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1

2               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Good

3     afternoon.  Thank you for attending the

4     Streets and Services hearing.  We have a

5     quorum present, and to my left we have

6     Councilman Greenlee.  To my right,

7     Councilwoman Bass and Councilman Oh.

8               We would now like to start the

9     hearing.  Mr. McMonagle, please -- before

10     we do that, for the record, I just want

11     to read bills that are on hold by the

12     call of the sponsors.  Bill No. 130329,

13     Bill No. 150718, 150786, 150789, 150785,

14     and 150900 will be held.

15               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

16     title of the first bill.

17               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150269, an

18     ordinance establishing parking

19     regulations in the vicinity of:

20     Catharine Street and 16th Street; Broad

21     Street and Reed Street; Dickinson Street

22     and 18th Street; Carlisle Street and Reed

23     Street; 15th Street and Tasker Street;

24     Carpenter Street and 21st Street; Smedley

25     Street and Bainbridge Street; and
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2               Bill No. 150270, an ordinance

3     establishing parking regulations in the

4     vicinity of:  18th Street and Bainbridge

5     Street, Bainbridge Street and 17th

6     Street; Carlisle Street and Porter

7     Street; and Carpenter Street and 20th

8     Street; and

9               Bill No. 150271, an ordinance

10     establishing parking regulations in the

11     vicinity of:  St. Albans Street and 21st

12     Street, Packer Avenue and 15th Street;

13     Emily Street and 16th Street; Hicks

14     Street and Shunk Street; Carlisle Street

15     and Wolf Street; and

16               Bill No. 150669, an ordinance

17     establishing parking regulations in the

18     vicinity of:  McKean Street to 9th

19     Street; Dickinson Street to 12th Street;

20     Camac Street to Ritner Street; 13th

21     Street to Passyunk Avenue; Juniper Street

22     to Fitzwater Street.

23               (Witness approached podium.)

24               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

25               Ms. Bracley, please just state
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2     your name and then begin with your

3     testimony.

4               MS. BRACLEY:  Good afternoon,

5     Council.  My name is Dionne Bracley,

6     Deputy Manager for the Philadelphia

7     Parking Authority.  Thank you for

8     allowing me to testify before Council

9     regarding Ordinances 150269, 150270,

10     150271, and 150669 establishing parking

11     regulations.

12               The Philadelphia Parking

13     Authority has no objection to the

14     ordinances previously read before Council

15     and recommends favorable consideration.

16               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

17     I like that testimony.  Very good.

18               Are there any questions?

19               (No response.)

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

21     none, is there anyone else here to

22     testify on Bill No. 150269, 150270,

23     150271, and 150669?

24               (No response.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing
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2     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

3     title of the next bill.

4               MS. BRACLEY:  Thank you.

5               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

6     for your testimony.

7               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150346, an

8     ordinance amending Section 9-204 of The

9     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Sidewalk

10     Vendors in Center City," by eliminating a

11     previously designated vendor location,

12     adding a new vendor location, and adding

13     to the list of locations that shall not

14     be designated for vending, all under

15     certain terms and conditions.

16               (Witness approached witness

17     table.)

18               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

19               Ms. Swanson, thank you.  You're

20     going to be testifying, just for the

21     record, 150346 with testimony as amended.

22     Please proceed.

23               MS. SWANSON:  Good afternoon,

24     Chairman Squilla and members of the

25     Committee on Streets and Services.  My
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2     name is Rebecca Swanson.  I am the

3     Director of Policy and Legislative

4     Affairs for the Department of Licenses

5     and Inspections.  Today I am here to

6     provide testimony on Bill No. 150346,

7     which, if enacted, will amend Section

8     9-204 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

9     "Sidewalk Vendors in Center City."

10               The bill would eliminate a

11     previously designated sidewalk vendor

12     location on the east side of 16th Street

13     between Sansom and Moravian Streets and

14     would add this block to the list of

15     locations where vending is prohibited.

16     The bill would add a sidewalk vendor

17     location on the east side of 16th Street

18     between Chestnut and Sansom Streets.  The

19     Department has no objections to this bill

20     and is prepared to enforce its provisions

21     should it become law.

22               Thank you for the opportunity

23     to testify.  Happy to answer any

24     questions at this time.

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you
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2     for your testimony.

3               Any questions?

4               (No response.)

5               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

6     none, is there anyone else here to

7     testify on Bill No. 150346?

8               (No response.)

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

10     none, thank you.

11               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

12     title of the next bill.

13               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150661, an

14     ordinance amending Section 9-203 of The

15     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Street

16     Vendors," to permit mobile food vending

17     and mobile food vehicles on the west side

18     of the 5000 block of Wissahickon Avenue,

19     all under certain terms and conditions.

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

21     proceed.

22               MS. SWANSON:  Good afternoon,

23     Chairman Squilla and members of the

24     Committee on Streets and Services.  My

25     name is Rebecca Swanson.  I am the
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2     Director of Policy and Legislative

3     Affairs for the Department of Licenses

4     and Inspections.  Today I am here to

5     provide testimony on Bill No. 150661,

6     which, if enacted, will amend Section

7     9-203 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

8     "Street Vendors."

9               The bill would permit street

10     vending, including mobile food vending,

11     on the west side of the 5000 block of

12     Wissahickon Avenue.  The Department has

13     no objections to this bill and is

14     prepared to enforce its provisions if it

15     becomes law.

16               Thank you for the opportunity

17     to provide the Department's testimony.

18               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

19     for your testimony.

20               Any questions?

21               (No response.)

22               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

23     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

24     No. 150661?

25               (No response.)
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2               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

3               For the record, I also want to

4     say that Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez is

5     present.

6               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

7     title of the next bill.

8               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150860, an

9     ordinance amending Section 9-205 of The

10     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Sidewalk

11     Sales," to prohibit sidewalk vending on

12     the southern side of Hunting Park Avenue

13     between Stokely and 30th Street to

14     include Bakers Square Center shopping

15     center, all under certain terms and

16     conditions.

17               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  For the

18     record also, this testimony will be, Bill

19     No. 150860, as amended.  Thank you.

20               Please proceed.

21               MS. SWANSON:  Good afternoon,

22     Chairman Squilla and members of the

23     Committee on Streets and Services.  My

24     name is Rebecca Swanson.  I am the

25     Director of Policy and Legislative
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2     Affairs for the Department of Licenses

3     and Inspections.  Today I'm here to

4     provide testimony on Bill No. 150860,

5     which, if enacted, would amend Section

6     9-205 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

7     "Sidewalk Sales," to prohibit sidewalk

8     sales in a designated area.

9               The bill, as amended, would

10     prohibit sidewalk vending on the southern

11     side of Hunting Park Avenue between

12     Stokely Street and 30th Street.  The

13     Department has no objection to this

14     amended bill and is prepared to enforce

15     its provision should it become law.

16               The Department understands that

17     an earlier version of this bill sought to

18     prohibit sidewalk sales on this section

19     of Hunting Park Avenue as well as in the

20     adjacent Bakers Square Shopping Center.

21     After review, we determined that this

22     bill would have been unenforceable,

23     because this section of Title 9 applies

24     only to sidewalk sales on the public

25     right-of-way.  There is no authority in
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2     this section to prohibit sidewalk sales

3     within a privately held shopping center

4     that is zoned for retail sales.

5               Thank you for the opportunity

6     to provide the Department's testimony on

7     Bill No. 150860.  I will be happy to

8     answer any questions at this time.

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

10               Any questions?

11               (No response.)

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

13     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

14     No. 150860?

15               (No response.)

16               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

17     so much for your testimony.

18               MS. SWANSON:  Thank you.

19               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:

20     Mr. McMonagle, please read the title of

21     the next bill.

22               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150670, an

23     ordinance amending Title 12 of The

24     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Traffic

25     Code," by adding a new Chapter 12-3200,
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2     entitled "Fee for Local Use," to impose a

3     fee on each non-exempt vehicle registered

4     to an address located in the City, all

5     under certain terms and conditions.

6               (Witnesses approached witness

7     table.)

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

9     Mr. Carroll, this bill, as amended, will

10     be testified.  State your name for the

11     record and proceed.

12               MR. CARROLL:  My name is

13     Michael Carroll.  I am the Deputy

14     Commissioner for Transportation for the

15     Philadelphia Department of Streets.

16               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

17     proceed with your testimony.

18               MR. CARROLL:  Good afternoon,

19     Chairman Squilla, Councilwoman Bass, and

20     members of the Committee.  Thank you for

21     the opportunity to appear before you

22     today.  I'm here to offer testimony on

23     Bill No. 150670, which is sponsored by

24     Councilwoman Bass.

25               The Department of Streets
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2     supports this bill, particularly as it is

3     proposed to be amended.  The resources

4     that this fee provides will significantly

5     improve our ability to construct as well

6     as repair and maintain a safe and

7     efficient transportation system.

8               Based on discussions with the

9     sponsor's office, we would like to

10     propose amendments that tweak some of the

11     technical issues and, above all, would

12     allow this bill to go into effect and to

13     start generating revenues three to four

14     months sooner than originally envisioned.

15               I would like to note that local

16     funding sources dedicated to

17     transportation infrastructure allow us to

18     leverage a greater share of regional,

19     state, and federal funding.  This will

20     allow us to upgrade our infrastructure

21     and will have significant long-run

22     benefits to the economic vitality of the

23     City and the quality of life of all

24     Philadelphians.  Enhancing the City's

25     transportation funding in this way is not
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2     only good because we will have better

3     roads, it also supports our ability to

4     pursue policies that make our streets and

5     other rights-of-way safe for all users.

6               Thank you for the opportunity

7     to appear before you today, and thank you

8     to Councilwoman Bass for proposing and

9     sponsoring this bill.  I would be happy

10     to answer any questions you have at this

11     time.

12               MR. PREVIDI:  My name is Bob

13     Previdi.  I'm the Policy Coordinator for

14     the Bicycle Coalition of Greater

15     Philadelphia.  I'm speaking in favor of

16     Bill No. 150670.  We're very much in

17     favor of this bill.  Anything that can

18     put some money into the Streets

19     Department to make our streets safer for

20     everybody is something we are very much

21     in favor of.  And we're sponsoring a

22     hearing -- not a hearing.  We're

23     sponsoring an all-day conference to go

24     over Vision Zero concepts for which this

25     would support.
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2               So I thank you very much for

3     your time and can answer any questions.

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

5     Bob.

6               Are there any questions?

7               Councilwoman Bass.

8               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

9     Mr. Chairman.

10               I just really wanted to thank

11     both of you for being here today and

12     testifying in favor of the bill and

13     acknowledging that this is something

14     that's going to make a significant

15     improvement, especially I think if you

16     drive our City streets.  And one of the

17     problems that we all know too well is

18     that people speed in Philadelphia.  When

19     the light turns yellow, that means hurry

20     up, not slow down in Philadelphia for

21     some reason.  And so I think that we'll

22     be able to put some traffic-calming

23     measures in place that will really make

24     it safer, safer for drivers, safer for

25     pedestrians, for the City as a whole.
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2               So I just really wanted to

3     thank you all for being in support of

4     this very important bill.

5               Thank you.

6               MR. PREVIDI:  And I want to

7     thank you, Councilwoman, for your

8     leadership on this issue.  Thank you.

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

10               Are there any other questions?

11               (No response.)

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

13     none, is there anybody else here to

14     testify on Bill No. 150670?

15               (No response.)

16               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

17     none, thank you for your testimony.

18               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

19     title of the next bill.

20               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150748, an

21     ordinance amending Chapter 10-700 of The

22     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Refuse and

23     Littering," to make changes relating to:

24     City collection of waste; separation of

25     recyclable materials from other waste for
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2     City and private collection; private

3     collection of waste for those not

4     eligible to receive City collection;

5     planning, reporting, education and

6     signage requirements applicable with

7     respect to certain regulated premises;

8     providing for penalties and enforcement;

9     and making technical changes; all under

10     certain terms and conditions.

11               (Witness approached witness

12     table.)

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

14               Please state your name for the

15     record and proceed with your testimony.

16               MR. BRESEE:  Phil Bresee,

17     Director of Recycling, Streets

18     Department.

19               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Proceed.

20               MR. BRESEE:  Good afternoon,

21     Chairman Squilla and members of the

22     Committee on Streets and Services.  My

23     name is Phil Bresee, the City's Recycling

24     Director in the Department of Streets.

25     I'm here to provide testimony on Bill No.
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2     150748, as amended and circulated, which

3     will update Chapter 10-700 of City Code

4     and authorize the Department to consider

5     issuing regulations that more accurately

6     reflect the current approaches to

7     recycling and solid waste management.  We

8     appreciate the opportunity to provide

9     this input and wish to thank the bill

10     sponsor, Councilwoman Cindy Bass, and her

11     staff for all of her support in helping

12     craft this important piece of

13     legislation.

14               The original recycling

15     ordinance, 1251-A, was adopted in 1987

16     and was one of the first of its kind in

17     the U.S.  It actually predates

18     Pennsylvania Act 101 of 1988, which was

19     the catalyst for establishing recycling

20     programs and goals across the

21     Commonwealth.  So while we can check off

22     the recycling ordinance on the City's

23     long list of firsts, its related chapters

24     of City Code have to be updated to

25     reflect today's thinking.
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2               Act 101 also requires that

3     jurisdictions update their ordinances as

4     part of their ten-year solid waste

5     management plans.  So we have been

6     working with our Solid Waste and

7     Recycling Advisory Committee to update

8     our plan, and we're approaching the home

9     stretch.  So the changes that we're

10     authorized to make through this bill will

11     be well timed.

12               At this point, I will quickly

13     walk Council through some of the key

14     focus areas of Bill No. 150748.

15               In Section 10-701 of Code, the

16     amended bill creates new or revised

17     definitions for key terms in order to

18     make them consistent with those

19     definitions in other parts of 10-700.  It

20     will also make definitions consistent

21     with current practices in the field,

22     which are designed to ensure property

23     owners and commercial tenants alike are

24     in compliance with our recycling

25     ordinance by filing and posting recycling



Committee on Streets and Services
November 30, 2015

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 20

1     11/30/15 - STREETS - BILL 140722, etc.

2     plans, arranging for recycling services,

3     providing for recycling bins, and

4     educating their employees.

5               The bill strikes outdated

6     sections of Code in Section 10-717,

7     entitled "Source Separation, Collection,

8     and Disposal of Refuse," that are related

9     to the administration of the recycling

10     program and predates the evolution of the

11     City's commitment to recycling, state

12     law, and overall public support.

13     Moreover, the old language also predates

14     and does not reflect current recyclables

15     collection and processing approaches,

16     such as single-stream, and the

17     recyclability of current program

18     materials, including food and beverage

19     cartons and some plastics.  In current

20     form, it also actually limits the number

21     of bins or bundles of recyclables that

22     can be set out to four.  So the revised

23     Section 10-717 will authorize the

24     Department to issue updated regulations

25     pertaining to designated recyclable
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2     materials, types of containers,

3     quantities and volumes, dates and times

4     for set-out.

5               The bill also codifies the

6     Department's authority to enforce the

7     City's recycling requirements and modify

8     the dollar value of fines through changes

9     to Section 10-718.  It is important to

10     note that our intent here is to be able

11     to increase fines for non-compliance by

12     commercial establishments.  The current

13     level of $50 for a violation was set in

14     January 2010, and instead of convincing

15     violators to get with the program, we

16     believe it can be treated by larger

17     businesses as merely a cost of doing

18     business.

19               Section 10-724, entitled

20     "Commercial Sector Waste Management and

21     Recycling," concerns business recycling

22     or recycling in regulated premises as

23     defined in the bill.  The bill also

24     repeals outdated and impractical

25     requirements, including requirements that
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2     businesses report the amount of waste

3     generated at their premises each year and

4     that request them to allow the Department

5     to share that data as part of our annual

6     reporting.  The reporting schemes that we

7     use now are structured differently.  We

8     use private haulers on behalf of all the

9     businesses, and that's much more

10     efficient from an administrative

11     standpoint.  The bill also clarifies the

12     Department's authority to issue

13     regulations related to the online

14     business recycling plan filing, tenant

15     and occupant recycling education

16     requirements, recycling bins, and

17     signage.  It's worth noting that the

18     Department has already developed uniform

19     recycling outreach and signage templates

20     that we believe aid businesses in this

21     requirement.

22               Finally, the bill allows for

23     amending Section 10-726, "Disposal of

24     Curbside Refuse, Rubbish, Garbage and

25     Recyclable Materials," chiefly to conform
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2     to the new Section 10-717.

3               The changes that Bill No.

4     150748, as amended, will allow have been

5     shared with stakeholders, including the

6     Solid Waste and Recycling Advisory

7     Committee, who voiced support at their

8     November 19th meeting.  Indeed, the

9     additional whereas statements that have

10     been included through amendment

11     incorporate opinions shared by the

12     Advisory Committee.  The changes also

13     reflect departmental experience and

14     lessons learned from more than 20 years

15     of managing and facilitating recycling

16     programs in Philadelphia.  We have made

17     tremendous strides with recycling during

18     the last few years, particularly with the

19     curbside recycling program.  Bill No.

20     150748 will not just bring the City in

21     compliance with state rules, but will

22     also facilitate the development of new

23     tools and regulations that help improve

24     recycling in the future.

25               Thanks again for this
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2     opportunity to provide testimony, and I'd

3     be happy to take questions.

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

5     for your testimony.

6               Are there any questions?

7               (No response.)

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

9     none, is there anyone else here to

10     testify on Bill No. 150748?

11               (No response.)

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Phil,

13     thank you for your testimony.

14               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

15     title of the next bill.

16               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150788, an

17     ordinance authorizing Nancy S.

18     Trachtenberg, ("Owner") to install, own

19     and maintain an open-air sidewalk cafe at

20     1444 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA

21     19146, under certain terms and

22     conditions.

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

24     Mr. McMonagle.

25               This bill is being amended.  Is
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2     there anyone here to testify from the

3     Administration on Bill No. 150788?

4     Please proceed to the table.

5               (Witnesses approached witness

6     table.)

7               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Councilman

8     Johnson.

9               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  How ya

10     doing, Councilman Squilla?  150788, it

11     resides in the 2nd Councilmanic District.

12     There have been several amendments to the

13     bill, but we will hear some testimony,

14     pro and con, regarding the bill.  And so

15     my hope is that we'll continue working on

16     the issue.

17               I would like to pass the bill

18     out of Committee and continue working

19     around the issues regarding the outdoor

20     seating at the location located at Broad

21     and Dickinson Street in South

22     Philadelphia.

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

24     Councilman Johnson.

25               Please state your name for the
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2     record and then proceed with your

3     testimony.  Are you both going to

4     testify?

5               (Yes.)

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.  You

7     could start first, sir.

8               DR. SCHMID:  First of all,

9     thank you for the opportunity to speak

10     before you today.  My name is Dr. Dale

11     Schmid.  I am the owner-occupant of 1442

12     South Broad Street, the property

13     immediately adjacent to Benna's West,

14     which is the property requesting a change

15     to this Bill 150788, and we are here

16     today to testify in opposition to this

17     bill.

18               This request is largely based

19     on the previous owner's action as well as

20     the South Broad Street Neighborhood

21     Association with whom we have rigorously

22     communicated our concerns over a number

23     of months and for which we believe that

24     our concerns have been largely ignored.

25     They have to do with the congestion
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2     caused by an intrusion caused on nearby

3     residences from outdoor cafe seating,

4     particularly on Broad Street; excessive

5     unmonitored smoking in violation of the

6     Outdoor Clean Air Act, Bill No. 050063-A;

7     frequent unattended dogs tied up outside

8     the pop-up -- on Broad Street, posing a

9     public safety risk to pedestrians and

10     other unintended consequences; bicycles,

11     motorcycles, mopeds parked on the

12     sidewalk flock to adjacent private

13     property, in violation of Code of

14     Philadelphia Title 12-807(1) Bicycle

15     Regulations and Penalties; and delivery

16     trucks and cafe patrons parked in the

17     marked bus zone, in violation of Code of

18     Philadelphia 12-901(1)(b), in violation

19     of -- under Miscellaneous Regulations and

20     Penalties.

21               We also in your packets that

22     you received included extensive

23     photographic documentation of this, as

24     well as a petition that was signed by 55

25     of the most immediate residents of that
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2     block and the surrounding blocks, largely

3     by homeowners, supporting our opposition

4     to the passage of this bill.

5               As longtime residents of South

6     Broad Street, we are deeply concerned

7     with the quality of life on South Broad

8     Street and then have invested literally

9     hundreds of thousands of dollars to bring

10     back some of these fine old homes to

11     single-family dwellings and are deeply

12     concerned about these issues as they

13     impact residents.  We don't believe that

14     these are typical circumstances of city

15     living in an urban area.

16               Therefore -- however, we are

17     not opposed to growth and, therefore, if

18     this should be defeated today and come up

19     for future consideration, we would like

20     to propose a friendly amendment that

21     would enable the patrons of the cafe to

22     have outdoor seating on Dickinson Street

23     only, with no presence on Broad Street,

24     and we feel that this would be in the

25     spirit of compromise but also allow for
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2     growth and having the presence of new

3     businesses in the community, but have a

4     severely lessened impact on those of us

5     on Broad Street.

6               So, finally, we wish to note

7     that this is not our first attempt to try

8     to work through an equitable compromise

9     to this situation.  We have been also in

10     communication with Councilman Johnson's

11     office for some months, and so we thank

12     his staff for that and hope that you will

13     consider -- seriously take our

14     considerations into view as you vote on

15     this bill and uphold the opposition to

16     this bill and supporting banning outdoor

17     seating on South Broad Street in this

18     particular neighborhood.

19               Thank you.

20               Do you have anything to add?

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

22               State your name first and then

23     proceed with your testimony.

24               MS. STONE:  My name is Karen

25     Stone and I'm also the homeowner and
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2     resident of 1442 South Broad Street, the

3     most immediate home adjacent to Benna's

4     West, and as I stated at the community

5     meeting, in 21 years I have never been so

6     abused in 21 years.  The patrons that sit

7     there, if they tie their dogs to the

8     rail, I ask them to remove them.  They're

9     rude to me.  They swear at me.  I've

10     asked people a number of times to remove

11     their bicycles from my railing, both

12     sides.  They swear at me or they won't do

13     it.  I've asked them even I think about

14     three, four weeks ago to stop using our

15     tree or our fence around our tree to

16     attach their bicycles to, and they didn't

17     like that and yet they didn't know what

18     to do with their bikes.  My suggestion is

19     that this Benna's West put bike racks on

20     Dickinson right away, as I wrote to

21     Councilman Johnson's office, worry less

22     about the tables on Broad Street, and

23     take care of the patrons they have

24     inside.

25               I mean, we're putting up with a
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2     lot of noise coming through the walls.

3     We haven't complained about that.  I'm

4     just complaining about things that are

5     suable.  People walk outside.  Even my

6     postman, my special delivery postman

7     mentioned to me about the dogs tied up at

8     my rail.  He mentioned to me about the

9     bicycles.  And I just don't understand

10     why we are asked as the homeowners living

11     there 22 years to make a concession.  Why

12     isn't the renter, who has come about to

13     put tables and chairs without a license

14     in a place that is not allowed and

15     continues to do things that are

16     unallowed, not allowed, why do I have to

17     make concessions to that?  Why aren't

18     they making concessions to us?

19               And, yes, there are other cafes

20     nearby and not on Broad Street that have

21     tables and chairs, but I do not see

22     bicycles tied up or attached to people's

23     railings.

24               We asked for a buffer.  I think

25     it's not too much to ask, at least 10 or
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2     15 feet, or there's not that much space

3     on Broad Street.  So why can't they just

4     allow the seating on Dickinson?  Why keep

5     pushing it?  Why keep aggravating

6     everything?  I don't understand.  And to

7     go to the planter.  So they did.  They

8     built a planter.  Fine.  That's great.

9     So, yes, it does give us somewhat

10     semi-privacy.  However, I don't think

11     that's a good thing either, because I was

12     sitting --

13               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Let her go

14     ahead.

15               MS. STONE:  I'm sorry.  I'm

16     very upset.  I can't help it.  I can't be

17     that formal.  I'm upset.  I'm upset that

18     I live there, and I wish all of you lived

19     next to the cafe, because it's upsetting

20     to me.  And so what I wanted to say

21     was -- okay.  The planter.  That's not

22     the end-all reason, because now that

23     blocks the view of people coming around.

24     And I was sitting on my stairs at night

25     and a man came by with a dog and he was
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2     startled and I was startled and the dog

3     was growling.  So it could have been a

4     different situation.

5               So to me, the best thing is not

6     to have seating on South Broad so you can

7     see what's going on, so you can stop the

8     confusion, stop the use of the bus stop,

9     and that's that.  And I'm sorry if this

10     wasn't as formal as it should have been,

11     but I am very upset.  And I've gone to

12     many a meeting and I've missed many days

13     at work.  I've even flown back from

14     Boston to testify.  And I don't get

15     concessions.  I don't get anywhere.

16               So thank you.

17               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

18     for your -- thank you both for your

19     testimony.

20               Councilman Johnson.

21               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Yes.  So

22     my staff will continue trying to find a

23     compromise, and it's good to hear your

24     testimony directly in terms of myself.

25     It was interesting, though, because I
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2     live in Point Breeze all my life, never

3     moved, never lived anywhere else.  I know

4     Broad and Dickinson very well.  I grew up

5     18th and Dickinson, and I remember the

6     business that was there before this

7     business has come.  And so it's just

8     giving me a chance to take this all in

9     full circle, because I've been a

10     long-term resident for 42 years in South

11     Philadelphia.  I'm watching the

12     neighborhood change.  I think it's a good

13     thing that we do have businesses coming

14     into the neighborhood, new residents

15     coming into the neighborhood as well, and

16     it's always that push and pull regarding

17     wanting to be progressive in terms of

18     development, but maybe four or five

19     blocks away from where you live in the

20     core of Point Breeze, this is a huge,

21     major issue.

22               And so we want to support

23     development, but we also are dealing with

24     the same issues that you're talking about

25     that we're addressing today, that push
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2     and pull of new businesses, new residents

3     moving in, put development, and how do

4     you find that compromise so long-term

5     residents -- you've been there for 21

6     years, correct?

7               MS. STONE:  Right.

8               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Long-term

9     residents can also not feel like they're

10     being pushed out of their home as it

11     relates to new development.

12               So I will strongly take into

13     consideration your testimony as I get

14     back with my staff.  We do want to move

15     this bill out of this particular

16     Committee today, but we still have a

17     timeframe between now and the 10th to

18     continue working out the issues regarding

19     how we're going to move forward on the

20     bill.  But it is refreshing to hear your

21     testimony directly from you.  So thank

22     you very much.

23               DR. SCHMID:  Thank you.

24               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

25     Councilman Johnson.
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2               I also have for the record I

3     guess the South Broad Street Neighborhood

4     Association who says they have worked

5     also on your behalf for a long period of

6     time and have several -- a list of

7     provisos in order to try to move this

8     forward that will be added for the

9     record.  I guess you guys have a copy of

10     this.  If not, we can provide a copy.

11               DR. SCHMID:  No, we don't.

12     We'd appreciate that, Councilman.

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  We will

14     provide a copy for you, which is good to

15     see that it's continually being worked

16     on.  And I know a lot of these things

17     aren't easy, but it's nice to see that

18     both sides are still talking.

19               DR. SCHMID:  And I would

20     respectfully disagree that the

21     neighborhood association is actually

22     working on our behalf.  That is one of

23     the frustrations that we've experienced,

24     that we have been not allowed to

25     participate fully in some of the
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2     conversations where they have meetings

3     with Ms. Trachtenberg, where we were not

4     empowered to be a part of that

5     conversation.  So we would like to see

6     the communication improve as well,

7     because we really believe this comes down

8     to communication, and that's why we're

9     offering that friendly amendment as

10     somebody -- as people -- we were the ones

11     that brought back Broad Street from the

12     drug dealers, you know, and our neighbors

13     too.  So, you know, that's why we're not

14     opposed to commerce.  We're not opposed

15     to neighborhood improvement.  We've seen

16     the benefits of that ourselves and have

17     been participants in that, but we would

18     like to have a better dialogue with the

19     neighborhood associations, because we

20     don't feel that our interests have been

21     served or represented well, particularly

22     with respect to the petition.

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All right.

24     Thank you very much.  We appreciate your

25     testimony.
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2               Are there any other questions?

3               MS. STONE:  I'm sorry.  Could I

4     just add one more thing?  I don't know if

5     I said this or not.

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Go ahead.

7               MS. STONE:  I'm really beside

8     myself.  But I just wanted you to know

9     that on April 7th, that online it says,

10     "First look:  Benna's West to open

11     Thursday."  Right there on April 7th, it

12     says Benna's West will open its doors

13     this Thursday.

14               This is just taking a section

15     of the article.

16               "Still to come post-opening,

17     she adds, are six additional tables for

18     outdoor use, one of the first spots on

19     South Broad to usher in outdoor seating."

20               So this to me shows intent.

21     She intended always to have this, and I

22     feel like -- I looked on the City website

23     and it explained if you're a new cafe

24     owner to do due diligence and how to go

25     about it, and I just feel like this
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2     person -- this is her third shop.  And so

3     did she do due diligence and why are we

4     getting the brunt of it, the neighbor?  I

5     just really don't understand why I have

6     to make concessions when that was

7     obviously intended all along.  And that's

8     all I can say.

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

10     Thank you.  Well, thank you for coming in

11     and testifying.  We appreciate it.

12               Are there any other questions?

13               (No response.)

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

15     none, is there anyone else here to

16     testify on Bill No. 150788?

17               THE CLERK:  We have additional

18     testimony.

19               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  I do have

20     a question.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Councilman

22     Johnson.

23               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  So is the

24     owner of the business here?

25               MS. TRACHTENBERG:  Yes.
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2               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  All right.

3     Thank you.

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  They'll be

5     testifying.

6               (Witnesses approached witness

7     table.)

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

9     Please state your name for the record and

10     then both of you proceed with your

11     testimony before any questions.

12               MS. CHIU:  Good afternoon,

13     Chairman Squilla and members of the

14     Streets and Services Committee.  I'm

15     Sarah Chiu, City Planner with the

16     Philadelphia City Planning Commission.

17     I'm here to testify on Bill No. 150788.

18               Bill No. 150788, as amended,

19     will permit the encroachment of an

20     open-air sidewalk cafe at 1444 South

21     Broad Street.  Four tables and eight

22     chairs will encroach approximately 5 feet

23     onto the northern footway of Dickinson

24     Street, leaving approximately 6 and a

25     half walking zone space.  Another two
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2     tables and four chairs will encroach

3     approximately 4 feet onto the western

4     footway of South Broad Street.  That will

5     leave 14 and a half feet of walking zone

6     space.  This proposal satisfied the City

7     Planning Commission's Complete Street

8     Policy standards.

9               At its meeting on November

10     17th, 2015, the Planning Commission

11     recommended Bill No. 150788 for approval

12     as an item in accord with previous

13     policy.

14               MR. TORRENCE:  Good morning,

15     Chairman Squilla and members of the

16     Streets and Services Committee.  My name

17     is St. Martin Torrence.  I'm the Director

18     of Legislative Affairs for the Department

19     of Streets.  I'm here to offer testimony

20     on Bill No. 150788, as amended.

21               This bill authorizes Nancy T.

22     Trachtenberg ("Owner") to install, own

23     and maintain an open-air sidewalk cafe at

24     1444 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA

25     19146, under certain terms and
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2     conditions.

3               Encroachment Description:  Four

4     tables and eight chairs will be located

5     adjacent to the building from

6     approximately 26 feet 0 inches west of

7     the west curbline of South Broad Street,

8     extending to a point approximately 24

9     feet 0 inches farther west and will

10     encroach approximately 5 feet 3 inches

11     onto the north footway of Dickinson

12     Street, leaving a minimum 5 feet 0 inches

13     of clear, unobstructed footway.  No rails

14     will be used.

15               Two tables and four chairs will

16     be located adjacent to the building from

17     approximately 16 feet 0 inches north of

18     the north curbline of Dickinson Street to

19     a point approximately 14 feet 2 inches

20     farther north and will encroach

21     approximately 4 feet 1 inch onto the west

22     footway of South Broad Street, leaving a

23     minimum 14 feet 5 inches of clear,

24     unobstructed footway.  No rails will be

25     used.
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2               The Streets Department has no

3     objections to this bill.

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

5     both for your testimony.

6               Are there any questions?

7               (No response.)

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

9     none, is there anyone else here to

10     testify on Bill No. 150788?

11               Please proceed to the table.

12     When you get there, just state your name.

13     You could start, and then proceed with

14     your testimony.  Thank you.

15               (Witnesses approached witness

16     table.)

17               MS. TRACHTENBERG:  My name is

18     Nancy Trachtenberg and I'm the owner of

19     the business in question.

20               MR. ZUTTER:  And I'm Peter

21     Zutter.  I'm President of South Broad

22     Street Neighborhood Association and I

23     also live at 1440 South Broad Street, two

24     doors away from the cafe.

25               I just wanted to mention that
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2     we have met.  We did have a community

3     meeting to talk about this.  There was a

4     good bit of support at that meeting for

5     the outside seating.  We have an

6     agreement with the owner that we hope

7     will remediate a lot of the problems that

8     the immediate neighbors brought up.

9     We're also going to be working with

10     Councilman Johnson's staff to hopefully

11     incorporate some of those points in the

12     bill between now and possible passage

13     next week.  If we can't reach a

14     compromise on that, then we would ask it

15     to be withdrawn.

16               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.  Are

17     there any questions?

18               (No response.)

19               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

20     none, is there anyone else here to

21     testify on Bill No. 150788?

22               Councilman Johnson.

23               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Just one

24     comment.  I do want to thank Peter for

25     working in partnership with our office
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2     and keeping the lines of communication

3     open with my office since this process

4     first started.  And so hopefully we'll

5     get to some level of compromise between

6     now and next week.

7               Thank you both for your

8     testimony.

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All I will

10     say is, I see there's a lot of work and

11     provisos from the South Broad Street

12     Neighborhood Association and the owner,

13     and hopefully that as you work together

14     on enforcing those things would be the

15     main challenge and hopefully you're able

16     to do that moving forward if this goes

17     through.

18               Thank you both for your

19     testimony.

20               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  I do have

21     one last question.  Is this a rental

22     property or do you own the building?

23               MS. TRACHTENBERG:  I rent.

24               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Oh, you

25     rent.  Okay.  I just wanted that for the
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2     record.  Thank you.

3               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

4               Any other questions?

5               (No response.)

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

7     none, is there anyone else here to

8     testify on Bill No. 150788?

9               (No response.)

10               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

11     none, thank you very much.

12               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

13     title of the next bills.

14               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150601, an

15     ordinance authorizing the revision of

16     lines and grades on a portion of City

17     Plan No. 44 by striking from the City

18     Plan and vacating a certain

19     triangularly-shaped portion of Lancaster

20     Avenue located at the northerly side of

21     Market Street and the easterly side of

22     Thirty-Second Street, under certain terms

23     and conditions; and

24               Bill No. 150746, an ordinance

25     authorizing the striking from City Plan
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2     No. 271 and abandoning of a certain

3     right-of-way reserved for drainage

4     purposes which extends from Callowhill

5     Street to Willow Street, west of Third

6     Street, under certain terms and

7     conditions; and

8               Bill No. 150787, an ordinance

9     authorizing the revision of lines and

10     grades on a portion of City Plan No. 197

11     by striking from the City Plan Russell

12     Street from Casper Street to Balfour

13     Street, under certain terms and

14     conditions; and

15               Bill No. 150816, an ordinance

16     authorizing the striking from City Plan

17     No. 187 of a certain right-of-way

18     reserved for water main purposes and gas

19     main purposes in the area lying southwest

20     of Butler Street and northwest of

21     Aramingo Avenue and the plotting upon the

22     said City Plan of a new right-of-way for

23     water main purposes and gas main purposes

24     in an alternate location within the same

25     area and authorizing the acceptance of
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2     the grant to the City of said

3     right-of-way being plotted, under certain

4     terms and conditions; and

5               Bill No. 150817, an ordinance

6     authorizing the revision of lines and

7     grades on a portion of City Plan No. 195

8     by striking from the City Plan Webb

9     Street from Huntingdon Street to a point

10     approximately one-hundred feet

11     southwestwardly therefrom, under certain

12     terms and conditions; and

13               Bill No. 150845, an ordinance

14     authorizing the revision of lines and

15     grades on a portion of City Plan No. 187

16     by striking from the City Plan Edgemont

17     Street from Wheatsheaf Lane to a point

18     approximately two-hundred sixty-eight

19     feet southwestwardly therefrom and

20     relocating portions of the right-of-way

21     lines of The Delaware Expressway between

22     Wheatsheaf Lane and Butler Street, to

23     conform with the lines established by the

24     Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, under

25     certain terms and conditions; and
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2               Bill No. 150856, an ordinance

3     authorizing the revision of lines and

4     grades on a portion of City Plan No. 231

5     by striking from the City Plan a portion

6     of the cartway of Cross Street, southeast

7     of Gates Street, but retaining the said

8     portion of Cross Street as a public way

9     closed to vehicular traffic, modifying

10     the grades of Cross Street, from Gates

11     Street to a point southeastwardly

12     therefrom, and Gates Street, from

13     Silverwood Street to Cross Street, in

14     order to conform more closely with

15     existing conditions, and relocating the

16     northeasterly curbline of Cross Street,

17     from Gates Street to a point

18     southeastwardly therefrom and the

19     southeasterly curbline of Gates Street,

20     from Silverwood Street to Cross Street,

21     so as to widen the cartways of said Cross

22     Street and Gates Street, under certain

23     terms and conditions; and

24               Bill No. 150894, an ordinance

25     authorizing the striking from City Plan
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2     No. 119 and abandoning of a certain

3     pedestrian walkway reserved within the

4     bed of former Thompson Street, from Watts

5     Street to Thirteenth Street, and the

6     modifying of a certain right-of-way for

7     drainage purposes, water main purposes,

8     gas main purposes, and public utility

9     purposes, also reserved within the bed of

10     said former Thompson Street, by

11     abandoning the right-of-way as to water

12     main purposes, gas main purposes, and

13     public utility purposes, but retaining

14     the said right-of-way on the City Plan as

15     a right-of-way for drainage purposes

16     only, under certain terms and conditions;

17     and

18               Bill No. 150899, an ordinance

19     authorizing the vacating of Byberry Road

20     (not on City Plan) from the terminus of

21     Byberry Road as plotted on the City Plan,

22     approximately one-thousand one-hundred

23     ninety-six feet eastwardly, southwardly,

24     and southeastwardly from Woodhaven Road,

25     to the City of Philadelphia-Bucks County



Committee on Streets and Services
November 30, 2015

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 51

1     11/30/15 - STREETS - BILL 140722, etc.

2     Line, under certain terms and conditions.

3               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

4               Please state your name for the

5     record and then proceed with your

6     testimony for all bills read into the

7     record.

8               MS. CHIU:  Good afternoon,

9     Chairman Squilla and members of Streets

10     and Services Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu,

11     City Planner with the Philadelphia City

12     Planning Commission.

13               MR. MORELLI:  My name is Frank

14     Morelli, Survey Bureau Manager of the

15     Department of Streets, and the

16     Philadelphia City Planning Commission and

17     the Department of Streets would like to

18     offer the following testimony on these

19     bills.

20               MS. CHIU:  Bill No. 150601 will

21     strike and vacate a triangular portion of

22     Lancaster Avenue, between Market Street

23     and 32nd Street.  The purpose of this

24     bill is to consolidate parcels to

25     facilitate the proposed student union
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2     center as a part of Drexel University's

3     campus plan.

4               At its meeting of July 21st,

5     2015, the City Planning Commission

6     recommended approval for Bill No. 150601.

7               MR. MORELLI:  This is not an

8     Administration ordinance, but an

9     ordinance requested by Brian Keech,

10     Senior Vice President of the Office of

11     Government and Community Relations of

12     Drexel University.

13               The purpose of this ordinance

14     is to authorize the striking from the

15     City Plan and vacating a certain

16     triangularly-shaped portion of Lancaster

17     Avenue located at the northerly side of

18     Market Street and the easterly side of

19     32nd Street.  The purpose of this action

20     will allow the party-in-interest, Drexel

21     University, to consolidate land area at

22     this location for future development.

23     Existing utilities within the area

24     proposed to be stricken will be relocated

25     or abandoned at the expense of the
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2     party-in-interest.  Drexel University is

3     also expected to make traffic and

4     pedestrian improvements to the

5     intersection of Market Street and 32nd

6     Street.  The Department of Streets has

7     determined that the area proposed to be

8     stricken is no longer necessary for

9     public traffic.

10               This ordinance is supported by

11     the Department of Streets and is

12     recommended to your Committee for

13     favorable action.

14               MS. CHIU:  Bill No. 150746 will

15     strike and vacate a drainage right-of-way

16     from Callowhill Street to Willow Street,

17     west of Third Street.  This action is to

18     help the developer of the adjacent

19     parcels to assemble the land area for

20     future development.

21               At its meeting on October 20th,

22     2015, the Planning Commission recommended

23     Bill No. 150746 for approval.

24               MR. MORELLI:  This is not an

25     Administration ordinance, but an
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2     ordinance requested by Brett Feldman of

3     Klehr Harrison Harvey Branzburg, LLP,

4     representing Seymour Rubin.

5               The purpose of this ordinance

6     is to authorize the striking from the

7     City Plan of a certain right-of-way

8     reserved for drainage purposes which

9     extends from Callowhill Street to Willow

10     Street, west of Third Street.  The

11     purpose of this action is to remove the

12     right-of-way as an impediment to

13     redevelopment of the surrounding City

14     block.

15               This ordinance is supported by

16     the Department of Streets and is

17     recommended to your Committee for

18     favorable action.

19               MS. CHIU:  Bill No. 150787 will

20     strike from the City Plan Russell Street

21     from Casper Street to Balfour Street.

22     Russell Street at this location is not

23     paved and is not open to the public

24     traffic.  The purpose of this action is

25     to consolidate additional land area for
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2     the construction of a stormwater basin in

3     compliance with the Water Department's

4     specs as part of the improvements to the

5     existing facility.

6               At its meeting on November

7     17th, 2015, the City Planning Commission

8     recommended Bill No. 150787 for approval.

9               MR. MORELLI:  This is not an

10     Administration ordinance, but an

11     ordinance requested by Howard J. Cain of

12     Camden Iron and Metal, Incorporated.

13               The purpose of this ordinance

14     is to authorize the striking from the

15     City Plan of Russell Street from Casper

16     Street to Balfour Street.  The portion of

17     Russell Street proposed to be stricken is

18     not paved and is not open to public

19     traffic, and the Department of Streets is

20     not desirous of constructing and

21     maintaining a street at this location.

22     This action has been requested by the

23     operators of the adjacent scrap metal

24     collection and processing facility in

25     order to provide additional land area for
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2     the construction of a stormwater basin in

3     compliance with Water Department

4     specifications as part of improvements to

5     the existing site.

6               This ordinance is supported by

7     the Department of Streets and is

8     recommended to your Committee for

9     favorable action.

10               MS. CHIU:  Bill No. 150816 will

11     relocate the existing utility

12     right-of-way for water main purposes and

13     gas main purposes around the property in

14     order to facilitate for development of

15     the site for a retail grocery store which

16     is consistent with the existing

17     underlying zoning classification.

18               At its meeting on November

19     17th, 2015, the City Planning Commission

20     recommended Bill No. 150816 for approval.

21               MR. MORELLI:  This is not an

22     Administration ordinance, but an

23     ordinance requested by Hercules Grigos of

24     Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell and Hippel,

25     representing TLBT LLC.
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2               The purpose of this ordinance

3     is to authorize the striking from the

4     City Plan and abandoning of a

5     right-of-way for water main and gas main

6     purposes reserved within the lines of

7     former Tulip Street in the area lying

8     southwest of Butler Street and northwest

9     of Aramingo Avenue and the placing on

10     City Plan an acceptance of the grant to

11     the City of a new right-of-way for water

12     and gas main purposes in an alternate

13     location within the same area.  This

14     action will facilitate the development of

15     a large retail store on the surrounding

16     property.

17               This ordinance is supported by

18     the Department of Streets and is

19     recommended to your Committee for

20     favorable action.

21               MS. CHIU:  Bill No. 150817 will

22     strike from the City Plan Webb Street

23     from Huntingdon Street to a point 100

24     feet to the southwest.  The portion of

25     Webb Street is an unimproved paper street
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2     which has long been occupied by a large

3     church structure.  The purpose of the

4     street striking is to facilitate the

5     redevelopment of the site.

6               However, there is no active

7     redevelopment plan available for City

8     Planning Commission review.  This raised

9     the Commission's concerns about the

10     nature of such redevelopment as well as

11     removal of this right-of-way from the

12     City's street network, should a

13     redevelopment materialize in the future.

14               At its meeting on November

15     17th, the City Planning Commission

16     recommended that Bill No. 150817 not be

17     approved.

18               MR. MORELLI:  This is not an

19     Administration ordinance, but an

20     ordinance requested by Kyle Dowdy of

21     Ruggiero Plante Land Design on behalf of

22     OCF Realty.  The purpose of this

23     ordinance is to authorize the striking

24     from City Plan of Webb Street from

25     Huntingdon Street to a point
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2     approximately 100 feet southwestwardly

3     therefrom.  The portion of Webb Street

4     proposed to be stricken is not legally

5     opened, not paved, and not in use by

6     public traffic, and the Department of

7     Streets is not desirous of constructing a

8     street or maintaining a right-of-way at

9     this location.  The purpose of this

10     action is to remove the paper street as

11     an encumbrance and facilitate

12     construction of a residential townhome

13     development on the surrounding property.

14               The Department of Streets has

15     no objections to this ordinance and

16     recommends it to your Committee for

17     favorable action.

18               MS. CHIU:  Bill No. 150845 will

19     strike from the City Plan Edgemont Street

20     from Wheatsheaf Lane to a point

21     approximately 268 feet southwestwardly

22     therefrom, and it will relocate the

23     portion of right-of-way lines of the

24     Delaware Expressway between Wheatsheaf

25     Lane and Butler Street in order to
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2     conform with the lines established by the

3     Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  The

4     purpose of this bill is to facilitate the

5     redevelopment of the site into an auto

6     auction and showroom facility.

7               The City Planning Commission is

8     scheduled to consider this bill at its

9     meeting on December 8th with a staff

10     recommendation for approval.

11               MR. MORELLI:  This is not an

12     Administration ordinance, but an

13     ordinance requested by Mr. Peter Tantala

14     of Tantala Associates.

15               The purpose of this ordinance

16     is to authorize the striking from the

17     City Plan of Edgemont Street from

18     Wheatsheaf Lane to a point approximately

19     268 feet southwestwardly therefrom.  The

20     portion of Edgemont Street proposed to be

21     stricken is not legally open, not paved,

22     and not open to public traffic, and the

23     Department of Streets is not desirous of

24     constructing a street or maintaining a

25     right-of-way at this location.  The
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2     proposed bill will allow for the

3     relocation of the right-of-way lines of

4     Delaware Expressway as shown on City Plan

5     between Wheatsheaf Lane and Butler Street

6     in order to conform with the lines of the

7     expressway as they have been revised and

8     relocated by PennDOT.  The purpose of

9     this action is to remove this paper

10     street as an encumbrance on the

11     surrounding property which is proposed to

12     be developed as a vehicle sales and

13     auction facility.

14               This ordinance is supported by

15     the Department of Streets and is

16     recommended to your Committee for

17     favorable action.

18               MS. CHIU:  Bill No. 150856 will

19     strike from the City Plan a portion of

20     the cartway of Cross Street, extending

21     from a point approximately 246 feet

22     southeast of Gates Street to a point

23     approximately 26 feet further

24     southeastwardly therefrom, but retaining

25     Cross Street as a public way closed to
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2     vehicular traffic.  Additionally, the

3     bill will modify the grades of Cross

4     Street to conform to the existing

5     conditions and will relocate the

6     northeasterly curbline of Cross Street at

7     this location 4 feet northeastwardly in

8     order to widen the cartway of Cross

9     Street from 16 feet to 20 feet.  The

10     purpose of this bill is to provide

11     service to the existing and newly

12     constructed townhomes.

13               The City Planning Commission is

14     scheduled to consider this bill at its

15     meeting on December 8th with a staff

16     recommendation of approval.

17               MR. MORELLI:  This is not an

18     Administration ordinance, but an

19     ordinance requested by Ms. Anne Fadullon

20     of Dale Corporation on behalf of Sheldon

21     Crossing, Phase II.

22               The purpose of this ordinance

23     is to authorize the striking from City

24     Plan of a portion of the cartway of Cross

25     Street southeast of Gates Street and
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2     modifying the grades and widening the

3     cartway of Cross Street from Gates Street

4     to a point southeastwardly therefrom and

5     Gates Street from Silverwood Street to

6     Cross Street.  These City Plan changes

7     will allow Gates Street and a portion of

8     Cross Street to be paved at grades and

9     elevations approximating the existing

10     ground level and will improve vehicular

11     access along these streets.  This action

12     will facilitate a proposed residential

13     development on the southwest side of

14     Cross Street consisting of 12 new

15     townhomes while maintaining access to

16     existing garages and rear yard entrances

17     along Gates Street and Cross Street.

18               This ordinance is supported by

19     the Department of Streets and is

20     recommended to your Committee for

21     favorable action.

22               MS. CHIU:  Bill No. 150894 will

23     strike and abandon a certain pedestrian

24     walkway reserved within the bed of former

25     Thompson Street from Watts Street to 13th
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2     Street, and the bill will modify a

3     certain right-of-way within the bed of

4     former Thompson Street for drainage

5     purposes only.  The City Planning

6     Commission had previously approved zoning

7     Bill No. 150145, which amends the Master

8     Plan for Temple University to add the

9     former William Penn High School to the

10     Master Plan on March 17th, 2015.  This

11     street bill is consistent with the

12     previous bill that was approved by the

13     Commission.

14               The Planning Commission is

15     scheduled to consider this bill at its

16     meeting on December 8th with a staff

17     recommendation of approval as an item in

18     accord with previous policy.

19               MR. MORELLI:  This is not an

20     Administration ordinance, but an

21     ordinance requested by Neil Sklaroff,

22     Esquire, on behalf of Temple University.

23     The purpose of this ordinance is to

24     authorize the striking from the City Plan

25     and abandoning of a pedestrian walkway
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2     reserved within the bed of former

3     Thompson Street, from Watts Street to

4     13th Street, and modifying of a

5     right-of-way for drainage purposes, water

6     main purposes, and gas main purposes and

7     public utility purposes, also reserved

8     within the bed of said former Thompson

9     Street, by abandoning the right-of-way as

10     to water main purposes, gas main

11     purposes, and public utility purposes,

12     but retaining the said right-of-way on

13     the City Plan as a right-of-way for

14     drainage purposes only.  The purpose of

15     this action is to clear land area to

16     allow the property owner, Temple

17     University, to develop this site as an

18     athletic facility with fields and related

19     office buildings.

20               This ordinance is supported by

21     the Department of Streets and is

22     recommended to your Committee for

23     favorable action.

24               MS. CHIU:  Bill No. 150899 will

25     vacate Byberry Road (not on City Plan)



Committee on Streets and Services
November 30, 2015

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 66

1     11/30/15 - STREETS - BILL 140722, etc.

2     from the terminus of Byberry Road as

3     plotted on the City Plan approximately

4     1,196 feet eastwardly from Woodhaven Road

5     to the City of Philadelphia-Bucks County

6     Line.  The purpose of this bill is to

7     facilitate the development of a

8     healthcare facility.

9               The City Planning Commission is

10     scheduled to consider this bill at its

11     meeting on December 8th with a staff

12     recommendation for approval.

13               MR. MORELLI:  This is not an

14     Administration ordinance, but an

15     ordinance requested by Ms. Margaret Blum

16     on behalf of MS Philadelphia, LLC.

17               The purpose of this ordinance

18     is to authorize the vacating of Byberry

19     Road from the terminus of Byberry Road as

20     plotted on the City Plan approximately

21     1,196 feet eastwardly, southwardly, and

22     southeastwardly from Woodhaven Road to

23     the City of Philadelphia-Bucks County

24     Line.  According to the Streets

25     Department's records, the portion of
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2     Byberry Road proposed to be vacated was

3     opened by a road jury in the year 1758,

4     but was never plotted on the City Plan or

5     accepted as a City street.  The bridge

6     which previously carried Byberry Road

7     across the Poquessing Creek and into

8     Bucks County was closed around 1990 and

9     subsequently removed.  The road today

10     carries very little public traffic, and

11     the Streets Department is not desirous of

12     maintaining a road at this location.  The

13     owners of the several properties abutting

14     this portion of Byberry Road have

15     indicated their intent to enter into an

16     agreement wherein an easement shall be

17     established to ensure continued access

18     through the bed of the vacated road to

19     each of the said properties.  This action

20     will facilitate the development on a

21     portion of the abutting property of a

22     78,000 square feet transitional care

23     facility with associated improvements.

24               This ordinance is supported by

25     the Department of Streets and is
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2     recommended to your Committee for

3     favorable action.

4               This concludes our joint

5     testimony.  We both appreciate the

6     opportunity to testify before you today

7     and would be pleased to answer any

8     questions you may have.

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

10     for your testimony.

11               Are there any questions on any

12     of those bills read into the record?

13               (No response.)

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

15     none, is there anyone else here to

16     testify on Bills No. 150601, 150746,

17     150787, 150816, 150817, 150845, 150856,

18     150894, and 150899?

19               (No response.)

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

21     none, thank you for your testimony.

22               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

23     title of the next bill.

24               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150855, an

25     ordinance authorizing the paving of Gates
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2     Street from Silverwood Street to Cross

3     Street and Cross Street from Gates Street

4     to a point approximately two-hundred

5     forty-six feet southwestwardly therefrom,

6     under certain terms and conditions.

7               MR. MORELLI:  Good afternoon,

8     Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee

9     on Streets and Services.  My name is

10     Frank Morelli, Survey Bureau Manager with

11     the Department of Streets.  The

12     Department of Streets would like to offer

13     the following testimony on Bill No.

14     150855.

15               This is not an Administration

16     ordinance, but an ordinance requested by

17     Ms. Anne Fadullon of Dale Corporation on

18     behalf of Sheldon Crossing, Phase II.

19               The purpose of this ordinance

20     is to authorize the paving of Cross

21     Street from Gates Street to a point

22     approximately 246 feet southeastwardly

23     therefrom and Gates Street from

24     Silverwood Street to Cross Street.  This

25     action will facilitate the proposed
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2     residential development on the southwest

3     side of Cross Street consisting of 12 new

4     townhomes.

5               This ordinance is supported by

6     the Department of Streets and is

7     recommended to your Committee for

8     favorable action.

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

10     for your testimony.

11               Are there any questions?

12               (No response.)

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

14     none, is there anyone else here to

15     testify on Bill No. 150855?

16               (No response.)

17               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

18     for your testimony.

19               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

20     title of the next bills.

21               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 140722, an

22     ordinance authorizing and directing the

23     installation of a traffic signal on

24     Parkside Avenue at the intersection of

25     North 50th Street, under certain terms
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2     and conditions; and

3               Bill No. 150660, an ordinance

4     establishing a no truck parking

5     regulation on Fox Street, between West

6     Queen Lane and West Abbottsford Avenue,

7     west side; and

8               Bill No. 150662, an ordinance

9     revising parking restrictions on Terrace

10     Street, from a point 225 feet north of

11     Dawson Street to a point 315 feet north

12     of Dawson Street, on both sides; and

13               Bill No. 150743, an ordinance

14     establishing a no truck parking

15     regulation on West Chelten Avenue,

16     between North Sixth Street and North

17     Fifth Street, both sides; and

18               Bill No. 150764, an ordinance

19     authorizing Metal Chestnut, Inc. to

20     construct, own and maintain various

21     right-of-way encroachments at 4700

22     Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19139,

23     all under certain terms and conditions;

24     and

25               Bill No. 150511, an ordinance
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2     authorizing Samuel JR Sherman of the

3     Passyunk Avenue Revitalization

4     Corporation, to construct, own, and

5     maintain various planter encroachments on

6     Broad Street, McKean Street, 15th Street,

7     Snyder Avenue and Passyunk Avenue,

8     Philadelphia, PA 19148, all under certain

9     terms and conditions; and

10               Bill No. 150656, an ordinance

11     amending Section 9-211 of The

12     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Boxes for

13     the Distribution of News and Printed

14     Material," by prohibiting publishers'

15     boxes at the intersection of 20th and

16     Spruce Streets and making technical

17     changes, all under certain terms and

18     conditions; and

19               Bill No. 150806, an ordinance

20     authorizing Mohammad Chowdhury, owner and

21     operator of the newsstand located on the

22     northwest corner of 17th Street and

23     Ranstead Street, to construct, use and

24     maintain conduits in, under and across

25     the northwest corner of 17th Street and
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2     Ranstead Street for the purpose of

3     supplying electrical service and

4     telephone service to the newsstand, under

5     certain terms and conditions.

6               (Witnesses approached witness

7     table.)

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

9     Please I guess, Saint and Dave, Saint,

10     you can start first.  Please state your

11     name for the record and proceed with your

12     testimony.

13               MR. TORRENCE:  I'm sorry.  I

14     think Mr. Dlugosz is going to go first.

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Dave,

16     okay.

17               MR. DLUGOSZ:  My name is David

18     Dlugosz.  I'm a District Traffic Engineer

19     with the Department of Streets here to

20     offer testimony with regards to Bill No.

21     140722.

22               The Department of Streets has

23     no objections to this bill.

24     Unfortunately we cannot act upon this

25     ordinance unless we identify a funding
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2     source for the construction of this

3     proposed traffic signal.  Councilman

4     Curtis Jones has verbally agreed with us

5     to cover the costs, which are

6     approximately up to $300,000.  Once these

7     funds become available, we can initiate

8     the design and construction of this

9     traffic signal.  However, as an interim

10     measure, until the funds are made

11     available to us, we have installed an

12     all-way stop at this location until such

13     time, for safety concerns, until the

14     funds are available to us.

15               Thank you for the opportunity

16     to appear.  I'm happy to take any

17     questions.

18               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.  Any

19     questions?

20               (No response.)

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

22     none, is there anyone else here to

23     testify on Bill No. 140722?

24               (No response.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing
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2     none, I don't know who wants to go first

3     for 150660.

4               MR. TORRENCE:  Good morning,

5     Chairman Squilla and members of the

6     Streets and Services Committee.  My name

7     is St. Martin Torrence.  I'm the Director

8     of Legislative Affairs for the Department

9     of Streets.  I'm here to offer testimony

10     on the following bills:

11               Bill No. 150660, the Department

12     of Streets has no objections to this

13     bill.  This regulation was posted on a

14     trial basis on January 29th, 2015.

15               Bill No. 150662, the Department

16     of Streets has no objections to this

17     bill.  The old 30-minute parking

18     regulation in question was removed on a

19     trial basis on September 11th, 2015.

20     This will allow residents to park without

21     any restrictions.

22               Bill No. 150743, the Department

23     of Streets has no objections to this

24     bill.  We can have signs for this

25     regulation posted within 30 days.
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2               Bill No. 150764, this bill

3     authorizes Metal Chestnut, Incorporated

4     to construct, own and maintain various

5     right-of-way encroachments at 4700

6     Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19139,

7     all under certain terms and conditions as

8     follows:

9               Encroachment Description:

10     North Bay No. 1 A bay, approximately 9

11     feet 6 inches wide by 4 feet 6 inches

12     deep and 32 feet 9 inches tall to be

13     placed approximately 12 feet 11 inches

14     above the sidewalk of Chestnut Street.

15     It will project 4 feet 6 inches from the

16     north property line that will be located

17     1 foot 6 inches east of the west property

18     line.

19               Two, corner Turret 1 A turret,

20     approximately 10 feet 10 inches wide in

21     the east-west direction and is 10 feet 5

22     and a half inches wide in the north-south

23     direction by 4 feet deep and 32 inches 9

24     feet -- 32 feet 9 inches tall to be

25     placed approximately 12 feet 11 inches
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2     above the sidewalk of Chestnut Street.

3     It will project 4 feet 6 inches from the

4     north property line and 4 feet from the

5     east property line and will be located 12

6     feet east of the west property line.

7               No. 3, East Bay 2 A bay,

8     approximately 8 feet 10 inches wide by 4

9     feet deep and 32 feet 9 inches tall to be

10     placed 12 feet 10 inches above the

11     sidewalk of 47th Street.  That will

12     project 4 feet from the east property

13     line and will be located 15 feet 5 and a

14     half inches south of the north property

15     line.

16               No. 4, East Bay 3 A bay,

17     approximately 8 feet 10 inches wide by 4

18     feet deep and 32 feet 9 inches tall to be

19     placed 12 feet 7 inches above the

20     sidewalk of 47th Street.  It will project

21     4 feet from the east property line and

22     will be located 45 feet 2 inches south of

23     the north property line.

24               No. 5, East Bay 4 A bay,

25     approximately 8 feet 10 inches wide by 4
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2     feet deep and 32 feet 9 inches tall to be

3     placed 12 feet 4 and a half inches above

4     the sidewalk of 47th Street.  It will

5     project 4 feet from the east property

6     line and will be located 63 feet 5 and a

7     half inches south of the north property

8     line.

9               No. 6, East Bay 5 A bay,

10     approximately 8 feet 10 inches wide by 4

11     feet deep and 32 feet 9 inches tall to be

12     placed 12 feet 2 inches above the

13     sidewalk of 47th Street.  It will project

14     4 feet east of the property line and will

15     be located 80 feet 7 and a half inches

16     south of the north property line.

17               No. 7, Corner Turret 2 A

18     turret, approximately 4 feet wide in the

19     east-west direction and is 10 feet 5 and

20     a half inches wide of the north-south

21     direction by 4 feet deep and 32 feet 9

22     inches tall to be placed 12 feet above

23     the sidewalk of 47th Street.  It will

24     project 4 feet from the east property

25     line and will be located 87 feet 10
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2     inches east of the west property line.

3               The Streets Department has no

4     objections to this ordinance.

5               Bill No. 150511, this bill

6     authorizes Samuel JR Sherman of the

7     Passyunk Avenue Revitalization

8     Corporation ("Owner") to construct, own

9     and maintain various planter

10     encroachments on Broad Street, McKean

11     Street, 15th Street, Snyder Avenue and

12     Passyunk Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19148

13     as follows:

14               Encroachment Description:

15     Planter No. 1, No. 2, and No. 3.  Three

16     planters measuring approximately 42

17     inches by 42 inches by 36 inches to be

18     placed, on center, approximately 3 feet

19     and 5 inches from the face of the

20     easterly curb of South Broad Street.

21     Said planters, measured from center of

22     planter, shall be 46 feet, 96 feet, and

23     164 feet north of the face of the

24     northerly curb of Snyder Avenue.

25               Planters 4 and No. 5, three
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2     planters -- two planters measuring

3     approximately 42 inches by 42 inches by

4     36 inches to be placed, on center,

5     approximately 3 feet 5 inches from the

6     face of the easterly curb of South Broad

7     Street.  Said planters, measured from

8     center of planter, shall be 111 feet and

9     190 feet south of the face of the

10     southerly curb of McKean Street.

11               Planter No. 6, one planter

12     measuring approximately 42 inches by 42

13     inch by 36 inches, on center, located at

14     the northwesterly corner of Broad Street

15     and Passyunk Avenue, set back 21 feet

16     from East Passyunk Avenue and 18 feet

17     from South Broad Street.

18               Planter No. 7, one planter

19     measuring approximately 40 inches

20     diameter and 34 inches high, on center,

21     located at the easterly of East Passyunk

22     Avenue, 4 feet from north of Water Value

23     and 11 feet west of the property boundary

24     of 1817 to 1819 East Passyunk Avenue.

25               Planter No. 8, No. 9, No. 10,
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2     three planters measuring approximately 42

3     inches by 42 inches by 36 inches, on

4     center, to be placed approximately 5 feet

5     from the face of the westerly curb of

6     South Broad Street.  Said planters,

7     measured from the center of planter,

8     shall be 47 feet and 76 feet and 92 feet

9     north of the face of the northerly curb

10     of Snyder Avenue.

11               Planter No. 11, one planter

12     measuring 42 inches by 42 inches by 36

13     inches, on center, located at the

14     southwesterly corner of Broad Street and

15     Passyunk Avenue, 14 feet south of the

16     bump-out corner curb face along the

17     southerly curbline of West Passyunk

18     Avenue and 32 feet west of the westerly

19     curb face of South 15th Street.

20               Planter No. 12, one planter

21     measuring approximately 42 inches by 42

22     inches by 36 inches located between

23     McKean Street and West Passyunk Avenue

24     westerly of South Broad Street, centered

25     45 feet west of the intersection curbline
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2     of West Passyunk Avenue and South Broad

3     Street, also 12 feet from the southerly

4     curb of McKean Street.

5               Planter No. 13, one planter

6     measuring 42 inches by 42 inches by 36

7     inches, on center, located at the

8     northeasterly corner of West Passyunk

9     Avenue and South 15th Street, 18 feet

10     east of the easterly curb face of South

11     15th Street and 13 feet north of the

12     bump-out corner curb face along the

13     northerly curbline of West Passyunk

14     Avenue.

15               Planter No. 14, one planter

16     measuring approximately 42 inches by 42

17     inches by 36 inches, on center, located

18     at the northwesterly corner of West

19     Passyunk Avenue and South 15th Street, 27

20     feet west of the westerly curb face of

21     South 15th Street and 12 feet north of

22     the bump-out corner curb face along the

23     northerly curbline of West Passyunk

24     Avenue.

25               Planter No. 15, one planter
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2     measuring approximately 42 inches by 42

3     inches by 36 inches, on center, located

4     at the southwesterly corner of West

5     Passyunk Avenue and South 15th Street, 25

6     feet west of the westerly curb face of

7     South 15th Street and 8 feet south of the

8     bump-out corner curb face along the

9     southerly curbline of West Passyunk

10     Avenue.

11               Planter No. 16, one planter

12     measuring approximately 42 inches by 42

13     inches by 36 inches, on center, located

14     at the southeasterly corner of West

15     Passyunk Avenue and South 15th Street, 8

16     feet east of the easterly curb face of

17     South 15th Street and 5 feet south of the

18     bump-out corner of curb face along the

19     southerly curbline of West Passyunk

20     Avenue.

21               The Streets Department has no

22     objections to this ordinance.

23               Bill No. 150656, this bill

24     amends Section 9-211 of The Philadelphia

25     Code, entitled "Boxes for the
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2     Distribution of News and Printed

3     Material," by prohibiting publishers'

4     boxes at the intersection of 20th and

5     Spruce Streets and making technical

6     changes, all under certain terms and

7     conditions.

8               The Streets Department has no

9     objections to this ordinance.

10               Bill No. 150806, this bill

11     authorizes Mohammad Chowdhury, owner and

12     operator of the newsstand located on the

13     northwest corner of 17th Street and

14     Ranstead Street, to construct, use and

15     maintain conduits in, under and across

16     the northwest corner of 17th Street and

17     Ranstead Street for the purpose of

18     supplying electrical service and

19     telephone service to the newsstand, under

20     certain terms and conditions.

21               The Streets Department has no

22     objections to this ordinance.

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  I think

24     that's all for you.

25               Dave, do you have any
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2     testimony?

3               MR. TORRENCE:  Are you sure?

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  I'm sorry.

5     I shouldn't say that.  Do you have any

6     other testimony?  They're all the bills

7     that we've read into the record at this

8     point.

9               Dave, do you have testimony on

10     any of these bills?

11               MR. DLUGOSZ:  Not on these

12     bills, no.

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.  For

14     the future, maybe we could just say as a

15     planter or a designation that they would

16     meet all requirements necessary and,

17     therefore, approved and submit for the

18     record.

19               MR. TORRENCE:  That sounds

20     great.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

22     Thank you very much.

23               Are there any questions?

24               (No response.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing
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2     none, is there anyone else here to

3     testify on the bills read into the

4     record?

5               (No response.)

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

7     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

8     title of the next bill.

9               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 140832, an

10     ordinance amending Title 12 of The

11     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Traffic

12     Code," Chapter 12-100, "General

13     Provisions," by adding new definitions,

14     and Chapter 12-900, "Parking Regulations

15     And Penalties," by adding "live

16     performance arts venue" to the entities

17     exempt from paying fees for curb loading

18     zone permits and adding a new Section,

19     entitled "Performing Arts Priority

20     Loading and Unloading Zones," providing

21     for loading and unloading zones to allow

22     easier access for performing artists to

23     load-in and load-out at live performing

24     arts venues around the City of

25     Philadelphia; all under certain terms and
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2     conditions.

3               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

4               Please proceed with your

5     testimony.

6               MR. TORRENCE:  I'm back.

7               Good morning, Chairman Squilla

8     and members of the Streets and Services

9     Committee.  My name is St. Martin

10     Torrence.  I'm the Director of

11     Legislative Affairs with the Department

12     of Streets.  I'm here to offer testimony

13     on Bill No. 140832.

14               This bill amends Title 12 of

15     The Philadelphia Code, entitled "Traffic

16     Code," Chapter 12-100, "General

17     Provisions," by adding new definitions,

18     and Chapter 12-900, "Parking Regulations

19     And Penalties," by adding "live

20     performing arts venue" to the entities

21     exempt from paying fees for curb loading

22     zone permits and adding a new Section,

23     entitled "Performing Arts Priority

24     Loading And Unloading Zones," providing

25     for loading and unloading zones to allow
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2     easier access for performing artists to

3     load-in and load-out at live performing

4     arts venues around the City of

5     Philadelphia.

6               While the Department did have

7     some initial concerns, we would like to

8     thank Councilman Oh for his willingness

9     to hold this bill while we continue

10     discussions and work towards the

11     implementation of a pilot program in the

12     future.

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All right.

14     Thank you.  Thank you for your testimony.

15               I guess we have a couple panels

16     for this bill.

17               Are there questions?

18               (No response.)

19               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

20     none, the next panel I guess we could --

21     it's Laura Wilson, Mike Thatcher, and

22     Lovett Hines, whoever is here, and then

23     Erik Sabo and Dave Allan.

24               (Witnesses approached witness

25     table.)
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2               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Laura, if

3     you want to just state your name for the

4     record and then proceed with your

5     testimony.

6               MS. WILSON:  My name is Laura

7     Wilson.  Thank you for having me here

8     today.  I am currently the General

9     Manager of the Theatre of Living Arts on

10     South Street.  I was previously for eight

11     years the Director of Programming and

12     Assistant General Manager at World Cafe

13     Live at 3025 Walnut where I oversaw

14     several departments, including those

15     responsible for the production of musical

16     performances.

17               Live music is a growing

18     industry and its revenue streams falter

19     in other areas.  For artists, the focus

20     falls more and more on the ticketed

21     performance.  Production values are

22     increasing and artists are bringing in

23     more equipment than ever before to

24     attract more ticket buyers.  It's not

25     uncommon for artists even playing in 500
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2     to 1,000 capacity rooms to bring in a

3     semi's worth of lighting and audio for

4     their tours.  Many venues are not set up

5     for easy load in or out of such a serious

6     amount of gear, and venues that load in

7     through the front have additional

8     challenges.  In these cases, even with a

9     full crew, it could take from 40 minutes

10     to two hours to safely, yet efficiently

11     load in all the road cases from the

12     truck.  The current loading zone time of

13     30 minutes is completely unrealistic in

14     this case.

15               Even with a smaller situation

16     of a bus and a well-packed trailer, which

17     accounts for the majority of touring

18     shows, completing the load in or out in

19     less than 30 minutes puts the crew in a

20     position of having to rush and

21     potentially make dangerous mistakes.  The

22     road cases that stagehands push can

23     weight up to 800 pounds and set carts can

24     easily weigh over 1,000 pounds, for some

25     perspective on this.
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2               Thus, this is an important

3     conversation to have.  I'm not sure that

4     simply having more time in the zone is

5     the ideal answer, assuming that the

6     loading zone would not be dedicated

7     solely to the venue quarters.  Having

8     (unintelligible) to our loading zone open

9     to the public would be disastrous to the

10     realities of our production schedules if

11     those zones were occupied for that length

12     of time prior to a load-in or load-out.

13               I would recommend the

14     consideration of a permit that would

15     allow an extended stay that could be

16     granted to venues for up to two hours at

17     a time.  Keeping in mind that any given

18     show may have multiple vehicles, there

19     should be more than one allotted per

20     venue, and since many venues have up to

21     seven shows a week, an annual renewal

22     rather than applying per event.

23               This is just one idea, but the

24     reality is that any improvement upon the

25     current system is appreciated and shows
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2     the concern from the City in regard to

3     the safety of its workers and the

4     dedication to the enhancing commerce.

5               Again, I thank you for your

6     time and consideration.

7               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

8               Please proceed.

9               PROFESSOR SABO:  Good

10     afternoon.  Thank you, City Council and

11     Councilman Oh, for welcoming me to this

12     discussion.  My name is Erik Sabo.  I'm a

13     music business entrepreneurship and

14     technology professor at the University of

15     Arts here in Philadelphia.  I also teach

16     at St. Joe's University in the Art

17     Institute.  I'm an entertainment attorney

18     as well.

19               I'm here in support of Bill No.

20     140832, amending Title 12 of The

21     Philadelphia Code by adding new

22     definitions, by adding "live performing

23     arts venue" to the entities exempt from

24     paying fees for curb loading zone permits

25     and adding a new section entitled
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2     "Performing Arts Priority Loading And

3     Unloading Zones."

4               Having reviewed the proposed

5     language of Section 12-905, "Permits for

6     Curb Loading Zones," parenthetical 6, and

7     the new Section 12-907, parentheticals 1,

8     2, and 3, it's my feeling that this

9     carefully crafted wording is both

10     unambiguous and appropriately flexible in

11     the way that clearly benefits musicians

12     here in Philadelphia.

13               However, in reviewing Section

14     12-102, parenthetical 11, "Definitions,"

15     "Live Performing Arts Venues," the

16     language could benefit from clarification

17     as to what is meant by the phrase "and

18     hires one or more live performing artists

19     to perform the equivalent of 16

20     individual performances per week."

21               Upon consultation with my

22     students, we crafted new language for the

23     Section 12-102, parenthetical 11, and

24     propose the following language as an

25     amendment to the bill:  Section 12-102,
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2     "Definitions," parenthetical 11, "Live

3     Performing Arts Venue," venues that host

4     live performing arts performances on at

5     least two separate days per week on a

6     regular schedule and hires one or more

7     lives performing artists to perform the

8     equivalent of 16 individual performances

9     per month.

10               Thank you for all of your hard

11     work and attention to these matters.  I

12     look forward to continuing this

13     discussion and working with you on all

14     issues in any way possible.

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

16               Please proceed.

17               PROFESSOR ALLAN:  Thank you,

18     Councilman Oh, for the opportunity to

19     testify today.  My name is Dave Allan,

20     professor of music marketing St. Joe's

21     where I teach business of recorded music,

22     music marketing and other things.  I have

23     an MBA in marketing from St. Joe's, Ph.D.

24     in mass media communications from Temple.

25     Before I became an academic, I was in
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2     radio for 20 years in various roles and

3     capacities, program director, then vice

4     president of Power 99 FM.

5               I'm here today to speak in

6     support of Bill No. 140832 that would add

7     live performing arts venue to the

8     entities exempt from paying fees for curb

9     loading zone permits and adding

10     performance arts priority loading and

11     unloading zones to allow easier access

12     for performing artists to load in and

13     load out of live venues in Philly.

14               Speaking on the behalf of my

15     students, it's very hard to make it

16     anywhere, especially in Philadelphia.

17     Most gigs are unpaid.  Even worse, the

18     artists must guarantee a certain amount

19     of tickets to be sold in order to perform

20     at some venues around the City.

21               While most are willing to do

22     this to pay their dues, by loading and

23     unloading their own equipment, the added

24     hassle and sometimes tickets is more than

25     they can bear financially.  If we want to
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2     make Philadelphia an artist-friendly

3     town, then we need to be more friendly to

4     the artists and at least as friendly as

5     we are to UPS and Fed Ex drivers.  This

6     would be the first step in a citywide

7     effort to make Philadelphia the place

8     that loves music artists back.  If we

9     truly want to turn up the volume on the

10     sound of Philadelphia, then we need to

11     make it easier for the artists to

12     perform.  It would be a small but

13     significant step in an effort to

14     revitalize the music scene in the City

15     and a great lead in the creation of the

16     task force for the Philadelphia Music

17     Industry.

18               Thank you.

19               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

20     for your testimony.

21               Is there anyone else here

22     that's going to testify on this bill?

23               Mike Thatcher, you want to come

24     and up testify.

25               MR. THATCHER:  Hello.  Thank
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2     you for --

3               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  State your

4     name and then proceed.

5               MR. THATCHER:  Mike Thatcher,

6     Production Manager at Underground Arts in

7     Philadelphia, here to provide testimony

8     for loading in and loading out of

9     performance venues in Philadelphia.

10               Any questions for me?

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Are there

12     any questions?

13               (No response.)

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All right.

15     Councilman Oh?

16               COUNCILMAN OH:  No.

17               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Is there

18     anyone else here to testify on 140832?

19               (Witness approached witness

20     table.)

21               MR. DICKSON:  My name is

22     Richard Dickson.  I'm Deputy Executive

23     Director of the Parking Authority.  I

24     understand that the Councilman is going

25     to hold this bill, and we intend to
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2     cooperate with the Streets Department in

3     developing more fully an appropriate

4     approach to get there so we can support

5     these venues in a way that allows them to

6     do what they need to do and support the

7     economic vitality that they add to the

8     City of Philadelphia.

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

10     for your testimony.

11               Any questions?

12               (No response.)

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Anyone

14     else here to testify before we go into

15     questions?

16               (No response.)

17               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

18     none, Councilman Oh.

19               COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

20     much.  I just want to explain that I had

21     introduced this bill and then during the

22     testimony that we recently had found that

23     the bill was lacking in the fact that it

24     did not take into consideration some of

25     the large acts that come into
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2     Philadelphia.

3               Philadelphia was recently named

4     the number one affordable music city in

5     America, and it really highlights two

6     important issues.  One is we have a

7     growing creative arts economy, and that

8     really is based on really two things.

9     One is the name brand acts that come into

10     Philadelphia to many of our venues, and

11     our city is being challenged to grow its

12     music audience with folks not just from

13     Philadelphia but outside of Philadelphia

14     to consistently go to these venues.

15               But, secondly, it is made up of

16     a lot of independent artists and

17     up-and-coming artists that are challenged

18     by the cost of parking, taking their

19     equipment around, and also the cost of

20     when their vehicles get towed.

21               And so the challenge for us as

22     a city to continue to grow as an arts

23     entertainment city for tourism and for

24     the dollars they bring is to make our

25     city, cast our city as a music and
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2     arts-friendly city.

3               Seattle has done an initial

4     thing by prioritizing 15-minute parking

5     zones -- there's five of them -- as

6     musician priority zones, but they have no

7     way of enforcing that.  So based on what

8     we're doing here and with the

9     Administration, I'm holding this bill,

10     because the Administration and my office

11     will have further discussions about

12     implementing a six-month pilot program.

13     We hope to get that off the ground at the

14     beginning of the year with some pilot

15     locations, and if that moves forward,

16     we'll be able to see how this works over

17     a six-month period using a placard-style

18     process whereby whether it's a

19     tractor-trailer or an SUV, the artist

20     will have up to a certain amount of time

21     free parking to load/unload.  There will

22     be some administrative costs obviously,

23     but we believe ultimately -- and it will

24     be a challenge or the issue will be where

25     the Administration and how to enforce it
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2     with the Parking Authority that these

3     fees will be minimal and that we will be

4     able to drive our arts entertainment

5     economy forward with this opportunity, at

6     the end of which time we will then make

7     changes and amendments to the bill and

8     introduce it to make it a permanent

9     process here in Philadelphia.  That's our

10     goal.

11               Thank you very much for coming

12     in to testify and for working with us in

13     this process.

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

15     Thank you, Councilman Oh.

16               Mr. McMonagle, can you please

17     read the title of the next bill.

18               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150607, an

19     ordinance legalizing an existing stair

20     enclosure at 5070 Whitaker Avenue,

21     Philadelphia, PA 19124, all under certain

22     terms and conditions.

23               (Witnesses approached witness

24     table.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  You're
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2     back.  Please state your name for the

3     record and proceed with your testimony.

4               MR. TORRENCE:  Good morning,

5     Councilman Squilla and members of the

6     Streets and Services Committee.  My name

7     is St. Martin Torrence.  I'm the Director

8     of Legislative Affairs for the Department

9     of Streets.  I'm here to offer testimony

10     on Bill No. 150607.

11               This bill legalizes an existing

12     stair enclosure at 5070 Whitaker Avenue,

13     Philadelphia, PA 19124, under certain

14     terms and conditions.  The existing stair

15     enclosure occupies approximately 14

16     square yards of public sidewalk and

17     narrows the 12 feet sidewalk to 7 feet.

18               The Department of Streets

19     cannot support this ordinance as it sets

20     a precedent to encourage further

21     encroachments of similar character and,

22     as such, should be formally permitted in

23     The Philadelphia Code and not by

24     individual act of legislation.

25               This concludes my testimony.
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2               MS. CHIU:  Good afternoon,

3     Chairman Squilla and members of Streets

4     and Services Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu,

5     City Planner with the Philadelphia City

6     Planning Commission.  I'm here to testify

7     on Bill No. 150607.

8               Bill No. 150607 will legalize

9     an existing stair enclosure approximately

10     18 feet in length by 5 feet in width and

11     8 feet tall.  It is encroached 5 feet on

12     the north sidewalk of Herkness Street.

13     The encroachment will leave 7 feet clear

14     and unobstructed pedestrian walkway,

15     which is greater than the recommended

16     walking zone width.

17               At its meeting of July 21st,

18     the City Planning Commission recommended

19     Bill No. 150607 for approval as an item

20     in accord with previous policy.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

22               Are there any questions?

23               (No response.)

24               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

25     none, is there anyone else here to
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2     testify on Bill No. 150607?

3               (No response.)

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:

5     Mr. McMonagle, please read the title of

6     the next bill.

7               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150893, an

8     ordinance authorizing Gary Jonas to

9     install, own and maintain concrete stair

10     and landscaped terrace encroachments at

11     2322-34 Green Street, Philadelphia, PA

12     19130, under certain terms and

13     conditions.

14               MR. TORRENCE:  Good afternoon,

15     Chairman Squilla and members of the

16     Streets and Services Committee.  My name

17     is St. Martin Torrence.  I'm the Director

18     of Legislative Affairs for the Department

19     of Streets.  I'm here to offer testimony

20     on Bill No. 150893.

21               This is a lengthy encroachment

22     description.

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  That's

24     fine.  You can just submit that for the

25     record that we have and then state your
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2     position and why.

3               MR. TORRENCE:  Got you.

4               This bill authorizes Gary Jonas

5     ("Owner") to install, own and maintain

6     concrete stair and landscaped terrace

7     encroachments at 2322 to 34 Green Street,

8     Philadelphia, PA 19130.

9               While the Streets Department

10     has no objections to this ordinance, the

11     Department is aware that Planning

12     Commission staff is not in support at

13     this time.  The encroachments are

14     submitted for testimony.

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  So you

16     have no problems with the encroachment?

17               MR. TORRENCE:  No.

18               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

19               MR. TORRENCE:  We're just

20     aware.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All right.

22     Thank you very much.

23               MS. CHIU:  Good afternoon,

24     Chairman Squilla and members of Streets

25     and Services Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu



Committee on Streets and Services
November 30, 2015

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 106

1     11/30/15 - STREETS - BILL 140722, etc.

2     from City Planning Commission to testify

3     on Bill No. 150893.

4               Bill No. 150893 will permit the

5     steps and landscaped terrace encroachment

6     at 2322 to 2234 Green Street.  The steps

7     and terraces are encroaching 12 feet 8

8     inches into the south footway of Green

9     Street with 9 feet 4 inches of sidewalk

10     space left for pedestrian walkways and

11     street furnishing zones.  The Complete

12     Street Policy requires a minimum of 12

13     feet sidewalk space for Green Street.

14     This encroachment doesn't provide

15     adequate width for the sidewalk that meet

16     the minimum standards.

17               The Planning Commission is

18     scheduled to consider this bill at its

19     meeting on December 8th with a staff

20     recommendation for not approval.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

22     Thank you for your testimony.

23               Before that, Councilman

24     Greenlee.

25               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank
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2     you, Mr. Chairman.

3               Just a little history on this

4     very quickly.  This is a result of long

5     neighborhood negotiations on this

6     property.  This is a former convent.

7     There's been various ways of trying to

8     develop this over the years.  The

9     original development that was not

10     supported by the community, the developer

11     has significantly made changes to this

12     development.

13               I should note for the record

14     that this encroachment just brings this

15     property even with the rest of the block.

16     So if he was made to set back as far as I

17     think the Planning Commission would want,

18     it would really put it out of line with

19     the rest of the 2300 block of Green

20     Street.  So I think this just makes

21     sense.  Council President Clark's office

22     and myself, because I live very near

23     here, have been working on this, along

24     with the community, along with the owner,

25     and I think this is a fair development
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2     for everybody and I think just makes

3     sense for this block.

4               Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

5               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

6     Councilman Greenlee.

7               Is there anyone else here to

8     testify on Bill No. 150893?

9               Please come up.

10               (Witnesses approached witness

11     table.)

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Before you

13     start, just state your name for the

14     record and then you can proceed with your

15     testimony, and we'll have questions when

16     you're completed.

17               MR. JONAS:  Sure.  My name is

18     Gary Jonas.  I'm the owner of the

19     property.  Thank you for taking a couple

20     minutes to let me kind of just talk.  I

21     think Councilman Greenlee did a great job

22     of explaining kind of what's going on on

23     this street, and we just wanted to go on

24     record as saying we met with the

25     community, the Historic Commission, and
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2     the neighbors most adjacent to the

3     property to figure out what they wanted

4     us to do there, and they asked us to do

5     this encroachment to keep the properties

6     in line with all the other houses on the

7     street.  And so we did that as part of

8     the process, and we really believe that

9     pulling it back doesn't make any sense.

10     It makes the street and site be

11     significantly worse and you'd have this

12     three-foot gap between these beautiful

13     terraces that stick out if you didn't

14     allow for the encroachment.  So we just

15     wanted to get that on record.

16               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

17               MR. YONCE:  My name is Carey

18     Jackson Yonce.  I'm the architect for the

19     project, and I just wanted to confirm

20     that I did correspond with Randy Baron

21     from the Historical Commission explaining

22     the issue to him, and he said that they

23     stand by their approval.  It's already

24     been approved by the Commission, which

25     has the terraces matching the adjacent
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2     terraces.

3               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

4     Thank you.  That makes logical sense.

5               Councilman Greenlee.

6               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  If I

7     could just add -- I say this smiling --

8     if you know the Spring Garden Civic

9     Association, they're not the easiest

10     people to please.  So I think if they are

11     going on record in support of this, it

12     means they did their due diligence, as

13     did the owner.  And, again, I think this

14     development is a benefit for everyone,

15     and this convent has been abandoned for

16     many years.  I think it's right there at

17     24th and Pennsylvania Avenue right across

18     from the Art Museum.  It's going to be a

19     great development and I think it should

20     proceed.

21               Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

22               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Any other

23     questions?

24               (No response.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing
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2     none, is there anyone else here to

3     testify on Bill No. 150893?

4               (No response.)

5               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

6     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

7     title of the next bill.

8               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150898, an

9     ordinance establishing a no parking

10     regulation on Delmar Street, between

11     Mansion Street and a point 230 feet east

12     thereof, both sides.

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Saint.

14               MR. TORRENCE:  Good morning,

15     Chairman Squilla and members of the

16     Streets and Services Committee.  My name

17     is St. Martin Torrence.  I'm the Director

18     of Legislative Affairs for the Department

19     of Streets.  I'm here to offer testimony

20     on Bill No. 150898.

21               The Department of Streets has

22     no objections to this bill.  This

23     regulation was posted on a trial basis

24     beginning on November 17th, 2014.

25               Thank you for the opportunity
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2     to appear before you today.  This

3     concludes my testimony.

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  That was

5     better.  Very good.

6               Any questions?

7               (No response.)

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

9     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

10     No. 150898?

11               (No response.)

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

13               Mr. McMonagle, will you please

14     read the title of the next bill.

15               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150765, an

16     ordinance amending Section 9-605 of The

17     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Towing," by

18     clarifying when storage fees can be

19     charged and accrued, under certain terms

20     and conditions.

21               (Witness approached witness

22     table.)

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

24     Just state your name for the record and

25     proceed with your testimony.
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2               MS. MOSLEY:  Good afternoon,

3     Chairman Squilla and members of the

4     Street and Service Committee.  I'm here

5     to discuss Bill 150765, Section 9-605

6     about the minimum storage fee for the

7     vehicle that's being towed per 24 -- am I

8     saying too much?

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  No.

10     You're fine.  Just state your name for

11     the record.

12               MS. MOSLEY:  Oh, sorry.  Aisha

13     Mosley, committee person and concerned

14     citizen.

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All right.

16     Now proceed with your testimony.

17               MS. MOSLEY:  Section 9-605, the

18     statement where the minimum storage fee

19     for the vehicle towed during the

20     24-hour -- calculations are on a 24-hour

21     basis.  The reason why, just a little

22     incident that transpired with George

23     Smith Towing.  They said City ordinance

24     state that they could charge whatever

25     they want to charge when they tow your
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2     car, and once they told me that, I came

3     and got a copy of the bill.

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

5     Thank you.  There is a proper fee to be

6     charged for storage.  They can't charge

7     whatever they want.  I'm not sure why

8     they told you this, but I know we do have

9     some issues with private towers, and

10     hopefully moving forward we'll have some

11     new legislation that will deal with that.

12     But they just can't charge whatever they

13     want.

14               Councilman Greenlee.

15               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  I was

16     just going to add that unfortunately

17     these towing companies give out a lot of

18     erroneous information, and that was just

19     one of many.  So as the Chairman said, I

20     think we're going to have to do some more

21     regulations of this industry.  We get

22     lots of complaints.  It might be the

23     industry that's complained about most by

24     constituents.

25               I guess I'm not clear.  What is
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2     your position on this bill?

3               MS. MOSLEY:  It's the wordage.

4     It's the way that it's written.  They

5     said that they can charge -- it doesn't

6     have to be in there 24 hours.  On here it

7     states calculations are on a 24-hour

8     basis, but they're saying as soon as they

9     get your car, they can charge you that

10     amount.  So that's why the conflicting --

11     the way that it's formatted.

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Yes.  Part

13     of the issue is the dealings we have with

14     the private tow companies.  I know

15     Councilman Henon, who introduced this

16     bill, part of the reason why it was

17     introduced is because they were trying to

18     charge immediately.  Even if you had it

19     there for ten minutes and you went and

20     picked it up, you would have the

21     additional storage fee, so forth and so

22     on.  This is making it a 24-hour -- they

23     have to have it for 24 hours before they

24     could start charging you storage fees.

25     And there's going to be some new
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2     regulations or more regulations at least

3     trying to work with the private towers

4     and maybe with the Parking Authority and

5     other people to come up with some ways of

6     dealing with --

7               MS. MOSLEY:  The wordage?

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Yes,

9     storage and towing and private towing,

10     what they can and cannot do.  So I'm sure

11     there will be more regulations and/or

12     legislation put in place.  The hard part

13     is enforcement, and during the

14     enforcement of these private tow

15     organizations or companies, we sometimes

16     run into problems ourselves with them

17     following the proper regulations.  So we

18     have to do a better job of enforcement to

19     making sure they follow the proper laws.

20     And when residents like yourself or

21     others come to us, we then reach out to

22     them to say, No, you can do this by law

23     or you can't, but if they grab a couple

24     dollars off somebody and they think

25     they're not paying attention,
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2     unfortunately some of these companies go

3     forward and try to do that.  But it's up

4     to us, as you have an issue with them,

5     reach out to your Councilpeople, and we

6     will try to rectify those problems that

7     occur from the tow companies.

8               MS. MOSLEY:  As a committee

9     person and as a person that went through

10     it myself, you know, and once they said

11     City ordinance, I really wanted to bring

12     it to the attention, that they're using

13     that and charging people.  They said it

14     to me, but a couple of people that were

15     ahead of me weren't able to get their

16     vehicles because of this, you know, so

17     then when they come back the next day, as

18     opposed to the $25, they got to pay $50,

19     you know, and it's just not fair.  So I

20     just wanted to bring it to the table so

21     we can -- so the next time or I can take

22     it around and show them that per City

23     ordinance says 24-hour basis is 24 hours.

24               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Well,

25     thank you for your testimony.  We do
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2     have, I guess, testimony from the

3     Administration that will be submitted for

4     the record.  They offer no objection to

5     the bill and -- hold on one second.

6               This bill makes it clear, I

7     think, that a storage fee per 24 hours.

8     So, in other words, if you're there and

9     you pick it up for the 24 hours, you

10     would pay the $25.  If it goes into

11     another 24 hours, before they could

12     charge you another $25, it would have to

13     be there two full days from the time of

14     storage for them to be able to charge you

15     another $25.

16               MS. MOSLEY:  So if they tow me

17     today and I get it today, then it

18     shouldn't be $25.  It should be --

19               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  You're

20     correct.  You wouldn't have to pay the

21     25.  If this bill passes, then if it was

22     a whole 24 hours, that would hit the $25.

23     And then if it's -- say it's 28 hours,

24     you would only pay the $25 because it

25     didn't hit the other 24 hours yet.  Then
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2     it would go to $50.  So each 24-hour

3     period would add the $25 charge.  So

4     you're okay with that then, you support

5     that?

6               MS. MOSLEY:  I much support

7     that.

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  That's

9     what this bill does.

10               MS. MOSLEY:  Yes.

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  There are

12     two towing bills, and unfortunately one

13     of them is being held.  This is the one

14     that you're testifying on.  So as long as

15     that clarifies it for you, I think we're

16     fine.

17               Councilman Greenlee.

18               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  No.  I

19     agree.  I think this will make it

20     clearer.  Again, we still have to get

21     enforcement of that, which, as the

22     Chairman said, is a challenge, but I

23     think we can or the City could more

24     clearly enforce this with this bill in

25     place.  And, again, this isn't the end of



Committee on Streets and Services
November 30, 2015

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 120

1     11/30/15 - STREETS - BILL 140722, etc.

2     it, because I think we're going to have

3     to do some more too.  Okay?

4               MS. MOSLEY:  Yes.

5               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

6     you.

7               MS. MOSLEY:  Thank you.

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

9     for your testimony.

10               Is there anyone else here to

11     testify on Bill No. 150765, as amended?

12               (No response.)

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

14     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

15     title of the last two bills.

16               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 150895, an

17     ordinance amending Chapter 12-2700 of The

18     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Permit

19     Parking Districts," by creating a new

20     Permit Parking District 35, under certain

21     terms and conditions; and

22               Bill No. 150896, an ordinance

23     amending Chapter 12-2700 of The

24     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Permit

25     Parking Districts," by amending the
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2     boundaries for Permit Parking District

3     32, under certain terms and conditions.

4               (Witness approached witness

5     table.)

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:

7     Mr. Dickson, please state your name for

8     the record and proceed.

9               MR. DICKSON:  Mr. Chairman, my

10     name is Richard Dickson, Deputy Executive

11     Director of the Parking Authority.

12               Bill No. 150895 establishes new

13     Permit Parking District No. 35 in the 6th

14     Councilmanic District.  By enacting this

15     ordinance, the Philadelphia Parking

16     Authority will be able to accommodate a

17     request for new permit parking blocks in

18     an area currently outside existing

19     district boundaries.  Any requests for

20     permit parking will require the approval

21     of 70 percent of the households on a

22     block before the regulation may be

23     posted.  This legislation only creates

24     the opportunity for residents to petition

25     for the program, but does not require any
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2     block to be included.

3               The Parking Authority

4     recommends favorable consideration of the

5     bill.

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

7               Any questions?

8               (No response.)

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Anybody

10     else here to testify on Bill 150895?

11               (No response.)

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

13               Mr. McMonagle, you read 95 and

14     96.

15               MR. DICKSON:  We're on 896.

16     This bill establishes new boundaries for

17     a new permit parking -- no.  It amends

18     the boundaries for current Permit Parking

19     District 32.  The ordinance expands the

20     district boundaries to incorporate areas

21     currently not included in any district.

22     It's prompted by a request for permit

23     parking by residents of the block outside

24     the existing boundaries.  By enacting

25     this ordinance, the Philadelphia Parking
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2     Authority would be able to accommodate

3     this request as well as others that may

4     be made in the area.  Any request for

5     permit parking requires 70 percent of the

6     households on the block before the

7     regulation may be posted.  This creates

8     the opportunity for residents to

9     petition, but does not require that they

10     be included.

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  For the

12     record, I believe it's 60 percent, 60

13     percent --

14               MR. DICKSON:  Sixty percent,

15     that is correct.

16               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Okay.

17     Just so we're clear, 60 percent of the

18     residents sign the petition, it would be

19     approved by the Parking Authority.

20               MR. DICKSON:  That is correct.

21               The Parking Authority

22     recommends favorable consideration of

23     this bill as well.

24               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

25     very much.
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2               Are there any questions?

3               (No response.)

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

5     none, are there any other bills on the

6     record to be read?

7               THE CLERK:  No, there are not.

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

9     That will end our hearing.  We'd like to

10     open up the meeting.

11               Thank you.  We will now start

12     our hearing.  Councilman Greenlee.

13               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

14     you, Mr. Chair.  I move the amendments

15     for the following bills be approved:

16     Bills No. 150788, 150346, 150860, 150670,

17     150748, 150511, 150656, 150893, and

18     150765.

19               (Duly seconded.)

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All in

21     favor?

22               (Aye.)

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Any

24     opposed?

25               (No response.)
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2               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  The ayes

3     have it.  All bills read into the record

4     have been amended.

5               Councilman Greenlee.

6               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Let me

7     take a breath.

8               Mr. Chairman, I move that the

9     following bills be reported out of this

10     Committee with a favorable recommendation

11     and that the rules of Council be

12     suspended to allow for first reading at

13     our next session of Council:  Bill No.

14     150788 as amended, 150269, 150270,

15     150271, 150669, 150346 as amended,

16     150661, 150860 as amended, 150670 as

17     amended, 150748 as amended, 150601,

18     150746, 150787, 150816, 150817, 150845,

19     150856, 150894, 150899, 150855, 140722,

20     150660, 150662, 150743, 150764, 150511 as

21     amended, 150656 as amended, 150806,

22     150607, 150893 as amended, 150898, 150765

23     as amended, 150895, and 150896.

24               (Duly seconded.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All in
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2     favor?

3               (Aye.)

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Any

5     opposed?

6               (No response.)

7               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  The ayes

8     have it.  All bills read into the record

9     have been approved.

10               Thank you.  Have a good

11     afternoon.

12               (Committee on Streets and

13     Services concluded at 3:30 p.m.)

14                   - - -
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