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COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Good
afternoon. The City Council Committee on
the Environment is now In a public
hearing to hear testimony on Resolution
No. 170095.

I want to thank everyone who
has stepped away from your work, your
desk, and your demanding lives to join us
today and to put back up on the radar
screen an i1ssue we all care deeply about.

The Councilmembers of this
Committee who are able to join us -- and
a couple more will soon join us -- are,
to my immediate left, Councilman Al
Taubenberger and to my immediate right,
Jannie Blackwell. We thank you very,
very much.

I will now ask the Clerk to
read the title of Resolution No. 170095.

And i1s Hadji1 Maloumian still
here? He stepped away. Okay. Very
well.

So we"ll ask you please to read

the title of the resolution, Steven.
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THE CLERK: Resolution No.
170095, a resolution authorizing City
Council®s Committee on the Environment to
hold public hearings to investigate the
current and future state of
Philadelphia®s environment.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Terrific.

And you all should know that
this 1s Steven"s inaugural day to read
the resolution. Let"s give him a hand.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Very good,
Steven.

So we"re going to -- we have a
richly diverse list of citizens who care
deeply about what we"re doing and not
doing with regards to our environment,
and of course because we care about this
Issue, we could talk ad nauseam for
several days about this issue. Time will
not permit us to do that. So I will call
you up by panel, one panel at a time, and
ask you to state your name for the

record. After the panel has offered
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their testimony, my colleagues will pose
various questions, and 1 am going to —- 1
have this friendly little gadget here
called a clock. Everyone will get equal
time, three minutes. So 1f you have far
more valuable information to share with
us, you have the editorial privilege to
hold 1t to three minutes. |If not, then
111 have to take the editorial clock and
stop. So please try to honor the
parameters so that we can give everyone
an opportunity to have their say.

And with that, 1 am going to
call up the first panel: Christine
Knapp, who is Director of the Mayor®s
Office of Sustainability, and Emily
Schapira, Vice President and Executive of
the Philadelphia Energy Authority. |Is
she able to join us?

(No response.)

(Witness approached witness
table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Good

afternoon.
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MS. KNAPP: Good afternoon.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: So allow
me to put a few remarks on the record,
because 1 care deeply about this i1ssue as
well and 1 want to seize the moment to do
the same.

I first need to always offer a
special thanks to the Administration in
particular for the partnership you all
share with our office when 1t comes to
Issues where we are serious about
protecting and furthering a healthy
environment for our citizens.

Now, more than ever -- I"11
repeat that -- now, more than ever, we
must continue to work together to protect
and develop stronger initiatives that
indeed will contribute to a healthier,
safer, and more sustainable environment.

The EPA reports that the United
States accounts for 5 percent of the
world®s population. That"s not an
alternative fact. And 22 percent of the

world®s carbon emissions contribute to
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the greenhouse effect.

Further, the EPA reports that
every year America creates 258 million
tons of trash, and 169 million tons end
up in landfills and iIncinerators, which
of course contribute to climate change.

Climate change and other
environmental concerns are inherently
linked to public health, to food and
water security.

In 2014, 21.7 percent of
Philadelphians were found to have what we
know 1s food insecure. Therefore, taking
a proactive approach and understanding
the effects of climate change and other
environmental issues are important if we
are serious about eradicating extreme
poverty, reducing inequality, and
securing an equitable, sustainable
economic development.

With extreme proposed federal
spending cuts to the EPA, global climate
change i1nitiatives and other

environmental initiatives, the
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environmental community, which includes
many of us, and Philadelphians must
protect and -- protect the right to clean
air, pure water, and the preservation of
natural, beautiful, historic, aesthetic
values of the world where we live.

In the words of the late
President John F. Kennedy, who said it
best and said i1t even then that many
years ago, | look forward to an America
that will not be afraid of grace and
beauty, which will protect the beauty of
our natural environment and which will
preserve the great old American houses
and squares and parks of our national
path and further build handsome and
balanced cities for our future.

And with that, we"ll move now
to public testimony. And thank you
again, Christine Knapp.

Please be advised that our
colleague Councilwoman Cherelle Parker
has also joined us to hear this

testimony.
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Proceed.

MS. KNAPP: Good afternoon.

I*"m Christine Knapp. [I"m the Director of
the Office of Sustainability. Thank you
for the opportunity to provide testimony
and thank you, Councilwoman Reynolds
Brown. It goes back to you as well for
continuing to lead the charge on these
iIssues and holding hearings.

I want to recognize that some
of the staff from the Office of
Sustainability are here as well, and 1
may call them up 1T we have deep
dialogue, as well as staff from the
Health Department Air Management Services
which are also here, and they can also
contribute to the dialogue if there are
questions for them.

The Office of Sustainability is
in charge of implementation of
Greenworks, the City"s sustainability
plan. You have a copy in front of you of
our latest report that came out iIn

November of 2016. We spent months
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getting valuable feedback from community
members and issue experts about the
previous Greenworks plan, what they
liked, what they thought we could improve
upon, and new issues that they"d like to
see us tackle.

This new plan makes a goal to
make Philadelphia a sustainable city for
all through eight new visions. | won"t
read them all directly, but they focus on
safe food and drinking water; healthy air
inside and out; clean energy; climate
change; parks, trees, stormwater
management, and healthy waterways; safe,
affordable, and low-carbon
transportation; waste less and having
cleaner neighborhoods; and opportunity
for sustainability education, employment,
and business opportunities.

We heard some themes from the
community when we were doing the update,
and we"ve reflected some of those
comments In the new plan. First and

foremost, you may notice that the new
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report is more streamlined than previous.
We"ve taken an effort to make i1t more
relatable to a broader audience to engage
more people iIn this important work.

We also were focusing on the
outcome of the work, not just the metric.
So the good example 1s on trees. We can
plant a lot of trees, but i1f they"re all
going into Fairmount Park, we"re maybe
not having the impact we want to have.

We need to get trees into areas where
they don"t have them. So just hitting a
number isn®"t as important as what the
impact is that we"re trying to achieve.

We heard from folks that they
wanted to know how they could help, that
we hadn®"t previously really given them a
role 1n helping us become a more
sustainable city. So we launched
Greenworks on the Ground guides that will
allow individuals, communities or
institutions to take an impact in their
daily lives to help contribute to our

visions.
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And this spring we"re going to
be launching the Greenworks Equity Index.
This 1s an approach that allows us to
1dentify communities that maybe haven®t
received the benefits of our work and
focus our iInterventions iInto that
community to address equity 1iIn
sustainability.

1"d like to focus the remaining
part of my testimony on a few areas that
our office has prioritized. The top of
that list would be climate change. As
outlined in Growing Stronger: Toward a
Climate-Ready Philadelphia, our first
city climate adaptation plan, our
projections show that Philadelphia will
experience hotter and wetter weather in
the coming decades. So we must continue
to do what we can to reduce carbon
emissions, and the Mayor is committed to
reducing carbon emissions by 80 percent
by 2050. That"s a goal that"s iIn line
with the Paris Climate Agreement that

internationally has been set as a way to
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keep carbon -- as a way to keep
temperatures from iIncreasing.

But we also know that even if
we do everything we can do to reduce our
carbon emissions, we"re still going to
experience the i1mpact of climate change.
We"re already starting to feel those
impacts right now. So to that end, we
also have to make our city more resilient
in the short term, and we"ll continue to
work with departments to implement
actions that help to make us more
resilient.

So as | noted, the Equity Index
Is something that we"re kicking off this
spring. The first focus is that we"re
going to be addressing the disparity in
heat 1n Philadelphia®s neighborhoods. If
you have the report in front of you and
want to flip to Page 19, you"ll see a
map, a heat map, of Philadelphia, and it
shows you hot neighborhoods that are in
red and the cooler neighborhoods that are

in blue. The difference between those
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neighborhoods can be as much as 22
degrees, and that i1s something 1 think
that we found astounding.

Most of those red
neighborhoods, those hottest
neighborhoods, are majority African
American or Latino neighborhoods. So we
want to focus on the disparities that
again have helped to create this
situation where we have neighborhoods
that have such varying degrees of heat
and then help to identify with the
community the types of interventions that
they would like to see to help address
heat and to keep them safe and healthy
during heat waves, which we"re expecting
to see more of.

Another major focus for us 1i1s
on energy. Producing and using energy 1s
one of the largest contributors to
climate change. So that"s why we
prioritize that work. Our Energy Office
within the Office of Sustainability has

been working on a Citywide Energy Vision
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and Municipal Energy Master Plan that
will 1nclude strategies for energy
procurement, management, financing,
resiliency, and sustainability. When we
complete that later this summer, 1t will
serve as our business plan for the City"s
energy work and will help inform our
climate mitigation and adaptation work as
well.

In the meantime, we also
continue to implement energy efficiency
projects In City facilities. That helps
us save energy and reduce costs. The
retrofit of City Hall and the other three
surrounding buildings 1Is now saving the
City $1.4 million a year in energy costs
and has set us up for a model that we can
replicate 1n other buildings.

For example, we now had an open
request for qualifications to do an
energy project at the Philadelphia Museum
of Art, which i1s the single largest
energy user In the City"s facilities.

And after we move that one -- that
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project ahead, we"ll also begin looking
at doing a similar project for the
prisons and other public safety service
buildings as well.

We also run an Energy
Efficiency and Sustainability Fund from
our capital funds 1In which we support
other departments that want to Invest in
sustainability projects, such as swapping
out for LED lighting or adding building
control systems. And we continue to
encourage conservation in the private
sector. Thanks to Councilwoman®s bill
requiring benchmarking, we have over
2,500 buildings that annually disclose to
us theilr energy and water consumption and
are able to see how their consumption
compares to other buildings. This past
year we expanded that to multi-family
buildings. So we have a new challenge
and now communicating and working with
that sector to get them to take action
and to reduce their energy consumption as

well.
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And In addition to reducing
energy use, we continue to look for ways
to use cleaner energy. Philadelphia
recently was designated as a Solsmart
Bronze city by the U.S. Department of
Energy. It"s a recognition of cities
that have taken steps to reduce solar
costs and barriers. Along with the
designation, we were awarded a Solsmart
advisor, a person who will be spending
time In our office as well as with the
Delaware Valley Regional Planning
Commission to i1dentify what else we can
do to help us achieve Solsmart Gold
designation so we continue to iImprove and
make solar easier to have 1t happen 1in
the City.

And we"re also looking for ways
to develop our own renewable energy
projects. We issued a request for
information with the Philadelphia Energy
Authority, and 1t looks like we will be
able to move ahead with an off-site

renewable power purchase agreement
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project sometime In the future.

Lastly, I just wanted to
mention a few other things I won"t have
time to go into, but 1 know may be of
interest. For example, we manage the
City"s Food Policy Advisory Council,
which I know had some really interesting
hearings with this body earlier in the
year, and we"re working with that group
on an urban agriculture plan and a shared
food metrics plan.

We"re also working with the
Procurement Department on a sustainable
procurement policy, which 1 know we®"ve
talked about in the past, Councilwoman.
So we hope to have more to show you iIn
that regard in the coming months.

We"re also working with the
Health Department and Air Management
Services, as well as Airport and Fleet
and others to apply to the VW settlement
funding that will become available to the
City for air quality improvement

projects. And we"re working with that
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same group of folks to come up with a
green fleet program so that we can
proactively address the City"s own fleet
and how that contributes to our
environmental goals.

So I"Il leave it at that, and
I*m happy to answer any questions that
you may have at this time.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Questions
by members of the Committee?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: 1 am
struck by your map on Page 19, which I™m
sure will be very, very informative and
instructive for District Councilmembers
to see where their districts stand with
regards to surface temperatures. It"s
very, very striking. Again, it sort of
speaks to lack of equity, 1T you will,
across iIssues.

MS. KNAPP: Absolutely. And
we"d be happy to share the data with any
Councilmember that would like to see

their district.
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COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Please,
Councilwoman. Councilwoman Cherelle
Parker.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:
Councilwoman Reynolds Brown, 1 just
wanted to say, one, just thank you for
your leadership on this issue. Long
before | became a member of this body,
you in Philadelphia have been advocating
for energy efficiency, sustainability,
and we watched your leadership from afar.
This 1s a continuation of that. So thank
you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You"re
welcome.

COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:

Christine, thank you for just
acknowledging the disparities associated
with where trees are planted. So I"m a
tree lover. 1 love tree huggers, and I
want more trees, not just in the City but
particularly in the Ninth Councilmanic
District. And one of the things we often

note when we talk about the quality of
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life in urban regions versus suburban
regions, number one, it"s the greenery.
And 1t does something to the quality of
life and how you feel.

And so tell us just a little
bit more, if you can, about that. One,
you"ve identified that i1t"s not just the
data in terms of numbers, but that
strategically we get these trees placed
In areas now that lack them. Tell us
about what you®re doing there.

MS. KNAPP: Sure. 1 have to
acknowledge that the main responsibility
of that, of course, goes to Parks and
Recreation, who have, to their credit,
already been looking at data and doing
that mapping and understanding where the
tree canopy is and isn"t in Philadelphia
and trying to prioritize plantings in
neighborhoods that have lower tree
canopies. So they®"ve sort of led this
work for us already.

I think what, again, the way I

brought i1t up was that previously
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Greenworks set ambitious tree planting
goals, 300,000 trees. If you want to
meet that goal, you®"re going to do the
easiest trees you can get in the ground,
which may just be putting them in
existing parks or i1n places where there"s
already a lot of trees. It"s much harder
to get those trees planted in
neighborhoods on the street. There"s
utility conflicts. There"s homeowner
approvals. There"s a whole bunch of
other barriers. So 1t"s harder work, but
I think more valuable work from the
outcome.

So we want to work with Parks
and Rec, and we have a plan to have a
summit with all of the partners iIn the
City, both City actors and non-profits,
to kind of come together and talk about
everybody who touches trees, plants
trees, cares for trees, and come up with
a strategy for where we want to go with
tree planting iIn the coming years. So |

hope that we"ll have a good strategy that
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addresses equity after that.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: How soon
do you expect to convene all those
stakeholders?

MS. KNAPP: How often?

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: How soon
do you expect to convene them?

MS. KNAPP: 1 believe the fTirst
meeting Is In May. May, yeah.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Okay. And
so the first meeting i1s in May. If you
had to project forward, when could you
see actually executing whatever those
thought leaders pull together? A year
from May or —-

MS. KNAPP: 1 think it depends
on what the strategies are that are
identified. Some things | think can
be -- some things that are easier can be
implemented right away. There®s usually
two times of the year when trees go iIn
the ground. The fall would be the next
coming one. So there might be some

things that could happen in the fall.
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Other things might be longer-term
strategies that would have to take a year
or longer to put into the ground, but I™m
sure we"d be happy to report back on what
the strategies are that have been
identified so we can kind of give you a
sense of the timeline.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Very good.
One of the criticisms, rightly or
wrongly, of this community is or has been
the -- 1t"s not an unwillingness but an
awareness that 1t"s important to reach
deep and meet citizens who don"t have a
clue about environmental sustainability
because they"re worried about putting
food on their table, but reaching to them
and helping them educate and understand
the iImportance of just putting out your
blue bucket and participating in
recycling that way.

So to hear that you"re going to
reach deep and bring thought leaders to
the table along with other CBOs who may

or may not have an interest but once at
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the table feel welcome Is progress.

MS. KNAPP: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: So thank
you.

MS. KNAPP: And I should extend
the offer that as we -- we don"t know
which one of those hot neighborhoods
we"re going to focus in on for this
spring with that heat project, but once
we have i1dentified that neighborhood, we
will certainly let Council know in
whoever®s district i1t 1s. We would
invite you to be a part of that.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Terrific.
Well, thank you very, very much.

Councilwoman Helen Gym has
joined us. Good afternoon.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Good
afternoon.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Okay.
Councilman Taubenberger.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: Yes.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Comment?

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:
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Comment.

I thank you for your leadership
In bringing this forward and having an
active discussion, and 1 join with
Councilmember Parker in really my love of
trees, but 1 also have a degree in
agronomy, which 1 don®"t think anyone else
in City Council has. So I"m very excited
about this.

I was going to ask you -- and
hopefully because 1*m also new around
here. 1"m still a freshman. Have you
had any success in any area where i1t was
formerly red and now it 1s less of a
color because of the planting of trees?
Because trees do so much for the
community. They actually iIncrease the
value of homes. They lower the
temperature of the area because they
absorb that sunlight. They also make --
because of that, 1t"s cooler. But they
also do something a lot of people don"t
realize. They also absorb noise.

Streets with trees are quieter.
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But my point is, my question to

you is, 1s there any -- my question to
you, If you can answer -- I don"t mean to
put you on the spot -- iIs there any area

that you could at this point call
somewhat successful because of the amount
of trees with tree tenders that have been
planted on a street, not In a park?

MS. KNAPP: Sure. 1 would like
to get back to you with a more technical
answer to find out it we actually have
sort of numbers over time where we could
show that to you. 1 don"t have that on
me now. But from an anecdotal
perspective, 1 live i1In South
Philadelphia, which 1 think has a
historic resistance to trees In certain
parts of South Philly, and through my
civic association -- I1"ve been on the
Board of the civic for about ten years --
every year we"ve planted about 100 trees.
So even with a little bit of die-off,
we"ve planted over 1,000 trees, and 1 can

tell you just from living there, again,
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anecdotally, 1t has made a huge
difference in the quality of life.

So just from my own personal
experience, | can see how targeting 1In
one neighborhood that was hotter, had
less of that sort of noise absorption,
how that change has happened over time in
my community. So | have to assume that
there are other communities where that is
as well, but I will look into more data
back to answer to that.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:
Because that could go a long way iIn
proving to people here®"s the real
evidence. | mean, what 1 just said I
learned at Wharton class in 1973 or 4.
The point of 1t 1s, more people know
that -- 1t"s true, 1"m old. The more
people that know that, the better we can
get momentum going, because i1t Is a bit
of a sale. We have to get people
convinced that this i1s the right thing to
do.

MS. KNAPP: And there have been
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some good studies that have come out of
the University of Pennsylvania that have
shown the proximity between a tree and
homes iIncreased property values. We do
have some of that data. The U.S. Forest
Service did a study a couple of years ago
about green infrastructure broadly, which
would include other things besides trees,
but would include rain gardens and the
likes that showed about a 25 percent
decrease in crime In around --

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:

That"s an iInteresting point.

MS. KNAPP: -- areas of green
infrastructure. So there are studies
that show the value. How we communicate
that to folks to make them excited about
trees and want more of them and to help
take care of them i1s a bigger challenge,
but there®s plenty of data out there to
show the value.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: And
one last comment on this. If there"s

someone that you know that is the hard
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sell, doesn"t believe that trees make a
difference, you let them speak to me. |
will take care of that.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You might
want to speak to the new EPA federal
officer.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: We™llI
talk to them too. We"re going to talk to
everybody, but, Councilwoman, thank you
very much.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You"re
welcome, Councilman.

Councilwoman Gym.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Thank you,
Madam Chair.

I just had one question. |
know that last spring there were some
concerns from a number of schools that
had playground restructuring or
playground construction plans kind of iIn
the pipeline and that 1t had gotten sort
of -- there wasn®"t clarity about whether
the playground construction plans were

able to move forward, and this was mostly
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through the Water Department, 1 think,
through the stormwater management
program.

So can you just update me on
the status of that? Because 1 think that
some of the playgrounds that we®"ve seen
which have been going on, including
Kelly, Arthur for sure, Lea Elementary,
have been quite transformative in terms
of both the environment, the physical
beauty of the area, and it enhances
children®s outdoor play and really has
been an extraordinary partnership between
the federal government, the City, and the
School District and parents and community
members who have been real advocates for
it.

MS. KNAPP: Absolutely. We
have great examples all over the City
now, and I think 1t"s one of those
programs where once a successful model is
there, every other school nearby wants
1It. And so the interest has been

spreading.
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I will follow up with the Water
Department to make sure that what 1 say
IS accurate for you, but from my
understanding, the main issue with
getting green schoolyard projects
complete i1s that the Water Department”s
funding for green iInfrastructure can only
be spent on green infrastructure. It
can"t be spent on like, say, play
equipment or fencing or things that
aren"t directly related to the management
of water. So they always need to partner
up with some other entity to bring funds
for those other parts of the project. So
the Trust for Public Land has been a
partner that"s been able to leverage
private funding to get some of those
projects done. 1In some cases, the School
District themselves includes i1t In their
capital program and they"re able to bring
that funding.

So I think the project is
really only limited by that sort of
matching fund to help make the projects
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more complete, and that"s why there®s
just not the ability to do every school
all at once. That sort has to follow
where the money is, and if that"s the
School District"s capital, then of course
there®s limitations. |If that"s privately
fundraising, then there®s limitations as
well in terms of how much we can rely on.

I could get you a status about
any particular schools that you“re
interested i1In or sort of what the
pipeline looks like from the Water
Department. So | can be happy to report
back to you on that.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: And are you
aware like the schoolyard project
constructions, has that stalled out? Are
they not accepting any new projects
currently?

MS. KNAPP: I believe projects
are still advancing, yeah.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Okay.
Because 1 think one of the concerns was

was that 1t was holding out, but clearly
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I think like the City end of i1t was to do
the ground cover and to handle the
runoff. And so 1t certainly fit within
the guidelines of 1t, and I"m fully aware
that additional money was raised to
handle the play equipment. 1 think that
was clear, that people were not expecting
the school or the stormwater management
funds, the federal funding to go towards
play equipment. But 1 think that what I
was concerned about and wanted to make
sure that we have some clarity on iIs that
there 1s stormwater management funds that
will go into play yard construction
projects currently as long as they deal
with resurfacing additional green areas,
gardens, that kind of thing.

MS. KNAPP: My understanding is
that the Water Department still has
funding available for those types of
projects, those specific things on
projects. But, again, | can ask them to
get you a list of -- I know from my time

having worked there, there®s always the
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list of projects that are currently
happening, those that are in design,
those that are in planning, those that
are in pre-planning that are just iIn
conversation. So there is usually a
pipeline. So 1°d be happy to try to get
that list of the pipeline projects for
you.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Sure. Thank
you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Thank you
very, very much. Thank you, Christine
Knapp, for your testimony.

MS. KNAPP: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Please,
Panel No. 2, Adam Garber, Deputy Director
of PennEnvironment, welcome; Matt Stepp,
Director of Policy at PennFuture; Sue
Edwards of the Sierra Club; Pratima
Agrawal -- and please correct me when you
get to the table -- Sierra Club®s Ready
for 100; and Frank Ortiz with the
Philadelphia Climate Works, Sierra Club.

And 1 offer a friendly reminder
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to please honor my three-minute rule.
Thank you kindly.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

MR. GARBER: 1 don"t see Matt
Stepp here, for the record.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Okay.
Thank you for that.

Terrific. So welcome, and
state your full name and then proceed
with your testimony.

MR. GARBER: Thank you, and
thank you, Chairwoman Reynolds Brown, for
holding today®"s hearing. My name i1s Adam
Garber. 1°"m the Deputy Director for
PennEnvironment. So we"re a statewide
citizen-based environmental advocacy
group with 10,000 supporters in
Philadelphia, and 1 live down in South
Philadelphia.

I think at the federal level,
we are seeing significant efforts to
undermine some of the cornerstone

environmental protections we face -
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cleaner cars that slash pollution making
it easier for Philadelphians to breathe;
protections for the waterways that feed
the Delaware, Schuylkill Rivers, and the
Wissahickon; the funding for our parks
that have actually funded places like
Valley Forge and Fairmount Park; and
limits on power plant pollution that"s
fueling devastating storms from climate
change.

All of these protections 1In
just the first two months of President
Trump®s administration have been rolled
back or i1n the process of being rolled
back. And so when you look at what we
need to do here in Philadelphia, the
question is simply how do we step up and
how do we do more to protect our
environment?

The reality i1s that the climate
change that i1s fueling sea level rise,
the asthma-inducing smog that our
children breathe 1In will not stop because

of the change i1n the political climate.
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You"re going to hear a lot of different
pieces of how we can do it, and 1 wanted
to specifically focus on something
Christine just talked about a little bit
more, which i1s clean energy.

The City has already begun
efforts, as Christine talked about, to
improve energy efficiency in our schools
and businesses and homes. The School
District announced a major plan the other
day to save $600 million through energy
efficiency upgrade, and along with those
upgrades means less smog, so we all can
breathe easier. It means less climate
pollution.

Philadelphia can go further and
really show the entire nation how we can
lead on moving towards clean energy. We
need to make i1t easier for homeowners to
go solar by requiring solar access to be
built on new homes and when homes are
retrofitted and ensure new buildings are
solar-ready on day one. 1t can often be

hard for a homeowner to actually install
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solar on their homes due to existing
restrictions or limitations by neighbors,
and the more we can do to encourage
buildings on day one to be ready for
solar, the better.

The Delaware Valley Regional
Planning Commission offers model
ordinances to this so that everyone can
access the solar shining down on their
roofs. We can go a step further so that
new homes and buildings actually are
required to have solar on their roofs on
day one. So some communities around the
country are taking this step to make sure
that 1f you"re going to build a new
building or you"re going to put in a new
residential home, which we have less of
of course 1n Philadelphia, but you
actually have to put solar on the roof so
that you"re generating your own energy,
and we could look at those sort of
solutions here in the City.

(Applause.)

MR. GARBER: And we can take
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more steps that will make 1t so that
every home in the City 1s powered by
solar.

The good news 1s, we"ve taken a
lot of great steps over the last few
years to move forward on clean energy and
on other environmental issues.
Councilwoman Gym has led on getting lead
out of our schools® drinking water
supplies, and those actions are critical.
We"re talking about policy solutions, but
I want to talk about how you can also use
your voice for a moment.

We need you as our elected
officials to amplify and articulate what
IS going to be at risk under the attacks
from the Trump administration every
single day of the week.

The cornerstone protections
that have cleaned up the Delaware River
and cut asthma-inducing smog are the ones
that we"re going to see disappear.

I moved to Philadelphia about

ten years ago, and 1 made 1t a home. So
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like many Philadelphians, 1 picnic at FDR
Park. 1 go walking along the banks of
the Schuylkill, and I drink the water
that flows from the Delaware. We cherish
our parks, we value our waterways, and we
need clean air.

So when President Trump®s EPA
undermines Clean Air Act protections that
allow us to all breathe a little easier,
we need each of you to go outside of the
EPA Region 3 headquarters and speak up
and talk for all Philadelphians about how
we can protect our air here in
Philadelphia and what i1t means for your
constituents.

When the Clean Water Act
protections that ensure we have clean
drinking water are being rolled back, as
they are now, we need you on the banks of
the Schuylkill talking about what it
means for our drinking water supply, for
the kayaking and canoeing people do on
the waterways. And when the parks

funding at the national level i1s cut and
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that parks funding helped fund parts of
Fairmount Park, we need you to articulate
a national vision nationally about how
iIt"s benefited us here in Philadelphia so
that people understand what"s really at
risk.

So there are policy solutions
facing City Council, and 1 know that you
guys will continue to lead on those
solutions as y“all have been doing, but I
also urge you to use your voices as our
elected officials and push back and
articulate what these rollbacks mean for
our environment and our health here as
Philadelphians.

Thank you very much for the

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You"re
very welcome.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: We will
hear everyone®s testimony, then open it
up to questions.

Proceed.
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MS. EDWARDS: Thanks so much
for the opportunity to speak today. My
name is Sue Edwards and I"m a volunteer
with the Sierra Club 1In Southeastern
Pennsylvania. [1"m going to read the
testimony from Tom Schultz, a Senior
Campaign Representative with the Beyond
Coal Campaign of the Sierra Club.

Last summer eight members of
this Council joined 11 other regional
local elected officials, three
Pennsylvania Congressmen, and the entire
congressional delegation of Connecticut
in calling on the EPA to reduce
smog-causing pollution from the
coal-fired Brunner Island power plant in
York County. We greatly appreciate the
concern expressed by members of this
Council on this issue.

Brunner Island is one of the
largest sources of smog-causing nitrogen
oxide, or NOx, pollution in the
Northeastern United States. It emits

more NOx than industrial sources In nine
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Southeastern Pennsylvania counties
combined and has been shown to
significantly contribute to violations of
federal smog limits in the Philadelphia
region, causing unacceptable health risks
to people with asthma and other
respiratory conditions.

In January 2017, new state
limits on NOx pollution from industrial
sources took effect, which for the first
time require all coal-fired power plants
with NOx controls to run them, thus
reducing their emissions up to 75
percent. Brunner Island 1s the only
remaining coal-fired power plant in
Pennsylvania that does not have any
pollution controls for NOx. Despite our
best efforts, the new state regulation
will not require Brunner Island to
install these life-saving pollution
controls, and the plant will be allowed
to continue polluting at current rates.
This 1s the "Brunner Island Loophole™

that we formally petitioned the EPA to
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close, a call that you supported in your
letter last summer.

The states of Connecticut and
Delaware also filed separate petitions to
the EPA stating that Brunner Island was
making 1t difficult for them to comply
with the smog limits of the Clean Air Act
and asking EPA to reduce NOx pollution
from the plant since Pennsylvania had
failed to do so.

Throughout 2016, we repeatedly
called on the EPA to act on these
petitions and to hold this plant to the
same NOx emission standards as all
similar plants in the state.
Unfortunately, the EPA has not yet acted
and the prospects are admittedly worse
now, but we continue to fight.

Earlier this month, the State
of Connecticut issued a notice of intent
to sue the EPA over i1ts failure to
address i1ts ""Good Neighbor'™ petition by
the required deadline, and Sierra Club

intends to support that suit.
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Meanwhile, Brunner Island has
added the capability to burn natural gas
in addition to coal at two of i1ts
generating units and 1s near completion
of the same conversion on the third unit.
When burning gas, the plant®s NOx
pollution will be reduced to at least --
levels at least at or below limits on
coal plants with NOx controls. This
means the plant could be held to much
lower NOx pollution limits without any
additional capital expense. However, If
the plant 1s not legally required to meet
these lower emission limits, it would
still be permitted to burn coal even on
the worst ozone days, and indeed the
operator has stated its iIntent to burn
whatever fuel 1s cheapest at any given
time.

The summer ozone season will
soon be upon us. We appreciate Council®s
continued concern about this issue and
ask that you continue to press the DEP

and EPA for these important air pollution
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safeguards at every opportunity.

Thanks.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Thank you
for that education update.

MS. EDWARDS: And thanks to
your office for helping last summer with
the letter.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:

Absolutely.

Please. Good afternoon.

MS. AGRAWAL: Good afternoon.
Pratima Agrawal, Philadelphia resident.

Good afternoon and thank you
for 1nviting us to testify. 1 would like
to talk about solutions to climate
change; specifically, transitioning
Philadelphia®s energy to 100 percent
renewable energy. 1 represent
Philadelphia i1s Ready for 100, a campaign
out of Sierra Club®"s Southeastern
Pennsylvania Group. Our goal 1s
monumental but direct. We believe that
the City of Philadelphia i1s ready to move

confidently to 100 percent renewable
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energy. This hearing about the
environment and the urgent matter of
global climate change 1s an important
first step.

The Mayor*®s Office pledge of 80
percent carbon emissions reduction by
2050 1s an excellent commitment. Setting
a long-range, ambitious target
demonstrates the political will for
moving towards a renewable energy
economy. We hope to play an integral
part in realizing the visions set by
Greenworks in the upcoming Energy Master
Plan, especially as we face a federal
administration that refuses to
acknowledge that climate change i1s a
genuine, man-made threat to the globe.

Raising awareness and building
the demand for renewable energy at the
municipal level i1s our current best
option. Momentum is building here iIn the
United States. OFf the 35 American cities
that have committed to or are working

towards 100 percent, six have already
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achieved 1t, including Burlington,
Vermont and Aspen, Colorado. Bigger
cities are committing too, like San Diego
and Salt Lake City, which have committed
to 100 percent renewable electricity by
2035.

The City of Philadelphia can
make enormous strides In energy
efficiency, which would save money for
Philadelphians. In addition, the Office
of Sustainability has already initiated
Jjob growth research specific to
Philadelphia. According to a recent
study, Pennsylvania as a whole could see
a net increase of, on average, 14,300
jobs per year it the state pursues
renewable energy from now to 2050.

Now, we know that there are
jobs i1n renewable energy no matter what
the naysayers would have us believe, but
It"s also important to consider renewable
energy because the impacts of climate
change are going to first affect those

citizens relegated to the poorest
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neighborhoods of Philadelphia.

Philadelphia 1s Ready for 100
i1Is here to tell you that we are excited
to include everyone iIn this fight. We"re
ready to connect with local community
organizations to promote and educate. We
can network between Philadelphia and
other cities that have already made the
commitment and build coalitions with
economic leaders, labor groups, and
social institutions.

In summary, we recommend that
Philadelphia set a target for achieving
100 percent renewable electricity by
2035, that the City start working on a
plan or hold hearings on how this can be
achieved, and continues to engage with
stakeholders on the impacts of moving
towards this goal and the impacts of not
doing so.

We have submitted in-depth
testimony from our campaign which
provides a more detailed description of

the points we"ve just made. Our hope is
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that Philadelphia will be a national
leader for climate action.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You"re
welcome. 1 thank you as well.

Can we make room for the
gentleman behind you.

Your name, Sir?

MR. ORTIZ: My name is Frank
Ortiz and I"m here to represent the
Philadelphia Climate Works Coalition, and
I"m here to provide a statement.

We are creating the world
agenda for our time, and together we are
going to challenge this nation to be
bigger than politics, bigger than the
election, and build a future we will call
our own.

Those were Councilwoman Helen
Gym"s words two months ago, and they"re
relevant to today"s conversation about
climate change and Philadelphia®s future.

Climate change is not just
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about staunching greenhouse gas emissions
but also about determining the price for
our health and safety, the price for new
technologies like tankless water heaters
and home-based battery storage.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Can you
pull the mic closer, please.

MR. ORTIZ: Sure.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Terrific.

MR. ORTIZ: The price for
educating people to both understand as
well as grow a fundamentally new economy
and the price for new higher quality jobs
with fair wages, rights, and security.

Building strong communal equity

Into these strategies i1s essential, as
any solution to curb or adapt to climate
problems must serve highly impacted
populations like low-income
Philadelphians and working families.

A growing percentage of
low-income households are located in
flood-prone areas, heat islands, places

with aging infrastructure, vacant lots,
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and flimsy evacuation routes. For some,
options like weatherproofing homes,
investing in solar to save money long
term are not realistic. In fact,
low-i1ncome households in Philadelphia
have the eighth highest utility bill
burden 1n the country, with energy
shut-off a top cause for Philadelphia
homelessness.

Working families most
especially at risk because -- I"m sorry.
They are most especially at risk because
they often depend on dangerous jobs,
vulnerable to climate change. And we"re
talking about people who work outside,
fix our power lines, build our homes,
drive our buses, measure our blood
pressure, and interact with thousands of
people a day from behind a counter.
Their livelihoods place them face to face
with rising temperatures, storms,
flooding, and proliferation of contagious
diseases.

We agree with the Councilwoman
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and are creating an agenda for our time,
because ultimately how we design our
response will determine who gains and who
loses. That"s why our climate programs
must Invest in the people, the
occupations, and communities bearing the
greatest burdens of an unchecked climate
Crisis.

Our coalition, Philadelphia
Climate Works, aims to work with you to
identify these burdens and to craft
proactive solutions with over 20
different labor and community groups,
from teachers to builders, from Eastwick
Friends and Neighborhoods Coalition to
New Kensington CDC, participating iIn our
meetings to discuss the challenges we
face and the interests we share iIn
confronting climate change, and we look
forward to collaborating with you going
forward.

Thank you for holding this
hearing and inviting us here to speak.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Thank you
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very, very, very, very much.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: I must
admit, even in my quiet moments of
feeling despair with the direction in
Washington, DC, it"s hearings like this
that affirm that we can still be hopeful
iIT we work collectively and getting smart
people around the table to do what 1 tell
my daughter always, figure it out.

Okay. So any questions from
members of the Committee?

And we want to welcome
Councilman Derek Green to this Committee
as well.

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: I have
just one on the solar panel i1dea, because
we do look for opportunities for
legislation that can move us towards
accomplishing bigger things. And can you
cite or are there any best practices of
cities who have actually done what you"re

suggesting successftully?
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MR. GARBER: There are a few
cities that have required new
construction to have solar panels. | can
get you the list of them.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Could you
please do that for us.

MR. GARBER: Yeah. 1 will
definitely follow up and get you the list
and some model ordinances around 1t. |
think one of the challenges just worth
noting in Philadelphia 1s, we don"t have
as much new construction as some places.
I think 1t"s mostly been out west. We
have a good bit. And so how do you also
get to existing construction when homes
are either significantly rehabbed, for
example, to create solar-ready situations
and make i1t easier for people to put
solar up.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Yes.

Please, Councilman Green.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Thank you,
Madam Chair.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You"re
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welcome.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: When you
made reference to solar, 1"ve done a lot
of work with Solar States and other
organizations and YouthBuild Charter
School. For those jurisdictions that
have that requirement for new
construction of solar panels, how are
they doing the provision of the power?
Are they doing power purchase agreements
through various communities? How are
they working out the interchange between
the grid?

MR. GARBER: Mostly i1t"s been
done with commercial buildings. So
either, you know, high rises, apartment
buildings versus like single-person
homes. And so then it"s up to the
company to decide how they want to do it,
whether 1t"s -- if 1t"s a condo
situation, they might do i1t through a
power purchase agreement that"s tacked on
to the condo fees versus if it"s, you

know, apartments that are being rented,
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It jJust gets Tit 1In and they might
install themselves. So 1t doesn™t
specify which way they go necessarily.
It leaves 1t up to the commercial owners
to do 1It.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: But most of
those are either commercial properties or
multi-family?

MR. GARBER: Most are
multi-family or commercial properties.
I*m not aware of anything that requires
it on single-family homes as of now for,
I think, fairly obvious reasons, which is
logistics around that.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: And for
multi-family, what size properties, like
what number of units?

MR. GARBER: 1"1l have to get
back to you on that, and I can do that.
111 follow up with both of your offices
with some of the model legislation and
the cities that have done 1i1t.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Awesome.
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Thank you very, very much.

We thank you all for your
activism and for keeping your hand on the
button as we -- the goal I hear, the
theme 1 hear repeating is to make
Philadelphia a real leader when 1t comes
to climate change. So we certainly have
the thought leaders here. 1It"s just a

matter of us continuing to push the

envelope.
Thank you very, very much.
(Thank you.)
COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You're
welcome.

Councilwoman Gym.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: 1 just
wanted to thank everybody from that panel
and especially for all the advocacy that
you®ve done. | think one thing worth
noting that 1 think Adam has kind of
pointed out is that we have had a few
victories that are very important,
including the commitment that Southport

would not go to an energy plant but would
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go towards shipping, which brings In more
jobs, which staved off temporarily, 1
have to say, the push about how we"re
going to look at potential fuel energy
solutions or -- I don"t know how we"re
going to characterize that, but fuel
energy efforts in the future. But I
think that the advocacy that a number of
the environmental groups did with labor
in particular and making this an economic
ISsue, an iImperative issue about our
environment and our health in one of the
most populated areas of the country
really took -- was a really great model
for how to win something. 1 don"t think
It nearly got the kind of attention that
It deserved. 1 hope that i1t kind of gets
elevated, and 1 hope that all of the
environmental groups really take the
Southport coalition to heart as one that
they should, one, definitely claim as a
victory and then, two, try to push out as
a future model for how to diversify the

coalition that needs to fight for

Page 59

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on The Enviornment
March 22, 2017

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/22/17 - ENVIRONMENT - RES. 170095
environmental, health, and for good jobs
and for clean energy and those kinds of
things.

I would also encourage all of
the advocacy groups i1f you have
resolutions that you need to push towards
us, 1T there are upcoming legislations
that you are seeing moving at the state
level, please let us know so that we can
be as active and as present as you need
us to be to keep this going. So thank
you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Well
stated.

Panel No. 3, Matt Walker, Clean
Air Council; Maurice Sampson, Interim
Eastern Pennsylvania Coordinator of Clean
Water Action; and Tracy Carluccio, Deputy
Director of the Delaware Riverkeeper
Network.

Tee up Panel No. 4, Alex Dews,
Anna Shipp, and Liz Robinson.

(Witnesses approached witness

table.)
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COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: And 1 want
to thank everyone for honoring the
three-minute rule.

Good afternoon, everyone.

(Good afternoon.)

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Okay,
then. So please proceed, Matt Walker,
Clean Air Council.

MR. WALKER: Thank you, and
thanks for having me here today.

My name i1s Matt Walker. 1™m
the Community Outreach Director with
Clean Air Council. As you know, we"re a
non-profit environmental organization
headquartered in Philadelphia. We"ve
been working to protect air quality for
50 years now.

Clean Air Council, while we
greatly appreciate being a part of these
hearings, 1 do have to express we are a
little bit frustrated with the slow
progress that we think the Committee and
Council 1s making 1n addressing some

important issues of air quality and
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climate change.

Thankfully, Philadelphia®s air
quality has improved In at least one
measure, particle pollution. Since the
America Lung Association, the previous
State of the Air report iIn the last
couple years, we now have a passing grade
of D. However, the Philadelphia area
still receives a failing grade for ground
level ozone, which 1s the main
constituent of smog, and that®"s known to
exacerbate asthma and other respiratory
diseases.

On average, about a quarter of
Philadelphia children have been diagnosed
with asthma and its high percentages in
lower income neighborhoods. We believe
Air Management Services, or AMS, 1s
responsible -- 1 should say they are
responsible for permitting and
enforcement of pollution sources iIn
Philadelphia and has great potential to
help cut air pollution In the City. AMS

does a good job and is open to doing more
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to protect the health and welfare of
Philadelphians, but unfortunately AMS is
underfunded and does not have the staff
to do as much as they have the potential
to do.

For instance, AMS could be
doing more to assess the potential health
impacts of new or modified major sources
of air pollution to ensure that
neighboring residents will not experience
adverse health impacts. Especially at a
time when any federal and potentially
state funding for environmental
protection is likely to be slashed, City
Council should consider working with AMS
to identify possible funding streams so
that AMS can hire more critically needed
staff to advance their Important work and
so they can properly monitor the air near
large industrial sources.

Every kilowatt of energy that
Is produced could be -- right now a lot
of 1t 1s produced by fossil fuel energy.

It could be produced by renewable energy.
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We could cut the amount needed by doing
more energy efficiency.

Scientists with the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
has stated that renewable energy has to
be the primary source of energy by 2050
or we"re going to see some of the most
severe consequences of climate change iIf
we get over the two degree Celsius
increase. It"s globally agreed upon that
we should do that.

Warmer temperatures in
Philadelphia are expected to lead to an
increase in ground level ozone, an
increase of likelthood of heat exhaustion
and even death from heat stroke. For
these reasons, the Council believes that
now is the critical time to take action
on promoting solar energy.

As you know, in 2014, City
Council passed a resolution to support
solar energy in Philadelphia, with a goal
of having 20,000 solar roofs installed iIn

Philadelphia by 2025. In resolutions,
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City Council states they would
aggressively pursue strategies designed
to meet this goal. [I"m quoting here,
"These strategies can include supporting
solar 1n new construction, increasing
solar power in school and other municipal
buildings, streamlining the permitting
process for solar, facilitating
investment In solar energy, and a
citywide solar rebate program, among
others."

The Council does appreciate the
work of the Committee that you®ve done on
moving the conversation forward about the
potential for solar in Philadelphia
schools especially. There®"s been a lot
of conversation about that. And for
bills incentivizing green roofs and solar
by allowing developers to build more
densely 1f they implement those types of
projects. But the reality is that these
efforts are nowhere close to what is
needed to spur the development of 20,000

solar roofs i1n Philadelphia that
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Councilmembers previously agreed to.

Philadelphia 1s the only major
city that still gives tax abatement to
developers in the City with no benefit to
the City. The current tax abatement for
all new or renovated buildings has
achieved the original purposes set out by
the City, and developers should no longer
be able to just build to basic code and
get that abatement. If they want to
continue to receive the abatement from
the City, they should be incorporating
energy efficiency measures, solar energy,
and developing and renovating buildings
in low-income areas.

(Applause.)

MR. WALKER: Clean Air Council
has been talking with Councilmembers
about this concept for years now.

Philadelphia®s Energy Office
has done a lot of good recent work
working with the City"s Department of
Licenses and Inspections to streamline

the permitting process for solar. This
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has been helpful to solar installers, but
there®s much more that must be done.

This Committee should also
assess current permit fees and compare
them with other cities to ensure we are
driving the cost of fees for installers
down as much as possible.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: What kind
of fees?

MR. WALKER: The cost of fees
for -- permit fees when they"re applying
for the permits, the construction and
electrical permits.

City Council -- right now, |1
mean, 1 really think that the Office
of -- the Energy Office has done really
good work this past summer working with a
bunch of area installers. They really
did -- they"re basically exempting the
construction permit 1t all the
electrical -- they go through a checklist
and show that they have everything in
place. 1t is a much more streamlined

process than we have In years past. Even
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though we do claim to have a streamlined
solar process, we really, In effect, have
not had that, but this work iIs going a
long way. But I think there still are
other measures that could be looked at
such as looking at the fees, for
instance.

And City Council should also
consider what they said iIn the
resolution, a solar rebate program
perhaps that would make solar more
affordable for everyone. And there could
be -- with a tax abatement program, who
knows how many developers are going to be
seeking tax abatement. There could be
some funding stream available there.

Clean Air Council 1s working
with the Green Justice Philly coalition
to ask the City -- and, by the way,
that"s the coalition that Councilwoman
Gym referenced worked on the Southport
victory. We"re now working to ask the
City to take responsibility for doing its

part to stimulate a just, efficient
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transition to renewables while bringing
Jjobs and wealth to underresourced
Philadelphia neighborhoods, specifically
community of color.

Green Justice Philly is calling
on Mayor Kenney and City Council to make
a commitment to purchase a significant
amount of electricity needed to power
Philadelphia government-owned buildings,
departments, and street lights from solar
projects located in the City itself.

City Council could support this effort by
adopting policies that would make 1t
easier for the industry to flourish.

In addition, the Committee on
the Environment should assess ways in
which City Council can promote solarized
programs in the City. Solarized programs
are campaigns in which residents in a
neighborhood or region group purchase
solar together in order to substantially
lower the cost of installation. Clean
Air Council has been i1nvolved in

successftully testing solarized programs
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in Philadelphia neighborhoods. City
Council members could help host
educational workshops about future
solarized programs and also communicate
to their constituents about these
programs.

There"s a lot of work yet to be
done to improve air quality iIn
Philadelphia and help curb climate change
from the local level. The Committee on
the Environment has a great opportunity
to advance clean air and renewable energy
in the City, and the time to take action
iIs now. The health of your constituents

depends on 1t.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Thank you
very much.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Good
afternoon.

MR. SAMPSON: Good afternoon,
Councilwoman Reynolds Brown, Gym. It

seems like I1"ve been here --
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COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: A
gazillion times.

MR. SAMPSON: Live here, yes.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: We welcome
you back.

MR. SAMPSON: Thank you so
much.

I want to thank you for the
opportunity to address you on the current
and future state of Philadelphia®s
environment and to consider just a couple
of recommendations as to where you might
go in that regard.

First, let me just begin by
correcting my introduction. As of August
1st, 1 became the Eastern Pennsylvania
Director. I"m no longer interim for
Clean Water Action.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:
Congratulations.

MR. SAMPSON: Clean Water is a
national organization. 1 manage the
Eastern Chapter here. We have some 16

chapters across the country, about a
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million members nationwide and about a
hundred thousand iIn Pennsylvania.

Now, many of you know of my
work i1n recycling for the last 30-plus
years that 1°ve lived in Philly, but you
should also know that 17 years before
that 1 was doing environmental advocacy
and education. 1 was interrupted, in a
manner of speaking, to come here and work
on trash. 1"ve also been a block captain
on the 100 block of West Gorgas Lane for
the last 16 years, and 1"m a committee
person in Ward 22-6 for the last seven
years. I1"m a very Tirm believer in
grassroots and civic action as keys both
to preserving our democracy as well as
resolving environmental issues.

The slogan "Think Globally, Act
Locally" 1s to me not just a slogan; it"s
a strategy. And I would submit to you,
in these days of Trump, that the
grassroots advocacy iIs more important now
than i1t ever has been.

Now, my mission at Clean Water
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Action 1s coming from that. | have seen
my mission is to develop programs that
engage the community on a specific level
that have 1mpact in the City with
relevance to what happens iIn the state
and i1n the nation. And because of my
unique position as one of the few African
Americans iIn an executive position In a
traditional environmental organization, |
Tfeel a responsibility that in addition to
the more traditional suburban type
activities, that we need to develop an
urban approach, something unique to our
needs in the City. In that regard, I
just want to touch on three items that
are on my agenda.

One 1s something 1°ve referred
to as lead hazard awareness. The other
would be recycling. 1 should say street
trash and recycling. And third would be
the natural gas plant that®"s proposed by
SEPTA 1n Nicetown.

Now, nationally Clean Water

Action was engaged very heavily i1n lead
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and water. Flint Rising, which 1s the
group that is at the forefront of that
Issue, we"ve been partnering with them
even before that issue hit the press.

My exploration of the i1ssue for
the City of Philadelphia has led me to
the conclusion that our concerns more so
than just water i1s the lack of public
awareness of lead hazards i1n our homes.
We need to be cognizant that 92 percent
of our housing stock, regardless of where
you live, has hazards from lead from
paint, from dust, from soil, from on the
water, and a variety of secondary
sources, including appliances and some
imported foods.

A lot of what happens to us
when you read stories of people who have
been poisoned by lead, they will tell
you, | didn"t realize lead was a problem,
I didn"t realize 1t was that big of a
problem, I didn"t know that that was a
problem in my home.

Clean Water Action, iIn
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partnership with the Overbrook
Environmental Education Center, has
received a grant from the Water
Department, and we"re working with
representatives of the Health Department
and the U.S. EPA to develop information
and training programs with specific
intent of empowering neighborhood leaders
to be able to do a walkthrough of a home,
identify and point to where those lead
hazards are so that people, 1T they know
where the problem is, they can avoid
being poisoned and they can learn how to
be safe until we can get to the point of
eliminating those. That, 1 think, i1s a
big missing piece.

We"re working very hard on
strategies that talk about how we"re
going to get rid of these, but iIn the
meantime -- | have to tell you, 1 came to
the City in 1972 as an urban study
student from Rutgers across the river in
Camden in order to visit Philadelphia

Health Department®s lead paint program.
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That was 40 years ago. |If we had a goal
of reducing lead by one-fortieth, we
wouldn®"t be here by now. The truth 1is,
we didn"t even know where it all is.

So there really does need to be
a focus on our knowing where the lead is
so that we can avoid being poisoned.

Now, I want to praise the work
that"s been done by the members of the
Committee -- oh, 1 should say the work
that 1"m working with at Overbrook, our
whole 1dea 1s to create a model, working
and training people i1n that neighborhood
and then to expand that model citywide,
and we are actively working with the
Water Department and these other agencies
and looking for funding to make that
happen. So that"s something -- 1 should
say we started yesterday, and we hope to
be In a position to expand citywide
sometime iIn the summer.

Now, | want to praise the work
that"s been done by different members of

this Committee In addressing this issue
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as applies to schools and daycare
centers. There i1s one particular
recommendation that | would like to make.
There 1s a point of concern that 1 have
that when you disturb the streets, the
lead that®"s now lining those lead pipes
that 1s bound there by what we put i1n the
water, when you disturb the streets and
you vibrate the streets, you release that
lead Iinto the water. So everywhere we
are doing replacement of sewer lines,
replacement of PGW and the replacement of
that line, anybody who digs in the
street, the people on that street during
that construction are in a particular
hotspot. And this iIs something that is
well known and 1t"s something we aren”t
doing anything about.

So one thing that 1 would say
to you that you can do, we have to get a
permit to dig up the street. There
should be a requirement when that"s done
that everybody that"s on that street,

It"s a door hanger or some other kind of
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information that lets them know you need
to be drinking bottled water for the next
several weeks. You need to run those
pipes and clean them out. Because when
we talk about lead hazards, this is one
of the things I"m talking about. We get
poisoned by lead In so many different
ways, and they"re so subtle, they just
slip right by. But that"s an easy one,
and that"s one that I think that you
should look into and jump on -- you could
Jjump on right away.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Are you
wrapping up? You"re up to nine minutes.

MR. SAMPSON: 1°m under my five
minutes. Well, let me just say this
then. We"ll skip litter and we"ll skip
recycling, because 1 want to go right to
this problem in the Nicetown area.

SEPTA 1s building a gas plant
there, and they"re building It In a
community that is one of the -- has one
of the highest emergency room visits on

asthma. Now, there are a number of
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Issues that some of my colleagues will
talk about when 1t comes to this plant.
There 1s a very strong connection between
these plants, the burning of this gas,
and fracking in Pennsylvania. |1
personally do not see what Is going on as
being a transition to solar. 1 see i1t as
making a long-term commitment to natural
gas use 1In SEPTA in terms of the plans
that are being made. That"s all the
information 1 can provide for you.

But my primary concern is this:
We have a community that i1s already
impacted and has a high level of asthma.
SEPTA has a bus barn down there that is a
contribution to that problem. And as
they"re buirlding the plant, one of the
things that really stuck In my craw was
this thought: Well, i1t has a minuscule
amount of addition to the problem, so we
don®"t need to worry about It.

Matt made the point when he
spoke about our grade relative to dealing

with air pollution issues. SEPTA feels
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that because EPA has said they"ve met the
standards, they don"t need to worry about
the health standards. EPA standards are
not designed to protect health. They are
designed to work with industry to
determine what they can afford to do,
which 1s not necessarily take care of us.

IT SEPTA as a public agency has
decided that i1t is not their
responsibility to watch out for the
community, to do the health study, to
determine what i1t 1s that they need to do
to take care of us, a public agency, what
hope do we have for any industry coming
in this town, talking about building an
industry that"s going to create a
problem?

Tomorrow the SEPTA Board 1is
going to vote on this subject, and 1
suspect they"re going to vote for 1t.
The Mayor has the ability to veto that,
and I think that we need to let SEPTA
know that before they decide to do

something that"s going to affect our
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community, they have a responsibility to
look at the Impacts they have on the
health and to do something about i1t.

(Applause.)

MR. SAMPSON: 1 have known a
lot of you for a long time, and 1 know us
as being very compassionate people.
We"re concerned about our citizens.
SEPTA has a responsibility to look into
this and be responsible for what they do.
Please use your influence to make that
happen.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Thank you
for your testimony. | have a couple of
questions, but we need to hear our last
witness for this panel.

Good afternoon.

MS. CARLUCCIO: Thank you,
Councilwoman Reynolds Brown and City
Councilmembers, for the opportunity to
present testimony today. 1"m Tracy
Carluccio, Deputy Director of Delaware

Riverkeeper Network, a non-profit
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member-supported watershed-based
organization with over 19,000 members
dedicated to the defense, protection, and
restoration of the Delaware River and its
nearly 13,000 square mile watershed in
four states, including Pennsylvania.

Many of our members live and
work 1n Philadelphia, and 1"m speaking
today on their behalf and for the living
communities, human and non-human, of the
Delaware River and i1ts watershed.

I"m also speaking as a steering
committee member of Green Justice Philly,
a diverse and growing Philadelphia-based
coalition committed to building a
healthy, sustainable, and economically
just Philadelphia region. We work
together to oppose the dirty fossil fuel
industry that puts our neighborhoods at
risk every day and makes our citizens
sick and cannot contribute to our
long-term prosperity.

The Delaware River is the

drinking water source for 1.5 million

Page 82

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on The Enviornment
March 22, 2017

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/22/17 - ENVIRONMENT - RES. 170095
people 1In the Greater Philadelphia region
from the three Philadelphia plants. The
quality of that drinking water is defined
by the watershed and all that happens
within 1t. A potential new source of
water pollution is facing the City, and
I*m asking that you take action to
protect the City"s water.

The Delaware River Basin
Commission has a gas drilling moratorium
in place 1n the Delaware River watershed,
but they are considering adopting
regulations that would allow gas drilling
and fracking to commence. We are asking
you to take similar action to the
resolutions you adopted in 2010 and 2011
when the moratorium was first put in
place opposing gas drilling, and we are
asking you this time to support a
permanent ban iInstead.

(Applause.)

MS. CARLUCCIO: We have learned
much since fracking was put on hold in

the Delaware River watershed seven years
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ago. A substantial body of knowledge has
developed demonstrating significant
evidence that shale gas development has
myriad adverse effects on the environment
and community health. Six hundred and
eighty-five peer-reviewed papers have
found fracking has adverse impacts on
water, air, and human health.
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Protection themselves have documented 284
private water well contamination cases
caused by oil and gas operations here in
Pennsylvania through 2016.

EPA released their hydraulic
fracturing study, providing scientific
evidence that hydraulic fracturing
activities can impact drinking water
resources and includes water impacts from
shale gas In the Northeastern
Pennsylvania community of Dimock. After
exhaustive study, the State of New York
banned fracking based on environmental
and public health analysis. The shale

gas industry has received unprecedented
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exemptions from our nation®s most
important environmental and public health
laws, making adequate regulation
virtually impossible. The verdict is in:
Fracking simply cannot be done safely.

Flow objectives and water
quality regulations are in place for the
Delaware River to protect the water
quality and volume of the downstream
waters of the river here. Philadelphia,
at the lowest reach of the river that
directly supplies drinking water, 1is
especially vulnerable to upstream
pollution i1nputs, water withdrawals, and
wastewater discharges. The less fresh,
clean upstream water available to
assimilate discharges and non-point
source pollution to the river in its
200-mile journey to Philadelphia from its
headwaters, the more expensive and
difficult 1t 1s for the City to meet
required clean water standards and
provide clean water to customers iIn

adequate supply.
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The remarkable success story of
transforming the pollution-clogged
Delaware River prior to the environmental
laws of the 1970s that could not support
life at Philadelphia into a wild and
scenic river with exceptional water
quality has profoundly benefited the
region economically and environmentally.
We ask you to adopt a resolution
supporting a ban on fracking in the
Delaware River watershed to permanently
protect the City"s water supply and the
river"s health.

(Applause.)

MS. CARLUCCIO: This brings me
to our second important issue today, the
need for an improved water quality
standard for dissolved oxygen iIn the
Delaware River estuary, including the
Philadelphia region. DRBC began a
process in 2008 to look at dissolved
oxygen In the estuary and to determine
appropriate next steps to fix the

remaining problems which keep oxygen
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levels so low that species, i1conic
species, such as American shad, striped
bass, fresh water mussels, and the
endangered Atlantic sturgeon are at risk.
The 50-year-old dissolved oxygen standard
1s obviously not addressing the problem.
In fact, the current standard is lower
than any other state in the nation or any
federal standard.

In 2013, dismayed at the slow
progress on this issue by the Delaware
River Basin Commission, Delaware
Riverkeeper Network submitted a formal
petition, backed by extensive scientific
data, to the DRBC documenting that key
Tish species were reproducing already in
the Delaware River near Philadelphia and
Camden and they were threatened by the
low standard that allowed dangerous
oxygen levels and we urged that dissolved
oxygen standard be immediately upgraded
to protect those species in order to
comply with the mandates of the Clean
Water Act. But the DRBC"s response after
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nearly ten years of delay is for,
quote/unquote, more studies. We don"t
know whether the endangered Atlantic
sturgeon, of which there are believed to
be only 300 spawning adults left i1n our
river, will survive another summer, let
alone five or ten more years of study and
delay. There is plenty of data and
plenty of proof that all of these fish
are spawning in the river today, and they
need protection.

We ask you to adopt a
resolution and submit 1t to the Delaware
River Basin Commission by April 13th, the
deadline on their public comment, asking
them to revise their draft resolution by
both including an existing use that
includes propagation as well as starting
the process now to rewrite and upgrade
the standard to protect these species
with the right level of dissolved oxygen.
The City of Philadelphia and the entire
Delaware estuary will benefit from a

higher standard and a cleaner, healthier
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river for the aquatic community that
lives and belongs here.

Thank you very much for the
opportunity to comment before the
Committee on the Environment today, and
I*"m open for any questions.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: We thank
you all very, very much for your
testimony.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: We"re
going to move right to questions.

Councilwoman Gym, Councilman
Green, and Councilman Al Taubenberger.

COUNCILWOMAN GYM: Yes. Thank
you very much, Madam Chair.

And thank you very much to this
panel, mostly because you"re calling us
to take action, and I think that that
will be something that you should
certainly let us keep in touch with you
about. 1"m sure we"re going to be
responsive to a number of the

considerations.
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I did have to apologize because
I"m leaving early, but there iIs a reason
why, and 1 want to put 1t out there to a
number of the testifiers who are talking
about lead. The Lead Advisory Task Force
i1Is 1n play. They"re having currently
public comment on their task force
recommendations over at the MSB building.
Those recommendations are currently on a
website.

Councilwoman -- or Madam Chair,
I*m kind of forgetting which website that
it may be, but i1f you contact any of our
offices, we can certainly direct you
towards that.

It 1s really urgent that we
have members of all of our communities
weigh In on the Lead Task Force
Advisory -- the Lead Advisory Board®s
recommendations, because i1t"s critically
important that the Advisory Board hears
back from communities about whether these
recommendations feel like they®"re going

to make meaningful difference in this
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50-year-old problem that we"ve got around
lead poisoning.

I also want to let Mr. Sampson
know that we have raised questions about
the Water Department and the disruption
of -- any kind of disruption within the
streets. | will be clear that the Water
Department has told us that they do not
or are not aware of any spike i1n lead
exposure as a result of any disruption in
the streets. One of the things that we
have asked for, however, and would love
to partner with you on Is to request that
the Water Department does tests,
including In those door hangers, that
they should be requesting testing or
offering testing to anybody in which any
kind of disruption occurs on street
sewage or on other type of water lines,
because 1 think that that will give us a
little bit more clarity and some testing
results, and i1t"s 1Important for the Water
Department to expand its testing as well.

So 1 just wanted to thank
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everybody for their testimony and
encourage everybody to really weigh In on
this Lead Task Force and their
recommendations. It"s urgently needed.

So thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Thank you,
Counci lwoman.

Councilman Green.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Thank you,
Madam Chair.

I want to thank the panel for
their testimony. | had just a few
questions for Mr. Sampson, and we"ve had
a number of conversations on recycling,
other matters. The first one i1s dealing
somewhat in your new role with Clean
Water Action.

Last winter, early spring we
had hearings regarding some of the issues
contained and related to lead iIn our
water based on the Flint issue, and one
of the main i1ssues that came out of those
hearings was that for many constituents

in the City of Philadelphia, the
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challenge 1s that you have leaching that
occurs from their lateral that is under
their responsibility, and the Water
Department does have a pilot program, but
the challenge i1s how do we pay for that,
especially when you have a city with a
number of people that are in deep poverty
that just simply don"t have the resources
to make those repairs, although 1t is
part of theilr responsibility.

So 1"m curious from your
perspective with Clean Water Action and
with either the Eastern PA chapter or the
other 15 chapters around the country,
what have you seen i1n other jurisdictions
where they"ve dealt with this issue of
lead 1n water, especially in reference to
laterals, and what type of initiatives
have they taken to help their
constituents with this issue?

MR. SAMPSON: Well, the one
comment that 1°11 make 1mmediately is
that 1t"s iInteresting that in towns that

have decided that they want to remove the
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laterals, they figure it out. There"s
this concern that immediately people take
about, oh, my God, what that is going to
cost, and 1t creates a paralysis that
tends not to go any further. But you
look around. There are a number of
cities In Michigan, Boston that made a
commitment to removing the laterals.

They came up with a plan and they did it.

That"s not a direct answer to
your question, but I would say that the
first thing we have to do i1s decide I1t"s
something that we want to get done,
because that energy i1s where we start.
Every time | get into this discussion
about what we need to do, I"m immediately
hit with, oh, my God, but i1t costs so
much. We have to decide that they want
to get rid of them.

There are other things that we
can do. One that 1 find very interesting
iIs on my block, we have turned over 20
percent of the homes in the last five

years just from the number of people
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coming In and out. |If there was a
requirement when you sold the house and
you sold to somebody else, you had to
replace the lateral, i1t would then become
part of the 30-year mortgage to replace
that line. You match that with the no
interest loan program from the Water
Department and you have a good deal, you
know. And I think that there are those
kind of strategies that we can look at,
where can we make a dent in this, because
the truth of the matter 1s -- | said i1t
earlier -- had we removed one-fortieth of
this problem when I first went and
visited In 1972, i1t would be gone now.

We need to have a plan. We
could have a 20-year plan, a 30-year plan
that gets rid of lead. If we had a
30-year plan, then we"ll all come back
every year and tell you make i1t 20, make
1t 15, make 1t 10. The truth 1s, we have
a zero-year plan right now about getting
rid of 1t. We don"t even know where all

the lead is, much less get rid of iIt.
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The Water Department i1s working
on that. They are creating a database
when 1t comes to the laterals. But
breaking this down, look at it as a
management issue. Look at it as, one,
let"s find out what"s there, let"s figure
out what the low-hanging fruit is, what
kind of things that we can do that are
part of business as usual to start
getting ready of these. Let"s get a plan
together and then let"s figure out how to
do it faster. And 1 really think that"s
better.

My study of this is that you
see In the history of every time there®s
a lead i1ssue, there"s a spike In energy
to deal with 1t. They put together a
program, and then within three years,
that program is just gone. And It's
happened over and over and over since the
1970s.

So, again, I don"t know 1f it"s
a direct answer you want, but I would say

let"s get a plan together to get rid of
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these things in the next 40 years, and
we" 1l be back. You know, you"ll call a
meeting and we"re going to tell you that
we want you to do i1t sooner than that.
But get i1t plan.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: So just
listening to you, it made me think of how
we have a home i1nspection process form.
When someone buys a home, they often are
required to have a home i1nspection or
Issues for radon. So some type of
disclosure information that"s required
that 1f I"m buying a home, 1f I know that
I have a lateral that®"s my responsibility
and 1T the prior owner replaced that
lateral or not, some type of data that
could provide information that may give
the prospective buyer some additional
tools on negotiation of purchasing that
price to incorporate the cost of doing
that. Because often when a person is
buying a new home, that"s when they may
have the ability to make those type of

more Informed decisions going forward.
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MR. SAMPSON: A 30-year
mortgage with a no interest loan, that"s
available right now to anybody from the
Water Department. Those are two tools
that are available.

Also, home iInspectors don"t all
do the work. On one house on my block,
the i1nspector saw the line and worked
with the owner, and before they bought
the house, they had i1t replaced. Down
the street 1 ran into a couple with their
inspector at the same time, and he didn"t
know anything at all about lead. So then
all the i1nspectors don"t even necessarily
know that that"s something that they
should look for.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: The second
thing, since we"ve had so many
conversations regarding composting, SO
since you were here, 1 wanted to just ask
you a brief question about that. We had
talked at some point about trying to
expand composting in the City of
Philadelphia. We talked about the
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current composting the City does on the
leaf side and how we could possibly
enhance that by adding carbon to it. 1In
more recent conversations, there have
been some i1deas about many composting
locations around the City of Philadelphia
as a way to -- because 1t seems with the
amount of waste that the City has, the
amount of product that the Water
Department buys, and that®"s product that
comes as a result of composting, there
has to be some way of resolving this
Issue. So one of the ideas that I ve
heard more recently, of some type of
initiative to help create small
composting locations around the City that
could receive product and receive
material that could be used to help spur
that concept. But doing something on a
large scale goes back to the issues we"ve
seen in Delaware where the digester that
was purchased and used was not the right
type and it caused all kinds of other

Issues, but a much smaller type of
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composting iInitiative that has -- just
like we have recycling sites -- |1 mean,
we have locations around the City where
you can bring your trash, a similar type
of concept. So I"m curious about your
thoughts about that.

MR. SAMPSON: Well, first, let
me say the problem with the facility they
closed down i1n Delaware had nothing to do
with the facility. It was state of the
art. 1t was the operators of the
facility.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Right.
Right.

MR. SAMPSON: They saw an
opportunity to make money at the tipping
scale and they forgot about quality and
you could smell i1t for 12 miles away.

That problem on that scale --
the i1ssue I have with a lot of small
sites 1s you have to manage them all
well. 1 mean, Saul Agricultural School
Is doing a marvelous job, but 1711 tell

you, you let small sites happen, the
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first three that smell will probably
close down all of the rest.

Composting in terms of the
recycling industry -- we actually looked
at composting before recycling in the
early "80s, but in that point In time, it
was bad actors who really wanted to do
landfills and they got composting permits
and they did dumping, and we ended
composting for 30 years. Literally no
one would discuss 1t.

So right now we have this high
energy level about wanting to do
composting in the City. |1 warn that we
need to be careful with the i1dea of lots
of small facilities. Composting is
simple in concept. | mean, Al knows all
about this. He went to school for it.
It"s simple 1n concept, but 1f you do it
wrong, It stinks and, you know, most --
up until recently, the term "composting"
meant a pile that stinks, I don"t want
it. That was the municipal language that

came out of that. We need to be careful
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In that score.

There are at least 600 tons a
day of food waste In the City of
Philadelphia every single day. The
facility that was closed in Wilmington
was sized for 600 tons a day. It was 20
acres. That gives you an 1dea. The old
biosolids facility that we closed down,
that actually was the perfect size to do
food waste composting for the City.

We"re going to use that for the airport
now, so that site is no longer available
to us.

We actually have enough compost
capacity iIn the old -- they are the
mines -- the gravel pits that are outside
of Philadelphia. They"ve actually all
been permitted for composting. The issue
Is they"re 60 miles away, and that
distance makes it uneconomical. You put
a transfer station in place, you could do
the pick-up and then you can transfer it
out there. And the people who run those

pits are moving very slowly because they
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want to do i1t right, but the
infrastructure for making composting
happen 1s the big question about making
compost happen, and we have to solve that
Issue.

You know, iInteresting, | had a
call from a major waste company iIn the
City just this week talking about this
very issue, and I*11 tell you what 1 told
him. This 1Is something where we ought to
sit down around the table, the private
industry and the City, and talk about
what can we do working together as a
public-private situation to put together
the i1nfrastructure so that we can then
start running pilot collection programs.
Number one, let the commercial sector go
now, because the food waste that comes
out of our restaurant sector iIs massive,
600 tons a day, and they -- a lot of them
want to do 1t, but the service i1s not
available.

So we could do this, but it

does require sitting down, thinking

Page 103

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on The Enviornment
March 22, 2017

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/22/17 - ENVIRONMENT - RES. 170095
through what the infrastructure issues
are. And 1t Is an industry. It is a
business. Not the composting side. The
finished product has an incredible value.
And the nature of compost is, the whole
industry happens in a 35-mile radius. So
It"s not going to be one that®"s going to
go outside of the City. 1It"s going to
make money for us by us solving the
problem.

So 1 would say to you if you"re
serious about looking at this, we need to
sit down and look seriously at how we
solve the iInfrastructure problems, and
all the talent you need i1s iIn the private
sector right now and ready to have this
conversation.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You"re
welcome, Councilman.

Councilman Taubenberger.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: Yes.
Thank you. And one quick comment and a

question for Mr. Walker. A comment to
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Mr. Sampson. He"s absolutely right, it
IS a business. The City of Milwaukee has
actually been doing 1t for -- using
actually sewage sludge and then
converting it into a turf fertilizer,
which 1s well known through the industry
since the 1920s. It"s called
Milorganite. And the money goes back to
the City of Milwaukee. 1It"s a very, very
interesting program and it has made money
for them.

My question to Mr. Walker i1s as
follows: You had mentioned there were
permits for solar panels to install them.
Do you have any thought or idea how much
those permits are?

MR. WALKER: I don"t know off
the top of my head, but I can get you an
answer on how much they are now and also
some i1deas about how much they could cost
like from other cities, examples from
other cities.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: Yes.

Because 1 think anything we could do, I
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would have to agree with you, to
encourage solar panels would be helpful,
and 1°d like to discuss that with you.
IT you could make the Chair aware of
those costs so she could share them with
the rest of the Committee, 1 would
appreciate i1t greatly.

MR. WALKER: Sure. Will do.
Thanks.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: Thank
you, Mr. Walker.

And thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You"re
very, very welcome.

My one question, regarding the
SEPTA plant, I want to confirm that
that®"s in Councilwoman Bass"s district at
the Wayne Junction. 1Is that the one
you"re referring to?

MR. SAMPSON: Yes, it Iis.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Have you
had any conversations at all with the
Council Lady?

MR. SAMPSON: In fact, 1 had
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occasion to talk to both her and the
Mayor i1n the same space and the same
time.

I think that Councilwoman Bass
has written a statement about this and
has made 1t clear where she stands on it,
and 1 think that where she has written
and what she has done she feels i1s enough
to have been done, and my conversation
with her sort of made it clear that
that®"s where i1t"s at. 1 honestly think
at this point -- and really | see this as
a morale iIssue.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: A what?

MR. SAMPSON: A morale issue.

I really do. We are not going to suffer
1T they don"t build a plant tomorrow and
they don"t approve it. It"s not part of
any of their plans. 1t"s not any of
their projections. They"re doing it
because 1t"s an opportunity. But | see
It as an opportunity that has negatives
in 1t that we haven"t examined at all,

and 1 think that the kibosh needs to be
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put on this. At the very minimum, that
we look at that.

111 also tell you if they
start building gas plants, they are not
going to solarize that system. They
won"t, because they will be financially
committed to the gas, to buying fracking
gas to run the SEPTA system, and we will
be married to that for the next 30 years
at a minimum, where we have whole
systems, transportation systems, now --
California is committed to going all
solar by 2035. We haven®t even examined
what the possibilities are.

IT SEPTA were to solarize, it
would create an economic engine that
would probably drive solar through the
whole region. We need to look at it.
They"re a public agency. They should
look at the possibility. They can decide
they don"t want to do 1t. They can say,
hey, listen, guys, It makes more sense
that we go to natural gas, but to not

even consider it and to commit ourselves,
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that"s irresponsible just from an
economic point of view. We need to give
this a serious look --

(Applause.)
MR. SAMPSON: -- before we jump

In to something we can"t back out of, and
that"s my point.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Okay.
Well, thank you all for the instruction.

It"s been quite iInstructive and
informative. Thank you very much for
your testimony.

MR. SAMPSON: You"re welcome.

MR. WALKER: Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: We®"re now
going to call Alex Dews, Anna Shipp, and
Liz Robinson. And, again, I"m going to
lean on you to please honor the clock. |
don®"t want to be the only one here, but
iIT testimony goes beyond three, four,
five, six, nine, ten minutes, 1 will end
up being the only one here. So let"s try
to honor the clock.

(Witnesses approached witness
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table.)

MR. DEWS: Good afternoon.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Good
afternoon, everyone.

MR. DEWS: Good afternoon --

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Welcome
back.

MR. DEWS: -- Councilwoman
Reynolds Brown. Thank you very much.
Thanks for the opportunity to testify.
My name i1s Alex Dews. 1 am the Executive
Director of the Delaware Valley Green
Building Council. We are a grassroots
organization committed to advancing
sustainability in the built environment
at the regional scale.

We feel a tremendous sense of
opportunity toward reaching our mission,
as the region Is experiencing a
significant construction boom and as
green buirlding practices and policies are
becoming increasingly mainstream, but
there®"s also a heightened sense of

urgency for our mission as the connection

Page 110

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on The Enviornment
March 22, 2017

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/22/17 - ENVIRONMENT - RES. 170095
between buildings and our changing
climate has come Increasingly into focus.

Buildings are the primary
driver of climate change i1n our region
and, by far, the best opportunity to both
mitigate and adapt to future climate

impacts. In Philadelphia, more than 60
percent of the carbon emissions that
cause climate change come from the
building sector. In addition, the
average commercial building wastes 30
percent of the energy that i1t uses. So
the good news is that the tools and the
expertise necessary to design, build,
operate, retrofit buildings that will
reduce energy use and our region"s
climate impact, save money, and withstand
the demands of a changing climate will
place on our infrastructure, all of these
things already exist and we know how to
do this.

Earlier this year, DVGBC
released Advancing Green Building: A

Policy Framework for Philadelphia, which
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I will leave a copy of for the Committee.
It"s a set of 11 proposed actions to
dramatically reduce climate and
environmental impacts from buildings and
sites while improving occupant health and
comfort and lowering operating costs.
Some of the recommendations include
incentivizing energy modeling for new
buildings at or above 50,000 square feet,
much like the benchmarking policy already
in place, and granting floor area ratio
bonuses for construction built to Passive
House, Living Building Challenge, and
WELL Building Standards, like we already
do for the LEED building standard. When
executed, these action steps can advance
the City of Philadelphia toward the goal
of a sustainable, healthy, and resilient
built environment for everyone.

In addition, DVGBC convenes the
Philadelphia 2030 District, an initiative
that engages owners, managers, and
developers of the City"s largest

properties in a voluntary, private
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sector-led effort to achieve deep
reductions i1n energy use, water use, and
transportation emissions by 50 percent by
the year 2030. So far, almost 10 million
square feet of commercial building space
in Philadelphia has committed to these
ambitious reduction goals i1n order to
reduce our region"s climate impact and
save money.

So we"ve heard a lot this
afternoon about the importance of
renewable energy and scaling that, also
something our organization iIs very
supportive of, but just want to point out
for the Committee that the energy
transition is really only possible 1T we
become more serious about cutting all of
the wasted energy that you see iIn all of
the different building sectors right now.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Yes, yes,
yes, yes.

MR. DEWS: Thank you for the
opportunity to testify.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You"re
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welcome. Thank you for honoring the
clock. 1 have some questions, but we
need to hear everybody. Thank you.

MS. SHIPP: Good afternoon, and
thank you for the opportunity to address
you today. My name is Anna Shipp and I
am the Interim Executive Director of the
Sustainable Business Network of Greater
Philadelphia.

SBN"s mission is to build a
just, green, and thriving economy in the
Greater Philadelphia region. Our members
are independently owned businesses
committed to creating positive social and
environmental change through their
businesses.

SBN"s signhature initiative, the
Green Stormwater Infrastructure Partners,
Is an example of our mission In practice
and demonstrates the degree to which
environmentally and socially responsible
policies catalyze economic growth. The
GS1 Partners are a subset of our members,

including firms in the landscape design,
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construction, and maintenance as well as
material supply sectors.

We all know the benefits of
trees and nature in the City. SBN views
the City"s Rebuild program as a
significant opportunity to further
catalyze the local green infrastructure
industry through public investment.
Ensuring that all relevant City
departments are coordinating and
collaborating on the implementation of
Rebuild as well as Green City, Clean
Waters, the City"s comprehensive
stormwater management plan, iIs essential
to the maximum environmental, social, and
economic successes of each effort.

The recently established Clean
Water Act Task Force offers an ideal
forum for citywide coordination and
collaboration on the successful
implementation of Green City, Clean
Waters, including the incorporation of
green infrastructure into all Rebuild

projects.
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Procurement also plays a role
In sustainability. SBN recommends the
City of Philadelphia take strategic steps
towards the adoption of a comprehensive
sustainable procurement policy which
should include setting contracting goals
for locally owned firms, W/M/DBE firms,
and purchasing environmentally preferable
products.

To support the adoption of this
recommendation, SBN recently commissioned
a local procurement study, which will
assess the challenges and needs of local
independently owned businesses, including
women, minority, and disadvantaged
business enterprises, in accessing local
government and institutional contracting
opportunities.

Looking ahead to areas of
future economic growth and social
inclusion, SBN anticipates significant
opportunities to capitalize on the
emerging clean energy industry, which for

us encompasses energy efficiency as well
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as the use of renewables. Solar energy
iIs already a leading job creator.

The transition to the clean
energy economy creates yet another
opportunity for a diverse and inclusive
workforce. The green infrastructure
industry and related workforce programs
like PowerCorps PHL offer a strong
example of the power that triple
bottom-line oriented policies have iIn
driving economic growth and job creation
in the green economy.

We recognize that securing
Philadelphia®s place at the forefront of
this emerging industry, clean energy
industry, also requires leadership at the
state level, and SBN is actively
advocating for state policies that will
drive investment in energy efficiency and
renewables. In the meantime,
consideration should be given to
developing new and/or expanding existing
programs that are equipping Philadelphia

residents, including our youth, to enter
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the clean energy economy.

Many of the recommendations
stated here were included in part of --
as part of Greenworks 2016, the signature
program of the Office of Sustainability,
which Christine talked so well about.

The Office of Sustainability has gone
years without the needed budget
investment to scale up capacity and yet
It continues to have i1ts scope expanded.
Again, you heard from Christine on all of
the wonderful things that the Office of
Sustainability is working on and trying
to accomplish.

So this raises the question for
us as to how committed is the City to
pairing its good intentions with action.
We recognize that budgeting 1s an
exercise In scarcity and funding is
limited and there are competing
priorities. But not iInvesting iIn
sustainability means holding onto the
false notion that 1t requires an

either/or choice. Environmental
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responsibility and social equity are not
mutually exclusive with economic
progress. On the contrary, they are
wildly complementary, as exemplified by
our members and tens of thousands of
businesses like them across the country.

Thank you for the opportunity
to appear before this Committee. |1 look
forward to answering your questions.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Okay. We
do have a couple.

Good afternoon. Welcome back.

MS. ROBINSON: Good afternoon.
Thank you so much for your leadership on
these i1ssues and for convening these
hearings. | am Liz Robinson. 1 direct
the Energy Coordinating Agency. ECA i1s a
non-profit with over 30 years of
experience iIn energy services, market
transformation, training, and workforce
development.

ECA i1s the largest energy
efficiency and heating provider in

Philly, and our primary experience is 1In
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residential and small buildings. ECA
coordinates low-income energy service
delivery through our citywide network of
14 neighborhood energy centers, and we
also operate the region®s only nationally
accredited building science training
center to prepare local men and women for
careers in the rapidly growing clean
energy Industry.

The climate is already
changing, as we can see from the fact
that spring arrived in late February,
followed by winter in March and 2016 was
the warmest year on record.

In the interest of time, 1°d
just like to focus comments on how
climate change will Impact the average
Philadelphian and what additional steps
the City can take to reduce those
impacts.

First, summers will continue to
get hotter. This means higher and higher
electric bills for those who use air

conditioning and more and more
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heat-related deaths. The Health
Department and the Office of
Sustainability have done some great
modeling work together to predict how
much hotter i1t will get and, frankly,
it"s frightening. All the climate models
predict rapid dramatic Increases iIn
temperature and heat-related death. Even
the most optimistic analyses project that
we will have a month of days over 90 and
more than a week of days over 100 by
2025. I don"t know about you, but 1
never wanted to live iIn that kind of
climate.

Second, many diseases will
continue to increase, including asthma,
West Nile, Lyme, and possibly Zika.
Philly already has an asthma epidemic.
Asthma i1s the leading cause of childhood
absence from school and the primary cause
of emergency room visits among children.
Public health crises will become far more
commonplace and harder to solve.

Third, rainfall will continue
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to rise and downpours will continue to
Increase iIn intensity, leading to more
damage to infrastructure, more frequent
flooding of basements and streets, and
accelerating deterioration of roofs.

Fourth, sea level rise and
stormwater surge will continue and,
frankly, it will begin to affect property
value. South Philly will be one of the
first to be affected.

Fifth, impact on agriculture
and food production. As climate change
proceeds, i1t will have a negative impact
on plants and animals and will affect
food production. Food will certainly
become more expensive.

So we know that we must do more
to both adapt to climate change since it
IS proceeding much faster than anyone
expected, and we must do everything we
can to mitigate climate change.

IT we give up on mitigation and
just try to adapt, we will be caught In a

death spiral. Unless we slow i1t down,
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climate change will continue to worsen
faster than we can adapt. So we must
slow 1t down and try to stabilize the
climate once again. We must do both,
mitigate and adapt.

Given that money is always in
short supply in Philly, we should
prioritize climate mitigation strategies
that save money and those that are
two-fers; that i1s, they help us adapt and
mitigate.

The single most important thing
we can do is to save energy. You knew I
was going to say that, right? No
surprise. But it"s true. Energy
efficiency i1s the cleanest, cheapest, and
safest form of energy. It also creates
more local jobs than any other form of
energy. As much as I love solar, 1 love
energy efficiency more. And it happens
to be one of the very few sources of
energy that Philly has 1In abundance. As
Alex has said, we waste gobs and gobs of

It every day. The ACEEE produced an
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excellent potential study a few years
ago, found that Pennsylvania would save
$5 billion a year and create 27,000
full-time jobs if we reduced our energy
consumption by 2025. This is entirely
doable. We"ve gotten slow. Frankly, the
only major area in the Greenworks plan
under Mayor Nutter, which was not
terribly successful, was energy
efficiency, and 1 hope that we can turn
that around 1In the next Administration.

We need to embrace Mayor
Kenney®"s goal of reducing carbon
emissions by 80 percent by 2050. Not
only will this slow climate change, it
will put billions of dollars into the
pockets of Philadelphia residents and
businesses, creating thousands of
good-paying jobs and mimprove our building
stock.

Second, we need to iImprove our
building codes. As Matt Walker remarked,
we really have a building boom going on

in the City. We need to require new
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construction to meet 2015 energy codes
rather than 2009 energy codes. That will
be almost no cost to the City of
Philadelphia.

Thirdly, cool roofs.
Philadelphia®s cool roof ordinance
introduced by now-Mayor Kenney currently
covers only new construction. While this
I1s extremely helpful, the ordinance
should be amended to cover all new roofs.
Cool roofs are an example of a measure
with multiple co-benefits. They reduce
cooling load by about 20 percent, saving
energy and money. They extend the life
of the roof, and because they increase
the earth"s albedo, or reflectance, they
actually help slow climate change.
Perhaps most importantly for
Philadelphia, they can reduce indoor air
temperature on extremely hot days and can
reduce heat-related death.

Fourth, public education on
climate change. Residents need to be

much better informed, and they need to
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know what they can do to protect
themselves, their family, and their
property. Public schools must do much
more, and our community organizations can
do much more.

The City has, I would say, a
beginning of a climate change plan. It"s
called Growing Stronger, Toward a Climate
Ready Philadelphia, and the Office of
Sustainability is now working on an
Energy Master Plan and i1s undertaking a
Transportation Master Plan. These are
really excellent initial steps, but I
would recommend strongly that we engage a
very broad set of stakeholders in the
planning process to both educate the
public and improve the plans.

Climate change is the greatest
threat to our quality of life. It needs
to be moved from the back burner to the
front burner In terms of the City"s
priorities. Effectively addressing
climate change will improve public

health, drive economic development, and
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improve the quality of life for all
Philadelphians. | look forward to
working with Council on this effort.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Thank you
all very, very much. Again, a number of
opportunities and iInstructions for action
on these multiple i1ssues around growing a
cleaner Philadelphia.

I want to ask that Councilman
Green take the mic.

COUNCILMAN GREEN: Thank you,
Madam Chair.

And I wanted to thank this
panel, each of you In your own way.
Through Delaware Valley Green Building
Council to Sustainable Business Network
or ECA have all demonstrated and
i1llustrated the fact that we often, when
we have the conversation regarding
environment and being green, we think
about some of the negative impacts that
we will be confronted with 1T we don"t

have a better grip and start making
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changes i1n behavior, but we also don"t
hear as much about the economic benefits
of sustainability and being more
environmentally friendly and
conservation. And 1 know, Alex, we"ve
been at YouthBuild Charter School
regarding initiatives they“ve had. With
SBN 1 participated in their panels. |1
know they do a great job iIn trying to
promote entrepreneurship in the
sustainable 1ndustry, and then Liz with
ECA, the training that you®ve done and
the entrepreneurs you®ve helped spin off
out of the work you®"ve done. | had a
great chance to tour your facility.

So | guess the question is,
what more can be done to help to better
promote the fact that this topic can
provide workforce opportunities in not
just the City of Philadelphia but urban
areas around the country, especially
where jobs are so needed, as well as the
entrepreneurship side, provide real

opportunities to help grow businesses in
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cities where we need additional dollars
coming Into our General Fund and we can
help support entrepreneurs? So I™m
curious from your perspective, how can we
help using this issue and this
perspective to help increase workforce
for people that need jobs and also help
entrepreneurs to help grow jobs in our
city?

MS. ROBINSON: Well, I"m sure
the others have some thoughts, but 1°11
start with i1t really starts with policy
and policy alignment, and I think the
City has done some very good initial
policy steps, but 1 think we"re ready to
build on those, and code i1s a huge
driver.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: What did
you say 1S?

MS. ROBINSON: Code, building
code and energy efficiency code. And 1
know that the City i1s looking at how to
improve the building code. But we can

get over the hurdles that we have. It
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will take some careful thought. But, for
example, Incentivizing builders. Let"s
say the City were to give rather than the
ten-year tax abatement a five-year tax
abatement to everybody but a ten-year tax
abatement to those that exceeded the 2009
code and moved up to 2015 on a voluntary
basis. It doesn®"t have to pass state.
You know, no state involvement necessary.
It"s a voluntary issue. To use the
carrots that the City already 1is
providing but get something in return,
something other than just, frankly, a
building that should no longer be
permitted to be built.

So there really are ways. |1
think the City has more tools than i1t is
using and stronger policy alignment so
policy drives the economic engine of this
industry. That creates jobs. So
training and policy have to go together
so that you"re creating the market at the
same time that you®re training the

workers to meet that demand. And we"re
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not doing everything we can be doing. So
I think we need to look more carefully at
that.

And then, frankly, iIn the
workforce development side of things, |1
know that the new Director of Philly
Works i1s beginning to look at
sustainability. Unfortunately, the last
Director didn"t look at i1t at all and it
was a huge wasted opportunity. But we
can again look -- there"s so many things.
One thing just to mention very quickly to
you, l"ve been pushing for many, many
years that there be a bulk purchasing
program for everybody who does business
with the City of Philadelphia for all
energy efficiency, high energy efficiency
products, period. So every small mom and
pop contractor can access high efficiency
materials at a very low price. That puts
everybody on a slightly more even footing
and will incentivize small business
growth.

So there are a lot of things

Page 131

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on The Enviornment
March 22, 2017

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/22/17 - ENVIRONMENT - RES. 170095

that can be done and we have the tools to
do them, but we just need to lay them out
one after the other and go forward.

MS. SHIPP: And 1 would agree
that all policy affects the economy iIn
some way, shape or form. It"s just what
kind of economy do we want, what kind of
businesses do we want to support to
start, grow, and thrive. And so -- and
we, SBN, want to see a more green and
inclusive economy in the Greater
Philadelphia region. So what are
policies -- what are triple bottom-line
oriented policies that we can think of
that can help us get there, right? So
Green City, Clean Waters is a plan, but
It"s driving significant public and
private investment, and that iIs driving
work towards our local businesses iIn
sustainable landscape design, build,
maintenance, and material supplies,
right?

Energy efficiency and renewable

energy 1s yet another way that we can
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drive business towards businesses that
provide product -- related products and
services, right, to the consumer, whether
they“"re a public entity or a private
consumer. Procurement is yet another way
that we can think about
institutionalizing some of these
practices, right? So procure with your
local business. Procure with your
sustainably-minded business. So anything
that we can think of when 1t comes to
preferences, which the City already has
for W/M/DBE firms, what can we do to add
a local piece i1n there, right? Like
let"s make sure that those firms are
local, because that really does help with
sustainability in terms of the supply
chain and everything that goes along with
it.

And so, again, | mean, it"s all
about policy, and so we"d love to keep
working with you guys on thinking about
policy that does drive the right kind of

business and the right kind of economic
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growth for the region. And we"re seeing
examples of that in other -- we"re seeing
examples of that like in California. 1
mean, California has like crazy
regulations around the environment, and
they"re seeing their economy grow In the
double digits, you know, and that"s
against other states. So there are
strong examples out there of how this
plays out, and we"re again seeing It here
in Philadelphia as 1t relates to green
infrastructure. So the models are there.
We just have to think about the policies
together.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Alex, 1n
your testimony you mentioned the
Advancing Green Building: A Policy
Framework for Philadelphia®s Built
Environment, and in that report are you
looking at public buildings as well, like
school buildings and the like?

MR. DEWS: Yeah, absolutely.
We"re looking at all sectors. There"s

specific ideas that are targeted at
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various sectors, some that are on the
residential side, various standards that
are more appropriate for residential
buildings and then some practices; for
example, the large building energy
modeling suggestion i1s also for all
sectors but at a certain size. We see
different tools and different practices
that are appropriate for different
buildings, but energy efficiency iIs an
opportunity that"s available to every
single building.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Okay. All
right, then. [I"m putting stickies on
these pages where | want to do subsequent
follow-up with you all. Know that we
appreciate all that you do, and 1 know
that the three of you are on the front
line. My office has worked closely with
each one of your organizations, and It"s
a pleasure that we are reading from the
same sheet of music. Thank you very
much.

(Thank you.)
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COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You're
welcome.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Our next
panel, Karen Melton with the Philadelphia
Chapter of Citizens®™ Climate Lobby; Terry
Williams and Joanne Graham, Eastwick
Friends and Neighbors Coalition; Jerome
Shabazz, Overbrook Environment Education
Center; and Susie Wilmerding, Chair of
the Friends of the Wissahickon.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Good
afternoon. Please be seated, and we"ll
start with Karen Melton, Philadelphia
Chapter of Citizens®™ Climate Lobby.

MS. MELTON: Good afternoon and
thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Welcome.

MS. MELTON: Thank you for the
opportunity to share some recommendations
with you. My name is Karen Melton and I

am here representing the Philadelphia
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Chapter of Citizens®™ Climate Lobby.
We"re a 501(c)(3), non-partisan
organization with chapters in almost
every congressional district in the U.S.
promoting solutions on climate change.

And I"m going to skip over some
of my general material and go right to
some suggestions in the interest of time.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: 1
appreciate that.

MS. MELTON: There are maps
available from SeaGrant out of University
of Delaware showing which neighborhoods
are going to be underwater or regularly
flooded as a result of sea level rise,
and a lot of the sea level rise is
inevitable given the amount of CO2
already i1n the atmosphere. 1 think 1t"s
time to go ahead and start meeting with
those neighborhoods and thinking about
what"s 1n the future for them.

Invest as much as you possibly
can in this Philadelphia Energy Campaign

for homes and businesses. We will soon
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be averaging 30 days per summer above 90
degrees i1n Philadelphia, increasing to as
many as 80 days by the end of the century
iIT we don"t get off fossil fuels.

Housing retrofits will help protect
vulnerable populations from month-long
heat waves, while creating jobs and
reducing energy bills.

The recently announced energy
upgrade program for schools i1s very
positive, but you should require the
services company you hire to seek savings
by means other than natural gas.

(Applause.)

MS. MELTON: The price of
natural gas is only going to go up over
the next 20 years, and the price of
renewables i1s only going to continue to
go down. We should be outfitting our
schools for the 21st century, and
renewable technologies will pay for
themselves iIn that timeframe.

More hot weather will only

worsen ozone and i1ts associated health
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impacts. Please make Air Management
Services do 1ts job, beginning with
enforcing the air quality standards that
Philadelphia Energy Solutions ignores
every day.

(Applause.)

MS. MELTON: SEPTA has pledged
not to spend any money on sustainability,
and they cite that resolution like i1t"s
an accomplishment. Please explain
sustainability to SEPTA and get them on
track to a system based on renewables,
and please stop their plan to dot this
city with gas-fired power plants,
starting with the one they®"re voting on
tomorrow in Nicetown. And they have told
us 1n public meetings that they view the
Nicetown project as a demonstration
project and they have a whole list of
other locations 1In mind.

And, last, please make land use
and development policies that prioritize
green spaces and community gardens. The

community garden movement IS SO important
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in feeding Philadelphia, and when the
bread basket of Midwest U.S. has dried up
from drought and aquifer depletion, those
community gardens will become ever more
important iIn feeding our city.

So thank you for listening.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You"re
very, very welcome, Ms. Karen Melton.
Thank you.

Good afternoon, Jerome Shabazz.

MR. SHABAZZ: Good afternoon,
Madam Chair, fellow Councilmembers. It"s
a pleasure to be here today. My name is
Jerome Shabazz. 1"m the Executive
Director of JASTECH Development Services
and the Overbrook Environmental Education
Center.

My testimony today is to
emphasize the need for and support of
environmental policy that governs how our
local government protects i1ts most
vulnerable citizens.

In the area of environmental

jJustice and equity, it"s an important
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aspect of how we need to move forward
relative to our citizens who may not be
as familiar with these complicated and
sometimes technical concepts related to
energy and environmental awareness.

For nearly 20 years, our
organization has taken on this unique
challenge of giving meaning and
definition to these complicated
principles and policies around the built
and natural environments. In many cases,
we have to do this with community members
who do not have the luxury of having the
time to take inventory of the air and
water and land inventories of their
community. Just like politics,
environmental impacts are typically
local.

So from our iInception, we"ve
viewed ourselves as promoters of
environmental justice and equity for all
of our citizens, but with a particular
emphasis on our most vulnerable

communities.
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The Environmental Protection
Agency defines environmental justice as
the fair treatment and meaningful
involvement of all people regardless of
their race, color, national origin or
income with respect to the development,
implementation, and enforcement of
environmental laws, regulations, and
policies.

These are Important
distinctions, considering that
environmental iImpacts and hazards that
disproportionately affect the poor,
elderly, African American communities,
Latino communities, Native Americans 1In
the United States as well as native
reservations, 1It"s a very
disproportionate impact that we need to
be aware of.

The environmental iInequity
problem in our nation is pervasive. So
much so that In 1992, environmental
justice activities around the country led

to a call by then-President George Bush,
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Sr. to establish the Environmental Equity
Working Group, and In 1994, President
Clinton i1ssued Executive Order 12898 to
address environmental justice In minority
and low-i1ncome populations. This
Executive Order directed the federal
government to make environmental justice
a part of a federal decision-making
process.

And 1t 1s my testimony today
that 1t"s essential for our local
government to embrace a similar process
of decision-making that includes equity
and justice, one that requires all of our
construction and development projects and
utility companies to respect not only our
built and natural environment but the
dignity of the people that i1t Impacts.

So environmental justice began
as and remains a civil right. 1In 2013,
our center, the Overbrook Environmental
Education Center, received an
Environmental Justice Grant to provide

support for three communities in West

Page 143

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on The Enviornment
March 22, 2017

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/22/17 - ENVIRONMENT - RES. 170095
Philadelphia, and this was a pilot
project and 1t was designed to provide
five major outcomes, and one was to
develop community input around
environmental issues; two, to identify
critical behaviors that target
communities regarding clean water and
toxic substances; three, to identify
community perceptions of barriers that
benefit the target behaviors; four,
implement a community-based participatory
campaign to target behaviors; and, five,
to build community capacity through
meaningful involvement to address future
environmental issues.

We are fortunate enough to have
the wonderful talent of Drs. Susan Stein
and late Lisa Ulmer, who did an
extraordinary job of creating an
epidemiology profile of this West
Philadelphia neighborhoods, and the
research identified more than the built
and natural environment impacts. It

talks a lot about the domestic toxins
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that affect our community, such as lead,
mold, asbestos, radon, and pest issues,
disproportionately affecting communities
in West Philadelphia and North
Philadelphia.

One of the most alarming issues
was around this matter of lead. It was
SO pervasive in the community that
statistics were showing that between 84
and 90 percent of all of our city"s homes
had lead within them and particularly the
ones built before 1978.

In recent published articles,
particularly this article we were
attracted to in the Philadelphia Inquirer
entitled "Toxic City Lead Paint,' the
paper stated that nearly 2,700 children
tested in Philadelphia had harmful levels
of lead 1n their blood. And Philadelphia
continues to struggle with this problem
to eradicate lead from our poorest and
most vulnerable neirghborhoods.

Currently 1 think my colleague

Maurice Sampson mentioned earlier that
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the Overbrook Center is working with
Clean Water Action to launch a Lead
Awareness Philly Campaign, and we"re also
doing an EPA RRP Lead Safety
Certification campaign for contractors,
and the concept is very simple. It"s to
establish the fundamental community-based
initiatives that allow the people who are
impacted the most to have a way to be
engaged i1n these environmental issues.

We talk about some very lofty
concepts here, and we talk about
principles that are far beyond In some
cases the awareness of what the resident
can engage in, and we have to find a way
to make policy that allows people to feel
as though they are part of the
development of our city as we move
forward.

IT we move into renewable
energy, we can"t leave behind that
neighbor in North Philadelphia and West
Philadelphia who may not have the

resources to keep up with the comparative
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experience and what renewables and what
the fossil energy systems are doing.

We can"t leave behind people
who have disproportional impacts on their
health because they can®t afford to
remove toxic chemicals out of their home.
We have to make sense of 1t. We have to
make meaning of 1t. We have to create
policy that makes this the new normal.

It can"t be that when there®s an issue,
that we"re responding to these issues
insistently. We have to be able to
create policies that make 1t a standard
by which we adhere to as part of our
city.

And 1t 1S my testimony here
today that 1 encourage this Committee to
embrace these standard policies, make
them permanent, the same way we have
these permanent rules on the federal
level where contractors have to take iInto
consideration impact of environmental
justice. We need to have standards here

in Philadelphia that takes into
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consideration from all departments,
whether they"re working with contractors,
whether they"re working in community
development, to be able to take iInto
consideration how 1t"s impacting the
people we serve.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Thank you.

Good afternoon. 1 want to
invite Terry Williams and Joanne Graham,
Eastwick Friends and Neighbors Coalition.
Thank you very much.

Don"t go anywhere, Ms. Susie.

MR. WILLIAMS: Councilwoman
Reynolds Brown, 1 want to thank you for
this opportunity --

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You"re
welcome. Pull the mic closer to you,
please.

MR. WILLIAMS: -- to present to
you and the Committee members. Yes. My
name 1s Terry Williams. 1 am the
spokesperson for the Eastwick Friends and

Neighbors Coalition. We are a grassroots

Page 148

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on The Enviornment
March 22, 2017

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/22/17 - ENVIRONMENT - RES. 170095
community organization of residents,
Eastwick residents. Within our
coalition, we have environmentalists,
scientists, and some legal folk. Joanne
and 1 represent a community that floods.
So we have direct human experience on
what that"s like, the trauma, the sense
of loss, and just the anxiety when
weather changes that the folks In my
neighborhood experience as a result.

Climate change is certainly
going to impact Eastwick dramatically.
We are also a coastal urban neighborhood,
which many folk might not be familiar
with that term, but because of the
confluence between the Darby Creek and
the Cobbs Creek, we are subject to the
tidal influences of the Atlantic Ocean.
And during Floyd in 1999, we flooded, and
a good third to a half of Eastwick
flooded. During Sandy, Mayor Nutter came
to Eastwick and ordered a complete
evacuation. Even though we were in the

crosshairs of Sandy, God blessed us and
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kind of sent it out to sea and i1t came up
to New Jersey and New York, and we see
what happened there.

I want to kind of concentrate
my testimony on giving some folks
remembrances of what happened during
Katrina, for example. The communities in
the Ninth Ward in Katrina, those folk
were not prepared for what occurred, the
disaster that occurred in that city. |
here want to share with the Committee the
importance of having policy that speaks
to emergency preparedness of residents in
these urban neighborhoods, and I have a
few suggestions that | would like to
offer the Committee to consider, one of
which has to do with possibly conducting
town hall type meetings In Councilmanic
Districts dealing with the issues
relative to climate change i1n urban
neighborhoods.

(Applause.)

MR. WILLIAMS: There are a

number of challenges In our inner city
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neighborhoods with regards to dramatic
changes i1n the climate. However, folks
have got to become acclimated to these
Issues and acclimated in a way that they
are very understandable and very much
accessible.

I would suggest that the
organizations like the Town Watch
volunteers, block captains, and even the
RCOs could play a role iIn beginning to
educate and acclimate their populations
on the issues of climate change, and that
hits 1t right at the street level so
that -- and 1 would think that i1t would
be very developmental 1t the City were to
incentivize RCOs, block captains, and the
Town Watch organizations to put climate
change on their agendas as they meet on
various zoning issues, crime and safety,
and block clean-ups. Let"s put climate
change and the impacts they"re going to
have on their neighborhoods on their
agendas.

I also feel that i1t would be
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prudent to suggest that the Office of
Energy Management identify shelters that
are accessible for handicapped, elderly,
children, and pets during or in the event
of a disaster.

We had an experience out 1in
Eastwick during Floyd where the folks who
were evacuating were directed to John
Bartram High School. John Bartram High
School was i1nadequately prepared for that
type of initiative. 1 went there at
about 1 o"clock 1In the morning. There
was water in Bartram. Eastwick was
flooded and Bartram was flooding almost.
There were cots and just no sense of
organization or preparation for the
elderly, the folks that were in
wheelchairs, et cetera, et cetera. It
broke my heart.

During Sandy, 1 didn"t get a
chance to get to West Philadelphia High,
which was one of the targeted sites as a
shelter during Sandy, but my neighbors

that got there said 1t was a mess. Okay?
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And 1 would suggest to you, Councilwoman,
that the Office of Emergency Management
could do much better iIn planning.
Hopefully they won*"t have to use the
plan, but at least have a plan that is
workable and makes sure that the sites
that are identified for emergency shelter
are properly equipped for the elderly,
children, the handicapped, and folks with
pets.

Again, 1 want to thank you for
your time, and we will certainly be iIn
contact with your office to provide any
assistance iIn developing these policies.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Okay.

Good afternoon.

MS. GRAHAM: Good afternoon,
and thank you for this opportunity to
speak before you, Councilwoman Reynolds
Brown. And i1f you recall, about five
years ago | sat at this table and we
talked about the problems facing
Eastwick. At that time, we were here to

stop development by Korman. And we were
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successftul over the past several years in
stopping that development, but Eastwick
continues to face very critical issues.

As Terry has stated, Eastwick
IS an environmental justice community,
and we have a heavy environmental burden
before us. In addition to flooding,
there are pollutants from -- we have
several thoroughfares. We"re right off
of 95, 76, Bartram Avenue, 84th Street,
and Lindbergh Boulevard, all of which
have at least two to three lanes, not to
mention oil refineries. We have jet fuel
from the hundreds of airplanes that land
and take off from the Philadelphia
International Airport every day, and we
have two Superfund sites that have
pollutants that leach Into the soil in
the community.

There 1s a high rate of asthma
in Philadelphia that exceeds some major
cities throughout the country. There is
a high cancer rate i1n Eastwick as well.

So there are numerous ISsues.
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I also would like to thank all
of the other panelists who have come up
and spoken about the various
environmental issues that the communities
are facing.

But while we talk about climate
change, for many that®"s a concept, but
for Eastwick, residents in Eastwick know
what climate change is all about. We
have been living with that for decades.
In fact, as Terry mentioned -- and |1
don"t want to belabor the iIssue, because
our issue has been expressed ad nauseam
not only here today but throughout the
past several years, as we have testified
before City Council on several occasions
and as we have testified before FEMA and
other organizations in an effort to bring
attention and remedy situations in
Eastwick.

But what I want to emphasize
here 1s, our number one issue for this
community i1s flood mitigation. We also

have vacant properties In Eastwick, and
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while we are fortunate to be iIn the midst
of a planning process, we really need to
make sure that any development that takes
place In Eastwick is sustainable
development. We do not and we cannot
afford to see development that is going
to exacerbate existing flooding
conditions.

We really need to focus on the
shuttered schools 1In Eastwick and making
sure that those schools, Bartram,
Motivation, ComTech, and Pepper Middle
Schools, which have become major dumping
sites for —-

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Is that
right?

MS. GRAHAM: -- for contractors
coming to our communities at night or
during the day and dump hundreds of tires
each year, all kinds of trash. Even a
body was dumped in Pepper Middle
School -- on Pepper Middle School ground
about a year ago.

So we have these vacant
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properties, we have flooding, we have a
number of issues that we"re facing. And
while 1 appreciate the conversation
that"s taking place around these issues,
residents 1In Eastwick are extremely
frustrated. Those of us here today who
are from Eastwick have been -- are
probably some of the more fortunate ones
who have not had six feet of water iIn our
homes during Hurricane Floyd, but for
many families, that"s not the case. And
we"re here on their behalf and on behalf
of all of those from our community who
continue to come to community meetings
that we host and are very frustrated
because they feel that no movement is
taking place. Instead of remedying and
instead of any relief, they"re now facing
exorbitant high i1nsurance rates,
prohibitive insurance rates. Many people
cannot afford them. These are
individuals, for the most part, who have
come to Eastwick maybe 30, 40 years ago,

raised young families, who are now --

Page 157

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on The Enviornment
March 22, 2017

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/22/17 - ENVIRONMENT - RES. 170095
they"re now empty-nesters and they“re
senior citizens and they"re retired and
they are on a fixed income, and their
Insurance rates are now almost exceeding
what thelr mortgages were.

So we"re here to really find
relief for these families, for our
community as a whole, and we just beseech
you to pay attention to the testimony
that has been given here today.

We are at a critical juncture.
And, again, while climate change may be a
concept for some, i1t"s very real, and I
don"t believe we can see another 10 or 15
years In this community without some
major drastic change and relief.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Indeed.

MS. GRAHAM: Again, | thank
you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Your
testimony i1s incredibly compelling, and I
would welcome a chance to sit down with
you all and the District Councilperson,

because any and all development matters
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start with the District Councilperson,
and to further deepen that discussion
about where Eastwick 1s headed from a
development perspective. My office will
be more than glad to coordinate a meeting
with Councilman Kenyatta Johnson on that
matter.

MS. GRAHAM: Thank you. Thank
you very much.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You"re
welcome. You are welcome.

And Ms. Susie.

MS. WILMERDING: Wirlmerding.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:
Wilmerding. Thank you.

MS. WILMERDING: Thank you for
hosting us today, Councilwoman.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You"re
welcome.

MS. WILMERDING: My name 1is
Susie Wilmerding and 1"m a volunteer
Chairman of the Conservation Committee
for the Friends of the Wissahickon. 1™m

speaking today In support of several
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initiatives that are critically important
to the current and future state of
Philadelphia®s environment and public
health.

For 93 years, Friends of the
Wissahickon has been the steward of the
Wissahickon Valley Park, the beautiful
stretch of Fairmount Park in the
Northwest section of the City. FOW"s
2,000 members and 900 volunteers maintain
and preserve trails and historic
structures, care for native plant and
animal species, and protect the
watershed. Each year our creek
contributes to the drinking water of
350,000 Philadelphians, and our trees
sequester an estimated 2,700 tons of CO2.
Our park welcomes 1.1 million visitors a
year .

The Wissahickon Valley Park
serves as a social and economic anchor
for some of Philadelphia®™s most stable
and beautiful neighborhoods - Roxborough,

Manayunk, East Falls, Germantown, Mount
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Airy, and Chestnut Hill.

The protections that Council
has established for the Wissahickon
watershed and park directly contribute to
Philadelphians®™ health, economic
security, and quality of life. Today I
am here to ask this Committee and all of
Council to support healthy parks and
healthy communities across the City for
the benefit of all Philadelphians by
supporting the following initiatives:

Philadelphia Water®s Green
City, Clean Waters is an innovative
solution to a national problem. Cities
across the country are looking to
Philadelphia®s leadership and using green
over gray infrastructure as a way to
manage stormwater, create jobs, and
improve quality of life for residents.
Ensuring that all City departments have
incentives and resources to participate
in the implementation of this program
through the Clean Water Act Task Force is

essential to the future of our city.
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Philadelphia Water is also a
key player, along with 12 upstream
municipalities and non-profit partners in
the Wissahickon Clean Water Partnership.
Through this partnership, Philadelphia is
again leading the way for the nation by
working collectively with other
municipalities on alternatives to meet
the federally mandated total maximum
daily loads for a drinkable waterway.
This process will take years, and Council
should take pride 1In and support this
complex effort.

Rebuild offers our city a
unique opportunity to Invest in
infrastructure and quality of life. We
hope that Council will ensure that these
improvements are made sustainably and
equitably across our city, incorporating
best management practices pioneered by
our Water Department and respecting the
knowledge and guidance of our Parks and
Recreation Department.

We also hope that
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Councilmembers will consider further
assisting watershed health by creating
targeted open space preservation tax
incentives for City property owners,
consistently enforcing and reinforcing
the Wissahickon watershed overlay to
promote smart development in the
Northwest, and broadening the watershed
protection legislation enjoyed by the
Wissahickon watershed to extend to the
areas surrounding all of our watershed
parks.

Thank you for your attention.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You are
very, very welcome. And | can assure
you, without contradiction, that all 17
members of City Council are paying
exceedingly close attention with eyes
like a laser beam on Rebuild and how
that"s being rolled out to capture all of
what you"ve spoken about and more,
because we got one time to get Rebuild
right for an effort -- a very promising

initiative that will last the next five
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to ten years. And so Councilmembers are
adamant about making sure we turn over
every single pebble to get that right.
So that you can be assured of.

MS. WILMERDING: That"s great.
Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Thank you
for your testimony.

And 1T we could please ask
Charles Philips of Peace and Social
Concerns Committee. Welcome to the
witness table. William Cozzens, Ph.D.,
Germantown Friends Meeting. Welcome.
Reverend Cheryl Pyrch, Pennsylvania
Interfaith Power & Light. And Ms. Oh of
the Serenity House.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Good
afternoon. |If we could have Charles
Philips, Peace and Social Concerns
Committee. Please proceed with your
testimony.

(No response.)
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COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: No
problem. Then we"ll move to William
Cozzens, Ph.D., Germantown Friends
Meeting. Welcome, and thank you all for
your patience, because it does matter
when you have activists who have a lot to
say.-

DR. COZZENS: That"s right.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: So thank
you very, very much.

DR. COZZENS: Thank you. My
name is William Cozzens. 1 go by Bill.
So however you®d like to address me is
fine. Nobody ever calls me Dr. Cozzens,
so | don"t expect that.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: Well,
you worked real hard for that title.

DR. COZZENS: Well, i1f you want
to, 1711 accept 1t.

An advantage of going late In a
set of testimony like this i1s I can skip
some of the points that 1 wanted to make
which have been, 1 think, adequately

emphasized by other speakers. Part of my
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testimony was to stress -- and It"s
included 1n my written testimony -- the
importance of energy efficiency, both for
the private sector and City and School
District buildings, and 1 think those
points have been very well made by Liz
Robinson, Christine Knapp, Adam Garber,
Alex, and Matt Walker. So I would like
to add my voice just to endorse the
points they®"ve made, both about the need
to move as quickly as possible towards
solar energy and also the benefit and
value of i1nvestment in energy efficiency
both for our schools, our public
buildings, libraries, police stations,
recreation centers, et cetera, and also
our non-profit Institutions, churches and
educational institutions. They are some
of the biggest employers in the City, and
their facilities are very important for
the overall efficiency of the City.

What 1°d like to do i1s just
emphasize a few points that 1 don"t think

have been mentioned adequately. Matt
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Walker suggested that the Council and the
City look at the tax abatement program
for new construction, and that was one of
the points that 1 wanted to make as well.
I think tax abatements should be reserved
or made conditional on high energy
efficiency buildings as opposed to any
new construction. Eventually -- and
there probably requires some evolution
toward this -- might be a ten-year
timeframe or even a 20-year timeframe, we
should be looking at eventually requiring
net zero energy consumption in order to
qualify for the ten-year tax abatement.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: You call
It net energy?

DR. COZZENS: Net zero energy.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Okay.

DR. COZZENS: These are
buildings which between their very high
degree of iInsulation and their
availability of solar and geothermal
basically are not requiring any energy

input from the grid or from our gas and
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other infrastructure.

A second point that 1 think
that hasn"t really been emphasized enough
today 1s the transportation sector.
Transportation and motor fuels 1 think
are second only to buildings in terms of
the air pollution and the greenhouse
gases that they generate. We should take
a multi-pronged approach here. First of
all, anything -- iIn support of SEPTA,
anything that the City can do to get
people out of their cars would benefit us
in terms of reducing carbon dioxide and
other air pollution, whether that"s
walking, riding bikes, but especially
taking public transportation.

I know a number of cities, one
where 1"ve done some consulting,
Portland, Oregon, actually has free
public transit within a certain distance
of the downtown, and that has resulted in
much higher utilization of public transit
and lower automobile usage iIn trips to

the downtown.
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Another area which we haven®t
really talked about i1s the City ought to
be looking at encouraging and even
requiring electric vehicle charging
infrastructure.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Yes.

DR. COZZENS: This is something
that 1 don"t think has been mentioned
today, but in my opinion, the
Philadelphia Parking Authority by a
specified date should be required to have
a percentage of their parking spaces
equipped with electric charging
capability, and also private parking
facilities also should be requiring a
percentage of their spaces include
electric charging capability for private
automobiles. This could also be extended
to SEPTA parking lots for regional rail
to include charging facilities. This
would also be a revenue stream
potentially, yes.

SEPTA should also be encouraged

to shift its electricity procurement to
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renewable sources for all of i1ts
electric-driven fTacilities, regional
rail, subway, trolleys, as rapidly as
possible. There are cities around the
globe that are -- In the Netherlands, we
have 100-some -- I think Amsterdam is now
100 percent renewable for i1ts public
transportation.

I would agree with Maurice
Sampson that the building of this
gas-fired plant 1n the Nicetown section,
that"s a 20-year at least commitment to
burning natural gas to produce
electricity, and that doesn"t -- that
would be a serious mistake, because iIn
that timeframe, renewables are going to
be much less expensive than natural gas.
So 1 would agree with several of the
other speakers who have said that SEPTA
really ought to be urged in no uncertain
terms to not go forward with this natural
gas-Tired electric generator station.

(Applause.)

DR. COZZENS: The one thing
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that 1 think Christine Knapp mentioned
but ought to be reemphasized Is energy
procurement. Philadelphia is PECO"s
largest customer, and we should really be
pushing PECO -- you should be exercising
your market power to push PECO to move
toward more renewable energy in 1ts own
portfolio. Right now PECO, a tiny
percentage of i1ts energy comes from
renewable sources. | think 1t"s about 2
percent is wind power and less than
one-half of 1 percent i1s solar power. So
you should really be pushing PECO,
negotiating with PECO to iIncrease its
renewable portfolio, or one threat you
have 1s that you should consider
switching to renewable energy suppliers.

Finally, 1711 make one last
point. 1 think on the political front,
Philadelphia really should be working on
a bipartisan basis with our House and
Senate delegation i1n Harrisburg to
support substantially increased state

renewable energy portfolio standards.
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This 1s something that would require PECO
to offer its customers, not only the City
but the population, businesses, and
residential customers as well, more wind
and solar power, which would help us
reduce our carbon footprint.

All of these things, especially
the energy efficiency and solar, are
going to have many benefits In addition
to addressing the climate change. One is
jJobs, as several people have mentioned.
There are potentially tens of thousands
of jobs 1n the energy efficiency and
solar area. Health, a reduction in
fossil fuel use 1s not only going to
reduce carbon dioxide, but i1t"s also
going to cut other forms of air
pollution, reducing asthma and other
respiratory diseases. Comfort and
safety, Investment in better i1nsulation
IS going to improve comfort during our
increasingly hot summers. And, finally,
cost savings over the long term as fuel

costs increase, including the potential
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eventual iImposition of a carbon tax iIf
our national government ever comes to its
senses on preventing climate change.

These public and private
Investments we make now are going to pay
off tremendously in reducing both the
City"s cost of energy and the cost to our
businesses and our residents.

111 stop there and be happy to
take any questions that you might have.
Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Thank you
for punctuating a number of
recommendations suggested by other
witnesses, and I have ten stars beside
your name.

DR. COZZENS: You"re welcome.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: For me,
that signals follow-up.

DR. COZZENS: Good.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Please,
Reverend Cheryl Pyrch.

MR. WINSLOW: Councilwoman

Reynolds Brown, Councilman Taubenberger,
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and Councilman Green, my name Is Peter
Winslow. Obviously I am not Reverend
Cheryl Pyrch. She had to leave. | am a
member of the Board of Pennsylvania
Interfaith Power & Light. Reverend Pyrch
IS speaking on their behalf, and with
your permission, 1°d like to provide you
with a sermon that she left me to read.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Okay.

MR. WINSLOW: My name is Cheryl
Pyrch. 1"m a Presbyterian pastor and
Co-Chair of the Philadelphia Chapter of
Pennsylvania Interfaith Power & Light.

People of faith responding to
climate change as an urgent moral issue.
1"d like to thank the City Council for
holding this hearing and the chance to
speak.

Climate change is a moral
iIssue, not just for people of faith but
for all of us. In the Book of
Deuteronomy, after Moses lays out the
commandments that have been summed up as

love the Lord your God with all your
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heart and mind and strength and your
neighbor as yourself, he says, | have set
before you life in prosperity, death iIn
adversity. Choose life so that you and
your descendents may live.

This 1s our choice today, and
our choice means life or death not only
for the people of Philadelphia but for
the people of Sudan and Bangladesh. Our
choice means life and death, not only for
those old enough to vote but for our
children and our grandchildren.

The science i1s clear. |IT we
don"t cut our fossil fuel use by half iIn
the next 30 years and move off of it
completely by the end of the century,
then the lifetime of today®s preschoolers
will face severe climate disruption, will
face economic chaos and violence.
Business as usual or even half measures
means death and adversity for billions of
people.

But i1t"s not too late to choose

life, to choose conservation and
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efficiencies, as you did with the Board
of Education initiative. It"s not too
late to choose solar and other truly
clean forms of clean energy rather than
new fossil fuel infrastructure such as
the proposed SEPTA gas plant in Nicetown.

We can"t be fooled by the
promise of short-term jobs or intimidated
by the threat of short-term costs. Such
jobs will not last, and the more we
delay, the greater the cost will be.

We at Interfaith Power & Light
implore the City Council to do the right
thing, to make choices that will be a
blessing, not a curse, to future
generations, for climate disruption 1is
the starkest kind of injustice. Those
who have done the least to cause It,
Philadelphians 1n high impact
neighborhoods, the young and future
generations, and those who are poor
around the world, will suffer most.

It"s not easy to choose life.

Leaders iIn Washington are choosing death
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and adversity. Powerful people are
choosing death and adversity. But with
climate change, the local i1s global, and
what we do in Philadelphia can make a
world of difference.

Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Thank you.
First time 1°ve learned of Pennsylvania
Interfaith Power & Light. 1 want to
thank you for that sermon. And
unfortunately you don"t have multiple
copies of that so that we can take
testimony with us?

MR. WINSLOW: 1 can certainly
reproduce i1t and send i1t to Steven.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Could you
please?

MR. WINSLOW: Sure.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: That"s
something we want to keep for the future.
Thank you.

Ms. Oh, Serenity House, good
afternoon.

MS. OH: Good afternoon. Thank
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you, members of the Council and also the
public.

As Quakers, we are called to
work for peace. Our understanding of
this work 1s not limited to the
abstinence of violence. This
understanding declares that the seeds of
war not live in any of our actions, that
we remove the very causes for war and
share equitably the earth and her fruits.

We recognize a sacred duty to
steward creation for future generations.
Friends call on the City to make radical
decisions needed to preserve our air, our
water, to safeguard our most vulnerable
population for the ongoing effects of
climate change, and to advance a fair,
sufficient, and effective national
climate change agreement.

Friends understand climate
change to be primarily driven by human
activities, a symptom of a broader
struggle to live sustainably and in

healthy ways on this earth.
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Friends recognize that the
current rise of greenhouse gas emissions
iIs leading to the unprecedented rate of
increase i1n global average surface
temperatures. This change i1s disrupting
familiar patterns i1in our seas, skies, and
across the land, to the extreme detriment
of the earth"s sensitive ecosystems and
species, which obviously would include
humans.

In Philadelphia, we are
experiencing, as it"s already been
mentioned, hotter and wetter weather,
making air worse for all of our capacity
to breathe, as well as causing storms.

We recognize a personal and collective
responsibility to ensure that the most
vulnerable peoples now and all our future
generations do not suffer as a
consequence of our actions made today,
yet they are already happening.

Here in Philadelphia we already
see the sick, the elderly, the poor among

us faring worse through summer heat waves

Page 179

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on The Enviornment
March 22, 2017

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/22/17 - ENVIRONMENT - RES. 170095

and winter code blues. We see too many
children, as it has already been said,
sent to hospitals with asthma exacerbated
by pollution and air, along with the mold
in both our schools and our homes. We
see this as a call to conscience and also
a call to health. We recognize the
connection between climate change and
global economic Injustice.

This 1s a time to question
assumptions of unlimited material growth
on a planet with limited natural
resources. We cannot buy our way to a
just world. We recognize that most
human-generated greenhouse gas emissions
are created by fossil fuel combustion.

We recognize that the City"s iIncreasing
population is supported by fossil fuels.
We recognize that our earth holds more
fossil fuel reserves than are safe to
burn and that the vast majority of fossil
fuel reserves, iIncluding Marcel shale,
must remain in the ground i1If we are to

prevent the catastrophic consequences of
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climate change. We, therefore, question
profoundly the continued iInvestment in
and subsidizing of fossil fuel
extraction.

Collectively and respectfully,
we stand to nurture a vision, a vision of
Philadelphia that prioritizes the
well-being of people over profit and that
we may live in sacred relationship with
our earth, a peaceful city with
meaningful employment, clean air and
water, with renewable energy and healthy
thriving communities.

We"re participating in that
through Serenity Soular, spelled
S-0-U-L-A-R, in collaborating with
Swarthmore College, Solar States, and
Serenity Soular working together to
create apprenticeship programs. We"ve
already put four young adults through
school. Two of them have been hired by
Serenity -- excuse me; by Solar States,
and we are doing at this point in time

extensive community education. We have
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solarized Serenity House. We are next
solarizing Morris Baptist -- Morris
Chapel Baptist Church, and we are moving
Iin the direction of solarizing New
Visions on Broad Street.

As members of this beautiful
human family, we seek meaningful
commitments from the members of City
Council, the office of Mayor Kenney, and
fellow Philadelphians to address climate
change for our shared future locally for
the earth as well as all the species,
which would include our four-leggeds and
generations to come. This is obviously
our home. It"s not their home. It"s our
home. Let us care for i1t together.

Thank you for your time and
attention.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Thank you
all for your testimony.

Could 1 please ask the
representative for Reverend Cheryl Pyrch,
your full name again, only for my notes

here, please.
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MR. WINSLOW: My name iIs Peter
Winslow.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Thank you.

Councilman Taubenberger, any
questions or comments?

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:
Comment. | just want to thank all the
witnesses. A lot of the things,
particularly the last table, were brought
up to us that, you know, you don®"t know
unless somebody tells you. 1 think we
all have concern for the environment. We
all want to see i1t better. 1 think 1t"s
essential for mankind, but to have
individuals come up with their collective
knowledge only helps our own knowledge.
So 1 thank you very, very much.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:
Absolutely. And provides us much, much,
much Instruction.

So thank you very much.

MR. WINSLOW: Thank you for
bearing with us for a long afternoon. We

appreciate it.

Page 183

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on The Enviornment
March 22, 2017

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

3/22/17 - ENVIRONMENT - RES. 170095

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: We
appreciate your patience.

And I want to please ask —- 1
have my notes here -- Meenal Raval, come
to the witness table.

Thank you all very, very much.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

MS. RAVAL: Well, I waited to
see 1T anybody else would mention this.
I*m going to talk about the Marcellus
shale. That"s the curse and that"s why
our state hasn"t been able to move
forward on climate action like
Massachusetts or other states have.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Sure.

MS. RAVAL: Some people think

our state i1s blessed with all that shale.

There are i1ssues with the extraction,
transportation, and consumption of this
gas. Extraction, which i1s known as
fracking, i1t involves pumping air iInto
the ground to get the gas out -- well,

water and chemicals. So people nearby,
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which 1s far for us in Western
Pennsylvania, were fowling up their air
and water. How to get the gas to us is
by pipelines. The pipelines spill, leak
Into waterways across our state. So
there are people without drinking water
In our state --

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: That"s
right.

MS. RAVAL: -- as a result.
And those pipelines are all headed
towards Southeastern Pennsylvania. There
are several pipelines. 1"m not going to
get into that.

And the third is consumption.

It"s all headed for us to our area,
either for burning, like SEPTA with the
gas plant. 1°m the fifth person to
mention that. Or i1nto Marcus Hook and
export, and the exports are mainly for
plastic bags. It"s not something we
really need.

So we"re raping our countryside

and ending up here and fowling the air iIn
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the City, In the refineries. It is not
needed.

So we need to take a stand
against fossil fuel build-out, whether
It"s 1n the schools. If the school needs
a new boiler, you don"t put In a gas
boiler. You put In an electric one. If
you need a new car, you get an electric,
not a gasoline. So there are solutions
at every level.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Sure.

MS. RAVAL: But the point 1s,
we have to be aware as a region, you
can"t invest iIn fossil fuels any longer.
The folks In Nicetown are affected. The
folks 1n Eastwick are affected. And we
need to take a stand.

Thank you.

(Applause.)

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: We thank
you very, very, very much for your
activism. There was a -- maybe two or
three years ago, this entire Chamber was

filled because there were many of us
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quite unhappy to put i1t mildly and angry
to put it directly about what was
happening around fracking and the notion
that that would come this way. And 1 do
believe we put -- not a stop but
certainly a halt to that possibility, but
we have to remain vigilant, because we
never know when i1t will rear its ugly
head again.

MS. RAVAL: It"s rearing, Yyup.
Thank you.

COUNCILWOMAN BROWN: Thank you
very, very, very much to all of you.
We"ve been given a number of assignments.
Trust that our office will do follow-up
with a number of you on the
recommendations you"ve put forth and how
we can strategically act on those
suggestions that have come before us.

And so for now, the Committee
on the Environment and Sustainability
will now recess on Resolution No. 170095
and will be held to the call of the
Chair.
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Trust that this conversation,
discussion, and homework assignment
continues.
Thank you very, very much.
(Committee on the Environment

concluded at 6:05 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the
proceedings, evidence and objections are
contained fully and accurately in the
stenographic notes taken by me upon the
foregoing matter, and that this i1s a true and

correct transcript of same.

MICHELE L. MURPHY
RPR-Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcript does not apply to any reproduction
of the same by any means, unless under the
direct control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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