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2/ 6/ 25 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good norni ng, everyone.
(Good norning.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good norni ng, everyone.
(Good norning.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | note that the hour has
cone and that a quorumof this
Council is present. This Council
neeting wll now cone to order.
Al'l nmenbers, please take your
seats. All visitors, please retire
to the seats outside the rails.
And before proceeding, |
will ask all those present to
pl ease set your cell phones on
silent or vibrate. And | wll ask
for all sidebar conversations to
pl ease be taken outside the Counci
chanbers.
To give the invocation

this norning, the Chair recognizes
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t he Reverend Wanda Pat e- Denni s,
Seni or Pastor of New Cet hsemane
Baptist Church in the great part of
Phi | adel phi a known as South Philly.
She is here today as the guest of
Counci | menber Squill a.

| will ask all nenbers
and guests to please rise.

(Counci | menbers, guests
and visitors rise.)

REVEREND PATE- DENNI S:
Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norning.)

REVEREND PATE- DENNI S:
Pl ease bow your heads. Thank you,
sir, too. Please bow your heads
and open your hearts.

| wll bless the Lord at
all times. Hi s praise shal
continually be in nmy nouth. Dear
Lord, as we celebrate for the
victory that's com ng, we al so nust

al so be m ndful of what's going on
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around us. | amso thankful, God,
that you allow ne to pray in front
of a group and body of people who
wor k hard, who work hard to correct
those things that are going on
right now that are unjust.

| ask you, Lord, to
bless this nation, bless this
country, bless this world at its
best right now Lord, | ask you to
bless this state and this city.
Lord, the travesty of crashes and
burni ng and airplanes falling we
cannot forget that, Lord.

W ask for your mercy in
all things, God, because | know
that you rul e heaven and earth.

So, Father, | ask this norning that
as we cel ebrate, that we pray for

t hose who cannot cel ebrate. W
pray for those who have lost life.
We pray for those who are grieving
now, God.
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We pray for those who
have lost. But in the joy of it,
God, we are here. And, God, this
is a body that can make a
difference. Gve themthe strength
and the perpetuity to do so, God.

G ve them peace and |l et them be
patient.

Lord, bless these
constituents that conme out to
protest for their victories. Lord,
| et not one, not one, not one, get
by without being heard. Thank you
for your nmercy. Thank you for your
justice. And DEI turn around and
be IED. Lord, give us strength.

And as | don't want to
be up here | ong, God, because |
could preach | just want to pray to
you. | want you to bl ess each and
every person that's around
surrounding us, their famlies,

their children, their children to
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cone, and bless this President of
Cty Council.

Gve himstrength. Gve
hi m perpetuity. G ve him patience,
give himcare, and |l et he judge his
people that are working with himin
a right and just way. So as we go
forth on this day, there's only one
thing to say, Let's Go Hunt.

Amen.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Reverend for her invocation.

Council will be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The next order of
busi ness is the approval of the
Journal of the neeting of Thursday,
January 30, 2025.

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | mrenber Ci ndy Bass.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday, January
30, 2025 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday, January
30, 2025 stand approved.

Al'l those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
Journal is approved.

The next order of
busi ness is request for |eaves of

absence. And the Chair recognizes
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Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci |
Presi dent.

On behal f of the
Majority, there are no requests for
| eaves of absence today. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Counci | menber .

The Chair recogni zes
M nority Leader Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:  On
behal f of the Mnority, there are
no asks for |eaves of absence.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Mnority Leader.

The Chair now recogni zes

Counci | menber G | nore Ri chardson
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for a notion concerning certain
| egislative matters that may arise
during the course of today's
session of Council and that were
not |listed on the Cal endar
circulated prior to today's
sessi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President.

| nove that any of the
following matters, if considered
today, may be added to the agenda
for this session of Council, and as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda
after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, anmendnents to bills on
first reading, the reconsideration
of a bill vetoed by or re-called
fromthe Mayor, anendnents to bills

re-called fromthe Myor,
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resol utions taking substantive
action to be voted on in this
session, a notion to withdraw a
bill or resolution that is not on
t he Cal endar, and a notion placing
a bill or resolution on or
returning a bill or resolution from
t he Suspensi on Cal endar that is not
|isted on today's Cal endar.

The purpose of this
notion is to provide the public
Wi th notice concerning possible
actions by Council that arose too
| ate to be included on the Cal endar
t hat was published prior to today's
sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
| egi sl ative matters stated by
Counci | renber and Majority Leader

G |l nore Richardson may be added to
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t he agenda for today should those
matters arise during the course of
this session of Council

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
notion carries.

The Chair wll dispense
with the regul ar order of business
to recogni ze the guests and
visitors joining us in chanbers
this norning. On behalf of all
menbers of Gty Council, | welcone
you to our Council session. W
appreciate your taking the tine to
join us as we attend to the

| egi slative affairs of our great
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city. W certainly invite you to
conme agai n.

At this tinme the Chair
recogni zes Counci | nenber O Rour ke,
who will present a resolution
decl aring 2025 as the Year of
Cooperatives in Phil adel phia and
calling on the Gty of Phil adel phia
to explore all options to support
t he devel opnent and resilience of
| ocal cooperative businesses.

Wul d Corey Reidy, M
Mankl ang, Carnen Querrero, Terrell
Cannon and Janet Filante and those
acconpanyi ng them pl ease join
Counci | mrenber Ni col as O Rour ke at
t he podi um

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Joi ni ng Counci | menber
O Rourke at the podiumis Mnority
Leader Kendra Brooks, Council menber

Mar k Squilla, Council menber C ndy
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Bass, Counci |l nenber Landau and the
Chi efs fan Counci | menber Jim
Harrity.

(Boo.)

(Counci | nenbers and
guests approached podi um)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Let the boos be heard across the
chanber, boo. No, | love ny
br ot her.

Good nor ni ng,
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Today we're here to cel ebrate snall
busi nesses, but not the kind that
we're nost famliar with. In this
day and age when we cel ebrate
entrepreneurs, we're often thinking
about a sol e individual, powerful
figurehead, the visionary | eader

who miracul ously finds success all
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by thensel ves, but sonetines that
sole figurehead is actually a team
of three or four or nore
denocratical ly deci ding how t he
busi ness they own together should
run, not an executive board or
advi sory conm ttee, but genui ne
co-ownership and true co-operation.

This is the structure
t hat powers wor ker - owned
cooperatives that we're here to
cel ebrate today and throughout the
year. The United Nations decl ared
2025 the International Year of
Cooperatives. And | ast week, we
voted to bring that energy here to
Philly.

I"d like to thank ny
col l eague the first to take this
step, Deputy Majority Wiip G ndy
Bass, the nenber who | ast honored
cooperatives in Council, for being

a long-tinme supporter of these
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| ocal businesses. Joining us today
as guests are the Phil adel phia Area
Cooperative Alliance, PACA and the
U S. Federation of \Wrker
Cooperatives, organi zations that
support the creation and
devel opnment of co-ops in Philly and
beyond.

We're al so joined by
Masa Cooperativa, a food service
co-op that assists -- that assists
a network of |ocal restaurants,
Honme Care Associ ates, the | argest
co-op in the region and long-tine
home health care specialists --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: - -
Chi | dspace Day Care Centers, which
provi des top-notch child care for
our nei ghbors uptown --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: - -

and reporters for the Philadel phia
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Hal | Monitor, a nedia cooperative
that diligently covers public
affairs. Make sone noise for
Phi | adel phia Hall Monitor.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
They' Il tell you all about the
critical advantages that co-ops
bring, cooperatives bring, be it
their resiliency, comunity roots
and support or strength in
cooperation. But here's ny two
cents: Right now, down in
Washi ngton we're seei ng what
happens when we overenphasi ze a
ki nd of entrepreneurship that
treats the CEO as a suprene
di ctator.

Thi s nodern view of the
entrepreneur has hel ped to
cultivate a constituency who don't
really care for our denocracy, and

| think it's inmportant we grapple
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wi th that when thinking about the
el ected President and his unel ected
co-presidents. I'mtaking this
opportunity to refranme things on
pur pose, to renenber that
entrepreneurship is not about the
i ndi vidual, to declare that our
econony coul d use sonme nore
denocracy and to cel ebrate a
thriving network of | ocal
busi nesses building the future
t oday.

Wth that, we'll now
read the resolution: \Wereas,
Cooperatives or co-ops are
busi nesses that are owned and
denocratically controlled by their
menbers - those who own the
busi ness use its services or buy
Its goods - which range in size
fromthe [ ocal corner store to
Fortune 500 conpani es, restaurants,

grocery stores, utilities and
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credit unions; and

Wher eas, Cooperatives
create inclusive economc
participation by enpowering
i ndi vi dual s t hrough shared
owner shi p and denocratic deci si on-
maki ng and ensuring that residents
have a direct stake in both the
success of their businesses and
communities and the profits of
their | abors; and

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Shout-out to Weavers Way Co-op in
M. Airy. \Wereas, Cooperatives
act as anchor businesses in the
community, allowng profits to be
equitably recirculated to | ocal
st akehol ders and provi de a safe,
stabl e source of jobs and wealth
across generations; and

Wher eas, Cooperatives
further build entrepreneurship

through their investnents in the
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wor kf orce to build business and
financial skills and cultivate
| ocal | eaders who steward their
busi ness and community for the |ong
term and

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Wher eas, Research proves that
cooperatives al so retain workers
| onger than traditional businesses,
driven in part because cooperatives
provi de hi gher wages, nore flexible
wor ki ng hours, better benefits than
typi cal businesses and are nore in
tune with the workers' needs and
t he evol ving needs of nobdern
busi nesses; and

Wher eas, The average
Phi | adel phian interacts wth
cooperatives on a regul ar basis,
wi th the Phil adel phia area hol di ng
nore than 100 cooperatives, ranging
from food cooperatives to housing

cooperatives, credit unions and
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many ot hers; and

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Wher eas, The nunber of cooperatives
continues to grow annually due to
new startup cooperatives and the
conversi on of existing businesses
i nto cooperatives; and

Wer eas, Cooperatives
al so of fer business succession
assi stance by providing a
coll ective structure that all ows
enpl oyees or comunity nmenbers to
take over ownership and deci si on-
maki ng responsibilities. This
ensures stability and business
viability through the tines of
transition while enabling themto
mai ntain their val ues and m ssi on;
and

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
VWher eas, Profitable businesses and
the jobs they provide are saved

when retiring owners sell to their
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enpl oyees through a worker
cooperative or an enpl oyee stock
ownership plan. As thousands of
busi ness owners of the booner
generation retire, cooperatives
provi de an excel |l ent opportunity
for succession planning that
retains | ocal ownership and wealth
bui | di ng potential; and

Wher eas, Large cities
i ke New York, New York; Chicago,
[1'linois; and Madi son, W sconsin
are all investing in prograns
focused on strategic outreach,
communi ty education, |egislative
support and technical and financi al
assi stance to support cooperatives
in their mssion to build equitable
weal th across the comunity; and

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
Wher eas, Various tools and
resources are available to the City

to support new and exi sting
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cooperatives, including research,
t echni cal assistance, contractor
preferences and the establishnent
of relationships with anchor
Institutions; and

Whereas, In particular,
t he Phil adel phia Area Cooperative
Al'l iance and the Wl com ng Center
provi de extensive technical support
to devel opi ng cooperatives in the
Phi | adel phia area and are the
central drivers of the |oca
cooperative novenent; and

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Whereas, The City of Phil adel phia
denonstrates its commtnent to
cooperatives by joining the gl obal
procl amation of the United Nations
General Assenbly designating 2025
as the Year of the Cooperatives.
Al ongside the U N, we recognize
t hat cooperatives pronote

participation in the devel opnent of
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| ocal conmunities and of all
peopl e, including wonen,
i ndividuals with disabilities,
peopl e of col or and i ndi genous
peopl e whose i ncl usion strengthens
econonm ¢ and soci al devel opnent;
and
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Resol ved, by the Council of the
Cty of Phil adel phia, that we
her eby declare 2025 as the Year of
Cooperatives in Phil adel phia and
calls on the Gty of Philadel phia
to explore all options to support
t he devel opnent and resilience of
| ocal cooperative businesses.
Further resol ved, that
an Engrossed copy of this
resol ution be presented to the
Phi | adel phi a Area Cooperative
Al l'iance, further acknow edgi ng and
showi ng the Phil adel phia Gty

Council's commtnent to buil ding
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its cooperative network.
Congrat ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Oten tines in community and in
novenent spaces and in activismwe
say, tell nme what denocracy | ooks
like. And the response is, this is
what denocracy | ooks like. This is
anot her exanpl e of denobcracy in
action.

We talk so nmuch of
vari ous val ues and we al so get paid
lip service to denocracy, but there
al so nust be work done to
enphasi ze, proclaim pronounce and
assert those values that make for
reali zed denocracy beyond j ust
voting, but realizing it in our
wor kpl aces as well. So we want to
hear from sone of those who are
doi ng that work of bringing that

denocracy into action.
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| now would like to
invite Carmen Guerrero of Masa
Cooperativa to say a few words,
followed by a few speakers after
that. Thank you so nuch.

(Appl ause.)

M5. GUERRERO  Good
nor ni ng.

(Good norning.)

MS. GUERRERO. My nane
Is Carnmen Guerrero, an indi genous
worman, nenber and owner of Masa
Cooperativa, an inmmgrant-|ed
busi ness founded in 2020 and
operating in Philadel phia. CQur
mssion is to rescue the one main
seed, corn, or nutrition roots of
t he I ndi genous Peopl e of the
American continent, to take care of
our own health, the health of our
pl anet, and fade economcally in
al | aspects of the process of

growi ng corn through the
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cooperative and denocratic process.
The hi ghest quality of Masa can
reach the hones of our custoners.

W work along with
native tribes and | ocal organic
farnmers to have the purest quality
corn seeds fromnodern earth. W
face a need to provide |egal work
t hrough ownership for undocunented
people. W created this conpany to
create better systens in the huge
commodity of corn in the United
St at es.

It is worth nentioning
t hat because of the commodification
of corn that ancestral practices of
m xed (i naudi ble) and the people
who are connected to the corn are
to be preserved and protected here
in Anerica. Each individual has
power in the cooperative as an
owner, so we pride our best selves

to the project, provide business

Page 26

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 06/ 2025

2/ 6/ 25 - STATED - PRESENTATI ONS
owner shi p, opportunity and
entrepreneurship. W share the
bol dness and success of business
together. Masa Cooperativa, it's
about giving back power to the
I mm grant workers as owners of
their own business. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. CANNON:  CGood
nor ni ng.

(Good norning.)

MS. CANNON: It's great
to see everyone. Thank you for
this opportunity. | am Terrel
Cannon. | amthe first owner of
Home Care Associ ates back in 1993.
We are a hone care worker co-op
And | nust say as a person standi ng
here, | started as an aide. |'m
the Director today, and it's
because of that co-op.

I n our co-op we were

able to build our business,
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continue to educate our workers and
have our workers have the power to
make the deci sions of the conpany
to keep us still standing today
through COvVID. W're still here.

The workers are the
board. The workers nake the
deci sions. The workers out -- in
doing all of that, the workers are
the ones that at the end of the day
they're able to go hone and say,
|'ve done ny job, I've ran ny
busi ness and | am sel f-sufficient.

| ama true product of
that, proud of that and w ||
continue to be that because in a
wor ker co-op, | was able to get
support to go through college. |
have a Master's degree through ny
co-op for supporting ne to be able
to do those things. Wthout the
co-op, | would have just been a

wor ker cl ocking in and cl ocking
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out .

This resolution wll
give us the recognition we need to
show that there is power in the
enpl oyees that is running the
busi nesses, that's doing the jobs,
that's building the econony in the
co-op world --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That's what's up.

M5. CANNON: So | w il
say to you thank you for this
resol ution, continue to fight as we
wi Il continue to do so, because as
wor kers of co-ops, we coll aborate
wi th each other to build our
busi nesses. It's no way for it to
work without that. And because of
that, we all continue to stand.

| want to say thank you
again and I'Il continue to say
t hank you because wi thout these

opportunities, we wouldn't be here.
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W woul d not be able to have the
opportunity to live self-
sufficiently and build our
busi nesses and be the voices of our
organi zations. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER
Thank you for the resolution. |
| ook forward to today when Counci
makes cooperatives a priority, when
they give out contracts, when every
City contract requires profit-
sharing and when co-ops get the
sane advantage that | ocal
busi nesses get in the contracting
process. Thank you again for the
resolution. Let's build wealth for
everyone, not just the owners of
t he corporation.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you again. | want to

conclude by inviting our menbers,
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Counci | renbers as well and our
guests to join us for a photo here
in front of the rostrum So we can
get folks to come on down and get
that picture and get goi ng.

Let this be a nonent to
recogni ze that there are nore ways
to build community resilience than
just conpetition. Collaboration
and cooperation work as well.
Thank you again so much.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council will be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The next order of
busi ness i s comruni cations. The
Chair requests that the Sergeant-
at-Arns deliver the nessages from
the Mayor to the Chief d erk.

The Chief Cerk wll

read the nmessages fromthe Mayor
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and any ot her conmuni cations in her
possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nenbers of the
Council of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, I"'mtransmtting for
t he consideration of your Honorable
body the following: A resolution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 1911 Mountain
Street located in the 2nd
Counci Il manic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi |l adel phi a Code; and

A resol ution authorizing
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 4701 Sansom Street
| ocated in the 3rd Council manic
District in accordance with the
ternms of Chapter 16-700 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code; and

A resol ution authorizing

t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to
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di spose of 719 South 51st Street
| ocated in the 3rd Council manic
District in accordance with the
terms of Chapter 16-700 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code; and

A resol ution authorizing
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 2271 North Philip Street
| ocated in the 7th Council manic
District in accordance with the
terns of Chapter 16-700 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code; and

A resol ution authorizing
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 2248 Ruffner Street
| ocated in the 8th Council manic
District in accordance with the
terns of Chapter 16-700 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code; and

An ordinance to anmend
Bill No. 240181 (approved June 14,
2024), entitled "An Ordi nance To
Adopt a Fiscal 2025 Capital
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Budget, " by revising various
appropriation anmounts and totals,
all under certain terns and
condi tions; and

An ordi nance aut hori zi ng
transfers and appropriations for
Fi scal Year 2025 fromthe Gants
Revenue Fund, certain or all Gty
of fi ces, departnents, boards and
conmm ssions, to the General Fund,
certain or all Cty offices,
departnents, boards and
conmm ssions, and the Transportation
Fund, certain or all Cty offices,
departnents, boards and
conm ssi ons; and

An ordi nance to anmend
Bill No. 240182 (approved June 14,
2024), entitled "An O dinance To
Adopt a Capital Program for six
Fi scal Years 2025-2030 inclusive,"
by revising various appropriation

anounts and totals to conformto
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anmendnents to the FY2025 Capital
Budget Ordi nance, all under certain
terns and conditi ons.

There are no further
comruni cations in nmy possession,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. The nessages
will be printed in the Journal.

At this tinme the Chair
recogni zes Counci |l nenber M ke
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Thank you, M. President.

| just wanted to -- "I
have nore to say on this later
t oday, but before we start our
session | would just like to ask if
we coul d have a nonent of silence
for the victins and all the fol ks
that were affected by the plane
crash in Northeast Phil adel phia

this past weekend.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Menber Driscoll, may we
have a standi ng nonent of silence.

(St andi ng nonment of
sil ence.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The next order of
busi ness is the introduction of
bills and resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, Phil adel phi a.

| have no bills or
resol utions today, but we are
saying Go Eagles today. W're
excited for the Super Bowl on
Sunday. God bl ess them

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Menber
Phillips.

The Chair recogni zes
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Majority Leader Richardson.

COUNCI LMOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci
Presi dent.

Today | offer one
privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the privileged
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
February 2025 as Career and
Techni cal Education Month in the
Cty of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
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Good norning, Council President.

Not hi ng t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Whip Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, col | eagues.

| have two resol utions
today. And | just want to take a
nonment to recogni ze the young
peopl e who are here as ny speci al
guests that's involved in the
resol ution. George Lane is one of
my conm ssioners that's on the
Conmmi ssion as well as /Shanea/ who
wor ks for the Mayor. | don't know
where she is, but thank them for
their | eadership and --

(Shani a.)

CMI:  Shania, | heard

that. I'msorry. Thank you al
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for your |eadership and thank you
for being here, and pl ease keep up
t he good worKk.

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

WIIl the derk please
read the titles of the resolutions
pl ease.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution comrendi ng
the coll aborative efforts of
students agai nst period poverty and
t he Phil adel phia Youth Comm ssion
to expand awareness and access to
menstrual health products and
affirmng that Council wll work to
ensure equitable and easy access to
menstrual health products within
the Gty's public schools.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
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pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring the
life and | egacy of Tyl er Sabapat hy,
a bel oved Tenple University
student.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

Today | offer three
privileged resolutions, one on your
behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the

privileged resol utions.
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CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng places of inportance in
Phi | adel phia's Bl ack history during
Bl ack Hi story Month for their
contributions to the comunity and
efforts in preserving history.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution authorizing
the Joint Commttees on Children
and Youth and Education to review
the Parent University 2.0 website.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution thanking the

Phi | adel phia Museum of Art for
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presenting the Tinme is A ways Now
Artists Refranme the Bl ack Figure,
an i npactful exhibit that honors
and cel ebrates the rich
contributions of the Black and
African diasporic experience.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Good norni ng, Council President,
col | eagues.

| have one
non-privil eged resol ution today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
non-privil eged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
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non-privil eged resol ution urging
Congress to expand the Child Tax
Credit, an essential anti-poverty
initiative that has drastically cut
child poverty and benefited
mllions of famlies.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at the
next session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

Today, | offer two
privileged resol utions co-sponsored
or co-introduced w th Council nenber
Squilla and one non-privil eged
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk
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pl ease read the titles of the
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and cel ebrating the 20th
Anni versary of Phil adel phia Fashi on
Week for its significant
contribution to the enrichnment of
the Gty's fashion community and
t he advancenent of the creative
econony.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Fi nal Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution recogni zing
and honoring Robert Faulds for his
Exceptional Service to the United
States Navy and the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
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pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And A
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2271 North
Philip Street |located in the 7th
Councilmanic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at the
next session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

Today | offer one bil
and one non-privil eged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.
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WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the bill
and resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 6-800 of
The Phi |l adel phia Code, entitled
"Lead Paint D sclosure and
Certification,” to clarify the
deadline for filing certain
actions, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Conm ssi oner of
Public Property to execute and
deliver to the Phil adel phia
Redevel opnent Aut hority deeds
conveying fee sinple title to 2406,
2434, 2440, 2444 North 6th Street,
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2425, 2427 North 7th Street, 2400,
2403, 2455 North 15th Street, 2424,
2416 North 16th Street, 2415 North
Bancroft Street, 1509 West Boston
Street, 1500, 1507 West Cunberl and
Street, 1501-03 and 1510 West Firth
Street, 1422 and 1437 Wst Hagert
Street, 1422 and 1430 Letterly
Street, 2434, 2438, 2440 and 2445
North Marshall Street, 2452 North
Mol e Street, 2418, 2419, 2421, 2428
and 2433 North Sydenham Street in
the 5th Councilmanic D strict of
the Gty of Phil adel phia and
further authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Authority to transfer to the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank fee sinple
title to such properties pursuant
to Section 16-405 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
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pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.
The Chair recogni zes
M nority Leader Brooks.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.
| have one privileged
resolution and one bill to
I ntroduce today.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.
WII the Chief Qerk
pl ease read the titles of the bill
and the non-privil eged resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anending Title 9 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
"Regul ati on of Businesses, Trades

and Professions," by revising
Chapter 9-4300, entitled "Pronoting
Heal thy Fam |ies and Wrkpl aces, "

Chapter 9-4300, entitled "Wage
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Theft Conpl ai nts" and Chapter
9-4500 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Protections for Donestic
Wor kers" and by addi ng new
chapters, entitled "Protecting
Victins of Retaliation and

"Enf orcenment of Worker Protection

Ordi nances, " to add and revi se
definitions; renove provisions
related to wage theft coordinator
add requirenents and renedi es
related to witten contracts, neal
times and breaks, |eave tine,
contract term nation and ot her
protections for donestic workers;
establishing for clains of
retaliation under above-referenced
chapters and Chapter 9-4700 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code ("W ongf ul

Di scharge from Par ki ng Enpl oynent ™)
the el enents of proof and

procedures, renedies and penalties

for enforcenent; authorize creation

Page 49

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 6/ 25 - STATED - |INTRO. OF BILLS
of a worker justice fund for
victins of retaliation, add

requi renments for enployer record
keepi ng and provi sion of notice of
enpl oyee rights under above-
referenced chapters and Chapter
9-4700 revising, clarify
procedures, renedies and penalties
associ ated with adm nistrative and
civil enforcenment under above-
referenced chapters and Chapter
9-4700, provide for annual
reporting to Council and
enforcenent of the Cty's worker
protection | aws, including

i nformati on regardi ng non-conpl i ant
enpl oyers, authorized revocati on of
Cty licenses and contracts awarded
to enployers found in viol ation of
the Gty workers protection | aws,
aut hori ze visa and deferred action
certification on behal f of

i mm grant workers and nmake rel at ed
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techni cal changes, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comi ttee.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and cel ebrati ng the Washer woman
Stri ke of 1881, a Bl ack women-| ed
wor ker novenent fighting for better
wages, dignity and | abor
protections on the occasion of
Bl ack Hi story Mont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes the
gentl eman from Kensi ngton, ny good
friend Councilman JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
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Good norning, Council President.
Good norni ng, coll eagues, and good
nmorning to ny friends fromthe
Donestic Workers Al liance.

| have one privileged
resol uti on and one bill today,
Counci |l President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 11-200
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
" Openi ngs and Excavations in the

Streets,"” to inpose additiona
penal ties on viol ators of
underground permtting
requi rements, under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT

JOHNSON:  This bill will be
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referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and honoring the Phil adel phia
Community Qutreach Commttee, PCCC,
for their dedication to public
safety and community
revitalization.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. President.

| have nothing to
i ntroduce today. Go Birds.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Go Birds.

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | rember M ke Driscoll.
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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Counci |l President, nothing, no
bills or resolutions today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Al right. Thank you.

The Chair recognizes the
gentl eman fromthe Northeast,
Counci | menber O Nei l I.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer two bills by
request and one resol ution
congratul ating nmy al ma nater
St. Joe's Prep on another State
chanpi onship in football. It's
actually the highest |evel of all
the classes, and they just continue
to doit. And |I'mco-introducing
that with Council man Young, who has
the Prep in his District, and it's
co- sponsored by every nenber of
Counci| except one nenber who |

think went to La Salle.
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And | think there were
too many big words in all fairness,
so I'lIl nove for the adoption at
the proper tinme. Thank you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  WII the Chief derk
pl ease read the titles of the bills
and resolutions. It's a tradition
for those who don't understand.
CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance aut hori zing the
Conmm ssi oner of Public Property, on
behal f of the GCty, to acquire from
t he Commonweal th of Pennsyl vania a
per petual right and easenent on,
over and across a certain tract of
| and at the intersection of
Sout hanpt on Road and Roosevelt
Boul evard for roadway and rel ated
I nprovenents, under certain terns
and condi ti ons.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
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referred to the appropriate
conm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance aut hori zing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property and
the Streets Conmm ssioner, on behalf
of the City, to own and naintain a
bridge to be constructed by the
Pennsyl vani a Departnent of
Transportation ("PennDOT") to carry
Byberry Road over certain railroad
tracks between Evans Street and
Wor t hi ngt on Road, and pl acing said
bri dge carrying Byberry Road on the
City Plan, pursuant to the ternms of
an agreenment between the Gty and
PennDOT, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
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privileged resolution honoring and
congratulating the St. Joe's
Preparatory H gh School footbal
teamfor their success in w nning
the PI AA 6A state chanpi onship.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President,

| offer five bills,
three on your behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
bills.

CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance establ i shing parking

regulations in the vicinity of
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W dey Street between Col unbi a
Avenue and Earl Street; Dunton
street between Wl dey Street and
Grard Avenue; Earl Street between
Grard Avenue and W1 dey Street;
South 7th Street between Johnston
Street and Bigler Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance to anend Bill No. 240182
(approved June 14, 2024), entitled
“An Ordi nance To Adopt a Capital
Program for the six Fiscal Years,
2025- 2030 inclusive," by revising
vari ous appropriation anmounts and
totals to conformto anendnents to
the FY2025 Capital Budget
Ordi nance, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate

comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance aut hori zing transfers and
appropriations for Fiscal Year 2025
fromthe G ants Revenue Fund,
certain or all Gty offices,
departnents, boards and
conmm ssions, to the General Fund,
certain or all Cty offices,
departnents, boards and
conmm ssions, and the Transportation
Fund, certain or all Cty offices,
departnents, boards and
conmm ssi ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance to amend Bill No. 240181,
(approved June 14, 2024), entitled
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"An Ordi nance To Adopt Fiscal 2025
Capital Budget," by revising

vari ous appropriations, anounts and
totals, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm ttee.

Council wll be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

CH EF CLERK: | got it.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance est abl i shing parking
regulations in the vicinity of York
Street between Al nond Street and
Mercer Street; Carion Street
bet ween Di cki nson Street and Tasker
Street; Ellsworth Street between

South 7th Street and South 8th
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Street; Annin Street between
Marshal |l Street and South 7th
Street; Ellsworth Street between
Passyunk Avenue and South 9th
Street; Pierce Street between South
12th Street and South 11th Street;
McCl ellan Street between South 9th
Street and South 10th Street;
Jackson Street between South 5th
Street and South 6th Street; Cross
Street between South 5th Street and
South 4th Street; South 5th Street
bet ween Morris Street and Tasker
Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer two privileged
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resol uti ons and one non-privil eged.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
privileged and non-privil eged
resol uti ons pl ease.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2248 Ruffner
Street |located in the 8th
Council manic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Fi nal Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng

the nonth of February 2025 as Teen
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Dati ng Vi ol ence Awar eness and
Preventi on Mont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring the
Work of Pan-African Sisterhood
Health Initiative, (P.A S HI.)
artisans, volunteers, students and
supporters of P.AS.HI. for their
selfless contributions and
comm tment to both |ocal and
i nternational conmunities.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Dr. N na Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Thank you, Council President.
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No bills or resolutions.
Go Birds.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Go Birds.

There being no reports
fromcommttees today, the next
order of business is the
consi deration of the Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber and Majority Leader
Kat herine Gl nore Richardson for
the purpose of calling up bills and
resol utions on the Second Readi ng
and Fi nal Passage Cal endars.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

The followng bills and
resol utions are being called up
fromthe Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars today: Nos.
241144, 250022, 250054 and 250058.

The following bills and resol utions
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on the Cal endar are being hel d:
241097, 250030, 240427, 240304-A
and 240665.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you. Before
considering these bills and
resolutions, we wll consider
public coment as follows: Your
public coment nust concern matters
on the Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars for possible
action in today's Council session.

Al'l speakers nust sign
up in order to testify. If you
have not already signed up before,
gi ve your name to Ms. Hasson at the
table outside the rails to ny left.
Once you have signed up, you w ||
be called in the order in which
your nane appears on the sign-up
sheet.

Under idea

ci rcunstances, public comenters

Page 65

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 06/ 2025

2/ 6/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COVMENT
each will have three mnutes to
speak. However, this tinme limt
may vary from session-to-session.
Today, the time imt is two
mnutes. In order to be fair to
all those wi shing to speak, |
intend to hold faithfully to the
two-mnute limt.

When you begi n speaki ng,
you will see a green light on the
podium \When there are 30 seconds
remaining to your time, the |ight
will turn yellow which is your
rem nder to please concl ude your
remarks. Once two m nutes have
passed, the light will turn red and
the Sergeant-at-Arns wl |
di sconnect the m crophone.

At that point please
yield the podiumto the next
speaker if you have not already
done so. | also reserve the right,

pursuant to our rules of Council,
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tolimt repetitious coments on
t he sane matter

Wth that being said, I
w il ask for the Chief Cerk to
pl ease call the first speaker

CH EF CLERK: W I
Jereny Bl atstein, Kate Perez,
Mai sha Sul | i van-Ongoza and G oria
Greer nmake their way to the podi um

(Wt nesses approached
podi um)

MR. BLATSTEIN. Hell o,
Cty Council, Gty Council
President. There's been a rough
coupl e of weeks in the city of
Phi | adel phi a, but there's been sone
positive things but there's been
sone negative, so ny thoughts go
out to the Northeast.

There al so has been
silence fromthis body and fromthe
City on what occurred two Saturdays

ago in Philadel phia. An
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organi zation that was classified by
the Biden Adm nistration Treasury
Departnent held a protest. It was
a pro-resistance glorifying Cctober
7th. It's conpletely unacceptable
that the Cty of Philadel phiais
all owi ng these types of protests to
occur that are being organi zed and
put on by terrorist organizations.
So it's just sonething that really
needs to get kept in mnd as we
nove forward.

Secondly, we want to
tal k about what's going on in
Washi ngton, D.C. and what is really
the difference between El on Musk
and the people that are working for
hi m and sone of your staffers when
it comes to the Philadel phia Land
Bank.

The Phi | adel phia Land
Bank is being pulled by sone of

your staffers in terns of the | and
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managenent policy so that's really
just sonmething to keep in mnd as
we build housing in Philadel phia,
that you guys do it yoursel ves and
not interfere wth what the Land
Bank's goal is, is to build
housi ng.

The last thing | wll
say is raise your hand if you rode
SEPTA in the | ast week. Zero,
zero, zero, zero, but that's
anot her week that none of the
Counci | peopl e are using our public
transit. And the last thing the
bill that was put out for the
gentl eman from Tenpl e, do not, do
not clinb the light poles, the
street poles on Sunday when the
Eagles win. Go Birds. Thank you.

MS. PEREZ: |'m Kate
Perez. And on Monday |sraeli
forces blew up 23 buildings in

Jenin primarily civilian hones and
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bl ocked escape routes with mlitary
checkpoints. As Day & Zimrerman is
the primary supplier of the three
nost used nunitions, it's possible
that the bonbs killing civilians
overseas were signed for in this
city. Businesses that partner with
and supply the occupation with
weapons don't conformto our city
val ues.

On Tuesday the | OF
bl i ndf ol ded and ki dnapped dozens of
Pal esti ni an nmen near Hebron on the
sane day our President announced he
wants the U.S. to also illegally
occupy Pal estine. |Israeli forces
have al ready di spl aced 9000 peopl e
I n Tul karm si nce January, cutting
off water and electricity in an
attenpt to nake the refugee canp
uni nhabi t abl e.

Trunp calls Gaza a

denolition site while sitting next
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to the internationally-wanted war
crimnal who ordered the air
strikes, selling forced
di spl acenent as humani tari an
concern, saying Pal estinians should
have fresh | and that sone ot her
country can pay for, attenpting to
normal i ze Israel's crinmes agai nst
humanity. Qur humanitari an
president is currently pressuring
Congress to approve anot her
billion-dollar sale of arnored
bul | dozers and 1000- pound bonbs
that Fetterman believes shoul d be
sold wi thout condition.

Since 1948, Pal estini ans
have been clear they wll never
| eave their | and and have al ready
been rebuilding. Anerica has no
authority over Pal estinian futures.
Egypt has refused this plan and
Jordan is ready to go to war should

we try.
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As | CE di sgui se

t hensel ves as police and

mai nt enance nen, raiding businesses
wi t hout warrants, Tenple students
feel enmpowered to dress up as |ICE
and harass | ocal businesses. This
Counci | should be concerned why a
gover nnent agency i s going out of
Its way to disguise thensel ves and
break i nto homes w thout warrants,
havi ng al ready detai ned nmany
citizens and Native Anmericans from
hours to days.

We know | srael has never

honored any ceasefire agreenent,

| essening their strikes in Gaza and
now focusing their indiscrimnate
bonmbi ngs to the illegally occupied
West Bank. This is the occupation
t hat Kensi ngton police conmanders
give private tours to. W should
support Al Geen's Articles of

| npeachnent for the President
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calling for forced displacenent.
We cannot be sister cities with an
apartheid occupation. As always,

arnms enbargo now. Free Pal estine,

fuck | CE

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Mai sha Sullivan -- Miisha Sullivan-

Ongoza, Goria Geer. My Lynada
Grace Bl ack and Pheral yn Dove al so
make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

MS. SULLI VAN- ONGOZA:
[''m Mai sha Sul livan-Ongoza and |'m
representing the Pan-African
Si sterhood --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Can you speak into the
mec --

MS. SULLI VAN- ONGOZA:
Pan- African --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  There you go.

MS. SULLI VAN- ONGOZA: - -
Sisterhood Health Initiative
finally called P.A S .HI., and we
want to thank Council woman Ci ndy
Bass for recognizing this
organi zation that's been
partnering -- even though we're in
her District, the people who are
volunteering are fromall over the
city. And we're a nulti-
generational project that produce
reusabl e nenstrual pads, and we've
been since 2019.

| just want to say that
the Gty should |l ook into
supporting projects like this that
are dignity-affirmng, life-
enhanci ng and wor| d- preserving.
These are the issues that we need
to be concerned about and all the
policies that you're doing here.

But we would like to introduce

Page 74

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 06/ 2025

2/ 6/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COVMENT
P.A.S.HI. as a project of internal
capaci ty Phil adel phia has for
nmeeting a basic need. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. GREER  Good
nor ni ng, everyone and to the
Phi | adel phia Gty Council
President, M. Kenyatta Johnson,
and especially to Ms. G ndy Bass,
our sponsor, and to the legislative
body who made this day possible.
It's a great day for P.A. S . HI.

P.AS.HI. is the
Pan- Afri can Si sterhood Heal th
Initiative community, and we thank
you for considering this citation
and resolution. M nanme is Goria
Greer and |'ma proud nenber and a
seanstress with P.A S . HI.

It's also a great day
for you, the Gty Council of
Phi | adel phia. You see, it was

nearly six years ago that we
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cel ebrated the birthday of Mama
Harri et Tubman right here at Gty
Hall with a display of handnmade
quilts. Many of those quilts were
made by the P.A S.H |. nenbers and
our sister organi zation, the
Sankofa Artisans Guild. That was
my first interaction, introduction
to Gty Hall and City Council, as |
was conpelled at that tine to join
P.A.S.HI.

So thank you for the
comon bond of social consciousness
and awareness. Thank you for the
mul ti-generation approach to
I ncl ude youth engagenent and teen
prograns and initiatives. You see,
that's what we do at the
Pan- Afri can Sisterhood Heal th
initiative. W're |like that
Sankofa bird synbol. You know, we
believe in learning fromthe past,

create a better and positive

Page 76

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 06/ 2025

2/ 6/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COVMENT

future.

| f you know about the
Sankofa bird, the bird stands
strai ght but he | ooks over nuch
i ke one of ny yoga noves. He
| ooks over his right shoul der,
| ooki ng back to bring it forward.
So in other words, we go back and
get it.

W would like for you to
consider P.A S . HIl. community as
gi vi ng back, using our soci al
activismplatformto help girls and
wonen | ocally and globally. W
live in dignity-affirmng -- oops,
| think I"'mgoing to get cut off --
dignity-affirm ng environnent, and
we do so because it could lead to
heal t hy, |ife-enhanci ng experiences
and worl d preservation, because
normal pads have bacteria that
affect the blood. It has cellul ose

made from wood pul p and pl astics
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that can add fragrances, and all of
this are forever forgiving
chem cals that affect our body. W
ask you to consider this resolution
and | will distribute sone pads for
your inspection. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Lynada Grace Bl ack, Pheral yn Dove.
And may A ivia Rodriguez, Mercedes
Reyes, Rosalia Lerma and Angelica
Aparaci o al so nmake their way to the
podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MS. GRACE BLACK: \Well,
good norning everybody. M nane is
Li nda Grace Black and I am a nenber
of PPAS.HI. and we are excited to
be here today. W neet at the
Uim Friends Peace Center. And as
you may know, Ujinma stands for

coll ective work and responsibility.
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We are engaged in the
wor k of collective work and
responsibility in this city, the
City of Brotherly Love and Sisterly
Affection. | aman artist. | ama
menber of PPAS HI., and | ama
person who is also a nenber of
Uim Friends Peace Center. One of
the things that | do at P.A S H. I
is | cut the fabrics using a
machi ne called the AccuQuilt.

There is a man nanmed Art
Eden who al so works with me. He
has five daughters. He is 80 years
old. And Art is one of nmany nen
and young nmen who work with us on a
regular basis at PPA S HI. It is
exciting to have them cone and be
ent husi asti ¢ about | earni ng about
pads, nenstrual disciples, |earning
about how pads are produced and the
i nportance of the pad, the kind of

pads that we nake, reusable
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menst rual pads.

Art is just, as | said,
one of many nen. W have nen who
are young, who are from m ddle
school, high school and col |l ege who
join us. And you mght like to
know t hat the young nmen who do cone
with us, they are so excited about
wor king with us and about the pads,
they ask to take pads hone to their
sisters. They understand how
inportant it is to use these kinds
of products that are non-toxic. W
are excited about having themwth
us.

In addition to that, we
wel cone your donations. W welcone
donations. W lack in gray thread,
cotton thread, pool fabric, absorb
fabric. If you want to know nore
about the kind of donations that
you can offer us, please | ook on

our website. Thank you so nuch.
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M5. DOVE: G eetings.
My name is Pheralyn Dove. | ama
poet based in Overbrook, and I am a
proud volunteer with P.A S . HI.
| ' m passi onat e about worki ng on
this project, which is a process
and a novenent that not only
i npacts wonen and girls right here
i n Phil adel phia, but these kits
whi ch are hygi eni c and sust ai nabl e,
they go out to wonen and girls
t hroughout this area, but also
t hroughout different countries in
Africa and the Cari bbean.
One of the things | |ove
about P.AS. HIl. is that it's a
space, safe space for sisterhood
and for brotherhood. W do have
men that volunteer. W also have a
mul ti-generational gathering where
there are Baby Booners |ike nyself.
There are Gen X. W have

MIlennials, we have Gen Z and we
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have wonen and boys that are in
col | ege, high school and m ddl e
school .

| wanted to stress that
this is a famly project for ne.
My sister and ny cousin cone from
W m ngton, Del aware every week to
volunteer. And | also wanted to
say that it is actually an honor to
wor k on col | ecti ve worki ng and
creative opportunity in a safe
space.

And | al so wanted to say
that we connect with sisters
| ocal ly and around the gl obe. |
wanted to say that we are honored
to be here to represent sisters and
brothers fromP.A S.HI. Thank you
so nuch for your tine and for your
consideration. And if anyone wants
to see what the kit |ooks |like and
how it is, please cone and see us

afterwards. Thank you so nuch.
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(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: My we
have A ivia Rodriguez, Mercedes
Reyes, Rosalia Lernma, Angelica
Aparaci o make their way to the
podium And may Arnetta Anderson
and Abena Ruiz al so nmake their way
to the podium Thank you.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

M5. RODRI GUEZ: ( Spani sh

transl ation).

M5. ESTER |I'm
Catherine Easter. I|I'minterpreting
Ms. AQivia's -- I"'minterpreting

Ms. divia's cooments. Hello. W
nane is Aivia. |'ma donestic
wor ker in Phil adel phia and a nenber
of the National Alliance of
Donesti ¢ Workers Phil adel phi a
Chapt er.

In 1881, Bl ack

washerwonen in Atlanta sai d enough
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and organi zed to demand fair wages
and respect for their work. Today
donmestic workers continue to face
abuse and retaliation, but we
follow their exanple. Their fight
shows us that when we are united,
we can achi eve real changes for
everyone.

For years we have been
treated as if our work had no
val ue, but care and cl eanliness are
essential so that all famlies can
go out to work with peace of m nd.
It is time for our rights to be
respected and guaranteed by | aw.

| have worked in
factories, cleaning offices and
honmes, but ny nost significant job
was as a nanny for al nost six
years. | took care of a child
since he was very small while ny
own children were in ny country

under the care of ny nother.
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Duri ng those years |
took care of himwth | ove and
dedi cation, as if he were part of
nmy famly. | felt that ny work was
nore than a job. It was a
responsibility and an act of | ove.
One day | got sick and called to
say | couldn't cone to work. To ny
surprise, the famly told ne that
they no | onger needed ne. It hurt
me deeply because | had devel oped a
sincere affection for the child I
was caring for.

They fired nme w t hout
notice, wthout respect and w t hout
recogni zi ng the years of dedication
| had given. Despite ny
dedi cation, they had no regard for
ny well-being. Qur bill of rights
say we were entitled to two weeks'
notice before a layoff. But in ny
case, that didn't happen.

It was an injustice that
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affected ne deeply, not only
financially but also enotionally.
Many tinmes we demand our rights we
face retaliation. This bil
creates new protections agai nst
retaliation so no workers are
afraid to speak up.

Now, | know there are
| aws that protect us, but we still
need nore guarantees to prevent
this from happeni ng to other
col | eagues and that there are
consequences agai nst bad enpl oyers.
Thank you to everyone who has
supported this and 13 nenbers of
Counci | .

(Appl ause.)

M5. REYES:. ( Spanish
transl ation).

MS. ESTER  Cat heri ne
Ester reading the interpretive
version of Ms. Mercedes' statenent.

Hello. M nane is Mercedes Reyes.

Page 86

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 06/ 2025

2/ 6/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COVMENT

| am Sal vadoran, a retired donestic
wor ker in Philadelphia. I'"ma

| eader of the National Donestic
Wrkers Alliance, Pennsylvania
Chapt er.

|'ve been a donestic
wor ker since | was only 11 years
old, first in El Sal vador, then in
Phi | adel phi a when | noved here
during the Gvil War of 1988. 1|'ve
t aken care of children, cleaned
houses and worked as a |iving
wor ker in hones.

Despite the abuse |
faced, |'ve never stopped fighting
for nyself and ny col |l eagues. |'ve
dedicated ny life to organi zing
wor kers so that they know their
rights and do not suffer what |
have suffered. Al though
Phi | adel phi a has noved forward with
| aws such as Donestic Wrkers Bill

of Rights, there's so many workers

Page 87

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 06/ 2025

2/ 6/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COVMENT
who continue to face abuse. For
many years, we've worked w thout
fair wages, w thout protection,
wi t hout respect.

Enpl oyers continue to
steal wages, deny basic rights and
puni sh those who stand up for their
rights. Today we're here to change
that. During 14 years | worked as
an internal worker for only $2 an
hour w t hout days of rest or
benefits. | suffered an acci dent
at work that left me in the
hospital for 11 days and ny
enpl oyer didn't give ne anything.

Many workers still face
wage theft, unfair dism ssals and
I nhumane condi tions. W thout
strong | egal support, they remain
silent for fear of retaliation.
We're not asking for favors. W're
demandi ng justice. Thanks to NDWA

and the | eaders who join us today.
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We know t hat together we have
power. If a law like the POANER Act
had exi sted before, many working
wonen woul d not have gone through
what |'ve experienced. Nowis the
time to ensure that all workers
have real protection and can work
with dignity. Thank you. God
bl ess you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Rosalia Lerma, Angelica Aparacio,
Arnetta Anderson.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. LERMA:  (Spani sh
transl ation).

M5. ESTER  Cat heri ne
Ester reading the interpretation of
Ms. Rosalia Lerma's remarks. Good
norning. My nane is Rosalia. |'m
a | eader of the National Donestic

Workers Al liance Pennsyl vani a
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Chapter. |1've worked as a donestic
wor ker in Philadel phia for nore
than 15 years.

Today we are here to
honor the history of donmestic
wor kers. W are renenbering those
who cane before us |ike the Bl ack
washerwonmen of Atlanta and we want
to make history like them who
showed that united workers have
power. They faced threats,
retaliation and even arrests but
they did not give up.

Today we continue their
pat h, denmandi ng protections such as
POAER Act to ensure that no worker
is afraid to speak up. Too nmany
wor kers have suffered in silence
for fear of retaliation. And
wi t hout real protections nmany
wor kers | ose their jobs over
defending their rights. This can't

go on |ike this.
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The PONER Act woul d give
us tools to protect us from abuse
and make sure there are rea
consequences for bad enpl oyers.
This | aw woul d hel p workers receive
conpensati on when they suffer
retaliation. It would also ensure
t hat enpl oyers cannot conti nue
expl oiting workers w thout facing
puni shnments. It would give us the
| egal support we need to defend
oursel ves without fear. W want
| aws and real protections.

The PONER Act is an
opportunity to change history and
ensure that no enpl oyer can puni sh
us for demandi ng our rights. W're
here to tell the Phil adel phia
government that it's tine to act.
Wth this | aw we protect today's
wor kers and the generations that
cone after us. Thank you and thank

you to all the 13 Council nenbers
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who support us.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Angel i ca Aparaci o, Arnetta
Ander son, Abena Ruiz. My
M t cher son Harewood and Kwane
Acheanpong al so make their way to
t he podi um

M5. APARACI O ( Spani sh
transl ation).

M5. ESTER  Cat heri ne
Ester, reading the interpreted
remarks -- the translated remarks
of Ms. Angelica. Good norning
Counci | renbers. M nane is
Angelica. | work in a restaurant
and | am a nother and | eader of the
Rest aurant Wirkers Comm tt ee.

As a Hispanic worker, we
face a conplicated situation that
exposes us to possible retaliation
fromour enployers. Wth the

recent changes in the governnent,
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we find ourselves in an even nore
difficult position. W are facing
nore wage theft, unjustified
di sm ssals and threats.

The fear of |osing our
j obs silences us, preventing us
fromraising our voices in defense
of our rights. This situation
rem nds ne of the strike of African
Ameri can wonen who fought
tirelessly for better wages,
dignity and protection in the
wor kpl ace.

Li ke them nany workers
are forced to remain silent in the
faces of the injustices we face.
Therefore, in nenory of the
Washerwonmen Strike | call on City
Council officials to consider and
vote in favor of the anti-
retaliation |egislation that was
i ntroduced today. This |egislation

seeks to i nprove working conditions
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for all workers.

It is essential that
nmeasures are taken to guarantee a
fair and equal work environnent
where our rights are respected and
our dignity as workers is val ued.
Today as we honor the Washerwonen's
Stri ke, we must renenber that the
fight for labor justice is a cause
that unites us and that deserves to
be heard and taken seriously.

Thank you to the 13 council nenbers
supporting us.

(Appl ause.)

M5. ANDERSON:  Good
afternoon. My nane is Arnetta
Anderson and | am a nenber of the
Donmestic Wirkers Alliance and W
Dream in Bl ack Phil adel phi a
Chapter. | ama nulti-generational
care worker and a proud
grandnother. | spent years caring

for elderly people so that they can
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live with dignity and | |ove ny
j ob.

| cone before you today
as we are making history like the
Atl anta washer wonen who stood up
for fair pay and respect. They
wor ked | ong hours, carried heavy
| oads and still barely nmade enough
to survive. So they organize --
they orga -- they organized and
demanded better. And they won.
Their fight didn't end in 1881. W
are still fighting today.

A | ot has changed since
then but too nmuch still stays the
same for donestic workers |ike mne.
I love my work but | have faced
struggles just like the washer
wonen did. | got hurt on ny job.
| broke bones in ny face. M
client that | cared for passed
away. | was devastated and

hear t br oken.
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Upon getting recovery, |
lost ny job. | got a service pay
for only $100. | spent over a year
fighting for ny rights for the
benefits | deserve and so did sone
of ny clients that | care for.
Donestic workers are still being
puni shed for speaking up. W get
fired for action for fair pay and
sick days. W work for weeks and
don't even get paid. The PONER Act
will provide protection for
retaliation and hol ding bad
enpl oyees accountable. W just
want to thank all 13 nenbers for
hel ping us with this bill. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. RU Z: Good day,
everyone. M nane is Abena Rui z,
and |'ma professional nanny with
over 20 years experience and |I'm

al so a doul a. | ama |l eader in the
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Nati onal Donestic Wirker Alliance
and W Dreamin Bl ack Pennsyl vani a
Chapt er.

| love what | do. This
work is a choice for ne and it is
sacred. |'ma nother of one, but
t hroughout ny career | have cared
for and nurtured 10-plus children.
As a Bl ack donestic worker, | know
that our fight today is built on
the struggl es of those who cane
before us |like the Atlanta
Washerwonen Stri ke of 1881.

Bl ack washerwonen in
Atl anta risked everything to demand
better pay and working conditions.
They organi zed, they stood together
and they risk everything to denmand
better pay and working conditions.
Their strength fuel our novenent
today. | have spent years fighting
for domestic worker rights and the

fight is far from over.
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| have lived in
Pennsyl vani a for over 20 years,

Phi |l adel phia. | fell in love with
this city, but it's also where |
have faced ny biggest struggles as
a worker. Choosing this work
shoul d not mean choosi ng
exploitation. Being a worker in
the city has neant navigating work
with no real protections.

There were days when
famlies would visit enployers and
| would be told that | wasn't
needed that week, especially around
the holiday tinmes where | needed ny
paycheck the nost. Nothing could
be done. W could be let go at any
random nonment with no notice or
r enor se.

When you are a single
nother with a child at home, this
is aterrifying reality. Donestic

wor kers are treated as di sposable
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and that is unacceptable. W are
not just enpl oyees, we are nurses,
teachers, protectors, counselors
all wrapped in one. Qur work makes
every other work possible. Yet we
remai n some of the nost unprotected
wor kers in the country.

This is why we need real
protections, real accountability
and real consequences for enpl oyers
who are unfair so that we can fee
secure in the workplace. W fought
for and won the Donestic Worker
Bill of Rights. But what is a bill
wi thout an anti-retaliation |aw
It is as if we were given a hone
but without wi ndows or doors, no
security, no protection.

The PONER Act will give
us that security and | ock and key
that we need for the hone finally.
This legislation would renove a | ot

of fear that workers face. I w |
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keep fighting, not just for nyself
but for every worker who cones
after nme. | hope you all will join
me. | want to give special thanks
to the 13 Council menbers who
support this bill, especially
Counci | mrenber Kendra Brooks and
Counci | menber Harrity. Thank you
so mnuch.

(Appl ause.)

MR, HAREWOOD: Good
norning. My nanme is Mtch Harewood
and I'ma menber of a National
Donestic Workers Alliance
Pennsyl vani a Chapter. For about
three decades |'ve been working as
a nanny in Philadel phia. As a
Bl ack mal e nanny in predom nantly
Wi t e nei ghbor hoods have faced bias
and chal | enges, but | continue this
wor k because | know how i nport ant
it is to ensure children and

famlies are safe and well taken
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care of. 1've had the privilege of
havi ng good fam lies to defend ne.
However, this is not the reality of
many workers in this city.

We as Bl ack and Brown
workers in this city need to be
respected and recogni zed. | am
here to give a voice to those who
are afraid. Wen we work in hones,
restaurants and ot her
non-traditional workplaces, we
don't have an avenue to file
conplaints. Wth donestic work in
particul ar, soneone's hone is your
wor kpl ace. You're at the nercy of
your enpl oyer.

As a matter of fact,
donesti c workers don't have an HR
departnent. My story is not
original. Qur story is not
original. The Atlanta Washerwonen
Strike of 1881 rem nds us that

donesti c workers have al ways been
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at the forefront of |abor rights.
Those Bl ack wonen stood together to
demand dignity, fair wages and
respect just as we do today.

The Washerwonen, al ong
with other key figures in our Black
hi story, are exanples of how our
comuni ti es have faced systenmatic
exclusion fromequal rights. Being
Bl ack or Brown does not nean you
have to suffer.

Retaliation is real.
Wrkers are fired, threatened and
bl ackl i sted sinply for demandi ng
that they are legally owed. It's
time to take real accountability.
Wr kers shoul d not have to choose
between their work, dignity and
their livelihood. The POAER Act
woul d ensure that workers |ike ne
and ny col | eagues are protected.

If alaw like this

exi sted, many of us would not have
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to suffer in silence. Labor abuse
is painful. No one should ever
feel that way. | want to thank the
13 nenbers that support this bill.

CH EF CLERK: May Kwane
Acheanpong, Havana MEl vai ne,

Muni ra Edens and Fonya Peebl es al so
nmake their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

MR, ACHEAMPONG  CGood
norning, City Council. M nane is
Kwanme Acheanpong, and |I'malso a
menber of the Philly Black Wrker
Project. | amtestifying on the
resol ution that conmenorates the
Washerwonen Stri ke of 1881, a Bl ack
wonman- | ed wor ker novenent fighting
for better wages, dignity and | abor
protections.

Simlar to the
washer wonen, wor kers of col or and

i mm grant workers still work in
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unsafe environnents and they need

| egi sl ative protections that wll
hel p them stand up for thensel ves.
Qur legislation introduces a
solution that allows workers to
feel confortable with advocating
for thensel ves when faced with
unsafe working conditions and
retaliatory enployers.

The solution is to put

t he burden back on enployers to

di sprove retaliation when workers
are victins of firings or any other
retaliatory actions after
advocating for what is legally
right in the workplace. Currently,
retaliation can be difficult to
prove because the enpl oyer can say
that there were other reasons for
the firing or other retaliatory
action. This results in the Ofice
of Worker Protections dism ssing

the retaliation conplaint.
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Bef ore di scussi ng our
solution, I would like to share
wi th everyone gathered here the
| egal definition of retaliation and
my own story where | fell victimto
retaliation. Retaliationis a
forrmula that occurs in two parts:
First, a worker denmands their | egal
right fromtheir enployer and,
second, the enployer takes adverse
action agai nst the worker.
In ny story, | faced
retaliation fromarguably the
| ar gest business here in
Phi | adel phia and an international
human resource consultant firm
t hrough which | was enpl oyed. From
Cctober 11, 2021 until August 22,
2024 1 was enpl oyed by Robert Half
Hiring Solutions to work as an
i nci dent manager for Contast.
During my enpl oynent

w th Robert Half and Contast, | was
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not entitled to PTO but | was
entitled to five days of sick |eave
yearly. During ny yearly three-
year enploynent, | can count on one
hand t he nunber of tinmes | have
been absent for work. Each tine |
never invoked the sick |eave | was
entitled to and took a financi al
| oss on the days that | m ssed
wor K.

Even foll ow ng surgery
to better ny livelihood, | clocked
in for an on-call shift the
foll om ng day despite post-surgery
pain. Followng a difficult nove
to a new apartnment in August, |
contracted COVID and reported to ny
supervi sor that | would be unable
to work the followng day. | also
contacted ny recruiter Robert Half
to receive sone assistance invoking
a day of ny contract obligated sick

| eave so that | did not incur a
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financial |loss (inaudible) the
expensi ve process of noving.

| received radio silence
from Robert Half for a week until
my recruiter infornmed nme that | was
being let go fromny contract --

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Ti ne
i's up.

MR ACHEAMPONG | j ust
go for ny contract --

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Sir, please concl ude
your remarks. GCkay. W want to be
fair to everyone. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. MCELVAINE: Good
norni ng, everyone. M/ nane is
Havana McEl vaine. | amlikew se a
menber of the Philly Black Worker
Project and a worker, a tenp worker
in Philly. 1'mhere to lift up the
voi ces of ny conrades in the

Nati onal Donestic Wrrkers Alli ance
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and also to testify on the

resol ution that conmenorates the
Washerwonmen Stri ke of 1881.

To add to the comments
of nmy conrades who have al ready
spoken, we're commenorating the
Washer wonen of Atl anta, who
organized in a time in the United
States where they were -- nost of
them fornmerly ensl aved peopl e,
living in a society that wanted to
unalive them kill them see them
expl oi ted, see them degraded, and
see themstaying in their place,
and that was as exploited, deval ued
workers in a city that depended
entirely on their |abor for the
function of the city.

What their strike
teaches us is the power that
wor kers have when they cone
t oget her and advocate for their

rights. The POAER | egi sl ation and
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anti-retaliation, especially for
us, the Black Wrker Project, is
i mportant because we support
wor kers who are formerly
i ncarcerated com ng out of a nonent
intheir life where our country and
our laws nmake it inpossible often
for these people to rebuild their
l'ives.

W' re supporting our
I mm grant brothers and sisters
ri ght now who are especially under
fire under this Adm nistration, and
we are here to say that we are
fighting for material gains for
enpl oyers who take advantage of
these vulnerabilities and know t hat
they can exploit workers who don't
know their rights or don't believe
they have their rights or don't
bel i eve they have a better option
other than to tol erate inhumane,

undi gni fying conditions.
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And we are also here to
say that synbolically this strike,
this resolution and this
| egi sl ation represents for us the
power that we have, not only in
Phi | adel phi a as workers and as
oppr essed peopl e but com ng
together for struggles all over the
world, for a free Palestine, for a
free Haiti, for a free Cuba, for
oppressed people all over the
wor |l d. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: May Munira
Edens, Fonya Peebl es, Fanon Peebl es
and Janet Fal ante al so nmake their
way to the podium

(Wtnesses approached

podi um )

MS. EDENS: Good
nmorni ng, Council. M nane is
Munira -- ny nane is Minira Edens

and | am a worker justice organizer
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with the Philly Black Worker
Project. W are a worker center
that fight for dignity, justice and
respect for |owwage, formerly
I ncarcerated workers here in the
city of Phil adel phi a.

This Black History
Month, | would |Iike to thank
Counci | mrenber Brooks for her
resol ution on the Washerwonen
Strike of 1881. Like many of our
menbers who experienced
I ncarceration, the Black wonen of
the Washer Society were fornmerly
ensl aved Bl ack workers whose | abor
had been exploited. And like the
many organi zations we work wth, we
fight for the workers that
enpl oyers take advantage of by
steal ing wages and not giving the
proper equi pnent to conplete their
j ob safely.

Too often we hear
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stories from cooks, hosts, nannies
and ot her workers about the
conditions they are forced to work
under. Qur nenbers are tenp
wor kers who work in the cold
wi t hout anything to keep them warm
while watching the full-tinme staff
use handwarners. Not only do they
have to work in cold, but the
environnment i s hazardous and the
staff is at fault when accidents
happen.

Now, with a Trunp
adm nistration imnmgrant rights and
pro-worker policies need to be a
priority. There are sone --

(Appl ause.)

M5. EDENS: Yes. There
are sone key pieces -- here are
sone key pieces of our POAER
| egislation I'd |like to highlight,
whi ch PONER stands for Protect Cur
Wr kers and Enforce Qur Rights.
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Since workers are afraid to speak
out because of their inmmgration
status, this legislation wl]l
provi de protections to inmm grant
wor kers who support agenci es that
enforce | abor | aws.

Wth this new | aw,
enpl oyees will be awarded noney to
cover the harm-- with this new
| aw, enpl oyees wi Il be awarded
nmoney to cover the harmthat was
done by the enpl oyer, and enpl oyers
wi || be held accountable --

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Your
tinme is up.

M5. EDENS: We will have
a bad actors database for bosses
who are repeat offenders and prey
on our workers. And if these
bosses don't notify enpl oyees of
their rights, they wll be fined.
Today our anti-retaliation is being

i ntroduced to bring enforcenent and
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even nore protection --

COUNCI LMOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you.

Before we proceed with
the next witness to give public
coment, as a rem nder we do have a
very long list of individuals who
have signed up to testify today.

We are respectfully requesting that
everyone pl ease keep your remarks
to two mnutes so that we have the
opportunity to hear from each and
every one of you here. Thank you
very much.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Fonya Peebl es, Fanon Peebl es, Janet
Fal ante. And may Corey Rei dy and
Terrell Cannon al so nake their way
to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

M5. PEEBLES: Thank you.

First, | just want to give thanks
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to the entire Cty Council and then
al so a special thanks to Mnority
Counci | woman Kendra Brooks. And
this is for ny nother Paul a Peebl es
for her street nam ng.

To be ny nother's
daughter is to continually aspire
to Bl ack excellence. The divine
wor k that was her life continues on
in me as her el dest daughter and
her grandchildren. Thank you so
much for this honor.

MR. BROWN: Good
norni ng, everyone. M nane is
Fanon Brown. | amthe el dest
grandson to Paul a Peebles. Can you
hear me? Thank you. And | want to
al so extend gratitude and thanks to
the entire Gty Council and the
Cty of Philadelphia for this
recognition.

| prepared sonme remarks.

['Il just pull themup. There's a
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thenme call ed Container by an arti st
nanmed Fi ona Apple in which she
proclainms, | have only one thing to
do and that's be the way that | am
and then sink back into the ocean.
Sol'd like to think of
individuals -- 1'd like to think as
individuals. W could be alittle
paddl e wave or a gigantic tidal
wave. Either way we all exist in
this single fluid body, working in
tandem wi th ot her species and
organi snms and with each other with
the capacity to carry a note-filled
bottle from shore-to-shore or to
change an entire | andscape within
seconds of our arrival.

The (inaudi ble) of Paula
Peebl es’ life and her contributions
to her community have still yet to
be truly neasured, but we can all
agree that they were greatly

significant and | can certainly
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attest to being inspired.

It is an honor to accept
this historic dedication on behalf
of my nomnomand | | ook forward to
t he succession of waves to foll ow
after her from10th Street in North
Phi | adel phia to rounds yet to be
seen. Again, thank you to the
i nconparable City of Phil adel phia
for bestow ng this honor upon ny
famly. Al power to the people.
Happy Bl ack Hi story Month. Go
Bi rds.

(Appl ause.)

M5. REIDY: First, thank
you City Council for supporting the
Year of the Cooperative resolution.
And ny nane is Corey Reidy, and |'m
here on behal f of Phil adel phia Area
Cooperative Alliance, aka PACA
And so, thank you to Gty Counci
for supporting the Year of the

cooperative resolution. 1In
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particul ar, thanks to Council nenber
O Rourke and all his teamfor al
of their hard work and deep belief
i n econom ¢ denocracy.

And so, we at PACA
beli eve, and the data backs up,
t hat cooperatives are vehicles for
equi t abl e weal t h-bui | di ng and
comuni ty denocratic control of
their local economes. Since
cooperatives are owned by three or
nore people, owners are not going
it alone. And because they are in
It together, worker cooperatives
are two-thirds nore likely to
succeed than the average U. S
conpany.

And as a whole, they are
14 percent nore profitable, have
| ess turnover and remarkably
resilient in market downturns. The
maj ority of cooperatives are owned

by wonen and wor kers of col or.
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They turn to cooperatives for
equi t abl e weal t h-bui | di ng, the
ability to run their business
denocratically, the ability to
deci de their business priorities
toget her rather than have those
priorities decided for themand to
col l ectively decide how they w |
take care of each other in their
conmmuni ty.

Qur hope is to support
the growt h of cooperatives in every
nei ghbor hood and for Phil adel phi a

to be a beacon of a co-op city.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, MANKLANG H . MW
name is Mo Manklang. |'mhere on

behal f of the U S. Federation of
Wor ker Co-ops based right here in
Philly. 1'mso proud that

Phi | adel phia is going to be the

first city to jointhe UN in
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decl ari ng 2025 the Year of the
Co- ops.

Co- ops strengthen | ocal
econom es. They create and save
hi gh-quality jobs and build power,
especially for Black and Brown
communities, for immgrants, for
frontline workers |ike our Donestic
Wrkers Alliance friends here today
who deserve support and deserve to
benefit fromthe value that they're
creating.

Co-ops are told to band
toget her and create new
opportunities in urgent tinmes. And
in this nonent we urgently need to
| ean into denocratically-controlled
busi nesses that serve Phil adel phia
and fight predatory capitalism W
appl aud the 16 Council nenbers,
especi al |y Counci | mrenber O Rour ke,
for supporting this resolution, and

we | ook forward to collectively
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growi ng the co-op econony here in
Philly. And Go Birds. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Janet Filante, Terrell Cannon,
Davi d Al exander Jenkins, Lynn
Landes, Wanda Wl ker and t hen
Qgbonna Hagi ns. Can you pl ease
make your way to the podium Janet
Filante, Terrell Cannon, David
Al exander Jenkins, Lynn Landes,
Wanda Wl ker and Ogbonna Hagi ns.

(Wtnesses approached

podi um)

M5. LANDES: Cood
afternoon. |'mLynn Landes of
Saf estreetsphilly.org. | support

Resol uti on 250058 whi ch encour ages
t he devel opnent of | ocal
cooperatives, but | also support
the growth of businesses in
general. However, all businesses

need a safe environnent in which to
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succeed, and that can't happen
while we still have el ected
officials who do not support the
full enforcenent of our federal,
state and | ocal |aws against both
vi ol ent and non-viol ent crines.

In nmy nei ghborhood in
Downt own Phi | adel phia we just | ost
a Macy's and a Wal greens and nmany
ot her cl osed busi nesses and enpty
storefronts due in large part to
the nentall y-di sabl ed, drug addicts
and their deal ers, panhandl ers and
t hi eves who continue to haunt our
streets.

They need to be brought
into our |legal systemso that they
can get their treatnent they need
or the justice they deserve.

O herw se, many new busi nesses w | |
not take the risk.

On the federal |evel our

new U. S. Attorney General Pam Bond
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has vowed to prosecute officials
obstructing federal immgration
enforcenent as well as stop al
federal funding to sanctuary cities
and states. Qpen borders are a
fundanental threat to our
sovereignty as a nation and agai nst
comon sense in general.

Mor eover, illega
immgration is a gift to those who
want to exploit workers, which has
been a big subject of the topic of
conversation today. Philadelphia's
el ected officials should fully
enforce our local, state and
federal |laws so that we can have a
safe and | awabiding city for both
busi nesses and workers. But since
every signal they have sent is in
the opposite direction, what can
voters do? They can register and
vot e Republican for a change.

Thank you.
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MR, JENKINS: Good
nor ni ng, Madam Chair, nenbers and
staff. David Al exander Jenki ns.
To the donestic workers present
here today because of a team of
peopl e responsi ble for the man that
i s standi ng before you, you as the
backbone of society and the |egs
upon which we stand, | remain in
solidarity and then chanpi on your
every human and enpl oynent right.
Menbers, | rise to

address Resol ution 241144, really
to address the systematic reason
that so many Phil adel phi ans face
t hese neasures, recognizing wth
gratitude the work that the body
has taken so seriously with urgency
in response to the many changes,
mandat es and ordi nances, |egal and
il1legal, that the executive branch
of the federal governnent which

affects us nost gravely in
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Phi | adel phi a t oday.

To it, | am deeply
grateful for the introduction of
| egi sl ati on by Counci | menber
Landau, which seeks to cap the
exorbitant cost and associated with
attai ni ng housing in Phil adel phia's
rental markets.

Looking as |'msure we
are all to be proactive rather than
reactionary, to the discourse
unfol ding even as | stand before
you today, | beg the body to nove
in tandemw th the aforenentioned
resol uti on passed in March of 20283,
whi ch presented by the Counci
Comm ttee on Housi ng, Nei ghborhood
Devel opnent and Honel ess, concl uded
anong the biggest issues in rental
practices in Philadel phia is an
excessive increase in rent which
remai ns uncontrol | ed.

It is my understanding
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that the body woul d have passed
this legislative effort for not the
Ctizenry Pennsylvania State | aw PA
68 250, which prohibited the rent
control of the municipality |evel
preventing cities |ike Phil adel phia
fromdirectly capping rent
I ncreases.

And while the state is
considering a 10 percent cap on
rental increase this year, the
change in political regine mkes
such legislation contentious, to
say the least. |'maware of the
| egal constraints that we have
here, but |I'ma person who says
that where there is no bridge we
shoul d create one.

There are potentia
| egal and policy avenues that the
City can explore to achieve a
simlar effect. Bridge No. 1, we

can use the protection and anti -
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price gouging law. The Gty can
say that extrene rent increases
constitute unfair business
practices, particularly during the
housing crisis. The City could
pass an ordi nance requiring
| andl ord to justify rent hikes
above a certain threshold, say, 10
per cent .

Bridge 2, the
Phi | adel phi a al ready has a Good
Cause Eviction ordi nance, which
limts evictions unless the
| andl ord has a valid reason. The
City has anmended this to include
provisions in excess that rent
hi kes, as a de facto eviction,
woul d require for landlords to
provi de a good cause for an
i ncrease exceedi ng 10 percent.
What we know i s com ng
nationally is enough to shake us to

the very ground. What will happen
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to the least of us. Let us think
outside the box to protect
constituents now, for the perils
surely to cone by creating bridges
wher eas ot herw se sol utions are not
apparent. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: My we
have Wanda Wal ker, Ogbonna Hagi ns |,
Shani a Bennett and George Lane al so
make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

M5. WALKER:  Good
afternoon, beautiful people. M
nanme i s Wanda Wl ker, and |'m
al ways goi ng to speak about
generational wealth and howit's
been stolen and snatched in
Phi | adel phia. So here we go agai n.

W need to protect
generational wealth. W need to

buil d generational wealth. So
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t hank you, Council man O Rour ke,
because it sounds |ike you're on a
very good path with all this co-op
and all ow ng people to be a part of
the building process. | would like
to see that happen with these
bui |l di ng projects that are going up
al so.

Now, the other thing is
' m al ways going to tal k about
seniors. Seniors are being forced
out of their homes. So as we give
mllionaires and billionaires
abat enents, naybe we shoul d stop
that and give abatenents to seniors
after 30 years of paying taxes and
a nortgage.

Soneone on a fixed
i ncone regardless of their incone
shoul d not have to pay property
taxes. Maybe that shoul d be an
i dea to keep people in their hones.

Then we don't have to worry about
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bui | di ng so many affordabl e hones
that aren't affordable. W had
bet ween 2020 and 2024; 53, 000
peopl e | eave Phil adel phia. So if
so many people are | eaving and our
nunbers are down, why do we need
30,000 new units to go up right
Now.

| would think that the
better process would be to
concentrate on educating our
children so that when we are
bui | di ng and doi ng projects, we
have people that are qualified in
Phi | adel phia, from Phil adel phia, to
be on all these projects that we
see goi ng up.

| | ooked up sone facts
t oday about Phil adel phia and where
It ranks as far as education in 100
big cities. W rank 92 on the
bottom or No. 18 as | east educat ed.

Masterman did do a very good job at
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coming in at No. 2, but this is
where | think we need to put our
ener gy, econom cs and education, in
our children. And our younger
peopl e need to be educated in the
trades and the technol ogy so we can
get everybody working and they can
afford the house they want, not
worry about affordable housing so
much. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR HAGNS: | would
just really request that | could
get at | east three m nutes because
if I didn't speak English, | would
get four mnutes. You see what I'm
saying. So | stand before you
today to address the resol ution
decl ari ng 2025 the Year of
Cooperatives in Phil adel phi a.

However, however, | do
not support this resolution unless

the O fice of Freednmen Affairs is
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established along with it.
Cooperative econom cs i s about
sharing opportunities and
collective uplift. But how can
Freednen benefit from cooperative
econom cs when we are
systematically | ocked out of the
fundi ng, | and ownershi p and
busi ness opportunities?

How can we tal k about
fairness when City resources are
distributed in ways that ignore the
descendants of the people who built
this nation? Let's talk about
history for a mnute. Were are
the inmgrant martyrs? \Were are
the immgrant Emmett Tills? Were
are the immgrant Tul sa massacres?
Where are the inmgrant famlies
terrorized by thousands of cross-
burnings in this country? They
sinply don't exist.

Anerican Freednen didn't
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fight and die for freedom so that
i mm grants could conme here and
benefit. W fought and died for
our freedom the freedom of
Anerican Freednen. But instead of
receiving justice and repair, we've
wat ched ot hers take advant age of
the very rights and opportunities
that we bought with our bl ood.

Now, here's the
guestion: Wen are we goi ng get
our office? It's an equal
protection issue, right, based on
the 14th Anmendnent, right?
Everybody el se got an office in
this building. Wy don't the
descendants of slavery have an
office in this building?

Wiy don't | hear the
i mm grants standing up for the
Anerican Freednen who nade it
possi ble for you to even want to

cone here? Because w thout us,
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this country woul d be not hi ng.
Yeah, that's right. You don't know
about this country. W fought and
bled and we're still suffering
ri ght now.

(Boo.)

MR HAG NS: Yeah, boo
your behind --

CH EF CLERK:
(I naudi bl ) make their way to the
podi um

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Order in the chanbers.
The Chair is requesting order in
t he chanbers.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR. LANE: Good nor ni ng,
Council. M nane is Ceorge Lane
and |'ma senior at Acadeny at
Pal unbo and the Chair of the
Phi | adel phi a Yout h Comm ssi on,

proudly appoi nted by Council nenber
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Thonmas.

First, | want to give a
huge thank you to Counci |l menber
Thomas and Counci | mrenber Bass for
supporting the Comm ssion's first
two (inaudible) resolutions in
2025. Your backi ng shows that
youth voices matter in this city.
"' m beyond proud to lead this
conm ssion to work that we already
put in.

Just a few weeks into
the new year we've hit the ground
runni ng because we know that the
yout h of Phil adel phia don't have to
wait. We're here, we're engaged
and we're ready to nmake change.
And just let ne be clear, we are
here for the youth. This is just
t he begi nning and we | ook forward
to working wth Gty Council to
push for real solutions that nake a

difference in our conmunities.
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Thank you.
CH EF CLERK: W have
Shani a Bennett, Marqui se Bail ey,

Makayl a Myers and then Cat herine

Qunt her.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. BENNETT: Good
norni ng, Council. | just want to

say thank you to Council nenber

C ndy Bass and Counci | nenber | sai ah
Thomas on the two yout h-rel at ed
resol utions that were introduced

t oday, one being teen dating

vi ol ence awar eness.

And | just want to ask
you all on February 11th to pl ease
join us in wearing orange or
sonet hing orange. | don't care if
you wear orange socks, an orange
hat, orange shirt, just sonething
orange to just pronpte awareness

around teen dating viol ence.
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And secondly, again
want to thank Council menber Thonmas
for introducing a resol ution
regardi ng nenstrual period equity.
It's very inportant for our young
people. And as you see, we have
our Youth Comm ssion here. | want
you to just give thema round of
appl ause because they' ve been
wor ki ng very, very hard.

(Appl ause.)

M5. BENNETT: And | also
want to thank the young peopl e who
are al ways knocki ng on ny door
asking me about the things they're
going to do. W hear a |ot of buzz
words around trauma and nent al
health and to pronote healthy
rel ati onshi ps anongst our young
people. Again, | wanted to raise
awar eness and solidarity for young
peopl e who al ready have experience

unfortunately and inpacted by teen
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dating violence. So thank you
agai n, Counci |l menber C ndy Bass.
Thank you agai n, Counci | nenber
| sai ah Thomas, for your work in
uplifting this issue. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. BAILEY: Cood
nor ni ng, nmenbers of Council -- ny
nane is Marquise Bailey and I'm a
proud nenber of the Phil adel phi a
Youth Comm ssion. And | stand here
today just to offer ny sincere
t hanks and appreciation to this
chanmber for acknow edging the nonth
of February as Teen Dating Viol ence
and Prevention Mnth.

We know t hat by many
February that has been | abel ed as
| ove nonth, but the truth of it all
I's many of us have not been taught
how to properly love. And so, for
this chanber to acknow edge

February as a nonth to draw

Page 138

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 06/ 2025

2/ 6/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COVMENT
attention to howit is that we
ought to protect ourselves is a
great honor. So thank you so nuch.

(Appl ause.)

M5. MYERS:. Cood
nmor ni ng, Counci | nenbers and nenbers
of the public. M nane is Mkayl a
Myers and | am honored to serve as
Mayor Parker's appoi nted Youth
Conmi ssi oner, Vice-president of the
Pennsyl vani a NAACP Yout h and
Col |l ege Division and co-|ead of SAC
Philly.

First, I want to
sincerely thank Council menber
Thomas for introducing this
resol ution recogni zing our work to
conbat period poverty and for his
unwavering commtnment to uplifting
yout h voices. Today marks a
significant step forward. Period
poverty is a public health crisis.

As a nenstruating student, | know
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firsthand that it is not just an
i nconvenience, it is a barrier to
educat i on.

Thousands of students in
our public school s experience
period poverty forcing themto m ss
cl ass, conprom sing their health
and undermning their dignity.
Ensuring that every student has
equi t abl e and easy access to
menstrual products isn't just about
hygi ene, it's about justice.

We recogni ze that there
IS no one-size-fits-all solution
because nenstruation itself is not
a one-size-fits-all issue. That's
what makes this initiative so
groundbreaking. It is being shaped
by the very students it is neant to
serve.

Just yesterday we hosted
a town hall at the School D strict

of Phil adel phia buil ding, an event
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| personally proposed to the
District's Medical Director to
ensure that students had a direct
seat at the table in shaping this
program This was an opportunity
for students to voice their needs,
concerns and ideas, reinforcing the
principle that policies are
strongest when built by the people
who are inpacted nost.

| want to take a nonent
to recognize ny fellow youth
advocat es who have dedicated their
time, energy and passion to this
cause. Staff is entirely student-
led and it is a historic first.
This is an independent group of
citizens.

M5. CUCCHI ARA: Let the
record reflect the | eaders behind
this work: Mself, Eliza
Cucchi ara, Makayla Myers, Kate

@Qunt her, Brian Orosco, Reese
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Ander son, Este Cahille, Tayl or
Samara Brader, Halim Fasace, Angio
Rose Corasece, Te' Shaun Bri dges,

Zai re Goodman and our Medi cal
Advi sor Dr. Shel by Davi es.

M5. MYERS: W | ook
forward to continuing this work and
ensuring that nenstrual products in
school s are not just avail abl e but
truly accessible, equitable and
uni que just |ike our students are.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. GUNTHER: Good
norning. My name is Catherine
@Qunther and |I'ma senior in high
school. [I'malso co-|ead of
St udent s Agai nst Period Poverty.

W wanted to express our gratitude
to Governor Shapiro's office and
the School District of Philadel phia
for their efforts to provide

nmenstrual products and education in
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hi gh school s.

We urge the District to
sel ect a conpany that reflects the
di verse needs of students by
| eavi ng di spensers in public spaces
and providing a variety of products
in type and size, ensuring quality
and access. It is crucial that
students can take as many products
as they would like with no
confusi on about the cost. These
products shoul d be free.

St udents nust be
actively involved in this process
maki ng it student-centered.
Additional ly, proper nenstrua
heal t h educati on shoul d be provi ded
to all students. Thank you for
prioritizing this inportant
initiative.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Counci l

Presi dent, there are no further
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names in ny possession for public
conment .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That concl udes public
comrent .

Can we give our young
peopl e a round of appl ause pl ease.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Mar -- Margaret Mead once
said that never doubt that a group
of thoughtful and commtted
citizens could change the worl d.
Young citizens indeed, that's the
only thing that ever has. G ve our
young peopl e anot her round of
appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  We will now consi der
bills and resolutions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage

Cal endar s.
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WIIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
241144.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
of 1212 South 17th Street; 1317 and
1511 South 20th Street; 1904 South
23rd Street; 1216 South 31st
Street; 1911 Gerritt Street: 1932
and 2044 Titan Street located in
the 2nd Councilmanic District, in
accordance with the terns of
Chapter 16-700 of The Phil adel phi a
Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader G | nore R chardson
for a notion regardi ng Resol ution
No. 241144.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.
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On your behalf, | nove
for the adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 241144 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it, the
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Resol ution No.
250022.

CH EF CLERK: A

resol ution also naming North 10th
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Street between Oxford Street and
Master Street as "Paul a Peebl es
Wy . "

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Young for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 250022.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| nmove for the adoption
of this resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250022 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it, the
notion carries and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

Wul d the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250054.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Comm ssi oner of
Public Property to execute and
deliver to the Phil adel phia
Redevel opnent Authority deeds
conveying fee sinple title to 719
South 51st Street, 1124 South 56th
Street and 1218 North 41st Street
in the 3rd Councilmanic District of
the Gty of Philadel phia and
further authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Redevel opnent
Authority to transfer to the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank fee sinple

title to such properties pursuant
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to Section 16-405 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jam e Gauthier for a
noti on regardi ng Resol uti on No.
250054.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250054 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it, the
notion carries and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

Wul d the derk please
read the title of Resol ution No.
250058.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on declaring 2025 as the
Year of Cooperatives in
Phi | adel phia and calling on the
City of Philadel phia to explore all
options to support the devel opnent
and resilience of |ocal cooperative
busi nesses.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber O Rourke for a notion
regardi ng Resol uti on No. 250058 --
the Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Kendr a Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |

nove for the adoption of the
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resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250058 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it, the
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Clerk will please
read any additional resolutions on
today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A
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resol ution recogni zi ng February
2025 as Career and Technica
Education Month in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
Counci | mrenber G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes ny
Maj ority Leader, Council menber
Kathy Gl nore Richardson for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent .

On behal f of all of our
CTE students across the city of
Phi | adel phia, | nove the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

All those in favor of
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the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on conmmendi ng the
col | aborative efforts of students
agai nst period poverty and the
Phi | adel phi a Youth Comm ssion to
expand awar eness and access to
nmenstrual heal th products, and
affirmng that Council will work to
ensure equitable and easy access to
menstrual health products within

the Cty's public schools.

Page 153

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

2/ 6/ 25 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
I ntroduced by Counci |l menber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes ny
Maj ority Whi p Council menber Thonmas
for a notion on the resolution.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

You got to love the
energy of the young people. W
want to thank them for being here.
| enthusiastically nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution honoring the life and
| egacy of Tyl er Sabapathy, a
bel oved Tenpl e student. | ntroduced
by Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Thomas for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Counci| President, before we take a
vote on this resolution | just want
toin the spirit of the young man
who lost his [ife rem nd people
after we win the Super Bow this

weekend, to be safe, to celebrate
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safe and to put yourself in a
position to not hurt yourself as
wel | as ot her Phil adel phi a.

So with that being said,
in menory of the young nman who | ost
his life alittle while ago | nove
for the adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted. Thank you,
Counci | menber Thonas.

WIIl the Cerk please
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read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on honoring and recogni zi ng
pl aces of inportance in
Phi | adel phia's Bl ack history during
Bl ack History Month for their
contributions to the community and
efforts in preserving history.
| ntroduced by Council nenber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes the
gentl eman fromthe 4th Council nmanic

District, Council nenber Curtis

Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you so nuch. | nove for the
adopti on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the

resol uti on be adopt ed.
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Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution authorizing the Joint
Conmittees on Children and Youth
and Education to review the Parent
Uni versity 2.0 website. Introduced
by Counci | nenber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank

you, M. President.
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On behal f of all
parents, | nove for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol ution is adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on thanking the

Phi | adel phia Museum of Art for
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presenting The Tinme is A ways Now
Artists Refranme the Bl ack Figure,
an i npactful exhibit that honors
and cel ebrates the rich
contributions of the Black and
African diasporic experience.

I ntroduced by Counci |l menber Jones
on behal f of Council President
Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you everyone for
joining ne for the exhibit |ast
eveni ng.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Curtis Jones for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: On
your behalf, M. President, | nove
for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and

properly seconded that the
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resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resolution is -- can we do that
agai n?

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
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read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on recogni zi ng and
cel ebrating the 20t h Anni versary of
Phi | adel phia's Fashi on Week for its
significant contribution to the
enrichnent of the Cty's fashion
communi ty and the advancenent of
the creative econony. |ntroduced
by Counci | nrenber Lozada.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Quetcy Lozada for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and

properly seconded.
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Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on recogni zi ng and honori ng
Robert Faul ds for H s Exceptional
Service to the United States Navy
and to the Gty of Phil adel phi a.

I ntroduced by Counci |l menber Lozada.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada for a

noti on on the resol ution.
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A

resol uti on recogni zi ng and
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cel ebrating the Washerwonman Stri ke
of 1881, a Bl ack wonen-|ed worker
nmovenent fighting for better wages,
dignity and | abor protections on
the occasion of Black Hi story
Mont h. I ntroduced by Council nenber
Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
M nority Leader Brooks for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Council President, | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been
ent husi astically seconded.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Let's go. That's what's
up, yall.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on recogni zi ng and honori ng
t he Phil adel phia Community Qutreach
Comm ttee, PCOC, for their
dedi cation to public safety and
comunity revitalization.

I ntroduced by Counci | menber
Harrity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT

JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes

Counci | mrenber JimHarrity.
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COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  You
going to make nme |augh, right. |
see you. You gritting on ne hard,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  It's all right. I1t's all
| ove.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
know. | nove for the adoption of
the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on honoring and
congratulating the St. Joseph's
Preparatory H gh School foot bal
teamfor their success in w nning
the Pl AA 6A state chanpi onshi p.

I nt roduced by Counci | menber
O Neill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recognizes
Counci Il mrenber O Neill for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Thank you, M. President.

| very enthusiastically
nove the adoption of the resol ution
on behal f of nyself and Council man

Young.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted, and the
notion actually passes -- the
resol uti on passes.

Wuld the Oerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution recogni zing the nonth of
February 2025 as Teen Dati ng

Vi ol ence Awar eness and Preventi on
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Mont h. I ntroduced by Council nmenber
Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
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2/ 6/ 25 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
resolution is adopted.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on honoring the work of the
Pan- Afri can Sisterhood Health
Initiative, P.A S.HI., artisans,
vol unteers, students and supporters
of PPA/S.HI. for their selfless
contributions and commtnent to
both | ocal and international
communities. Introduced by
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Whuld the O erk please
read the -- the Chair recognizes
Counci | renber G ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the Cerk please
read the title --

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
resolutions in ny possession.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That conpl etes our

Cal endar for today.
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So before | get into
speeches of the Mnority and
speeches of the Majority, we do
have a special guest that wll give
us enthusiastic words of victory.
And so, |I'll ask for today if you
could be brief in your remarks.

And so, with that being
said any speeches on behal f of the
Mnority.

The Chair recognizes the
gentle lady who is the Mnority
Leader, Council woman Kendra Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you so much, Counci
Pr esi dent.

| introduced the
pro-worker |egislation called the
PONER Act today. And as we heard
fromseveral workers, this bill is
a pivotal next step in a |long
hi story of protecting workers'

rights, going all the way back to
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t he Washerworman's Stri ke of 1881.

My resolutions today are
the first in a series that | wll
be introducing during Black and
Wnen's Hi story Month honoring
changenmakers. Despite all the
progress that we have made, Bl ack
and Brown wonen are still underpaid
and face higher rates of
retaliation at work, and that's
unacceptable. And today |' m doing
sonet hi ng about it.

Wnen of color are the
maj ority of service sector and
donestic workers in our city, and
t hey have told us |oud and clear
that we need to update our | abor
| aws to strengthen enforcenent,
prevent retaliation and nake our
Departnent of Labor as strong as
possible. And this will be
i ncredi bly inportant.

We saw this week wth
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t he Federal Departnent of Labor is
a target of Trunp's adm nistration.
And under Trunp's anti-worKker,
anti-inm grant agenda, these
donesti c workers face even greater
risk of retaliation and abuse by
enpl oyers.

Qur city will not sit by
and do nothing. That is why we are
| eading on this issue. W nust use
our power locally to stand with
t hese workers and establish the
necessary tools, legal tools, to
enforce their rights. And | want
to thank nmy partners in this work.
More than 20 | abor uni ons and
wor ker organi zati ons col | abor at ed
with ny office to craft this
| egi slation, including the National
Donestic Workers Alliance, Philly
Bl ack Worker Project, the
Phi | adel phia AFL-CI O, SEIU Health

Care PA, Conmunity Legal Services,
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Uni ted Home Care Workers of PA,
Juntos and ot hers.

And | also want to thank
nmy col |l eagues. First,
Counci | mrenber Harrity for hel ping
us get this through, and all ny
ot her col |l eagues that signed on to
this. Harrity and Squilla being
the first two Council nenbers to
sign on, and | appreciate that.
And | want to thank Council nenbers
O Rour ke, Gauthier, Landau for al so
junpi ng on early.

In the com ng weeks, |
will be hosting a briefing with
| abor | eaders and | egal experts to
share ny why Phil adel phi a needs the
PONER Act, so please | ook out for
the information fromny office and
nore to cone.

And the last thing |
want to say is when | first cane

into Council, you know,
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Counci | renber Jones al ways teases
me that | said, | didn't conme here
to make friends. | cane here to
make a difference.

And in that same energy
today thank you, Council nenber
Young, for allowing ne to do a
street naming for Paul a Peebl es,
who was one of ny sheroes.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Anot her woman from North Philly
that's unapol ogetically fighting
for her community, fighting for her
nei ghbors. And one of ny first
resolutions for Black Hi story Mnth
that | amcomitted to only
honoring Bl ack wonen, and is
unapol ogeti c about that because we
paved the way for every ot her
society to exist, | introduced a
resol uti on honoring Ms. Peebles and

she took very ill and was unable to
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cone and col | ect her resol ution.
And shortly after, she
passed away. And | have been
commtted to making this happen and
getting it over the line. So thank
you so nuch, Council nenber Young,
for making this happen for ne and
for the Peebles famly and ot her
Bl ack wonen in North Phil adel phia
that are unapol ogetic who they are
and unapol ogetic for fighting for
their comunities.
And one of ny | ast

t houghts is I was on |nstagram
yesterday and a young nan canme and
said that his nomtold him-- he
was a non-Black man -- his nomtold
himif you're ever in trouble and
you're in a roomwth a bunch of
people, find you a Bl ack woman
because she's going to help you.
On that sanme note, as Bl ack wonen

we have to hel p each other and be
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unapol ogeti ¢ about hel pi ng
oursel ves and fighting for the
things that are right for us.

So in that spirit thank
you so nuch, coll eagues, for
hel pi ng ne honor Bl ack History
Mont h. Regardl ess what the
Presi dent says, Black Hi story Month
Is 365 to nme and I'mgoing to
continue to fight for ny people.

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Counci | menber
Brooks. Very well said.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Don't want no snoke from
t he Bl ack woman.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: W
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say thank God for the Black woman.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Anen.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you to our guests and Counci |
today who | believe to be working
towards an incredible goal, as |
lifted up earlier, putting
cooperation front and center in our
economc |ife again.

Cooperation has to be as
encouraged in our culture on a
regul ar basis with as nuch vigor
and assunption and faith as when we
prai se conpetition. As we
cel ebrate the contributions of
wor ker co-operatives and their role
in fostering econom c denocracy,
it's equally inportant to ensure
that all workers, whether in
Co- ops, unions or workpl aces, are
protected from exploitation and

retaliation.
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It shouldn't have taken
years of relentless organizing and
struggle just to secure the basic
dignity that every worker deserves.
So I'mthankful for my Mnority
Leader Kendra Brooks' | eadership
and for a commtnent to serving the
wor ki ng class fol k in Phil adel phi a.

| am honored to not only
stand by and support her but al so
to call her ny |leader, and | want
to invoke at this noment the nane
of nmy grandnother who al so was a
donestic that raised me and ot her
rich kids in the city of
I ndi anapol i s, Dorothy MCain, for
the work that she did al so hel ping
rai sing up folks.

Protecti ng workers'
rights requires not only strong
| abor | aws but al so gover nnent
i nvestnents in public goods that

support working famlies. Governor
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Shapiro's budget presents an
opportunity to advance these
priorities, particularly in public
educat i on.

So I want to just say
that I'mgrateful that Governor
Shapiro's budget prioritized
i nvestnents in public education
whi l e | eaving out taxpayer-funded
private school vouchers that
nysel f, Leader Brooks as well as
Counci | woman Gaut hier, | think
anong ot hers, protested |ast year
even wth using Jay-Z as one to try
to get those vouchers in there. |
li ke Jay-Z. He's a good brother
and all that, but I don't Iike him
that nuch. W have to ensure that
resources go towards strengthening
our public schools and supporting
students, teachers and famli es.

And 1'1l just say in

conclusion, also going to state the
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obvious that it's becom ng
i ncreasingly nonsensical to see how
much noney the Commonwealth is
m ssing out on over a seem ngly
protest resistance to |legalization
of marijuana. Gateful to the
Governor for tal king about this
commonsense need for us in the
Commonweal th for all the resources
that we can get.

Seens |ike half the
uni on has already legalized it in
every state surrounding the
Commonweal th.  We would do well to
follow his | ead, take this mantle
up and get the job done. That
havi ng been said, Go Birds.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Go Birds.

Speeches on behal f of
the Majority. The Chair recognizes

the gentleman fromthe Northeast,
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Counci | mrenber M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Well, thank you, Council President
and Council colleagues for the
opportunity to say a few words this
norning in response to the tragedy
our Northeast conmunity faced six
days ago.

It seens a | ot |onger.
Qur hearts are heavy for the
I ndi viduals and famlies affected
by the plane crash. Wile T.V.
caneras and social nedia posts
captured the uni nagi nabl e scene
that was viewed around the world, I
want to commend the first
responders who i nmedi ately rushed
into the chaos to help those that
were directly inpacted. | truly
bel i eve, having wi tnessed it
firsthand, that the nunber of
injuries and fatalities were kept

down. It could have been a | ot
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Wor se.

And, Council President,
| want to thank you because you
were on the phone that very evening
with nme. Leader Richardson, you
were on the phone and ny
col | eagues. There wasn't anybody
that | served with here that wasn't
reaching out to ne, either that
night or into the next couple days.

So many peopl e stepped
up. This is when | eadership and
conpassi on and care i s nbst needed.
And | nmust highlight Mayor Parker.
Mayor Cherell e Parker was on the
scene | eading us from day one.
Mayor Parker, Northeast
Phi | adel phia and al |l Phil adel phi ans
are grateful for your |eadership.

Gover nor Shapiro was
there that night, the next day and
on Monday, and he hasn't stopped

comuni cating with us ever since.
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Secretary of Transportation Duffy
cane in from Washington to provide
assurances that whatever the
federal governnent could do, the
resources would be here. The
Nat i onal Transportation Safety
Board were on the scene. They did
not give up until they found that
bl ack box on Sunday ni ght, and we
hope to | earn sone val uabl e
I nformati on when that is
deci pher ed.

The Senators and
Congressnen that reached out to us
and provided their support, the
State Senators and State
Representatives that all represent
areas of Northeast Phil adel phia
were on the scene and continue to
tell us that they'll work with
Governor Shapiro to get whatever
resources we need for that

comuni ty.
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And our Phil adel phi a
Police Departnent, ny God, there
wer e hundreds of them conbing the
area making sure that it didn't get
worse as well as our firefighters.
| mean, they were -- if you saw it
on the news or | can't tell you how
many spot fires there were all over
this four-to-six-block area, and |
mean four-to-six-block area. This
was devast ati ng.

The O fice of Energency
Managenent always there in tines of
crisis. | saw Dom nic Mral es and
| just said to him we don't want
to keep neeting like this. Several
of these things have happened. |
had the 1-95 col |l apse in ny
District, but this was
uni magi nabl e.  The Managi ng
Director's Ofice, Adam Thiel, he
was excellent, the Cty

departnents, Streets, L&, Human
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Servi ces, the Phil adel phia School
District. The |ocal businesses,
charitabl e organi zati ons stepped
right up, and the Northeast
residents all cane together to show
t hat Northeast Phil adel phia and
Phi | adel phia is strong,
conpassi onate and the city of
brotherly love. And | have to
hi ghl i ght nmy Chief of Staff, Tom
Forkin, and ny staff.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
M. President, that phone call cane
inright after 6 o' clock. Tomleft
his famly, went right to ny
of fice, made a command centra
because we were trying to calm
fol ks down. \When things like this
happen, you don't know if it's
terrorism You don't know what it
Is. And so, we wanted to make sure

t hat when they were calling our
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office that we were providing
accurate, truthful information and
not rushing to any kind of
judgnent. So | can't thank ny
staff enough.

And | just want to -- if
you could all join in thanking the
i ndi vi dual s, the agencies, the
busi nesses, the organi zations for
their efforts in rem nding us that
Phi | adel phia is the greatest city
In the world.

Thank you,

M. President.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Menber Driscoll, we thank
you for your |eadership and | eadi ng
your District under such difficult
tinmes. And so, again on behalf of
this body and the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, we appl aud you for

your | eadership and | eadi ng your
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District.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS: |
just want to say thank you, Menber
Driscoll. That was really
touching. This past Friday,
Nor t heast Phil adel phia went through
alot, and all of us felt it across
the city of Phil adel phia. And |
al so want to commend our
adm ni stration respondi ng very
decently to the nmatter.

And it's been a lot for
all of us, particularly nyself. |
have a big fear of heights and al so
pl anes. And so, | nean the trauma
that a | ot of people are going
through right nowis a lot. And
so, | just wanted us to really

recogni ze that there are lives that
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have been conpl etely changed as a
result of this. And as |leaders in
our city, we want to be there for
t hem

So I also just want to,
on a lighter note, | want to say,
Go Eagles. W' re excited about our
Birds and we're excited for them
for Sunday, and we pray for the
best for them

And then next, | just
wanted to briefly state while |
conmmend the young nen of the school
that exists on Grard Avenue for
their athletic acconplishnent, |
cannot publicly support that school
because |I'm a proud graduate of
La Salle College H gh School.

Now, while | understand
t hey authored a bill, Council nenber
O Neill, you know, reasons why he
felt conpelled to acknow edge t hem

i s because, La Salle College High
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School is such a top-tier schoo
that every now and then we have to
make the school, that school on
Grard feel good.

And so, |'mjust very
happy that all of Council nade that
school on Grard feel very good.

So go La Salle College H gh School,
cheeri o.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes the
gent | eman from Nort heast
Phi | adel phi a, Counci | menber
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: |
can understand the frustration of a
La Sall e graduate not signing a
resolution. Wat | can't
understand is voting against it.
That a whole new low for Gty
Council. | have gone up there and
presented with the Council,

La Salle College H gh School, the
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whol e thing, many tinmes. Never
t hought about voting against it,
even though I was wishing it was ny
school up there and not La Salle.

It gets worse. | went
to St. Joe's University as well.
W hated no one nore than
Villanova. Do you know how many
tinmes |I've been up there with
nati onal chanpion Vill anova as
ent husi astic as anyone in this
city, let alone this Council. It's
sonet hing Councilman Phillips wll
| earn that we do, that we do, and
you just kind of eat the fact that
you wi sh it was your school, but
you don't |et anyone know it.

Thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The Chair recogni zes the

gentl eman fromthe 4th Council manic
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District, the honorable
Counci | menber Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: I'm
staying out of that rivalry. |
just want to rise to appl aud the
wor k that was done today, whether
it is resolutions or introduction
of bills. W are as a body
preparing for the stormfrom
Washi ngton to cone. And |I'mvery
proud of the work.

One of the things that
was introduced was a resol ution by
nysel f tal king about a tool on the
tool belt to deal with that storm
that is comng and, that is, Parent
Uni versity 2.0 online. About a
year ago ny col | eagues cane down to
the H gh School of the Future,
spent the day with us | ooki ng at
the different resources that are
avai l able to parents, because there

IS no instruction manual that cones
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wi th being a good parent.

You either had it in
your life or you need to figure it
out as you go, but that one-day
experi ence was not enough. So what
we did, thanks to you and the
support of my coll eagues, we are
now ready to | aunch a year-round
online presence with all of those
resources avail abl e, such as
BenePhil |y when a person cones in
to apply for one opportunity, they
shoul d find out instantly what
ot her things they are qualified.

If you're conming in for
child care, you should know about
LI HEAP. You shoul d be able to do
that in one setting, Parent
Uni versity. Wen you, to ny
col | eagues, Menber Bass who al ways
tal ks about what do you do when the
shooter lives with you, those

i ssues are on there. How t o deal
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with a child that is m sguided, you
go in the basenment, you toss the
mattress on Friday and you find a
pack of noney and a 9-mllineter
handgun and you know t hat boy don't
even have a job at a paper route,
what does a parent do.

So this tool -- and it
was inspired in part by our mayor,
Mayor Parker, who | was on a
| eadership call with the Mayor, as
a single parent she said, | don't
know what is in ny zip code to send
my child to. You as a parent, you
need to know what those young nen
are eligible for and can be a part
of .

This tool wll enpower
parents fromaround the city to be
abl e to know those things, school
prograns, DHS prograns, all kinds
of recreational opportunities for

our parents to raise our babies.
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And with that, Go Birds.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Go Birds.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

| just want to take this
noment follow ng ny coll eague
Counci | renber O Neill to speak
about unity and to really speak
about the power of sports to unite
us in a divisive political clinmate.
Sports has a uni que power to bring
peopl e together as we get ready to
cel ebrate and watch our ganme this
Sunday. And we wll be doing this
regardl ess of race, ethnicity,
gender or political beliefs.

When we cone together to
cheer our teans, we put aside

di fferences and share in a
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col |l ective experience, one of
pride, fashion and community. As
we approach the Super Bow this
Sunday, we see two teans from
different regions, different
cultures but the sane goal,
excel | ence.

The Phi | adel phi a Eagl es
represents the heart and resilience
of our city rem nding us that
t eamnor k, perseverance and unity
| ead to success. In our current
political clinmte where sone are
wor ki ng to di senfranchi se and
di vide us, we nust hold on to what
unites us. Just as we stand side-
by-side in stadiuns and |iving
roons to cheer for the Eagles, we
nmust stand together in our
communities to defend our rights
and our denocracy.

The teammork, resilience

and unity we celebrate in sports
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must carry over into our fight for
justice and equity. Just as
athletes to train, strategize and
execute to win, we nust organize,
vote and advocate to ensure our
voi ces are heard. If we can cone
toget her for our teans, we can
certainly conme together for our
future.

Whet her you' re an Eagl es
fan or just in it for commercials
and halftime shows, we all crave
nonents of connection and shared
joy. This joy and unity is what
carries us forward beyond the gane,
beyond the political cycle and into
a stronger, nore inclusive city.

Enj oy the Super Bow .
And renenber, the real work happens
off the field. Stay engaged, stay
i nformed and stay active in your
community. Together we can ensure

that unity, justice and progress
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win on and off the field. Go
Bi rds.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

The Chair recognizes the
gent | eman from Kensi ngton, ny good
friend and Chiefs fan Council nenber
JimHarrity.

(Boo.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
(Gesture).

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
What's all this hate here, man?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The floor is yours,
Counci | nenber .

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Okay. Listen, I"'mgoing to remain
di gni fi ed.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Menber

Harrity, because we know you can go
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there. Thank you, sir.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
will be rooting for a good gane so
| don't have to hear you guys cry
too much on Monday. But regardl ess
of that, today | rise to speak on
how happy | amthat my coll eague
decided to take up the issue of
donmesti c workers, Kendra Brooks,
our Mnority Leader. It just
proves to you that no matter what
party we are, we do cone together
here in this body when it's
I nport ant.

l"d like to thank al
co-sponsors of the |egislation,
Counci | man O Rour ke, Counci |l man
Squi l'la, Councilwoman C ndy Bass,
Counci | woman N na Ahmad, Jeffrey
Young, Councilwoman Quetcy Lozada,
Rue Landau, Council man Jones,
Counci | woman Gaut hi er, Counci | man

Phillips and nyself, this is just
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SO i nportant.

| nmean, for ne it's
easy. |I'ma union guy. | believe
t hat everyone deserves to have the
power of a union behind them

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  But
that being said, if you' re not a
uni on nenber, that's okay because
I"'mgoing to fight for your rights
al so. This bill does nothing but
gi ve these people the dignity and
just the benefits that every other
enpl oyed person in the city of
Phi | adel phia has. It's just
amazing to ne that in this day and
age that we actually have to put a
bill into tell people to do the
right thing, so I'm proud.

| mean, when | first got
here, | net the donestic workers
and | prom sed themthat when their

time cane, | would be with them

Page 202

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 6/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
And that's why I'mso proud of this
body. | nean, we cone together on
so many different issues and don't
| et our differences get in the way
when it cones to sonething
inmportant. And this right here is
sonet hi ng i nportant.

These peopl e deserve a
dignified way of life. They are
caretakers. They only had that
termduring COVID of essentia
wor kers. | could imagine that the
kids and famlies that are being
taken care of by these donestic
wor kers feel that they are
essential, because they're
essential for themto be able to
continue the way of |life that they
are living now So | believe that
now s the tinmne. I'mglad we're
standing up for this, and let's
gi ve these people the sane rights

as everybody else. It's sinple.
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(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Very well said, Menber
Harrity.

You better not give him
no cupcake. That can go to soneone
el se.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | woman Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI L\WOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

W' re going to forgive
him W're going to forgive him
But | want to start off by just
sayi ng that hate has no place in
the city and hate certainly has no
place in this chanber. And so, if
you are unconfortable with soneone
speaki ng a | anguage that you don't
understand, suck it up. Suck it
up.

| want to recognize

Lopez, the Sergeant-at-Arns, who
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has probably the nost difficult job
in this chanber

(St andi ng ovation.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
( Spani sh transl ati on).

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Today | al so recogni ze one of our
residents in the 7th Counci
District, grew up in Kensington, is
now living in with Wssinom ng.
M. Robert Faulds is a veteran who
Is 92 years old, 92 years old. And
with no staff, with no resources,
he has si ngl e- handedly i nforned
1500 famlies of unclained assets
and noney-savings tax prograns |ike
Honmest ead, covered all the costs
hi nsel f.

"' msure that many of
you have read his story in The
Phi | adel phia Inquirer, but |

thought it was inportant to
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recogni ze hi m because he's not only
saved residents noney, he's also
saved the Gty of Phil adel phia
$11.4 mllion, and he is an exanple
of the inpact that one person can
make in our city. So thank you al
for signing onto the resolution to
honor M. Faulds while he is still
alive and while we can still show
hi m our gratitude.

I'"d also Iike to thank
each one of you who signed Counci
President's letter and the resource
guide that nmy office put together.
I'd like to thank ny staff for
putting it together. There's a
copy on each one of your desks.
There's a version that can be
downl oaded for you all to share
wi th your constituents. The guide
I ncl udes a fact sheet that covers
people's rights, reconmends

organi zations that they can reach
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out to and a checklist that would
hel p peopl e devel op a plan and stay
prepared. Thank you for signing
on. Thank you for your support and
t hank you for your trust. Thank
you.

Thank you,
M. President.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Leadership matters.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber C ndy Bass from
Nor t hwest Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| also wanted to, you
know, ny col | eague Quetcy Lozada is
so nodest and | didn't know if she

was going to nention this fantastic
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pi ece of work, this action guide
that her office put together. And
as | was sitting here reading it, |
just thought this is absolutely
fantastic information.

So, Counci |l worman, |
don't want to overload your office,
but everybody |istening, everyone
who knows soneone, everyone who's
interested in this issue, should be
contacti ng Council woman Quetcy
Lozada's office around this issue.
And | thank her because sonetines,
you know, there's a | ot of
di stractions out here. | thank you
for making sure that this work got
done and that you are out here
touching the community on this very
I nportant issue right now So
kudos to you and your office and
your staff. Thank you.

| also wanted to

acknow edge ny col | eague Counci |l man
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Driscoll. | think that both he and
Counci | woman Lozada are just such
class acts. Councilman Driscoll
bei ng on the scene when the pl ane
crashed, that is no surprise. That
IS no surprise to any of us who
know you, who know your work ethic,
who know how nuch you care about
your conmmunity. And so, we salute
you as well, as well as our first
responders and everyone who really
was on the scene.

| actually was out of
town. You know, M. President,
|'ve been here for 13 years and
I've mssed two Council sessions in
13 years. And it feels like it's
just been a whirlw nd since our
| ast Council session wth all the
t hi ngs that have been happeni ng.
But when | saw it on the news, |
just was in shock and reached out

to the Council nember and asked,
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what can | do, how can | help. But
he was al ready, you know, he had --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  He was al ready gone.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: - -
under control. So we just say
t hank you so rmuch for all of your
hard work. Thank you, Council man.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

COUNCI LMOVAN BASS: Two
things really quickly. | just
wanted to nention quickly,

M. President, regarding P.A. S . HI.
who cane today, who's doing an

out standi ng job on the issue of
period poverty. | want to thank
them for making these very

i nportant products. Let ne hold
themup. Very inportant products
avai l able, not just here in

Phi | adel phia but really around the

wor | d because we know that i f wonen
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don't have access to quality
materials, they will use whatever
they have at their disposal,
whet her it's safe, whether it's
hygi enic, no natter what it is, to
be able to address this very
i nportant health situation.

And so, we want to thank
themfor joining City Council and
maki ng sure that period poverty is
not sonething that's just swept
under the rug and not addressed.
We passed a bill in this chanber,
my office did in 2021, making
period products available in our
rec centers, in our libraries, in
our city facilities and buil di ngs.

And so, that was
sonething we did here in 2021 and
State Representative Dorisha
Par ker, ny partner in the Northwest
and all things good, passed a bill

in 2024 in the Commpnwealth, in the

Page 211

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 6/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
House Chanber doing the sane
things. And so, we want to just
thank all of those who have been
payi ng attention to this very
i nportant issue.

And the last thing |
just wanted to nention briefly was
around Teen Dating Viol ence
Awar eness. And today | introduced
a resolution recognizing and nam ng
February 11, 2025 as War Orange
Day in Phil adel phia. Teen dating
violence is a serious problem and
it can be physical, it can be
enotional and it can even be
digital.

As the nother of a
teenage girl, | know how i nportant
it is to be avail able to support
them through difficult tinmes and
situations while they learn to
navi gate the world around them

And | want all of us to think about
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the teenagers and their lives and
remenber the pervasive inpact of
teen dating viol ence.

| hope that this hel ps
you to be available for those teens
if they need to tal k about a
difficult relationship, and al so
t hat we support one another during
these very trying tines. And thank
you to the O fice of Youth
Engagenent for providing education
and resources related to this very,
very, very inportant issue.

Thank you,
M. President.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| want to start by
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echoing the words of ny coll eague
Quetcy Lozada. This is |anguage --
we have a great set of laws in the
city of Phil adel phia to help us
protect everybody and to hel p us
protect their rights when they're
engaging with the Cty, and that
i ncl udes | anguage access, that
I ncl udes freedom from
di scri m nati on based on nationa
origin or ethnicity. W really
stand by this. And as a body,
these are essential principles for
us.

So glad to see what
happened today where we stood up to
respect those, and | think it's
especially inportant in the wake of
what's com ng down fromthe Feds.
Every day we see nore racist,
xenophobi ¢ and transphobi c actions
by this federal governnent, and we

need to make sure that we are
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sticking together as a body, that
our offices are always open to
everybody in Phil adel phia. So |
| eave that as the nonment to say,
every single one of us has an
office that is safe for you. So
pl ease conme to us because that's a
saf e space.

| wanted to just also
take a nonent to rem nd everybody
that the Low | ncone Tax Freeze
deadl i ne has been extended to
February 28th. |If you neet the
i nconme requirenent, all it takes is
one sinple formto stop property
taxes fromincreasi ng above the
current bill amount. It's noney
|l eft on the table for
Phi | adel phians to utilize. And
wi th tax season around the corner,
every penny counts.

That's why | al so

i ntroduced a resol ution urging
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Congress to expand the Child Tax
Credit. This credit is an
essential anti-poverty initiative
that has cut child poverty in half
and benefited mllions of famlies
In uncertain tinmes. W need
residents to feel not only
physically safe and secure but
financially as well.

So let this be a
rem nder to parents even if you
earned very little |last year, you
should file your taxes. Lowincone
Phi | adel phians are eligible for the
Earned I ncome Tax Credit and the
Child Tax Credit, but you nust file
your taxes in order to get that
noney back.

Finally, I want to
extend ny heartfelt thoughts to the
residents and the nei ghborhood and
the community of Northeast

Phi | adel phia. And it's inportant
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to renmenber that at tinmes of
tragedy we nust cone together to
uplift one another. My heart goes
out to the victinms. Al our |ove,
anyt hi ng you need fromus you know
we're here for you. Thank you
everybody. And got to end with, Go
Bi rds.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That's what's up. Thank
you, Rue and Jam e, for extending
the Low I ncone Tax Freeze during
this tine of the year. That's a
key way to address gentrification
and al so maki ng sure people don't
| ose their hones.

The Chair now recogni zes
the gentleman fromthe greatest
part of the city of Phil adel phia,
Counci | man Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| just want to thank
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Tiffany's Bakery who was able to
provide the little donuts that we
passed out to all the Eagles fan,
even the consol ation prize to the
Chiefs fan, so everybody w |l get
one. But it's really inportant to
support our small businesses here
in the city of Phil adel phia. And
Tiffany's down at the Fashion
District does a great job. So
t hank you so nmuch. And Go Birds.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Go Birds.

And the Chair recognizes
the gentleman fromthe mghty 5th
Councilmanic District, North
Phi | adel phi a Counci | nenber Jeffrey
Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

So first, definitely

want to commrend our Chair of the

Page 218

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 06/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 6/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
Transportati on Comm ttee Council man
Driscoll for all his hard work, his
dedication to this community and
maki ng sure that Phil adel phi ans
remai n safe and understand what
real |y happened up there in the
Nort heast, so thank you for your
| eadership on that.

But first, | nust say
that | am di sappointed in Amazon,
right, for filing objections in an
attenpt to delay the first
uni oni zed Whol e Food store in the
country, which is in the 5th
Council District. These workers
conducted fair elections and they
earned the right to collectively
bargain. And so, | want to nmake
sure that those workers know t hat
this Gty Council has their back in
this fight to unionize.

Second, | want to echo

the sentinments of ny coll eague
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Kendra Brooks, and thank you for
putting that resolution for Paul a
Peebles to ny office. Paula
Peebl es spent 50 years fighting for
justice in the city of
Phi | adel phia, fighting for not just
in our crimnal justice system she
was a housing advocate. She |ed
Phi | adel phia's National Action
Net wor k. She was a professor. She
Is everything you want in the North
Phi | adel phi a Bl ack woman. And so,
['"'m proud to introduce that
resol ution and proud to renane a
street in North Phil adel phia after
Paul a Peebl es.

She was al so a
devel oper. She devel oped shoppi ng
centers in North Philadel phia,
housing in North Phil adel phia. So
again, she was everything that we
| ook for in a chanmpion from North

Phi | adel phi a.
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And finally,
M. President, today | introduced a
bill that would anmend our city's

| ead pai nt ordinance, right. Qur
Pennsyl vani a Superior Court in a
court case called Hand v. Fuller

rul ed that our |ead paint ordinance
was not intended to permt forner
tenants to retroactively recoup
rent after the | ease agreenent has
been satisfactory conpl eted when
there were no issues raised during
t he exi stence of the |ease.

So what does that nean
in English, right? Essentially,
tenants were suing landlords to get
back all their rent noney based on
our | ead paint ordi nance because
the landlord failed to provide them
with a | ead safe certificate
granted, but it's not because it
was | ead found on the properties.

Just because our | andlords failed
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to give thema piece of paper.

So what does that nean
inreal [ife? What that neans in
real life is that [andlords were
forced to give back $15, 000,
$20,000 to a tenant after the |ease
had ended, after the tenant had
al ready noved out the property
because the landlord failed to give
themthis piece of paper, not when
| ead was found at all on the
property, just because our |aw that
we have in the books allowed them
to do that, which | think to ne is
unfair.

W have to renenber that
nost | andl ords are snal |
busi nesses, and we have to -- ne
and this body nust renove all
barriers to allow small businesses
to thrive, right. And so --

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  So
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2/ 6/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
this particular bill wll just put
our Code in line with what our
Superior Court has already rul ed.
You cannot file suit after you' ve
al ready noved out. And nany
tenants have been doing this as a
retaliatory measure against their
| andlord to get all their rent
noney back when there were no
I ssues with the property
what soever. And so, we just want
to make sure there's fairness in
our Code, and | do think that this
pi ece of |egislation would provide
alittle bit nore fairness in our
Housi ng Code.

So thank you,
M. President.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch, sir.
There will be no nore speeches.

And so, joining us today
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2/ 6/ 25 - STATED - ADJOURNMENT
in City Council for our Eagles pep
rally is fornmer Eagl es defensive
end and |inebacker, Trent "the
Hunter"” Cole. Let's give hima
real big round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  So before | do a fornmnal
I ntroduction, all those in favor of
a notion to adjourn, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nmove that Counci
stands adj ourned until February
13th at 10:00 a. m

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Al those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it.

And | et nme get back to
nmy introduction. Trent played for
the NFL for 12 seasons, primarily
wi th the Phil adel phia Eagl es.

Trent was selected by the Eagles in
the fifth round of the 2005 NFL
Draft where he played with the

Eagl es from 2005 to 2014.

He is a two-time NFL Pro
Bow er and was nanmed a nenber of
the NFL Al Rookie Team Now, dig
this part, y'all. Trent was the
second- nost corner backs wi th sacks
in Eagles history with a 90.5 only
behind the | ate great Eagl es Reggie
Wiite who had 124 sacks. Let's
give hima round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You tal k about hunti ng.
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H s stellar career, resulting in
hi m bei ng placed in the Eagl es Hal
of Fame. Let's give that a round
of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: He is also very active in
his community. He is an
entrepreneur, an athlete, an
out doorsman, farner and famly man.

So with that being said,
let's Go Birds and let's give Trent
a real big round of appl ause,
y'all.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The floor is yours,

Trent.

MR, COLE: Council man
Johnson, | just want to thank you.
It's an honor to be here. | also
just want to say -- | want to say

t hank you to the governing body
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here, all you guys in what you're
doing. The 20 years |'ve been here
in Philly and all the first
responders and the servi cenen out
there and al so the people in the
back there, to you guys too back
there with all the yell ow on, keep
t hat voi ce.

(Appl ause.)
MR COLE: It's ny first

time in here seeing sonething |ike

this, and it's just -- it's opened
nmy eyes up, and | | ove what you
guys are doing. | nean, you guys

are here, you're getting stuff done
and everyt hing.
And | al so can say what

a great week to be a Philly fan,
what a great week. | nean, it's a
| ot of energy in the air. And |
was going to cone up here with a
little energy but | wanted to take

alittle different direction.
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And with that, | just
want to say there's a | ot of energy
here. And |ike com ng here, | nean
Phi | adel phia, we have the best fans
and we have the greatest city, and
| definitely think that. And al so,
| want to say with all this energy
we' ve been having, we start getting
back the Super Bow s and stuff, and
| like to tell all you guys here,

t he governnent, Council man Johnson,
use that energy guys. Take
advantage of the energy. I'm
saying, this is your city. And use
it and take advantage of it and
find a way, use that energy, you
know what |'m sayi ng, because
that's what nmakes the city.

When | got here in 2005
when the Eagles went to the Super
Bow and they was -- yeah, it was
2005, went to the Super Bow . |

was a rookie. | just got here.
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And, man, | got to say this, even

t hough we | ost the Super Bowl, this

city was on fire. | nean, the
energy, the love. | nean, |
t hought was -- | couldn't believe |

was telling people back honme how
great this city was and how great
it is.

And that's what | wanted
to say to you guys, just use that
energy that you guys hear about. |
mean, everybody in here |I'mtalking
about, take that. And renenber,
you guys are part of this. You're
part of your the heart of this
city. Just like the Eagles down
there, them guys down there, they
appreciate you guys. Gkay. You
know, they appreciate everybody.
Appreciate all the energy and we're
going to need it.

W got one bunp in the

road and that's Ji m and Kansas
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Cty. W got Kansas City. So, you
know, what a true eagle does, a
t echni que when he hunts his prey
where he swoops down on hi mand he
snaps through with his talons. He
soars to great heights. You know
what he does after that, he drops
him And you can finish the rest
of that.

So, guys, | want to say
t hank you very nmuch for having ne
here. Thanks agai n, Council man
Johnson. And like | said, it's
time to hunt guys. It's tine to
hunt .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Let's go Eagl es.

MR COLE: Go Birds. o
Bi rds.

(Stated Meeting

adjourned at 1:07 p.m)
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