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 1               -  -  -

 2         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Good

 3 afternoon, everybody.  Today is

 4 Friday, March 22,(sic) 2022.  And

 5 this is the Committee on Streets and

 6 Services.

 7         Again, good afternoon.  I

 8 understand that state law currently

 9 requires that the following

10 announcement be made at the beginning

11 of every remote public hearing as

12 follows:  Due to the current public

13 emergency, City Council Committees

14 are currently meeting remotely.  We

15 are using Microsoft Teams to make

16 these remote hearings possible.

17         Instructions for how the

18 public may view or offer public

19 testimony at public hearings of

20 Council Committees are included in

21 the public hearing notices that are

22 published in the Daily News, Inquirer

23 and Legal Intelligencer prior to the

24 hearings and can also be found on

25 PHLCouncil.com.  I now note that the
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 1 hour has come.

 2         Mr. Maynard, will you please

 3 call the roll to take attendance.

 4 Members that are in attendance, will

 5 you please indicate that you are

 6 present when your name is called.

 7 Also, please say a few brief words

 8 when responding so your image is

 9 displayed on screen when you speak.

10         Mr. Maynard.

11         THE CLERK:  Vice-Chair

12 Squilla.

13         COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Good

14 afternoon, Mr. Chair and colleagues.

15 I am present.

16         THE CLERK:  Good to hear you,

17 Mr. Vice-Chair.

18         Councilmember Bass.

19             (No response.)

20         THE CLERK:  Councilmember

21 Johnson.

22         COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Present.

23         THE CLERK:  Good to hear you,

24 Councilmember.

25         Councilmember Gilmore
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 1 Richardson.

 2         COUNCILWOMAN GILMORE

 3 RICHARDSON:  Good afternoon,

 4 Mr. Chair and colleagues.  I am

 5 present.

 6         THE CLERK:  And, Chair

 7 Thomas.

 8         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:

 9             (No response.)

10         THE CLERK:  Mr. Chair?

11         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I'm

12 present.

13         THE CLERK:  Very good.  A

14 quorum of the --

15         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  We have a

16 quorum.  Thank you everybody.  We

17 have a quorum.  The Committee is now

18 present and this hearing is now

19 called to order.

20         This is the public hearing of

21 the Committee on Streets and Services

22 regarding Bill Nos. 220906, 220939,

23 220943, 220944, 220945, 220946,

24 220947, 220948, 220949, 220950,

25 220968, 220970, 220971, 230002,
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 1 230003, 230009, 230033, 230035,

 2 230078, 230103, 230128, 230130,

 3 230131, 23013 -- 153, I'm going to

 4 repeat that again, 230153, 230154,

 5 230155 and 220974.  I just want to

 6 make sure that I'm correct with that

 7 last Bill No. 220, not 230, 220974.

 8         Mr. Maynard, will you please

 9 read the titles of the bills.

10         THE CLERK:  Of course,

11 Mr. Chair.

12         We have Bill No. 220906, an

13 ordinance establishing a no truck

14 parking regulation on both sides of

15 67th Street between Callowhill Street

16 and Girard Avenue.

17         Bill 220939, an ordinance

18 establishing a no truck parking

19 regulation on both sides of 63rd

20 Street between Malvern Avenue and

21 Wynnewood Road.

22         Bill 220943, an ordinance

23 authorizing the paving of 34th Street

24 from Maiden Lane to Jackson Street,

25 Forten Way from Maiden Lane to
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 1 Jackson Street, and Jackson Street

 2 from 34th Street to Vare Avenue,

 3 under certain terms and conditions.

 4         Bill 220944, an ordinance

 5 authorizing the revision of lines and

 6 grades on a portion of City Plan Nos.

 7 24S, 25S and 32S by relocating the

 8 existing curblines and houselines

 9 along the western side of Vare Avenue

10 from Maiden Lane to 28th Street,

11 along the southern side of Maiden

12 Lane from 34th Street to Vare Avenue,

13 and at the intersection of Vare

14 Avenue and Maiden Lane to accommodate

15 the widening of certain streets and

16 various intersection improvements,

17 all under certain terms and

18 conditions, including the dedication

19 to the City of the beds of all

20 widened portions of the

21 aforementioned streets.

22         Bill 220945, an ordinance

23 authorizing the revision of lines and

24 grades on portions of City Plan Nos.

25 25S and 32S by placing on the City
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 1 Plan 34th Street from Maiden Lane to

 2 Jackson Street, Forten Way from

 3 Maiden Lane to Jackson Street, and

 4 Jackson Street from 34th Street to

 5 Vare Avenue, all under certain terms

 6 and conditions, including the

 7 dedication to the City --

 8             (Background

 9 Interruption.)

10         THE CLERK:  Just a moment

11 folks.

12         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Please

13 mute yourself if you're not currently

14 speaking.  Please mute yourself.

15         THE CLERK:  I'll start that

16 one again.

17         Bill 220945, an ordinance

18 authorizing the revision of lines and

19 grades on portions of City Plan Nos.

20 25S and 32S by placing on the City

21 Plan 34th Street from Maiden Lane to

22 Jackson Street, Forten Way from

23 Maiden Lane to Jackson Street and

24 Jackson Street from 34th Street to

25 Vare Avenue, all under certain terms
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 1 and conditions, including the

 2 dedication to the City of the said

 3 beds of 34th Street, Forten Way and

 4 Jackson Street.

 5         Bill 220946, an ordinance

 6 authorizing the striking from City

 7 Plan Nos. 25S and 32S and abandonment

 8 of a certain right-of-way reserved

 9 for sewer and drainage purposes,

10 located along the former Jackson

11 Street, west of Vare Avenue, and

12 extending westwardly therefrom to

13 34th Street, under certain terms and

14 conditions.

15         Bill 220947, an ordinance

16 authorizing the paving of Frances

17 Harper Drive from Passyunk Avenue to

18 Penrose Avenue, Hartranft Street from

19 26th Street to Schuylkill Avenue,

20 Schuylkill Avenue from Passyunk

21 Avenue to Penrose Avenue, and an

22 extension of Passyunk Avenue Service

23 Road (aka Frontage Road) from its

24 current terminus to Schuylkill

25 Avenue, under certain terms and
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 1 conditions.

 2         Bill 220948, an ordinance

 3 authorizing the revision of lines and

 4 grades on a portion of City Plan Nos.

 5 32S, 33S, 39S, 40S, 46S, 47S, and 53S

 6 by relocating the existing curblines

 7 and houselines along the southern

 8 side of Passyunk Avenue at its

 9 intersections with South 28th Street

10 and Passyunk Avenue Service Road (aka

11 Frontage Road), along both sides of

12 Passyunk Avenue Service Road (aka

13 Frontage Road) at its intersections

14 with Frances Harper Drive and

15 Passyunk Avenue, along the western

16 side of 26th Street and center median

17 of South 26th Street at its

18 intersections with Passyunk Avenue,

19 Hartranft Street and Penrose Avenue,

20 along both sides of the northwesterly

21 Service Road of Penrose Avenue (aka

22 Lanier Avenue), and along the

23 northern side of Penrose Avenue and

24 center median of Penrose Avenue at

25 its intersections with the
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 1 northwesterly Service Road of Penrose

 2 Avenue (aka Lanier Avenue), Frances

 3 Harper Drive, Schuylkill Avenue, and

 4 26th Street, to accommodate various

 5 intersection improvements, all under

 6 certain terms and conditions,

 7 including the dedication to the City

 8 of the beds of all widened portions

 9 of the aforementioned streets.

10         Bill 220949, an ordinance

11 authorizing the revision of lines and

12 grades on portions of City Plan Nos.

13 32S, 33S, 40S, 47S, 48S, 53S, and 56S

14 by placing on the City Plan Frances

15 Harper Drive from Passyunk Avenue to

16 Penrose Avenue, Hartranft Street from

17 26th Street to Schuylkill Avenue,

18 Schuylkill Avenue from Passyunk

19 Avenue to Penrose Avenue, and an

20 extension of Passyunk Avenue Service

21 Road (aka Frontage Road) to

22 Schuylkill Avenue, all under certain

23 terms and conditions, including the

24 dedication to the City of the said

25 beds of Frances Harper Drive,
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 1 Hartranft Street, Schuylkill Avenue,

 2 and the said extension of Passyunk

 3 Avenue Service Road (aka Frontage

 4 Road).

 5         Bill 220950, an ordinance

 6 authorizing the striking from City

 7 Plan Nos. 40S, 47S, 48S, 53S, and 56S

 8 and abandonment of certain rights-of-

 9 way reserved for water and gas main

10 purposes, located along the former

11 Lanier Avenue from Penrose Avenue to

12 former Schuylkill Avenue and located

13 along the former Schuylkill Avenue

14 from Lanier Avenue to Passyunk

15 Avenue, under certain terms and

16 conditions.

17         Bill 220968, an ordinance

18 amending Section 12-919 of The

19 Philadelphia Code, entitled

20 "On-Street Parking of Boats, Motor

21 Homes, Truck Campers, Semi-trailers,

22 Truck Tractors, and Vending Carts,"

23 to provide prohibitions on semi-

24 trailer and truck tractor parking in

25 the 9th District of Council, all
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 1 under certain terms and conditions.

 2         Bill 220970, an ordinance

 3 authorizing the revision of lines and

 4 grades on a portion of City Plan No.

 5 167 by relocating the curblines and a

 6 portion of the southerly houseline of

 7 Arch Street, between 63 Street and

 8 Gross Street, in order to conform

 9 more closely with existing

10 conditions, and by striking from the

11 City Plan Arch Street from Gross

12 Street to 64th Street and authorizing

13 the opening of the area being added

14 to the bed of Arch Street, being land

15 owned by the City.

16         Bill 220971, an ordinance

17 establishing a two-way regulation on

18 the southwesterly cartway of Vare

19 Avenue, extending along the

20 southwesterly side of The Schuylkill

21 Expressway (I-76), from South 28th

22 Street to Maiden Lane, and

23 establishing a two-way regulation on

24 South 28th Street, from Vare Avenue

25 to Porter Street.
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 1         Bill 230002, an ordinance

 2 establishing a no truck parking

 3 regulation on both sides of North

 4 57th Street between Lansdowne Avenue

 5 and Media Street.

 6         230003, an ordinance

 7 establishing a no truck parking

 8 regulation on both sides of North

 9 Parkside Avenue between Wynnefield

10 Avenue and Monument Road.

11         230009, an ordinance amending

12 Chapter 12-2800 of The Philadelphia

13 Code, entitled "Administrative

14 Adjudication of Parking Violations,"

15 by further providing with respect to

16 monetary penalties for on-street

17 parking of semi-trailers and truck

18 tractors, all under certain terms and

19 conditions.

20         Bill 230033, an ordinance

21 authorizing the vacating of Sloan

22 Street from Ogden Street to its

23 terminus northwardly therefrom and

24 the reserving and plotting upon City

25 Plan No. 106 of a right-of-way for
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 1 sewer and drainage purposes and

 2 public utility purposes within the

 3 lines of said Sloan Street being

 4 vacated and authorizing acceptance of

 5 the grant to the City of the said

 6 right-of-way, under certain terms and

 7 conditions.

 8         Bill 230035, an ordinance

 9 authorizing the revision of lines and

10 grades on a portion of City Plan No.

11 370 by striking from the City Plan

12 Southampton Road from Bustleton

13 Avenue to its terminus

14 southeastwardly therefrom, under

15 certain terms and conditions.

16         230078, an ordinance

17 authorizing the installation,

18 ownership, and maintenance of various

19 encroachments in the vicinity of

20 3317-33 Chestnut Street,

21 Philadelphia, PA 19104, under certain

22 terms and conditions.

23         Bill 230103, an ordinance

24 amending Chapter 11-700 of The

25 Philadelphia Code, entitled "Right-
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 1 of-Way Management," by authorizing

 2 the Department of Streets to install

 3 traffic calming measures in the

 4 vicinity of School District schools,

 5 Charter schools, and private schools;

 6 all under certain terms and

 7 conditions.

 8         Bill 220970, an ordinance

 9 authorizing the revision of lines and

10 grades on a portion of City Plan No.

11 167 by relocating the curblines and a

12 portion of the southerly houseline of

13 Arch Street, between 63 Street and

14 Gross Street, in order to conform

15 more closely with existing

16 conditions, and by striking from the

17 City Plan Arch Street from Gross

18 Street to 64th Street and authorizing

19 the opening of the area being added

20 to the bed of Arch Street, being land

21 owned by the City.

22         Bill 220971, an ordinance

23 establishing a two-way regulation on

24 the southwesterly cartway of Vare

25 Avenue, extending along the



Committee on Streets and Services 16 
3/17/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1 southwesterly side of the Schuylkill

 2 Expressway (I-76), from South 28th

 3 Street to Maiden Lane, and

 4 establishing a two-way regulation on

 5 South 28th Street, from Vare Avenue

 6 to Porter Street.

 7         Bill 230002, an ordinance

 8 establishing a no truck parking

 9 regulation on both sides of North

10 57th Street between Lansdowne Avenue

11 and Media Street.

12         Bill 230003, an ordinance

13 establishing a no truck parking

14 regulation on both sides of North

15 Parkside Avenue between Wynnefield

16 Avenue and Monument Road.

17         Bill 230009, an ordinance

18 amending Chapter 12-2800 of The

19 Philadelphia Code, entitled

20 "Administrative Adjudication of

21 Parking Violations," by further

22 providing with respect to monetary

23 penalties for on-street parking of

24 semitrailers and truck tractors, all

25 under certain terms and conditions.
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 1         Bill 230033, an ordinance

 2 authorizing the vacating of Sloan

 3 Street from Ogden Street to its

 4 terminus northwardly therefrom and

 5 the reserving and plotting upon City

 6 Plan No. 106 of a right-of-way for

 7 sewer and drainage purposes and

 8 public utility purposes within the

 9 lines of said Sloan Street being

10 vacated and authorizing acceptance of

11 the grant to the City of the said

12 right-of-way, under certain terms and

13 conditions.

14         Bill 230035, an ordinance

15 authorizing the revision of lines and

16 grades on a portion of City Plan No.

17 370 by striking from the City Plan

18 Southampton Road from Bustleton

19 Avenue to its terminus

20 southeastwardly therefrom, under

21 certain terms and conditions.

22         Bill 230078, an ordinance

23 authorizing the installation,

24 ownership, and maintenance of various

25 encroachments in the vicinity of
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 1 3317-33 Chestnut Street,

 2 Philadelphia, PA 19104, under certain

 3 terms and conditions.

 4         Bill 230103, an ordinance

 5 amending Chapter 11-700 of The

 6 Philadelphia Code, entitled "Right-

 7 of-Way Management," by authorizing

 8 the Department of Streets to install

 9 traffic calming measures in the

10 vicinity of School District schools,

11 Charter schools, and private schools;

12 all under certain terms and

13 conditions.

14         Bill 230128, an ordinance

15 authorizing the revision of lines and

16 grades on a portion of City Plan No.

17 125 by placing on the City Plan

18 Boston Place from 10th Street to 11th

19 Street, north of York Street, under

20 certain terms and conditions,

21 including the dedication to the City

22 of the bed of said Boston Place.

23         Bill 230130, an ordinance

24 establishing a no-truck parking

25 regulation on both sides of 66th
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 1 Street between Morris Park Road and

 2 Sherwood Road.

 3         Bill 230131, an ordinance

 4 establishing parking regulations in

 5 the vicinity of:  Mifflin Street, and

 6 South 20th Street; South 17th Street,

 7 between Wolf Street and Jackson

 8 Street; South 18th Street and Snyder

 9 Avenue; Mole Street, between Moore

10 Street and McKean Street; Carlisle

11 Street and Jackson Street; Rosewood

12 Street and Tasker Street.

13         Bill 230153, an ordinance

14 establishing parking regulations in

15 the vicinity of:  Morris Street and

16 South 6th Street; Fernon Street and

17 South 6th Street; South 7th Street

18 and Wharton Street; Latona Street and

19 South 12th Street; Ellsworth Street

20 and South 12th Street; Broad street

21 and Dickinson Street; Annin Street

22 and South 7th Street.

23         Bill 230154, an ordinance

24 establishing parking regulations in

25 the vicinity of Passyunk Avenue to
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 1 Queen Street; Queen Street and South

 2 5th Street; Washington Avenue to

 3 South Front Street; League Street and

 4 South Front Street.

 5         Bill 230155, an ordinance

 6 establishing parking regulations in

 7 the vicinity of Daly Street and South

 8 8th Street; Emily Street and South

 9 6th street; McKean Street and South

10 6th Street to South 9th Street;

11 Mifflin Street and South 7th Street;

12 Warnock Street and McKean Street.

13         And finally Bill 220974,

14 resolution calling on the

15 administration, along with the

16 Philadelphia Parking Authority, to

17 perform an audit of semi-trailer and

18 truck tractor parking across the City

19 of Philadelphia, to investigate best

20 practices in other jurisdictions, and

21 to provide solutions to this growing

22 problem in the City, also authorizing

23 the City Council Committee on Streets

24 and Services to hold public hearings

25 to assess the enforcement of semi-
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 1 trailer and truck tractor parking

 2 regulations.

 3         Please be advised Resolution

 4 220974 is being held at the sponsor's

 5 request and will not be heard today.

 6         Mr. Chair, that concludes the

 7 long and torturous list of bills to

 8 be heard today.  I apologize for

 9 butchering any words.

10         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Yeah.

11 Somebody get you a cup of water after

12 that.  Thank you, Dave.  We

13 appreciate it.

14         Before we begin to hear

15 testimony from the witnesses that we

16 have for today, everyone who has been

17 invited to the meeting to testify

18 should be aware that this hearing is

19 being recorded.  Because the hearing

20 is public, participants and viewers

21 have no reasonable expectation of

22 privacy.  By continuing to be in the

23 meeting, you're consenting to being

24 recorded.

25         Additionally, prior to
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 1 recognizing Members for questions or

 2 comments they have for witnesses, I

 3 will note for the record at this time

 4 that we will use the chat feature

 5 available in Microsoft Teams to allow

 6 Members to signal that they would

 7 like to be recognized.  In order to

 8 comply with the Sunshine Act, the

 9 chat feature must only be used for

10 that purpose.

11         With that being said, I would

12 like to take a moment to acknowledge

13 that Councilmember Bass has joined us

14 this afternoon.

15         Mr. Maynard will you please

16 call the first set of bills and

17 witnesses we have to testify this

18 afternoon.

19         THE CLERK:  Yes, Mr. Chair.

20 The first set of bills we'll hear on

21 is Bills 220943, 220944, 220945,

22 220946, 220947, 220948, 220949,

23 220950, and -- 950, 971, yes.  Okay.

24 We will hear from Vadim Fleysh from

25 the Streets Department.  On each of
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 1 those bills I'll have him testify

 2 consecutively, but Sarah Chiu from

 3 Planning has a single combined

 4 testimony on that group of bills.

 5 And I will let Sarah run first as a

 6 result.

 7         Sarah, do you want to offer

 8 your testimony.

 9         MS. CHIU:  Sure.  Thank you.

10 Thank you, David.  Good afternoon,

11 Chairmember Thomas and members of the

12 Committee on Streets and Services.

13 I'm Sarah Chiu, City Planner with the

14 Philadelphia City Planning

15 Commission.  I'm here to testify on

16 Bill Nos. 220944, 220945, 220946,

17 220948, 220949 and 220950 which were

18 included -- which was introduced by

19 Councilmember Johnson on December 1,

20 2022.

21         These bills were requested on

22 behalf of Hilco Redevelopment

23 Partners, HRP.  The bills will allow

24 HRP to begin the design process of

25 designing and constructing a new
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 1 public street network on the former

 2 refinery land, specifically the

 3 authorized striking and abandonment

 4 of utility easements from the City

 5 Plan of streets, the placement of six

 6 new streets on the City Plan, the

 7 widening of two existing City streets

 8 on the City Plan and reconfiguration

 9 of six intersections on a City Plan.

10         This series of bills, some

11 proposed to be amended, includes an

12 overall concept design of the

13 proposed streets layout.  At its

14 meeting of January 19, 2023, the City

15 Planning Commission recommended Bill

16 Nos. 220946 and 220950 for approval

17 and recommended Bill Nos. 220944,

18 220945, 220948 and 220949 for

19 approval as proposed to be amended.

20         The City Planning Commission

21 reserves the right to approve the

22 final streets design authorized by

23 these bills prior to their

24 confirmation on the City Plans by the

25 Board of Surveyors.  Prior to the
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 1 final approval, the Planning

 2 Commission asked HRP to complete the

 3 following:  Work with the City

 4 departments to arrive at a consensus

 5 design for the proposed public

 6 streets improvements, memorialize an

 7 agreement with the City to repave all

 8 streets to the City's standards after

 9 the full build-out on the site and

10 prior to a dedication to the City,

11 memorialize an agreement with the

12 City regarding water and sewer

13 utility design ownership and

14 maintenance responsibilities,

15 complete meaningful public engagement

16 with the nearby communities and

17 Department of Justice groups, provide

18 a comprehensive plan of development

19 for the site that includes a public

20 traffic impact study and mitigation

21 plan and then environmental

22 assessment and mitigation plan.  This

23 concludes my testimony.  I'll be

24 happy to answer questions.  Thank

25 you.
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 1         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you

 2 for your testimony.

 3         Mr. Maynard, will you please

 4 call the next witness for this

 5 channel.

 6         THE CLERK:  Sure.

 7 Mr. Fleysh, if you're ready, if

 8 you'll testify on 220943 through 950

 9 as well as your testimony on 220971,

10 and you can testify on those

11 consecutively.

12         MR. FLEYSH:  Good afternoon,

13 Chairperson Thomas and members of the

14 Streets and Services Committee.  My

15 name is Vadim Fleysh and I'm the

16 Chief Engineer and Surveyor for the

17 Department of Streets.  I'm here to

18 offer testimony on Bill Nos. 220943,

19 220944, 220945, 220946, 220947,

20 220948, 220949, 220950 and 220971

21 introduced by Councilmember Johnson.

22         These bills were requested by

23 Matthew McClure, Esquire of Ballard

24 Spahr, LLP representing Hilco

25 Redevelopment Partners.  These bills
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 1 have been submitted to facilitate the

 2 redevelopment of the former Sunoco

 3 Philadelphia Energy Solution refinery

 4 site in the area by (inaudible)

 5 Street, Vare Avenue, 26th Street,

 6 Penrose Avenue and the Schuylkill

 7 River.

 8         The ordinances will authorize

 9 the placing on the City Plan and

10 paving of new streets within the

11 former refinery lanes.  Revision to

12 the lines of existing streets along

13 the perimeter of the former refinery

14 and the striking from the City Plan

15 of certain utility rights-of-way,

16 crossing the former refinery lanes,

17 and will establish two-way

18 regulations of currently one-way

19 streets.

20         The Department of Streets has

21 reviewed these ordinances and the

22 design and construction of proposed

23 new streets.  And the modification of

24 existing streets per these ordinances

25 will be subject to the Department's
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 1 requirements and specifications.

 2 Amendments to all these bills have

 3 been submitted by the City Planning

 4 Commission.  Subject to the adoption

 5 of the proposed amendments, the

 6 Department of Streets has no

 7 objection to these ordinances and

 8 recommends them to your Committee for

 9 favorable action.  I thank you for

10 the opportunity to testify before you

11 today and would be pleased to answer

12 any questions that you might have.

13         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you

14 for your testimony.

15         Mr. Maynard, will you please

16 call the next witness on this panel.

17         THE CLERK:  So that includes

18 Administration witnesses.  We'll now

19 move to --

20         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Hold on.

21 Before we move away from

22 Administration, are there any

23 questions from members of the

24 Committee for this particular panel?

25         COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Yes.
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 1 Can the Planning Commissioner Sarah

 2 just clarify the conditions for final

 3 approval, traffic studies regarding

 4 this particular -- these proposed

 5 bills as it relates to the Planning

 6 Commission?

 7         MS. CHIU:  Yes.  So we have

 8 requested the development group to

 9 provide a closer -- to the

10 development stage.  When that time

11 happens, to provide with us an

12 updated traffic impact study.  For

13 now they have an estimate, but

14 because this project is with a very

15 long build-out plan line, so with

16 each parcel which development comes

17 closer to the reality, we'll have a

18 better idea of what we're expecting.

19 So we're asking for an updated

20 traffic study.

21         COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  And

22 after the updated traffic study, then

23 you will as Planning Commission sign

24 off on your final approval if it

25 meets your approval, correct?
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 1         MS. CHIU:  Yes, we'll

 2 collaborate with oTIS, with the

 3 Streets Department as well as with

 4 PennDOT.  We would review together

 5 and then give comments.  If that

 6 satisfies our City's requirements and

 7 state's requirements, yeah, we'll

 8 issue a final approval.

 9         COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Okay.

10 Thank you very much.  Thank you.

11         MS. CHIU:  Sure.

12         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank

13 you, Councilmember Johnson.

14         Are there any other questions

15 from members of this Committee for

16 this particular panel?

17             (No response.)

18         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Hearing

19 none, I want to thank you for your

20 testimony today.

21         Mr. Maynard, will you please

22 call the next panel to testify on

23 this legislation.

24         THE CLERK:  Yes, Mr. Chair.

25 The next person the Committee will
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 1 hear from is Jasmine Sessoms.

 2         Ms. Sessoms, if you'll begin.

 3 And I believe you have a PowerPoint

 4 that you would like to present.

 5         MS. SESSOMS:  We are not.

 6 I'm just going to give testimony

 7 verbally and then my colleagues are

 8 also here to answer any questions

 9 that the Council might have.

10         THE CLERK:  Sounds great.

11 Begin when you're ready.

12         MS. SESSOMS:  Thank you

13 kindly.  Good afternoon, Chair Thomas

14 and members of the Committee.  My

15 name is Jasmine Sessoms.  I am the

16 Senior Vice-president for Corporate

17 Affairs for Hilco Redevelopment

18 Partners.  And with me today are my

19 colleagues Melissa Schrock, who is

20 the Executive Vice-president of

21 Mixed-Use Development for Hilco

22 Redevelopment Partners, Kurt Carter,

23 Vice-president of Industrial

24 Development; Amy Piccone, Remediation

25 Manager, and Matt McClure, our legal
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 1 counsel.

 2         Our company is a redeveloper

 3 of the 1300-acre former PSE refinery

 4 site.  Thank you for allowing us to

 5 testify.  We also want to thank

 6 always Councilmember Johnson for his

 7 sponsorship of Bill Nos. 220943

 8 through 220950 and 220971, and as

 9 always his continued support for our

10 project.

11         Our company's vision is to

12 transfer this former refinery site

13 into a joint state-of-the-art

14 industrial campus and life sciences

15 campus known as the Bellwether

16 District.  The future uses of the

17 industrial campus include e-commerce,

18 manufacturing, warehousing and

19 distribution facilities.

20         The future use of the life

21 science campus include traditional

22 research and development uses as well

23 as CGMP manufacturing.  All of these

24 uses are anticipated to provide much

25 needed family-sustaining jobs for
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 1 thousands of Philadelphians.

 2         The bills before you today

 3 will authorize the creation of a new

 4 street and public infrastructure

 5 network integrating the Bellwether

 6 District with the neighboring street

 7 grid, modifying the ordinances

 8 adopted by City Council in 2020.

 9         Over the past year, we have

10 worked diligently with the staff of

11 the Planning Commission, oTIS and the

12 Streets and Water Departments on this

13 legislation and other planning

14 issues.  We greatly appreciate each

15 department's attention to the matter

16 and their thoughtful comments.

17 Moreover, we support the

18 Administration's offered amendment to

19 the bills and we ask for their

20 adoption.

21         Since purchasing the site in

22 2020, we have made significant

23 progress.  We have removed 865 miles

24 of pipe, which is 91 percent of

25 piping, and 18.5 million gallons of
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 1 petroleum product which is roughly 99

 2 percent.  90 percent of tanks have

 3 been demolished, and 92 percent of

 4 the demolition has been completed,

 5 resulting in over 175,000 tons of

 6 scrap being removed and recycled.

 7         HRP intends to raise all

 8 existing low-laying areas of the site

 9 out of the FEMA-established base

10 flood elevations and will work toward

11 to facilitate overland flow relief to

12 increase efficacy of stormwater

13 drainage.  My colleagues can speak in

14 greater detail about our future plans

15 and progress to date.

16         I would like to take this

17 time to highlight our community

18 engagement, workforce development

19 programs and diversity, equity,

20 inclusion initiatives, as we have

21 received quite a few questions from

22 the Council about them.  Since the

23 purchase of the property, Hilco

24 Redevelopment Partners hit the ground

25 running in the South and Southwest
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 1 community.

 2         We began by meeting with the

 3 Community Advisory Panel, also known

 4 as CAP, that was established by the

 5 Philadelphia Energy Solutions

 6 Company, and that comprised of 28

 7 stakeholder groups.  Since HRP has

 8 managed the CAP, we have increased

 9 the groups working closely with

10 Councilman Johnson to 26 stakeholder

11 groups, 22 of which are community-

12 based organizations.

13         Our team meets with this

14 group bi-monthly.  To date, we have

15 hosted over 23 meetings, a mix of

16 inperson and virtual.  In addition to

17 our Community Advisory Panel, HRP

18 hosts quarterly public meetings.  Our

19 upcoming meeting on March 28th will

20 be the 10th public meeting in two

21 years with the community.

22         The meeting format has

23 evolved as we listened and worked

24 with residents and garnered feedback.

25 These meetings went from being very
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 1 controlled, utilizing a chat function

 2 on Zoom to very interactive where

 3 participants can unmute themselves

 4 and speak freely to allow for two-way

 5 dialogue.

 6         We have seen an uptick in

 7 engagement and we welcome an inperson

 8 meeting in the future, which we are

 9 hoping to partner with

10 community-based organizations as a

11 co-host.  We have invited Philly

12 Thrive to be our co-host at the very

13 first inperson meeting.

14         In addition to our standard

15 community engagement, we have

16 launched an additional layer.  In

17 June 2022, we launched a community

18 survey open to public to inform HRP

19 of our community investments in areas

20 in which we should focus.  The next

21 phase to continuously solicit

22 community input is the HRP Community

23 Connectors Program.

24         We are partnering with

25 influential community members to host
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 1 small focus groups with a series of

 2 questions around community

 3 investments, growth and strategies

 4 that will inform our engagement

 5 moving forward.  Once we have

 6 completed this data collection, we

 7 would like to simultaneously kick off

 8 the Community Benefits Agreement

 9 process.

10         HRP is voluntarily entering

11 into a CBA with community groups of

12 South and Southwest Philadelphia.

13 Currently we are looking at an April

14 2023 start date.  We have identified

15 two third-party facilitators that

16 will be interviewed by the CBA groups

17 for final selection.

18         HRP is running a fair and

19 equitable process by allowing the

20 community to choose the CBA

21 facilitators.  We are looking forward

22 to this process while acknowledging

23 investments that were made

24 previously.  In 2022 alone, we spent

25 close to $1 million on community
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 1 initiatives, including annual Boo! on

 2 the Breeze Fall Festival, a community

 3 health fair on Point Breeze Ave,

 4 Smith Playground Flightathon, Unity

 5 in the Community Anti-Gun Violence

 6 trip to Dorney Park, Young Chances

 7 Foundation partnership with the

 8 African American History Museum,

 9 Girls Inc. Summer Experience, and we

10 sponsor a host of youth organizations

11 and football leagues, and this is

12 just naming a few.

13         In your briefing packet, you

14 have a letter of support signed by

15 over 10 groups serving on our

16 Community Advisory Panel.  Community

17 has always been in the forefront of

18 what we do as a company.  But we do

19 have 19,000 jobs coming to our

20 region.

21         I would like to take this

22 time to tell you our plan to fill

23 them.  HRP works hard at workforce

24 development.  We currently have two

25 apprenticeship programs running, the
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 1 Carpenters Apprenticeship Readiness

 2 Program and the Sam Staten, Sr.

 3 Apprenticeship Program.  We recruit

 4 students from the Philadelphia School

 5 District and South and Southwest

 6 Philadelphia.  These programs provide

 7 a direct pipeline to the Building

 8 Trades Union, which has long been a

 9 challenge for Black and Brown people

10 to access.

11         We are also proudly entering

12 our third year of the HRP Internship

13 Program, and it has been a joy

14 watching this program evolve.  To

15 quote an intern from last summer, I

16 enjoyed the environment at HRP.  It

17 has given me plenty of connections

18 and networks for my feature.  That

19 statement is from Tati, who is now

20 graduating and being honored at one

21 of our partner organizations, Girls,

22 Inc. luncheon, and will be receiving

23 scholar dollars to attend a local

24 university.  This is the beauty of

25 HRP's workforce programs.  We start
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 1 training today for the jobs of

 2 tomorrow.

 3         In addition to apprenticeship

 4 and internships, we have a re-entry

 5 program partnering with Mural Arts

 6 and Center for Employment

 7 Opportunities where we have employed

 8 over 100 returning men and women with

 9 a goal of connecting them with our

10 apprenticeship program and giving

11 them a true second chance.

12         I would like to also discuss

13 our engagement with the School

14 District of Philadelphia and the

15 Career Connected Learning Program.

16 Since 2020, we have employed over 40

17 interns, and this summer we will

18 employ 50 interns onsite and with our

19 partner organizations.

20         Our staff has engaged in

21 monthly virtual career awareness

22 interviews to give students a sense

23 of the construction industry.  Our

24 HRP employees participate in career

25 awareness and CTE program events,
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 1 engaging students from the School

 2 District of Philadelphia.

 3         For example, yesterday we

 4 welcomed over 20 students from

 5 Roxborough High School's Real Estate

 6 CTE Program for a tour and a panel

 7 discussion on our site with our

 8 employees.  I personally participated

 9 and it was a great time.  Our team

10 also serves on the CTE Industry

11 Advisory Council to support and

12 advise on CTE programs throughout

13 Philadelphia.

14         In the summer of 2022, we

15 hosted 30 young women in partnership

16 with MyWIC Summer Construction Camp

17 in an effort to increase women's

18 participation within unions.  Our

19 project is unique in which students

20 in the 9th grade right now can stay

21 connected to work with and on our

22 site until graduation and can use the

23 work directly on the site for a

24 tenant or enter our apprenticeship

25 program and be placed in the Building
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 1 Trades Union.  That is the HRP way.

 2         Lastly as I wrap, I would

 3 like to speak to our diversity,

 4 equity and inclusion initiative.  HRP

 5 has an aggressive economic

 6 opportunity plan with a 50 percent

 7 MBE, 50 percent local and a 12

 8 percent WBE for our workforce goals.

 9 Two years into our 15-year project,

10 we average about 54 percent MBE, 2

11 percent WBE and 28 percent local.

12 Although not a goal, we are committed

13 through our previously mentioned

14 pipeline programs in addition to a

15 partnership with the Greater Hispanic

16 Chamber of Commerce Build Latino

17 program, ensuring that the Hispanic-

18 owned construction companies move

19 from subs to primes on construction

20 sites and can compete for City and

21 state contracts, and we are currently

22 exploring a mentoring program with

23 the African American Chamber of

24 Commerce where potential

25 subcontractors are paired with primes
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 1 to get experience on the site while

 2 lessening the risk and removing

 3 barriers that small Black and Brown

 4 businesses traditionally face.

 5         We've hosted two contractor

 6 fairs with Clayco and a partnership

 7 with the Enterprise Center to present

 8 our project in front of potential

 9 Black and Brown businesses.  We have

10 a partnership with the Urban League

11 of Philadelphia, which places

12 students from Cheyney University at

13 HRP for summer employment, which we

14 hope to expand and include additional

15 Historically Black Colleges and

16 Universities.

17         We believe through pipeline-

18 building and intentional investments

19 we will be in the position to

20 continue to build equitably in the

21 future.  We are available to answer

22 any questions that the Committee may

23 have.  Thank you for your time.

24         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank for

25 your testimony and for all of the
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 1 information.  I think that that is

 2 very helpful as it relates to those

 3 of us who might not necessarily know

 4 everything that's going on down

 5 there.  So thank you for that.

 6         Mr. Maynard, will you please

 7 call the next witness for this

 8 particular panel.  And then after the

 9 entire panel goes, we'll open it up

10 for questions.

11         THE CLERK:  Yes, Mr. Chair.

12 The next witness we'll hear from is

13 Anthony Martin.  We'll then hear from

14 Sandra Marks, Charles Reeves and

15 Mr. Hayes.

16         I apologize.  I won't butcher

17 your first name, Mr. Hayes.

18         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Wait.

19 All of those people are on this

20 panel?

21         THE CLERK:  That's correct,

22 Mr. Chair.

23         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  All

24 right.  Let me do this then and I'm

25 going to apologize to my colleagues.
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 1         Before we get to the rest of

 2 the members of the panel, are there

 3 any questions for this particular --

 4 no, let's go through the whole -- and

 5 ask the questions at once to the

 6 entire panel.  How about we do it

 7 like that.  Is that fine?

 8         COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:

 9 Mr. Chair.

10         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  The Chair

11 recognizes Councilman Johnson.

12         COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Yes.  I

13 just wanted to clarify also for the

14 record with Planning and Streets,

15 that this is not an overlay piece of

16 legislation.  There's misinformation

17 that this is an overlay as opposed to

18 authorization to do a street grid on

19 the Hilco site.  I just want to

20 clarify that from Planning as well as

21 Streets.

22         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank

23 you, Councilmember Johnson.

24 Thank --

25         MS. CHIU:  Yes, that --
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 1         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  -- you.

 2 Sarah.  The Chair recognizes Sarah --

 3         MS. CHIU:  Yes, that is

 4 correct.  This is not a zoning bill,

 5 not an overlay bill.  This is a

 6 streets bill, a City Plan change

 7 bill.

 8         COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  We will

 9 not be upzoning any parcels of land,

10 correct, with this legislation?

11         MS. CHIU:  No, there's no

12 zoning involved here.

13         COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Okay.  I

14 just wanted to state it for the

15 record.  There's a little

16 misinformation.  I just want this to

17 be transparent and clear as to these

18 actual bills that are going through.

19 Thank you very much, Sarah.

20         Thank you, Mr. Chair.

21         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank

22 you, Councilmember Johnson, for the

23 clarity.  And we will still open up

24 this panel for questions after we

25 hear from the entire panel if that's
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 1 okay with members of the Committee.

 2         Mr. Maynard, will you please

 3 call the next witness to testify and

 4 we'll have each witness testify

 5 consecutively.  And after the end of

 6 the entire panel, we'll open it for

 7 questions.

 8         THE CLERK:  We'll hear from

 9 Anthony Marks first and Sandra --

10 Anthony Martin, I apologize, and

11 Sandra Marks and Charles Reeves and

12 then Mr. Hayes.

13         So Anthony Marks, if you're

14 ready, sir.

15         MR. MARTIN:  Anthony Martin.

16 Can you guys hear me?

17         THE CLERK:  Yes.  Having a

18 bad day with names.

19         MR. MARTIN:  Good afternoon,

20 Chairperson Thomas.  Hi.  I'm Anthony

21 Martin.  I'm the founder of the Urban

22 Youth Racing School here in

23 Philadelphia.  So we actually

24 introduced urban youth to the

25 motorsports industry by using
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 1 science, technology, engineering and

 2 math in our program.

 3         This is our 25th year of our

 4 business and we've had over 8,000

 5 students go through our program.  And

 6 we are very -- in fact, we're the

 7 only program like this in the U.S.,

 8 actually in the world to actually

 9 give kids an inner look into this

10 multi-billion dollar racing industry.

11 We've been very successful in

12 actually doing that.

13         And I want to thank the Hilco

14 Corporation for their $50,000

15 donation they gave for us to be able

16 to bring students from South and

17 Southwest Philadelphia into our

18 program and to experience our program

19 for the 10-week long period that it

20 actually is.

21         As I mentioned before, our

22 program is very, very unique in the

23 fact that we use science and

24 technology and engineering to

25 actually get them indulged in these
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 1 particular industries.  Also, one of

 2 the big parts of our program is our

 3 job search and getting kids involved

 4 in jobs in this particular industry

 5 throughout the CNC machine programs,

 6 other programs that we actually have

 7 that are part of what we actually do.

 8         So again, I want to thank

 9 Hilco for that.  I'm from Southwest

10 Philly.  So perhaps we can expand our

11 program in other parts of the City to

12 get them involved in being a part of

13 it.  Thank you very much.

14         THE CLERK:  Thank you for

15 your testimony, sir.

16         If Ms. Marks, if you're ready

17 to testify, please begin with your

18 name when you are.

19         MS. MARKS:  Thank you.

20 Hello.  My name is Sandra Marks. I'm

21 an executive of Clayco Corporation.

22 We're headquartered in St. Louis,

23 founded in 1984 and -- I'm sorry.

24 We're founded in St. Louis in 1984,

25 headquartered in Chicago today.  And



Committee on Streets and Services 50 
3/17/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1 we're excited to be part of this

 2 project and partnered with Hilco.

 3 We've been awarded the first building

 4 of many and are in a partnership with

 5 Perryman Construction.

 6         We have had a relationship

 7 with Perryman Construction that

 8 started back in 2018.  So prior to

 9 this project, we became acquainted

10 with Perryman and their company.  And

11 when this opportunity came up,

12 decided that they would be a good

13 partner to really help us to build

14 our local programs in Philadelphia.

15         I lead our diversity, equity

16 and inclusions initiatives

17 nationwide, so Clayco has had a DEI

18 program for over 25 years.  I've been

19 a consultant to Clayco up until eight

20 years ago.  And eight years ago, I

21 came inside Clayco to really lead our

22 efforts to build capacity, in

23 particular minority- and women-owned

24 firms nationwide to do larger skilled

25 projects like this one.
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 1         And my focus has always been

 2 working with our clients to align on

 3 all the programs they already have.

 4 So certainly having the opportunity

 5 to work with Jasmine and the Hilco

 6 team on all the programs that were

 7 mentioned before now is one of the

 8 areas that we have been involved in.

 9         We have had three outreach

10 events specifically targeting the

11 minority and women contracting

12 community there in Philadelphia, and

13 we've built a cohort now that's close

14 to 70 minority- and women-owned

15 firms, and we are putting through our

16 own mentor protégé program to be

17 ready when we begin construction on

18 this project.

19         These firms are involved in

20 helping to understand how Clayco does

21 business, making sure that safety

22 programs are in line as well as that

23 they're financially receiving all of

24 the support from all of the different

25 organizations that are there in
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 1 Philadelphia as well as Clayco and

 2 our team.

 3         We also have a workforce

 4 component to our company.  I have a

 5 counterpart in my office, Dan Lester

 6 who runs our workforce program, so he

 7 has also been involved already with

 8 Hilco in learning what the

 9 organizations are there that would be

10 our partners helping us to ensure

11 that on this project and in

12 particular our project.  We not only

13 meet the goals that Hilco has put in

14 our contract, but exceed those goals.

15         And we've done this all over

16 the country before, but I will say

17 this has been the most aggressive

18 client in terms of what their

19 expectations are of us, and they're

20 holding us to the commitments that

21 are in the EOP, and we're excited

22 because we've had this opportunity

23 before.

24         So I'm looking forward to

25 working with Hilco.  Certainly,
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 1 encourage you to look at our website,

 2 claycorising.com, for more

 3 information on who we are and what we

 4 do.  But this is our first chance to

 5 get an opportunity of really working

 6 with Philadelphia, but also certainly

 7 working with Hilco.  So thank you for

 8 the opportunity to introduce you to

 9 Clayco and what we're doing.  And I

10 look forward to more interaction.

11 Thank you.

12         THE CLERK:  Thank you for

13 your testimony, ma'am.

14         If we could hear now from

15 Charles Reeves and then Mr. Hayes.

16 Charles Reeves, are you there?

17         MR. REEVES:  Can you hear me?

18 Hello?

19         THE CLERK:  Yes, I can.

20         MR. REEVES:  Good afternoon,

21 Chair and everyone.  My name is

22 Charles Reeves, Jr.  I've been living

23 in Grays Ferry for the last 60-plus

24 years.  I'm also the president of two

25 community organizations, (inaudible)
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 1 Committee and Tasker-Morris Neighbors

 2 Association.

 3         Our whole purpose is to serve

 4 the community and make sure that we

 5 have a safe space for the minority.

 6 I'm writing on behalf of Hilco --

 7 Ms. Sessoms ran through a lot of

 8 things, but I'm just going to

 9 reiterate some of the things she

10 said.

11         So I'm writing on behalf of

12 Hilco Redevelopment Partners

13 Community Advisory Panel.  I have

14 been a member of HRP Community

15 Advisory Panel since 2020.  The

16 current CAP has 25 stakeholders, 18

17 of which are community-based

18 organizations.  These groups

19 represent South and Southwest

20 Philadelphia.  As a cabinet member,

21 we meet with HRP representatives

22 bi-monthly to hear updates on the

23 project, in particular developments,

24 environmental and community

25 engagements.  These meetings have
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 1 been beneficial and are well-

 2 intended.

 3         HRP use the CAP as their ears

 4 and eyes of our community and has

 5 maintained frequent communications

 6 with our members.  In addition to

 7 bi-monthly CAP meetings, Hilco hosts

 8 quarterly public meetings.  These

 9 meetings have evolved over the past

10 two-and-a-half years where HRP

11 began -- when HRP began community

12 meetings.

13         The community were required

14 to write questions prior to the

15 meeting and could only engage through

16 the chat function.  After this

17 meeting listening from the feedback

18 from the community at large, HRP's

19 public meetings are a two-way

20 dialogue where residents can

21 (inaudible) and speak freely.

22         HRP has supported many of our

23 community and youth programs and

24 workshops.  Since becoming owner of

25 the site in 2020, the community has



Committee on Streets and Services 56 
3/17/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1 been a strong partner to South and

 2 Southwest community.  The Bellwether

 3 District continues to demonstrate its

 4 commitments to the community and I

 5 ask you to support the Bellwether

 6 District bill.  Thank you so much for

 7 your time, and I hope God bless all

 8 of y'all.

 9         THE CLERK:  God bless,

10 Mr. Reeves, and thank you for your

11 testimony.

12         Mr. Hayes, if you're

13 available, and could you pronounce

14 your first name for my edification.

15         MR. HAYES:  Good afternoon,

16 Chairman Thomas and members of the

17 Committee.  My first name is Kaliek.

18         THE CLERK:  Kaliek.  Thank

19 you.  I apologize.

20         MR. HAYES:  No problem at

21 all.  So my name is Kaliek Hayes.  I

22 am the founder of Childshoodlost

23 Foundation, an organization in the

24 City that focuses on restoring

25 underserved children and families.
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 1 I'm supporting Bill Nos. 22 -- 220943

 2 to 220950 and 220971.

 3         Childshoodlost Foundation's

 4 mission is to provide education,

 5 economic opportunities and community

 6 engagement to children and families

 7 who face extreme poverty,

 8 homelessness, hunger and other

 9 challenges.  This year on March 10th

10 we hosted a stage play focusing on

11 gun violence, where we sent over

12 three shows.  We did this production

13 with really little to no assistance.

14         However, with about two weeks

15 left before showtime we had a meeting

16 with Hilco Redevelopment Partners and

17 their team.  We described our mission

18 and what we were trying to do, and

19 they assisted with the cost of the

20 production.  This really meant a lot

21 to me and my team because we

22 understand that it's very important

23 for companies coming into our

24 communities to make true commitments

25 and investments in grassroots
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 1 organizations doing the work that's

 2 making a difference.

 3         HRP, when you're looking at

 4 the things they did displaying its

 5 commitment over the last couple of

 6 years, and myself, I'm a witness of

 7 that, what they were able to do for

 8 us in just the last two weeks.  So I

 9 just want to say I look forward to

10 furthering a partnership with HRP and

11 also what they're willing to do in

12 the South and Southwest community

13 moving forward.  Thank you.

14         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you

15 for your testimony.  It's very much

16 appreciated.

17         Members of the Committee, are

18 there any questions for this

19 particular panel as it relates to

20 this set of bills that they testified

21 on?

22             (No response.)

23         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Hearing

24 no ques --

25         COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Chair --
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 1         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Chair

 2 recognizes Councilmember Johnson.

 3         COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank

 4 you.

 5         This is for Jasmine Sessoms.

 6 Jasmine, can you give us an idea of

 7 the level of community engagement and

 8 meetings that you have had with

 9 members of the community regarding

10 the work that you are doing with

11 Hilco Redevelopment Partners just for

12 the record?

13         MS. SESSOMS:  Yes,

14 Councilman.  Let me just go back.

15 We've done quite a bit as my

16 six-minute testimony told you.  So

17 thus far, we've had 23 meetings with

18 our CAP group, that's bi-monthly

19 meetings, and that's a mix of

20 inperson and virtual.

21         March 28th will be our 10th

22 public meeting within the last two

23 years.  But in between that as you

24 heard Kaliek say and as Mr. Reeves

25 said, we meet with individuals all
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 1 the time constantly, between me and

 2 Mia Fioravante.  We consistently are

 3 in the community.

 4         Back in 2020 and 2021, I used

 5 to sit in Stinger Square Park

 6 personally and have office hours

 7 where residents could come and talk

 8 to me and ask about the project.  So

 9 we are extremely engaged within the

10 community.  But that's how many we've

11 had.  A hard date and number, 23 with

12 our CAP and 10 -- it will be 10 on

13 March 28th, public meetings.

14         COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank

15 you very much, and we appreciate the

16 level of communication and dialogue

17 that your company has been having not

18 only with my office, but most

19 importantly, the community as we go

20 through this process.  This is only

21 the beginning.  This is like a 10- to

22 20-year project, so the partnership

23 with the community but most

24 importantly, the communications

25 that's obviously critically
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 1 important.

 2         We thank you for the 23

 3 meetings thus far, including public

 4 meetings as well that have been

 5 taking place because that's how

 6 partnerships are formed and how we

 7 move forward together as one

 8 community.  Thank you very much,

 9 Jasmine.

10         MS. SESSOMS:  Thank you,

11 Councilman Johnson.

12         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you

13 for your response as well too and

14 thank you for all of the information.

15 It's very much appreciated.

16         Are there any other questions

17 for members of the Committee for this

18 particular panel?

19             (No response.)

20         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Hearing

21 none, Mr. Maynard, can you please

22 call the next folks to testify on

23 this particular bill.

24         THE CLERK:  Sure.  Council

25 Support, are you loaded up with
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 1 public comment by chance?

 2         COUNCIL TECH SUPPORT:  We

 3 would need a short break, David, for

 4 public comment.

 5         THE CLERK:  In that case,

 6 let's take that short break and go to

 7 public comment.

 8         COUNCIL TECH SUPPORT:  Great.

 9 Thank you.

10             (Brief recess.)

11         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Good

12 afternoon and thank you for joining

13 us, and welcome to the Streets

14 Committee hearing.  We have a few

15 bills that we have some public

16 comment on.  We're going to ask our

17 witnesses to leave your public

18 comment testimony to two minutes.  We

19 have another 20-plus bills that we

20 need to review today at some point.

21         So, Mr. Maynard, will you

22 please call the first witness we have

23 to testify for public comment.  When

24 your name is called, please state

25 your name for the record and you can
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 1 begin with your testimony.

 2         THE CLERK:  Yes, Mr. Chair.

 3 The first name on our list is Karlin

 4 Moore.

 5         Karlin, are you connected?

 6         MS. MOORE:  Good afternoon.

 7 My name is Karlin Moore.  Can

 8 everyone hear me?

 9         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  We can

10 hear you, yes.

11         THE CLERK:  Yes, we can.

12         MS. MOORE:  Thank you.  I am

13 calling on the City Planning

14 Commission to not authorize Street

15 bills 220943 to 220950 for Hilco

16 Redevelopment Partners to develop

17 transportation infrastructure at the

18 Hilco site.  As a graduate student

19 studying environmental exposure

20 science, I am concerned about nearby

21 residents' cumulative exposure to

22 both warehouse-related air pollution

23 and current benzene emissions from

24 the former refinery site.

25         Benzene is a known carcinogen
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 1 and a common air pollutant.  The EPA

 2 sets an annual action level 9

 3 micrograms per meter cube to indicate

 4 health risks.  Before Hilco stopped

 5 monitoring their fenceline benzene

 6 this past January.  Four of their

 7 monitors exceeded the action level of

 8 9 micrograms per meter cube in 2022.

 9         These concentrations ranged

10 from 9.1 to 14 micrograms per meter

11 cube.  While this is not an annual

12 average, these numbers strongly

13 suggest the need to continue

14 monitoring benzene at the site.

15 Furthermore, these benzene

16 exceedances are likely to increase in

17 frequency of magnitude as hundreds

18 and thousands of trucks and service

19 vehicles are used for the warehouse

20 and logistics center.

21         In addition to continuing

22 fenceline monitoring, we need air

23 monitoring to be conducted in the

24 surrounding residential areas where

25 community members live and work.
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 1 Over 300,000 people live within 3

 2 miles of the former refinery, and

 3 fenceline residents are exposed to

 4 multiple pollutant sources

 5 simultaneously.

 6         In addition to the former

 7 refinery future logistics center,

 8 there are numerous local and upwind

 9 industrial sources such as the

10 airport, port and multiple highways.

11 The total burden of pollutant

12 exposures have to be considered along

13 with future increases in pollution

14 due to building warehouses on the

15 site.

16         Where the technology exists,

17 we need continuous monitoring of

18 volatile organic compound such

19 benzene, particulate matter and other

20 pollutants of concern to ensure

21 development plans do not take

22 precedence over human health.

23 Hilco's plan for the Bellwether

24 District involves around 750 acres of

25 warehousing and logistics.



Committee on Streets and Services 66 
3/17/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1         It would be poor planning not

 2 to look at other areas like New York

 3 City and the Lehigh Valley where

 4 warehousing truck traffic has

 5 increased air pollution and harms

 6 environmental justice communities.

 7 For the sake of this local community

 8 at risk, I implore the City's

 9 Planning Commission to not authorize

10 Street Bills 220943 to 220950.  Thank

11 you so much for your time.

12         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you

13 for your testimony.  Thank you for

14 the information.  It was very much

15 appreciated.

16         Mr. Maynard, will you please

17 call our next witness to testify.

18         THE CLERK:  Do we have Lisa

19 F-r-u-e-h.  And if you'll pronounce

20 your last name for my edification.

21         MR. FRUEH:  Hi, yeah.  My

22 name is Lisa Frueh.  I'm speaking

23 today to call on the City Planning

24 Commission not to authorize Street

25 Bills No. 220943 through 220950 for
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 1 Hilco Redevelopment Partners to

 2 develop transportation infrastructure

 3 at the former refinery site.

 4         As an environmental health

 5 scientist, I'm concerned that there

 6 hasn't been a comprehensive traffic

 7 study for the Bellwether District

 8 before for approving the site.  I am

 9 pleased to hear as of this meeting

10 that a traffic study is planned, but

11 I'm still concerned that findings

12 from the traffic study will not be

13 accessible to the communities living

14 near the Bellwether District.

15         Buildings where housing and

16 logistics centers in close proximity

17 to residential areas is an

18 environmental justice issue across

19 the country.  Developing a major

20 regional logistics hub in the heart

21 of Philadelphia without robust

22 infrastructure planning will increase

23 traffic and air pollution with

24 adverse impacts on quality of life

25 and the health and well-being for
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 1 people living in the surrounding

 2 community.

 3         Increased traffic will

 4 include emissions of fine particulate

 5 matter, ultra fine particles and

 6 diesel particulate matter which is

 7 classified as a carcinogen.  Ultra

 8 fine particles have the ability to

 9 enter the bloodstream and cross the

10 blood brain barrier, and that leads

11 to numerous adverse health effects,

12 including cardiovascular and

13 respiratory diseases.

14         The neighborhoods and public

15 infrastructure near the Bellwether

16 District are already bearing an undue

17 burden of air pollution from Highway

18 I-95, the Schuylkill Expressway and

19 the airport.  The Planning Commission

20 cannot approve these roadway changes

21 before Hilco works with

22 transportation planner engineers to

23 provide the public with a realistic

24 and comprehensive proposal for how

25 truck traffic will navigate through
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 1 and around the site.

 2         Specifically, the plan must

 3 account for all potential impacts

 4 such as air quality, noise,

 5 congestion, safety and more.  Hilco

 6 should explicitly state how future

 7 uses of the site will not increase

 8 the air pollution.  Residents in

 9 nearby neighborhoods are concerned

10 about trucks using public streets to

11 park and idle.  A plan should be in

12 place to ensure that truck traffic is

13 routed away from neighborhoods and

14 schools, and a community oversight

15 committee and community design review

16 process should be created to approve

17 all truck routes, warehouse zone

18 plans, truck emission standards and

19 clean-up operation standards.

20 Permits should not be granted until

21 the traffic impacts are both

22 understood and mitigated.  Thank you

23 for your time.

24         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you

25 for your testimony.  Thank you very
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 1 much for your information.  It is

 2 very much appreciated.

 3         Mr. Maynard, will you please

 4 call the next witness to testify.

 5         THE CLERK:  Yes, Mr. Chair.

 6 Next up we have Peter Winslow.

 7         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Please

 8 state your name for the record and --

 9         MR. WINSLOW:  Happy

10 St. Patrick's Day.

11         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I'm

12 sorry.  Say it again.

13         MR. WINSLOW:  Happy

14 St. Patrick's Day.  My name is Peter

15 Winslow.  I'm a Philadelphian.  I'm a

16 member of Philly Thrive.  I'm

17 speaking today as President of A

18 Smart Collaboration, an initiative

19 originating from Green Justice?

20 Philly's opposition to the PES

21 refinery.  Thank you, Chairman Thomas

22 and members of the Committee for this

23 opportunity to address Bills 220943

24 through 50 and 220971.

25         We're grateful to Hilco for
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 1 coming to Philadelphia.  We applauded

 2 when Hilco won PES bankruptcy auction

 3 in 2020.  We appreciate everything

 4 Jasmine Sessoms has presented today.

 5 We want Hilco to succeed.  We want

 6 the Bellwether District to prosper.

 7         We want to help Hilco do well

 8 as a business while doing good for

 9 Philadelphia as a responsible

10 corporate citizen.  Therefore, please

11 be assured that we support and do not

12 wish to oppose or impede Hilco's

13 redevelopment of the former refinery

14 property.  Specifically, we do not

15 oppose construction of streets and

16 infrastructure to support Hilco's

17 repurposing of the site.

18 Furthermore, we recognize that timing

19 is important.

20         Nevertheless we oppose

21 approval of these particular

22 ordinances at this time.  We ask that

23 you recognize that the proposals

24 before you are premature and

25 inadequately conceived and that you
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 1 should therefore defer consideration

 2 of these bills.

 3         For development, the why

 4 defines the how.  The what defines

 5 the where.  The ordinance before you

 6 presuppose answers to questions that

 7 have been asked, but not yet

 8 answered.  Where with the street

 9 lead?  Who will use the street and

10 for what purposes?  How will traffic

11 on the street affect congestion and

12 pollution within the wider

13 transportation system?

14         What will be the health

15 economic and social impacts in such

16 uses on the immediate neighborhood

17 and the wider community?  Why as we

18 transition from reliance on fossil

19 fuels do we envision new gas

20 infrastructure?  Moreover, what will

21 be the character of the property?

22 Will the street be part of a gated

23 industrial site like the Packer

24 Avenue Marine Terminal or will it

25 serve a campus like the Navy Yard?
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 1         Will the street be

 2 pedestrian- and bicycle-friendly

 3 providing public access to the

 4 Schuylkill River and the Schuylkill

 5 Trail with connections to FDR Park,

 6 Bartram's Garden, Fort Mifflin, the

 7 Heinz Wildlife Refuge, Fairmount

 8 Park.

 9         As the fenceline that has

10 been around the former refinery for

11 the past 154 years disappears, as the

12 1300-acre property transitions from

13 private to public access, as Hilco

14 tenants become (inaudible) of

15 economic activity for our region, how

16 will these streets contribute to

17 systemic reintegration of the site

18 with the rest of Philadelphia?  A

19 Community Benefits Agreement, the

20 Lower South Infrastructure Resilience

21 Collaborative, the work of government

22 planning agencies, Hilco and your

23 Committee are addressing these

24 issues, so answers will be

25 forthcoming and forthcoming soon.
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 1         However, to move the bills

 2 before you based on assumptions that

 3 have not yet been fully articulated,

 4 adequately examined and broadly

 5 agreed upon will preclude optimal

 6 outcomes, great disharmony and

 7 constrain the potentials of this site

 8 for the City.  Please keep these

 9 bills under review by your Committee

10 and defer action at this time.  Thank

11 you.

12         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank

13 you.  Thank you for your testimony.

14         Mr. Maynard, will you please

15 call the next witness to testify.

16         THE CLERK:  The next witness

17 on the list is Jackson Plumlee.

18 Mr. Plumlee, are you available?

19             (No response.)

20         THE CLERK:  Moving on, the

21 next witness to testify is Grace Fan.

22         Ms. Fan, are your connected?

23         MS. FAN:  Hi.  My name is

24 Grace Fan and I work with Asian

25 Americans United representing the
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 1 Save Chinatown Coalition which stands

 2 in solidarity with Philly Thrive.

 3 I'm calling today about Bills 220943

 4 to 220950 to oppose the legislation

 5 that changes roadways for the sake of

 6 construction on the site of the

 7 former Philadelphia Energy Solutions

 8 refinery.

 9         We need a comprehensive

10 traffic city and flood control plan

11 for the Bellwether District before

12 the City approves legislation that

13 moves this project forward and brings

14 unforeseen air pollution, traffic,

15 flooding and other negative affects

16 on this surrounding neighborhood.

17         The Save Chinatown Coalition

18 believes that nothing should be

19 forced onto communities, and it is

20 clear that the City's interest in

21 paving the way for the Hilco

22 Redevelopment Partners Construction

23 despite clear community hesitation

24 about these specific bills.

25         This community has been
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 1 subject to years of ongoing toxic

 2 emissions and environmental racism

 3 and we're just asking for a clear

 4 plan that shows environmental

 5 justice, and it is time for the City

 6 to prioritize people and their health

 7 and take time to consider impacts and

 8 well-beings.

 9         We believe that every

10 community deserves to know the facts

11 about big development proposals and

12 have a voice in the future of their

13 neighborhood, and we stand with

14 Philly Thrive and our Southwest

15 Philly neighbors who are demanding a

16 traffic study and a better flood

17 control plan that addresses

18 residents' concerns and are asking

19 for transparency before any

20 development at the old refinery.

21         Furthermore, we hope that

22 their requests for no fossil fuel

23 infrastructure will be honored and we

24 hope that Hilco will consider carbon-

25 free or carbon-neutral alternatives
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 1 to national gas sitewide,

 2 particularly as this neighborhood has

 3 experienced such severe health

 4 detriment due to the old refinery.

 5         So please do not further the

 6 history of environmental racism and

 7 environmental justice that is hurting

 8 beloved communities in this City and

 9 don't authorize these bills before

10 putting in due diligence.  Please

11 allow communities to have agency over

12 their futures and promote their

13 health because people's lives are on

14 the line.  Thank you for your time

15 and your consideration.

16         THE CLERK:  Thank you for

17 your testimony --

18         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:

19 Mr. Maynard, will you please call the

20 next witness.

21         THE CLERK:  Yes, Mr. Chair.

22 The next witness is Marilyn Howarth.

23         Ms. Howarth, are you

24 connected?

25         DR. HOWARTH:  Good afternoon.
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 1 I'm Dr. Marilyn Howarth, an

 2 occupational and environmental

 3 medicine physician at the Center of

 4 Excellence and Environmental

 5 Toxicology at the University of

 6 Pennsylvania.  We'd like to thank

 7 City Council for the opportunity to

 8 submit this testimony regarding the

 9 redevelopment of the PES refinery

10 site, specifically Bills 220943-50.

11 Please see the written testimony that

12 we've submitted for images and

13 additional information.

14         Due to the PES refinery's

15 past emissions and long latency for

16 developing cancer, neighborhood

17 residents can expect increased cancer

18 rates for several decades, in

19 addition to the added burden of

20 chronic disease that they've endured

21 during refinery operation.

22         The redevelopment should

23 consider this long history of

24 resident environmental overburden and

25 seek to minimize health and
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 1 environmental impacts.  The proposed

 2 bills represent steps toward

 3 redevelopment in a piecemeal fashion.

 4 To protect the economic health and

 5 environmental interest of the public,

 6 we urge City Council to reject this

 7 approach and instead require Hilco to

 8 present for your consideration a more

 9 complete plan for the 1300-acre site.

10         Hilco intends to dramatically

11 increase the impervious cover on the

12 site, which will substantially

13 increase water run-off possibly

14 affecting adjacent neighborhoods

15 already vulnerable to flooding.

16 Water intrusion leads to mold growth,

17 exacerbating asthma and leading to

18 new cases of allergy and asthma.

19         Flooding events increase the

20 transport of legacy hazardous

21 materials from the site to the

22 community by a surface run-off in

23 raising water cables.  Significant

24 air pollution is present in the

25 neighborhood surrounding the refinery
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 1 due to motor vehicle exhaust and

 2 industrial sources.

 3         Traffic in these

 4 neighborhoods is up to 115,000

 5 vehicles each day often stop-and-go,

 6 with thousands of idling cars within

 7 100 feet of homes, producing some of

 8 the highest emission rates.  Motor

 9 vehicle exhaust pollutants lead to

10 asthma, premature heart disease,

11 dementia and poor birth outcomes.

12         Philadelphia has elevated

13 rates of hospitalizations for these

14 conditions.  Diesel exhaust and air

15 pollution are known human

16 carcinogens.  Our research has

17 demonstrated that adjacent

18 neighborhoods are already

19 overburdened by air pollution due to

20 vehicle exhaust and industrial

21 emissions with lung cancer risk

22 higher than other Philadelphians.

23         Hilco's plan for the

24 redevelopment calls for a large

25 logistic facility.  We estimate that
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 1 the increase in vehicles will double

 2 the traffic.  This would represent a

 3 substantial worsening of the air

 4 quality for residents and the region,

 5 worsening asthma, heart disease and

 6 cancer.

 7         We strongly urge City Council

 8 to require Hilco to produce a

 9 comprehensive traffic study,

10 including roadway and transportation

11 plan which also evaluates the added

12 air pollution burden from the

13 additional traffic in and around the

14 logistic center, and a comprehensive

15 water management plan and stormwater

16 pollution prevention plan for the

17 entire site before proceeding with

18 further redevelopment.

19         Proceeding with a piecemeal

20 approval process for the largest

21 redevelopment project in Philadelphia

22 in a century seems to callously

23 disregard environmental justice core

24 principles of incorporating equity,

25 meaningfully involved in communities
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 1 and protecting against ongoing

 2 environmental overboard by the

 3 redevelopment's added flooding and

 4 air pollution.

 5         We strongly urge City Council

 6 to take seriously its responsibility

 7 to protect the health and welfare of

 8 the most vulnerable residents.  Thank

 9 you for your attention and for the

10 opportunity to submit these comments.

11         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you

12 for your testimony.  It's greatly

13 appreciated.

14         Mr. Maynard, can you please

15 call our next witness to testify.

16         THE CLERK:  Yes, Mr. Chair.

17 The next witness is Mitch Chanin.

18 Mitch, are you connected?

19         MR. CHANIN:  Yes, I am.  Can

20 you hear me?

21         THE CLERK:  We can.

22         MR. CHANIN:  Great.  Thank

23 you so much for the opportunity to

24 testify.  My name is Mitch Chanin.

25 I'm a member of Philly Thrive.  I'm
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 1 also testifying on the same set of

 2 bills, 220943 to 220950.  I'm going

 3 to deviate a little bit from what I

 4 had written, so I hope you'll bear

 5 with me.

 6         So I (inaudible) previous

 7 testimonies about the potential risks

 8 of air pollution and flooding that

 9 could result from the project.  And I

10 wanted to say that I'm really

11 disappointed in that the City's

12 response and the City's role in

13 planning for the redevelopment of the

14 site has been so minimal so far.

15         I'm struck by the sharp

16 divergence in the views that have

17 been presented in the testimony

18 today.  A number of people talking

19 about, oh, the benefits that they are

20 gleaning or that they and their

21 communities or the members of their

22 organizations hope to gain from the

23 development of the site, and then

24 we're hearing a separate set of

25 testimonies about the potential air
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 1 pollution and flooding impacts of the

 2 development.

 3         People want the benefits of

 4 development, but we don't want the

 5 potential harms that are being

 6 described.  And I don't understand

 7 why there's been such minimal effort

 8 as far as I can tell on the part of

 9 the City to proactively get ahead of

10 the issues and work towards planning

11 the traffic management plan with the

12 comprehensive study that people have

13 been requesting and looking seriously

14 at the flooding issues and how those

15 should be addressed.

16         And I would add looking at

17 the potential for fossil free

18 development, including through the

19 use of electric vehicles at that site

20 to alleviate air pollution concerns.

21 I strongly oppose approval for these

22 bills at this point and echo the call

23 for the comprehensive traffic plan

24 and the flooding plan to be done as

25 soon as possible.
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 1         And I would really like to

 2 see a much more proactive leadership

 3 from the Planning Commission and from

 4 City Council in making sure that this

 5 plan, you know, that this development

 6 is done in a way that honors the need

 7 for the critical importance of public

 8 health and environmental

 9 sustainability as part of, you know,

10 in the Grays Ferry community.

11         The other thing I wanted to

12 name is that I've been really

13 interested and glad to see the

14 leadership that Councilmember

15 Gauthier is playing in addressing the

16 potential develop -- gentrification

17 impacts of life science development

18 in the 3rd District.  We've been

19 talking a lot about logistics today,

20 but the other part of this project is

21 a large life sciences development

22 that I assume would involve a large

23 number of high-paying jobs.

24         The Grays Ferry community is

25 already facing a lot of
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 1 gentrification pressure.  This life

 2 science development project that

 3 Hilco's proposing will add to that,

 4 and we're seeing numerous other life

 5 science development projects in Grays

 6 Ferry, north of there the

 7 Pennovation's Center along Grays

 8 Ferry Avenue and around 30th Street

 9 is planning a major expansion.

10         There's a proposal for

11 another life sciences campus near the

12 Quartermaster Plaza along Oregon

13 Avenue, and then a third one just

14 across the river next to Bartram's

15 Garden.  I think we need to look at

16 the potential impact of this

17 development in terms of making the

18 Grays Ferry community more attractive

19 to high wage, high salary workers and

20 have a comprehensive plan for

21 preserving housing affordability for

22 working-class Grays Ferry residents

23 at the same time.

24         The last thing I'll say is

25 that we keep hearing that the issues
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 1 will be addressed later, that the

 2 traffic study later, et cetera, but

 3 that's not good enough.  These are

 4 really fundamental issues and we need

 5 to address them now before further --

 6         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Excuse

 7 me --

 8         MR. CHANIN:  -- approval.  So

 9 thank you --

10         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Excuse

11 me.  Can you hear me?

12         MR. CHANIN:  Yeah, yeah.

13         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Sorry.

14 You're already doubled the time.  We

15 asked for two minutes.  You've

16 already doubled that.  So can you

17 just make your last statement so we

18 can allow other people to testify?

19         MR. CHANIN:  Yeah.  That's

20 all.  I'm sorry.  I apologize.  Thank

21 you very much.  That's the end of my

22 testimony.

23         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Okay.

24 Thank you for your testimony.  Thank

25 you for your comments, and your
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 1 perspective is very much appreciated.

 2 Thank you.

 3         Mr. Maynard, will you please

 4 call the next witness.

 5         THE CLERK:  Yes, Mr. Chair.

 6 The next witness is Tiffany Green.

 7         Ms. Green, are you connected?

 8         MS. GREEN:  Good evening --

 9 I'm sorry.  Good afternoon, everyone.

10 My name is Tiffany Green and I'm with

11 the Concerned Citizens of Point

12 Breeze.  I'm calling to ask that

13 Bills 221940 to 22, I think, 1943-50

14 be put on hold until community groups

15 are all treated equally and fairly,

16 okay.

17         I feel as though Hilco wants

18 to work with the groups and we have

19 been working over a year to try and

20 work with them in a respectful manner

21 and everything.  But I still at this

22 particular point, there's certain

23 issues that need to be brought to the

24 table before this corporation should

25 be able to move forward.
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 1         One, there should be an RCO

 2 meeting where they actually have

 3 designs.  If low-level developers

 4 have to go and put their money out

 5 and put together architectural

 6 designs to come to the community so

 7 they can see what they mean in terms

 8 of right-of-ways, that is what

 9 everyone should follow, low level,

10 mid level and high level, okay, to do

11 that.  That's why people have so many

12 questions because no one has seen the

13 architectural plans.

14         And so, they should be

15 required to follow the RCO process.

16 And I think that a lot of these

17 questions would go and be taken care

18 of.  But more importantly, the reason

19 why I'm calling is because I feel at

20 this point that a lot of the groups

21 are not being treated fairly.

22         It is not right for Hilco to

23 set up two different tables having

24 groups with a full vote and little

25 other groups with a little percentage
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 1 partial vote.  That is unfair

 2 treatment.  And then on top of that,

 3 asking Black groups to do one thing,

 4 and then turn around and we see where

 5 White-led groups are getting access

 6 and getting meetings, okay.

 7         And then on top of that with

 8 the CAP, you have CAP members being

 9 asked to vote on other non-CAP

10 members.  And anybody knows that's

11 been in this business regarding a

12 community benefits agreement if

13 someone thinks that they're going to

14 get a piece of your pie, of course

15 they're going to vote, not vote to

16 have you on the group.  That is not

17 right.  That is creating chaos in the

18 community.

19         And some people call it

20 plantation politics, and you should

21 not treat people like that.  It

22 should be one table where we're all

23 at the table with one full group.

24 Nobody has seen this CAP agreement.

25 Is it an ordinance, is it a
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 1 resolution, and also it's taken place

 2 in 1980.

 3         The reality of it is, is that

 4 this is a new corporation and we

 5 should be able to be all at the table

 6 with all these possibilities of

 7 environmental and health issues and

 8 the possibility of our communities

 9 dealing with this, then we should

10 have a full seat at the table to

11 discuss in a respectful manner with

12 Hilco administrators.

13         I'm not opposed to meeting

14 with Hilco and sitting down

15 respectfully.  But what I'm opposed

16 to is having people being treated

17 unequally and not having full access

18 and having a full vote.  That is not

19 right to tell long-term groups that

20 we're not allowed to be at the table.

21         And I reached out to our

22 Councilperson, and I'm asking you all

23 please to come and help this be

24 straightened out because some people

25 will have a bad taste in their mouth,
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 1 and that's not right going forward.

 2 And having different tables with

 3 different meetings, you don't know

 4 what's being said over here and

 5 what's being said over there.

 6         That is not the way a

 7 corporation should come into a city

 8 1300 acres and being impacted with

 9 everyone and be allowed to treat

10 people in that manner, and I'm asking

11 Council to put a hold on this and

12 make sure that everybody is treated

13 respectfully, equally and not

14 unfairly, okay.

15         All groups from all different

16 ethnic groups should have a seat at

17 that table.  And I ask that you do

18 something about this before moving

19 forward and not allow this to happen.

20 Thank you.  And I look forward to

21 hearing from you all.  Thank you.

22         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you

23 for your testimony.

24         Mr. Maynard, will you please

25 call the next witness.
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 1         THE CLERK:  The final witness

 2 that I'll call is Earl Wilson.

 3         Earl Wilson, are you

 4 connected?

 5             (No response.)

 6         THE CLERK:  I'm not hearing

 7 from Mr. Wilson.

 8         Council Support, do we have

 9 anyone else that we should call?

10         COUNCIL TECH SUPPORT:  That's

11 our last public comment participator,

12 David.

13         THE CLERK:  Thank you,

14 Modesto.  Mr. Chair, that concludes

15 public comment.

16         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank

17 you, Mr. Clerk.  Thank you for -- and

18 thank you to the Tech team for your

19 flexibility of making that happen.

20         With that being said, I think

21 we're ready to move on to our next

22 bill.  Mr. Maynard, will you please

23 read the next set of bills as well as

24 the panel to testify before the

25 Committee today.
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 1         THE CLERK:  Sure.  The next

 2 bills we'll hear are Bills 220970,

 3 2300 -- 230033, 230035 and 230128.

 4 Vadim Fleysh from Streets and Sarah

 5 Chiu from Planning will testify on

 6 each of those bills.

 7         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Good

 8 afternoon.  Please state your name

 9 for the record and you may begin your

10 testimony.

11         MS. CHIU:  Good afternoon,

12 Chairmember Thomas and members of

13 Streets and Services Committee.  I'm

14 Sarah Chiu, City Planner with the

15 Philadelphia City Planning

16 Commission.  I'm here to testify on

17 Bill No. 220970, which was introduced

18 by Councilmember Jones on December 8,

19 2022.

20         Bill No. 220970 will

21 authorize the revised lines and

22 grades on a portion of City Plan as

23 the Philadelphia Water Department

24 propose demanding the City Plan to

25 reflect the actual conditions along
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 1 Arch Street from North 63rd Street to

 2 North Gross Street.

 3         Arch Street presently exists

 4 outside of the right-of-way on the

 5 south side where the Water Department

 6 proposed the Rain Garden Project,

 7 Haddington Woods GSI Project in the

 8 northern portion of the right-of-way

 9 that is currently covered by grass.

10 This bill will amend the City Plan to

11 match the current condition and to

12 allow the proposed improvements.

13         The City Planning Commission

14 at its meeting on January 19, 2023

15 recommended Bill No. 220970 for

16 approval.  This concludes my

17 testimony.  I'm happy to answer any

18 questions.

19         THE CLERK:  Sarah, if you can

20 continue with the next bill,

21 230033 --

22         MS. CHIU:  Sure.

23         THE CLERK:  -- that would be

24 great.

25         MS. CHIU:  Good afternoon,
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 1 Chairmember Thomas and members of the

 2 Committee on Streets and Services.

 3 I'm Sarah Chiu, City Planner with the

 4 Philadelphia City Planning

 5 Commission.  I'm here to testify on

 6 Bill No. 230033, which was introduced

 7 by Councilmember Gauthier on January

 8 26, 2023.

 9         Bill No. 230033 authorizes

10 vacating the legally open portion of

11 Sloan Street from Ogden Avenue to its

12 northern terminus.  This portion of

13 Sloan Street is not improved as a

14 public street nor open to public

15 traffic.  The adjacent property

16 owners have requested this action in

17 order to remove it as the legal

18 encumbrance on the underlying

19 property and clarifying ownership of

20 the area.

21         The Planning Commission at

22 its meeting on February 16, 2023

23 recommended Bill No. 230033 for

24 approval.  This concludes my

25 testimony.  Thank you.
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 1         THE CLERK:  And 035 and then

 2 128.

 3         MS. CHIU:  Good afternoon,

 4 Chairmember Thomas and members of

 5 Committee on Streets and Services.

 6 I'm Sarah Chiu, City Planner with the

 7 Philadelphia City Planning

 8 Commission.  I'm here to testify on

 9 Bill No. 230035, which was introduced

10 by Councilmember O'Neill on January

11 26, 2023.

12         Bill No. 230035 will

13 authorize to strike Southampton Road

14 from Bustleton Avenue to its terminus

15 from the City Plan.  This portion of

16 Southampton Road is not physically

17 improved nor open to public traffic.

18 It has been used as a parking lot by

19 the abutting property owner.

20         This Streets striking action

21 will allow the abutting property

22 owner to continually use this area

23 without a public right-of-way

24 restriction.  The City Planning

25 Commission considered this bill at
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 1 its meeting on February 16, 2023 and

 2 recommended it for approval.  This

 3 concludes my testimony for this bill.

 4         And this last one.  Good

 5 afternoon, Chairmember Thomas and

 6 members of the Committee on Streets

 7 and Services.  My name is Sarah Chiu,

 8 City Planner with the Philadelphia

 9 City Planning Commission.  I'm here

10 to testify on Bill No. 230128, which

11 was introduced by Councilmember Jones

12 for Council President Clarke on

13 February 23, 2023.

14         Bill No. 230128 will

15 authorize the placement of Boston

16 Place from 10th Street to 11th

17 Street, north of York Street.

18 Philadelphia Housing Authority, PHA,

19 has requested this action as a part

20 of the redevelopment of Fairhill

21 super block.  This new public street

22 will provide vehicular and pedestrian

23 access from 10th Street to 11th

24 Street as well as to provide public

25 utilities for the redevelopment of
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 1 this PHA complex.

 2         The City Planning Commission

 3 at its meeting on March 16, 2023

 4 recommended that Bill No. 230128 for

 5 approval.  This concludes my

 6 testimony.  I'll be happy to answer

 7 questions.  Thank you.

 8         THE CLERK:  Thanks, Ms. Chiu.

 9 And, Vadim Fleysh, if you'll testify

10 on this same set of bills in that

11 same order, that would be great.

12         MR. FLEYSH:  Good afternoon,

13 Chair --

14         THE CLERK:  Oh, please go

15 ahead.

16         MR. FLEYSH:  Good afternoon,

17 Chairperson Thomas and members of

18 Streets and Services Committee.  My

19 name is Vadim Fleysh and I'm the

20 Chief Engineer and Surveyor for the

21 Department of Streets.  I'm here to

22 offer testimony on Bill No. 220970

23 introduced by Councilmember Jones.

24         This is not an Administration

25 ordinance requested by the Department
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 1 of Streets on behalf of the

 2 department.  The purpose of this

 3 proposed ordinance is to authorize

 4 the relocation of a portion of a

 5 cartway and a southerly houseline of

 6 Arch Street between 63rd Street and

 7 Gross Street, a variably distance

 8 southwardly.  The relocation of

 9 curbline subset Arch Street thereby

10 reducing the width of the cartway and

11 the striking from the City Plan of

12 Arch Street from Gross Street to 64th

13 Street.

14         The portion of Arch Street

15 proposed to be stricken is not

16 legally open, not improved and not

17 being used by public traffic and

18 (inaudible) Cobbs Creek Park.  And

19 the Department of Streets is not

20 desirous of constructing and

21 maintaining a street at this

22 location.  The purpose of these

23 processed actions is to revise the

24 City Plan to conform more closely

25 with existing conditions at this
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 1 location and pursue a (inaudible)

 2 proposed by the Water Department.

 3         The Department of Streets has

 4 no objection to this proposed

 5 ordinance and recommends your

 6 Committee a favorable action.  Thank

 7 you for the opportunity to appear

 8 before you today.  I will be pleased

 9 to answer any questions you might

10 have.

11         THE CLERK:  Thank you,

12 Mr. Fleysh.  If you'll testify next

13 on 230033, 035 and 128, that would be

14 great.

15         MR. FLEYSH:  Good afternoon,

16 Chairperson Thomas and members of

17 Streets Committee.  My name is Vadim

18 Fleysh and I'm the Chief Engineer for

19 the Department of Streets.  I'm here

20 to offer testimony on Bill No. 230033

21 introduced by Councilmember Gauthier.

22         This ordinance is requested

23 by Mr. Joseph Console, Esquire of

24 Console Matison, LLP on behalf of 879

25 North 40th, LLC and Cool Spaces(ph),
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 1 Inc.  The purpose of this proposed

 2 ordinance is to authorize the

 3 vacating of Sloan Street from Ogden

 4 Street to its terminus northwardly

 5 therefrom.

 6         This portion of Sloan Street

 7 was dedicated for public use in 1849,

 8 but was not plotted on the City Plan.

 9 It is not used by public traffic and

10 is not maintained by the Streets

11 Department as a City street.

12 Right-of-way for sewer and drainage

13 purposes and public utility purposes

14 will be reserved within the lines

15 being vacated and we'll replot it on

16 the City Plan to accommodate existing

17 utility infrastructure, which will

18 remain in place.

19         This action has been

20 requested by an abutting property

21 owner in order to allow the bed of

22 Sloan Street to private property and

23 facilitate plans for construction of

24 a proposed eight-story mixed-use

25 building.  The Department of Streets
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 1 has no objection to this proposed

 2 ordinance, and recommends it to your

 3 Committee for favorable action.

 4 Thank you for the opportunity to

 5 appear before you today.  I will be

 6 pleased to answer any questions you

 7 may have.

 8         The next is --

 9         THE CLERK:  The next is 035,

10 yes.

11         MR. FLEYSH:  Good afternoon,

12 Chairperson Thomas and members of

13 Streets and Services Committee.  My

14 name is Vadim Fleysh and I'm the

15 Chief Engineer and Surveyor for the

16 Department of Streets.  I'm here to

17 offer testimony on Bill No. 230035

18 introduced by Councilmember O'Neill.

19         This bill was requested by

20 John (inaudible) and Robin Catagnus

21 15001 Bustleton, LLC.  The purpose of

22 this bill is to authorize the

23 striking from the City Plan of

24 Southampton Road from Bustleton

25 Avenue to a dead-end approximately
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 1 209 feet southeastwardly therefrom.

 2         The portion of Southampton

 3 Road proposed to be stricken.  It's

 4 only partially paved and it's not

 5 listed as legally open on the Streets

 6 Department records and the Department

 7 is not desirous of maintaining a

 8 street at this location.  This action

 9 has been requested by the abutting

10 owners who wish to better (inaudible)

11 and other encroachments.

12         The Department of Streets has

13 no objection to this bill and

14 recommends it to your Committee for

15 favorable action.  Thank you for the

16 opportunity to appear before you

17 today.  I will be pleased to answer

18 any questions you might have.

19         The next one --

20         THE CLERK:  Is 128, the

21 Boston Place one.

22         MR. FLEYSH:  Good afternoon,

23 Chairperson Thomas and members of

24 Street and Services Committee.  My

25 name is Vadim Fleysh, and I'm the
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 1 Chief Engineer and Surveyor for the

 2 Department of Streets.  I'm here to

 3 offer testimony on Bill No. 230128

 4 introduced by Councilmember on behalf

 5 of Council President Clarke.

 6         This bill was requested by

 7 Mr. Kenny Smith of Stantec Consultant

 8 Services, Inc. on behalf of the

 9 Philadelphia Housing Authority, PHA.

10 The purpose of this proposed

11 ordinance is to authorize the

12 placement of the City Plan of a new

13 street to be known as Boston Place,

14 extending from 10th Street to 11th

15 Street, north of York Street.

16         This action is part of PHA's

17 proposed redevelopment of the

18 Fairhill super block side followed by

19 10th, York, 11th and Cumberland

20 Streets.  The proposed new public

21 street will bisect the super block,

22 separating the northern (inaudible)

23 provide vehicular and pedestrian

24 access to the site.

25         The Department of Streets has
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 1 no objection to this bill and

 2 recommends it to your Committee for a

 3 favorable action.  Thank you for the

 4 opportunity to appear before you

 5 today.  I will be pleased to answer

 6 any questions you may have.

 7         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:

 8 Mr. Maynard, was that it for this

 9 group of bills?

10         THE CLERK:  That is it for

11 this group of bills, yes.

12         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Okay.

13 Awesome.  Thank you everybody for

14 your testimony.

15         Are there any questions for

16 members of this Committee for this

17 particular panel on these issues?

18             (No response.)

19         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Okay.

20 Hearing none, I do want to let the

21 listening audience know that I'm

22 having some technical difficulties on

23 my end.  So if I'm on and off camera,

24 I do apologize because I'm struggling

25 a little bit right now.
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 1         Mr. Maynard, can you please

 2 call the next panel and the next set

 3 of bills for us to hear before us

 4 today.

 5         THE CLERK:  Of course,

 6 Mr. Chair.

 7         The next testifier we'll hear

 8 from is Richard Montanez from the

 9 Streets Department.  Testifying first

10 on Bills 230002, 230003 and 220906

11 and 220939.

12         Mr. Montanez, are you ready

13 and good to testify on those?

14         DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MONTANEZ:

15 Yes, Mr. Maynard.  Can you give me

16 the order again?  I'm sorry.  I was

17 trying to put my paperwork in.  Do

18 you want 230130, 230105 --

19         THE CLERK:  So 230002.

20         DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MONTANEZ:

21 30002.

22         THE CLERK:  230003.

23         DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MONTANEZ:

24 Okay.

25         THE CLERK:  220906.
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 1         DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MONTANEZ:

 2 906.

 3         THE CLERK:  220939.

 4         DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MONTANEZ:

 5 939.

 6         THE CLERK:  And 220968.

 7         DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MONTANEZ:

 8 Okay.

 9         THE CLERK:  In the future --

10 I apologize.  I assumed Noelle sent

11 you this bill grid.  We'll make sure

12 you get that.

13         DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MONTANEZ:

14 She did.  I just didn't print it out.

15 It was my fault.

16         THE CLERK:  No worries.  You

17 can begin when you're ready and run

18 through them consecutively.

19         DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MONTANEZ:

20 I will.  Thank you.  Good afternoon,

21 Chairman Thomas and members of the

22 Streets and Services Committee.  My

23 name is Richard Montanez.  I'm the

24 Deputy Commissioner for

25 Transportation for the Department of
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 1 Streets.  I'm here to offer testimony

 2 on Bill No. 230002 introduced by

 3 Councilmember Jones.

 4         This ordinance established a

 5 no truck parking anytime regulation

 6 on both sides of 57th Street between

 7 Lansdowne Avenue and Media Street.

 8 The Department of Streets has no

 9 objection to this bill.  The

10 regulation can be posted within 30

11 days of the passage of this bill.

12 This concludes my testimony, and I am

13 pleased to answer any questions you

14 have.

15         Good afternoon, Chairman

16 Thomas and members of the Streets and

17 Services Committee.  My name is

18 Richard Montanez.  I'm the Deputy

19 Commissioner of Transportation for

20 the Department of Streets.  I'm here

21 to offer testimony on Bill No. 230003

22 introduced by Councilmember Jones.

23         This ordinance established a

24 no truck parking anytime regulation

25 on both sides of North Parkside Ave
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 1 between Wynnefield Ave and Monument

 2 Road.  The Department has no

 3 objection to this bill.  The

 4 regulation can be posted within 30

 5 days of this bill.  This concludes my

 6 testimony.  I am pleased to answer

 7 any questions you have.

 8         Good afternoon, Chairman

 9 Thomas and members of the Streets and

10 Services Committee.  My name is

11 Richard Montanez.  I am the Deputy

12 Commissioner of Transportation for

13 the Department of Streets.  I'm here

14 to offer testimony on Bill No. 220906

15 introduced by Councilmember Jones.

16         This ordinance established a

17 no truck parking anytime regulation

18 on both sides of 67th Street between

19 Callowhill Street and Girard Ave.

20 The Department of Streets has no

21 objection to this bill.  The

22 regulation can be posted within 30

23 days of the passage of this bill.

24 This concludes my testimony.  I am

25 pleased to answer any questions you
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 1 have.

 2         Good afternoon, Chairman

 3 Thomas and members of the Streets and

 4 Services Committee.  My name is

 5 Richard Montanez.  I am the Deputy

 6 Commissioner of Streets -- of

 7 Transportation for the Department of

 8 Streets.  I'm here to offer testimony

 9 on Bill No. 220939 introduced by

10 Councilmember Jones.

11         This ordinance establishes a

12 no truck parking anytime regulation

13 on both sides of 63rd Street between

14 Malvern Ave and Wynnewood Road.  The

15 Department has no objection to this

16 bill.  The regulation can be posted

17 within 30 days of the passage of this

18 bill.  This concludes my testimony.

19 I am pleased to answer any questions

20 you have.

21         Good afternoon, Chairman

22 Thomas and members of the Streets and

23 services Committee.  My name is

24 Richard Montanez.  I am the Deputy

25 Commissioner of Transportation for



Committee on Streets and Services 112 
3/17/2023 

LEXITAS  
215-504-4622

 1 the Department of Streets.  I'm here

 2 to offer testimony on Bill No. 220968

 3 introduced by Councilmember Phillips.

 4         This ordinance amends Section

 5 12-919 of The Philadelphia Code,

 6 entitled "On Street Parking of Boats,

 7 Motor Homes, Truck Campers, Semi-

 8 trailers, Truck Tractors, and Vending

 9 Carts," to provide prohibations --

10 prohibitions, sorry, excuse me, to

11 provide prohibitions on semi-trailers

12 and truck tractors parking in the 9th

13 Councilmanic District.

14         This bill establishes that no

15 person shall park a semi-trailer or

16 truck tractor on any public street in

17 the 9th Councilmanic District that

18 has been determined by regulation of

19 the Department of Streets to be a

20 location with respect to which the

21 safe and effective use of the right-

22 of-way by pedestrians or traffic will

23 be impaired by such parking.  The

24 Department of Streets has no

25 objection to this bill.  This
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 1 concludes my testimony.  I'm pleased

 2 to answer any questions you have.

 3         THE CLERK:  Thank you,

 4 Mr. Montanez, for your testimony.

 5         Mr. Chair, are you connected?

 6         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I am.

 7         THE CLERK:  Do you want to

 8 ask Members if they have questions or

 9 do you have any questions on this

10 group of bills?

11         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thanks,

12 Dave.  Do you want to switch rules?

13         THE CLERK:  No, thank you.

14 Yours comes with many problems.

15         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Are there

16 any questions for members of the

17 Committee for this particular witness

18 on this set of bills?

19             (No response.)

20         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Hearing

21 none, I want to say thank you for

22 your testimony.  It's appreciated.

23         Mr. Maynard, will you please

24 read the next set of bills and call

25 our next panel.
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 1         THE CLERK:  Of course,

 2 Mr. Chair.  The next set of bills

 3 we'll hear from is Bills 230078,

 4 230103 and 230130.

 5         And, Mr. Montanez, you're

 6 still up.  You will be the sole

 7 testifier on this group of bills as

 8 well.

 9         DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MONTANEZ:

10 Was it 130, the last one?  I thought

11 it was 103.  I'm sorry.

12         THE CLERK:  So we have

13 230078.

14         DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MONTANEZ:

15 Yes, and 230130.

16         THE CLERK:  103.

17         DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MONTANEZ:

18 And 103, yes.

19         THE CLERK:  130 also.  It can

20 be confusing.

21         DEPUTY COMMISSIONER MONTANEZ:

22 I know.  Sorry.  It's Friday and

23 Teams hasn't been working that good

24 with me.  Good afternoon, Chairman

25 Thomas and members of Streets and
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 1 Service Committee.  My name is

 2 Richard Montanez.  I am the Deputy

 3 Commissioner of Transportation for

 4 the Department of Streets.

 5         I'm here today to offer

 6 testimony on Bill No. 230078

 7 introduced by Councilmember Gauthier.

 8 This is an ordinance authorizing the

 9 University of Pennsylvania to own and

10 maintain various encroachments at

11 3317 to 3333 Chestnut Street.

12         The encroachments allow for

13 six planters and 11 benches along

14 Chestnut Street.  The Department of

15 Streets has no objection to this bill

16 as the 6-foot passable sidewalk space

17 is to remain after installation.

18 Thank you for the opportunity to

19 appear before you today.  I will be

20 happy to answer any questions you

21 have at this time on this bill.

22         Good afternoon, Chairman

23 Thomas and members of Streets and

24 Services Committee.  My name is

25 Richard Montanez.  I am the Deputy
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 1 Commissioner for Transportation for

 2 the Department of Streets.  I'm here

 3 to offer testimony on Bill No. 230103

 4 introduced by Councilmember Phillips.

 5         This bill authorizes the

 6 Department of Streets in consultation

 7 with the School District of

 8 Philadelphia and City Council to

 9 install traffic calming measures on

10 streets in front of public-private

11 bench charter schools.

12         This bill will allow the

13 Department to install soft rumbles,

14 speed tables and speed cushions in a

15 designated area without first doing a

16 traffic study, which is normally a

17 required procedure.  It is our goal

18 of the Department to reach a

19 Department goal of 0 fatalities on

20 Philadelphia streets by slowing down

21 the speed of cars around schools to

22 protect the safety of children,

23 parents and School District

24 employees.

25         The Department hopes to
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 1 install traffic calming devices

 2 around all the designated areas in

 3 the next several years with monies

 4 received from City Council's budget

 5 as well as the Department's ability

 6 to secure federal dollars for safety.

 7 Thank you, Councilmember Phillips,

 8 for introducing the bill at the

 9 request of Commissioner Williams.

10 This concludes my testimony.  I will

11 be pleased to answer any questions

12 you have at this time.

13         Good afternoon, Chairman

14 Thomas and members of Streets and

15 Services Committee.  My name is

16 Richard Montanez.  I am the Deputy

17 Commissioner of Transportation for

18 the Department of Streets.  I'm here

19 to offer testimony on Bill No. 230130

20 introduced by Councilmember Jones.

21         This ordinance establishes a

22 no truck parking anytime regulation

23 on both sides of 66th Street between

24 Morris Park Road and Sherwood Road.

25 The Department has no objection to
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 1 this bill.  The regulation can be

 2 posted within 30 days of the passage

 3 of this bill.  This concludes my

 4 testimony and I will be happy to

 5 answer any questions you have.

 6         THE CLERK:  Thank you,

 7 Mr. Montanez.

 8         Mr. Chair.

 9         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Yes,

10 thank you for your testimony.

11         Mr. Maynard, will you

12 please -- will you please call the

13 next witness, the next panel on the

14 next set of bills to be testified on.

15         Colleagues on this Committee,

16 are there any questions for any

17 information that you heard thus far?

18             (No response.)

19         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I see no

20 signals in the chat feature.

21         Okay.  Mr. Maynard, next

22 panel.

23         THE CLERK:  Most importantly,

24 Mr. Montanez, you are released and

25 have no further bills to testify on.
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 1         Bill 230009 offered by

 2 Councilmember O'Neill, there are no

 3 folks listed for testimony for this.

 4 If there are Committee questions, EPA

 5 I'm told is available on the call.

 6             (No response.)

 7         THE CLERK:  Not hearing any

 8 questions, I will move on to the

 9 other set of bills.  We have Bills

10 230131, 230153, 230154, 230155.

11 Dionne Bracley from the PPA is the

12 sole testifier offering, I believe, a

13 single testimony on all of those

14 bills.

15         Ms. Bracley, if you're

16 connected.

17         MS. BRACLEY:  Good day,

18 Council.  My name is Dionne Bracley,

19 Deputy Manager at the Philadelphia

20 Parking Authority.  Thank you for

21 allowing me to testify before Council

22 regarding Bill Nos. 230131, 230153,

23 230154 and 230155, establishing

24 parking regulations.

25         The Philadelphia Parking
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 1 Authority has no objection to the

 2 ordinances previously read before

 3 Council and recommends favorable

 4 consideration.  Thank you again for

 5 your time.  I will be happy to

 6 respond to questions at this time.

 7         THE CLERK:  Mr. Chair, that

 8 concludes testimony on this group of

 9 bills.

10         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Yes.

11 Thank you for your testimony.

12         Mr. Maynard, are there any

13 other witnesses -- I'm sorry.  Are

14 there any questions from members of

15 this Committee for this witness on

16 these bills?

17             (No response.)

18         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Hearing

19 none, thank you for your testimony.

20         Mr. Maynard, will you please

21 call the next set of bills and the

22 next panel.

23         THE CLERK:  Excitedly the

24 only other bill listed for the

25 Committee today is Bill 220974.  That
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 1 bill is being held at the sponsor's

 2 request and that concludes the bills

 3 to be heard today by the Committee.

 4         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Okay.

 5 Thank you, Mr. Maynard.

 6         Are there any questions or

 7 comments from members of the

 8 Committee about anything that was

 9 discussed today?

10             (No response.)

11         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  There

12 being no further questions --

13         COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Yes.  I

14 just want to say just for the

15 record --

16         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Chair

17 recognizes Councilman Johnson.

18         COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  -- for

19 the passage of the bills that I

20 introduced as related to Hilco

21 Redevelopment Properties, we'll

22 continue to engage with Hilco

23 particularly around three specific

24 areas.  And those areas are as

25 follows:  Environmental remediation,
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 1 community engagement and diversity

 2 and inclusion around workforce

 3 development.

 4         And so, we have been in

 5 contact with them around these

 6 particular issues, have been engaging

 7 with them around these particular

 8 issues and will continue, so moving

 9 forward as we embark upon doing this

10 particular project.

11         Thank you very much,

12 Mr. Chairman.

13         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank

14 you, Councilmember Johnson, for the

15 clarity.  I think that that

16 information was really important.  We

17 heard a lot of testimony from

18 different constituents across the

19 City of Philadelphia.  And knowing

20 that these are things that are in the

21 works help us as members of this

22 Committee, so thank you,

23 Councilmember Johnson.

24         Are there any other comments

25 from members of the Committee as it
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 1 relates to anything that was

 2 discussed today?

 3             (No response.)

 4         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  There

 5 being no further questions from

 6 members of the Committee and no other

 7 witnesses to testify, assuming there

 8 are no other witnesses to testify?

 9             (No response.)

10         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Okay.

11 Hearing none, I will ask that if

12 there is anyone else present in the

13 hearing whose name we have failed to

14 call and that wishes to offer

15 testimony on any of the bills

16 presented today?  Last call.

17             (No response.)

18         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Hearing

19 none, I want to thank all of the

20 panels and witnesses for their

21 participation today.  We value your

22 opinions.

23         I now invite all panels and

24 witnesses to please disconnect from

25 the meeting before we go into our
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 1 public meeting.  We will now pause

 2 the proceedings briefly as multiple

 3 participants leave the hearing.

 4         This concludes the public

 5 hearing of the Committee.  We will

 6 now go into the public meeting to

 7 consider the action to be taken on

 8 the bills before this Committee

 9 today.

10         Mr. Maynard, will you please

11 call the roll.  We'll take

12 attendance.  Members that are in

13 attendance, will you please indicate

14 that you are present when your name

15 is called.  Also, please say a few

16 brief words when responding so your

17 image will be displayed on the

18 screen.

19         Mr. Maynard.

20         THE CLERK:  Vice-Chair

21 Squilla.

22             (No response.)

23           THE CLERK:  Vice-Chair

24 Squilla.

25             (No response.)
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 1         THE CLERK:  Councilmember

 2 Bass.

 3         COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good

 4 afternoon.  I am present.

 5         THE CLERK:  Good to hear you,

 6 Councilmember Bass.

 7         Councilmember Brooks.

 8             (No response.)

 9         THE CLERK:  Councilmember

10 Johnson.

11         COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Present.

12         THE CLERK:  Thank you,

13 Councilmember.

14         Councilmember Gilmore

15 Richardson.

16             (No response.)

17         THE CLERK:  Councilmember

18 Gilmore Richardson.

19             (No response.)

20         THE CLERK:  Mr. Chair, at the

21 present moment we do not have a

22 quorum and we need Councilmember

23 Squilla in particular --

24         COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  I am

25 here.  I apologize.  I couldn't talk
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 1 for some reason on my phone, I had it

 2 on my phone.  So I had to get off and

 3 come on the computer.

 4         THE CLERK:  We appreciate

 5 you, Councilmember.  That is both a

 6 quorum and also a person to deal with

 7 the script issues.

 8         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:

 9 Mr. Clerk, I'm present as well.

10         THE CLERK:  I apologize.

11 It's not my day.

12         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank

13 you.  A quorum of the Committee is

14 here.

15         The Chair recognizes

16 Councilmember Squilla for a single

17 motion to approve the amendments to

18 the bills that are being considered

19 today.

20         COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

21 you, Mr. Chairman.

22         I offer amendments to Bill

23 Nos. 220944, 220945, 220948, and

24 220950.  A copy of the amendments has

25 been circulated to all members of the
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 1 Committee.  I move that these

 2 amendments be approved.

 3         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Can I get

 4 a second?

 5         COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Second.

 6         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  It's been

 7 moved and properly seconded that the

 8 amendments to the bills just read by

 9 Councilman Squilla be approved.

10         All those in favor will

11 signify by saying aye.

12             (Aye.)

13         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Those

14 opposed?

15             (No response.)

16         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  The ayes

17 have it.  The motion carries and

18 these amendments have been approved.

19         The Chair recognizes

20 Councilmember Squilla for a single

21 motion on the bills that are being

22 considered today.

23         COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

24 you, Mr. Chair.

25         I move that Bill Nos. 220906,
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 1 220939, 220943, 220944, 220945,

 2 220946, 220947, 220948, 220949,

 3 220950, 220968, 220970, 220971,

 4 230002, 230003, 230009, 230033,

 5 230035, 230078, 230103, 230128,

 6 230130, 230131, 230153, 230154,

 7 230155, and 2309 -- 220974, including

 8 any amendments that have been

 9 approved be reported from this

10 Committee with a favorable

11 recommendation and further move that

12 the rules of Council be suspended to

13 permit the first reading of these

14 bills at the next session of Council.

15         COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Second.

16         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  It's been

17 moved and properly seconded that the

18 bills just read by Councilmember

19 Squilla, including any amendments

20 that have been approved today be

21 reported from this Committee with a

22 favorable recommendation and further

23 move that the rules of Council be

24 suspended to permit the first reading

25 of these bills at the next session of
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 1 Council.

 2         All those in favor will

 3 signify by saying aye.

 4             (Aye.)

 5         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Those

 6 opposed?

 7             (No response.)

 8         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  The ayes

 9 have it.  Please be advised that Bill

10 No. 220974 was held by the spon --

11 was held at the request of the

12 sponsor and will not be heard or

13 moved during this meeting.

14         This concludes the business

15 before the Committee on Streets and

16 Services today.  I want to say thank

17 you to everybody for taking the time

18 to be here on a Friday.  Happy

19 St. Patrick's Day.  Enjoy this

20 beautiful weather and I appreciate

21 your patience.

22         We had to move this hearing a

23 couple of times.  And I just want to

24 take a moment to just also offer our

25 condolences to the fallen Temple
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 1 Officer who we're reminded of today

 2 because the original date of this

 3 bill was the date of his funeral and

 4 we had to move it to today because of

 5 his service and his sacrifice, us

 6 wanting to show our appreciation to

 7 him and the work that's being done to

 8 protect those in the City of

 9 Philadelphia.

10         So thank you colleagues.

11 Thank you everybody.  It's greatly

12 appreciated and please have a good,

13 safe weekend.

14         COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank

15 you, Mr. Chair.  Great job.  Thank

16 you.

17         COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Good

18 job.  You and your team, good job.

19 Dave, good job.

20         COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank

21 you.  Have a good day.

22         COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank

23 you.

24         (Committee on Streets and

25 Services concluded at 2:57 p.m.)
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