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Committee of the Whole

COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PH LADELPHI A

COW TTEE OF THE WHCLE

Cty Hall, Room 400
Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a
Wednesday, May 6, 2026

10: 00 a. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCI LWOVAN RUE LANDAU
COUNCI LWOVAN NI NA AHVAD
COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROOKS
COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER
COUNCI LWOVAN KATHERI NE G LMORE- RI CHARDSON
COUNCI LWOVAN QUETCY M LOZADA
COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS
COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL
COUNCI LMAN CURTI S J. JONES, JR
COUNCI LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE
COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG JR
COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS

HELEN LOUGHEAD, The O erk
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PROCEEDI NGS

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good norni ng, everyone. (Good
nor ni ng, everyone.

This is the public hearing,
and the public neeting of the
comm ttee of the whole regarding
Bill Nos. 260199, 260200, 260201,
260202, 260203, 260204, 260205,
260206, 260208, 260209. And
Resol ution No. 260227.

Ms. Loughead, will you
pl ease take the roll?

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Squilla? Council mnenber Gaut hier?
Counci | menber Jones?

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:
Present .

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Young?

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber

Driscoll?
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COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Present .

THE CLERK: Counci |l nenber
Lozada?

COUNCI LMEMBER LQOZADA:
Present .

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Bass?

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Present .

THE CLERK:  Counci | menber
Phillips?

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Present .

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
O Neill? Council menber G | nore-
Ri chardson?

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
Rl CHARDSON:  Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Thomas?

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
Present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | nenber

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

Page 4
Harrity?

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Present .

THE CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Ahmad?

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Landau?

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU:
Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Brooks? Council nenber O Rour ke?

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:
Present .

THE CLERK: Counci |
Presi dent Johnson?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Present.

Thank you very nmuch. A
quorum of the comnmttee is present,
and this hearing is nowcalled to
order. M. Loughead, wll you
pl ease read the title of the bills
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and resol ution?

THE CLERK: Bill No.
260199, an ordi nance adopting the
operati ng budget for Fiscal Year
2027.

Bill No. 260200, an
ordi nance to adopt a Fiscal Year
2027 capital budget.

Bill No. 260201, an
ordi nance to adopt a capital program
for the six fiscal years 2027
t hrough 2032 i ncl usi ve.

Bill No. 260202, an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 19-2400
of the Phil adel phia Code, entitled
Hot el Room Rental Tax by providing
for an additional excise tax on
hotel roomrentals, all under
certain ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 260203, an
or di nance anendi ng Subcode A, the
Phi | adel phia Adm ni strative Code of
Title 1V of the Phil adel phia Code,

t he Buil ding, Construction, and
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Cccupancy Code by adding a revising
zoni ng board of adjustnent fees and
provi sions regardi ng hearing
scheduling, all under certain terns
and condi tions.

Bill No. 260204, an
ordi nance anending Title Ill of the
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled Air
Managenent Code to nodify the
anmounts of |icense and permt fees,
under certain ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 260205, an
or di nance anendi ng section 1918-06
of the Phil adel phia Code, entitled
Aut hori zation of Realty Use and
Cccupancy Tax to clarify the
I nposition of the tax on the use or
occupancy of real estate with
respect to cell towers, all under
certain ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 260206, an
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 6600 of
t he Phil adel phi a Code, Asbestos, by

addi ng and revi sing provisions
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related to various fees, all under
certain terns and conditions.

Bill No. 260208, an
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 19-1800
of the Phil adel phia Code, entitled
School Tax Authorization to add a
new section 1918-08, entitled
Aut hori zati on of Ri de Share use Tax
to authorize the Board of the School
District of Philadelphia to Levy Tax
upon the use by a passenger of a
transportati on network conpany for a
prearranged ride that originates in
Phi | adel phia, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

Bill No. 260209, an
ordi nance anending Title 19 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled Finance
Taxes and Col l ections to add a new
chapter, 19-4800, entitled Retail
Delivery Tax to establish a tax on
orders for the delivery in
Phi | adel phia of retail consuner and

ot her tangi bl e goods, all under
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certain terns and conditions.

Resol uti on No. 260227,
providing for the approval by the
Council of the city of Phil adel phia
of a revised five-year financi al
plan for the city of Phil adel phia,
covering fiscal years 2027 through
2031, and incorporating revisions
Wi th respect to Fiscal Year 2026,
which is to be submtted by the
mayor to the Pennsyl vani a
| nt ergover nnent al Cooperati on
Aut hority, pursuant to an
I nt ergover nnent al cooperation
agreenent by between the city and
the authority.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. Today we hol d
the public hearing of the commttee
of the whole to consider the bills
read by the clerk that constitute
proposed operating CAPA spendi ng
measures for Fiscal Year 2027, a

capital program and a forward-

Page 8

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

| ooking capital plan for Fiscal Year
2027 through Fiscal Year 2032.

W will now begin taking
testinony fromthe public on the
city's proposed FY27 budget, and a
Si x-year capital programfor FY27
t hrough FY 2032.

Bef ore proceeding, | wll
lay a few ground rules on how we
W Il proceed with public testinony
this afternoon to ensure that there
Is an opportunity for all of you to
be heard. Certain ground rules have
been established as follows: Your
testinmony should be about the bills
listed on the cal endar.

Once your nane is called,
you w Il then have up to two m nutes
to speak. In order to be fair to
all those wshing to speak, | intend
to hold faithfully to the two-m nute
limt. Once you are asked to begin
your testinmony, a tinmer will be

started. Wen there are 30 seconds
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remaining to your tinme, you will be
rem nded of this. Once your
allotted -- your allotted tine has
passed, you will be asked to
concl ude your remarks. W have a
norni ng session, as well as the
af t ernoon session, so we want to get
as many people as possible an
opportunity to participate. And so
with that being said, M. Loughead,
wll you please call the first
panel .

THE CLERK: We'Il have G eg
Boul ware, Robert Harris, Janeele
Mtchell, Brenda Revis, Esther
Jones, and Catherine Martin, if you
coul d pl ease nake your way to the
podi um

COUNCI L PRESI DENT  JOHNSON:
Good norning. Just state your nane
for the record.

And | just want to start
of f by acknow edgi ng Presi dent G eg

Boul ware, the President of District
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Council 33 and the work that your
menbers do in terns of keeping our
city clean, the sanitation workers
as well as Robert Harris, AFSCME
District Council 42nd, 7th and all
of the work that your nenbers are
doi ng professionally to keep our
city of Phil adel phia noving forward
as well. So welcone to City
Council. Pl ease begin your
t esti nony.

MR. BOULWARE: All right.
Thank you very nuch. | appreciate
iIt. President Johnson and all
menbers of Council, folks from
Phi | adel phia that are all present
and city workers that are present
Wi th us and our esteem nenbers of
District Council 33 and 47 that are
present as wel | .

And | al so noticed we had
sone public school teachers here as
well, so | wanted to acknow edge

themas well. I'msinply here to
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make sure | advocate for a plea to
make sure that public services are
conpl etely funded inside of this
budget that we have in hand.

And not just services that
are applicable to nenbers of
District Council 33, but public
services that are applicable to
every form of public service
t hroughout the course of this city,
whet her it be District Council 47,
FOP, local 22, the PFT, whatever's
necessary to nake sure that the city
has everything that's required so
that the nenbers and citizens of
this city can have a quality of
life, and a reassurance that there's
sonme investnents that's being taken
back into themand their children,
and their workplaces, and their
hones and those things |ike that.
Those things are vital and cruci al
to people on a regular basis. |

know that they're super inportant to
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our nmenbers of District Council 33.

You know that just under a
year ago, our nenbers were on strike
at District Council 33, fighting for
dignity and respect and to be able
to have a wage in the city so they
can actually live in the city, which
they're required to work in.

And while we made m ni nal
gains in that particular area, we're
still struggling to nmake sure that
we can affordably live inside the
city. Everybody here recogni zes
that, you know, the utility costs
are going up through the roof, gas
costs have been, you know, now
becom ng i nsurnount abl e for sone
organi zations, and it's definitely a
piling up cost that's going on for
the city.

So we recogni ze that, but
nobody hit -- nobody hits -- it
doesn't hit anybody nore than the

menbers of that -- of the city that
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we have to be able to, you know, be
I n these workpl aces to advocate and
do these jobs to make sure these
servi ces are funded.

What |'masking for is to
make sure that, you know, staffing
needs are net throughout the city.
This city has a nunber of issues
that are going on up in the next
com ng nonths. They're good issues
to have, because we have FI FA com ng
up. We have the world, you know,
the All-Star gane com ng up. These
are all positive things in
Phi | adel phia, and we need to nake
sure we have adequate staffing in
pl ace to have it.

As it stands now, the
maj ority of our departnent is
staying efficient, as far as quality
of staffing in there. And so what
happens is, is those workers cone
in, they're working nore, working

| onger hours and being burnt out,
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and what we're facing right nowis
many of the departnents are now
telling the workers that they're not
allowing themto take vacation tine
I n these upcom ng nont hs.

Vell, that's a -- that's a
creation of not having enough
staffing in place to make sure that
you can neet the necessary
requi renments that are in place.

Al so, security. Security
is a huge as, you know -- you know,
a huge issue that goes on in a | ot
of these workpl aces, where ne
particularly feel Iike we're not
neeting that need of the day to nake
sure that we have security in place
at all the facilities that are
necessary to nmake sure that our
Infrastructure is intact. W have
l'ibraries that need to nake sure
that you have adequate, you know,
security.

The wat er depart nent

Page 15

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

installation that nake sure they
need to have adequate, you know,
security in place. Minicipal guards
are needed in various |ocations
t hroughout the city that we --
haven't necessarily taken the steps
and nmeasure to nmake sure that we are
appropriately coveri ng.

And reinvesting in our
wor kf orce nore than anything. W
| earned t hroughout the w nter how
inportant it is to make sure our
wor kforce is there and vi able, and
it also can nake sure that they can
nmeet the needs of the -- of the
demand for what's going on. And we
had -- because of |ow staffing,
because of i nadequate equi pnent that
we have in place, we were able to
neet it at the -- at the quality
that we woul d've |iked to have done.

Nobody is nore dedi cat ed
than the nenbers of District Council

33 inside of the city in providing
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t hese services, but nmaking sure that
they had what's necessary to do the
j ob, you know, adequately,
professionally as the citizens of
the city need is inportant. W need
to make sure the budget, you know,
demands, those needs are net. W
need to nmake sure that all the
public services are funded in a --
inawy that is fiduciarily
responsible to the city, and we need
to make sure that the people feel
like there's a -- they're being
reinvested in.

A |l ot of these fol ks have
grown up in public school systens.
They' ve gone to schools here that
wer e i nadequat e t hroughout their
many years, and now they work inside
of city facilities that are just as
I nadequate as sone of their schools
were at that tine. And so you lived
your entire lifetinme in this city,

| ooking at the infrastructure of the
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dwel | i ngs that we own not being
mai nt ai ned and kept up over tine, it
puts a negative connotation on a | ot
of imagery for a lot of our people.

W have to reinvest in this
city; we have to reinvest in our
people. W absolutely have to nake
sure that there's noney there and
vi abl e and avail able for our schools
and our children, and -- but our
wor kforce is al so, because those
children then grow up to be adults
and wi nd up working for this great
city of ours, and we need to nmake
sure that they can continue their
training, so that the services that
the city of Phil adel phia needs are
net at a high level, and that we
I nvest in the equipnent.

So that we're not being
over charged when an energency
situation conmes up with the city.
We wat ched sanme day workers that

were being paid nore than hourly
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wor k than are nen and wonen do on a
regul ar basis inside of this city,
bei ng gi ven PPE and equi pnent t hat
are not available to our nen and
wonen on a regul ar basis inside
their respective work | ocations.

To nme, that is -- that iIs
unacceptable, and it needs to be
reassessed and reeval uated i n what
goes on. And lastly, I'll touch on
while we nade gains in our |ast
contract, they obviously are not --
are not enough. W need to continue
to keep making strides and gains in
that. And while I ask for Council's
help with this, you know, you all
through | egislation have a ability
to have what's called a cost of
living, you know, increased to
you-al |l salaries every year, as the
adm ni stration has, you know.

This city, the nenbers, the
city workforce, the largest tax base

we have in this city, they invest in
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it every day. Most jobs offer a
cost of living increased to what
they do every day. |'masking for
consi deration and tinme to be worked
upon to nmake sure that the nenbers
and nmuni ci pal workers inside of this
city can be given a cost of |iving
I ncrease that's neasurabl e, that
coul d al so be added into their
salary so they can continue to at

| east do sonething to offset, so
that those nen and wonen can have
sone type of confort inside living
inthis city every day. It's a
mnimal thing, but it's sonething
that it needs to be | ooked at and
adj ust ed.

So thank you for your tine,
| appreciate the work and dedi cation
that you-all have, and I know t hat
you-all will take the necessary tine
and make sure that this budget
covers everything that's required

for the nenbers and citizens of the
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city of Philadel phia. Thank you so
much.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

MR. HARRI'S: Good norning,
Counci | President and nenbers of
Gty Council, Ditto. No, thank you
for the opportunity to speak today
in support of fully funded and fully
staffed public and human services
for Phil adel phia. Throughout this
year, our union has worked with
Council and the adm nistration to
secure funding for operational and
capital goals, to fill vacancies and
provi de our workforce with the tools
they need to provide services to the
cities of this great citizens or the
citizens of this great city for a
safety out at our city workpl aces
and sustai nable retention and
recruitment focus pay rates in
contract negotiations and in pension

f undi ng.
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To fund a pilot programfor
muni ci pal guards to protect our rec
centers and HVAC upgrade to prevent
envi ronnent al cl osures of our
libraries, to prioritize staffing
Wi th unionized civil service
positions over contracted out
positions, to protect nenbers in
public sector work and the
communities they serve fromthe
great threat of ICE, to provide
critical funds for the Defenders
Associ ation to negotiate fair
contracts for their newly organi zed
enpl oyees, as well as fulfill the
obligations of their standing
contracts.

This is all happening in an
at nosphere of federal cuts to
fundi ng that support state and
muni ci pal budgets. Cuts in research
funding for universities and nedi cal
facilities that we cover, cuts in

arts and culture grants, and the
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destruction of safeguards for our
nost vul nerable citizens.

The fundi ng you allocate
for Fiscal Year 27 and the six-year
budget will be a direct reflection
of the priorities we fight for every
day in our organi zed units.
Protections for working people who
make this city happen.

Thi s past Mayday, DC 47, DC
33, it stood al ongsi de | abor
I mm grant communities, faith-based
organi zations, and all working
peopl e in Phil adel phia to secure a
vi sion that supports workers over
billionaires.

Some of you were there.
hope -- | hope that this m ssion
stays with you in the decisions you
make to -- comng through this
budget cycle and that you wll stay
wi t h Phil adel phi ans who need your
support. | look forward to hearing

-- to you hearing fromsone of our
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uni on nenbers here today, taking in
their lived experience and seeing
how we can do this together. Thank
you for the opportunity to speak

t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Please state your nane
for the record. Begin.

M5. MTCHELL: Hold on, I'm
ki nd of short. |'ve got to -- | got
to adjust. Thank you. Good
nor ni ng, everyone.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good nor ni ng.

M5. M TCHELL: Counci l
Presi dent, nenbers of Gty Council,
to everyone in attendance, and to
the city of Philadel phia. M nane
Is Janeele Mtchell. | currently
serve as the Wbrk-Place Viol ence
Preventi on Coordi nator for AFSCVME,
District Council 47. | amalso the
staff rep for our supervisors of

2186.

Page 24

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

| previously worked as a
Recreation Leader 3 for Phil adel phia
Par ks and Recreation. | nean, good
stuff. Through ny years of service,
both as a civil servant and as a
uni on advocate now, |'ve seen
passi on, conpassion, and
determ nation that the city of
Phi | adel phi a enpl oyees bring to
their work every day.

These workers show because
they care very deeply about the
communities they serve. But |'ve
al so wi tnessed and personally
experienced the conditions under
whi ch many of them are expected to
do that work. Too often, enployees
are forced to operate in facilities
w th ongoi ng HV/AC and heati ng
failures, structural issues and
urgent need of repair, poor or
I nadequate lighting, and a | ack of
cameras or security -- security

staff, ny apologies, to ensure
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safety. Many sites are chronically
understaffed, supplies are l[imted
and workers are left bartering or
I nprovising just to neet basic
needs. These are not just workpl ace
I ssues; these are public safety
concerns.

| f we are serious about
bui | di ng and mai nt ai ni ng saf e,
heal t hy communities about caring for
our nost vul nerable residents, then
we nmust fund public services
adequat el y and sustai nably. That
nmeans investing in the places people
rely on for safety, rest, and joy.
Qur recreation centers, our pools
and libraries. It neans ensuring
access to vital supports, such as
food assi stance, nental and physi cal
health services, and reliable public
transportation.

Most inportantly, it neans
i nvesting in the workers who make

all of this possible. Funding
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public services is not an expense;
it is acomtnment to dignity,
safety, and opportunity for everyone
in Philadel phia. | urge you to
prioritize the funding necessary to
protect public workers, strengthen
our infrastructure, and ensure our
city services truly serve the
peopl e. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

M5. MARTIN.  Good norning.
Thank you for the opportunity to
participate. M nane is Catherine
Martin. | have worked for the Free
Li brary of Phil adel phia for seven
years. | amcurrently a first-1Ievel
supervi sor at the N cetown-Ti oga
branch at the busy intersection of
Broad Germantown and Eri e Avenues.

Today, we are a staff of
eight library workers and we
currently have three vacant

positions. Qur libraries are
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understaffed. Every day, w thout
fail, | am asked the sane three
questions at work: Wen did you
reopen? | thought this library had
closed forever. [It's true. W' ve
had our fair share of closures due
to building issues. W have abysnal
si gnage and an unwel com ng facade,
but cone inside and you'll see we
are a wel com ng space with
afterschool neals for students,
adult literacy classes, chess and
crochet clubs and nore.

Anot her question | get is,
are you hiring? Thanks to our
wel com ng interior, |'ve noticed
t hat Phil adel phians are really
curious about working in libraries.
W see many j ob seekers at ny
| ocation, and to this end, we have
partnered with the O fice of Human
Resources North Phil adel phia
Recruitment Teamto denystify the

civil service process and
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successfully get the word out about
all available city jobs.

And the third question |'m
asked is, do you host conputer
cl asses? And this is the question
that pains ne the nost, because we
have a fully-equi pped conputer |ab
wi th ei ght new networked public
conputers, and yet we have no staff
menber to run the prograns that our
conmmuni ty demands.

M5. MARTIN. The digital
divide in our city is grow ng.
There are initiatives to address it
and the Free Library has been part
of these conversations, but we
should be on the front lines. In
the past, the Free Library had a
tech-nobil e and hosted nmultiple
conputer | abs across the city.

Today, there is only one of
t hese hotspots and the position is
currently vacant. And in 2014, a

new job class was created for ny

Page 29

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.

www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

union siblings in Dstrict Council
33, Local 696 digital resource
specialist. D gital resource
specialists offer formal and
informal skills training, they
devel op custom zed community
prograns, and they help to expand
access beyond library walls.

But today, nore than 10
years after the creation of this
j ob, three quarters of our libraries
do not have a digital resource
specialist on staff. Many of our
l'ibraries do not even have an
all ocation for this position. Every
year, | request that the vacant
library assistant position at ny
| ocati on be converted to a nuch
needed digital resource speciali st
posi tion.

And every year, | am net
Wi th resistance indifference or
flat-out rejection. | hear, "It's

just not in the budget." This is not

Page 30

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

acceptable. Qur patrons need
digital support and they are asking
for help in acquiring these skills.
From si npl e conputer navigation, to
conpl ex online transactions, to
resune creation and job application
support.

And there is a | ogical
I n-house solution, one that does not
require a strategi c devel opnent plan
or a conplex partnership. The
solution already exists in plain
sight. W can support our
communities with their essenti al
t echnol ogy needs and offer jobs with
all the protections and benefits
t hat Phi | adel phi ans deserve. Hiring
digital resource specialists for
every Free Library location is a
no- brai ner. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Pl ease state your nane and pl ease
begi n.

M5. JONES: My nane is
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Est her Jones. Good norning, fell ow
citizens of Phil adel phia, nenbers of
Gty Council, and other public
testinony participants. M nane is
Est her Jones and |'ma born and
rai sed resident of the city of
Phi | adel phia, as well as a nenber
and del egate of DC 47, Local 2186.

| have been enpl oyed for
the city of -- by the city of
Phi | adel phia for 14 years full-tine
in the Parks and Recreation
departnent as of October 1st, 2026.
During ny years of enploynent in
Par ks and Recreation, | have al ways
been a staunch supporter of safety.
| f you don't feel safe, how could
you cone to work every day.

In ny testinony today, |
wi |l be tal king about things that I
bel i eve coul d use consi st ent
I nvestnment to nake the rec center
safer. | amcurrently assigned to

Ferko Pl ayground in the Juniata
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section of the city. M rec center
does not have caneras, and | have
been advocating for Ferko to get
caneras since ny first assignnment
here in 2016.

It is 10 years later and we
still do not have caneras. There
have been repairs and upgrades to
many centers over the past 10 years.
There shoul d be specific funding
all ocated every year until we make
sure every rec center has cameras.
Qur Mayor's notto has been safe,
cl ean, and ready to use wth regards
to the people who utilize our rec
centers. But why are we al so not
t hi nki ng about the safety of our
facility staff as well? Equal
funding into safety and upgrades
should be a priority for the city
and the departnent.

Muni ci pal guards are
currently utilized by the Free

Li brary, but | believe they could be
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utilized just as well in the Parks
and Recreation departnent. Having
soneone be an extra set of eyes

out side the playground and just be a
vi sual presence woul d make a huge

I npact on the safety of the staff
and the program partici pants.

| understand the security
woul d not only be their only job,
but even it being three quarters or
one half of their objective would
take sone of the pressure off of the
other staff in the buildi ngs whose
focus shoul d be providing
progranmm ng and safe spaces for our
yout h.

The uni on has had positive
conversations with the working
group, including Council man
Phillips, but was discouraged by the
fact that no noney was all ocated for
the pilot programfor the rec center
muni ci pal guards. | hope to see an

adjustnent in the budget for this
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pil ot program

My final point of
I nvest nent woul d be true energency
response. We have generic trainings
on how to respond in an energency
situati on when things happen outside
of our rec center and inside, but
each rec center is set up
differently. The departnent is
currently working on energency
action plans that are specific to
i ndi vidual rec centers. |
understand it's been a |l arge
undertaki ng, but | hope that the
Council continues to follow up with
the departnent to keep the nmonentum
goi ng.

I n conclusion, | hope the
city really thinks about the
I nvestnent in safety of not only its
patrons, but also the staff that
keep the city running day in and day
out. At the end of the day, our

safety matters. W nmatter.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Ckay. Thank you. Just please state
your nanme for the record and begin
your testinony.

M5. RIVAS. Yes. M nane
Is Brenda Rivas, and | serve as an
adm ni strative technician in DHS
Child Wl fare Operations within the
Fi nance Departnent, Quality
Assurance Division, and the Provider
Verification and Licensure Unit.
Good norning, Council President
Kenyatta Johnson and di sti ngui shed
Counci | menbers.

| thank you for the
opportunity to speak today about two
key operational areas where
additional funding is needed. [|I'm
speaking fromny perspective. |
have been with DHS for 10 years and
|"m proud to have served in this
departnment throughout ny career. M
role, | work directly every day with

provi der agencies that serve our
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yout h.

These agencies rely on
tinmely and accurate support from one
-- fromnme, so they can renain
conpl i ant and continue providing
services. Excuse ne. | maintain
ongoi ng conmuni cations wwth themto
ensure all certifications and
requi red docunentation remain
current.

By entering this
i nformati on accurately into our PFDS
system | help ensure that DHS
services receive the correct funding
fromthe state and that the state
has accurate data for federal
rei mbursenent. M work prevents
errors that could lead to
over paynments, underpaynents, or
conpl i ance findings, and ensures
agenci es are reinbursed properly and
on tine.

| have personally

experi enced situations where high
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vol une and staffing shortage nade it
very challenging for ne to neet
deadl i nes efficiently.

At one tine after one
supervisor retired and two clerk
threes pronoted out, | al one was
doing the work of three people for
nore than six nonths. | stay
commtted to doing ny best every day
because that is what | do, and what
| do is inportant for children and
famlies. For atinme there, it was
really stressful. Eventually, the
deci sion was nade to nerge nmy unit
wi t h anot her.

Luckily, | was able to
train the two staff nenbers in this
work that | do, but we are still not
able -- we are still not at full
conpl enment for the unit. The
backl og created during the | ow| evel
staffing periods remain, and now we
have additional federal reporting

responsibilities for the first tine
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si nce COVID.

In addition to staffing
chal | enges, our work has sl owed by
non-functioni ng copi ers and
printers. Mny days, staff nust
| eave their work areas or go to
anot her floor just to find working
machi ne. This causes del ays,
creates unnecessary stress and
di srupts workflow at a tinme when
accuracy and tineliness are
critical, especially during state
audi ts, which occur tw ce a year,

i ke right now Because federal
audi tors cannot access our system
and require printed files, this
becones an even greater barrier.

So in closing, |
respectfully request support in two
areas: First, sufficient staffing
| evel s to manage our daily workl oad
and significant surges during state
audits. Second, reliable high-

capacity conputers and copiers and
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printers that are reqgqularly
mai nt ai ned and able to support the
vol unme of work our departnent -- our
depart nent handl es.

These i nprovenents woul d
significantly strengthen our
operations and hel p us continue
provi di ng accurate, tinmely support
to providers and youth we serve.
Thank you for your tine and your
cooper ati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, Ms. Rivas. Al ways good
seei ng you too, Ms. Rivas.

M5. RIVAS: Thank you.

THE CLERK: Wuld G eg
Wal dman, Chris Snyder, Jophis
Daffels, Gennifer Reed, Porya Najid,
and Dal |l as Herbert, please cone to
t he podi um

MR. WALDMAN:  Good nor ni ng,
Counci | President, nenbers of the
City Council, and the |istening

public. M nane is Geg Wal dman and
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|"'ma city planner at the Streets
Departnment, and a nenber steward and
del egate of District Council 47,

| ocal 2187. I1'mtestifying off the
cl ock as a union nenber of 10 years
and not in ny official city
capacity. AFSCME workers keep

Phi | adel phi a runni ng.

At Streets, we are
commtted to ensuring safe and cl ean
streets, sonething that | know t hat
the Council President and nany
communi ty nmenbers hold as a high
priority that is essential to
Phi | adel phi a's econony. This
i nvol ves many ki nds of work from
repaving and line striping, traffic
signal and bridge design, project
managenent and civil engineering,
permtting and ensuring predictable
and open use of the public right of
way.

| am here today to bring

attention to the issue of civil
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servi ce vacanci es and contracting
out of essential city functions.

What do these two issues
have in conmmon? Hi gh vacanci es,
whi ch are around 20 percent at the
-- for the departnent of the -- as a
whol e, and 11 percent for DC 47
represented civil service positions
at the departnent and frequent
turnover, increased training costs,
over bur dened wor kl oads, and result
in work being contracted out at a
hi gher cost than could have -- could
have been done by city forces if
vacancies were filled. |ssues
driving vacancies are salaries well
bel ow i ndustry standards in flexible
resi dency and pre-residency
requi renments.

And of course, Myor
Par ker's unnecessary five-day work
-- week work fromoffice nmandate.
In 2023, the consultant JMI produced

a gap analysis for delivering
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infrastructure projects for the
follow ng five-year capital program
This study found that civil service
salaries at streets departnent are
wel | bel ow the industry standards
from 13 percent below for city

pl anners i ke nme to 30 percent | ower
for engi neers and al nost 50 percent
| ower for accountants.

Publ i c sector union jobs
used to bal ance out that wage
di screpancy with excell ent
retirenment packages, but the shift
froma defined benefit plan to a
hybri d 401k capped at $65, 000
di scourages workers from maki ng a
career out of their tenure with the
city.

In addition to making city
wages nore conpetitive, GMI
recommended that other benefits such
as hybrid and fl ex schedul es that
all ow for work from hone and

| ooseni ng residency and
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pre-residency requirenents woul d
attract and retain staff. Al nost
two years into the in-office
mandate, | can confidently say that
city workers are nostly neeting
virtually over Teans, even when the
-- Mcrosoft Teans, even when they
work right next to one another.

Qur wages have becone even
| ess conpetitive since 2023 with
inflation rising faster in the past
four nonths than it has in previous
years. Wiile wage increases are one
at the bargaining table and through
the Gvil Service Conm ssion, the
wi ndow of possibilities is dependent
on the budget -- on budget
I nvestnments in personnel and the
| abor reserve. This budget's
I nvestnments into the | abor reserve
averaging $123 mllion per year
Isn't enough to catch up with the
private sector, |let al one keep up

with inflation.

Page 44

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

In the end, investnents in
city workers at streets, and in all
departments save taxpayers nobney.
Wor kers who feel adequately paid and
treated with dignity stay | onger at
the city -- at their city jobs. Do
them better and nore efficiently as
they learn intricate details and
processes, and eventually apply for
pronotions to take on nore conpl ex
responsibilities, training the next
generation of public servers --
servants.

Wor kers who feel underpaid
and under appreciated | eave for
hi gher paid jobs in the private
sector, where they can |ive outside
city limts, possibly in a firmthat
Is then contracted to do a job
necessitated by this enpty city job
they left.

Qur nmenbers at streets are
commtted to serving the city of

Phi | adel phia, and | encourage the
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Council to show commtnent to the
wor kers by significantly increasing
the | abor reserve to give mnunici pal
unions the tools to negotiate for
conpetitive wages to attract and
retain a dignified and commtted
uni oni zed wor kf or ce.

| al so encourage the
Council to demand that the CAO
publ i sh anonym zed annual reports of
exit interviews and satisfaction
surveys to assess the inpact of the
return-to-office mandate, as it has
had prom sed before that mandate
went to effect. Thank you very
much.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

MR. SNYDER My nane is
Chri stopher Snyder. Good norni ng,
Counci |l President and nenbers of
Phi |l adel phia Gty Council. Thank
you for the opportunity to speak

today. |'ma social work supervisor

Page 46

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

at the Phil adel phi a Departnent of
Prisons, and have held this position
for the last 10 years. |'malso an
executive board nenber for AFSCVE
District Council 47, Local 2186.
"' m here today to speak regarding
t he proposed budget for the
Phi | adel phi a Departnment of Prisons
on behal f of our nenbers, but also
as a social worker and an advocate
for the incarcerated popul ation.
Wil e we' ve seen
significant reductions in the
I ncarcerated population in
Phi | adel phia, we've seen a
significant increase in the needs of
those that are still incarcerated.
Clients are admtted into the jails
W th untreated nental health
di agnoses, substance abuse
chal | enges wi t hout stabl e enpl oynent
or housi ng, | acking nedical
coverage, and w thout appropriate

childcare or social support. These
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factors | eave our clients at
extrenely high risk for recidivism
For nost of these clients,
our city enployees are the primary
point of contact. W are the case
managers, the psychol ogi sts, the
educators, and the social workers.
We connect these clients with
resources and provide the necessary
services to address these concerns
and help the clients remain in the
communi ty when they are rel eased.
Menbers of Gty Council, ny
request is sinple: Instead of
commtting to ever increasing
contracts with ever increasing --
decreasing returns, invest in your
muni ci pal workforce. Invest in the
enpl oyees who live in the
nei ghbor hoods that our incarcerated
popul ati on cones from Invest in
the enpl oyees that fund the city
budget -- city budget with our tax

dol | ars.

Page 48

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

Now, with a $1.2 billion
surplus, nowis the tinme to invest
in reentry, reduce recidivism and
support the Council's goal of nmaking
Phi | adel phia a safer, nore secure,
nore prosperous city for all who
live here. Investing in your
muni ci pal wor kforce nmakes this
possible. AFSCME DC 47 is commtted
to working al ongside Cty Council,

t he Departnent of Prisons, our
reentry partners, and our comunity-
based services to create a nore just
-- yeah. Create a nore just
crimnal justice system which
ensures the best outcones for the
peopl e we serve to the benefit of
al | Phil adel phians. Thank you for
your tinme and attention.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

M5. REED: (Good day.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Good nor ni ng.
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M5. REED:. Good day. Good
day. Council President Johnson and
est eened Council menbers, nmy nane is
Gennifer Reed. It's Gennifer wwth a
G Reed, RE-E-D. | ama |icensed
social worker and a proud citizen of
Phi | adel phia for 57 years. Ckay.
Yeah, that's a long tinme. And a 28
years city servant, and a proud
president of DC 47, Local 2186. |
represent the professional staff who
are the architects and engi ne of
this nmunicipality. And let's be
clear, the people that nmake the city
run.

Today, | am di scussing the
$1.2 billion surplus the nmayor spoke
of in her five-year plan. To an
accountant, that's a wwn. To the
menbers of DC 47, that nunber is a
testanment to our sacrifice.

This surplus was built on
t he backs of social workers carrying

triple casel oads and librarians
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working in failing buildings. And
it was built by parks and rec staff
who act as teachers, security, and
babysitters and facilities that
woul dn't even pass OSHA i nspecti on,
and al so prison staffing that's so
lowit's crimnal. This isn't foul
nmoney; it is withheld investnent
fromthe people who keep
Phi | adel phi a runni ng.

|"'m here to address three
critical points: A surplus cannot
exi st alongside a staffing crisis.
It is a dereliction of duty to sit
on $1.2 billion when our depart nent
face vacancies rates that woul d put
a private firmout of business. W
are |l osing our best talent to the
private sector because Phil adel phi a
refuses to pay for the expertise it
requires, while raising -- rising
costs of living, cripple city
enpl oyees who will have to work two

jobs just to live in the city.
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Moder ni zation is a safety
I ssue. M nenbers are expected to
deliver 21st century services wth
20th century tools. W need a
capital plan that replaces failing
-- replaces failing HVAC systens and
updat es archaic data systens. And
If we don't invest in infrastructure
now, this surplus wll be swall owed
up in the cost of future failings.

Let's reject the trap of
privatization. W know this play; a
surplus could be used to outsource
public work to private contractors
who | ack |l ocal comm tnent or
stealing union work with an
exor bi tant nunber of exenpts who are
pai d excessive sal ari es.
Privatization is not an not
efficiency; it is a threat. W have
the internal capacity; we just need
the investnent in the people who
make this city work.

In closing -- in closing,

Page 52

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

the harvest is plentiful, but the

| aborers are being stretched too
thin and paid too little. [It's tine
to invest in the workers who nake
Phi | adel phi a possible. Thank you
for your tine.

MR. HEBERT: (Good norni ng
to everyone in the room M nane is
Dall as Herbert, Sr, and I'mgoing to
go off script here, because
everybody has been tal ki ng about the
unions and their jobs, but |I'mhere
to talk about the budget for C ean
and Geen. |'ma nenber of the
G assroots Organi zati on 215 Peopl es
Al liance. And |I'm here today
representing the Trash Acadeny and
Clean Philly Now. [|I'mhere to talk
noney. Mbney spent, npbney saved,
and noney that city of Phil adel phia
m ght be wasting. It all has to do
wth caneras. Are the caneras that
al ready have been installed worth

t he noney spent? And are the
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caneras to be installed going to
make a difference in illegal and
| egacy dunpi ng.

I n ny nei ghborhood, Long
Crest, we, neaning 215 People's
Al l i ance, began cleaning a | egacy
dunp site we call Snake Road in
2021. We thought a few caneras
woul d go a | ong way in catching
whoever is doing the illegal dunping
and sone new signs woul d deter
people. It took three years to get
three caneras and just as |long for
the signs. GCkay, the caneras were
up and running and the signs were
posted and we had questions: Who's
wat chi ng the caneras? And how many
are watching the filnms? Crickets,
or no straight answers.

| could go on, but let's
fast forward to today. W have a
new mayor, Cherelle Parker, and a
great leader in the Cean and G een

Initiative, Carlton WIIlians. And
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the things are finally heading in
the right direction.

There are 400 caneras in
the city with 125 nore to cone, yet
so far, only 17 dunpi ng cases have
been cl osed. And since 2003, only
49 cases have been closed. Now
let's tal k about the police caneras
for a second. They have 7,000
caneras all over the city. And what
do they do when they run across
i 11 egal dunping?

| mean, we know the police
don't have tinme to concentrate on
i1l egal dunping, but I've talked to
t he conm ssioner and he said that
the police was going to work harder
onit. | talked to the district
attorney and he said he had a group
that would be working on it, and we
need nore transparency in that.

How do they handl e the
i nformati on? Are they handling the

information? Are the city's caneras
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effective enough that nore noney
shoul d be spent on thenf? W need
nore transparency and nore
i nvestnent in education, prevention
and enforcenent, not just abatenent.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

THE CLERK: Can we have
Lois? Lois WIlians, Shari Hirsch,
Steven Bronskill, David Sinms, WII
Gonzal ez, and Ruth Convi sor.

M5. HHRSCH: |'m Shari
Hirsch from Trash Acadeny and the
Cl ean Phil adel phi a Now Coal i ti on.
We appreciate O ean and G een, but
we need to shift resources upstream
| nvest in prevention, make C ean and
Green a |l egacy beyond politics. One
that transfornms our city's waste
practices, elimnates illegal
dunpi ng and makes i ncineration and
land filling relics of the past.

The city reports a near
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perfect litter index score, but our
experience tells a different story.

In two events in the |ast
two weeks, residents told their
stories docunenting over 48 | egacy
dunp sites in a single conmunity.

Sites Ii ke Warren and 52nd,
15t h and W ngohocki ng, Cayuga and
Gratz, 4,200 Park and nmany nore
across the city are dunped on al nost
daily. They are |l egacy dunp sites.
The dunp-cl ean dunp cycle continues.
The litter score is based on an
average. There's no data, no
specifics by bl ock obscuring the
ongoi ng | egacy dunping in certain
nei ghbor hoods, and on certain
bl ocks.

I n the proposed 2027
budget, prevention receives just 3.8
percent, down from 7 percent in
2019, sonmething | just can't wap ny
head around. So instead of spending

750, 000 on 125 new caneras, redepl oy
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exi sting caneras and invest in what
prevents dunping before it starts.
Expand t he voucher program being
piloted by North 10 Phil adel phia for
smal | haul ers, require construction
and denolition recycling through the
city's hone initiative, pilot
recycling and | egal disposal options
t hrough a dunpster contract with
burns at one conveni ence center, and
train future track to support
education for recycling and
di ver si on.

| nvest in prevention, stop
dunpi ng before it happens, and save
mllions of dollars for this city to
be spent on all these city workers
who need better salaries. Thank
you.

M5. CONVISOR: My nane is
Rut h Convisor, and |I'm here to ask
that the city not pass the Uber and
Lyft tax. The reason |'m asking for

that is small busi nesses al ready
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just -- thank you. My apol ogi es.
Nice to -- thanks so nmuch for being
her e.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Bringing your mc a little closer.

M5. CONVI SOR:  Ckay.
Better?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Alittle closer.

M5. CONVI SOR:  Have we got
it? Okay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
There you go. Yes.

M5. CONVI SOR:  Thank you so
much for being here and especially
after a bit of a late-night |ast
night. 1It's nice to see sone of the
sane faces. |'mhere to
respectfully ask that the Uber and
Lyft tax not be passed. M
rationale -- nmy nane is Ruth
Convi sor.

My rationale is that we

just lost the $100, 000 BI RT
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Exenption, and that would really hit
a certain class of small businesses
incredibly hard, and it just feels
not right to ne to do that. | was
also hit wwth the loss of the BIRT
Exenption as a therapist in private
practice, and it was $5,000. And in
a year that | took a maternity | eave
and only worked nine nonths, so |
have the additional daycare costs
and the additional taxes.

And I'm not alone in that.
| convened a Facebook group that
started out wth therapists,
br oadened out to hel ping
professionals, and is now all sorts
of small businesses. And the
stories are awful. People are
di gging out of their savings. They
are really, really suffering under
this task. And the renediations
t hat have been suggested, which are
sone grants through commerce, it's

not as sinple as that. They're not
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real ly worKking.

We are respectfully asking
for a hearing on Mke Driscoll's
Bill 251026. If that was able to be
passed, if we could rectify what
happened to other small businesses,
| would then feel that it would be
fine to support the Uber and Lyft
tax, but not -- | can't see taxing
this popul ation of small businesses
twice. It's just really
unconfortable for nme. Thank you all
for your tine.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
How are you doing, m' anf

M5. WLLIAMS: Hell o.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Hel | o.

M5. WLLIAMG: M nane is
Lois WIllians. |I'mco-director of
Trash Acadeny, and |'m al so a nenber
of Hase Nas. |'m here today about
prevention and enforcenent of

illegal |egacy dunping in
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Phi | adel phia. But |'ma concerned
citizen that is really pissed.
Okay? Now | -- the budget for
prevention and enforcenent, it's so
low that it's just sad. | nean, |
| ooked at that and | said, really?
But now what | was thinking is we
can do sonme comercials, put sone
comrercials on the TV saying, Ckay,
we have caneras, we see you and we
wll catch you. And this is the --
how nmuch you woul d have to pay when
we catch you. Not if, but say when
we catch you

Put up sone bill boards, you
know, that's part of prevention. |If
they see that, that could likely
make them not do what they're doing,
you know. And when you do catch
soneone, don't negotiate the fine
down so daggone | ow, because then
they feel like, oh, well, it's worth
it. | mght as well keep doing what

"' mdoing. You got to make it hurt
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] Page 63
their pockets for themto stop, you

know. Take their -- take their
vehi cl e, whatever. But the thing
iIs, we have to nmake this stop.

We have had help from sone
Cty Council people and from
numer ous organi zations |like, you
know, city -- not city

or gani zati ons, nei ghbor hood
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organi zations. And we appreciate

t hat .

But the thing is, we are

tired of this. And if you don't

intend to help us, step out of the

way and | et us through. Sinple as

t hat .

Move over because we are

com ng through. Thanks for your

time.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

MR. GONZALEZ: Thank you.

Buenas tardes. M nane is WII

Gonzal ez.

|"mthe executive

di rector of Ceiba Coalition Building

Organi zation in Phil adel phia's
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Latino Community. Thank you, Cty
Council, for giving us the
opportunity to testify. W are also
t he backbone to the Cei ba Latino
Ecuador Devel opnent Col | ecti ve.

W want to respectfully
request that the Gty continue to
offer the free tax preparation for
smal | busi nesses who are confronting
the BIRT tax in light of the renoval
of the exenption. Not casting
aspersions, this is a state
constitutional issue. Al so the need
for the conprehensive tax reformin
the city. But in the neantine, the
smal | busi ness environnent needs
t hat support of that free tax
preparation, and we encourage you to
pl ease continue to do that.

We al so ask you to pl ease
support the commrercial corridors
managers that are doing nore work
around this issue. They need

addi ti onal support.
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| al so want to nmake you
aware of one of the issues that the
BI RT situation has created. And
that is that sonetines you see
peopl e being treated not as
enpl oyees, but as i ndependent
contractors. Now that has nore of a
nasty bite.

And so we encourage you and
we know that also the state at the
federal |level to do nore | ooking
over those situations, especially
when it conmes to the sumrer
enpl oynent for the students. It's
not cool that a summer enpl oynent --
a student doing summer enploynent is
getting a 1099, instead of a W. |If
they get a 1099, they got to pay
their enpl oyee and enpl oyer taxes
and BIRT, and they're only 16, 17
years old. So please take that in
mnd. There's a way to avoid that.

Onh HO ME, you know, CDCs,

we'd be there before, during and
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after brick and nortar, and | sound
i ke a broken record, but we
encourage you to please -- pretty
pl ease makes CDCs the epicenter of
all your homework. The Latino
Equi t abl e Devel opnent Col | ective
with four of the best CDCs in the
city has a plan that we shared with
our Council menber in the 7th
District. W've shared wwth the

of fice of Lawrence and Brooks, and
our capacity to build and preserve
t housands of units in the next five
years. | look forward to discussing
that further with | eadership and
Cty Council.

Turn the Key, increase the
subsidy. A rising tide raises all
boats. If you bring up the subsidy
to 100K, both private devel opers and
nonprofit devel opers wll be
I ncreasing affordability for those
units.

Support the Community
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Bui | ders Fund, whi ch Counci | nenber
Lozada is proposing that wll
I ncrease the availability of patient
capital for CDCs to build and
preserve. |nprove the Land Bank.
You're going to be seedi ng sone
power to them You're going to be
doi ng mass transfers or perm ssions
for transfers, please seek quality,
not quantity.

The Land Bank has a
strategic plan that it hasn't
shared, it has sone objectives to
inprove itself. Let themdeliver on
t hose i nprovenents before you see
that much power. You are a
| egi sl ative body. W believe in the
separation of powers. \Wat you're
doing is not bad; it's just it's in
our -- it's in our city charter.

Last but not |east, housing
counseling is really inportant.
We're facing a problemw th HUD

el i m nating pre-purchase. So our
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strong -- one of our strengths in
our city is a housing counseling
ecosystem That's going to be hurt
badly at a tine when we need it for
HOME Half of the prograns need
the support of the housing
counseling conmunity to connect
clients, connect residents wth
t hose services. So please support
that. Thank you again for these
hearings. Thank you again for all
you do. Keep being a strong
| egi sl ati ve body. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, WII .

MR, BRONSKI LL: Thank you,
Counci | President, Council nenbers.
My nane is Steven Bronskill. [|I'm
here wth Transit Forward
Phi | adel phia, and |'m here to
support a budget that keeps Philly
moving. | want to bring us back to
this time | ast year. SEPTA rel eased

a doonsday budget due to a | ack of
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state funding.

It wasn't just a doonsday
of the Flyers and the Sixers |osing
on the sane night in the playoffs;
It proposed cutting five regional
rail lines, 50 bus lines, and endi ng
metro service after 9:00 p.m No
tailgating at the link, and bus
stops were decorated with these
signs all across the city.

And Philly did not accept
this. Tens of thousands of transit
riders spoke up to their elected
officials. You as a Council
traveled to Harrisburg and we saved
a transit systemthat noves one in
t hree Phil adel phians to work, 50, 000
students to school, and al nost hal f
of Eagles fans on gane day. That
was your work.

The sol ution wasn't
perfect. Cuts were stopped, but we
| ost capital funds that keep our

train safe and in service. W saw
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that with regional rail fires.
Counci | menber Gaut hi er saw t hat when
our trolleys were diverted in West
Philly and spoke up. And this was a
di rect consequence of our state

| egislature's failure to take
action. W also saw a 21 percent
increase in the fares to ride SEPTA,
but not a 21 percent increase in our
wages. And so this city budget is
our response to what happened | ast
year in Harrisburg. |It's our gane
2, after being blown out in the

seri es opener.

And you shoul d never
underestimate a Philly sports team
or Phil adel phi ans protecting
sonet hing we care about. The
Mayor's proposed investnent in Zero
Fare is a step forward to neking
transit nore affordable for over
60, 000 peopl e who need it nost.

There was a study in New

York that said our programis tw ce,
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as good a six-year score we can
believe in. 63 percent of
Phi | adel phi ans use it versus 30
percent of New Yorkers. |It's
because people don't have to wait in
line or on the phone to access it.
And so Council should approve this
i nvestnent in Zero Fare. They
shoul d nake it permanent through a
transit access fund, they should get
and make sure students have arrived
to school, they should make sure CCP
students have passes that the people
who work at DC 33 and 47 have a ride
to work to keep Philly noving.

"Il close and say as a
transit rider, sonetines there's a
long wait at the bus stop. W are
here in this journey wwth you. W
are going to fight together to nake
sure these cuts don't cone back in
500 days. W're going to fight to
pass this in investnents and transit

moving forward. We'll see you on
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the bus. Thanks.

M5. SIMS: Good norning.

My nanme is David Sinms. Good norning,
Cty Council President Kenyatta
Johnson, and nenbers of City
Council. | ask that you vote yes on
the ride share tax.

We, as Phil adel phi ans, have
beconme chronic, constant
conpl ai ners. W conpl ain when our
el ected officials do their jobs, and
we conplain and say el ected
officials don't do their job. W
bash them on social nedia and a | ot
of tinmes don't understand all of the
Cty Council and the mayor that it
has to be done to keep our city
operating, running and cl ean.

The transportati on network
conpany taxes needed to hel p save
the jobs of our school district
personnel. Upber and Lyft is nostly
a luxury itemand is nost used by

busi ness peopl e.
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A recent study showed that
Phi | adel phi ans -- Phil adel phia has a
hi gh vol une of Uber riders with over
120 riders per day. Recent data
al so showed that in Philadel phia,
Uber ride share profits in the |ast
quarter of 2025 were up 50 percent.
Qur residents don't want the ride
share tax, but | asked ny
Phi | adel phian -- ny fell ow
Phi | adel phi ans, woul d you rat her
property taxes go up? | would not.

There are nore hones in
Phi | adel phia than there are daily
ride shares than | would rather tax
to | arge conpani es that are raking
in record profits that have to have
the residents of Phil adel phia then
to get a property tax increase.

Way would we not go with
the people in our city that are
fighting to make Phil adel phia a
better place? Wy would we side

with the greedy corporate giants
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that are raking in record profits?
Wiy woul d we not support our mayor
who is doing everything she can to
help our city thrive it and push our
city forward?

The top 10 cities in
America had tax increases in the
| ast five years. New York had
corporate tax increases, Los Angeles
property tax 3.7 percent, Houston,
Dal | as and San Antoni o had property
tax increases. Jacksonville had
over 50 percent tax increases since
the year 2020, and Chicago sal es tax
just hit 10.5 percent.

I n Phil adel phia, we have to
keep up. W're the fourth | argest
city and at one tine -- we are the
sixth largest city, and at one tine
we were the fourth. W already know
that we are severely underfunded by
Harri sburg. W need that noney for
our schools, we need the revenue for

har dwor ki ng princi pals, teachers,
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NTAs, school, police, nurses, and
anyone el se who is pouring into our
children's lives every day. | don't
want to see a teacher laid off if
possible. Qur children are our
future, and they deserve us as

Phi | adel phi ans to do everything we
can to help themgrow, thrive, and
achi eve.

So as a business owner in
the city of Philadel phia, | know and
understand that the work that each
of you put in on a daily basis.

Most peopl e don't understand the job
that you all do is hard work, |ong
hours, and sonetine thankl ess. |
want to end with saying thank you
for your |ove for Philadel phia, for
your |love for our children, our
streets, and the work that you do.
In closing, | am asking that you
vote yes on the Transportation

Net wor k Conpany Tax Bill No. 260208.

Thank you for your tinme. Thank you.
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THE CLERK: Can we pl ease
have Ri ck Savage, pl ease.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Can | do the ground rul es again,
you-all? W want to be respectful
during public coment. If you
support an issue, Oor you can oppose
an issue, but just |let everybody go
to the m crophone, say their peace,
and let's showa little | ove today.

The Chair recogni zes
Council man Dr. Anthony Philli ps.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS: |
just want to thank the | ast person
who testified for acknow edgi ng
sonething that is really inportant.
You know, all of us on Gty Council
at sone poi nt have done sonet hi ng
relatively decent or good
consistently, you know, for our
nei ghborhood. And then the nonent
that sonmething is often not done, by
was or may not be done right away,

it's like, "Ch, ny gosh, you' re not
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doing this." And then you just
forget so quickly that we're working
on every single type, you know,
I Ssue.
So | want to thank David
Sinms for understanding howlong it's
taking for all of us to really get
t hrough stuff and just want to say |
appreci ate you for acknow edgi ng the
steps we're trying to do to address
a lot of issues. So thanks a |ot.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch, Dr. Phillips.
Ms. Loughead, could you
pl ease call the next panel, please?
THE CLERK: W ck Savage,
Carl os Booth, Christine Lederer,
Ni cole Kligerman, Christy Davis, can
you pl ease nmake your way to the
podi unf
M5. LEDERER:  Good nor ni ng.
My nanme is Christine Lederer, and
|"'mwith the Arc of Phil adel phi a,

where we advocate for people with
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intell ectual and devel opnent al
disabilities. Firstly, we support
t he suggestion of an $18 mllion
energency fund for Medicaid
reci pients that has been proposed by
the community.

For Phi |l adel phians with
di sabilities who rely on Medicaid as
their primary insurer, this fund
isn't just a safety net; it's a
guarantee that their daily support
systens will not vanish. For people
with intellectual disabilities and
physical disabilities, Medicaid is
much nore than health insurance; it
Is the payer for honme and community-
based services, including hone
health ai ds and residential support.

W ask Gty Council to
consider the creation of this
emergency fund, and directing sone
funds towards honme and community-
based services for people with

disabilities. The ARC of
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Phi | adel phia strongly supports the
appoi nt nent of the new Medicaid
consul tant to navi gate upcom ng
shifts in the systemthat was

di scussed in the DBH DS budget
heari ng.

As an organi zation with
expertise in honme and community-
based services, we can provide
support as an external partner to
ensure that communities wth | DD
mai ntain their Medicaid disability
services. Lastly, we would like to
see an investnent in a stronger
commruni cati on channel between
di sability service providers,

DBHI DS, and our county assi stance
office. Gven the SNAP and Medi caid
changes, the CEO is processing an
unpr ecedent ed anount of paperwork,
naturally limting their ability to
comruni cate issues to the providers
and the public.

A sinple conmuni cati on
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breakdown with the CEO or a m ssed
renewal formcan result in a

Phi | adel phian |l osing their services
i mmedi ately. It takes nonths, if
not years to get back on these
services. W need stronger

communi cati on channel s and
transparency. The tine to

strengt hen these processes is now
before the CEOis inundated with
even nore paperwork. Thank you for
your tine.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

MS. KLI GERVAN:  Good
nmor ni ng, Counci |l nenbers. M nane is
Nicole Kligerman. | work at the
Nat i onal Donestic Wrkers Alliance,
where we organi ze nanni es, house
cl eaners, and caregivers. And |
want to really acknow edge this
extrenely full room of working
peopl e who have taken off work and

tinme to be here, because Mayor
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Par ker's budget fails all of us.

| want to really thank this
body for the | eadership that you
have denonstrated over the years to
wor ki ng peopl e through the Donestic
Wrker Bill of Rights, the Power
Act, the ICE-Qut |egislative
package, and Safe Heal t hy Hones,
just a couple of years ago. And
acknow edge al so that Phil adel phi a
| oves an unfunded nandate and Mayor
Par ker' s budget underfunds the
i ncredi bly inportant |egislation
that you have all passed.

Donestic workers are
prohi bited because of the | egacy of
ensl avenent in this country from
uni oni zation. The O fice of Wrker
Protections, which is flat funded
for the third year in a row, is the
only place where 750, 000 wor ki ng
Phi | adel phi ans can have their hard
fought, and in support of everybody

here, | know that those rights are
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enacted and with the absolute crisis
of deportation that we see going on

in this country now, the role of the
O fice of Worker Protections is even
nore i nportant.

Wth the Power Act that you
passed | ast year, continuing to flat
fund the O fice of Wrker
Protections is tantanobunt to a cut.
And in this budget, that's
ostensi bly one of economc nobility
t hat absol utely does not nake any
sense.

Further, just want to point
out that in Mayor Parker's
t wo- and-a-half years, as our -- as
our mayor, there has been a deputy
mayor for Labor for only a couple of
nmont hs. That position has been | eft
unfilled for a year, and that person
who was in that role was there for
only three nonths.

So if we want to be a city

t hat pronotes working people, if we
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want to budget that is for economc
mobility, we need to be fully
invested in the Ofice of Wirker
Protections, and we al so need

| eadership as in the Deputy Mayor of
Labor. And | ook forward to
followwng up with you all on that.
Thank you.

MR. BOOTH. Ckay. | guess
|"mup. Al right. Good norning,
Cty Council and residents in
Phi | adel phia. MW nane is Carlos C
Booth, Sr., a Nei ghborhood
Restorations tenant residing in
District 3, and a spokesperson for
One PA. Today, we, the residents
and the nenbers of One PA, stand
bef ore you seeking help wth the
hunongous undert aki ng: help keep
af fordabl e hones in existence. The
| owi ncone housing tax credit for
many Nei ghbor hood Restorations
projects are expiring.

These credits were issued
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many years ago, but they're com ng
due now and t hroughout the next few
years, up to 2037. Simlar, as |
mentioned, already expiring with
nore set to expire.

Wth the expiration of
t hese contracts, properties can be
bought and sold, and renters being
di spl aced as early as July of 2026.
These possibilities do exist. W
need your help. W can't do it by
ourselves. W don't have the
backi ng, but ourselves to keep
com ng before you in the city of
Phi | adel phia to hel p us undert ake
this hunongous task. Help us to
keep Phi |l adel phi a affordabl e.

The seniors and the el ders,
and there's a delineation of the
two. Seniors are |ike nyself,
people within their 70s up to 80s.
And then we have the el ders who are
80s and 90s. | know many of them

because | live in the senior
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bui | ding. They need help. They're
bei ng qui et because they don't care
anynor e.

These particul ar peopl e,
t hese seniors, these elders, a |ot
of them just say, "Wen ny tine
cones, I'Il die. 1'Il live here,
and I'Il die. They can bury ne. |

don't care anynore."” W need to care
about them They paid their dues.
Help themto |ive out the | ast days
of their lives confortably and not
worry about, "I mght not have a

place to live." That's w ong.

I n closing, because | see
the red lights are going on. | had
many things | want to say, and nmany
things that are in ny heart to say,
but in closing, I'll be considerate
of what's being put before ne by the
red lights. W need help. W stand
before you today as a group, One PA,

of residents of Phil adel phia,

advocates for the seniors, advocates
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for the elders, help us to keep the
city of Philadel phia affordable and
not given to the pressures and the
nmoney fromthe devel opers. Thank
you.

MS. LIGHTFORD: Rich
Ri si ng, everyone. M nane is
Fredrica Lightford. Tinme is running
out for the tenants who reside in
nei ghbor hood restorations, including
nmyself. The 925 units owned by Jim
Levi ne, announced | ast year that he
wants to sell the properties.

Let's take a nonment and
remenber the mass di splacenent in
2017 when close to 240 residents of
Penn Wnne Apartnents, |ocated in
West Phi | adel phia were forced to
nmove out follow ng the sale of the
building. W can't forget Penn
Town, a 70-unit affordabl e housing
conpl ex at 39th and Market. These
resi dents predom nantly Bl ack

wor ki ng-cl ass fam lies becane
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di spl aced in 2023, when the owner
deci ded not to renew a federal
housi ng contract.

| ' ve experienced
di spl acenment several tinmes. And it
initiates intent and enoti onal
feelings of despair. The ongoing
pandem c i s W despread and i ncreases
housing instability at a phenonenal
rate. Preserving these affordable
units are essential and to nany
devel opers, they may seem-- it may
seemas it neans -- it may be seen
nmeans of i nproving vul nerabl e
nei ghbor hoods.

In retrospect, it's not a
real renedy, because the goal for
themis to attract further
I nvestnents, increasing rental
prices and property taxes for
honmeowners. As a resident of this
city for nore than half a century,
| "' m asking you to be renenbered as a

party of people who can help
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safeguard the residents by including
noney in the budget to purchase
nei ghbor hood reservations. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Say your nane. Pl ease begin.

M5. DAVIS: Good norning.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good nor ni ng.

M5. DAVIS: M nane is
Christy Davis. | live in West
Philly. [I'malso a tenant of
Nei ghbor hood Restorations, as you --
as you guys just heard. They have
over 925 units that is up for sale.

| have lived in ny unit for
21 years; 21 years. | was told when
nmoving in that if | stayed for a
certain anount of years, that |
woul d be abl e to purchase ny hone.
Ckay? That was it. |'malso a
not her of three, ny youngest being
21. | have eight grandchildren.

My nomis house is where it
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all goes down; holidays, birthdays,
you nane it, it's ny house. | would
like to stay in ny house. | would
like to purchase ny house. | would
-- and I'"'masking for the city to
purchase these hones; this would be
very, very, very beneficial for
everybody. Not only people from
Proj ect Restorations as well as the
Local 33, and others that would |ike
to conme in and purchase their hone
for | ow market value. GCkay?

So again, we're asking for
the city to purchase these hones.
It's over -- and not only that, it
wi Il be over 3000 people that w il
be di splaced. Were are we going to
go? \Wiere are we going to go? So
again, we're asking for the city and
you guys, and thanks for hearing us
out, to purchase these hones. |
want to thank One PA.

| al so want to thank

Ms. Qunther for hel ping us along the
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way. Again, we need help and we're
asking for you guys to cone and show
sonme | ove. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

THE CLERK: Can we have
Hannah Hawt hor ne, Sal eemah McNei |,
Julio Rodriguez, Max Ray-Ri ek, Nada
Mays, Madel ynne Johns, and Frank
Cervone. Please make your way to
t he podi um

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That's a pretty baby.

M5. MAYS:. Thank you.
woul d say she's ny best work, but |
have two. Thank you for wel com ng
her. Gkay. D d they say who's
going first?

M5. MCNEIL: You are.

M5. MAYS. Oh, | am Do
you want ne to start?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Yeah, sure.

M5. MAYS: Ckay. Hello
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everyone. M nane is Nada Mays.

| "' m honored to be here. |'m not
going tolie, I'ma little bit
nervous. M first tinme taking part
in sonmething like this. |'mhere as
a Phil adel phia community nenber as
well as a small business owner.

And | have to say at this
point intime, | disagree wth the
Uber-Lyft tax, and let nme explain
why. |'m always a proponent of
social services. | actually am of
the m ndset that teachers should not
be paid less than six figures, entry
| evel .

But I, as a small business
owner, |I'ma registered dietician, |
specialize in culturally inclusive
nutrition. And | canme to --
actually I was born in Phil adel phia,
but | canme here strategically to
start ny business because | knew ny
community here could benefit from

the services | provide. But | can't
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afford to live here. I'mgoing to
be honest. M and ny famly are
getting desperate with the BIRT tax.

As soneone who's self-
enpl oyed, | did not get any
maternity | eave here in
Pennsyl vania. M best friend, she
is an RD, Registered Dietician, in
New Jersey. She got her six nonths.
But | was proud because |ast year |
actually nmade ny best profit, and |
was proud that | could put aside ny
savings to support nyself and ny
famly through ny maternity | eave.
And | could do it w thout being on
social services or in -- or have
out si de need.

But once |I got that BIRT
tax, | expected ny taxes to be
bet ween $10, 000 and $20,000. M tax
was $30, 000 and 10, 000 of that went
to the city because the city wants
this year, and they want next year

upfront. | want to be conpliant, |
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have two kids, | can't go to prison
right now D fferent tine,
di fferent day, but not this year.

So | love living here, |
| ove being part of ny comunity.
You'll catch me outside in the -- in
t he nei ghbor hood park cl eani ng up.
| want to give back, | want to
volunteer, but | can't afford to
live here. Literally, we are
neeting with tax professionals to
ki nd of see what do we have to do to
keep things afl oat.

Al'l of my bank accounts are
bel ow the threshold right now |I'm
payi ng bank fees because | am not at
the mnimumthreshold that | need to
be to -- what is it -- not have to
have those. | am novi ng noney
around trying to keep everything
af |l oat .

My husband is al so diving
into his savings to pay that tax. |

know ot her smal |l busi ness owners are
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paying -- are taking out their HELOC
| oans to pay the tax.

Pl ease, | want to be here.
And we -- as Phil adel phia, we need
the diversity of these small
businesses. | live in Port
Ri chnond. | don't know if you've
ever been on R chnond Street. It's
beautiful. They want businesses to
be there, but small businesses are
not going to be able to afford to
conme to this city. And | know
t hrough personal conversations, a
| ot of people are leaving the city
or closing their businesses just
based off this year.

So pl ease give us sone
relief. | want to pay ny taxes to
the city | want to -- these are our
treasures. | want to put ny kids in
public school. | want to see
schools thriving. | want to see
social services thriving. | want to

see | ess honel essness. | want to
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see ny senior citizens taken care
of, and | actually want to be a part
of that fight, but I can't afford to
doit, and | can't afford to | ose ny
home with this.

So with the BIRT and the
Uber -- the Uber-Lyft, | feel |ike
us small famlies we're being
squeezed to a place that isn't
necessary and we don't need to be
squeezed. | don't think that the
Uber and Lyft conpanies are going to
absorb the fees, unfortunately. |
do think it's going to cone down to
the drivers. | do think it's going
to conme down to us as patrons, and |
live near where -- okay, near Port
Ri chnond.

One last thing, we have all
of the stores over there. | can't
tell you how many tines | see wonen
in my scenario pushing strollers on
a hundred degree days. Not a single

tree over there, which is another
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i ssue. And where they should be
able to afford Uber or Lyft. These
are the people who are going to
suffer. | don't want to see a dead
baby in the hospital because of heat
stroke, because they couldn't afford
that Uber or Lyft tax.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

M5. MAYS: And this is
Sel ma.

M5. MCNEIL: Onh, that's
Selma? |'m Sal eemah. Look at this,
al i gn.

M5. MAYS: That's so great.
It's a beautiful piece, right?

M5. MCNEIL: Yes. GCood
day, Council nmenbers. M nane is
Sal eemah McNeil and |I'mthe Founder
and Executive Director of Gshun
Fam ly Center. For the past eight
years, we have stood on the front
| ines of Phil adel phia's naternal

mental health crisis, providing
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t herapy, doula care, |actation
support, advocacy, and healing
spaces for famlies too often
overl ooked by traditional systens.
Today, | am asking this
Council to invest in a different
future. Qur permanent hone on
Frankfort Avenue in Kensington,
| ocated in District 6, will becone
the Maternal Wellness Center, an
I nnovati ve community rooted hub,
desi gned to support nothers, babies,
fathers, and famlies across
Phi | adel phi a, before they reach the
br eaki ng poi nt.
| want to acknow edge
Counci | menber M ke Driscoll and the
opportunity for District 6 to | ead
the way in redefining what maternal
heal t hcare and prevention can | ook
like in our city. Because right
now, too many famlies are falling
t hrough the cracks.

Just weeks ago,
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Phi | adel phi a was devastated by the
tragi c death of a newborn invol ving
a teenage nother in Northern
Li berties. The story is
heart breaking, but it is also a
war ning. Untreated nental health
needs, fear, trauma, isolation, and
| ack of support are still shaping
outconmes for our famlies every
single day. W cannot continue to
build systens that only respond
after tragedy.

Last year al one, Oshun
Fam |y Center provided over 1300
t herapy sessions to over 160
i ndi vidual s, not counting the
famlies and couples that we served
as well. Through Bl ack Mater nal
Heal th Week, which is April 11th
t hrough the 17th, we nobilized
hundr eds of Phil adel phi ans nore
t hrough direct service, education,
and advocacy.

Wth Medicaid credentialing
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now secured and expansi on underway,
we are preparing to serve even nore
famlies in a deeper, nore

sustai nable way. This Center w |
create jobs, expand access to
culturally responsive nental
heal t hcare, doula and | actation
servi ces, workforce devel opnent, and
holistic famly well ness under one

r oof .

Today, we are requesting a
snmal |l but mighty $1 mllion capital
I nvest nent because Phi | adel phi a
famlies deserve nore than survival.
They deserve care, prevention,
dignity, and a systembuilt to help
themthrive before crisis occurs.
Repr oducti ve care across the
spectrumis healthcare. M nane is
Sal eemah McNeil and |I' mthe Founder
and Executive Director of OGshun
Fam ly Center. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you.
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M5. JOHNS: Madel ynne
Johns. | amhere with Transit
Forward Phi | adel phia advocating wth
t he package and delivery tax be in
the city budget to fund SEPTA Zero
Fare and Student Fares. Fromthe
di scussions | have held with
st akehol ders who are affected by
t hese services, | have | earned about
t hi s geographi c and financi al
chal | enges the current SEPTA St udent
Fare Program poses for many students
and their famlies.

The current SEPTA Student
Fare Programlimts student nobility
and pl aces financial burden on
student famlies to transport their
children to opportunities around
Phi | adel phia. M ddle and high
school students in Philly deserve
the freedomof nobility and access
to opportunities that will help
build their futures.

Unfortunately, the current
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SEPTA Student Fare Program does not
go far enough. Students who |ive
less than 1.5 mles fromtheir
school and who have jobs after
school, enrichment activities on the
weekend or prograns over the summer
are unable to use their SEPTA passes
to reach them

| ' ve spoken with a student
who is not even eligible for the
Student Fare Program because he
lives 1.4 mles fromhis school. He
nmentioned that he typically bikes to
school, but in the winter it's too
cold to bike even if the bike |Ianes
are plowed. Think about having to
wal k by -- walk or bike 1.4 mles to
school during a Philadel phia w nter.
This pass is not supporting the
student nobility or academ c
success.

| have al so spoken with a
student who is required by her high

school to conplete volunteer hours
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to graduate. She's only avail abl e
to conplete these hours on the
weekend, and since her Student Fare
pass does not work on the weekends,
she nmust pay her fare to travel to
conpl ete this graduation
requirenent.

| ' ve spoken with students
who do not have faith in the current
public transportation systemt hat
Phi | adel phia offers, but have said
t hat having increased access to
af fordabl e transportation through an
expanded SEPTA Student Fare Program
woul d increase their confidence in
Phi | adel phia's public transportation
system Expanding the current SEPTA
Student Fare Program has the
potential to turn Phil adel phia
students into lifelong public
transportation riders. D.C, New
Yor k, Chicago, San Francisco, and
Seattle all have universal student

fare systens in place for their
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st udent s.

We are asking you to
consi der expandi ng the current SEPTA
Student Fare Programin the city
budget with the package delivery
taxes so that m ddl e and hi gh school
students in Phil adel phia can al so
utilize affordable public
transportation to access growh
opportunities around their city.
Thank you for your tinme and
attention.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

MR R EK M nane is Max
Ray- Ri ek. Good norning. | thank
you for listening to ny testinony.
"' ma nenber of the Philly Honel ess
Uni on. For over four years, we've
been docunenting conditions in
shelters and safe havens in
Phi | adel phia. Through our
experience in research, we have cone

to the conclusion that shelters are
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Page 104
not an effective |long-termsolution
t o honel essness.

We are encouragi ng Council
to approve the hotel tax and
expanded budget for OHS on the
condition that OHS invest in
per manent housi ng, not expandi ng the
shelter system W' re asking that
OHS al so establish safe sl eeping
areas for people to whom i ndoor
shelter is not accessible, to
establish a paid advisory board of
peopl e who are or were recently
honel ess with real decision making
power and whose nenbers do not work
for OHS, DBHI DS or shelter providers
In other capacities, and to
establish a property recei pt system
hol di ng people's property in an
easily accessible location when it's
renoved by city workers or private
property owners.

W believe shelters are not
a long-term sol uti on because
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congregate housing is nore
dangerous. Wth nost shelter
residents reporting they fear for
their safety due to conflicts

bet ween residents, m streatnent by
staff, theft, and unsafe physical
condi tions such as falling bricks,
|l ack of fire exit plans, |ack of
soap and ot her hygi ene suppli es,
etc.

In addition, nost shelter
residents report they're not able to
nmeet with a case nmanager in a tinely
fashi on and get assistance applying
for housing they nmay be eligible for
or finding a landlord who wll work
with them W©Many people are staying
In our shelter system or bouncing
bet ween shelter and the streets for
years at a time. Gven that shelter
beds cost over $1,600 per person per
mont h, on average, we're wasting
people's tinme and noney war ehousi ng

people in unsafe shelters rather
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t han hel ping people pay rent on
their own place. Thank you.

M5. PUGH: |'mup here for
Julio Rodriguez, but ny nane is
Narita Pugh. Julio is with the
Bi cycle Coalition. 1'mhere with
the Bicycle Coalition, Transit
Forward, Famlies for Safe Streets,
and Vision Zero for Phil adel phi a.
am a parent who commutes on SEPTA.
| do drive, and I'malso a
prof essi onal pedestrian. M kids
use public transit, grandkids, ny
famly bikes as well. | want to
make sure that everybody, ny famly
i ncluded, is able to nmake it hone
safely every night.

As an active nenber of
Famlies for Safe Streets, it's
I nportant to | ook towards progress
and our infrastructure and this
beautiful city that we live in. W
want to ensure that we're | ooking

out for all of our fellow citizens,
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every resident here. Everybody is
inportant, |'ve heard that earlier
today, we all do matter. |
encourage the city to keep investing
in all of us.

My ask here today
specifically, is for increase in the
budget for the Fiscal 27 year for
Vision Zero, specifically. 1I'm
asking for an increase in an
additional 2 mllion. | know we've
al ready been allocated to 5 mllion,
whi ch is gross, very nuch
appreciated. W do need nore. W
have a lot of things that we still
have to work on.

Just a quick aside, | |ost
nmy son who was a bike rider to a hit
and run tow truck driver. | don't
want to see that happen to anybody
else's famly nenbers. |f you don't
care about other people's famly,
care about yourself. | don't want

to see it happen to any of you-all.
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| want everybody to cone outside
every day, get back in the door
every day, not keep worrying about,
I's everybody okay? |s everybody
okay? Did they nake it? W know
peopl e are driving crazy,

reckl essly, selfishly.

So just asking for the ways
that we can try to educate by
tal ki ng about Vision Zero, talKking
about slow ng down, putting these
things in forward to change the
infrastructure of our city. New
road diets, the bike |anes, they are
critical. They're everywhere now.
Not everywhere, but there are a | ot
of places. W do need sone concrete
ones. The little plastic ones,
great to see them You ride past
them they're on the ground.

They're on the ground, that neans
sonebody's on the ground.

That's it, so just trying

to get that funding. Thank you.
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THE CLERK: We al so have
Jeanine Stewart, Dr. Karen Bel ding,
Stan Horow tz, Susan Hagner, Hope
Primus, and Nwenna Gates. Pl ease
come to the podi um

MR. CERVONE: (Good norni ng,
M. President, nmenbers of Council,
good to see you today. |'m Frank
Cervone, appearing today on behal f
of the Cvil G deon Task Force of
t he Phi |l adel phia Bar Associ ati on and
t he thousands of nen and wonen,
fathers and nothers and their kids
who are served by the Fam |y Court
Hel p Center.

Thousands of Phil adel phi ans
come to Fam |y Court each year
Wi thout a lawer. It's anong the
nost scary and conpl ex and
chal | engi ng nonents in their |ives.
Parents and caregi vers nust navi gate
custody and donestic viol ence cases
al one, often in high stakes, unsafe

enotional situations. Conplex forns

Page 109

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

and procedures create del ays,
rejected filings, and real risks for
children and famlies.

The solution is the help
center. The Phil adel phia Fam |y
Court Help Center is a collaborative
| egal help system between Fam |y
Court of Phil adel phia, Phil adel phia
Legal Assistance, and The Wonen
Agai nst Abuse that provides free
onsite | egal custody -- |egal
gui dance to thousands of self-
represented litigants in custody and
dedi cat ed donesti c abuse advocacy in
the DV filing unit.

The center is located in
the famly court building. Famly
Court donates the tine, the conputer
system mai ntenance. It's a
wonder ful partnership. These
agenci es provide staff, attorneys,
and paral egals to oversee the
vol unteers and to interact directly

with the litigants. There's a line
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every day that the place is open.
This is one of the nost in-denmand
operations in the city, and it cones
at no cost to those litigants. The
center and its host organi zations
need dedicated city funding to

mai ntai n and expand t hese vital

servi ces.

In 2024, 2,466 famlies
were served in custody matters and
over 1,500 survivors were assisted
i n PFA cases. Dedicated and
experienced advocates, |awers, |aw
students, paralegals, assist with
critical legal matters while
screening for donestic violence.
They reduce the nunber of rejected
filings, they increase custoner
satisfaction, they get the job done
for these famlies so they can get
on with their 1lives.

Federal funding ran this
pl ace for about 10 years, but that

fundi ng went away not by virtue of
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the Trunp Adm nistration or anybody
el se, but just by the passage of
time. And now PLA and Wnen Agai nst
Abuse need your help to keep it
going. W'd appreciate your
support. It's not a big ask. It's
a trenmendous | everage of vol unteer
services. Thank you for your
support. If you'd |ike to cone over
-- we've been in touch with all of
your staff, if you' d |ike to cone
for a tour, we'd |love to have you.
Thank you, sir.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. State your nane for the
record and pl ease begin.

M5. STEWART: Hi. |I'm
Jeanine Stewart, a licensed clinical
social worker in private practice in
Center City. Do | begin? kay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Pl ease begin your testinony.

M5. STEWART: (kay, thank

you. | canme to Philly for graduate
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school and stayed because | fell in
|l ove with Philly and its people and
wanted to help the people in the
city. | still want to do that, but
it's becone very challenging to see
nmy future here due to the city's
approach to neeting its funding
needs. Regressive taxes such as the
ri deshare tax and the BIRT exenption
renoval are a huge problemin the
fundi ng approach to this budget.

| inplore you please |listen
to the citizens of this city begging
you to put the burden of funding on
it -- on those who are equipped to
pay it; the corporations and the
weal thy. Due to the renoval of the
exenption on the first 100K in
earnings on the BIRT, ny total tax
bill was $8,000 nore than
anticipated this year and a 60
percent increase in ny city taxes
over |ast year.

There was no warni ng
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| eaving nme and 10 -- and 1099
wor kers across the city scranbling
to cone up with thousands of dollars
for this new tax at the |last m nute.
It's an -- it is absolutely crushing
and absurd. As aresult, I'm
| ooki ng at noving ny practice
outside of Philly and I have a tour
of an office in the suburbs
schedul ed for today. So do many
t herapi sts across the city.
Hundr eds of them have joined the
Facebook group, dinicians for BIRT
Ref or m

Now t hat nuch of therapy is
online, therapists in Philly who are
| icensed by the state, not the city,
can truly nove their practices
anywhere and still consider --
continue serving their existing
clients via telehealth. Mny have
al ready spoken up wth plans to
| eave. For so many, the BIRT tax is

the last strawin a city where taxes
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to 1099s were already nuch hi gher
than surrounding areas. Not to
mention so nuch higher than cities
across the nation.

Regressive tax neasures are
al so inmpacting ny clients who
al ready struggle wth synptons of
PTSD, including crippling anxiety
and depression. They feel
denoralized by the city's -- by the
deci sions of our |eaders, fromthe
president to the CEGCs to our state
and | ocal | eaders, which often
I ndi cate that those in power aren't
willing to address the crucial issue
of our day; the rich getting richer
and the poor getting poorer.

The peopl e who pull
Phi | adel phi ans out of depression,
anxiety, and the crippling inpacts
of trauma nust not be taxed out of
their homes. Nor nust the food
truck workers or the Uber and Lyft

drivers who make every day run nore
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snoothly for the people of the city.
O the countless nenbers of the
gigantic gig econony, all of whom
are now required to suddenly give up
six percent of their inconme to the
city. Not to nention that with the
prepay requirenent, that increase
this year is 12 percent. That's
absol utely devastating blow to the
city's workforce and it wll not be
able to cone back fromit. You wll
| ose the tax base that you have.

| urge you to hold a
hearing on Council nenber Driscoll's
Bill No. 251026 and pass it. This
adj usts the inpact of the BIRT
changes so that sole proprietors and
si ngl e owner LLCs get sone relief.
At the Mayor's neeting |ast week, a
Phi | adel phia citizen --

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Wnd it
up.

M5. STEWART: kay, |'I|

wind it up. The proposed -- there
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was a capital gains tax proposal
that would fund mllions of dollars
in the city's budget by sinply
shaving a fraction of a percentage
of capital gains off the wealthy.
W need neasures like this, a small
percentage increase to the wealthy,
not tax that gouges incone of 1099
wor kers struggling to make ends
meet. Thank you so nuch for your
time and attention.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JCOHNSON:
State your nane for the record, and
pl ease begi n.

M5. BELDING M nane is
Dr. Karen Eselson Belding. |I'ma
clinical psychologist. | have had a
sol o psychot herapy practice in
Phi | adel phia since becom ng |icensed
in 1990.

At 65, | feel lucky to be
in a profession that | |ove that
allows ne to continue working as

long as I'mable. Until this year,
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| planned to continue to see
patients for the indefinite future.
| amvery pleased to see that Muyor
Parker is |looking for creative ways
to fund the Phil adel phia school
system A strong public school
systemw Il be critical for hel ping
to nove our city forward, and it is
what the children and famlies of
Phi | adel phi a deserve.

| do not believe, however,
that placing a burden on fol ks who
use Lyft or Uper, folks in the gig
econony who drive for these
services, is the way forward. And
|''malso here to tal k today about
ot her tax burdens that are
unr easonabl e.

Li ke so many sol o
practitioners and other small
busi ness owners, | have been greatly
I npacted by the changes to the BIRT.
As a result of the renoval of the

ability to deduct the first $100, 000
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of incone, ny city taxes have
skyrocket ed.

Last year, | paid just over
four percent of ny business incone
to the city; this year it is well
over six percent. Last year, ny
BI RT was $1,213. This year | paid
$14,774. | recognize, by the way,
that | have privilege. | ama
person who has an advanced degree,
who has been working in ny field
since 28, and it is a privilege to
be able to pay taxes, but it's not a
privilege to give up all of ny
incone to the city.

My BI RT burden for this
year al one increased by $5,413.

This regressive tax neasure i s going
to have chilling effects. The young
prof essionals, and | counsel many of
them are sinply going to nove their
busi nesses outside of the city

rat her than continue to pay these

t axes.
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A der professionals |ike ne
wi Il close our businesses early.
Those who are able to offer a
sliding fee scale and serve patients
with | esser neans will no | onger be
able to do so. You need to
I ncentivize practitioners to stay in
the city. Because of the advent of
tel ehealth, we no | onger need to be
in town to see our patients. | can
personally see patients in 43 states
currently due to the inter-
jurisdictional contract.

Wiy would | keep ny
busi ness in Philadel phia? 1| |ove
Phil adel phia. [|'ve raised ny famly
here. 1've lived here since | was
23 years old. Please consider
Counci | person Driscoll's Bill --
Driscoll's Bill which will adjust
the BI RT changes so that sole
proprietors and single owner LLCs
get sone relief. Thank you.

SERGEANT- AT- ARVS: State
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your nane for the record.

M5. HAGNER Okay. M nane
IS Suzanne Hagner, and |I'm a nenber
-- I"'ma nmenber of Famlies for Safe
Streets, the Bicycle Coalition,
Philly Bi ke Action, and a
nei ghbor hood advocate for safe
streets. |1'masking for the Vision
Zero budget, particularly the
streets budget, to be increased by
nor e.

| know 2 mllion, | don't
think that's enough, and I'l1l tell
you why. | noved back to
Phi | adel phia 14 years ago and |
lived in Wssahi ckon nei ghbor hood,
which is right off of Henry Avenue.
In the first couple of years, four
people were killed fromtraffic
vi ol ence there, and there was very,
very little attention given.

But | nmet wth the streets
engi neer who then introduced ne to

t he penn. engi neer, and that section
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of Henry Avenue, which was the nost
dangerous, the nost fatal accidents,
has now been conpletely
restructured. We have new traffic
lights, we have red |ight caneras,
we have an elevated nulti-use trail
t hat goes along that section for
bi cyclists, runners, wal kers. And
we have not had anyone hit or
injured or killed there.

| want to focus on -- |
know t hat we are not neeting Vision
Zero. | read -- | read the report
and we are still having three to
four children a week hit on our city
streets, and so speed cushions are
not doing it. And we have an
epidem c of hit and run drivers who
are hitting people and killing them
The nunbers of people killed in our
streets has not gone down from hit
and run drivers. W're currently --
we have a petition going with Philly

-- Phil adel phia Bi ke Action for West
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Mar ket Street where there have been
so many deat hs.

And | just want to point
out, because | was so affected by
this, that |ast Novenber, two wonen,
bot h enpl oyed, were killed by hit
and run drivers on Market Street at
36th and 33rd. They were going --
one woman was goi ng to work, she was
In the pedestrian crosswal k, when
she was hit by a speeding driver who
ran the red light and took off. The
ot her woman was al so at work, but
she had gone out to get sonething to
eat when she was hit in a pedestrian
crosswal k.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Let her wap up. That's okay.

M5. HAGNER Okay. | wll.
|"mjust asking for the Vision Zero
budget to be really increased so we
can have structural inprovenents.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Hey, Stan.
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MR HORONTZ: Hi.
Greetings. M nane is Stan
Horowitz, | reside in Fairnount,
which is Council -- Gty Council
District 5. |I'ma wayward bicycle
commuter and here with the Bicycle
Coalition to request significantly
i ncreased Vision zero funding in the
operating budget Bill 261099.

I nvesting in Vision Zero is
I nvesting in Philadel phi ans.

Article 1, Section 27 of the

Pennsyl vani a Constituti on guarantees
al | Pennsyl vanians the right to
clean air, water, and land. City
Hal | needs to stop favoring

aut onobi | e-centric policies because
aut onobi | e exhaust is a significant
contributor to death and suffering
of Phi | adel phi ans.

Phi | adel phi ans who di e on
Phi | adel phia's -- Philly's roads
don't pay taxes, don't generate

econom c activity, and they don't
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even vote. |f Mayor Parker's
ri deshare tax i s passed, nore
Phi | adel phians wll travel with --
via bicycle thus making safe streets
an even higher priority. Philly is
far fromwhere it needs to be in
I npl enmenti ng Vision Zero.

As | pointed out to Council
Presi dent Johnson in Hoboken | ast
Cctober, making Philly's roads safer
for pedestrians and bicycle riders
al so benefits notorists and enhances
equity in how our city's roads are
utilized. Vision Zero addresses
climate change, enhances Philly's
climate resilience, and prevents
road deaths and injuries such as
State Rep Mal col m Kenyatta's
husband, Dr. Matthew Kenyatta, who
was seriously injured by a notori st
| ast week while he was biking hone
fromwork at Tenple University.

For these reasons, | ask

everyone on Cty Council to reduce
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road injuries and deaths and |live up
to Pennsylvania's Constitution by
fully funding Vision Zero to the
great est extent possible. Thanks
for your tine.

M5. GATES: Good norni ng,
everyone. M/ nane is Nwenna Kai
Gates, and | amrepresenting the
Community Col | ege of Phil adel phia as
well as |I'ma proud nenber of AFT
2026, our faculty and staff union at
CCP.

At CCP, |I teach in the
Engl i sh and Bl ack Studies
departnents. | teach courses |ike
research, paper witing, public
speaking, African literature,
African Anmerican literature, and a
contenporary black ci nema course.
| ' ve been teaching there for about
14 years.

During ny tine there, |'ve
participated in fell owships,

published in literary journals, and
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|'ve continued to grow as an
educator and a scholar. And like so
many of ny coll eagues there, | bring
all of these experiences back into
the classroom Qur students at CCP
are | earning from peopl e deeply
commtted to their craft and to this
city, but they can only receive that
as long as there is sustained

i nvestnment in their education.

|"malso a nother to a
publ i c-school student at Henry
Houst on El enentary School in West
Mount Airy. So | stand before you,
not only as an educator, but as a
concerned parent invested in the
future of Phil adel phia's public
education system from ki ndergarten
t hrough col | ege.

So you've heard a | ot about
me, but let ne tell you about ny
students. M students are fornerly
I ncarcerated individuals working to

rebuild their lives. M students
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are navi gating addiction and
emailing me to tell ne that they're
taking a day off, not to give up but
to celebrate their sobriety.

My students are survivors
of gun violence. Sonme have | ost
i mbs, sone are elderly returning to
school to prove to thenselves and to
their grandchildren that it's never
too late. Qur students are first
generation Anericans. They speak
mul ti pl e | anguages, they are raising
chil dren, buildi ng businesses,
caring for sick parents, and
supporting famlies with children
who have special needs. And they
still show up.

Sonetinmes they are |ate
because the bus didn't cone.
Sonmetimes they fall asleep in class,
not fromlack of care, but from
exhaustion and hunger. They are
resilient, determ ned, and deeply

deservi ng of opportunity. |'ve had
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the privilege of taking students
out si de of the classroom | have
traveled with students to Al abama
for a civil rights trip. | have
traveled with students to Ghana,
West Africa for the first tine,
experiencing the African conti nent
I n ways that have transfornmed how
they see thensel ves and the worl d.
These are the kinds of |ife-changing
experiences that investnent nakes
possi bl e.

When you invest in CCP and
in the School District of
Phi | adel phia, you are investing in
peopl e, real people with real
chal | enges and real potential. Wen
you don't invest, the consequences
are just as real. It leads to
overwor ked, burnt-out faculty and
staff.

And | et's be honest,
Phi | adel phia finds noney when it

wants to. We find noney for
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st adi uns, | arge-scale housing and
busi ness devel opnents, and for
gl obal events. So the question
isn't whether the resources exist,
the question is, what do we val ue
beyond the caneras? |If we val ue our
students, if we value our future,
then we nust continue to invest in
institutions |ike CCP and the School
District of Philadel phia. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JCOHNSON:
How are you doing? State your nane
for the record and pl ease begi n.

M5. PRIMJS. Thank you.
Good afternoon, Council President
and coommttee nenbers. M nane is
Hope Primus. | am a resident of the
8th District. | amtestifying today
on the FY 2027 budget, specifically
regarding the financial stability of
our city's loan funds and the
Foundati onal Bl ack Anericans they

serve. W face a capital crisis;
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treasury is proposing a $204 mllion
cut on the CDFlI fund and new rul es
that disqualify LIHEAP and school

l unch enroll nment as | owincone

pr oof .

For exanpl e, the
Phi | adel phi a Accel erator Fund turned
$6 mllion in loans into 55 mllion
I n devel opnent and 163 hones. Under
t he new rul es, nonconpliance coul d
trigger a recapture of past awards,
literally demandi ng back noney
al ready spent on those 163 units.
This funding cliff will hit
Foundati onal Bl ack Anmericans first
and har dest.

Mayor Parker's budget
proposes a $91 mllion federal
fundi ng reserve. M questions for
the Council are; one, wll a portion
of the 91 mlIlion be earnmarked as a
| ocal bridge fund for |enders who
| ose federal status due to these new

treasury rul es?
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And secondly, how will the
Economic Mobility Cabinet ensure
Foundati onal Bl ack Anmericans do not
| ose access to essential credit and
counseling during the shift? In
concl usi on, Phil adel phi a cannot
achieve One Philly if our
Foundati onal Bl ack Anmerican
nei ghbor hoods' financial backbone is
di smant | ed.

| urge the Council to
ensure that the final versions of
Bill Nos. 260200, 260201, and 260202
I ncl ude explicit safeguards for our
| ocal financial infrastructure,
especially for FBAs. | also have a
fax that | wll give to the sergeant
of arns to give nore information as
wel | as sone response or sol utions.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

THE CLERK: Can we have
Candi s Davis, Gabe Carrion, Annette

Page 132

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

Randol ph, N kki Grant, Naval Petrie,
Ml es Onen, Patricia Geen, and
Lorrai ne Mobley. Please cone to the
podi um

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
How are you doing? State your nane
for the record and pl ease begi n your
t esti nony.

M5. DAVIS: Yes. Good
nor ni ng, everyone and good norni ng,
Counci | menbers. Thank you for
listening to ny testinony. Please
bear with ne, it's ny very first
time. M nane is Candis Davis, and
|'"'ma disability advocate, an
Over brook resident, and a consumer
of Liberty Resources | ncorporated.
|"mtestifying today as a part of
t he Phil adel phia Coalition for
Af f ordabl e Communi ti es.

| " ve been a resident of
Phi | adel phia for 11 years, and |
acquired nmy disability that you see

today due to conplications from
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COvVID-19. M newreality changed
everything. Since acquiring ny

di sability, my brother and | have
had to nove not once, but tw ce
because access is still treated |ike
a luxury, and affordability feels
nmore |ike a nmyth.

Even now in Overbrook, |I'm
still navigating spaces that were
never built with ne in mnd. M
rent is three tinmes ny incone. |'II
allow that to sink in. | live with
my brother w thout whom!| woul dn't
have a place to |live because the
system was never designed for nme to
survive it al one.

|'ve been on the PHA public
housing list for four years; four
years of waiting, hoping, and being
told not yet. M story is not
uni que and that's what nakes this
difficult. 1 live in Council
District 4 where 30 percent of us

are disabled, just like ne. So when
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| say this is bigger than ne, | nean
t hat .

This is why we're calling
for City Council to invest $15
mllion in Adaptive Modification
Program and $140 million in Rental
Housi ng Production and Preservati on.
$80 mllion in Basic Systens Repair
and $6 mllion in Shall ow Rent
Progranms, and $45 million in the
Eviction Diversion rent paynents.
|"mtrying to live in a city that
has continued to ask nore of its
residents but has yet to make people
with disabilities a priority.

However, we're still here
advocating for housing access for
al |l because access is not a
privilege and affordable
accessibility housing is not a
luxury, it's a human right. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you.
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M5. DAVIS: Ch, sorry.
Sorry, give nme one nonent.

M5. GRANT: Good afternoon,
Counci | menbers. M nane is N kki
Gant. |'ma resident of West
Phil adel phia in District 3. | want
to first thank this body for passing
the outside -- ICE Qut |egislation
and Safe Healthy Hones. | was
encouraged to see you all standing
up for the dignity of our inmm grant
and return nei ghbors. Know that we
are with you as you continue to
fight for our right to breathe clean
air and to keep our school s open.

Today, | want to tal k about
what's m ssing from Mayor Parker's
budget that fails to neet the
monment. Mobile crisis teans are a
i fesaving resource for people
experiencing a nental health crisis.
We know it works. As you heard on
Monday, nore and nore people are

using this service, but the city is
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not keeping up with the denmand.

Last year, we had the
chance to add just $3 mllion to
hel p neet that demand, and it didn't
happen. You can fix that this year.

You al so heard from DBHI DS
that the com ng changes to Medicaid
w il see an estimted 84, 000
Phi | adel phi ans on the | ow end | ose
their coverage and access to nental
heal th services. As soneone who has
been on Medicaid in order to get the
medi cation | needed for ny nental
health, | can tell you that it is
al ready chal l enging systemto
navi gate when you are just trying to
make it through the day.

| urge Council to ensure
there's energency heal thcare funding
to support people who will fall
t hrough the cracks.

Finally, | ask that Council
al | ocat e $500, 000 for the Abortion

Li berati on Fund of Pennsylvania. In
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t he wake of 2022 Dobbs deci sion,

Phi | adel phi a becane a nati onal

| eader in protecting abortion access
by directly funding its | ocal
abortion fund.

As you saw in the |ast
week, the crisis is far from over.
In fact, federal attacks on
reproductive healthcare are
i ntensifying as we knew t hey woul d.
Despite this, Parker's budget
stripped funding for ALF-PA | ast
year.

Thi s body can do the right
thing and conmt a half a mllion
dollar to ALF-PA so that
Phi | adel phi ans who are living in
deep poverty can access abortion
care. Thank you.

MR. CARRION: Good
aft ernoon, Council nenbers, President
Johnson. Thank you for taking the
tinme to listen to us today. M nane

is Gabe Carrion, and I'"'ma full-time
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assi stant professor of physics and
engi neering at the Community Col | ege
of Phil adel phi a and have been at the
college for three years. |'malso a
proud nenber of AFT, Faculty and
Staff Federation of CCP, Local 2026.

And |'m here today to ask
City Council to increase funding for
CCP and for CCP -- and for CCP s
adm nistration to follow through on
prom ses that were nade to the CCP
communi ty during our |ast collective
bar gai ni ng agreenent. Prom ses and
funding that would significantly
benefit the lives of the nenbers of
the CCP community as a whol e and
specifically our student body.

| "' m aski ng on behal f of the
CCP, specifically, I'masking on
behal f of the CCP community for free
transit passes for students and for
t he devel opnent of a childcare
center -- the devel opnent of a

chil dcare center that would cater to
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the children of students, staff, and
faculty.

As you al ready may be aware
fromDr. Marshall's or President
Marshal | 's statenents yesterday, a
significant portion of CCP students
cone from working class househol ds.
Househol ds where resources are
al ready stretched far too thin, and
where relief fromthe cost of
transportation and chil dcare coul d
go a long way to hel p our students
focus on education. [|'ve known
count | ess students who coul dn't nake
it to class because they coul dn't
afford the cost of transportation.
Students bl ocked from-- students
bl ocked fromlearning solely due to
cost.

Addi tional ly, about 20
percent of ny students have
children. And during ny tine at
CCP, |'ve had many students who have

had to skip class because they
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couldn't secure childcare. Students
who had to nake a choi ce between
getting an education or taking care
of their child. No student, and
better yet, no parent should have to
make this choice. Transit passes
and childcare would relieve a
significant burden on our students
and allow themto focus on what they
shoul d be doing, which is getting an
educati on.

Thi s past Saturday, Mayor
Par ker spoke at CCP's commencenent.
I n her address, Mayor Parker shared
nmovi ng and inspirational stories
about her hunbl e upbringi ng; being
born to a teenage nother and raised
by her grandparents. She shared how
her famly was on wel fare and how
her grandnother would stand in the
line at the welfare office and felt
i ke her dignity was not respected
j ust because she needed help. And

that's all our students are asking
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for is help.

Now, | woul d guess t hat
Mayor Parker's nother and
grandparents at tinmes woul d' ve | oved
to have subsidi zed transportation or
chil dcare offered by their jobs, but
sadly, but that was not the case.
But we have a chance to change that
for the next Mayor Parker, who m ght
currently be sitting in a classroom
at CCP and increased funding for a
CCP or -- excuse ne, increased
funding for CCP transit passes and
chil dcare could nmake it so that the
next mayor doesn't have to face the
chal | enges that our current mayor
did. Thank you very mnuch.

MR FOX: H . Good
nmor ni ng, Council nenbers. M nane is
Cortez Fox. |'m speaking on behal f
of ny peer, Neville Petrie, a
student of Science Leadership
Acadeny in the 5th District. [|I'm

here in support of attaining funding
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for the district. Thank you.

Due to the funding deficit
that is present in the district, ny
Al gebra 2 teacher, and possibly
future statistics teacher, is being
laid off at the end of the year. In
addition to that, right now our
school only has two statistics
teachers and next year it wll be
only one.

To addition -- to add even
nore to that, next year, our school
will be -- will add -- will admt
nore students it has in prior years.
This neans that in addition to
| osing a teacher, we're al so gaining
nore students. This will lead to an
unst abl e teaching environnent with
bi gger classes. Wile ny math
t eacher supports ne in also every --
while ny math teacher supports ne,
it is also everyday staff nenbers in
the buil ding who supports ny

academ c endeavors.
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Lastly, while the Uber tax
wi ||l generate significant anmounts of
funding for our district, | cannot
bring nyself to support it if it
nmeans that cost will be picked up by
Phi | adel phi ans.

Qur economi c -- our econony
Is already becom ng nore and nore
expensive these -- and this tax wll
be paid by everyday Phil adel phi ans
and not only the one percent. W
were given tal king points to support
the Uber tax and one nore that was
-- that the one percent of people
who depend on Uber nake under
$50, 000. But even as a 16-year-old,
| know t hat $50,000 is barely enough
to get by, especially if you have to
rely on Uber. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON: Thank you so nuch,
dear. Let's give himanother round
of applause. It was so good to see

you. Qur young people providing
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advocacy. W're so proud of you and
we hope that you continue to do so.
Pl ease proceed. State your nane for
the record and --

M5. MOBLEY: M nane is
Lorraine Mobley. | ama lifelong
resi dent of Phil adel phia, an active
voter, and a nenber of the
Rebui | di ng Toget her Phi |l adel phi a
Executive Board. The housing crisis
-- and also we are a nenber of
Phi | adel phia Coalition for
Af f ordabl e Communi ti es.

The housing crisis in
Phi |l adel phia is real. W need to
recogni ze it and consciously do
sonet hing about it. In
Phi | adel phia, nore than one in four
homeowners are payi ng nore than they
can afford for their housing
expense, leaving little or no noney
for other necessities.

Si nce 2000, the medi um hone

val ue rose 120 percent while nedi um
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I nconme rose only 7 percent. Half of
al | Phil adel phi a's househol d earns
| ess than $62, 000 and 100, 000 of
t hose househol ds earn | ess than
$15,000. It's not that the owner
occupant doesn't want to fix their
honme, that they have the noney and
won't do it. They just don't have
t he noney.

| drove through ny old
nei ghbor hood the ot her day and the
only things that was the sane were
the nanes of the streets. The
entire area had been gentrifi ed.
There were no famliar buildings
except for the Catholic Church. It
was |i ke ny past had been erased;
becanme invisible. | nean, this is
happeni ng all over Phil adel phi a.

In North, West, and South
Phi | adel phi a, displacenent due to
ri sing housing costs has pushed nore
than 40 percent of black residents

out of their neighborhoods since
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2000. The crisis is breaking our
communi ties apart.

Good hone repair prograns
can change this. It wll preserve
housi ng stock and sl ow down
gentrification. W are here today
because we want you to know about
t he housi ng needs in your district
to invest $80 nmillion in Basic
System Repairs, $15 mllion in
Adaptive Mdification, $140,000 --
$140 mllion dollars -- I'msorry --
i n Rental Housing Production and
Preservation, $6 mllion in a
Shal | ow Rent Program and $45 mllion
in Eviction Diversion Rent Paynents.

| want to personally thank
Counci | person O Rourke and Gty
Counci |l for passing that safe hone
bill. | just want to say this here;
it showed strength and conpassi on
and enpathy for stand -- and
standi ng up for those who coul d not

stand up for thenselves, and | thank
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you.

MR. ONEN. Good afternoon.
My nane is Mles Onen. |I'ma
resident of Brewerytown in the 5th
District, a regular user of our
roads and transit systens and the
Vision Zero Commttee Co-Chair for
5t h Square Advocacy, and sonmeone who
nearly every day sees deadly actions
on our streets.

| Iive right on Grard Ave.
| I ove the vibrancy, the
accessibility to stores, and
transit, and nost inportantly, the
peopl e. Every day, there are people
wal ki ng, connecting wth nei ghbors,
pushi ng baby strollers, enjoying the
sun at an outdoor cafe and waiting
for the bus and trolley.

Every day, | also see
people get hit or alnost get hit by
vehicles. |'ve lost count of the
crashes |'ve personally w tnessed on

just ny corner.

Page 148

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

Last sumrer, nmy w ndow
shook when a car exploded after a
drunk driver collided with a |ight
pole. Right now, the vibrancy of
Grard is in spite of our unsafe
streets, not because of it. |It's
amazi ng peopl e wal k anywhere at all
wi t h how dangerous it can be out
t here.

This year, 33 peopl e have
been killed in traffic violence in
the city of Philadel phia. These are
your nei ghbors, your friends, your
| oved ones, people who just wanted
to freely and safely nove about our
city, but were killed because of how
we design our streets and enforce
our traffic laws. W know how to
reduce and elimnate these deaths
and all the injuries and trauma that
traffic violence causes.

Vision Zero is a field-
tested, results-proven nethod to

create safer streets for all users
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of the road. By using design to
sl ow down vehicles, create protected
| anes for nore vul nerabl e road
users, and enforcing the traffic
| aws we have in the books, other
cities throughout the US have
I npl enented Vision Zero
recommendati ons and seen results.

Philly only invests $5
mllion. That's the sane as | ast
year, which neans we're -- with
inflation, we are actually cutting
the Vision Zero budget for this
year. For $2 million nore, we can
address this inflation, build nore
safety infrastructure, which
protects nore people, supports
communi ties, and save |ives.
Thirty-three deaths is 33 too nany.

Pl ease support the ability
to safely travel around our city.
Vision Zero works. It just needs
your support. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Can we have
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Paul Prescod, Jerrett Johnson,
Shannon Crintini, Mdison Nardy,
Nat asha Dani el a de Lim Md ynn,
Raynond Ki ng, and Hei di Goni orKk.
Pl ease cone to the podi um

MR, JOHNSON. Al right.
Good norning. My nane is Jerrett
Johnson. |'ma Lead Transit
Organi zer for 5th Square Advocacy
and Transit Foward Phil adel phi a.
|'"'mhere to support the expansi on of
the student fares and al so the
support of Zero Fares for adults.
Maki ng Zero Fares pernanent.

Qur youth -- first for the
student fares, our youth deserves
the chance for independence to get
to school, after school jobs,
shopping, and leisure activities, as
wel | as summer opportunities and
I nternshi ps wi thout cost barriers.
Ri ght now, Student Fare cards do not
wor k on weekends, holidays, and all

summer | ong when students have
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prograns or jobs to reach. Not all
students are delinquents; there are
young people that want to have a
future in striving society.

Students in New York Cty,
Seattle, and Washi ngton and D. C.
have 24/7 access to student fares
with New York City and Seattle
havi ng no geographic restrictions at
al | .

Zero Fare -- the second
thing | want to talk is Zero Fares.
Zero Fare is inportant because it'l|
give famlies and adults that have
| ow i ncones a chance to thrive in
society as well. | know a wonan who
works in the sports stadi uns and she
wor ks for Aramark. She has a
daughter that's a sophonore in high
school who goes to the Phil adel phia
-- yeah, Phil adel phia -- the School
District of Philadel phia. But yet,
on ni ghts and weekends and sumrers

when her Student Fare Card is not
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acceptable, it's hard for her to
shel |l out noney for her daughter to
get sonmewhere. So she has to
sacrifice her time when she's off
just so her daughter can have a good
time. And that's unacceptable. W
got to pay it forward.

| have a vehicle. | still
ride at | east once a week with the
one- day conveni ence pass at SEPTA --
for SEPTA at $7.50. It is better
t han parking, which is like $19 for
a day. | do this because | want to
pay it forward for those who rely on
public transit. | used to ride
public transit every single day, so
|"mpaying it forward, and al so
| ooki ng out for your neighbor as
well, who is in need.

By expandi ng t hese
prograns, it'll open doors for
adults and kids. It'lIl give thema
chance to explore the outside.

It'1l give young famlies wth the
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kids. One of those famlies that
are -- that are with us today, and
she -- you'll hear for her story a
little later, wll tell a story.

So in conclusion, |I'm going
to quote the -- a paraphrase or a
l'ine from Janes Brown. Pl ease,
pl ease, please invest in our youth
because they're our future.
Because you're | ooking at the next
Gty Council woman or man. You're
| ooki ng at the next news reporter,
news anchor. You're |looking at the
next basketball star. So pl ease
I nvest in our youth. They're our
future. Qur youth depends on it.
Thank you.

M5. NARDY: (Good norni ng.
| want to start off by thanking this
Council for passing |ICE Qut and Safe
Heal thy Honmes. And | want to
hi ghli ght that that is what
responding to real conmunity needs

| ooks Iike. M nane is Madison
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Nardy. |'mthe Executive D rector
of 215 Peoples Alliance. W
organi ze residents across Northeast
Philly and the choices in this
budget - -
COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Ma' am pardon ne one
nmoment - -
M5. NARDY: Yeah, sorry.
COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: -- | apol ogi ze for the
interruption. Council wll be at
ease. Pl ease proceed.
M5. NARDY: Can | restart?
COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Wl | --
M5. NARDY: Ckay. G eat.
COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: -- pardon ne one
nmonment. |If you could just restart
the clock for this constituent so
that she could restart, that would
be appreciated. Thank you kindly.

Pl ease proceed.
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M5. NARDY: Thank you.

Shout out again for passing I CE Qut
and Safe Heal thy hones. That's what
real |eadership |looks |like. M nane
I's Madi son Nardy. |'mthe Executive
Director of 215 Peoples Alliance.

We organi ze residents across

Nort heast Philly, and the choices in
this budget are actively hurting
wor ki ng peopl e.

Qur city has just lost 17
schools in addition to the 24
schools we lost in 2013 when | was
in high school. | was -- | ama
lifelong resident of South Philly.
| went to Creative and Perform ng
Arts on Broad and Chri sti an.

In 2013, we didn't have a
musi cal that year; insane. And our
ki ds deserve better, and we don't
need to backtrack to that.

So while our city in the
| ast 13 years has just |ost over 30

school s, close to 45, at the same
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time, the city has supported the
openi ng of 64 charter schools in the
| ast 30 years. So we have to ask
oursel ves, why are we closing public
school s that serve mpjority Bl ack
students in the city while
conti nuously funding systens that
profit off of their sane education?

| nstead of taxing wealth,
we are being asked to support a
regressive Uber tax that working
famlies will feel imedi ately, even
t hough it does nothing to solve the
structural deficit of our public
schools. Famlies are relying on
ri deshare nore because SEPTA is
under funded due to state Republicans
refusing to pass real transit
f undi ng.

At the sane tine conpanies
i ke Wayno are preparing to enter
the city, raising concerns about
public safety, reshaping public

transit, and threatening jobs, while
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the |l argest corporations |ike Wayno
continue to avoid paying their fair
share in taxes. This tax systemis
backwar ds.

This city has roll ed back
BIRT relief that has once hel ped
smal | busi nesses and are now bei ng
hit with higher tax bills they
cannot absorb. Meanwhil e, instead
of closing | oophol es for devel opers,
officials are considering expandi ng
the 10-year tax paynent while our
school s and services are asked to do
nore wth less. This patternis
clear; relief is being taken from
wor ki ng people while the wealth at
the top is being protected. W are
headi ng towards deeper cuts, |oss of
heal t hcare, and nore displacenent in
the city.

Thi s budget does not neet
the nonent. We need Gty Council to
pass the People's Tax Plan and take

this fight to the state |evel and
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urge our state |eaders to pass the
Tax Billionaires, Fund PA
| egislation. Stop balancing this
budget off the backs of working
people, and it's tinme to tax the
rich. Thank you.

M. CRINITI: Hi. | am
Shannon Criniti. |'mhere on behalf
of Access Matters, which is a public
heal th organi zati on based in and
serving Phil adel phians with a focus
on sexual and reproductive health.

|''m here to request support
for a very inportant adol escent
heal th programin Phil adel phi a
schools. Since the 1970s, Access
Matters has been working to ensure
adul ts and adol escents in Philly
have access to high quality,
nmedi cal |y accurate, sexual and
reproductive health information and
servi ces.

One of our key progranms for

adol escents is our Health Resource
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Center Program It was established
in 1991, which is 35 years ago for
t hose of us, Gen X, who can't
believe the 90s were that | ong ago,
i n Philadel phia to provide spaces in
school s where youth can access
heal t hcare information and referrals
for services, fromtrusted and
trained adults w thout facing the
barriers that we hear fromteens all
the tinme, |ike accessing
transportation and figuring out
paynent .

Thi s program serves youth,
13 to 19 in Philly, providing sexual
heal t h educati on and counsel i ng,
nmental health screeni ngs and
referrals, and other related health
services. W're |located in 22
school s in Phil adel phia, reaching
nore than 3,000 adol escents each
year.

The Health Center Program

-- the Health Resource Center
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Programis a vital source of
i nformati on heal thcare for
adol escents in Philly, but funding
inthis programis in jeopardy, and
it'"s critical for the city to invest
again in this program

In Fiscal Year 2025, this
program reached 3, 100 students in
Phi | adel phi a, an additional 19,000
students throughout their outreach
activities and events, 7,000 adults,
I ncl udi ng parents and caregivers and
yout h-servi ng professionals |ike
teachers and counselors. The staff
made 11,000 referrals to school -
based and social health resources
connecting students to vital
resources, conducted over 1,000
mental health screenings and over
600 STI tests, all at no cost to
st udent s.

In closing, health resource
centers provide a conprehensive

adol escent health and prevention
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nodel to support adol escents,
especially in higher need
communities, to build the know edge,
confidence, and skills they need for
heal t hy rel ati onshi ps and i nforned
deci si on maki ng whil e reducing risks
such as uni ntended pregnancy, HV,
and STI s.

Ensuring this critical
resource remains for youth in Philly
iIs vital to the future of our city,
and we're urging Council to include
and approve a one-year investnent of
$500,000 in city funding for the
Access Matters Health Resource
Center programto sustain this
i nportant service for youth in
Philly. Thank you so much.

MR KING M nane is Ray
King, and | live on the edge of the
city actually in -- just a short
wal k from69th Street Termnal. [|'m
retired, so | spend a lot of tine

out si de. | bike, | walk, | use
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SEPTA. When | choose to bike into
the city, I like to cone down
Chestnut Street because | feel nuch
safer with the parking protected
bi ke | ane, and we need to get nore
of that. | also ride the EIl a lot.
And because |'ma senior, | ride for
free, and nore people need to be
abl e to have that sane benefit.
Everyone deserves safe and
affordable transit and nobility
options, and no one deserves injury
or death because they had to go to
work or run an errand. Although
t hat happens and that shoul dn't
happen. By investing in Transit,
Vision Zero and the Crcuit Trails,
we are investing in safe and
affordable nobility. Vision Zero
needs nore funding. This programis
aimed at safety and that is why it
Is inportant. And | thank you for
your time.

MS5. GORNI OK: (Good
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afternoon. M nane is Heidi Gorniok
and I'mthe Vice President of
Progranms at the Food Trust, a
nonprofit working in -- to ensure
that all Phil adel phians can access
and afford healthy food.

Today, |'m here to urge
City Council to invest in the
nutrition security of our residents
by supporting proven prograns that
are focused on healthy food access,
affordability, and nutrition
education in the FY 27 budget. This
I ncl udes continued support for Food
Bucks programm ng, as well as
support for farnmers' markets and
heal t hy corner stores and investnent
In the soon-to-be rel eased Food and
Nutrition Security Task Force
recommendat i ons.

I n Phil adel phia, too nany
residents struggle with poor
nutrition and food insecurity, often

being forced to choose between
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eating heal thy and eati ng enough.
These chal | enges have real
consequences including high rates of
chroni c di sease, increased economc
burden on the city, and higher
heal t hcare costs, and reduced
wor kf orce productivity.

At the sane tine, the
safety nets and federal prograns
that were set up for decades to
address these chall enges are being
decimated. Due to recent changes in
SNAP gui del i nes, tens of thousands
of Phil adel phia residents face
growing barriers to retaining their
SNAP benefits and real uncertainty
about where their next nmeal wll
conme from

And SNAP-Ed, a $12 mllion
i nvestnent in our city, has been
conpletely elimnated. That program
I nproved access to heal thy foods,
supported | ocal farners and

retailers, and offered nutrition and
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cooking skills education to
children, adults, and famlies.

W now stand at the
preci pi ce of |osing established
prograns and critical infrastructure
whi | e organi zati ons have to nake
I npossi bl e deci si ons about howto
significantly scal e back their
servi ces.

Now nore than ever,

Phi | adel phia residents are relying
on their city leaders to help fill

t hese gaps. Over the past year,

we' ve been encouraged by Gty
Council's commitnent to nutrition
security. W're grateful to
Counci | menber Ahnad and Mayor Parker
for their role in securing $500, 000
for the Phil adel phi a Food Bucks
program That investnent has

al ready hel ped residents purchase
over $250,000 worth of fresh fruits
and vegetables at over 50 retailers

across the city, supporting both
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famlies and | ocal businesses.

It's a great start, but
nore is needed for FY 27. W hope
that not only will Food Bucks
fundi ng be renewed in the upcom ng
year, but al so be expanded to
support nutrition education and
healthy food retail interventions
that work synergistically to inprove
nutrition security, including
support for farnmers' markets and
heal thy corner stores in
nei ghbor hoods that accept these Food
Bucks.

We al so appl aud Counci |
Presi dent Johnson for his exenplary
| eadership in launching the Food and
Nutrition Security Task Force and
his staff for their careful support.
Its newly conpl eted and soon to be
rel eased recomendati ons focusing on
access, education and affordability
are actionabl e and grounded in

proven strategies.
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But w t hout fundi ng,
they're nothing but a Wsh 1ist.
Wth funding, they pronote
coordi nati on across the food
ecosystem and becone real sol utions,
signaling to our residents that
we're not only commtted to their
energency food needs, but the future
of health for the long term Thank
you for your tine.

M5. MCGALYNN:. Al right.
Good afternoon. | am Natasha
Dani el a de Linma Mcd ynn, Executive
Director of Anti-Violence
Part nershi p of Phil adel phia, AVP. |
ama co-victimof homcide, a
survivor of violence, and a Latina
immgrant. And |'m here today on
behal f of the nine external victim
service providers funded by the city
of Phil adel phia through d ass 200
funding in the District Attorney's
Ofice.

So we are here in support
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of Phil adel phia District Attorney
Larry Krasner's testinony before
City Council this past Monday.
Ckay.

Col | ectively, our agencies
provide critical services each year
to tens of thousands of
Phi | adel phi ans i npacted by vi ol ence.
We support children, adults,
fam lies through counseling,
advocacy, |egal support, relocation
assi stance, court acconpani nent,

vi ctim conpensati on assi stance, and
| ong-term stabilization. The |ist
actual ly goes on.

This is an extraordinarily
difficult and uncertain nonent for
victimservice providers, not only
i n Phil adel phia and across the
Commonweal th, but nationally as
well. Many comunity-based victim
servi ce agencies, including those in
Phi | adel phia, rely heavily on

fundi ng through the federal Victins
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of Crime Act, VOCA, as a primary
source of operational support. VOCA
funding is derived from federal
crimnal fines and settlenents, and
t hose revenues have been
significantly declining in recent
years nationw de.

So as a result, VOCA
fundi ng across Pennsyl vani a was
reduced by five percent in 2024, and
it is scheduled to be reduced an
addi ti onal seven-and-a-half percent
effective this October. These
reductions -- for organizations that
are already have thin margins, these
reductions are significant.

At the sane tine,
reductions in federal support for
nonprofit and human service
organi zati ons have dramatically
reshaped the funding | andscape for
organi zations |ike ours.

Sinply put, decreased

federal funding neans there are
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fewer federal funding opportunities
avai l abl e to sustain victimservices
and viol ence prevention work. This
pl aces enornous pressure on
comruni ty-based victimservice
provi ders and perhaps, nost
concerni ng, decreased federal
funding forces us to conpete with
one anot her for shrinking resources,
despite the fact that our work is
deeply interconnected.

And that is precisely why
I ncreased | ocal investnent is so
critical right now And that is
al so precisely why the D strict
Attorney's augnentation |ast year
was so significant. At the request
of DA Krasner's, Cty Council
approved a one-tinme augnentation to
the grants provided to us by the
District Attorney's Ofice, and it
was the first nmeaningful increase in
funding by the District Attorney's

Ofice in over 15 years.
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The approxi mately 90, 000
i ncrease per agency was
transformative. It allowed our
organi zations to stabilize staffing,
sustain and even expand progranm ng,
and continue delivering critical
services in the aftermath of
vi ol ence.

The value of this
I nvestnment is not just nonetary;
it's not just the funding itself,
but the flexibility that cones wth
it. Local funding allows us to
respond to real community needs in
ways that many federal funding
streanms don't allow us to. Let ne
-- let ne share an exanpl e.

According to a 2025 @Gun
Vi ol ence Resiliency report on
Phi | adel phi a by the Pennsyl vani a
Comm ssion on Crine and Del i nquency
-- this red light is really scaring
me -- the top nmethod for community-

based victimservice agencies to
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provi de outreach to community
menbers in need of services --

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

Rl CHARDSON: Pl ease concl ude your
t esti nony.

M5. MCGYNN: -- is through
community events. Yes, community
events, the very kind that each of
you sponsor in which you graciously
i nvite our organi zations to attend,
to share information and resources
Wi th your constituents. Comunity
events are vital to increasing
public awareness of the victim
support services and viol ence
i ntervention and prevention prograns
avai |l abl e to Phil adel phia's at --
Phi | adel phi ans at no cost for us
community events. Help us expand
our reach yet federally funded
grants --

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON: Ma'am | need to ask

you to conclude your testinony. W
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must keep it fair for everyone who
is here, and we appreciate you
com ng, but you nust concl ude.
M5. MCGYNN: So in
concl usion, investing in our
agencies is investing in our
communities and investing in
Phi | adel phia. Thank you.
COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you.
We appreciate you and we hear your
nessage and we thank you very nuch
for comng. This commttee wll
stand in recess until 2:00 p. m
(Lunch recess.)
COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: W1l the clerk please
call the next witnesses to testify?
THE CLERK: Marla Davis
Bel | amy, Benjamn Clark, Al Gllard,
Paul i ne Berkow t z.
COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
Rl CHARDSON: Pl ease approach the

W tness table and state your nane
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for the record and proceed with your
two-m nute testinony. And to be
cl ear, we have a nunber of
i ndi viduals signed up to give public
comment. Each individual has been
allotted two m nutes, and we ask
that you pl ease adhere to the
two-mnute tineline. Thank you very
much for your understanding in
advance. Pl ease proceed.

MS. BELLAMY: Good
af ternoon, Council nenber Kat heri ne
G | nore- Ri chardson, and ot her
Counci | menbers and staff. M nane
Is Marla Davis Bellany, and |I'mthe
f oundi ng person and editor and
executive director of the
Phi | adel phi a CeaseFire Program
First and forenost, | want to
acknow edge the city's proposal of
25 mllion investnent in violence
prevention. That commtnent is
inportant. But | also want to

commend the O fice of Public Safety
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and the md-city agencies, conmunity
partners, and stakehol ders that work
and have contributed to a
significant reduction in hom cides
and shootings that we're seeing in
Phi | adel phi a al ongsi de ot her maj or
cities across the country.

But funding alone is not
enough; what we are mssing is
coordi nati on. Across our
nei ghbor hoods, organi zations are
doing critical work, but too often
in silos that | eads to duplication
In sone areas and gaps in others.
And when | eadershi p changes, we | ose
nmomentum We're proposing a
comruni ty-based hub to serve as a
central place for coordination,
trai ning, and healing, connecting
organi zati ons so they can work
together and smarter. |In practice,
this nodel operates through
structured referrals from hospitals,

conmuni ty organi zati ons, |aw
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enforcenment, and in sone cases,
judicial partners, so the
I ndi vi dual s at highest risk can be
identified early and connected to
I ntervention before violence
escal ates.

This work is not new to us.
Si x years ago, we |aunched a
coordi nati on hub nodel after a
successful approach fromthe Chel sea
Pol i ce Departnent in Massachusetts,
where hospitals, social service
agenci es and conmuni ty organi zati ons
col l aborate to review and respond to
hi gh-ri sk cases. Qur hub neets
every Monday virtually bringing
t oget her communi ty- based
organi zations, city agencies, and
nei ghbor hood st akehol ders to
coordi nate intervention and prevent
violence in real tinme. This nodel
IS not unique to Philadel phia. W
are one of several across

Pennsyl vani a, includi ng Mont gonery
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County, and there are approxi mately
20 sim |l ar hubs across the country.

The evi dence is clear,
coor di nat ed, cross-sector
col | aborati on works. Phil adel phi a
CeaseFire has been engaged in this
work for over 15 years, and if we
want to certainly have better
out cones, we need to work nuch
cl oser together. W're commtted to
devel opi ng a coordi nated system and
| ooking forward to having
di scussions wwth the Ofice of
Public Safety about this matter.
Thank you.

SARGEANT- AT- ARMS: Thank
you. Next, state your nanme for the
record.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

Rl CHARDSON: Pardon nme one nonent.
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l menber
Ahmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Thank

you, Madam Chair. Are we asking
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gquestions? No, we're not. Ckay.
COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
Rl CHARDSON:  Recei ving public
comment .
COUNCI LMEMBER AHMAD:  Ckay.
COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.

Pl ease state your name for
the record and proceed with your
testi nony.

M5. BERKOW TZ: (Good
afternoon, Gty Council. Thank you
for having ne today. M nane is
Paul ine Berkowitz. [|'man
envi ronnental and park professional
wor ki ng i n Phil adel phia, and I'm
here on behalf of the Crcuit Trail
Coalition to express support for
conti nued dedi cated fundi ng for
trail devel opnment and mai nt enance,
while also urging Gty Council to
recomend additional funding to
support Park and Natural Lands

Mai nt enance. Thank you for already
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supporting and funding this work.
Conti nuing to fund our
public and green spaces through
I ncreased i nvestnent and creation of
stable jobs is key toward advanci ng
Mayor Parker's vision of a clean,
green, and safe Phil adel phia. This
means fundi ng parks and recreations
capital budget line item40.8 for
trails at |east $250,000 annually.
And the Streets departnent's capital
line item70.1, nultinodal trails
and side paths at |east 500K
annually to invest in trail
citywde. On the operation side of
things, it nmeans ensuring PPR has
sufficient dedicated funding for
par k mai nt enance and trail
mai nt enance crews for years to cone.
This is what OnePhilly
| ooks like. City agencies
successfully col l aborating for a
cl eaner and greener Phil adel phi a.

We have one of the best park and
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trail systens in the country, with
over 100 mles of trails and over
10, 000 acres of parkland. Over a
century ago, Phil adel phia worked to
preserve nuch of that parkland, and
in the | ast decade has conpl et ed
over 30 mles of trail. W need to
protect these assets because they
provide tangible quality of life
benefits, including |ocal green
j obs, positive econom c i npact,
i ncreased nental and physical health
benefits, environnental benefits.
The |ist goes on.

However, according to the
Trust for Public Lands 2025
Par kScore, the City of Phil adel phia
al | ocates $82 per resident, while
the national nmedian is $116. | know
that we can do better together and
so do the over 100 Phil adel phi a
resi dents who have already signed
letters to Council in support of

dedi cat ed mai ntenance fundi ng.
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Regul ar, proactive park and trail

mai nt enance i s necessary to have

wel com ng, activated, and accessible
public spaces. It's a Vision Zero

I ssue when we're tal king about trail
safety. Council nenber Ahnmad said in
this room just last nonth, "Let's
not be a victimof our own success."”
Let's continue investing in critical
assets that are our parks and
trails. Thank you again. W would
| ove to host you in our parks and
our trails, and explore ways to
bring nore resources for a cleaner
and greener Philadel phia. Thank
you.

SARGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Thank
you. You can begin. State your
name for the record.

MR G LLARD: M nane is A
fromNorth 10, and | represent the
i1l egal -dunping fight. Wen trash
old furniture or construction debris

I s dunped on our sidewal ks, alleys,
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or vacant lots, it doesn't just | ook
bad, it creates real problens for
famlies, children, and nei ghbors.
So what we did at ny job is we
created a voucher program And
here's a voucher right here. Since
-- we created this in Septenber,
|"ve given out 69 of these to
contractors across the city. W
partnered up with Burns Recycling,
and this voucher is good to cover up
to $120 of their bill or 2,000
pounds of trash. And |I'mjust here
to share that | feel the city should
get behind this and support these
vouchers. This way we can keep nore
construction and debris off the
streets of Philadel phia. Thank you.

SARGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Thank
you.

THE CLERK: Patrick
Houst on, Margaret Querrera, Inella
Ray, Eden MacDougal |, Mason Carter.

SARGEANT- AT- ARMS: State
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your nane for the record.

M5. RAY: Majority Leader
Kat heri ne G | nore-Ri chardson, a
student here is by the nane of Ataya
Gant is here but needs to | eave
early, would you mnd if | swap ny
spot with her? M nane is Inella
Ray.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON: And you stated the
student's name is?

M5. RAY: Ataya Gnt.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON: Ch, yes, | see that
here. Pl ease proceed.

M5. GANT: Hi. Good
afternoon, Gty Council nenbers. M
nane is Ataya Gant, a schol ar at
Sci ence Leadership Acadeny in the
5th District. | am speaking today
with a clear ask: support the ride
share fee and fund public schools.
| magi ne wal king in the halls every

day of the week, net with a smle, a
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| oke, a hug, a laugh. Picture being
in the worst nonents in your teenage
years and havi ng soneone to hear
you, soneone to |isten.

Vi sual i ze i n-school
conflicts and rowdi ness. That there
IS soneone to provide order,
structure, and peace. | can stand
here today asking you to inagi ne
pi cture and envision, but | need you
to cone to reality now. This bill.
This bill is our future. It is our
fighting pass. Famlies, not just
student famlies, but every single
teacher and staff that works in a
school district of Philadel phia
school, and their | oved ones depend
upon this.

Children's nental health,
education, safety, order, and
structure within our place of
| earning, sinply put relies on your
decision and a $1 bill. This bill

I npacts Phil adel phia's reputation
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for it is a reflection of the val ues
that our Phil adel phia has for its
young, and its care for true and
full education, including all staff
with their countl ess day-to-day
efforts.

It is sonething -- it's not
sonething | fear for the future; it
I's somet hing happening directly in
our faces today. For exanple, a
first-year teacher at Science
Leadershi p Acadeny, M. Showalter, |
never had the honor of taking her
mat h course taught this year. | and
future other students at SLA w ||
share that we wll never get to
experience all that she as a teacher
and a caring soul could have brought
to the classroom because at the
hands of budget cuts and fundi ng
| oss, she and countl ess others have
|l ost and will | ose their jobs.

| am asking our Gty of

Phi | adel phia Gty Council to fund
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publ i c schools, support ride shares
to ensure ny school has the
resources we need. Wth approval of
the vital 50.4 mllion investnent to
prevent these cuts. Thank you. And
happy Teacher and Staff Appreciation
Week.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Thank you for com ng
in. W appreciate your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane for
the record and proceed.

M5. MACDOUGALL: My nane is
Eden MacDougall. [I'ma District 2
resident. | teach in District 8.
|"'ma regular transit rider and
cyclist. | support the increased
SEPTA fundi ng, fundi ng Key
Advant age, Universal Student Fares,
and Zero Fare funding. Wthout
SEPTA, | would not be able to get to
school to teach, and many of ny
students woul d not be able to get to

school to | earn.
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Fundi ng Zero Fare is al so
really inportant because costs are
rising all around. | have a friend
in Baltinore who struggl es
financially, but there's no Zero
Fare in Baltinore for their transit.
So on top of having to pay rent,
bills, groceries, they also have to
pay to go to work. We're really
| ucky to have this programin
Phi | adel phia, and it should be a
per manent program

| also want to ask for
another 2 mllion for Vision Zero.
| alnost got hit by a car biking
honme fromthe Broad Street |ine |ast
week, and | al nbst got hit again
this week. W need nore traffic
cal mng and protected bi ke | anes.
And preferably concrete protection,
because flex posts will not stop a
car. They will not stop a car from
comng into the lane and hitting

you.
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| love living in a city
where driving isn't necessary, but
there's still roomfor inprovenent.
Thank you.

SARGEANT- AT- ARMS: State
your nanme for the record.

MR, HOUSTON: Patrick
Houston. Good afternoon. M/ nane
Is Patrick Houston. | live in North
Phi | adel phia. Thanks for this
opportunity to testify today.

Today, | amtestifying
about a good thing: the
Phi | adel phi a Energy Authority.
First a bit of an anecdote, | grew
up in Hunting Park. M famly lived
in one of those old row hones down
the street, right down the street
fromthe park. And back then, even
then, the house was around 95 years
old. The insulation was horrible.

In the winter, the heat
bled right out of the walls, right

out of the wi ndow seals. It bled ny
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-- and it also was bl eeding ny
famly's finances. And we were
stuck. We were stuck in this cycle
of overpaying for our utilities,
whi ch made it harder to afford full
honme repairs, whole hone repairs for
our old house.

This of course is not
uni que to ny chil dhood hone
experience. 65 percent of
Phi | adel phi a houses are at | east 65
years old, soit's areally old
bui | ding stock. And old despaired
honmes drive up our energy bills and
they drive up displacenent across
our city. But the good thing -- the
good thing is now we have the Built
to Last, Wole Honme Repairs Program
run by the Phil adel phi a Energy
Aut hority, which we did not have
back t hen.

And nore good news, thanks
to all of you, you-all have funded

that program through the first year
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HOME. Initiative budget with 8.25
mllion. So that's progress, but
there's two serious limtations |
want to nane, one of which we can
act onin this city budget.

The first one, that 8.25
mllionis for the repair work
itself inthe HOME. Initiative,
Phi | adel phi a Energy Authority still
needs the operating noney to
adm ni ster that work.

The second limtation is
that, that 8.25 mllion while very
good, thank you, it does not stretch
very far. Phil adel phia Energy
Aut hority says that each hone cost
about 34,000 to conplete the
holistic repairs so that that
allocation is going to serve |ess
than 270 hones. So wrappi ng up
here, that's just a drop in the

bucket, there's 4,600 people on that

wait |ist,

t housands, thousands nore

honmes that are eligible. Please
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keep on fundi ng that program

But right now, in this city
budget, I'masking Cty Council to
allocate that $4 mllion for the
Phi | adel phi a Energy Authority, Whole
Honme Repairs, increase safety, they
I ncrease confort, they increase
green jobs, they reduce energy
bills, they reduce harnful inpacts
of climate change, and they reduce
di spl acenent, win-wn-win, 4 mllion
for PEA. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.

SARGEANT- AT- ARMS: St ate
your nane for the record.

MR CARTER H . M nane
Is Mason Carter. | live right
bet ween Ger mant own and Mount Airy.
And so today I'Ill tal k about a few
things: One is just to echo the
sentinments that others have had
about BI RT desperately needs reform

The LIFT Act really needs to be
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passed. The heart and soul of the
city is at stake. ACCT. So we have
a crisis in animl intake, and
intake is increased by 86 percent.
It's a real strain.

W are still |ike one of
the | owest funded ani mal shelters in
the country for a city our size.

And | know that there's been an
extra investnent, but ACCT is
requesting $2 mllion increase in
the budget. And | think if for
sonething that's honestly kind of a
drop in the bucket, 2 mllion, the
i nvest nent woul d make a huge
difference. So | inplore go --
doi ng that request.

|'"d like to tal k about the
TNC ride share tax. So | think that
there is -- | mean, we know t hat
there's absolute -- it's absolutely
I nperative that it's an energency
when it comes to school district

| ayoffs. There's, you know -- we
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know they just closed -- voted to
cl ose 17 school s.

| think that the issue that
| have wth the ride share tax is
that technically, since it is a
regressive tax, that really neans
that you want to be able to have the
tax fund a viable alternative for
people. So that nmeans with public
transit. And you could really spend
that in all kinds of ways. You
know, really codifying Zero Fare,
expandi ng student fares, being able
to increase service, like really
anything. |[It's going to generate
about 43 mllion per year projected.

And | think that the issue
with this is that then you end up
ki nd of putting yourself in a
corner, if it's just -- so | would
suggest that with the district
fundi ng i ssue, that there be sone
ki nd of energency fund that maybe

cones fromthe surplus, and then,
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you know, we can come up with a new
mechani sm

And then just to wap
things up quickly with the retail
delivery tax, | think it definitely
makes sense to fund towards the
pot hol e squads. | woul d suggest
once again, you could figure transit
into this by prioritizing transit
corridors, because then buses wl|
have | ess operational costs with
pot hol es and such. Thank you so
much for your tine today.

SARGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Thank
you. State your nanme for the
record, sir. State your nane.

MR GLIN AK:  Good
afternoon, Majority Leader G| nore-
Ri chardson and ot her di sti ngui shed
Counci | menbers.

My nane is Richard dini ak.
|''ma denocratic commttee person in
the 30th Ward, 10th division. |I'm

al so here with the Philly -- excuse
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me, Transit Forward Phil adel phia and
the Bicycle Coalition. And | took
SEPTA to get here today. Three
years ago, your bold | eadership
produced a budget that increased
street repaving to 100 m | es per
year, and the results speak for
t hensel ves. Streets |ike Kinball
Street and 16th Street at Chest nut
were resurfaced and new |ine
striping and crosswal ks, making it
safe for wheelchair users and those
with nobility challenges to cross.

Your | eadership then hel ped
reverse decades of neglect, as this
graph fromthe 2023 Safe Mbility
pl at f or m shows, repaving
consistently fell short of the
city's own 131 m | es standard,
| eavi ng hazardous conditions you see
i n these photos.

Thank you, I|sabelle.

Your | eadership hel ped then

reverse this neglect, yet many
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hazardous streets still remain.
Montrose Street in ny 10th division,
unpaved for over 25 years, and South
Juni per Street through the Gabri el
Hood are -- is also in need. Both
woul d make excel | ent bi ke
boul evar ds.

So the proposed Fiscal Year
' 27 budget, which cuts repaving to
just 50 mles is deeply alarmng to
me. As the Safe Mobility platform
al so makes clear, repaving is nore
than asphalt; it's about safe
mobility for everyone: drivers,
cyclists, bus drivers, parents with
strollers, wheelchair users, and
pedestrians. | know this
personal |y, having been struck by a
car while bicycling.

A budget approaching the
131-m |l e standard prevents injuries,
saves |ives, advances Vision Zero
goal s, reduces costly |awsuits, and

creates good paying jobs and build
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civic pride. The recently repaved
Ki mbal | Street Block was recently
selected to be a Phil adel phia 250
bl ock party block. | strongly urge
you to restore the Fiscal '27
repavi ng budget to at |east 100
mles per year for safer streets for
al | Phil adel phi ans. Thank you so
much.

THE CLERK: Candace Davi s,
Kenneth M chael Bl ackwell, Angelita
El i son, Hope Prinus.

SARGEANT- AT- ARMS: | f your
nane's call ed, please cone up.

THE CLERK: Tia Tines,
Adivia Humel | .

M5. ELLISON. Al right.
Hel l o, Council. M nane is Angelita
Ellison. | ama board nenber of the
Wnen's Community Revitalization
Project, and | amtestifying on
behal f of the Philadel phia Coalition
for Affordable Communities. Thank

you.
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And | currently live in New
Shar swood nei ghbor hood. Previously,
nmy famly lived in Point Breeze. W
had to nove when ny not her was
unable to afford the repairs to our
home, and the need -- and the Basic
Systens Repair Program couldn't help
us because of the cost. M nother
noved down south while ny sister, ny
son, and | |ooked for a place here.

Si nce 2000, 50, 000 Bl ack
residents have left gentrifying
areas of north, south, and west
Phi | adel phia. Since | eaving South
Philly, we have lived in the
Nort heast and North Philly before
com ng to Sharswood. Each place we
noved to was nore expensive than the
last. It forces you to be very
consci ous of what you are spendi ng,
because there's very little wiggle
room and soneti nes you have to
choose which bills get paid each

mont h.
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Si nce 2000, the nedi an hone
val ue rose by nore than 120 percent,
whi | e nmedi an i ncones rose by only 7
percent. In the 5th Council
district, ny district, the nedian
honme val ue rose nore -- by nore than
400 percent. Rents are goi ng up.

Currently, half of all
renters and over 25 percent of
homeowners are paying nore than they
can afford in housing costs. | can
only afford nmy current rent because
| share the cost with ny sister.
Wth this current housing situation,
it wll be very difficult for either
of us to live on our own.

This is why we are asking
Council to continue to nmake
I nvestnents in housing prograns that
support the | owest incone
Phi | adel phi ans. W are asking for
140 mllion in rental housing
production and preservation, 6

mllion in Shallow Rent program 45
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mllion in eviction diversion rent
paynments, 80 mllion in Basic
Systens Repair, and 15 mllion in
Adaptive Mdification Prograns. Wth
this funding, our city wll be one
that works for everybody. Thank
you.

SARGEANT- AT- ARMS: State
your nanme for the record, sir.

MR, BLACKWELL: Hello,
everyone. Thanks for having ne. M
nane is Kenneth Blackwell. [I'min
Sout hwest Philly, but | pretty nuch
lived in every part of this city so
far. Let's see. M partner was
here earlier tal king about the
conditions of the honel ess shelters
-- sorry about that.

Let nme get a little closer
there. And so |'mjust going to
read a little thing here. W need
to try sonething different in
dealing with our honel ess conmunity

because the current solution iIs
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obvi ously not working. Wth the
upcom ng events, you know, out of
sight, out of mnd is not a real
option. And here's a few key points
as to show why.

This was as early as 2026,
war ehouse style overcrowdi ng, you
know, there's crowd in there as at
t he nonent already, and you want to
get to the FIFA and it is going to
be even nore crowded. And a | ot of
t hese guys are elderly, have
mobility issues, and they don't --
and places are not ADA conpliant.

And let's see, safety and
security concerns, reports indicate
with safety including instances of
theft, in sone cases, verbal or
sexual abuse with the -- within the
facilities fromother residents, as
wel | as shelter staff. Unsanitary
conditions: Sone reports indicate
-- descri be maintenance issues,

i ncluding nold buildup and at tines
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pests |like rats, bed bugs, head
lice, and roaches in sone
facilities. Systemc strain: as
early as 2026, honel essness in
Phi | adel phi a has increased for the
fourth consecutive year with a 6
percent rise in 2025 alone, putting
I mrense pressure on existing shelter
capacity. You know, what we need is
nore affordabl e housing, not nore
shel ter beds, especially when the
cost of one bedroom apartnent for a
nmonth is the sane as a shelter bed
for one person for a nonth. There's
pl enty of unused houses and
apartnents, and why not put themto
good use, you know, em nent domain.
That's all | have to say. Sorry.
Thank you.

SARGEANT- AT- ARMS:  State
your nanme for the record, please.

M5. HUMVEL: Hello. Good
nor ni ng, Counci |l nenbers. M nane is

Aivia Hunmel . |''ma student at
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Sci ence Leadershi p Acadeny in the
5th District. I|I'minvolved in the
Sci ence Leadershi p Acadeny sports
teans, such as U timate Frisbee,
basketbal |, and Students Run Philly
Styl e.

As a nenber of these
comrunities, | am speaki ng today
with a clear task: support the
ri deshare fee and fund public
schools. Currently, wthout the
support from Ri deshare, public high
school s don't have the resources
they need to be able to pay teachers
and budget cuts have taken effect.

My advi sor, Ms. Showalter,
was sadly a victimof these budget
cuts and will not be able to
continue to teach at SLA next year.
Ms. Showalter is such a breath of
fresh air when | would walk into ny
advi sory room She brightens ny day
and nakes ne want to go to advisory.

Ms. Showal ter offered me and
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count| ess students math assi stance
and positive feedback, all wth a
caring and engaging smle on her
face. | was incredibly disappointed
when | heard that she was not
continuing her tinme at SLA. And |I'm
sure that next year |'ll mss her
dearly.

When we | ose teachers, we
don't only | ose resources, we also
| ose our confort zones in a part of
our community. Qur goal should be
to expand our staff, instead of
subtract fromit. Wen all is said
and done, the nost inportant thing
IS our education. And if our
education is being sacrificed
because we don't want to pay the $1
surcharge on rideshare, then that is
unaccept abl e.

" masking the Gty Council
to fund public schools, support
ri deshare, surcharge to ensure the

school has the resources it needs.
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Pl ease approve the $50.4 mllion
I nvestnment to prevent these budget
cuts. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Thank you so mnuch,
dear. W appreciate you com ng in.

Pl ease state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

MS. TYNES: Good afternoon,
all. M nane is Tia Tynes. [|'m
wi th C ean Phil adel phia Now, and |'m
al so co-director of Trash Acadeny.
There shoul d be not hing unusual or
remar kabl e about a clean and green
environnment. This should especially
be the case for a city like
Phi | adel phi a that has an extensive
park system two rivers, blah, blah,
bl ah, and proximty to other
naturally interesting pl aces.

Mayor Parker is to be
commended for her efforts to nmake

Phi | adel phi a the cl eanest and
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greenest large city in the country.
Achieving that will be a bit of a
lift, but it is nothing inpossible,
nor are the efforts that need to be
taken to maintain that cleanest,
greenest status.

However, one thing is for
certain, two things are for sure:
change requires change. One
significant change is the city's
transparency on how it presents
information on its processes,
metrics, and results of its efforts.

At this time, there appears
to be discrepancies or outright --
or outright mssing information. As
said before, this is a bit of a
lift, but the city's residents are
wlling to help with that, but we
can't do it wth mssing, mss or
di si nformati on.

As a kid, ny nother would
ask nme, | know you're not saying so

and so was lying. So there was to
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be no nuance in the answer. It was
either yes or no. Either answer
could get ne in trouble.

Al so, | could not say
anyone was lying. So for this, |I'm
going to say that the city may not
be telling stories, but the
information is being msinterpreted
I naccurately, it is inconplete, it
I's m sl eadi ng.

So let's not just nake
Phi | adel phi a cl eaner and greener by
I nvesting nore of the budget and
educati on and outreach, prevention,
and enforcenent with regards to
illegal dunping; let's nake it nore
transparent as well. Thanks so nuch
for your tine.

M5. FABULOUS- OCROUT: Good
af ternoon, Council nenbers. M nane
I's Braylon Fabul ous-Ccrout, and I'm
here -- and |'ma student at Science
Leader ship Acadeny in the 5th

District. | am here with a cl ear
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ask: support the rideshare fee and
fund our public schools. Staff has
al ways nmade school a better place
for ne.

From the nonent | wal k
t hrough the doors at SLA, |'ve never
felt unwel cone; |'ve always felt
i ncluded. There is always soneone |
can go to, whether it's about
school , grades, or even personal
struggles. At ny school, there's
soneone waiting to greet you at the
door every single norning, soneone
who asks about your day and actually
means it. The kind -- that kind of
support makes everything feel
lighter. It gives ne stability and
confi dence to keep goi ng.

As a student involved in
sports, extracurriculars and
academ cs, |'ve always had staff
supporting nme through burnout,
hel pi ng me manage ny tine, and

giving ne space to express nyself.
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Peopl e I'i ke nmy advisor, people who
are at risk every day of |osing
their jobs. Like ny peers
mentioned, teachers I|ike

Ms. Showal ter have a huge inpact on
students' lives. | haven't had her
nmysel f, but 1've seen how nmuch she
means to others. And it nakes ne

t hi nk about all the teachers who
have supported ne, how devastating
it would be to | ose them

If we | ose teachers and
staff, we | ose nore than just
positions, we | ose our support
systens, our confidence, and a
source of hope in our environnent.
W | ose pieces of our community; we
| ose safe spaces that students
depend on every single day.

These are the people who
dedicate their lives to serving
others. They have famlies to
provide for, bills to pay, and

responsibilities just |ike anyone
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el se. |'msure each one of you can
think of a staff nenber who changed
your |ife, someone who supported
you, believed in you, and hel ped you
get where you are today.

| f they were at risk of
|l osing their jobs, you' d be sitting
where | amright now So |I ask you,
| ook where you cane from and who
hel ped you get here. After all,
none of us made us here -- nmade it
here al one. Pl ease support the
ri deshare fee and approve the $50.4
mllion investnent to fund our
public schools and prevent these
cuts. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you. Thank you
so nuch to all of the young people
from SLA Beeber who joined us this
afternoon. W appreciate each of
you, and we are thankful that you
were able to cone today.

Pl ease call the next set of
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W t nesses. W received your
testinony earlier. Are you okay,
dear ?

MR. FOX: | am speaking for
anot her person.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON: Okay. Please allow us
to call the nanes off of the |ist,
so we could keep it fair.

MR, FOX:  Yes.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON: Ckay? All right.
Thank you, dear.

THE CLERK: Inella Ray,
Cortez Fox, Mtch Channon, |sabel
Mel vi n.

MR. FOX: Good afternoon,
Counci | menbers. Again, |'m speaking
on behalf of ny friends Al ex Mranke
and Lev Zecta.

My nane is Cortez Fox of
SLA Sci ence Leadershi p Acadeny in
the 5th District. |'mspeaking with

a clear ask: support the ride and
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share fee and public -- for public
schools. School districts should

I ncrease public funding for teachers
as a --

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON: | apol ogi ze for the
interruption. My you pl ease repeat
t he names for the record, because
they are not on the list that we
have, so that we have them for the
official record for public testinony
and al so for the stenographer.

MR FOX: Ckay. |I'm
speaki ng on behal f of Al exander
Moranke. | don't know if he's on
that |ist.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON: They're not, but I'm
going to allow you to proceed with
the testinony.

MR FOX: Yes, nm'am

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

Rl CHARDSON: Because t he ot her

students have just testified, but we
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do have to get their nanes for the
record. May you pl ease spell that,
because | can't hear you very well.

MR. FOX: Al exander
Mor anke.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Moranke. Ckay.
And then you said a second nane.

MR. FOX. Forget about
t hat .

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Ckay. Pl ease proceed
wWith the two m nutes of testinony,
and then we w |l recognize you next,
because you're on the list. Okay?

MR, FOX:  Yes.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you very nuch,
dear.

MR. FOX: Thank you, ma'am
My nane is Cortez Fox at the Science
Leadership Acadeny in the 5th
District. School districts should

i ncrease funding for teachers as it
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woul d directly inprove the quality
of education that students receive.

When teachers have better
access to resources, updated
materials and cl assroom support,
they can create nore engagi ng and
effective | essons. |ncreased
fundi ng can al so reduce cl ass si zes,
gi ving teachers nore tinme to focus
on each student's individual needs.
In addition, fair pay and support
for teachers help them stay
notivated and conmtted to their
wor K.

Overall, investing nore in
teachers benefits not only in the
cl assroom but al so across the
entire school conmmunity, helps
students succeed and prepare them
for the future. Qur students are
the future of this city. |If you
contend to defund the school, you'll
cause decrease in enrollnent,

decrease in student noral e, decrease
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in the reputation of the city.
| nvestment in the school isn't an
I nvestnent in students and teachers;
it's an investnent in the future.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you.

M5. RAY: (Good afternoon,
Council, Council Mjority Leader
G | nore- Ri chardson, and al so
Education Chair |saiah Thomas. |'m
here today to represent Children
First.

My nane is Inella Ray. [|I'm
the Director of Parent Advocacy and
Engagenent. So we are here today
for a statenent on both the
ri deshare and the school closures.
The district and school board need
to rebuild trust in the process so
that Gty Council can play the role
that they had always has in
supporting our schools.

For 46 years, Children
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First has been a passi onate advocate
of delivering nore for our kids. W
wor ked wth parents, teachers,

princi pals, businesses, and
community nmenbers to push the city,
the state, and the school district
to step up for Philadel phia's
children. Tine and tine again,

we' ve seen our |ocal elected
officials, including the mayor and
Gty Council, join us as |eaders in
that fight for our kids.

When the cl osures of 20
schools was first announced, we knew
that school facilities plan w |
destabili zed educati on of students,
maki ng the continuity of teaching
and | earni ng and access to school
nore conplicated for many famli es.
Cogni zant of the desperate inpact of
school closures on Bl ack, Hi spanic,
and Latinx students, we called on
school officials and el ected

officials to spell out and guarantee

Page 217

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

that every child wll be better off
than they are now when that plan is
I npl ement ed.

Further, we call for the
district to increase the depths of
the details of the plan, and
associated with pre-K, CTE, and
noder ni zation. So students of
famly, children, and faculty, and
all concerned Phil adel phi ans can
determne if that vision and goals
of this plan align with the
estimated cost of inplenentation.

We al so urge the school
board to add a new principal to the
plan's fram ng and the essenti al
goals that this plan would do no
harm This includes outlined
supports a student transition
process, and at m ninmum i ncl udes the
follow ng: robust comuni cation
W thin support of inpacted famlies
for students being relocated to

receive priority access to unfilled

Page 218

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

seats in other schools, including
special Ed m d schools, and priority
offers in the school selection
process. Individualized transition
pl ans for students with | EPs and

| FSPs, and a full suite of nental
health services for students in
schools that are closed. | realized
the tinme, |I'm al nost done.

At the sane tine, we also
under st ood the need for the
facilities plans that focus on
resources w sely and provide a
pat hway for our crunbling
i nfrastructure. The School District
of Philadel phia is currently
under funded by the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a by nearly $1 billion.

A stark rem nder of the decades of
di si nvest ment .

Thi s process was never
going to be easy, but in order for
it to work through school district

and the school board needs to
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rebuild trust wwth the comunities,
parents, teachers, and principals,
nost i nportantly, the students who
wll be inpacted. W participated
on the facilities task force --

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

Rl CHARDSON: Pl ease concl ude your
testinony. |'mjust keeping it fair
for everybody.

M5. RAY: Yes. Absolutely.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-

RI CHARDSON:  Ckay.

M5. RAY: And so | think
the main summation here is, | have
i ke three nore paragraphs, but to
sunmarize, is that we really need
the school board to work in good
faith with Gty Council as we both
|l ook at this facilities master plan
process, but also as we | ook at the
structural deficit. So thank you
all for your time, and thank you
al so for graciously allowng ne to

swap out with the other student.
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COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Thank you very nuch.

Pl ease state your nane for
the record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

MR, CHANNON: Sure. Just
-- I'"'msorry. One second here.

kay. My nane is Mtch --
Ch, okay. M nane is Mtch Channon.
Thanks for the opportunity to
testify. I'ma |lifelong resident of
Nort heast Philly, a graduate many
years ago of George Washi ngton High
School, the son of two PFT retirees
who spent thousands of dollars
buyi ng supplies, basic supplies for
their schools. | want to thank
Counci | menbers for standing up
agai nst the school closures. |I'm
going to deviate a little bit from
what | wote.

We' ve been hearing about so
many crises today and so many unmnet

needs. And what is driving that is

Page 221

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

econom ¢ and tax policies that are
designed to benefit the ultra-

weal thy at the expense of everyone
else. Wwere | live in the

nort heast, whether we're talking
about our overcrowded school s and
under staffing, the broken HVAC
system at the Bustleton branch of
the library that had ny library

cl osed | ast sumrer, the nine-nonth
wait to get an appointnent at the
District 10 Health Center, we are
suffering from chroni c underfundi ng
of essential services while the
weal t hi est peopl e hoard the
resources that we all need.

Wt hout taxing the rich
fairly, we will not have the
services and facilities that we
deserve. And we need tax policies
that require far nore fromthose who
have the nost at the state and
federal |level, and also right here

i n Philadel phia |ocally.
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The proposed Philly budget
goes in the wong direction by
continuing to cut BIRT across the
board, while failing to renedy the
harm caused by elimnating the
$100, 000 exenption for the small est
busi nesses and for independent
contractors like nme. | -- we really
need Council to take the lead in
fair taxation. | understand that
the uniformty clause is a
chal | enge, but | want to be honest,
it's al so an excuse. And of course,
not ny testinony by the way.

Wth bold | eadershi p and
creative -- bold and creative
| eadership, there are ways forward
at the state level and the |ocal
level. We really can't afford
excuses. |I'mtired of hearing how
the uniformty clause nmakes it
I npossible to tax fairly. [It's not
true, and we need your | eadership

right now to reverse this.
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In addition -- this will be
my |ast point, | urge Council to
fully fund the $4 m|lion operating
budget for the Phil adel phi a Energy
Aut hority. PEA prograns |ike
Sol arize and Built to Last are
really essential for addressing both
the crisis of poverty and the
climate enmergency by repairing and
weat heri zi ng peopl e's hones so that
they' re safe and healthy and energy
efficient by enabling working class
residents to access sol ar energy and
reduce their energy bills, and by
creating |living wage green jobs.

| cannot understand why
Mayor Par ker keeps proposing to cut
the smal|l budget for this essential
agency only $4 mllion a year,
especially since every dollar that's
i nvested produces like $90 in
private investnent matching it.

It's really inportant to ne and to

so many of us in Philly that Council
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ensures the Energy Authority is
fully funded. Thank you.

SARGEANT- AT- ARMS: State
your nane for record.

M5. MELVIN: |'m | sabel
Melvin. |'mhere on behalf of our
famly business at G M Venango
Street. Thank you, Council woman
Kat hy G | nore- Ri chardson, and
menbers of Council and staff for the
| ove you give to the city of
Phi | adel phia. SEPTA and the city of
Phi | adel phi a have been very good to
us.

| agree with Council
Presi dent Johnson, we need to invest
In our workers. To continue our
success and ot her enpl oyers' success
i n Phil adel phia, our conpany
encourages prioritizing and
i ncreasing funding in the 2027
budget for SEPTA, Vision Zero, and
Zero Fare. Public transit, safe

corridors for our enployees to and
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fromour facility at GM Venango
i s paranmount to our success.
Mul timodal transit reduces traffic
So we can get our deliveries out on
time. It also -- |'m asking you,
pl ease, let's fuel Philadel phia's
econom c engine with safe, clean,
SEPTA, Vision Zero, and Zero Fare.

| just want to add, both ny
grandparents, Mary McCarthy and Mary
Mel vi n, Phil adel phia residents and
nmy brother M chael Melvin, have been
victins of traffic violence and
struggled with those injuries. And
tragically, ny neighbor, three doors
down, Dana Dino was hit and killed
by a car.

Pl ease give love to Vision
Zero funding to keep everyone safe.
Pl ease give love to the city budget
and invest in the freedom of
mobility and making transit nore
af fordable. And pl ease give love to

fund the Zero Fair Program and make
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it permanent through a transit
access fund. Thank you.

THE CLERK: Sarah Bradl ey,
Sultan Smal | ey, Gabriel Carrion,
Jeffrey Markovitz, and Ruth
Convasser. Al ex Hayneswort h.

MS. BRADLEY: Hello. [I'm
Sarah. [|'ma nother, CCP student.
|"ve recently lost ny job due to
wor king for a small business which
couldn't make it. | love also how
we are trying to come to a
resolution for our childcare.

| believe for CCP that if
we have not a daycare on site, that
may be a voucher for the students
for daycare through CI'S or sonething
t hroughout the city that we know our
children are in a safe zone, that
woul d be great, but childcare woul d
definitely be able to push ne to
conplete ny digital inmaging program
at CCP. I'mvery busy; noney is

tight. | often can't afford to get
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to class and take ny son to speech
therapy. But at the end of the day,
If the CCP gets the prom se of the
-- gets the prom se that we had from
the CCP to get free SEPTA passes,
then that would help a | ot.

You see, |'m not uniquely
busy, there are thousands of other
CCP students just |like nme, students
who are taking care of aging
parents, students -- new parents,
single nothers, single fathers
struggling to pay childcare, workers
comng off of shifts and going
directly to class, wung out and
exhausted, trying to absorb the
i nformation. And yet we still put
in the effort. And the |east the
college could do is give us a way to
get there and back.

G ven how nuch students
struggl e worryi ng about where we can
afford to get to canpus shouldn't be

a problem but the college insisted

Page 228

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

on making it one. The college
present board has stalled for over
one year, again on SEPTA passes.
The coll ege yet -- the colleges
having to spend $1 mllion on a
fancy Al netal detector investigated
by FTC, which has privacy breaches
and al so false positives. So these
t hi ngs haven't been installed yet,
but it's clear that if they do, it
wll -- CCB will becone nore |ike a
prison.

That place is beautiful;
the atnosphere is nice. Wat real
crime do you hear fromright there
in that area? W all, | feel, cone
to do the sane purpose as the better
our future. So we know where -- we
know where we stand, we know what we
need: W need nore noney for CCP
and childcare. No nore beating
around the bush fromthe states, no
nore saying we have to |l ook into

sonet hi ng or nunbers by the states.
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W want to work together to
these actions right for us students
and faculty. Let's work to nake it
-- let's work to nmake a better
future together. Thank you.

SARGEANT- AT- ARMS:  State
your nane for the record.

MR. SMALLEY: Sultan
Smal |l ey. Good afternoon. M nane
is Sultan Small ey, and |I'm a student
at the Community Col | ege of
Phi | adel phi a, studyi ng conputer
science. Qur school has been
chroni cally underfunded for decades.

When t he school was
created, it was created with the
prom se that the city would pay a
third of the cost. Tuition would
pay a third, and that the state
woul d pay a third. That has not
been net since the 80s. And
I ncreasingly that burden has been
shifted onto students. As you know,

the Board of Trustees voted to raise
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our tuition by 9.5 percent.

And yesterday, we had
budget hearings for CCP where we
were not allowed to give public
comrent, unlike in previous tines.
So | want to respond to sone of the
points that were nade yesterday by
our president.

As you know, the school
signed an agreenent to provide SEPTA
passes for students after AFT 2026
al nrost went on strike | ast year.

The agreenent did not say that SEPTA
passes woul d be for, you know, neans
tested or that would be for a
limted anount of students; it just
sai d SEPTA passes for students. And
the president says that only 50
percent of students have applied for
the pilot programthat they' ve done
at CASTE.

However, when | talk to
students, nobody knows that it

exi sts. The canpus, you know, that
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they have it at has fewer students
than on main canpus. And yeah, it
al so has free parking. And any
student knows that adm n knows how
to flood your emails and |l et you
know what they want you to know.
Yet, sonehow none of ny friends
knows that this pilot program you
know, has even been started.

So over a thousand students
signed a petition to get free SEPTA
passes. This is sonething that
students want. If you're not able
to provide sonething, then don't
agree toit. You don't get to tell
us one thing to avert a strike, and
then go change your m nd because you
supposedly don't have the noney.

So | urge Council to
I ncrease funding for CCP, broadly
speaki ng, and | encourage Council
to, you know, tell the Board of
Trustees to live up to its prom ses

and provi de SEPTA passes for

Page 232

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

students and childcare for students
as well, so thank you.

THE CLERK: Narita Pugh,
Mari e Ranzell, Em |y Abendroth,
Reverend Gregory Hol ston, Gabri el
Bal | ard, Marcus All en, Ryka Cooper,
Dr. Candace Pl ayer, Dan Ml er,
Martin Robi nson, Lydia Cooper.

SARCEANT- AT- ARMS: | f your
nane is called, please cone.

MS. ABENDROTH: Ckay.
Hell o, nmy nane is Em |y Abendroth.
|"m a resident of Cobbs Creek in
West Philly, and a nenber of the
HERE 4 Cimate Justice Coalition,
whi ch focuses on the intersection of
housing, justice, and climte
justice. Qur coalition's nane
stands for Housing Equity Repair and
Electrification for Cimte Justice.

Thank you, Council nenbers,
for your recent support of both
| CE- Qut and Safe Heal thy Hones, and

the values for human |ife, health
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and dignity that those | egislations
refl ect.

Many of us here today hope
the investnents nmade in this 2027
city budget can reflect the sane.
As a city resident, | stand in
support of the shared requests and
demands that peopl e have put forward
here to fully fund public services,
mobile crisis units, abortion
access, libraries and rec centers,
CCP and nore.

As a nenber of the HERE 4
Cimte Justice Coalition, | want to
draw specific attention in ny
testinony to the $4 mllion
oper ati ng budget request to the
Phi | adel phi a Energy Authority.

Qur coalition, which
I ncl udes 18 distinct Philly-based
orgs, supports PEA'S request and
calls on Council to do the sane. |
al so want to say like neither the

public nor Gty Council should have
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to fight every single year for the
Phi | adel phi a Energy Authority to
recei ve adequate operational funding
in the mayor's budget.

Thi s program has an
extensive track record of proven
I npact and efficacy as PEA's Em |y
Schapira testified before this body
| ast nonth, for every dollar of city
i nvestnent, they have spurred $90 of
| ocal investnent in clean energy
projects and prograns. PEA is one of
the only of a small handful of city-
funded agencies that is directly
addressing climte change through
prograns |ike Built To Last and
Solarized Philly, despite the dire
need for action and intervention on
this front, the kind of investnents
in home repair that Built To Last
provi des, hel p peopl e have hones
that are nore climate resilient,
that can keep them safe and

confortable in both extrenme heat and
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cold -- this wll be the last bit,
whi ch we are getting nore of each,
and that are energy efficient in
ways that keep their utility bills
af f ordabl e and whi ch hel p prevent
the -- all too pervasive utility
shutoffs that endanger the lives of
Phi | adel phi ans.

Pl ease fully fund PEA s $4
mllion operational budget requests.
And the last thing I'll say is just
that we hope we can work with Cty
Council to push the mayor, so that
we are not, both Council and
oursel ves, repeating this sane fight
every year, and can push for the
many ot her essential things that are
bei ng advocated for here today.

SARGEANT- AT- ARMS:  State
your name for the record, sir.

MR. MLLER  Thank you. M
name is Dan MIller, and | amthe
busi ness nmanager for the training

departnent at Mental Health

Page 236

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

Partnerships. I|I'malso a certified
peer specialist, and thank you for
the opportunity to provide public

t esti nony.

Ment al Heal t h Part nershi ps
serves individuals experiencing
honel essness and housi ng
instability. Al though my own role
does not involve direct delivery
service within honel ess prograns, ny
-- through ny work in nental health
systens training and peer support,
as well as through |ived experience,
| understand how cl osel y housi ng
stability, access to healthcare, and
recovery are connect ed.

| want to express strong
support for the city's continued
efforts to reduce honel essness and
for the progress nade through
coordi nated service-driven
i nvestnents. The city's planto
expand shelter capacity while

pairing shelter with w aparound
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services and stronger connections to
per manent supportive housing

refl ects an understandi ng that

honel essness is not just a housing

I ssue, but a health and systens

I Ssue.

Conti nued investnent in
saf e havens, recovery housing,
supportive housing, and continuity
of care is critical for individuals
experiencing serious nental health
chal l enges. As a certified peer
specialist, I want to highlight how
cl ose to many people are | osing
stability. |1've personally cone
cl ose to experiencing honel essness
due to ny own nental health. If ny
Medi cai d coverage hadn't been
reduced or elimnated in 2017, |
woul d' ve | ost access to treatnent
and nedi cati on and woul d' ve been
unabl e to remain housed. That |ived
experience inforns how | view these

budget deci si ons.
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For many people, healthcare
coverage i s what nmakes housi ng
possi ble. The risk of housing
instability is increasingly urgent,
given that an estimated 310, 000 PA
residents are expected to | ose
Medi caid and SNAP benefits. Wen
they | ose Medicaid, they often | ose
access to nental health care,
nmedi cati ons, preventative services.

And when SNAP benefits are
reduced and unlimted, and food
I nsecurity increases, together these
| osses significantly raise the risk
of housing instability and
honel essness, even for people, those
who are actively engaged in recovery
or enpl oynent.

In that context, the city's
I nvestnments in honel essness
prevention, shelter, supportive
housi ng - -

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
Rl CHARDSON: Pl ease concl ude your
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testinony. W have to keep it fair
for everyone.

MR MLLER Al right. |
will say, as soneone with |ived
experi ence and who has been on the
soci al security, please help people
who cannot advocate for thensel ves
and think about them Thank you.

M5. COOPER Hello. My
name i s Lydia Cooper, and | amthe
program nmanager of Fam |y Educati on
and Support at Mental Health
Par t ner shi ps.

First, I'd |like to comend
and congratulate Gty Council for
continuing funding for the
groundbr eaki ng service that the city
of Phil adel phi a has been providing
toits citizens. The Phil adel phia
Police Departnment's Crisis
| nterventi on Response Team al so
known as CERC.

| n response to energency

calls of a person in nental health
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crisis, CERC sends out a duo of
personal | y dedi cated and speci al | y-
trained uniformed officers, who are
acconpani ed by a behavioral health
speci alist from Merakey to provide
speci al i zed, conpetent de-escal ati on
Wi th safety, protection, and support
as a team

Additionally, and unique to
Phi | adel phia, CERC then follows up
wth patients and their famlies
wWthin 72 hours to provide
additional help and resources. This
programis successful. This program
supports famlies, and this program
IS building nuch needed trust
bet ween the police force and
nei ghbor hoods. And yet,
unfortunately, the CERC teanis
current level of funding is only
enough for themto operate Monday to
Friday from9:00 to 5:00. Evening,
ni ght, and weekend crises go

unsupported by their expertise.
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Counci | menbers, nent al
heal th chal |l enges do not follow a
wor k- week schedule. And it's not
just the famlies and community that
are bei ng shortchanged by this | ack
of access. In just the first year
of CERC s operation, other
Phi | adel phia police officers who had
responded to 911 calls radioed
asking for help fromthe CERC unit
nore than 500 tines.

It's outrageous that only
of ficers working the day shift can
call for backup when they recognize
t hat specialized conpassionate
service i s needed. What a shanme? |
exhort nenbers of City Council to
chanpi on i ncreased funding to expand
the response teanis hours so that
It's available to citizens,
famlies, businesses, neighborhoods,
and the police force itself. Thank
you very much for your tine.

THE CLERK: Suzette Fol ks,
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Robi n Hanson, Allegra D ngle, Tracy
Al l man, Margarita Padin, Patricia
Ford, David Sins, doria Cartagena.

SARGEANT- AT- ARMS: State
your name for the record and you can
begi n.

M5. FOLKS: Hi. M nane is
Suzette Fol ks.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Ma' am pl ease bring the
m c up. Thank you.

M5. FOLKS: Hi. M nane is
Suzette Folks. I'mfromLimtless
Ladies Mnistries, Limtless Ladies
CDC. And we provide assistance in
nost |ife issues, but ny passion is
our |ove bag initiative and
I nteractive workshops provided to
wonen and teens in shelters,
recovery hones, the unhoused, and in
crisis.

However, | have been
granted the honor of assisting and

bui | ding relati onships with those in
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mental health crisis. | amcalling
on nental health agencies and policy
makers to take greater
accountability and ensure consi stent
follow through on critical issues
such as crisis response services,
housi ng support, and case
managenent .

These gaps can have serious
consequences for individuals living
wth nmental disabilities and their
overall wellbeing. Being in
mnistry and having a | oved one
experiencing nental health crisis,
it 1s inportant to note that our
| oved ones are nore than just a
di agnosis. And deci sions regarding
their care should always reflect
their humanity, dignity, rights, and
best interests.

| know firsthand the
devastating inpact that occurs when
t hose responsi ble are not held

account abl e, |eaving individuals
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enotionally broken and only a shadow
of who they once were. | amcalling
for people in charge of their own
care, policies and procedures to
create a systemrooted in hope,
conpassi on, accountability, and
meani ngf ul support for our | oved
ones, their famlies, and all those
involved in their care. Thank you
for your tinme and consi deration.

M5. DINGLE: Good
afternoon. My nane is Allegra
Dingle, and | represent Sout hwest
Phi | adel phia on behalf of Transit
Forward Phil adel phia. Mny have
spoken to structural issues today,
and funding public services. |
believe that they are all connected,
and access to themcan truly change
a person's life. As we all know
very well, public transit in this
city has taken hits that have led to
a massive |ack of trust from

ridership.
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This year, we'll have the
250t h cel ebration, the M.B Al |l -Star
ganme, the World Cup, and a hot
sumer comng for us all. Many
Phi | adel phi ans have spoken to -- |
have spoken to have expressed
pessimsmtowards the influx of
tourismand its effects on our
al ready underfunded public
transportation system W're
preparing to wel cone thousands nore
people daily, and we are not
guaranteeing that our rapid transit
systemis running on tine. Student
cars have tinme limts and | ocation
restrictions.

W had to fight to save the
Zero Fare programfor |owincone
riders. Here is ny ask, as a public
transit rider and advocate: we nake
decisions that w |l augnent our
public transit systemeven after the
sumrer ends. W guarantee city and

state funding for increased capital
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and operational budget so that we
have safer and nore reliable access
to public transit.

W know t hat access to
public transit nakes for a
heal thier, nore culturally educated
and greener city. W know that
al l owi ng our students access to the
city allows themto | earn outside of
the classroom W know that getting
cars off of the road reduces traffic
deaths. W spend billions of
dollars a year on public safety when
we know that getting people where
they need to go, allow ng them
access to the doctor and the food
di stribution, and getting their
basi c needs net will reduce crine.
It does matter where this funding
conmes from

We are asking consuners to
take on nore expenses to fund public
transit and it's a heavy lift.

I nvesting in a proactive solution
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that all ows Phil adel phians to neet
their neighbors and get their shit
done will go so far to rebuild trust
i n our bel eaguered public transit
system that by the way, we'll be
offering free rides on the Broad
Street line to tourists that are
visiting the city for the Wrld Cup.
Thank you.

M5. ALLMAN.  CGood
afternoon, City Council at |arge,
Kat herine G| nore-Richardson, City
Counci | menbers, and all who are
here. M nane is Tracy Allman. |'m
here on behalf of ny parents,
Beverly Al man and ny deceased
father, WIlliam Al man, who reside
on the 5900 bl ock of Latona Street.

| need Gty Council to
al l ocate a budget to help fix a
retainer wall that never was built
proper with proper drainage on 5900
Latona Street, of which I've been

fighting a long-tinme during Gty
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Council Blackwell's term since 2010
and |l ong after ny deceased father
WIlliam Al |l man begun in the 80s and
the 90s, up until now under

Counci | woman Gauthier's term

That's a long tine to slowy watch a
deteriorating wall worsen.

This wall has al ready
partially coll apsed behind the
houses in the mddle of the block
fromny parents' house two doors
over, 16 years ago where a huge tree
once was, but the roots caused it to
conprom se that wall in that area to
cause it to collapse. Finally, we
got the huge tree cut two years ago,
but the roots fromthe weeds and
this tree, along with other
re-pollinated weed trees in the
al | eyways, has caused the
deterioration of the wall to
progress along with nmy nother's
al | eyway, which had a hairline

crack, which is now a huge crack, is
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begi nning to buckle, worsen, and
we're concerned about the coll apse
of honmes in the close proximty of
t hat area.

| want to thank
Counci | woman Gaut hi er and her
I'i ai son, Andrew Goodman, who hel ped
facilitate the huge weed tree
renmoval , which was in front of the
area that was nost conprom sed, but
-- and | also got the weed trees
cut, but the stunps were not being
able to be renoved, so therefore the
roots are still pushing the bricks
apart, which is conpromsing all the
hones in that area, which can cause
foundation infrastructure and
possi bl e col | apse.

My nom-- ny father, used
to get in the shower and be afraid
to get in the shower thinking he's
going to collapse into the side
because not only we have a retainer

wall 1ssue for the foundation in the
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back, there's an enpty |ot on the
side, which the city denvolished the
house and they never insul ated the
wal | properly or did anything to
hel p do the foundation on the side.

So our honme is in jeopardy
of foundation in the back fromthe
retainer wall and al so on the side
fromthe | ot which our hone is not
meant to stand alone. So | w sh the
Gty Council could allocate sone
budget to help save our famly hone
fromfalling or collapsing and help
us repair the retainer wall, and get
sone insulation or sonething done to
the house. Thank you, Cty Council,
for your tine.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE-
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much. W appreciate your --
oh, you just want to make a comment.
Very qui ckly, Council menber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
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Thank you, Ms. Allman, for comn ng
out today and I'mso sorry that you
continue to deal with this. And we
have put this on the list for the
NTI funding, and we've been checking
and checki ng, and pushi ng and

pushi ng, but we will continue to.
We know how inmportant this is. Not
only to you, but to the entire

bl ock. And thank you for your

persi stent advocacy on behal f of
your nei ghbors.

M5. ALLMAN.  Thank you.

M5. HANSON: Good
afternoon. M nane is Robin Hanson.
"' m here speaking as an advocate of
Ment al Heal th Partnerships, but not
just at Mental Health Partnerships,
period. |'mnot only an advocate; |
ama patient. |'ma psychiatric
patient. There are 236 psychiatric
prograns in the city of Phil adel phia
t hat include adult and adol escent

prograns. They're funded under the

Page 252

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee of the Whole

DHS funding. It falls short every
year. It includes the crisis
support team inpatient psychiatric
program outpatient prograns,
psychiatric offices, addiction
services, and adult disabilities.

| kind of want to go off on
a tangent here. |'ma psychiatric
patient. The programthat | was in
was supposed to close due to the
fact that there was no funding for
them |In the last hour, they
finally got a grant. But funding is
majorily inportant to the nental
health system W all need a little
bit of help every day, but |
appreciate your tinme. Thank you,
and have a good day.

M5. CARTAGENA- HART: (Good
af ternoon, everybody. M nane is
d oria Snooches Cartagena-Hart. |
ama long-termresident in
Kensi ngton, and |I'm al ways here to

advocate with Transit Forward, the
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PAHC, Phil adel phi a Affordabl e
Housi ng for Communities. Nanme it,
|"'mthere. | wear many hats in the
community that supports them |'m
here today and al so with Kensington
Corridor Trust in keeping
generational famlies in our

communi ty.

W are living a life of
chess, but if you take this noney
and put it in the places where it
belongs, it will fall |ike a dom no
effect. It is -- the three
necessities | always say: clothing,
food, and shelter, and now
educati on, because now we are | osing
our schools and how the students are
going to learn. Housing is going
up, rents are going up, enploynent
IS going down, salaries are not
rising. So how are we going to
mai ntai n, and support, and |live, and
thrive in Kensington?

| want to give flowers to
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Quetcy Lozada for fighting and
believing in us in Kensington;
Ni chol as O Rourke for fighting. |
appreciate you in fighting for us to
travel to get to and from And
those that |I don't nention, please
forgive me, but if you're fighting
with us, | appreciate it and thank
you. Keep fighting. 1'mgoing to
keep it short and brief, because
this is so serious.

This is really serious.
Peopl e are falling back, and we not
-- we want to thrive and stay in the
communities. W are losing culture.
W are losing history. W would
| ove to keep that here in
Kensi ngton. And Kensington is a
good place. It's -- everything
| ands there. | know it doesn't | ook
pretty, but it's common. It's |ike
a baby. You got to crawl before you
can wal k. And | appreciate those

that support us in helping us craw,
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so we'll be able to wal k and be
proud where we live. And thank you
again. | appreciate you-all.

MS. PADIN:. Good afternoon,
everybody. M nane is Margarita
Padin. 1'ma 40-year resident of
Phi | adel phia. How do we make sure
that we are not fundi ng enpl oyers,
devel opers, and general contractors
that are exploiting the |abor force
by subcontracting to contractors who
are commtting tax fraud by skirting
around | aws that mandate paynent
I nt o unenpl oynent conpensati on and
wor kers' conpensation? This
i ncl udes recipients of our public
| and t hrough the Land Bank.
Privati zi ng nmunici pal services often
| eads to negative inpacts, including
hi gher costs, due to profit notives,
decreased service quality, reduced
public accountability, and
di m ni shed transparency.

Private contractors
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frequently cut enpl oyee wages and
benefits to maxim ze profits,
causi ng higher staff turnover, and
reduced service efficiency. Private
contracts don't reduce costs in the
long run. We need L& fully funded,
staffed, and trained. Neighbor's
homes t hroughout the city are
becom ng unsafe, because of all the
construction and the adjacent row
homes. Wirk being done w thout the
proper permts and certifications
and qualifications to do the work.
And finally, in
Phi | adel phia, LGBTQ+ youth represent
about 25 to 40 percent of the young
peopl e experienci ng honel essness,
meani ng the group i s over
represented in the city's unhoused
popul ation. Can we make sure that
we fund the agencies that give
support to the LGBTQ+ conmunity?
Thank you. Have a nice day,

ever ybody.
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THE CLERK: CJ Randal |,
Chri stopher WIlianms, Anthony
W nston, Jigar Mehta, Patricia
Dom nguez, Jane Kni ght, and Jenna
Lanb.

MR. RANDALL: Good norni ng.
My nane is CJ Randall from North
Philly, and I'm here on behal f of
the Mural Arts program There's a
[ine in the WIl Smth novie, I,
Robot, where WIIl's character is
defining the nature of a soul, and
he asks the -- if a robot can paint
a beautiful picture, and the robot
responds wth, "Can you?"

And WII is caught up --
and WIIl is caught up short because
| presunme he cannot. | can. But as
valuable as that gift is, | need you
to understand that it does not cone
wi t hout cost.

As a kid growing up in
Chel tenham -- as a kid grow ng up

bet ween Chel t enham and Broad and
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Airy, | had what could be considered
an exceptionally violent chil dhood
here, anong other things, being a
gentle and artistic soul, put a very
specific target on ny back as early
as the second grade. And | grew up
Wi th the constant reinforcenent that
beautiful things were not all owed
because they weren't inherently
tough, and therefore, nust be
destroyed.

| actually won an
illustrated poster contest in the
first grade that |anded ny picture
in the Philly Enquirer. But in the
second grade, | becane the target
kid, because | was the artistic
sensitive child, and it wasn't
consi dered manly or Bl ack enough,
even for an eight-year-old. |
al nost quit school in the fourth
grade because school wasn't where |
went to learn; it was where | went

to get ny butt handed to ne on a
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weekly basis by 3, 4, 5, or 6 kids
all at once.

It was a very tooth and
cl aw exi stence, where ny only
count er bal ance to the viol ence was
my artistic pursuit. | wasn't the
gi fted engi neer, |ike ny brother was
growing up to be, or the athlete
that so many bl ack boys were told as
the only career path available to
them M gift was in the ability to
draw and paint, and it was nurtured
Wi th a serious dedication across the
entirety of my devel opi ng years.

In high school, | got so
addicted to drawing Ninja Turtles
that | went to on to becone a --
that | wanted to becone a com c book
artist. And | had a teacher who
recogni zed ny talents and hel ped ne
to get a partial scholarship to
Kut zt own Uni versity.

By this point inny life,

t he physical conflicts had gotten so
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bad that | knew if | stayed in
Phi | adel phia, | would not survive to
see ny 25th birthday, or that if I
did, it would be because | had to
fight hard enough that it would in
inevitably land ne in prison.

| canme to believe that
staying in Philly would invariably
|l ead to either a quick death by
stupidity, or a slow death by
poverty or incarceration, neither of
which were a future |I wanted for
nmysel f.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  |I'm
sorry, sir. |I'msorry, sir. W
need -- we need you to summari ze
your testinony.

MR. RANDALL: Ckay. Let ne
skip, skip, skip, skip, skip.
Shoot .

|'"'mhere to ask the city to
keep funding the arts and the nural
arts programspecifically to give

communi ties sonething to inspire, to
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wor k together towards, and to prove
to nyself that there is a place for
me here.

| happen to believe that
the Sistine Chapel ceiling is one of
the greatest acconplishnents in
human hi story, and that that
renai ssance sense woul d not be
possible without it. And that --

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  Sir,
we got you. Fund nore arts.

MR. RANDALL: | got, Iike,
just one nore sentence.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  Yep.
Are you going to | eave the painting
W th us?

MR. RANDALL: What's that?

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS: Are
you | eaving that with us?

MR. RANDALL: |'mperfectly
wlling to do that with you guys.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS: Two
nore sentences.

MR, RANDALL: Thank you.
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At a tinme when Phil adel phia
is known as the birthplace of the
nation and the greatest city for
mural s nationw de, art is the best
def ense against fascism It is the
purpose of life, and that a
beautiful painting is worth nore
than a thousand words; it's worth
the souls that pour into it, the
souls that are uplifted by it, and
the community it represents. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
Thank you, sir.

As a board nenber of Mural
Arts, we appreciate you being here
and we're serious about that
painting. Al right? So don't go
too far.

MR. RANDALL: Thanks.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
State your nane for the record.

MR, WNSTON:. Al righty.

My nane is Anthony Wnston. |'m
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part of the Phil adel phia Honel ess
Union. |'mhere to advocate for

af fordabl e housing. I'mactually a
reci pient of a voucher program
nysel f.

| was honel ess for al nost
four years, going on five. 1've
been t hrough the shelter system
|'ve seen what it is, |'ve seen what
it can do to people. It's -- it
basically, it's not a place that,
you know, you're going to go and get
the help that you actually do need,
besi des, you know, sitting there and
dealing with so-called, you know,
case managers that don't really care
about your situation, they're just
there to collect the paycheck.

You know, you get -- you
get hollered at by staff, you get
down, you know, be berated for the
sinple fact is that you' re honel ess,
but yet you're sitting here trying

to help ne prolong nyself to get
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back into society. But we all know,
i f you give sonebody housing, and it
does work, it's -- it is proven.

You can | ook at the studies
that they did in Denver, Col orado,
Canada. Okay. They -- it works.
You know, if you put people inside
housing -- if you put people inside
a housi ng,

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS: |
hear it, too. You can continue wth
your testinony. W're just asking
everybody to keep their phones on
silent. It's distracting the public
conmment .

Go ahead, sir. [|I'msorry.

MR WNSTON: It's a proven
-- It's a proven study fact that you
put people in housing; it does work.
Only 2 -- only 2 percent of people
that failed the whole programin
Denver, Col orado.

One -- and anot her thing

Is, staying with Canp Chl oe on every
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-- on the things that they're
fighting for to sinplify the things
of freedom that public piece of
| and has been -- we all probably
know, we've seen it grow ng up as
kids. It was a -- it was a
go-karts, golf -- a driving range
and batting cages back when I was a
kid in the 90s. It was abandoned
for Iike over 25 years. You know,
all of a sudden, just one day, the
-- a public developer is going to
stand up and say, Hey, | want the
Land Bank. And after that, you
know, ny -- like | said, other than
that -- and you just have a great
day.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOMAS:
Thank you for your testinony.

MR. WNSTON:. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
Pl ease state your nanme for the
record, and you may begin with your

t esti nony.
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MR WLLIAMS: First, |I'd
i ke to apol ogize, but | didn't know
that was still on.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS: W
can't hear you. |'msorry.

MR. WLLIAMS: | said,
first, 1'd like to apol ogize for ny
phone.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
You're fine.

MR WLLIAMS: Chri stopher
RK Wlliams. |I'mfromthe 5th
District, North Philadel phia, born
and raised, and |'mw th the North
-- I"'mwth the Phil adel phi a
Honel ess Union at the sane tine.

You-all want to pass these
bills; I don't understand how
you-all do these things too nuch and
not think about the people that are
outside. Right now, outside. She's
sitting there yelling, |ooking for
hel p, but we're here tal king about

it. Wiat are we going to do about
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it? | nmean, is it the 26th of this
month that that sort of tax is up?
| "' mjust asking a question, because
t hat made 600 sonething mllion out
of it. And what do you-all do with
it? I'mjust follow ng the noney.

| nmean, |'m a business
owner too. |I'ma small business
owner, and | got $135 back in taxes.
| only nmade |ike 25 grand. So
you're taxing ne, but you won't tax
t hose ot her corporations out there,
like Grainger that sits right there
on 8th Callowhill, where | got to go
and get tools from and | do enpl oy
sonme of the transients, sonme of the
brothers, they all had to go. And
it's $1,800 for a roomright now |
can't even afford to pay them $14 an
hour vyet.

So -- | can't even pay -- |
can't even afford to pay them $14 an
hour yet, and then your shelter

systens, they're horrible. You tell
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people to go in these shelter
systens, but there's rape going on
in there by staff and clients.
There's other stuff -- nold. And
not only that, when | cane honme from
bei ng i ncarcerated, February 3rd,
2024, | was told to go to OBP. WM
case was overturned. | go there,
|"'mtreated with nothing but
denoral i zati on and di srespect, then
| get kicked out because | wanted to
serve ny religion.

And then | filed a
grievance and then it was a
stonewal | . And you-all talk about
you-all want to nmake bills. There's
peopl e out there right now that's on
t hese grounds that's asking for
you-all help, but you-all want to
make nore taxes. That's all | got.
Get it together.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:

Thank you for your testinony.

M5. DOM NGUEZ: Good
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afternoon, Council. M nane is
Patricia Dom nguez, and |'m here to
ask if we could reconsider the BIRT
tax change, and allow snall

busi nesses and gig workers to be
exenpt fromthis. | ama small

busi ness owner, |'m two-and-a-half
years in, and | got walloped this
year by these taxes, and |I'mlike,
oh. And you know, as everybody
knows, snmall businesses, any
business is hard to get up off the
gr ound.

And | am Ilike, teetering
on that edge of, like, will I be
able to withstand -- take keeping
nmovi ng forward to get past that,

l'i ke, hunp, and the BIRT tax is |ike
making it quite increasingly
difficult. But |I also want to rel ay
that | just also feel the stress of
al so supporting i ndependent
contractors that support ne and ny

busi ness. And | don't want themto
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also lose -- | nean, they're also
getting hit on their other end, too,
but, you know, | also support work
for them and | want to nmake sure
that they' re taken care of in that
respect.

But yeah, that's -- | could
let go of, but | don't -- | think
you got it. Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:

Thank you. There are sone fol ks who
want to get your information, so if
you can give us your information,
we'd appreciate it. Please state
your nane for the record, and you
may begin with your testinony.

MR. MEHTA: My nane is
Jager Mehta. | talking --
regi stered for the rideshare, but it
really is about just enploynent,
simlar to what the current
testinony was. Wen soneone's a W
wor ker, if they're not naking a

l'iving wage, they're going to go out
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and becone a gig worker as well, or
they'll have two jobs. That's just
normal living right nowin
Phi | adel phi a and everywhere in the
country.

| f that W2 worker | oses
their job, they're working for a
corporation, they |l ose their job,
t hey now al so becone a sole
proprietor, independent worker.
What we're asking for is to give
themrelief. Wat we're saying is
that these fol ks, these independent
wor kers, they don't have access to
uni ons, they don't have a voice out
there. | can tell you from personal
experience, it's been very difficult
to get people organized. |It's very
difficult, because if you want to
tal k about diversity, this is the
nost di verse group of Phil adel phi ans
you can find. [It's the independent
contractor.

Now, | know there's sonme
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concerns that if we sonehow exenpt
sol e proprietors and individuals
that they'Il be a runaway wth
devel opers, that sonehow that the
devel oper will greatly benefit from
this. But |I can tell you that
devel opers, they go after access of
capital. They're | ooking for noney.
They're not being structured for a
tax cut. \What we're asking for is
to think about the other 60 percent,
and give themthe relief that they
need.

Councilman Driscoll's Bill
251026, that was created in
partnership with all of you. That
was created in partnership with two
of the top tax attorneys in
Phi | adel phi a: Stradl ey Ronon, and
Ball ard. What we're asking for
right now is that because you've
done the work, you've put the -- you
used -- | nean, |'ve worked with --

" msorry, people have worked with
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you guys, and all I'masking for is
that we can get a hearing.

If there is a process to
get a finance hearing, that's all we
want. We just want to tal k about
it. And if fromthere, God wlling,
with God's grace, we will be able to
nove forward, and naybe there'll be
a vote and we'll give -- we'll give
sone relief to these folks. So all
we're asking --

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:

Thank you, sir. W'Ill make sure you
get a heari ng.

MR. MEHTA: Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS: |'m
| ooking at ny col |l eague, and we'l |
make sure you get a hearing.

MR. MEHTA: Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOMVAS:

Thank you, sir.

MR. MEHTA: Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOMAS: |
appreci ate your testinony, and thank
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you for your continued advocacy.

Can we -- we're going to --
we're going to read these nanes one
nore tinme, because we want to nake
sure that this is the | ast
opportunity for folks to testify.

We just want to nake sure we haven't
m ssed anybody.

THE CLERK: Thank you,

M. Chair. |Is this a Jane Knight --
excuse ne, Zane Kni ght and Jenna
Lanb?

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
That's correct.

Ckay. So these are our
last two for the day. Sounds good.
Al right. Woever wants to go
first, please state your nane for
the record, and you may begin wth
your testinony.

MR, KNIGNT: M nane is
Zane Knight. ['ma comunity
activist organizer, a resident in

North Square, part of nany
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or gani zati ons, groups, et cetera.
|"mgrateful to be here, and have
the opportunity to testify today.

Thank you, City Council,
and a big thank you to all of the
groups and advocates that cane out
today to make their voices heard.
wanted to say that it's abhorrent
that this city is considering tax
I ncreases and the inplenentation of
a new regressive tax on the average
people of the city, when it has done
little to nothing transformational
in the everyday |lives of these
peopl e.

The cost of everything has
skyrocketed with inflation, and the
-- and price gouging, while wages
have stayed stagnant. Al of our
surroundi ng states have nmandat ed
wage increases, and if the city or
state wants to increase taxes, then
the city and its officials should be

pushing state |level officials to
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I ncrease the m ni num wage.

This city just closed 17
public schools and initially nore
than that were slated to be cl osed.
Meanwhi | e, charter schools eat up
exor bi tant anmounts of public school
fundi ng while operating like private
school s exenpt fromthe basic
gui del i nes and requi renents of
publ i ¢ school s.

Wth a surplus on the
books, the issue surrounding funding
and this budget do not have to be
ei ther or issues. The people of
Phi | adel phi a deserve better and the
peopl e of Pennsyl vani a deserve
better. W have a honel essness
crisis, not a housing crisis, wth
as many cheaply built devel opnents
that we have that we have -- that
have been approved and erected in
the last five plus years. There are
nore than enough enpty units for the

nunber of individuals in need.
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Stop the disposition of
public land to private for-profit
devel opers who al nost al ways rent or
sell at rates significantly higher
than that of the area nedi an incone,
AM, in the nei ghborhoods they are
in. Not every enpty |ot needs to be
a cheap, ugly, gentrification
project, and those who built truly
-- and those who build truly
sust ai nabl e and repurpose -- and
repur pose existing buildings should
be the only ones even under
consi deration for subsidies and/or
abat enent s.

W do not have to choose
bet ween funding transit or comunity
services and prograns; we do not
have to choose between fundi ng
housing or schools. It is not a
matter of noney; it's a matter of
political wll. Fund
sustainability, fund our school s,

fund teachers, fund housing, fund
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people, fund comunities. Free
Pal esti ne. Free Congo. Free Sudan.
Free Yenen. Thank you for your
time, and all power to the people.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOWVAS:
Pl ease state your nane for the
record.

M5. LAMB. M nane is Jenna
Lanb. Thank you, everyone, for your
stam na so being here, good Lord.
My nane is Jenna Lanb, part of the
team at Peopl e's Budget Ofice, a
project of Mural Arts Phil adel phia
that uses art to invite
Phi | adel phians into the city
budgeti ng process.

| n Phil adel phia, budget
deci sions are not theoretical. W
have heard today about the nany
concrete ways they affect people's
daily lives. Amd the converging
crises of housing instability,
public safety, econom c inequality,

and the rise of authoritariani sm
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i ncl udi ng people with |ived
experience in shaping governnent's
priorities is no |longer optional; it
Is essential. This budgeting
process, it needs to be accessi bl e,
denocratic, and genuinely reflective
of comunity needs.

W' ve had 700 participants
speak about the survey in our
budget. At this tinme, where
denocracy feels increasingly
gradual, trust in local governnents
t hat becone even nore inportant. W
know nore equitable nodels are
possi bl e because we' ve seen them

The city's budget office
previously experinmented with
prom si ng approaches: a
partici patory budgeting pilot, the
creation of an educati on,
engagenent, and inpact unit, and
budgeting for racial equity. Wth
t hese processes, comunities'

concerns were recorded before the
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budget was shaped, and tracked
t hroughout the process. Let's do
this in reverse: public testinonies
before the budget gets deci ded.
These efforts ainmed to give
residents the opportunity to shape
the budget as it was being forned,
and provi de neani ngful data points
to make sure city departnents were
neeting equity goals. But today,
those practices are no longer in
pl ace, and the opportunities that
remain are limted and difficult to
navi gat e.
| am here today because |
bel i eve the opposite is possible.
Phi | adel phi ans hol d deep | ocal
know edge that can strengthen the
| ocal budget and nmake your | obs
easier and nore effective as
| egi slators. To harness that
know edge, we need to expand
engagenent opportunities outside of

the spring so residents can shape
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t he budget.

The city needs to make
nore budget docunents accessible
and create structural and | egal
reforns that nmake these changes
happen. So let's invest in
that. Let's invest in that and
make the opposite happen. Thank
you SO mnuch

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:
Thank you for your testinony.

Seeing that there is no
one else to testify, the Chair
call s on Council menber Gaut hi er
for a notion that the public
hearing and neeting on the bills
and the resolutions before the
commttee today stand in recess.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER:
So noved.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Second.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:

It's been noved and properly
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seconded that the public hearing
and neeting on the bills and
resol utions before the conmttee
today stand in recess.

Al'l those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOWVAS:
Those opposed? The ayes have
it. The notion carries. The
commttee wll stand in recess.

Thank you.

3:45 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

| hereby certify that the proceedi ngs

copy is a correct transcript of the sane.

Samanda J. Ros

Samanda J. Ri os

Court Reporter
Notary Public of Pennsyl vani a

(The foregoing certification of this

does not apply to any reproduction of

the sanme by any neans unl ess under the direct

control and/or supervision of the certifying
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