Conmittee on Public Safety
11/ 27/ 2023

COUNCIL COF THE A TY COF PH LADELPH A
COW TTEE ON PUBLI C SAFETY

Renote | ocati on using M crosoft® Teans
Monday, Novenber 27, 2023
1: 00 p. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI LMAN CURTI S JONES, JR, CHAIR
COUNCI LMAN KENYATTA JOHNSQON, VI CE-CHAI R
COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROOKS

COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER

COUNCI LMAN JI M HARRI TY

COUNCI LWOVAN QUETCY M LOZADA

COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS

BI LLS: 230571, 230699, 230700
RESOLUTI O\ 230793

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Public Safety
11/ 27/ 2023

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Good
afternoon, everyone. This is the
Committee on Public Safety, Novenber
15, 2022 -- 3, 2023. And we wll be
reviewing the followng bills: Bill
Nos. 230699, 23067 -- 230700 as wel |
as Resol ution No. 230793. | think
there's another bill nunber there --
oh, yes, 230571

M. dass, would you pl ease
take and do the roll call for ne.

THE CLERK: Yes,

M. Chai r man.

Counci | mrenber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Good
afternoon, M. Chair and col | eagues.
Present.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Good
af t er noon.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Good
nor ni ng, everyone. | am present and

accounted for.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Menber
Harrity, how are you?

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Good.
Thank you. | don't know why ny
canera isn't comng on. OCh, it
woul d help if | take the cover off.
There you go.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Good
norni ng or good afternoon, M. Chair
and nenbers of the community. | am
present .

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Good
af t er noon.

THE CLERK: Counci | mnenber
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
afternoon, M. Chair. Good
afternoon, coll eagues. |'m present.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Good
aft er noon.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Good
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afternoon, M. Chair and col | eagues.
"' m present.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Good
afternoon, Menber Brooks.

Ckay. A quorum has been
established. M. Gass, wll you
pl ease read the titles of the bills
and resolutions that we are having
our hearing on today.

THE CLERK: Yes. M. Chair,
before | do that, can | read the
requi red announcenent ?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  That
woul d hel p.

THE CLERK: Thank you,

M. Chairman.

| understand that state | aw
currently requires that the
fol |l owi ng announcenent be nmade at
t he begi nning of every renote public
hearing as follows: Due to the
current public health enmergency,
City Council meetings are currently
neeting renotely. W are using

M crosoft Teans to nmake these renote
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heari ngs possi bl e.

Instructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testi nony of public hearings of
Council Commttees are included in
the public hearing notices that are
published in the Daily News,

I nquirer and Legal Intelligencer
prior to the hearings and can al so
be found on PHLCouncil.com

Everyone who has been
invited to the neeting to testify
shoul d be aware that this public
hearing is being recorded. Because
the hearing is public, participants
and vi ewers have no reasonabl e
expectation of privacy. By
continuing to be in the neeting, you
are consenting to being recorded.

Additionally, prior to
Counci | renber Jones recogni zi ng
Menbers for the questions or
comments they have for the
wi tnesses, | will note for the

record at this tinmne we wll use the
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chat feature available in Mcrosoft
Teans to allow Menbers to signify
that they wish to be recognized. In
order to conply with the Sunshi ne
Act, the chat feature nust only be
used for this purpose. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  ( Mut ed) .

THE CLERK: M. Chairnman,
you're on nute.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. G ass. WIIl you now read
the titles of the bills and
resol utions to be heard today.

THE CLERK: Yes,

M. Chairman.

Bill No. 230571, anendi ng
Chapter 9-3500 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "Fair Crim nal Record
Screeni ng Standards,” to add
provi sions regardi ng the
consi deration of convictions that
result in exoneration and nake
rel ated techni cal changes, all under
certain terns and conditions.

And Bill No. 230699,
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anendi ng Chapter 9-5900 of The

Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled

“Prohi bition on Certain Ganbling
Machi nes and Skills Ganes," to add
addi ti onal prohibitions and provide
for renedies, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

And Bill No. 230700,
anmending Title 9 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "Regul ati on of
Busi ness Trades and Professions,” to
add a new Chapter creating penalties
for trespassing in retai
establ i shnents, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

And finally Resol ution No.
230793, authorizing the City Council
Commttee on Public Safety to hold
heari ngs exam ni ng the use of
vehicle imobilizing "w ndow
barnacl es" as a formof predatory
parking by private entities to
understand the inpact they have on
Phi | adel phi a's residents.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
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you, M. Gass. W wll proceed
wi th Menber |saiah Thomas's bill.

And before we listen to
wi tnesses, |I'd |like to recognize
Menber Thomas for any comments t hat
he has before we begin.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, M. Chair. You nust have read
nmy mnd. And good norning,
col | eagues -- good afternoon,
col | eagues.

Today we're | ooking at the
Exonerated Justice | egislative
proposal that | introduced into
Council a few weeks ago. And the
reason we introduced the package of
bills is because we | ooked at sone
of the issues that we were facing as
it relates to peopl e being
exonerated. \Wen people serve their
termof jail and they're rel eased
fromprison, there are a nunber of
resources that are out there that
exist to help themfromanything to

housing to health care and things of
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that capacity.

Wiile we can still do nore
for those returning citizens, we
have to begin to think about the
denogr aphi ¢ of people who are
exoner ated, people who the |aw
essentially see was incarcerated
wrongful Iy and recogni zi ng when
people are rel eased, it doesn't
always lead to a lawsuit or a
significant payday. And even in
t hose cases when that does happen,
there's a tine between when that
takes place and that person being
rel eased and hopeful ly having an
effective transition back into
soci ety.

So today we are specifically
| ooki ng at the enpl oynent conponent.
The bill | ooks to address educati on,
housi ng, a stipend and just overall
general support. But today we're
specifically | ooking at the
enpl oynent conponent of this

particular bill, and we're | ooking
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to anend | egislation to include
exonerated individuals to be a part
of the initiative that's already
existing to renove barriers from
enpl oynent for people who have been
exoner at ed.

So, M. Chair, thank you for
allowng ne to take the tinme to just
give a few brief remarks before we
listen to testinony around this
bill. 1 also want to thank the
Public Defender's Ofice, Conmunity
Legal Services as well as the
Pennsyl vani a | nnocence Project for
partnering wiwth ny office to put
toget her what we feel was a
necessary package of bills.

Thank you, M. Chair. And
t hank you col | eagues for supporting
this initiative.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, Menber Thomas. And | just want
to say that it's ironic that we were
editing the recommendati ons fromthe

Crine Summt. And one of those
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I ssues was related to returning
citizens and how they are
matri cul ated back into society, what
help is there for themas they do so
and renoving barriers to enpl oynent
and housing and things |ike that.

So this is right on tine and
forward-thi nking, so thank you.

Are there any ot her nenbers
of the Commttee who wi sh to comrent
on --

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

M. Chair, | just also want to thank
the Police Accountability Project as
well too for partnering with us on
this particular bill. | want to say
t hank you for your remarks. And

t hank you for your continued
support, M. Chair. W appreciate
you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: W
continue to work. The work
conti nues.

So with that, are there any

ot her Menmbers who wi sh to have an
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openi ng statenent on this particul ar
bill?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Seei ng
none, M. dass, wll you pl ease
list the first group to testify.

THE CLERK: Yes,

M. Chai r man.

Qur first witness wll be
Kei sha Hudson, Chief Defender of the
Def ender Associ ati on of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Are you
connected, Ms. Hudson -- there you
go. How are you?

PUBLI C DEFENDER HUDSON:  |'m
good. Good to see everyone. Hope
you all had a | ovely Thanksgi vi ng
holiday to cel ebrate. Good
afternoon on behal f of the Defender
Associ ation of Phil adel phia. | want
to thank Council nmenber Thomas for
inviting us to testify about an
i ssue that is very critical to our

wor k as public defenders, and that
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Issue is mnimzing the permnent
damage that the justice system does
to individuals and their famlies
and communi ti es.

The Defender Association
fully supports adding fornerly
i ncarcerated individuals to Bill No.
230571, adding the Fair Chance
Hi ring conmponent to the Exonerated
Justice legislation. There is anple
research that shows that one of the
bi ggest obstacles to enploynent is a
crimnal record. And if we truly
bel i eve that people who have served
their tine deserve second chances,
then we nust all do what we can to
ensure that they have access to
housi ng, education and j obs.

Qur work on behal f of people
accused of crine consistently shows
us that a lack of economc
opportunity is a primary driver of
deci sions to engage i n unl awf ul
activities. Building stronger,

safer communities starts with naking
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sure that every citizen has a chance
to fully participate in our |ocal
econony.

Amendi ng the Fair Chance
Hring legislation is a strong step
forward in ensuring that returning
citizens have a real chance to |ift
t hensel ves out of poverty and build
a better future for thensel ves and
their famlies. Once again, we are
i mrensely grateful to Council nenber
Thomas and all of the City Council
for continuing to re-imgine public
safety by steering people away from
the justice systemand to rea
opportunities. Thank you very nuch,
and the Defender Association is
thrilled to be in support of this
I nportant | egislation.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So what |
woul d ask -- thank you for that.
Thank you for the work that you do
and the space that you do it. Gve
me for nmy Menbers what would this

| egi slation do to hel p people not to
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reci di vat e?

PUBLI C DEFENDER HUDSON:

Wll, it's significantly inportant
for our clients who are com ng back
home. We see a couple of drivers in
ternms of their decision to engage in
unl awful activity. Enploynent and
housi ng; housing is a significant

i ssue for our clients. W have up
to 20 percent of our clients who are
housi ng i nsecure, and many of those
clients need that stable housing in
order to find good enploynent, in
order to find enploynent that's
going to conpensate themin a way
that they can afford to nmaintain
that housing and afford to support
thensel ves and their famlies.

A good-paying job is
everything. The Defender
Association is very proud that we
have several returning citizens who
work for this organization. And
t hanks to the support of you and the

City Council nenbers we were able to
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raise their salaries quite a bit in
the last two years from $29,000 to a
starting salary of $40,000, which is
what our starting salary is here.

By no neans is that enough,
but that allows the people here on
our teamto be able to support
t hensel ves and their famlies and to
stay on the path of being a
preventive nmenber of the
Phi | adel phia conmunity. And so,
addressing these issues to give
better chances on education, housing
and ultimately enpl oynent really
sets our clients up for success.

It is also a generational
i ssue. As you know, Council nenber,
a lot of our clients had famly
menbers who thenselves were in the
crimnal justice system and they,

t hensel ves, followed down that path.
And so, to really inpact public
safety we have to do all that you
can to set up our returning citizens

for success because it's inportant
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for themand their future
gener ati ons.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  So,
Menber Thomas, one of the things
that we heard in the Crinme Sunm t
was that at one point when people
were rel eased fromincarceration,
and that goes for upstate and
| ocally, that they weren't always
given the type of help that keeps
themfromhaving to conmt nore
crimes. One case was that people
that were released, and | think the
nunber is sonewhere in the
nei ghbor hood of 500 a week, that
come back fromupstate were given
enough car fare to get to
Nor ri st own.

And | don't know if that is
the sane today but that was
concerning, that if you had just
enough transportation dollars to get
to Norristown and you lived in
Philly, then what? So I don't know

how t hat wor ked. But al so nore
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| ocally up on State Road, people
were rel eased at different hours of
the norning and sonetines 2:00 in
the norning. And if you got
arrested in the summer and you were
wearing shorts, that that did not
necessarily equip you for w nter
weat her when you were rel eased.

So | don't know if any of
this can inpact any of that, but I
know it woul d hel p the average
person to be able to at |east get
back to famliar surroundings. And
If so, not conmmit a crinme on the
way.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, M. Chair. | think that your
concern is on point. W' ve seen a
few dozen peopl e who's been
exonerated over the |ast couple of
years. And at the end of the day
we' re over 35 people who have been
exoner ated, specifically |ooking at
cases involving the Gty of

Phi | adel phia. W want to begin to
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get ahead of the curb. And at the
end of the day, we're seeing nore
and nore cases as it relates to
peopl e who were wongfully
convi ct ed.

And so, because we're seeing
this happening in small nunbers in
conpari son to sone of the other
i ssues that's dealing with the
crimnal justice reform but because
it's happening it's putting us in a
position where we have to assure
t hat as government because
governnment made the m stake, that
there are adequate resources to
all ow people to transition there.

So as far as bus fare, this
| egi sl ation doesn't directly cover
t hat conponent specifically, but it
does tal k about providing a stipend
fromthe Cty of Philadel phia
specifically com ng out of the
General Fund to be able to support
fol ks who have been exonerated. It

tal ks about housi ng and educati on
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and ot her resources to put people in
a position to get their life on
track. Because at the end of the
day, we can't give themthat tine
back that they've lost serving in a
prison and serving a sentence for a
crime that they did not conmt. So
| think that's a conmponent of this
| egi sl ati on.

| just want to rem nd the
| i steni ng audi ence, | know ny
col | eagues know this, but we want to
just remnd folks that this is in
support of people who never
commtted the crinme in the first
pl ace. And because the nunbers are
increasing as it relates to the
nunmber of people who are being
exonerated, we're obligated to step
in and provide resources to those
peopl e because that's the humane
thing to do.

| don't know if you want to
add anyt hi ng, Chi ef Public Defender.

But | hope that addresses sone of
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the things you communi cat ed,
M. Chair.

PUBLI C DEFENDER HUDSON: And
| just wanted to add that there are
nore and nore of our clients who are
com ng hone who as you said,
Counci | member Thonas, have never
commtted the crinme and have | ost
years of their |life, which not just
only inpacts thembut also their
famlies. And so, given the support
that they need when they cone hone
iIs really, really key to ensuring
that they can continue to work,
continue to support their famlies.
And it goes a long way | think,
starting to repair the harmthat
t hey' ve experienced at the hands of
the crimnal justice system

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | totally
concur. One of the things that you
often hear is that when soneone's
i ncarcerated, they can | ose their
job, they can | ose their apartnent,

they can lose their famly
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rel ationshi ps based on an
accusation. So these kinds of
softer | andi ngs when the Gty of
Phi | adel phia or the state is wong
and we' ve wongfully accused
sonebody goes a long way to maki ng
amends. So thank you for that.

Are there any other
qguestions fromthe panel ?

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:

M. Chair, | just want to note for
the record Council man Johnson is
present .

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, Council man Johnson, Vice-Chair
Johnson. You got your script?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: One
second.

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Johnson is being set up as we speak.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Al
right. Thank you so nmuch. |If there
are no other questions for this
Wi t ness, the next person to testify,

M. d ass.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Public Safety
11/ 27/ 2023

23

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

PUBLI C DEFENDER HUDSON:
Thank you, Council nenber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you.

THE CLERK: M. Chair, our
next witness is Kia Chee.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Are you
connect ed?

MS. GHEE: Yes, |'m here.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: CGood
af t er noon.

M5. GHEE: (Good afternoon.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Pl ease
state your nane for the record and
begi n your testinony.

M5. GHEE: Good afternoon
and thank you, Chairman Jones and
menbers of the Commttee on Public
Safety, for inviting ne to testify
today in support of this bill. MW
nanme is Kia CGhee and I amthe
Executive Director for the
Phi | adel phi a Conm ssi on on Human
Rel ati ons. Qur agency adm nisters

and enforces the Fair Practices
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ordi nance, a | aw which prohibits
di scrim nation in housing,
enpl oynent, public accommobdati ons
and delivery of Gty services.

W al so enforce the Fair
Crim nal Records Screening Standards
Act, which is also known as Ban the
Box and now known across the nation
as the Fair Chance Hiring law. That
law is found in Chapter 9-3500 of
The Phil adel phia Code. The Fair
Chance Hiring | aw conbats the
mul ti pl e enpl oynent obstacl es that
people with crimnal records may
experience when they are seeking
enpl oynent by prohibiting questions
about their crimnal background on
their job applications or during
their first interview

It al so prohibits enployers
from consi dering convictions that
are over seven years old and
requi res an individualized
assessnent of an applicant's

suitability for enploynent. Over
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the years the Phil adel phia Fair
Practi ces ordi nance has been anended
numerous tinmes as necessary to
address the injustices and advance
civil rights protections that
reflect the reality of our tines
here at Phil adel phia. That is what
brings nme to testify today. Wth

t he adoption of the proposed
amendnent, Phil adel phia has the
opportunity to expand protections
for returning citizens and

strengt hen existing protections for
those with crimnal records.

Thi s proposed anmendnent
explicitly prohibits an enpl oyer
from considering a conviction which
was | ater overturned in an
exoneration. This is inportant
because every year innocent people
are incarcerated for crines that
they did not conmt and others are
wrongfully convicted. The Nati onal
Regi stry of Exonerations states that

an exoneration occurs when a person

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Public Safety
11/ 27/ 2023

26

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

who has been convicted of a crine is
officially cleared based on new
evi dence of their innocence.

So far in the United States
2624 peopl e have been exonerated
since 1989. 367 of whom have been
exonerated with the use of DNA
evi dence. That being said, as has
al ready been stated, we know t hat
having a crimnal record of arrest
or conviction hinders an
i ndividual's job opportunities
despite their qualifications and
skills. Fornerly incarcerated
peopl e have an unenpl oynent rate of
over 27 percent, higher than the
total U S. unenpl oynment rate during
any historical period, including the
G eat Depression.

These inplications are even
nore heartbreaking for individuals
whose wongful crimnal conviction
is later overturned for exoneration.
For exanpl e, an individual convicted

of enbezzl enent or a crine of fraud
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m ght not be able to work in a
position of retail, handling noney
or other financial services and

i ndi vidual s charged with a crine of
assault or weapons offense who is

| at er exonerated may now be able to
apply for and be considered for
safety-sensitive positions, which
they were not previously have been
eligible to be hired for because of
their offense, and that woul d have
been no matter how old the offense
was that was on their record.

Since 2018 the District
Attorney's O fice has exonerated
dozens of people who were
i ncarcerated. People such as David
Spar ks who was 16 years old and
spent over 17 years in prison for a
murder that he did not commit.

Sher man McCoy, an individual wth
intellectual disability who was
sentenced to life without parole and
served nearly six years for a nurder

he did not commt or WIllie Stokes
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who was incarcerated for 41 years.
Wth this amendnment to the
Fair Chance Hring | aw, people |like
t hose who | nentioned would be able
to seek gai nful enploynent w thout
t he overshadowi ng of their
conviction. The Comm ssion fully
supports this anmendnent because it
IS yet another nmeasure to ensure
that all Phil adel phians have a fair
chance for enploynent in any sector,
I ncl udi ng education and health care.
Thank you for the opportunity to
testify, and | am happy to answer
any questions that you nay have.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
for your testinmony. And | would be
remss if | didn't nention Donna
Reed MIler, a fornmer nenber of
Council who initially introduced the
Ban the Box. | was on the Commttee
when she did so. Subsequently we
passed that and were able to anend
it to include college applications

and others. So this is an evol ution
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of the original |egislation, which
['"'m proud to hear that we are doing.
Wth that, your office has
the responsibility kind of
noni tori ng conpl ai nts when conpani es
do not conply with the Ban the Box.
So if sonebody applies for a job and
soneone had that box on there and
summarily rejected them from
enpl oynent, if those issues are
brought up to you, you have the
responsibility of dealing with it.
Have you had conplaints that fit
t hat paraneter?
MS. GHEE: Yes, Council man
Jones, we did have that problem
Not necessarily with the check mark
on the application because | think
t hrough advocacy a | ot of our
enpl oyers kind of know what they're
permtted to do. But we've had
I nstances over the |ast year where
appl i cants have had crim nal
inquiries that weren't rel evant |

woul d say to the job that they were
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applying for. And so, because

enpl oyers are required to do an

i ndi vi dual i zed assessnent, they
can't just summarily deny an
applicant a position just because
they have a crim nal background.
They have to offer that applicant a
chance to address anything that
shoul d be corrected on their
crimnal record.

They al so have to allow t hem
to be able to provide references and
job history that would speak to
their qualifications and/or
redenption since their conviction.
So it's been nore so those enpl oyers
who haven't done the next step,
whi ch is making sure that even
t hough a person may have a cri m nal
background check -- crimna
background rather, that crimna
background may not necessarily
prohi bit them from wor ki ng.

The one difference with this

particul ar amendnent is that as |
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said for certain fields, banking,
health care, safety-sensitive
positions, if there's a conviction,
they are allowed to consider that
just based on the type of work.
Under this particular anendnent, it
makes sure that if that person was
exoner ated neani ng that they were
i nnocent, that that can't be used
agai nst them

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you. Sonetines | wonder if the
col l oquy that judges give that for
the record they had to list two
peopl e taking a deal as they say,
all of the things once you are
convicted that you cannot do, the
200 different places, things you
cannot do, would you take that sane
deal. Wether it's living in public
housi ng or applying for a federal
|l oan for a small business, it's so
many di fferent boxes that get
sunmarily dism ssed fromthat Ban

the Box kind of thing. | wonder if
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j udges gave that colloquy and |et
t hem know woul d you still take the
deal, and that's a rhetorical
guesti on.

But I want to thank you for
your support and furthering Ban the
Box and now equi t abl e enpl oynent
options, and | want to just thank
you for the work you do and the
space that you do it.

M5. GHEE: Thank you,
Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Are there
any menbers of the Conmmttee who
W sh to question our wtness?

THE CLERK: Yes,

M. Chairman. Counci | menber
Johnson, would like to be
recogni zed.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Menber
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah,
thank you. | just wanted to comrend
Ms. Kia Ghee for her advocacy in

wor ki ng with the Human Rel ati ons
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Comm ssion and really taking it to
anot her level, particularly around
not only addressing those who are
returning citizens or those who are
involved in the crimnal justice
system but addressing the issue
around gun vi ol ence.

You and your team have taken
to the streets and addressed
nei ghbor hoods around the concept
around Peace Not Guns and | thank
you for your hard work and
dedication. And it's not what's
al ways associated with the Human
Rel ati ons Comm ssion, to be quite
frank.

And so, | just want to thank
you and your team for participating
in this hearing but nost inportantly
getting involved and addressing this
I ssue on the ground in our
nei ghbor hoods so we can create a
city that's safer for everyone and
that includes those who have been

involved in the crimnal justice
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system as well as preventing

i ndividuals fromgetting involved in
the crimnal justice system So |
just wanted to say thank you for
your hard work and your dedi cati on.
Thank you.

M5. GHEE: Thank you,
Counci | man Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You're
wel cone.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, Menber Johnson.

Any ot her questions for this
W tness, M. d ass?

THE CLERK: M. Chairman,
there are no other nenbers of
Council who wi sh to be recogni zed at
this tine.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
for your testinony and we appreciate
the work that you do.

M5. GHEE: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

M. dass, who is the next panel as

to testinony?
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THE CLERK: M. Chairman,
the final panelist for this bil
will be Ni|am Sanghvi .

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Are you
connected, sir?

M5. SANGHVI: Good
afternoon. |'m Ni|lam Sanghvi from
the --

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Oh,
am

M5. SANGHVI: No probl em
Pennsyl vani a I nnocence Project, and
we thank the Commttee and
Counci | man Thomas for entertaining
this legislation. The Pennsylvania
I nnocence Project is a nonprofit
dedi cated to exonerating peopl e
convicted of crines they didn't
commt, working to prevent the
convi ctions of innocent people from
happening in the first place and
hel pi ng those wongly convicted to
transition to freedom which is
really our topic here today.

Si nce 1989, there have been
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over 3400 exonerations in the United
States representing nore than 33,000
years of lives |ost of innocent
people to wongful incarceration.
122 of those exonerations took place
i n Pennsyl vani a, and 60 percent of

t he Pennsyl vani a exonerati ons were

i ndi vidual s convicted in

Phi | adel phia County. Qur project is
a statew de organi zati on, but the
maj ority of our cases are in

Phi | adel phi a.

W wel comed hone three
wrongly convi cted Phil adel phi ans
just this year and have two clients
whose convi ctions have been vacat ed
t hat we expect to cone hone soon.
Unfortunately, while it's joyful
when one is exonerated and wal ks
free, in Pennsylvania those
i ndi vidual s currently receive no
support fromthe governnent that
wrongfully convicted them

Pennsyl vania is one of only

13 states that provides no
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conpensation or re-entry services to
wrongly convicted individuals. The
vast majority of states, the
District of Colunbia and the federal
gover nnent of fer accommodati ons of
financi al support and ot her services
to those who are exonerated. Qur
clients and ot her innocent people
exonerated in Phil adel phia and the
rest of the Commonweal th don't have
access to the transition services
that m ght be avail able to other
returning citizens who are stil

under sone state or county
supervi si on.

The services that
Counci | renber Thomas has proposed
are a welconed first step in
remedying this issue in Philadel phia
County and ensuring that wongfully
convi cted Phil adel phi ans face fewer
barriers in attenpting to build
their lives. Qur clients have | ost
on average nore than 22 years each

to wongful incarceration, years
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t hat woul d have been spent going to
school, working and starting or
supporting their famlies. Having
easi er access to jobs and hiring
support wll help them make up for
that [ost tine.

Even though our clients are
exoner ated, enpl oyers | ooking at
their crimnal records or seeing
i nformation about their cases in the
newspaper don't necessarily know
what an exoneration is and they
still just see the word nurder and
stop there. This bill is hel pful
because it defines those terns and
makes cl ear what can and cannot be
considered in the hiring process.
And so, we really support at the
Pennsyl vani a I nnocence Project this
inportant first step for exonerated
I ndi vidual s in Philadel phia County.
And again, | thank the Conm tt ee.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
for your testinony. When soneone is

exoner ated and has been fal sely
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I ncarcerated, they still do have
| egal renedies to sue | would
i magi ne?

M5. SANGHVI: There is one
| egal current pathway currently in
Pennsyl vani a for those who have been
wrongfully convicted to sue. The
mai n pathway would be to file a
federal civil rights lawsuit and
there nay be al so sone state | aw
claims. Although we see a | ot of
coverage about those lawsuits in the
newspaper, the vast majority of
fol ks who are exonerated and cone
home don't necessarily have the type
of clains available to themthat
woul d allow themto file a viable
civil suit. And so, many of our
clients sinply receive no financi al
conpensati on of any ki nd.

Even though sone are able to
pursue lawsuits, it often takes
years and is traumati zi ng because
havi ng just worked to overturn their

conviction they're now forced to
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enter a different type of
litigation, and there's no funding
or assistance in that period where
they're trying to decide what to do
next and just com ng hone.

Qur office has one soci al
wor ker servi ng exoner at ed
individuals in the entire state so
we' re doing the best we can, but
that's obviously no substitute for
gover nnent support.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
for that.

Are there any questions from
menbers of the Commttee for this
W t ness?

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

M. Chair --

THE CLERK: M. Chairnman,
Counci | mrenber Johnson would like to
be recogni zed, but Council nenber
Thomas can go first.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, M. G@ass. Let's go with the
opposite. Let's go with Menber
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Johnson and then we'll go back to
Menber Thomas j ust because.
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Menber
Johnson?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: kay.
"Il go with what you said.

Menber Thonas, woul d you
li ke to be recogni zed?

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, M. Chair. Thank you. | just
want to say thank you for this
wi t ness for the awesone testinony,
for partnering with nmy office, but
nore inportantly for the great work
that's done for sone of the nost
vul ner abl e peopl e who unfortunately
spend a |l ot of tine incarcerated and
do so when they haven't commtted a
crinme or at |east haven't commtted
the crine that they were found
guilty of.

So | just want to add that

to the conversation here today.
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It's very much appreciated. And
these are the type of public-private
partnershi ps that are needed to
really make sure that we're

provi ding the best products to the
citizens of Phil adel phia.

So thank you, M. Chair.

And thank you to our expert w tness.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
so much, Menber Thonas.

Menber Johnson, are you
t here?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: W wi | |
conti nue.

M. dass, who is next?

THE CLERK: M. Chairman,
there are no other wi tnesses for
this bill.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So |
t hank you again for your testinony
but nore inportantly for the work
you do. These individuals but for
your advocacy where woul d they be.

And so, |'mthankful to Menmber
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Thomas for us helping in our own way
to assist you to assist them so
t hank you.
M5. SANGHVI: Thank you for
the opportunity to work together.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Ckay. Is
that the last group to testify on
this bill?
THE CLERK: Yes,
M. Chai r man.
COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Ckay.
Can we go to the next bill please.
THE CLERK: Yes,
M. Chai r man.
Qur first witness for Bill
No. 230699 will be Deputy
Commi ssi oner Francis Healy fromthe
Phi | adel phi a Pol i ce Departnent.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Can you
read the title again so that Menbers
are awar e.
THE CLERK: Yes,
M. Chairman. G ve nme one second.
For Bill No. 230699,
amendi ng Chapter 9-5900 of The
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Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
"Prohibition on Certain Ganbling
Machi nes and Skills Ganes," to add
addi ti onal prohibitions and provide
for renedies, all under certain
terms and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you.

Deputy Commi ssi oner Healy,
how are you?

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER HEALY:
Good, sir. How are you?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  CGood.
State your nanme for the record and
proceed with your testinony.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER HEALY:
Sure. M nane is Francis Healy.
I'"'mthe Deputy Comm ssioner for the
Phi | adel phi a Pol i ce Depart nent
responsi ble for the O fices of Legal
Affairs and Prof essional
Responsibility. First, on behalf of
Acting Comm ssioner John Stanford,
t hank you for allow ng the

Phi | adel phia Police Departnent the
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opportunity to voice its opinion on
Bill No. 230699, sponsored by
Chai rmenber Jones, anending Gty
Code 9-5900.

As you know, the PPD has
been closely involved with the
devel opnment of recent anmendnents
expandi ng the scope of the Nui sance
Busi ness Ordi nance and the authority
of the PPD to intervene with
nui sance busi nesses. In
anticipation of these anmendnents,
we' ve centralized cityw de nui sance
busi ness enforcenent into
ordi nances -- |I'msorry,
Nei ghbor hood Nui sance Enf or cenent
Unit.

In fact, just |ast week the
PPD and Law Departnent provided
departnent-w de training, all of our
commanders as well as we introduced
t he new nui sance busi ness tracking
tool for our commanders. As such, |
bel i eve the PPD has denonstrated its

commtnent to mtigating nuisance
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busi nesses and inproving the quality
of life throughout the Cty.

The PPD is al ways happy or
appreci ative of the amendnents to
the Gty Code. They give us better
tools to make a difference in our
conmmunities. For that reason, the
Phi | adel phi a Pol i ce Depart nent
supports Bill No. 230699, relating
to the prohibition of ganbling or
skil |l s-based cash payout devices.
This bill is yet another tool for
the Admnistration to
conpr ehensi vel y and systematically
addr ess nui sance busi nesses
ci tyw de.

That said, we all know this
is a very conplicated topic with
pending litigation at the state
| evel as to what ganes of chance,
machi nes versus ganes of skill and
that has yet to be conclusively
decided in the courts. |In the
interim there has been | egislative

nmovenent with the i ntroduction of
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Senate Bill 706 introduced on My
26, 2023 trying to specifically
identify and regul ate skill-based
gam ng.

Nonet hel ess, the | ega
anbiguity remains which has led to
the proliferation of these allegedly
skill -based gam ng devices. Due to
the | egal anmbiguities under state
l aw, | aw enforcenent across the
Commonweal t h has been in a hol ding
pattern, whether it's arrests,
sei zing devices with respect to
activity under the existing
Pennsyl vania Crines Code 55183.

Therefore, the PPD very nuch
appreciates Council's willingness
and courage quite frankly to wade
into this issue. Regardless of the
| egal debates of whether a certain
machi ne i s a ganbling device as
defined by state law or not is
actually noot with respect to our
comunities. The adverse inpact to

our conmmunities i s nonethel ess the
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sane. These devices are a nmagnet
for nuisance and crimnal activity.
And this was, in fact, the
underlying basis for the enactnent
of Pennsyl vania Crinmes Code 5513,

whi ch was to prohibit illegal
ganbling in the first place but also
to address the peripheral nuisance
activities surrounding illegal
ganbl i ng and vi ol ence behavi ors.

Bill No. 230699 addresses
bot h ganbl i ng devi ces, which are
currently regul ated by the state.

As | nentioned, it also specifically
identifies skill-based cash payout
devi ces whi ch have yet to be

regul ated at the state level. As
such, Gty Council is taking the
proactive neasure to better serve
the citizens of Phil adel phi a.

Gty Council has risen above
the fray in Harrisburg and acted on
this problemthat continues to grow.
PPD respects and supports these

actions because we are both aligned
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in desiring to inprove the quality
of Iife in our neighborhoods, and
every tool was greatly appreciated.

I wll say this in an
I nvestigative perspective one caveat
so there's no fal se expectations:
To cite a business under the
ordi nance that's drafted, our Vice
Unit quite frankly will need to
conduct undercover investigations.
These aren't sonething you just wal k
in and cit. But our resources are
limted and it takes tinme to conduct
such investigations to set up.
Deconfliction and execution takes
tinme.

So as you know, we have
restructured our Nei ghborhood
Nui sance Enforcenent Unit and the
Vice Unit falls under the | eadership
of a single inspector, Bob Ritchie,
who reports to Deputy Conmm ssioner
Dal es. So we have a synergy set up
there that wll help dramatically

stream ine the investigations and
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coordi nate the issuance of CVNs and
Noti ces to Cease, but this wll need
to be done in a very surgical nmanner
targeting the prolific offenders
creating the nost havoc in our
conmuni ti es.

As nmentioned this is another
tool, but I don't want anyone to
think at the outset that the PPD
alone will be able to investigate
and cite all the businesses that are
currently using this equi pnment. Due
to the anbiguity of the |aw, many
busi nesses, |egitinmate busi nesses
have i npl enented these skill-based
machi nes and not every location is a
nui sance | ocation. Many are honest
busi nesses who have legitimtely
t aken advant age of the anomaly of
the state.

| believe these honest
brokers will start to renove these
machi nes once this ordi nance becones
law. That's where we can focus on

those prolific offenders. This
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concludes ny testinony. |'m happy
to answer any questions. But | do
appreciate City Council for stepping
up and providing yet another tool

not just to the police departnent
but to the Adm nistration to address
the nuisances in the Gty. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
so nmuch, Deputy Conmm ssioner, and |
appreci ate your comments. | would
only go on the record to say a
couple of things: One, that based
on a neeting with Menber Harrity we
are consi dering anendnents to this
bill that m ght allow for recognized
taverns and restaurants in certain
| ocations to continue to have these
nmeasured, nonitored, staffed kind of
devices within their establishnent.

It's hard to kind of
regul ate the things you don't even
know where they are, so that's
nunber one. W don't know where,

there's no list of where these
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machi nes are. You pop in on a
store, it can be in parts of ny
District in Roxborough or Market
Street. You don't have a conplete
list on how many of these machi nes
are in these stores.

Secondly, you don't know how
much noney they're making. They're
not taxed by the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. They aren't regul ated
in any way by us. And so, whether
or not the payouts are even fair and
regul ated, so that when Ms. Betsy
goes in and puts her hard-earned
Social Security check on the table,
we don't know if she's getting a
fair shake by way of payouts.

W' ve spent years preparing
for ganbling in the Conmonweal t h of
Pennsyl vania and in Phil adel phia's
casinos. W went through days,
weeks, hours, nonths of testinony to
see when and where these nachines
coul d be placed and operated but for

sone based on a truck stop
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regul ati on that was supposed to
allow for these machines in truck
stops you m ght see on the
expressway and on your way to
Harrisburg, they took that liberty
to open the door to nei ghborhood
stores in our communities right down
the street froma school, right down
the street fromreligious
institutions. So the young man who
had his |unch noney could go into
that corner store unrequlated and
pl ace his lunch noney in hopes that
he would strike it big and win on
t hose machi nes.

So having said all of that,
| anxiously anticipate working with
our state partners, our state
el ected officials to come up with
regul ations that would give cities
of the first class, particularly
Phi |l adel phia its ability to regul ate
t hese types of machines. | would
al so say that many of these machi nes

are colocated wth other nui sance
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activities such as |iquor by the
drink, such as individual tobacco
sal es, drug paraphernalia and

ot hers.

So as we | ook at
reconmendations in the Crine Summ t
we recently did, we want to exam ne
t he geography of crine and where bad
t hi ngs do actual ly happen and want
to take a | ook at not necessarily
persecuti ng people but also | ooking
at places and locations. So this
is -- this bill is designed to
tighten up technically sonme of the
| oophol es that we have in
anticipation that our state coll ege
will eventually come to terns wth,
what the regulation wll be for
cities throughout the Conmonwealth,

i ncl udi ng Phi | adel phi a.

Secondly, | nentioned before
that I"'mwlling to work with Menber
Harrity to tal k about exenptions of
taverns and bars that exist within

the cormunity that have ongoi ng
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noni tori ng of who can purchase

al cohol, those sane types of
oversights can be legitimtely put
on who ganbl es on those machi nes.
So | want to work with Menber
Harrity to work on that type of
amendnent .

So with that, are there
qguestions for our wtness,
M. d ass?

THE CLERK: M. Chairnman,
there are no Menbers who wi sh to be
recogni zed in the chat.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: W th
that, going once, going tw ce,
Menber Harrity?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: W th
that, thank you for your testinony.

THE CLERK: M. Chairman,
that was the only witness to testify
for this bill

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
so very much. What is the next bill

to be consi dered?
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THE CLERK: M. Chairman,
the next bill for consideration
today is Bill No. 230700, anendi ng
Title 9 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Regul ati on of Businesses,
Trades and Professions,” to add a
new Chapter creating penalties for
trespassing in retai
establi shments, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank you
so nuch, M. d ass.

I think to give context,
this was a result of the Kensington
Marshall Plan hearings that the
Commi ttee on Public Safety did. And
one of the subset issues that came
out of this was the problens that
many of the businesses in that
hearing were facing with retai
theft and the fact that Menber
Harrity and Menber Lozada and Menber
Squi l la and Menber Vaughn poi nt ed
out the fact that there were

busi nesses that are literally being

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



Conmittee on Public Safety
11/ 27/ 2023

57

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

beset with shoplifting and were
forced to close their doors based on
the lack of enforcenent, based on
their inability to stop people from
not only stealing but also creating
a secondary market where you could
go online and purchase the soap
powders and detergents that were
stolen the day before.

So with that, working with
the District Attorney's Ofice,
wor ki ng with nenbers of the
participating stakehol ders of the
Crime Summit, we wanted to | ook at a
pi ece of augnented | egislation that
arnmed operators of businesses to say
you' ve been convicted three tines
shoplifting fromny store, 1'd |ike
you not to conme back. And that, in
fact, part of this is to | ook at how
we can | ook at retail theft areas to
| ook at what kinds of grants we can
do for inprovenents to security that
m ght include caneras, that m ght

i ncl ude speci alized shelving and
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novi ng product around so that it is
not so easily stolen.

So with that, who is the
first wwtness to testify on this
bill, M. G ass?

THE CLERK: M. Chairnman,
our first wtness is Rol ando
Sanchez.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

Ms. Sanchez, are you connected?

MR. SANCHEZ: Yes, sir, here

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Here you
go. M gender theme today is out of
whack. Al right. Can you state
your nane for the record and pl ease
begi n your testinony.

MR. SANCHEZ: (ood
af ternoon, Chairnman Jones and
menbers of the Committee on Public
Safety. M nane is Rolando Sanchez.
I''mthe Aram ngo Busi ness
| mprovenent District Manager for
| npact Services, a 501(c)(3)

comuni ty devel opnment cor poration.
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And 1'd like to thank you for
allowing ne to testify in support of
Bill No. 230700.

| npact Services, we continue
our work to revitalize the
Kensi ngt on and Al | egheny, Harrowgate
and Port Richnond areas, support
economc vitality, conmunity
vi brancy, safety cleanliness and the
overall quality of life for all who
live, work and play in the 19134 zip
code. Now, for sonme tinme now K&A
and the Aram ngo businesses, |ike so
many ot her parts of the Gty, have
seen the effects of the opioid
crisis contributing to other
crimnal activities.

As we know, violence in
Phi | adel phia has turned into an
epi dem c that jeopardizes the
health, nental health and safety of
our communities and busi ness owners.
Case in point, we have busi nesses
li ke CVS who cane and invested

billions of dollars in building a
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brand new site on Aram ngo. Now,
they nust lock the refrigerators
just to keep stock on the shel ves
because of bad actors continuing to
conme back, wal king in taking what

t hey want and wal ki ng out.

It creates a huge econom c
burden and it |leads to | ost wages
for famlies, negatively inpacts the
ability for businesses to stay open
hurting our chances to attract
quality business to the area and in
turn bringing that economc
stability to one of the Cty's
poor est and underserved
nei ghbor hoods. Wat we hear from
resi dents and busi nesses is that
safety is a top concern along K&A
and the Aramingo corridors. Bil
No. 230700 is a step in the right
direction in finding solutions to
address sonme of these concerns.

Consequences, |let ne repeat
t hat, consequences, there nust be

consequences for illegal behavior.
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Qur elected officials, police
departnent, partner agencies and
community | eaders have an obligation
to our communities and busi nesses to
hol d perpetrators accountable for
their actions. W need to bring
back respect for the | aw and for

t hose who enforce it. Understanding
that there is still nuch work to do,
passing Bill 230700 will show

Kensi ngton, Aramingo and the Gty as
a whole that we are with them that
they are not al one.

Everyone's quality of life
shoul d be equitable and we are
fighting to achieve it. Let us nove
K&A, Aram ngo and Philly together.
Thank you again for letting ne to
testify. And Vice-Chair Johnson, as
you noticed | didn't break the
Internet this tinme while testifying.
And again, thank you for letting ne
testify.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you

for your testinmony. | will say that
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during those hearings that we were
able to share ideas and what was
going on, it was astonishing the
amount of fortitude that small

busi nesses had to stay open to
resist the tenptation of closing
their doors and noving away. And
so, what Menber Harrity and Menber
Lozada and Menber Vaughn and Menber
Squilla insisted upon is that we
start to have consequences for the
small things. And, yes, it's

I nportant to take care of the big
macr osecondary market and what's
going on, on the Internet. But at
the end of the day if | want to open
my doors and | want to keep ny staff
enpl oyed, God knows a snmall profit,
we have to have consequences.

We have to let the folk that
are doing this know that there's
hel p for you, but there's also
consequences for you as well. So
t hat bal ance has to exist.

M. dass, are there any
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Menbers that want to question the
W t ness?
THE CLERK: Yes,
M. Chairman. Council nenber Harrity
woul d I'i ke to be recogni zed.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Menber

Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Hey,
what's going on Rolando. | don't
have any questions. | just wanted

to actually thank you while

everybody is here for all of the

work that you do. It's definitely a

job that you really don't get -- you

get lots of problens but not many

kudos, so |I know the hard work that

you and Marni e and Shannon from

Har r owgat e and Kensi ngt on

| ndependence Center, you're al

doing to hel p us guide the

nei ghborhood in the right direction,

so thank you for everything you do.
MR. SANCHEZ: | appreciate

t he acknow edgenent, Counci | man

Harrity. | really do.

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



Conmittee on Public Safety
11/ 27/ 2023

64

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Are there
any ot her questions for this
Wi t ness?

THE CLERK: Yes,
M. Chairman. Council nenber Lozada
woul d I'i ke to be recogni zed.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Menber
Lozada, good afternoon. Pl ease
proceed.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Good
afternoon. Thank you, M. Chair.

| just also want to
recogni ze Rol ando and | npact
Services, all of their team over
there for all of the work that they
do, not just on the Aram ngo
corridor but on the Kensington
corridor. W knowit's challenging
and you guys show up every day and
try to support those businesses and
keep them encouraged to keep opening
their doors so that the comunity
has sonewhere to cone shop.

It's extrenely easy or it's

an easi er decision for CVS who
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decide that they are going to shut
their doors because they've | ost
$1.25 mllion in nmerchandise. It's
not as easy for a very, very snall
busi ness owner - oper ator who has

i nvested everything he has into a
business to try to get his famly
what they need to survive but they
do, right. And so, the decision to
close is nmuch nore difficult for
that small business.

And so, | am encouraged that
with this legislation and with the
support of the next com ng
Adm ni stration, the next Counci
| egi sl ative body that we are going
to be able to nove the process
forward and that we are going to be
able to hold individuals accountabl e
who have nmade shoplifting or retai
theft their profession. They need
to understand that this will no
| onger be tolerated as |ong as we
have all of us working together and

on the sane page around
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accountability and enforcenent. So
t hank you so nuch.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, Menber.

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:

M. Chair, | have a question.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Chair
recogni zes Menber Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah.
M. Sanchez, again thank you for
your | eadership around this issue.
| just want to get an idea of the
size of your staff for | npact
Servi ces.

MR, SANCHEZ: | npact
Services, it depends. That's a
broad question. |If you're saying
who's on K&A or who's on Aram ngo, |
woul d say thanks to the PCP program
we have well over 20 in the cleaning
crews and down on the Avenue. On
Aram ngo, we enpl oy two conpanies
for security and we al so have | npact
Services, that's four cleaning crew

menbers so we keep that safe and
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clean. The whole idea -- so al
t oget her | npact enpl oys about 170
peopl e.

CareerLink, we're also part
of that, trying to get people to
work |ike earlier |egislation was
sayi ng about returning citizens
where that's where we do. Most of
our staff is returning citizens in
sone way or another, and we continue
to do that and work in collaboration
with Council and the Gty and nmaking
t hese things happen for the
nei ghbor hood, especially those that
really need, like | said, the
underserved in the poorest section
of the City really needs your
attention and | amso proud of this
| egi sl ati ve body and what they're
putting forth to nmake things happen
for us down here.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah.
| just want to thank you and your
team for your |eadership around this

i ssue and nost inportantly being in
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the community. And | heard you | oud
and cl ear when you tal k about
accountability. And |I'mexcited as
we nove forward in this new

Adm ni stration, and we'll have the
opportunity to not only take a

conpr ehensi ve approach when
addressing this issue but also
addressing the issue of
accountability, because for ne |
believe a part of hol ding people
account abl e al so hel ps save lives as
a part of this process.

And so, |'m| ooking forward
to continue working wwth you. And |
just want to say hats off to the
| eader shi p of Council wonan Quet cy
Lozada and JimHarrity and al so
Chai rman Jones around this issue.

So I'"'mvery, very excited about how
we're going to be addressi ng nmaking
Kensi ngt on one of the greatest

nei ghbor hoods here in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

I'"'moptimstic that as |ong
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as we continue to address the issue
with a sense of urgency with

| egi sl ati on such as this but al so
maki ng sure that there's a
conprehensive plan with all Gty
agenci es, public and private, at the
tabl e addressing this issue as we
nove forward. So just wanted to
commend you on your | eadership and
t hank you for participating on this
panel .

Thank you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  You are
wel cone, sir.

We are | ooking forward to
the results of the Kensington
Marshal | Pl an that Menber Lozada and
Menber Harrity and others are
wor ki ng on, and we're going to cone
up with specific reconmendati ons
that quite frankly are going to be
included in the overall Crine
Sutmmt. And | thank Menber Lozada,
Menber Harrity, Menber Vaughn and
Menber Squilla for their work.
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Are there any other
questions for this wtness,
M. 4 ass?

THE CLERK: M. Chairnman,
there are no ot her Council menbers
wi shing to be recogni zed at this
tinme.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
so much for your testinony. And
keep up the good fight. Help is on
t he way.

MR. SANCHEZ: Thank you,
Chai rman and Counci | woman and
Counci | man and everyone and Vi ce-
Chair.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

M. G ass, who do we -- who is the
| ast wtness on this bill?

THE CLERK: M. Chairnman,
there's one nore witness on this
bill, Deputy Comm ssioner Francis
Heal y.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Once
agai n, Deputy Conm ssioner, wel cone

back.
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DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HEALY:
Thank you, sir. Just for the
record, ny nane is Francis Healy.
[''m Deputy Conmm ssioner for the
Phi | adel phia Police Departnent on
behal f of Conm ssi oner Stanford.
Thank you again for allowing ne to
voice ny opinion. At the outset |et
ne say this, the police departnent
fully supports the intent behind
this bill. Retail theft as we know
is crippling both large and snal |
stores throughout the Cty. Wile
the PPD nmakes arrests for the
state-level offense, they nust be
prosecut ed regardl ess of the anmounts
stolen to have an inpact. | think
we all agree failure to prosecute
has resulted in a sense of
| awl essness surroundi ng retail
thefts.

Equal Iy troubling, the
of fenders engaged in this conduct
who are often suffering from

subst ance abuse di sorders are no
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| onger eligible for diversionary
servi ces since they have once been
prosecuted in the past. These
services were very effective in
hel ping to break the cycle of
addi ction and resulting breaking the
need for retail thefts. Wth that
said, the PPD understands why City
Council is taking this action
regarding retail establishnents and
t respassi ng.

We respect the fact that
Cty Council sinply is not accepting
the inaction of others but is
stepping up and trying to nake a
di fference. That said, the
Phi | adel phi a Pol i ce Depart nment
I dentified sone concerns. However,
wth the bill it needs to be
clarified and |I'm al ways happy to
assi st.

First, this bill regul ates
i ndi vi dual conduct of people who --
as such, this anmendnent would in our

opi nion be better suited in Title
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10, which regul ates i ndi vi dual
conduct of people, not businesses.
Next, from an enforcenent
perspective this bill just needs to
be reconciled with 6 -- 10-615 since
615 has to do with defiant trespass
provision init, which is actually a
very good provision and | think this
can be nerged together very well.
Thi s defiant trespass
section is very simlar with what's
witten here, so |l think it can very
easily be worked together, worked
well. Since the | anguage of this
bill is not identical but rather
covers sonewhat of a subset of
10-615, | think there's an
opportunity to nerge this into the
exi sting section and create an
exception to the general rule for
retail establishnents, and this way
here you woul d be able to carve out
the $1, 000 exception versus the $100
excep -- I"'msorry, $1,000 fine

versus the $100 fine, and we can
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articulate that very easily. So |
fully support -- the police
departnent supports this.

We understand we have to do
sonething to address -- to help
address the retail theft. W're
willing to hel p anywhere we possibly
can and ny people and ny officers
are out there nmaking these arrests,
so | appreciate the effort of Cty
Counci | finding innovative ways to
get to the bottomline to get
accountability and hold people
accountable. So | appreciate it and
wi Il help out where possible. |I'm
happy to answer any questions.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, Deputy Conm ssioner. W | ook
forward to working with you, our
office, to |l ook at those types of
amendnents and corrections that we
can put things in the proper code.
| also want to say for the record I
had a conversation wth a citizen of

Kensi ngt on, and they tal ked about
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door-to-doorway that you can order
shoplifting goods. Put your order
in, in the norning and get your
order delivered at night.

Menber Lozada tal ked about
I ntroduci ng peopl e choosing this as
a profession. What this |egislation
does say there are consequences to
your profession, and therefore, you
wi || be held accountable for those
kinds of actions and it is not open
season on snmall businesses. So we
| ook forward to working with you,
Deputy Commi ssioner, to figure out
how to dot our i's and cross our
t's.

W' re excited about the
possibility working with the new
Adm ni stration. And we have to say,
all right, Kensington deserves the
quality of life (inaudible). So we
| ook forward to working with you to
correct those oversights within this
| egi slation and you'll be hearing

from us.
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DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HEALY:
Thank you, sir. And | wouldn't say
they're oversights. |It's just nore
specifically narrows them consi stent
with this stuff.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | get it.

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HEALY:
So I'mreal happy that the issue
froma policing perspective this
actually gives us the ability to
identify individuals, so that's very
hel pful. So the idea of identifying
Fran Healy is not allowed to be in
your store gives ny officers the
| egal authority to intervene. That
hel ps, that kind of |egislation
hel ps us when the allegation is that
we' re doing things inappropriately.
So this type of very narrow specific
| egislation is incredibly hel pful,
so | do thank you for it.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  You are
nore than wel cone.

Are there any questions from

menbers of the Commttee?
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THE CLERK: M. Chairman,
there are no nenbers of Council
wi shing to be recogni zed at this
tine.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
so much for your testinony.

THE CLERK: That was our
| ast witness for this bill,

M. Chairman.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  And we
have the resolution on | believe
Article 6.

THE CLERK: Yes,

M. Chai r man.

Resol uti on No. 230793,
aut horizing the Gty Council
Commttee on Public Safety to hold
heari ngs exam ni ng the use of
vehicle imobilizing "w ndow
bar nacl es" as a formof predatory
parking by private entities to
understand the inpact they have on
Phi | adel phi a's residents.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you

so much, M. d ass.
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Wiy don't we recognize the
first wtness to testify.

THE CLERK: Yes,
M. Chai r man.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:
(I naudi bl €) w tness, seeing none.

THE CLERK: CQur first
wi tness is Deputy Conm ssioner Fran
Healy from the Phil adel phia Police
Depart nent.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Fan
favorite.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER HEALY:
O the low man on the pole. [|'m not
sure howit goes. Ckay. |
submtted nmy witten testinony on
this, but I will be very clear.
Wien | was asked to wite this, |
was in the process of actually
drafting the proposed ordi nances
that we can submt on behalf of the
Adm nistration. This is a huge
problem And the problemlies in
the fact that the people using this

equi pnment are not necessarily
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towers, so the existing tow ng
ordi nance doesn't really touch them

Because i f you renenber
years ago there's a section in there
t hat says nobody's allowed to touch,
handl e or anything to a car on
private lot. And that was great
| anguage for the towers not being
able to renbve a car unless a ticket
for towed or a ticket was placed on
the vehicle so a third party could
determne that it was illegally
parked. Al those provisions, al
t hose safeguards and protection in
this existing tow ordi nance is being
circunvented by this piece of
equi pnment. So it's incredibly
I nport ant.

I''m happy to testify in any
future hearings on this because it's
not just towers. It's individual
| ot owners or a person's driveway
that puts one of these things on
your wi ndshield and basically it

circunvented all the safeguards we
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have in place with the anount of tow
and all those things for protective
pur poses. But now, you can slap one
of these on the w ndshield and
basically get held hostage for

what ever the anmount the individua
wants for these things.

And so, you've heard of
cases where people actually quite
frankly take out the w ndshield
because it's cheaper than paying the
price to get the barnacle renoved.
Then we' ve seen people driving off
i ke Ace Ventura wth their head out
the wi ndow. So, yes, this is very
much a tinme for these things to be
regulated. And like |I said when we
do regulate them | think it needs
to be individual, not necessarily
the tow ng code because that w ||
make it narrow for the towers. The
towers aren't necessarily using this
equi pnment. It's the | ot owners or
i ndi vidual s driveways. So | think

it's very nmuch ripe for sone type of
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restriction of this. People are --
the extortion aspect of it we can't
control it and that's what's
frustrating fromthe police
departnent's perspective. So thank
you. | appreciate the opportunity
to work on this.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you. Thank you so very much for
that testinony. W only recently
becane aware of this problem based
on conplaints that came from
I ndi vi dual s who had t he barnacl es
pl aced on their w ndshield. And
sone of the acts that ensued,

I magi ne people trying to drive away
with them on, people kicking out
W ndows.

And when | reached out to
the Parking Authority to see under
what legislation this was being --
t hese barnacl es were being
install ed, he said none, and these
i ndi vi dual conpanies. And we w ||

hear nore recently fromone of the

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



Conmittee on Public Safety
11/ 27/ 2023

82

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

owners of the conpany to get their
side of view

But | wanted to for the
record state and ask the question,
isit legal to put those on cars at
this point inthe Gty of
Phi | adel phi a?

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HEALY:
That's just the whole -- | don't
think it's not illegal at this point
because there is no restrictions on
them The renoval of illegally
parked cars is covered under the
towi ng ordinance and it's a process
and procedure. This doesn't touch
I n that real mwhatsoever because
they're not towers that are abusing
the ordinance. So currently it's
not regqul at ed.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  It's not
regul ated. Got it for the record.

Any questions for Deputy
Comm ssi oner Heal y?

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: | have

a question.
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THE CLERK: M. Chairman,
Counci | mrenber Lozada would like to
be recogni zed.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  So it
is not legal, but what is the
vehicle owner's -- what are his
rights when they cone in contact
with this type of a situation and
they're confronted by an individual
who refuses to renove these and cal
the police? What is their right and
what is the police's responsibility
at that point?

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HEALY:
That's exact conplaints we've been
getting. W' re so appreciative that
this is being addressed. It's not
clear. The issue under the
ordi nance, it's not how you're
supposed to have a car renoved, but
there's nothing to say that they
can't put it on there. Soit's
between a rock and a hard place. |
really don't know what advice to

give a conpl ainant at this point
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other than civil litigation.

But the average person
doesn't have the tine and noney to
get involved in. So we try to
negotiate and nediate, |ike cops do
best, to try to resolve things as
best they can, but there is no
uni formconcise rules. Quite
frankly, | think these things should
be illegal. For an individual who
maybe pick a price, you know,
what ever you want that day | think
Is extortion. And how | can prove
that, that's a whole different
real m

But, yes, | think it's
probl ematic and these definitely
need to be restricted or governed in
sonme ways so ny officers have clear
gui dance as well as the community.

If you're parked illegally on a |ot,
there are rules. The rules are very
clearly witten what's going to

happen to you. You'll get a ticket,

the car will be towed. Then you'll
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have to pay X anount of fees and
towng fees. That's clearly stated
so it's not a surprise if you're
parked illegally.

But here if you park
illegally on a | ot, people are
sl apping these things on you. So in
addi tion to whatever under the | aw
you can get hit with, you' re paying
$500 cash or the likes of leaving it
on there. That's blackmail. Like I
said, | appreciate anything to help
us because ny officers are between a
rock and a hard place. W're trying
to be helpful to the community, but
we don't have any really | ega
resources to really hel p us.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  So I'm
not sure, and sonmeone please correct
nme, Deputy Comm ssioner, | don't
know i f you would be able to answer
this. But do we have or does anyone
have the authority to prevent the
use of these things, the barnacles,

until we do regulate them until we
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do figure out what the | egislation
IS, what is the responsibility.

Because if | park in a
private lot and it clearly says on
there that illegally parked vehicles
w il be ticketed and towed at the
owner's expense of $75 or of $100
let's say, right. And then | get
one of these things on nmy w ndshield
and the guy decides that norning
that he wants to charge ne $300,
what am | paying? | am paying the
$100 that is posted or am | paying
this individual to renove this
object fromny w ndshi el d?

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER HEALY:
From what |'ve seen at places, that
noney is just to renove the barnacle
off the windshield. Now, |'ve seen
ot her places where not only do they
renove the barnacle but then your
car is now technically still sitting
there illegally parked and then they

have it towed, a second doubl e

whanmy.
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Can we
prohibit these until we figure this
out? Who has the authority to
deci de or to mamke the decision that
this is an illegal way of
ticket-and-tow or this is an ill egal
practice until we can figure out how
we nove forward?

And | ask this question
because |'ve had several residents
in the 7th Council D strict who have
been victins of this action and they
are fol ks that are struggling,
right, and neither one of thempaid
a consistent rate. So | understand
exactly what you're saying, right.
Thi s person woke up one day and he
charged one person $100. The next
time he canme around he's char -- for
the sane | ocation, right, he charged
t he person $300.

And so, police show up.
Police don't really know what
they' re supposed to do and what

their authority is. |I'mjust trying
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to figure out who can help us and
how will we put an end to this until
this can get regul at ed?

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HEALY:
Well, honestly | can't speak for --
the Law Departnent woul d have to
gi ve you the |l egal opinion. But
neverthel ess, | do believe Gty
Council could be in the use of this
illegal, you know, in |lieu of
removing illegally parked cars. And
in that case there, as a police
officer | can order it renoved or
otherwise cite the, like |I said, not
the towers often tinmes, it will be
the ot owners or the driveway
owner, whoever's the property owner
that placed it on there. Then I can
cite that individual. So, yes, |
think it would be in your power.
But | would defer to the Law
Departnment to nmake sure.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | f |
coul d, Menber Lozada, that's the

pur pose of these hearings. That's
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the purpose of this legislation, to
take a ook at the fact that there
is -- there is no regul ations
governing this. So it kind of is
catch as catch can and today it's
100, tonmorrow it's 300 kind of
situation until the | aw catches up
with the technol ogy. But the
technol ogy got out in front of us
and we are now trying to catch up
| egi sl atively.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA: And |
get that, | get that, Chairnman. But
whil e we' re having conversations and
we're in the mdst of trying to
figure it out, there are people who
are being i npacted, negatively
i npacted by this on a daily basis.
And so, | guess what | was trying to
figure out is what is the imedi ate
course of action that we can put
into place? 1Is it us who ban that
i mediately? Is it the police
departnent that conmes up with an

agreenent that these wll be
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considered illegal until |egislation
Is figured out?

What can we do, the now?
VWhat is the now solution and what is
the long-term conversation that we
need to have again so that folks
that are just trying to grab
medi cati on, a husband who's trying
to pick up his wife froma nedica
appoi ntnment and is unable to walk a
far distance, what are their
sol utions short-ternf

COUNCI LMAN JONES: That is
the purpose of this hearing. And
right nowthere is no i mediate. W
can't instantly forbid sonething.
W have to do this process, which is
to have an ordi nance, which is to
have a hearing, which is to have
public coment, and then in the next
session of Council vote on it.
That's the soonest we can get it to
them Menber Lozada.

And | want to thank 6abc for

bringing it to our attention because
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it was not on ny radar until the
menbers in nmy District in Manayunk
started to conpl ain about these
devices that they felt were hol ding
t hem hostage. So now that it has
been brought to our attention we're
going to nove on it with al
del i berate speed to at | east
regul ate it.

And we'll hear from one of
the owners in the next set of
W t nesses and nmaybe they m ght
consi der not depl oyi ng these
barnacles until we catch up with the
| egislation to at | east regul ate
t hem

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Appreciate that. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  You are
wel cone, Menber.

Are there any ot her
questions for Deputy Conmm ssioner
Heal y?

THE CLERK: M. Chairman, if

| can just quickly note for the
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record that the chat feature is only
avai l able for Menbers to wi sh that
they would like to be recogni zed for
guestions or comments, not for
coments by w tnesses. Just for the
Sunshi ne Act purposes we want to
make sure that's clear.

At this tinme, there no other
Menbers who wi sh to be recogni zed
for questions at this tine,

M. Chai r man.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, Deputy Conm ssioner. Can you
stick around just in case we have
foll ow-up questions pl ease?

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HEALY:

O course. Yes, sir.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
so nuch.

M. dass, who is the next
panel to testify?

THE CLERK: Qur next w tness
is Mkina Harrison.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

Ms. Harrison, are you connected?
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(No response.)
COUNCI LMAN JONES:
Ms. Harrison?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

Ms. Harrison, are you connected?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Do we
have any other w tnesses, M. d ass?

THE CLERK: Yes,

M. Chairman. G ve ne one nonent.
It looks Iike she's in at this tine.
It's just probably sone technical

| Ssues.

But at this tinme we can nove
on to our next w tness Rashawn All en
fromthe Barnacl e Conpany.

MR. ALLEN. Good afternoon,
ever ybody.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Good
af t er noon.

MR. ALLEN. Can you hear ne?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes, we
can. State --

MR ALLEN: Yes --
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: -- vyour
nanme for the record and pl ease begin
your testinony.

MR, ALLEN: Sure. |I'm
Rashawn Allen. |'mthe President
over at Barnacl e Parking, and
certainly appreciate all of the
f eedback that has cone back -- that
has cone fromthe Council. You
know, we work with numerous
muni ci palities all across the
country, north of 50 nunicipalities
at this tinme. | would like to nmake
sure that we kind of separate the
two issues. | think there's the one
I ssue of -- the biggest thing I
think you all are trying to address
is the predatory pricing aspect of
it, predatory imuobilization which
is the primary reason that a | ot of
other nmunicipalities, states have
put in simlar ordi nances such as
yours around the tow ng aspect of
it.

And so, | would like you to
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know t hat obvi ously we at Barnacl e
do not condone or support predatory
i mrobi li zation, predatory pricing in
any shape or manner. W actually
have all of that stuff listed out in
our agreenent. Typically what our
process i s when these things are
brought to our attention -- and you
guys had a couple of notorists that
reached out to us directly, thanked
them for doing so.

We then contact our clients,
the affecting client and have a
conversation with them get a better
under st andi ng of what's happeni ng.
And we try to be as proactive as we
can and illustrate best practices
when they're going through the
I npl enent ati on, onboardi ng process.
So when sonething like this is
brought to our attention, we review
it with them W nake a suggestion
on the change that they need to nake
going forward. Most of the tine

they do and instances where they do
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not nmake those changes, we actually
take the step and the initiative to
then fire themas a client, if you
will.

W don't want to be
associ ated with predatory
i mmobi |i zation, price gouging,
anything of that nature, right. The
intent was to provide a safer,
greener, nore convenient way for
muni ci palities, universities,
private property owners to enforce
parking on their lots while having
it be as convenient and | east anount
of painful to the notorist as
possi ble. And in our agreenent
again, it specifically states that
you are not allowed to charge
excessive fines, that you nust
follow all local, city and state
ordinances as it relates to
I mobi |l i zation and fine anounts.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Wel |,
thank you for that. The question is

in other nmunicipalities where you
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are located, did you check in with

| aw enforcenent or entities |like the
Par ki ng Authority to see what the
rules and regul ati ons were?

MR. ALLEN. Yeah. So it
vari es obviously fromnunicipality
to nunicipality, state to state,
right, where the parking enforcenent
aspect of it lies. Sonmetines with
the police departnent, sonetines
there's a separate division. But in
nost instances, there are typically
clearly defined fine anounts,
whether it be on private property,
fire lanes, things of that nature
whi ch make it then very easy to
foll ow t hose gui deli nes.

However, there are instances
in sone nunicipalities where there
aren't any kind of guidelines in
regards to max fine anmounts and
things of that nature, which in
those instances we will typically
tell fol ks, hey, you probably don't

want to charge anything nore than
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what a toww !l be, which | believe
in this instance we have.

But | think where kind of
the line got blurred a little bit
was, you know, 15 m nutes, 30
m nutes after sonebody's expired, is
the fine anount too high for that
particular instance. And | think
that's one of the things that we
typically work with our clients and
muni ci palities on when these
I nstances cone up to find a very
happy medium if you wll.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: How many
clients do you have in Pennsyl vani a
and in Philadel phia in particular?

MR. ALLEN. I n Pennsylvania
we have 30-plus clients. 7 of those
| think, 6 or 7 are governnent
entities, nmeaning they're either
muni ci palities or universities. And
then in Philadel phia specifically I
woul d say we actually only have a
few clients that are private

operators. One of themis A-Bob,
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which is on the call wth us today
as well. And | wll be happy to put
t oget her an enconpassing |ist and
send it over to you if you feel |ike
that woul d be hel pful.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yeah,
that would be helpful. So in the
case of Phil adel phia, did you check
in with the Philadel phia Police who
deal with parking issues and al so
t he Phil adel phia Parking Authority
when you established your
rel ati onships in Philadel phia?

MR. ALLEN. W did not.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: |s there
a reason why you didn't?

MR ALLEN: Yeah. | nean,
typically what we do is we take a
| ook at the ordinances that are kind
of there, you know. | think one of
the -- as you had nentioned earlier,
right, the barnacle is so new that
in many i nstances there is not
really an ordinance that is witten

for it, so it kind of falls in that
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gray area, if you wll. And in sone
muni cipalities, like | said they
want to be involved, they want to
know. Ohers they do not.

And so, we just try to nake
sure that first and forenost it's
one of the first things that we tel
all of our clients is to nmake sure
that there's not an ordinance that
prohi bits i mmobilization and that
also to be aware of what the fine
anopunts are and then understand you
have to have an imobili zation
license in order to deploy the
barnacle. And those are the primary
gui delines that we follow to nmake
sure there's no i nmredi ate conflict
or rules that are being broken.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank you
very much.

Are there questions for
this particular witness, M. G ass?

THE CLERK: Yes, M. Chair.
Counci | mrenber Lozada would like to

be recogni zed.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Menber
Lozada, are you there?

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

(Mt ed) .

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Menber --

MR. ALLEN:. Yeah. | think
she's on nute though.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  1'm
sorry. Thank you. | think ny first
guestion is what nmunicipalities
specifically are you working
directly with that you have had
successful engagenent wth?

MR. ALLEN. W have
Col unbi a, Tucson, Cty of Las Vegas,
the Reading Parking Authority, Gty
of Charleston, Cty of Evanston in
[11inois.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Can
you get us a conprehensive |i st
together and forward it to our
Chai rperson, that would be awesone.

MR. ALLEN: Yeah, not a
probl em

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: And
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then secondly, | would say that
before you work with a client, why
aren't those things that you |isted,
processes, that you as the owner of
t hese barnacl es should be trying to
figure out whether there's

ordi nances or not, whether there are
certain requirenents that are
necessary? Wy would you put that
on the client and why woul d you not
do that yourself?

MR. ALLEN. Well, there's a
couple of reasons, ma'am As | had
mentioned earlier because the
barnacle is so newit kind of falls
into -- there isn't any -- in nost
I nstances there's not an ordinance
that says you can or that you can't
utilize the barnacle. The
ordi nances that we focus on are
around i mmobi lization and foll ow
those guidelines and even that is
anot her gray area because there's
argunent that can be nade that

technically a barnacle is not an
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I mrobi | i zation devi ce.

There's a nunber of
different ways that it can be used.
W have sone clients that use it to
charge fees. W have sone clients
that use it for conpliance purposes
only and they actually don't charge
a fine anount. You see that with
hospital s and ot her corporate
entities where they're really just
trying to get conpliance around
enpl oyee parking, things of that
nat ure.

And t hen again, instances
where there are strict guidelines
and regul ati ons, again we make sure
that our clients understand that
they need to foll ow them and neet
within their reins -- within their
realms. It's alittle bit of a
tricky situation for us at tines
because we want to nmake sure that we
are putting guardrails around how
the device is being used and that

it's being used in howit's neant

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Conmittee on Public Safety
11/ 27/ 2023

104

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

to. We nonitor. W try to be
proactive as possible. And then
when thi ngs happen, we address them
COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA
They' re not working. \Watever it is
you' re doing right now wi th your
clients in Philadelphia it's not
wor king, and it is predatory and you
guys are, your clients are in areas
where there are vul nerabl e poor
people. And so, as the owner of
t hese devices | believe that you
shoul d take a nore proactive
approach to ensure that there is not
a predatory process |like we are
seeing in our communities right now.
And so, | amgoing to
request that you nmeet with your
clients in Phil adel phia and figure
out how you have a corrective
action, how there's corrective
action, how do you change these gray
areas. And yet you're tal king about
greening and making it safer, |

think that where you start if that's
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really the purpose, where you start
woul d be working in collaboration

wi th your public safety people,
right. That's how you nove
proactively. That's how you're a
good nei ghbor. That's how you're a
good business. That's how you're
not predatory or that's how you
avoi d predatory practices, which is
what is happening in the 7th Council
District.

And so, |I'mopen and wlling
to |l earning nore about these things
and this process. But at this
monment | want to focus nore on how
do we prevent you all from
continuing this predatory business
that you are conducting in the 7th
Council District. Thank you so
much.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, Menber Lozada.

Are there any ot her
questions for this particul ar

W t ness?
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(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  If not, |
think Ms. Harrison has joined us.

THE CLERK: Yes,

M. Chairman. Mkina Harrison wll
be our next w tness.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

Ms. Harrison, can you state your
nanme for the record and begin your
testi nony.

M5. HARRISON: Hi. Can you
hear me? | wasn't able to do a mc
check.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  ( Nodded
affirmatively).

M5. HARRI SON: Ckay. G eat.
H . So good afternoon, M. Chairnan
and col | eagues. Thank you everyone
for your testinony so far.

M. Heal -- Conm ssioner Healy, |
apol ogi ze. | haven't seen you since
2017 since we were trying to get the
ticket-to-tow renoved. |I'mglad to
see that you're actually stil

active.
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So I first want to address
Counci | woman Lozada. Thank you so
much. You're very passionate about
your District and | appreciate that.
| think what we can do is do
consi stent pricing. However, | do
want to say that in your District
specifically we were asked by the
owner of that lot to charge the ful
200. Qur signs prior to were based
on towi ng prices because it was
cheaper than doing the tow, which
woul d cost your nenbers $251 on
average, not to nention they would
have to conme to our office.

So at that location, at G
and Hunting Park, which | believe
you were speaking of, | actually set
it to $75. And the reason was
because | recogni zed we weren't
trying to get rich, we weren't
trying to get over on anyone and we
definitely weren't being predatory
at that location. So if anyone was

charged nore than $75, | would Iike
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to know t hat because on our end we
don't see that. W don't see it
because the barnacle app is very
precise and it's very accurate. And
when you rel ease the device, it's
for the price that the person paid.

The barnacle app is very
efficient and the use of the
barnacle is very, very effective.
It is a visual deterrent. |'m not
able to get online right now to show
you the text nessages that | have
fromthe managers at that |ocation.
Peopl e are parking up to their fire
| ane. They are afraid. There was a
Dol | ar Tree that burned down, so the
managers there they send ne text
nessages every day. W're not there
hawki ng people trying to do this. |
amcal l ed out there constantly.
8:00 a.m in the norning every day
she's texting ne they're starting
agai n.

She's sendi ng ne pictures of

cars that are parked up to their
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front door. They're not able to

| eave the store. So | think these
are things that everyone isn't aware
of and I'mglad that |I'm abl e today
to speak on these things. 1|'malso
glad that we were able to get out,
that it's not illegal because that
really -- it hurt, it hurt us and
our business because we strive to do
everything with integrity. | know I
do. So | had passed out an answer

to the resolution. D d you receive

it?

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: | have
not .

M5. HARRI SON: Ckay. | gave
it to -- so | passed one out and |

got the signatures of all 17 nenbers
that | actually emailed it and |
also -- can you see it? This is
what it |looks like. So essentially
all the answers are in there. |
have a client that actually

di sconti nued our services because of

the ABC airing that he did and they
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are no |l onger enforcing parking
there and he has had two tines --
according to himthis norning, two
times as many people now just wthin
the [ast three weeks that are
illegally parking on his private
property and he doesn't have any
recourse because we're not able to
get tickets.

So this right here was
recently shown on the news. This
isn't any surprise. But in 2016
when we had the ticket-to-tow it was
a great idea. Right now probably
not so much. |'mhoping that you
guys will take a look at it because
I'"'mnot telling you anything you
don't know. Last week you guys
did -- on the 14th you did a Public
Safety hearing with the di spatchers.

| heard testinony about how
they're down in police officers,
they're down in dispatching and |
was hoping this can be an easy

remedy for us to look at or for you
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guys to | ook at because | have no
power, but for you guys to |ook at
to see if maybe we can renove
ticket-to-tow off the table.
Because of its ineffectiveness |
brought with ne a couple of property
managers who wll testify how their
residents feel unsafe because
abandoned cars are left on their
property for days trying to get
tickets. And | understand
rightfully so because our officers
are very busy.

I do want regul ation
regardi ng the barnacles. | think
there should be a set fee. | think
t here should be certain standards in
pl ace where it can actually only be
used on two different types of
properties. One of themwould be --
so the property over at G and
Hunti ng Park, Councilwonman Lozada,

t hat woul d be excluded. The reason
why it will be excluded is because

we' re hopi ng now we can actual ly get
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tickets and renove those cars from
the fire lane so that the people
wor king at Dollar Tree feel safe in
t heir workpl ace.

It would really only be used
in private property where you can
have |like a Flowbird app or a Park
Mobil e app. | have several
properties that have the same exact
app that Phil adel phia Parki ng
Aut hority uses, so we're able to go
online and you can see if that
person's tag is paid. It will tel
you how long they're paid up to.
Then when you depl oy the barnacl e,
the app is also tinestanped so
there's no confusion. There's no
way to get over on people.

There's no way that this can
be m srepresented that someone got
t he barnacl e and they shoul d not
have. And if that does happen, we
renove it for free of course. Wen
you listen to Channel 6abc News,

those two people they indicated that
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their tinme ran out which goes to
prove that we do have systens in
pl ace that we're using and we
operate with integrity.

So in the panphlet that you
didn't get, it just basically shows
how t he Park Mbbil e app can be used
and you can see it. Every tag is
listed. The signage, the signage is
3 feet by 3 feet. W use the sane
prem se for the tow sign that needed
to be used. So we have the
conpany's nane on it. W have
unaut hori zed vehicles are subject to
bar nacl e depl oynent, which is a
ticketing device at the owner's
expense and has a tel ephone nunber.
Everything is transparent.

And goi ng back to that
parking |lot that was on the news,

t hat owner he knew he was getting
sonme, you know, bad publicity from
t he nmenbers of Manayunk so he went
and bought a 4-by-4 foot sign, 4
feet by 4 feet bright yellow with
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red witing, and it stated, your car
IS subject to boot if at any tine
your parking is unpaid. So we feel
that we definitely did our due
diligence to make sure that we were
transparent.

I think that the signs can
be exact and that they should not
say fine up to. That is definitely
a correction that | feel should be
made. And | think | can answer any
questions, but essentially it's very
effective for people that are having
trouble with illegally parked cars.
PPA in Phil adel phia, you're not the
only peopl e that have problens on
public streets. Those public people
conme to private property.

W as the people, we are
| ear ned behavi ors, creatures of
habit. So people know if you get
three tickets on the street, then
you get a boot so people tend to
hold three tickets. |'msure

there's studies on this. |"'m sure
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it's true. And then after they get
their fourth ticket, then they pay.
This is better than a tow. | have
so many people that say |I'mjust so
happy ny car is here, overwhel mngly
so because the average price is 150
and the average tow is 250 and t hat
doesn't include your inconvenience
of comng to a tow yard.

I think I covered about
everything that | needed to cover.
Just essentially ny nane is MKkina
Harrison and | definitely operate
with integrity and I can answer to
any questions that you have on any
si tuati on.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
so very much for your testinony.

Menber Lozada, do you have
any questions?

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:  No.
|'ve heard her.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So what |
woul d suggest, and | listened to

what you said, the first thing that
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we shoul d have done was had this
conversation before they were

depl oyed. That woul d have been a
better way so that we could tal k
about issues and anmounts and how
much coul d be charged and what is
predatory and what is not. So ny
suggestion here is that we convene a
neeting, we can do that with the
Deputy Commi ssioner, with the

Par ki ng Authority, w th nenbers of
Council to tal k about these uses of
this type of technology in the Gty
of Phil adel phia so that we can get
ahead of it.

My question directly nowis
if I"'mon a parking lot and let's
say ny tinme was for an hour, an hour
and 15 m nutes, at what point after
that hour and 15 m nutes can you put
t hat barnacle on ny car?

M5. HARRISON: So that's not
been outlined with any outline other
than nme, nyself, in ny personal

busi ness what | do. | give thema
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seven-m nute grace period, and |I've
gi ven that seven-m nute grace period
just on the fact of living in the
corporate world and if you're late,
you're not late until either you
clock in after six mnutes or
sonething like that. That's
basically what | based it on.

When you have the Park
Mobi | e app, you have the option of
actually clicking for it to give you
a 15-mnute warning. So if you're
at dinner, it beeps and you know you
got 15 mnutes to get to your car
and then we give you an additiona
seven mnutes to get to your
vehi cl e.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  But
that's out of your good graces but
not reqgul ated by the industry?

M5. HARRI SON:  That woul d be
correct, yes.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Al
right. | have no further questions.

Is there anyone, M. d ass,
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who woul d |ike to ask questions?

M5. HARRI SON: Can | just
follow up with one other thing that
| did forget to say?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

Certainly.

M5. HARRI SON: | believe
that Tonya is on the line from The
Dane. They're in your District. A
parking -- not parking, a
residential apartnment building such
as theirs, they charge their
residents for parking in their
| ease, that they charge for parking,
so | would propose that when we all
neet that you would not be able to
use the barnacle on any apart nent
buil ding that did not charge for
parking. That way | think that we
woul d get rid of a lot of gray areas
because peopl e pay for parking.

The managenent there they
provide us with a |ist which acts
li ke the Park Mobile app, and it

says they're good to park there for
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the nonth. They're good to park

t hrough February and it's in their

| ease that they pay for parking so
that there is no gray area. She
provides ne with a list of their
tags and everything is concrete. So
i f you have a parking lot in, |
don't know, let's just say 3rd and
Lehi gh but they don't charge their
residents for parking, you would not
be able to use the barnacle in that
i nstance. They woul d need to be

t owed.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
for your input. Thank you for your
testi nony.

M. HARRI SO\ All right.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Menber
Lozada, you're okay?

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  |'m
fine, yes. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Al
right. M. d ass.

THE CLERK: M. Chairnman,
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our next --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Do you
have correspondence fromthe Gty
Solicitor's Ofice?

THE CLERK: | do,

M. Chairman. The foll ow ng enai
is froma senior attorney, the
Legi sl ati on and Legal Counseling
Unit of the Phil adel phia Law
Departnent. Placing a

w ndow wi ndshi el d barnacle on a
vehicle would qualify as handling in
any manner under Chapter
9-605(11) (b) of The Phil adel phi a
Code and woul d therefore be
prohibited wth prior ticketing by
| aw enforcenent. Separate

| egi sl ati on woul dn't be needed
because it does suffice as it's
bei ng used to i mobilize a vehicle.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  So,
Menber Lozada, that was for your
guesti on on what about what can we
do i medi ately. And so, that enuil

shoul d be forwarded to the Deputy
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Conmm ssi oner and nenbers of this
Commi tt ee.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:  Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  You're
wel cone. Who is our next witness to
testify?

THE CLERK: M. Chairnman,

M kina would |li ke to be recognized
agai n.

M5. HARRISON: Hi. [|I'm
sorry. | think I understood your
email fromthe Legal Departnent.

Are they referring to Bill No.
1606827

THE CLERK: Yes. That's
known as the ticket-to-tow | aw.

M5. HARRI SON: Ckay. Geat.
Al right. | just wanted to make
sure because | wasn't clear because
I'"'mnot a | egal person. But under
that there is an exception that in a
| i censed parking lot a vehicle nmay
be noved to another |ocation in the

parking lot prior to being towed or
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ticketed. So if you would be able
to send that back to them that
woul d be great because we are able
to relocate, handle and touch a
vehicle as long as we're not tow ng
it and it remains on that property.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So |'m
not clear about the distinction.

But what | heard them say was that
under that classification, what was
that to be handl ed? Wat was the
exact -- so why don't we get
clarification on that.

M5. HARRI SON:  Ckay.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: And
before we pass it on final passage,
we wi Il have that distinction nmade
clear. kay?

M5. HARRI SON: Thank you.
Thank you, Councilman. | appreciate
it.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  You're
wel cone.

M. dass, who is the next

witness to testify?
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THE CLERK: M. Chairman,
Deputy Conmm ssioner Francis Healy
woul d I'i ke to be recogni zed.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:
Conmm ssi oner -- Deputy Comm ssi oner.

DEPUTY COWM SSI ONER HEALY:
| just have one question. | don't
know who from Law of fered that
emai |, but | want sonme conmuni cati on
with the Law Departnent on that very
point. | also believe that the
handling -- | nean, | hel ped draft
that specific section that dealt
wth towers, not the |ot.
Therefore, | was told previously
that it didn't apply and | renenber
havi ng specifically that
conversation with nmenbers of the Law
Departnent, so I'mcurious to see
who authored that. And if you can
forward that to me, I1'd like to
clarify that because --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Woul d you
pl ease, M. dass. W need

clarification, M. dass, as to
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whet her or not that included | ots.

THE CLERK: | will send that
to you now, Deputy Conmmi ssi oner.

DEPUTY COW SSI ONER HEALY:
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Ckay.
Who's next to testify next,

M. d ass?

THE CLERK: M. Chairnman,
Counci | mrenber Lozada would like to
be recogni zed.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Menber
Lozada.

COUNCI LMOVAN LOZADA: | was
just going to say the sane thing
what the Deputy Comm ssioner said.
| want to nake sure there's clarity
on this, because again this needs to
be consi dered separately fromthe
tow ng piece, right, the
ticket-and-tow. This to ne should
require its own |legislation that is
very clear and very specific so that
there is no confusion.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Agr eed.
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That's why we're doing this. You're
right. Thank you, Menber Lozada.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

M. G ass, who's next to testify?

THE CLERK: M. Chairnman,
our next witness is Tonya Looney.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

Ms. Looney, are you connected?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

Ms. Looney, good afternoon. Are you
connect ed?

M5. LOONEY: | am connect ed,
yes.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you. State your nanme for the record
and pl ease begin your testinony.

M5. LOONEY: My nane is
Tonya Looney. | am acting as
Communi ty Manager at The Dane
Apartnments in Wnnefield,

Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | know
exactly where The Dane is.

M5. LOONEY: Yes.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: The Penn-
Wnne.

M5. LOONEY: Absolutely,
yes.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Al
right. Please begin your testinony.

M5. LOONEY: All right.
Vell, Ms. Harris asked nme to cone on
board to speak to how t he barnacle
or the detention vehicle device has
been working for us. W had an
account with Barnacle before |
actually took over as the comunity
manager here, which was in about
July of this year. W had private
parking in the front of our
buil ding. There's a circle. W
have | oadi ng zones in the front and
the back. W have garage parking
and we have private parking in the
back of our building surface |evel
par ki ng.

W were using the barnacle
to enforce the parking enforcenent

agreed to by every resident who has
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private parking. Wen soneone parKks
In private parking spaces that are
paid for by residents, they are
detai ned by the barnacle. It's

al ways the sane rate. Just as if
you went to a gas station and you
buy $30 worth of gas they m ght hold
$100 on your card. So it's been our
experience that there is a
processing fee that holds a certain
amount on an individual's card.

What they end up paying in the end
is about $175 to $200. Is that
correct, M kina?

M5. HARRI SON: W actually
just charge 150 at that | ocation,
just 150.

M5. LOONEY: Ckay. So it's
always a flat rate. The issue that
we' ve had and why we use the
barnacl e i s because | have paying
mai nt enance out, oncall naintenance
staff, hours of overtine and ny
predecessor Ms. Bernard managed the

property before ne, she's now taking
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nore of a corporate role, we had no
answer to illegal parking. W
called the police, and sonetines
they are here to ticket cars and
sonetines they don't show at all.

So we had peopl e who were taking
advant age, people that were not even
resi dents parking on our private
property.

Qur gate which stops people
fromconmng in and out of our
surface parking garage in the back
was broken because soneone ran into
it. Wen that happened, we had
peopl e fromthe nei ghborhood pulling
into our private |lot parking. The
only recourse was to call, get them
ti cketed before we could get them
towed. |If the police did not show,
then there was nothing we could do.
W can't get a car towed without a
ticket, which is why we started
usi ng the barnacl e servi ce.

When | net M kina during ny

tenure at The Dane, she decided to
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t ake over that whol e parking
enforcenent role for us because it's
really not the job of a maintenance
team of a high-rise apartnent. The
job is to maintain the units, not to
enforce parking. So we signed a
contract with A Bob's Towi ng and Bob
(inaudible) to assist us with
enforcing the private parking on our
lot and it's been working great.
She's very hel pful.

She works wth -- she works
with the residents or the violators
who are in other people' s spots, and
it's always been consistent with
what' s being charged. She even
gi ves discounts. She'll waive fees,
but she's providing a great service.
| do agree that -- | do know t hat
there are other providers who
upcharge what barnacle, you know,
charges regularly because that is
not reqgulated. But the service in
itself has been a |ifesaver here.

W no | onger have the issue
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of residents who are not residents
par ki ng on our |ot, even residents
who are violators parking in our
| oadi ng zones overni ght, barnacle
resolved that problem |[|If our gate
goes down, they know that there's
going to be a consequence, and
that's really just a probl em of
private owners. W need
consequence. And not to speak
negatively of our police force, but
we know that there is a lot that
they have to do in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a and par ki ng enf or cenent
IS just adding to their plate, which
IS why sonetines they show,
sonetines they don't because they're
dealing with other high priority
I ssues, so that has not been
sonet hi ng that we can depend on,
getting a ticket and a towin this
case.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you.

M5. LOONEY: Thank you.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: Are there
any questions from nenbers of the
Conmi ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Seei ng
none, thank you for your testinony.

M5. LOONEY: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

M. dass, is that the | ast w tness
to testify?

THE CLERK: M. Chairnman,
there's one nore witness, N cole
Eunes.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

Ms. Eunes, are you there? Are you
connect ed?

M5. EUMES: H . | amhere
onli ne because -- can you hear ne?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes, we
can.

M5. EUMES: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: State
your nane and begi n your testinony
pl ease.

M5. EUMES: H. M nane is
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Ni col e Eunes. | manage a property
on 6451 Oxford Avenue and we are
having a lot of issues with
abandoned cars and people that are
parking illegally, like on the fire
zones and stuff like that. And it
has been really, really hard getting
the police here trying to get them
tickets so they can tow them Right
now in the |ast week we have had
| i ke about three stolen cars on our
property and we can't get them out.
Only the police cone and get them
out. Hopefully with this new device
we'll get alittle help fromthemin
getting themout. That's all.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
so much for your testinony.

M5. EUMES:. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Are there
any questions for this wtness?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Seei ng

none, M. dass, is that the final

W t ness?
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THE CLERK: Yes,

M. Chairman, that was our final
wi tness for this resolution.

The next thing we have is
public coment and our public
comenter i s standing by.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: kay.
Let's start with public coment.

Who do we have first?

THE CLERK: M. Chairman,
there is one individual. Her nane
I s Sara Reagan.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Sara, say
It again.

THE CLERK: Reagan.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

Ms. Reagan, are you connected?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Hel | o,
are you connect ed?

M5. REAGAN. Hel |l 0?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Hi. How
are you? Good afternoon.

M5. REAGAN. Good afternoon.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: State
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your nane for the record and pl ease
begi n your testinony.

M5. REAGAN. H. M nane is
Sara Reagan. On Cctober 29th | was
in a parking | ot across as you turn
off of Green Lane onto Main Street.
| mredi ately on the right | pulled
in. | paid for parking. Had net
sone friends for lunch across the
street. And when | returned to ny
car, there was a yell ow device on ny
W ndshield and it was raining. |

put in the nunber to call which |

t hought was strange. It was called
Payandrel ease.com | didn't feel
confortable that -- | didn't know

what was going on to be honest. |
had never seen anything |ike that
before. So that was on October
29t h.

On | believe it was the 9th
of Novenber there was a newscast. |
did feel like | was taken advant age
of so | nade a phone call to the

tow ng conpany and spoke with Lisa
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and she -- we spoke for 23 m nutes
actually that day. And so, we went
back and forth about what they're
calling a barnacle and why they
decided to use that type of device.
| don't knowif it's |legal or not.
It didn't seemlike fromthe
newscast that the -- the |aw that
they cited was that ny car coul d not
be booted or have anything put on it
wi thout a ticket fromthe police, so
"' mnot exactly sure what is the
case.

However, she asked nme to
give her 24 hours. | had asked her
for a refund and she wanted to think
about it. So | thought that was
al so strange. If there was even a
contenpl ation, then clearly
sonet hing was not right. So she and
| texted through the dispatcher.

For the next couple of days | did
not hear back fromher. So |I called
again on the 15th and spoke with one

of the secretaries there. | was on
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t he phone with her for 11 m nutes
wai ting and she had stated that Lisa
was in the neeting.

Eventual ly Lisa did get on
the phone. And in order to process
a refund, she told ne she needed ny
hone address and that she would nail
me a check. That al so sounded
strange considering when | had to
pay the ticket it was a Venno
transaction, and | don't know, just
everything about it seened off. And
she did agree to refund a portion of
nmy paynent which was originally
$435, which they brought it down to
105 in order to take that device off
my car, and | could not | eave
wi t hout that being done obviously.

There was sone confusion
wi th the device nunber and the zone
nunber with the parking lot. MW
friends did wait for ne in their
car. They didn't have a boot. It
was just my car, so |I'mnot sure

what the policy was in ternms of who
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got booted and who didn't. But when
| went back to ny Venno to see who
the person was that | Venno'd,
don't know if |'m pronouncing his
nanme properly, but Ahnen Johnson was
the name of the person who |
Venno' d.

"' m not sure how he's
i nvolved with that particular tow ng
conpany, but | can see at |east 16
transactions from other people to
himin regards to these devices, and
the comments when they had nade
their paynent were either parking
scam a ticket, car boot, things
like that. So it's clearly happened
to nore people than just ne. |
never did get a refund because |
refused to give ny hone address. |
didn't really feel that that was
safe. So that's kind of ny story.

| would like to get a
refund. | would like to know what
the actual law is and how this

hearing is going to stop that from
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happeni ng to sonebody el se or put it
in the law so that it happens
| egal ly.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
so much for your testinony. To
answer that is a part of what we are
considering is there has to be
predictability, there has to be
consi stency, there has to be
nmoni tori ng of these types of
devices. All that is being
considered as a part of this
| egi sl ation.

VWhat 1'd i ke to also say is
that there probably should be a
nmeeti ng between Deputy Conmi ssi oner
Heal y, the Phil adel phia Parking
Authority, the Cty Solicitor's
Ofice to kind of cone to terns on
what aspects where these devices
woul d be prohibited. And so, we
want to narrowWy define what this
| egi sl ation covers so that it gives
peopl e that are victins of barnacl es

at | east sone rul es and gui des on
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how t hey can conduct their affairs.
And so, that's the purpose of this
whol e hearing. And so, we don't
have an answer for you right away
but pl ease stay connected to this
| egi slation. Then we will get to
the answers of it.

M5. REAGAN. Ckay. WII
someone reach out to ne or | should
just follow up with the --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | f you

wi |l put your phone nunmber in the
chat, M. Gass wll nmake sure
your -- or your enmail in the chat,
we will make sure that you stay

connected with that.

M5. REAGAN. Ckay. |
appreciate it. | really did feel
like I was being taken advant age of.
So thank you for taking the tine to
l'isten.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: No, thank
you for raising the issue. You and
6abc brought it to our attention

because in various ways fromthe 7th
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to the 4th Districts we've been
getting conplaints. So thank you.

M5. REAGAN. Ckay.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA
M. Chair, this resident --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Menber
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  This
resi dent nentioned that she was
unconf ortabl e giving out her
personal information, her address.
Can we recommend that we put our
of fice nunber or M. d ass's nunber
in the chat so that she can reach
out to himnore privately is
probably --

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yeah, |
think that's a better way to go.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
for that, Menmber Lozada.

Al right. M. dass --

M5. REAGAN. Also, if | may

make one nore coment. |'monly on
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an audio link so | can't actually
see the chat or access the chat.
Maybe sonebody coul d --

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: Can we
share that nunber so she can wite
It down?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  So why
don't you call our office,

215-686 --

M5. REAGAN:  Uh- huh.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: -- 3417
and ask for M. G ass. Gve us
about 30 m nutes.

M5. REAGAN: All right.

It's Anthony 3 ass. |'ve spoken
with himbefore. | should give him
a call?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes.

M5. REAGAN. Ckay.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Pl ease.

M5. REAGAN. All right.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
so very much.

M5. REAGAN: Yeah. He has

nmy email too, so I'll follow up with
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hi m  Thank you.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank

you.
M5. REAGAN. Yeah, bye-bye.
COUNCI LMAN JONES:

M. 4 ass.

THE CLERK: M. Chairman,
M kina Harrison would like to be
recogni zed.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes,
pl ease.

MS. HARRISON:. Hi . Yes, |
just wanted to follow up with
Ms. Reagan, | think it is. So just
to clear that up, M. Reagan
actually paid for another parking
| ot and she did not nention that
here, but she understands that
that's why she was told by Lisa that
t hey woul d consider giving her a
refund because it was recogni zed
that she actually did pay for a
parking lot that was two bl ocks down
the street. She did not pay for the

parking lot in which she was at,
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which is why the barnacle systemis
so great because you can actually
tell all of that and it's tracked.

Qur refund process is to
mai | a check for bookkeepi ng
pur poses and she did not want to
provide that, but it was offered to
her. So | definitely wanted to
follow up with that.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Al
right. Thank you --

M5. REAGAN. And if | may
since I'mstill on the line. |
agree with that, so maybe that needs
to al so becone a part of the
conversation. M phone picked up a
different -- | did actually nention
that there was a problemw th the
zone nunber. And so, ny phone
pi cked up the |lot that was down the
street versus the one that was where
| was parked and | didn't know the
di fference because it just said ny
par ki ng was paid so | went about ny

busi ness.
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It didn't tell nme the
address of the lot or anything |ike
that. So if it's going to be
pi cking up other lots within the
area, that is going to be a problem
for people. That is still going to
be a probl em because then you think
you're parked legally and clearly
the --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So what
we're going to do --

M5. REAGAN. So that m ght
be a whol e ot her issue.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So thank
you for the --

M5. REAGAN: And if | may
al so say, there was a policy for a
refund but there was no policy to
get the noney for ne. There was
no -- | didn't have to fill out any
formse and | was asked to Venno,
which | don't know if that's being
tracked for bookkeepi ng purposes.
But it just seened odd that a

paynent coul d be received that way
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but no refund could go that way.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So there
is alot of roomfor tightening up
for regulations and policy going
forward and we wi Il consider that as
a part of ongoing negotiations for
this legislation. So thank you for
your testinony. Thank you all.

M. dass, is that the | ast
W t ness?

THE CLERK: M. Chairnman,
there are no other w tnesses for
public coment at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
so very much. W will pause to
all ow the witnesses to di sconnect
and this will end our public
hearing. And we will commence our
public hearing to vote on actions
regarding these bills and
resolutions. Gve us a mnute.

kay. M. d ass.

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

M. d ass?
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THE CLERK: Yes,
M. Chai r man.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Al
right. Can we take the roll so that
we can begin our public neeting.

THE CLERK: Yes,

M. Chai r man.

Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Hi .
Present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: | am
here and present, ny brother.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  |'m
present .

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
afternoon. |'m present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Good
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afternoon. |'m present.

THE CLERK: Vi ce- Chairnan

Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:
Present.

THE CLERK: And, Chairman
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Present.
A quorumis present. This begins
our public neeting.

And the Chair now recognizes
Vi ce- Chair Johnson for an anmendnent
to Bill No. 230571.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you, M. Chairman.

| offer an anendnent to Bil
No. 230571. A copy of the anendnent
has been circulated to all nenbers
of the Commttee. | nove that the
anmendnent be approved.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: |s there
a second?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

Second.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES:  kay.

You can't npbve and second.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: | can
second.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Al
right. It has been noved and

properly seconded that an anmendnent

to Bill No. 230571 be approved.

Al those in favor will say
aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI LMAN JONES: Al those
opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI LMAN JONES: The ayes
have it.

The Chair now recogni zes
again Vice-Chair Johnson for a
notion on Bill No. 230571 as
amended.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you, M. Chairnan.

I nove that Bill No. 230751
as anended be reported fromthis

Commttee with a favorabl e
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reconmmendati on and further nove that

the rules of Council be suspended to

permt first reading of this bill at
t he next session of Council.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: |s there
a second?

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

Second.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Second.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: It has
been approved -- noved and properly

seconded that the anended Bill
230571 be approved.
Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI LMAN JONES: The ayes
have it -- those opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI LMAN JONES: The ayes
have it.
The Chair agai n recogni zes
Counci | menber Johnson or Vice-Chair

Johnson for the notion on Bill No.
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230 --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  699.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: 699,
there you go.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you, M. Chairnman.

I nove that Bill No. 230699
be reported fromthis Commttee with
a favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt first
reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Is there
a second?

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:

Second.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: It has
been noved and properly seconded
that we nove Bill No. 230699 --

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  699.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: 699 from
this Commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove that

the rules of Council be suspended to
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permt next reading at our next
session of Council.

Al those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: The ayes
have it.

The Chair agai n recogni zes
Counci | menber Johnson for a notion
on Bill No. 230 --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  700.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  700.
Thank you, sir.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you, M. Chairnman.

| nove that Bill No. 230700
be reported fromthis Commttee with
a favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt first
reading of this bill at the next

sessi on of Council.
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COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Second.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: It has
been noved and properly seconded
that Bill No. 230700 be noved from
this Commttee wwth a favorable
reconmendat i on.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: The ayes
have it. This bill has been
approved.

| believe that's the
| ast --

THE CLERK: Yes,

M. Chairnan, that was our fina
bill for today's hearing.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So t hat
concl udes the business of the
Commttee on Public Safety regarding

the followng bills and resol utions.
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Thank you so nuch for your patience.
Thank you so nuch for your actions.
Have a great day.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
M. Chairman, | just want to say
t hank you and thank you to all of ny
col | eagues for unani nously
supporting my exoneration
| egi slation and to all the hard-
wor ki ng nmenbers of the Conm ttee.
Thank you everybody. | appreciate
you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Wl |,
done, sir. Congratul ations.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

Bye- bye.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Good
] ob.

(Hearing concl uded at
3:12 p.m)
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I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evidence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken by
me in the foregoing nmatter, and that this is a

correct transcript of the sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public
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di rect control and/or supervision of the
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