Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

COUNCI L OF THE CITY OF PH LADELPH A
COW TTEE OF THE WHOLE

Room 400, City Hall

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a
Tuesday, Novenber 26, 2024
10: 18 a. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCI LWOVAN NI NA AHVAD

COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS

COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROCKS
COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL
COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER
COUNCI LMAN JI' M HARRI TY

COUNCI LMAN CURTI S J. JONES, JR
COUNCI LWOVAN RUE LANDAU

COUNCI LWOVAN QUETCY M LOZADA
COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS
COUNCI LMAN MARK SQUI LLA

COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS

COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG JR

BILLS: 240963, 240964, 240966, 240967,
240968, 240969, 240970, 240971,
240972, 240973

Page 1

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good norni ng, everyone.
This is the public Commttee of the
Whol e regarding Bill Nos. 240963,
240964, 240966, 240967, 240968,
240969, 240970, 240971, 240972 and
240973.

| want to thank all of
you for being here today. But
before calling the roll, I would
i ke to announce that we have
transl ation services avail able for
anyone present at today's hearing,
if needed. Please go to the table
to ny left. Services are being
of fered in Mandarin and Cant onese.

M. Christmas, wll you
pl ease take the roll.

THE CLERK: Counci | man
Squi l I a.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Council Lady
Gaut hi er.
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Present.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

THE CLERK: Counci | man

Jones. Council man Jones.

Present.

Young.

Present.

Driscoll.

Present.

Lozada.

Present.

Bass.

Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

THE CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG:

THE CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

THE CLERK: Council Lady

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

THE CLERK: Council Lady

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | man

(No response.)
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O Neill.

THE CLERK: Counci | man

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Council Lady

G | nore Ri chardson.

Thonas.

Present.

Harrity.

Present.

Ahnmad.

Landau.

Present.

Br ooks.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

THE CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

THE CLERK: Council Lady

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Council Lady

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:

THE CLERK: Council Lady

(No response.)
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THE CLERK:  Counci | man
O Rour ke.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci |
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Present. A quorum of the
Commttee is present and this
hearing is now called to order.

M. Christmas, wll you
pl ease read the titles of the bills.

THE CLERK: Bill 240963,
amendi ng the existing Gallery at
Mar ket East Tax | ncrenent Financing
District, being the area generally
bounded by Fil bert Street on the
north, 8th Street on the east, 11lth
Street on the west, and Market
Street on the south, to renmove
certain portions of such property
general ly bounded by Fil bert Street
on the north, 10th Street on the
east, 1llth Street on the west, and

Mar ket Street on the south from such
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District, and approving the anended
proj ect plan of the Philadel phia

Aut hority for Industrial Devel opnent
for the redevel opnent of the Gllery
at Market East Tax | ncrenent
Financing District and naking
certain findings and decl arati ons,
all in accordance with the Tax

I ncrenent Financing Act, being the
Act of July 11, 1990, P.L. 465, No.
113, as anended, and authorizing the
Director of Finance and ot her
offices of the City to execute
docunents and do all things
necessary to carry out the intent of
t hi s ordi nance.

And Bill No. 240964,
authorizing the Gty of Phil adel phia
to organize an authority to be known
as The Arena Services District
Aut hority, pursuant to the terns of
t he Pennsyl vania Municipality
Authorities Act, all under certain

terns and conditi ons.
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And Bill 240966, to grant
t he necessary authorizations for the
City to help facilitate devel opnent,
construction, and operation of a new
arena for the Phil adel phia 76ers
pr of essi onal basketball team and for
ot her uses, including authorizing
t he Commi ssi oner of Public Property
and such other City officials as may
be appropriate, on behalf of the
Cty, to enter into the foll ow ng
agreenents and take the foll ow ng
actions: (1) acquire fee sinple
title to all or portions of
1001-1025 Fil bert Street, 1001-1019
Market Street, and 1025 Market
Street (together, the "Market and
Filbert Street Properties"); (2)
acquire fee sinple title to other
parcels of |and, aerial areas and
subsurface areas in the vicinity of
the Market and Filbert Street
Properties including, wthout

limtation, those areas reverting to
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the Gty or other parties in
connection with the striking of
certain aerial portions of Tenth
Street between Market Street and
Filbert Street (the "Additional
Properties”) and certain other

near by parcels and areas; (3) enter
into a ground | ease agreenent (the
"Lease") with the Phil adel phia
Authority for Industrial Devel opnent
("PAID'") under which the Gty would
| ease to PAID all or a portion of
the Market and Filbert Street
Properties and the Additional
Properties, if any, and other
parcel s and subsurface areas the
Cty nowowns in the vicinity of
those properties, all of which

coll ectively would constitute the
"Arena Site"; (4) join in or consent
to a subl ease and devel opnent
agreenent (the "Subl ease") between
PAI D and either CBL Arena LLC

("ArenaCo"), an entity affiliated
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with the Phil adel phia 76ers, L.P.
(the "76ers"), or another entity
affiliated with the 76ers, under

whi ch ArenaCo or other 76ers related
entity would subl ease the Arena Site
and cause an arena to be constructed
on it, including a nulti-purpose
sports and entertai nnent facility
and ancillary, accessory, and

rel ated anenities, inprovenents, and
infrastructure (the "Arena") and
agree to other related conditions;
(5) upon the expiration or

term nation of the Subl ease or other
circunstances set forth in the

Subl ease, convey fee sinple title to
the Arena Site to PAID for

di sposition to ArenaCo; (6) grant,
accept, anend, relocate and
extingui sh easenents, agreenents,
condi ti ons, covenants and
restrictions encunbering or
benefiting the Arena Site and any

City owned property adjacent to the
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Arena Site for the benefit of the
Arena Site to facilitate
construction and operation of the
Arena; (7) enter into a direct
operating covenants agreenent anong
the 76ers, PAID and the City, under
whi ch the 76ers agree to play
substantially all of their regular
season and pl ayoff home games in the
Arena; and (8) take all actions
necessary and appropriate to
acconplish the intent and purpose of
this Ordinance; all under certain
ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 240967,
aut hori zi ng and approving the
execution and delivery of a Service
Agreenment between the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a and the Phil adel phi a
Aut hority for Industrial Devel opnent
relating to the provision by the
Phi | adel phia Authority for
I ndustrial Devel opnent of certain

project-rel ated services to pronote,
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anong ot her things, the growh and
expansi on of business, comrerce and
tourismwithin the Gty of
Phi | adel phia in connection with the
devel opment of a nulti-purpose
sports and entertai nment facility,
i ncluding an arena to acconmopdat e
Nati onal Basketball Associ ation
ganes, and famly entertai nnent,
comunity, retail and other uses;
aut hori zi ng and approving the
obligation of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia to pay in full when due
the Service Fee and ot her anopunts
payabl e under the Service Agreenent
and covenanting to nake necessary
appropriations for such purposes;
and authorizing Cty officials to
take necessary or appropriate
actions to acconplish the intent and
pur pose of the ordinance, all under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 240968,

aut hori zing the revision of |ines
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and grades on a portion of City Plan
No. 307 by striking fromthe Gty
Plan and vacating Fil bert Street
from10th Street to 11th Street,
under certain ternms and conditions.
Bill No. 240969,
aut hori zing the revision of |ines
and grades on a portion of Gty Plan
No. 307 by striking fromthe Gty
Pl an and vacating certain aerial
portions of 10th Street between
Mar ket Street and Fil bert Street,
under certain terns and conditions.
Bill No. 240970,
aut horizing CBL Arena, LLC. and its
successor(s) ininterest to
construct, own, and maintain various
ri ght of way encroachnents in the
vicinity of 1001-19 Market Street,
1025 Market Street and 1001-25
Fil bert Street, Philadel phia, PA
19107, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

Bill No. 240971, anendi ng
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Title 14 of the Phil adel phia Code,
entitled Zoning and Pl anni ng, by
amendi ng certain definitions
relating to signs; creating an
"Arena Area" within the "/CIR
Center City Overlay District”
overlay; and maki ng rel ated changes,
i ncluding a master plan requirenent
and changes to accessory sign
controls; all in connection with
zoning rules for a proposed arena in
Center Cty; and approving a naster
plan for the Arena Area; all under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 240972, anendi ng
Title 14 of the Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Zoning and Pl anning," by
revising certain provisions of
section 14-906, entitled "Market
Street East Sign Regulations," all
under certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 240973,
approvi ng the anmendnent of a

nei ghbor hood i nprovenent district in
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the area generally bounded by, and
i ncluding, 11th Street to the West,
Filbert Street to the North, 8th
Street to the East and Market Street
to the South, with the exception of
certain condom niumunits at 801
Mar ket Street Condom ni um not
included in the District, known as
the Gall ery Nei ghborhood I nprovenent
District, to renove certain portions
of such property generally bounded
by Filbert Street on the north, 10th
Street on the east, 1lth Street on
the west, and Market Street on the
south fromsuch District in
accordance with the provisions of
the Community and Econom c
| nprovenent Act, and under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch,
M. Christnas.

Before we get started, we

just want to tell everyone we
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wel cone you here today to speak on

t he proposed | egislation regarding
the proposed arena. W just want
everyone irregardless if you are for
or agai nst this project to be
respectful of all testinony and
public coments fromall of the

i ndi vi dual s who are here today.

We al so have working with
us to our left the Ofice of Guvil
Affairs, our Sheriff's Ofice as
wel | as Phil adel phia Police
Departnent that will be working with
us throughout this process, but we
al so expect for this to continue
being a very spirited and lively
di scussion for a critical project
that we are proposing in front of us
t oday.

| want to al so
acknow edge the presence of nenbers
Counci | mrenber Bass, Majority Wip
Thomas, Council menber Squilla, the

aut hor of the | egislation, and
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Counci | renber Dr. N na Ahnad.

M. Christmas, wll you
pl ease call the first panel.

THE CLERK: Sabrina
Maynard, Budget Director of the Gty
of Phi | adel phi a.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

M5. MAYNARD: Hell o.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good norni ng, Sabri na.

M5. MAYNARD: Good
nor ni ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  First and forenost, thank
you. | want to congratul ate you on
your pronotion.

M5. MAYNARD: Thanks so
much.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Congr at ul ati ons.

M5. MAYNARD: Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: And just state your nane
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and title for the -- your newtitle
for the record. Please begin your
testi nony.

M5. MAYNARD: (Good
norning. My nane is Sabrina
Maynard. |'mthe City's Budget
Director. |'mjoined by Sam Rhoads
fromPIDC. Good norning, Counci
Presi dent Johnson and nenbers of the
Committee. We are here this norning
to testify in support of Bill No.
240963, whi ch anends the existing
Gal l ery at Market East Tax | ncrenent
Financing or TIF District.

The TIF District was
created by Bill No. 150380, which
was approved in June of 2015 to
support renovations of the forner
Gal l ery now known as the Fashion
District. Those renovations have
been conpleted and the TIF District
Is operating as a retail mall with
m xed office uses as contenpl at ed.

Thi s amendnent woul d
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renove the 1000 bl ock of Market
Street fromthe existing TIF
District and | eave the renaining
portion of the district from8th to
10th Streets between Market and
Filbert intact and continuing to
operate as a retail mall with m xed
of fi ce uses.

The anendnent to the TIF
IS requested to facilitate
devel opnent of a new arena to
support hone ganes for the
Phi | adel phia 76ers and this wll
only take effect if the Arena
proj ect noves forward. Renoving the
1000 bl ock of Market Street fromthe
TIF woul d nmean that tax revenues
fromthe block would no | onger flow
to the devel oper of the Fashion
District to pay debt service on the
bonds they issued to fund the
Fashion District project. The
parcel that would be renoved from

the TIF woul d be subject to
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negoti ated PILOT and U&O paynents.

Wth respect to
procedural requirenents of the
Commonweal th TIF statute, this
hearing is taking place within 30
days of public notice and with both
the Gty Council and School District
havi ng approved resol uti ons agreeing
to participate in the amendnent
should it be approved by this
ordi nance of City Council.

In closing, this
requested anendnent is a procedural
conpanion to the several ordi nances
required to facilitate the proposed
new arena for the Sixers and wl|
only be effective if the Arena
proj ect noves forward.

We respectfully request
that you favorably vote O di nance
No. 240963 out of Conm ttee today
and we are happy to take your
guesti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch

The Chair al so recogni zes
the presence of Mnority Leader
Kendr a Br ooks.

In your testinony you
stated that renoving the 1,000 bl ock
of Market Street fromthe TIF wll
result in tax revenues fromthis
bl ock no | onger being directed to
t he devel oper of the Fashion
District to service the debt on the
bonds issue for the project. Could
you clarify how much revenue woul d
be diverted fromthe devel opnent as
a result of noving this parcel?

MR. RHOADS: Yes. M
nanme i s Sam Rhoads wth PIDC. And
the estimate through 2035 through
the remaining termof the district
is $3.4 mllion. The devel oper can
expect to receive about 40.4 mllion
under what we call the build
scenario if the arena does go

forward, and they woul d have
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recei ved about $43.8 mllion by our
projections if it does not nove
forward

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Once the proposed Arena
parcel is renoved fromthe TIF, the
parcel will then generate revenue
for the CGity. Could you outline a
timeline for when revenues fromthis
parcel wll begin to flowto the
Cty, and specifically wll a PILOT
and U&O agreenents take effect?
Wien will they take effect?

MR, RHOADS: The PILOT
wll take effect, is estimated to
take effect in 2033 under the state
statute. It takes effect upon the
| and transferring into the public
ownership, which is estimted to be
in 2028 when the Sixers have
completed the denolition. [|f they
nove forward, at that tinme it would
nove into the public ownership, the

Pl LOT woul d take effect.
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Under the terns of the
PI LOT, under the state statute for
the first five years to allow for
that denolition and construction
period, there would be no paynents
under the PILOTI, and they woul d
comence in 2033.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: |Is that the same for the
U&O agreenent as wel | ?

MR, RHOADS: The U&O
paynment would start inmedi ately upon
t he occupancy of the arena.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Coul d you al so detail the
ot her types of revenue the Gty is
expected to receive during the
denol i tion, construction,
oper ati onal phases of the arena?

MR, RHOADS: Correct.
Yeah, so those through 2035 again
through the remaining termof the
TIF District the City can expect to

receive a net of $69.3 mllion --
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: No. M question was ot her
types of revenue.

MR. RHOADS: Onh. Yeah,
I''msorry. That nunber includes all
of the other types of revenue. So
Li quor - by-the-Drink tax, which would
go to the School District, in
addition to the U&, the PILOT.
There's the anusenent tax on tickets
and all of the sales taxes rel ated
to the sale of nerchandi se and so
on. We also included the estimate
of parking taxes related to fol ks
who woul d attend.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Ckay. Thank you very
much.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

Good norning. Is it true

that the primary econonic
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devel opnent organi zations in the
city of Phil adel phia are PIDC --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Coul d you speak into the
m crophone pl ease for the
st enogr apher ?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

Is it true, is it safe to
say that the two primary econom c
devel opnent organi zations in the
city of Phil adel phia are PIDC and
t he Commer ce Departnent?

MR, RHOADS: Yes, sir.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: I f
that is being true, what is the plan
for Market Street East outside of
the arena but dealing with the
adj acent properties and what is the
vacancy rate between Macy's and that
site?

MR. RHOADS:. The vacancy
rate at the Gallery is about --

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  No,
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between -- on the other side of the
southern side of the street from
maybe 10th Street to Macy's?

MR, RHOADS: Sure. \Were
we' ve cal cul ated the vacancy rates
are on the south side of Market
Street, which | think is consistent
wi th your question, from9th Street
t hrough the 1100 bl ock, and that is
roughly I want to say 50 percent. |
have to confirmw th those nunbers,
but there's a high | evel of vacancy
i f you wal k those bl ocks.

And if you saw the
presentation that our D rector of
Pl anni ng and Devel opnent Jesse
Law ence provided, there's a
significant anount of boarded-up
facilities there. And then the
ot her point | wanted to nake with
the Gallery is that it's currently
got 20 percent vacancy, so it's also
experiencing a high |l evel of vacancy

inits current state.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: So
it's safe to say that that
particul ar portion, comrercial
portion of our city, is pretty bad
off. Is that --

MR. RHOADS: Yes, sir.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: It's
not an economc term but |'m going
to go --

MR, RHOADS: | understand
the technical term Yes, it is not
thriving currently.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  So
whet her we approve this arena or
not, what would be the -- and | go
with the or not as well because
everybody that is against this arena
has yet to tell ne what we do if we
don't develop that site and how does
t hat assist, spur devel opnent on the
south side of Market? |Is there a
pl an?

MR. RHOADS: Yes. So a

couple of things. One is that |
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believe that this arena provides the
opportunity to devel op Market Street
and there's a couple of elenents to
that. One is that if you recal
within the CBA agreenent, there's an
allocation to provide for a naster
plan which is called for under our
comunity inpact statenment. |It's
for the City to put together a
master plan and exerci se both around
Chi nat owmn and Mar ket East.

In addition, | would
hi ghl i ght that unlike prior
I nvestnents, public investnents into
Mar ket East, including specifically
the Gallery, in this case the
devel opers of the arena |likew se
have those south side properties
under agreenent, so we have a uni que
opportunity to devel op that
col l ectively.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Can | have a point of

i nformation, M. Rhoads. | just
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want to ask, and | know t he nmaster
plan is a part of the CBA, but |
know there's al so several different
roundt abl es that the Mayor is
convening. So even if there wasn't
an arena, there would still be a
mast er pl an devel oped for East

Mar ket Street, | would think, that
at | east would cone out of sone of
t hese roundt abl es that tal k about
the revitalization of Center Gty as
well as | would think the vision of
the Pl anning Departnment will be

t hi nki ng proactively regarding this
particular part of Center City; is
that correct?

MR. RHOADS: Yes, that's
correct. And | think with the arena
t hat creates an anchor around whi ch,
t hen you have sone energy to plan
off of and to redevel op that area.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

Chai r recogni zes
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Council man Curtis Jones for his
tinme.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you for that, M. President.

What ever the decision of
this body | woul d encourage us to
bring to that roundtabl e discussion,
SEPTA, and a security plan for that
same area. And why do | say that?
The other day several brave parents
turned in their children fromthat
attack. | was thinking of
Counci | woman Bass about what do you
do when the shooter lives with you.

And we have to have a
cohesive plan that includes SEPTA,
that nmakes it safe, clean, reliable
but al so that we take control of our
foot print dowmmtown. We have been in
di scussions with several schools,
which will not be naned because they
recently have been beset wth these
gat heri ngs outside with young peopl e

fighting each other, attacking each
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other with these neetups.

So whoever you're worKking
wi th have to include those
conponents. Wether or not it's a
Si xers arena or whether it is a new
rendition of retail, all of those
conponents have to be in that plan.

Thank you, M. President.

MR. RHOADS: W agree
with you conpletely. And while the
arena is still many years off, we're
al ready in discussions wth both the
Si xers and SEPTA and the Police
Depart nent around ensuring the
cl eanliness and safety of the area.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Just
one real quick question. Macy's,
what are we planning for Macy's?

MR. RHOADS: | do not
have -- speaking as PIDC, | do not
at this point have anything on ny
desk in terns of a request for
funding or anything like that with

Macy's. So we woul d have to talk
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with the owner at this point. They
have not reached out to us for any
assi stance, but we woul d be happy to
talk with them

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, Council nenber Jones.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jami e Gauthier. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Jam e --

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

Good norni ng and
congratul ati ons, Ms. Maynard, on
your appointnent. Back in 2015 the
Gal | ery becane the Fashion District
and the Gty saw it as an
opportunity to "save Market East"”
wi th nore jobs, shopping and
reactivating the corridor.

The Fashion District back
then is what we are being prom sed
that the arena will do today.

Al though this particular piece of
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| egi slation can be viewed as a
procedural matter required by the
Commonweal th, | do think that we can
learn a |l ot fromlooking at how the
City has approached econom c
devel opment at Market East in the
past, and perhaps consi der how we
can do better.

Many of us were not in
of fice when the current TIF was
created, so let's start with why
this TIF was originally put in
place. During the initia
presentati on sonme of the prom ses
made by the devel oper were, one,
that they would pay $1.6 mllion to
the School District annually;
second, that they woul d generate $94
mllion in tax revenues via Use and
Cccupancy and Li quor-by-the-Drink
taxes over 20 years; third, that
this would result in a projected
$1.4 million annual increase for the

District in 2036, and | ast
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"t housands of jobs".

How woul d you conpare the
Fashion District's perfornmance
agai nst the original projections?
For exanple, are there reports
showi ng the val ue of diverted taxes
for each year through 2024? Do we
have a conpari son of jobs projected
versus jobs created?

MR, RHOADS: Thank you,
Counci | woman. Wien the TIF was
created in 2015, there were a nunber
of primary goals there. One is to
keep in mnd that at that point it
was under public ownership, largely
t he Redevel opnment Aut hority.

And so, there's a nunber
of goals that were | would have said
did not neet the public eye and
there are a nunber of goals that did
neet the public eye. So one was
that the Gty at that point had
virtually unlimted liability

exposure for maintaining the core
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and shell of that facility. So one
of the things that we did with that
TIF is that we were able to cap and
limt the Gty's exposure for the
Gal l ery, so that was one issue.

Secondly, we were able to
do that while maintaining the public
access to SEPTA and ot her public
transit facilities so we were able
to maintain that. And then thirdly,
we were able to put -- we were able
to achieve what did neet the public
eye as we were able to achieve or
facilitate the reinvestnent in that
Gallery. So keeping in mnd that
typical malls get reinvested in, in
terms of tiles, lighting and so on
and so forth every three to five
years, that nmall had not been
reinvested in, in over 25 years due
to the conplicated public-private
I nvest nent .

So there's a nunber of

different notives in creating the
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TIF, only one of which was the
reinvestnent. Wth respect to their
performance and your specific
guestions on the tax revenue
projections, the Gty and the School
District have continued to obtain

t he base | evel values of tax
revenues that were projected in
2015.

The growth in those tax
revenues was, in fact, under what
the projections were, and of course
there's a nunber of factors in that.
One of course is COVID. Another of
course is I'll call tectonic shift
in retail and store retail across
the country of which the Gallery was
certainly part of that trend. So
the growh projections are certainly
under what they were originally.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Ckay. What criteria do we use to
determine if a TIF is successful

fromthe point of viewof the City

Page 35

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

and are there public reporting
requi rements that TIF districts nust
conply with?

MR, RHOADS: Sure. The
success -- whether or not it's a
success depends on the specific
goals, the public policy goals and
obj ectives of the TIF. And
primarily keep in mnd that TIFs are
put in place for pieces of property
that are either blighted or
under per f or m ng.

So general ly speaking,
it's receiving the investnent of the
construction itself, which we can
check that box. W did in fact
receive that over $300 nmillion
I nvest nent and the construction jobs
that cone with it. Secondly, we get
a rejuvenated facility and we
certainly were able to obtain that.

And then as | nentioned
before, we had other nultiple sort

of priorities there in terns of the
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publ i c ownership and cappi ng the
City's exposure, all of which we
were able to obtain.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
One nore quick question. | prom se.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Sur e.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
kay. Lastly, | would say given,
you know, you noted sone of the
seismc shifts around how peopl e
shop now, COVID. There wll always
be seismc shifts. Gven that, is
it up to us to accept the
proj ections and the nunbers that
devel opers put forward in
considering these tax incentives or
I's there any change that we shoul d
make to our process? And that's the
end of ny questions.

MR. RHOADS: (Okay. Thank
you very nmuch. The answer to that
Is that the owner of the Fashion
District is Macerich. Macerich is

one of the | argest operators of
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malls in the country. And so,
they're very focused, as is the
whol e retail world on performnce.
When we do these
proj ections, they go through a
series of I'Il call it filters in
order to represent what we think is
our best guess. And I'lIl be clear,
these are estinmates. W spell out
in the original project plan in
2015, as we do here, all of our
assunptions for the public to see.
They represent input from
the owner thenselves so they are in
t he business of projecting forward
what they think sales and ot her
revenues wll be, so we | ook at
t hose nunbers. W ook at them
Vi s-a-vis industry standards and
al so vis-a-vis information that the
City of Phil adel phia and the Revenue
Departnent and so on have. So we're
able to put themthrough a series of

filters, 1'll call them to before
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we arrive at the nunbers that we put
in front of you. And in all cases
we do try to be very conservati ve.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, col |l eague.

Poi nt of information from
Counci | menber Squilla. Then Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Thank you. Thank you, M. Chair.

One ot her point of
information. |f you renmenber when
we did the TIF, one of the main
things in 2015 was to alleviate the
Cty of the maintenance obligations
that we have, which was mllions and
mllions of dollars, to try to keep
that Gallery operating because it
was under PRA Redevel opnent
Authority's hand, so it really --
not only the cost and taxes that

they woul d be generating but the
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cost tothe Cty that we had to
constantly try to fix that and we
weren't a great |andlord, per se,
and it would take us forever to fix
things and do things. And so, that
was anot her reason why to really
alleviate the Gty of the burden and
havi ng the private conpany then own
it and then be responsible for the
repairs. And sonetinmes that isn't
seen as part of why we did the TIF.

MR. RHOADS: Correct,
definitely under the tip of the
i ceberg. But we shifted the
responsibility for all of the
infrastructure to the private
sector --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  From
us to them

MR, RHOADS: Correct.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank

you, Counci | man.
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Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. Chairman. And thank you,
Counci |l man Squilla, for the
clarification. And it's inportant
information to put on the table.

| just had really a
coupl e of quick, very quick
questions and | wanted to just say
that from Council man Jones' |ine of
qguesti oni ng about the anount of
vacancy. And | know he used to run
alittle organi zation, PCDC, the
ot her PCDC that used to do
comer ci al devel opnent t hr oughout
the entire city so | know he knows a
little sonmething about this.

But can you tal k about --
and | know, Sam you've been here
for a mnute. Can you tal k about
the price tag? How nuch have we
i nvested in Market East over the

years? You could give it in the
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| ast few years or the |ast 10 years,
but can you give us sone sense of
how nmuch has the Gty of
Phi | adel phia i nvested in Market East
thus far?

MR. RHOADS: You ask al
t he tough questions. The short
answer would be I'Il have to get
back to you on that.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.

MR RHOADS: But to
illustrate it, the Cty if you think
about the publicly-owned investnents
there al ong Market East, you have a
nunber of course federally-owned
properties. Wth respect to the
Cty, the primary exposure really
has been around the Gallery, which
goes all the way back to the late
"70s with the decline and
subur bani zati on of the departnent
stores, all of which had their
headquarters and flagship stores

there, the collapse of the transit
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system the conbination of the old
Readi ng and Pennsyl vani a Rail roads
i nto SEPTA, putting that
under gr ound.

So I'mgoing to say
billions and billions if you think
all the way back to what
Phi | adel phi a has done to conpletely
make over a period of 50 years what
its Center Cty |looks like. And
regardl ess of various thoughts or
opinions on the Gallery, |
personally view it as sonething
that's very successful in the sense
that it is a retail center that sits
on top of the transportati on network
of Phil adel phia and brings people in
fromall nei ghborhoods to do their
shopping there. So very substantia
I nvest nent over tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:. Wel |,
| can tell you that -- and it's
funny because | heard Mayor Parker

speaki ng about this yesterday, and |
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have a simlar story, when she

tal ked about what a big deal it was
back in the late '70s and early ' 80s
to cone downtown and to go to the
Gallery. It was a big deal. It was
a big deal in our famly as well.

And as sonmeone who went
to high school in Center City, we
were in and out of the Gallery all
of the tinme and it was packed and it
was successful. It was very
successful. And, listen, shopping
habi ts changed, peopl e changed where
t hey want to shop, how they want to
shop. And so, | think that the
Gal l ery actually succunbed to trends
and changes that way.

But | just really wanted
toillustrate that we've nade quite
an investnent in Market East. And
so, we're at a pivotal nonent. |
don't think that the answer is to
stop maki ng investnents in Market

East. | think that we have to | ook
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at what we've already invested and
bui | d upon that investnent so that
we can nmake that part of the Cty,
that part of downtown Phil adel phia
as successful as it possibly could
be.

And | also want to foll ow
up on sonething el se that Council nman
Jones nentioned earlier, which was
that | haven't heard anything in
terns of an alternative plan |ike
what's the opposite plan if it's not
the arena, if it's not 76 Pl ace,
then what is it? You know, help us
hel p you, but |I'mnot hearing that.
And so, | just wanted to ask those
questi ons about the investnent that
we made thus far. But I'll cone
back around for nore questions.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you.

Chai r recogni zes

Counci | menber Brooks fol |l owed by
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Counci | mrenber Jones.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you so much.

So I have a question
about the proposed Arena Services
District and the CBA. The Arena
Services District is financed by 14
millionin the CBA If this passes
today, does it lock us out of the
$50 million discussion around a CBA?

MR, RHOADS: That
question mght be better put to the
next panel. W're specifically
focused on the Tax I ncrenent
Fi nancing District.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Chair
recogni zes Counci |l menber Squilla for
a point of information.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Thank you. This bill is the TIF.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Ckay.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: So

this doesn't deal with the term

Page 46

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

sheet, doesn't deal wth the CBA.
Al it does is renove the portion of
t hat one bl ock of the Fashion
District fromthe TIF. That's al
this does. It just renpves it from
the TIF. That's it.

| f the casino -- casino,
if the Arena | egislation doesn't
pass, this goes away. Al this does
Is renoves themfromthe TIF because
It takes them out of the benefits
they're receiving on that block. So
Is that clear?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:

Yeah.

COUNCI LMAN THOWVAS:
Counci | mrenber Brooks, would you Ilike
to start your tine over?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  No,
just -- I'Il pass.

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS:  Ckay.
If you want to cone back for a
second round, let nme know.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCGKS:
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"Il come back for a second round.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Ckay.
Thank you, colleague. Thank you,
Counci | menber Squill a.

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | renber Jones fol |l owed by
Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. Chairman.

My question is a Part 2
to what | asked before, but it's
nore dealing with SEPTA
transportati on plans for that
particular strip. If I could -- |
still see you. Thank you so nuch.

MR. CARROLL: Yes. Mke
Carrol |, Deputy Managi ng Director
for the Ofice of Transportation and
I nfrastructure Systens.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So
whet her or not this body takes the
step to approve or di sapprove this
project, but let's suppose that we

go forward with it, | amunclear
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about the plan for a safe SEPTA ride
to the facility. Every planning
study suggests that we have to
really rely on mass transit for this
to be successful. W cannot park
our way, drive our way through a
successful devel opnment of this
facility.

Tell me how we address
safety. SEPTA is in an -- they
al ready tal ked about sonmewhere cl ose
to a $50 nmillion differential. |
think it m ght have been a 20
mllion differential between what
they woul d need just to keep up with
ridership to go to the facility.
But tell me how we're planning to
work with the Gty of Philadel phia
Pol i ce Departnent to nake that
experi ence for soneone who cones
fromthe city, but particularly
people that we're attracting to
spend noney here, how they do that

safely in conjunction with ganmes?
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How do we do that?

MR, CARROLL: Ckay. So
there's going to be work on that
fromtoday through the 30 years of
that arena being in operation. So
what the main principles are | think
t hat SEPTA wants their systemto be
safe for everybody all the tine.
That's the goal. And there's a | ot
of work that's going into that now.

And | encourage people
who feel |ike they have not been
safe or have feelings about SEPTA to
gi ve SEPTA a chance. Cone back to
SEPTA, try SEPTA. | think they'l
see there's an inprovenent. The
ridership nunbers for the past year
are showi ng that people are com ng
back to SEPTA. And | just want to
set the table with that, that that
work is going on now.

Wth respect to the
arena, with respect to ganes,

there's a couple things that I would
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point to. The first thing | think
is that in the work that SEPTA did
whi ch they presented to City
Council, their focus for people
com ng fromthe suburbs is how they
get on Regional Rail and how they
get off at Jefferson Station and how
that capacity is there in the
Regional Rail systemfor the
(inaudible). | think that's where
there's sone questions that need to
be answered. There's work that
needs to be done.

The fact is though that
anong the nodes that SEPTA operates,
Regi onal Rail has the fewest
probl ens and probably the best
perception in terns of safety,
cleanliness, the issues that rel ate
to quality of Iife and people's
confort using the system So that's
not to say that that answers itself,
but it gives us a better position to

start fromto nake the inprovenents
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that | think you're speaking to and
peopl e woul d want to see so that
people who are visiting the city
have a good experience.

A lot of what needs to
take place is how the arena space
Jefferson Station is managed. And |
can tell you that there's a | ot of
focus not just from SEPTA in
staffing up with people who wll act
as anbassadors, hel p peopl e get
their direction, you know, nanage
the crowds on the platforns, but
al so the Sixers wll have personnel
that are in the area doing that.

Phi | adel phia police w |
have a presence there, so we'll talk
about this in the next bill
conversation. But the main focus
has to be for all of these resources
to be coordinated and wor ki ng
together with that intention. And
so, the remaining pieces | think

have to do with people who are on
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t he subways, the Broad Street Line,
Mar ket - Frankford Li ne who we m ght
expect are coming froma little bit
closer within the Cty, but also

fol ks who don't have quick access to
Regi onal Rail but may think, okay,

It makes sense for nme to drive to
one of these subway or El stations,
park in that vicinity and catch a
ride there.

And, you know, frankly
when | go to see an Eagl es gane,
that's how !l travel. 1'll go to the
Broad Street Line, get on the train
and work ny way down to NRG Station
and wal k fromthere. And what you
find is that there is sort of safety
in nunbers in ternms of that crowd of
peopl e. They got their jerseys on.
They all know where they're going.

The m sbehavi or you see
when there's not a |lot of people on
the train tends not to be an issue

when you're crowded with fans and
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everybody's got the hone teamspirit
and they're going to catch an event.
So that does not nean there isn't
work to do, and | think that goes
back to the thing I was saying in
the first place. SEPTA, worKking
wi t h Phi | adel phia Police, working
with partners have to secure those
station areas.

And so, we need to get a
sense for what those patterns of
travel | ook |ike on those origin
stations as people are on the
outskirts of the system worKking
their way in, and we have to nake
sure that there's effective police
presence there, that there's
effecti ve managenent of the
situation there. Sone of those
stations are going to nore |ikely
for folks that want to park and then
ride the systemin.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: That's

what | really was |ooking for. |
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know when we did the South
Phi | adel phi a stadiuns there was sone
t hought given to how people woul d
take mass transit fromas far away
as Fern Rock down to Patterson. |
want that sane enphasis given for
peopl e who m ght want to get on at
69th Street, want to get on at 30th
Street, want to get on at 40th
Street to take that ride down there.
And it's going to require both
security and vigilance above ground
and bel ow, above ground and bel ow.
And | think if we are
truly trying to make sure that if
this project is approved that people
feel confortable before and after a
game going to our restaurants,
shopping in our comrercial district,
that they need to feel that when |I'm
done eating, when |I'm done shoppi ng,
there's areliability of safe
transportation so | can get back to

nmy nei ghborhood or ny car. So that
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pl an irrespective of who pays for it
has to be thought out.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, Counci | man.

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Landau fol | owed by
Counci | menber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you. So ny questions are both
for Sabrina and Sam You rattled
off a lot of dollar anmounts and
stats in the beginning and | thought
they were in your witten testinony
but they're not, so could you go
over themagain to know -- what |'m
| ooking for is you were talking
about the tax benefits. | think you
were tal king about the original TIF
and what the tax deal was there and
al so what the tax benefits will be.
So I'd love to hear again the
nunbers you both said. And then |

have a foll ow up question.
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MR, RHOADS: Certainly.
Thanks very nuch and apol ogi ze for
rattling those off. They' ve been
swimmng around in ny head for too
|l ong so | appreciate that.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
bet .

MR, RHOADS: The question
that | was responding to initially
was around what would the Gty
expect to receive in tax revenues if
t he arena noves forward, and then
what woul d be the inpact to the
devel oper of the mall in terns of
their TIF funds. So let ne just
wal k t hrough this piece-by-piece.

So what we estimated and
projected is what I'Il call the
buil d scenario and the no-build
scenario. In other words, what
happens if the arena does nove
forward and what could the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a expect to receive in

tax revenues if it does not nobve
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forward. And then we subtracted A
fromB and that's the net benefit.

So in the build scenario
you' re noving one block fromthe TIF
District, one block fromthe Fashion
District. The Fashion District is
now concentrating in two bl ocks as
opposed to three, about 900, 000 feet
instead of about a mllion three.

In addition, then the
bl ock that's being freed up, the
arena is being built. So under that
buil d scenari o through 2035, and we
chose that nunber because that's
when the current TIF District ends,
so through 2035 if the project noves
forward, the Gty can expect to get
about $73.3 million in all of the
various tax revenues for that.

I f we do not nove
forward, the Gty can expect to
receive about $4.1 million if it
remains in its current status. So

the net positive to the Cty through
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2035 is about $69.3 mllion,

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
G eat.

MR, RHOADS: Does t hat
hel p?

COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU
That's hel pful. And we have 2035 as
the end. Wy also would the
remai ni ng parcels of the Fashion
District remain under the TIF if
it's going to have new ownership or
at | east a conbi nati on of new
owner shi p?

MR. RHOADS: Froma | ega
perspective it won't have new
ownership. So the entity that owns
the Fashion District will continue
to own the Fashion District. It's
nmy understandi ng that they may take
in a new partner in ternms of
partnering with the Sixers, but it's
effectively the sane entity. And
make no m stake, Macerich is a very

substanti ve owner of malls and
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retail space across the country so
they will continue to own and
operate that.

COUNCI L\WOVAN LANDAU:

Okay. We mght disagree on whet her
taking in a new partner nmeans new
ownershi p, but | hear you. Because
they are getting a tax benefit then
on the two-thirds remai nder through
2035. That's the point.

MR. RHOADS: The tax
benefit, the TIF that was put in
place in 2015 will continue for
those two bl ocks, that's correct.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:

Ckay. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, colleague. If you need to tee
up for a second round, feel free to
do so. But colleagues, just keep in
mnd this is only the first panel of
about four that we have schedul ed
for this norning.

Chai r recogni zes
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Counci | renber Lozada foll owed by
Counci | mrenber Young.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: |
just have one really quick question.
We've made a | ot of requests from
the School District of Philadel phia.
W' ve asked for inprovenent plans,

i nvestnents. \What inpact will the
amendnent have on the School
District's budget or financi al

pl anni ng given their participation
in the TIF adjustnent?

MR, RHOADS: Thank you
for that, Councilwoman. And that
guesti on was asked | ast week when we
presented in front of the School
Board as well. They of course were
focused on what their revenues are.
So the nunbers that | just went
through with respect to the Cty,
with respect to the School District
t hrough 2035, the School District
can expect to see a little bit of

positive revenue.
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They in the no-build
scenari o they coul d expect to
recei ve about $43 nmillion. Under
the build scenario they can expect
to receive a little over $48
mllion. So it's about a net $6
mllion benefit through 2035. The
benefit to both the Cty and the
School District really conmes over
the 30-year termof the Sixers play.

The challenge with
measuring it just through 2035 of
course is that you're experiencing
the period of tinme when the existing
facility's being under construction,
denol i shed and under construction so
you have a dip in revenues during
that tinme. So over the 30-year play
termof the Sixers and the
construction in that scenario, the
School District can expect to
recei ve about $153 mllion.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:

153. Thank you.

Page 62

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, coll eague.

Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Young foll owed by
Counci | mrenber Ahnmad.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Thank
you, M. Chair.

Just a qui ck question.
And understanding that this is just
a procedural vote that's required if
sonething will happen, wll we have
to renove the TIF let's say for
exanple if a hospital wanted to
devel op on the site, right, or such
an entity like that. Wuld the TIF
have to be renoved because of that
particul ar type of devel opnent as
wel | ?

MR RHOADS: Yes, if
there's any significant
redevel opment or alteration fromthe
original plan, then we woul d
anticipate renmoving that site from

the district, yes.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Just wanted to get sone
clarity on that. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, col |l eague.

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | renber Ahmad. And after
Counci | member Ahnmad, that wll be it
for the first round of questions
unl ess sonmeone has a burning
question that didn't get an
opportunity.

Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  Good
nmorni ng. Thank you for your
testinmony. | had a quick question
about the costs incurred by the City
to facilitate this process, this
Arena project including this
reduction of the TIF. Also to
under stand, what is the
appropriations comng to PAID from
us to you and basically all the, you

know, maybe they're incidental but
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t he expenses, the legal, the
departnmental , all of it together,
how nmuch is it costing the Gty to
get this prepared for the arena to
proceed?

MR. RHOADS: To date,
not hing. And the conversation that
I think has been a little bit in the
public eye is this notion of the
Sixers funding -- well, let nme take
a step back. So the work that we've
done to get to this point involves
the various studies that you' ve seen
have been undert aken.

And so, we ran requests
for proposals. W selected
consultants for the community
I npact - -

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  And
who paid for all of that?

MR, RHOADS: Pardon --
the Sixers did. So the Sixers
provi ded funds to PIDC, which was

held as a blind fund, so the Si xers
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had no input with respect to the
RFPs, the selection, the work or the
outconme. That was conpletely
managed by PIDC in partnership with
the Gty of Philadel phia. So all of
the plans and the structuring and
the work that got us to this date
was funded out of that pool.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  And
what will the Gty be paying PAID?
There is an appropriation piece,
right. Wat will be that paynent?

MR. RHOADS: That is
projected also to be nothing. So if
this project is approved and we nove
forward, the Sixers nove forward
Wi th constructing the arena and then
operating it, you're correct, PAID
sits in the mddle of that. The
Cty owmns the land. They lease it
to us. W sublease it to the
Si xers.

Built into that

transaction is rent fromthe Sixers
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to PAID to cover our cost of

adm ni stering that | ease over that
30-year period of tine. So we would
not expect to incur any costs from
the City. You're correct however
there is within one of the

ordi nances what's called the

servi ces agreenent, which
effectively backstops if there are
any costs that are -- again, there's
none projected. But if there do end
up being costs under that |ease to
PAID, then we would ook to the Gty
to fund that.

COUNCI LMOVAN AHVAD:  So
we woul d be paying -- at the end of
it we would be payi ng whatever cost
you incur would be passed onto us?

MR, RHOADS: Correct.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  And
in a situation if as a cl awback
provision if they were to | eave
early or we were to do sonet hing

out side of what the agreenent is, is
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there -- this is not including the
PILOTs and all of that, what we have
| ost by putting a PILOT in. Is
there a dollar figure or you're
saying there's no cost incurred
pretty much -- just going beyond the
record, there's no cost being
incurred in order for this TIF to be
reduced and for the parcels to be
ready for the arena to be built on
thi s new aggregated space? So no
cost incurred to the Gty in order
for that to happen?

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Can
you respond to that quickly so we --

MR, RHOADS: Correct.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
kay. | just wanted to be clear
we're not spending any noney to do
t his.

MR, RHOADS: Correct.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD: Al
right. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank

Page 68

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

you, col |l eague.

Qui ck questions for Round
2 and then we have to nove on to the
next panel.

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, M. Chair.

| have one nore question
for the panel, but | also want to
chime in quickly on the conversation
started by Council nenber Jones and
Counci | mrenber Bass. In the nost
respectful way possible, | too think
that we shoul d be solution-oriented
when it cones to Market East or any
other corridor in a city that needs
econom c devel opnent .

However, | think it's
chal  enging to ask community nenbers
what's their alternative when
they're comng up with critiques. |
think it is, in fact, the job of

PI DC and the Pl anning Conm ssion to
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offer a vision, a nmaster plan, a
vi sion and econom ¢ devel opnent
pl ans for our inportant corridors.
And unfortunately, we're in this
position of only considering the one
thing, right. But a master planning
process m ght deliver other things
that we can consider. So just
wanted to add ny thoughts in the
nost respectful way as possible.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Can |
have a point of information --

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Sur e.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Chai r man?

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Chai r
recogni zes Counci | nenber Bass for a
poi nt of information.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. So while | do respect your
opi nion, | do disagree strongly and
"Il tell you why. The idea that

governnent, that we in these chairs
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have all of the answers is a fatal
flaw in nmy opinion. W need to ask
everyone what do you think, what do
you want to see, what is your
opinion. The idea that we hold all
of the answers is incorrect and
danger ous.

We need to hear from
everyone, and that doesn't nean that
because you cone and testify and
you' re opposed that you have an
answer. But to not ask the question
| think is a dereliction of our duty
as nmenbers of Council. So | just --
with all due respect.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
We actually are in agreenent on that
point. | becane a city planner
because | think it's inportant to
enpower community nenbers to build
their own vision for their
nei ghbor hoods.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Absol ut el y.
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COUNCI LMOVAN GAUTHI ER: |
just think this forum makes that a
little difficult. That's why |'ve
asked so many questions about the
sequenci ng of the master planning
process. In ny experience the plan
cones, then the idea for the project
conmes and then you nove forward.

And this kind of seens a little bit
a cart before the horse.

But I'"'mgoing to get to
my question, M. Chair. It's going
to be quick.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  |'m
sorry. But can we be very, very
qui ck because you just used your
whole tinme right there.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Yes.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: And |
have to | et Council menber Bass offer
a response, but then we have to nove
on, right.

Counci | renber Bass,
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pl ease.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: And |
certainly understand what you're
saying. But at the sane tine if we
are going to, you know, we're
constantly accused of not |istening
to the people and to not ask them
this very inportant question, again
it's irresponsible not to at |east
ask for folks to cone and to expound
upon what is their vision for that
community, and really because the
Gallery is located in such a --
well, the Gallery. 1'mback to
that. But the location of what
woul d be the 76 Place is in such a
central location, cityw de fol ks
shoul d be able to weigh in and say
this could be a vision for 1t, that
could be a vision for it, these are
i deas that people want to bring to
the table and there's nothing wong
with us as nenbers saying to them

want to hear what you have to say.

Page 73

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Isn't that what we are
al ways saying that we are all about,
listening to the people. And if we
don't listen to the people now, when
are we going to start. And so, |
just want to put that out.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you. They've been doing a | ot
of weighing in, but I'lIl nove to ny
questi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Ckay.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

M . Rhoads, you acknow edged earlier
that the projections we had for the
original Fashion District TIF fel
somewhat short of the actual

outcone. So given that econonic
conditions are always going to be
variable and it's inpossible to
predict the future, what kind of
safeguards can we build into future
tax incentives around projects
including this arena project to make

sure we're not giving away public
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resources to projects that m ss
their benchmar ks?

I n other words, what kind
of cl awbacks m ght we inplenent as
we nove forward with these big
projects that often tinme include big
I ncentives?

MR, RHOADS: Thank you.
That's a great question. And the
way i n which Philadel phia has used
Tax Increment Financing in specific
effectively is self-enforcing, and a
| ot of jurisdictions across the
country, counties or cities,
guarantee the tax revenues. So to
the extent the tax revenues are
short, they have to make up the
difference, in which case you' d get
i nto your question of the notion of
a cl awback.

Phi | adel phi a has never
done that. W as a matter of policy
offer up the tax revenues that are

gener at ed, whatever they m ght be,
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whet her they're what we esti nated,
whet her they're higher or whether
they're lower, to the devel oper to
repay the portion of the debt taken
out.

|f the tax revenues are
| ower, then the devel oper receives
| ess noney. They are effectively
t he one who guarantee and backstop
that debt. So to the extent that
the tax revenues are insufficient to
cover the debt, they have to
guarantee it. So we effectively
have in -- |I'll call it the
Phi | adel phi a nodel, a self-
enforci ng cl awback of the Tax
I ncrement Financing. And | would
offer to say that we've been well -
served in that respect.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Chai r
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recogni zes Counci |l nenber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Chair.

Two questions: One, |
wanted to clarify sonething
Counci | menber Lozada asked about the
School District incone that would
cone fromthe taxes for the Schoo
District. You said if we build it,
it would be 43 mllion a year -- |
think | have it backwards.

No build, 43 mllion;
build, 48 mllion, right. So 6
mllion additional dollars per year
if we buildit, right?

MR, RHOADS: Correct.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  And
then you said over a 30-year termit
woul d be 153 million total realized
for the School District.

MR, RHOADS: Correct.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  But
6 mllion times 30 years is 180

mllion. Were did you cone up with
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the 153 mllion nunber?

MR. RHOADS: The $153
mllionis in the detailed
projections, soit's literally going
tax-by-tax. So the taxes that
benefit the School District are its
portion of the PILOI, $2.8 million a
year, the U& ) tax and the Liquor-by-
the-Drink tax are the three taxes
that primarily benefit the School
District. Those were projected
t hrough the 30-year operations of
the arena. And that totals to that
$153 mllion.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
kay. And one | ast sneaky question
to put in. |If the TIFis in effect
until 2035, is there a renewal
clause in the agreenent that it
woul d renew and how coul d we
guarantee that it's not renewed or
only renewed, if needed?

MR. RHOADS: The state

| egi sl ature took care of that for
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you. So the Pennsylvania TIF
statute does not provide for
renewals. It really is intended to
be a one-shot deal for up to 20
years in order to encourage
reinvestnent in a blighted or
underutilized property. So that
will not be renewed.

COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU
Gkay. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you. Thank you again for our first
panel . Sabrina, congratul ations
agai n on behalf of nenbers of City
Council and we | ook forward to
continuing to work with you to --
okay. [|'msorry.

Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Just one nore quick question.
So you said the 43 versus the 48
mllion over the lifespan. Is that

43 and that additional 6, does that
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I ncl ude the other taxes that you've
come up with, this final nunber. So
does that include the U&D, the

Li quor - by-the-Drink, the current
stuff like that that go to the
School District as well?

MR RHOADS: Yes, I'm
sorry. | mssed the beginning part
of your question, but the taxes for
the School District and for the Cty
I ncl ude projections of all of the
I ndi vi dual taxes.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Yeabh.
But we just want the School District
portion of it, right, because to ny
col | eague' s point she did 48 tines
30 or whatever and it wasn't that
nunber that you said. But you've
i ncluded in your final nunber that 6
mllion tines the 30. You've
i ncl uded the anticipated U&QO,

Li quor - by-the-Drink, et cetera.

Did we account for the

current U&O, Liquor-by-the-Drink for
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the next 30 years if it currently
stands as is? |Is that included in
your projection as well so we get an
accurate conparison of the two?

MR, RHOADS: | hear you.
Thank you. So the first set of
nunbers through 2035 is a net of
what the Cty or School District

woul d have recei ved anyway. So

that's $6 mllion -- the notion that
the Gty -- | apologize. The Schoo
District would receive $43 nmillion

if we did nothing. That's the
projection through 2035. If we nove
forward, it could be expected to
receive 48 mllion. So that $6
mllion is the net through 2035.
Then the $153 million is if you

extend that out through the full 30

years.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And

that additional -- so that 153

mllion will be extended over the 30

years. So we will only be including
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let's say an additional 30 years, we
just times that 43 by 30, and that's
all we would get? W would not get
any additional revenue for that
particul ar 30-year period? W would
not see an increase in U&O, we woul d
not see an increase in Liquor-by-
t he-Drink, we would not see an
i ncrease in those other taxes that
go to the School District as well?

MR, RHOADS: The PILOT
agreenent and the U&O paynent are
agreenents, so those are schedul ed
with escalators. All of the other
taxes related to the activity, the
amusenent tax coming to the city of
Phi | adel phia related to tickets, the
Li quor - by-the-Drink tax, the
beverage tax, all of those are based
on volunmes. All of those
assunptions are in here.

Those will be -- we have
in here what we think are reasonabl e

conservative assunptions. The
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actuality could be higher. The
actuality could be | ower, but those
are our assunpti ons.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Yeah,
but without -- so you' re making
those assunptions. But wthout it,
are there assunptions being made
that the growth will be stagnant in
t hose taxes or can we assune those
other taxes will increase as well
over the next 30 years?

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Chair
recogni zes Counci |l menber Squilla for
a point of information and then
unfortunately, colleagues, we got to
wap up this panel. 1'Il let you
finish your line of questioning.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  For
the current Gallery now, so what
he's saying is those projections,
are you projecting those nunbers for
the current Gallery to conpare that
to the projections of the arena?

MR. RHOADS: So for the
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Gallery we projected out, we have
the current information. That got
projected out as is. Yes, |I'm
sorry.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. Yeah, |'m good. Thank you.
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you. Thank you all. And as | was
saying earlier, Sabrina,
congratul ati ons on behalf of the
nmenbers of the City Council. W
| ook forward to working with you.
M. Cderk, will you
pl ease call the next panel for
today' s heari ng.
THE CLERK: M. M ke
Carroll, Mnaging Director for
Transportation and Infrastructure.
(Wtness approached
Wtness table.)
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
M. Carroll, good norning, sir. How
are you? Thank you for being here

today. Please state your nanme for
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the record and you may proceed with
your testinony.

MR, CARROLL: Again, |I'm
M ke Carroll, the Deputy Managi ng
Director for the Ofice of
Transportation and Infrastructure
Systens. Good norning, everyone.
Counci | President, Council nenber
Thomas and nmenbers of the Committee
of the Whole, ny nane is M chael
Carroll and I amthe Deputy Mnhagi ng
Director for the Ofice of
Transportation and Infrastructure
Systens, which we call OIlS.

|"mhere to testify on
Bill No. 240 --

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
M. Carroll, | apologize. You're
probably a little taller than the
person before. Can you just start
all over. State your nane for the
record and begin with your
testinony. W apol ogi ze.

MR. CARROLL: Ckay. Good
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norning. M nane is M chael
Carroll. | amthe Deputy Managi ng
Director of the Ofice of
Transportation and Infrastructure
Systens al so known as OTIS. |I'm
here to testify on Bill No. 240964
to organize an authority to be known
as the Arena Services District
extendi ng from Spring Garden Street
to South Street and from Broad
Street to 8th Street as anended.

As Mayor Cherelle L.
Parker stated in her decision to
support the arena proposal, the
corridor along Market Street has
been under stress for decades and
this project supports the Mayor's
vision to turn that around by
bringing investnent and activity to
the street and catalyzing vitality
that can bring benefits to the
entire city.

The Parker Adm nistration

does acknow edge that many conmunity
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concerns around the arena project
are substantive and legitimate. At
the sanme tinme, Mayor Parker asserts
that the chall enges associated with
bui | di ng and operating the 76 Pl ace
arena be put in perspective and that
the Adm nistration and the
proponents of this project should be
gi ven the opportunity to address

t hose concerns in good faith.

We recognize this wll
require a group effort. That neans
buil ding institutions that are not
only guided by community voices but
al so i nclude comunity
representation in directing
resources and in holding the project
accountable. Therefore, as the
Adm ni stration has cone to
appreci ate the range of insightful
questions raised by Gty Counci
over the past few nonths, we are
al so grateful for thoughtful ideas

t hat have energed from our
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di scussi ons.

Wth that in mnd, we
strongly support Bill No. 240964
I ntroduced by Council menber Squill a.
Based on feedback obtai ned through
the public engagenent, we believe
this area spans the potentially
i npacted parts of Market Street
corridor, Chinatown, Washi ngton
Square West and M dtown Vill age.

This bill is an
auspi ci ous step towards tackling
comuni ty concerns and pronoting
both quality of life and a wel com ng
busi ness environnent in the context
of construction and operation of the
arena. Formally establishing an
Arena Services District Authority
wi |l have a direct benefit in
advocating for the interests of
nei ghbors and busi nesses when
routing issues to accountable public
agencies as well as to the

devel opers.
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In this respect, the
Authority fills the need for a
si ngl e conveni ng and coordi nati ng
body that is exclusively focused on
t he needs of the existing
communities. Furthernore, the
Adm ni stration agrees with the
bill's authors that the Arena
Services District be funded through
the Comunity Benefits Agreenent.
This will allow the Authority to
directly fund services and
i nprovenents within the district
boundari es.

In that fashion, a
conpl ete nechanismis created to
take the nost neani ngful feedback we
have heard from both supporters and
opponents of this project and then
to turn that into focus plans.
Moreover, this ensures that such
pl ans are kept up-to-date and
translated into sustained action.

Wil e one can anti ci pate,
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services wll focus on cleaning and
greening as well as pronoting safety
and security. The Adm nistration
sees real wisdomin the approach
taken in crafting this bill
specifically that the services
undertaken by the authorities should
be determ ned by the nenbers of the
comuni ties and then nenorialized in
a formal Authority Services Pl an.

This process will be
transparent and it will involve
engagenent culmnating in a public
hearing process and it will require
approval by Cty Council. The need
to center all this work on the
community is why the conposition of
the board is so inportant.

The Adm nistration
supports an anmendnent to this bill
to establish a seven-nenber board
that will include no |l ess than four
menbers who |ive or work within the

di strict boundaries and have no
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other conflicting affiliations. The
Aut hority necessarily wll play an

i nportant role in managi ng the

I npacts of parking and traffic as
wel | .

The Admi nistration
strongly supports the designation of
a Traffic Oversight Committee under
the Authority that will include
representatives of the Registered
Communi ty Organi zati ons, busi nesses
and City Council to ensure a tight
f eedback [ oop for planning and
advocacy.

The commttee will also
convene a range of professionals
representing SEPTA, PATCO and
Adm ni strati on departnents
responsi ble for transportation,
public safety and energency
services, which wll support
pl anning and all ow for direct
managenment of traffic and parKking

concer ns.

Page 91

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

|''mespecially grateful,
as characterized in the bill, for
the Traffic Oversight Commttee
having a clear role to satisfy the
requi rements of the traffic event
managenent plan that wll be
required as a condition of the
permts necessary for the arena
proj ect to advance.

By consolidating this
work within the Arena Services
Aut hority, duplication of roles and
a confusi on anong account abl e
parties wll be avoided. The work
of the Traffic Oversight Commttee
shoul d conmence as soon as the
Aut hority is incorporated by Council
and the nmenbers can be appoi nt ed.
This is because the bill requires
the coomittee to develop plans to
manage the inpacts of denolition and
constructi on.

The committee will then

adopt traffic managenent plans to
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coordi nate transportation activities
in the course of the arena's
operation. Wen the arena is up and
runni ng, we anticipate that the
Oversight Commttee will coordinate
the scheduling of events to mnimze
conflicts and assist in managi ng the
par ki ng denmand as well as the supply
of new par ki ng.

To sunmari ze, we conmend
Counci | renber Squilla and his staff
for authoring this bill, which
reflects thoughtful and thorough
consi deration of the chall enges
i nvol ved in constructively
chal | engi ng public feedback into
ef fective ideas.

As we continue to engage
with Gty Council and with the
public around the proposed arena, we
feel this bill enbodies the best
approach to addressing the specific
concerns ranged around safety and

security, construction and
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transportation inpacts.

We support this bill and
encour age Counci | menbers, comunity
menbers and ot her stakeholders to
get involved in nmaking this approach
a success. Thank you and this
concl udes ny testinony.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you for the testinony.

Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Squilla foll owed by
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Thank you. Thank you, M. Chair.

And t hank you,

M. Carroll, for that testinony. As
we were | ooking through the initial

i ntroduction of the legislation in
the CBA, we really thought it was

I mportant to work with the Mayor's
of fice and Council President to pul
together an Arena District which
this Authority becones and the

anmendnent al so, we've added the
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boundari es down from we heard Wash
West who testified earlier from
Spring Garden. It was stopping at
Pine, and now we'll go down to South
Street fromBroad to 8th. Those
boundari es are basically as
requested by people fromw thin the
comuni ty.

The biggest thing, as you
mentioned, is the creation of the
Transit Oversight Commttee that the
Authority wll be able to review
wi th PennDOT approval. PennDOT wi | |
have to approve any plans that are
set forth. And so, it's inportant
to make sure that as there are three
phases of the plan that you
menti oned during deno, during
construction and then during events
if the arena is built.

The key | think is that
it's going to be reviewed by the
Controller's Ofice. |It's required

to be reviewed by the Controller's
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Ofice to see if we neet those
goals. And then the Authority would
then go back to the conmttee to
nmake sure we have proper changes,
but what we would also like to do,
which in the termsheet whereas if
we do not reach our goals, we've
heard this over and over again, what
happens if you don't reach 40
percent transit, public transit,
what happens if we have gridl ock
there, we would |ike to have a

provi sion where -- right now the

Si xers have agreed to pay first year
of transit passes.

Thi s has not been agreed
on yet. But | nean, as we still
work on our term sheet, as we stil
work on the CBA and | ook to add
additional things, | think it's
i nportant to say, hey, listen,
there's a responsibility for all of
us. |If for sone reason we do not

neet the 40 percent goal for that
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first year and the Controller cones
back and tells us that, then
sonebody has to be accountabl e and
then the Sixers would have to pay or
the Arena fol ks have to pay anot her
year of transit tickets and every
year after until you reach that
goal .

There has to be sone type
of provision in here where we are
hel d accountable as a City and as
t he devel oper to nake sure that
happens. Again, that is not part of
the termsheet at this point. W
want to make that part of the term
sheet. There has to be a provision
in there where there's
accountability.

Pl anning i s al ways great,
but we know that actual activity
sonetimes takes a different track
than a plan. And so, | appreciate
your involvenent in working, the

Adm ni stration and the Mayor's
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of fice for supporting this arena
District. | think it's really
i nportant to give the autonony to
the people who live in the
community, and that's why a majority
of community nenbers was al so
I nportant because they should have a
say on how that noney is being spent
and what resources they think they
need to spend that on as the inpact
on their surrounding comunity.

And it's not us, the
Cty, telling them but they wll
have a plan in place. And the
Muni ci pal Authority is created from
this. Gbviously, if the arena
| egi sl ati on doesn't pass, the
muni ci pal authority will not nove
forward in that case. But just in
case it passes, this Authority wl|
all ow the community to have nore of
a say and the resources to do it.
So t hank you.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
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you, col |l eague.

Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Gaut hi er foll owed by
Counci | mrenber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, M. Chair.

Good nor ni ng.

MR. CARROLL: Good
nor ni ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: |
have sonme questions about traffic
managenent. |'msorry if |I m ssed
some of this in your testinony. The
C vic Design Review Comm ttee asked
76 DevCo to submt an updated
traffic plan. Does the
Adm ni strati on expect that the
Traffic Oversight Commttee wll
provide that plan or is the Traffic
Oversight Comm ttee providing
revisions to the updated 76 DevCo
pl ans? And al so, what kind of power
does the Authority have to enforce

whatever traffic plan is proposed?
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MR CARROLL: Ckay. So
["1l try and break that up. So the
devel opers are responsible for
obtaining the permts that they need
by submtting a traffic inpact
study, and they're working through
finalizing that based on comments
from PennDOT, fromthe City and from
SEPTA. So the public sector sides
conme together and we have conpil ed
questions and conments from
revi sions that we want.

That process is still
under way. PennDOT basically
manages that process and that wl|l
have to be conplete before anything
can proceed. Now, the l|egislation
that we're | ooking at now
contenplates what 1'll call a
traffic managenent plan. That
traffic managenent plan can check
the box in terns of adopting the
Si xers traffic event nanagenent

pl an, which is going to be a

Page 100

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

requi renent of the permts that they
need from PennDOT. So they can
becone one in the sane thing.

The Sixers have to draft
it up. It can be basically
i ncorporated into the work of this
Aut hority and then owned by this
Aut hority fromthat point noving
forward. So that event managenent
plan is going to describe the things
that need to take place when there's
a gane, when there's a concert, how
staff are depl oyed, how we nmanage
the situation, what's closed, what's
open and basically provide the
framework for the details that
happen each ni ght.

The enforcenent of that
then falls on staff that are brought
on board. So we've tal ked about
t hat being sonething that the Sixers
are going to play a role in but also
t he Phil adel phia Police Departnent.
And so, the Phil adel phia Police
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Departnment will coordinate just as
they do in the StadiumD strict that
sort of day of, the preparations
before then and then the shutdown
after events. So they have conplete
authority to control the street, to
manage traffic, to give tickets, to
have people towed, to do what they
need to, to make sure that things
operate snoothly.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you.

Thank you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank
you, col |l eague.

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | menber Lozada fol | owed by
Counci | mrenber Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you. Thank you for being here
this norning. You and others in the
Adm ni strati on have consistently
said that you hear the community's

concerns. Today you said that the
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concerns were substantive and
legitimate. |If you had to choose
the top two nost serious concerns
that you all have heard fromthe
comuni ty, what woul d they be and
how are they being prioritized and
how are they bei ng addressed, right,
because |'ve talked to nultiple

gr oups.

W' ve seen nmultiple
groups cone in here and consistently
the message is different. They are
saying they're not hearing fromthe
Adm ni stration. They're not being
heard. The information that we hear
here is not actually getting on the
ground and into the nei ghborhood.

So what is the Adm nistration doing
to ensure that those concerns are
real ly being addressed by the people
that woul d be inpacted the nost?

MR CARROLL: Ckay. So
just to answer right away, | think

the two things that cone up the nost
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that we really need to think about
are what "Il call quality of life
and then traffic. Gkay. And | also
want to say we hear the concerns.

| think the thing we're
really hopeful for is that we're
talking in terns of the right
perspective, the right nagnitude and
t hen have sone respect for the
ability to manage these situations
and not just be overwhel ned by them
and focused on just the negative
outcones that we're all trying to
work to avoi d.

So if |I wanted to talk
about quality of life, | think the
perception | think is that it's
going to be kind of |Iike a madhouse,
there's going to be a | ot of
security issues, there's going to be
litter all over the place and that
it's going to really dimnish the
feel of the existing nei ghborhoods

when this is up and runni ng.
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And so, that's going to
be an inportant focus of the Arena
Services District to really channel
t hose issues and make sure that,
one, there's plans in place but also
that there's infrastructure in place
in terns of actual investnents and
things like |ighting and caneras,
but al so to nake sure that
institutionally it's seam ess, that
when there's an issue that the
community raises, there's people
that are on the board, there's
peopl e that are on these commttees
that are hearing that directly.
Council will be involved in hearing
that directly, and there's a direct
i ne between those concerns being
rai sed and the people who are
account abl e to go nmanage and t ake
care of those, and there's resources
to take care of those.

W' ve tal ked a | ot about

traffic. | want to be clear | think
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that the traffic situation requires
focus. It requires work. But as |
was saying last night, | think it's
I nportant that people not kind of
get confused with the whol e range of
things that take place around the
stadi um conplex with what's actually
likely to happen here.

So if you think about an
Eagl es game, it's about 70,000
peopl e who are in the stadi um
There's tailgating in basically
every lot that's avail abl e adj acent
to Lincoln Financial Field. That's
like four or five tinmes the
magni t ude of what we're tal king
about in this location around 76
Place. There's no parking lots here
so there's not that sort of
tailgating feel you're going to
have.

It's going to be
contained in the building and the

uni formed police, other staff are
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going to nmake sure that that's al
within the building and then the
flows out of the building and into
the building are managed. The
traffic situation does require sone
i nvestnent and attention. But in
general, that perspective is

i nportant for people to understand.

And that's what we're
here to do is to nmake sure when we
convene this Authority we have the
board they can communi cate both ways
to make sure people have both a
channel for their feedback, things
we haven't heard even yet, but al so
that there's sone body that's
enpowered to generate the ideas to
make sure that the work has taken
pl ace to manage t hat.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  But
what are you all doing to
specifically get the information to
those that are on the -- what are

you all doing to specifically get
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the information to those that are on
the ground, right? And | say this
because |'ve experienced, right, in
the 7th when we have | egislation or
policy that sonme folks don't agree
with, we get roons full of folks
that are maki ng so nmuch noi se that
those who are inpacted the nost
don't have a voice.

And so, what are you al
doing to really get the information
to those that are right there that
are going to be inpacted? Wen all
of these people go away and this
arena is there or the changes nade
to that specific neighborhood are
made, those are the folks that are
going to be inpacted. They stay
behi nd. \What are we doing very
specifically to knock on their doors
and make sure that they are heard,
that we're hearing then?

MR, CARROLL: Ckay.

Well, | nmean | ook forward to the
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Mayor's town hall going to the 7th
District hearing directly from
people. Those |ines of
conmuni cation are not going to close
when the arena is being denolished
or constructed or when it's in
oper ati on.

| think there's certainly
an opportunity for us to keep
working with Council. So as |
menti oned, Council will be invol ved
inthis Traffic Oversight Commttee
and there's an opportunity for folks
who have perspective outside of the
district to be represented in the
board as well. And so, | think the
fact is that we do rely on the
systens the City has in place to
channel those conplaints on an
ongoi ng basi s under routine
ci rcunstances still being in effect,
and they're not being like a wall
bet ween resi dent/community feedback

concerns and what this body is
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doing. Instead it should be fluid.
That stuff should conme into this
body. It will be independent
effectively fromthe Adm nistration
al t hough both the Mayor will have
appointing authority and Gty
Council wi Il have approval authority
in that process. But it's not going
to close off that conversation as

t hi ngs nove forward.

But | really want to
reiterate the fact that this has to
be a living process. | don't think
it's going to work for us to assune
we know everything now and then wal k
away and just assunme it's going to
keep working. It has to keep goi ng.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank
you, coll eague.

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | renber Ahnad fol | onwed by

Counci | menber Young.
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COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD

Thank you, Chair.

Good norning. | think
it's still nmorning. Thank you for
your testinony. In your testinony

you said the conposition of the
board for this new body will have no
nore than four nenbers who live or
work within the district boundaries
and have no other conflicting
affiliations. Could you el aborate
on what that neans?

MR. CARROLL: Yeah. So
no fewer than four, just to be
clear. And then what woul d be
conflicting is, for exanple,
sonmebody who lived in the district
and worked for the Mayor's office or
lived work for the --

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Wrked for, sorry, who?

MR. CARROLL: Worked for
the Mayor's office or lived in the

district and worked for the Sixers
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or one of the concessionaires in 76
Pl ace because we don't want people
ki nd of advocating for other
Interests aside fromthose which are
really the core interests of the
exi sting conmunities today in the
ar ea.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  And
will it include people who have
busi nesses there but don't actually
live there?

MR CARRCLL: Yeah,
that's the objective. And then
certainly when we're tal ki ng about
the Traffic Oversight Committee
their specifically focused on the
busi nesses because that's where a
l ot of the existing traffic, parking
I ssues are going to be focused.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  And
| noticed -- are parking | ot owners
going to be included in this body?

MR CARROLL: | can't

answer that. | think that has to be
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del i berated. You could nake the
case that parking | ot owners bring a
certain anount of expertise to what
the issues are today. They
certainly are going to be invested
in the outcones of how this all
works so there's certainly a case to
i nclude them but | woul dn't

precl ude future conversation or

del i berati on about that.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  And
in terns of you will potentially
even think of new parking lot, this
will be fromthe Traffic Oversight
Commttee, right, in considering new
addi ti onal parking. | just wanted
to know how the current parking
which is kind of inside in
Chi natown, right, how is that going
to accommpdat e gane nights, the
regular traffic who cone to
Chi natown and this additional, do we
have capacity for that and are you

t hi nki ng of new parking | ots that
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could be specifically targeted for
arena visitors that you thread t hem
t hrough Chinatown on like a flash or
a sonething or they walk, that would
not ness up the parking lots that
are used to service the current
visitors and peopl e in Chi nat own?
MR. CARROLL: Yeah. So
the existing capacity is sufficient,
abundant for both the existing use
and from our analysis the events
from76 Place. W still feel |ike
we' ve heard fromfol ks in Chinatown
that there's need for nore. And so,
fromthe beginning there was a
comm tnent nade to do sone anal ysis
so we'll be working with the
Phi | adel phi a Parking Authority to
eval uate what that demand is. And
sonetinmes it's not so nmuch an issue
of creating conpletely new parking
capacity, but it has to do with how
you nmanage the parking capacity that

you al ready have.
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So it's possible for
within a lot or a garage there to be
sonme parking that's set aside for
specific users. And so, use of that
m ght be through validation or they
m ght have a daily or weekly or
nont hly pass. And so, you have to
kind of get into the weeds a little
bit to understand how, first,
specific corridors or businesses or
users that can be divided up.

It does require, when
we' re not tal king about the PPA,
conversations with private
st akehol ders who own the garages
simlar to your previous question.
So it's not a straightforward task
wi t hout actually doing the work and
finding out how those things match
up.

Your idea about having
sonme sort of a service is certainly
one that we're willing to explore.

That's cone up before and it's
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sonet hing that we would want to
engage with the private sector to
figure out howto run a service like
t hat .

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  And
this speaks to the inprovenent of
pat hways within Chinatown itself in
order to facilitate peopl e wal ki ng
t hrough and ki nd of enjoying
Chinatown itself. One of the
concerns that businesses have
brought up to ne have been the
timng of the ganmes are right when
there's dinnertinme in Chinatown
itself, which they make their
maxi rum dol l ars at that tinme, and
t hese people not necessarily going
to be eating there. They're just
going to be clogging up the space so
their normal custoners will not be
able to park or cone or eat. So |
just want to know how we are
thinking of that to mtigate that.

MR. CARROLL: So there's
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a couple things there. So when
we're | ooking at the way that the
pre-event period flows, you're not
going to see a crush of people who
are coming fromall over to get
there so they can be there right at
7:00 p.m It tends to trickle in.

And so, in ny opinion
you're not going to see a bhig
di stinction between normal PM rush
hour traffic, which is sort of
headi ng out, and then a few hundred
an hour that cone in. And then as
it gets alittle bit later, you'l
find that there's nore people who
are kind of either here already
because they work here and they're
going to a gane or they were doing
sonething el se and then they're
going to wal k --

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: Do
we have any data around this
reflection that we know the patterns

and - -
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MR, CARROLL: So when we
| ook at both the current arena how
peopl e get there, you see between
about 5:45 and 7:00 p.m there's a
curve that sort of goes up as people
wal k in the door. Wen you | ook at
t he ot her arena spaces and we | ooked
at about roughly 20 different, it's
a simlar pattern. There's nuch
nore conpression in the exit. And
when you talk to fol ks who work in
the Stadium District for any event,
that's where the real nanagenent
needs to take place. That's when
everybody is kind of all noving at
the sanme tinme, not before the gane.

It's not to say that
there won't be issues, but we think
the natural sort of dispersion of
par ki ng around this area, the fact
that we're bringing people in from
the places they already live to go
to Wlls Fargo, you're going to find

a lot of people that are com ng from
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the west, fromthe western suburbs,
there's going to be a | ot of people
com ng across the bridge, so
basically comng fromthe east and
t he west.

And the parking that's
avai |l abl e east of 76 Place where
t hrough apps, through vari abl e
nessage signs, we're going to try
and direct the people fromthe east
to go and the parking that's to the
west is we're going to try and
di rect people fromthe west to go.
And so, Chinatown being set to the
north it's not as if nobody is going
to park there, but it's nore likely
going to be people who want to go to
Chi nat owmn anyway and then kind of
link that trip to Chinatown with
their visit to the event that
they're trying to go to.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  And
the reason | ask this because |

think in Councilman Squilla's bill
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there's a limtation of thinking how
tolimt how | ong people are parking
in the spot. |Is that part of
this --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Street parking?

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Yeah.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Point of information. Yes, working
wi th the PPA during event days there
will be no allowance of renew ng
street parking, neter parking. |If
it's only two-hour parking, if it's
only one-hour parking, that's al
you could do. You can't go park on
the street, go into the event. You
woul d have to cone out of the event,
put noney in the neter if you want
it and then go back. You woul dn't
be able to renew that. So that
woul d be held for the businesses in
the community, not people going to

t he event.
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COUNCI LMOVAN AHVAD:  But
it mght also catch people who are
there for a long dinner and then go
to karaoke --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: W
mentioned that to sone of the
busi nesses there in the Chinatown
community. And they said, well, if
they' re having dinner, we would | et
them know that if they do have it,
they have to go out to their car and
pay a neter or go to one of the
| ocal lots. And we're working on --
we don't have it worked out at this
poi nt, but we're working on a

val i dation for parking for people

vi siting.
COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |
mean, the devil is in the details.
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Absol utely.
COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  And
parking is always the devil in the
detail s.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Par ki ng has been an issue since |'ve
been born here.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |
mean, if we can crack this nut, this
can be useful everywhere.

MR. CARROLL: Yeah. And
again, | think it really is
i mportant for us to have a good
plan, a well-researched plan and
then be ninble to address the things
that cone up. In ny opinion, a
three-hour restriction is going to
work pretty well, especially if
you' re parking in Chinatown. That
wal k to the arena and during -- and
during, hopefully they start
Wi nning, right, sitting and enjoying
an event and then wal ki ng back is
going to be nore than three hours.

And so, we're not just
going to leave it to chance though.
W' re going to step up the presence

of parking enforcenment officers
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during the events. And so, there's
not going to be this slack that
soneti nes people think they can get
away wth or they can cheat for 30
m nutes or sonething like that. W
all understand that when there's
events going on we all have to bring
our A gane in terns of enforcing
what's going on the street.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Right. Well, thank you. | just
wanted to make sure that the option
for this new parking | ot dedicated
for arena people, however that can
transpire. And the passage through
Chi natown for those fol ks on foot or
sonme ot her nethod woul d hopefully
enhance nore participation in the
econony in Chinatown. So pl ease
keep that in mnd. And | don't know
how we codify this, but these are
the concerns the | ocal people
brought to ne, business owners

brought to ne around the parking
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I Ssue.

MR. CARROLL: Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

So in this anended
agreenent there's a provision that
says that when regarding the folks
who are going to be appointed to
this board that they need to have
their primary residence or principal
pl ace of business within the
boundaries. And just to get sone
clarity to ny col | eagues, our
Suprene Court has defined what
princi pal place of business is.
It's essentially where your books
are kept, your nerve center where
deci si ons are nade.

So | woul d hope that that
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clarity wll provide sone sense to
say that there won't be any
representation fromthe 76ers on
this particular board because their
nerve center is in New Jersey,
right. So | just wanted to put that
out there on the record.

And regarding the
i npl enmentation of the traffic
managenent plan, if -- we're using
the CBA to fund this Authority,
correct? | just wanted to put
that --

MR CARROLL: Yes.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  So the
i npl enmentation of the plan is left
up to the staff and the police. So
does that nmean essentially the
I npl enentation -- so who pays for
the police and the staffing
regarding the inplenentation of the
plan? Wuld that conme out of the
CBA noney or is that additional

noney that the 76ers or the
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devel oper will have to pay to the
Cty?

MR. CARROLL: Based on
the draft event managenent pl an,
whi ch the Sixers and their
consul tant put together, ny
understanding is that they are
payi ng for that outside of the CBA

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Qutside of the CBA. kay. Geat
for that clarity. Thank you for
that. And if the goals of those
approved plans are not net, what are
t he consequences? Essentially what
iIs the recourse of the -- do we just
have to conme up with a new plan or
how are we able to | guess kind of
mtigate that effect?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
According to the anendnents, we have
the review by the Controller's
of fice who would be able then to
review that plan and then do the

actual data-crunching to make sure
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that the plan goals were being
reached. And if not, our goal is to
require -- it would be in the term
sheets, but require the arena fol ks
to be able to continue to provide
transit resources for every

ti cket hol der.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  So
t hank you, Council menber Squilla. |
appreciate that. So woul d that
i ncl ude then |I guess nore noney for
traffic managenent to say we need
addi tional police officers or we
need additional staffing, additional
public safety officers to actually
manage that plan agai n outside of
t he CBA?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: At
this point, no. It would be that
the plan woul d have to be adjusted
to whatever we saw as the failures,
and then we would have to adjust it.
It could be as sinple as there was a

one roadway that was not being
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cleared and traffic was not being
able to flow up that street.

It could be naybe we
didn't have enough trains at one
| ocati on and we need to put nore
trains there. So |'mnot sure how
you put a cost associated with that.
But right now our thinking was that
we woul d continue to provide and
I ncentivize public transit so that
the goal -- | think the only neasure
that we have right nowis 40 percent
public transit, which the study
showed that we would need to have in
order for the arena to be successfu
and not negatively inpact the
surroundi ng conmuni ties.

MR, CARROLL: So | would
just comment if | may.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yes.

MR CARROLL: Just two
things I want to focus on. And one

is these goals that are |laid out now
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are inportant benchmarks for us.
It's sort of the foundation for the
wor k, but the proof is in the
puddi ng when we see what's
happeni ng, when we see how well it's
wor ki ng, when we're getting
conpl ai nts from peopl e and managi ng
t hose conplaints. And so, with that
in mnd ny experience is that, you
know, better coordination, nore
careful depl oynent of resources,
communi cati on sol ves the
overwhel m ng majority of the issues
t hat we see.

And so, fromthat respect
the way this Arena Services District
IS organi zed so that, like | said
there's a tight feedback |oop, I'm
feeling confident that many of the
board nmenbers are going to be
passing their cell phone nunbers out
to a lot of people who Iive and work
in this area, we're going to react

fairly quickly.
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And if we find for sone
reason fromthe Controller's report
that that's not working, like I'm
saying, | expect sone inprovenents
in the way that people are
coordinating is going to address a
| ot of that right out of the bat
before we're kind of adding nore to
it in ternms of resources.

Now, with respect to
police that's a police depl oynent
deci si on which the police depart nent
will control and they will make sure
that they've got adequate resources
so that this area functions the way
that it shoul d.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | have a point of
i nformati on before calling the next
speaker, next nenber.

So in South Phil adel phi a,
we tal k about the Phil adel phia
Police Departnent. Does the sports

stadi umteans pay for the actua
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officers during gane tines? |It's
|ike a protected community. Wen
you go to a ganme, certain blocks you
can go down because there's police
officers that are there nanagi ng
traffic flowng in and out of the
area during gane tine at Packer

Par k.

MR CARROLL: | can't
speak to the specific nechani sm
nmyself. But, yes, ny understandi ng
Is that those resources cone from
outside of the Cty.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: So for the record, the
police coverage in a certain area in
Packer Park cones from outside
funding, not the City budget. Wuld
that be the sanme case with this
particul ar project downtown?

MR, CARROLL: That's ny
expect ati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Ckay.
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber JimHarrity.
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Thank you, Council President. |
j ust have one qui ck question.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: M. Harrity, could you
speak into the m crophone so the
st enogr apher can hear you pl ease.
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Yes,
Counci | President.
| just have one quick
question. The Traffic Commttee, is
PPA going to be serving on that
conmmttee or they're going to be
i nvol ved, because for nme | would
think that they should have sone
kind of say in there since they'l]|
be doing nost of the enforcenent?
MR. CARROLL: | don't see
that in the |atest round of
amendnents, but | feel like the
Adm ni strati on woul d support addi ng

PPA.
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COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Yeah. | think that just for
i nformati onal purposes they should
have sonebody in the roomif we're
tal king traffic because again
they're the ones that wll nost
likely be enforcing it.

MR, CARROLL: Well, they
certainly will be enforcing.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Exactly. So just throwng it out
there and naybe we can | ook at that
when tal king to Council man Squill a.
Thank you. Good enough.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

Counci | nenber Rue Landau
and t hen Counci | menber Brooks, and
the next we're going to have the
next panel.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
kay. Thank you, Chair.

Thank you, M. Carroll.

Appreci ate you being here. You were
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maki ng a distinction between an
Eagl es ganme that has 70, 000
attendees versus a Sixers arena that
wi |l have 18,000. Have we ever had
a situation where 18,000 people are
being released into a Center Gty
area at the same tine?

MR CARROLL: So | can't
speak fromdata, but | would say
that there's a ot of events that
take place in the Convention Center
that are that order of magnitude.
Not that they all release at the
sanme tinme, but simlarly they are
goi ng to have people who are
basi cal |y pedestrians at the
Convention Center dispersed to
public transit, dispersed to parking
garages and then cone and go.

And just for nore
perspective on that, within Center
Cty there's 200,000 people who live
here, about 280, 000 peopl e who work

here and every day there's a | ot of
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travel that's going on which is
really focused in these sane set of
bl ocks, so we're tal ki ng about naybe
5 percent, 10 percent of that which
is in the evening, later in the
eveni ng around 9:30, 10:00 are going
to be out on the street. It needs
to be managed. It's not nothing,
but the network is abundantly |arge
enough in order to handl e those
types of flows if it's managed
correctly.

COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU
kay. | think it's an inportant
di stinction to make, including you
said that nost of the Sixers fans
now are goi ng between 5:45 to 7:00
down to the arena District -- |
mean, down to the Stadium Di strict.
That place down there is |ike a food
desert. So if you wanted to go and
get sonething to eat before you're
sitting down, | think there is a

| arger period of tinme then what wll
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happen with the incomng and the
out goi ng, the dissension of folks
who are going to the district, |
think it's extrenely inportant that
we keep this in mnd.
MR. CARROLL: Yeah.
COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:

Second question: | know that --
|'ve got three, I"'mgoing to rattle
themoff fast -- the staff and

teans, they're going to be parking
underneath the building; is that
right?
MR. CARROLL: Yeah.
COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: On
Arch Street near 8th, there is an
entrance to the underground parKking

lot. Who is using that?

MR. CARROLL: |[|'ve seen a
proposal to that. | think the
design is still being finalized. W

understanding is like you say it is
staff. There nay be sonme VIP

par ki ng down there. The teans
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specifically wll have access to
that as | understand.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
When visiting teans and concerts and
their entourage cone in those |arge
buses, we call themtour buses,
where wll they park to |let off al
of their people in the bus and the
equi prent and then where will they
park, where will they remain after
t hat ?

MR. CARROLL: | expect
all of that to be within the
footprint of the building. And so,
where that access point is | would
suspect it's along the stricken
right-of-way of Filbert Street, but
we'll need to see nore detail as the
proposal devel ops.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
Now, we get a |lot of we got to see
nore details --

MR CARROLL: Well,

think the main thing is it's not on
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street -- they're not going to pul
onto Market Street and | et people
out. That's not sonething that we

would permt. So it's not going to

be on 11th Street. It's not going
to be on 10th Street. It's a
process of elimnation. It's

probably going to be on Fil bert
Street, but that point of access
needs to be designed.

And so, where that point
of access is | think we'll have to
see what they conme back with. But
my understanding is that that
under ground portion would be from
t hat right-of -way.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:

Okay. Third question, just to
clarify, you believe in the arena
District that the police overtine
for traffic will not be paid for out
of the Gty's CGeneral Fund; is that
right?

MR. CARROLL: | read what
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| thought was plain English in the
draft of the traffic event
managenent plan that the Sixers wll
be responsible for staffing police
and ot her personnel both at the
arena and at | ocations in the area
that m ght be affected by traffic

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Even when it's not a Sixers gane and
when it's a concert or another
event ?

MR CARROLL: So |I'm
using the term Si xers broadly. The
ArenaCo | think is the noniker
they're using now. That woul d be
their responsibility.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
kay. We'd love to get clarity on
t hat .

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Yeah, we're going to get

clarity onit. And | would think
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the sane contribution that they
woul d provide in South Philadel phi a,
in the event that this nove forward
if they're not there, that sane
percentage that they're paying |
think would shift to a different
area, but we have to get clarity for
it. But | would think commbn sense
woul d say | was paying it before |
would still pay in the future but
not just at the sane | ocation.

The Chair recognizes the
M nority Leader Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

And |' m guessing you're
the right person for this question
this time. So the |ast tinme nenbers
of the Adm nistration and the Sixers
have testified, they both said that
they' |l be open to further
negoti ati ons around the CBA? Has
there been any proposed changes

di fferent from Council menber
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Squilla's bill today to the CBA?

MR CARROLL: | can't
speak to any changes. |'mnot aware
of changes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  So
the vote today, does that elimnate
conversations around any changes to
t he CBA?

MR. CARROLL: | don't see
why it would. It really is just
Counci| assum ng the authority to
I ncorporate an Arena Services
District.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  So
conversations around the CBA or
i nprovenents to that is still open?

MR, CARROLL: | would say
S0, yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:

Ckay. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

At this tinme | want to

t hank you, M chael Carroll, for your
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testi nony.

MR. CARROLL: Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: M. Christmas, please cal
t he next panel.

THE CLERK: Bill
McKi nney, Walette Carter, M chael
Cai ne, Jeffrey Doshna, please cone
forward. Bill MKinney, Walette
Carter, Mchael Caine and Jeffrey
Doshna.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

Pl ease begi n your testinony.

M5. WLSON:. So I'm here
in place of Walette Carter. M nane
Is Kinberly Wlson. Good norning.
| ama Grls' H gh graduate, 250.
I"'malso the President of the Hill
Freeman Worl d Acadeny Hone and
School Associ ation and the Vice-

presi dent of Menbership and
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Engagenent for the School District
of Phil adel phia's Hone and School
Counci | .

As a North Philly
resident, | want to thank ny
Counci | man Jay Young for not rushing
to a decision on the proposed Sixers
arena and for asking questions that
al | Phil adel phi ans have ri ght now.
| cone to you with a deep concern
for the future of our students, our
school s and our comrunities in
Phi | adel phi a.

In ny role | visit
school s all across Phil adel phi a
rem nding famlies that they have a
voi ce. PHSC reps have been in close
to a dozen schools already this year
hel pi ng parents organi ze and talk
t hrough solutions to problens no one
shoul d have to deal wth.

|"ve worked with HSA to
address issues |ike broken boilers

that | eave kids in freezing
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cl assroons Wt hout heat, cafeterias
wi t h paint chipping on walls,
mssing ceiling tiles in classroons
and common spaces, schools with
broken accessibility ranps and
bat hr oons and pl aygrounds that have
not been upgraded since | graduated
from hi gh school al nost 20 years
ago.

Every day teachers and
students in the city go to rundown
school buildings and ask why this
city isn't paying attention to how a
new generation i s being educat ed.
Famlies talk to HSA | eaders about
their fears of howthis wll inpact
SEPTA and those who rely on public
transportation. SEPTA is struggling
to nmeet current demand and has
testified that it will not be able
to accommpdate the additional
traffic generated by the arena
wi t hout reducing services on other

critical routes.
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The buses, trains and
trolleys that many of our students
rely on to get to school could be
cut or rerouted to nake space for
arena-goers and this is sinply
unacceptable. Famlies are worried
about school closings and shrinking
budgets. There are questions about
the tax breaks the Sixers arena wil |
get while honmeowners |ike ne see
property taxes ri se.

We cannot build
schools -- we cannot build great
school s solely off of the backs of
residents while the biggest
devel opers go tax-free. The Sixers
and every developer in the city
shoul d be helping to build every
school to ensure Phil adel phi a has
heal t hy, safe, accessible and well -
equi pped spaces for our students
where our students can |earn and
thrive.

In closing, what we need
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is for you to sl ow down this
process, think carefully about the
|l ong-termeffects of this proposal
because as a city, we should be
prioritizing our children's future
and not prioritizing a new
entertai nnent venue. The prom se of
econom ¢ revitalization around the
arena is far from guaranteed and
this arena project is not for our
children, our students or their
famlies. They deserve equity and
fairness, not enpty prom ses from
billionaire investors, and we as a
city need to show that we are
willing to make the right choice for
them now and for generations to
come. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record. Please begin, sir.

PASTOR CAINE: My nane is

M chael Cai ne. |"mthe Pastor at
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Ad First Refornmed United Church of
Christ at 4th and Race in Ad Gty
and | al so serve as the Board
Co-chair with | mam Abdul Hassan of
PONER Interfaith. 1It's good to be
here today.

POXER i s Pennsylvania's
| ar gest faith-based organi zi ng
effort in Philly. W represent 55
Protestant, Catholic, Jew sh and
Musl i m congregations in 9 out of 10
Councils. I'mtestifying today to
oppose Bill 240964 which creates the
Arena Services District.

PONER is 1 of 21
affiliates of Power Switch Action, a
nati onal network of | ocal
organi zations, working to realize
mul ti-racial denocracy in our
cities. Power Switch Action,
formerly known as the Partnership
for Working Fam lies, is the
nation's | eadi ng organi zati on on

community benefits agreenents, CBAs.
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They' ve pioneered the
concept of CBAs in the early 2000s.
They' ve represented comuni ty-based
coalitions for over two decades in
negoti ati ng CBAs and they' ve
aut hori zed sem nal gui dance and
served as consulting experts for
organi zations and entities on
governnent at every | evel.

Power Switch Action has
prepared for POXER Interfaith the
follow ng testinony on the proposed
76 CBA. There's three points only:
First, the nonetary val ue of the
Community Benefits Agreenent falls
woeful ly short of that of other
maj or sports venues CBAs.

Just at the level of the
total dollar value, the CBA provides
an alleged 50 mllion in
contributions, only half of which
are directed to the project's
i mpacts. In contrast, the comrunity

benefit plan for the LA dippers new
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arena provided 100 mllion in
community benefits and the CBA for

t he Nashville MS Soccer Stadi um was
val ued at over 75 mllion.

In addition, conpared to
other CBAs the distributions are
spread out over such a |length of
time and required to cover such a
broad range of significant inpacts
that the actual effect of many of
the expenditures will |ikely be
negligible. For exanple, $3 mllion
in total expenditures we've been --
sure. 3 mllion in total
expendi tures over 20-plus year term
for traffic inpacts. W' ve been
tal king about them Simlar, 3
mllion in total expenditures over
20-plus year term for housing.

A second problemw th the
76 Pl ace proposal is it does nothing
to ensure that all of the prom sed
non-construction jobs will be good

jobs. And finally, it's critical to

Page 149

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

poi nt out that the Mayor's proposal
has co-opted the CBA concept by
| eavi ng the community out of both
negoti ati on and i npl enentati on.

O her maj or CBAs,
i ncluding for those basket ball
arenas in LA and M| waukee, are
either directly negotiated and
enforced by community-based
coalitions, are overseen by
conm ssions or commttees consisting
entirely of community
representatives or both.

POVNER Interfaith inplores
Cty Council to negotiate a rea
community benefits agreenent before
passing this |egislation, a CBA
that's reflective of other major
CBAs nationw de and neets the needs
of communities here in Philadel phia
that'll be so negatively affected by
this arena. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.
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Pl ease begi n your
testinony, nma'am

M5. CARTER. Ch, no. You
can go.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Sir, please begin your
testi nony.

MR, McKINNEY: Thank you
for having us. Thank you, President
Johnson. M nane is Bill MKinney.
"' ma Kensington resident, an
enpl oyee of New Kensi ngton Conmunity
Devel opnent Corporation. I|I'malso a
Bl ack devel oper who hires union
| abor and recogni ze we can do better
with this whole process that we' ve
been engaged in here.

|"'m here because | have a
nunber of concerns about process and
out cones of building an arena
Chi nat own adj acent. | have concerns
with the community engagenent
process. | have concerns with the

Comunity Benefits Agreenent. |'m
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concerned about the precedence of
continuing to make deci sions for
communities rather than with
conmuni ti es.

| also selfishly have
concerns that if we don't address
t hese issues here, we will continue
to allow themto happen throughout
the city. | cone here as soneone
who |ives and works in Kensington,
which is a community that has
hi storic had things done to us
rather than with us.

| amincredibly famliar
wi th poor benefit conmunity benefit
agreenents. And these sort of
nonents have led to situations where
we do not have positive outcones and
lead to us to continue to have to
fight the negative outcones that are
the result.

"' m here because |'m
concerned that we have never truly

had a strategy to support Black and
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Brown [abor in the city and i nstead
we are now operating froma
downstream position of pitting one
conmuni ty agai nst another in order
to cover our historical failure to
system cal |y support | abor.

"' m here because we as a
city continue to operate froma
scarcity mndset rather than an
abundance m ndset. |'m concerned
that our scarcity mndset tells us
that we have to support one group
t hrough suffering of another. It is
a nasty circle. It doesn't have to
be this way. Neither has to suffer.

| "' m here because |'m
questi oni ng the engagenent process
and rem nded that if we accept a
fl awed process here, that process
will continue to be applied in other
comuni ti es throughout the city. |
am concerned that this conversation
will cone to your districts and your

constituents will be the new unheard
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and no one wll stand in solidarity
as their interest are tranpl ed.

| recogni ze that our
scarcity m ndset nakes us fear
rat her than enbrace truly
participatory strategies. | speak
from experience and fromthe very
real bruises of decades of
i nplenmenting truly participatory
processes in comunities and know
that these processes are incredibly
| abor-intensive, enotionally taxing
and |l engthy in execution, but also
recogni ze that when done properly
t hese results are sustainable,
comruni ty- based out cones.

| recognize the tine.
What | want us to recognize is that
a truly participatory process
acknow edges the strengths within
our conmunities, invest powers in
resi dents and co-creating solutions.
Comuni ty-1ed solutions are nore

sust ai nabl e because they are owned
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by those nost affected by the
out cones.

We understand that when
| ooking at a | adder of increased
participation, the bottomis token
participation which gives community
a short-term sense of being heard,
engagi ng in processes and bei ng at
the table while in reality these are
often tactics utilized to quiet
di spl easure and di sagreenent and
mask al ready existing plans while
retraumati zing community. The
result of that flawed process is a
communi ty benefits agreenent
negoti ated wi thout the community and
| acki ng adequat e val ue.

When we don't inplenent
participatory practices, the result
i s sonet hing being done to a
community not with a community.

That is the thene, and that causes
trauma to a community. |I'm

concerned that we are di sm ssive of
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the trauma that we have inflicted
whereas a top-down single strategy
approach is retraumati zing. A
conprehensi ve participatory approach
is a healing for the comunity.

And | want us to succeed
as a city. | want us to prosper,
but that will not happen through
f ear-based top-down strategies
masquer adi ng as progress. It wll
al so not happen when we put profits
over people, and power is not shared
but is held by political and
econom c forces.

We don't want to continue
to traumatize comunities as we have
in the past. Just as we have
traumati zed the Bl ack and Brown
wor ker through neglect, we don't
want to feed the scarcity mndsets
whi ch says one or the other eats.

Rat her we all have better neals
t oget her.

W have the opportunity
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to pause and reset. W have the
opportunity to address the trauma we
created by doing sonething to a
community, be it Chinatown or
Kensi ngt on, and addressi ng through
creating, and addressing safety,

choi ce, collaborati on,
trustworthi ness and enpowernent with
the opportunity to set a new
precedent that we wll not
traumati ze communities and then
retraumati ze them by essentially

m nim zi ng what they are

experi enci ng.

We have the opportunity
to apol ogi ze for our historical |ack
of support of Black |abor and to
build strategy that isn't on the
backs of our vul nerable conmmunities
and with the opportunity to
co-create a conmunity benefits
agreenent wth those nost i npacted
by an arena, wherever that may be.

W have the opportunity
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to be known for commtting to
trauma-infornmed participatory
processes that yield great success
for all. Thank you for the tine.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Bill.

State your nane for the
record. Please begin.

MR. DOSHNA: CGood
nor ni ng, Council President, nenbers
of Council. M nane is Jeffrey
Doshna. |'m an Associ ate Professor
and head of the Cty Pl anning and
Communi ty Devel opnment prograns at
Tenple University. |'man Al CP
pl anner and have been a nenber of
the Faculty at Tenple for the past
20 years. |'malso the proud
Presi dent of AFT Local 4531, the
Tenpl e Associ ation of University
Prof essi onal s, representing over
2,000 uni on menbers.

' m standi ng here today

provi ding testinony as someone who
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IS pro-job, pro-union and agai nst
this project. | want to focus ny
short time this norning on the
notion that this project can happen
wi t hout public support. It's sinply
not true. This talking point from
devel opers of the project needs to
be addressed directly.

The very fact that Cty
Council is sitting here this norning
hearing testinony for nyself and
others i s because the project cannot
happen w t hout your support. \When
anyone wants to build anything that
runs counter to our |ong-devel oped
pl ans, whether it's the Philadel phia
2035 plan, the 18 different D strict
pl ans, all the zoning ordi nances,
all of the overlays, all of the
other districts that we've done that
have been crafted over tinme with
st akehol der input from hundreds and
hundr eds of people, any tine anyone

wants to do sonething that deviates
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fromthat, they've got to cone and
ask for perm ssion. And sonetines
it's a small deviation |ike nmy house
Is too close to a property line, and
sonetinmes it's a md-sized deviation
like | want to add an extra story to
this housing project and soneti nes
it's something like this, a nmassive
redevel opnment project in Center

Cty.

It's a cornerstone to how
pl anni ng happens that any tine
anyone wants permi ssion to violate
the standing rules, they've got to
cone and ask for that perm ssion
fromthe governing body. They are
asking to bend the rules for relief
from sone of these ordi nances
because they're essentially asking
to break the law just a little bit.
I[t's how we do pl anni ng wor k.

And for mnor things, we
tend to grant perm ssion because it

advances the public goods w t hout
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havi ng t oo nuch negative i npact.
But that neans that whenever anyone
I's asking for zoning relief, what
they're asking for is public support
of a project. The devel opers can
respond by saying that they're not
seeki ng any public financi al
support, but this is not true.

There are several areas,
and | know ny time is short, but |
want to highlight where the Cty is
bei ng asked to provide financial
support: The first is the | and
itself, and the land | ease reflects
that the devel opers woul d be payi ng
a fraction of what fair market rent
woul d be if they had to purchase or
|l ease it on their own w thout the
Cty being involved.

The second, already
mentioned this norning, is the
I npact on Septa operations at
Jefferson Station. Qhers can speak

about that in nore detail, but it
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W ll put a systemthat is already in
serious financial bind under further
stress.

Third will be the rea
cost to the Gty just testified to a
nonment ago for increased police,
fire, EMS that this project wll
bring. And if we are willing to
bel i eve the rosy projections about
i ncreased non-gane events in the
area of 30 or nore nights a year,
we're going to have to depl oy
resources to this site.

The nost i nportant fact
is that this project features a
PI LOT, paynent in lieu in taxes.
Now, yes, PILOTS are used regularly
as a tool to hel p redevel opnent
proj ects happen. However they're
structured, the fundanmental prem se
behind a PILOT is that the devel oper
Is getting a break on the taxes that
t hey woul d have ot herw se pai d.

We can make it nore
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conplicated than that. And this
one, certainly as being drafted,
certainly is. But at the core,
that's what a PILOT is. It's a
subsidy by the municipality to a
private entity so that a project
gets built. And again, this project
can only happen if there's public
support. So I'mgoing to ask
everyone to review the testinony
that's been already given.

And just to wap things
up, there's one nore point | want to
make. In nmy class |ast week ny
graduat e econom c devel opnent
sem nar, we dove deep into all of
the published reports. W went into
all of the details and all the
assunptions. And one of ny students
asked a really inportant question,
what happens when the teamis | ousy.

The part of the nyth of
stadi um and arena construction is

that there's a spillover effect in
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the | ocal nei ghborhood, that |ocal
bars and restaurants and ot her
near by businesses will prosper with
I ncreased custoners on gane day. In
al nost all the cases we've got good
data for, those pre-build estimtes
tend to be overstated as conpared to
what actual |y happens.

In fact, even these
studi es here tal k about half the
busi nesses i n Chi nat own bei ng
negatively inpacted. Wat ny
student wanted to know what happens
to those | ocal business that m ght
be on the upside when the teamis
doi ng badly and no one wants to go
to the ganme, right. The billionaire
owners wi |l have already gotten
their noney from season tickets,
from |l uxury boxes, from advertising
|l ong-term|icensing deals even if
the teamis |lousy. But what about
t hose | ocal businesses. Wat

happens to them when no one is
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actually going to the gane when the
teamis say 3 and 13. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Are we done with the testinony?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yes, we're done. So we
will be at recess -- the young | ady
| et soneone speak on her behal f.
She's at the table for questioning.

VW will be at recess
until 1:45. Thank you.

(Lunch recess.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank all of you for being
here today. W will continue our
public coment and we have two
panels to cone up and then we'l
al so continue open comment for the

public. Thank all the nmenbers for
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bei ng here.

M. Christmas, can you
pl ease call the next panel please.

THE CLERK: Wbul d Mary
Yee, Akanke Washi ngton and Gai
Loney, please cone forward. You
wi Il each have two m nutes to speak.

(Wt nesses approached
Wtness table.)

THE CLERK: Again, that's
Mary Yee, Akanke WAshi ngton and Gai
Loney, pl ease.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Pl ease state your nane for
the record and pl ease begin.

M5. YEE: (Good afternoon,
Counci | President, Council nmenbers,
menbers of the public and John
Christian -- John Christmas. My
nane is Mary Yee. |'ve been
i nvol ved i n urban planning and
publ i c education and i nm grant
i ssues for over 50 years in

Phi | adel phia. |'ve been an advocate
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and organi zer for the Chinatown
communi ty since the struggle over
the Vine Street Expressway

al i gnnment .

Since then the comunity
has been continually threatened by
proj ects, sonme of which we've been
able to prevent from seriously
j eopardi zi ng our comrunity and sone
we' ve had to tolerate. For
I nstance, | ndependence Mall 4, the
Community Rail Tunnel, Market Street
East, the Phillies Baseball Stadium
t he Convention Center, the Federa
prison and before the arena, the
(i naudi bl e) casino. Despite these
proj ects, the inpact of the Vine
Street Expressway, Mrket Street
East, Convention Center and the
Community Rail Tunnel which directly
af fected Chi nat own, we have survived
as one of the nost vibrant and vital
Chi natowns in Canada and the U. S

A wal k t hrough Chi nat own
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north and south of Vine Street wll
attest to the social, econom c and
institutional activity of our

nei ghborhood. So | want to say that
t he Chi natowmn community, over 93
percent of people who cane to public
neeti ngs and answered a survey are
agai nst the arena and have conmtted
not to sign a conmunity benefits
agreenent. \Why? Because we believe
that the arena is an existentia
threat, that there's no mtigation
that can really nmake us whol e.

So why is the arena a bad
idea? First of all, the site is too
small. Okay. That's one reason.
Inga Saffron tal ked about this. And
t he second reason is that the vol une
of traffic and people that wll cone
because of the ganmes is vol um nous
and detrinental to economc
activities, especially small retail,
as well as the traffic and parking

that's necessary for these
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busi nesses to survive during gane
and | arge event days.

Now, the thing too is
that the arena will only be occupied
for 90 or optimstically 150 days
wth events. Oher than that it is
a vacant hulk, right. W tal k about
the failings of the Fashion
District, but the Fashion D strict
now even has a lot nore foot traffic
and retail activity than the arena
woul d.

Okay. Now the ot her
thing is that there's been a | ot of
public coment and outcry about the
arena, and |'m hoping that folks
here have tuned into that. W had
two marches that had 3,000 to 4, 000
peopl e marching from Chinatown to
Cty Hall. W also have ot her
peopl e speaki ng out |ike Howard
Eskin and WP, who had done a pol
that said 79 percent of their fans

who answered that were not for the
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arena being placed in Center Cty.

Qur own Save China
Coalition survey between Chri stnas
and January 2024 had 2, 000
respondents. This was an infornal
vol untary survey that asked people
what they would |ike as an
alternative to the arena. This data
we can discuss in nore detail with
people if we have private neetings
Wi th you.

| think one of the main
things is that we have no vision as
a city for Market Street East.
Ckay. Isn't this the job of Cty
Pl anning officials in the
Adm ni stration? Wy was there not
an investigation why Market Street
East and the Fashion District
failed? Wat |and uses woul d work
and really bring life to this part
of the city?

| s the arena project

inspiring? Well, the G vic Design
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Review Commttee didn't think so.
They said it was essentially half-
baked and pretty boring. Now,
common sense will tell us since |
nmenti oned how many days the arena
woul d be occupied. And in terns of
j obs, yes, there are construction
jobs that will be full-time during
denmolition and construction and
part-tinme jobs for the
concessionaires in the arena. But
ot her than that, we're not talking
about a lot of full-tinme long-term
j obs.

Okay. There's nore going
on in the Fashion District right now
t han what the arena proposes in
terms of foot traffic and econom c
activity. So why can't the Cty
i ssue an RFP for a master plan? So
the question is why should the Gty
lock itself into a conmtnent for a
predom nantly singular |and use that

will take five to seven years to
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buil d and have a lifespan of 25 to
30 years.

| think the Gty risks a
third debacle on Market Street East.
It seens clear that big noney is
driving this train. Are we allow ng
billionaires to make public policy
rat her than | ooking at citizens,
peopl e who are ordi nary worKki ng
peopl e and taxpayers and what
benefits thenf

| wanted to say a couple
wor ds about the Comrunity Benefits
Agreenent. At best, it's a
m snoner. At worst, it is a
fabrication or a lie. The comunity
was not part of this. Mreover, the
$50 mllion that the Sixers prom sed
Is not even this year's salary for
Joel Enmbiid, which is 55, and he has
the contract for the next three
years for 65 a year. So this is an
insult really to us that there's a

$50 million proposal for a CBA
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(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT

JOHNSON: Ms. Yee.

M5. YEE: So the only
thing I want to say about that is
that is chunp change.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Ms. Yee. But,
Ms. Yee, you got to wap it up.

M5. YEE: So pl ease do
not contribute to the death spira
of SEPTA or the death knell of
Chi nat own.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Ms. Yee. Thank
you very much

Ms. WAshi ngt on.

MS. WASHI NGTON:  Good
afternoon. M nane is Akanke. | am
a Social Study Specialist for the
School District of Phil adel phia.

Hi story, all right, history
curriculum So | want to ask us to

think historically. 1'll start.
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Mal colm X said, O all our studies
history is best qualified to reward
our research. He said this because
studying history is supposed to help
us not repeat the m stakes of the
past .

Here in Phil adel phi a many
of us know the history of Bl ack
communities in West Phil adel phia
bei ng di spl aced by urban renewal
policies. Those are policies that
peopl e voted on, they agreed on.
These policies offered federal
fundi ng and tax abatenents to
devel opers who were supposed to
devel op af fordabl e housi ng and bring
j obs. They did not.

Communi ties were
destroyed. And we tal k about the
uni nt ended consequences of these
policies, but now we know. And if
that exanple is too far renoved or
we can't relate to it because those

devel opers were not arena

Page 174

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

devel opers, I'd like to offer you
anot her exanpl e.

The plan for the 76ers to
build the arena on top of a vibrant
community mrrors the construction
of the Barclay Center in Brooklyn.
The tale of the Barclay Center has
been woven to describe this
devel opnment as a response to a
community's desire for a Brooklyn
basketbal | team the Nets. Nobody
wanted the Nets. Nothing could be
farther fromthe truth.

When you drive to
downt own Br ookl yn now and gaze upon
the nonstrous building on top of the
old Navy Yard, there's nothing there
to rem nd you of the vision before
the community lost its battle to the
rich. Were the Barclay Center now
sits was initially supposed to be an
Atl antic Yard devel opnent, a 10-year
proj ect that would provide thousands

of units of affordable housing.
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Bruce Ratner used the
devel opnent conpany Forest City
Rat ner to purchase the area and as
usual , he prom sed affordable
housi ng, devel opnent and jobs. The
ori ginal proposal was never
realized. What was ushered in was
the Barclay Center.

The devel opers brought in
Jay-Z, a rapper from Brooklyn who's
al so now pronoting vouchers, as a
progressi ve and he becane part owner
of Brooklyn Nets and the Barcl ay
Center. The devel opnent was sold as
revitalization of downtown Brooklyn.
It is clear how the devel opnent was
good for them but the community
knew t hat the devel opnent woul d
I ncrease traffic and cause rents to
skyrocket, ushering in
gentrification. The very polite
word for ethnic cleansing and
di spl acenent.

The community fought it.
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They protested. They filed

| awsuits. The Barclay Center still
went up. I n June 2016 devel opers
offered a lottery for 10 affordable
apartnments, only 10. The comunity
was given 10 apartnments for $10
mllion in tax credits and
abatenents. To date, the residents
i n Brookl yn have an ongoing battle
with the arena over noise and
traffic that they swore woul d not
happen. Although the Gty issues
fines, they're not enough to nmake

t he devel opers make substanti al
changes.

As Br ookl yn
revitalization in 2023, the Barclay
Center reported a | oss of $76
mllion. So we have to renenber the
comunity didn't get their jobs,
they didn't get their apartnents and
they're losing noney. So the best
predi ctor of future behavior is past

behavior. There is a pattern of
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this. And if we let it go on, we
can't say uni ntended consequences
anynor e.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

State your nane for the
record and pl ease begin.

M5. LONEY: Hello. W
nanme is Gail Loney. | ama resident
of the 5th Councilmanic District. |
amvery famliar with the fight
around stadi uns and community
benefits agreenents. | was a
participant in the battle with
Tenpl e University and a 35, 000 seat
stadiumin North Centra
Phi | adel phi a which they have just
conceded, okay.

But in addition in 2008,
there was an introduction of a CBA
bei ng anended and sone of the
Counci | people are still here, sone

of themare not. And nyself and a
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group fromny RCO which is the
Upt own Ent ertai nnent Devel opnent
Corporation, rewote a CBA to say
this is what comunities need with
regards to CBAs.

|'"'mnot going to sit here
and retout because ny coll eagues did
an amazing job letting you guys know
that we did our honmework as
I ndi vidual s and conmunity nenbers on
what this is all about. W |earned
what we needed to |l earn and we
researched what we needed to
research so that we could cone here
and talk to you guys and let you
know this is not our job. This is
our passi on.

The problem here is there
IS no conmuni cation goi ng back and
forth. [It's a one-sided
communi cation. And the CBAis not a
CBA if the comunity is not engaged
or involved. You cannot keep

ramm ng things and information in

Page 179

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

pl aces i n nei ghbor hoods where peopl e
live whet her their nei ghborhood is
deci mat ed or whet her they have the
nost prestigi ous nei ghbor hood.

You don't want a stadi um
i n your prestigious neighborhood.
don't want a stadiumin ny
nei ghbor hood either, especially when
you have not cone to nme and said,
let's sit down at the table together
and tal k and exchange ideas. This
city has to becone nore creative and
nore inclusive of the constituencies
that you are representing.

It is very traumati zi ng
and it's very disrespectful. Wen
we cone here we try to give Counci
respect. W voted for you guys to
represent us and we feel
di srespected when you don't
represent us in the way that we
deserve. W fight every day for
what we have and we don't have a

|ot, but we are here. W are
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fighting for what we have and we
deserve better fromyou as our
Counci | peopl e. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  d air Wan, Sonya Chen,
Leana Cabral .

Are you deferring your
time? I'mcalling the next panel.

M5. YEE: Onh.

M5. LONEY: Oh.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
My question is for Ms. Loney. Thank
you so nmuch for comng to speak with
us today. | really respect and
admre your work and your
comunity's fight. | wanted to know
I f you can expound and tal k nore
about the simlarities and
di f ferences between this arena

proposal and the proposed stadiumin
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Nort h Phi |l adel phi a?

For exanple, in terns of
the communi ty engagenent process,
the community benefits agreenent,
job projections as well as the
potential negative inpacts on
surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods what
simlarities and differences do you
see?

MS. LONEY: The
simlarities are the sane. W were
told the sane story. The stadium
woul d provide jobs for the
community. W're doing this -- and
let me go here. Tenple University
owned the | and that the stadi um was
to go on, but they are not a
nei ghbor. They were not nei ghborly.
They still are not neighborly.
kay.

And let's be real, that
that's a real thing. Gkay. And
that's very, very inportant. \Wen

you sel ect and cherry-pick who you
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want to talk to, that's not coo
either. That's disrespectful,
because there is a comunity there
that really exists. It mght not be
the coommunity that you guys see or
in your community, but it is a
comunity there. Ckay.

So they told us that they
will provide jobs for the
nei ghbor hood and it would bring in
additional jobs for the community.
They did not tal k about the traffic.
They didn't want to tal k about the
traffic. They wanted to close off
the street, okay, which neant that
the state had to approve a street
being closed. And you're talking to
peopl e in the nei ghbor hood who you
di srespect and said, oh, don't go
beyond 18th and Di anond Street
because the nei ghborhood and the
nei ghbors around there are just
terrible people. They don't have

jobs. They're a bunch of drug
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addi cts, dah, dah, dah, dah, dah,
dah. Okay.

But that nei ghborhood
produced police officers,
firefighters, great teachers,
teachers who are still there, you
know, and I ain't no slouch either.
kay. | live there. | grew up
there. Okay. So they told us all
of this, but we pounded them W
pounded them W asked for
meetings. W asked to conme to their
neetings. They wouldn't let us in.
They wouldn't | et us know when they
had neetings so we had to just, you
know, kind of bumrushed them

Yeah, we had peopl e who
were there. Their unions worked
with us. Their students worked with
us. They told us when they were
havi ng neetings so we could show up.
W tried to get information. W
even had a neeting with them where

they were going to tell us -- you
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don't tell people in the
nei ghbor hood that you were supposed
to be sharing space with. You don't
tell people. You're supposed to
talk to people. GCkay. No, we're
not the brightest [ight bulbs in the
box, but neither were they, and this
is the sane situation

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Well, you seempretty bright to ne.
Thank you so nuch for your work and
for being here.

Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent .

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you. Thank you for
your testinony. The sister said, |
ain't no slouch. | know that's
right.

THE CLERK: WIIl Caire
Wan, Sonya Chen and Leana Cabral,
pl ease conme forward. C aire Wan,

Sonya Chen and Leana Cabral, please
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cone forward. You'll have two
m nutes to speak.

(Wt nesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Just state your nane for
the record and pl ease begi n your
testi nony.

M5. WAN.  Thank you. Can
everyone hear me? M nane is
Claire. Good norn -- good
afternoon, Council and menbers of
the public. I'ma teacher and |
have taught K and 1 for years. | am
also a Ph.D. candidate at Penn's
G aduat e School of Education. In
Phi | adel phia I work at the G nger
Arts Center in Chinatown that serves
hi gh school and coll ege youth from
across the city.

Bet ween 2012 and 2013,
the District closed 30 schools.
That's 10 percent of its traditiona

public school buildings to address a
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1.35 billion budget deficit. As a
result, absences and suspensi ons

i ncreased significantly for

di spl aced students. But this is not
an i ssue of the past, as our school
board is once again revisiting nass
school closures as a solution to our
| ack of funding and school crisis.

Qur students often share
t heir experiences, school closures,
overcrowded cl assroons, no books, no
air-conditioning or heating,
asbestos in our walls and a host of
ot her structural issues. Qur schoo
facilities and the deteriorating
conditions remain to be one of our
city's nost urgent issues.

Were are the plans to
prioritize our students, the future
of Phil adel phia? Wy do billionaire
devel opers get nore benefits than
themin this deal? As a result of
t he proposed agreenent, the

billionaire devel opers are able to
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cut a deal under the guise of the

PI LOT as being a generous gesture to
our schools, when in actuality our
city would be granting thema
massi ve tax break. They are robbing
our city's children and fam|lies of
a quality education.

They negotiated a deal to
pay our schools less than 3 mllion
a year, again at the cost of our
students. It is inportant to note,
as sonme of our Council nmenbers have
astutely pointed out, there are
cl ear discrepancies in these
projections. CSL stated 40 --
sorry, 54.7 mllion. Mayor Parker
stated a net present val ue of 42
mllion and PIDC stated 2.8 per year
with escalators with the School
Boar d.

But based on the 2023 and
2024 school budget, this prom se and
vague PILOT anmount and plan is only

enough to support about 125 students

Page 188

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

per year, 125. That's only .06
percent of our public school's
popul ati on. And based on the

| egislation, it is unclear when the
PILOTs will begin and how | ong they
w il |ast.

Why shoul d our famlies,
students and teachers trust these
prom ses after what the Sixers did
I n Canden. Based on the new
valuation of the arena if they pay
traditional taxes, they would have
to pay at least 871 mllion,
assum ng 0 percent inflation.
Including 3 percent inflation, their
total tax bill would be 1.5 billion.

56 -- respectfully other
panel i sts have had six mnutes. |
would i ke to claimny tine -- 56
percent, as | was sayi ng 56 percent
of the GCity's property tax revenue
woul d and should go to the School
District. |If they paid ful

property tax, the Phil adel phia
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School District would get at | east
400 mllion over the next few
decades. Instead devel opers are
only paying 50 mllion, possibly
nore, but that's unclear as we've
hear d.

That's a m ni num of 350
mllion that they're actively
choosing not to put into our schools
and you, if you allowthis arena to
be built. Gven that it took
$44 million to build Philly"'s |ast
school, the Sixers $350 mllion tax
break cheats Philly out of eight
schools. That's al nost 5,000
students w thout healthy, safe
cl assroons so billionaires can get
ri cher.

However, the arena's
val ue, like nost real estate, wll
i kely go up over their |ease. So
the tax savings the billionaires
will likely be even nore. Howis it

fair that sone of our nopbst
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vul ner abl e popul ati ons, our young
children and youth, have to
sacrifice their futures for this
project that will ultinmately take
funding they rightfully deserve and
urgently need fromthen? Qur
students and future generations
deserve better.

Teans such as the CGol den
State Warriors and SF not only pay
their full tax bill of 19.5 mllion
| ast year, but also fund | ocal
transit 27 mllion upfront for the
transit stop construction and about
10 mllion each year based on the
Warriors revenue.

76 Pl ace devel opers have
a choice to do better for our
school s and they are choosi ng not
to. Instead they are holding the
school s hostages forcing the Cty to
accept whatever deal they put on the
table. Instead of advocating for

our schools are we supposed to just
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t ake whatever deal these devel opers
stronghold us into accepting?

These billionaire
devel opers won't pay their due taxes
and our schools, famlies and
students are those who ultinately
suffer the consequences and foot the
bill. Mayor Parker cited a return
on investnent for supporting the
arena, but studies show that
education significantly inproves
econom ¢ growt h and when we invest
in our people, skills, creativity
and i nnovative capacities.
Investing in quality education for
all of our students only benefits
our city's econom c and health
out cones.

So as our el ected
officials, you are neant to be the
chanpi ons for our school kids and
our students deserve you fighting
for nore. W all agree that our

school s need nore fundi ng, we do,
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but this, this is a lowball offer
to one of our city's nost pressing
I ssues. People want |ong-term
policy solutions, not a tenporary
corporate bailout. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

Ms. Chen, state your nane
for the record and pl ease begin.

M5. CHEN. Good
afternoon, Council President,
Counci | renbers and staff and nenbers
of the public. M nanme is Sonya
Chen and | am a postdoctora
researcher at the University of
Pennsyl vani a where | researched the
politics of race and raci al
inequality. | received ny Ph.D. in
politics and social policy and have
lived in the Phil adel phia area for
al nrost seven years.

76 DevCo has repeatedly

claimed that the proposed arena wil |
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create 9,000 jobs. It sounds |like a
pretty great prom se, but that's al
it is, a promse. Wy are we taking
this nunber at face val ue when the
study that allegedly produced this
nunber has not been released to the
public?

If 76 DevCo is so
confident in all the jobs it wll
create, then it should have not hing
to hide. Manwhile the CGty's own
econom ¢ study projects 710 j obs.

But according to the study's
sensitivity analysis, it could be as
few as 490 jobs, over 32 years.

That woul d be 15 new jobs a year, a
far cry fromthe clains of 76 DevCo.

Whien we only think in
terns of the arena's inpact on new
j obs, we don't account for the
nunbers of jobs |lost. Wat happens
to the workers in the third of the
Fashion District the arena w ||

di spl ace? Wat happens to the
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wor kers at the 50 percent of
Chi nat own busi nesses that the Gty's
comuni ty i npact study projected
woul d be negatively affected?

76 DevCo has touted its
econom ¢ opportunity plan for a
di vers workforce. But what about
the already diverse workforce here
in Center City that stands to | ose
their jobs. Wthout a proper
econom c inpact study that assesses
the net inpact on jobs in Center
Cty, it is sinply irresponsible to
nove forward with the arena
pr oposal .

76 DevCo has al so touted
Its econom c opportunity plan as a
boon for comunities of color.
Every year the City assesses the
success rates of active econom c
opportunity plans that are neant to
pronote the neani ngful participation
of mnority-, wonen- and di sabl ed-

owned busi nesses.
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In 2023, according to the
Cty's own nunber, only 39 percent
of projects net their EOP goals. 1In
2022 the nunber was 36 percent.
That neans two out of three econom c
opportunity plans failed, and 76
DevCo w Il alnost certainly fail as
wel | given their history of failure
to live up to their promses to
Bl ack and Brown busi nesses.

In 2024 according to
76 DevCo's own reporting, just 3
percent of all its total vendors and
suppliers were certified mnority-
owned. To understand what m ght
very well happen here in
Phi | adel phi a when we hand devel opers
hundreds of mllions of dollars in
tax breaks for a holl ow prom se of
j obs, we can | ook to Canden. Wat
happened after the city gave
mul ti pl e corporations hundreds of
mllions of dollars in these tax

breaks including the 76ers practice
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facility? Canden's budget deficit
bal | ooned drai ni ng noney from public
school s and infrastructure
I nprovenent, all for nine jobs they
created for Canden residents. Let
nme repeat that again. The Sixers
prom sed nearly 300 jobs to Canden
residents and today there are nine.
The argunent for the --
respectfully the first panel today
had one hour so | think we can take
a few nore mnutes. The argunent
for the proposed arena relies on the
creation of false choices that we
don't have to accept. They say if
you don't choose the arena Market
East wll continue to be
di | api dated. They say if you don't
choose the arena, there won't be
jobs. But the truth is there are
still so many unanswered questi ons
about the true econom c inpact of 76
Pl ace.

What are the long-term
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effects of given a 600 mllion tax
break to 76 DevCo for the Cty's
budget deficit? Can 76 DevCo really
live up toits lofty prom ses of
meani ngful ly including mnority-
owned wor kers and businesses in this
proj ect when their track records
says ot herw se.

And will there even be a
net gain in jobs at all? Let us not
forget the playbook of pitting Bl ack
and Asi an wor kers agai nst one
anot her has | ong been used in
Anerican history. And it is your
responsi bility, Council, to refuse
to be a part of that history.

(Appl ause.)

M5. CHEN:. Because the
only people who stand to gain from
pitting workers agai nst one anot her
are the Wiite billionaires whose net
worth is al nost certainly greater
than every single person in this

room right now conbi ned.
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(Appl ause.)
M5. CHEN. We don't have

to ook far to see that Anerican
trust in governnent is at an
all-time low. But what is the one
part of governnent that the Anmerican
people still have trust in. It is

| ocal government. The very office

t he peopl e of Phil adel phia voted you
into to represent our interests, but
this trust has to be earned and
nurtured.

What happens if the
peopl e of Phil adel phia, 70 percent
of whom who oppose the arena, watch
you rush through a proposal with so
many unanswered questions. If you
nove forward w thout the necessary
due diligence, it would irrevocably
destroy the very fabric of our | ocal
denocracy for years to conme. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: State your nane for the
record and pl ease begi n your
testi nony.

M5. CABRAL: M nane is
Leana Cabral. Good afternoon. | am
a Philly resident, education scholar
and a senior research associ ate at
Research for Action in Philadel phia.
I'"'malso the nother of a Philly
student. |I'mhere this afternoon to
express ny deep concern about the
unwant ed changes this arena woul d
bring to our city and the noral
conpass of a Gty Council that woul d
choose an arena over its citizens.

The main selling points
of an arena, construction jobs,
econom c revitalization of the area
and increased tax revenue for the
city are unlikely. The one
certainty is that a new arena owned
and operated by the ownership group
of the 76ers would increase the

weal th of that small group of
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i ndividual s tenfold. That's the
only guar ant ee.

Meanwhil e amd the wealth
t hat nunbers were tal king about, an
NBA franchi se valued at 4 billion,
an owner who brags about a
six-figure wine collection as art,
our city's school children are
facing a new round of school
cl osings. Research shows that
I ndi vidual children in Phil adel phia
school s struggle to access even the
nost basi ¢ needs, clean drinking
wat er, air-conditioner, safe spaces
to play, and here we are rushing a
process for a state-of-the-art
pl ayground for billionaires rather
t han t hi nki ng t hrough what
priorities can actually be net by
devel opnent.

This city, our schools
and our students cannot afford the
potential 1 billion in [ost tax

revenue a new arena could bring and
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the 50 mllion CBA deal that the
Mayor negotiated would not begin to
neet the needs of Phil adel phia's
public schools, a new arena in a
school district that has a shortage
of counselors, outdated facilities,
asbestos and a | ack of nodern
instructional materials, a new arena
in a district that has only one
full-time librarian, one full-tine
l'ibrarian.

Consi der this data point:
In the last year in Phil adel phia
only 18 percent of public schoo
students participated in school
athl etics conpared to 53 percent of
students in the rest of the state's
public schools. Phil adel phia spent
$94 per student on athletics
conpared to the rest of the state's
average of 365 per student.

We know t hat Phil adel phi a
has al ways been one of the nost

i nadequat el y-funded school districts
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in the Coormonweal th. Put sinply,
Phi | adel phi a cannot support a new
arena. W cannot afford to bankrol
mllionaires. 1t's themor our
students. W0 are you going to
choose?

Despite continual clains
fromteam owners that buil ding new
stadiunms will result in economc
boons and enpl oynent grow h,
research consistently shows that it
Is not a sound investnent and does
not result in the econom c benefits
initially prom sed. Those who stand
a profit froma new arena in
Chi natown are few i n nunber.

Pl ease, pl ease put people and our
children over them Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

Thank you, Council President.
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| just heard testinony
about the School District of
Phi | adel phia in connection to the
arena. | was wondering if you could
just elaborate a little bit nore
about how the arena is connected to
the School District of
Phi | adel phia's investnent in terns
of dollars and funds? | don't want
to hear fromyour perspective. You
just spoke on it.

M5. CABRAL: Well, 'l
start. But | wonder if you'd like
to contribute.

| nmean, | would say that
we're one city, right, with certain
I nvestnents that we need to nake and
this would result in |ost tax
revenue that woul d inpact the School
District.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  How
would it result in lost tax revenue?

M5. CABRAL: How woul d
what ?
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COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
What are your findings on the | ost
tax revenue for the School District?

M5. CABRAL: [|I'mciting
the study that was done that said
the potential revenue and | ost taxes
could be around 1 billion. That's
not ny -- | did not do that data
anal ysis nyself but I"'mpulling it
fromthe study. Also, the CBA deal
and PILOTs in general are terrible
for our city and our schools as
we' ve seen before.

D d you have anyt hi ng
about --

M5. WAN:  Yeah. So
that -- is ny mc on? Thank you. |
believe you're citing the study done
by Arthur Acolin. Last nane
A-c-0-1-i-n. He actually was a
panel i st a couple of sessions ago.
But to your question, | just wanted
to reiterate to your point earlier

56 percent of our City's property
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tax revenue goes to our School
District, right. W all should know
t hat .

And so, when we think
about the arena and the tax revenue
that it would make and al so then
therefore the tax break that we
woul d be affording the billionaires,
that's noney that's directly taken
froma school district.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch for
your testinony.

M. Christmas, will you
pl ease call the next panel please.

THE CLERK: Woul d Dawud
Bey, Patrick Zhang and Jenna Gsnan
pl ease cone forward. Again, Dawud
Bey, Patrick Zhang, Jena Gsnan,
pl ease cone forward. You will each
have two m nutes to speak.

(Wtnesses approached

Wtness table.)
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THE CLERK: Pl ease state
your nane for the record and pl ease
begi n your testinony.

MR ZHANG Hi,
Counci | renbers. M nane is Patrick
Zhang. |'ve been a Phil adel phi a
area resident for alnost two
decades. So you've heard that the
arena wll devastate the city, but
what you should al so know i s that
the arena will also -- the arena
will also destroy the soul of
mnority communities not just within
Phi | adel phia but mles outside the
City limts.

| grew up in the western
Phi | adel phi a suburb, so admttedly
Chinatown is not ny honetown but it
was a life raft. As a young
I npressionable child of inmmgrants
growing up in the nore honbgeneous
subur bs, ny environnent taught ne
that ny identity, ny background were

burdens to repress or insecurities
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to erase. So | struggled every day
to accept who I am which resulted
in failing nmental health, social
I sol ati on and poor academ c
performance. But it was not until |
was a teenager independently
venturing i nto Chinatown to work,
hang out and eat when things began
t o change.
Lear ni ng about the
hi story of the nei ghborhood and
wi t nessing the conmmunity fostered
there, for the first tinme inny life
| was authentically proud of ny
Asi an Anerican identity, ny Chinese
Anmerican identity to be specific.
Thr ough Chi natown | was
exposed to the | anguages, the
traditions, the art and cui si ne of
ny heritage not found in such a
concentrati on anywhere el se
regionally. Chinatown allowed ne to
feel better connected to ny famly,

my ancestors and ny community. But
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nost inportantly, Chinatown taught
me enpower ment and self-love. And
woul d not be who | am now w t hout
t he Chi natown that exists today.

However, it has been
consistently predicted that the
nei ghbor hood' s busi nesses and
community institutions will be
snothered by the arena if it is
allowed to be built. The 76ers
Place w |l consequently harm Asi an
I mm grant conmunities, yes, wthin
Phi | adel phia but also in the greater
Philly region and beyond.

It's not just Chinatown
t hat needs Chinatown and it's not
just Philly that needs Chi nat own,
but hundreds in the greater region
who feel |ost or ashaned of who they
are, those of a diaspora who are
upr oot ed and perhaps only know t he
val ue of their heritage through
Chi nat own.

They all, we all need
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t hi s nei ghborhood to not only exist
but to thrive, because mnorities
and imm grants exist in American
society which intends to beat us
down. And as Council nenbers, | hope
you nmay protect the people that you
represent, especially vul nerable
mnority comrunities, by preserving
the few spaces that they have |eft
for their well-Dbeing.

Everyone deserves the
dignity to exist w thout shanme, and
Chi nat own grants Asi an i nmm grant
communi ties within and outside of
Phi | adel phia that dignity. And it's
for this reason as well as
everything el se that you've heard
today in the past few days that you
must not all ow t he devel opnent of
the 76ers Place. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you. Please state

your nane for the record and begin
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your testinony.

MR. BEY: How are you
doing. M nanme is Dawud Bey and |
wanted to first thank you guys for
allowing this type of platformto
give multiple people opportunity to
speak as it relates to howthis is
going to inpact nmultiple
conmunities --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Speak into the m crophone.

MR BEY: Yep. Miltiple
comunities within Philadel phia. |
have a statenent that | want to
read, but | prom se you it won't
take as long as others. But at the
end of the day | want to speak from
nmy statenent but | also want to add
sone context to behind what |I'm
sayi ng.

As President of Fine
Print Construction, a certified
mnority business enterprise, |I'm

thrilled to hear of Mayor Cherelle
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Par ker's approval of the

Phi | adel phia 76ers state-of-the-art
arena in Market East area. This
$1.9 billion investnent is just the
begi nning of a transfornmative
econom ¢ opportunity that wll
benefit the entire city of

Phi | adel phi a.

I f we play our cards
right, we can leverage this $1.9
billion project into over $20
billion in econom c inpact.

Phi | adel phi a has | arge commerci al
bui |l dings that are underutilized.
And truly to be a first class city,
we need an area -- an arena

downt own.

The vi brancy and energy
of downtown contribute to the
nostal gia and charmof a great city
| i ke New York and Los Angel es. The
new 76ers arena will not only bring
exci tenment and economic growth to

the Market East area but wll al so
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create lasting benefits throughout
the entire Phil adel phia. This
project represents a historic
opportunity for econom c inclusion,
particularly for Black and Brown
conmuni ti es.

Through a conprehensi ve
communi ty i npact agreenent, we can
ensure that the benefits of this
devel opnent reach those in needed --
reach those who need it nost. |
| ook forward to the opportunity this
arena wll bring and the role Fine
Print Construction wll play in
hel ping to shape the future of this

great city. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
MR, BEY: |'ve been
listening online, |'ve been

listening on the Internet and
everything related to sone of the
opi nions about this arena and a | ot
of things I've really never heard

yet is how would this inpact this

Page 213

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

city froma cultural perspective,
i ke bottomline.

You know, we tal king
about Phil adel phia 76ers is becom ng
t he Canden what, | don't know what
we're going to nane them But at
the end of the day, | know the
benefits that arenas could bring to
certain conmunities. |'mfrom South
Philly. W got the Sixers still.

We have the Phil adel phia Flyers. W
have the Eagles, and our comrunities
Is beautiful. It brings our
communi ti es together actually.

Goi ng down wal ki ng from Tasker
Street, Broad and Tasker, just to
wal k down in South Philly down in

t he nei ghborhood of the arenas, it's
one of the biggest thrills in

Phi | adel phi a.

So at the end of the day
| just wanted to just rem nd us of
the inportance of this type of arena

to cone to Phil adel phia, to inpact
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our communities. And everybody |ove
to hate New York City, right, but we
|l ove it though. W |ove the
traffic. W love the horns. W

|l ove all the cab drivers and
everything riding past putting their
fingers up at us and everythi ng.

But at the end of the day in order
for this to be a true first class
city, every place that | done
visited, they an arena right

downt own.

So | just wanted to
encourage this panel here to support
the arena and let's build baby, you
know. And |like the great Leon
Sul l'ivan said, jobs, jobs, jobs,
jobs. W need jobs here in
Phi | adel phia. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you for your
testi nony.

Can you say your first
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and your | ast nane and pl ease begin
your testinony.

M5. CSMAN. My nane is
Jena Gsman. | was born and raised
in Philadelphia and 1've lived in
Washi ngt on Square West since 1998.
My hone is exactly five bl ocks south
of the proposed arena site on Spruce
Street. Thank you to the
Counci | mrenbers for taking the tine
to listen to the people. You should
know that we're listening closely to
all of you too. The whole city is
wat ching to see where you cone down
on this issue and your vote on the
arena wi Il be your | egacy.

Wen the 76ers reps were
here and were chal | enged on why
their project was worth the | oss of
property tax dollars that could be
used for our City schools and ot her
needs, they defended their PILOT
deal as standard practice that they

expected to be treated just |ike all
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ot her arena projects.

The problemis this is
not |ike any other arena project,
not just in Philadel phia but in the
nation. This is the only arena
proj ect that requires 40 percent of
its patrons to take public
transportation so that the Cty does
not shut down around it. This is
the only arena that offers zero
public space for attendees to gather
anywhere near it.

This is the only project
wi t hout a viabl e pedestrian plan.
This is the only arena project two
bl ocks fromthe City's only Level 1
trauma center. And before you bring
up San Francisco's Chase Center,
pl ease note that the hospital next
to their stadiumis a research
hospital and their trauma center is
2 mles away. Add to that, the fact
that our public transit system

relies on the whins of who controls
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the state | egislature and you have a
reci pe for certain disaster, not
just for Chinatown but for the
entire center of our city, and you
all know that.

You all know that there's
no way to nmake the | ogistics work.
To quot e Councilworman Ci ndy Bass,
And yet here we are. Last week
Davi d Adel man posted a video tour of
the LA Cippers Intuit Done, which
he called an exanple of what the
best arenas have to offer including,
an 80, 000 square foot public plaza
which on its own is al nost half of
the entire ot size of 76 Pl ace.

I f he knows that that is
what's best, you know it too. In
the first week of testinony, | heard
an arena supporter ask you to vote
yes so the magic could happen. |
wi sh | believed in that magic that
this arena project could resolve our

city's inequities, that it could
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bring opportunities to sone w thout
destroying the livelihoods and

nei ghbor hoods of others. But it
won't. | urge you to respect the
facts of this proposal, not the
fantasy and to vote no on this

proj ect.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Woul d
Cheenmeng Low, Cindy MIler,

Kat heri ne Garth and Sydney Rae Chin,
pl ease cone forward again. Cheeneng
Low, Cindy MIller, Katherine Garth,
Sydney Rae Chin, please cone
forward. You will each have two

m nutes to speak.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you. Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed with your
testinony, and we are going to ask
that you adhere to the buzzer as

cl ose as possi bl e please. Thank
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you.

MR LON H. M nane is
Cheeneng Low. |'man EMI for the
| ast 24 years, paranedic trainee as
well for the record. South of
Market Street there's a stroke
center, a burn center, WII's Eye
enmer gency room Rothman Hospital of
Pennsyl vani a and Jefferson, keep
that in mnd. Al of those
wonderful facilities and the
provi ders who work there are
usel ess. W are nothing if the
dying patient can't cone to us in
tinme.

| wanted to speak today
because t he devel oper and the Mayor
of this proposed arena seemto have
convinced sone of you that a little
traffic, 18,000 arena, just about
two bl ocks away from one of the
first trauma Level 1 center, that
extra tinme of the anbul ance i s okay.

That's what they nmake you beli eve.
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But being late to the ERis the
probl em

Just as you know
according to the Gty traffic study,
not our study, there's nultiple
i ntersections receive a PennDOT
rating less than a D and there was
one getting an F in every scenario,
which is at 7th and Race. The
devel oper had changed their tune on
how t hey deal with the pedestrian
overfl ow about after and before the
event .

First, they said they're
going to close 10th and 11th between
Mar ket and Arch and then we're going
to keep only one | ane open. And
this in this hearing they say, oh,
for the sake of energency care, al
| anes shoul d mai ntai n open. But
where wi Il the people go, the 18, 000
people comng in and | eaving the
st adi um

In our scenario if
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soneone needs energency care in the
wrong place at the wong tine, the
trip tothe ERwll be |ong and

del ayed. This extra mnute will be
di fference between staying alive or
death. Heart attack, stroke,
gunshot, those are the ones that are
dire and tinme-sensitive for us to tr
totreat. It takes as little as
five mnutes for one person to bl eed
out. Just keep that in mnd or any
ot her trauma injuries.

For stroke patients we
say tines equal brain. Every mnute
stroke happens untreated di m ni shes
t he chance of the recovery and
I ncreases chances of permanent brain
damage. Everyone shoul d be asking
if thisis fair for the patient to
have the worst outcone because of
t he bad i dea.

s it right for the
devel oper to potentially cause chaos

so close to the city's only Level 1
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trauma center? And one nore
question: \Wich genius thought they
putting a ride share drop off-off
right next to the hospital is a good
i dea? Whoever put this plan

t oget her, who vote through this
chose to ignore the obvious. The
arena is bad for the health of the
Phi | adel phia city. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you for your testinony. Please
state your name and proceed with
your testinony. And | do want to
just point out that we want to stick
to the two-m nute bell because we
don't want to | ose people who have
signed up to testify. |If it goes on
| onger, then we begin to | ose people
who have to | eave, so we just want
to be respectful of everybody's
time. Thank you so nuch.

M5. MLLER  Good

af t ernoon, Counci |l nembers and
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Presi dent Johnson who is not here
right now M nane is Cndy MIler
and |'ma 40-year resident of West
Philly and District 3, and ny
i1 lustrious Council menber sits here,
Jam e Gauthier. And I vote and |
pay taxes.

The testinonies listing
t he hundreds of reasons as to how
this arena would be a major failure
and racist stain on our city have
all been true. An injury to one is
an injury to all, but the root of
this issue is that this is a class
struggle. Three billionaires who
don't even live in the city
represent the ruling classes versus
t he peopl e, the working-class
resi dents who have given testinony
here and are not nenbers of the
noney- powered ruling class.

Reverend Carl Day
hi ghl i ghted how Bl ack nmal es are

being left out of City project
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pl anning for the future and usually
not even considered. Residents and
busi ness owners in Chinatown are
routi nely disregarded and

di srespected. (Gayborhood residents
feel erased in this process while
Washi ngton West fol ks feel passed
over, but all these groups are not
nmenbers of the noney-powered ruling
cl ass so they can be ignored.

Why over and over again
are we putting our faith in the
ruling class to solve our problens?
We are being hoodw nked by having
noney waved under our noses. It
seens that supporters of this arena
and Gty Council want to just accept
t hese prom ses and believe these
unreal prom ses and sign off.

These billionaires are
not even Phil adel phians. Wy do we
allow themto barge in and build in
our city. Look at Washington's

D. C.' s Chi nat own. Read t he | at est
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SEPTA reports. Listen to doctors
and anbul ance drivers at Jefferson.
Look at David Adel man's track record
as a devel oper and | andlord in West
Philly.

There's a Gty schoo
crisis. There's a nental health
response crisis, housel essness and
addi cti on probl ens are everywhere.
Trunp just got re-elected and we're
spendi ng 40 hours of debate and
testinony on this foolishness.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Ms. MlIler --

M5. MLLER  One | ast
bit. You believe that these
devel opers are com ng froma pl ace
of concern, but they're just
throwi ng noney around. |It's the
classic carrot and the stick. Pay
attention. And in the words of a
great man, you are being banboozl ed.
Solidarity to the working class.

Thank you.
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(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank

you for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with your
testinony and if you can stay within
the two-m nute buzzer, we appreciate
it. Thank you.

M5. CHEN:. Thank you.
Hello. M nanme is Taniri Chen and
I"ma resident of Brewerytown.

Thank you, Council nmenber Jeffrey
Young, Jr. for voting no on the
arena |legislation. |'ma restaurant
wor ker and recently joined the R ce
Coalition after giving a
testinoni al .

| got into the industry
after being inspired by ny
grandparents cooking. Both sets of
nmy grandparents owned restaurants in
Chi nat own, i ncl uding Harnony on 9th
Street and Happy Garden on 10th

Street where (inaudible) nowis.
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Wien | was a kid, | would spend a
lot of tinme in the restaurants after
goi ng to preschool in Chinatown.
Thi s hel ped shape ny culinary

vi ewpoi nt and has becone the reason
why | cook professionally.

As | learned fromny | ast
restaurant job, so many industry
fol ks spend tinme post-shift or on
their few days off in Chinatown.
One of the favorites that was
brought up during norning prep
conversations was Tai Lake as a
bel oved hangout spot. Chinatown is
one of the few places open al nost
every day of the year as well as
| ate nights so it nakes it perfect
for industry people to hang out at.

Chi nat own has al so
shifted the restaurant scene
culturally. As a city staple,

Vi et nam Restaurant recently won a
coveted Janes Beard Award. The

76ers arena woul d inpact these snmall
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busi nesses that keep the restaurant
i ndustry fuel ed and refreshed.

Qur city's culture
thrives off of our vibrant small
busi nesses, especially
Phi | adel phi a's restaurants.
Chinatown is a destination for so
many in the region and beyond.

I nstead we should be invested into
i nfrastructure that supports our
community, especially our youth.
Let's reimagi ne how we can
revitalize our city w thout harm ng
the communities that nake our city
SO0 uni que. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you.

THE CLERK: Wbuld
Al exandra Greco, Lynn Denton, Barb
Hadl ey and Letty Thall, please cone
forward. Again, would Al exandra
Greco, Lynn Denton, Barb Hadl ey and

Letty Thall, please cone forward.
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You will each have two mnutes to
speak. Thank you.

(Wt nesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you. And Ms. Geco, if you could
start. Please state your nane for
the record and proceed.

M5. DENTON:. H . M nane
Is Lynn Denton. |'ma visual artist
and a filmmaker and |I've lived in
Center Gty in District 1 for over
30 years. | have worked with
children in the public schools for
much of that tinme. |[|'ve conducted
projects for Mural Arts. [|'ve shown
at the ACA and at the Pennsyl vani a
Acadeny.

| am appal |l ed that we
woul d even consi der giving these
peopl e, these devel opers, these
billionaires the right to endanger
Chi natown which is a cul tural

treasure. It's a cultural treasure
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that we will never be able to

repl ace. Now, New York has nade
some m stakes with G and Central
Station, with Madi son Square Garden
and their mstakes in tearing down
Madi son Squar e Garden because they
wi |l never get a nonunent |ike that
agai n.

And | am al so appall ed
that we are taking our cultural
heritage and throwng it away for a
few billionaires' pocketbooks. 1'd
like to say that the Arts in
Phi | adel phia bring in 429 mllion in
tax revenue. And | |ooked on the
GBCA website and found exact figures
for what generates this incone. And
the truth is that it's arts and
culture, and that enconpasses a | ot
of things. It enconpasses Chi nat own
and the fact that if we let this go
t hrough, we will lose a cultura
treasure.

' ve known how precious
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this historic treasure is -- okay.
["1l wind it up. But | want to tell
you as an artist who's lived in

Phi | adel phi a and seen the changes in
nmy nei ghbor hood over a period of 40
years, we will never get the
opportunity again to have a cultura
treasure like Chinatown if we |et
this go through and we won't have
the tax revenue for our children and
the schools, what they deserve in
the public schools. |'ve done a |ot
of projects in the public schools
and | know what |'mtal king about.
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you for your testinony. And please
state your nane for the record and
proceed.

M5. GRECO  CGood
afternoon. M nane is Al ex Geco.
I'"'ma constituent of District 1
represented by Mark Squilla. | ama

witer, artist and educator who was
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born and raised in South
Phi | adel phia right by the stadi uns.

In the 36 years | have
lived in South Philadel phia, | have
wi t nessed firsthand the changes in
the StadiumDistrict and the chaos
and frustration such arenas can
cause when not forcibly built
directly on top of highly congested
hi stori c nei ghbor hoods and
pre-existing | ocal businesses.

Wiile | am sadly not
surprised that self-serving
billionaires are |ying, manipulating
and m srepresenting their plans to
carve up the heart of our city for
profit, an area m nd you that has
al ready seen failed corporate
revitalization efforts in recent
years, | am appalled that Council is
seriously considering accepting this
deneani ng treatnent and abandoni ng
the very people and communities that

t hey have vowed to serve.
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Selling out and gutting
our thriving Chinatown and all the
citizens that rely on it all to
appease the whins of |andlords who
have a proven track record of not
caring about the conmunities and
lives they have to bulldoze to turn
sonme nore profit, anyone who has
tried to drive through Chi nat own
currently at rush hour, indeed
anyone who is even payi ng nargi na
attention can see that this is not
only a bad deal in the short term
but a costly m stake in the | ong
termin terns of public noney and
lives. As this is yet another
conplicating factor that would
prevent Phil adel phians from
accessing reliable public
transportation and critical
energency health services into the
future and strike a blow on a
hi storic, cherished and vul nerabl e

nei ghbor hood and the people who rely
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on it.

Per haps the nost urgent
i nperative is this: The next four
years prom se to be extrenely
challenging for big and little
Denocratic cities |ike Philadel phia.
Phi | adel phi ans need to know t hrough
denonstrabl e, tangi bl e | eadership by
our Gty Council that we will be
protected, listened to, respected
and fought for by our el ected
representatives and Council and in
the Mayor's O fice.

| f Council shows it is
willing to bend to the selfish whins
of billionaires and serve up the
peopl e of Phil adel phia and our
treasured institutions to weak
di si ngenuous prom ses of short-term
financial gain, that wll not save
us. What faith can we have that we
wi || weat her what cones next? The
people are united for the common

good. Are you with us?
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(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank

you. Thank you for your testinony.

Can we have you pl ease
state your nanme for the record and
proceed.

M5. HADLEY: Yeah. Good
afternoon. M nane is Barb Hadl ey.
| live at 4th and Locust in District
1. | noved first to Phil adel phia in
1987. | have two reasons for you to
vote no on the arena. First, you
can't m ss poverty in Philadel phia.
We are one of the -- we are the
poorest of the largest 10 cities in
the country.

Until 2022 | worked as
Vi ce-president for Education and
Enpl oynent at Project HOME in North
Phi | adel phia, and | saw up cl ose how
the schools are in dire need of
resources to provi de an adequate
education. 11th and 12th graders

cane to our afterschool prograns
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Monday t hrough Friday hopeful to go
to college, but too many coul dn't
read at the 5th, 6th grade,
soneti mes even 2nd grade |evel, 11th
and 12t h graders.

| told nyself I|ike
poverty is a reason for the
| ow-qual ity education. That's what
we tell ourselves. That's what we
say. | paid wage and property taxes
believing in Gty leaders, in you
i ncluded, that we wll prevail to
fund a good quality education as
much as possible, and this wll
obviously not be true if you give a
weal t hy sports teamtax breaks of
nore than $400 mllion.

Secondl y, what nekes
Phi | adel phi a powerful and bel oved
are its nei ghborhoods. And
Chi natown, yes, it's vul nerable, but
at the sane tine a powerful exanple
of enduring intergenerational

community. | recently met a union
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man from Sout h Phil adel phia Iike
just two weeks ago who said it
better than | can. He said, I'min
t he uni on, we have enough work, we
don't need the arena.

| live in a great
Phi | adel phi a nei ghborhood. | Ilive
in a great Philadel phia nei ghbor hood
on the sane street as grandchildren
of people |I went to high school
with. [|f we destroy Chinatown,
whi ch took generations to build, we
will never get it back. Be the
| eaders that we need. Vote no on
the arena. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed.

MS. THALL: |'m Letty
Thall and |'ve been a Spring Garden
nei ghbor hood resi dent for over 45

years so | know what it neans to
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have access to your hone, |imted by
t hrongs of people, police vehicles
and sonetimes Secret Service who

bl ockade bl ocks.

W know Fourth of July,
Thanksgiving. | won't go through
all the celebrations on the Parkway.
But if you are there at the parade,
| ook around and you'll be able to
see streets are closed so people can
m ngle, can go into the street. Can
you i magi ne the denvolition
construction and use of the arena at
around 11th and Market? \Were are
all these people going to go?

The limted sidewal ks for
the arena and six years' worth of
denolition and construction w ||
I npact the ability of residents and
visitors who cone up from
I ndependence Hall to go to Reading
Term nal and wal k around our city.
Look at the current construction at

8th and Market. That's disruptive
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to SEPTA, to people, to traffic and
it's only those four corners.

The arena is proposed for
18, 000 people. Recently | was at
t he 10, 000 seat Liacouras Center for
a concert. W all had to exit going
north on Broad Street or north on
t he sidewal ks. The Broad Street was
still open to buses, traffic and we
were all |ike a sausage-naking
machi ne trying to squeeze, go north
on the sidewal k so we could cross
Broad to go south. It nade ne think
what's going to happen around gane
time here.

So rather than these
resol utions that anend the benefits
t hat everybody have descri bed, that
we as residents will |ose, |
qgquestion and ask you all as el ected
officials why is the deadline for
maki ng a decision this year, why is
a private conpany whose | ease is

runni ng out can't renegotiate?
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What's the rush? What are the
up-to-date traffic studies, the
I npact on all of us the residents
and busi nesses and nei ghbor hoods
east of Broad, not just Chinatown
but all of the residents.

Jobs are certainly
i nportant and we need them but we
need to nake sure they're long-term
j obs created with guarantee of
living wages and benefits, not just
full-tinme equivalent. Thank you
very much

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you very much

THE CLERK: WII| Stephen
Sabl osky, Linnea Bond, Sonya Chen
and Daria Petragoia, pardon the
pronunci ati on, /Petragoial/, | guess
pl ease conme forward. Again, that
Is -- okay. So Stephen Sabl osky,
Li nnea Bond, Daria Petragoa --

MS. PETRAGO A:
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Pet r agi oa.

THE CLERK: Petragoi a.

MS. PETRAGO A Yes,
there we go. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Sorry.
Pardon nme. And, Bl anche Brown,
pl ease. GCkay. | guess they're not
here. You wll each have two
m nutes to speak. Please state your
nane and begin wth your testinony.

M5. BOND: Thank you. My
nanme is Linnea Bond. | rent a
rowhone with four roommates in the
Spring Garden nei ghborhood. Wth a
proposed arena between ny hone and
Jefferson Hospital, | asked the
Council not to bet ny Iife and ny
nei ghbors' lives on the Sixers nore
than having their current nunber of
driving attendees. That would be an
I nsane bet even if the Sixers were
fundi ng SEPTA, but they have told
you that they won't be spending any

nore noney on our already in-crisis

Page 242

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

public transit system even as they
woul d receive a nmassive tax cut.

No wonder so many peopl e
and nei ghbor hoods and school s and
essential services in this city are
struggling when billionaires get the
green light to avoid paying their
fair share. As a nei ghbor of
Chi natown, | al so stand beside ny
Asi an nei ghbors and pointing to a
| ong history of simlar building
projects across the country that
have gentrified and destroyed
vul nerabl e but culturally inval uable
communi ties |ike Chinatown.

| want to thank the
Council for standing up for our
comuni ties and nonents |'ve seen
you hold Sixers' | eadership
responsi bl e for these questions.

But ultimately we rely on your votes
to prove the comunities matter to
you. | especially want to thank ny

own Counci | nenber Young who has
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vocal |y opposed this arena proposal
on behal f of constituents |ike ne.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed.

M5. PETRAGO A:  Good
af t ernoon, Council nenmbers and
general public. Thank you for
allowi ng ne the chance to testify.
My nane is Daria Petragoia and |
have |ived at 11th and Cinton
Streets for 20 years, so this really
I npacts ne and | want an opportunity
to speak. |'ve never done this
before so | think it's very
I nportant.

| believe the 76ers arena
will definitely be a bad thing for
Phi | adel phia and all of us here.
Cty Hall is prioritizing a priority
and desire of billionaires instead

of focusing on what Phil adel phia
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really needs, affordable housing,
safe schools and funding of all of
our public services.

The arena plan has no
proj ections for working
Phi | adel phi ans but plenty of
projections for billionaires. The
process has been rushed and the
so-call ed CBA was negotiated in
secret between the Mayor and the
billionaires, sidelining our
community voices so |I'mglad we have
an opportunity to speak right now.

The traffic wll
definitely be horrible. You know
t hat the nei ghborhood is already bad
and with the arena, it's just going
to be even worse. The arena wl|
put nore stress on the already
struggling transit system W
al ready don't have reliable public
access to schools and worKk.

The Sixers want to build

on top of Jefferson Station but
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buil ding on top of a transit hub
wi |l require upgrades and additiona
costs. There will be added costs
for an increased service of Regiona
Rail, Broad Street Line and also the
Mar ket - Frankford Line. Who's paying
for the upgrades to Jefferson
Station and the other transit costs
that the construction will require?

Currently there is no
deal in place between the Sixers and
SEPTA and no estimated cost to their
system Nei ghboring Chi nat own,
whi ch we' ve heard already, and the
| ocal businesses wll surely suffer.
How can smal | busi nesses conti nue
when their nei ghborhood is going to
be dismantled? It's a treasure just
like it's been stated before.

Also, howw Il this
proj ect access Jefferson Hospital,
whi ch already is a busy nei ghbor hood
getting people that are having

trauma, energencies. It's a Level 1
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trauma center and it's right in the
m ddl e of the proposed arena. |It's
al ready a very busy area w thout the
arena, and those are ny feelings.
Thank you so much.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you so nuch. Thank you for your
testi nony.

MR. SABLOSKY: Good
aft ernoon, everyone.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
afternoon. Please state your nane
for the record and proceed.

MR, SABLOSKY: My nane is
St ephen Sabl osky. A little while
ago we heard someone nention where's
the creativity and | offer sone
creativity with the proposed site
ot her than Market Street. Just |ike
Madi son Square Garden and Penn
Station and New York City built a
stadiumin the lot at 30th Street
for a mega seating 60 percent | arger

than 18,500 seats, approxi mtely
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30,000 seats. Wiy not nake
sonmet hi ng very huge. W only have
one chance to make it correct. So
therefore we should build sonething
much | ar ger

The area at 30th Street
|'ve had several different estinmates
as far as what is the size of the
lot there. |1've had 20 acres to 40
acres. Several levels -- excuse ne.
Potentially creating a thousand or
nore high-paying jobs. | call this
project the Martin Luther King
Center Stadium tubular cylindrical
hotel conplex w th parking,
revolving top of the hotel King Fu
Chi nese restaurant with
international flavors and favorites.
| ndi an, South of the Border, C assic
Eur opean and surpri ses.

The hotel itself is
adj acent to the stadium and the
hotel has different anmenities to it

as well as far as offering a
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revol ving restaurant at the top.

The hotel itself is about 750 roons
and it offers a Chinese food
restaurant at the top. That's all |
really have to say.

THE CLERK: Thank you,

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed.

M5. BROAN: My nane is
Bl anche Brown. | live in District 3
and work in District 1, and | know
that Council is voting today after
public testinmony to nove two bills
out of Commttee and there are just
way too many unanswered questions to
nove this legislation forward today,
so | want to say that first.

There are many reasons
why | personally oppose the arena.
| think it is a bad deal for

Phi | adel phians. | think it is poor
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ur ban planning, but |I'm here today
to speak on behalf of a large
community of artists who create and
exhibit work in Chinatown. |'mthe
Executive Director of Vox Populi, a
nonprofit gallery and perfornance
venue that has been in operation for
40 years, 20 of which we have had
the pleasure of calling North

Chi nat owmn honme. W work with
hundreds of | ocal artists a year and
there are many ot her nonprofit
gal l eries, collectives and

I ndi vidual artist studios who rent
spaces in Chinatown |ike we do.

Rent has al ready
skyrocketed in the area. Property
t axes have increased by up to 70
percent in Chinatown since 2013.
And according to the 2024 i npact
study conducted by the Gty, 76
Place wll only exacerbate the
Phi | adel phia's Arts and Cul ture

sector has an econom c inpact of 3.3
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billion. And I'mvery concerned
that the backbone of that econony,
the artists and cultural workers who
cal |l Phil adel phia hone, are not
protected by this CBA

This CBA falls far short
for what is needed to protect not
only Chinatown but al so the broader
comuni ty of working-class
Phi | adel phi ans affected by this
deal. What is Council going to do
to protect the artists that |
represent, to protect ny
organi zation's progranm ng that
serves thousands of visitors every
year.

76 Place wll not only
quite literally destroy the cultura
fabric of Chinatown, it wll also
di spl ace and disrupt the Arts
econony that thrives there. Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank

you. Thank you for your testinony.
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Al so, if you have any
guestions that are unanswered, you
can feel free to read theminto the
record nowif you'd like. | think
there are a | ot of questions that
are -- | didn't know if from your
statenment in the beginning I didn't
know i f there was sonething specific
you wanted to ask.

MS. BROMN: | think
overall |ike everything that people
are saying here today are questions
that are certainly to be consi dered
and | don't think by the end of
today's testinony that we're going
to be in a place that's solid enough
to nove forward.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you. Thank you for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

M5. DiSANTO M nane is

Katie Di Santo. | go by Katie. |
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al ready read these proposals the
last time | was here so I'll try to
keep it alittle bit shorter today.
I work at 9th and Arch and we are an
i ndependent | y- owned and oper at ed
smal | business that's been in
Chi natown for 72 years.

| wal k by the proposed
arena site every day. And |ike over
73 percent of ny fellow citizens, |
want you to reject Bill 240966 and
its related bills. The Cty's own
studi es which actually have a copy
of here predict that ny business is
one of the businesses that will not
survive the half baked plan for
arena construction, traffic and
oper ati on.

|'"ve been eligible to
vote in Philadel phia for 14 years
and | ama pro-union voter, but I'm
appal l ed that any of ny fellow
wor ki ng- cl ass Phi | adel phi ans woul d

be willing to throw our careers,
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hones, health and famlies in the
trash in order to replace us with a
few tenporary jobs and increased
profits for a private club for a few
weal t hy outsiders. Thank you.

| wanted to address
sonet hi ng that was brought up by a
panel earlier today. Howis limted
parking for arena attendees going to
be enforced on 40 to 70 random days
of the year? Wo is paying for the
messagi ng and enforcenent of these
proposed limts? There have been
many ni ghts where |'ve needed to use
a car to take equipnent to or from
our small business where |I've had to
sit intraffic and circle the bl ocks
for up to 30 mnutes |ooking for a
parking spot in Chinatown as it is,
so it's logical to assune that
t housands of people will be trying
to do the sane thing on gane nights,
and there's no reasonable way to

slice this. That would elimnate
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the issue. That woul d choke out
| ocal busi nesses and stunt any
future grow h.

Furthernore, | really am
confused why Council is allow ng
this proposal to be so rushed in
light of the upcom ng
Adm nistration's plans for sweeping
tariffs. W can expect cost of
construction materials to increase
by 20 percent or nore if Counci
approves this plan before the
I naugur ati on denolition happens and
then what, six to nine nonths from
now, the price of the project
skyrockets and 76 DevCo is no | onger
willing or able to spend the anount
on the project that's necessary.

We'll be left with a huge
hole in the ground and no plan if
Council wants to make this ganble
with our future and lives, there's
no good reason to do it. Now, we

ask that you instead invest in real
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nei ghbors who already |ive and work
here and revisit this conversation
next year or preferably never. But
I f you won't do that, respectfully
next election we wll find new

Counci | menbers who wll listen and
wor k for the people and not for

profiteering parasites. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. Thank you for your testinony.

THE CLERK: W/ Sarah
Gersch --

M5. Di SANTO Ch, sorry.
| couldn't quite hear what you were
sayi ng.

THE CLERK: W/ | Sarah
Gersch, Calvin Wllians, Mary G aham
and Lina Ruth Dui ker, please cone
forward. Again, Sarah Cersch,
Calvin Wllianms, Mary G aham Lina
Rut h Dui ker, please cone forward.
You w Il each have two m nutes to
speak.

(Wtnesses approached
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Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
aft er noon.

M5. GERSCH.  Good
af t er noon.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and proceed.

M5. GERSCH. MWy nane is
Sarah Gersch. Al the people who
have testified so far have been so
inpressive. | feel alittle out of
nmy depth, but | amin the service
industry. | work in the restaurant
i ndustry here in Philadel phia. |
live in the 1st District and I am
di sgusted that our Mayor woul d put
Phi | adel phians in this position.

| amin the |large
per cent age of Phil adel phi an
residents who understand what it
means to |ive paycheck to paycheck,
so | can absol utely understand why

sone of our union workers and
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| aborers mght feel tenpted by this
proposal or why City Council or the
Mayor mght feel tenpted by this
pr oposal .

A quick influx of cash
for the Gty sounds good. The
prom se of sone good union | abor
j obs sounds good and how can we turn
our nose down at that when we as a
city are struggling so nmuch right
now. We know the Cty needs noney
to fund our schools, our public
transit and our infrastructure and
we know t hat we need good uni on
j obs.

But let ne say this
t hough. That feeling of how can we
turn this down is by design. This
arena will cost $1.3 billion to
build, a price tag that the ngjority
of us can't even begin to fathom
But let nme assure you that cost is
nothing to the billionaires who want

to buildit. W could just
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magi cal ly erase $1.3 billion from
the net worth of Josh Harris and
David Blitzer and they woul dn't even
notice. They would still have the
noney to take care of their children
and their children's children in a

| avish lifestyle forever.

Every dollar of profit
that gets spent fromthis arena wl|
get sucked up into the cloud of
their net worth and will never be
circul ated back into our
communities. Again, they don't even
live here. But every dollar that we
spend at the businesses in Chinatown
i s used and needed by the peopl e who
own busi nesses there and get spent
back into our |ocal communities and
I's being taxed properly by our Gty
Counci | .

This project threatens
the heart of one of our city's
cherished communities. And again, |

say that's by design. The nore we
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concede to billionaires owning our
communi ties, the nore power that
they have to do this next tine when
they're com ng for your
nei ghbor hood. So pl ease vote no.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. Thank you for your testinony.

Good afternoon.

MR WLLIAMS: Good
af t er noon.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed.

MR, WLLIAMS: M nane is
Calvin WIllianms and thank you for
the opportunity. Two mnutes is not
alot to bring lived experience to
the table but I'll nmake a stab at
it. | was enployed in Center Gty
for over 35 years. 25 years plus at
8th and Market Street wth a major
retail er departnment store.

Across the street for
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over 10 years in the Minicipa
Service Building | know Center City

fromVine to Pine, fromriver to

river. | know it street |evel and
underneath |l evel |ike the back of ny
hand. |'m al so a seasoned

ti cketholder with the 76ers now
since 1992, and prior to that a
partial season ticketholder for five
years.

| just want to say that
you have to live the thing in order
to qualify to say it's a Philly
thing and it is a Philly thing, that
t he nei ghborhoods built the
Phi | adel phia plan, brand and all
those things. Now, in our
nei ghbor hoods | know from experience
that we can't cross the line
sonetinmes with fear of bodily harm
But as a city and nei ghbor hoods we
found places in this city where we
can be civilized and where we act

| i ke human beings with sister and
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brotherly | ove and our fashions.

Now, we find places in
this city where we can live with
each other like that. To nanme a
few, the Reading Term nal
Ri ttenhouse Square, South Street, at
one tine the Gallery. But above al
of those, the nost place that we
find unity as comunities is in
South Philly in the parking lots
before ganmes and after ganmes. W
are famly.

| am saying to you at
this tinme, and | try to be real
brief because this gets rea
personal, is that |'ve seen the
good, bad and the ugly with the
organi zation of the 76ers over these
years, but a lot of us in here have
been coaches or we've been in teans.
We had to put the teans together for
canpai gns. And nowhere can |
i magi ne that anyone has a phil osophy

to build a teamto |ose, to | ose
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with a phil osophy saying that | have
to |l ose consistently in order to
win. What kind of culture is that.
And | ask you who do you
trust, people like the old tine that
we had the problemw th bringing
East Market Street -- |I'll be real
quick if | can please. 1In the old
days with the Councilman O Neill and
wi th Paul Levy. Wen our team --
when our City | eaders cane to this
body and asked to do Market Street
East, a Quaker naned Stockton
Strawbri dge was a | eader and he
brought us through all of those
things in bringing in the rest of
the | eaders of the city. | am
asking you to keep our famly in
Sout h Phil adel phia, bring in a
soccer teamto add with it so that
we can live in harnmony with each
ot her. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
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you, M. WIIlians.

THE CLERK: W11 Debra
Zel Il ner, Jethro Hei ko, Jackson
Pl um ee and Adam Shel | horse, pl ease
cone forward. Again, that is Debra
Zel l ner, Jethro Hei ko, Jackson
Pl um ee and Adam Shel | horse, pl ease
come forward. You each will have
two mnutes to speak.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

M5. ZELLNER: H . [|I'm
Debra Zel |l ner, professor eneritus.
I"'min District 5. One of the prine
notivators in approving the 76ers
arena i s the nunber of jobs,
particularly construction jobs that
it wll supposedly provide in the
city. On Novenber 19th, Elaine
McGQuire from|BEWLocal 98 told
Council that the 76ers arena woul d
provide "9,000 jobs for the Building
Tr ades. "

| found that to be a
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rat her high nunber, so | | ooked at
what Mayor Parker had said about the
agreenent she had reached. In her
press rel ease she said "the arena
woul d create over 1,000 construction
and operations jobs." This nunber
I's consistent with the nunber of
| obs projected by the economc
i npact anal ysis done by CSL. They
project a total of 1,070 jobs for
Pennsyl vania, 710 for Philly.

O those 710 Philly jobs,
260 woul d be construction jobs. So
| wondered where did the 9,000 jobs
for the Building Trades nunber cone
from | found at 76place.comthe
foll owi ng statenent regarding the
arena: It wll directly create plus
9,00 construction jobs for Philly
resi dents.

This is clearly not true.
It appears that the nunbers provided
by CSL are closer to the truth than

t hose provided by the Sixers.
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Sonet hing simlar happened with the
Bui | ding of All egi ance Stadium hone
of the Las Vegas Raiders. The state
| egi sl at ors who approved the deal
were told that it would provide
18, 700 construction jobs, but it
turned out that it generated only
900. The people who were m sl ed
wer e not pl eased.

G ven that the arena wll
probably generate 250 construction
j obs and 450 ot her jobs, the
guesti on becones at what cost. The
community inpact anal ysis found that
about hal f, 155 of the businesses in
Chi nat own, woul d be negatively
I npacted by building the arena.
That neans job loss for the people
who own and are enpl oyed by those
busi nesses. That coul d gut
Chi nat own.

| f SEPTA cannot get the
noney needed to add trains, the

gridlock in Chinatown and el sewhere
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wi Il push out nore snmall busi nesses.
Looked at that way it isn't such a
win for Philly. There's no reason
to think that the arena wll result
in nore devel opnent on East Market
Street that m ght generate nore

j obs.

In fact, the BJH report
concl uded that "inpacts on Market
East are inconclusive." Hoping for
revitalization does not produce it.
Take for exanple the Prudenti al
Center in New York, New Jersey
opened in 2007 and owned by Harris
Blitzer. It was to revitalize
downt own Newark. | lived up there.

17 years later it is
still surrounded by huge surface
parking | ots where devel opnent was
supposed to occur --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Ms. Zell ner, please --
M5. ZELLNER Pl ease

reject the building of the arena in
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this location. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you so nuch.

Who's next? Please state
your nane for the record and
proceed.

MR HEIKG M nane is
Jethro Heiko. | live in East Cak
Lane so I'min the 9th District. |
| ove Chinatown. | urge you to vote
no on this proposal. Over 20 years
ago | connected w th Chi nat own
activists who were fighting the
Phillies ballpark proposed for
Chi nat owmn because | as a young
communi ty organi zer in Boston was
responsi ble for the successfu
stopping of the denolition of Fenway
Park, a five-year canpai gn where ne
and the organization | worked for
suffered many insults fromthe
bui | di ng trades of Boston, including

death threats.
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So | take it very
seriously the opposition to arenas
to stadiuns and to projects that
give a |lot of prom ses but never
deliver. O course people may not
find Wells Fargo to be as historic
yet as Fenway Park, but it is an
i nportant part of the city as we
heard just two speakers ago. |
found that very noving and very
difficult to follow to be honest.

So not only are prom ses
never kept but even | ooking at the
details of the comunity benefits
agreenent, it's woefully inadequate.
Not that any CBA shoul d ever be
considered if a project itself is
not worthy of consideration, and
this project clearly is not. It's
poorly cited. It will considerably
damage Jefferson Station, an
i ncredi bl e cost to taxpayers.

The idea that this is not

going to be a taxpayer-funded
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project is not accurate. In fact,
|'ve attended the | ast nine School
Board neetings for the | ast nine
nont hs, | ess than two days before
the | ast School Board neeting. The
agenda itemwas inserted to provide
a TIF amendnent and to vote in favor
of everything you need to then
support if this project were to go
forward. And | think that speaks to
the last thing I'll say.

These projects are
al ways, always a consi derabl e
di straction from denocracy, a
subversion and corruption of public
process, and | ess than two nonths
before a Republican President wl|
t ake power in the White House and do
conservabl e damage to the city.
This Gty Council should spend their
time, spend your time doing the work
of the city, including supporting
and protecting i nmgrants who wl |

definitely be targeted by this next
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Adm nistration. And it's tine to
put an end to this charade. It's a
horri ble project and you must vote
no on it.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you for your testinony.

MR PLUMLEE: Menbers of
City Council and staff. Thank you
for your tinme and this opportunity
to speak. My nane is Jackson
Plum ee and |I'm a | andscape
architect, urban planner, UPenn
graduate and a proud vol unt eer
nmenber of Philly Thrive, an
envi ronnmental justice organization
in Gays Ferry.

We're fighting for
residents' rights to breathe, stay
and thrive as the South Philly
refinery redevel opnent noves
forward. |'m here because Market
East and the refinery redevel opnent

are both generational opportunities
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to remake our city and we cannot
afford to waste them

Pl ease i magi ne these
ideas: A library cafe and community
center with hundreds of units of
af f ordabl e housi ng above a conmunity
food hub with space for | ocal
busi nesses and child care for their
wor kers or a transformation of the
Fashion District into a |lush garden
under glass and a community space
offering centralized access to
housi ng, health care and jobs
resour ces.

These ideas were just a
few of nmany generated by hundreds of
Chi nat own residents, organizers and
busi ness owners at a conmunity
desi gn workshop in January at the
Center for Art and Architecture,
which | attended. G ays Ferry
resi dents have devel oped sim | ar
visions for their own nei ghborhood

and the refinery site.
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But despite the
dedi cation and creativity of these
communities, their ideas are often
thrown away and di sm ssed in favor
of short-sighted proposals |ike an
arena |l ocated to weak havoc on our
culture, comrerce and infrastructure
or a sprawling 1300-acre |ogistics
hub paved over 150 years of refinery
cont am nat i on.

Now, imagine this, 30
years from now after the Sixers have
noved away the Schuyl kill continues
to flood higher, Chinatown's |egacy
busi nesses are replaced by Qdoba and
McDonal d's, SEPTA's service is cut
and the devel opers have | ong
di sappeared failing to honor their
CBA commtnents. W're going to
| ook back and we're going to ask,
why did we settle for these terrible
ideas. Wiy did we prioritize easy
noney over | ong-termvision.

We had the chances to
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plan for climte change, to preserve
our culture and to fight the

af fordabl e housing crisis, but we
wasted them Thankfully we can
still change course if you vote no.
If we listen to the people, we can
create sonething innovative,
sonet hi ng sust ai nabl e, sonet hi ng
truly transformative for our city.
Phi | adel phia is full of inmagination
and prom se and we deserve so nuch
better than what these devel opers
are offering. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed.

MR, SHELLHORSE: Thank
you, Conmi ssioners. M nane is Adam
Shel | horse, District 1. 240963 is
the resolution |'m addressi ng today.
Thank you for listening to ne. |

just wanted to take a m nute and
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just congratulate all these speakers
who have spoken their mnd with
regard to our beautiful conmunity,

t he Chi natown community as well as
the city. Thank you so nmuch. |
want to give you guys appl ause just
for the wonderful work.

What this gentl eman said,
what the other gentleman said, so
many are just nenorable and | hope
you guys go back and listen to these
because | do. | went to the public
hearing on the 21st and we had a
very remarkabl e speaker from Tenpl e
University, Dr. Bill King, a
pedi atrici an, who spoke at |ength
and he said that this is a bad, bad,
bad idea. And | quote it because he
tal ked about how it would be the
plan of a super villain to create
such event gri dl ock.

My nane is Adam
Shel |l horse and I'ma Tenpl e

Prof essor and | nade the comrent
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that many of the Cty Conm ssioners
were | ooking at their cell phones
and being distracted while the
people were talking. And | really
hope that you guys will listen to
t he peopl e because it's so
I nport ant.

| know you guys are
Denocrats. | know you guys want and
mean well for the city and | thank
you for your service to the city,
but really these testinonies nean a
|l ot and | hope you go back and
listen and study it at |ength,
because what Dr. Bill King said
about event gridlock is probably the
nost serious issue at hand here in
ternms of you're going to cause
death, right. You're going to
create problens when you have
25-m nute gridlock on night ganes
and so forth.

Anot her issue that |

brought up in ny previous study was
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that these stadiuns are
shortsighted. The D.C exanple, the
D.C. Arena, right. The W zards
wanted to nove after | ess than 20
years. This is a trend nationally,
right. So we have to be carefu

when we open up our city and |et
teans conme in because they're going
to want to nove out again and what
have you done. Just think ahead.

VWhat this gentl eman was
saying, it's dystopian, right, that
all of a sudden you've destroyed
this ethnic hub that's so wonderful.
W all like to go to Chinatown and
for what, for 20 years of
basketball. | |ike what the
gentl eman said, keep it in South
Philly, right.

So | want to continue
here. The story of Philadel phia's
Chi natown mrrors other Chinatowns
across the nation, right. After the

W zards acquired Capital One arena
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where the city covered

pre-devel opnent cost to acquire and
denol i sh properties, entrepreneurs

I n Washi ngton's Chi nat own voi ced
concerns about prices of real estate
skyrocketi ng and parking inpacts on
busi nesses in the area.

A decade later in D. C
nost Chi nese residents were forced
to nove out due to unaffordable
housi ng. The parking shortage | ed
to the closure of the |ast Chinese
grocery store, accelerating the
decline of the Chinese Anerican
popul ation in the area to fewer than
300 residents today.

lronically as D.C.'s
arena now rel ocates to the suburbs
that they're trying to the comunity
is |left behind having endured
irreversi ble destruction while in
the mdst of its recovery fromthe
pandemc. So | think D.C. is a very

cl ose exanple. W need to pay
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attention to that. These stadiuns
want to nove all the time, right.
And it's just all this destruction
at what price, right --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

M. Shell horse, please sunmari ze.

MR SHELLHORSE: |'m
finishing right here. | just want
to say please do the right thing.
Say no to the arena. Say yes to
t hese wonderful voices, your
constituents. W' re keeping up with
y'all. W wll vote you out if you
do not support Chinatown and Philly.

Representative Squilla --

(Appl ause.)

MR SHELLHORSE: One
second, one second. Representative
Squilla --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

M. Shell horse, please --

MR, SHELLHORSE: -- his

brother is an official with the

Carpenters Union and they are maki ng
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back deals, right. So we don't, you
know - -

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

M. Shel | horse, pl ease.

MR. SHELLHORSE: -- and
this kind of thing we need to be
careful. Thank you very nuch for
Chi nat own.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: WII| -- and
I'"'mgoing to struggle with this
pronunciation but I'Il try --

Yi ngxi an Chen Shel | horse, Mark T.
Roberts, Marya Camilleri and Talia
Young, please cone forward.

Yi ngxi an Chen Shel | horse, Mark
Roberts, Maria Camlleri and Talia
Young, please cone forward. You
will each have two m nutes to speak.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  You
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can pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed.

MR. ROBERTS: Sure. M
name is Mark Roberts. MW wfe and
are 20-year residents of WAsh West.
W oppose the arena. Fromthe Gty
Council website there is no stated
pur pose of public testinony but only
that it is permtted at speci al
neetings and for specific issues.
Most people would think that that's
for the public to give opinion,
present facts or ask questions about
t he i ssues at hand.

Al so, unstated on the
website is what Gty Council does
wi th our testinony but hopefully
they consider it. And that when
| egitimate, answerabl e questions are
asked, there is sonme way of | earning
the answer to those questions. |In
all the testinony hearings on the
arena project to date, we have heard

a lot of serious questions put to
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and sone even asked by City Counci
| can't list themall here but
several cone immediately to m nd.

Why are Chi natown's
obj ections being | eft unaddressed?
WIIl there or won't there be a
support beam under an arena hol di ng
18,000 fans? Were is the guarantee
our | oved ones are safe in an
anbul ance going to the Jeff Level 1
Trauma Center on an event day? Wen
did the construction period go from
three to six years? |f 70 percent
of residents don't want the arena
why woul d trade uni on demands nean
nore to City Council than those of
residents, especially since there'l
be uni on jobs wherever this thing
gets built.

Even with the state's new
m | lions, SEPTA cannot support the
Si xers threshol d of 40 percent
transit arrivals to prevent

crippling gridlock. So now what?
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There has not been an acceptable
traffic report yet. Wiy not? WII
even the Council menbers questi ons of
the Sixers be answered?

My testinony question is
how can the Council vote yes w thout
the answer to these questions and
many others. Basically ny testinony
is not gquestions. [It's the answers
that we -- where do we see the
answers to all the questions that
everybody' s aski ng because you
couldn't vote on what is present
now. | don't understand how you
could you could say, well, yes, but
we're not sure if they're going to
be able to put a beamto hold keep
18, 000 people safe. So do the
guestions get answered before the
vote? Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you.

M5. YOUNG Thank you,
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Gty Council for having us.
Everybody get up and stretch. W
have been sitting for way too | ong.
Everybody get up stretch your
bodi es, all of you, all of you --
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
You're cutting into your two
m nutes, m' am
M5. YOUNG But if people
aren't paying attention it doesn't

matter and | want people awake. MW

name is Talia Young. | live --
sorry, now | have to sit. | live in
District 1. | have lived in the

Gaybor hood for nore than 20 years.
My kid was born at Pennsyl vani a
Hospital and goes to school in
Chinatown also in District 1. I'ma
smal | busi ness owner and a teacher.
Per haps you can tell, but | am here
today as a parent.

W are here to present
our petition Parents of Phil adel phia

students against Center City 76
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Pl ace arena, which has 600
signatures representing children who
attend nore than 50 schools from al
of the Council Districts across the
city at a tinme when many of the
Phi | adel phia District schools are in
need of significant repairs,
el ectrical upgrades,
ai r-conditioning, asbestos renoval.
It is irresponsible and i moral for
our City governnent to consider what
amounts to a $1 billion tax break to
three billionaires who do not even
live in Philadelphia city limts.

As we know, the proposed
arena is on the doorstep of two
hi storically marginalized
communi ti es, Chinatown and the
nei ghbor hood, and threatens their
exi stence. Both of these
nei ghbor hoods provi de our youth a
safe haven from bul | yi ng, racism
honmophobi a and transphobi a.

This arena wll al so
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I npact our famlies and children by
six years of denvolition and
construction to breathing toxic air
having to nmake alternative
transportation plans through the
very center of the city where all of
our transit goes through, including
Jefferson Rail Station, 11th Street
El, the 45 and 23 bus routes. Wile
critical city infrastructure such as
SEPTA faces an i nm nent debt spiral
in ternms of public funding and
critical cuts.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you for your testinony.

M5. YOUNG  Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed.

M5. CAM LLERI: M nane
is Marya Camlleri and | live in
Council District 3, Jame's

District, and | oppose Bill 240963.
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I"'mgoing to read the rest of our
petition. The Sixers plan to pay
zero property taxes even though
famlies across the city are
struggling and our schools need that
revenue to survive and thrive.

The arena CBA offers a
poul try anmount of noney for schools
anounting to 1.50 per student.

Shoul dn't our kids be worth nore
than a pack of gum per year? The

| ack of transparency and stifling of
parent, student and community
engagenent exhi bited by the

Phi | adel phi a School Board and Cty
Hal | are not characteristic of a
true denocracy.

We all expect our taxes
to fund children's education and
public infrastructure. W need not
line the pockets of billionaires.
We urge our City Council nenbers to
put our kids and comrunities first.

Vote no on the 76 Pl ace arena. W
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had hundreds of coments, but we
just wanted to highlight a few.

One, the traffic is
al ready bad. People will not be
able to get to the hospital for
energencies. | delivered ny baby in
my car on 8th and Market on the way
to Pennsylvania Hospital in 2022.
Two, SEPTA is the school bus for a
| ot of mddle and high school kids.
A maj or disruption of the SEPTA
system due to the construction
renovation of Jefferson Station
woul d I'i kely have cascadi ng effects
on a broad swath of kids and
famlies throughout Philly. Having
all of the sports stadiuns in South
Philly is an effective way to all ow
easy access for those who wish to
enj oy those events w thout
negatively affecting the Gty
Center.

Three, | am both a parent

of a student and a teacher in the
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School District. M classroom has
crunbling plaster and warped fl oors,
br oken desks. Wy are we funding an
arena that is going to do great
damage to the nei ghbor hoods of ny
students when our schools are
falling apart?

Four, 1'd |li ke to denmand
a provision in the bills Council is
considering that no bathroomin 76
Pl ace can have a stall door until
all the bathroons and the kids'
school s have stall doors.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Pl ease summari ze.

M5. CAM LLERI: Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:. Wel |,
t hank you for your testinony.

THE CLERK: WI | Kaia
Chau, Tyler Lian, Rachel Lewi s and
Jacquel i ne Wng, pl ease cone
forward. Again, Kaia Chau, Tyler

Li an, Rachel Lew s, Jacqueline Wng,
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pl ease cone forward. You wll each
have two m nutes to speak.

(Wt nesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Good
aft er noon.

M5. LEWS: Good
af t er noon.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: State
your nane for the record and
proceed.

M5. LEWS:. M nane is
Rachel Lewis and |I'ma constituent
of District 1 residing in Port
Ri chnond. | love the city of
Phi | adel phia and our sports teans.
[''m al so a honeowner and a taxpayer
in the city, but nost inportantly
' m soneone who has grave concerns
about the proposed arena noving
forward

Merri am Webst er defines
the verb revitalize as to grow new

life or vigor to sonething. Wile |
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think we can agree revitalization of
Mar ket East is inportant, are we
okay to give new life at the
detrinment and destruction of

anot her.

| certainly do not trust
t he process bei ng pushed forward to
rush | egislation of a proposed arena
t hat woul d severely inpact Chinatown
as a community, provide tax benefits
when we have critical funding needs,
propose an insufficient CBA and
strai n SEPTA beyond current
chal | enges.

Earlier this year we had
school s unable to operate due to
extrene heat as a consequence of no
air-conditioning in their buildings
and we have many schools facing
closure. W should be ensuring that
students have basic necessities to
| earn in a proper environnment anong
many, many other critical issues in

Phi | adel phi a above pushing forward
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an arena proposal that wll
negatively disrupt our city's
identity and citizens. | stand with
the majority of people in Philly and
ask that you please vote no to the
arena proposal. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you for your testinony.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed.

M5. WONG M nane is
Jacki e Wong.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Pl ease speak into the m crophone.
We can't hear you.

M5. WONG  You can't hear
ne. GCkay. Can | start?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yes.

M5. WONG | cone here to
speak as a uni on nenber and an
activist in Chinatown and I'mal so a

seni or, and unfortunately many, nany
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seniors are not able to cone to
speak.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Pl ease proceed. |'msorry. |
didn't hear you state your nane
before --

M5. WONG  Jacquel i ne
Wong.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you, Ms. Wng.

M5. WONG As a senior --
as a union nenber | understand why
peopl e want a job. They want to
have a good living. Philadelphiais
a town of unions. The brothers and
sisters of our unions would not have
no jobs. Regardless where the arena
will be built it won't inpact our
uni on nenbers.

Chi natown is not just for
the Chinese community. It's also
for our immgrants from Sout heast
Asia. It's a vibrant community. M

personally |I go to Chi natown every
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week to go grocery shopping, visit
ny friends and have dimsumwth ny
friends, and it's also a place where
whenever there's a holiday that's
where we gat her.

In ny heart Chinatown is
a rather safe place. Fifty years
ago the first tinme | stepped foot
into the Phil adel phia Chi nat own as
soon as | got there, | felt already
confortable and | felt an ease.
Public safety is a particular
concern to our District 4 Council man
M. Jones, District 8 Councilwonman
Ms. Bass and District 10
M. ONeill. W all know how
I mportant a safe place is. W do
not want to bring destruction to
such a safe pl ace.

Tal ki ng about nyself, all
nmy medi cal providers are all working
in Jefferson. |1'ma senior with
di abetes and | al so have difficulty

wi th novenents. |If you were to
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build an arena at 10th Street and
Market Street, it really wll make
me feel unsafe and |'mvery unhappy
about it.

If I were to fall or have
an acci dent, the energency vehicle
will not be able to nmake it through.
Wthout the public transit, arena is
not able to be built or be
supported. Just two days ago
Governor Shapiro promsed to fund
$153 mllion to SEPTA to prevent the
hike in fare. ay. However, the
devel opers still want to use our
t axpayer noney to build the arena.

In the public hearing on
hel d on Novenber 19th in 2024 SEPTA
testified that in order to renovate
t he underground area of the SEPTA
station to support the arena, it
woul d require $50 million. After
the arena to start operating SEPTA
woul d require additional 25 mllion

annually to regul ate the schedul e
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for the crowd control.
As a union menber of the
PFT and the Principal union, in 2011
| personally w tnessed the cl osures
of many school s, including TSS.
Ri ght now t he public school s of
Phi | adel phia are facing the sane
i ssue. As Councilman M. Johnson
nmenti oned, our public schools need
funding to build better education,
better future for our Kkids.
So the whole world knows

t hat Phi |l adel phi ans | ove our sports
teans. |'mvery concerned that
regardl ess -- whether in terns of
the safety issue before and after
gane |I'mvery concerned. | fee
that it's going to be quite unsafe.
One nore tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yes,
am

M5. WONG And if the
arena gets built, then for our other

| ater generation they won't be able
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to see the existence of Chinatown.
It will disappear gradually.
Finally, I want to say please say no
to arena in heart of Center City.
Pl ease protect and | ove our next
generation, our Chinatown. Reduce
the traffic burden for the entire
Phi | adel phi a, inprove public
transit. At the end we all have to
answer to our young ones for the
deci si on we nake today.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you. Thank you for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed. Pl ease
state your nane for the record and
proceed. Yes.

MS. GREENBERG MWy nane

is Donna Greenberg. | live in
Council District 5 and I'Il be
speaking on Bill 240963. 1'm 74

years old and a lifelong

Phi | adel phian. | live not far from
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Chinatown. As a retired
acupuncturist, |'ve spent many years
i n Chinatown's restaurants, shops
and herbal stores.

| know what a treasure
this community is. Qur city is
great because of the richness that
different cultures provide. W nust
protect them None is nore
i nportant than Chinatown, which is
150 years old. It has experienced
many upheaval s, including the one
that split Chinatown in tw to
construct the Vine Street
Expressway. That created traffic
j ams, safety problens and pollution.
Al of which will result if the
proposed arena is built next to
Chi nat own.

Deaf eni ng noi se,
destruction and debris will confront
resi dents and businesses in
Chinatown if they're forced to live

t hrough years of denolition and
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construction. This wll make it
hazar dous for those who |ive and
wor k in Chinatown to get around
their community. Local patrons and
tourists will stay away. Traffic
will be heavier than it already is.
Children will find it difficult to
wal k to their schools and

nei ghbor hood centers.

Thi s uni que conmunity
will be torn apart. Its welcom ng
lively atnmosphere will shut down as
50 percent of |ocal restaurants and
busi nesses stand to | ose revenue.
This will make it unaffordable for
people in Chinatown to |ive and work
| eading to their displacenent. One
of the few remai ni ng Chi natowns in
the united States could di sappear.
Pl ease say no to the arena. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank

you for your testinony.
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W Il Yannick Trapnman-

O Brien, Sarah Heim Samant ha Xander
and Lauren MCut cheon, pl ease cone
forward. Again, that's Yannick
Trapman- O Bri en, Sarah Hei m
Samant ha Xander and Lauren

McCut cheon, pl ease cone forward.

You will each have two m nutes to
speak.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Pl ease state your nane for the
record and proceed.

MR. O BRIEN. Thank you
very nmuch. M nane is Yannick
Trapman-O Brien. |'ma West
Phi | adel phia resident in the 3rd
Congressional District and | work
nost days in Center City. The CBA
clainms it will provide funds to
| ever age new econoni ¢ opportunity.
But what is the lived cost of that
opportunity. Who wll pay for it
and who w Il benefit fromit?

In that first panel we
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heard peopl e tal k about the
I nportance of being neighborly. On
top of all the disruptions
previ ously nentioned the residents
of Chi natown, the Gayborhood,
Washi ngton Square West, they've
spent decades buil di ng i ntangible
value with each other just |ike
everyone here has done in their own
nei ghbor hoods.

When we know our
nei ghbors, when we nake a ritual of
havi ng di m sumw th our friends,
when we know whi ch houses have the
best candy on Hal | oween, when we
know exactly how long it wll take
to get to the corner store and grab
one thing off the shelf and get
home, when our children go to the
sanme school building we did because
It was not shut down, these are rea
things that materially benefit our
lives. They have val ue.

The CBA offers a limted
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financial investnent, one they don't
really want to budge on. But you
can't just turn noney into any of
these things that |'ve descri bed.
Even with fundi ng, rebuilding
connections, living through years of
traffic and construction and
pollution, fighting to keep
resi dents and busi nesses from bei ng
priced out to nake sure residents
feel safe in their nei ghborhood,
working to not |let the unique
character of our nei ghborhoods
becone what we've heard descri bed
today as hal f-baked and boring
(dobas and McDonal d's, all of that
wll take tine, all of that wll
take energy and work. And the 76ers
managenent will not do that work.
Residents will have to and who w ||
conpensate themfor that.

The issue before us is
not a referendum on just one

devel opnment project. This is an
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auction where we are debating the
mar ket price of the value that

Phi | adel phi a's nei ghbors build with
each other. And when devel opers
inevitably cone to see what profit
they can seek out of your

nei ghbor hood, they will look to

t hese proceedings to see what they
can get away wth.

So | encourage every
Counci | renber here today and every
resident in Philadel phia to listen
very carefully to what each
Counci | mrenber says with their
actions because they are telling us
exactly what they think our
nei ghbor hoods are worth. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank
you. Thank you for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed.

M5. HEIM  CGood

afternoon. M nane is Sarah Heim
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I"'ma lifelong Phil adel phia resident
from East Mount Airy, District 8, a
Central H gh School graduate and a
current Penn student in urban
studies. |I'mhere to testify in
opposition to the proposed arena.

The proposal itself and
the entire process surrounding it
has been utterly disrespectful, not
only to the Chinatown community but
to all Phil adel phi ans. The Mayor
announced her endorsenent of the
pl an | ong before hearing public
testinony and after repeatedly
denying invitations fromcommunity
| eaders to visit Chinatown and
di scuss the proposal there.

| nst ead she continues to
call last mnute neetings at Gty
Hal | even on the night of the
M d-autum Festival. Myor Parker
and the devel opers don't even care
to know the community they are

i ntent on destroying. The

Page 304

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

devel opers have continued to insist
that the arena will benefit the
city, even after their own inpact
report denonstrates the expected
harnful effects on nearby
nei ghbor hoods.

Communi ty nmenbers have
expressed worries about
di spl acenent, noi se pollution and
poor air quality fromconstruction
and traffic congestion. |Instead of
responses to their concerns,
residents were offered Sixers
tickets in the Conmunity Benefit
Agr eenent negoti ated between Mayor
Par ker and the devel opers w t hout
their input.

They consi der the
di spossessi on and suffering of
Phi | adel phi ans to be a viable
busi ness venture. Phil adel phia does
not tolerate this disrespect. 76
Place is just one of too many

devel opnment projects that clains to
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know what's best for Philly.

Chi nat own has spoken.
Phi | adel phi a has spoken. City
Council must listen. W do not want
this arena. Don't |et these
billionaires or their political
nmout hpi eces tell you ot herw se.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed.

M5. XANDER: Thank you.
Good afternoon. [|'m Samant ha
Xander. It doesn't look |ike ny
Di strict Council nenber is here and
we're mssing others, so | do hope
they listen later. |'ve waited a
long tinme to speak and m ssing work
to do so because | believe
passionately in this issue.

| live and pay property
taxes in District 1 and both ne and

nmy husband own busi nesses in this
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District. |'ma double Tenple alum
and nmy law firm services disabl ed
resi dents of Phil adel phia and
beyond. Qur child attends MCall,
the public elenmentary school in the
catchment of the proposed arena. W
are Sixers fans, including ny
12-year-old who | oves basketbal |,
plays it al nost every single day and
| oves our team and goes to ganes.
This is not about that.
It's about the billionaire team
owners who don't |ive here, who
think they also own our city and can
do as they please with it. Wen we
first heard about this project, we
had so many questions and still do.
How could Center Gty
possi bly deal with that anmount of
traffic and parking? How would this
type of project work when it caused
chaos in other cities and destroyed
ot her nei ghborhoods? Are they even

listening to residents, business
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owners and area Trauma 1 hospital

wor kers' concerns? Wiy knock down a
newly built state-of-the-art
affordable famly-friendly novie
theater and arcade that we frequent?
How green is this project really?
How wi I | seasonal part-tine | ow paid
jobs that fol ks just went on strike
over contribute to and better our

| ocal econony? Wy can't the
bui | ders get paid buil ding sonmewhere
el se? How wi |l they address the
burden it causes with construction,
traffic, congestion, pollution drunk
drivers and costly SEPTA

nodi fi cations?

The answers to these
questions and others are not good.
You still have questions.
Unfortunately the billionaire owners
won't even sit at the table with you
to discuss them And the answers
the representati ves gave you were

unsati sfactory, but this shouldn't
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be surprising because this is how
t hey do busi ness.

It's about these
billionaires making thensel ves nore
noney. It's not about our city's
best interest, our revenue and it
never was. The CBA was a unil ateral
agreenment with zero community input.
| don't know why it has the word
agreenent in the title. As | was
taught ny first day of contract |aw,
a contract requires a neeting of the
m nds.

Last year some Sixers
representatives cane to MCal
unannounced to parents, guardi ans
and conmunity nenbers. Chi nat own
resi dents nmake up 60 percent
approxi mately of our student
popul ati on. David Adel man showed up
and took photos with our principal
and staff. The Sixers took
unaut hori zed pictures of our Kkids

getting $5 gift cards and adult-
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sized t-shirts thrown at them
Pictures they ended up having to

t ake down from soci al nedia because
parents were upset about how this
pl ayed out.

Thi s non-consensua
behavior is in line with their plans
to bull doze over the rights of our
comuni ti es without us having a seat
at the table. Just like it was a
joke to give out junk to our staff
and kids at our bel oved public
school for a photo op, the CBAis
al so a joke and we are not | aughi ng.

As you know, a vast

maj ority of Phil adel phi ans oppose
this project. | hope you reading
the comments sections whenever a
news source reports on the arena.
It is the nost unpopul ar project |
have wtnessed in ny lifetime in
Philly --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Ms. Xander, please summari ze.
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M5. XANDER: -- and this
is the first time -- | pay ny taxes.
I will finish ny |ast paragraph.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Ms. Xander.

M5. XANDER: Qur school s,
public transit and housing
systenms -- |I'mwapping it up. Qur
school s, public transit and housing
systens are in crisis and little
things |i ke SEPTA paying for passes
or other nenial nmeasures won't fix
it -- excuse ne, Sixers paying for
SEPTA passes and ot her neni al
measures won't fix it. And we are
entirely uncertain what chall enges
the new federal adm nistration wll
bring to our beautiful city. She
needs protection and well -thought -
out pl ans.

| urge you to follow your
hearts and instinct that sonething
isn't right here. Slow down this

process. Don't |et them steanroll
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the city wwth bad deals that were
never deals in the first place
because they were never

negoti ated --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Ms. Xander. Ms. Xander, please wap
up.

M5. XANDER: Mayor Parker
adm tted that she did not ask for
nore noney up. | hope ny -- |ast
sentence. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Ckay.
Thank you.

M5. XANDER: | have hope
for ny kid, ny famly, his friends,
their famlies and our conmunity
safety, future prosperity and well -
being. These billionaires do not
have any of our interests at heart.
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you for your testinony.

(Appl ause.)
THE CLERK: W/ I Lauren
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McCut cheon, which | may have call ed
once, Sergio Cea, Eric Kim and

El eanor Hyun, please cone forward.
Lauren McCutcheon, Sergio Cea, Eric
Kim El eanor Hyun, please cone
forward. You will each have two

m nutes to speak.

(Wt nesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
afternoon, please state your nane
for the record and proceed.

MR. CEA: (Good afternoon,
Council. M nane is Sergio Cea. |
use I/ he/himpronouns. |'mthe
Political Director of Reclaim
Phi | adel phi a, which is headquartered
in Chinatown at 9th and Cherry. And
"' m speaking to you while on PTO
that | earned through ny union
contract under SEIU 668.

Li ke many, |'mfurious
w th how the Parker Adm nistration

has approached this process. The

Page 313

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

comunity was never involved in
negoti ations over this terrible dea
that only benefits billionaires and
neither was Gty Council. No one
thinks the CBA is as strong or as
powerful as it has been descri bed.
And as a Latino person and a queer
person, our comrunities aren't even
reflected in the CBA

| know this isn't just
bei ng forced down the throats of
residents in Philadel phia but
Council too. | enpathize with
y'all. | do, because | know City
Counci | renbers feel inpotent right
now, not having their schedul es
cl eared out, not being able to
I ntroduce | egislation for the change
Phi | adel phi ans can see and feel,
i nstead weeks wasted on a pet
project for billionaires.

As a political director,
| have to note that Denocrats

suffered a | andslide defeat this

Page 314

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

el ection, and it was because the
Denocratic party has been nore

I nvested in protecting the status
guo and nuddi ed interests instead of
delivering for working-class people.
This arena, if passed by Gty
Council, will just be a reflection
of greater problens in the
Denocratic party.

Last week | heard a | ot
of great and tough questions from
Counci | renbers. |If you don't
negotiate for a better deal, how
will you be able to | ook
Phi | adel phians in the eye with a
straight face. If you vote to
support | egislation now, how w ||
you ask Phil adel phians for their
vote when they renenber you sold out
the last community of color all to
line the pockets of billionaires.

Wiile we are struggling
to make ends neet, while we are

facing di spl acenent from predatory
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devel opnent in Bl ack and Brown

nei ghbor hoods across the city, our
SEPTA fares will go up 7.5 percent
starting Decenber 1st next week, and
SEPTA has said that the Sixers arena
wi Il cost SEPTA $20 to 25 nmillion a
year, and the funding Governor
Shapiro secured recently won't cover
that. It will only |last us nonths,
not years.

Ri ght now we shoul d be
doi ng everything in our capacity to
del i ver for Phil adel phi ans
struggling to regain the trust of
voters for the mdterns and beyond.
We shoul d al so be using this tine to
prepare for and fight back against a
Trunp Adm ni stration protecting
anyone who's at risk froml osing
their civil rights or reproductive
freedom The next election we w |
know how you voted and what you
prioritize. There is still tinme to

deci de. Wich side are you on?

Page 316

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. Thank you for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

M5. HYUN: Esteened
Counci | peopl e, Hearing Chair and
staff, ny nane is El Hyun. I'ma
resident of the 3rd District. After
this nost recent election |'ve been
t hi nki ng about 2020, a year that
al so brought a |l ot of uncertainty
and fear.

In the mdst of that fear
and isolation, | started playing
pi ckup vol leyball with a small group
of friends. So four years |ater
this teamis still going strong. W
have nenbership from many
nei ghbor hoods and di verse
backgrounds i n Phil adel phia. And

for someone |like me, this team
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actually neans a lot. | noved here
ei ght years ago and | don't have
famly in the area so people in ny
life like this teamare the people |
rely on to feel less lonely and to
al so get help when | need it.

And | know this team
woul d not exist in the way that it
does wi t hout Chinatown. Every
Monday we neet at the Chinatown
Community Center to play a match and
during the summer sone of our
menbers play with a Lady Suns
vol l eyball teamwhich is a part of a
50-year-old youth sports
or gani zation i n Chi nat own.

" mtal king about this
because | think it denonstrates
sonething really inportant, which is
t hat heal thy conmunities protect and
support other communities and
communities are what are going to
get us through tough tines.

When our support networks
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are conprom sed, we see the
consequences down the line. W see
nore substance use. W see nenta
and physical health crises and we
feel that we live in a | ess safe
city. \Wien one comunity is
injured, it hurts all of us. So
pl ease, Council nenbers, and |I'I|
speak directly to ny District
representative Jame Gauthier who is
here, please know that when you vote
on this arena, you are not choosing
bet ween di stinct interest groups.
Chi nat own, | abor uni ons, Washi ngton
West, you are voting for all of us.
Al t hough | can see the
appeal of short-termfinancial and
enpl oyment gains that could cone
with this project, econom c anal yses
and SEPTA' s recent statenents
agai nst the arena have convinced ne
that these gains will be short-lived
and outwei ghed by unforeseen costs

in the Iong run.
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| know the City needs
nore funds and nore jobs. Let's
neet those needs with a project that
wi || support our communities and not
tear them apart. Phil adel phia
deserves better. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. Thank you for your testinony.

THE CLERK: W I |
Christina Morton, Em |y Goddard,

M nh Nguyen and Anlin Wag, cone to
the tabl e pl ease.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you. Pl ease state your nane for the
record and you may proceed.

M5. MORTON: Good
afternoon. M nane is Christina
Morton and | live in District 1, the
sanme district as the proposed arena.
While | worry about how this project

woul d affect the area | live in,
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want to take a second to tal k about
an arena in a different area of the
city, the proposed football stadi um
at Tenple University which was
brought up earlier in this neeting.

You'l | find a |ot of
simlarities in community response
in these two cases. A coalition of
Nort h Phil adel phia churches and
comuni ty groups qui ckly organi zed
to oppose this project. In 2018 the
Presi dent of the Phil adel phia
Chapter of the NAACP said "nothing
can be worked out in North Centra
Phi | adel phi a where residents are
al ready there, where it would
further disrupt the comunity from
Tenpl e' s expansi oni st policies that
have al ready taken place."

The Stadi um Stonpers, a
group made up of North Phil adel phi a
comunity nenbers, students and
workers said "North Centra

Phi | adel phia has historically been a
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nei ghbor hood of Bl ack residents and
iIf there is a massive stadi um built
on top of that neighborhood, it is
going to displace people directly
and rai se the | and and housi ng
prices."” Polls showed that 58
percent of students opposed the
bui | di ng of the stadiumwhile 30
percent were in favor. For faculty
68 percent opposed it while only 23
percent were in favor.

Ri ght now polls are
showi ng that around 70 percent of
Phi | adel phia residents are opposed
to the proposed arena we are here to
tal k about today. The Tenple
foot ball stadiumwas not a done dea
when it was announced and this
Si xers arena is not a done deal
ei t her.

Phi | adel phi ans do not
want stadiuns. We want noney for
SEPTA. W want school funding. W

want conmunity health resources. W
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want stable well-paying jobs, not
the kind of seasonal |ow wage jobs
that stadiuns create. Looking at
the community inpact analysis of the
76 Pl ace proposal, a report

conmm ssioned by this very city
governnent, researchers drew a
coupl e of conclusions | would Iike
to highlight.

The report says "I npacts
on Market East are inconclusive.
Wth or without 76 Place the area
will continue to face significant
chal | enges to devel opnent and
vi brancy. This stadiumis not an
i nsurance that this is going to
revitalize Market East."

It also says in relation
to Chinatown "Due to inpact on | abor
mar kets and smal | busi nesses,
Chinatown's core ethnic identity
could be significantly di m nished or
lost." | urge City Council to

consi der the nessage they are
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sending to this city's residents,
the ones they are neant to represent
if they vote to go forward with a
project like this. W are not

st upi d.

W see this project for
what it is. W know the comunity
benefits agreenent is not
sufficient. $37 per nonth per
busi ness over six years of
construction is insulting. |Its
crunbs the ultra wealthy are
of fering in exchange for the chance
to make mllions off the back of the
city's residents. The peopl e of
Phi | adel phia refuse to be bought and
| hope the Gty Council nenbers
refuse to bought as well. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

Pl ease state your nane

and pl ease begin your testinony.
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M5. GODDARD: (Good
afternoon. My nane is Emly
Goddard. | live in District 3 and
' m speaking on Bill 240963. | have
a Master's Degree in public health
with a focus on environnental health
and | oppose the proposed arena
project. You' ve heard from numerous
nmedi cal professionals about how the
arena woul d hi nder anbul ance access
to Jefferson ER and cost patients
lives, but | also want you to
consider the less visible health
I npacts.

W' ve heard about the
trouble of who is paying for the
SEPTA updates. Wthout a clear plan
for how SEPTA woul d function around
the arena, gridlock traffic is
highly likely of at |least half, if
not nore, of arena events. Recent
studi es have found that in the U S
gridlock accounts for over $124

billion in total economc costs, 8.5
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mllion tons of CO2 em ssions and
over 50 hours |ost by the average
consunmer or commuter annually.

It causes | ocal
busi nesses to struggle, hinders
delivery services and increases
i ndi vidual stress. Traffic is also
t he bi ggest source of air pollution
which is responsible for up to 10
percent premature deaths in the U S
each year um and it can also | ead
to cardiac, respiratory and even
neur ol ogi cal heal th probl ens.

More gridlock in Philly
fromthe arena nmeans nore tine
wast ed, nore econom c | osses, nore
carbon in the atnosphere and nore
Phi | adel phi ans choki ng on snog. W
are also in a growng climate crisis
whi ch is causing nore extrene
weat her events such as our current
drought that's bringing wildfires
and snoky air to Phil adel phi a.

The constructi on sector
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Is the largest emtter of greenhouse
gases accounting for 37 percent of
gl obal em ssions, which al so causes
air and water pollution that have
negative inpacts on health. Wile
sust ai nabl e arena devel opnent is
very much possible, as we can see
with Seattle's Cimte Pledge arena,
76 DevCo has made no nention of

I ncorporating any sustainability
measures or practices into the
construction or operation of 76

Pl ace.

This arena can't be world
class if it's massively contributing
to climate change, which the WHO
calls the greatest health threat of
our time. W had econom c and
traffic inpact studies, but we al so
need envi ronnmental and heal th i npact
studies too. | urge Gty Counci
pl ease don't vote to approve this
project. Take the tine to negotiate

with 76 DevCo to build sustainably
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and put environnmental health
protections in place.

| | ove Phil adel phia and |
care so deeply about this city and
the people init. If we truly want
a cl eaner and greener Phil adel phi a,
we need to stop this rush process.
Please City Council don't vote to
approve a project that woul d not
only take noney away from our
school s and our public transit but
al so harmthe health of every
Phi | adel phi an. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: State your for the record
and pl ease begin your testinony.

MR. NGUYEN. M nh Nguyen,
resident of the 2nd District under
Cty Council man Kenyatta Johnson.
These have been such incredible
testinonies. Everyone has been so
inspiring today. M nane is Mnh

Nguyen. | ama realtor with Keller
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WIllians and (inaudible) with over
2,000 realtors and 10 offices in
five states. W serve clients in
PA, New Jersey, Del aware, Maryl and,
New Yor k.

Qut of the 1100 Keller
Wl lianms franchises across North
Anerica, we're nunber two in
production, projected to cl ose over
$4 billion in total volune
production this year, and we're
nunber one in recruitnent. | served
as the Technol ogy Chair DEI
Comm ttee and Finance Chair. |'mon
the DEl Commttee of the
Pennsyl vani a Associ ation Realtors
and a nmenber of the Geater
Phi | adel phi a Associ ati on Real tors.
I'"malso the Secretary and Policy
Chair of the Local chapter of the
Asi an Real Estate Association of
Aneri ca.

W have 45 chapters,
19, 000 nmenbers, 51 ethnicities and
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26 | anguages in North Anerica.
Lastly, I"mon the board of a
political organization that elects
LA&BTQ candi dates for office, and
we' ve endorsed several candidates,
several nenbers of this Council
|'"ve been a judge of Elections for

over seven years in the 40th Ward.

So | just want to say I'm

speaki ng today i ndependently and the
vi ews and opi nions expressed in this
testinony are of ny own. Let ne
just start by saying that we nust be
a city that has the courage to do
big things. W believe that housing
is a human right, that we envision a
worl d free of housing discrimnation
and free of honel essness. W nust
create housing and real estate

i nfrastructure that supports

i ndi vidual s and conmunities of all
soci oeconom ¢ condi tions and we nust
invest in smart and holistic

devel opnent, affordabl e housi ng,
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commer ci al - m xed corridor
revitalization and infrastructure
projects and transportation hubs to
positively inpact all communities.

The Chi natown comunity
has had a history of organizing from
the Vine Expressway to two casino
devel opnment proposals to anti-bias
vi ol ence in public schools and now
to the 76ers devel opnent. Y all are
I ncredi bl e and shout out to all of
the work y'all have been doing. It
has been so inspiring. Their
courage, resilience and power has
been felt throughout the decades and
| stand with you.

As a Vi et nanmese Anmeri can,
Chi nat owmn has been core to ny
identity and awareness as an Asi an
Anerican and the Gayborhood has been
instrunental to ny identity as a
Gasi an. W have revi ewed i npact
studi es and reports sunmari zing the

assessnents of the inpact on this
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arena, and |'ve conpiled after
research and consultations with
Chi nat own devel opers and snal
busi ness owners sone concerns and
sonme denmands.

So real quick, Concern
No. 1, inpacts in the spirit and
| egacy of Chinatown's culture,
organi zati ons and comrunities.
| mpact No. 2, parking, traffic and
the transportati on system | npact
3, quality of life in the
envi ronnment al ecosystem of Mar ket
East, residents and busi nesses,
Chi nat own, WAshi ngt on Square West
nei ghbor hood and ot her comunities
for inpacts on the healthcare
system including Jefferson. M
sister works in a nental health
nonprofit working on services for
victinms of donestic violence and
sexual assault and she has expressed
her di scontentnent with the

devel opnment and this inpact on
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victimservices. Inpacts on City
services inpacts on the viability of
sust ai nabl e jobs and i npacts on
smal | busi ness owners and the
artificial inflation of property
assessnment which will increase
property taxes and al so increase
rent which mght lead to

di spl acenent of tenants in
Chi nat own.

So there are 10 denands,
and I'll submt this to the public
record and I'll send this to your
emails and al so to your offices.

But voting agai nst the devel opnent
proposal in Decenber 19th
renegotiating terns, conditions to

i ncl ude community organi zati ons and
CBA neetings and negoti ati ons,
appropriate allocations and
accountability of the $50 mllion
Communi ty Benefits Agreenent, three,
policy, create police substation

safety networks for feasibility
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studi es and mandates the
construction scope of work and cost
review by CSL to be approved by the
Cty's finance office. Five,
i npl enments tax abatenents,
exenptions, freezes on existing
bui | di ngs and OPA oversi ght and
noni toring on the assessnent
schedul es, six, connect parKking
bri dge to Chi natown, the subdivision
devel opnment to incentivize business
traffic to Chinatown, inplenent rent
control or rental mtigation
standards and constructing of a
civil engineering plan for the
traffic and safety routes for the
hospital systens. Thank you so nuch
and thank you for everyone's amazi ng
wor K.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIl M. Christmas pl ease
call the |ast panel.

THE CLERK: WII| Edward
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Bel |, Brandon Bl ue, Kinberly Cook
and Terrence Washi ngton, please cone
forward. Edward Bell, Brandon Bl ue,
Ki mberly Cook, Terrence WAshi ngton,
pl ease conme forward. You will each
have two m nutes to speak.

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Pl ease state your nane for
the record and begin your testinony.

MR BELL: H. [|I'm
Edward Bell. | live in District 1
and | amhere to talk about Bill
240963. [|'man architect and a
menber of Queen Village Nei ghbors
Association. 1'd like to talk about
quality of life in Center Cty. |
cane to Phil adel phia 30 years ago
and | have done a residential,
commercial and institutional work in
nmy life here.

When ny wife was admtted

to Penn and after hearing Ed Bacon
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speak about city planning in

Phi | adel phia and his work to inprove
Center Cty, its livability and his
efforts to integrate its public
transportation systens, his plan was
successful and turned around the
decades of negl ect and abandonnent,
whi ch made Center City and Soci ety
H Il livable again. And for that,
he was recogni zed nationally and
featured on the cover of the Tine
Magazi ne 1964 edition as the Man of
t he Year.

Com ng from Col orado, |
was used to car aesthetic and owned
and drove two, not because | wanted
to but so nmuch is because | needed
themfor ny work. Wth ny arriva
here | was inmediately struck by how
easy it was to get around in Center
Cty and | gladly gave up ny cars
and becanme an urbanite.

We decided to nove into

Center City and to rent an apart nent
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| ater by a house and started our
prof essional |ives here rather than
nove back to the place | considered
home. Wiy you m ght ask? Because
it worked, it was convenient.

Center City was a wal kabl e 20-m nute
city, a pleasant place where people
could wal k fromhome to work. W
didn't own a car for about 25 years.

My wife wal ked to Penn
Hospital at 8th and Spruce from our
house in Queen Village to deliver
our first and second sons. | neke
t hese points because we're short on
time and you will either understand
what |'m saying or scratch your head
in disbelief that a nearly carl ess
l'ifestyle m ght be desirable.

If you are the latter,
you probably don't live in Center
Cty. And what we have not heard
fromthese devel opers is how their
plans will make our |ives better,

nore pl easant, nore conveni ent,
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richer or nore productive. And |
think the reason is they probably
know t hat putting an occasionally
used arena on Market Street is
equi valent to putting a cork in the
m ddl e of Center City's transit
system

| mportantly, it will also
endanger the lives of patients
trying to get urgent nedica
attention during peak traffic tines.
Ladi es and gentl enen of the Council,
pl ease do not give up our gains. |
urge you to think of the greater
good. The relocation of Sixers
arena to Center City will benefit
fewand do little to nmake life in
Phi | adel phia better. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and pl ease begi n your

testi nony.
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MR WANG  Good
afternoon. M nane is Anlin Wang
and | live in Councilnmenber Phillips
District. Thank you for this

opportunity to speak about the arena

proposal. |'ve been in Philly for
the | ast dozen years. |'mproud to
call this place ny hone. |'m

particularly proud of this Gty
Council for standing up for
Phi | adel phi ans agai nst the threat of
Donald Trunp in this past el ection.

And one of the things I'm
concerned about with the new Trunp
Adm ni stration they say they're
going to start this new depart nent
cal l ed the Departnent of Governnent
Efficiency designed to i npose nass
cuts to public supports across the
country.

One of the guys that's
selected to |l ead this departnent has
said that he is inspired by the

current President of Argentina. He

Page 339

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

said, he's going to nake that guy
| ook Iike a noderate. This is a guy
who in one year has increased the
poverty rate of Argentina by 50
percent. That is the threat that we
are facing here in Phil adel phia as
well as the poorest big city in this
country, already a stat that | hear
cited in these halls all the tine.
But instead of preparing
for that threat, | amdismayed to
see this current Mayor's
Adm nistration try and push through
anot her project just to support
billionaires and their small group
of investors and cronies instead of
t he wor ki ng peopl e of Phil adel phi a.
That phil osophy is what
| ost the Denocrats this election to
begin with. It is frustrating to
see it continue. But that said, |
have hope and faith that this Gty
Council will see the light and

reverse course on the arena.
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Anot her reason to oppose the arena
t hough is the guaranteed destruction
of Chi natown. \What the Sixers and
the arena advocat es have brought
forward is that no, no, no, we have
the CBA, it will protect Chinatown,
but a CBA did not protect Washi ngton
D.C.'s Chinatown, and that's because
nobody is forced out of their hones
at the barrel of a gun. Rather
they're forced out of their honmes by
the attraction offered by the free
mar ket .

| magi ne you are a wor ki ng
or mddle class person. All of a
sudden your hone, your business
val ue doubles in price. Wo
woul dn't say no. W' ve worked so
hard our whole lives to take care of
oursel ves and our famlies. And so,
that's why that offer is
Irresistible.

Last thing I'll point out

here real quick is |look at the
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turnout, where is the pro arena
crowmd a few hours into the hearing.
They're not here. And yet the
eveni ng hearings, they're all packed
wi th peopl e who oppose the arena.
Wiy is that? Because it's alife or
death struggle for us.

So this fight is
guaranteed to continue as |ong as
the arena project continues. Wen
the arena bill is dead, then you get
peace back. Thanks very much for
your tinme and pl ease (inaudible).

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch for
your tinme.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and pl ease begin.

MR, WASHI NGTON:  Terrence
Washi ngton. Thanks for having ne.
| noved to Philly just two years ago
to work at the Free Library of

Phi | adel phi a Foundation. | used to
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run One Book One Phil adel phia. |
live in District 3. M first year
here year we read the book Interior
Chi nat owmn and everyone who was in
Council at the tinme has a copy.

And we chose it in part
because we felt |ike sonme of the
conversation around the arena
proposal assuned that Asian
Anericans or Chinatown residents
nore generally were | ess Anerican or
| ess Phil adel phi an than everybody
else. That's wong. |It's terribly
messed up.

"Il say again -- | nean,
| ook, you should listen to
M. Calvin WIIlianms, you should
listen to so many people who' ve said
much nore inportant things than I'm
about to say about the schools here.
But I'll say as a transplant | grew
up in South Carolina as a fan of the
Charlotte Hornets, Larry Johnson to

be specific.
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A city can survive a team
| eaving. The Sixers are betting
that the Phil adel phia will give
what ever they want to keep them from
| eaving. Charlotte got another team
in two years. They got the nane
back in 10 nore. |It's doable. |
guess the last thing I'll say is
that | don't actually think it's
possi ble to have a fair deal with
billionaires. They becone
billionaires by turning all of our
resources into their noney. W're
all in here on a work day di scussing
how nmuch we should let them | ower
their tax rate when they're going to
go and get what ends up bei ng our
tax noney fromthe state and the
federal governnent to try and push
t hrough their project.

Thi s whol e thing has been
insulting. | would say that if |
were in a union | would be incensed

at the way this process has happened
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and | wouldn't wish it on anybody
el se, late neetings, no information,
all of that. Thank you for your
tinme.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

Pl ease state your nane
and begin your testinony.

M5, OTT: | want to say
first and forenost. Thank you,
Counci | President Johnson and
Counci | renbers, for allowing we the
peopl e to speak on this proposal
arena. Hello. MW nane is Colleen
at. I'mof Dstrict 9. | amthe
Autistic Art Coalition of
Phi | adel phia, Founder and CEOQ. |I'm
a retired EMI of Phil adel phia and
the tri-state area of 13 years.

Qur second location is in
Chi natown at 112 North 8th Street
i nside of Liberty Resources where |
am a consuner too. Two years ago

the Gty of Phil adel phia set the
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standard as the first certified
sensory inclusive city in the united
States as being a beacon on the
right hand of history with autistic
neur odi vergent and/or intellectual
disability individuals of all ages
and all wal ks of life.

Thi s past weekend in West
Phi | adel phia and at the Lucian
Bl ackwel | Conmmunity Center | had
several conversations with people.
| asked the question what do you
t hi nk about the arena, including
comunity partners such as the
Phi | adel phia Autism Proj ect who had
the same (inaudible) as 40 others |
had conversations with from North,
Sout h, East, West Phil adel phi ans who
opposed the arena proposal, but one
person was not in agreenent of the
arena from Novenber 1st to today.
As a disabled individual, this
causes di sruption, not sensory-

conpliant. Thank you for letting ne
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speak. Have a great day. Peace.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, coll eague.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and begin your
testi nony.

M5. COOK: M nane is
Ki nberly Cook and | live in the 3rd
District. And I'mactually not
readi ng the testinony that | had
prepared for today. | would like to
I nstead respond to Counci |l nenber
Bass's, who's not here right now,
guestion earlier about all of the
unanswer ed questions. There's a | ot
so I'mgoing to read very fast and
fit inas many as | can in ny tine.

Wiy won't the billionaire
devel opers give a single dollar nore
than the neasly 50 mllion in CBA?
Wiy did the Gty just accept the
devel opers' starting position from

20227 Wiy is the Mayor refusing to
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negotiate a better deal? Wy were
Counci | mrenbers not invited to the
CBA negoti ations who are supposed to
be present in those spaces to
represent their constituents?

Wiy were the inpacted
communi ties not involved in the CBA?
Wiy are the Sixers refusing to share
their sublease with the Cty? Wy
are the Sixers' job projections so
wldly different fromthe CGty's
projections? Wy do they keep
| onering projected revenue that they
think they' Il make?

How many new jobs wi |
the arena actually create? What
kind of jobs wll they be,
permmanent, full-tine? Wat is the
net inpact on jobs when we take into
account | oss jobs? Wat happens if
the Sixers don't honor the EOP? Wy
should we trust their EOP when in
2024 only 3 percent of the Sixers

suppliers and vendors were certified
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m nority-owned?

And why shoul d we trust
t hem when they only enploy nine
peopl e from Canden when t hey
prom sed to enploy 250? Wy shoul d
we give up over $400 million in
property taxes to three billionaires
t hat should be going to our school s?
What is the City's plan for when the
arena w pes out 100 billion in tax
revenue from small businesses near
t he arena?

How can we guar ant ee t hat
traffic will not inpact people in
dire health in energencies trying to
get to Jeff? Who is paying for the
$25 mllion increase in necessary
addi tional annual funding for SEPTA?
Who is paying for the hidden cost to
upgrades to sidewal ks, street |anps,
trash cans and other infrastructure
costs?

Who is paying for the

additional City worker staff that
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wi Il be necessary for trash pickup,
trash enforcenent and street

mai nt enance? Wy is Gty Counci
relying on an econom c inpact study
that admts it "should not be relied
on"?

How i s a conpari son of
arena drivers to New York City
realistic when only 46 percent of
New Yorkers own cars conpared to 71
percent in Philadel phia? How nuch
of our state tax dollars wll the
Si xers be seeking? Wy are so many
aspects of the Sixers' master plan
not flushed out? And wi thout an
absol utely 100 percent conplete
crosschecked cl ear plan, why are we
even putting this up for vote? And
why are we selling out our city for
an insulting $50 mllion to a few
billionaires against the wll of the
peopl e?

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: Thank you. Thank you for
your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and pl ease begin your
testi nony.

MR. BLUE: Good
evening --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good eveni ng.

MR BLUE: -- Gty
Council men and staff. M nanme is
Brandon Blue. | am from Mont gonery
County. | aman up and coni ng
architect and | have been working
with [ocal architect firms such as
Desi gn Phi | adel phi a and Phi | aNOVA.
| amalso a recent graduate at
Tenpl e University.

For the past two weeks |
di d sone research regardi ng the
econom c inmpacts of constructing a
downt own arena. Using sources from
many different articles and peer-

revi ewed essays, | have found sone
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dammi ng evidence fromwhich it is

I nperative to share with the Gty
Counci| and the people of this great
city.

Based on the sources from
J.C. Bradbury's The | npact of
Pr of essi onal Sports Franchi ses and
Venues on Local Econonies, a
conpr ehensi ve survey, the universal
consensus is that there are no
significant positive inpacts
regarding to the construction and
operation of a downtown arena.
Therefore, there are no significant
econom c inpacts to their
surroundi ng conmunities after the
arena has been built.

Proponents of the sports
arena typically exaggerate the
financial benefits to gain nore
support fromCty officials to help
fund these projects. Team owners
and proprietors use the people's

support for their favorite teamto
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blind themfromthe truth, the truth
bei ng that construction and stadi um
operational jobs are nostly
tenporary and do not provi de enough
wages for substantial financial
security.

Local conmunities and
busi nesses are at risk of
di spl acenent and coul d suffer from
negati ve econom c inpacts if |oca
busi nesses do not pertain to sports-
adj acent busi nesses |ike bars,
restaurants and | ocal entertainnment.
Wth the addition of this new arena,
| ocal communities will |ose their
identities and only 20 percent to 50
percent of businesses m ght survive.

SEPTA, Phil adel phia's
primary provider of public transit,
is an authority that is
devastati ngly underfunded. Even
with the governnent's flexing of
hi ghway funds to SEPTA, it would

still nearly inpact the authority.
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It would have to bear the nassive
cost of renovations to Jefferson
Station and the increased demand for
new trains, all for a whopping $20
mllion to $25 mllion. And do you
honestly think for a second that
only 40 percent of people will drive
to this arena?

| have it up --
considering that the United States
Is an extrenely car-dependent
nation, traffic hellscapes in the
city woul d be overwhel m ngly
guaranteed. So for all these
reasons | cannot in great
consci ousness support this arena and
the community funds go from 50
mllion to 100 to an insulting 130
mllion, and it's just the funding
is conpletely |ike unclear,
unpr eci se.

And to the Black and
Brown communities who support this

project that wll always be
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di senfranchi sed, al ways be the

di spl aced by billionaires who intend
to al ways keep us out of earning
even a quarter of what these
billionaires nake, why? Wy are we
trusting these billionaires to

provi de gentrified comunities with
j obs and econom ¢ security?

In fact, one of the
owners of the Sixers, David Adel man,
was literally the guy who caused the
gentrification of a predom nantly
Bl ack community to stop student
housi ng for Penn's canpus. Wit,
just one nore thing. And |let ne be
clear, if you have not | earned
anything fromall these incredible,

cl ear testinoni es against the arena

today, | want you to keep this
followng statement in mnd. |[|f you
still wish to approve this arena,

you are denying the integrity,
dignity and genui ne opportunities to

not only Chi natown, not only the

Page 355

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Bl ack and Brown wor ki ng-cl ass
communities in the city, not only
the School Districts, not only SEPTA
and not only the health care

provi ders but also the entire
comuni ty and new Counci | menbers
supporting this would support and
sustain the noni ker that

Phi | adel phia is the | argest poor
city in the U S

So let's be clear, this
Is not NIMBYism These are real
concerns. So let us be real that
these prom ses are fantasy. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

Thi s concl udes the
hearing for Bill Nos. 240963 and
240964.

There being no further
questions from nmenbers of the

Commttee and no other w tnesses on
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the list to testify, | want to thank
all the witnesses who cane in today
for their participation. W surely
val ue your opinion.

W will now go into our
public nmeeting to consider the
action to be taken on Bill Nos.
240963 and 240964.

M. Christmas, will you
pl ease take the roll.

THE CLERK: Counci | man

Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Present.

THE CLERK: Council Lady
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present .

THE CLERK: Counci | man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | man
Young.
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Driscoll.

Present.

Lozada.

Present.

Ahmad.

Pr esent.

Landau.

Present.

Br ooks.

Present.

Bass.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

THE CLERK: Council Lady

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

THE CLERK: Council | ady

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD

THE CLERK: Council Lady

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:

THE CLERK: Council Lady

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCGKS:

THE CLERK: Council Lady

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
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Present.

Philli ps.

Present.

O Neill.

THE CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

THE CLERK: Counci |l man

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Council Lady

G I nore Ri chardson.

Thonas.

Present.

Harrity.

Present.

O Rour ke.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | man

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

THE CLERK: Counci |l man

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:

THE CLERK: Counci | man

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci

Pr esi dent Johnson.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Present.

Thank you, M. Chri stnas.
A quorumof this Commttee is
present .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Squilla for an
amendnent to Bill No. 240964.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. Chairman -- thank
you, M. Chairman.

| nove -- | offer an
amendnent to Bill No. 240964. A
copy of the anendnent has been
circulated to all nmenbers of the
Conmittee and | nove for its
adopti on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair notes for the
record that Council menber Thomas
seconds the notion.

Al'l those in favor w ||

signify by saying aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
amendnent to Bill No. 240964 is
adopt ed.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Squilla for a notion
on Bill No. 240964 as anended.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove that Bill No.
240964 as anended be reported from
this Commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and that the rul es of
Counci| be suspended as to permt
the first reading of this bill at
t he next session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair notes for the

record that Council nenber Dri scol
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seconds the notion.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
240964 as anended be reported from
this Commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and that the rul es of
Counci | be suspended to permt first
reading of this bill at the next
sessi on of Council.

Al'l those in favor of the
nmotion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(Nay. )

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Can we take a roll cal
vot e?

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

Thr ee.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Three nos? Still for the
record do a roll call vote.

Counci | renber --
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THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Squi l I a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Aye.

(Background
interruption.)

THE CLERK: Council Lady
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Can | offer a brief comment before
regi ster ny vote?

THE CLERK: [t's up to
the Chair.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

| remain undeci ded on the
Arena project overall. | renmain
commtted to participating in an
engaged manner in all of these
proceedi ngs and gi ven what ever i nput
| can as these negotiations go

f or war d
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However, at this point |
have too many i nportant unaddressed
questions and concerns to vote to
nove any | egislation out of this
body. And ny vote is nay.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

THE CLERK: Counci | man
Jones. Council man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Aye.

(Background
interruption.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Excuse ne for a second.
W | et everybody have the
opportunity to give their public
comment respectfully. Can we just
conduct the business in a respectful
manner. That's all we're saying.
That's why we set it up for a
tremendous anount of opportunity for
people to cone down and give their

perspective, pro or con, as we go
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through this | egislative process.

And | just ask that respectfully.

Pl ease call the roll

THE CLERK: Counci | man

Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Aye.

THE CLERK: Council Lady
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Aye.

THE CLERK: Council Lady
Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Aye.

THE CLERK: Counci | man
Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Aye.

THE CLERK: Counci | man
O Neill is absent. Council Lady

G|l nore R chardson i s absent.

Counci | man Thonmas.
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Aye.
THE CLERK: Counci |l man
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Harrity.
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Aye.
THE CLERK: Council Lady
Ahmad.
COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  Aye.
THE CLERK: Council Lady
Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Council President, can | al so have
the floor for one second?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Briefly.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Briefly. Thank you so nuch. |
remain commtted to al
negotiations. | amcurrently
undeci ded for the unanswered
questions. And for the | ack of
support and financial resources for
the inpact of the conmunities, I'ma
nay.

THE CLERK: Was that a
nay?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHANSON:  It's a nay.
THE CLERK: Council Lady

Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Nay .

THE CLERK: O Rourke is
absent.

Counci | President
Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Aye.

THE CLERK: The ayes are
10. The nays are 3. The notion
carries.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Bill No. 240964 as anended
will be reported fromthis Commttee
with a favorable recommendati on and
suspension of the rules to permt
first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Squilla for a notion

on Bill No. 240963.

Page 367

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Commi ttee of the Whol e
11/ 26/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove that Bill No.
240963 be reported fromthis
Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further nove the
rules of Council be suspended to
permt the first reading of this
bill at the next session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair notes for the
record that Council menber Dri scol
seconds the notion.

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Bill No.
240963 be reported fromthis
Commttee with a favorable
recommendati on and that the rules of
Counci| be suspended to permt first
reading of this bill at our next
sessi on of Council .

Al'l those in favor of the

notion wll signify by saying aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(Nay. )

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: For the record it's the
sane 3 that opposed the initial
bill, right, that's correct?

(Yes.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  So for the record the ayes
are 10 and the nays are 3. The ayes
have it, and Bill No. 240963 w |l be
reported fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and the
suspension of the rules to permt
first reading of this bill at our
next session of Council.

Thi s concl udes the
busi ness before the Comm ttee of the
Whol e for today. | recognize
Counci | renber Squilla for a notion
to recess the public hearing on the

following bills: 240966, 240967,
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240968, 240969, 240970, 240971,
240972 and 240973 to Monday,
Decenber 2, 2024 at 6:00 p. m

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: So
noved.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  |s there a second?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the public
hearing on Bill Nos. 240966, 240967,
240968, 240969, 240970, 240971,
240972 and 240973 be recessed to
Monday, Decenber 2, 2024 at
6:00 p. m

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
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notion carries.

The public hearing on
Bill Nos. 240966, 240967, 240 --
we're not finished yet. Be quiet
pl ease -- 240968, 240969, 240970,
240971, 240972 and 240973 stands in
recess until Monday, Decenber 2,
2024 at 6:00 p.m

Thank you all very nuch
for your participation today and
have a bl essed Thanksgi vi ng.

(Commttee of the Wole

concluded at 4:53 p.m)
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