-driven research and civic
| eadership to advance equitable
ur ban devel opnent and community
enmpower nent, a wonan after ny own
heart. Her service on |oca
boards, |eadership in the Urban
Land Institute as well as her
presi dency of LULAC Phil adel phi a
denonstrate her deep commtnent to
i ncl usive community pl anni ng and
yout h engagenent; and

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Whereas, N lda L
Pinmentel -Perez's | eadership in
af f ordabl e housi ng, food security
and nei ghbor hood advocacy has
strengt hened Phil adel phia's civic
fabric, her decades-long career in
public service, strategic
conmmuni cati ons and grassroots
organi zing continue to anplify the

voi ces of underserved communities
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across the city; and
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

Wher eas, Erikka Goslin through her
soci al work and | eadership at
Tal |l er Puertorican --
Puertorriqueno -- it was getting
transl ated back in the back -- arts
and culture heritage as tools for
heal i ng and justice. Under her

| eadership Taller Puertirroqueno
has expanded its reach, offering
transformative youth programm ng
and community-centered arts
education that fosters identity,
bel ongi ng and pride; and

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Whereas, Rafael Alvarez Fibo --
Febo advances nei ghbor hood
revitalization, environnental
stewardshi p and LGBTQ+ equity
t hrough advocacy and community
devel opnent at Esperanza, his

lifelong commtment to grassroots
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organi zi ng, cultural enpowernent
and equitable public investnent
reflects his vision for a just
thriving Phil adel phia; and

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Whereas, Dr. Yonaira Rodriguez's
| eadershi p as an educator and
princi pal exenplifies culturally
responsi ble teaching literacy and
fam |y engagenent in Phil adel phia
schools. Her visionary | eadership
at WIlliam Cranp El enentary,
i ncluding the creation of the Anna
V. Cruz Community Center, has
transfornmed her alma mater into a
hub of support and inclusion for
students and fam lies alike; and
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
VWher eas, Mari bel Lozada Arzuaga has
commtted decades to youth
enpower nent and cul ture
preservation through fol klore arts

and conmunity prograns as Executive
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Director of Centro Nueva Creacion.
Mari bel continues the neutral
resilience, cultural pride and
academ c enrichnment in next
generations of Phil adel phia
| eaders; and

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Wher eas, Any Eusebio's work as an
I mm grant advocate and strategi st,
advances equity, inclusion and
trauma-infornmed care in public
service and nonprofit sectors. Her
| eadership in launching the
Phi | adel phia Gty I D program and
expandi ng i nm grant inclusion
cityw de has created |iving
infrastructure to support and
uplift Philadel phia's inmmgrant
conmuni ties; and

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Wher eas, these nine distinguished
i ndi vi dual s have made profound and

| asting contributions in the city
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of Philadel phia and its
comuni ties, enbodying the spirit
of Hi spanic Heritage Month. Now,
therefore, be it

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Resol ved, by the Council of the
City of Phil adel phia, hereby
recogni zes and honors di stingui shed
Latino | eaders and community
advocates in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a during H spanic
Heritage Month, affirnms our
collective commtnment to equity,
cultural pride, civic engagenent
and inspires all Philadel phians to
uplift the voices, histories and
contributions of Latino communities
i n every corner of our city.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Any and Luis, the floor
IS yours. Any.

MS. EUSEBIO |I'm
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getting there. | promse. | got
you. Good norning, everyone and
t hank you so nmuch, Counci | nmenber
Lozada, and this Council body for
recogni zi ng me and these ot her nine
i ndi vidual s as part of Hispanic
Heritage Month. Today's beauti f ul
cel ebration of the power of Latino
comuni ty and com ng together and
Counci | renber Lozada. As the
Latina on Council, I"'mgrateful to
know that | can count on you for
always lifting up our community's
stories and experiences, so thank
you.

| wanted to take a brief
nonent to share sone personal
refl ections about H spanic Heritage
Month and what it neans to ne,
especially at this nonent in tine
i n human history. This cel ebration
IS not just about celebrating us

specific individuals up here
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together, but it's really about
uplifting whole conmunities, about
communi ty power.

It's about (Spanish
translation), we are here and we
deserve to be equal players in al
aspects of civic, econom c and
cultural life. This nonth also
invites non-Latinos to stand in
solidarity with us, to listen and
truly value the voices of Latinos
and groups in our city, your
nei ghbors, your coworkers, your
children's classmates and
teammates, folks in your faith
communities. This is a tinme for us
to stand together.

| know historically
Phi | adel phi a has been a very Bl ack
and Wiite political city, but |
wanted to share sone additional
perspectives and invite folks to

| ean into the grow ng diversity of
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Phi | adel phia. According to the
2025 PEW State of the Gty Report,
the racial and ethnic m x of our
city has been slowy changi ng over
the last 30 years.

The report points out
that our city is now 33% Wite, 38%
Bl ack, 16% Lati no, 8% Asi an and 5%
other. Wsat this neans is that
there is a growing collective other
beyond Bl ack and White residents in
this city, representing nearly 1/3
of the city's popul ati on together,
and those voices nust be |istened
to and those experiences nust be
i ncluded in all policymaking
deci si ons.

| encourage each of you
here today to | earn about the
di versity of your districts,
consider if you are doing your best
to engage all the residents in your

nei ghbor hoods, especially at this
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time, a tinme when our country's
Suprene Court has authorized raci al
profiling, a tinme when our city
needs to have a preparedness plan
in case the National Guard cones
forcibly into our space.

Qur conmunities are
terrified. Meanwhile, federal
agents have already been steadily
di sappearing nore Phil adel phi ans of
all racial inmmgrant communities
day after day, utilizing aggressive
and illegal techniques that
violates the constitutional |aws of
this country. W should all be
clear that an attack on any Philly
resi dent regardl ess of where they
were born is an attack on all of
us. None of us are safe.

It is a mtter of tine
before they cone for people in your
nei ghbor hood, imm grants and

citizens alike. W've seen this in
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our country's history before with
McCart hyi sm and CO NTELPRO. | urge
you to continue to stand firmy in
our wel com ng val ues, recognize the
contributions of Latino and ot her
comuni ties, Asian, African,

Cari bbean, Arab. W are part of
the future of the city al ongside
our Bl ack and Wiite brothers and
Sisters.

| urge you to include us
in every day and not just during
our nmonth or weeks of cel ebrati on,
as the Council menber shar ed.
I nclusion and belonging is really
on all of us. [It's about choosing
to show up and stand wth each
ot her, especially when it's hard.
Thank you for allowng us to
cel ebrate Hi spanic Heritage Mnth
and thank you for allowing ne to

share sone renmarks.

(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The floor is yours.

MR. HI NCAPI E: Good
afternoon. First and forenost, 1'd
like to thank Gty Council,
especi al |y Counci | wonman Lozada and
her teamfor this honor, and in
this building in this city where
denocracy started it rem nds ne
wat chi ng her team and how
tirelessly they work in our
communities why | do what | do.
You know, we have voices. Qur
comunity does not have voi ces.

W live in an
envi ronnment today that is very easy
to just throwin the towel and give
up. | f we give up, there's a whole
comunity behind us that will be
failing because they have no
voices, and it is an honor for ne
to receive this because it

fortifies why | do what | do in our
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community and | think that we have
forgotten to lead with humanity,
not party lines, and | think that
we need to reflect and go back in
time and just use our humanity to
be | eaders that we are. CQur
comunity puts us in certain places
to be leaders. Let's lead with
humanity. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council will be at ease.
Just anot her housekeeping item |f
you're here visiting Gty Council
we ask that you put your phone on
silent and/or vibrate. Thank you.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The next order of
busi ness is conmuni cations. The
Chair requests that the Sergeant-
at-Arm del i ver the nessages from

the Mayor to the Chief derk.
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WIIl the Chief Cerk
read the nmessages fromthe Mayor
and any ot her conmunications in her
possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nmenbers of the
Council of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, | amtransmitting for
the consideration of your Honorabl e
body a draft of a resolution
approving the 2025 t hrough 2026
Housi ng Opportuniti es Made Easy,
H OME. Program --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Excuse ne, Liz. Counci
w il be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  John, could you shut the
door. Pl ease resune.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on approving the 2025

t hrough 2026 Housi ng Qpportunities
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Made Easy, H. O ME. program annual
program st at enent and budget, which
addr esses expendi tures by various
agencies in the first year of the
H OME. program and

An ordi nance anendi ng
Title 20 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Oficers and Enpl oyees”
by changi ng the conpensati on of
nenbers of the Zoning Board of
Adjustnent, all under certain terns
and condi tions; and

A resol ution authorizing
t he Commi ssioner of Public Property
to execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority deeds conveying fee
sinple title to 4152 Viola Street,
4154, 4200, 4202, 4204, 4220, 4227
Viola Street, 4153, 4157, 4205
Lei dy Avenue, 1703, 1711 North 42nd
Street, 1129, 1135, 1201, 1205 and
1207 North 41st Street in the 3rd
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Councilmanic District of the City
of Phil adel phia, and further
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnment Authority to transfer
to the Phil adel phia Land Bank fee
sinple title to such properties
pursuant to Section 16-405 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code; and

A resol ution authori zing
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 2806, 2903, 2907, 2913,
2917, 2919, 2925, 2937 and 2939
Cecil B. More Avenue located in
the 5th Councilmanic District in
accordance with the terns of
Chapter 16-700 of The Phil adel phi a
Code; and

A resol ution authori zi ng
t he Commi ssi oner of Public Property
to execute and deliver to the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority deeds conveying fee

sinple title to 1811 North Bucknel
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Street, 1818 North 23rd Street,
1805 North Ringgold Street, 1850,
North Ringgold Street, 1937 North
19th Street, 1939, 1945, 1935,
1947, 1907, 1913 and 1931 North
19th Street, 1909 North Van Pelt
Street in the 5th Council manic
District of the city of

Phi | adel phi a, and further

aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnent Authority to transfer
to the Phil adel phia Land Bank fee
sinple title to such properties
pursuant to Section 16-405, of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

And to the President and
menbers of the Council of the Gty
of Phil adel phia, | ampleased to
advi se you that on Septenber 16,
2025, | signed the follow ng bill
whi ch was passed by Council at its
sessi on on Septenber 11, 2025:

Bill No. 250530-A.
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Counci|l President, there
are no further comrunications in ny
possessi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch. The
next order of business is
i ntroduction of bills and
resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Dr. Ant hony
Phillips -- he has no bills and
resol utions for today.

The Chair recog --

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Sorry, Council President. | was
talking to the Assistant District
Attorneys for a nonent that just
came in.

Good norni ng, everyone.
There are no bills and resol utions
for introduction today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good norning. Thank you

Page 37

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 18/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

9/ 18/ 25 - STATED - INTRO TO BILLS
very much, Dr. Phillips.

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Good nor ni ng, Counci l
Presi dent. Good norning,
col | eagues.

Today | offer one bil
on your behalf and two resol utions,
one privileged and one
non-privil eged on your behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Woul d the Chief Cerk
pl ease the resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance repealing inits entirety
Bill No. 240415 (approved July 19,
2024), entitled "An O dinance to
amend the Phil adel phia Zoni ng Maps
by changi ng the zoni ng desi gnations
of certain areas of |and | ocated

wi thin an area bounded by I sl and
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Avenue, the Del aware Expressway,
and Bartram Avenue."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on renam ng
t he 2100 bl ock of McC ellan Street
“Christine E. Thomas Way," in honor
of Christine E. Thomas for her
extraordi nary service to her
community and the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at the
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
condemi ng President Donald Trunp's

recent efforts to whitewash
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suppress and rewite Anerican
hi story by renoving sl avery,
sl avery-rel ated content from
national parks - including an
exhi bit at I ndependence Nationa
Hi storic Park honoring the nine
i ndi vi dual s ensl aved by President
Geor ge Washi ngton, devel oped by the
avengi ng the Ancestors Coalition -
thereby attenpting to erase Bl ack
hi story fromthe nati onal
narrative.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be placed
on the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at the next session
of Council .
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gaut hi er.
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Good norni ng, Council President.
Today | have one bil

and one non-privil eged resol ution.
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One bill on your behalf and a
privileged resolution on behal f of
Majority Whip Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief Qderk
pl ease read the titles of the bill
and resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anending Title 17 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
"Contracts and Procurenent” to
prohi bit contractors providing
solid waste, recycling or
conposting services to the Gty
fromincinerating-di scarded matter,
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm tt ee.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: An ordi nance anendi ng
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Title 20 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Oficers and Enpl oyees”
by changi ng the conpensati on of
menbers of the Zoning Board of
Adj ustnent, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Conmm ssi oner of
Public Property to execute and
deliver to the Phil adel phia
Redevel opment Authority deeds
conveying fee sinple title to 4152,
4154 4200, 4202, 4204, 4220, 4227
Viola Street, 4153, 4157, 4205
Lei dy Avenue, 1703, 1711, 1129 --
l"msorry, 1711 North 42nd Street,
1129, 1135, 1201, 1205 and 1207
North 41st Street in the 3rd
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Councilmanic District of the City
of Phil adel phia, and further
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnment Authority to transfer
to the Phil adel phia Land Bank fee
sinple title discussed properties
pursuant to Section 16-405 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wl|
be -- this bill will be referred to
the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK:
Resol uti on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at the
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Jane ol den, honoring her life's

wor k, | egacy and contribution as a
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fundanental pillar in the arts and
culture community in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Fi nal Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

Today | offer three
resolutions. One of them
privileged, two non-privileged.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch,
Menber Jones.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol ution

aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
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Bank to di spose of 4947-49, 4951,
4953, 4955, 4957, 4967, 4969-73,
4979, 4981, 4983, 4985, 4987, 4989,
4989. 5, 4991, 4991.5 West Grard
Avenue | ocated in the 4th

Council manic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on renam ng
t he 3900 bl ock of Conshohocken
Avenue "Bi shop Keith Reed Way" to
honor Bishop Keith W Reed, Sr. for
his incredible work as a preacher,
teacher, lecturer and counsel or.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Wl | done, Menber Jones.

This resolution wll be
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pl aced on the Final Passage

Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authori zing
the Conmittee on Public Safety to
hol d hearings to exam ne the
potential establishnment of the
Ofice of Freednen Affairs within
the Gty of Philadel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar. | know public conment
goi ng be good today.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Good norning, Council President and
col | eagues. | have three
privileged --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Did | co-sponsor on that
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bill, that resolution?

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
have three privil eged resol utions.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recogni zes Menber
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: O
course you are, M. President. |
woul dn't have done it w thout you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, sir.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| have three privileged
resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the

privileged resol utions.
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CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
the week of Septenber 15 through
Sept enber 21, 2025 as Di aper Need
Awar eness Week in Phil adel phia, and
acknow edgi ng t he outstandi ng
efforts of comunity-based
or gani zati ons working to ensure
that all children have the
essential itens needed to thrive
and survi ve.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Fi nal Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution recogni zing
and honoring the Education Law
Center PA for its 50th anniversary,
for its outstanding contributions
and |l asting inpact to ensure access
to quality public education for al

children in Philadel phia and across
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Pennsyl vani a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
t he week of Septenber 15th through
Sept enber 21, 2025 as Nationa
Coding Wek in the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, highlighting the
essential nature of coding skills
in a rapidly evol ving digital
wor | d.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good norning, Council President.

| "' m sure our 18th Council nenber is
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going to be very excited.

| have no bills or
resol utions this norning.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch,
Menber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA: |
hope he takes it easy on us during
public comrent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

Today | offer one
non-privileged and two privil eged
resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
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non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Comm ssi oner of
Public Property to execute and
deliver to the Phil adel phia
Redevel opnent Aut hority deeds
conveying fee sinple title to 1811
North Bucknell, 1818 North 23rd
Street, 1805, 1850 North Ri nggold
Street, 1937, 1939, 1945, 1935,
1947, 1907, 1913, 1931 North 19th
Street and 1909 North Van Pelt
Street in the 5th Council manic
District of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, and further
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnent Authority to transfer
to the Phil adel phia Land Bank fee
sinple title to such properties
pursuant to Section 16-405, of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be

pl aced on the Final Passage
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Cal endar for consideration at the
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Sept enber 21, 2025 as "Sun Day" in
the Gty of Phil adel phia and
recogni zi ng the Phil adel phia Sol ar
Energy Association and Third Act PA
for their advocacy for a solar-
power ed Sout heastern Pennsyl vani a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Sept enber 17, 2025 as Nationa
Wor kf or ce Devel opnent Day in the
Cty of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage

Cal endar .
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jeffrey Jay Young.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Yes.
Thank you, M. President.
| just wanted to nention
that the Workforce Devel opnent
resolution is al so being
co- sponsored by Counci | menber
Kat herine G|l nore Richardson as
wel | .
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.
WIIl be duly noted.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Kendra Brooks.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.
| have two resol utions,
one privil eged and one
non- privil eged today.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.
WIl the Chief Cerk
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pl ease read the titles of the
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authori zing
the Commttee on Public Health and
Human Services to hold a hearing on
the federal attacks and | ocal
chal | enges facing reproductive
health care in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
condemi ng the Trunp
Adm ni stration's depl oynent of the
Nati onal Guard to American cities
and calling on | eaders across the
country to defend denocratic
governance and civil liberties

t hrough every | awful neans.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at the
next session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
got 15 he beats up us anyway -- oh,
| mean, one privileged resolution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch, sir.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

Went over everybody's head.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: Wl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
the third week of Septenber 2025 as
Nat i onal Construction Appreciation

Week in the Cty of Phil adel phia,
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honoring the contribution of the
construction industry to the
vitality of our city.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Fi nal Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Morni ng, M. President.

| have three bills to
of fer today and one non-privil eged
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief derk
pl ease read the titles of the bill
and resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 12-3400
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Use of An Aut omat ed Speed
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Enf or cenent Systent to inprove
safety by providing for the use,
adm ni strati on and enforcenent of
aut omat ed speed caneras on
desi gnat ed speed routes, under
certain terns and conditions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm ttee.
CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance aut hori zi ng 3419
Kensi ngton Partners or a subsequent
owner to install, own and maintain
an encroachnent at 3423 Kensi ngton
Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA 19134,
under certain terns and conditions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.
CH EF CLERK: An

or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
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in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
the vicinity of 3423 Kensi ngton
Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA 19134,
under certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the reappoi nt nent of
McCul | ough Wlliams, |11, to the
Phi | adel phia Water, Sewer and
St or mwat er Rat e Board.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at the
next session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Brian O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL

Thank you, M. President.
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| have no bills or
resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer one bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the bill

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 9-4900
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
“"Prohi bition on Use of Certain Bags
by Retail Establishnents,” to
nodi fy certain definitions, require
retail establishnments to charge a
fee for the provision of a bag to
custonmers and require signage, al
under certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate

comm tt ee.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. President.

| offer one privileged
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease the title of the privil eged
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Steve Jam son, owner of Blue Sole
Shoes, an exceptional mnority
smal | busi ness owner, for his
creativity, resilience and uniquely
Phi | adel phi an response to
adversity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahnmad.
COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.
| offer one bill today.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.
WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the bill.
CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance anendi ng Section 9-3903
of The Phil adel phi a Code
(Certificate of Rental Suitability;
Requi red Tenant Docunents) to
I ncl ude the provision of voter
registration information to
tenants, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
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referred to the appropriate
conmittee.

As there are no bills
being reported fromcomittee for
t oday, the next order of business
I s consideration of the Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Maj ority Leader Council nenber
Kat herine Gl nore Richardson for
t he purpose of calling up bills and
resol utions on the Second Readi ng
and Fi nal Passage Cal endars.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. President.

The following bills and
resol utions are being called up
fromthe Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars today: Nos.
250730, 250734, 250735, 250736,
250741, 250743, 250749, 250750,
250752, 250755 and 250756. 250373

I s bei ng anended.
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The following bills and
resolutions on the Cal endar are
bei ng held: 250303, 250731,

250732, 250733, 250751.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

Bef ore considering these
bills and resol uti ons, we would
consi der public comment as follows:
The public comment nust concern
matters on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endars for
possi bl e action at today's Council
session. All speakers nust sign up
in order to testify.

| f you have not already
signed up for today's session,
pl ease do so now by giving your
name to Ms. Hasson at the table
outside the rails to ny left. Once
you have signed up, you wll be
called in the order in which your

name appears on the sign-up sheet.
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Under idea
ci rcunstances, public comenters
each wll have three mnutes to
speak. However, this tinme limt
may vary from session to session.
Today the tine limt wll be two
mnutes. In order to be fair to
all those wi shing to speak, |
intend to hold faithfully to the
two-mnute limt.

When you begi n speaki ng,
you will see a green light on the
podium \Wen there are 30 seconds
remaining to your tinme, the |ight
will turn yellow which is your
rem nder to concl ude your renmarKks.
Once two m nutes have passed, the
light will turn red and the
Sergeant-at-Arns will disconnect
the m crophone. At that point,
pl ease yield the podiumto the next
speaker if you have not already

done so. | also reserve the right
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pursuant to our rules of Council to
limt repetitious comments on the
sane subject nmatter.

| will now ask the Chief
Clerk to please read the nane of
our first speaker.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Darren Forgeron, Deborah Gordon
Cl ark, Roseanne Curlin, Anelia
Dol ey, M chael Martin and Kate
Perez please nake their way to the
podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

M5. FORGERON: Good
norning. My nane is Darren
Forgeron and | am a paral egal at
Community Legal Services of
Phi | adel phia. | amhere to speak
In response to Resol ution 250743.

| want to thank
Counci | mrenber Landau and City

Counci|l for highlighting the
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I nportance of the Suppl enental
Nutrition Assistance Program also
known as SNAP or food stanps. New
SNAP work requirenents apply if
soneone is age 18 to 64 if they
don't live in a SNAP household with
chil dren under 14 and they don't
receive a disability benefit.

| f these adults cannot
prove they are exenpt or working an
average of 20 hours per week, they
may only get three nonths of SNAP
every three years. These harsh
rules threaten to take away food
fromtens of thousands of hard-
wor ki ng Phi | adel phians |i ke our
clients, but it's not too late to
prevent hunger in our communities.

The best way to protect
SNAP is to hel p people get an
exenption fromthe work
requi rements. An exenption wll

al l ow SNAP recipients to keep their
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SNAP safe until their next annual
renewal even if their circunstances
change in the neantine. SNAP

reci pients who work are exenpt from
SNAP work requirenents if they earn
at | east $217.50 a week before

t axes.

Reci pients are al so
exenpt if they have a nedical
condition that reduces their
ability to work, are taking care of
a sick famly nenber, are pregnant,
are unable to work because of
donmestic violence or are
experienci ng honmel essness. There
are many nore exenptions that wll
hel p Phi | adel phians struggling to
afford food. Visit
cl sphil a. or g/ snapchanges for the
full list of exenptions and
i nstructions on how to hel p people
claimthemwth the county

assi stance or wel fare office.
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Counci | renbers, you al so
have a flyer on your desks with
additional information. Cuts to
SNAP are cuts to the health of
Phi | adel phia. Qur city nust cone
together to keep our comunity fed.
| thank Gty Council for all of
your work to help famlies keep
food on the table.

(Appl ause.)

M5. GORDON CLAI RE: Good
norni ng. Thank you to
Counci | nrenber Landau for
i ntroducing this resolution, and
thank you to Philadel phia Gty
Council for recognizing the
Educati on Law Center of
Pennsyl vani a on our 50th
anniversary. M nane is Deborah
Gordon Claire and | ELC s Executive
Director.

When ELC opened its
Phi | adel phia office in 1975, a
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smal | staff began devel opi ng an
anbitious mssion to ensure all
children in Pennsylvani a have
access to quality public education.
From | andmar k cases that secured
rights for individual students here
i n Phil adel phia to system c
victories that dismantled
di scrim natory policies and
chal | enged our state's
unconstitutional school funding
system ELC has been proud to stand
with famlies and conmunities in
the fight for education justice.
Thr ough i ndi vi dual
representation, inpact litigation
and policy advocacy, we work on
behal f of students in poverty,
students of color, students wth
disabilities, students in the
foster care and juvenile justice
systens, nultilingual |earners,

LGBTQ yout h, students experiencing
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honel essness and students at the
I ntersection of these identities.

On behal f of the
Educati on Law Center, | thank you
for recogni zing our | egacy and for
standing with us as we | ook to the
next 50 years of advancing equity
and opportunity for every child.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Roseanne Curlin, Emly Dol ey,
M chael Martin, Kate Perez. My
Tamar Ril ey, Randol ph Smth,
WIlliam McCann and Benj am n Hover
al so make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. CURLIN. M nane is
Roseanne Curlin. Good norning,
Council President and Cty Council.
"' m here tal king on Resol ution
250734 about the city on properties

used for community benefit. |
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support that. | support that
resol ution, but the disability
community is being left out.

Since the Carousel House

was cl osed in 2021, wheelchair
basket bal | and many ot her
activities for the disabled have
been di splaced. W need to reopen
and repair the Carousel House.
Many prom ses have been nade, but
none have been kept. Please Cty
Council help us repair and reopen
Car ousel House.

(Appl ause.)

MR. MARTIN. Esteened
menbers of Gty Council, ny nane is
M chael Martin. Thank you for your
service to this great city. | am
speaki ng on Resol ution 250735 about
the Land Bank and city property. |
amin favor of this resolution. |
believe there's a clear plan for

property transfer in this city for
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comunity benefit. And community
benefit is why we are all gathered
here today.

| would ask that City
Council in the interest of
communi ty benefit becone actively
i nvol ved with reopeni ng Carousel
House Recreation Center. Carouse
House was a conpl etely accessible
center that was built and operated
for 50-plus years for the disabled
comuni ty of Phil adel phi a.

Prom ses from Rebuil d have been
unful fill ed.

Qur progranms are dying a
sl ow death as we share an al ready
overcrowded Gustine Recreation
Center wth abl e-bodi ed residents
of the East Falls nei ghborhood.
The progranms we are able to
rel ocate to Gustine are operating
at 50% capacity. W would ask you

to please cone to the aid of the
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disability community of the city.
We need your help. Thank you very
much.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jones for remarks.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, Madam Chair.

So when people are
right, they're right. | stand up
for those who are right. | want to
say that prom ses were nmade under a
di fferent adm nistration that
called for and we approved in this
body $12 million to rebuild the
Carousel House. The del ays, the
i nflation has noved that project up
close to $40 mllion, so | stand
with them And if | could have
gotten over there to take a picture
and hol d up and speak over on that

side, | woul d.
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But |l et ne assure you of
one thing, when | nmake a prom se, |
keep it. W're going to rebuild
Car ousel House.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: In
the interim coll eagues, we have
noved people to Gustine, which is
also in the 4th District. But to
their point, when you m x those
popul ati ons of individuals who have
speci al needs with people who are
trying to hog up the court,
sonetines that can bunp heads. So
a particular rec facility just for
this population is going to happen.

|"mgoing to give you
this one too. There was a plan in
anot her adm ni stration and |'m not
trying to -- the good thing about
seniority and longevity is you
remenber the prom ses that were

made then and in different
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adm ni strations you intend to nmake
sure they hold to it. They said
what the design was is to build
sone aspect of special needs in
every one of the rec centers around
the city.

Well, that does not
work. And so, we're comm tted.
We're putting 10 toes down to
rebuil d Carousel House. M nane is
Curtis Jones and you got ny word on
it. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MS. PEREZ: Kate Perez.
SNAP is the |argest anti-hunger
programin the U S., supporting
about a third of Philly's
residents, inproving health
out cones, stinulating the econony
and hel pi ng us recover from natural
di sasters. Hunger is dangerous,
| eavi ng peopl e desperate, unable to

performregul ar functions and
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especi ally dangerous in the early
stages of life, where nutritional
stunting increases risks of

i nfections, disease, limts the
body's ability to develop their
skel etons and intestines, inpairs
cognition and increases overall
nortality rates, creating |asting
damage on the human body.

W have a country where
wor king famlies cannot adequately
feed our own children. And instead
of having a budget that ensures all
Anericans can eat, SNAP is reduced
and defense is skyrocketing. Mbney
we could be using to eat has been
selling weapons to an occupati on,
mai nt ai ni ng a conpl ete bl ockade
since March forcing parts of
Pal estine into Stage 5.

I rreversible fam ne,
hunger stunps their growh as well

as their exposure to white
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phosphor ous bonbs, tear gas,
shrapnel , direct bonbi ngs,
bur ni ngs, mai m ngs and anput ati ons,
wi t hout any nedi cation or
anest hesi a avail able. Babies are
reported too hungry to cry.
There's no hospitals left fully
operating and children we've seen
beggi ng for nedi cal evacuations on
I nstagram for nonths have been
Killed.

Adm ni strative barriers
I npact the nost vul nerable first,
such as seniors or people with
disabilities who are unable to go
back and forth with the SNAP
benefits office. This resolution
al so ended SNAP eligibility to
t housands of imm grants with | awful
status, such as refugees and asyl um
seekers.

We have Pal estini an

nmedi cal evacuati on asyl um seekers
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here and they're going to be left
to starve again. | join you in
condemmi ng our admnistration's
i1l-advised -- and | also want to
join you -- | would also like you
to condemm their lifting of the
sanctions against Israel and their
attenpts to crush our First
Amendnment rights by doing -- I'm
sorry. |'moverwhel ned. But we
need a free Palestine and to stop
sending arnms to the occupati on.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. DOLAN: Good
nor ni ng, Counci | nenbers, and thank
you for the opportunity to speak.
My nanme is Emly Dolan. |'mhere
on behal f of Nei ghborhood Gardens
Trust to express deep gratitude on
behal f of several nei ghborhoods for
t he passage of three resol utions

today that will enable the
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per manent preservation of four
bel oved conmunity gardens.

They are C evel and
Street Garden in Point Breeze,
Cakford Street Garden in G ays
Ferry, Viola Street Garden in East
Par ksi de and the Farm on Fl orence
i n Kingsessing. Together today's
resol utions, which are Bill Nos.
250730, 250734 and 250735
aut hori zed the transfer of 10 total
parcels of |and to Nei ghborhood
Gardens Trust for pernmanent
preservati on.

These | ots are not just
plots of land. They are vibrant,
|'ife-giving spaces where nei ghbors
grow food, flowers and comunity.
They represent resilience,
connection and care. W appl aud
Counci | President Kenyatta Johnson
and Counci |l mrenber Jam e Gaut hi er

who introduced today's resol utions
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for their |eadership and

col l aboration with the community.
W al so want to thank Council nenber
Kat herine G Il nore Richardson for
her support today as well.

This action reflects a
power ful commtnent to preserving
Phi | adel phi a' s nei ghbor hoods and we
t hank you for recogni zing the val ue
of these spaces. W |ook forward
in the future to working wth all
Counci | renbers to preserve gardens
in your districts. These are
spaces that deserve our protection
and investnent. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Tamar Ril ey, Randol ph Smth,

W1 liam McCann, Benjam n Hover,
Eddi e WAng, Maggi e Foster and Jane
ol den al so make their way to the
podi um

(Wtnesses approached
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podi um )

MS. RILEY: Good
norning. My nane is Tamar Ril ey
and | would like to thank the
Council for allowing ne to speak
today. |'m here al ongsi de ot her
supporters of the Carousel House
Recreation Center. |'mhere also
to show ny support and ny approval
to support Resol utions 250734,
250735 and 250736 as well as the
support for the Council's m ssion
to return underutilized properties
to productive use and to foster
di verse communi ti es.

However, | nust raise
the issue of the Carousel House,
| ocated at 4300 Avenue of the
Republic, which served as a vital
recreation center for people with
disabilities. The Carousel House
has been cl osed since June of 2021

due to safety concerns. Since its
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cl osure, supporters, including
participants as well as the
surroundi ng conm ttee, have only
recei ved broken prom ses regarding
the rebuil di ng.

W are here today to ask
the nmenbers of City Council to help
us by urging rebuild to begin
fulfilling their conmtnments and to
start work on restoring the Carroll
house imedi ately. It's been too
long. W also are deeply concerned
about the ongoing | ack of
communi cation from both rebuild and
t he departnent of recreation.

Thank you for your tine.

MR SM TH. Good
norni ng, Council. M nane is Randy
Smith and I'ma gardener at Viola
Street Garden and | support
3025734. On May the 25, 2022,
Counci | woman Brooks in partnership

w th Counci | woman Gaut hi er, forner
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Counci l woman Gym the Nei ghbor hood
Garden Trust and ot her

organi zati ons chose the Lila

Street Garden to |aunch the Restore
Communi ty Land canpai gn. Now, on
Septenber 18 | stand before Cty
Council to thank all the people and
organi zations that nmade this dream
come through for Phil adel phia
gardeners. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. HOVER  Good
nmorning, Council. | want to start
of f by thanking all of the nenbers
of the Council for the continued
support. M nane is Benjamn
Hover, Director of Comrunity
Engagenent and | egi sl ative
representative for the Phil adel phia
Federati on of Teachers. And on
behal f of President Steinberg and
t he over 14,000 nenbers of the PFT,

| speak in support of Resolution
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250303, sponsored by Council nenber
| sai ah Thomas, which honors the
Phi | adel phia Juvenil e Justice
Servi ce Center School .

| al so speak in support
of the recognition of the Education
Law Center and the great work that
t hey have done in support of the
children of Philadel phia. This
Counci| has repeatedly shown a
wi | lingness to support the
educati onal prograns and staff at
all levels to enhance the
devel opnment of our city's nunber
one asset, our children, on this
Nati onal Constitution Wek. And
al so on Saturday, Septenber 20,
whi ch is National CARE for Kids
Day, there's nothing greater than
we can do than enpower our children
toread. So Il'd like to invite al
menbers of Council to this

weekend's Literacy Fair, which is a
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col | aborati on between our Nati onal
Uni on Anmeri can Federation of
Teachers, the Phil adel phi a
Federation of Teachers, Majority
Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson's office and
Counci | menber Jeffrey Young as wel |
as State Senator Vincent Hughes.

And before | leave, | do
want to also give a special thank
you to Majority Leader
Counci | mrenber G I nore Richardson's
office for their instrunental work.
We' ve been working on this for over
six nonths. W' re planning to have
it in the spring and then other
things intervened and pushed it off
to the fall. And just the anount
of work your office has put into it
has been trenendous and | want to
t hank you.

| do have flyers for

everyone here -- we can appl ause.
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We shoul d appl aud her office.

(Appl ause.)

MR. HOVER | do have
flyers here for everybody on
Counci | and then al so nenbers of
t he audi ence . Thank you for your
tine.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you. Thank you for those comments.
But | think Menber Thomas, this
col | aborati on deserves the public
to know, you guys are giving away
30, 000 books, Kevin. And | think
that's an amazing, amazing feat in
light of the fact that up in
Washi ngton they want us to burn
books. So thank you for that. |
want to put that on the record.

Thank you so much.
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(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: My we
have Eddi e Wang, Maggi e Foster,
Jane Col den, Steve Jam son and Dee
Dukes nmake their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. WANG  Dear Counci |
Presi dent and Counci |l mnenbers. MW
nanme i s Eddi e Wang and |' m speaki ng
on behal f of ny neighbors fromthe
2700 bl ock of Grays Ferry to
express our gratitude for the G ays
Ferry Street Garden. \Wen ny
husband and | first bought a pl ace
in Gays Ferry in 2019, there were
vacant |ots and vacant properties
everywhere. Many young peopl e have
| oved t he nei ghborhood and only the
ol der residents left.

Even though the
(i naudi bl e) Street Garden was

started decades ago by Lydia
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W1 kins and she still lives on our
bl ock and she's the best bl ock
captain that we have, she was
getting old to maintain the garden
by herself. Fast-forward to now we
want to thank you for all the
initiatives you have started in our
nei ghbor hood.

Thank you for the
af fordabl e housing. Thank you for
the Turnkey progranms. The famlies
are returning, the young people are
returning. | actually saw a bunch
of kids playing the biggest
el aborate tea party on ny front
stoop just the other days. W
haven't seen kids on our street for
years. So we want to thank you.

And then we al so want to
t hank you for the playground that
we have that was renovated in 2017
and we want to thank you for the

park that we have and we want to
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t hank you for the gardens you
continue to allow us to have. So
right now the garden is actually
going to be naned the Mracle
Garden, and that was proposed by
Lydi a, because over the years we
see how t he nei ghborhood start to
change and then there are sorts of
people living on our block now.

And there are ol der
resi dents, young residents and all
different ages, so we just want to
t hank you. W also hope that in
the future you will support us when
we fight agai nst CHOPS 1000- car
garage being built next to our D
Fi nnegan Pl ayground. Thank you
again for your dedication and your
passion to make our city better and
better each day. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. FOSTER:  Good

norning, Gty Council nenbers. M
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nane i s Maggie Foster. M nane is
Maggi e Foster. This is Mllie. |
am speaki ng on Resol ution 250730.
Thank you for approving the
communi ty garden on Cakford Street.
I'"'ma newer resident and al ready |
see how much this means for the
fam lies here.

A garden isn't just
about vegetables. [t's about
comuni ty and about chil dhood.

It's ny daughter crouching down to
wat ch bugs chasing butterflies and
com ng hone with dirt on her hands.
Thi s garden gives her a space to
thrive as sonmeone new to the

nei ghbor hood. 1've already seen
how nmnuch Grays Ferry has been asked
to carry pollution, traffic and
projects that don't put famlies
first. But this garden is
different. It's healing. It

brings fresh food, cleaner air and
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a stronger sense of community.

| ask you to keep
supporting projects like this that
have tangi bl e benefits for
famlies. And just inportantly, to
stand with us agai nst projects that
will bring us harm 1000-car
garage across from our playground
woul d only bring danger, pollution
and stress to a nei ghborhood t hat
al ready carries too nuch. Thank
you for hel ping us plant sonething
good in Grays Ferry and for
standing with both |ong-tine
nei ghbors and new famlies |ike
mne as we work towards a
heal t hier, safer future.

(Appl ause.)

M5. GOLDEN. Hi,
everyone. |'mJane Golden. [|I'm
t he Executive Director of the Miral
Arts Program | |ove being here.

(Standi ng ovation. )
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M5. GOLDEN:.  You know
how nuch | | ove being here, right.
| can be here, like, all the tine.
It's one of ny favorite things.
Counci | renber Thomas, thank you.
Thank you fromthe bottom of ny
heart. You are extraordinary for
shining a light on our work, for
believing in us and for believing
in me. | cannot thank you enough
and for everyone who's here, you
know, that | |ove you. You know I
cherish, | value every single day
that | get to do this job.

| told The Phil adel phi a
Inquirer there is nothing that |
don't |ove about it. And one of
the loves is working with Gty
Council. | value that. Wen | see
you in the neighborhood, when |I see
you com ng to a dedication, when
you give ne ideas and | can go,

yes, yes, let's get that done.
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Counci | renber Jones, we just got
that done, right, that big wall.
And it's just a
pl easure. And | want to say in
1998 when we became Miural Arts, we
were on an enpty floor. W had a
little rickety table. There were
four of us and we | ooked at each
other, we're like we're a pro arts
program what are we going to do.
And we're like, we're going to do
mural s everywhere. And that is
what we did. And in sonme way,
we' ve never stopped providing art
as a service to citizens across the
city. For us, it's a matter of
equity. Everyone everywhere
deserves beauty and anything | ess
than that is just not acceptable.
And we want every child to have art
educati on and people who are in a
state prison to the county jail to

peopl e com ng hone to people in the
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behavi oral health systemto art
educati on, thousands and thousands
of constituents are served every
year. And there is nore work to
do.

But that work is made
possi ble, | want to be honest and I
say this everywhere and everywhere
| go -- I"'minvited to Yale
Uni versity tonorrow and |I' m goi ng
to Chicago next week, | talk about
all of you. And | tal k about what
an extraordi nary public-private
partnership this is that allows us
to get the work done in the nost
prof ound, el oquent way possi bl e.

You all know that |
al ways say that art ignites change.
| say it because |'ve been a
wi tness to that change and you are
standing by ny side and I wll be
forever, forever grateful to all of

you, to the Council President for
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hel pi ng to make the work possi bl e.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Excuse ne, Jane. Jane,
can you cone back to the podi um
Can we give Jane her flowers.
Let's give her a round of appl ause.
Good | ob.

(Appl ause.)

M5. GOLDEN: Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Jane, we appreciate your
hard work and your dedi cation not
only when it comes to beautifying
our cities through nurals, but also
your work regarding social justice
and good j ob.

M5. GOLDEN: Thank you,
Council President. But you al
know | ' m not really going away.
["1l be here.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Steve Jam son, Dee Dukes. My Eric
Poneray, M chael Smth and Today
Mobl ey al so nake their way to the
podi um

MR JAM SON. Ckay. My
name i s Steve Jam son, owner of
Bl ue Sol e Shoes, 1805 Chest nut
Street. Good norning, everyone.
And thank you, Council, and thank
you, Council President Kenyatta
Johnson and al so Curtis Jones,
Counci | person, great support of ny
busi ness and Cindy Bass. [|'m
sorry, I"mnervous. | don't have
any prepared renarks.

The young | ady who cane
before nme | |ove her spirit.
Fantastic. Again, | don't have
prepared remarks. About a nonth
ago -- Cindy Bass introduced a

resol uti on recogni zi ng ny business.
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About a nonth ago, an individual
threw a brick out of ny w ndow, ny
storefront w ndow, breaking the
wi ndow. And instead of responding
in anger, what | did was | took the
boot and cut the boot in half and
pl aced one half of the boot on the
i nside and the other half of the
outside to create an art
installation. So it appears as
t hough t he boot was going through
the wi ndow but it's not . So it's
now becone a piece of art that
peopl e when they wal k by, they see,
they smle, they touch the glass to
see if the cracks in the glass are
real, if it's just sone sort of
prop or whatever. But it is real
It's really broken.

And Witney, | thank you
also. And so, with all that | say
that the resolution tal ks about the

resilience of ny business and
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nysel f, but that really doesn't
speak about nme. It's really nore
about the city and the city that
gave birth to ne, N cetown where |
grew up, in East Qakland where |
now | ive, and the sports teans and
everyone here and City Council, how
the public watches you all to fight
to resolve issues for the city, to
make the city better for all of us.

And so, you know, | just
offer for you that if you find
yourself on the receiving end of an
of fense, as | did rather than
respond in anger, to respond and
ki ndness and grace and to help
t hose who are suffering fromwhat |
believe to be the person who
of fended ne suffering from nental
i1l ness. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
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Counci | mrenber C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

Steve and I went to high
school together. It doesn't | ook
like it because it |ooks |ike we
just graduated maybe five m nutes
ago. But | just wanted to point
out that, you know, a nunber of our
nmenbers shop at Bl ue Sol e Shoes,

i ncl udi ng Counci | renber Jones, who
| believe is wearing and wi || nodel
a pair of Blue Sole Shoes today.
Thank you. | have nore to say
during public conment.

Thank you,

M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

M5. DUKES:. Good
nmor ni ng, Council President and
menbers of City Council. M

response is in opposition to
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Resol uti on No. nunmber 25071. My
nane i s Dee Dukes and I amthe
foundi ng president of the
Wnnefield Comrmuni ty Nei ghborhood
Associ ation, a registered community
organi zation with boundaries in
Wnnefield and the surrounding
areas. |'malso overall a city

| eader.

WCNA supported the
variance in the matter of 5052 City
Avenue for the follow ng reasons:
Appropri ate use of commerci al
space. The proposed use of 5052
City Avenue as a beer distributor
I's consistent with the comerci al
character of Cty Avenue Busi ness
District, which seeks to bring
positive comercial investnent into
the comunity.

Two, revitalization of a
| ong vacant property. This

comer ci al buil di ng was renai ned
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vacant for nore than seven years.
Testi nony presented at the ZBA
hearing froma realtor confirned
the difficulty in securing a tenant
with only one prior proposed use.
During that time, that prior
vari ance was rejected by the
community and the applicant
ultimately w t hdrew.

3, significant
I nvest nent and community
commtment. Unlike a tenant, the
current applicant is the proposed
owner who has conmtted to making a
substantial investnment to purchase
the property and supports the
community. 4, fair and transparent
ZBA process. From March through
July 2025, a fair and transparent
ZBA process was carried out.
Mul tiple conmmunity neetings were
hel d and opportunities were

avail abl e for opposition to be
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presented, to which there was none.

However, Council nenbers
and our representative and ot her
RCOs relied solely on a witten
| etter of opposition initially
presented to the ZBA and did not
participate in all ZBA proceedi ngs.
Finally, it is inportant to note
that the ZBA maintains a procedure
to hear appeals wthin an
establ i shed deadline. Adherence to
these tinelines ensures fairness
and consistency for all parties.
For these reasons, WCNA
respectfully supported the variance
requested for 5052 Gty Avenue and
opposes this resol ution.

Al so, thank you for
cel ebrating ny Pastor Bishop Keith
Reed, an honor. And thank you for
Counci | mrenber Young for the
wor kf or ce devel opnent resol ution on

nmy birthday.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Happy bi rt hday.

(Appl ause.)

MR. POVEROY: Good
norning. My nane is Eric Poneroy
and | am here to speak on behal f of
the resol ution on decl aring
Sept enber 21st, Sun Day introduced
by Council man Jones. Thank you
very nuch. W very nuch appreciate
your support.

Thi s weekend there wil|
be hundreds of cel ebrations of
sol ar power across the nation, and
one of the |argest of those will be
just across the street in LOVE
Park. And why are these
cel ebrations going on? Well, it's
because peopl e are cel ebrating
sol ar power because an anazing
t hi ng has happened over just the
| ast few years.

Sol ar power has al ways
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been the cl eanest form of energy of
course, but solar power suddenly
has al so becone the cheapest and
the cheapest by far. And we can
see this happening, this dramatic
t hi ng happening all over the world
with the expl osion of solar
installations, even in a place |ike
Texas.

And because of the
prom se of solar, we can see a
future for our children and our
grandchil dren where the air they
breathe is clean, the energy that
they need is cheap and sustai nabl e,
and the frightening prospects of
climte change are fading. W know
that there are significant
chal  enges to making the future a
reality and financial barriers
especially, but also regulatory
ones and perhaps nost inportantly,

opposition fromthe fossil fuel
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i ndustry.

So this Sunday, we will
be cel ebrating the remarkabl e
t echnol ogi cal advances that is
sol ar power and we hope you all
will be comng over to LOVE Park to
see us. But in the weeks and
nonths to come, we'll be | ooking
forward to working with Cty
Council and other city agencies to
see how we can nmake the |ives of
al I Phil adel phi ans better by a
rapid transition to cl ean energy.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: May we
have M chael Sm th, Danae Mbl ey,
Qgbonna Hagi ns, Lucinda Trotter and
Mo Rushdy al so make their way to
t he podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. MOBLEY: Good
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nmor ni ng, Council President, nenbers
of Gty Council. | am Danae
Mobley. | amthe CEO of Coded By
It's an honor to join you today in
support of the resol ution brought
by Counci | menber Landau decl ari ng
this week National Coding Wek here
in the city of Phil adel phi a.
Recogni zi ng Nati onal
Codi ng Week is nore than synbolic.
It's a commtnent to preparing
Phi | adel phians for the future.
Coding, digital literacy and now
artificial intelligence are no
| onger nice to have skills. They
are essential building blocks for
econom c nmobility, civic
participation and equity in a
rapi dly changi ng workforce. At
Coded By our mssion is to ensure
t hat young people, particularly
those that are underrepresented in

tech, are not just consumers of
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technol ogy, but creators and
| eaders in this space.

W work with over 650
young people across the city in
every corner of the city, and we
know t hat these are the essenti al
skills that we need themto have in
order to win in our next
generation. Every day we're
wor king wi th Phil adel phia's youth
to cultivate probl em sol ving,
creativity and confidence through
these skills and we see firsthand
how access to these skills can
change the trajectory of a young
person's life, opening doors to
careers that will define the future
of worKk.

This thenme of the year
for National Coding Wek is
enbracing Al and the future of
wor k, which resonates deeply with

our efforts. We believe that Al
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shoul d be a tool that enhances
opportunity, not one that creates
barriers. And by equi ppi ng our
young people with the know edge and
the skills to harness Al
responsi bly and creatively, we're

i nvesting not just in their futures
but in the future of the city as a
whol e. So thank you so nuch.

On a personal note, |
see a lot of you show up for our
events. You're continuously
showi ng up for our young people and
Is deeply appreciated by | eaders
li ke nme. And we know that this
sends a nessage to the city that
you value inclusivity, innovation
and opportunity. And on behalf of
Coded By and the young peopl e that
we serve, thank you for your
| eader shi p and chanpi oni ng a vi sion
for Phil adel phia where technol ogy

is not a privilege but a pathway to
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equity and success for everyone.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. HAG NS: Good
nor ni ng, everyone. (QOgbonna Hagi ns,
Presi dent of the Phil adel phia
Reparations Coalition for American
Freednen and a fourth generation
chattel slavery survivor. You
know, right after slavery ended the
very first thing our people created
was an office. It was called the
Freednen' s Bur eau.

And that office wasn't
just name on a name on paper. It
was survival. It built schools and
hospitals. It defended the
Freednen in courts. It supported
Freednen towns and yes, it gave us
t he Freednen Bank.

In fact, the Freednen's
Bureau i s what created everything,

Freedmen courts, Freednen
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hospital s, Freednen school s,
Freednen towns. That's the
conbination to the |lock for the
constitutional repair of the
Anerican Freednen. Wthout it,
there woul dn't have been a bank.
There woul dn't have been structures
to start fixing centuries of stolen
| abor. But that work didn't |ast.

The Freednen's Bank was
| ooted. It was sabot aged.

Freednmen towns were underm ned and
the Bureau itself was dismantl ed.
Here in Phil adel phia the bank
operated right in the 7th Ward, in
the 2nd District. The 2nd
Councilmanic District is where it
was.

Wth this historic step,
Counci | mrenber Jones has set hinsel f
apart fromevery legislator in the
| ast 150 years. This is the very

first tine since then that the
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di scussion of an Ofice of Freednen
Affairs has even been in any

| egislator in the country.

Curtis Jones, you had
the fortitude, you had the
political will to stand up for your
peopl e, the Anerican Freednen, the
ones who built this country and
saved this country in the G vil
Wwar. And for that, Council nan
Jones, you deserve a standi ng
ovation, brother, because you did
sonet hing that we need to heal the
Ameri can Freednmen conmmunity.
Qgbonna Hagi ns. Over and out.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahnad.

Wul d you like to be recognized?

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  No.
Sorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Counci | menber Bass, woul d
you like to be recognized?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  No.

M5. TROTTER  Luci nda
Trotter, also known as Philly
Wnder Wonman. Hi, everybody.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Hey, Philly Whnder Woman.

M5. TROTTER. Hey. |I'm
speaki ng on 25052. Quadir Johnson,
better known as the Voice of the
Yout h, also known as LGP Qua was a
comuni ty advocate, gane-changer,
noti vati onal speaker and a | eader
for the youth of Phil adel phia. He
was a dedicated brother, father and
son.

Thi s young man was
real |y amazing. \Whenever | called
himto do anything for ne, to speak
to the youth, he would cone and do
it. And a |lot of young people

| ooked up to him He al so had
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celebrities all over the world,
even posting when he passed away.
So with that being said, | would
like to get the bl ock naned after
him Do | nane the bl ocks too or
no because | don't know? Anybody?
kay. I'mgoing to say it then.
So al so naming 9th Street between
Clearfield Street and I ndi ana
Avenue, and al so the 900 bl ock of
West Clearfield where he was born
and raised and we want to name it
Voi ce of the Youth because he was
the voice of the youth. That's it.

(Appl ause.)

MR, RUSHDY: Good
nor ni ng, Council President,
Counci | renbers. M nane is
Mohamred Rushdy and |I'mtestifying
today as a citizen and not on
behal f of any organization. |
wanted to testify in support of

Resol uti on 250730, for the
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di sposition of land in the 2nd
district.

But | wanted to take the
chance today to thank you, Counci
President, for the latitude | ast
session and to thank Council menber
Curtis Jones for what | call the
Enough i s Enough speech, about the
atrocities that are happening in
Pal esti ne.

And | say Palestine. |
do not say Gaza. It is Palestine.
Counci | President and
Counci | renbers, when you put your
foot on soneone's neck for eight
decades, events |ike Cctober 7th
happen. Two years 63, 000 people
dead, half of which are women and
chi |l dren.

The West Bank has no
Hamas, but settler terrorists are
robbi ng | and every freaking day.

The world is rising and the world
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I s speaking up and we need to speak
up as well. | get asked, do you
believe Israel should exist? |Is
Hanas a terrorist organi zation?
wi |l not answer these questions
anynore before | get answers to ny
guestions, which are do

Pal estinians have the right to
exist, are the settlers in the West
Bank terrorists, is the | DF
commtting ethnic cleansing in

Pal estine? This is no | onger about
Hamas or the hostages.

This is about a mani ac
cal | ed Benjam n Netanyahu that has
all oned hinself to be above
I nternational |aw and above any
human law. This is the tine to
say, stop. There is no other way
than a peaceful and a fair
two-state solution. Thank you for

your patience, Council President.

(Appl ause.)
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M5. SMTH.  Good
nmor ni ng, Council President and
esteened Gty Council. M nane is
M chael Smith. |1'mthe Executive
Director of Cradles Crowns
Phi | adel phia and thank you for the
opportunity, although I'm sad that
| have to cone back again to talk
about National Di aper Need
Awar eness Week.

And t hank you,
Counci | mrenber Landau, for inviting
nme today. |'mhere to add ny voice
wi th other Diaper Banks in the city
to bring attention to the dire need
for diapers in Philadel phia's
babi es. Half of Phil adel phia
famlies wth infants and toddl ers
don't have a reliable supply of
di apers. That's 1 out of every 2
famlies. Babies need to be
changed up to 12 tines a day, and

di apers cost between $50 and $120 a
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nont h.

The math can be
devastating to a single parent
living paycheck to paycheck.
| magi ne if you could not change
your baby or your grandchild in
your care. |Imagine the health
ri sks, the stress on both baby and
caregiver. And also, did you know
that caregivers can mss up to five
days of work a nonth because of
di aper need. |nmagine |osing your
j ob because you just could not put
your baby in diapers.

The good news is that
we're nmaking strides in this area.
Cradles to Crowns is one of the
| argest suppliers of diapers in the
city, helping 130 agencies to do
their work by supplying 3.1 mllion
di apers annually. So di aper need
is critical in Philadel phia, but

unfortunately 3.1 mllion diapers
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just isn't enough, not enough to
get parents to work, not enough to
send babies to child care and not
enough to pronote the health and
wel | - bei ng of Phil adel phia's
youngest .

W need nore diapers and
wi pes and we're seeking the support
of Gty Council. Thank you,
Counci | man Landau, for doing a
collection for diapers today. But
if you would like to work with us
together, we can get nore diapers
into the hands of children in our
city. Thank you so nuch for your
support.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
nanmes for public comrent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch. W

w Il now consider bills and
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resol utions on the Second Readi ng
and Fi nal Passage Cal endars.

WIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250730.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
of 1316 and 1318 South C evel and
Street, 2714 and 2716 Gakford
Street, 1225 South 17th Street
| ocated in the 2nd Council manic
District in accordance with the
terns of Chapter 16-700 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson for a notion regarding
Resol uti on No. 250730.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.
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On your behalf, | nove
for the adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250730 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion was signified by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

Chair recogni zes
Counci | man | sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

"' mrequesting a | eave
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to attend to other Council business
and ask that | be recorded as
voting aye on all bills and
resolutions for the renai nder of
t oday' s sessi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Leave shall be granted
and will be voted aye on all bills
and resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| would like to offer an
amendnent to --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Not vyet.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
W' re not there.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: You had your button on.
| thought you wanted to make an

announcenent or a connent. I''m
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going to get to you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
apol ogi ze. Aye on all bills.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

Counci | mrenmber Quetcy
Lozada. Do you want to make a
comment ?  Your light is on.

COUNCI L\WOVAN LOZADA:

( Shaki ng head).

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of Resolution
No. 250734.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
of 4200, 4202, 4204 Viola Street
and 4205 Lei dy Avenue located in
the 3rd Councilmanic District in

accordance with the terns of
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Chapter 16-700 of The Phil adel phi a
Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jam e Gauthier for a
noti on regardi ng Resol uti on No.
250734.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250734 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250735.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
of 5417 and 5425 Fl orence Avenue
| ocated in the 3rd Council manic
District in accordance with the
terns of Chapter 16-700 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Jam e Gauthier for a
notion regardi ng Resol uti on No.
250735.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
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of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250735 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250736.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution authorizing the

Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
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of 1610 South 56th Street | ocated
in the 3rd Councilmanic District in
accordance with the terns of
Chapter 16-700 of The Phil adel phi a
Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jam e Gauthier for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250736 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250741.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on authori zi ng
Counci | mrenber Jones' appeal, on
behal f of and as representative of
Cty Council, of the decision of
the Zoni ng Board of Adjustnent with
respect to 5052-56 Gty Avenue.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Councilman Curtis Jones, Jr. for a
notion regardi ng Resol uti on No.
250741.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank

you, M. President.
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If I could speak to this
resolution briefly.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you. Wnnefield, if you know
Wnnefield and ny Ward | eader is
here, Katherine G| nore Richardson,
if you go back to its history,
particularly during the whole
process of establishing like a
small village fromDr. Wnnefield
literally, one of the overriding
traditions of that area which is
not a |l egal reason to appeal, was
no al cohol, |ike there were no
nei ghbor hood bars and taverns and
that was sonepl ace that was free of
that. And up until maybe 2010 when
a landmark cane, that was |ike an
overriding position. And there was

al so one bar up there and ny son
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actually frequented it, but there
were very few.

And in Wnnefield, where
this building is was a mattress
factory. And that was fine. This
use is a beer distributorship and
it's right across fromthe Wne and
Spirits and it's right down the
street fromthe marijuana
di spensary and it's right across
the street from St Joe's
Uni versity.

Can we sell sonme books?
Can we sell sone vegetables? Do we
have to al ways have |liquor as a
driving force for devel opnent in
communities. So with that, | nove
for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution

No. 250741 be adopt ed.
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Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250743.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on condemmi ng Congr essi onal
Republ i cans and the Trunp
Adm nistration for their dramatic,
iI1l-advised and harnful cuts to the
Suppl enental Nutrition Assistance
Program SNAP.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
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Counci | menber Rue Landau for a
notion regardi ng Resol uti on No.
250743.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250743 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
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read the title of Resolution No.
250749.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on repeal i ng Resol ution No.
250587 adopted May 29, 2025, which
al so naned Jefferson Street between
Broad Street and 13th Street as
“"Donal d ' Ducky' Birts Way."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Young for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 250749.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

Again, this is to nake a
techni cal anmendnent to an adoption
of the resolution. So | nove for
t he adoption of this repeal.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution

No. 250749 be adopt ed.

Page 132

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 18/ 2025

9/ 18/ 25 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250750.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution also nam ng Jefferson
Street between Broad Street and
13th Street as "Donal d ' Ducky'
Birts Way."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Young for a notion

regardi ng Resol ution No. 250750.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

We offer this new
resol ution for adoption which
includes M. Birts' wifeinit.
Thank you.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250750 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
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read the title of Resol ution No.
250752.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution also naming North 9th
Street between Clearfield Street
and | ndi ana Avenue as "LGP Qua
Way," and al so nami ng the 900 bl ock
of West Clearfield Street as "Voice
of the Youth."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Young for a notion
regardi ng Resol uti on No. 250752.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

On behal f of all young
people in the city of Phil adel phi a,
as we wll continue to celebrate
Qua's legacy in the city, | had an
opportunity to talk to his nmom and
she supports this resolution, so |
ask nmenbers of City Council to nove

for its adoption.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250752 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Resol ution No.
250755.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution al so nam ng the 3300
bl ock of Tilton Street as "Czerw
way" to honor the life and | egacy

of John Czerw.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber M ke Driscoll for a
noti on regardi ng Resol ution No.
250755.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250755 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The

nmotion carries. The resolution is
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adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Resol ution No.
250756.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution, also nam ng the 800
bl ock of Rhawn Street, "Hugh Joseph
Mcl ntyre WAy" in recognition of his
sacrifice during the 1975 culf Q|
Refinery Fire.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci Il mrenber O Neill for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 250756.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Thank you, M. President.

| nove the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250756 be adopt ed.

All those in favor of
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the nmotion wll signify by saying,
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIl the derk please
read the title of Bill No. 250373.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 9-3500
of Title 9 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "Fair Crim nal
Record Screening Standards" to
anend definitions, add
clarifications and enhance
renedi es, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
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Counci | menber Rue Landau for a
nmot i on.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| would like to offer an
amendnent to Bill No. 250373. A
copy of the amendnent has been
circulated to all nmenbers of
Council. | nove for the adoption
of the amendnent.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
amendnent to Bill No. 250373 be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
bill has been anended. This bil
will be placed on the Final Passage
Cal endar for our next session of
Counci | .

WIl the derk please
read any additional resolutions on
t oday' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Jane ol den honoring her life's
wor k, | egacy and contribution as a
fundanmental pillar in the arts and
culture community in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Gaut hi er on behal f of
Counci | mrenber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jam e Gauthier for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

Thank you. Council President.
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On behal f of
Counci | renber Thomas, | nove for
t he adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authori zing

the Committee on Public Safety to
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hol d hearings to exam ne the
potential establishnment of the
Ofice of Freednen Affairs within
the Gty of Phil adel phia.

I ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jones for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove enthusiastically
for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
t he week of Septenber 15 through
Septenber 21, 2025 as D aper Need
Awar eness Week in Phil adel phia and
acknow edgi ng t he outstandi ng
efforts of community-based
or gani zati ons working to ensure
that all children have the
essential itenms needed to thrive
and survive. Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Landau for a notion

on the resol ution.
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COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President. |
offer -- sorry. | nove for the
adopti on of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

COUNCI L\WOVAN LANDAU:
Sorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  It's all right.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
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read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and honoring the Education Law
Center PA on its 50th Anniversary
for its outstanding contributions
and |l asting inpact to ensure access
to quality public education for al
children in Philadel phia and across
Pennsyl vania. Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the

resol uti on be adopt ed.
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Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
t he week of Septenber 15 through
Sept enber 21, 2025 as Nationa
Coding Wek in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, highlighting the
essential nature of coding skills
in a rapidly evolving digital
worl d. I ntroduced by Council menber
Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau, Chair of
t he Technol ogy Comm ttee.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted. Good job,
Menber Landau.

WIl the Chief Cerk
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pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Sept enber 21, 2025 as "Sun Day" in
the Gty of Phil adel phia and
recogni zi ng the Phil adel phia Sol ar
Energy Association and Third Act PA
for their advocacy for a solar
power ed Sout heastern Pennsyl vani a.

I ntroduced by Council nenber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay Young for
a notion on the resolution.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| nmove for its adoption.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
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signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
Septenber 17, 2025 as Nati onal
Wor kf or ce Devel opnent Day in the
City of Philadel phia. Introduced
by Counci | menber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Young for notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank

you, M. President.
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Along with Majority
Leader Gl nore Richardson, | nove
for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authori zing

the Commttee on Public Health and
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Human Services to hold a hearing on
the federal attacks and | ocal
chal | enges facing reproductive
health care in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Brooks for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Council President, | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
the third week of Septenber 2025 as
t he National Construction
Appreciation Wek in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, honoring the
contribution of the construction
industry to the vitality of our
city. [Introduced by Council menber
Harrity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Harrity for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

Thank you, Council President.
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| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WII the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Steve Jam son, owner of Blue Sole

Shoes, an exceptional mnority
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smal | busi ness owner for his
creativity, resilience and uniquely
Phi | adel phia in response to
adversity. Introduced by
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Bass for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: Counci l
Presi dent, there are no further
resolutions in nmy possession.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thi s concl udes our
Cal endar for today.

Are there any speeches
on behalf of the Mnority?

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you, Council President.

Today | introduced a
resolution to be voted on at our
next Council session condemning the
depl oynent of the National Guard to
several cities very simlar to our
own. This is not the tine to stay

silent and wait to see what

Page 156

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 18/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

9/ 18/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
happens. W nust be |oud and cl ear
about what's happening in our
country right now. These are
mlitary occupations of American
cities neant to intimdate and
silence the people who live in
t hose cities.

Wth this resolution, |
aminviting nmy coll eagues, the
Mayor and everyone in Phil adel phi a
to join nme in speaking out against
t hese i nvasi ons and def endi ng our
freedomto govern ourselves. |
wi Il have nore to say about that
next week. | want to acknow edge
District Attorney Larry Krasner for
his | eadership on this issue. |
woul d encourage people to attend
his town hall tonight at Mot her
Bet hel A.ME. Church. Doors open
at 5:30 and the event starts at
6: 00 p.m this norning.

Also, |I'mal so
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i ntroduci ng a resol ution
aut hori zing a hearing on the state
of reproductive health care here in
Phi | adel phia. G ven recent federal
and |l ocal cuts, this hearing cane
fromthe work of our Reproductive
Heal th Task Force. During our |ast
neeti ng, nmenbers shared chal | enges
t hey were facing, including
m si nformati on, new federal
policies and | ack of funding.

After the Suprene Court
overturned Roe v. Wade in 2022, our
city governnent took action to
support patients and providers here
i n Phil adel phia. Each year since
then the Cty has provided grants
up to 500,000 for |ocal nonprofit
or gani zations that support
| ow-i ncone Phil adel phians in
assessi ng contraception, STI
testing and treatnent, cancer

screeni ngs, abortion and ot her
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i fesavi ng nedi cal care.

This funding was a
lifeline for thousands of patients
and providers during a surge in a
nunber of peopl e seeking care, as
| ocal clinics closed and patients
travel ed into Pennsyl vania from
states where abortion was banned.
As we approach the 2026 budget | ast
spring these organi zati ons were
counting on nunicipal funding in
order to keep their doors open.

Many of us here in City
Counci | supported city funding for
t hese organi zati ons because we
understood that Trunp's plan to
def und reproductive health care on
the federal level. But in the 2026
budget, these |ocal organizations
were al so defunded on a city | evel
in a closed-door negotiation. No
reason was given. W had noney for

corporate tax cuts, a wellness
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ecosystem that we have no data on,
over $800 million in new housing or
new borrow ng, but apparently no
noney for reproductive health care.

In other cities, elected
| eaders are neeting the nonent by
i ncreasi ng access to reproductive
care. Chicago awarded 2 mllion to
their local abortion fund.

Atl anta, Baltinore, Col unbus,

St. Louis and others have created
funds to help with travel and costs
associ ated with seeking
reproductive health care. | want
to know why Phil adel phia is failing
behi nd our peer cities in
protecti ng wonen.

Phi | adel phi ans
overwhel m ngly support reproductive
freedom and our city can and shoul d
be a | eader in upholding
reproductive rights. Trunp nade

good on his prom se to cut funding.
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And | have to ask, why is
Phi | adel phia follow ng his | ead?

We knew this was com ng.
W knew who woul d be hurt
overwhel m ngly, Black and Brown
wonen living in | owincone
nei ghbor hoods. Through this
hearing, we will investigate the
real human cost of federal and
| ocal cuts to reproductive health
care and identify ways that our
city can take a stronger, nore
proactive step against the
escal ating attacks on reproductive
rights. Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
speeches on behalf of the Majority.
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

During the D.C 33
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Muni ci pal Wbrkers strike, we got a
stinky, dirty rem nder that
breathing in trash harns both our
ment al and physical health.
| magi ne breathing all that in and
nore every single day of your life.
That's the unjust reality endured
by our neighbors in the city of
Chester. Anerica' s |argest
I nci nerator burns 3500 tons of
trash and industrial waste daily,
maki ng it the nunber one industrial
air polluter in our region. And
what are they burning? Qur trash.

37% of all trash
generated in Philly gets burned,
representing alnost a third of
everything spewed into the air by
this incinerator. Chester and
Del co nei ghbors experience the
wor st of this environnmental
di saster, but our nei ghborhoods

suffer as well.
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I f snmoke fromthe
Canadi an wi ldfires can travel
t housands of mles, inmagi ne how
often we breathe toxic trash air
fromthe Chester incinerator.
Breathing in trash every day nakes
us sick. 1 in 5 of our kids have
ast hma.

Just this week Philly
was naned a 2025 asthna capital
and studies confirmthat trash air
fuels our city's above-average
cancer rate. W need to stop
maki ng oursel ves, our kids and our
pl anet sick. That's why today |
I ntroduced the Stop Trashi ng Qur
Air Act, which prohibits the Cty
of Phil adel phia from contracting
wi th conpani es that profit by
turning our trash into pollution
and si ckness.

The City's priority is

maki ng Philly safer, cleaner and
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greener, but we cannot do that at
t he expense of our neighbors in the
county, who are |eft sicker,
dirtier and | ess safe because of
the trash we send into their air.

As City Council's
Envi ronnmental Chair, |'ve been
wor ki ng closely with the Parker
Adm ni stration on charting anot her
path forward. | look forward to
continuing to collaborate with the
Mayor on this and | thank her for
her | eadership. But with the
Cty's waste disposal contracts
expiring at the end of the fiscal
year, nowis the tinme to do what's
right for our constituents,
nei ghbors and pl anet and stop
trashing our air. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch,
Menber Gaut hi er.

The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | mrenber Dr. N na Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

Once again we are
nmourning the loss of life due to a
sensel ess act of violence that
happened yesterday in York County
in Pennsylvania. | want to honor
the courage of the police who were
maki ng a routine stop at an
I ndi vidual's home and three police
officers were killed and two were
injured. | want to honor the
courage of these police officers
who rmade the ultimate sacrifice in
the line of duty. These tragic
events conti nue to happen and we
must do nore to stop the violence
across the country. Their service
and dedi cation will not be
forgotten.

| wanted to also talk

about a bill that | introduced
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today. The right to vote was hard
won, generations of Anmericans, John
Lew s, Dol ores Huerta, Fannie Lou
Haner, Medgar Evers, WMabel Ping-Hua
Lee, Cctavius Catto, Mary Church
Terrell and so many ot hers fought
too hard and sone died to secure
this right to vote. W cannot take
their sacrifice for granted and we
must be honest, our right to vote
IS not secure.

There are active
efforts, including the current
Trunp adm nistration to nmake voting
harder and to strip away access
fromgerrymandering districts to
the intimdation of poll workers
and the erosion of voting
protections. Leaders |ike Stacey
Abrans rem nd us daily that the
fight for access is an ongoing
struggl e.

On Tuesday, Septenber
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16th we marked Nati onal Voter
Regi stration Day, a tinely rem nder
t hat access nust be sinple, easy
and institutionalized, not left to
chance or a single news cycle.
That's exactly why | introduced
this bill because that is what the
bill does.

We know t hat people fal
off the rolls when they nove
renters, |ike young people, working
famlies, new Phil adel phi ans nove
nore often, and updating a
registration card can slip through
the cracks. M legislation uses
the start of a |ease to provide
clear, tinely nudge to voters to
make sure they're registered. It
requires that the standard rental
package tenants al ready receive
al so includes straightforward voter
registration informati on and a

direct link to register or update
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an address online. No new
bur eaucracy, no extra hoops. Just
what peopl e need exactly when they
need it. This is how we safeguard
participation, not only with
speeches in election years but with
systens that make access routine.
The nessage nust cone
from many directions, including our
schools, libraries, comunity
organi zations and faith
institutions, social feeds and
storefronts. Today's bill adds one
nore durabl e touchpoint baked into
the everyday process of renting a
honme so that our neighbors keep
their say in what happens at Cty
Hall, the State Capitol and Capitol
Hill.
John Lewi s taught us
t hat denocracy is an ongoi ng act.
My bill renoves one nore barrier

and makes the path to the ballot a

Page 168

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 18/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

9/ 18/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
little clearer. |1 n Philadel phia,
we just don't protect the right to
vote. W neke it easy to use.

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch,
Dr. Ahmad.

The Chair recogni zes ny
Majority Leader Katherine Glnore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch,
Counci | President.

| wanted to pause and
t hank Ben Hover fromthe PFT -- |I'm
not sure if Benis still wth us --
for his acknow edgenent during his
public testinony regardi ng our
upcom ng Readi ng Open to the Wrld
of Famly Literacy Book Fair. |
wanted to al so thank the Anerican

Federati on of Teachers and Randi
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Wei ngarten. This was her idea.
They have given away nore than 1
mllion books across the United
States of America. And when we net
at an event |ast Novenber, she
prom sed to cone back to
Phi | adel phia and partner with ny
office to bring 30,000 books to the
city of Phil adel phi a.
So, M. President, wth
the AFT, with the Phil adel phi a
Federati on of Teachers, Art
St ei nberg and his team our other
amazi ng partners in ny coll eague,
Counci | menber Jeffrey Jay Young,
who's the District Council nenber
for the area, as well as State
Senat or Vi ncent Hughes, we're all
com ng together for the Reading
Open to the Wrld Literacy Fair.
It'll be this Saturday,
from10:00 a.m to 2:00 p.m It"l

be at the Sal vati on Arny Haven of
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Hope | ocated at 1340 Brown Street
of f of Broad and Fairnount.
There's plenty of parking at this
| ocation. |It's easily accessible
via SEPTA, and we will have again
30, 000 free books for our young
peopl e and others across the city
of Phil adel phia. W are al so
gi ving away | aptops, brand new
| apt ops, courtesy of AT&T and al so
Lego brick sets.

Now, we know young
peopl e | ove Legos. They've had a

resurgence |lately, and ny kids |ove

Legos, so we'll be giving away
Legos. In addition to that, every
educat or, every teacher will be

able to receive 50 books for their
classroomlibraries to build their
cl assroom li braries.

W w il also have face
pai nting, balloon animls, a noon

bounce. We'll have robot buil ding
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for all of our STEM young peopl e.
W'l |l be building robots with
Br ookl yn Foundry Robot here in
Phi | adel phia. W'Ill also have
addi ti onal special guest authors,
sone that we all have seen recently
i n Phil adel phia, maybe sone fol ks
who are connected to sone of the
Phi | adel phi a Eagl es and ot her
aut hors.

W will also have the
City of Philadel phia' s hiring bus
and ot her community resources. So
there wll definitely be sonething
for every single person who cones
out. 1'Il tell you that we have
nore than 1800 people signed up for
the book fair thus far.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: 1800 people. So we
know that reading and literacy is

i mportant to our residents and
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constituents here in the great city
of Phil adel phia. W are so honored
to be doing this work together with
t he AFT, the PFT, Council menber
Young and State Senator Vincent
Hughes. And we ask each and every
one of you to join us this Saturday
for Reading Opens the World. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Great job, Majority
Leader G | nore R chardson.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci |l man Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

Today | just want to
menti on how preventabl e tragedies
happen in our city every day. One
happened yesterday at 15th and
Lehi gh where there was a shooti ng

of a Dobbins H gh School student
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about seven bl ocks away fromthe
school. And when we tal k about,
you know, safe routes and safe
corridors here in the city of
Phi | adel phia and we tal k about --
we typically, you know, on the
city's website when you search for
safe routes or safe corridors what
pops up is Vision Zero, right. And
it tal ks about infrastructure.

And the website says
that it's hel ping communities
create safe, healthy environnents
for students to wal k, bike and rol
to school, again, under Vision
Zero. But what | haven't seen is
where is this conprehensive type of
pl an for gun viol ence.

In particular, it says
t hat young peopl e deserve to be
able -- 1'm paraphrasi ng now.
Young peopl e deserve to be able to

go to school w thout fear of
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traffic. And | would say they al so
deserve to go to school wi thout
fear of being shot. And | know
Town Watch has a Safe Corridor
program but if you | ook at Town
Watch's website, it is nowhere near
as conprehensive as the Safe Route
Program under Vi sion Zero, nowhere
near, right.

And Town Watch |ists
that it protects students traveling
to or fromschool. But again
where is that investnent. And |
want to point out to ny coll eague,
Counci | menber Jones, in his
Bl ueprint for Safer Philadel phia on
the very first page, Page No. 1
addresses this very issue of
getting kids to and from school
safely. That's the nunber one
issue in this Blueprint for a Safer
Phi | adel phia. So when are we goi ng

to make the proper investnents in
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expandi ng the Safe School Corridors
pr ogr anf

| know that the School
District added Dobbins to this
particul ar program but we need
nore, right. W see that in
certain communities, adding around
the edges just isn't enough. W
need real investnents for rea
sol utions and these are solutions
t hat Counci | nenber Jones and ot hers
have al ready conme up with. So when
are we really going to put the
dollars into these prograns that we
know wi I | work. Stop addi ng around
the edges. Let's make a real
I nvestnment into our conmunities
that are getting hit every single
day with gun viol ence, every day,
no days off fromthis, right.

And so, we want to keep
it at the forefront as we are going

t hrough and naki ng policy
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deci si ons, maki ng budgetary
deci sions and al | ocati ng resources
to prograns that actually prove to
work. And | believe that if we can
expand sone of these prograns,
i ncluding the School District's
Saf e Corridor program that
sonething like this would have been
prevent abl e.

We tal k about putting
the infrastructure in place to
prevent traffic deaths. Let's put
the infrastructure in place in our
communities to prevent gun
vi ol ence. Put those people there.
And on the sanme bl ock, which is
very ironic, | just want to |et
fol ks know that the world' s nost
common | egal ly consuned drug is
caf f ei ne.

So that woul d make the
worl d's nost |argest |egal drug

dealer with a market cap of 95
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billion to be Starbucks. And on
this very bl ock, 15th and Lehi gh,
St ar bucks pulled out of a deal to
build a community store, and this
comunity store woul d have been an
asset for that nei ghborhood, would
have provi ded jobs for that
nei ghbor hood, woul d have provi ded
eyes on the street for that
nei ghbor hood. So maybe this
student would not have been shot
because of the activity that that
St ar bucks woul d have brought,
right.

St ar bucks was supposed
to open up these stores, these
community stores in Black and Brown
communities due to |lawsuits and due
to other pressure, public pressure,
that they received. But recently
again they pulled out of this one
at Lehigh. They pulled out of the

store in West Parkside, but they're
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opening stores in Fi shtown and
Schuyl kil'l Yards, right. Look
at -- what are those nei ghborhoods,
right. They're certainly not North
Philly and West Philly. Well,
Schuyl ki Il Yards is West Philly,
but a different part of Wst Philly
"Il say, right.

So, what does that | ook
like to us? It |ooks |ike that
there's a | ack of interest by
St ar bucks to open up in Black and
Brown communities. Their market
cap rate is $95 billion and they
can't open up in a Black and Brown
community. W drink coffee too,
right. | know fol ks who drink
St ar bucks every day. This was to
have a drive-thru. So | nean
traffic is going to be boom ng
every day in this area.

So you can't tell ne

that this particular area there's
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no market for it, right. You can't
tell me that costs are too high to
devel op this because you're going
to recoup your costs. So | just
want to put the Gty on notice that
this is a corporation that has been
showi ng, it seens, a |lack of
interest in conmunities that we
represent.

And so, | just want to

put that on the record that
al t hough the federal governnent and
sone ot her places may be goi ng away
fromdiversity, equity and
inclusion, the Cty of Philadel phia
still stands on that, right, and we
will continue to stand on that.
But we have to hold businesses |ike
St ar bucks and ot hers accountable to
our residents, to our citizens
because if you want to claimto be
a great corporate partner of ours,

then really invest in the
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communi ties that need the help,
that actually need this type of
I nvestnment to inprove.

You're going in places
where you open up anyt hi ng,
soneone's goi ng to nmake noney. But
St ar bucks has the capital to really
pl ace those types of investnents in
a community to see real change.

And so, those are the types of

busi nesses that we're going to
continue to try to welcone here in
the city of Phil adel phia that are
willing to invest to nake a rea
change in our city.

And with that,

M. President, | just want to | et
those who are |istening know t hat
as we speak right now ny office
along with North 10 at the Lenfest
Center at Hunting Park is
participating in a college and

community fair that's hosted by a
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G aduate Philly, State Rep. Danilo
Burgos, Tenple University, the
Mayor's O fice of Latino
Engagenent, O fice of Re-entry
Partnership and Phillycoll eges. com
That is at the Lenfest Center right
now until 2:00 p.m, 3890 North
10th Street.

And al so tonorrow, ny

office is participating in a
community cleanup at 19th and York.
And so, if you live in that area,
we wll be cleaning up that entire
community in partnership with the
Phi | adel phi a Parking Authority, the
Ofice of Cean and Geen, the
Streets Departnent and others. W
are going to bring those city
services right to your front door.
You can neet ne at 19th and York at
8 o'clock. Let's roll up our
sl eeves and cl ean up our conmunity.

On Friday, we are
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partnering with Project HOVE to
have a health fair at 22nd and
Cecil B. Moore. So all of our
seniors, all of our community
nmenbers pl ease conme out to get sone
services, to get sone resources.
And we need to realize that there
is a health center, a health clinic
right in the heart of your
community right there at 22nd and
Cecil B. Mbore.

Counci | renber Kat heri ne
G I nore Richardson nentioned our
book fair. Again, thank you for
allowing ne to be a part of this.
Pl ease come out to this fair.
Every tinme | place books on any
tabl e we have an event, they're the
first things to go. So that shows
me that our communities are | ooking
for knowl edge. They're looking to
| earn and we have to keep

cultivating that.
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And al so, on Saturday we
will be renam ng the 1300 bl ock of
Jefferson Street after | egend Ducky
Birts and that begins at
11:00 a.m, | believe. And so,
pl ease conme out to celebrate this
| egend in our city.
And with that,
M. President, thank you and
cl ose ny remarks.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You're wel cone. (Good
] ob, Menber Young.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau.
COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.
First, congratul ations
to the Education Law Center of
Pennsyl vania on its 50th
anni versary and thank you to ny
col | eagues for signing on to ny

resol uti on recogni zi ng the profound
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i mpact its work has had on ensuring
access to quality public education
I n Phil adel phia and across
Pennsyl vani a.

Anmong ot her things, as
you know t he Educati on Law Center
was an integral part of the | awsuit
that finally found that the
I nequi tabl e funding formula of our
schools is unconstitutional. Their
efforts have shaped statew de
education and inproved the |ives of
t housands of underserved students
in the region. They've been a
trusted resource for famlies, for
chil d-serving professionals, for
advocates and for | awrakers. Thank
you, ELC, for your activism and
passi on for inproving the education
of our young peopl e.

This week | al so
i ntroduced a resol ution marKking

Sept enber 15th through the 21, 2025
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as National Coding Wek in the Cty
of Philadelphia. 1In the rapidly
devel opi ng tech | andscape
encour agi ng Phi | adel phi ans,
especially our young folks to |learn
their vital skill set, ushers them
into the 21st century. This year's
theme enbracing Al and the future
of work focuses on how Al can
enhance tech skills rather than
elimnate them

Nat i onal Codi ng Wek is

desi gned to nake codi ng accessi bl e
to everyone who wants to devel op
skills in conputational thinking.
And 1'd like to thank Coded By for
I ncorporating this vision into
their own m ssion and for speaking
to the inportant effort and the
essential nature of coding skills
in this incredibly digital world,
increasingly digital world.

Finally, | also
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co-introduced a resolution with
Counci | renber G I nore Ri chardson
and Counci | nenber Thomas
recogni zing this week as D aper
Need Awar eness Week in
Phi | adel phia. Though many
i ncredi bl e conmuni ty organi zati ons
wor k to address diaper insecurity,
it's an uphill battle.

Nationally, 1 in 3
fam | ies experiences diaper
insecurity, and a nonthly supply of
di apers can cost between 80 to $100
per child. This has grown over the
years into a public health issue
across the U.S. and | owincone
Bl ack and Brown famlies are often
the hardest hit by this disparity.

Phi | adel phia is proud to
be honme to many organi zations
wor ki ng to address di aper
i nsecurity such as Cradles to

Crayons, and ny office is excited
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to partner with themon a diaper
donation drive. We'll be posting
about this on social. But
col | eagues and anyone wat chi ng
right now, if you'd like to
contribute, please bring a box to
my office -- bring diapers to ny
office in a box, 592 in City Hall.
And we'll also have a QR code for
you to donate financially if you
want .

And finally, at |ast
next week is Rosh Hashanah, the
Jewi sh New Year. 1'd like to thank
Council President for this gift,
for my New Year's gift. And | want
to wish all who are cel ebrating
L' shanah tovah, Happy New Year.

But |'ve got to say once
again while we are celebrating the
New Year, | do want to recognize
the atrocities being inflicted on

Pal estinians daily by Israel. Let
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this time be a rem nder to all of
us that we nust speak out to | end
our voices to demand that we stop
supporting this genocide. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Dr. Anthony Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

Real Iy qui ckly, just
toni ght we are having a N ght
Mar ket on Ogontz with the Reverend
Dr. Alyn Waller, the | egendary Bl ue
Notes, Meli'sa Morgan, Fool's
Paradi se and DJ Di anond Kuts. So
there' Il be food trucks, live nusic
vendors. |'m happy to be the
I ndividual to really help work in
West Qakl and and bring back this

tradition that we've had in our
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area. Hopefully, it's a precursor
to what we all have been wanting
back in our area. And | want to
thank all of us in Cty Council for
bei ng supportive, especially
Council President, in all these
endeavors that we're trying to do
in the 9th District.

So Septenber 18th, 5:00
to 9:00, 7100 block of Ogontz
Avenue. And next week |I'll see you
all at Philly Afterschool Hype. |If
you are a parent or a famly and
you need to get your kid in the
afterschool program As the Chair
of Children and Youth, nyself and
Counci | man | sai ah Thomas, Chair of
Education, we're putting together
the |l argest afterschool programin
the city with the School District
of Phil adel phia, Philadel phia Youth
Basket bal | at the Sixth Man Center

at 4250 W ssahi ckon Avenue from
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11: 00 a.m to 3:00 on Saturday,
Sept enber 27t h.

Don't mss it. |If you
interested in getting -- an
organi zation has until this week to
sign up. |If you're a youth-serving
organi zation, sign up. You get
kids fromthe city involved. |If
you're a parent and famly, just
tell people about it because the
idea is there are youth prograns
out here and there are caring and
| oving adults and the kids that are
i nvol ved with prograns have better
out conmes. So hope to see y'al
soon.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Dr. Phillips.
Good | ob.

And my Deputy Wip
Counci | renber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank

you, M. President.
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So I just wanted to just
mention again ny good friend Steve
Jam son, who | went to high schoo
wi th many, many noons ago and Bl ue
Sol e Shoes and just tal k about the
resol ution that we passed today for
him He is a true Phil adel phia
original and a shining exanple of
what it neans to be a responsible
and resilient small business owner.

For nearly two decades,
St eve has brought style, service
and heart to Center City. But what
truly sets himapart is how he
responds when chal | enges arise. |
knew hi m back in high school and he
has al ways been this type of
person.

When soneone shattered
his storefront w ndow a few weeks
ago, Steve didn't just board it up
until he could repair it. He

transforned it. He turned that
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broken glass into a piece of public
art that drew smles, sparked
conversation and rem nded us al
that creativity and resilience can
wal k hand-in-hand. This is the
ki nd of | eadership our small
busi ness community needs and
deserves, rooted in the
nei ghbor hoods, driven by purpose
and powered by a deep love for the
city.

So today let's celebrate
Steve Jam son and reaffirm our
comm tnment to supporting snall,
| ocal and responsi bl e busi nesses
that reflect the very best of
Phi | adel phi a.

| also want to put on
the record a celebration that wll
be happening this weekend to honor
t he extraordi nary service of
Reverend Dr. Mchelle A Sinmmons,

who wi Il becone a bishop this
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weekend. A visionary | eader,
fierce advocate and tirel ess
servant of all the people, Rev.

Dr. Simmons turned her personal
journey into a powerful m ssion,
foundi ng Wiy Not Prosper, which
many of you know, and transform ng
the lives of thousands of wonen
returning home fromincarceration.
For over two decades,
she has shown us what it neans to
lead with faith, conpassion and
unshakabl e purpose, fromthe
streets of Philadelphia to
under served conmunities around the
worl d. Her work speaks vol unes
rem nding us -- her work speaks
vol unmes housi ng the unhoused,
uplifting the brokenhearted,
fighting for justice and rem ndi ng
us all of the power of second
chances. So congratulations to

Rev. Dr. Simmons and thank you for
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showing it's possible when faith
| eads acti on.

And one last thing |
just wanted to add in, in reference
to ny coll eague Council man Jay
Young's comrents regarding the
St ar bucks, and | know we had had
sone brief conversation about this,
and | woul d say, nunber one, | want
to rem nd everybody there's a
fantastic cof fee house, Freedom
Cof f ee House, which is mnority-
owned and a staple in the community
at 4906 A d York Road. So I want
to encourage folks to spend their
dollars for people who want to
Invest in their conmunities.

So | drink a
different -- | drink tea but |
drink it froma different provider
ot her than the one you nentioned.
But when people don't want to spend

noney in our comunity, we have to
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|l earn that if you don't respect our
communities, we will not be
shopping with you. W wll not
spend our doll ars.

Because |isten, we can
put that green in sonebody else's
hands and that's exactly what we
shoul d be doing and | ooking for to
a vendor to take that space,
preferably one that's African
Anmeri can, Latino, you know, just
soneone fromthe conmunity who is
focused on that community and knows
the value of the dollars in that
comuni ty.

Thank you,

M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Wl cone.  Very wel |l said.
Just ask Target.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Majority Katherine

Gl nore R chardson for a notion to
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adj our n.

COUNCI LMOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President.

| nmove that Counci
stand adj ourned until Thursday,
Sept enber 25, 2025 at 10: 00 a. m

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Counci
stand adj ourned until Thursday,
Sept enber 25, 2025 at 10:00 a.m

Al'l those in favor
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
notion carries. Thank you all very

nmuch.
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(Stated Meeting

adj ourned at 12:31 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON
|, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evi dence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken by
me in the foregoing matter, and that this is

a correct transcript of the sane.

}

)
Pl II I
LEEJﬁJHLﬂﬂJ (f @ anetl

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcript does not apply to any reproduction
of the sanme by any neans, unless under the
direct control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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