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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good afternoon, everyone. Wl cone
to Philadel phia Gty Council's
Committee on Public Property and
Public Wrks. | now note that the
time has cone.

WIIl the derk please
call the roll and take attendance.
Menbers that are in attendance,
wi |l you please indicate you're
here by sayi ng present when your
nane i s called.

THE CLERK: Madam Chair

Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Present .

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi Il a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

Present.
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THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Present .

THE CLERK: And,
Counci | mrenber Young.

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

note for the record that a quorum
of this commttee is present and
this hearing is called to order.
This is a public hearing on the
Comm ttee of Public Property and
Public Works regarding Bill Nos.

250426, 250485, 250486, 250433,
250492, 250434, 250435, 250440,
250441, 250483, 250484.

WIl the derk please

read the titles of the bills on the

agenda for today.
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THE CLERK: Bill No.
250426, introduced by Council nmenber
Jones, an ordinance authorizing the
Conmm ssi oner of Public Property, on
behal f of the Gty of Phil adel phia,
to convey fee sinple title or a
| esser real estate interest in and
to all or a portion of the property
i n Cobbs Creek Park bordering Gty
Avenue in Delaware County and in
Cobbs Creek Gol f Course bordering
Cty Avenue in Phil adel phia County,
all under certain terns and
condi tions.

And Bill No. 250485,
i ntroduced by Counci |l mnenber Lozada,
aut hori zi ng the Comm ssi oner of
Public Property, on behalf of the
Cty of Philadel phia, to convey
fee, title or lesser interest in
real estate |ocated on East
Roosevelt Boulevard in the vicinity
of Langdon Street, known as Friends

Canpus, for the devel opnent,
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occupancy and operation of a health
center and enter into related
agreenents, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

And Bill No. 250486, an
O di nance aut hori zing the
Conmm ssi oner of Health and the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property, on
behal f of the Gty of Phil adel phia,
to enter into agreenents with the
Phi | adel phia Authority for
| ndustri al Devel opnent for the
devel opnent of a m xed-use
condom ni um and Heal th Center
facility on prem ses |ocated on
Frankford Avenue in the vicinity of
Pratt Street and Dyre Street; owned
by FCDC Devel opnent Properties |
LLC or an affiliated entity, and
aut hori zi ng the Comm ssi oner of
Public Property to enter into a
| ong-term | ease or subl ease
agreenent for the occupancy and

operation of the Heath Center
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facility on said prem ses; and

aut hori zi ng the Comm ssi oner of

Public Property to acquire fee

sinple title to, or a | esser

interest in, the conpleted Health

Center facility, including a

condom niumunit, or to facilitate

the transfer of title in the

conpl eted Health Center facility,

I ncluding a condom niumunit, to

t he Phil adel phia Authority for

| ndustrial Devel opnent or the

Phi | adel phi a Muni ci pal Authority

for the benefit of the Gty, al

under certain terns and conditions.
And Bill No. 250433,

I ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Young,

aut hori zi ng the Comm ssi oner of

Public Property, on behalf of the

City of Phil adel phia, to enter into

a subl ease agreenent with the

Phi | adel phi a Muni ci pal Authority

for use by the City of prem ses

| ocated at 1601-29 John F. Kennedy
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Boul evard, Phil adel phi a,
Pennsyl vani a, under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

And Bill No. 250492,
i ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Young,
aut hori zi ng the Comm ssi oner of
Parks and Recreation and the
Comm ssi oner of Procurenment, on
behal f of the City of Phil adel phia
(the "City"), to enter into a
mul ti-year Concession Agreenent
with German Anerican Marketing,
Inc. d/b/a CHRI STMAS VI LLAGE I N
PHI LADELPHI A, for the operation and
managenent of a seasonal Christmas
Village for the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a at LOVE Park and ot her
potential Cty owned areas.

And Bill No. 250434,
i ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Young,
aut hori zi ng the Comm ssi oner of
Public Property, on behalf of the
City of Phil adel phia, to enter into

a | ease agreenent for the use of
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all or a portion of the Cty-owned
under ground area, commonly known as
Broad Street Sub-Concourse North,
t hat nei ghbors the basenent of the
Muni ci pal Services Building | ocated
at 1401 John F. Kennedy Boul evard,
under which the operator wl|
mai ntain and operate the space to
provi de services to the community
and unhoused persons, under certain
ternms and conditions.

And Bill No. 250435,
aut hori zi ng the Comm ssi oner of
Public Property, on behalf of the
Cty of Philadelphia, to enter into
a | ease agreenent with the
Hol mesburg Fish and Gane Protective
Associ ation, Inc., for use of all
or a portion of the City property
bounded by the Pennypack Creek, the
Del aware Ri ver, Pennypack Street,
and State Road in Phil adel phi a,
Pennsyl vani a, under certain terns

and condi ti ons.
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And Bill No. 250440,
aut hori zi ng the Comm ssi oner of
Public Property, on behalf of the
Cty of Philadelphia, to enter into
an anmendnment to a | ease agreenent
wi t h Sout heastern Pennsyl vani a
Transportation Authority, for use
by the Cty, of a portion of the
prem ses | ocated at 1234 Market
Street, Phil adel phia, Pennsylvania
19107, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

And Bill No. 250441,
i ntroduced by Counci | menber
Squilla, authorizing the
Conmmi ssi oner of Public Property, on
behal f of the City of Philadel phia,
to enter into a | ease agreenent
wi th the New Market and Headhouse
Conservancy for use of all or a
portion of the Cty-owned prem ses,
commonly known as the Headhouse and
Shanbl es i n Headhouse Squar e,

| ocated al ong 2nd Street between
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Pi ne and Lonbard Streets in
Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vania, for the
public benefit, under certain terns
and condi tions.
And Bill No. 250483,
i ntroduced by Counci | nenber
Kat herine G | nore Richardson on
behal f of the Council President,
aut hori zi ng the Comm ssi oner of
Public Property, on behalf of the
Cty of Philadel phia, to acquire
fee sinple title or a | esser real
estate interest in and to all or a
portion of the property bounded by
Cobbs Creek, 75th Street
(extended), Buist Avenue, and 78th
Street and owned by the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Aut hority, the Phil adel phia Land
Bank, or the Phil adel phi a Housi ng
and Devel opnent Corporation, all
under certain terns and conditions.
Lastly, Bill No. 250484,

i ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Bass,
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aut hori zi ng the Conm ssi oner of
Public Property, on behalf of the
City of Phil adel phia, to acquire
fee sinple title or |esser real
estate interest in and to all or a
portion of the property known as
known as 1822- 1830 West Cayuga
Street, all under certain terns
condi ti ons.

There's no other bills
on the agenda, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
WIlIl the Cerk please call the
first panel to testify on Bill No.
250426.

THE CLERK: The wi tness
to testify on this bill today is
Joseph Brasky, Conm ssioner of
Public Property.

(Wtness approached
wi tness table.)

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
Good af t ernoon.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
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Good afternoon. Please state your
nanme for the record and begin with
your testinony.

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
Joseph Brasky. |'mthe Depart nent
of Public Property Conm ssioner.
Good afternoon, Chairperson
Lozada -- is the mc working?

W' re good?

Good afternoon,
Chai r person Lozada, nenbers of the
Comm ttee of Public Property and
Public Wrrks. M nane is Joe
Brasky. |'mthe Conmm ssioner of
Public Property. I|I'mhere to
testify in support of Bill No.
250426, authorizing the Departnent
of Public Property, on behal f of
the Gty of Philadel phia, to convey
a sinple title and | esser rea
estate interest in all or a portion
of the property of Cobb Creeks Park
bordering City Avenue in Del aware

County and in Cobbs Creek Colf
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Course bordering Gty Avenue in
Phi | adel phi a County, all under
certain terns and conditions.

This bill wll allow for
an easenment to be granted to
PennDOT as it relates to the
Commonweal th' s right-of-way or
ri ght - of - passage regarding city-
owned | and on whi ch PennDOT may or
may not seek to inprove.

Consi derations for this
easenent will be considered after
PennDOT presents terns normal |y
i ncl uded as precondemed
condemation offer, which will be
need to be reviewed by the Gty and
eventual ly found to be fair and
reasonabl e. The proceeds fromthe
potential sale would be deposited
into the city's General Fund. The
Departnment of Public Property
supports this neasure. And
accordingly, | respectfully ask

that Gty Council approve Bill
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250426. Thank you. | wll be
happy to answer any questions you
may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

Are there any questions
frommenbers of this commttee for
this wtness?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Seei ng none, is there anyone el se
i n chanbers here to testify on this
bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Seei ng none, thank you for your
testi nony.

Wuld the Oerk please
call the next witness to testify on
Bill No. 250485.

THE CLERK: The w tness
to testify on this bill is also
Joseph Brasky, Conm ssioner of

Publ i c Property.
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COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
Good afternoon, Chairperson Lozada
and menbers of the Conmmttee of
Public Property and Public Wrks.
My nane is Joe Brasky, Conm ssioner
of Public Property. |I'mhere to
today to testify in support of Bil
250485, authori zing the Depart nent
of Public Property, on behal f of
the Gty of Philadel phia, to
acquire a fee title or a |lesser
interest of real estate |ocated on
East Roosevelt Boul evard and the
street of Langdon, known as Friends
Canpus, for the devel opnent,
occupancy and operation of the
heal th center and enter into
rel ated agreenents, all under
certain terns and conditions.

Located on the
beautiful |l y-1andscaped Friends
Canpus, the proposed health center
woul d be approxi mately 55, 000

square feet and woul d accommodat e
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approxi mately 30,000 patients per
year. The site offers the rare
ability to provide plenty of
parking and is | ocated to SEPTA' s
Langdon bus stop and will currently
whi ch currently serves three
rout es.

The design of the
proposed new health center
I ncorporates the existing
| andscapi ng and conplinents the
ot her buil dings | ocated on the
historically recogni zed canpus.
The project design even includes
adding wal king trails for patients
and fam|lies, |ocal walking groups
and al |l Phil adel phians to enjoy.

The health service is
offered by the Gty Departnent of
Public Health as the locations are
expected to include adult and
pediatric care, famly planning,
vaccines for children, dental | ab,

phar macy, X-ray and manmogr aphy,
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behavi oral heal th, physical therapy
and many nore health care-rel ated
services and resources to be nade
avai | abl e.

This area of the city
has gaps in the primary care access
and a new health center would offer
all city residents, whether they
have i nsurance or not, nore health-
rel ated services and shorter
waiting tinmes for appointnents, the
opportunity to devel op and occupy a
brand new health center that woul d
provi de access to quality,
conprehensive primary care in the
area of the city in need, it is the
opportunity Bill No. 250485
presents, the fact that the
| ocation woul d be a beauti ful
historic Friends Canpus is a
wel coned bonus.

The Departnent of Public
Property supports this neasure.

And accordingly, | respectfully ask
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the Gty Council approve Bill No.
250485. Thank you. | wll be
happy to answer any questions you
may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony. One
very qui ck question: \Wen
arrived here in 2022, this
particul ar project along with the
ot her project that is at the
Frankford Transportation Center was
a challenge to community residents.

Have we wor ked through
what all of those challenges are as
It relates to the concerns that
residents had? | know there were
sonme questions about historical
designation. \Were are we in that
process?

COW SSI ONER BRASKY: |
wasn't around in 2022 but | |earned
nore and nore about the project and
|'ve been finding who was invol ved

inthe initial project, | believe
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Health is here. If they want to
comment or, you know, discuss what
was goi ng on, they'd be nore than
happy.

(Wtnesses approached
wi t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you for being with us this
afternoon. Please state your nane
for the record and begin with your
t esti nony.

DR RAVAL- NELSON:  Sure.
Good afternoon. |'m Dr. Pal ak
Raval - Nel son, the Health
Commi ssioner, and | have here with
me Sarah Ennis, our Deputy
Comm ssi oner/ Chi ef of Staff. W
can go ahead and answer those
gquestions. |I'll let Sarah take the
| ead.

M5. ENNIS: Sure. Thank
you. So in 2023 and 2024 we did
enbar k, Counci | nenber Lozada, with

you and your office to do a series
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of community neetings in which we
| aid out our plans for this health
center as well as heard sonme of the
concer ns.

When we subm tted our
Hi storical Comm ssion subm ssion
for the Friends Canpus, that was
approved and subsequently there was
an appeal. And | think we're on
our |ast |ayer of appeal that's
still being adjudicated in the
court. But we expect to have an
answer on that relatively soon and
| believe that is expected to sort
of go in the favor of the buil ding
of this project.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
And for the record, are there plans
to continue the conversation with
community residents as the project
noves al ong?

M5. ENNI'S: Yes, mm'am
The ot her concerns that were raised

during this series of | want to say
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ei ght or nine conmunity neetings
that were had, those have been
addressed. So we wi |l continue the
conversations as needed.

One of the | think major
comuni ty engagenent projects that
we're going to undertake as this
proj ect gets devel oped is sone type
of planning for a comunity garden
or community space, reusing sone of
the brick fromthe Lawnside
bui |l ding, which is the historic
bui |l di ng on the Friends Canpus,
that is scheduled to be denolished
for this project.

And so, we've talked
about several iterations or
possibilities of doing this but
that is certainly very nuch on our
agenda.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

And then for the record, 1'd Iike
to make sure that we put on the

record the conversations or the
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concerns fromcomunity residents
as it relates to traffic, right.
Many of the residents just about in
all of the neetings that we had, we
had about five different neetings,
the concerns about traffic safety
was di scussed.

Do we think that we are
in a nmuch better place as it
relates to traffic? Have we been
able to respond to communities?

And if so, I'd like to put that on
t he record.

DR RAVAL- NELSON:. Yes,
m'am we are in a better place. A
| ot of the questions that were
rai sed during the community
neeti ngs have been, continued to be
addressed. W can get Council nore
details about the specifics if
you' d |ike.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

Are there any questions
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frommenbers of this commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON:  Thank
you.

M5. ENNI'S: Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Is
t here anyone el se in the chanber
that is here to testify on behalf
of this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Seeing none, will the Cerk please
call the first wtness to testify
on Bill No. 250486.

THE CLERK: The w tness
to testify on this bill today is
Joseph Brasky, Conm ssioner of
Publ i c Property.

(Wtness approached
W t ness table.)

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:

Good afternoon, Chairperson Lozada,
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menbers of the Commttee of Public
Property and Public Wrks. M nane
i s Joe Brasky, Comm ssioner of
Public Property. |I'mhere today to
testify in support of Bill No.
250486, authori zi ng Departnent of
Public Property on behal f of the
City of Philadelphia to enter into
agreenents for the devel opnent of a
m xed- use condom ni um heal th center
facility on the prem ses | ocated on
Frankford Ave in the vicinity of
Pratt Street and Dyre Street.

The proposed health
center for the Penn Fruit Conpany
site, which sits opposite the
Frankford Transportation Center,
woul d access the significant need
for additional health care access
in the Lower Northeast
Phi | adel phia. Qur city health
centers offer conprehensive,
primary and supportive health

servi ces to Phil adel phi ans
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regardl ess of age, insurance status
or their ability to pay.

The city's Departnent of
Health intends to offer a variety
of service at this |location as
wel |, including primary care for
adults and children, wonen's health
servi ces, podiatry, pharnacy | ab,
dent al radi ol ogy, integrated
behavi oral services and ot her
health care-rel ated services and
resources necessary for quality of
life and overall health.

Built in 1955, the
iconic former Penn Fruit Conpany
supermarket remains mninally
altered fromits original design 70
years ago. The historica
character of the building, coupled
with the ideal physical |ocation of
the parcel, creates a site | ocation
prime for a brand new community-
dri ven m xed-use devel opnent

proj ect .
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The proposed project
woul d include the new Gty Health
Center, a new supermarket and new
residential units | ocated
t hroughout the property. The
construction of the proposed
project is expected to create over
100 jobs. And together, the new
supermarket and health center are
expected to create over 70
per manent jobs. The project would
bring affordabl e apartnents,
hel ping to address rising
residential rents, while pronoting
grow h and devel opnent t hroughout
the commercial corridor.

Additionally, the site
Is |located next to a mgjor
transportation hub that is easily
recogni zabl e to the Phil adel phi ans
across the city. The proposed
m xed- use devel opnent project,
whi ch woul d address needs beyond

health care, include an increase in
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food distribution and affordabl e
apartnments, could transcend the
nei ghbor hood and create a | asting
I npact on community.

The Departnment of Public
Property supports this neasure.
And accordingly, | respectfully ask
that Gty Council approve Bill No.
250486. Thank you. | would be
happy to answer any questions you
may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony.

Are there any questions
from menbers of the commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Is
t here anyone el se in chanber that
iIs here to testify onthis bill?

Are they here for public
conment ?

THE CLERK: Their nanes
are signed up for public comrent.

| have various names. |If you guys
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want to provide your testinony
during public conment, you coul d.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA: | f
you just hang tight because | think
they have you listed for public
comment in the public comrent
section.

Thank you so nuch for
being with us. There being no
others to testify on this bill,
will the Cerk please read the |i st
of witnesses here to testify on
Bill No. 250433.

THE CLERK: The w tness
to testify on this bill today is
Joseph Brasky, Conm ssioner of
Public Property.

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
Good afternoon, Chairperson Lozada,
menbers of the Commttee of Public
Property and Public Wrks. M nane
I's Joe Brasky, Comm ssioner of
Public Property. |I'mhere today to

testify in support of Bill 250433,
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aut hori zi ng the Departnent of
Public Property, on behalf of the
City of Philadel phia, to enter in a
subl ease agreenent with the
Phi | adel phi a Munici pal Authority
for use by the Gty of the prem ses
| ocated 1601-29 JFK Boul evard,
Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a, under
certain ternms and conditions.

The city's Departnent of
Human Services has called the 10th
fl oor of One Penn Center hone since
2014. Since 2022, the city's
O fices of Community Enpower nent
and Qpportunity has called the 18th
floor honme. If Bill No. 250433 is
aut hori zed and passed by Gty
Council, the city's Capital
Prograns office would be able to
call the 14th floor of One Penn
Center hone for the next 15 years.

The passage of the bill
woul d give all three departnents

ability to be grouped together
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under one 56,599 square foot Public
Property | ease. Consolidating into
one | ease and extending long-term
brings financial incentives to the
city, such as turnkey custom zed
fit-out for CPO and a significant
tenant i nprovenent all owance
package for both DHS and CEOQO

Located directly above
t he Suburban Station, One Penn
Center provides city enpl oyees a
preferred | ocation near the
triplex. The building also offers
recently renovated corridors, a
brand new mai n | obby, new
restroons, new el evators throughout
the building's conmpn areas.

The current office
mar ket provided the city the
opportunity to receive brand new
Class A office space froma
famliar long-termlandlord at a
di scounted rate. The Departnent of

Public Property supports this
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nmeasure. And accordingly, |
respectfully ask Gty Council to
approve Bill No. 250433. Thank
you. |'d be happy to answer any
guesti ons you may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony.

Are there any questions
frommenbers of this commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMOVAN LOZADA: |
think my only question would be how
w Il the consolidation of this
| ease i nprove or support the
operational efficiency of DHS, CEO
and Capital Prograns?

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
Just by keeping themtogether in
one building as far as, you know,
instead of running out or if their
| ease ends, just to keep them under
one footprint. And then by adding
capital projects, it's going to

hel p them work together. [|'m not
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exactly sure if the prograns
there, but | can find out
i nformation on DHS and CEQ, but it
seens to be they were put there for
maybe a certain unit or sonething.
So | could find out nore details on
that for you. But as far as CPO
novi ng over, that would bring them
fromwi thin three or four buildings
in the one departnent to work
t oget her.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

s there anyone here to
testify on behalf of this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There being none, will the Cerk
pl ease call the first witness to
testify on Bill No. 250492.

THE CLERK: The first
witness to testify on this bill is
Susan Sl awson, the Comm ssioner of

t he Departnent of Parks and
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Recreati on.

(Wtness approached
wi tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good afternoon. Thank you for
joining us this afternoon. Pl ease
state your nane for the record and
begin with your testinony.

COW SSI ONER SLAWSON
Good afternoon, Chair Lozada and
Vice-Chair Squilla and nenbers of
the Conmittee of Public Property
and Public Wrks. M nane is Susan
Sl awson, Conm ssi oner of
Phi | adel phi a Parks and Recreati on.
I''m honored to speak today in
strong support of Bill No. 250492,
whi ch seeks approval for a multi-
year concession agreenent with
German Anerican Marketing, Inc., a
| ocal certified business entity
doi ng business as Christmas Vill age
i n Phil adel phi a.

A nulti-year agreenent
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wi Il help ensure the continued
operation of this cherished Holiday
Market at LOVE Park and City Hall.
Christmas Vill age has becone an
integral part of the city's holiday
tradition, attracting visitors from
the region and across the country.
Model ed after
traditional German narkets, it
bl ends international tradition with
| ocal flavor, drawi ng over 1
mllion visitors annually, creating
j obs and fueling | ocal commerce
t hrough support for snall
busi nesses, artesians and vendors.
This bill extends the
current concession agreenent for 5
years and 38 days, allow ng the
concessionaire to invest in an
event infrastructure, accessibility
upgrades and programr ng
enhancenents. The concessionaire
has consistently exceeded the

city's CEO participation goals by
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prioritizing services and vendor
opportunities for mnority- and
worren- owned busi nesses.

In 2024, 18.5% of venue-
rel ated spendi ng went to MBE-, WBE-
owned conpanies. O the 107
vendors, 70% were mnority- or
wonen-owned with 46% i dentifying as
MBE. This surpasses the city's 15%
to 20% target and builds on steady
gr ow h.

Since 2019, MBE
participation has increased by 84%
Several new initiatives have been
anplified, the events positive
econom ¢ and social inpact. Since
2021, Parks and Recreation and the
Commer ce Departnent have partnered
to create free vending
opportunities at Christmas Vill age
for small, early stage businesses.
Over the past four seasons, nore
than 60 | ocal vendors have been

able to participate, nmany of whom
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woul d not have ot herw se had access
to this kind of retail environnent.

The concessionaire
provi ded these booths to the city
at cost, reflecting a strong
ongoi ng commi tnent to supporting
Phi | adel phi a- based busi nesses,
especially those historically
underrepresented in the holiday
retail market.

In response to Parks and
Recreation's request to activate
the Wel conme Center building and
LOVE Par k, the concessionaire
partnered with CHOP to | aunch the
Festival of Trees in 2023 which
returned in 2024, transform ng what
m ght otherw se be a tenporarily
enpty space into a hub of holiday
magi c, while raising nore than
$100, 000 for pediatric care.

Accessibility is another
priority. The concessionaire has

wor ked diligently to address ADA
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I ssues, including vendor booth
accessibility and cord safety,
denonstrati ng a genui ne conm t nent
to inclusion. Sonething inportant
to note is that the city has no
obligation to support the
managenent and operation of
Christmas Village. The
concessi onai re assunes al
financial responsibility.

| respectfully ask your
support of Bill 250492. This
partnershi p ensures Chri stnas
Village remains a vibrant,

I nclusive celebration that reflects
the best of our city, supports our
smal | busi nesses and brings holiday
joy to residents and visitors
al i ke.

I"d like to thank
Counci | mrenber Jeffrey Young for his
support of this initiative and City
Council for its continued

| eadership in supporting
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Phi | adel phia's public spaces and
econom c equity. Thank you. And
I''mhere and | have support if you
have questions that | can't answer.
COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you. | do have two questions
that | received froma constituent
that called us. Nunber one, was
this process RFP'd out? How is
this person selected to be able to
manage or how do they get the
contract to be the person sel ected
to manage Christmas Vill age?
COW SSI ONER SLAWSON
This was initially put out as an
RFP -- and Katie, if -- it was
initially put out as an RFP. So
they went through the city's
process and they were chosen to be
the one that ran the Christnmas
Vil l age.
COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
And when was the RFP put out?
COW SSI ONER SLAWSON
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This is Katie Burns Kays, who is
t he Devel opnent Busi ness Manager
for Parks and Recreation. Thank
you.

(Wtness approached
wi t ness table.)

M5. BURNS KAYS: So the
original RFP was 2020 and 2021 with
sone pandem c-related ties to that.
And so, what this would be, would
be an extension for five years on
to that existing RFP agreenent.
And otherwi se, it would be up for
goi ng through the process right
Now.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
And how do they select who are the
smal | busi nesses that are
represented in the Christnas
Vill age?

M5. BURNS KAYS: So the
vendors go through a now
i ncreasi ngly conpetitive process.

And so, they are reviewed based off
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of what they are selling and the
goods and services for the
holistic -- that's the 107 vendors
that we cited here.

Separately, the Commerce
Depart nent partnership, we purchase
at cost three booths from Chri stnas
Village. And then the Conmerce
Departnment runs a grant application
programthat CDCs are able to apply
to and then are granted. And then
t he busi nesses, the snall-stage
busi nesses, are affiliated wth the
CDCs that wn that grant.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
And when sone of those businesses
fail to follow |I'mgoing to assune
protocols, what is the course of
action that is taken and who
creates those protocols of what has
to be followed? |I'mugetting to
this -- there's apparently sone
smal | busi nesses that participated

t hrough this Commerce grant, and
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t he person who operates the
Christmas Village was not very
respectful to themduring their
experience | ast year.

And so, the question is
they' re Phil adel phians. There's
busi nesses in Phil adel phia. They
live here. W' re bringing soneone
fromout of town to nanage this
space that then determ nes whet her
they can cone back or not. Wo
makes that determ nation?

MS. BURNS KAYS: So
they're part of the Commerce
program They'd be part -- kind of
don't go directly through the
Commer ce piece, but | would happily
share ny contact information with
themif they had a poor experience.
It's possible that it was a staff
menber or anot her representative of
the Christmas Village and the
timng pieces of that. But if they

were part of the Commerce program
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they woul d go through the CDC and
then the Commerce partnership for
this, and then we can direct them
for other interest in relation to
vendi ng at Christnmas Vill age.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Ckay. Thank you. 1'll have them
foll ow up

Are there other
questions from nenbers of the
comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
There bei ng none, would the Cerk
pl ease -- is there anyone el se here
to testify on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
There being none, will the Cerk
pl ease call the first witness to
testify on Bill No. 250434.

THE CLERK: We do have
one nore testinony for 250492 from

Thomas Bauer, the President of
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German Anerican Marketing. He's
unable to nmake it today so |'|
read his testinony for the record.

Good afternoon, Chair
Lozada, Vice-Chair Squilla and
menbers of the coomttee. M nane
I's Thomas Bauer and | amthe owner
and President of German Anerican
Marketing, Inc., a certified |ocal
busi ness entity based in
Phi | adel phi a.

| am proud to appear
before you today in support of Bill
No. 250492, which authorizes a 5
year and 38 day renewal of the
concessi on agreenent for Christnas
Village in Philadel phia at LOVE
Park. The five-year renewal gives
us the stability needed to continue
reinvesting in the event.

In our community, we
have consistently partnered with
the city and the Center City

District to enhance the holiday
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experi ence, addi ng anusenent rides
and charitable initiatives |like the
Festival of Trees in the LOVE Park
Wel cone Center, which benefits
CHOP.

W operate from
m d- Novenber through Decenber 24
open daily from12:00 to 8:00 p. m
In the past three years al one,
we' ve invested over $1 million in
upgraded vendor structures and
event infrastructure. |n 2025, we
plan to introduce a new and
“Christmas pyram d centerpiece" at
an addi tional investnent of
$200, 000. We al so cover all Park
repairs post-event on top of
i cense and sponsorship fees.

During the pandemc, we
remai ned open at the city's
request, adapting to the public
heal th protocols despite
significant financial |osses,

underscoring our dedication to the

Page 44

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Public Property and Public Wrks
05/ 19/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

city and its residents. W are
proud to offer accessible business
opportunities, seasonal jobs and
the bel oved cultural experience in
the heart of Phil adel phi a.

Wth your support, we
wi Il continue building on this
success for years to conme. Thank
you for your tine and
consi deration. | welcone any
guesti ons.

There's no nore
testinonies for this bill, Madam
Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you. WII the Cerk now read
the name of the first witness to
testify on Bill No. 250434.

THE CLERK: Joseph
Brasky, Conm ssioner of Public
Property, will be testifying on
this bill today.

(Wtness approached

wi t ness table.)
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COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
Good afternoon, Chairperson Lozada
and menbers of the Conmmttee of
Public Property and Public Wrks.
My nane is Joe Brasky. |'mthe
Comm ssi oner of Public Property.
|'"mhere today to testify in
support of Bill No. 250434,
aut hori zi ng the Departnent of
Public Property, on behalf of the
Cty of Philadelphia, to enter into
a | ease agreenment for the use of
all or a portion of the city-owned
under ground area, comonly known as
Broad Street Subconcourse North
t hat nei ghbors the basenent for the
Muni ci pal Services Buil di ng, under
whi ch the operator will maintain
and operate the space to provide
services to the community of
unhoused persons, under certain
ternms and conditions.

I n January of 2018,
Public Property and Project HOME
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executed a | ease agreenent for a
new engagenent center in Suburban
Station called Hub of Hope,

desi gned to offer day-to-day basic
necessities to the city's nost

vul ner abl e.

The Hub of Hope services
i nclude laundry facilities, nedical
care assessnments and referral s,
counsel ing and ot her Departnent of
Behavi oral Health services, all
whil e nmai ntai ning the bigger role
of hel ping each individual find a
nore permanent |iving situation.

For the Hub of Hope
project, the city partnered with
Project HOVE and SEPTA. The two
organi zations invol ved over the
first seven years can proudly state
that the Hub of Hope has been a
success. Each year the Hub of Hope
receives nore than 30,000 visits,
serves nore than 20,000 neal s,

hel ps facilitate taking nore than
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6000 showers, and achi eves nore
t han 2000 | oads of |aundry washed.
Proj ect HOVE has been
operating under a year-to-year
| ease agreenent with the city in
2018. In order for Project HOVE to
recei ve financing for additiona
capital inprovenents, Project HOVE
has requested a new |l ong-term | ease
fromthe city so they can
(i naudi bl e) the cost of the course
of the base term [|If approved by
City Council, the new | ease
agreenent with Project HOMVE woul d
sinmply change froma year-to-year
| ease to a 10-year | ease agreenent.
The Departnent of Public
Property supports this measure.
And accordingly, | respectfully ask
that Gty Council approve Bill
250434. Thank you. [I'Il be happy
to answer any questions you nay
have.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

Page 48

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Public Property and Public Wrks
05/ 19/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Thank you for your testinony.

Are there any questions
on behal f of menbers of this
comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
There being none, is there anyone
in chanbers that is here to testify
on behalf of this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI L\WOVAN LOZADA:
Seeing none, will the derk please
call the first witness to testify
on Bill No. 250435.

THE CLERK: Joseph
Brasky, Conm ssioner of Public
Property, will be testifying on
this bill today.

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
Good afternoon, Chairperson Lozada
and nmenbers of the Comm ttee of
Public Property and Public Wrks.
My nane is Joe Brasky. |'mthe

Commi ssi oner of Public Property.
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|'"mhere today to testify in
support of Bill 250435, authorizing
t he Departnent of Public Property,
on behalf of Gty of Phil adel phi a,
to enter into a | ease agreenent
wi th Hol mesburg Fi shing Gane
Protective Association for use of
all or a portion of city property
bounded by Pennypack Creek, the
Del aware Ri ver, Pennypack Street,
State Road in Phil adel phi a,
Pennsyl vani a, under certain terns
and condi tions.

Hol mesburg Fish and Gane
Protective Association, Inc. has
been the city's tenant since 1985
and the facility has served as the
only outdoor shooting range open to
the public dating back to 1930. In
addition to serving the nenbers of
the shooting sports clubs and
general public, the indoor and
out door gun ranges al so serve the

police and correction officers of
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t he Phil adel phi a Police Depart nment
and the Phil adel phi a Departnent of
Prisons and Sheriff's Departnent.

Over the years, the gun
cl ub has funded and managed t he
construction of the structures
found on city-owned | and. Today,
recently the club is interested in
pur sui ng additional capital
I nprovenents on site but has run
into challenges with financing
these i nprovenents due to their
current | ease situation with the
city.

The cl ub has al ways
oper at ed under a year-to-year |ease
agreenent with the city. |In order
to receive the financing needed for
capital inprovenents, the club's
| ender has requested a new | ong-
term | ease so they can imortalize
the cost of course of the base term
as such.

Hol nesburg Fi sh and Gane
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Protective Association is seeking a
new | ease agreenent with the city.

I f approved by the Gty Council,
the | ease woul d change froma year-
to-year lease to a 10-year | ease.
That woul d include two five-year
renewal options.

The Departnent of Public
Property supports this neasure.

And accordingly, | respectfully ask
that the Gty Council approve Bill
250435. Thank you. | wll be
happy to answer any questions you
may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony.

Are there any questions
for this witness on behalf of the
comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  |'s
there anyone here who is here to
testify on behalf of this bill?

(No response.)

Page 52

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Public Property and Public Wrks
05/ 19/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There being none, wll the Cerk
pl ease call the first witness to
testify on Bill No. 250440.

THE CLERK: Joseph
Brasky, Conm ssioner of Public
Property, will be testifying on
this bill today.

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
Good afternoon, Chairperson Lozada,
menbers of the Commttee of Public
Property and Public Wrks. M nane
Is Joe Brasky. | amthe
Comm ssi oner of Public Property.
|'"mhere today to testify in
support of Bill No. 250440,
aut hori zi ng the Departnent of
Public Property, on behalf of the
Cty of Philadelphia, to enter into
a | ease agreenment with Sout heastern
Pennsyl vani a Transportati on
Aut hority for use by the city for a
portion of the prem ses |ocated at

1234 Market Street, Phil adel phi a,
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PA, 19107, under certain terns and
condi tions.

Since 2014, the City of
Phi | adel phia's O fice of Innovation
and Technol ogy has been | ocated on
the 15th and 18th floors of 1234
Mar ket, the building conmonly known
at SEPTA headquarters. OT has its
24/ 7 central data center |ocated on
the 18th floor of the building,
whi ch provides the city internet
network and cyber security services
utilized every day by city
enpl oyees in every departnment.

The building offers
uni que el ectrical power required by
the data center to host a broad
range of systens and applications
on multiple platforns. The
i nportance of O T central data
center, including the required
capital inprovenents that cane with
It, cannot be understated. Because

of this, SEPTA and the City should
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anticipate a long-termrel ationship
as landlord and tenant for many
years to cone.

Since OT is expected to
remain at this location for the
foreseeable future, O T and DPP
have remai ned i nfornmed regarding
t he anount of space available in
the building ever since AT took
occupancy. Until very recently,
1234 NMarket Street has al ways been
fully occupied, preventing OT from
even having the option to expand
its footprint in the building.
Luckily, not only has space in the
bui | di ng recently becone avail abl e,
but the space available is |ocated
on the 18th floor near the centra
data center

| f approved by City
Council, Bill 250440 woul d al | ow
DPP, on behalf of OT, to | ease an
addi ti onal 13,750 square feet of

of fi ce space and give O T an
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excl usive use of the entire 18th
floor long term The Departnent of
Public Property supports this
measure. And accordingly, |
respectfully ask that Gty Counci
approve Bill 250440. Thank you.
"Il be happy to answer any

guesti ons you may have.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony.

Are there any questions
on behalf of this commttee for
this wtness?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Is
there anyone in chanbers that is
here to testify on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There being none, wll the Cerk
pl ease call the first witness to
testify on Bill No. 250441.

THE CLERK: Joseph

Brasky, Conm ssioner of Public
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Property, wll be testifying on
this bill today.

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
That's 441, correct?

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Yes, 441.

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
Good afternoon, Chairperson Lozada
and nmenbers of the Comm ttee of
Public Property and Public Works.
My nane is Joe Brasky. | amthe
Conmm ssi oner of Public Property.
I'"'mhere today to testify in
support of Bill No. 250441,
aut hori zi ng the Departnent of
Public Property, on behalf of the
City of Philadel phia, to enter into
a | ease agreenent the New Mar ket
Headhouse Conservancy for use of
all the portion of city-owned
prem ses, conmmonly known as
Headhouse and Shanbl es and
Headhouse Square, |ocated al ong

Second Street between Pine and
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Lonbard streets in Phil adel phi a,
Pennsyl vania for the public
benefit, under certain ternms and
condi ti ons.

Built in 1745, the
Headhouse and Shanbl es on Second
Street becane a very popular 18th
century open nmarket area within
with the heart of a marketpl ace
bei ng | ocated two bl ocks between
Pine Street and South Street. The
t wo- bl ock hi storical designation
remai ns one of our nation's ol dest
yet still active farnmer's market.

Today if you were to
wal k down Second Street this
Saturday, you would still find the
popul ar food market. You may find
ot her interesting events,
gat herings, festivals happening
t hroughout the sunmer in Headhouse
Square. 280 years after being
built, the Headhouse Shanbles is

not just an area of | ocal

Page 58

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Public Property and Public Wrks
05/ 19/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

hi storical significance, but has
becone a staple of Phil adel phi a.

Because of this, the
proper care and proactive
mai nt enance of the property should
remain a high priority to the city
and the stakehol ders interested in
continuing the remarkabl e | ongevity
of Headhouse Shanbles. Two years
ago, Public Property and the
Conservancy engaged John M1l er
Architects seeking a ful
condi ti oned assessnent specifically
for the Headhouse Shanbl es portion
of the Headhouse Square.

The assessnment was
conpleted in 2024 and the report
has been thoroughly reviewed by
both city and the Conservancy.
Havi ng a nmuch better understandi ng
of inprovenments the project wll
require, the city and the
Conservancy agreed to a principle

to forma partnership geared toward
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a full renediation of the Headhouse
and Shanbles with the goal of
significantly extending the life
expectancy of the property.

In this arrangenent, the
city would fund the capital
i nprovenents and the Conservancy
woul d oversee the work. Both
parties share the same expectations
and understand the inportance of
remedi ati ng the current conditions
of substantially conpletion, as
specifically defined by MIler
report. This neans the proper and
full restoration of the Headhouse
Shanbl es property.

Upon full restoration of
t he property, the Conservancy woul d
transition to being the city's
|l ong-termtenant wth the Headhouse
and Shanbles as its prem se. The
Conservancy woul d be tasked with
proactively providing specialized

mai nt enancing in the property over
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the termas well as additiona
responsibilities, including
managi ng the various private and
public events, weddi ng venue
rentals and other hospitality
servi ces that Headhouse and
Shanbl es continues to offer.

The Departnent of Public
Property supports this neasure.
And accordingly, | respectfully ask
that Gty Council approves Bill No.
250441. Thank you. |'d be happy
to answer any questions you nay
have.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

And t hank you,
Conmm ssi oner Brasky. | also want
to thank Patrick Livingston for his

hard work to get this | ease. And
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just a quick question, because
| ooking at the resolution -- |
nmean, the ordi nance, the | ease goes
fromPine to Lonbard, the section
of the Headhouse, correct?

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
Yes. There was anot her part that
was in question that we were
| ooki ng into.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Right, but this is --

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
Yes, the Headhouse and all the way
down.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: It
doesn't go to South?

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
No, not Sout h.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Lonbard Street?

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
Yep.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
kay. Thank you. That's all |
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have.

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:  No
problem Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you for your help.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Are there questions from nenbers of
this commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
There being none, is there anyone
el se in chanbers that is here to
testify on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
There being none, will the Cerk
pl ease read the title or the nane
of the witness that is here to
testify on Bill No. 250483.

THE CLERK: Joseph
Brasky, Conm ssioner of Public
Property, will be testifying on
this bill today.

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
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You said 483 or is that -- yes,
that's what | thought.

THE CLERK: 483.

(Wtness approached
wi t ness table.)

M5. CLARK STEWART: Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Lozada and
menbers of the Comm ttee of the
Public Property and Public Works.
My name is Sarah O ark Stewart and
I"'mthe Trails and Transportation
Manager for the Departnent of
Streets. And | amtestifying in
support of Bill No. 250483,

i ntroduced by Counci | menber
Kat herine G |l nore Richardson for
Presi dent Johnson.

Bill No. 250483 all ows
the Gty of Philadelphia to receive
parcels fromthe Phil adel phia
Redevel opment Authority, the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank and
Phi | adel phi a Housi ng and

Devel opnent Cor poration for
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pur poses of buil ding the Cobbs
Creek Trail Extension in the
East wi ck nei ghbor hood.

The bill provides
aut hori zation for two purposes: To
clear up title of the G botti
Recreation Center. PRA s
currently the record owner, but it
is an active recreation site, and
to acquire property needed for a
trail project. Upon conpletion of
construction of the Cobbs Creek
Trail Extension, these parcels wl|
be operated and mai ntai ned by the
Phi | adel phia Streets Departnent and
t he Departnent of Public of Parks
and Recreation.

The Departnent of
Streets supports Bill No. 250483
and this concludes ny testinony.
I''m happy to respond to any
questions. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:

Thank you for your testinony.
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Are there any questions
from nmenbers of the commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There being none, is there anyone
in chanbers that is here to testify
on this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for being with us this
af t er noon.

Wuld the Cerk please
call the first witness to testify
on Bill No. 250484.

THE CLERK: Joseph
Brasky, Conm ssioner of Public
Property, will be testifying on the
last bill for today.

COW SSI ONER BRASKY:
Good afternoon, Chairperson Lozada
and nenbers of Conmttee on Public
Property and Public Wrks. M nane
is Joe Brasky. [|I'mthe

Commi ssi oner of Public Property.
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|'"mhere today to testify on Bil
No. 250484, authorizing the
Departnment of Public Property, on
behal f of the Gty of Philadel phia,
to acquire fee sinple title and
real estate interest in all the
portion of the property known as
1822- 1830 West Cayuga Street, al
under certain terns and conditions.

Phi | adel phi a Wat er
Departnment and Public Property have
been wor ki ng together since 2012 to
i dentify surplus vacant |ots that
coul d be pernmanently used as green
stormnvater infrastructure sites to
neet the stormwater nandates
provi ded by the Conmonweal th's
Depart nent of Environnental
Protection.

PWD has been expl oring
1800 bl ock of West Cayuga Street
| ocat ed adj acent to N cetown Park
and as a potential |ocation for

st or mmvat er nmanagenent systemt hat
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could be installed within the next
two years. Public Property already
owns a portion of the needed
parcels | oaded at 1800 to 1860 West
Cayuga Street.

However, the renmining
parcels | ocated 1822-1830 West
Cayuga Street were conveyed by
Public Property to the Phil adel phia
Redevel opnment Authority back in
1967. If Bill No. 250484 is
aut hori zed by Cty Council, PRAis
ready to convey the 1822-1830
parcels back to Public Property for
a nom nal purchase price for $1

PWD has agreed to nanage
and mai ntain the site upon
conveyance as well as oversee the
installation of the new stormater
i nfrastructure system
Additionally, PWD has agreed to
work with the Council menber's
of fice, N cetown, CDC and Parks and

Recreation, as these parcels being
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back in city inventory could create
new opportunities for N cetown Park
and the community in the near
future.

The Departnment of Public
Property supports this neasure.

And accordingly, | respectfully ask
that Gty Council approve Bill
250484. Thank you. |1'd be happy
to answer any questions you nay
have.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony.

Are there any questions
from nmenbers of the commttee for
this wtness?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
There being none, is there anyone
in chanbers that is here to testify
on behalf of this bill?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:

There being none, wll the Cerk
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pl ease call any other w tnesses on
any of the bills on today's agenda?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Heari ng none, we'll now transition
to public comment. WII the derk
pl ease call any nenber of the
public present to comment on any of
the bills heard today.

THE CLERK: The first
person to provide public comrent
will be Blane Stoddart.

(Wtness approached
W t ness table.)

MR, STODDART: Good
aft ernoon, Madam Chair and ot her
menbers of the conmmttee. M nane
Is Blane Stoddart. | run a conpany
cal |l ed BFW Construction Project
Managenent and we are the owner's
representatives for the Frankford
CDC on the project for Bill No.
250486.

The bill authorizes the
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Conmm ssi oner of Health and the
Conmm ssi oner of Public Property to
enter into an agreenent with PAID
PI DC, for the devel opnent of a

m xed- use condo which will house
the City Health Center at Bridge
and Pratt.

What was not said was
that this authorization allows us
to build an amazi ng m xed-use
conplex as a TOD, a transportation-
oriented developnent. We will have
not only the health center, we wll
have 132 units of affordable
housing, which is in line with the
city's goals. W'Il also have a
supermarket in a health desert and
a food desert in Frankford.

As you know, a |lot has
been going on in Frankford and
nei ghbori ng Kensington and there's
a lot of needs up there for the
peopl e of those communities. | was

tal king at the Frankford breakfast,
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Madam Chair and Counci | menbers, and
what | said was | live in a nice
nei ghbor hood and if | cone out of
my house, in every directionis a
health care center or an urgent
care center. But if you live in
Frankford, where do you go?

And so, this $85 mllion
project -- I'mgetting excited --
will create over 150, probably 200
construction jobs, Council man
Squilla, and 100 pernmanent jobs in
a poor nei ghborhood. This is the
ki nd of econom c devel opnent t hat
this city needs. This devel opnent,
whi ch is being put on by Frankford
CDC and Mosaic, is one of the
| ar gest econom c devel opnent
projects put on by a CDC and a
private conpany in the city of
Phi | adel phia right now. Oher than
PHA, Phi |l adel phi a Housi ng
Aut hority, nothing is this

i mpactful in any district.
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And so, | know one of ny
Counci |l persons is a planner, a city
pl anner. This is what we need,
where people in terns of
sustainability, you can take public
transportati on and on your way
home, you can get your shots, your
COVI D shots, and buy some food al
in the sanme pl ace.

| urge this commttee,
and |'ve worked with every one of
you probably except Council man
Driscoll, | urge you to not only
support this neasure, but there are
ot her enabling nmeasures that we
wi |l probably conme back to this
commttee and to Gty Council to
nove this nost significant project
in the Lower Northeast. Thank you
very much. Do you have any
questions for ne?

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

Are there any questions from

menbers of this commttee?
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(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
There bei ng none, thank you so nuch
for being wwth us this afternoon.

Are there other nenbers
of the public that are here to
testify on any of the bills here
t oday?

THE CLERK: Yes. Ellie
Devyatkin. [I'mso sorry if | said
your name wrong. She's next to
testify today.

(Wtness approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:

Wel cone. Thank you for being with
us today. Please state your nane
for the record and begin with your
testi nony.

MS. DEVYATKIN:  Thank
you. My nane is Ellie Devyatkin.
Blane is a tough act to follow, but
"Il try. Good afternoon,

Comm ttee Chair Lozada and Menbers
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Gauthier, Harrity, Driscoll and
Vice-Chair Squilla. Thank you for
allowing ne to be here today to
speak in support of Bill No.
250486, which as you know is an
ordi nance to allow for the
Phi | adel phi a Departnent of Public
Health to enter into an agreenent
for the devel opnent of a new City
Health Center as part of a |arger
transit-oriented devel opnent in
Frankf or d.

The new City Health
Center facility nentioned is a
maj or conponent of the Frankford
TOD devel opnent, which in addition
to a new 40,000 square foot health
center, wll include a 20,000
square foot supermarket and 132
units of affordable housing. This
project's roots date back to 2015
when t he Frankford CDC was i nforned
by the Holiday Thriftway Market at

Frankford and Pratt woul d be
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cl osi ng.

After it closed in 2016,
t he Frankford nei ghborhood was | eft
wi t hout a supermar ket and has been
a food desert since then. Over the
next few years, Frankford CDC
worked diligently to gain site
control of the vacant supermarket
buil ding. Additionally, during
COVI D the adjacent Wells Fargo
branch cl osed and never reopened.
And Frankford CDC was al so able to
get that property donated. W' ve
been able to conbi ne those parcels.

It was around this tine
that we discovered that the
Phi | adel phi a Department of Public
Heal th was exploring options to
build a new health center to
I ncrease access and decrease wait
tinmes, particularly for clients in
Nor t heast and Lower Nort heast
Phi | adel phia. Wrking with the
Managi ng Director's O fice, Public
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Property and the Heal th Depart nent,
our devel opnent teamwas able to
make a 40,000 square foot health
center part of the project.

As |"msure you' re well
aware, average wait tinmes for
schedul i ng appointnents at city
health centers are unacceptably
| ong, particularly at Health Center
10 on Cottman Avenue, where wait
times are over one year for new
adult visits and over six nonths
for new pediatric visits.

Addi tionally, based on
the 2019 Phi | adel phi a Departnent of
Publ i ¢ Heal th ranki ngs of 46
nei ghbor hoods, Frankford ranked
42nd in health outconmes and 43rd in
health factors. Access to
af fordabl e healthcare is critical
and not just in Frankford. That is
why the city's Phil adel phia 2035
Pl an, the area around Frankford

Transportation Center, has been
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identified as an ideal |ocation for
a new health care facility due to
the area's connectivity to nass
transit.

Frankford Transit
Center, comonly still called
Bridge & Pratt or sinply the
Term nal in the neighborhood, is
one of the busiest transit centers
i n Philadel phia. Before COVID, it
was serving an average of 41, 000
custoners daily. Since COVID,
based on SEPTA's recovery rate of
75% it's serving over 30,000
custoners daily.

FTC is served by the
Mar ket - Frankford Line and 17 bus or
trackless trolley routes, naking
the site easy to access via public
transit whether they're comng from
poi nts north, west or south. The
new City Health Center at this
| ocation neets both the needs of

t he Departnent of Public Health and
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t he needs of Frankford, the Lower
Nort heast and beyond.

The ordi nance woul d
authorize up to $21 mllion to be
used toward the construction of
this new Health Center. And while
that m ght sound like a lot, and in
sonme ways it is, that funding is
| everagi ng nunerous ot her funding
sources for the project as a whole
and is likely considerably |ess
than it would cost as a standal one
endeavor .

Thi s project has been
funded so far by a conbination of
city, state and federal grants as
well as tax credits and
phil anthropic funds totaling over
$8.5 mllion. Inportantly, this
project will be funded by over $30
mllion in federal tax credits
bet ween New Markets Tax Credits and
Low | nconme Housi ng Tax Credits.

Ther e have been hurdl es
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to overcone, but the project is now
at the point of going out to bid
and applying for building permts.
At this point, every fundi ng source
needs to be accounted for or all
the partners, including the
Phi | adel phi a Departnent of Public
Heal th, risk the opportunity to
| everage mllions of additional
dollars towards this project.
Al nost nore inportantly though, is
the inpact that this project wll
have and the new City Health Center
Is a key conponent of that. W're
tal ki ng af fordabl e housi ng, real
af f ordabl e housing, with sone units
reserved for househol ds at or under
20% of the Area Medi an | ncone.
We're talking fresh food
in a food desert. W're talking
affordable, quality healthcare in a
primary care desert and all of that
right across fromone of the

busi est transit centers in the
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city. And that's not all. Jobs,
over 100 construction jobs, 25

per manent supermarket jobs, 50

per manent health center jobs. Not
to nention we're returning a | arge,
vacant, blighted parcel to active
productive use that will directly
serve not only the Frankford

nei ghbor hood but nei ghbori ng
communities as well, and indirectly
wi |l benefit the surrounding

busi nesses with increased foot
traffic, boosting business and

I nprovi ng safety.

This project, affordable
housi ng, a supermarket and a health
center will be a major economc
driver on a commercial corridor
t hat has been struggling for
decades. You're investing in the
heal t h and future of Phil adel phi a.
$21 mllion toward a new health
center isn't just $21 mllion

toward a new health center. It's
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the health of your neighbors, your
constituents, Phil adel phia's youth.
It's jobs, it's real, affordable
housing and it's proving that you
care about all Phil adel phia
nei ghbor hoods. Bill No. 250486 is
a step toward this future. Thank
you again, and if you have any
guesti ons.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony. And
| just want to nmake sure that |
note for the record how grateful
am for the Frankford CDC and the
team the Mdsaic team and everyone
i nvolved in ensuring that both of
these projects actually nove ahead.

| know that we had sone
chal l enging tines, right, getting
to this point, but | have to say
that the work and the conm tnent of
the Frankford CDC, a very small CDC
with very few enpl oyees, have taken

on this challenge and have really
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nmade it a point to ensure that
comunity residents have been a
part of the conversation since the
very begi nni ng.

And |'mexcited to see
how a project like this one in
col l aboration with the Friends
Hospital Canpus Health Center will
transformthis nei ghborhood and
wi |l bring the nuch-needed
resources into the 19124 zip code,
right; a zip code |ike you
nmenti oned where there is a housing
crisis, there is a food desert, all
of our pharnaci es have gone away,
right.

And so, having a patient
be able to make an appoi nt nent
within a reasonable period of tine
nmeans that that person will be able
to be healthier, live | onger and be
able to get their nedication
i mredi ately after seeing their

primary doctor or their specialty

Page 83

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Public Property and Public Wrks
05/ 19/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

physi ci an.

And so, | just want to
say that I'mgrateful for the work
of Scattergood The Health
Departnent, the Frankford CDC,
Mosai c and all of the teamfor al
of the work that you all have done
to get us to this point. Thank you
so nuch.

Are there questions from
menbers of this commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you so nuch for being with us
t oday.

WIl the Cerk please
call the next witness to testify.

THE CLERK: Marie
Sour beer is next to testify.

(Wtness approached
wi tness table.)

M5. SOURBEER: CGood
af ternoon, Council menbers. Thank

you for allow ng ne the opportunity
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to speak. M nane is Maria
Sourbeer. | amthe Executive Vice-
Presi dent of Msaic Devel opnent
Partners, and we are partnered with
Frankford CDC on the devel opnent of
5113 Frankford Avenue.

| am here to express ny
strong support of Bill No. 250486,
i ntroduced by Counci |l mnenber Lozada.
This bill represents a neani ngf ul
and forward-thinking investnent in
the health, stability and
revitalization of the Frankford
community. The authorization to
enter into this agreenent wll
facilitate the devel opnent of a new
m xed-incone project anchored by
the Gty of Philadel phia Health
Center paired with a grocery store
and 132 affordabl e residenti al
units.

In nmy opinion, this is a
smart use of public-private

partnershi p and one that produces a
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val uabl e addition to the Frankford
community. Qur communities deserve
heal th centers that are accessible
i ke the one adjacent to the
Frankford station, nodern and
integrated into the nei ghborhoods
t hey serve.

This project will create
a 40,000 square foot space where
famlies can access preventative
care, where chronic conditions can
be managed with easy public transit
access. Locating the health center
within a m xed-use devel opnent
supports wal kability, vibrancy and
econom ¢ inpact for a corridor that
has | ong needed this kind of
intentional investnent. And the
Cty of Phil adel phia's Phil adel phia
2035 Plan identifies this |ocation
as the ideal spot for a new health
facility.

This project is a prine

exanpl e of how Phil adel phia can
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| everage city, state and federal
dollars in strategi c and i npactful
ways. Coll aborating with PIDC,
utilizing a long-termlease and
allowing for alternative ownership
structures denonstrates responsible
stewardshi p of public resources,
whil e positioning the city to
retain | ong-termval ue and control.
The passage of this bil
will unlock a $30 mllion
al l ocati on of New Market Tax
Credits, which is critica
financing that will help bring this
heal th center and m xed-use
facility to life. The financial
structure of this project reflects
the city's foresight, creativity
and proactive ability to work with
the private sector to create
conpl ex deal s done, to get conpl ex
deal s done as well as their ability
to support the nulti-I|ayered

resources needed to neet real
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comunity needs and get this
project to the finish line.

Today this bill gives us
a chance to deliver on the
principles of access and equity. |
respectfully urge the Council to
advance Bill 250486 so we can nove
this critical project forward for
the health and wel | - bei ng of
residents in Frankford and across
the city. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony.

Are there any questions
frommenbers of this conmttee for
this wtness?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you for being wth us.

Are there any additional
Wi t nesses for public coment on
these bills for today?

THE CLERK: Yes.

Jenni fer Powell Folks is here, our
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last witness to testify on this
bill today.

(Wtness approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for being with us.

Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and begin with your
testi nony.

M5. PONELL FOLKS: |
feel like I'min the big boys
chair. Oay. Al right. Good
af ternoon, esteened honors of
Council. | wsh to give you a good
afternoon to the Gty
Counci | menbers of the Committee of
Public Property and Public Works.
My nanme is Jennifer Powell Folks
and | ama long-tine resident of
the Frankford comunity.

| ama parent, a wfe,
and the founder of the Frankford
Coal ition of Nei ghbors who sponsors

t he annual MK Vol unt eer Breakf ast
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in that community as well as a
menber of the Division of Housing
and Conmunity Devel opnent's
recogni zed Frankford nei ghbor hood
Advi sory Commttee. | amalso a
menber and an officer of the
hi storic Canpbell A ME. Church,
t he second oldest AAME. church in
the congregation internationally,
dati ng back to 1812, yes, 200-plus
years old. It's ny congregation
and its cenetery.

| amhere to testify in
support of Bill 250486, which
addresses an opportunity to create
a City Health Center at the site
that fornerly housed the Frankford
Thriftway at Frankford Avenue and
Pratt Street. The Frankford
communi ty has been one in
transition for over 30 years and as
|l ong as | have been a resident.

In nmy multiple roles as

a commtted community stakehol der,
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this transition has exposed a
dearth of affordable health care
options for residents.

Phi | adel phia city health centers
play an inportant role in servicing
our very low, |ow and noderate

i ncone as well as uninsured and
underinsured famlies in

Phi | adel phi a who have healt h-

rel ated service insecurities, which
have resulted in vast healthcare

di sparities.

These residents
generally are unable to afford
primary physician assi stance and
only seek help when they are in
crisis, queuing at a hospital's
emergency room These centers
provide care on a sliding scale.
This all ows underserved patients
access to services they may not
have i nmedi ate access to.

These services include

primary dental care, behavi oral
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heal th and a vast nunber of other
heal t h-rel ated opportunities. As a
former VP for a honel ess health and
human service organi zation for 10
years, | have seen what happens
when individual s do not receive
appropriate health care.

| have wat ched ny
bel oved church nenbers struggle
with the choice of having to pay
for health care or food. It is bad
that our comunity is abandoned by
a food desert, but it is
unconsci onabl e that our residents
are experiencing i nhumane heal th
di sparities. Providing a health
center in our comunity would
si ngl e- handedl y provi de increased
preventative care, vaccinations,
early detection di seases and
nmonunental Iy i nproving the overal
health of the community and
i nproving every single health

indicator. Finally, supporting
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Cty of Philadel phia health centers
strengthens the comunity health
systemas a whole, allow ng for
better coordination of services and
resour ces.

And in conclusion, |
inplore you to elimnate this
growi ng health care desert from ny
nost vul ner abl e nei ghbors and
friends. And with that, | take
great pride in supporting Bil
250486.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony.

Thank you for being with us this
aft er noon.

Are there questions from
menbers of the commttee?

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

|'"ve just been sitting

here listening and just wanted to
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say this sounds |ike a wonderful
and transformative project and what
a great idea to use the health
center as an anchor. So | just
wanted to congratul ate you, Madam
Chair, and the Adm nistration and
the community for bringing this all
together. It sounds fantastic.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you so nuch. Thank you for
being with us this afternoon.

WIl the derk please
call the nanme of the next w tness
here today to give public comrent.

THE CLERK: There are no
nore speakers on the public comment
list today, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
This concludes this hearing and we
will go into the public neeting.

W will now convene the public
nmeeting to consider the actions to
be taken on the bills before this

comm ttee today.
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WIl the derk please
call the roll for attendance.
Menbers, please acknow edge your
presence when your nane is call ed.

THE CLERK: Chair

Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Present .

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Squi l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

Present.
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THE CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Young.

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you. | will note for the
record that a quorumof this
conmmttee is present. | note for
the record that Bill No. 250483 is
bei ng held at the request of the
sponsor.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Squilla for a notion
on Bill No. 250426, 250485, 250486,
250433, 250492, 250434, 240435,
250440, 240441 and 250484,

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, Madam Chair. | nove
that Bills Nos. 250426, 250485,
250486, 250433, 250492, 250434,
240435, 250440, 240441 and 250484
be reported fromthis conmttee
with a favorable recommendati on and
further nove the rules of Counci

be suspended as t permt the first
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readi ng of these bills at our next
sessi on of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LCQZADA: It
has been noved and properly
seconded that Bill No. 250426,
250485, 250486, 250433, 250492,
250434, 240435, 250440, 240441,
250484 be reported fromthis
conmmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading
of these bills at the next session
of Council .

Al'l those in favor w ||
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
The ayes have it. The notion

carri es.
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There being no further
questions from nmenbers of this
conm ttee, this concludes the
busi ness before the Conmttee on
Public Property and Public Wrks
for today. Thank you all very nuch
for your attendance and for being
with us.

(Conmittee on Public
Property and Public Wrks concl uded
at 3:35 p.m)
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