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         1                   P R O C E E D I N G S

         2                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Good morning,

         3    everyone.  I note that the hour has come and a that

         4    a quorum of this Council is present.  The Council

         5    will come to order.  Members will take their seats,

         6    and visitors will retire to the seats outside the

         7    rails.

         8                To give our invocation this morning, the

         9    Chair welcomes the Reverend Dr. Alyne E. Waller,

        10    Pastor of the Enon Tabernacle Baptist Church.  He is

        11    here today as the guest of Councilwoman Miller.  All

        12    members and guests will please rise.

        13                REV. WALLER:  Let us bow our heads.

        14    Eternal God, our Father, we thank you for the

        15    opportunity to gather in these hallowed halls of

        16    justice and deliberation.  Lord, we thank you for a

        17    civil government that we can with integrity embrace

        18    believing, God, that you work through this

        19    government and can bring about justice and

        20    righteousness.

        21                Right now, God, I pray for those who sit

        22    in seats of distinction, for I recognize that these

        23    seats have not allowed them to escape the normal

        24    vigors and vicissitudes of life.  So even now I pray

        25    for them and their families.  I pray for their
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         2    children.  I pray for their personal concerns that

         3    you will manifest yourself in their lives in a way

         4    that would ease their minds that as they do business

         5    for this City, they would not be bogged down with

         6    the parochial and personal concerns of their lives

         7    but can see their way clear to making judgments and

         8    decisions that will be best for all concerned.

         9                Then, Lord, as always, I pray for those

        10    who may be in this room right now that think I'm

        11    talking to myself.  They have not met you nor do

        12    they know nor do they believe that you exist.  God,

        13    I know that you're able to manifest yourself in a

        14    way that someone would come to know you in the

        15    pardon of there sins.

        16                Then now, God, I pray that the business

        17    transacted here today would not be for personal or

        18    political gain, but would be for the benefit of all.

        19    Lord, bless the children, bless the teachers, bless

        20    every labor worker and every manager.  Lord, allow

        21    justice to roll down that we would be proud, that we

        22    would be able to uplift what happened in this place

        23    this day.

        24                Now, God, until I talk to you later, I

        25    pray this prayer in the only name that I know that
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         2    will seal it with power, protection, and promise,

         3    the name of Jesus, and for his sake I do pray.  Let

         4    us all say, Amen.

         5                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

         6    thanks Dr. Waller for his very inspiring invocation.

         7                Council will be at ease.

         8                (Council at ease.)

         9                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The next order

        10    of business is the approval of the Journal of the

        11    meeting of Thursday, October 19, 2000.

        12                The Chair recognizes Councilwoman

        13    Blackwell.

        14                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

        15    Madam President.  I move that the Journal of

        16    Thursday, October 19, 2000, stand approved.

        17                (Duly seconded.)

        18                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

        19    moved and properly seconded that the Journal of the

        20    meeting of Thursday October 19, 2000, stand

        21    approved.

        22                All in favor will signal by saying aye.

        23                (Aye.)

        24                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed,

        25    nay.



                                                                 5
         1                     LEAVES OF ABSENCE

         2                (No response.)

         3                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The motion

         4    carries and the Journal of Thursday October 19, 2000

         5    stands approved.

         6                The next order of business is requests

         7    for leaves of absence.

         8                The Chair recognizes Councilwoman

         9    Blackwell.

        10                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

        11    Madam President.  There are no requests for leaves

        12    of absence this morning on the part of the majority.

        13                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        14    thanks the Councilwoman.

        15                The Chair recognizes Councilman

        16    Longstreth.

        17                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  There are no

        18    requests for leaves of absence on the part of the

        19    minority.

        20                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

        21                The Chair will dispense with the regular

        22    order of business to recognize the guests and

        23    visitors joining us in Chambers this morning.  On

        24    behalf of all members of City Council.  I welcome

        25    you to our Council session.  We appreciate your
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         2    taking the time to join us as we attend to the

         3    legislative affairs of our City.  We certainly

         4    invite you to come again.

         5                The Chair recognizes Councilman Rizzo

         6    who will make a presentation honoring Dan Baker.

         7                Will Mr. Baker and those accompanying

         8    him please join the Councilman at the podium?

         9                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Good morning,

        10    everyone.  A name that we all know in City Council

        11    is a gentleman by the name of Dan Baker who just

        12    recently retired 30 years in PGW.  Whenever we had a

        13    constituent call us, the first name that popped into

        14    our minds was Dan Baker at PGW, and for all the hard

        15    work the City Council of Philadelphia, Dan,

        16    unanimously have signed on to this resolution which

        17    I'd like to read today to recognize you for your

        18    hard work.

        19                Honoring and commending Dan Baker upon

        20    his retirement after 30 years of dedication at the

        21    Philadelphia Gas Works.

        22                Whereas, Dan Baker, a native of

        23    Philadelphia, began his service at a Philadelphia

        24    Gas Works directly out of high school when he worked

        25    in customer accounting department as junior accounts
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         2    clerk; and

         3                Whereas, Dan Baker's illustrious career

         4    at PGW saw him serve various departments and hold

         5    numerous postings, including telephone operator,

         6    district office worker, meter shop, compliance

         7    officer, customer reviews, supervisor in customer

         8    accounting, administrative supervisor with billing

         9    service, management with customer review.

        10                You had a lot of jobs at PGW.

        11                Whereas, Dan Baker's dedicated service

        12    has spanned the reign of 14 presidents and his

        13    leadership, knowledge, and talent has assisted both

        14    PGW and its customers throughout the evolution of

        15    the company.

        16                And personally, my office has used your

        17    services and everyone out here.

        18                Whereas, Dan Baker has always been

        19    accessible to customers and other City workers,

        20    particularly in City Council, and always provided

        21    his assistance wherever possible; and

        22                Whereas, throughout his many years of

        23    service at PGW, Dan Baker has forged numerous

        24    friendships and has been a responsible worker,

        25    effective leader, an infinite source of information
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         2    and advice, and most of all, a friend whose talent

         3    will be greatly missed.

         4                Now, therefore, resolved by the Council

         5    of the City of Philadelphia that it hereby honors

         6    and commends Dan Baker upon his retirement after 30

         7    years of dedicated service at the Philadelphia Gas

         8    Works.

         9                Resolved further that an engrossed copy

        10    of this resolution is presented to Dan Baker as

        11    evidence of the sincere admiration and gratitude of

        12    this legislative body for the many years of

        13    dedicated service that he has provided to the

        14    customers of PGW.

        15                Thank you, Dan, and we certainly

        16    appreciate all your hard work.

        17                (Applause.)

        18                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Mr. Baker,

        19    congratulations and best wishes.  If you'd like, you

        20    can say a few remarks at this time.

        21                MR. BAKER:  Thank you.  I'd like to

        22    thank Councilman Rizzo and all the Council for this

        23    resolution.  In a service industry, helping others

        24    is a key to providing quality service.  This award

        25    helps me believe that I met the challenge.
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         2                I would also like to thank all the

         3    Council staff for their respect, courtesy, and

         4    corporation they've shown my staff and me whose

         5    constituents have asked us to intercede with.

         6                I also wish all of you the best success

         7    in serving the City of Philadelphia.  Thank you.

         8                (Applause.)

         9                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Council will

        10    be at ease.

        11                (Council at ease.)

        12                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        13    recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell who will make a

        14    presentation honoring the Fraternal Order of Police.

        15                Will Mr. Rich Costello and those

        16    accompanying him please join the Councilwoman at the

        17    podium?

        18                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

        19    Madam President.  This is a special pleasure for me

        20    this morning.  I'm sure my colleagues know of my

        21    love and concern for those people who are homeless

        22    and have no place to stay and how it extends into

        23    dealing with shelter and other areas for people in

        24    need.

        25                We contacted -- in fact, the FOP has
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         2    been really, really wonderful in so many years.  A

         3    few months we talked with them and my friend Bob

         4    Eddis told me that they would be willing to try to

         5    help children in shelter have the opportunity to

         6    attend a carnival.  They totally sponsored it.  They

         7    fed them.  When I said they had to be back a certain

         8    time or they wouldn't be able to get dinner, they

         9    said, "Don't worry about it, we'll feed them."  And

        10    you had mothers and children in shelter who were

        11    able to enjoy the benefit of a circus, an experience

        12    that they wouldn't otherwise have been able to do.

        13    And all of people behind me, not only sponsored it,

        14    but were certainly there and certainly did their

        15    part to help these people.  And, you know, it's

        16    something that you don't get paid for that.  You

        17    don't get paid as a police officer, you don't get

        18    paid and nobody tells you you have to work at a

        19    carnival or you have to work at a circus and you

        20    have to help homeless people.  And I really commend

        21    them for their activities.  I wanted to mention

        22    their names and then I'll read the resolution.  I

        23    don't usually say things when I read resolutions,

        24    but I had to take advantage of this opportunity

        25    because we want to thank, obviously, President
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         2    Richard Costello, Carmen Iacuzio, Joseph F. Iacuzio,

         3    Deborah Scott, Veronica M. Valentino, Roosevelt L.

         4    Poplar, my friend whom I love, Bob Eddis, James

         5    Wheeler, Robert Borden, and again, President

         6    Costello.

         7                Resolution honoring the Fraternal Order

         8    of Police.

         9                Whereas, the Fraternal Order of Police

        10    sponsors the Bentley Brothers Circus each year to

        11    provide quality entertainment for underprivileged

        12    children in Philadelphia; and

        13                Whereas, the circus consists of 20

        14    separate shows performed at the Northeast Armory and

        15    at Broad and Pattison; and

        16                Whereas, this year in an effort to

        17    increase the working relationship between the police

        18    and the community, the lodge provided each police

        19    district and unit throughout the City with access to

        20    tickets for the show; and

        21                Whereas, each night a bike was raffled

        22    off and the proceeds were given to St. Christopher's

        23    Hospital in a special initiative called "Kids

        24    Helping Kids"; and

        25                Whereas, over $5,000 children who
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         2    otherwise would not have had a chance to see a

         3    circus were entertained to a night of laughter and

         4    enjoyment, including children from local homeless

         5    shelters.

         6                Now, therefore, resolved by the Council

         7    of the City of Philadelphia that we hereby honor,

         8    commend, and express profound gratitude to Rich

         9    Costello and all of the members of Lodge No. 5 of

        10    the Fraternal Order of Police for their sponsorship

        11    of the Bentley Brothers Circus.

        12                Resolved that an engrossed copy of this

        13    resolution shall be presented to the FOP evidencing

        14    their sincere sentiments and high esteem of this

        15    legislative body.

        16                Certification, this is a true and

        17    correct copy of the original resolution adopted by

        18    the Council of the City of Philadelphia on the 12th

        19    day of October 2000.

        20                And it's certainly signed by our

        21    president and sponsored by each and every member of

        22    Council.  Thank you.  We love you.

        23                (Applause.)

        24                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        25    recognizes Mr. Costello for remarks.
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         2                MR. COSTELLO:  Thank you, Madam

         3    Chairwoman.  One of the aspects of my job that I

         4    find fascinating is occasions like this where I get

         5    to take the credit for work that was actually done

         6    by other people.  I think it's important that you

         7    meet the actual coordinator of this event, the

         8    person who actually put it together and did the work

         9    that we are all being applauded for.  I would like

        10    to introduce you to her for her to say a few words

        11    because it's more properly her day than mine, and

        12    that's Sergeant Veronica Seifer (ph).  Ronnie.

        13                MS. SEIFER:  Thank you.  Thank you,

        14    President Verna, and thank you, Councilwoman

        15    Blackwell, as well as all the Councilmembers.

        16                It's a project close to our heart, the

        17    homeless children.  And we are cops 24 hours a day,

        18    but we're also people and we know the plight of the

        19    homeless.  So we'd like to try to do this every year

        20    and we'd like to do it with your help.  Next year

        21    maybe it can be even more successful.  And thank you

        22    very much.

        23                (Applause.)

        24                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Council will

        25    be at ease.
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         2                (Council at ease.)

         3                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The next order

         4    of business is communications.  The Chair requests

         5    that the Sergeant-at-Arms deliver the messages from

         6    the Mayor to the Clerk.

         7                The Clerk will read messages from the

         8    Mayor.

         9                THE CLERK:  To the President and Members

        10    of the Council of the City of Philadelphia, I am

        11    pleased to advise you that signed the following

        12    bills that were passed by Council at its Session on

        13    October 2, 2000:  Bill No. 000064 and Bill No.

        14    000404.

        15                And I am transmitting for the

        16    consideration of your Honorable body, a draft of a

        17    resolution entitled, a resolution approving the

        18    redevelopment contract and disposition supplement of

        19    Redevelopment Authority of the City of Philadelphia

        20    for the redevelopment and urban renewal of a portion

        21    of the West Philadelphia Redevelopment Area.

        22                And a resolution approving the

        23    redevelopment contract and disposition supplement of

        24    the Redevelopment Authority of the City of

        25    Philadelphia for the redevelopment and urban renewal
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         2    of a portion of the Cecil B. Moore Urban Renewal

         3    Area.

         4                And a resolution approving the

         5    redevelopment contract and disposition supplement of

         6    the Redevelopment Authority of the City of

         7    Philadelphia for the redevelopment and urban renewal

         8    of a portion of the Model City's Urban Renewal Area.

         9                And a resolution approving the

        10    redevelopment contract of the Redevelopment

        11    Authority of the City of Philadelphia for the

        12    redevelopment and urban renewal of a portion of the

        13    Parkside National Register Historical District Urban

        14    Renewal Area.

        15                And an ordinance authorizing transfers

        16    in appropriation for Fiscal Year 2000 within the

        17    General Fund to certain and all City offices,

        18    departments, boards, and commissions.

        19                And an ordinance authorizing transfers

        20    in appropriations for Fiscal Year 2001 from the

        21    Grants Revenue Fund to certain and all City offices,

        22    departments, boards, and commissions.

        23                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The messages

        24    will be printed in the Journal.

        25                The Clerk will please read any other
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         2    communications in her possession.

         3                THE CLERK:  That's all I have, Madam

         4    President.

         5                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

         6                The next order is introduction of bills

         7    and resolutions.  And the Chair recognizes

         8    Councilwoman Blackwell for a motion.

         9                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

        10    Madam President.  I move that the rules of Council

        11    be suspended so as to permit immediate consideration

        12    of resolutions at their time of introduction.

        13                (Duly seconded.)

        14                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

        15    properly moved and seconded that the rules of

        16    Council be suspended so as to permit immediate

        17    consideration of resolutions at the time of

        18    introduction.

        19                All in favor of the motion will indicate

        20    by saying aye.

        21                (Aye.)

        22                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed,

        23    nay.

        24                (No response.)

        25                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have
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         2    it.  The motion is carried.

         3                The Chair recognizes Councilman Kenney.

         4                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Thank you, Madam

         5    President.  I offer one bill.

         6                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

         7    please read the title of the bill.

         8                THE CLERK:  An ordinance amending Title

         9    12 of the Philadelphia Code entitled, Traffic Code,

        10    to provide for the towing of vehicles illegally

        11    parked on sidewalks, all under certain terms and

        12    conditions.

        13                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

        14    be referred to the appropriate committee.

        15                The Chair recognizes Councilwoman

        16    Blackwell.

        17                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

        18    Madam President.  This morning I introduce one bill

        19    on your behalf, one resolution sponsored by your

        20    office, and three others.

        21                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

        22    please read the title of the first resolution.

        23                THE CLERK:  A resolution approving the

        24    redevelopment contract of the Redevelopment

        25    Authority of the City of Philadelphia for the
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         2    redevelopment and urban renewal of a portion of the

         3    Parkside National Register Historic District Urban

         4    Renewal Area.

         5                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA: The Chair

         6    recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell.

         7                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Madam

         8    President, I move for the adoption.

         9                (Duly seconded.)

        10                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

        11    moved and properly seconded that the resolution be

        12    adopted.

        13                All in favor will signify by saying aye.

        14                (Aye.)

        15                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed,

        16    nay.

        17                (No response.)

        18                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

        19    it.  The resolution has been adopted.

        20                The Clerk will please read the title of

        21    the second resolution.

        22                THE CLERK:  A resolution approving the

        23    redevelopment contract and disposition supplement of

        24    the Redevelopment Authority of the City of

        25    Philadelphia for the redevelopment and urban renewal



                                                                19
         1           INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

         2    of a portion of the West Philadelphia Redevelopment

         3    Area.

         4                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

         5    recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell.

         6                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Madam

         7    President, I move the adoption.

         8                (Duly seconded.)

         9                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

        10    moved and properly seconded that the resolution be

        11    adopted.

        12                All in favor will signify by saying aye.

        13                (Aye.)

        14                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed,

        15    nay.

        16                (No response.)

        17                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

        18    it.  The resolution has been adopted.

        19                The Clerk will please read the title of

        20    the third resolution introduced by Councilwoman

        21    Blackwell.

        22                THE CLERK:  A resolution designating

        23    December 21st as a Homeless Person's Memorial Day.

        24                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        25    recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell.
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         2                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Madam

         3    President, I move the adoption of the resolution.

         4                (Duly seconded.)

         5                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

         6    moved and properly seconded that the resolution be

         7    adopted.

         8                All in favor will signify by saying aye.

         9                (Aye.)

        10                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed,

        11    nay.

        12                (No response.)

        13                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

        14    it.  The resolution has been adopted.

        15                The Clerk will please read the last

        16    resolution.

        17                THE CLERK:  A resolution calling for a

        18    public hearing before the joint Committees of Public

        19    Safety and Public Health and Human Services to

        20    investigate the untimely death of Mr. Robert Brown,

        21    a paranoid schizophrenia patient of the City of

        22    Philadelphia Department of Public Health, Behavioral

        23    Health System.

        24                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

        25    resolution will be referred to the appropriate
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         2    committee.

         3                The Clerk will please read the title of

         4    the bill.

         5                THE CLERK:  An ordinance amending

         6    Chapter 10-800 of the Philadelphia Code entitled,

         7    "Safety," by prohibiting the inhalation of nitrous

         8    oxide for the non-medical purposes and by

         9    prohibiting the purchase, possession, sale, offering

        10    for sale, or other distribution of nitrous oxide for

        11    prohibitive purposes, all under certain bills and

        12    conditions.

        13                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

        14    resolution will be referred to the appropriate

        15    committee.

        16                The Chair recognizes Councilman Cohen.

        17                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Madam President, on

        18    behalf of 15 members of City Council, including 11

        19    chief co-sponsors, I offer this resolution which I

        20    would like to speak, Madam President.

        21                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

        22    please read the title of the resolution.

        23                THE CLERK:  A resolution calling on

        24    Temple University to recognize the Temple University

        25    Graduate Students Association, American Federation
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         2    of Teachers as a collective bargaining

         3    representative for its teaching assistants, graduate

         4    assistants and research assistants and to bargain in

         5    good faith with that union.

         6                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

         7    recognizes Councilman Cohen.

         8                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  I move the adoption

         9    of the resolution.

        10                (Duly seconded.)

        11                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  You want to

        12    speak on the resolution, sir?

        13                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Yes, I do.

        14                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Please do so.

        15                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Madam President,

        16    quietly in our universities there have been a group

        17    of employees that have never, until very, very

        18    recently, been recognized as eligible for collective

        19    bargaining rights.  They are probably the most

        20    exploited of all people who work for a living

        21    because they get very little pay but they teach for

        22    undergraduates frequently the majority of the

        23    classes.  They do all kinds of work:  They grade

        24    papers, they teach, they do laboratory work, and

        25    they get paid very minimal salaries.  Actually, in
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         2    addition to the graduate studies, they probably

         3    spend 7 days a week, 12 to 15 hours a day between

         4    their studies and their work.  But universities,

         5    despite the high rates of tuition that they charged,

         6    have always taken the position that these workers

         7    are just graduate students and that somehow the work

         8    that they do should not be counted as work.

         9                Very recently in Penn State of

        10    Pennsylvania, the State Labor Relation Board for the

        11    first time recognized that these graduate students

        12    who spend so much time teaching and doing other work

        13    for the university are entitled to join together in

        14    unions and bargain collectively.

        15                In this morning's Inquirer, there's a

        16    short scrib stated that the National Labor Relation

        17    Board for the first time recognized that students at

        18    New York University, graduate students at New York

        19    University who perform teaching cores also have the

        20    right to bargain collectively.

        21                Several students that are in the back

        22    here, a small selection of the 1100 who work and who

        23    for three years overwhelming majorities of them have

        24    sought collective bargaining rights, but Temple

        25    University has said no to them, fought them in the
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         2    Labor Board of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

         3    Now that they have a legal right to be recognized,

         4    they've shown that they have an overwhelming

         5    majority of members, Temple University has still

         6    refused to recognize them.  And this resolution

         7    seeks for them the same kind of rights that American

         8    workers enjoy naturally.

         9                So I'm very pleased to speak on behalf

        10    of this resolution which urges Temple University to

        11    deal with this union as it does with all other

        12    unions, that is, to bargain in good faith, to

        13    recognize them, and to arrive at a fair collective

        14    bargaining agreement.

        15                Thank you, Madam President.

        16                (Applause.)

        17                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

        18                It has been moved and properly seconded

        19    that the resolution be adopted.

        20                All in favor will signify by saying aye.

        21                (Aye.)

        22                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed?

        23                (No response.)

        24                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

        25    it and the motion is carried.
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         2                (Applause.)

         3                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

         4    recognizes Councilwoman Krajewski.

         5                COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Madam

         6    President, I have two bills and one resolution.

         7                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

         8    please read the title of the resolution.

         9                THE CLERK:  A resolution honoring the

        10    25th anniversary of the Mayfair Holmesburg

        11    Thanksgiving Parade and recognizing the hard work

        12    and dedication of the residence, businesses, and the

        13    Greater Kensington String Band who have assisted in

        14    making this event a tremendous success.

        15                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        16    recognizes Councilwoman Krajewski.

        17                COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Move the

        18    adoption of the resolution.

        19                (Duly seconded.)

        20                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

        21    moved and properly seconded that the resolution be

        22    adopted.

        23                All in favor will signify by saying aye.

        24                (Aye.)

        25                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed,
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         2    nay.

         3                (No response.)

         4                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

         5    it.  The resolution has been adopted.

         6                The Clerk will please read the title of

         7    the first bill.

         8                THE CLERK:  An ordinance authorizing

         9    transfers in appropriation for Fiscal Year 2000

        10    within the General Fund from certain and all City

        11    offices, departments, boards, and commission, to

        12    certain or all City offices, departments, boards,

        13    and commissions.

        14                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

        15    be referred to the appropriate committee.

        16                THE CLERK:  An ordinance authorizing

        17    transfers in appropriation for Fiscal Year 2001 from

        18    the Grants Revenue Fund, the Director of Finance

        19    provision for other grants to the General Fund

        20    certain or all City offices, departments, boards,

        21    and commission.

        22                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

        23    also be referred to the appropriate committee.

        24                The Chair recognizes Councilman Mariano.

        25                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Madam President,
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         2    two bills and one resolution.

         3                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

         4    please read the title of the resolution.

         5                THE CLERK:  A resolution authorizing the

         6    Commissioner of Public Property to execute and

         7    deliver to the Redevelopment Authority of the City

         8    of Philadelphia without consideration deeds located

         9    in the 7th, 18th, 19th and 37th Wards of the City of

        10    Philadelphia.

        11                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        12    recognizes Councilman Mariano.

        13                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Move for the

        14    adoption.

        15                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Do I hear a

        16    second?

        17                (Duly seconded.)

        18                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

        19    moved and properly seconded that the resolution be

        20    adopted.

        21                All in favor will indicate by saying

        22    aye.

        23                (Aye.)

        24                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed,

        25    nay.
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         2                (No response.)

         3                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

         4    it.  The resolution has been adopted.

         5                The Clerk will please read the title of

         6    the first bill.

         7                THE CLERK:  An ordinance amending

         8    Sub-code A of the Title 4 of the Philadelphia

         9    Administrative Code by providing that no certificate

        10    of occupancy shall be issued under the provisions of

        11    the Fire Code relating to stand pipes or a variance

        12    has been granted, all under certain terms and

        13    conditions.

        14                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The bill will

        15    be referred to the appropriate committee.

        16                THE CLERK:  And an ordinance amending

        17    Section 10-723.2 of the Philadelphia Code relating

        18    to prohibited conduct in connection with the

        19    distribute of commercial and non-commercial

        20    handbills by prohibiting the placement of such

        21    handbills on private property only if the owner has

        22    both notified the Department of License and

        23    Inspections the owner does not wish to handbills and

        24    has so posted the property, all under certain terms

        25    and conditions.



                                                                29
         1           INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

         2                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The bill will

         3    be referred to the appropriate committee.

         4                The Chair recognizes Councilwoman Tasco.

         5                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Madam President, I

         6    have no bills or resolutions today.

         7                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

         8    thanks the Councilwoman.

         9                The Chair recognizes Councilwoman

        10    Miller.

        11                COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Thank you, Madam

        12    President.  I offer one resolution.

        13                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

        14    please read the title of the resolution.

        15                THE CLERK:  A resolution joining the

        16    School District of Philadelphia in celebrating

        17    National Family Literacy Day commending them and

        18    other efforts geared toward bringing parents and

        19    children together within the learning environment.

        20                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        21    recognizes Councilwoman Miller.

        22                COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  I move for the

        23    adoption of the resolution.

        24                (Duly seconded.)

        25                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been
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         2    moved and properly seconded that the resolution be

         3    adopted.

         4                All in favor will signify by saying aye.

         5                (Aye.)

         6                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed,

         7    nay.

         8                (No response.)

         9                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

        10    it.  The resolution has been adopted.

        11                The Chair recognizes Councilman Nutter.

        12                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Thank you, Madam

        13    President.  I offer one bill.

        14                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

        15    please read the title of the bill.

        16                THE CLERK:  An ordinance amending Title

        17    14 of the Philadelphia Code relating to zoning and

        18    planning by amending Chapter 14-1600 entitled

        19    "Miscellaneous," by amending 14-1616 entitled "East

        20    Falls Special District Controls," by expanding the

        21    area subject to the controls, under certain terms

        22    and conditions.

        23                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

        24    be referred to the appropriate committee.

        25                The Chair recognizes Councilwoman Brown.
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         2                COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS-BROWN:  Good

         3    morning, Madam Chair.

         4                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Good morning.

         5                COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS-BROWN:  I have no

         6    bills or resolutions this morning.

         7                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

         8                The Chair recognizes Councilman Goode.

         9                COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Thank you, Madam

        10    President.  I have one resolution co-sponsored by

        11    every member of Council.

        12                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

        13                The Clerk will please read the title of

        14    the resolution.

        15                THE CLERK:  A resolution calling for

        16    hearings into Micro Enterprize Development and

        17    Neighborhood Self-employment as an economic

        18    development strategy in the City of Philadelphia.

        19                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

        20    resolution will be referred to the appropriate

        21    committee.

        22                The Chair recognizes Councilman Ortiz.

        23                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Thank you, Madam

        24    President.  I have one bill and one resolution.

        25                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.
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         2                The Clerk will please read the title of

         3    the resolution.

         4                THE CLERK:  A resolution authorizing

         5    City Council's Committees on Public Health and Human

         6    Services and Public Safety to hold a joint committee

         7    hearing to investigate the quality level of medical

         8    and mental health care services that is provided or

         9    made accessible to prison inmates under the care of

        10    the Philadelphia Prison System.

        11                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This

        12    resolution will be referred to the appropriate

        13    committee.

        14                The Clerk will please read the title of

        15    the bill.

        16                THE CLERK:  An ordinance authorizing and

        17    directing transfers in appropriation for Fiscal Year

        18    2001 within the General Fund from certain or all

        19    City offices, departments, boards, and commissions

        20    to certain or all City offices, departments, boards

        21    and commissions.

        22                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The bill will

        23    be referred to the appropriate committee.

        24                The Chair recognizes Councilman DiCicco.

        25                COUNCILMAN DI CICCO:  Thank you, Madam
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         2    President.  I offer one bill and one resolution.

         3                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

         4    please read the title of the resolution.

         5                THE CLERK:  A resolution honoring

         6    William Hankowsky.

         7                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

         8    recognizes Councilman DiCicco.

         9                COUNCILMAN DI CICCO:  I move for the

        10    adoption of the resolution.

        11                (Duly seconded.)

        12                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

        13    moved and properly seconded that the resolution be

        14    adopted.

        15                All in favor will indicate by saying

        16    aye.

        17                (Aye.)

        18                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed,

        19    nay.

        20                (No response.)

        21                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

        22    it.  The resolution has been adopted.

        23                The Clerk will please read the title of

        24    the bill.

        25                THE CLERK:  An ordinance authorizing
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         2    McCormick and Schmick Seafood Restaurant, a tenant

         3    of the property One South Broad Street, to construct

         4    and maintain and electrified marquis with an icon

         5    sign over the south footway of South Penn Square.

         6                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill will

         7    be referred to the appropriate committee.

         8                The Chair recognizes Councilman O'Neill.

         9                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Madam President, I

        10    have no bills or resolutions.

        11                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

        12                The Chair recognizes Councilman Clarke.

        13                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Thank you, Madam

        14    President.  I have two resolutions.

        15                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

        16    please read the title of the first resolution.

        17                THE CLERK:  A resolution approving the

        18    redevelopment contract and disposition supplement of

        19    the Redevelopment Authority of the City of

        20    Philadelphia for the redevelopment and urban renewal

        21    of a portion of the Cecil B. Moore Urban Renewal

        22    Area.

        23                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        24    recognizes Councilman Clarke.

        25                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Move for the
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         2    adoption.

         3                (Duly seconded.)

         4                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

         5    moved and properly seconded that the resolution be

         6    adopted.

         7                All in favor will signify by saying aye.

         8                (Aye.)

         9                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed,

        10    nay.

        11                (No response.)

        12                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

        13    it.  The resolution has been adopted.

        14                The Clerk will please read the title of

        15    the second resolution.

        16                THE CLERK:  A resolution approving the

        17    redevelopment contract and disposition supplement of

        18    the Redevelopment Authority of the City of

        19    Philadelphia for redevelopment and urban renewal of

        20    a portion of the Model City's Urban Renewal Area.

        21                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        22    recognizes Councilman Clarke.

        23                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Move for the

        24    adoption.

        25                (Duly seconded.)
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         2                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

         3    moved and seconded that the resolution be adopted.

         4                All in favor will signify by saying aye.

         5                (Aye.)

         6                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed,

         7    nay.

         8                (No response.)

         9                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

        10    it.  The resolution has been adopted.

        11                The Chair recognizes Councilman

        12    Longstreth.

        13                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  Madam President,

        14    I have no bills or resolutions today.

        15                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        16    thanks the gentleman.

        17                The Chair recognizes Councilman Rizzo.

        18                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Madam President, I

        19    have one bill.

        20                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

        21    please read the title of the bill.

        22                THE CLERK:  An ordinance providing for

        23    civil liability for violations of certain provisions

        24    under the Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code relating

        25    to obedience to steady red light signals and
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         2    stopping at an intersection or crossing and

         3    establishing an administrative system for

         4    adjudicating liability in connection with such

         5    violations, all under certain terms and conditions.

         6                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

         7    recognizes Councilman Rizzo.

         8                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Madam President, I'd

         9    like to speak on this bill.

        10                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  You're going

        11    to move for the adoption first?

        12                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Oh, I'm sorry.  I'd

        13    like to move for the adoption of this resolution.

        14                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I'm sorry,

        15    it's bill and there's no discussion on a bill.  I'm

        16    sorry.  It will have to be referred to the

        17    appropriate committee.  Thank you.

        18                The next order of business will be

        19    reports from committees.

        20                And the Chair recognizes Councilman

        21    Kenney from the Rules committee.

        22                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Thank you, Madam

        23    President.  The Committee on Rules reports out seven

        24    bills with favorable recommendations.

        25                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will
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         2    please read the report.

         3                THE CLERK:  To the President and Members

         4    of the Council of the City of Philadelphia, the

         5    Committee on Rules to which was referred Bill No.

         6    000397 entitled, an ordinance adopting an amendment

         7    to the Articles of Incorporation of 6he Germantown

         8    Special Services District of Philadelphia.

         9                And Bill No. 000536 entitled, an

        10    ordinance amending Title 22 of the Philadelphia Code

        11    entitled City of Philadelphia Public Employees

        12    Retirement Code to provide that police officers

        13    injured as a result of performing heroic action in

        14    the line of duty are exempt from the earned income

        15    offset applied to members receiving

        16    service-connected disability benefits.

        17                And Bill No. 000541, an ordinance

        18    adopting an amendment to an Articles of

        19    Incorporation of the Frankford Special Services

        20     District of Philadelphia to extend the term of that

        21    authority.

        22                And Bill No. 000544, an ordinance to

        23    amend the Philadelphia Zoning Maps by changing the

        24    zoning designations of certain areas of land.

        25                And Bill No. 000601, an ordinance
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         2    amending an ordinance approved December 15, 1969, as

         3    amended, which approved the Redevelopment proposal

         4    of the urban renewal plan and the relocation plan of

         5    the redevelopment Authority of the City of

         6    Philadelphia for the redevelopment of the Grace

         7    Ferry Urban Renewal Area.

         8                And Bill No. 000607, an ordinance

         9    amending an ordinance approved June 13, 1997, as

        10    amended, which approved the redevelopment proposal

        11    of the urban renewal plan and the relocation plan of

        12    the Redevelopment Authority of the City of

        13    Philadelphia for the redevelopment of the New

        14    Kensington Fishtown Urban Renewal Area.

        15                And Bill No. 000608 entitled an

        16    ordinance amending an ordinance approved

        17    September 2, 1964, as amended, which approved the

        18    amended redevelopment proposal, the amended urban

        19    renewal plan, and the amended relocation plan of the

        20    Redevelopment Authority of the City of Philadelphia

        21    for the redevelopment of the Whitman Urban Renewal

        22    Plan, respectfully reports it has considered the

        23    same and returns the attached bills to Council with

        24    a favorable representation.

        25                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair
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         2    recognizes Councilman Kenney.

         3                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Thank you.  I move

         4    the Rules of Council be suspended so as to permit

         5    first readings of Bill Nos. 000536, 000544, 000601,

         6    000607, and 000608 today.

         7                (Duly seconded.)

         8                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

         9    moved and properly seconded that the Rules of

        10    Council be suspended in order to permit first

        11    reading of Bill Nos. 000536, 000544, 000601, 000607,

        12    and 000608 at today's Session of Council.

        13                Those in favor will indicate by saying

        14    aye.

        15                (Aye.)

        16                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed,

        17    nay.

        18                (No response.)

        19                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

        20    it.  Bill Nos. 000536, 000544, 000601, 000607, and

        21    000608 will be placed on today's First Reading

        22    Calendar.

        23                Bill Nos. 000397 and 000541 will be

        24    placed on our First Reading Calendar for our next

        25    Session of Council.
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         2                The Chair recognizes Councilman Nutter

         3    for a report from the Committee on Commerce and

         4    Economic Development.

         5                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Madam President, the

         6    Committee on Commerce and Economic Development

         7    reports two bills with a favorable recommendation.

         8                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

         9    please read the report.

        10                THE CLERK:  To the President and Members

        11    of the City Council of the City of Philadelphia, the

        12    Committee on Commerce and Economic Development to

        13    which was referred Bill No. 000355 entitled an

        14    ordinance amending Chapter 21-1400 of the

        15    Philadelphia Code entitled Tax Increment Financing

        16    Districts by providing for certain additional

        17    requirements for the Tax Increment Financing

        18    District project plans, respectfully reports it has

        19    considered and amended the same.

        20                And Bill No. 000546 entitled an

        21    ordinance amending Chapter 21-800 of the

        22    Philadelphia Code entitled Advancement of Economic

        23    Opportunities by adding Section 21-802 of the

        24    Philadelphia Community Reinvestment Commission,

        25    respectfully reports it has considered the same and
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         2    returns the attached bills to Council with a

         3    favorable recommendation.

         4                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

         5    recognizes Councilman Nutter.

         6                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Madam President, I

         7    move that Rules of Council be suspended so as to

         8    permit first reading today of Bills No. 000355 and

         9    000546.

        10                (Duly seconded.)

        11                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

        12    moved and properly second that the rules of Council

        13    be suspended in order to permit placement of Bill

        14    Nos. 000355 and 000546 on today's First Reading

        15    Calendar.

        16                All of those in favor will signify by

        17    saying aye.

        18                (Aye.)

        19                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed,

        20    nay.

        21                (No response.)

        22                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

        23    it and bills 000355 and 000546 will be placed on

        24    today's First Reading Calendar.

        25                The Chair now recognizes Councilman
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         2    Ortiz for a report from the Committee on Public

         3    Safety.

         4                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Madam Chair, the

         5    Committee on Public Safety reports one bill with a

         6    favorable recommendation.

         7                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

         8    please read the report.

         9                THE CLERK:  To the President and Members

        10    of the Council of the City of Philadelphia, the

        11    Committee on Public Safety to which was referred

        12    Bill No. 000537 entitled an ordinance amending

        13    Chapters 10-100 and 10-600 of the Philadelphia Code

        14    relating to animals individual conduct and use of

        15    public and private property by adding to Sections

        16    10-101, 105, 603 and 606, the prohibition of dog

        17    fighting, respectfully reports it has considered and

        18    amended the same and returns the attached bill to

        19    Council with a favorable recommendation.

        20                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        21    recognizes Councilman Ortiz.

        22                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Madam Chair, I move

        23    that the Rules Council be suspended so as to permit

        24    first reading in this Session of City Council.

        25                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Do I hear a
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         2    second?

         3                (Duly seconded.)

         4                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

         5    moved and properly seconded that the Rules of

         6    Council be suspended in order to permit first

         7    reading of Bill No. 000537 at today's Session of

         8    Council.

         9                All in favor will indicate by saying

        10    aye.

        11                (Aye.)

        12                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Those opposed,

        13    nay.

        14                (No response.)

        15                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

        16    it.  The motion carries.  Bill No. 000537 will be

        17    placed on today's First Reading Calendar.

        18                At this time the Chair recognizes

        19    Councilman Mariano.

        20                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Thank you, Madam

        21    President.  There's a group that just came in from

        22    my Council District, Carnell Elementary School.

        23    Everybody stand up.

        24                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Please stand

        25    so that we can recognize you.
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         2                (Applause.)

         3                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  And as a special

         4    treat you can have the rest of the day off from

         5    school.

         6                (Laughter.)

         7                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you for

         8    coming in and we certainly welcome you to our

         9    Council session.

        10                The next order of business is

        11    consideration of the Calendar.  The Clerk will

        12    please read the bills on the First Reading Calendar.

        13                THE CLERK:  Bill No. 000536, an

        14    ordinance amending Title 22 of the Philadelphia Code

        15    entitled City of Philadelphia Public Employees

        16    Retirement Code to provide that police officers

        17    injured as a result of performing heroic action in

        18    the line of duty are exempt from the earned income

        19    offset applied to members receiving

        20    service-connected disability benefits.

        21                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        22    agrees.

        23                THE CLERK:  And Bill No. 000544, an

        24    ordinance to amend the Philadelphia Zoning Maps by

        25    changing the zoning designations of certain areas of
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         2    land located within an area bounded by Lancaster

         3    Avenue, 56th Street, Haddington Avenue, and 57th

         4    Street.

         5                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

         6    agrees.

         7                THE CLERK:  And Bill No. 000601, an

         8    ordinance amending an ordinance approved December

         9    15, 1969, as amended, which approved the

        10    redevelopment proposal of the urban renewal plan and

        11    the relocation plan of the Redevelopment Authority

        12    of the City of Philadelphia for the redevelopment of

        13    the Grace Ferry Urban Renewal Area.

        14                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        15    agrees.

        16                THE CLERK:  And Bill No. 000607, an

        17    ordinance amending an ordinance approved June 13,

        18    1997, as amended, which approved the redevelopment

        19    proposal of the urban renewal plan and the

        20    relocation plan of the Redevelopment Authority of

        21    the City of Philadelphia for the redevelopment of

        22    the New Kensington Fishtown Urban Renewal Area.

        23                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        24    agrees.

        25                THE CLERK:  And Bill No. 000608, an
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         2    ordinance amending an ordinance approved

         3    September 2, 1964, as amended, which approved the

         4    amended redevelopment proposal, the amended urban

         5    renewal plan, and the amended relocation plan of the

         6    Redevelopment Authority of the City of Philadelphia

         7    for the redevelopment of the Whitman Urban Renewal

         8    Plan.

         9                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        10    agrees.

        11                THE CLERK:  And Bill No. 000355, an

        12    ordinance amending Chapter 21-1400 of the

        13    Philadelphia Code entitled Tax Increment Financing

        14    Districts by providing for certain additional

        15    requirements for the Tax Increment Financing

        16    District project plans, all under certain terms and

        17    conditions.

        18                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        19    agrees.

        20                THE CLERK:  And Bill No. 000546, an

        21    ordinance amending Chapter 21-800 of the

        22    Philadelphia Code entitled Advancement of Economic

        23    Opportunities by adding Section 21-802 of the

        24    Philadelphia Community Reinvestment Commission.

        25                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair
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         2    agrees.

         3                THE CLERK:  And Bill No. 000537, an

         4    ordinance amending Chapters 10-100 and 10-600 of the

         5    Philadelphia Code relating to animals individual

         6    conduct and use of public and private property by

         7    adding to Sections 10-101, 105, 603 and 606, the

         8    prohibition of dog fighting.

         9                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Chair

        10    agrees.

        11                The bills read by the Clerk will be

        12    placed on the Second Reading and Final Passage

        13    Calendar for our next session.

        14                That concludes the First Reading

        15    Calendar.

        16                The Chair will now recognize

        17    Councilwoman Blackwell for purpose of calling up

        18    bills to be considered on the Second Reading and

        19    Final Passage Calendar today.

        20                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank you,

        21    Madam President.  Today Bills No. 000583, 000590 --

        22                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Councilwoman,

        23    why don't you simply say what bills are not being

        24    considered since more are being considered, if you

        25    don't mind.
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         2                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Yes.  Bill Nos.

         3    000103A and 000314 are being held.

         4                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  All other

         5    bills --

         6                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  All other bills

         7    are being called up for second reading and final

         8    passage.

         9                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

        10                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  You're welcome.

        11                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The Clerk will

        12    please read the title of Bill No. 000583.

        13                THE CLERK:  An ordinance authorizing the

        14    amendment of the Philadelphia Facilities Management

        15    Corporation Agreement to provide for a temporary

        16    change in the amount of temporary financing that the

        17    City may provide to the Philadelphia Gas Works under

        18    certain terms and conditions, and authorizing the

        19    temporary advance of up to $45 million to the

        20    Philadelphia Gas Works pursuant to that agreement

        21    under certain terms and conditions.

        22                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        23    having been read on two different days, the question

        24    now is shall the bill pass finally?

        25                The Clerk will please call the roll.
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         2                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  My light should be

         3    on.

         4                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I'm sorry, I'm

         5    not receiving that.  It's not coming on the monitor.

         6                The Chair recognizes Councilman O'Neill.

         7    One day we'll get this straightened out, I hope.

         8                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Thank you, Madam

         9    President.

        10                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I think the

        11    old system was better than what we presently have,

        12    to be honest.

        13                Councilman O'Neill.

        14                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Thank you.  I'd

        15    like to speak against this bill.  The $45 million

        16    loan that's being requested troubles me for many

        17    reasons.  Primarily because PGW is in such a sad

        18    state even though there have been so many watchdogs

        19    around it during this three-year period or so when

        20    things have been going down hill financially.  We

        21    had the consumer advocate.  We had the auditor

        22    that's hired to audit the Gas Works on a regular

        23    basis.  We have the banks that lend them short-term

        24    money.  We have the financial institutions that have

        25    been floating hundreds of millions of dollars in
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         2    bonds based on recommendations that this is a good

         3    investment.  We have the Commission, which I

         4    understand has had trouble getting any information

         5    from the gas company to make an accurate assessment

         6    of their finances over the last several years.  But

         7    most importantly, we have financial institutions

         8    with a lot at stake here.

         9                And I take you back to a period when the

        10    City was in terrible financial condition in the last

        11    part of the 1980s pre-PICA, trouble paying bills,

        12    terrible structural deficit, and one of the things

        13    we needed from a local bank that we had been doing

        14    all our banking, all our depository work with was a

        15    short-term bridge loan to get us over the hump until

        16    we got some permanent financing.  And I remember

        17    sitting in this Chamber and all of us with appalled

        18    that the bank was willing to lend us the money, very

        19    short term money, but at 27 percent interest.  And

        20    it seemed like a material thing.  There was a grab

        21    by the bank.  But in retrospect, what is

        22    instructive, as far as I'm concerned to all of us,

        23    is that banks will lend money if they feel they can

        24    be paid back.  They may put a higher interest on the

        25    loan depending on the risk, they may ask for very
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         2    onerous security requirements depending on the risk,

         3    but they'll lend the money if they feel it can be

         4    paid back.

         5                In this case before us, we have one bank

         6    out of New York, I believe, that has $97 million at

         7    risk in short-term loans and has said, No more; no

         8    more loans at any interest rate, no more loans with

         9    any security.  They have the financial analysis

        10    capability that I believe we don't have and maybe a

        11    lot of other people don't have.  But they see

        12    something so terrible here where they have not even

        13    said, We'll give you a bridge loan, which they're

        14    asking us for, the City, we'll give you a bridge

        15    loan, PGW, contingent on November 9th when you go

        16    before the PUC and ask for a rate increase.  You get

        17    that rate increase, this is what we'll give you and

        18    this is the rate you'll have to pay.  And that would

        19    be to protect their own investment.  They're

        20    unwilling to do that.  These financial institutions

        21    that have put their recommendations on the line

        22    selling bonds over the last several years for

        23    several hundreds of millions of dollars are

        24    unwilling to get involved even though should those

        25    bonds be defaulted on, it wouldn't be the City of
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         2    Philadelphia that would be at risk, it would be the

         3    bondholders and ultimately lawsuits against those

         4    that sold these as a good investment.

         5                What we are doing here today, I believe,

         6    is letting all those people off the hook and

         7    replacing their problems with the taxpayers'

         8    problems.  Today before we vote on this bill, the

         9    taxpayers are not on the hook; the banks are, the

        10    financial institutions are.  What happens today with

        11    this $45 million loan is that the taxpayers let the

        12    banks off the hook and step in their place.  I

        13    believe if there were a strong possibility of this

        14    loan being paid back, the banks would be making the

        15    loan at a certain interest rate that they would

        16    place on it.  We've been told on the record there is

        17    no loan at any interest rate that's been offered.

        18    That scares me and it scares me to put the taxpayers

        19    in that position.

        20                I do not believe that this is going to

        21    be paid back or that there's a reasonable scenario

        22    of payback or else the banks would be doing what

        23    we're doing.

        24                I also believe that it's the tip of the

        25    iceberg and that this 45 million is going to become
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         2    a much larger number when now the taxpayer, the City

         3    has to protect its $45 million investment when we're

         4    ask for more money.

         5                Why should the taxpayer be gambling on a

         6    cold winter versus a warm winter.  It turns out the

         7    way everything sits at PGW that if we have a cold

         8    winter and there's a high demand for gas, that's

         9    terrific for the finances of the gas company and

        10    they'll be in much better shape.  At the same time,

        11    if there's a cold winter, that one-third increase

        12    could be a 50 percent increase because that much

        13    more gas will be used.  The one-third increase is

        14    based on the continuation of warm winters, which the

        15    gas company hopes we don't have this year because

        16    they get more revenue when there's a cold winter.

        17                I believe the road we're going down is

        18    one we should not even be opening the gate to, let

        19    alone walking down.

        20                If you look at the last couple of years

        21    of the heavy debt that has been added, long-term

        22    debt that's been added to PGW when these financial

        23    institutions have been lining up to sell bonds with

        24    a recommendation that this is a good investment when

        25    they should have known going on in that company
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         2    because it's been going on for the last two or three

         3    years.  And you look at how a gas utility operates

         4    in terms of its long-term debt, it's capital

         5    expenditures, it's capital budget.  While it's legal

         6    to use capital money that's borrowed for things that

         7    would normally be done at operating, and that is

         8    repairing pipe, fixing pipe, it is not the

         9    recommended way of running a gas company.  Fifty

        10    percent out of operating, 50 percent out of capital

        11    is the normal.

        12                Well, this company, even with this $45

        13    million is not going to be able to borrow any money

        14    for the foreseeable future.  So for the foreseeable

        15    future, they're going to have to go out and repair

        16    and replace critical gas mains and gas pipe that

        17    they're way behind on and just use operating money

        18    when for the last several years they've had the

        19    cushion of using capital money to do that.  It won't

        20    have it anymore.  Nobody's going lend them money if

        21    banks aren't willing to lend them money today.

        22                So I believe that we are making a major

        23    mistake.  The watchdogs for the last 10 to 15 years

        24    are running the company now.  They have no interest

        25    in taking any blame.  They also are dealing in
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         2    strictly a crisis mode.  They're not thinking

         3    long-term because they may not be here long-term.

         4    And without someone doing some long-term

         5    restructuring and people up there at the gas company

         6    who have a real feeling of crisis and when asked two

         7    weeks ago was the crisis so bad up there that they

         8    were no longer paying $240,000 a year to belong to

         9    an organization, the American Gas Association, that

        10    they can't even travel to, they said no but they

        11    were considering cutting out that expense $240,000 a

        12    year to belong to an association that you can't

        13    travel to.

        14                It didn't seem to me that they're really

        15    all that worried.  And as long as we sit here

        16    willing to bail out at the taxpayers' expense what

        17    we have no business getting involved in because we

        18    were misled at the very first hearing on this bill

        19    when we were told by the witnesses from the Gas

        20    Works, by the gas company, that there was a danger

        21    of employees not being paid and gas not being

        22    bought.  Two weeks ago we were told that that's not

        23    true.  We were told that the people who won't get

        24    paid are the bondholders if there's a cash shortage.

        25                The bondholders aren't individuals
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         2    sitting in homes around Philadelphia; they're large

         3    institutions that buy bonds in the million dollar

         4    bulk category and they're sophisticated financially

         5    and they take risks and they know what to do if

         6    somebody doesn't tell them the truth when they buy a

         7    bond.  They go after them legally.  I'm not

         8    concerned at all that there's not going to be enough

         9    money to pay employees or to buy gas and I don't

        10    care if the banks who are ultimately responsible for

        11    watching this happen as they fed more and more money

        12    into this company are the ones that take the hit.  I

        13    want to make sure it's not the taxpayers that take

        14    the hit, and I'm going to vote no on this.  Thank

        15    you, Madam President.

        16                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

        17                Does anyone else wish to speak on this

        18    issue?

        19                The monitor is not working.

        20                Mrs. King, would you call the

        21    Commissioner of Public Property.  I want him or Mr.

        22    Costello here before the conclusion of this session.

        23    Thank you.

        24                The Chair recognizes Councilman Kenney.

        25                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Thank you, Madam
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         2    President.  I agree with many of the sentiments that

         3    Councilman O'Neill has expressed and will also be

         4    voting no on Bill 000583 and 000590.

         5                You know, not to reminisce too much, but

         6    when I was a kid, about 10 years old, one of my

         7    vivid memories was my grandfather who had tended bar

         8    for 40 years, much of it on one leg that had been

         9    amputated, he used to send me to check cashing

        10    agency every month because he didn't have a checking

        11    account.  A lot of people back then and even today

        12    didn't trust banks or checking accounts and they

        13    would pay their bills in cash or with a purchase of

        14    a money order.  He would send me around with three

        15    or four different envelopes with the exact amount of

        16    money in it to buy a money order to pay his gas bill

        17    along with his electric bill and his phone bill and

        18    his water bill.  They used to do that before they

        19    bought anything for themselves of any luxury.  And

        20    that was what was important.  They paid those bills

        21    up front and they paid them regularly and they never

        22    missed.  He's gone now, but there are a lot of

        23    people in the City who have a similar ethic about

        24    paying their bills and making sure that they do

        25    what's right.  Elderly people, families who are
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         2    struggling to pay tuitions and raise their kids and

         3    send their kids to college, people who play by the

         4    rules who don't look for ways around things, but pay

         5    their bills as they come in.  They're the people who

         6    pay their auto insurance bills, they're the people

         7    who do what everybody else, I guess, thinks are

         8    stupid things to do by playing by the rules and

         9    doing what's right.

        10                And for 30 years, 30 years or more, this

        11    agency has been run away political patronage, has

        12    been glutenous pin-striped patronage that goes on to

        13    this day.  It's not as if anything has changed.

        14    Every time there has been a suggestion in the past

        15    to sell this agency or to do something different or

        16    to turn it over to a utility company who could run

        17    it the right way as opposed to the City government,

        18    the political forces that were around, the people

        19    who were running the government at that time, from

        20    the last Administration backwards, always resisted

        21    because there was too much to get from that agency

        22    for their political friends and supporters.  And

        23    right now, there's not a piece of meat on that

        24    turkey carcass.  There's not a piece of meat on the

        25    bone of that turkey carcass and it is in the toilet.
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         2                They're hard-working people at the gas

         3    company, you know, the men and women in those blue

         4    shirts that go into the street and dig up in the

         5    middle of the winter those gas mains to keep them

         6    from exploding, those people that go into your homes

         7    in the evening when you can't get your gas on and

         8    the elderly person can't get heat or the woman with

         9    a small baby can't get heat, those are the men and

        10    women who go into the street, go into houses and fix

        11    those things.  When they go into houses in

        12    Philadelphia today, you know what they're hearing?

        13    You guys, you're doing this, you're rising our

        14    rates, you're the guys who ought to be ashamed of

        15    yourself.

        16                The morale in that particular division

        17    of the Gas Works is terrible because they're on the

        18    front line of dealing with the ratepayer and the

        19    consumer that's been raped pillaged over the past 30

        20    years by people in white collar shirts, not in blue

        21    collar shirts.

        22                And this goes on, as I said, to this

        23    very day.  Even the current management team at PGW

        24    is hiring consultants who are hiring consultants who

        25    are hiring consultants and billing this agency in
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         2    unbelievable proportions.  And it still goes on

         3    today.

         4                And we're being asked by the

         5    Administration to dip into a surplus, which I am

         6    glad to see today as rosy picture of perhaps $295

         7    million in the City surplus.  But my concern as a

         8    member of the board of directors of this municipal

         9    corporation is that I have a fiduciary

        10    responsibility to the taxpayers of this City.

        11                We've seen over the last number of

        12    months a number of efforts to dip into that surplus.

        13    And let me tell you something, some of it is

        14    reasonable and responsible stuff to do.  I don't

        15    have a particular problem with giving a one-time

        16    shot of $45 million if we're asked or when we're

        17    asked to the School District of Philadelphia.  Those

        18    are reasonable things to do.  But we continue to be

        19    asked to dip into a surplus that three, four, five

        20    years from now I don't know in results of a

        21    recession or projections that may not meet their

        22    mark that we might not be in a fiscal situation

        23    three or four years from now that we would dread

        24    being back in 1991.

        25                I think the future health of this City
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         2    depends on what we do in the next few months as it

         3    relates to this utility.  And I believe then, now,

         4    and I believe 30 years ago this City should never be

         5    in the business of running a public utility.  It

         6    doesn't know how to do it.  It never knew how to do

         7    it.  And that's why we're in the condition that

         8    we're in today.

         9                Instead of having a surplus at the Gas

        10    Works that could cushion the blow of the cost of

        11    natural gas purchases today, which is out of

        12    everyone's control, instead of having that surplus

        13    to rely on, we have spent every possible dime there

        14    is in that building in order to do other things that

        15    have nothing to do utilities, and that's paying

        16    consultants and dealing with law firms and paying

        17    bond counsel and doing things that have gone on

        18    throughout the course of the years to pay back

        19    people who make political contributions.  That's got

        20    to stop.  The only way that that old lady with the

        21    housecoat, that that working family in Philadelphia,

        22    and that that gas worker that's digging up the hole

        23    in the street make sure that their future is insured

        24    along with the fiscal health of this City's future

        25    is to sell this utility.  And I know there's not a
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         2    value left in it because of the pirates that have

         3    raped it over the past 30 years.  I know it's going

         4    to be a tough thing to do.  But if we could at least

         5    on a sale of this utility wind up alleviating the

         6    billion dollars of debt that is strangling this

         7    company.

         8                We could make sure that there's

         9    long-term stabilization of rates as we've done

        10    with -- the PUC has done with electric utilities

        11    recently, stabilizing rates for 10 years out.  If we

        12    can do that and if we can make sure that there's an

        13    investment in the infrastructure of this company --

        14    and let me tell you something, PUC now has control

        15    over or some jurisdiction over the Philadelphia Gas

        16    Works, and you're not telling them you don't have

        17    the capital money or the operating money necessary

        18    to make sure that those pipes and those connections

        19    are safe.  They're not going to want to hear it.

        20    They're going to make you pay for this.

        21                We can't afford it, the taxpayer can't

        22    afford it long-term, and we don't know how to run

        23    it.  So my argument is save everybody the

        24    aggravation.  We should have done it 15, 20 years

        25    ago, but it's never too late to correct a mistake.
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         2    Unload it, get rid of it and let somebody who knows

         3    how to run it, run it.  And I will be voting no on

         4    this $45 million because I think it's irresponsible

         5    to ask the taxpayer to jeopardize their fund balance

         6    surplus into the next five years.

         7                You know, all the money in that

         8    five-year plan that we approved with the exception

         9    of the new 85 to $90 million in projected increases

        10    in revenues has been accounted for and spent.  The

        11    five-year plan spends down that surplus of $200

        12    million at the end of the Rendell administration to

        13    $4.5 million.  On top of that since then has been a

        14    $260 million number for the municipal workers

        15    contract settlement.  There's been a $45 million

        16    request for the PGW bail-out.  There's going to be a

        17    $45 million responsible request for the school

        18    system.  And there are going to be issues and items

        19    that come up in the course of this five-year plan

        20    that we do not anticipate like, God forbid, a

        21    national recession.  My argument is why put us all

        22    in this sinking boat?  Take this sinking ship of

        23    PGW, let's find someone who's willing to buy it.  I

        24    think there's one or two people out there in the

        25    region right now that may be interested, and let's
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         2    move on.  And I'll be voting no on this particular

         3    bill and the next one.  Thank you, Madam President.

         4                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

         5                The Chair recognizes Councilman

         6    Goode.

         7                COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Thank you, Madam

         8    Chair.  I will say that 30 years ago, I'm not

         9    responsible for it because I was in kindergarten.  I

        10    will also say that this probably could have started

        11    less than 10 years ago.  The fact that we have a

        12    fund balance as it exists and need to use that fund

        13    balance to solve problems at this point as a result

        14    of some matters being unattended to over the last

        15    decade.

        16                But I want to speak to very specifically

        17    what this bill is about.  This is not just a matter

        18    of access to capital or financing.  It's a matter of

        19    access to appropriate and affordable financing.  PGW

        20    can not afford a market rate loan.  They cannot

        21    afford market rate financing.  Banks are in the

        22    business of doing for-profit lending.  We're not

        23    going to change their business.  They will charge

        24    PGW market rate at this loan.  If we were in the

        25    position to sell this utility, I would agree with my
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         2    colleague, we should.  There are things we have to

         3    do to get in a position to even be able to do that.

         4    Now is not the time to point fingers.  It's time to

         5    make a hard decision.  There's a hard decision to be

         6    made, and I will be voting in favor of this bill.

         7                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

         8                The Chair recognizes Councilman Cohen.

         9                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Madam President,

        10    there's much that I agree with in the statements

        11    made by Councilmembers O'Neill and Kenney, yet I've

        12    come to the opposite conclusion and I will be voting

        13    in support of this bill.

        14                I don't know when the crisis started.

        15    Maybe it's always been there.  I remember the days

        16    when UGI ran the Gas Works and it seemed to be run

        17    professionally, and then I remember the day the

        18    Mayor came into office and said, We don't need the

        19    UGI to run this operation; we have enough in-house

        20    talent ourselves.  And maybe the problem began then.

        21    Or maybe it began at a much later time as Councilman

        22    Goode suggests.  One of the officials testifying at

        23    a hearing said the problem began in 1997, four years

        24    ago.  My position is the City should never have been

        25    taking the $18 million a year from the Gas Works.
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         2    Taking even the most optimistic point at which the

         3    trouble is supposed to have begun, that's four years

         4    at $18 million a year adds up to $72 billion that

         5    the Gas Works would have had in its treasury today

         6    if the City of Philadelphia's General Fund had not

         7    insisted on the payment of 18 million each year.

         8                Philadelphia apparently, the mayors,

         9    whoever they were at the time, always seemed to feel

        10    as long as we get the $18 million there will be no

        11    questions asked.  And when the Gas Commission tried

        12    to get information from the Gas Works -- and it's

        13    strang because they're two parts of the City dealing

        14    with each other -- the Gas Commission was offered

        15    rebuff.

        16                I'm not worried if the $45 million isn't

        17    repaid because it's only payment back to the Gas

        18    Works of money that should never have been taken

        19    from them.

        20                I also remember when the group of people

        21    now being attacked so strongly came into the City.

        22    We were told for years that we needed real

        23    professional people and there was a national search

        24    team and it spent a lot of money, this national

        25    search team, finding the best executives and they
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         2    came up with two of the people who are now

         3    defendants in the recent criminal investigation by

         4    the District Attorney's Office.  They told us that

         5    what these two top officials did was standard

         6    practice in the private utility field.  Well, if

         7    that was standard practice in the private utility

         8    field, I'm not so sure about this whole question of

         9    private operation.  I don't think they're going to

        10    do any better than the City did.

        11                In any event, in my judgment, talking

        12    about the company, the gas company, I don't know

        13    what we're talking about.  We're talking about the

        14    City of Philadelphia.  The City of Philadelphia runs

        15    another utility and it seems to be doing it quite

        16    well, at least from the point of view of there being

        17    no criticism, the Water Department.  That's a

        18    private utility.  Many governments in many states

        19    throughout the United States water companies are

        20    private utilities subject to Public Utility

        21    Commission jurisdiction just as gas companies and

        22    electric companies are.  I don't think it's a

        23    question of selling to a private company that can be

        24    more efficient.  And I think what has happened is

        25    that money has been taken from the Gas Works that
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         2    should never have been taken.  It's been taken by

         3    one arm of the City of Philadelphia.  When we say

         4    Gas Works, we're talking about a department of the

         5    City of Philadelphia.  And Philadelphia cannot

         6    abandon the Gas Works at this time.  What are we

         7    going to do?  Are we going t let people freeze in

         8    the wintertime, is that what we're talking about

         9    doing?  It makes no sense to me to talk about this

        10    gas company as if it were anything other than an arm

        11    of the City of Philadelphia.  It's a Philadelphia

        12    business just like the water department is a

        13    Philadelphia business.  So therefore, I think

        14    there's something we have to do.

        15                I've been very impressed during the

        16    hearings.  I asked them many tough questions during

        17    the hearings, as many other Councilmembers did.  I

        18    have a pretty high regard of the current efforts

        19    being made.  It's the first real sincere efforts

        20    I've seen it reform, and I think this request for

        21    this loan is a very reasonable one.  I don't know

        22    why we call it a loan.  If the Water Department

        23    needs money or any other department, we furnish it.

        24    L & I costs have gone up.  Police costs have gone

        25    up.  Every agency of government's costs have gone
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         2    up.  We don't suddenly get involved in all kinds of

         3    complaints about them or try to disown them.  Seems

         4    to me we ought to recognize our responsibility.  The

         5    citizens of Philadelphia need to have heat in their

         6    homes.

         7                And the Gas Works hasn't just done bad

         8    things; it's done some good things.  It has

         9    recognized, for example, the existence of senior

        10    citizen discounts.  It was a pioneer in the effort

        11    to see that people don't freeze in their homes by

        12    being one of the first agencies that enforced the

        13    rule of no shutoffs during the wintertime.  It has

        14    taken great pains to make it possible for low income

        15    citizens to have heat in their houses; otherwise,

        16    they would abandon the houses.  And the present

        17    inventory of abandoned houses wouldn't be just

        18    20,000, it would be 30 or 40,000.  The Gas Works has

        19    done good work.

        20                The Gas Commission has done some good

        21    work.  It has tried to maintain forms of control.

        22    It hasn't always been successful for some of the

        23    reasons mentioned by Councilman O'Neill and

        24    Councilman Kenney.  But I think at this time with

        25    respect to this loan and considering the fact that
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         2    winter is coming on and that the money should never

         3    have been taken by the City in the first place, I'm

         4    referring to that $18 million a year, I'm voting in

         5    favor of this lone and urge my colleagues to do

         6    likewise.  Thank you, Madam President.

         7                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

         8                The Chair recognizes Councilwoman Tasco.

         9                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Thank you, Madam

        10    President.  I have a deep appreciation for the

        11    comments made by Councilman O'Neill and Councilman

        12    Kenney.  Many of their points are valid points.  I'd

        13    just like to say that sometime ago, we looked at the

        14    idea of selling PGW because that was the issue on

        15    the table at that time about two or three years ago.

        16    And, of course, there was some work done to -- an

        17    analysis as to whether or not it could be sold at

        18    the time.  And that question couldn't be answered,

        19    and at the time it came to a conclusion that it

        20    couldn't be sold.  But that's an issue for further

        21    discussion.

        22                I think the issue for us, as Councilman

        23    O'Neill raised, was the issue one of governance.  We

        24    have the PFMC Board, we have the Gas Commission, we

        25    have the Mayor, we have City Council, and then we
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         2    had our past Administration collude with some of the

         3    state representative to put Gas Works under the PUC

         4    which throws it into another political body.  Even

         5    though they will deny they were not for the

         6    legislation, they were, in my point of view, clearly

         7    involved and initiated the action to put the PGW

         8    under the PUC because they didn't like the Gas

         9    Commission and the questions we asked.

        10                So I think the issue here -- and if we

        11    want to address the issue, if we can't sell it, we

        12    have to talk about the issue of governance.  And as

        13    you know, I've introduced a bill in the City Council

        14    where we begin that discussion on governance and

        15    hopefully we will have a hearing on that soon.  And

        16    I certainly hope the Administration should respond

        17    to some of the comments made today about dealing

        18    with patronage and all that will be supportive of

        19    discussion around governance so we will have one

        20    intent that will govern PGW.  PGW is a City-owned

        21    asset.  It's not going anyplace and we have to deal

        22    with it.

        23                We tried with the past Administration --

        24    clearly, I had some very strong feelings about their

        25    failure to address the problems of PGW.  They put a
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         2    Band-Aid on a cancer.  And we heard the lady from

         3    PMC testify when she recommended that rates be

         4    raised, the rates were not allowed to be raised for

         5    political reasons; it was an election year.

         6    Clearly, as Councilman Cohen said, costs go up and

         7    rates should have been raised and it was not done.

         8                So part of where we are today is

         9    mismanagement, mismanagement on the part of some of

        10    the people at PGW, but mismanagement and not paying

        11    attention by the past Administration to what should

        12    have been done with PGW.  But I have to agree with

        13    Councilman Cohen.  The Commission looked at during

        14    the course of the hearings to determine whether to

        15    recommend the $45 million or not.  Came to the

        16    conclusion the money is needed and it is not the

        17    time now when we are beginning to go into a winter

        18    to have this discussion.  The discussion should have

        19    taken place four or five years ago, but we will have

        20    an opportunity to have the discussion of how we deal

        21    with the finances and how we deal with the

        22    governance of PGW.

        23                I think we're at a critical point now

        24    where it's important that we do give at least $25

        25    million.  We're not giving all of the 45 million.
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         2    They have to come back to City Council to request

         3    the 20 million and they have to be able to tell us

         4    at that time how they stand financially, how they

         5    look towards the future by producing a financial

         6    plan.  So I hope my colleagues, knowing that the

         7    comments made here today bring some validity to

         8    them, but I hope that they will move forward so we

         9    can provide heat to the ratepayers and to our

        10    citizens this winter.  Thank you very much.

        11                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

        12                Councilman Ortiz, I understand you want

        13    to be recognized?

        14                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Yes.  Thank you,

        15    Madam Chair.  I always find it troubling when I

        16    begin to agree with the analysis of Brian O'Neill.

        17                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  I do, too.

        18                (Laughter.)

        19                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  And I think Jim has

        20    very good points in terms of the rate and the misuse

        21    that PGW has gone through over the years.  We have a

        22    corporate entity that is in trouble.  But as David

        23    Cohen said, it is our corporate entity.  It belongs

        24    to the City.  I think we are the fiduciary body

        25    responsible to maintain and look for the health, the
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         2    economic health of the City.

         3                Although we still don't have clarity

         4    from the team that has been put into place.  And the

         5    team that has been put into place, I think, is an

         6    interim team and I have very good friends on that

         7    team.  But some of those individuals on that team

         8    come from the line of thinking and philosophical

         9    viewpoint of corporates that I have.  That worries

        10    me.

        11                We don't have a professional team at the

        12    helm of PGW that really understands the business of

        13    gas production and gas distribution and the entity

        14    that we have in order to be able to run it in a

        15    profitable manner.  The last team of professionals

        16    that we did have are now under indictment.  And we

        17    cannot blame that just on those individuals because

        18    they came in into an ungovernable situation, and the

        19    previous Administration did not monitor or supervise

        20    their operation.  I have my doubts because we have

        21    not been presented a clear plan of how this entity

        22    is going to function in the near future.

        23                Jimmy talks about the consultants and

        24    law firms.  We have law firms that have become rich,

        25    very powerful politically, and even have become part
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         2    of the folklore of the political ambiance of the

         3    City that certain powerful sectors of the political

         4    process understand that part of their meal ticket is

         5    PGW.  And we make fun of it during political season,

         6    and everybody understands who the characters are and

         7    how they benefit from it.  But the thing is, we

         8    don't know how the citizens benefit or if they have

         9    any benefit at all out of this political patronage

        10    and legal consultantships that we give out.

        11                But it all comes down to the final

        12    decision-making situation for me.  We are the agents

        13    that have to look out for the economic well-being of

        14    all the citizens of Philadelphia.  And we don't know

        15    what impact this badly run corporate structure will

        16    have on our economic health if we let it slide.

        17                With great misgivings, with great

        18    misgivings, I will vote yes on this because I

        19    really, really don't believe that we were presented

        20    with the plans, the objectives to be able to make a

        21    clear and rational decision or to really view the

        22    future in any sort of comfortable manner that this

        23    will not be a reoccurring event in the coming years.

        24    So with all those misgivings but understanding that

        25    it is our child, it belongs to us, we have to be
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         2    able to pass this legislation and give this loan.

         3    Thank you, Madam Chair.

         4                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

         5                Is there anyone else that would like to

         6    be recognized?

         7                The Chair recognizes Councilman Rizzo.

         8                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Thank you, Madam

         9    President.  Madam President, I also agree that this

        10    is just a tip of the iceberg.  We talk about the

        11    recovery of this utility.  It's interesting, I've

        12    had conversations with numerous utility executives

        13    asking if they had an interest in managing this

        14    company, helping with some of the problems we're

        15    dealing with there, asking them if they're

        16    interested in the purchase of the utility company,

        17    and it amazed me when the response was that they see

        18    no recovery plan here.  Apparently, there's lots of

        19    things that are being done over there, but none of

        20    the executives in the gas utility business,

        21    especially, see anything good about the recovery of

        22    this company.  So I also plan to vote no on this.

        23    Thank you.

        24                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

        25                The Chair recognizes Councilman O'Neill.



                                                                78
         1         SECOND READING AND FINAL PASSAGE CALENDAR

         2                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Thank you, Madam

         3    President.  I'll be brief.  If I believed that PGW

         4    was just in a position where it couldn't afford a

         5    market rate loan, I'd be voting for this.  If the

         6    City were just saving in interest money, it was a

         7    good loan, it would be paid back, no questions.  So

         8    I disagree with the assessment they can get a loan.

         9    I was told repeatedly by the people both at the

        10    witness table and in the Caucus Room that they have

        11    no access to loans even from the banks whose money

        12    is at risk right now.

        13                And I also disagree with the statement

        14    that people will freeze.  No one is going to freeze

        15    except a few banks.  And I'm not concerned about

        16    banks freezing if they don't get paid.  They have a

        17    second position to the operations of the Gas Works.

        18    The real crisis right now, financial crisis, is

        19    whether they can pay debt, short-term and long-term.

        20    And I believe that the difficult decision we have to

        21    make today, the tough decision is not the one to

        22    take $45 million in taxpayers' money and give it to

        23    the banks.  The tough decision is not to bail out

        24    the banks and the bondholders.  Thank you.

        25                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.
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         2                The Chair recognizes Councilman Nutter.

         3                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Thank you, Madam

         4    President.  I think that Councilman Kenney and

         5    Councilman O'Neill have raised some important

         6    questions today about the long-term future of PGW,

         7    and I have my own concerns about the long-term

         8    future of PGW.  But I believe and I think that they

         9    also believe that there is a short-term crisis that

        10    needs to be responded to.  Everyone has a right to

        11    vote the way they want on the particular bill.  I

        12    will be voting in favor of the bill because I do

        13    have a concern about the short-term crisis, the

        14    immediate crisis that they are facing.

        15                I do believe, though, that one of the

        16    issues that Councilman Kenney raised, the issue of

        17    should we continue to be in this business, should

        18    the City continue to own and operate and manage or

        19    whether through a contract the Philadelphia Gas

        20    Works is a question that is unresolved at the

        21    moment.

        22                Councilwoman Tasco talked about some

        23    analysis that may have been sometime ago and maybe

        24    it was inconclusive.  I believe that to get to the

        25    long-term future solution of PGW, that question
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         2    needs to be answered, questions need to be raised

         3    about it and responses need to be gleaned in order

         4    for us to have a much better understanding of what

         5    is going on with the company, not only in the

         6    short-term, not only in the medium-term, but also in

         7    the long-term because there is a legitimate question

         8    as to whether or not we should be in this particular

         9    business trying to function and operate and compete

        10    in a marketplace through gas service, which is one

        11    of the most volatile service companies and service

        12    activities that you can be engaged in, subject to

        13    national and international economic market pressures

        14    as we are trying to operate a City and make sure

        15    that service is provided.

        16                Councilman Cohen raises the comparison

        17    to the water company.  I would differ slightly with

        18    the Councilman about that comparison.  The water

        19    department is not subject to national and

        20    international pressures about what's going on with

        21    water.  We just hope that it rains and we will have

        22    enough to circulate throughout the City of

        23    Philadelphia.  It's a very different business.  We

        24    don't buy our water from people from Wisconsin or

        25    Mississippi or somewhere across the United States of
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         2    the America.  We pretty much have what we need and

         3    we're only subject to the environmental requirements

         4    that sometimes cause difference in prices.  PGW and

         5    gas service is very, very different.  So I think

         6    that we should look at and explore all of our

         7    options, anywhere from keeping it the way it is,

         8    looking at governance issues that Councilwoman Tasco

         9    has raised, to the final step which is whether or

        10    not we should be in this business or not.

        11                All of those issues need to be examined

        12    because so far we have not shown ourselves

        13    particularly well at running this particular utility

        14    especially over the pressures that we've seen over

        15    the past few months with incredible increases in gas

        16    prices.  We cannot do anything about that.  We are

        17    only subject to whatever the price is and then we

        18    have to respond in an increasingly competitive

        19    environment.

        20                So I think that all of those issues

        21    should be on the table.  We should not shy away from

        22    it.  I will support this particular provision today

        23    because I am convinced that PGW needs the money

        24    right now so that the company can continue.  I am

        25    not convinced that in the long-term we should
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         2    continue to be in this business.  Thank you, Madam

         3    President.

         4                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

         5                The Chair recognizes Councilwoman

         6    Blackwell.

         7                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Madam

         8    President, my light is not on.

         9                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I'm sorry.  It

        10    was on the monitor.

        11                Is there anyone else that would like to

        12    speak on this issue?

        13                (No response.)

        14                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Seeing none, I

        15    would ask the Clerk to please call the roll.

        16                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        17                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        18                THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        19                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:   Aye.

        20                THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        21                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

        22                THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

        23                COUNCILMAN DI CICCO:  Aye.

        24                THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

        25                COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.
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         2                THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

         3                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  No.

         4                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

         5                COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

         6                THE CLERK:  Councilman Longstreth.

         7                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  Aye.

         8                THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

         9                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

        10                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        11                COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        12                THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        13                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

        14                THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        15                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  No.

        16                THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        17                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        18                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        19                COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS-BROWN:  Aye.

        20                THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        21                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  No.

        22                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

        23                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

        24                THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

        25                COUNCILWOMAN VERNA:  Aye.
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         2                The ayes are 14, the nays are 3.  A

         3    majority of all Members of Council having voted in

         4    the affirmative, the bill passes.

         5                The Clerk will please read the title of

         6    Bill No. 000590.

         7                THE CLERK:  An ordinance amending an

         8    ordinance approved April 11, 2000, Bill No. 000005,

         9    adopting the Operating Budget for Fiscal Year 2001,

        10    by making in accordance with Section 2-301 of the

        11    Philadelphia Home Rule Charter certain additional

        12    appropriations needed to meet the unanticipated

        13    emergency created by a cash flow crisis at the

        14    Philadelphia Gas Works.

        15                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        16    having been read on two different dates, the

        17    question now is shall the bill pass finally?

        18                The Clerk will please call the roll.

        19                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        20                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        21                THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        22                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:   Aye.

        23                THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        24                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

        25                THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.
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         2                COUNCILMAN DI CICCO:  Aye.

         3                THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

         4                COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

         5                THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

         6                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  No.

         7                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

         8                COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

         9                THE CLERK:  Councilman Longstreth.

        10                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  No.

        11                THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

        12                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

        13                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        14                COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        15                THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        16                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

        17                THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        18                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  No.

        19                THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        20                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        21                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        22                COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS-BROWN:  Aye.

        23                THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        24                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  No.

        25                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.
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         2                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

         3                THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

         4                COUNCILWOMAN VERNA:  Aye.

         5                The ayes are 13, the nays are 4.  A

         6    majority of all Members of Council having voted in

         7    the affirmative, the bill passes.

         8                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Point of order,

         9    Madam President.

        10                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Yes.

        11                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  I may have missed

        12    heard Councilmember Longstreth's vote.  I don't know

        13    if it was aye or nay.

        14                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I believe it

        15    was nay.

        16                Councilman Longstreth, did I

        17    misunderstand your vote?  Was it a nay or an aye.

        18                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  I voted aye.

        19                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  You did vote

        20    aye?

        21                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  I voted aye on

        22    the first bill and this bill.

        23                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  I'm sorry.  I

        24    thought you said nay.  So the vote of the ayes are

        25    14.  The nays are three.
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         2                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  O'Neill, Kenney,

         3    Rizzo and Longstreth.

         4                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  He voted aye.

         5                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  I apologize.

         6                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  A majority of

         7    all members of Council having voted in the

         8    affirmative, this bill also passes.

         9                The Clerk will please read the title of

        10    Bill No. 000506.

        11                THE CLERK:  An ordinance authorizing and

        12    directing the revision of lines and grades on a

        13    portion of City Plan Nos. 157, 158, and 226, all

        14    under certain terms and conditions.

        15                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        16    having been read on two different dates, the

        17    question now is shall the bill pass finally?

        18                The Clerk will please call the roll.

        19                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        20                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        21                THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        22                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:  Aye.

        23                THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        24                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

        25                THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.
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         2                COUNCILMAN DI CICCO:  Aye.

         3                THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

         4                COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

         5                THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

         6                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

         7                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

         8                COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

         9                THE CLERK:  Councilman Longstreth.

        10                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  Aye.

        11                THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

        12                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

        13                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        14                COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        15                THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        16                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

        17                THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        18                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

        19                THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        20                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        21                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        22                COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS-BROWN:  Aye.

        23                THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        24                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

        25                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.
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         2                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

         3                THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

         4                COUNCILWOMAN VERNA:  Aye.

         5                The ayes are 17, the nays are 0.  A

         6    majority of all Members having voted in the

         7    affirmative, this bill passes.

         8                The Clerk will please read the title of

         9    Bill No. 000510.

        10                THE CLERK:  An ordinance amending

        11    section 12-2409 of the Philadelphia Code, entitled

        12    "Towing Zone Locations and Hours," by adding as a

        13    towing zone location the north and south sides of

        14    Green Street.

        15                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        16    having been read on two different occasions, the

        17    question now is shall the bill pass finally?

        18                The Clerk will please call the roll.

        19                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        20                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        21                THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        22                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:   Aye.

        23                THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        24                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

        25                THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.
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         2                COUNCILMAN DI CICCO:  Aye.

         3                THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

         4                COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

         5                THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

         6                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

         7                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

         8                COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

         9                THE CLERK:  Councilman Longstreth.

        10                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  Aye.

        11                THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

        12                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

        13                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        14                COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        15                THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        16                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

        17                THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        18                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

        19                THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        20                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        21                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        22                COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS-BROWN:  Aye.

        23                THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        24                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

        25                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.
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         2                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

         3                THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

         4                COUNCILWOMAN VERNA:  Aye.

         5                The ayes are 17, the nays are 0.  A

         6    majority of all Members having voted in the

         7    affirmative, the bill passes.

         8                The Clerk will please read the title

         9    Bill No. 511.

        10                THE CLERK:  An ordinance amending

        11    Section 2 of an ordinance, Bill No. 980443, approved

        12    June 25, 1998, entitled "An ordinance authorizing

        13    the revision of lines and grades on a portion of

        14    City Plan No. 120 by extending the term for

        15    compliance with the conditions stated therein."

        16                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        17    having been read on two different days, the question

        18    now is shall the bill pass finally?

        19                The Clerk will please call the roll.

        20                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        21                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        22                THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        23                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:   Aye.

        24                THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        25                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.
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         2                THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

         3                COUNCILMAN DI CICCO:  Aye.

         4                THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

         5                COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

         6                THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

         7                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

         8                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

         9                COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

        10                THE CLERK:  Councilman Longstreth.

        11                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  Aye.

        12                THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

        13                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

        14                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        15                COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        16                THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        17                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

        18                THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        19                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

        20                THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        21                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        22                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        23                COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS-BROWN:  Aye.

        24                THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        25                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.
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         2                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

         3                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

         4                THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

         5                COUNCILWOMAN VERNA:  Aye.

         6                The ayes are 17, the nays are 0.  A

         7    majority of all Members having voted in the

         8    affirmative, the bill passes.

         9                The Clerk will please read the title of

        10    Bill No. 000513.

        11                THE CLERK:  An ordinance amending

        12    Section 2 of an ordinance, Bill No. 970818, approved

        13    April 13, 1998, entitled "An ordinance authorizing

        14    and directing the revision of lines and grades on a

        15    portion of City Plan No. 58."

        16                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        17    having been read on two different days, the question

        18    now is shall the bill pass finally?

        19                The Clerk will please call the roll.

        20                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        21                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        22                THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        23                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:   Aye.

        24                THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        25                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.
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         2                THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

         3                COUNCILMAN DI CICCO:  Aye.

         4                THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

         5                COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

         6                THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

         7                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

         8                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

         9                COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

        10                THE CLERK:  Councilman Longstreth.

        11                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  Aye.

        12                THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

        13                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

        14                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        15                COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        16                THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        17                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

        18                THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        19                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

        20                THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        21                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        22                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        23                COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS-BROWN:  Aye.

        24                THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        25                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.
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         2                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

         3                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

         4                THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

         5                COUNCILWOMAN VERNA:  Aye.

         6                The ayes are 17, the nays are 0.  A

         7    majority of all Members of Council having voted in

         8    the affirmative, the bill passes.

         9                The next bill being called for

        10    consideration is Bill No. 000538.

        11                THE CLERK:  An ordinance authorizing

        12    Kate Osually, owner of the property located at 1301

        13    South 57th Street, to construct, use and maintain a

        14    one-story garage addition.

        15                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        16    having been read on two different days, the question

        17    now is shall the bill pass finally?

        18                The Clerk will please call the roll.

        19                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        20                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        21                THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        22                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:   Aye.

        23                THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        24                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

        25                THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.
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         2                COUNCILMAN DI CICCO:  Aye.

         3                THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

         4                COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

         5                THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

         6                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

         7                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

         8                COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

         9                THE CLERK:  Councilman Longstreth.

        10                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  Aye.

        11                THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

        12                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

        13                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        14                COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        15                THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        16                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

        17                THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        18                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

        19                THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        20                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        21                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        22                COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS-BROWN:  Aye.

        23                THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        24                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

        25                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.
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         2                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

         3                THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

         4                COUNCILWOMAN VERNA:  Aye.

         5                The ayes are 17, the nays are 0.  A

         6    majority of all Members of Council having voted in

         7    the affirmative, the bill passes.

         8                The Clerk will please read the title of

         9    Bill No. 000542.

        10                THE CLERK:  An ordinance establishing a

        11    no motor home parking regulation on Bennington

        12    Street, Pike Street to Luzerne Street, both sides.

        13                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        14    having been read on two different days, the question

        15    now is shall the bill pass finally?

        16                The Clerk will please call the roll.

        17                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        18                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        19                THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        20                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:   Aye.

        21                THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        22                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

        23                THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

        24                COUNCILMAN DI CICCO:  Aye.

        25                THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.
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         2                COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

         3                THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

         4                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

         5                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

         6                COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

         7                THE CLERK:  Councilman Longstreth.

         8                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  Aye.

         9                THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

        10                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

        11                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        12                COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        13                THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        14                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

        15                THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        16                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

        17                THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        18                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        19                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        20                COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS-BROWN:  Aye.

        21                THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        22                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

        23                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

        24                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

        25                THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.
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         2                COUNCILWOMAN VERNA:  Aye.

         3                The ayes are 17, the nays are 0.  A

         4    majority of all Members having voted in the

         5    affirmative, this bill passes.

         6                The Clerk will please read the title of

         7    Bill No. 000582.

         8                THE CLERK:  An ordinance amending

         9    Section 2 of an ordinance, Bill No. 990366, approved

        10    July 1, 1999, entitled "An ordinance authorizing the

        11    striking from City Plan No. 17-S."

        12                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        13    having been read on two different days, the question

        14    now is shall the bill pass finally?

        15                The Clerk will please call the roll.

        16                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        17                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        18                THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        19                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:   Aye.

        20                THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        21                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

        22                THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

        23                COUNCILMAN DI CICCO:  Aye.

        24                THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

        25                COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.
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         2                THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

         3                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

         4                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

         5                COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

         6                THE CLERK:  Councilman Longstreth.

         7                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  Aye.

         8                THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

         9                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

        10                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        11                COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        12                THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        13                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

        14                THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        15                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

        16                THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        17                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        18                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        19                COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS-BROWN:  Aye.

        20                THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        21                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

        22                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

        23                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

        24                THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

        25                COUNCILWOMAN VERNA:  Aye.
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         2                The ayes are 17, the nays are 0.  A

         3    majority of all Members of Council having voted in

         4    the affirmative, this bill passes.

         5                The next bill being called for

         6    consideration is Bill No. 000584.

         7                THE CLERK:  An ordinance amending

         8    Section 2 of an ordinance, Bill No. 990368, approved

         9    July 1, 1999, entitled "An ordinance authorizing the

        10    revision of lines and grades on a portion of City

        11    Plan No. 266."

        12                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        13    having been read on two different days, the question

        14    now is shall the bill pass finally.

        15                The Clerk will call the roll.

        16                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        17                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        18                THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        19                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:   Aye.

        20                THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        21                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

        22                THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

        23                COUNCILMAN DI CICCO:  Aye.

        24                THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

        25                COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.
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         2                THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

         3                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

         4                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

         5                COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

         6                THE CLERK:  Councilman Longstreth.

         7                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  Aye.

         8                THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

         9                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

        10                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        11                COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        12                THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        13                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

        14                THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        15                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

        16                THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        17                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        18                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        19                COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS-BROWN:  Aye.

        20                THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        21                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

        22                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

        23                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

        24                THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

        25                COUNCILWOMAN VERNA:  Aye.
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         2                The ayes are 17, the nays are 0.  A

         3    majority of all Members having voted in the

         4    affirmative, the bill passes.

         5                The Clerk will please read title of

         6    000589.

         7                THE CLERK:  An ordinance amending

         8    Section 1(b) of an ordinance, Bill No. 000374,

         9    approved August 11, 2000, entitled "An ordinance

        10    authorizing the revisions of lines and grades on a

        11    portion of City Plan No. 121."

        12                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        13    having been read on two different days, the question

        14    now is shall the bill pass finally.

        15                The Clerk will please call the roll.

        16                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        17                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        18                THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        19                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:   Aye.

        20                THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        21                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

        22                THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

        23                COUNCILMAN DI CICCO:  Aye.

        24                THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

        25                COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.
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         2                THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

         3                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

         4                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

         5                COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

         6                THE CLERK:  Councilman Longstreth.

         7                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  Aye.

         8                THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

         9                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

        10                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        11                COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        12                THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        13                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

        14                THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        15                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

        16                THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        17                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        18                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        19                COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS-BROWN:  Aye.

        20                THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        21                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

        22                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

        23                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

        24                THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

        25                COUNCILWOMAN VERNA:  Aye.
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         2                The ayes are 17, the nays are 0.  A

         3    majority of all Members of Council having voted in

         4    the affirmative, this bill passes.

         5                The Clerk will please read the title of

         6    Bill No. 000604.

         7                THE CLERK:  An ordinance authorizing the

         8    construction of water mains and appurtenant work in

         9    a right-of-way partially in and along portions of a

        10    private street known as Paleski Road.

        11                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        12    having been read on two different days, the question

        13    now is shall the bill pass finally.

        14                The Clerk will please call the roll.

        15                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        16                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        17                THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        18                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:   Aye.

        19                THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        20                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

        21                THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

        22                COUNCILMAN DI CICCO:  Aye.

        23                THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

        24                COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

        25                THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.



                                                               106
         1         SECOND READING AND FINAL PASSAGE CALENDAR

         2                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

         3                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

         4                COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

         5                THE CLERK:  Councilman Longstreth.

         6                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  Aye.

         7                THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

         8                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

         9                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        10                COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        11                THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        12                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

        13                THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        14                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

        15                THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        16                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        17                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        18                COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS-BROWN:  Aye.

        19                THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        20                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

        21                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

        22                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

        23                THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

        24                COUNCILWOMAN VERNA:  Aye.

        25                The ayes are 17, the nays are 0.  A
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         2    majority of all Members of Council having voted in

         3    the affirmative, this bill passes.

         4                The next bill to be called for

         5    consideration is Bill No. 000605.

         6                THE CLERK:  An ordinance authorizing the

         7    Commissioner of Public Property to select and

         8    appropriate a certain right-of-way through 8480

         9    Hagy's Mill Road, all under certain terms and

        10    conditions.

        11                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        12    having been read on two different days, the question

        13    now is shall the bill pass finally?

        14                The Clerk will please call the roll.

        15                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        16                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        17                THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        18                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:   Aye.

        19                THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        20                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

        21                THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

        22                COUNCILMAN DI CICCO:  Aye.

        23                THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

        24                COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.

        25                THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.
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         2                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

         3                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

         4                COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

         5                THE CLERK:  Councilman Longstreth.

         6                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  Aye.

         7                THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

         8                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

         9                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        10                COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        11                THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        12                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

        13                THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        14                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

        15                THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        16                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        17                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        18                COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS-BROWN:  Aye.

        19                THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        20                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

        21                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

        22                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

        23                THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

        24                COUNCILWOMAN VERNA:  Aye.

        25                The ayes are 17, the nays are 0.  A
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         2    majority of all Members having voted in the

         3    affirmative, this bill passes.

         4                Final bill to be called for

         5    consideration is Bill No. 000606.

         6                THE CLERK:  An ordinance to authorize

         7    the Water Commissioner on behalf of the City to

         8    enter into agreements with the owners of the

         9    properties and their successors of an L shaped

        10    private street known as Paleski Road, all under

        11    certain terms and conditions.

        12                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  This bill

        13    having been read on two different days, the question

        14    now is shall the bill pass finally?

        15                The Clerk will please call the roll.

        16                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Blackwell.

        17                COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

        18                THE CLERK:  Councilman Clarke.

        19                COUNCILMAN CLARKE:   Aye.

        20                THE CLERK:  Councilman Cohen.

        21                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Aye.

        22                THE CLERK:  Councilman DiCicco.

        23                COUNCILMAN DI CICCO:  Aye.

        24                THE CLERK:  Councilman Goode.

        25                COUNCILMAN GOODE:  Aye.
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         2                THE CLERK:  Councilman Kenney.

         3                COUNCILMAN KENNEY:  Aye.

         4                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Krajewski.

         5                COUNCILWOMAN KRAJEWSKI:  Aye.

         6                THE CLERK:  Councilman Longstreth.

         7                COUNCILMAN LONGSTRETH:  Aye.

         8                THE CLERK:  Councilman Mariano.

         9                COUNCILMAN MARIANO:  Aye.

        10                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Miller.

        11                COUNCILWOMAN MILLER:  Aye.

        12                THE CLERK:  Councilman Nutter.

        13                COUNCILMAN NUTTER:  Aye.

        14                THE CLERK:  Councilman O'Neill.

        15                COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

        16                THE CLERK:  Councilman Ortiz.

        17                COUNCILMAN ORTIZ:  Aye.

        18                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Reynolds-Brown.

        19                COUNCILWOMAN REYNOLDS-BROWN:  Aye.

        20                THE CLERK:  Councilman Rizzo.

        21                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Aye.

        22                THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Tasco.

        23                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Aye.

        24                THE CLERK:  Council President Verna.

        25                COUNCILWOMAN VERNA:  Aye.
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         2                The ayes are 17, the nays are 0.  A

         3    majority of all Members of Council having voted in

         4    the affirmative, this bill also passes.

         5                This concludes our calendar for today.

         6    Are there any speeches on the part of the minority?

         7                The Chair recognizes Councilman Rizzo.

         8                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  Thank you, Madam

         9    President, I'd like to talk about the bill that I

        10    introduced today in reference to grid lock and red

        11    light violations.

        12                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It's pending

        13    legislation.

        14                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  My bill was intended

        15    to make our City a safer and more efficient --

        16                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Councilman

        17    Rizzo, point of order.

        18                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  The rules prohibit

        19    discussion of special order of business of any

        20    businesses before the City Council.  Having

        21    introduced your bill, that is now business before

        22    the City Council and cannot be discussed by a member

        23    of Council in the special order.

        24                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  I was advised that I

        25    could speak on it during the discussion period.
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         2                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  That's always been

         3    the rule of City Council.

         4                COUNCILMAN RIZZO:  I'll defer.  Thank

         5    you.

         6                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

         7                Are there any other speeches on part of

         8    the minority?

         9                The Chair recognizes Councilman Cohen.

        10                COUNCILMAN COHEN:  Madam President,

        11    thank you.

        12                The newspapers and other media have been

        13    lauding Mayor Street on the results of the teachers'

        14    contract noting that his hard-guy tactics produced

        15    results.  It's strange indeed because just the

        16    absolute reverse happens to be true.

        17                The Mayor erupted on two occasions.  He

        18    spent months in what seemed to be collective

        19    bargaining, or from the union's point of view it was

        20    stalling, but we're not sure which it was.  But

        21    there was considerable progress made from January to

        22    August.  Then suddenly the Mayor announced that he

        23    was opposing terms and conditions and that created a

        24    disruption for a number of days, maybe 10 days to 2

        25    weeks, and then at the very end, that very recent
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         2    television performance of last Friday which the

         3    Mayor said there were five issues left, I've

         4    conceded four of them to the union, but the fifth

         5    one, the last 15 minutes, we've got to get 45

         6    minutes, not 30 minutes, from the teachers; the

         7    result was 30 minutes.  So apparently, all five

         8    points were decided in favor of the position of the

         9    teachers' representatives.

        10                I think it just shows that in

        11    Philadelphia we're a strong labor town.  We favor

        12    sound collective bargaining.  We favor good-faith

        13    bargaining.  We don't like people to get tough and

        14    begin denying other people their rights or to begin

        15    threatening others during the bargaining process.

        16    The results show that had the contract been decided

        17    before the first eruption by the Mayor, it could

        18    have been identical to the contract that was finally

        19    arrived at.  So it proved that tough talk threats

        20    don't work in Philadelphia when those threats are

        21    aimed at the labor movement.

        22                So I wonder why did the media laud the

        23    Mayor so greatly.  Well, then I remembered the

        24    Detroit strike.  Mike Ritter owns the papers in

        25    Detroit, the free press.  For a year and a half they



                                                               114
         1                        ADJOURNMENT

         2    were out on strike because Mike Ritter was playing

         3    very tough.  They didn't want to bargain in good

         4    faith.  Then wisdom came to me.  I saw the light and

         5    now I understand why the media thinks that the

         6    Mayor's tough tactics produced results when in fact

         7    the opposite is totally true.  Thank you, Madam

         8    President.

         9                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Thank you.

        10                Are there any other speeches on the part

        11    of the majority?

        12                (No response.)

        13                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Seeing none,

        14    the Chair recognizes Councilwoman Tasco for a

        15    motion.

        16                COUNCILWOMAN TASCO:  Madam President, I

        17    move that Council stand adjourned until Thursday,

        18    November 16th, at 10:00 a.m.

        19                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  Do I hear a

        20    second?

        21                (Duly seconded.)

        22                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  It has been

        23    moved and seconded that Council stand adjourned

        24    until Thursday, November 16, 2000.

        25                All in favor will signify by saying aye.
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         2                (Aye.)

         3                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:   Those

         4    opposed?

         5                (No response.)

         6                COUNCIL PRESIDENT VERNA:  The ayes have

         7    it.  Council stands adjourned until Thursday,

         8    November 16th at 10:00 a.m.  Thank you.

         9                (Council adjourned at 11:55 a.m.)
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         3

         4               I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing

         5    proceedings of the Council of the City of

         6    Philadelphia of November 2, 2000, were reported

         7    fully and accurately by me, and that this is a

         8    correct transcript of the same.
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        12    RE:  STATED MEETING
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        16                             ___________________________

        17                               Lisa C. Bradley, RPR
                                         and Notary Public
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