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1/ 26/ 23 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: (Good
nmorning. We're going to start like in a
m nute, so |I'd ask all guests pl ease
retire behind the rail. Thank you.

Fol ks, can we have a little
qui et, please. Thank you.

W're going to get started now.
W have a quorum | note that the hour
has cone.

To give our invocation this
norni ng, the Chair recogni zes the
Reverend Jeanette Davis of the D.I.V.A S
Mnistry Goup. She is here today as the
guest of Council man Johnson.

| would ask all nenbers and
guests to please rise.

(Counci | menbers and guests
rise.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

M nister Diva, please cone up.

REVEREND DAVI S:  Good nor ni ng.
Thank you, President d arke, for that
I ntroduction. Thank you, Council nmenber

Johnson, for the invitation to be before

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG
1/ 26/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

1/ 26/ 23 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
Counci | renbers. Good norni ng, all
Counci | menbers.

Today |'m here to intercede on
behalf of Gty Council and the residents
of Phil adel phia. So let us pray.

Et ernal Father, we cone before
your throne of grace this norning to give
you and you al one all honor, praise, and
gl ory.

Father, we just lift up this
governi ng body this norning, Lord, and we
ask that you give each individual and
collectively as a col |l aborate governing
body the wi sdom the divine wisdom the
I nsi ght, the know edge, Lord, and the
| ove.

G ve them peace in their
hearts, oh God, as they go forward to
make | egislation that will edify and
enpower your peopl e.

We thank you, oh God, for how
you have placed each one in their
position, but we also know, Father, that

to whom nuch is given, nmuch is required.
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So allow themto collaborate collectively
I n unison so that they're able to
acconplish their goals for your residents
and constituents of Phil adel phi a.

| ask that you bl ess each one
I ndi vi dual for anything they nmay be goi ng
t hrough thensel ves, Lord. | ask that you
lift them up.

| put themin front of your
presence this norning, oh God, and | ask
that your prayer is not only hear -- you
hear our prayers, but that you answer our
prayers up in the third heaven this
nor ni ng.

| ask that we touch and agree
this norning that we're here for a
pur pose, Lord, to collaboratively work
t oget her so that the people of
Phi | adel phia will be enpowered, wll be
accountable and, Lord, wll one day be
able to walk in unity in their
comunities wthout the sensel ess gun
vi ol ence.

Al'l ow us and what the
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| egi sl ators are doing to educate our
communities, educate our conmunity
menbers, so that they're able to go forth
and thrive with their |ives.

So | lift up this governing
body to you today, oh God. | ask that
you cover each and every nenber in the
bl ood of Jesus. Let no weapon forned
agai nst them shall be able to prosper,
Lord, or their plans that they have for
this city, oh God.

| ask that you give them your
di vi ne w sdom and your divine power and
al so your divine authority. And | ask
that all things work together for the
good for those who |l ove the Lord and who
are called according to their purpose.

You have given each one
pur pose, oh God, and | ask that you all ow
themto excel in this next season of
governing the City of Phil adel phi a.

It is in the matchl ess, the
nane that is above every nane of Jesus
the Christ of Nazareth that | pray, and

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG
1/ 26/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

1/ 26/ 23 - STATED - APPROVAL OF JOURNAL
| et the redeened say anen, anen, and
amen.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Reverend Davis, for your
spiritual guidance this norning. W
really appreciate it.

Council will be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very nuch. And, again, thank
you, Reverend Davis. W really
appreci ate you bei ng here today.

And our next order of business
I s the approval of the Journal of the
neeti ng of Thursday, January 19, 2023,
and the Chair recognizes Council wonman
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that the Journal
of the neeting of Thursday, January 19th,
2023 be approved.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journal of the
nmeeti ng of Thursday, January 19, 2023

st and appr oved.

All in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and our Journal is
approved.

And our next order of business
Is requests for | eave of absence, and the
Chair recogni zes Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. On behalf of nenbers of
Council, there are no requests for | eaves
of absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The

Chair thanks the gentl eman.
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And the Chair recognizes

3 Councilman Squilla for a notion
4 concerning certain legislative matters
5 that may arise during the course of the
6 Counci | session that were not |isted on
7 the Cal endar today prior to its
8 circul ati on.
9 COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
10 M. President. | nove any of the
11 followng matters, if considered today,
12 may be added to the agenda for this
13 session of Council and, as required by
14 | aw, subsequently published on an anended
15 agenda after the consideration of those
16 matters: resolutions authorizing
17 heari ngs, anmendnents to bills on first
18 readi ng, the reconsideration of a bill
19 vetoed by or re-called fromthe Mayor,
20 amendnents to bills re-called fromthe
21 Mayor, resolutions taking substantive
22 action to be voted on in this session, a
23 notion to withdraw a bill or resol ution
24 that is not on the Calendar, and a notion
25 placing a bill or resolution on or
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returning a bill or resolution fromthe
Suspensi on Cal endar that is not listed on
t oday' s Cal endar.

The purpose of this notion is
to provide the public with notice
concer ni ng possi bl e actions by Council
that arose too late to be included into
t he Cal endar that was published prior to
t oday' s session.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. It's been noved and properly
seconded that the legislative matters
stated by Councilman Squilla may be added
to the agenda for today, should those
matters arise during the course of the
Counci | sessi on.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
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ayes have it. The notion carries. Thank
you very nmnuch.

And our next order of business
I s communi cations, and the Chair
recogni zes the Cerk to please read the
nessages fromthe Mayor and any ot her
conmuni cations that he nmay have in his
possessi on t oday.

CH EF CLERK: Fromthe Mayor to
t he President and nenbers of the Council
of the Gty of Philadel phia, pursuant to
Sections 4-604 and 2-307 of the Hone Rule
Charter, | amtoday transmtting to the
Council the recommendation of the Gty
Pl anni ng Conm ssion on the foll ow ng
bills: Bill Nos. 220918, 220944, 220945,
220946, 220948, 220949, 220950, 220969,
220970, and 220973.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, M. Decker.

And our next order of business
is the introduction of bills and
resolutions, and |I'd ask the Chief O erk

to please read the titles of the

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG
1/ 26/ 2023

11

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

1/ 26/ 23 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS
| egislation that's being offered by our
nmenber s today.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
Phillips offers two resolutions, a
privileged resolution to commenorate the
cl osing of Relish, the bel oved West Qak
Lane institution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resol ution authorizing the Conmttee on
Chil dren and Youth to conduct hearings to
exam ne the state of Philadel phia's child
wel f are wor kf or ce.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Today' s Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes Council man
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Good
nmor ni ng. Thank you, Council President.

| want to speak on the
i ntroduction of the Relish resolution.
Rel i sh has been a fixture of fine dining

and cultural pride and political
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enpower nent for a generation. |t was not
just a restaurant. It was a neeting
pl ace of m nds, ideas, and perspectives.

So as the sun sets
unfortunately on this institution, we
must ensure that a rising sun of new
opportunity energes for other places to
be able to utilize -- other restaurants
to be able to use this space again.

| salute the visionaries of the
Bynum brothers, the fine chefs, the wall
staff, and the owners who conspire to
fill our bellies, hearts, and m nds. So
t hank you, Relish, for all your years of
service to the Gty of Phil adel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you, Councilman. It is
a place that will be m ssed, but |I'msure
that they will rise in sone way, shape,

or form not to nention the fact that it
actual ly has good food. So thank you.
M. Decker.
|"msorry. The Chair

recogni zes Counci | man Jones.

LEXI TAS
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: | just want

3 to say to Menber Phillips that is a
4 timely resolution, but before there was a
> Relish, there were several other
6 Iterations, and one of them was | nmpul se.
7 Whoever | aughed at that, you
8 know the tinmefrane in which they were
9 bor n.
10 And | want to thank the Bynuns
11 and an obscure DJ and nanager by the nane
12 of Nutter, Mchael Nutter, who was a
13 frequent participant in that process.
14 But a ot of institutional
15 menori es, Menber Phillips, rang back from
16 that, and |'mjust so thankful to the
17 Bynuns, their father, themfor their
18 contribution as Phil adel phians. They're
19 part of all Phil adel phia, but in
20 particul ar Bl ack and brown Phil adel phi a.
21 So thank you, Menber Phillips, for
22 putting that in.
23 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
24 Absol utely. Thank you, Council man.
25 M. Decker.

LEXI TAS
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CH EF CLERK: Counci | worman
Gl nore R chardson offers a privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng and honori ng
Phi | adel phia Hi gh School for Grls onits
Dem sem sept centenni al Anni versary -

175 years of academ c excel |l ence.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

The Chair recognizes
Counci  wman G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Council President.

G eetings, and good norni ng,
col l eagues. | am so pleased to wel cone
to City Council today ny alma mater, the
Phi | adel phia H gh School for Grls.

On February 1st, 2023, the
Phi | adel phia H gh School for Grls wll
cel ebrate our 175th anniversary.

Since 1848, the Phil adel phia
Hi gh School for Grls has hel ped
transf orm young wonen into the next
generation of |eaders, naking an inpact

not only in Philadel phia but across our

LEXI TAS
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nati on and around the worl d.

Qur notto is vincit qui se
vincit, and that translates into she who
conquers herself. And Grls' High
al utmae do just that.

| remenber Marcia H nton
saying, you can tell a Grls'" Hgh girl,
but you can't tell her nuch.

Grls' Hgh girls include wonen
| i ke Meta Warrick Fuller, who in 1907
becane the first African American wonman
to receive a federal art comm ssion;
wonen |i ke Karen Hastie WIllians, who in
1974 becane the first African Anmerican
woman to clerk for the United States
Suprene Courts; our very own
Dr. Constance Clayton, who is with us
this norning, who in 1982 becane the
first woman and the first African
American wonman to | ead the School
District of Philadel phia.

| want to pause there so we can

recogni ze her.
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( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Wbnen
| i ke Judith Rodin, who in 1994 becane the
first woman President of the University
of Pennsyl vani a; wonen |ike Shirley
Cl arke Franklin, who in 2001 becane the
first woman Mayor of Atlanta, CGeorgia and
the first wonan el ected Mayor of any
maj or southern city; and ny nentor and
the reason why | occupy this seat,

Bl ondel | Reynol ds Brown, who from 1999 to
2015 was the only woman to serve
Phi | adel phia Cty Council at-1Iarge.

Twenty-four years ago this year
| nmet Council nenber Bl ondell Reynol ds
Brown at an early norning assenbly, and
fromthere, she stayed in contact with
nme, a young 15-year-old girl. | was able
to volunteer in her office, serve as an
intern in her office, a graduate intern
in her office, constituent services
representative in her office, special

projects manager in her office,
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| egi sl ative aide for five years in her
office, staff director, and then chief of
staff. She is the reason why I am here
t oday.
Counci | renber Bl ondel |l Reynol ds
Brown, pl ease stand.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Wonen
| i ke Archbi shop Mary Floyd Pal ner; 1ike
Dr. Debonair Cates-Prinus; |ike Kyra
Harri s, Communications Director for
Counci | renber Vaughn; |i ke Stephanie
Marsh; and so many wonen i n Phil adel phia
Cty governnent and politics; |ike Marcia
Hi nton, our Executive Director of our
Al umi Associ ation; Azeb Kinder, who is
al so here with us, and all of the girls
fromthe Philadel phia H gh School for
Grls.

W are not just classmates; we
are sisters, and we've becone famly.

So, coll eagues, please join ne

LEXI TAS
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In welcomng all of ny coll eagues and
friends fromthe Phil adel phia H gh School
for Grls and congratulate all of us on
t he occasion of our 175th anniversary.

Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  And,
CP, | just want to nention for the record
we appreciate our District Council nenber,
Counci | nrenmber G ndy Bass, and we thank

you for all of your support.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you so nuch, Council woman.

That wll be on today's
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
Johnson offers four resolutions. On
behal f of Council President C arke, a

non-privil eged resolution urging the
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United States Congress to pass the "Gun
Records Restoration and Preservation
Act," introduced | ast session by U S.
Senat or Bob Menendez and Congresswonan
Bar bara Lee, which would repeal the
Ti ahrt Anmendnents, whose provisions have
hanpered efforts to address gun
trafficking by, anong other things,

I dentifying and hol di ng account abl e
I rresponsi bl e gun deal ers and owners.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And on his own
behal f, Council man Johnson offers a
privileged resol ution honoring the Al pha
Kappa Al pha Sorority, Incorporated on the
occasion of their 92nd North Atlantic
Regi onal Conference, and declaring
March 9, 2023 as "Al pha Kappa Al pha Day"
in the Gty of Phil adel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged

resol uti on recogni zi ng February 1 through
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7, 2023, as National Gun Viol ence
Survivor Wek, in honor of survivors of
gun vi ol ence and the |ifelong burdens
they carry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a privileged
resolution honoring the life and | egacy
of Sout h Phil adel phia Legendary Di sc
Jockey and Entertainer Jerry Blavat known
as "The CGeator with the Heater" and "The
Boss with the Hot Sauce."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
Vaughn offers two resolutions, a
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
Berisford "BJ" Jones, co-chair of the
Phi | adel phi a Police Departnent LGBTQ
Li ai son Commttee, for his tireless
efforts toward inproving rel ations
bet ween | aw enforcenent and the
comuni ties they serve.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

LEXI TAS
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Thank you. That will be on next week's
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah.
Thank you, Council President. | just
want to ask if we could stand and take a
nmoment of silence for South Phil adel phia
| egend Jerry Blavat. | had a great
relationship wwth him one of ny prine
DJ's, but, nost inportantly, a |lot of
peopl e don't know the service work that
he's done to help others in the capacity
of himbeing a DJ and entertainer.

| just wanted to take a nonent
to acknow edge his life and | egacy, also
In partnership wwth ny col |l eague from
Sout h Phi | adel phia, Council man Mark
Squi | | a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: All
right. Council man, when we take the vote
on the resolution, we'll do a standi ng
vot e.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes, sir.
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Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: And Counci | woman
Vaughn al so offers a non-privil eged
resol uti on condemmi ng the Uni on League of
Phi | adel phia for bestowi ng its highest
honor, the Gold Medal, upon Florida
Governor, Ron DeSanti s.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
Harrity offers a non-privil eged
resol ution urging the Pennsyl vani a
General Assenbly to introduce |egislation
allowng Cties and Counties of the First
Class to set their own m ni num wage | aws.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Counci |
President, today | introduce a resolution

calling on the Pennsyl vani a Gener al
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Assenbly to all ow Phil adel phia to enact
its own mnimumwage law. |1'd like to
t hank Counci | renber Driscoll for
co-introducing this resolution and our
co-sponsors for their support.

M ni mum wage i s nore than just
a | abor issue. It's a human right to
earn a decent living to provide for
t hensel ves and their famlies. For too
| ong, that right has not been nodified by
our state legislature to account for
I ncreases in cost of living for the past
14 years. It is up to us as
representatives of what is the poorest
big city in the country to stand up for
Phi | adel phi ans and denmand hi gher wages.
Fromny tine as an aide with
Senator Street, |'ve worked on statew de
| ssues affecting a wi de swat h of
Pennsyl vanians. |'ve |earned that all
politics are |local, and sonetines the
best solutions are decided at the |ocal
| evel .

Lower incone Phil adel phians are
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on the precipice. A current m ni num wage
Is 7.25 an hour, but with the cost of
living and inflation, that real wage is
6.69 an hour. This is all while the
anmount of back rent is at a record high,
our econony is in an uncertain state, and
the cost of living in the Cty continues
to rise.

This body has tried to do what
It can to increase the m ni num wage,
particularly for Gty workers and
contractors, but it is tinme for us to
hel p all Phil adel phi ans by advocating for
themat a state level so that we can neke
t hese i nportant decisions at a | ocal
| evel .

There are al ready nunerous
exceptions for Cties and Counties of the
First C ass, of which Philadelphiais the
only one in the Commonwealth. There is
no reason why the right to decide our own
m ni mum wage is not included in this
list.

As such, it is tinme for us to
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demand the |l egal authority to set our own
m ni mum wage so that we can gui de the
Cty through whatever economc tines |ay
ahead while respecting the rights and
dignity of all our workers.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci | man.

And, again, that will be on
next week's Cal endar.

Thank you, Counci | man.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | wonman
Gaut hier offers two bills, entitled "An
ordi nance aut hori zing the vacati ng of
Sloan Street from Ogden Street to its
term nus northwardly therefrom and
reserving and plotting upon Cty Plan No.
106 of a right-of-way for sewer and
dr ai nage purposes"; and

An ordi nance to anend the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Maps by changi ng the
zoni ng desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated wthin an area bounded by
Haverford Avenue, 44th Street, Bel nont

Avenue, Grard Avenue, and 40th Street.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Those two bills will be
referred to the appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
O Neill offers an ordi nance authori zing
the revision of lines and grades on a
portion of Gty Plan No. 370 by striking
fromthe Gty Plan Sout hanpton Road from
Bust| eton Avenue to its term nus
sout heastwardly therefrom

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: That
bill wll be referred to commttee.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
Squilla offers a non-privil eged
resol ution authorizing the Phil adel phi a
Land Bank to di spose of 3001 Martha
Street located in the 1st Council manic
District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Next
week' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: Council man Oh
offers a privileged resolution
recogni zi ng and honoring Rodney Little

for his exenplary and outstandi ng service
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as a dedicated mlitary officer and
public servant.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: That
will be on this week's Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
other bills or resolutions being offered
today by the nenbers, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, M. Decker.

That concl udes our introduction
of bills and resolutions for today.

We have no reports from
commttee today, so we wll nove to our
next order of business is the
consi deration of the Cal endar.

As there are no bills on our
First Reading Calendar, the Chair
recogni zes Council man Jones for the
pur pose of calling up bills and
resol uti ons on today's Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endar.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. The follow ng resol utions

and bills are being called up fromthe
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Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar
today: Nos. 230014, 230018, 230019,
230021, 220918-A, 220770, and 220942.

Al other bills and resolutions are being
hel d.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very nuch, Counci |l man.

Bef ore considering these
resolutions and bills, we wll consider
our public comment session.

Your public comment nust
concern matters on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endar for possible
action at today's session.

Al'l speakers must sign up in
order to testify. |If you have not
al ready done so, you can please go to the
Sergeant-at-Arns in the hallway at the
tabl e set up outside the doorway of the
Counci | Chanbers.

Once you have signed up, you
wll be called in the order in which your
nanme appears on the sign-up sheet, and

under ideal circunstances, which we have
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today, you will be given three mnutes to
speak. In order to be fair, though, to
all those wishing to speak, | intend to

hold faithfully to the established tine
limt.

You will see a green light on
the podiumwhen it is your tinme to speak.
When the light turns yellow, you wll
have 30 seconds to concl ude your renarks,
and when the light turns red, we'd ask
t hat you pl ease adhere to the guideline
and concl ude your remarKks.

We al so reserve the right
pursuant to the rules of Council to alter
repetitious comment to ensure that
everyone has an opportunity to speak.

So, M. Decker, can you pl ease
read the first nanme on the |ist for
today's public comment.

CH EF CLERK: The first speaker
today, M. President, is Enrique Hervada,
comenti ng on 220918.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
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nor ni ng.

MR. HERVADA: (Good norning. My
name is Enrique Hervada and |I'mthe COO
of the Cobbs Creek Foundation. | want to
t hank you for the opportunity to address
you today regarding the overlay district,
20018 [sic].

As | stated |last week, we're a
501(c)(3) non-profit working in
partnership with the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a, Phil adel phi a Parks and
Recreation, the Phil adel phia Water
Departnent, and |'m here today to talk
about that overl ay.

This ordi nance is essential for
novi ng our project forward, as m nor
steep slope disruption is required for
the creek restoration plan. Restoring
this failing creek is actually a
requi renent of our lease with the Gty
and will not only benefit the golf course
and surroundi ng conmmunity, it wll
provi de no increase in downstream

f 1 oodi ng.
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As previously stated, we have
foll owed every applicable agency's
requi renent, including, but not limted
to, the Arny Corps of Engineers, the
Depart nent of Environnental Protection,
Phi | adel phia Arts Comm ssi on, Planning

Conmm ssi on, and Water Comm ssion -- and
Wat er Departnent, and will continue to do
SO.

Last week the Phil adel phia
Pl anni ng Conm ssi on unani nously approved
moving forward with this ordi nance at
their neeting on January 19th, 2022, and
| woul d appreciate the support, and |
thank all of you for your tine today.
It's going to be a trenendous project for
the Gty of Phil adel phia, really benefit
the youth in the region, and sonething we
can all be proud of noving forward.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony. W
appreciate it.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
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I's Morgan Moore, commenting on 220918.
(Wtness approached podi um)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: (Good
nor ni ng.
M5. MOORE: Good norning. M
name i s Morgan Mbore and | amthe
Di rector of Education and Conmunity
Engagenent with the Cobbs Creek
Foundation. As Enrique stated, we are a
501(c)(3) non-profit seeking to renovate
the historic Cobbs Creek Golf Course and
al so build a 30,000 square foot
educational center there on the grounds.
|'d like to start by saying
that we live in an incredible and
history-filled city, and each tine that |
cone into City Hall, | amrem nded of
t hat fact.
Nonet hel ess, despite that, this
Is a city that has been plagued by
vi ol ence, of which far too often our
young peopl e have been both the victins
and the perpetrators. W often tines

state that our youth are the | eaders of
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tonorrow, but | recently attended a
comunity neeting in which a fellow
non-profit leader framed it a bit
differently. She stated that our young
people are in fact the | eaders of today,
and her words have renmained with ne,
because they are so unequi vocal ly true.
Qur young people are the | eaders of
t oday.

And so | ask what kind of
| eaders are we here to foster? WII we
foster | eaders that respect and preserve
t he best parts of our history, that are
educated, that seek to better their
communities, or will we do nothing?

This project is about fostering
| eaders |ike Charlie Sifford, a man who
fearlessly fought for his right to enter
the sport of golf, which it all but
precl uded hi m because of the color of his
ski n.

It is about supporting our
young people and providing themwth

opportunities they may have never had
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ot herwi se, without the barriers of cost
or accessibility.

It's about taking a historical
asset that has sat in degradation for
years and naking it sonething that
benefits all in our comunity.

And so today | am here speaking
both as an educator and as a comunity
menber. | ask our Gty Council again to
vote in support of Bill 220918, not for
t he Cobbs Creek Foundation but for the
peopl e of Overbrook Park and Over br ook
and Wnnefield, where | grew up.

Let's support our young peopl e.
Let's provide themw th free educati onal
and athletic opportunities. The tine to
do so is now, and | inplore our Cty
Council to support our community in
maki ng thi s happen.

Thank you for allow ng ne the
tinme to speak.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you so nuch for your testinony. W

appreciate it.
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CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Ben Dewan, commenting on 220918.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: (Good
nor ni ng.

MR. DEWAN: Good norning. M
name is Ben Dewan and | amthe G ound
Superintendent for the Foundati on.

| was here | ast week, so |
won't take up too nmuch of your tine. |
just would like to second what ny
col | eagues have already testified to and
reaffirmny support for this bill that
woul d al l ow the creek restoration, golf
course renovation, and construction of an
education center to nove forward.

These projects offer sonewhere
to go that is safe, able to be enjoyed by
all, environnentally friendly, and allows
t he Foundation to continue exciting and
beneficial work that has al ready started
i n nei ghboring school s.

Thank you all for your teamwrk

and col laboration in formng this bill.
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Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you for your testinony.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Is Lisa Mesi, commenting on Resol ution
230038, introduced today by Council woman
G | nore Ri chardson.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Not
here? She's gone?

Ckay. Next nane.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Is Dr. Constance O ayton, commenting
t oday on Resol ution No. 230038.

(Appl ause.)

DR. CLAYTON:. G eetings to our
Cty Council. | amindeed honored that
you have been gracious in inviting ne to
speak before you this day for the
anni versary of the 175th anni versary of
t he Phil adel phia H gh School for Grls,

the |l egendary institution of national
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prom nence. Wile | amnot 175 years
ol d, although there are sone who nmay
think that, | ama proud aluma of the
Phi | adel phia Hi gh School for Grls, which
br ought a si sterhood spanning al nost two
centuries of brilliant wonen who
reflected fromthe walls where excell ence
was t he expectation.

| take pride in having had a
di stingui shed career serving the citizens
of our city, very aware of the role
Grls' Hgh played ininstilling in nme a
"can do" attitude, so necessary in a
soci ety where gender limtations often
snot her the dreans and dash the hopes of
countless girls and wonen, and while
girls have gai ned access to sone ot her
academ c prestigious schools, and
policies have changed, allowng girls to
attend the once all-nmale school building
up the street fromwhere the Grls' High
Is currently | ocat ed.

There is and always will be
sonet hi ng about a Grls' Hgh girl,
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fortified by her participation, elevating

3 her work, and rem nding her of the

4 benefits of notivating and

5 Il nqui sitiveness and a religious spirit.

6 An inquisitive mnd and countl ess spirit

7 contributed to nmy work as an educat or

8 essentially during ny decade as

9 Superi nt endent .

10 They were the catal yst for ny

11 t ough questions that | always asked and

12 amstill asking in ny relentless pursuit

13 of opportunities for all students. |

14 know that ny daily encounters with

15 academ c vigor while at Grls' H gh were

16 top of my mnd as | pushed for a

17 standardi zed curriculumto support

18 educational equality in Philadel phia

19 during ny tenure.

20 You see, once you have tasted

21 on high expectations as | did at Grls’

22 Hi gh, you want to invite others to cone

23 to the table.

24 | hope that current and future

25 nmenbers of City Council will continue to
LEXI TAS
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support the current superintendent,
Dr. Tony Watlington, and all future
superi ntendents who have had an eye on
equi tabl e i nputs and outcones to ensure
this Grls' Hi gh grad.

As | take ny final rest, the
| essons that | |earned while at Grls'
H gh will be a significant part of ny
| egacy to the service of Phil adel phi a.

(St andi ng ovation.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you so nuch, Dr. Cayton. W
real |y appreciate your service, and we
appreci ate you nore than you know.

The Chair recognizes Council man
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Counci | President.

| just wanted to -- and | don't
know if this is a younger generation
that's here, but they may not know who

the presence they are in in terns of the
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sweet, gentle young | ady who just
recently spoke. This is the Honorable
Dr. Constance C ayton, forner school
Superi ntendent, the nobst outstandi ng and
best superintendent in the history in the
Gty of Philadel phia.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: | was a
kid who grew up in South Phil adel phi a,
and t hrough her not only educati onal
prowess but her standards, her standards
for all young people, and through her
grace and her advocacy around educati on,
|'"'mable to be a graduate from Mansfield
Uni versity with a degree in crimnal
justice with dual mnors in philosophy
and sociol ogy, a Master's degree in
governnment adm ni stration and public
finance fromFels Institute of
Governnment, and al so went to Harvard
Busi ness School and got a certificate in

non-profit | eadership and board
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managenent. But | attributed all of ny
educati onal background -- and I'malso a
public school graduate of Edward Bok Hi gh
School, Barry Juni or H gh School, and
Childs Elenentary, and all of that cane
under the era of Dr. Constance O ayton.

So thank you very nuch for your

| eader shi p.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Counci |l man.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Is Lisa Mesi, commenting on 230038.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

M5. MESI: Geetings, everyone.
My nane is Lisa Mesi. | amthe 20th
princi pal of the Philadel phia H gh School
for Grls, who is celebrating 175 years
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on February 1st. W w Il continue the
cel ebration through 2023.

| amgiving ny tinme to one of
our fabul ous students, the president of

our senior class, the Cass 267, M. Sage

Charl es.
(Appl ause.)
M5. CHARLES. Good norning.
H. | wuld like to share what Grl s’

Hi gh neans to ne.

Grls' Hghis not only an
academ c institution but a fond nenory to
me. At Grls' High, opportunities await
wth every roomentered, every hall way
travel ed, and every chair sat in.

For ne it was all these things
on ny first day freshman year. | was
scared. | had no know edge about I|ike
what to expect being at Grls' H gh.

| had arrived early and sat in
my advisory alone for sone tine. Then

Anne wal ked in. She sat right across
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fromnme, and we sat in silence until |
gai ned enough courage to surpass our
shared introverted fear.

We tal ked with one anot her,
where one conversation laid ground for
the next, marrying the branches of a
tree.

As tine passed, we becane best
friends, and are still best friends to
this day, conversing in the sane
tree-like fashion we did when we first
met .

By lunchtinme of ny first day, |
had a group of friends who I've grown
wi th throughout the years, who | now call
my famly. Wth their support, |
advanced past the stereotypical |abels
assigned to young Bl ack wonen as well as
my owmn limtations, grasping sone of the
many opportunities Grls' Hgh had to
offer. | becane senior class president,
advanced to varsity volleyball after
spendi ng one year on JV, becane a

St eppi ngst one Schol ar as well as a
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student anbassador, received the
Jefferson Book Anmard fromthe University
of Virginia, becane a part of two
nati onal honor societies as well as
various other organi zations that aided in
the expansion of ny Grls' Hgh famly,
Including the Safe Initiative, where we
work to ensure our sisters' safety in our
nei ghbor hood, hoping to expand our
operation to other schools.

At Grls' Hgh | found a second
home, just as nmany ot hers have, creating
a sisterhood within a sisterhood, where
everywhere you turn, there is al ways
sonmeone who supports you.

The Al ummi Associ ation have
al so supported ne and ny sisters in our
journey at Grls' H gh, introducing us to
nore opportunities outside of Grls' High
to aid us in our professional journeys.
Knowi ng even though I will be physically
parting with ny sisters this com ng June,
though I'Il be able to support ny little

sisters through the Alumi Associ ation
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eases the pain of |eaving such a fine
I nstitution, and know ng ny fond nenory
will always be with ne and that ny
parting signals the beginning of a new
generation of Grls' Hgh girls' journeys
as proof of ever-listing sisterhood and
famly.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Sage Charl es, comenting on 230038.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: That
was Sage.
CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Is Lynn Landes, commenting on 210913.
(Wtness approached podi um)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.
M5. LANDES: Good norning. |I'm

Lynn Landes, founder of

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 46
1/ 26/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

1/ 26/ 23 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
Heal thAlertPhilly.org. | support
Resol ution 210913, but today |'mhere to
tal k about corruption in public health,

It is coommpn knowl edge t hat
many of our federal agencies are held
captive by the very industries they're
supposed to regulate. The worst exanple
of this corruption is the National
Institute of Heal th under which the FDA
and CDC functi on.

Their financial connections
with Big Pharma are so system c and their
advice to doctors is so tainted that the
medi cal profession itself has becone one
of the | eading causes of injury and
deat h, according to a study from Johns
Hopki ns University | ast year.

The pronotion of deadly opioids
and harnful COVID vaccines are just the
| at est exanples of this corruption. W
al so have a long |ine of other
medi cati ons and vacci nes that have caused
unt ol d danage and death, yet rarely does

anyone from Bi g Pharma or these federal
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agencies ever goto jail. Instead,
conpanies like Pfizer are fined billions
of dollars, which goes to the federal
governnent, and then they sinply continue
to go about their deadly business.

Wrse yet, in the case of
chi | dhood vacci nes and the COVID
vaccines, Big Pharma is shielded from any
ki nd of product liability by Congress.
The only legal strategy that m ght work
Is litigation based on clains of fraud,
which, quite frankly, appears to be Big
Pharma' s busi ness nodel .

As our public health officials
continue to pronote toxic drugs and
vacci nes for pregnant wonen, babi es,
children, and adults, especially our
mlitary, soaring nunbers of people are
afflicted with i nmune dysfunction as wel |
as autism attention deficit,

I mpul sivity, and other neurol ogical
di sorders.
Brain disorders are a main

cause of crine, addiction, suicide, and
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honel essness. This is why it is critical
that our public representatives not trust
what public health authorities recomend
or mandate, such as face nasks and
vacci nes, but instead do their own
research and due diligence and then nake
their own infornmed decisions.

You can | earn nore at
Heal t hAl ertPhilly. org.

Thank you very nuch for your
attention.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.
We appreciate it.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I's Katrice Cheaton, commenting on 210396.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. CHEATON. Hi . Can you hear
nme?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: (Good
nor ni ng.

M5. CHEATON. My nane is
Katrice Cheaton, and ne and ny brother

have been honel ess now for |ike nine days
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due to sone corruption happening at the
Sheriff's Departnent. So when | saw this
resol uti on about tenporary stays on
nortgage and tax foreclosure sales, |
t hought that was a great idea.

There al so needs to be
tenporary stays on any evictions before
they are serviced or a server notice to
t he person who has to be evicted.

There's been a |l ot of stuff
goi ng on down there that you need to | ook
I nto before you keep evicting peopl e.

Now, we've been in the honel ess
system It's been a hot ness for Ilike
the [ ast nine days. W don't have a
shelter to go to. Everything is overrun.
|f you don't do anything to stay with
t hese evictions, these nortgage and
forecl osure sales, your systemis going
to be nore overrun. You're going to have
nore probl ens.

You need to get a handle on it
now, because it's not fair that -- even

though | did get a chance to seek our
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truth, I'mgoing to speak our truth on
Monday. We had to wait until Monday for
atrial to seek our truth. \Wat are we
supposed to do for four days? Were are
we supposed to go? | can't keep sleeping
In waiting roons at the hospital, by
their grace and their niceness to us.

We have yet to sleep on the
vent on the street, but it cane really
close to that last night. Yet | have a
refrigerator full of food going bad at
home and two beds to sleep in. Because
of corruption down in your different
departnents, here | stand.

And | know ny rights. |[|'ve
been doing community work in the Gty for
years. So if you want to get a handle on
what's happening in the Cty, you should
start doing these stays i mediately and
stop what's going on down there so nore
people don't end up on the street,
because you really can't even handl e the
peopl e that are there.

| ran into sone peopl e today
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and they said | challenge every Gty
Counci | renber, anybody running for Myor,
to be honeless for a week. Let the
Sheriff Departnent bonbard you w t hout
noti ce and nmake you | eave wth the
cl ot hes on your back, like they did to ne
and ny brother, and then sit on the
street for seven days.

Y'all need a reality check
basi cal | y.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you for your testinony.
We appreciate it.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
iIs Dr. Mary Pal ner, commenting on 230038.

(Wtness approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Good
nor ni ng.

DR PALMER. My nane is
Dr. Mary Floyd Palnmer. 1'malso known as
Ar chbi shop Mary Fl oyd Pal ner.

| amexcited to be here today,

and how could | possibly follow
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Dr. Constance d ayton?

As a proud sunma cum | aude
graduate of the 1980 cl ass of the
Phi | adel phia Hi gh School for Grls, known
as Cass No. 224, | share all of the
sentinents that have been expressed thus
far in the celebration of our high
school's 175t h anni versary.

My great-great aunt was a
graduate in the 1930's, and so ny not her
made up in her mnd that's where | was
going. But it was ny |late father, the
Reverend Dr. Melvin Floyd, who was given
the opportunity to go to elenentary,
junior, and high schools under the
| eadership of Dr. Constance C ayton to
hel p decrease gang war viol ence and speak
to youth in trouble.

Because of that open door, he
said the only school you can go to is the
best school in the Gty of Phil adel phi a,
ahead of Central, and that was the
Phi | adel phia Hi gh School for Grls.

My | ate parents demanded
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excel l ence of nme, as was the standard
under the | eadership of the inaugural
princi pal ship of Dr. Marion Steet, and it
was during that tine that | had to excel
academcally in sports as well as in
musi c.

| didn't have a nonent of
not hi ng el se but work, and | was excited,
often frustrated, but I'm so grateful
t hat when people see that nane, they
often already have a standard of
expectati on and excel |l ence.

Excel | ence was a nmandate and
sonet hi ng that we nust do, and sonething
that | have carried on throughout
what ever career | was doing. And | am
excited to join the | egends of nmany
honor abl e wonen who have graduated from
my school, and | amproud to be the first
femal e archbi shop in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia and the State of
Pennsyl vani a, made so in 2019, as well as
an international centennial honorary

menber of the greatest sorority in the
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wor |l d, Zeta Phi Beta Sorority,
| ncor porated, and a Peace Anbassador for
the United Nations.

These things woul d not have
been done if | had not been given the
opportunity of having an excell ent
educati on.

So | say to those who have gone
before, to Dr. Clayton and others that
have | ed and put a path for us, to the
young ones in the room you can achi eve
anything if you put your mind to it.
Excel | ence shouldn't be an exception; it
must be your rule, and if so, you wl|
live up to vincit qui se vincit, which
honors our school forevernore.

Thank you, and have a great

rest of the day.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you so nuch for your testinony. W

really appreciate it.
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CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her speakers on the public conment
list, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you very nuch, M. Decker.

That concl udes our public
conmment session for today.

W will now consider the bills
and resol utions on the Second Readi nhg and
Fi nal Passage Cal endar.

M. Decker, please read the
title of Resolution No. 230014.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
approvi ng the reappoi nt nent of Wendel l
Ant hony BEwi ng to the Phil adel phia Wter,
Sewer and Storm Water Rate Board.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Johnson - -
Jones. |'msorry.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: W get
confused often.

Thank you, M. President. On
your behal f, | nove for the adoption of

t he resol uti on.
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(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. [It's been noved and properly
seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The resolution is adopted.

M. Decker, 230018.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 2315, 2316, 2317, 2318, 2337,
2339, and 2349 G eenwich Street; 1709,
1711, 1822R through 34, and 1836 Poi nt
Breeze Avenue; 1555 South Ri nggold
Street; 2445 Federal Street and 2329
Ell sworth Street |ocated in the 2nd
District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.
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| now recogni ze Counci |l man
Johnson for a notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Counci |
President, | nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. The notion carries. The
resol ution i s adopt ed.

M. Decker, 2300109.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
appointing Al bert Littlepage to the board
of directors of the Philadel phia Land
Bank.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The

Chair agai n recogni zes Counci |l man Johnson
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for a notion.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Counci|l President. | nove that
Resol uti on No. 230019 be w t hdrawn.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded t hat
Resol uti on No. 230019 be w t hdrawn.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. Resolution No. 230019 has
been w t hdrawn.

M. Decker, please read the
title of 230021.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zing requests to the Law
Departnent to represent Gty Council in
an appeal from decisions of the

Departnent of Licenses and Inspections to

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 59
1/ 26/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

1/ 26/ 23 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
t he Phil adel phi a Zoni ng Board of
Adj ustnent or the License and | nspection
Revi ew Board and, if the Law Depart nent
declines to render such services to Gty
Counci |, authorizing the retention of
out si de counsel to provide such services.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Councilman O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Thank you,
M. President. | nove the adoption of
the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it. Resolution No. 230021 has
been adopt ed.

M. Decker, please read the
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title of Bill No. 220918-A
CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anendi ng Chapter 14-500 of the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Code, entitled

"Overlay Zoning Districts," by creating a
new subsection, entitled "Cobbs Creek
&ol f Course Overlay District."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, M. Decker.

The Chair recognizes Council man
Jones for an anendnent to Bill No.
220918- A

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. | offer an anmendnent to
Bill No. 220918-A. A copy of that
amendnent has been circulated to all
menbers of Gty Council, and I'd like to
speak on it.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Pl ease do, sir.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  So, first
and forenost, | need to thank
Counci | woman G I nore Ri chardson as Chair

of the Environnmental Commttee who
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I nsi sted that dial ogue happen between
conmunity groups that are inpacted by
this devel opnent.

| want to secondly thank Menber
Johnson, who is downstream fromthe golf
course, whose constituents have brought
forth i ssues, concerns that this
amendnent addr esses.

| want to thank Council woman
Jam e Gaut hier, who has been patiently
nudgi ng negoti ati ons between all parties.

And | want to thank you, and
|'"mma tell you why.

By entering into these
di al ogues, we have learned a thing or two
about environnmental justice and what it
truly neans and what it purports to Bl ack
and brown peopl e and people in general
t hr oughout the conmmunity.

So sonetinmes in a contentious
envi ronnment over | egislation, you can
learn if you listen to each other, and
this amendnment reflects sone of that

| i st ening.
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Thank you. | nove for the
adopti on of the anendnent.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Al in favor of the notion
will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and Bill No. 220918- A has
been anended. Bill No. 220918-A, as
anended, will be placed on our Final
Passage Cal endar at our next session of
Counci | .

M. Decker, please read the
title of Bill No. 220770.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance to
anend t he Phil adel phia Zoni ng Maps by
changi ng the neasurenents of zoning
desi gnati ons of certain areas of |and
| ocated within an area bounded by Cott man

Avenue, Oxford Avenue, Tyson Avenue,
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Ri si ng Sun Avenue, d enview Street,
Bi ngham Street, Kerper Street, Ri sing Sun
Avenue, Unruh Avenue, Martins MII| Road,
C ty Boundary, and Hasbrook Avenue.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This

bill having been read on two different
days, the question is shall the bill pass
finally.

M. Decker, call the roll.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman

Bass.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | worman
Br ooks.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
Driscoll.
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.
CHI EF CLERK: Counci | worman
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | wonan

G | nore R chardson.
COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Aye.
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Harrity.

Johnson.

Lozada.

O Neill.

Phillips.

Squi l | a.

Thonas.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | nan

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nan

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | worman

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man On.
COUNCI LMAN OH:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
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COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | wonan
Vaughn.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Council President
d ar ke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Aye.

The ayes are 16; the nays are
zero. A mgjority of all nmenbers having
voted in the affirmative, the bill
passes.

One second. | see that on ny
screen | have Council nenber Jones and
Counci | menber Thomas. WAs that a
m st ake?

Ckay. Thank you. Thank you.

M. Decker, please read the
title of Bill No. 220942.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance to
anend t he Phil adel phia Zoni ng Maps by
changi ng the zoni ng desi gnati ons of
certain areas of land |located within an
area bounded by Parksi de Avenue, 49th
Street, Jefferson Street, and 48th Street
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(ext ended).

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: This

bill having been read on two different
days, the question is shall the bill pass
finally.

M. Decker, please call the
roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | wonman
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | wonman
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
Driscol .

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | wonman
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | worman
G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man
Harrity.
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Johnson.

Lozada.

O Neill.

Phillips.

Squi | | a.

Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man Jones.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | worman

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci |l man Onh.
COUNCI LMAN COH:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nan

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nan

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | nan

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.
CH EF CLERK: Counci | woman
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Vaughn.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Council President
d arke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Aye.

The ayes are 16; the nays are
zero. A nmpjority of all nenbers present
voting in the affirmative, the bill
passes.

M. Decker, do you have any
addi ti onal resolutions?

CH EF CLERK: A resolution to
commenorate the closing of Relish, the
bel oved West Oak Lane institution,

I ntroduced today by Councilman Philli ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The

18 Chair recogni zes Councilman Philli ps.
19 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: | nove to
20 adopt the resol ution.
21 (Duly seconded.)
22 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
23 been noved and properly seconded.
24 Al'l in favor indicate by saying
25 aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and the resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
aut horizing the Conmttee on Children and
Youth to conduct hearings to exam ne the
state of Philadelphia's child welfare
wor kf orce, introduced today by Council man
Phillips.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Counci | man
Phillips.

18 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: | nove to
19 adopt the resol ution.
20 (Duly seconded.)
21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
22 been noved and properly seconded.
23 Al in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
25 (Aye.)

LEXI TAS

215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 70
1/ 26/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

1/ 26/ 23 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
recogni zi ng and honori ng the Phil adel phi a
Hi gh School for Grls onits
Dem sem sept cent enni al Anni versary -

175 years of academ c excell ence,
I ntroduced today by Councilwoman G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Councilwoman G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you, Council President. On behalf of all
the Grls' Hgh girls worldw de and all
the Grls' Hgh girls represented here
today, | nove the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
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been noved and properly seconded.

Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
recogni zi ng February 1 through 7, 2023,
as National Gun Violence Survivor Wek,

I n honor of survivors of gun violence and
the Iifelong burdens they carry,
I ntroduced today by Council man Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Counci|l President. | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's

been noved and properly seconded.
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Al in favor indicate by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
honoring the |ife and | egacy of South
Phi | adel phi a Legendary Di sc Jockey and
Entertai ner Jerry Blavat known as "The
Geator with the Heater" and "The Boss
with the Hot Sauce," introduced today by
Counci | man Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair agai n recogni zes Counci | nenber
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Council President. | ask for a nonent of
silence in the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Can
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we have a standi ng nonent of silence on

3 behal f of the Geator with the Heater, ny
4 man Pots and Pans.
5 (Monmrent of sil ence.)
6 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
7 notion carries. Thank you.
8 CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
9 recogni zi ng Berisford "BJ" Jones,
10 co-chair of the Phil adel phia Police
11 Department LGBTQ Liaison Commttee, for
12 his tireless efforts toward i nproving
13 rel ati ons between | aw enforcenent and the
14 communities they serve, introduced today
15 by Counci | woman Vaughn.
16 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
17 Chair recogni zes Counci | wonan Vaughn.
18 COUNCI LMOVAN VAUGHN:  1'd li ke
19 to have the resolution accept ed.
20 (Duly seconded.)
21 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
22 been noved and properly seconded.
23 Al in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
25 (Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
recogni zi ng and honoring Rodney Little
for his exenplary and outstandi ng service
as a dedicated mlitary officer and
public servant, introduced today by
Counci | man COh.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
Chair recogni zes Council man Ch.

COUNCI LMAN OH  Thank you,
Council President. M error. |
apol ogi ze. You know, Rodney Little is a
retired Sergeant Major, and he'd be
of fended to call himan Arny officer. So
| wll wthdraw that and reintroduce it
agai n next week.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Councilman, give us a notion
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to wthdraw
COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you. |
make a notion to w thdraw the resol ution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: It's
been noved and properly seconded.
All in favor indicate by saying
aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Those opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: The
ayes have it, and that resolution is
Wi thdrawn, to be reintroduced with the

appropriate nane at a | ater date.

18 Thank you, Counci |l man.

19 CH EF CLERK: There are no

20 ot her resolutions on the Final Passage

21 Cal endar, M. President.

22 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

23 Thank you very nuch.

24 That concl udes our Cal endar for

25 t oday, and we will npve to our speeches.
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Speeches on behal f of the
mnority?

| see none.

On behal f of the mpjority, the
Chair recogni zes Council man Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

Good norni ng, coll eagues.

| first want to take a nonent
to thank Council nenber Phillips as well
as Senator Saval, along with the staff of
Counci | renber Gaut hi er, Counci | menber
Brooks, as well as Senator Street for
attendi ng yesterday's debrief as it
relates to educators across the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

Yesterday we were able to
convene at an amazing facility, which is
the CCP, Community Coll ege of
Phi | adel phi a, canpus at West
Phi | adel phi a, and anybody who has not
been there, | highly recomend you visit
that facility to see the great work that

we' re doi ng.
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But we were able to have an
amazi ng conversati on yesterday where we
were able to listen to educators and
adm ni strators fromall across the Cty
to talk to us about sonme of the issues
that they're facing and sone of the
things that we can do to support them and
make their experience as well as the
experience of our children a little bit
better.

So | look forward to continuing
the good work as it relates to partnering
Wi th our educators in our schools, and I
| ook forward to our Commttee of the
Whol e conversation that's going to be
com ng January 31st where we wll be able
to have a collective dial ogue around the
state of our schools as well as what we
need to do noving forward.

There's no surprise to at | east
this legislative body and those across
the Gty of Phil adel phia that knows ne
that 1'ma big sports fan. | |ove

sports, fromelenentary school age all
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the way to professional athletes, and for
t hose who don't know, there's a huge gane
this weekend where I nhotep, which is a
Phi | adel phi a- based school, wll play
agai nst Canden, which is clearly in the
Cty of Canden.

Mysel f as well as Council nenber
G | nore Ri chardson, you, Counci l
President, as well as Council nenber Jones
went over to visit Canden to be able to
tal k about sone of the things that we
coul d col l aborate on and sonme of the
things that we could look at as it
relates to sone of the crinme that we have
in the Gty of Philadelphia. And clearly
| have a bias. | consider Canden a great
partner, but unfortunately this weekend
we're not going to be partners.

So | want to take a nonent to
chal | enge the Mayor of Canden as well as
the Canden City Council to a friendly
wager. O course here in Philadel phia
we're betting on Inmhotep, which is the
No. 16 in the entire country. Canden is
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the No. 11 teamin the entire country.
| Mot ep' s best player just recently took
over as the No. 1 player in the entire
country, and Canden's best player is now
the No. 2 player in the entire country.

So we can clearly see that we
have a lot of talent in the tri-state
area. | n Phil adel phia al one, we have
three teans that are ranked in the top 25
as it relates to boys basketball.

And so | chall enge Canden and
the Gty of Canden to a friendly bet to a
nice nmeal as well as a donation to their
favorite non-profit organi zati on based on
the wi nner of Saturday's outcone.

|f you don't know, St. Joe's
Uni versity is already sold out, and we
anticipate it being a great day in high
school sports. W haven't seen anything
like this in over a couple dozen years,
and so we anticipate it being an anazi ng
day.

Qut si de of that, another

I nportant thing that we have to consi der
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Is the nane, image, and |ikeness of all

t hese student athletes. | introduced the
Nl L protection bill in our |ast Council
session, and we're still working

diligently with the private sector as
wel | as other stakeholders to make sure
t hat when we consider things like the
tri-state area having four teans in the
top 25, that we're understandi ng how
sports and athletics are changi ng, and
we're doing everything in our power to
protect the nost vul nerable.

Thank you, Council President.

Thank you, coll eagues, and
hopefully the Cty of Canden accepts our
friendly wager.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Al
right. Thank you. Thank you,
Counci |l man. Looking forward to that one.

The Chair recogni zes Council man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President.

| want to acknow edge the work
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t hat was done by nenbers of Council, in
particul ar Council menber Johnson, on
pul ling together a mayoral forum ast
week that focused on gun viol ence,
prevention of crinme, and narrowy
tail ored the questions to the prospective
100t h nayor to say what are you going to
do about it. Everybody knows the
probl ens. They're chronicled, but the
sol utions needed to be heard by the
audi ence.

| want to thank the
st akehol ders who put together really good
guestions, insightful questions, to
create that kind of dial ogue, and,
finally, the audi ence which was
standi ng-roomonly, like the fire marshal
had to keep peopl e out.

So the interest in the topic
was there, but what was noticeable to ne
was that they were so quiet. There
wasn't a bunch of cheering. There wasn't
a bunch of booing. What there was was a

| ot of listening, and people want to hear
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solutions to that.

So to that end, one of the
things we do is we pass |aws, we pass
resol uti ons, we have hearings about the
topi ¢ of gun violence, the topic of
crime. But what we al so nust do, and
particularly during the tinme of budget,
IS go back to exam ne our work to see how
I t's working.

Four topics that I'll be
| ooking to departnents to get a sense of
I's, nunber one, we passed the bill for
red flag | aws, common sense gun | aw t hat
says that if soneone states that they are
going to be a threat to you, thenselves,
and others, that we have the right to
confiscate firearns in their possession
until there is a hearing to determ ne
their aptitude, attitude about owning a
gun.

We know donesti c viol ence,
usual ly people say what they're going to
do. Sonetinmes we need to believe them

So we want to check with Police and the
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District Attorney to see if those | aws
are wor ki ng.

Second followup is, we passed
a bill on lost and stolen guns. That's
common sense gun laws that this body took
the step to procure the law, and now it's
possi bly hung up in state court. W need
to revisit that to nake sure that they
understand that, you know, this isn't
academc. Qur |ives depend on these
| ssues.

The third conponent of
followng up to public safety is sone of
t hese ganes of chance that are in a | ot
of those stores, corner stores, that are
a bait for crine, that there are people
that stal k these stores where these ganes
of chance are and when Ms. Smth hits
t he nunber, they know, they nake a call,
they tell what they may have on, and they
have been victins of crine.

W need to again get a ruling
fromthe Pennsylvania courts to say do we

have the right to license these people?
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Do we have the right to even know where
t he machi nes are placed? Do we have the
right to tax themand to nmake sure that
they are responsible, responsible
nei ghbors in our community?

So these are things that we
need to focus on.

And, finally, we did a hearing
on di sinvestnment of our city tax dollars
to any business that invests in firearns.
We should not, we cannot allow for the
busi ness of violence to be conducted and
I n fact supported by our tax dollars.

So these four things,

foll owups that we took initiative on,
t ook action on, we want to nmake sure that
if there is a law and no one enforces it,
Is there really a | aw?

So thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you, Council man, and
t hank you for your all's continued good
wor K.

The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | woman Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President, and good
af t ernoon, everyone.

Last week, Majority Leader
Jones and | introduced a bill proposing
an extension of the M xed-Incone
Nei ghbor hoods Overlay and TOD Overl ay
across a stretch of West Market Street
that he and | share. W are taking this
step to be proactive about ensuring that
af f ordabl e housing will continue to exi st
along this vital transit-oriented
corridor for decades to cone.

| am al so pl eased to report
that wwthin the existing M xed-Incone
Nei ghbor hoods Overlay, there are
currently permts in process that wl|
create 325 new housing units. These
permts range fromprojects as small as
ten units, M N s floor, and as high as
150 units. And because of MN, these
permts wll generate 65 new affordable
units, 42 in the Third District and 23 in
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the Seventh District. That neans that
within the first few nonths of its
exi stence, the M xed-I1nconme Nei ghbor hoods
Overlay wll generate nore genuinely
affordable units than in the first three
years of the optional m xed-incone
housi ng section of the Code cityw de. |
hope that this shows that this overlay
does not halt devel opnent.

Because sone have chal | enged
the legitimcy of MN by demandi ng that
It generate new hones within an
unrealistically short tinmeframe, | urge
t hese skeptics to al so neasure the inpact
of traditional market-rate real estate
devel opnent on our nei ghbor hoods.

So let's pause and do that for
a nonent. Before MN, rents in Wst
Phi | adel phia surged by 200 to
300 percent, even as hundreds of units
cane online inside the overlay's
boundari es every year, alnost none of
them af fordable. At the sane tine,

gentrification and skyrocketing costs
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pushed half of the Bl ack popul ati on east
of 52nd Street out of the Third District.
And many devel opers prioritize mlKking as
much profit out of our nei ghborhoods as
possi bl e at the expense of working-cl ass
Bl ack and brown residents whose famlies
call ed West Philly honme for generations.

These are outcones that also
deserve to be scrutinized, and when they
are, it becones clear that the status quo
was endangering the vitality of our
nei ghbor hoods.

| created M N as a pathway to
ensure the market worked al ongsi de rat her
t han agai nst our community, and today
we're showing that MN is doing just
that. Because even after the reduction
of the cityw de tax abatenent and rising
construction costs and inflation, the
real estate process inside the overlay
conti nues.

Utimtely we nust give the
M xed- I ncome Nei ghborhoods Overlay tine

to work, but signs point in the right
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direction, and | could not be nore

3 exci t ed.
4 Even though 65 affordabl e hones
5 and 260 market-rate ones barely scratch
6 the surface of the City's need, it's a
7 wel come sign that the overlay wll
8 generate deeply affordable hones in sone
9 of West and Sout hwest's nost hi gh-anenity
10 nei ghbor hoods and debunks the clai mthat
11 no devel opnent i s happening inside the
12 overl ay.
13 Engaging in unfair, biased
14 scrutiny of a policy that has been in
15 effect for six nonths will do nothing to
16 end our housing affordability crisis.
17 What will is bold action. Wat will is
18 partnership. Wat will is a commtnent
19 that all Phil adel phians deserve a
20 high-quality place to live in a
21 nei ghbor hood of opportunity.
22 | ook forward to working with
23 ny col | eagues, the conmmunity, and all
24 wi | ling stakeholders to do just that.
25 Thank you.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

3 Thank you, Council woman.

4 The Chair recogni zes Council man

5 Phil lips.

6 COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Thank

7 you, Council President.

8 This week has been a wonderf ul

9 week for nme, because | had an opportunity

10 to spend a lot of tinme in our district

11 | ear ni ng about i nportant issues that are

12 really vital to the preservation of the

13 quality of life of the Ninth District.

14 Last week | said to all of us

15 here today that | vow to be a

16 Counci | menber that will not only be a

17 person that will work to press forth

18 I ssues in the comunity that we believe

19 are inportant but, nost inportantly, ['m

20 a Council menmber who will always listen

21 and al ways vow to make sure that we do

22 what our nei ghbors are asking us to do in

23 terns of service.

24 One of the nodels that | have,

25 and |'ve learned this -- I'ma student of
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history. | have a nodel that | try to
| ead by, Council President, also
col |l eagues, in all the work that | do.
I n South Kenya they ask this question
every single day anong -- as a greeting.
It is: How are the children?

It is a greeting that is vital
to the state of that region, only because
when they ask that particular question,

t hey' re asking that question because they
want to ask everyone that they greet with
t hat question instead of saying hello,
what's up, how is your day, they want to
know what did you do today for the state
of our children.

When | decided that | wanted to
be in this role of Gty Council, | had no
ot her individual, no other population, no
ot her agenda in mnd but what are we
doing for our children, because we can't
tal k about our future unless we are
wor ki ng towards i nproving our future.

When | was in youth devel opnent

as an educator hel ping young people to go
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to coll ege and get careers after high

3 school, as well as a teacher and al so

4 hel pi ng t hem becone civically engaged, |

5 wor ked 24/ 7 to make sure our young people

6 were at an excellent state. You can ask

7 anybody around the City of Phil adel phia

8 who knows ne. They know that it's true.

9 | now work 24/7 for our

10 comunity, our entire conmunity in the

11 Ninth District, because at the end of the

12 day, when our conmunity thrives, our

13 children thrive.

14 So | say to you today, | would

15 | i ke for us as a collective body in 2023

16 to continue with that m ndset of I|ike

17 what are we doing for our children. |

18 will not only ask that question to us, |

19 will continue to ask that question to

20 residents in our neighborhoods. | wll

21 ask that question to our staff. \What

22 have we done each day for our children by

23 aski ng the question how are the children.

24 This week al one, | found out

25 about -- |earned even nore about -- not
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even found about, knew about these
i ssues. | learned even nore about issues
that were inpacting our conmunity and our
chi | dren.

Nunmber one, our social workers.
This is why we introduced this
resolution. Qur social workers who are
wor ki ng every single day for our children
are suffering. They have hi gh casel oads.
They have | ow salaries, and the
Adm nistration is having a hard tine
finding social workers. W're having a
hard tine -- yesterday | was at an
amazi ng session with Council nenber | saiah
Thomas who | ed this Education Conmttee
wor ki ng session in Wst Phil adel phia, and
one of the things that we found out from
the teachers there is that our children
need social workers in our schools.

We're also | earning that our
chil dren need social workers every day,
but there's a lack of social workers that
are protecting their nental health.

What are we doing every day to
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make sure that we're increasing the

3 popul ation of social workers and naking

4 sure that they have good salaries so they

5 can work for our children?

6 The second thing that we're

7 al so learning is that our schools need

8 hi gh-quality prograns and non-profits and

9 organi zati ons and nentorship. W talk

10 about a village, but one of the things I

11 have to enphasize is that | know t hat

12 there's sone Council nenbers, including

13 Counci | mrenber Thomas and anong nmany

14 ot hers, who have visited schools

15 t hr oughout their district or throughout

16 the Gty of Philadelphia. | inplore, |

17 ask that all of us do a better job with

18 | ncreasi ng our presence in our school s,

19 because our presence alone is enough to

20 be a village for our children as our

21 col | eagues.

22 And then, lastly, | think it's

23 also really inportant that we think about

24 our City workers. Many of us, we work

25 around here every single day. | went to
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a neeting with a | ocal the other day and
| actually found sonething out that |
knew but it becane nore apparent for ne.
There are poor working conditions.
There's poor salaries for a | ot of our
Cty workers, and they are taking care of
our children. They can't even get the
homes that they need to take care of our
chi | dren.

And t hen SEPTA this week, nmany
peopl e don't know, 26 routes are being up
for consideration of being cut through
t he SEPTA Bus Revol ution. W have to
t hi nk about how that inpacts our seniors,
our di sabled and, nost inportantly, our
chil dren, because their safety is really
| nportant.

So | say this to you today as
we think about bills and resol utions for
next week and the weeks to cone, let's
al ways have our children in mnd. | know
soneti mes we get bogged down with a | ot
of different issues that are com ng

across our desks, but | think it's
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| nportant that whatever we do, we do it
for the sake of our children.

And | want you to know that |'m
t hankful that people have reached out to
me, people have contacted ne, and |
continue to go out to the residents,

I ncluding recently I went to Sanmuel Fels
Hi gh School, and | just got to say, they
got this beautiful shirt right here | ast
week in Northeast Philadel phia. And |

| earned a | ot about their need for
apprenticeshi p prograns and support,
which | also read recently that
Counci |l wonman Kathy G | nore R chardson and
Counci | man | sai ah Thomas went to
Strawberry Mansi on Hi gh School, al ong
with you, Councilman C arke, to really
support apprenticeship prograns for our
chi | dren.

So | want our city to know t hat
there are our colleagues, there are City
Counci | renbers who are doi ng work for our
children, but | know when things get

t ough and we get bogged down, let's keep
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t hat question, how are the children, in
mnd in everything that we do and nake
sure that we are always focusing on the
I ssues 24/7 to really fix all these
| ssues that are really inpacting the City
of Phi | adel phi a.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you so nuch, Council man. Thank

you.
The Chair recognizes Council man
Harrity.
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Counci |
President, 1'd just |like to reiterate

what ny col | eague Council man Phillips has
said. | actually do get up every norning
and ask nyself what can | get for the
ki ds of Phil adel phia today. The problem
I's, the kids in my neighborhood in
Phi | adel phia are not getting an honest
shake.

Last week | had two ki ds shot
at the top of ny street, over 60 rounds
fired. Last night | got hone to a kid
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who was shot at the corner store as he
was comng out. | don't know whether it
was i ntended or whether he was just an
| nnocent bystander com ng out of a store.

Wil e everybody in this roomis
affected by gun violence, | really live
wth it on a daily basis. It's in ny
m nd every day. And, you know, the
peopl e being shot in nmy nei ghborhood are
ki ds, and even worse, they're being shot
by other kids. This is unacceptable.

And, you know, | was gl ad that
Councilman Phillips is putting that into
everybody's head. | think we should
absolutely cone in here every day and say
what can we do to nmake the children of
Phil adel phia's life just a little bit
better.

They' re not asking for nuch.
They just need to feel safe. And | feel
it. | don't feel safe. | don't feel
safe right now in Philadel phia, in ny
nei ghbor hood, in countless ot her
nei ghbor hoods. W need to get a handle
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on this, and I'mjust asking all ny
col | eagues to think of what Council nman
Phillips just said and let's think about
the kids every day and see what we can do
to make their lives better, because as we
heard earlier, they are our future, and
we need to give thema future. So | just
ask that everybody think about that a
little bit.

And t hank you, Council
President, for letting ne speak.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. Thank you, Councilman. It's
on our mnds every day all day.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | woman Vaughn.

COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Thank
you, M. President.

No one has to tell ne or any
Phi | adel phi an how i nportant this city is
to the fabric of our nation's history,
nor question the pride we have as
residents of the birthplace of denocracy.

This resolution that |
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I ntroduced today reasserts the inportance
of that pride and historical significance
and conveys how adherent the Union
League' s deci sion, despite our opposition
fromover 100 of its nenbers, is to honor
a man who has di sregarded and
di srespected so nuch about what nakes us
who we are as Anericans.

Governor Ron DeSantis received
t he Union League's Gold Medal, an award
first given to President Abraham Lincol n,
j uxt apose the actions of a President
whose | andmark actions led to the
emanci pati on of hundreds and thousands of
ensl aved African Anmericans across the
country with those of a prospective
presi dential candidate of the sane party
who vi ews educati on about the Bl ack
experi ence as unconstitutional.

Now, consi der the deeds of the
so-call ed patriot who inhibits the
ability of children to learn how to be
productive nenbers of society while their

uni que sel ves by banni ng books from
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schools and libraries and stroking fear
of being true to yourself via such
policies as "don't say gay."

Consi der the needs of a man who
refuses to uphold the sanctity of
denocracy by supporting the big lie and
arresting fornmerly incarcerated
I ndi vi duals who wi sh to reenter and
contribute to society by exercising their
civic duty.

Hol di ng public office is an
honor and a privilege that shoul d be
reserved for those who truly have the
best interest of people at heart and want
to pronote equitable change, those who
enbody the neaning of service in every
way.

It should not be taken for
granted or abused by elitists or the
weal t hi est Anericans sinply | ooking for
sonething to do with their spare tine.
| n other words, having noney does not
make you fit to run for public office.

The Uni on League's decision to
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award their nost distinguished honor to
this type of person flies in the face of
everything we strive to protect,
everything that nmakes us Aneri cans.

That's why | am proud to
co-sponsor this resolution with ny
col | eague Counci | nenber Kenyatta Johnson
and all other nenbers that signed on
condemmi ng an organi zation as well as all
t hose who support it that clains to
uphol d our denocratic ideals, yet has
exal ted soneone who has underm ned those
| deal s and singled out marginalized
groups tine and tine again.

| call on anyone who val ues our
denocracy, who holds a Union League
menber shi p, has held events or socialized
there frequently to cut all ties with
them i mmedi atel y.

Let's be crystal clear. This
I's not how we unify our people but is
exactly how one sows further discord, and
t he Uni on League shoul d be ashaned to be
a part of that.
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Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you, Councilwonman. So true.

That concl udes our speeches
today on behalf of the mnority and the
majority, and wwth that, the Chair
recogni zes Councilman Squilla for a
notion to adj ourn.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Oh,
| "' msorry.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  I'"m sorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: Is
this button working, because nothing is
regi stering.

W have a little technol ogy
I ssue. We'll figure it out.

The Chair recogni zes Council man

Driscoll.
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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Thank
you, M. President.

Today Counci |l nenber Harrity,
nysel f, and our co-sponsors introduced a
resol ution calling upon the Pennsyl vani a
General Assenbly to allow Cities and
Counties of the First Class to set their
own M ni num wages.

As a former nenber of the
Pennsyl vani a House of Representatives,
there are few things that are nore
di verse in needs than the m ni nrum wage
across our Commonweal t h.

Whil e all Pennsyl vani ans f eel
t he burden of inflation, those in our
Commonweal t h' s econom ¢ engi ne sinply
must pay nore to reside here than in nmany
ot her communities. According tothe MT
Li vi ng WAge Cal cul ator, two roonmates
working full time trying to live in
Phi | adel phi a nust each earn roughly 11.8
percent nore than if they resided in
Mfflin County, based on their 2019

analysis. \Wile even Mfflin County, one
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of the |owest cost of living counties in
our Commonwealth, is still not properly
served by our current federal m ninmm
wage, the issue is particularly acute in
our city.

Once again, M. President, we
call upon the Pennsyl vani a Gener al
Assenbly to do what 55 cities and
counti es have done across the nation and
allow cities and counties to enact their
own m ni numwage | aws. Fourteen years is
far too | ong.

And on another matter, if |
may, M. President, | want to recogni ze
the Lunar New Year. You may see this
gol d object on ny desk here. It was a

gift fromthe Asian community to ne this

week. It signifies the Year of the
Rabbit. And on January 22nd and
t hroughout the | ast week, | cel ebrated

our entering into the Year of the Rabbit

al ongsi de many residents of ny district.
We served our community when we

di stributed food at Cottman and Frankford

LEXI TAS
215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG 105
1/ 26/ 2023

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

1/ 26/ 23 - STATED - SPEECHES

and cl eaned up the area near Tacony
Bapti st Church. Househol ds across ny
district, this city, and our nation were
full of famly, friends, and | oved ones
with optimsmfor the year to cone.

Unfortunately, over this past
week, starting on the Lunar New Year,
menbers of the AAPI community were
targeted and attacked across the nation.

M. President, | request a
nmonment of silence for the 11 killed and
nine injured in Minterey Park,
California, for the seven agricultural
wor kers of Asian and Hi spani ¢ descent
murdered in Half Moon Bay, California,
and for the victins of the shooting at
Tokyo Foods in Evendal e, Onhio.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you.

May we pl ease have a standing
nmonent of sil ence.

(Monent of silence.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you, Counci |l man.
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Ckay. | believe that --

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Can |
just finish then?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE: [|'m
sorry, Council man?

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: My |
finish ny remarks?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Ckay. Are you finished? Oh, I'msorry.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Al nost.
Wth your perm ssion, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Counci |l man, you all are ny bosses.

What ever you wi sh to deci de.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Thank
you.

As | said when this body passed
nmy resol ution condeming anti-semtism
an attack on one faith is an attack on
all faiths. W nust do nore to protect
Asi an Anericans in our city and across
the country who are ever-nore
I ncreasi ngly being targeted.

| commend and repeat President
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Biden's call for a federal assault
weapons ban. | call upon the CGeneral
Assenbly of Pennsylvania to pass conmon
sense safety legislation, including safe
storage, no fly - no buy, lost and stol en
firearns reporting, and red flag | aws.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Q@uns in
t he hands of people who intend to use
themto harm intimdate, and kill
facilitate the high violent crine in our
city and across the nation. It is
i rresponsible to not allow this body to
pass legislation to protect its citizens
and, in turn, do nothing at the state
| evel .
| hope that this new season of
the General Assenbly is able to do better
and protect the people of Pennsyl vani a.
Thank you, M. President.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you. Thank you, Council man.
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(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
We're with you 1,000 percent.

Anyone el se?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
Thank you. | just want to nmake sure.

The Chair recognizes Council man
Squilla for a notion to adjourn.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, February 2nd,
2023 at 10:00 a. m

(Duly seconded.)

18 COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:
19 Thank you. It has been noved and
20 properly seconded that Council stand
21 adj ourned until Thursday, February 2nd,
22 2023, 10:00 a.m
23 Al in favor indicate by saying
24 aye.
25 (Aye.)
LEXI TAS

215-504- 4622




STATED MEETI NG
1/ 26/ 2023

109

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

1/ 26/ 23 - STATED - ADJOURNMENT

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

ayes have it. The notion carries.
Thank you all very nuch.

The

(Stated Meeting adjourned at

12:17 p.m)
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