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1          12/6/18 - STATED - INVOCATION

2               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

3     morning.  We're going to start.  We're

4     running late.  Thank you.

5               If the members will take their

6     seats and all the visitors can retire

7     behind the rail, we'll get started.

8     Thank you.

9               One housekeeping note.  If

10     anyone has a cell phone or any other

11     electronic device that makes noise, can

12     you please turn it off or turn it on

13     silent or airplane mode.  Thank you very

14     much for your cooperation.

15               To give our invocation this

16     morning, the Chair recognizes Sister

17     Kathleen Coll, a Steering Committee

18     member with the U.S. Catholic Sisters

19     Against Human Trafficking.  She is here

20     today as the guest of Councilman Al

21     Taubenberger.

22               I would ask all guests,

23     visitors, and members to please rise.

24               (Councilmembers, guests, and

25     visitors rise.)
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2               SISTER COLL:  Well, good

3     morning to all of you.  It certainly is

4     an honor for me to be here, and thank

5     you, President Clarke, for the

6     introduction, and I especially want to

7     thank Councilman Al Taubenberger for his

8     gracious invitation to me to pray with

9     you today.

10               So as we gather, let's bow our

11     heads and take a moment to clear our

12     minds from all that is distracting us and

13     let us be conscious of God's loving

14     presence with us here now.

15               And so we pray.

16               Oh, wise, compassionate, and

17     loving God, you are the source of all

18     that is good.  You are the source of all

19     our blessings.  We thank you for the

20     blessings bestowed upon us, our families,

21     and the people of the City of

22     Philadelphia.  May the work we are about

23     this day give you honor and praise.

24               We come today asking for your

25     guidance as we begin this meeting.  May
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2     we as leaders realize our role is to

3     serve for the sake of others.  Help us to

4     engage in meaningful discussion that

5     nurtures the bonds of community.  Bestow

6     upon us wisdom to govern amid the

7     conflicting interests and issues of our

8     times.

9               Bless our efforts with clear

10     insight, our deliberations with wisdom,

11     our work with clarity and authenticity,

12     and our decisions with impartiality.  May

13     we be ever conscious of what promotes the

14     common good and the dignity of all our

15     sisters and brothers, especially those

16     who are poor, discriminated against or

17     marginalized.

18               We thank you in advance who are

19     supporting us as we deliberate on the

20     matters at hand.

21               And so we ask all this in your

22     holy name.

23               Amen.

24               (Amen.)

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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2     Thank you so much, Sister.  We appreciate

3     it.

4               Council will be at ease.

5               (Council at ease.)

6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7     Thank you.  Our next order of business is

8     the approval of the Journal of the

9     meeting of Thursday, November 29th, 2018,

10     and the Chair recognizes Councilman

11     Greenlee.

12               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

13     you, Mr. President.  I move that the

14     Journal of the meeting of Thursday,

15     November 29th, 2018 be approved.

16               (Duly seconded.)

17               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18     Thank you.  It has been moved and

19     properly seconded that the Journal of the

20     meeting of Thursday, November 29th, 2018

21     stand approved.

22               All those in favor?

23               (Aye.)

24               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25     Those opposed?
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2               (No response.)

3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

4     ayes have it, and our Journal is

5     approved.

6               Our next order of business is

7     requests for leave of absence, and the

8     Chair recognizes Councilman Henon.

9               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

10     Mr. President.  On behalf of the

11     majority, there are no requests of leave

12     absence today.

13               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

14     Chair thanks the gentleman.

15               The Chair now recognizes

16     Councilman O'Neill.

17               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Thank you,

18     Mr. President.  On behalf of the

19     republicans, there are no requests for

20     leave of absence.

21               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

22     Chair thanks the gentleman.

23               At this time, I would like to

24     dispense with the regular order of

25     business and I would like to thank
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2     everyone who has taken time out of their

3     day to come down to witness their

4     government in action.  We genuinely

5     appreciate you being here.  We hope your

6     stay here is a knowledgeable one but,

7     more importantly, a pleasurable one, so

8     much so that you come back again.  Again,

9     thank you for being here.

10               At this time, the Chair

11     recognizes Councilman Greenlee, who is

12     going to present a resolution on my

13     behalf recognizing a very special

14     individual, Mr. Odath Baker.

15               Would Mr. Baker and those

16     accompanying him please join the

17     Councilman at the podium.

18               (Councilmembers and guests

19     approached podium.)

20               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

21     joining Councilman Greenlee, we have

22     Councilwoman Reynolds Brown, Councilwoman

23     Blackwell, Councilman Jones.

24               Folks, can I ask you all to

25     please keep it down.  We're trying to
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2     conduct business.  Thank you.

3               Before the Councilman starts

4     the resolution, I'd just ask everybody to

5     say happy birthday to Mr. Baker.

6               (Happy birthday.)

7               (Applause.)

8               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

9     you, Mr. President.

10               It's an honor on behalf of the

11     Council President to present this

12     resolution honoring Odath Baker on his

13     102nd birthday.

14               (Applause.)

15               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:

16     Absolutely.  Absolutely.  And this is

17     also important, and congratulating him

18     for his stellar voting record.

19               Whereas, Odath --

20               (Applause.)

21               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Whereas,

22     Odath Baker was born on December 6, 1916,

23     one of twelve children, in Georgia.  He

24     never completed high school, but managed

25     to make a living as a shoemaker, earning
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2     $19 a week in 1942, which he said was

3     pretty good money at the time.  Mr. Baker

4     married his lovely wife on his 21st

5     birthday and to their union were born

6     three wonderful children.  Mr. Baker is

7     also blessed to have three grandchildren

8     and six great-grandchildren; and

9               Whereas, Odath Baker and his

10     family moved to North Bailey Street in

11     Philadelphia in 1945.  At that time, he

12     was the only African-American homeowner

13     on the block.  He was employed for four

14     decades at the Campbell Soup Company and

15     he also worked for 10 years as a Crossing

16     Guard.  A pillar of his community,

17     Mr. Baker served as a Committee Person

18     for five years.  He was well known as a

19     political activist and spreading the word

20     to "get out the vote"; and

21               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:

22     Whereas, having reached this magnificent

23     milestone, Mr. Odath Baker now qualifies

24     for official induction into the

25     Centenarian Elite Corps, radiating the
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2     same charm and warmth that has been his

3     constant companion throughout 102

4     birthdays, which we celebrate today; and

5               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Whereas,

6     Mr. Baker has lived through times of war,

7     through times of peace, depression,

8     economic recovery, the era of the baby

9     boom, space shuttles and the information

10     highway.  In addition, he has been

11     privileged to witness incredible

12     achievements in travel, technology,

13     social change and for him the most

14     important, the election of the first

15     black President of the United States,

16     President Barack Obama;

17               (Applause.)

18               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Whereas,

19     Odath Baker has contributed most

20     significantly during his past 102 years

21     in his own special way as a productive

22     individual, possessing all of the

23     wonderful characteristics that make him

24     and make the world a better place; now,

25     therefore, be it
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2               Resolved, by the Council of the

3     City of Philadelphia, that we hereby

4     honor and congratulate Mr. Odath Baker on

5     the memorable occasion of his 102nd

6     birthday and for his stellar voting

7     record here in the City of Philadelphia.

8               Be it further resolved that an

9     engrossed copy of this resolution be

10     presented to Mr. Baker as evidence of our

11     true and sincere sentiments of this

12     entire legislative body.  Signed by

13     Darrell Clarke, President of City

14     Council.

15               (Applause.)

16               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

17     the Chair recognizes Mr. Baker for

18     remarks, words of wisdom.

19               MR. BAKER:  It's a big thing to

20     be here.  To live is a gift.

21               Back in 1942 when I came here,

22     I never thought that I would live to see

23     the day that I can sit here in City Hall

24     and say thanks for being here.

25               (Applause.)
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2               MR. BAKER:  May God bless all

3     of you and continue to keep this the

4     greatest city in the world.

5               (Applause.)

6               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7     Thank you.

8               Council will be at ease.

9               (Council at ease.)

10               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11     Thank you.  I just want to make a very

12     brief announcement.  I'm going to have to

13     run out of the Chambers briefly.  I will

14     be back, hopefully very shortly.

15     Councilman Greenlee will come up and

16     chair at the moment and subsequently

17     Councilman Henon.  In the event that I

18     don't get back in time, I would like to

19     leave my vote as aye on all bills and

20     resolutions and amendments.

21               (Applause.)

22               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Just for

23     the record, are you cheering his vote or

24     because he's leaving?  What is it?

25               (Laughter.)
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2               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Just

3     checking.  I could get away with that, I

4     think.

5               At this time, the Chair

6     recognizes Councilman Oh, who will

7     present a resolution recognizing State

8     Representative John Taylor.

9               Would State Representative

10     Taylor and those accompanying him please

11     join the Councilman at the podium.

12               (Councilmembers and guests

13     approached podium.)

14               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:

15     Councilman Oh is joined by Councilman

16     Henon, Councilman Taubenberger,

17     Councilman O'Neill.

18               COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

19     much.  At this time, it's my pleasure to

20     introduce or to present this resolution

21     recognizing and honoring State

22     Representative John Taylor on the

23     occasion of his retirement after 34 years

24     of distinguished service in the

25     Pennsylvania House of Representatives.  I
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2     think that many people will echo the same

3     sentiments, that Representative John

4     Taylor has been a dynamic advocate for

5     Philadelphia.  Of course in politics and

6     in democracy we don't always agree, but

7     we always respect those who try to do

8     their best for the public interest and

9     the public good.  In this case, John

10     Taylor I would say is probably

11     universally respected in our city as

12     someone who has been reasonable,

13     certainly an advocate for our city,

14     reaching across the aisles and trying to

15     be a bridge for what can be done

16     positively for our city, and we certainly

17     thank him for his service.

18               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Hello.  So

19     we are recognizing and honoring State

20     Representative John Taylor on the

21     occasion of his retirement after 34

22     years.

23               Before I start, a point of

24     personal privilege.  I've known the

25     Representative for over 20 years.
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2     Believe it or not, probably going on 25

3     years, Representative.  And when it comes

4     to servicing his district, there is no

5     party affiliation.  He services people.

6     He services all people that he

7     represents.  And I remember back as a

8     young buck in 1998, '99, I'm going around

9     doing voter registration.  I just

10     happened to be in his district, and

11     they're like, whoa, I am not changing for

12     anybody.  Don't you know that John Taylor

13     is our Representative?

14               And I said, well, you know,

15     this doesn't affect him this year.

16               He goes, well, we're not taking

17     any chances.  And Philadelphia should

18     have never taken any chances when it came

19     to his leadership.  He's a statesman.  He

20     sacrificed his own leadership in the

21     House of Representatives of the

22     Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, his own

23     ambitions he put aside so he didn't have

24     to always go along with what is right for

25     people in his district.
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2               So he is a senior statesman in

3     the Commonwealth, the House of

4     Representative.  He headed major

5     committees and had the highest respect

6     and honor that somebody deserves.  When

7     the speakers and leaders came and go,

8     Representative Taylor was there to make

9     sure and ensure that Philadelphia is

10     always represented and that he had a

11     block that he could bring home all of the

12     resources he could for the City of

13     Philadelphia, not just the 177th

14     District.

15               And whereas, the State

16     Representative John Taylor has faithfully

17     served the citizens of the House's 177th

18     District, which includes portions of the

19     Philadelphia's River Wards and Northeast,

20     for 17 terms.  He will retire from his

21     position at the end of 2018;

22               Whereas, a republican,

23     Representative has been a stalwart

24     ambassador of a district that has never

25     had a majority of republican votes.
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2               Think about that.  Never had

3     majority of republican votes.  Certainly

4     had the super majority of the people's

5     votes.

6               With moderate, blue-collar

7     values and a dedication to meeting the

8     needs of his district, Representative

9     Taylor represents that political

10     affiliation is second to service; and

11               COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:  Also

12     a point of personal privilege.  When I

13     met Representative Taylor, I had hair and

14     it wasn't gray.  He's a great guy and has

15     done many, many wonderful things, and

16     it's an honor to stand with him today.

17               Whereas, Representative Taylor

18     will retire as the Chairman of the House

19     Transportation Committee, through which

20     he has overseen the state's mass transit

21     system and transportation infrastructure.

22     Of particular benefit to Philadelphia,

23     Representative Taylor used his position

24     to prioritize the safety on the Roosevelt

25     Boulevard; and
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2               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Just to

3     take a moment of personal privilege, I

4     had to find opportunity to work with

5     Representative Taylor while serving as a

6     State Representative and I can honestly

7     say he has always put the interests of

8     the City of Philadelphia before party

9     affiliation.  A lot of times we talk

10     about the things that elected officials

11     are doing, but I can also bear witness to

12     a lot of things that he has actually

13     stopped from happening to the City of

14     Philadelphia, negative things that would

15     have a significant impact on the

16     residents here in the City of

17     Philadelphia, and if it was not for his

18     leadership in Harrisburg and working

19     across party lines specifically for the

20     City of Philadelphia, we would have seen

21     a lot of detrimental things take place

22     here in the City of Philadelphia.

23               Whereas, Representative Taylor

24     is a past Chairman of the House Liquor

25     Control Committee.  In this role, he was
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2     instrumental in moving a bill forward to

3     privatize the state's liquor sales, the

4     first steps towards the privatization of

5     liquor wholesale and retail sales since

6     Prohibition; and

7               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

8     you.  And I've got to echo the sentiments

9     of Councilman Kenyatta Johnson.  For

10     those of you who are in this Chamber,

11     when we were in Harrisburg, one of the

12     most important voices inside that

13     republican caucus room and on the floor

14     of the House was that of John Taylor.

15     And you're right, Councilman Johnson, it

16     wasn't as a republican.  It wasn't

17     against democrats.  Everything was about

18     Philadelphia.  And so I was wondering,

19     what could we give him today because he

20     does so much for our city.  And so we

21     today presented the Representative with a

22     copy of a book that's been my Bible since

23     I first learned about it in 2016, and the

24     book is called Grit and it's written by

25     Angela Duckworth, and it's about the
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2     power of passion and perseverance,

3     because I've been in the foxhole with him

4     when it was time to deliver, and he's

5     always delivered on behalf of the City of

6     Philadelphia.

7               Whereas, Representative John

8     Taylor has been a steady advocate for the

9     interests of all Philadelphians while in

10     Harrisburg.  He introduced and passed a

11     state constitutional amendment to allow

12     Philadelphia to alter the way it taxes

13     real estate to reduce the City's wage and

14     business privilege taxes.  He authored

15     legislation which allows Philadelphia and

16     other municipalities to create public

17     land bank authorities.  Additionally, he

18     supported legislation to allow

19     Philadelphia homeowners to qualify for a

20     Homestead Exemption, giving them relief

21     from increasing property taxes; and

22               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  I'd like

23     to say a point of personal privilege.  As

24     we go forward and you heard all the

25     things about John Taylor, what he has
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2     done, but I just want to bring one point

3     up about John that speaks so truly about

4     his character, and that now that his

5     elected official days are winding down,

6     he had received a personal e-mail about a

7     concern in a neighborhood and instead of

8     just telling somebody to reach out to

9     somebody else, he forwarded it to me to

10     help the constituent.  So that just tells

11     you what John Taylor thinks about our

12     city and what he cares about our

13     constituent base.

14               Whereas, in response to a

15     growing opioid epidemic statewide,

16     especially in the Philadelphia area,

17     Representative Taylor introduced and

18     passed legislation which created a pilot

19     program to expand Recovery High Schools,

20     giving high school students the ability

21     to continue their education in a less

22     perilous environment; and

23               Whereas, Representative

24     Taylor's dedicated staff has skillfully

25     served the 177th District and has helped
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2     Representative Taylor achieve renown for

3     his attention and service to the needs of

4     his constituents; and

5               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Far be it

6     from me to be the only one.  I just want

7     to mention something a little different,

8     because being a republican is a little

9     different perspective.  John has been a

10     master at getting reelected and doing it

11     for all the right reasons, and the core

12     of his district is where I grew up in

13     Port Richmond and 25th Ward.  That's John

14     Taylor country and will be for a long

15     time.  And I learned more from his

16     reelections, even though I started before

17     him, and don't mind being a copycat when

18     I'm looking at that kind of success,

19     because John has had some tough

20     reelections that many people forget and

21     ugly reelections that he got through with

22     flying colors.

23               So anything I could glean from

24     that, John, I stole it and am proud for

25     that thievery.



Stated Meeting
December 6, 2018

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 23

1        12/6/18 - STATED - PRESENTATIONS

2               So I'm going to just say:

3     Whereas, State Representative Taylor is

4     to be commended for his steadfast, active

5     service to benefit not only the residents

6     of the 177th District but the City and

7     Commonwealth as a whole.  His legacy of

8     service will remain through the lasting

9     reforms he achieved in the House, and the

10     City looks forward to the continued

11     impact he will have on his community as

12     he bids farewell to Harrisburg; now,

13     therefore, be it

14               COUNCILMAN OH:  Resolved, by

15     the Council of the City of Philadelphia,

16     that it hereby recognizes and honors

17     State Representative John Taylor on the

18     occasion of his retirement after 34 years

19     of distinguished service.

20               Further resolved, that an

21     engrossed copy of this resolution be

22     presented to State Representative John

23     Taylor.

24               (Applause.)

25               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The Chair
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2     recognizes State Representative Taylor

3     for remarks.  And just let me note that

4     that was a record number of points of

5     personal privilege.  So you set a record

6     here today, John.

7               REPRESENTATIVE TAYLOR:  Thank

8     you, Mr. President.

9               Good morning, everybody.  I'm

10     very honored to not only be here with

11     this resolution, but the kind remarks by

12     folks who I consider my colleagues.

13               I want to thank Councilman Oh,

14     and what you see up here are folks that I

15     worked with pretty extensively over the

16     years.  My Councilwoman is Maria

17     Quinones-Sanchez and she is wonderful.

18     Oh, she's not there.  But she's wonderful

19     to work with, as well as Councilman

20     Squilla and Councilman Henon.  We

21     interacted almost on a daily basis with

22     all those folks, in addition to my

23     republican colleagues, Brian O'Neill and

24     Councilman Oh and Councilman

25     Taubenberger.  I think there's a lot of
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2     Councilmen at-large that -- almost

3     entirely the entire body that I had an

4     opportunity to work with.

5               I think at the end of the day

6     what we concentrated on is really helping

7     Philadelphia.  At the state level it's

8     very difficult to do something strictly

9     for your district.  You do something for

10     the entire city.  And I was proud of all

11     the things we were able to accomplish for

12     the City.

13               Councilman Johnson picked up on

14     the fact that you can't really articulate

15     what you prevent from happening, and

16     maybe that was one of my specialties, but

17     you can't put that in a resolution.

18               But I'm hopeful to be able to

19     continue to work with all of you for the

20     betterment of the City.  I was hoping

21     that -- the title of the book that

22     Councilwoman Parker gave me, Grit, is as

23     much for what I'm going to do in the

24     future as what I've done in the past.

25               So thank you very much, and it
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2     looks like you have a very busy day in

3     front of you, so I wish you the best of

4     luck.

5               Councilwoman, how are you?

6               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  I'm

7     sorry.

8               REPRESENTATIVE TAYLOR:  I

9     looked at the wrong direction for you,

10     but since you returned, I just wanted to

11     thank you for the work.

12               Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez

13     is my Councilwoman and is very responsive

14     to all our needs, so we appreciate it.

15               Thanks, everybody.

16               (Applause.)

17               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

18     you.

19               Council will be at ease.

20               Actually, while everyone is

21     gathering, I just want to note for the

22     record that a soon-to-be State

23     Representative is in the room, State

24     Representative-elect Elizabeth Fiedler.

25     Thank you.
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2               (Applause.)

3               (Council at ease.)

4               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The next

5     order of business is communications.  The

6     Chair requests that the Sergeant-of-Arms

7     delivers the message from the Mayor to

8     the Chief Clerk.

9               Chief Clerk, would you please

10     read the messages from the Mayor.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  To the President

12     and members of the Council of the City of

13     Philadelphia, I am submitting herewith

14     for the consideration of your honorable

15     body a resolution authorizing the

16     Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 162

17     West Cumberland Street, 164 Cumberland

18     Street, and 166 West Cumberland Street

19     located in the Seventh Councilmanic

20     District; and

21               A resolution authorizing the

22     Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2200

23     North Cleveland Street located in the

24     Fifth Councilmanic District; and

25               A resolution authorizing the
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2     Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2211

3     West Sergeant Street and 2213 West

4     Sergeant Street located in the Fifth

5     Councilmanic District; and

6               A resolution authorizing the

7     redevelopment contract of the

8     Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority for

9     the redevelopment and urban renewal of a

10     portion of the Mantua Urban Renewal Area,

11     identified by house numbers and street

12     addresses as 3712 through 3720 Melon

13     Street, 3713 through 3717 Melon Street,

14     3723 Melon Street, 3729 through 3739

15     Melon Street and 653 through 655 North

16     Thirty-Eighth Street, and 3846 Melon

17     Street; and

18               A resolution authorizing the

19     redevelopment contract of the

20     Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority for

21     the redevelopment and urban renewal of a

22     portion of the West Mill Creek Urban

23     Renewal Area designated as Parcel No. 78A

24     (and also sometimes identified by house

25     number and street address as 616 through
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2     636 North Fifty-Second Street) and Parcel

3     No. 79; and

4               A resolution approving the

5     first amendment to the redevelopment

6     contract of the Philadelphia

7     Redevelopment Authority for the

8     redevelopment and urban renewal of a

9     portion of the West Philadelphia

10     Redevelopment Area, identified by house

11     number and street address as 6161 West

12     Girard Avenue; and

13               A resolution proposing an

14     amendment to the Philadelphia Home Rule

15     Charter to provide for the creation of an

16     Office of Immigrant Affairs, to provide

17     for the powers and duties of such office,

18     and to otherwise provide through

19     incorporation of the office into the City

20     government; and

21               An ordinance providing for the

22     submission to the qualified electors of

23     the City of Philadelphia of an amendment

24     to the Philadelphia Home Rule Charter

25     establishing and defining the
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2     responsibilities of the Office of

3     Immigrant Affairs; fixing the date of a

4     special election for such purpose;

5     prescribing the form of ballot questions

6     to be voted on; and authorizing the

7     appropriate officers to publish notice to

8     make arrangements for the special

9     election, all under certain terms and

10     conditions.

11               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you.

12     The messages will be printed in the

13     Journal.

14               The Chief Clerk will please --

15     are there any other communications in

16     your possession from the Mayor?

17               CHIEF CLERK:  I have none,

18     Mr. Chairman.

19               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

20     Mr. Decker.

21               Before we do the introduction

22     of bills and resolutions, the Chair would

23     recognize Councilman Taubenberger.

24               COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:

25     Chairman Henon, thank you very much.  A



Stated Meeting
December 6, 2018

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 31

1       12/6/18 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

2     little more than a year ago, a very dear

3     friend of mine passed away.  His name was

4     Ed Monaghan, Sr.  One of the things he

5     requested was that Sister Kathleen give

6     the invocation at this very Chamber.

7               With Sister Kathleen are

8     members of the Monaghan family, and I'd

9     just like to have them stand and be

10     recognized, because Mr. Monaghan was a

11     longtime Philadelphia City police officer

12     who retired with distinction.

13               Thank you.

14               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

15     Councilman.

16               COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:

17     Please.

18               (Applause.)

19               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The next

20     order of business is the introduction of

21     bills and resolutions.

22               The Chair recognizes

23     Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds Brown.

24               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Good

25     morning.  I offer three resolutions this
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2     morning.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  A privileged

4     resolution authorizing the Committee on

5     the Environment to hold public hearings

6     to assess the City of Philadelphia's

7     response to the findings of the 2018

8     National Climate Assessment.

9               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Placed on

10     today's Final Passage.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

12     resolution authorizing the Committee on

13     the Environment to hold public hearings

14     on the Municipal Energy Master Plan and

15     the City's goal to transition to 100

16     percent clean renewable energy for

17     municipal buildings by 2030.

18               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Placed on

19     today's Final Passage Calendar.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

21     non-privileged resolution urging the

22     Department of Education and Secretary

23     Betsy DeVos to reconsider new guidelines

24     that would make it more difficult for

25     victims of sexual assault on college
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2     campuses to attain justice.

3               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Will be

4     considered for next week's Final Passage.

5               The Chair recognizes

6     Councilwoman Blackwell.

7               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:

8     Mr. Chairman, today I introduce two

9     non-privileged resolutions.

10               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

11     Councilwoman.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  A non-privileged

13     resolution approving the redevelopment

14     contract of the Philadelphia

15     Redevelopment Authority for the

16     redevelopment and urban renewal of a

17     portion of the West Mill Creek Urban

18     Renewal Area, identified as Parcel No.

19     78-A (and also sometimes identified by

20     house number and street address as 616

21     through 636 North Fifty-Second Street)

22     and Parcel No. 79.

23               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Next Council

24     session.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  And a
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2     non-privileged resolution approving the

3     redevelopment contract of the

4     Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority for

5     the redevelopment and urban renewal of a

6     portion of the Mantua Urban Renewal Area,

7     identified by house numbers and street

8     addresses as 3712 through 3720 Melon

9     Street, 3713 through 3717 Melon Street,

10     3723 Melon Street, 3729 through 3739

11     Melon Street and 653 through 655 North

12     Thirty-Eighth Street, and 3846 Melon

13     Street.

14               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Placed on

15     next Council session.

16               The Chair recognizes Councilman

17     Greenlee.

18               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

19     you, Mr. Chairman.  On behalf of Council

20     President Clarke, I offer five

21     resolutions, and on your behalf, I offer

22     one resolution.

23               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

24     Councilman.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  A privileged
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2     resolution authorizing City Council's

3     Committee of the Whole to hold public

4     hearings to determine the condition of

5     the City of Philadelphia's

6     infrastructure, to identify the

7     improvements and innovative strategies

8     needed to maintain and upgrade that

9     infrastructure to satisfactory levels,

10     and to determine the funding currently

11     available and additional funding needed

12     to ensure that the infrastructure is

13     capable of supporting the City's growing

14     population.

15               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Today's

16     Final Passage.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

18     resolution honoring Odath Baker on his

19     102nd birthday and congratulating him for

20     his stellar voting record.

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Today's

22     Calendar.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

24     non-privileged resolution authorizing the

25     Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2211
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2     West Sergeant Street and 2213 West

3     Sergeant Street.

4               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Placed on

5     next week's Final Passage.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

7     non-privileged resolution authorizing the

8     Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose to 2200

9     North Cleveland Street located in the

10     Fifth Councilman District.

11               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Also placed

12     on next week's Final Passage.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

14     non-privileged resolution authorizing the

15     Commissioner of Public Property to

16     execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

17     Redevelopment Authority, without

18     consideration, deeds conveying

19     conditional fee simple title to certain

20     City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

21     the buildings and improvements thereon,

22     situate in the Thirty-Second Ward of the

23     City of Philadelphia.

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Next session

25     of Council.
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2               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

3     non-privileged resolution authorizing the

4     Commissioner of Public Property to

5     execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

6     Redevelopment Authority, without

7     consideration, deeds conveying

8     conditional fee simple title to certain

9     City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

10     the buildings and improvements thereon,

11     situate in the Sixteenth Ward of the City

12     of Philadelphia.

13               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Placed on

14     next week's passage calendar.

15               The Chair recognizes Councilman

16     Greenlee -- oh, Councilman Jones.

17               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

18     Mr. Chairman.  Today I offer one bill and

19     one non-privileged resolution.

20               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

21     Councilman.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

23     amending Section 9-205 of The

24     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Sidewalk

25     Sales," by prohibiting vending on both
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2     sides of 56th Street between Haverford

3     Avenue and Vine Street, 57th Street

4     between Haverford Avenue and Vine Street,

5     and Vine Street between 56th Street and

6     57th Street.

7               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Appropriate

8     committee.

9               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

10     non-privileged resolution approving the

11     first amendment to the redevelopment

12     contract of the Philadelphia

13     Redevelopment Authority for the

14     redevelopment and urban renewal of a

15     portion of the West Philadelphia

16     Redevelopment Area, identified by house

17     numbers and street addresses as 6161 West

18     Girard Avenue.

19               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Next week's

20     Final Passage.

21               The Chair recognizes Councilman

22     Johnson.

23               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

24     Mr. President.  I have one privileged

25     resolution and one bill on behalf of
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2     Council President, and I would like to

3     speak briefly on my resolution and the

4     bill.

5               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

6     Councilman.

7               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

9     amending Chapter 16-400 of The

10     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Vacant and

11     Surplus Properties," by changing the

12     composition of the Vacant Property Review

13     Committee, by providing for further

14     duties of the Vacant Property Review

15     Committee, and by requiring certain

16     provisions to be included with property

17     dispositions.

18               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Next week's

19     Council.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

21     resolution authorizing the Committee on

22     Legislative Oversight to hold hearings to

23     examine the effectiveness of the Vacant

24     Property Review Committee in furthering

25     the goals of City land disposition
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2     policy, such as by utilizing property

3     appraisals, formulating deed

4     restrictions, and enforcing such

5     restrictions.

6               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Today's

7     Final Passage.

8               The Chair recognizes Councilman

9     Johnson.

10               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

11     Council President.  I introduced a

12     hearing and also a bill on behalf of

13     Council President specifically looking at

14     our land disposition policies regarding

15     Vacant Property Review Committee.

16     Obviously recently in the past couple

17     weeks, I've been the subject of a variety

18     of different stories regarding land

19     disposition, and so we want to make sure

20     that this process is transparent but,

21     most importantly, looking at the broken,

22     flawed process of land disposition prior

23     to a piece of legislation being given to

24     a District Councilperson to introduce.

25               I also support a call for the
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2     independent audit by our City Controller,

3     rather citywide or specifically within

4     the Second Councilmanic District.  We

5     know that the work that we have been

6     doing to advocate for affordable housing,

7     workforce housing in the Second

8     Councilmanic District has all been done

9     in transparency as well as in decency.

10     So we welcome that audit but, most

11     importantly, making sure that the

12     constituents in which I represent

13     throughout the Second Councilmanic

14     District consistently have a voice in

15     this process and making sure that the

16     land disposition process is for all

17     people and not just a small few.

18               And so I just want to thank you

19     very much, Mr. President.  I just wanted

20     to offer my remarks for the record.

21               Thank you.

22               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

23     Councilman.

24               The Chair recognizes

25     Councilwoman Sanchez.
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2               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

3     you.  I have one non-privileged

4     resolution.

5               CHIEF CLERK:  A non-privileged

6     resolution authorizing the Philadelphia

7     Land Bank to dispose of 162 West

8     Cumberland Street, 164 West Cumberland

9     Street, and 166 West Cumberland Street

10     located in the Seventh Councilmanic

11     District.

12               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Placed on

13     next week's Council.

14               The Chair recognizes Councilman

15     Green.

16               COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

17     Mr. Chair.  I have one bill and two

18     privileged resolutions.

19               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

20     Councilman.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

22     authorizing the Philadelphia Gas Works by

23     Philadelphia Facilities Management

24     Corporation, Philadelphia Municipal

25     Authority, and the Commissioner of Public
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2     Property (on behalf of the City of

3     Philadelphia) to enter into certain

4     transactions and contracts regarding a

5     liquefied natural gas project on property

6     and facilities owned by the City of

7     Philadelphia and operated by the

8     Philadelphia Gas Works.

9               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Referred to

10     the appropriate committee.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

12     resolution recognizing the Philadelphia

13     Alumni Chapter on the occasion of the

14     107th annual Founders' Day of Kappa Alpha

15     Psi Fraternity, Incorporated.

16               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Today's

17     Calendar.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

19     resolution authorizing the Committee on

20     Transportation and Public Utilities to

21     conduct hearings regarding the

22     sustainability of the Philadelphia Gas

23     Works.

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Also on

25     today's Calendar.
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2               The Chair recognizes

3     Councilwoman Parker.

4               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

5     you, Mr. Chair.  I have no bills or

6     resolutions today.

7               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

8     Councilwoman.

9               The Chair recognizes Councilman

10     Domb.

11               COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Thank you,

12     Mr. Chairman.  I have no bills or

13     resolutions today.

14               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

15     Councilman.

16               The Chair recognizes

17     Councilwoman Gym.

18               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you,

19     Mr. Chairman.  I have one privileged

20     resolution.

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  A privileged

23     resolution declaring January 2019 as

24     Economic Mobility Action Month in the

25     City of Philadelphia.
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2               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Today's

3     Final Calendar.

4               The Chair recognizes Councilman

5     Taubenberger.

6               COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:  Good

7     morning, Chairman Henon.  I have no bills

8     or resolutions today.  Thank you.

9               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

10     Councilman.

11               The Chair recognizes Councilman

12     O'Neill.

13               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Thank you,

14     Mr. Chairman.  I have no bills or

15     resolutions.

16               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

17     recognizes Councilman Squilla.

18               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

19     Mr. Chairman.  I offer one bill and three

20     resolutions.

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

22     Councilman.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

24     amending Title 14 of The Philadelphia

25     Code, entitled "Zoning and Planning," to
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2     revise certain provisions of Chapter

3     14-500, entitled "Overlay Zoning

4     Districts," by amending the "/CDO,

5     Central Delaware Riverfront Overlay

6     District," to revise provisions relating

7     to river access streets.

8               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Referred to

9     the appropriate committee.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

11     non-privileged resolution authorizing the

12     Commissioner of Public Property to

13     execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

14     Redevelopment Authority, without

15     consideration, deeds conveying

16     conditional fee simple title to certain

17     City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

18     the buildings and improvements thereon,

19     situate in the First Ward of the City of

20     Philadelphia.

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Placed on

22     next week's Calendar.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

24     non-privileged resolution also naming

25     Market Street, between Front Street and
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2     Eighth Street, as "Avenue of Our

3     Founders".

4               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Next week's

5     Council Calendar.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  And a

7     non-privileged resolution also naming

8     Sixth Street, between Race Street and

9     Lombard Street, as "Avenue to Freedom".

10               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Placed on

11     next week's Council Calendar.

12               The Chair recognizes

13     Councilwoman Bass.

14               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

15     Mr. Chairman.  I offer one bill.

16               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

17     Councilwoman.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

19     establishing parking regulations on

20     Germantown Avenue, East Hortter Street to

21     Gorgas Lane, both sides.

22               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Referred to

23     the appropriate committee.

24               The Chair recognizes Councilman

25     Oh.
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2               COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

3     much, Chairman.  I offer three privileged

4     resolutions co-sponsored by

5     Councilmembers Green, Taubenberger,

6     Henon, and Domb.

7               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

8     Councilman.

9               CHIEF CLERK:  A privileged

10     resolution authorizing City Council's

11     Committee on Global Opportunities and the

12     Creative/Innovative Economy to hold

13     hearings on how hemp can spur economic

14     development in Philadelphia.

15               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Placed on

16     today's Final Passage.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

18     resolution recognizing and honoring

19     Harvey Holiday on the occasion of his

20     retirement after extraordinary service as

21     a Broadcaster of nearly 30 years with

22     WOGL and a half-century in the

23     broadcasting business to the people of

24     Philadelphia and beyond.

25               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Placed on



Stated Meeting
December 6, 2018

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 49

1           12/6/18 - STATED - REPORTS

2     today's Final Passage.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  And a privileged

4     resolution recognizing and congratulating

5     Laurin Talese for winning the illustrious

6     Sarah Vaughan International Jazz Vocal

7     Competition.

8               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Also will be

9     placed on today's Final Passage.

10               Are there any other bills or

11     resolutions, Mr. Decker?

12               CHIEF CLERK:  No.

13               COUNCILMAN HENON:  That being

14     none, we will move to the reports on

15     committees.  The next order of business

16     is reports of committees.

17               The Chair recognizes Councilman

18     Greenlee for a report from the Committee

19     on Rules.

20               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

21     you, Mr. Chairman.  The Committee on

22     Rules reports nine bills with a favorable

23     recommendation.

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

25     would you please read the report.
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2               CHIEF CLERK:  To the President

3     and members of the Council of the City of

4     Philadelphia, the Committee on Rules, to

5     which was referred Bill No. 180893,

6     entitled "An ordinance continuing the

7     Aramingo Avenue Shopping District beyond

8     its termination date, in an area that

9     generally includes the east and west

10     sides of Aramingo Avenue from 3300

11     Aramingo Avenue to 3995 Aramingo Avenue

12     and certain blocks and streets that

13     intersect that portion of Aramingo Avenue

14     and for which Impact Community

15     Development Corporation, a Pennsylvania

16     non-profit corporation, serves as the

17     Neighborhood Improvement District

18     Management Association; approving a final

19     plan for the District, including a list

20     of proposed improvements and their

21     estimated cost, and providing for

22     assessment fees to be levied on property

23     owners within the District"; and

24               Bill No. 180911, entitled "An

25     ordinance amending Title 14 of The
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2     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Zoning and

3     Planning,' by amending Section 14-502,

4     entitled '/CTR, Center City Overlay' by

5     modifying the boundaries of the Market

6     Street East Retail Area, providing

7     additional regulations, and making

8     related changes"; and

9               Bill No. 180948, entitled "An

10     ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

11     Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

12     designations of certain areas of land

13     located within an area bounded by

14     Flamingo Street, Lawn Street, Esdall

15     Street, Shaw Street, and Hillside

16     Avenue"; and

17               Bill No. 180954, entitled "An

18     ordinance amending Title 14 of The

19     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Zoning and

20     Planning,' to revise certain provisions

21     of Chapter 14-900, entitled 'Signs,' by

22     amending the Commercial Mixed-Used sign

23     allowance"; and

24               Bill No. 180966, entitled "An

25     ordinance to amend the Philadelphia
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2     Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

3     designations of certain areas of land

4     located within an area bounded by

5     Parkside Avenue, 42nd Street, Girard

6     Avenue, and Belmont Avenue"; and

7               Bill No. 180970, entitled "An

8     ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

9     Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

10     designations of certain areas of land

11     located within an area bounded by the

12     Delaware Expressway, Tolbut Street

13     (extended), Torresdale Avenue and

14     Pennypack Street (extended)"; and

15               Bill No. 180971, entitled "An

16     ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

17     Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

18     designations of certain areas of land

19     located within an area bounded by

20     Roosevelt Boulevard, Henry Avenue,

21     Railroad Right-of-Way, and Scotts Lane";

22     and

23               Bill No. 180979, entitled "An

24     ordinance amending Title 14 of The

25     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Zoning and



Stated Meeting
December 6, 2018

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 53

1           12/6/18 - STATED - REPORTS

2     Planning,' by amending Section 14-906,

3     entitled 'Market Street East Sign

4     Regulations'"; and

5               Bill No. 181005, entitled "An

6     ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

7     Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

8     designations of certain areas of land

9     located within an area bounded by

10     Roosevelt Boulevard, 3rd Street, Hunting

11     Park Avenue, 2nd Street, Sedgley Avenue,

12     Ontario Street, Hutchinson Street, 9th

13     Street, and Wingohocking Street,"

14     respectfully reports it has considered

15     the same and returns the attached bills

16     to Council with a favorable

17     recommendation.

18               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

19     recognizes Councilman Greenlee.

20               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

21     you, Mr. Chairman.  I move that the rules

22     of Council be suspended so as to permit

23     first reading this day of the nine bills

24     that were just read into the record by

25     Mr. Decker.
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2               (Duly seconded.)

3               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

4     moved and properly seconded that the

5     rules of Council be suspended as to

6     permit the first reading of this day the

7     nine bills that were just read into the

8     record.

9               All those in favor signify by

10     saying aye.

11               (Aye.)

12               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

13               (No response.)

14               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

15     have it.  This been placed on our First

16     Reading of today's Calendar.

17               The Chair now recognizes

18     Councilwoman Blackwell for a report on

19     the Committee of Finance.

20               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

21     you, Mr. Chairman.  The Committee on

22     Finance reports out five bills with a

23     favorable recommendation.

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

25     Councilwoman.
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2               Clerk, would you please read

3     the report.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

5     Finance, to which was referred Bill No.

6     171009, entitled "An ordinance amending

7     Section 19-1303 of The Philadelphia Code,

8     entitled 'Discounts and Additions to

9     Tax,' by tolling additions, interest and

10     penalties on real estate when the

11     assessed value of property is under

12     appeal and limiting tax payments due

13     based on certain assessments under

14     appeal"; and

15               Bill No. 180909, entitled "An

16     ordinance amending Chapter 19-2600 of The

17     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Business

18     Income and Receipts Taxes,' by extending

19     the period that Net Operating Losses can

20     be carried"; and

21               Bill No. 180935, entitled "An

22     ordinance amending Chapter 19-3200 of The

23     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Keystone

24     Opportunity Zone, Economic Development

25     District, and Strategic Development
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2     Area,' by requiring that applications for

3     zone designation include Opportunity

4     Plans that provide for apprenticeship and

5     other work opportunities for students

6     enrolled in School District Career and

7     Technical Education Programs"; and

8               Bill No. 180994, entitled "An

9     ordinance amending Title 3 of The

10     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Air

11     Management Code,' and Chapter 6-600 of

12     The Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Asbestos

13     Projects,' to revise fees"; and

14               Bill No. 181043, entitled "An

15     ordinance authorizing the extension of

16     the program authorized by Bill No. 150443

17     under which advance approval is given to

18     the Philadelphia Facilities Management

19     Corporation to enter into certain

20     contracts and transactions arising

21     thereunder for the purchase, storage,

22     distribution, transportation and/or

23     transmission of natural and other gas

24     supply on behalf of the Philadelphia Gas

25     Works," respectfully reports it has
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2     considered the same and returns the

3     attached bills to Council with a

4     favorable recommendation.

5               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

6     recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell.

7               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

8     you, Mr. Chairman.  I move that the rules

9     of Council be suspended so as to permit

10     first reading this day of Bill Nos.

11     171009, 180909, 180935, 180994, and

12     181043.

13               (Duly seconded.)

14               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

15     moved and properly seconded that the

16     rules of Council be suspended as to

17     permit the first reading of this day Bill

18     Nos. 171009, 180909, 180935, 180994, and

19     181043.

20               All those in favor signify by

21     saying aye.

22               (Aye.)

23               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

24               (No response.)

25               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes
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2     have it.  These bills will be placed on

3     our First Reading on today's Calendar.

4               The Chair now recognizes

5     Councilwoman Sanchez for a report on the

6     Committee of Appropriations.

7               Councilwoman.

8               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

9     you, Mr. President.  The Committee on

10     Appropriations reports four bills with a

11     favorable recommendation.

12               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you.

13               Mr. Decker, would you please

14     read the report.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

16     Appropriations, to which was referred

17     Bill No. 180999, entitled "An ordinance

18     amending Bill No. 180162 (approved June

19     21, 2018), entitled 'An ordinance to

20     adopt a Capital Program for the six

21     Fiscal Years 2019 through 2024

22     inclusive'"; and

23               Bill No. 181000, entitled "An

24     ordinance amending Bill No. 180163-A

25     (approved June 21, 2018), entitled 'An
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2     ordinance to adopt a Fiscal 2019 Capital

3     Budget'"; and

4               Bill No. 181001, entitled "An

5     ordinance authorizing transfers in

6     appropriations for Fiscal Year 2019 from

7     the General Fund, the Grants Revenue

8     Fund, and the Community Development Fund,

9     certain or all City offices, departments,

10     boards and commissions to the General

11     Fund, the Water Fund, the Aviation Fund,

12     the County Liquid Fuels Fund, and the

13     Community Development Fund, certain or

14     all City offices, departments, boards and

15     commissions"; and

16               Bill No. 181002, entitled "An

17     ordinance authorizing transfers in

18     appropriations for Fiscal Year 2018 from

19     the General Fund, the Grants Revenue

20     Fund, and the Aviation Fund, certain or

21     all City offices, departments, boards and

22     commissions to the General Fund and the

23     Aviation Fund, certain or all City

24     offices, departments, boards and

25     commissions," respectfully reports it has
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2     considered the same and returns the

3     attached bills to Council with a

4     favorable recommendation.

5               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

6     recognizes Councilwoman Sanchez.

7               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

8     you, Mr. Chair.  I move that the rules of

9     Council be suspended as to permit first

10     reading this day of Bill No. 180999,

11     181000, 181001, 181002.

12               (Duly seconded.)

13               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

14     moved and properly seconded that the

15     rules of Council be suspended as to

16     permit the first reading of this day Bill

17     Nos. 180999, 181000, 181001, and 181002.

18               All those in favor signify by

19     saying aye.

20               (Aye.)

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

22               (No response.)

23               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

24     have it.  These bills that have just been

25     read will be placed on our First Reading
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2     on today's Calendar.

3               The Chair now -- before I go

4     into, just a point of personal privilege.

5     If there are any devices or somebody has

6     a radio or walkie-talkies, could you

7     please put them on silent, as it's

8     disrupting some of our business that

9     we're trying to conduct here in City

10     Council.

11               The Chair now recognizes

12     Councilman Greenlee for a report on the

13     Committee of Public Property and Public

14     Works.

15               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

16     you, Mr. Chairman.  The Committee on

17     Public Property and Public Works reports

18     two bills with a favorable

19     recommendation.

20               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

21     would you please read the report.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

23     Public Property and Public Works, to

24     which was referred Bill No. 181044,

25     entitled "An ordinance authorizing the
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2     Commissioner of Public Property to convey

3     to the Philadelphia Authority for

4     Industrial Development all or a portion

5     of a parcel or parcels of land in and

6     about the area bounded by 46th Street,

7     Market Street, 48th Street and Haverford

8     Avenue, for further conveyance"; and

9               Bill No. 181045, entitled "An

10     ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

11     Public Property, on behalf of the City of

12     Philadelphia, to execute a release from a

13     restriction contained in an agreement

14     dated April 10, 1951, related to all or a

15     portion of a parcel or parcels of land in

16     and about the area bounded by Pennypack

17     Park, Ryan Avenue and Rowland Avenue,

18     conveyed by the City to the School

19     District of Philadelphia in 1951,"

20     respectfully reports it has considered

21     the same and returns the attached bills

22     to Council with a favorable

23     recommendation.

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

25     recognizes Councilman Greenlee.
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2               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

3     you, Mr. Chairman.  I move that the rules

4     of Council be suspended so as to permit

5     first reading this day of Bill Nos.

6     181044 and 181045.

7               (Duly seconded.)

8               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

9     moved and properly seconded that the

10     rules of Council be suspended as to

11     permit the first reading today of Bill

12     Nos. 181044 and 181045.

13               All those in favor signify by

14     saying aye.

15               (Aye.)

16               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

17               (No response.)

18               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

19     have it.  These bills that have just been

20     read will be placed on our First Reading

21     for today's Calendar.

22               The Chair now recognizes

23     Councilman Squilla for a report of the

24     Committee of Streets and Services.

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,
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2     Mr. Chairman.  The Committee on Streets

3     and Services reports seven bills with a

4     favorable recommendation.

5               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

6     Councilman.

7               Mr. Decker, would you please

8     read the report.

9               CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

10     Streets and Services, to which was

11     referred Bill No. 170517, entitled "An

12     ordinance amending Section 9-605 of The

13     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Towing,' by

14     increasing the amount of the fine that a

15     towing company must pay for improper

16     clean-up of an accident scene"; and

17               Bill No. 180742, entitled "An

18     ordinance establishing no truck parking

19     and tow-away regulations on Commerce Way

20     from McNulty Road to its terminus further

21     northeastwardly therefrom"; and

22               Bill No. 180865, entitled "An

23     ordinance establishing a one-way

24     regulation on Aspen Street, from North

25     Markoe Street to North 46th Street,
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2     eastbound"; and

3               Bill No. 180910, entitled "An

4     ordinance establishing no truck parking

5     and tow-away regulations on both sides of

6     Darnell Road from Decatur Road to Dutton

7     Road"; and

8               Bill No. 180941, entitled "An

9     ordinance establishing parking

10     regulations in the vicinity of:  45th

11     Street and Spruce Street; Cedar Avenue

12     and 47th Street; 34th Street and

13     Brandywine Street; Farragut Street and

14     Walnut Street"; and

15               Bill No. 180942, entitled "An

16     ordinance establishing parking

17     regulations in the vicinity of:

18     Larchwood Avenue and South 47th Street;

19     Larchwood Avenue and South 59th Street;

20     North 33rd Street and Spring Garden

21     Street; Delancey Street and South 51st

22     Street; Sansom Street and South 51st

23     Street; South 61st Street and Chestnut

24     Street"; and

25               Bill No. 180995, entitled "An
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2     ordinance establishing parking

3     regulations in the vicinity of:

4     Brandywine Street and North 33rd Street;

5     Larchwood Street and South 45th Street;

6     South 44th Street and Spruce Street;

7     Cedar Avenue and South 54th Street; Sloan

8     Street and Baring Street; Belmont Avenue

9     to Girard Avenue; Hamilton Street to

10     North 38th Street," respectfully reports

11     it has considered the same and returns

12     the attached bills to Council with a

13     favorable recommendation.

14               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

15     recognizes Councilman Squilla.

16               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

17     Mr. Chairman.  I move that the rules of

18     Council be suspended as to permit the

19     first reading this day of the seven bills

20     that were just read into the record.

21               (Duly seconded.)

22               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

23     moved and properly seconded that the

24     rules of Council be suspended as to

25     permit the first reading of this day the
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2     seven bills that were just read into the

3     record by our Chief Clerk.

4               All those in favor signify by

5     saying aye.

6               (Aye.)

7               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

8               (No response.)

9               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

10     have it.  Those seven bills that have

11     just been read into the record will be

12     placed on our First Reading for today's

13     Calendar.

14               The Chair now recognizes

15     Councilwoman Sanchez for a report from

16     the Committee of License and Inspections.

17               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

18     you, Mr. Chair.  The Committee on

19     Licenses and Inspection reports six bills

20     with a favorable recommendation.

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

22     would you please read the report.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

24     Licenses and Inspections, to which was

25     referred Bill No. 171112, entitled "An



Stated Meeting
December 6, 2018

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 68

1           12/6/18 - STATED - REPORTS

2     ordinance amending portions of Title 4,

3     Sub Code 'F' of The Philadelphia Code to

4     establish inspection and certification

5     requirements for all smoke control

6     systems and smoke and fire dampers in

7     limited occupancies and amending the

8     periodic testing requirements of fire

9     protection systems"; and

10               Bill No. 180700, entitled "An

11     ordinance amending Subcode 'A' (The

12     Philadelphia Administrative Code) of

13     Title 4 of The Philadelphia Building

14     Construction and Occupancy Code of The

15     Philadelphia Code, by amending Section

16     A-703, entitled 'Special Certificate of

17     Inspection,' to provide for lead paint

18     requirements for educational

19     occupancies"; and

20               Bill No. 180745, entitled "An

21     ordinance amending Title 4 of The

22     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'The

23     Philadelphia Building Construction and

24     Occupancy Code,' by amending Subcode 'B'

25     (The Philadelphia Building Code), and
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2     Subcode 'F' (The Philadelphia Fire Code),

3     to add sections requiring fire sprinklers

4     in portions of certain buildings"; and

5               Bill No. 180746, entitled "An

6     ordinance amending Title 4 of The

7     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'The

8     Philadelphia Building Construction and

9     Occupancy Code,' by amending Subcode 'PM'

10     (The Philadelphia Property Maintenance

11     Code), to amend provisions relating to

12     periodic inspections of piers and other

13     waterfront structures"; and

14               Bill No. 180953, entitled "An

15     ordinance amending Title 4 of The

16     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'The

17     Philadelphia Building Construction and

18     Occupancy Code,' Subcode R, entitled 'The

19     Philadelphia Residential Code' by adding

20     amendments to the 2015 edition of the

21     'International Residential Code' as

22     adopted by the Commonwealth of

23     Pennsylvania, Subcode EC, entitled the

24     Philadelphia Energy Conservation Code by

25     adding amendments as adopted by the
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2     Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and Subcode

3     P, entitled 'The Philadelphia Plumbing

4     Code,' to allow for technical amendments

5     to be made by regulation"; and

6               Bill No. 180992, entitled "An

7     ordinance amending Chapter 9-3900 of The

8     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Property

9     Licenses and Owner Accountability,' by

10     providing for exemptions," respectfully

11     reports it has considered the same and

12     returns the attached bills to Council

13     with a favorable recommendation.

14               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

15     recognizes Councilwoman Sanchez.

16               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

17     you, Mr. Chair.  I move that the rules of

18     Council be suspended as to permit first

19     reading this day of all the six bills

20     that were just read into the record by

21     our Clerk.

22               (Duly seconded.)

23               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

24     moved and properly seconded that the

25     rules of Council be suspended as to
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2     permit the reading of this day Bill Nos.

3     171112, 180700, 180745, 180746, 180953,

4     and 180992.

5               All those in favor will signify

6     by saying aye.

7               (Aye.)

8               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

9               (No response.)

10               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

11     bills have it.  These bills will be

12     placed on our First Reading for today's

13     Calendar.

14               The Chair now recognizes

15     Councilwoman Parker for a report from the

16     Committee of Labor and Civil Service.

17               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

18     you, Mr. Chairman.  The Committee on

19     Labor and Civil Service reports one bill

20     with a favorable recommendation.

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

22     Councilwoman.

23               Mr. Decker, would you please

24     read the report.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on
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2     Labor and Civil Service, to which was

3     referred Bill No. 180991, entitled "An

4     ordinance amending Title 22 of The

5     Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Public

6     Employees Retirement Code,' to modify the

7     terms of Plan 16, to change certain

8     contribution rates, and to make technical

9     amendments; all under certain terms and

10     conditions," respectfully reports it has

11     considered the same and returns the

12     attached bill to Council with a favorable

13     recommendation.

14               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

15     recognizes Councilwoman Parker.

16               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

17     you, Mr. Chairman.  I move that the rules

18     of Council be suspended so as to permit

19     first reading this day of Bill No.

20     180991.

21               (Duly seconded.)

22               (Audience members chanting.)

23               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

24     Councilwoman.  It has been moved and

25     properly seconded that the rules of
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2     Council be suspended as to permit the

3     first reading of this day Bill No.

4     180991.

5               All those in favor will signify

6     by saying aye.

7               (Aye.)

8               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

9               (No response.)

10               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

11     have it.  This bill will be placed on our

12     First Reading for today's Calendar.

13               The Chair now recognizes

14     Councilman Johnson for a report on the

15     Committee on Transportation and Public

16     Utilities.

17               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

18     Mr. Chair.  The Committee on

19     Transportation and Public Utilities

20     reports two bills with a favorable

21     recommendation.

22               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

23     Councilman.

24               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  You're

25     welcome.
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2               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

3     would you please read the report.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

5     Transportation and Public Utilities, to

6     which was referred Bill No. 180972,

7     entitled "An ordinance authorizing the

8     Water Commissioner, the Revenue

9     Commissioner, and the Procurement

10     Commissioner to enter into an

11     Intergovernmental Agreement with the

12     Philadelphia Municipal Authority,

13     pursuant to which the City will assume

14     certain obligations under a contract the

15     Authority will enter into with Sensus USA

16     Incorporated to provide, install,

17     maintain and operate facilities and

18     equipment for the automated collection

19     and delivery of water usage data to the

20     Revenue Department or other designated

21     City department"; and

22               Bill No. 181007, entitled "An

23     ordinance amending Bill No. 100163-AA,

24     entitled 'An ordinance authorizing the

25     City of Philadelphia to organize an
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2     authority to be known as The Philadelphia

3     Energy Authority, pursuant to the terms

4     of the 'Municipalities Authorities Act'

5     of 2001,' to expand the responsibilities

6     and powers of the Authority and

7     authorizing an amendment to its Articles

8     of Incorporation," respectfully reports

9     it has considered the same and returns

10     the attached bills to Council with a

11     favorable recommendation.

12               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

13     recognizes Councilman Johnson.

14               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

15     Mr. Chair.  I move that the rules of

16     Council be suspended so as to permit

17     first reading this day of Bills No.

18     180972 and 181007.

19               (Duly seconded.)

20               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

21     moved and properly seconded that the

22     rules of Council be suspended as to

23     permit the first reading of this day Bill

24     Nos. 180972 and 181007.

25               All those in favor will signify
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2     by saying aye.

3               (Aye.)

4               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

5               (No response.)

6               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

7     have it.  These bills that have just been

8     read will be placed on our First Reading

9     Calendar for today.

10               The Chair now recognizes

11     Councilwoman Bass for a report from the

12     Committee of Public Health and Human

13     Services.

14               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

15     Mr. Chairman.  The Committee on Public

16     Health and Human Services reports one

17     bill with a favorable recommendation.

18               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

19     Councilwoman.

20               Mr. Decker, would you please

21     read the report.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

23     Public Health and Human Services, to

24     which was referred Bill No. 180888,

25     entitled "An ordinance amending Title 6
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2     of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

3     'Health Code,' by adding a new Chapter

4     6-1200, entitled 'Pharmaceutical Sales

5     and Marketing Practices,' to provide for

6     registration of pharmaceutical

7     manufacturer agents and certain other

8     requirements; and to prohibit gifts by

9     pharmaceutical manufacturers and their

10     agents to health care practitioners,"

11     respectfully reports it has considered

12     and amended the same and returns the

13     attached bill to Council with a favorable

14     recommendation.

15               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

16     Mr. Decker.

17               Councilwoman Bass, before you

18     make the motion, would you like to make a

19     comment?

20               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Well, I

21     would actually.  Thank you very much,

22     Mr. Chairman.

23               You know, earlier today, this

24     morning, I know that my colleagues

25     received some correspondence from the
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2     pharmaceutical lobbyists -- or actually,

3     no.  It was from the tourism agencies

4     that represent the City of Philadelphia,

5     and basically saying that in doing this

6     particular piece of legislation, that we

7     would somehow have a negative effect on

8     pharmaceutical sales and on these sorts

9     of conventions here in the City of

10     Philadelphia which make up a large

11     majority of the tourism here in

12     Philadelphia, and I just really took

13     issue with that.  This is something

14     that's been happening for so long and we

15     have heard almost nothing from the

16     pharmaceutical industry, from the tourism

17     folks about how we were going to deal

18     with this issue.  We've heard almost

19     nothing.

20               We call ourselves a city of eds

21     and meds and we have this huge disconnect

22     where we have one of the lowest college

23     attainment rates in the country here in

24     Philadelphia and we have a huge

25     disconnect with all of the folks who are
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2     sick and poor here in the City of

3     Philadelphia and gaining access to the

4     critical healthcare that they need.

5               So I just really wanted to put

6     out there that to send this letter around

7     this morning I felt was not the right

8     thing to do.  I understand that this is

9     their business and this is what they're

10     interested in, but if we're interested

11     most importantly in the lives of

12     Philadelphians, then this is something

13     that we have to do, and I would hope that

14     we would have more support from those

15     institutions and from the pharmaceutical

16     industry, who has been largely silent

17     here in the City of Philadelphia on this

18     issue.

19               So thank you, Mr. Chairman.

20               And that being said, I move

21     that the rules of Council be suspended so

22     as to permit first reading this day of

23     Bill No. 180888.

24               (Duly seconded.)

25               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been
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2     moved and properly seconded that the

3     rules of Council be suspended so as to

4     permit the first reading of this day Bill

5     No. 180888.

6               All those in favor signify by

7     saying aye.

8               (Aye.)

9               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

10               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  No.

11               COUNCILMAN HENON:  This bill --

12     is there somebody --

13               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  No.

14               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Let the

15     record reflect Councilwoman Blondell

16     Reynolds Brown is being recorded as a

17     nay.  And this will be placed, with the

18     majority of Council that voted in the

19     affirmative, to be placed on today's

20     Calendar for today.

21               The Chair recognizes now

22     Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds Brown for

23     a report on the Committee on the

24     Environment.

25               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Chairman, I
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2     would also like to be recorded as voting

3     no.

4               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Point of

5     information, Mr. Chairman.

6               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

7     recognizes Councilman Greenlee.

8               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Just for

9     the record, all this motion did, it was

10     moving on the second reading.  If anybody

11     wants to vote no next week, they

12     certainly have the right to do that.

13     It's kind of unusual you don't at least

14     allow the bill to be moved to the second

15     reading, but I guess anybody could do

16     what they want.  But just for the record,

17     that's not a negative vote on the bill.

18     It just was a vote on moving it to the

19     second reading.

20               Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

22     Councilman.

23               I am going to defer to

24     Mr. Decker, our parliamentarian, who will

25     rule on a change in the vote after a
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2     motion has been voted on.  One second.

3               (Pause.)

4               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Let the

5     record reflect that both Councilwoman

6     Blondell Reynolds Brown and Councilwoman

7     Gym be recorded as a nay vote for the

8     first reading of this bill in today's

9     Council session.  The majority of Council

10     has voted in the affirmative to be placed

11     on today's Calendar.

12               The Chair recognizes Councilman

13     O'Neill.

14               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  I'd like

15     to have my vote added to theirs.  Thank

16     you.

17               COUNCILMAN JONES:

18     Mr. Chairman?

19               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Councilman

20     Jones.

21               COUNCILMAN JONES:

22     Procedurally, as Councilman Greenlee

23     said, this is a procedural vote as

24     opposed to an up or down vote on the

25     particular ordinance.  Could you read the
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2     title for the record again, please.

3               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

4     would you please read the title of Bill

5     No. 180888 as being reported out of

6     committee.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

8     Public Health and Human Services, to

9     which was referred Bill No. 180888,

10     entitled "An ordinance amending Title 6

11     of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

12     'Health Code,' by adding a new Chapter

13     6-1200, entitled 'Pharmaceutical Sales

14     and Marketing Practices,' to provide for

15     registration of pharmaceutical

16     manufacturing agents and certain other

17     requirements; and to prohibit gifts by

18     pharmaceutical manufacturers and their

19     agents to health care practitioners,"

20     respectfully reports it has considered

21     and amended the same and returns the

22     attached bill to Council with a favorable

23     recommendation.

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  That is a

25     favorable recommendation was motioned and
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2     the vote is whether that bill being read

3     out of committee with a favorable

4     recommendation gets placed on next week's

5     Calendar session.

6               The Chair recognizes

7     Councilwoman Bass.

8               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

9     Mr. Chairman.  I just really want to make

10     sure that people understand what this

11     bill does.  And what it essentially is

12     saying is that pharmaceutical sales reps

13     who are not -- we have no idea how many

14     pharmaceutical sales reps there are in

15     the City of Philadelphia operating, and

16     one of the practices that we've been made

17     aware of is that there is a practice of

18     giving away free samples of opioids, of

19     pain medication that have been permeating

20     throughout our communities for quite some

21     time now, and this is something that's a

22     problem.  We can't get in front of this

23     problem unless we know exactly how many

24     people are out there essentially sending

25     themselves out as lobbyists.  What we're
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2     asking them to do is to register

3     themselves as lobbyists and also to end

4     the practice of giving away free gifts so

5     that a doctor will use your product, a

6     doctor will prescribe your product, a

7     doctor will give away all of your free

8     samples.

9               And so we have no idea how many

10     folks are actually out here doing this

11     practice, but we need to have some sense

12     of it if we are going to get in front of

13     it.  If we're really serious about doing

14     something about drugs in the City of

15     Philadelphia, then this is a first step,

16     and this is not a hard step, in my

17     opinion.  This is something that's

18     overdo, that we need to do right now, and

19     it shouldn't wait.  It shouldn't wait.

20               (Applause.)

21               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.

22               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

23     Councilwoman.

24               The Chair recognizes Councilman

25     Greenlee.
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2               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

3     you, Mr. Chairman.  I don't want to

4     elongate this.  Councilwoman Bass

5     certainly explained the bill correctly.

6     I guess it's just ironic, I never

7     remember anybody voting not to let the

8     bill move to the second reading before,

9     and it's unusual that somebody who has

10     the support of a whole lot of people in

11     here today is voting not to even let

12     people consider it for next week, where

13     we will in that week -- and Councilwoman

14     Bass and I have been very open to say

15     come talk to us.  So maybe the bill won't

16     move next week.  Maybe it will have a

17     vote.  But to just vote to say don't move

18     it, I've been here a long time, I've

19     never seen that.  So somebody has got to

20     explain that to me.

21               Thank you, Mr. President.

22               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

23     Councilman.

24               The Chair recognizes

25     Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds Brown.
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2               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Majority

3     Leader, this is not an either/or

4     equation, as Councilwoman Sanchez likes

5     to say very often.  All of what

6     Councilwoman Bass has stated is 2,000

7     percent true.  All of what Councilman

8     Greenlee has stated is 2,000 percent

9     true.  I have a number of not

10     questions -- well, questions and concerns

11     regarding the bill.

12               I have no problem at all with

13     it moving to next week.  However, I need

14     to register today that I have questions

15     and concerns, a number of questions and

16     concerns, because at the end of the day,

17     this bill, as I understand it, has not

18     been prescribed, described, constructed

19     as an opioid bill.

20               With that, I vote no, and I'm

21     prepared to speak in greater detail next

22     week when we move this bill to second

23     reading and final passage.

24               Thank you, Majority Leader.

25               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,
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2     Councilwoman.

3               That being said, there was a

4     motion on the floor -- the Chair

5     recognizes Councilman O'Neill.

6               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Thank you,

7     Mr. Chairman.

8               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Then I'm

9     going to move on to the majority of the

10     vote that's on the floor for the bill to

11     be referred to --

12               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  I agree

13     with Councilman Greenlee.  I don't

14     remember it either.  But if we're

15     entertaining it, this is a bill that I

16     believe should be slowed down, and that's

17     all it does.  It slows the bill down.  It

18     would sit on the Calendar through

19     January.

20               It's an Administration bill.

21     It's not a Council bill.  And this is

22     using a shotgun approach to

23     pharmaceutical reps when we should have a

24     rifle dealing with opioid reps, and

25     somehow we have to figure out how to
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2     narrow this, because we've got a lot of

3     pharmaceutical companies in the City.

4     They're doing cancer research and other

5     things that this is really objectionable

6     to, and I just think it needs more time.

7     So if this is the way we find more time,

8     so be it.  I think it's a good vote on a

9     motion.

10               Thank you.

11               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

12     recognizes Councilman Jones.

13               COUNCILMAN JONES:  I have two

14     good friends here, opposite sides of the

15     issue, which is a good public policy

16     discussion.  I do think -- I don't want

17     to slow it down.  Let's make a decision,

18     because last year, if I recall the

19     number, 1,300 people OD'd on opioids.

20               (Applause.)

21               COUNCILMAN JONES:  I mean, you

22     know, I'm not going to go to a teddy bear

23     memorial or a funeral and explain why we

24     had to slow it down.  We need to slow the

25     flow and proliferation of these drugs
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2     into our community.  And so up or down,

3     let's vote it out, but we ain't slowing

4     it down.

5               Thank you.

6               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you

7     for your patience.  Bill No. 180888 has

8     been moved out of committee, seconded,

9     and majority of Council has voted

10     affirmatively to be reported to be read

11     in our next Council session.  Let the

12     record reflect that Councilwoman Blondell

13     Reynolds Brown, Councilwoman Gym, and

14     Councilman O'Neill have voted in the

15     negative as nays.

16               The next order of business, the

17     Chair recognizes Councilwoman Blondell

18     Reynolds Brown for a report on the

19     committee which I think has been

20     submitted to our Chief Clerk, Mr. Decker.

21               Clerk, would you please read

22     the report.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

24     the Environment, to which was referred

25     Bill No. 170712, entitled "An ordinance
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2     amending Title 21 of The Philadelphia

3     Code, entitled 'Miscellaneous,' by adding

4     a new Chapter 21-3000, entitled

5     'Environmental Justice Reporting,' to

6     establish standards for studying and

7     reporting on environmental justice,"

8     respectfully reports it has considered

9     and amended the same and returns the

10     attached bill to Council with a favorable

11     recommendation.

12               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

13     recognizes Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds

14     Brown.

15               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you.

16     Thank you.  I move that the rules of

17     Council be suspended so as to permit

18     first reading this day of Bill No.

19     170712.

20               (Duly seconded.)

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

22     moved and properly seconded that the

23     rules of Council be suspended as to

24     permit the first reading of this day Bill

25     No. 170712.
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2               All those in favor will signify

3     by saying aye.

4               (Aye.)

5               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

6               (No response.)

7               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

8     have it.  This bill will be placed on our

9     First Reading for today's Calendar.

10               The next order of business is

11     the consideration of the Calendar, and I

12     note that the bills just reported from

13     the committees with suspension of the

14     rules have been deemed to have had a

15     first reading on today's Calendar.  These

16     bills will be placed on the Second

17     Reading and Final Passage Calendars for

18     next session of Council.

19               Mr. Decker, are there any other

20     bills on the First Reading Calendars --

21     Mr. Decker, since there are no additional

22     bills, the Chair recognizes Councilman

23     Greenlee for the purpose of calling up

24     the Council resolutions and bills for the

25     Second Reading and Final Passage for
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2     today's Calendars.

3               The Chair recognizes Councilman

4     Greenlee.

5               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

6     you, Mr. Chairman.  The following

7     resolutions and bills are being called up

8     from the Second Reading and Final Passage

9     Calendars today:  Nos. 181049, 181050,

10     181051, 181053, 180672, 180674, 180919,

11     180741-A, 180978-A, 170854-A, 180649-A,

12     180602, 180906, 180951, 180939, 180940,

13     180846, 180704, and 180975.  All other

14     resolutions and bills are being held.

15               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

16     Councilman.

17               Before we consider these

18     resolutions and bills, we will consider

19     public comment as follows:  Your public

20     comment must be on the concern of the

21     matter of Second Reading and Final

22     Passage for today's Calendar in this

23     calendar session.

24               All speakers must sign up in

25     order to testify.  If you have not,
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2     please do so by giving your name to the

3     Sergeant-of-Arms at the table to my left.

4     And you will be called in the order in

5     which your name appears on the sign-up

6     sheet.  You will have three minutes to

7     speak.

8               In order to be fair for those

9     wishing to speak -- and we do have a full

10     house here today, so your consideration

11     and courtesy is greatly appreciated.  We

12     will hold faithfully to the three-minute

13     limit.

14               When you begin speaking, you

15     will see a green light at the podium.

16     There will be 30 seconds remaining on

17     your time, the light will then turn

18     yellow, which is a reminder to please

19     conclude your remarks.  Once the three

20     minutes have passed, the light will turn

21     red and the Sergeant-of-Arms will need to

22     move forward with our next speaker.

23               We also reserve the right, for

24     the record, for redundancy.

25               I will ask the Chief Clerk,
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2     Mr. Decker, to please read the name of

3     our first speaker.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Reuben Jones.

5               (Mr. Bussie talking without

6     microphone.)

7               CHIEF CLERK:  Shani Akilah,

8     commenting on 180649-A.

9               (Witness approached podium.)

10               MS. AKILAH:  My name is Shani

11     Akilah.  I'm with the Black and Brown

12     Workers Cooperative and I stand here --

13               (Applause.)

14               MS. AKILAH:  I stand in

15     solidarity with?

16               MS. LUNSBERG:  Kylan Lunsberg

17     with the Democratic Socialists of

18     Philadelphia.

19               (Applause.)

20               MS. AKILAH:  So I would be

21     remiss if I didn't start with saying I am

22     not here on behalf of any of the

23     political actors who hold office who have

24     been attached to this bill.  I am here on

25     behalf of the workers and, more
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2     specifically, on behalf of black and

3     brown workers who labor in white

4     supremacist workspaces across this city.

5               The current conditions under

6     which workers labor within are completely

7     at the behest currently of management,

8     with no measures of accountability.  This

9     is mostly a managerial class staffed by

10     white privileged folks who mostly have

11     power over front-line black and brown

12     workers, particularly those who identify

13     as LGBTQIA.

14               (Applause.)

15               MS. AKILAH:  Recently the Black

16     and Brown Workers Cooperative received a

17     phone call from a queer black man who

18     worked for Starbucks right here in

19     Philadelphia, the same Starbucks who sold

20     out black bodies simply for buying

21     coffee, simply for sitting in a seat

22     waiting company to arrive.  That same

23     Starbucks hired a queer black man with a

24     disability, who was very clear at the

25     point of hire that he has a disability.



Stated Meeting
December 6, 2018

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 97

1        12/6/18 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

2               Over the course of his short

3     tenure at Starbucks, he was forced to

4     call out because of health complications

5     due to the same disability that he let

6     his managers know about up front.  They

7     not only retaliated by targeting him and

8     firing him -- shame, shame -- but they

9     are also trying to make it impossible for

10     him to get jobs at any other Starbucks.

11               And so we know, we know that

12     the current system does not work.  Black

13     and brown workers already work in hostile

14     working environments due to racism,

15     particularly black women.  The Black and

16     Brown Workers Cooperative has received

17     many stories from black women of all

18     sexual identities, all abilities, all

19     class stratifications who experience

20     retaliation by their employers for simply

21     trying to live their life, simply trying

22     to take care of their children.

23               The current status quo, the

24     ways in which employers are able to cut

25     hours, are able to force workers to work
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2     double shifts even though they have a

3     family, even though they are living below

4     the poverty line, all of these things are

5     rooted, are rooted in a white supremacist

6     system.

7               (Applause.)

8               MS. AKILAH:  Lack of agency for

9     front-line workers -- no matter what you

10     all decide, there will be a movement of

11     the people.

12               (Applause.)

13               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you.

14               Mr. Decker, would you please

15     read our next speaker.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Reverend William

17     Moore, commenting on 180649-A.

18               (Witness approached podium.)

19               REVEREND MOORE:  Good morning.

20     My name is Reverend William B. Moore.  I

21     am pastor of the Tenth Memorial Baptist

22     Church and a former President of Black

23     Clergy of Philadelphia and Vicinity.  I

24     and the organization, Black Clergy of

25     Philadelphia and Vicinity that I was
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2     privileged to serve as one of the former

3     Vice Presidents, unequivocally support

4     the fair workweek bill.

5               (Applause.)

6               REVEREND MOORE:  As a pastor in

7     this city for almost 45 years, I have

8     sought and is mandated by my calling.

9     One of the fundamental principles of my

10     calling is to speak for the voiceless,

11     the marginalized, the underrepresented,

12     and the often left out and left behind.

13     This is what brings me here before this

14     body today.

15               It does not give me comfort nor

16     peace to know that Philadelphia is

17     numbered at the top of the list for the

18     poorest city in America, particularly

19     when more than 130,000 workers in

20     Philadelphia who work in retail, fast

21     food or hospitality receive less than

22     adequate notice of changes in their work

23     schedule.

24               Black Clergy of Philadelphia

25     and Vicinity members believe as I do,
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2     that workers deserve to know when and how

3     long they will work.  Every worker

4     deserves the respect of being provided a

5     stable work schedule, a schedule that

6     helps them to arrange for medical care,

7     to help them to arrange for childcare,

8     parent-teachers conferences, and many of

9     them who balance a necessary second job

10     in order to keep food on their table.

11               Sensitivity to the needs of the

12     worker is crucial to a stable workplace,

13     while at the same time helping to break

14     the cycle of poverty in this city.

15               A front-page article in today's

16     Philadelphia Inquirer confirms that

17     poverty is not being reduced, but it is

18     rising in Philadelphia.  And whenever

19     there is an unstable workplace, it also

20     encourages people not to go to work.

21               Distinguished members of this

22     body, I urge you to vote yes on these

23     proposed found workweek bills.

24               Thank you in advance --

25               (Applause.)
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2               REVEREND MOORE:  Thank you for

3     voting yes in advance for many of the

4     workers that you represent.  This is a

5     way to show them that they really do

6     matter.

7               Thank you.

8               (Applause.)

9               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you.

10               Clerk, would you please call

11     our next speaker.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Minister Rodney

13     Muhammad, commenting on 180649-A.

14               (Witness approached podium.)

15               MINISTER MUHAMMAD:  Good

16     morning, Mr. Chair and members of City

17     Council.  I'm Minister Rodney Muhammad,

18     currently newly reelected President of

19     the Philadelphia branch of the NAACP,

20     minister of Mosque No. 12.  I'm here with

21     a statement for a fair workweek.

22               It's customary that when people

23     serve in government, they're sworn in

24     with their hand on the Bible.  I don't

25     have a problem with that.  The only
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2     problem I would have, if we don't use the

3     same hand to open that Bible so we can

4     learn how to govern over God's people.

5               The Bible opens with a God who

6     promises that he's on 24-hour call, yet

7     he gives us a model and genesis of a

8     workweek because he was the first worker.

9     He established family long before

10     government so government can measure how

11     well it's doing by legislation, policy,

12     and industries on how they impact

13     families.  The family was first; the

14     government came next.

15               When a person has to quit

16     school because they fail to know when

17     they're going to be scheduled to work,

18     that stifles any chance for upward

19     mobility, which puts a knock against

20     economic growth.  To engage a childcare

21     taker with money and hours waiting to get

22     called for a schedule that never

23     materializes, this is unacceptable in

24     line with a predictable workweek.  To

25     prepare for a work schedule that abruptly
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2     changes without notice and you're

3     expected to adjust at a moment's notice,

4     that has to be unacceptable.

5               It is not employment but rather

6     the destabilizing of those who are

7     employed and the destruction of job

8     security that guarantees the poverty

9     levels in this city where one out of four

10     of us is considered poor, people living

11     on the margins.

12               Philadelphians, we have no

13     question, have ability, but when you

14     can't predict when you're going to work,

15     we're taking away dependability and

16     reliability.

17               Families are challenged already

18     with limited resources, the greatest of

19     which is time.  Predictability helps a

20     person to budget time.  When 130,000

21     workers cannot predict how they're going

22     to be scheduled to work, it amounts to a

23     great economic injustice even to

24     ourselves.

25               The cry in the City is for
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2     economic justice.  The cry in the City is

3     for a fair workweek.

4               The book of Proverbs brought me

5     here this morning because it says those

6     who close their ears to the cries of the

7     poor shall be ignored in their own time

8     of need.

9               Let's vote yes on the fair

10     workweek bill.  God bless you.

11               (Applause.)

12               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Carter,

13     would you please read our next speaker.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Rosslyn

15     Wuchinich.

16               (Witness approached podium.)

17               MS. WUCHINICH:  Good morning,

18     Councilmembers.  My name is Rosslyn

19     Wuchinich.  I'm the President of Unite

20     Here Local 274, the hospitality workers

21     union.

22               (Applause.)

23               MS. WUCHINICH:  I'm here today

24     on thousands of unionized hotel and food

25     service workers and the 50,000
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2     hospitality workers in the City, many of

3     whom are still non-union, the majority of

4     whom are still non-union.  We are here

5     today to support the fair workweek bill

6     and the $15 City minimum wage bill.

7               (Applause.)

8               MS. WUCHINICH:  To take a step

9     back in labor history and labor

10     principles, in 1912 women and children

11     who were working for half the wages of

12     men in the largest textile factory in

13     this country struck for both a shorter

14     workweek and fair pay.  That brutal but

15     ultimately victorious strike is referred

16     to as the Bread and Roses Strike.

17               Today in 2018 the hospitality

18     industry is majority women and majority

19     black and immigrant here in Philadelphia.

20     We think it is not a coincidence that the

21     low wages, long hours, and unsafe

22     conditions that we endure in this

23     industry are experienced by our members

24     and folks in our industries.  In

25     addition, our employers expect us often
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2     to -- our employers often expect us to

3     bend to their needs, but not to recognize

4     our own.

5               So we are supporting these two

6     bills, which we believe seeks to end that

7     unequal treatment.  The fair workweek

8     bill will change the lives of thousands

9     of hotel workers and food service workers

10     in the City, not least those working for

11     the largest hotel company in the world,

12     in this country, and here in

13     Philadelphia, the Marriott Hotel

14     Corporation.

15               (Applause.)

16               MS. WUCHINICH:  It will provide

17     access to full-time hours and the ability

18     to plan our lives and take care of our

19     children and ourselves.

20               The $15 bill is going to

21     provide workers at Philadelphia's

22     International Airport, both those that

23     provide food in the terminals and those

24     providing food on the flights leaving our

25     airport, both union and non-union, some
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2     of the most vulnerable workers, to a $15

3     wage, which if you're working full time

4     is just over $30,000 a year.

5               So these bills provide both

6     bread in terms of wages and hours and

7     roses in needing time with our families,

8     time off, and respect for our lives as

9     human beings.

10               (Applause.)

11               MS. WUCHINICH:  I want to note

12     that this has been a deliberative and

13     participatory process with labor,

14     business, and government that has

15     addressed some of the major concerns of

16     the hospitality industry, while also

17     addressing the major concerns of

18     hospitality workers.  And, importantly,

19     this bill preserves the right of

20     unionized workers to decide with

21     employers through the collective

22     bargaining process what parts of the law

23     should or shouldn't apply.  It does not

24     legislate a contract nor does it leave

25     any unionized worker behind.
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2               We thank you for your support

3     today to bring hospitality workers out of

4     poverty and into the middle class.

5               Thank you.

6               (Applause.)

7               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you.

8               Mr. Decker, would you please

9     call up our next speaker, please.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Annie Ellison,

11     commenting on 180649-A.

12               (Witness approached podium.)

13               MS. ELLISON:  My name is Annie

14     Ellison.  I've been a housekeeper at the

15     Marriott for 18 years.  When I first got

16     to the Marriott, it was clear that it was

17     hard work.  I never done housekeeping

18     work before.  Every part of my body hurt.

19     Many nights I would get home, I was so

20     tired I couldn't sleep.  I was physically

21     and mentally exhausted.  Sometimes I'll

22     be dreaming knocking at the door saying

23     "housekeeping."

24               When I started, I was in good

25     health.  Now I'm starting having problems
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2     with my hands, carpal tunnel.  I started

3     getting problems that I hear other women

4     talking about when I first started

5     working, knees, back, you name it.

6               It takes a long time to clean

7     16 rooms.  I start at 8:00 in the morning

8     and some days when I am still working at

9     6:00, I am so drained that I want to

10     crawl down and say, look, I can't clean

11     any more rooms.  But if I give back

12     rooms, there can be consequences.

13               I think the latest I ever

14     stayed was 9:30 at night.  I'm so tired,

15     I honestly feel like I could cry.

16               Sometimes the linen is dirty.

17     You make a whole bed and see a stain, you

18     have to make it all over again.  There

19     are days when we are searching for linen

20     up and down the hotels.  It is a lot of

21     wear and tear on the body.  I would like

22     to -- it would be nice to go home on

23     time.

24               Some of my co-workers have

25     small kids in daycare.  If you are late,
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2     you can pay a fine for every minute.  So

3     you're staying on the clock, but you

4     might be losing money.  How is this fair?

5               As many mothers, we need and

6     have to have a regular schedule.  I want

7     to help Marriott.  That's why I am there

8     for my eight hours.  I can choose to stay

9     longer or let that be my choice.  Right

10     now it's not.  We leave late at night and

11     a lot of women feel unsafe.  We're

12     leaving too late at night.  The

13     transportation slows down, and we don't

14     feel safe out there.  A lot of mothers

15     come to work at 8 o'clock, and by 12

16     o'clock they know that they cannot get

17     out on time to pick up their child in

18     daycare, and you can see the stress on

19     their face.

20               We're working under a lot of

21     stress, and it's all day long that we

22     worry about can we do the job, can we get

23     out on time, can we pick our child up on

24     time, can we go home, can we fix dinner,

25     can we spend time to talk to our
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2     families.  These are the things that we

3     are concerned about.  These are the

4     things that we are worried about.  And

5     today I'm crying out to the mothers, the

6     fathers.  I'm crying out for that young

7     child who needs to spend time with their

8     parents.  It's not right.

9               (Applause.)

10               MS. ELLISON:  It will make our

11     community safe.  It would make our

12     families happy if we can be home on time.

13               Thank you.

14               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you.

15               (Applause.)

16               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

17     would you please read our next speaker.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Terrence Wiggins,

19     commenting on 180649-A.

20               (Witness approached podium.)

21               MR. WIGGINS:  My name is

22     Terrence Wiggins.  I lived in

23     Philadelphia my whole life.

24               When I first got involved with

25     this campaign, I worked at Target.  Now I
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2     work at Ross too.  Unfair workweek for so

3     many enter second jobs.  Now that I have

4     two jobs, I cannot spend time with my

5     family.  I can't help take care of my

6     nephew with cerebral palsy or my

7     grandmother with cancer.

8               I'm trying to be the man in my

9     family, because so many of the men in my

10     family are locked up or they're dead.

11     I'm the only male role model left in my

12     family, but what good is that if I can't

13     even be there for them?

14               Society say black men are lazy,

15     that we want to stand on the corner, but

16     here I am trying to support my family the

17     right way and the deck is stacked against

18     me.  That's why I urge City Council to

19     stand with workers like me today by

20     voting for fair workweek.  By passing

21     this --

22               (Applause.)

23               MR. WIGGINS:  By passing this

24     bill, you're giving everyone in retail,

25     fast food, and hospitality a chance to
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2     provide for their family, just like I'm

3     trying to provide for mine.

4               Dignity and respect should be

5     standard in our community.  Most of us in

6     Philly, probably even some of your family

7     members, have these service jobs.  They

8     are vital to our neighborhoods.  So let's

9     stand with Walmart workers who are

10     supporting their family of five but can't

11     get more than 30 hours a week, the

12     housekeepers who is forced to stay two

13     hours extra and has to pay $1 a minute in

14     childcare fees.  Let's make them good

15     jobs now.

16               (Applause.)

17               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

18     would you please read the name of our

19     next speaker.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Vincent Hughes.

21               (No response.)

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Vincent Hughes.

23               (No response.)

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Elizabeth

25     Fiedler.
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2               (Applause.)

3               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Welcome to

4     our Chambers, Representative.

5               REPRESENTATIVE-ELECT FIEDLER:

6     Elizabeth Fiedler, State

7     Representative-elect for South

8     Philadelphia.

9               (Applause.)

10               REPRESENTATIVE-ELECT FIEDLER:

11     Thank you, City Council, for having me,

12     and I would like to thank Councilwoman

13     Helen Gym and Councilmember Mark Squilla

14     in particular for showing great

15     leadership.

16               I'm here in support of fair

17     workweek and $15 minimum wage.

18               (Applause.)

19               REPRESENTATIVE-ELECT FIEDLER:

20     I am here on behalf of working people who

21     live and work in my district and on

22     behalf of working people across this

23     beautiful city that we all love.

24               The human cost of the current

25     situation is very clear.  The people and
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2     their children are being hurt by big

3     corporations that keep taking more and

4     more.

5               I would like to offer a special

6     thank you to all of the workers who have

7     spoken here today and spoken in the past.

8     They've shown great courage and have

9     really shown all of us elected officials

10     the way.

11               I would like to thank the

12     unions, communities, social justice, and

13     movement organizations who are in the

14     balconies, behind me, and who have

15     already made clear their opinions on this

16     legislation.

17               (Applause.)

18               REPRESENTATIVE-ELECT FIEDLER:

19     We stand on the side of workers every

20     day, but most especially here today in

21     the halls of our city government.

22     Passing this legislation is the morally

23     right and courageous thing to do, and it

24     is the thing to do on behalf of our

25     neighbors and our loved ones.  It's time
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2     to put people over profit and vote yes.

3     Vote yes.

4               While I am here specifically

5     today on behalf of fair workweek and the

6     $15 minimum wage, I would like to call on

7     my fellow elected officials to support

8     all legislation that comes before him --

9     before them, both him and her, all

10     people, all legislation that puts people

11     over profit, that puts the people we have

12     pledged to serve over the profits of

13     giant corporations.

14               (Applause.)

15               REPRESENTATIVE-ELECT FIEDLER:

16     I will simply end by proudly saying that

17     the sight you see in the balconies,

18     behind me, the calls, e-mails, and

19     personal visits you have received, that

20     is what democracy looks like.

21               (Applause.)

22               REPRESENTATIVE-ELECT FIEDLER:

23     Thank you.

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

25     would you please read the name of our
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2     next speaker.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  Robert Kee.

4               (No response.)

5               CHIEF CLERK:  Robert Kee.

6               (No response.)

7               CHIEF CLERK:  Emmanuel Bussie.

8               (Witness approached podium.)

9               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Can you

10     please state your name for the record.

11               MR. KEE:  My name is Robert

12     Kee.  I've been involved with fair

13     workweek campaign for almost a year.  You

14     heard my story about struggling at

15     Target, having to beg for hours, not

16     being able to afford to even get to work,

17     and facing retaliation for speaking up

18     for myself.  I am so grateful that you

19     listened, City Council.

20               I work at Whole Foods now, but

21     when this bill passes, I'll be so excited

22     for other team members at Target who

23     won't have to look for a second job

24     because they are getting the hours they

25     need.  Thank you, City Council, for
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2     standing with workers.  Thank you

3     especially to City Councilwoman Gym for

4     leading the important charge.  Thank you

5     for these City Councilpeople for

6     corresponding or already voting yes in

7     the committee, City Councilmembers

8     Sanchez, Greenlee, Jones, Johnson, Henon,

9     Blackwell, Green, and Bass.  To the other

10     Councilmembers, we look forward to your

11     relationship.  We look forward to today

12     and to make better for Philadelphia

13     working families.  Thanks to you, 130,000

14     people will have the basic dignity to

15     plan their lives, to spend time with

16     their family, go to work, go to a doctor,

17     and do other things that human beings

18     need to do.

19               Thank you.

20               (Applause.)

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Emmanuel Bussie.

23               (Witness approached podium.)

24               MR. BUSSIE:  Thank you very

25     much.  Good afternoon, everyone.  So I
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2     want to first say that I rise in support

3     of a fair workweek and $15 an hour.  I

4     support the citizens of Philadelphia in

5     their attempt to move government.  This

6     is what it's all about.  This is what

7     it's all about.

8               I came to speak on 180741, but

9     I'm going to talk about first the

10     contents of 180741 and I want to talk

11     about the principle around the policy and

12     how we got to where we are with 180741.

13               So first off, just for my

14     friends in Council, 180741, all it does

15     is allow for a homeowner like myself -- I

16     live in Cherelle's district.  I'm a

17     homeowner in Cherelle's district.  I had

18     ten people that live in your district who

19     were here to speak.  They had to leave.

20     They're homeowners.  They're business

21     owners.

22               All we're asking is for the

23     opportunity to get before a judge in 14

24     days.  So if someone is in our house

25     illegally, that we don't have to wait six
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2     or seven months, that we just want to get

3     before a judge.  That's all it does.  It

4     doesn't say that you got to kick anybody

5     out.  It just says it gives me an

6     opportunity to have my case heard before

7     a judge in 14 days.  That's really it.

8               But I want to talk about how we

9     got here.  There was another bill,

10     160844, that was stuck in committee for

11     two weeks, and it's ironic that the two

12     republicans aren't here right now to hear

13     us speak.  But there was a bill stuck in

14     committee, and Councilman Clarke said,

15     okay, Emmanuel, if you want that bill out

16     of committee, go get your eight people

17     that you say support that bill and get

18     them to write a letter and sign a letter

19     and we'll see about moving that bill.

20               So we had five courageous

21     colleagues sign that letter and we had

22     three of our people, our friends in

23     Council, who were bamboozled, because

24     they were led to believe that they were

25     protecting councilmanic prerogative and
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2     they were led to believe that they did

3     not sign the letter because they wanted

4     to hold the power to hold the bill in

5     committee in case they really didn't like

6     it was against the people.

7               So you in Council were

8     bamboozled by leadership.  You thought

9     you were protecting councilmanic

10     prerogative to hold the bill as the

11     Chairman that could do harm to the

12     people.  So you thought you were

13     protecting us by not signing that letter

14     that Darrell Clarke asked you to sign,

15     but in essence, it's up to his discretion

16     to actually circumvent what you were

17     trying to protect.

18               He took 180741 that was in

19     Allan Domb's committee and because Allan

20     Domb said I want to hold a hearing and

21     everybody together, he moved that bill.

22     So the councilmanic prerogative you're

23     trying to protect, you're just showing

24     you that you were bamboozled, that he

25     deceived you, that this is -- that he
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2     could indiscriminately move bills out of

3     committee that you Councilmembers want to

4     protect.  So this is not a fair and just

5     system.  This is not a fair and just

6     leadership.  They pick and choose when

7     they want to actually appoint leadership.

8     So to take a bill that is sitting in

9     committee since 2017 and leave it there

10     but take another bill, 180741, and move

11     it into committee, to another committee,

12     pass in committee in one week is totally

13     unjust and unfair.

14               You as Council, who went to

15     school, who got degrees, who are studying

16     to become subject matter experts in your

17     particular field, you are being

18     bamboozled by the leadership in City

19     Council.  That's what's wrong with our

20     system.  We indiscriminately disperse the

21     law and disperse enforcement of the laws.

22     That's what we rarely give, that

23     unfairness, even in this body, people

24     like Maria Quinones-Sanchez, Cindy Bass,

25     Derek Green.  If you rally against City



Stated Meeting
December 6, 2018

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 123

1        12/6/18 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

2     Council leadership, you can be punished.

3     And you know how they punish you?  They

4     put your bill in a committee and don't

5     let that bill come out of committee.

6               So you know what?  Sometimes

7     when you think your Councilperson is

8     ineffective, you know what's really

9     happening?  He's being or she's being

10     punished by the leadership in City

11     Council.  They put that bill in committee

12     and they kill the bill in committee.

13     That gives them even more power than the

14     Mayor.  The Mayor can't -- the Mayor

15     can't kill a bill.  The Mayor can veto a

16     bill, but --

17               (Microphone turned off.)

18               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you

19     for your testimony.

20               (Applause.)

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Clerk, would

22     you please read our next speaker, please.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Rochelle Bilal.

24               MR. BUSSIE:  She left.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Darrell Taylor.
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2               (No response.)

3               CHIEF CLERK:  Darrell Taylor.

4               (No response.)

5               (Witness approached podium.)

6               MS. SMITH:  It wasn't on.  It

7     wasn't on.  I came to stir some stuff up.

8     That's what I do.

9               My name is Trine Smith and I

10     was born for this.  I came as a voice for

11     the people, of the people, by the people,

12     and I came to say everything that brother

13     just said about the way these bills and

14     the way they rail and the way -- excuse

15     me.

16               A lot of people know my face

17     and they know my voice.  Everybody don't

18     know my name, but my name is Trine Smith,

19     and I'm here today really on a personal

20     call.  I'm fighting the Philadelphia

21     Housing Authority for the second time.

22     They did the same thing to me eight years

23     ago, and now I'm in a place I could be

24     evicted.  I don't know what's -- I'm

25     actually in limbo.  I went in hiatus.
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2     I'm like I don't even -- I went to court.

3     They came up with some BS.  I said, you

4     know what, I'm going to step out of this

5     thing for a minute.  And I'm back today

6     to say if somebody don't help me, me and

7     my family could be in the street by

8     Christmas.

9               I stand with the good cause

10     bill.

11               (Applause.)

12               MS. SMITH:  I was with them in

13     the beginning, but I had to fall out

14     because I'm beat up.  I'm also an

15     environmental justice activist.  So stand

16     with the environment.  If you're gonna

17     get environment, the environment can't

18     take care of you.  It won't.  By default

19     you're going to hurt yourself if you

20     don't take care of the environment.

21               It's a lot that I could say,

22     but Imma say this, Imma leave on a note

23     of peace.  I came out here for war.  I

24     did.  I'm a fighter.  That's what I do.

25     I fight.  I fight.  But I believe in
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2     peace and I believe in love, but at times

3     of peace, you should still study war.

4               And on that note, I'm out.

5     Listen, I'm going to need y'all help.

6     Everybody looking at me today, everybody

7     see me?  Yeah.  I can call some names,

8     but I ain't going to do that either.  I

9     need some help.  Me and my family need

10     some help.

11               Thank you very much, y'all.

12               (Applause.)

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Darrell Taylor.

14               (Witness approached podium.)

15               MR. TAYLOR:  Good afternoon,

16     City Council.  I'm a homeowner.  My name

17     is Darrell Taylor, and I'm here for Bill

18     180430.  I'm talking to everybody that's

19     here that's a homeowner, people that need

20     help.

21               Who helps the homeowner when

22     somebody break in your house and they

23     charge you all this money to get them

24     out?  Who helps the homeowner?  Nobody.

25     So Mr. David Oh, Ms. Cindy Bass, and
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2     Councilpeople put a bill together.  You

3     have some Councilpeople here.  The bill

4     has only been here since September.

5     They're not even letting it get an

6     effect.  They putting at least 100 -- I

7     mean, at least a year and a half before

8     you be heard to put this person that's

9     unjust out of your home, and we're taking

10     the cost of everything.  So it doesn't --

11     it's not fair.

12               So I would advise you people, I

13     represent 50,000 people, all softball

14     leagues, all the football leagues

15     throughout the City of Philadelphia.  I'm

16     an ex-pro player.  We want you to help

17     us.  I'm not rich.  I'm poor.  It's not

18     happening to the rich.  It's happening to

19     the poor.  It's not happening to the rich

20     counties and all the people out there

21     that have money.  It's happening to the

22     poor.  We need help.  Please vote for

23     this bill for Mr. Oh.

24               Thank you.

25               (Applause.)
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2               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you.

3               Mr. Decker, could you please

4     read our next speaker.

5               CHIEF CLERK:  Gladys Lackey.

6               (No response.)

7               CHIEF CLERK:  Gladys Lackey.

8               (Witness approached podium.)

9               MS. LACKEY:  Good morning.  My

10     name is Gladys Lackey.  Good morning,

11     Council.  Good morning, everyone.  The

12     purpose why I'm here this morning is to

13     prevent homeowners in Philadelphia from

14     going through what I've been through in

15     reclaiming my home from a criminal

16     squatter.  I am pleased to announce

17     Monday, December the 4th I finally got

18     into my home.  It has been and still is

19     very painful, and it has been an

20     experience that has left scars on me for

21     the rest of my life, because the

22     squatters are living two doors away from

23     me, living in property of theirs, which

24     was valued at $170,000.  They have not

25     lost anything throughout this whole
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2     ordeal throughout my two years.  It has

3     cost me twice as much to restore my

4     property.

5               They deliberately destroyed my

6     property, realizing they had to leave.

7     They destroyed my property, realizing

8     that they had to leave and left my

9     property inhabitable, leaving me with a

10     shell.

11               I'm here to testify before

12     Council, but I've been here a couple

13     times to testify in support of

14     Councilperson David Oh, criminal and

15     defiant trespassing bill.  I thank the

16     Councilmembers who supported it, and I

17     urge Council not to change this law, but

18     to help implement so people like myself

19     and other homeowners will not have to go

20     what I have been through, with months and

21     years just to get before the judge to

22     hear your case.

23               Until now, there have been

24     no -- there have been absolutely no

25     consequences for individuals committing
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2     these horrible crimes.

3               Bill No. 180741 does not have a

4     single provision that will help the

5     homeowner who have been victimized by

6     criminal squatters for far too long.

7     Instead it takes away protection from

8     homeowners.  Victims of fraud and other

9     crimes that are illegally occupying homes

10     should be directed to existing resources

11     and laws that are available to help them.

12     No additional burdens should be placed

13     upon homeowners.

14               I ask that you please maintain

15     and support on the criminal and defiant

16     trespassing ordinance and vote no on this

17     Bill 180741.

18               Thank you so much.

19               (Applause.)

20               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

21     would you please read the name of our

22     next speaker.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Chris Labovitz,

24     commenting on 180741-A.

25               (Witness approached podium.)
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2               MR. LABOVITZ:  My name is Chris

3     Labovitz.  I would like to thank Council

4     for giving me the opportunity to speak in

5     support of the existing Criminal and

6     Defiant Trespassers Act and against the

7     changes that will weaken the Bill 180741

8     as adopted.  My name is Chris Labovitz.

9     I'm a Zoning Chairman and trustee for the

10     Tacony Civic Association in the great

11     Sixth District represented by Bobby

12     Henon.

13               I can assure you that I

14     represent more than just the Tacony Civic

15     Association.  I represent all the civic

16     associations that are up in the

17     Northeast.

18               The property owners of

19     Philadelphia should be able to feel that

20     they will not have their homes taken from

21     them by defiant trespassers.  We often

22     think this will happen to somebody else,

23     it's not my problem, why worry about it.

24     We just heard from a woman prior to my

25     speaking how it does happen to people.
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2               I just imagine someone sitting

3     in a hospital.  They've been sick.

4     They've been there a while.  They're old.

5     They're alone.  Years ago their neighbors

6     would have looked after the house,

7     probably mowed their lawn.  Times have

8     changed.  There are those that prey on

9     people in this position.  Now the person,

10     after suffering in the hospital, comes to

11     their home and cannot get in.  Their keys

12     don't work.  No answer at the door.

13     Things look different.  They call the

14     police, worried that something is going

15     wrong, that they've done something wrong.

16     The police arrive.  With the Criminal and

17     Defiant Trespassers Act, the owner is

18     protected.  The trespasser is asked to

19     produce paperwork to show they've been

20     given permission to occupy the home.  The

21     police can start investigating.

22               With the current bill, any

23     abuse of the occupants can be immediately

24     dealt with by the police.  These

25     protections are already covered by law.
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2     They don't need to be altered.  Sexual

3     harassment, stalking, domestic violence

4     should never be tolerated under any

5     conditions.

6               The court system can rule

7     whether the trespassers are unlawfully

8     living in the home.  They will be told to

9     leave.  No loopholes are needed.  With

10     Bill 180741, the owners' rights aren't

11     priority.  The trespasser is given too

12     much consideration.  If the current

13     occupant has been scammed or lying that

14     they've been scammed, why must the owner

15     suffer also?  With 180741, the owner is

16     asked to suffer up to 15 additional days.

17     Imagine someone in your home for two

18     weeks who knows they'll be getting kicked

19     out.  How do you think they'll feel about

20     your house?  I've had legal tenants who

21     made a mess of their apartments with only

22     hours of notice.  That's ridiculous.

23               Let the Criminal and Defiant

24     Trespassers Act remain intact.  Do not

25     weaken it.
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2               Bill 180741 is too subjective.

3     What does reasonable good faith,

4     unknowingly mean?  Why is the homeowner

5     expected to relocate?  Where is the

6     sympathy for the homeowner?

7               Show criminals that our city

8     values law and order and punishes those

9     who take advantage of our neighbors.  The

10     rights of the homeowner should never take

11     the backseat to anyone.  Let's show the

12     people who repeatedly operate these scams

13     that they will be investigated and dealt

14     with harshly.  Philadelphia is not the

15     place to be if you aren't going to be a

16     good neighbor.

17               Thank you for your attention.

18               (Applause.)

19               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

20     would you please read our next speaker.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Ruth Birchett.

22               (No response.)

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Ruth Birchett,

24     commenting on 180741-A.

25               (Witness approached podium.)
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2               MS. BIRCHETT:  Good afternoon.

3     My name is Ruth Birchett.  I am President

4     of Heritage Homeowners Association.  I'm

5     speaking in reference to Bill 180741-A,

6     the bill I describe as a nuisance

7     amendment to the criminal and defiant

8     trespasser bill that was passed by this

9     Council in June and became law in

10     September that was introduced by

11     Councilman Oh.

12               All 17 of you are lawmakers.

13     Let me remind you of this.  And this

14     bill, this amendment is no different than

15     the crazy amendments that are tacked on

16     to good bills down in Washington.  It's

17     not just Washington where things are

18     happening wrong.  It's here in

19     Philadelphia too, and we got to change

20     that.  And next year is election time for

21     all of you.

22               I'm addressing specifically

23     Council President Darrell Clarke, area I

24     happen to live in, the Fifth Councilmanic

25     District, Curtis Jones, Kenyatta Johnson,
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2     Jannie Blackwell, Derek Green, William

3     Greenlee, Helen Gym, and Al Taubenberger.

4     I'm talking to you, because you're the

5     one that introduced this mess.

6               I will tell you I observed as a

7     block captain for over 30 years in

8     Philadelphia and a committee person as

9     well, I will tell you that as a

10     homeowner, I have to battle people who

11     sell drugs in a house on my block, an

12     historic block, a block where Pearl

13     Bailey used to live in North Philadelphia

14     for two years.  The Next Squad did

15     nothing.  That's a drug squad, supposed

16     to come and get people away.  And white

17     people -- I live in North Philadelphia

18     all my life, got the same phone number as

19     when I was born.  I'm a senior citizen.

20     I've never seen white people drive up in

21     cars over and over again, call on the

22     cell phone, and wait for someone to come

23     out to hand in whatever they hand and

24     walk away.  But the 22nd District did

25     zero about it.  The DA's Office did zero
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2     about it.  It took two years.  It finally

3     went to Sheriff Sale, but the owner of

4     the property had to give due process to

5     the criminals.  I will tell you that I

6     even wrote to the CEO of Fannie Mae, who

7     was the mortgage company that acquired it

8     and owns it now.

9               It's not fair to law-abiding

10     citizens who do everything that they can

11     to preserve their neighborhoods.  We

12     spend our own money, our own time,

13     talent, and treasure in our communities

14     that we love, and you will not sit here

15     and introduce legislation that will harm

16     us and is predatory to our quality of

17     life.  Oh, no, you won't.

18               (Applause.)

19               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you.

20               Mr. Decker, our next speaker,

21     please.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Andrea White.

23               (No response.)

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Andrea White.

25               (No response.)



Stated Meeting
December 6, 2018

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 138

1        12/6/18 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

2               CHIEF CLERK:  Jodan Rushie.

3               (No response.)

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Jodan Rushie.

5               (No response.)

6               CHIEF CLERK:  George Gould,

7     commenting on 180741-A.

8               (Witness approached podium.)

9               MR. GOULD:  Good afternoon.  My

10     name is George Gould and I'm a Senior

11     Attorney at Community Legal Services

12     where I have worked for almost 50 years

13     on matters affecting low- and

14     moderate-income households.  I've had the

15     privilege and honor of working with this

16     City Council during many, many years.

17               This morning I'd like to

18     briefly talk about four sets of important

19     bills.  First, there are two bills

20     prepared by Councilwoman Parker

21     concerning anti-squatting.  One of these

22     important bills would amend the recently

23     passed anti-squatting ordinance.  I want

24     to make something abundantly clear.  We

25     are, and I know Councilwoman Parker is,
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2     totally and completely opposed to illegal

3     squatting, criminal trespass.  This bill

4     does nothing to change the process.  What

5     it does simply is to make clear that

6     there are persons besides tenants who

7     have a legitimate right to live in

8     properties and should not be subject to

9     charges of criminal trespass and quick

10     eviction.

11               (Applause.)

12               MR. GOULD:  These include

13     homeowners who have lost their properties

14     at tax sale and have a right to remain

15     there during the nine periods where they

16     can pay and stay in the property.  It

17     also protects tenants whose owners have

18     been -- properties have been sold by

19     mortgage foreclosure, and under federal

20     law these former tenants have a right to

21     be in the property.  It also protects

22     persons who enter into installment sales

23     contracts.  They are, quote, not tenants,

24     but they clearly have a right to be

25     there.
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2               It would also make it

3     abundantly clear that victims of

4     fraudulent leasing are not criminal

5     trespassers and subject to fine.

6     However, they would have to leave the

7     property in a short period of time.  Most

8     of these cases take place in vacant

9     properties.  Both the police and DA have

10     testified in favor of these bills.

11               The second bill would impose

12     fines and possible imprisonment for

13     scammers who enter into fraudulent leases

14     with unsuspecting tenant victims.  It

15     would also create a cause of action for

16     these tenants to sue the scammers.

17               I'm also here today to support

18     Councilwoman Gym's fair work bill,

19     Councilman Jones' just cause eviction

20     bill, and Councilman Squilla's providing

21     City contractors and subcontractors with

22     a living wage.  These are all important

23     bills that need to be passed today.

24               Thank you.

25               (Applause.)
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2               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

3     can you call our next speaker, please.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Jennifer Schultz.

5               (Witness approached podium.)

6               MS. SCHULTZ:  Good afternoon.

7     I'm Jennifer Schultz.  I'm a Senior Staff

8     Attorney with Community Legal Services,

9     and for the past decade, I have been

10     working in the Homeownership Unit in

11     Community Legal Services.

12               I know that you've heard from a

13     lot of homeowners who are opposed to the

14     amendments regarding the squatter bill

15     that Mr. Gould just spoke about, but I

16     want to clarify that this is not an issue

17     of tenants versus homeowners.  I

18     represent homeowners.  It's all I've done

19     in my 15 years of practice, and we agree

20     that we need to make these amendments

21     happen to this bill.

22               Philadelphia needs to address

23     the problem of criminal trespassers, but

24     we need a system that is easily accessed

25     by victims, responsive to complaints, and
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2     capable of careful and complete review of

3     accusations to determine the merits of

4     those accusations of criminal activity.

5     The bill that is currently enacted by law

6     in June attempts to address these issues,

7     but in doing so, it subjects many

8     non-criminals to potential fines or jail

9     time simply for living in a house they

10     have a right to be in.

11               The City law in its current

12     form does not protect previous owners of

13     the property who lost their house in a

14     Sheriff Sale, victim of domestic

15     violence, and people living in a property

16     with permission from an owner but where

17     there was no tenancy relationship.

18               The bill before City Council

19     today proposes amendments to address

20     these flaws in the original law and

21     providing a more balanced approach that

22     honors the various rights people have

23     over a property.  And I want to be clear

24     that nothing in the bill reduces the

25     right that already exists for homeowners
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2     to seek redress from the police or the

3     courts.  The courts have always been

4     available to homeowners to seek emergency

5     ejectment when circumstances justify it.

6     City Council does not have any authority

7     to change the process regarding the

8     courts.

9               Similarly, nothing in the law

10     or the bill changes the criminal laws of

11     the Commonwealth.  The Philadelphia

12     Police Department has worked to create

13     clear guidance to all members of its

14     force on how to properly investigate and

15     refer for prosecution situations that

16     involve criminal activity and criminal

17     trespass.  Nothing in the City's law or

18     the new bill changes any of that.

19               The issue here is simply about

20     whether or not there will be additional

21     penalties under the City's civil code and

22     whether or not people can be subject to

23     fines and imprisonment when there are

24     civil levels of disputes, and our

25     position is that civil disputes that do
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2     not involve knowing trespass do not

3     belong in putting people in jail.  They

4     belong in the civil system, and the bill

5     180741 provides for those corrections.

6               Thank you.

7               (Applause.)

8               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

9     our next speaker, please.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Cateria McCabe.

11               (Witness approached podium.)

12               MS. McCABE:  Good afternoon.

13     My name is Cateria McCabe and I'm the

14     Director of the Veterans, Kinship Care,

15     and Tenant Rights at SeniorLAW Center.

16     Members of City Council, thank you for

17     this opportunity to provide SeniorLAW

18     Center's response to Bill 180741.

19               At SeniorLAW Center, we protect

20     the rights of older Pennsylvanians.

21     We're the only non-profit organization

22     whose mission is dedicated to providing

23     legal protection to Pennsylvania senior

24     citizens.  In our work, we assist seniors

25     whose homes have been invaded by
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2     trespassers who refuse to leave.  These

3     trespassers often pose dangerous and

4     threatening situations for seniors.  We

5     also assist innocent homeowners and

6     tenants who face being improperly removed

7     from their homes despite having a legal

8     right to remain.

9               We encourage the creation of a

10     process allowing trespassers to be

11     removed more quickly.  At the same time,

12     we emphasize the need to carefully

13     calibrate the process to ensure that it

14     is not used to remove innocent seniors

15     from their homes.

16               We support Bill 180741 because

17     it meets two very important goals.  It

18     ensures that criminal and defiant

19     trespassers can be promptly removed from

20     residential properties and it protects

21     legitimate occupants, victims of abuse,

22     and victims of fraud against being

23     improperly penalized.  Without this

24     bill's improvements, innocent

25     Philadelphians risk being removed from
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2     their homes and/or charged criminally

3     when they are rightfully in a property.

4               There are numerous examples and

5     circumstances where seniors have a right

6     to stay in their homes but could be

7     treated as a criminal trespasser.  For

8     example, seniors who lose their homes in

9     the result of a tax foreclosure may have

10     a right of redemption under the law, but

11     without Bill 180741, a purchaser of the

12     property at Sheriff Sale could have a

13     senior removed from the home and

14     potentially arrested.

15               Additionally, in the context of

16     landlord-tenant relationships or

17     instances of domestic violence, there's a

18     danger that bad actors will make false

19     affidavits to force seniors out of their

20     homes quickly.

21               We look forward to continued

22     work with Council to make our city a

23     safer home for our senior population and

24     empower them in the fight against

25     exploitation and abuse, and encourage you
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2     to vote favorably for this bill.

3               Thank you.

4               (Applause.)

5               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

6     our next speaker, please.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  George Donnelly.

8               (Applause.)

9               (Witness approached podium.)

10               MR. DONNELLY:  Good morning,

11     Council.  My name is George Donnelly.

12     I'm an attorney at the Public Interest

13     Law Center here in Philadelphia, and

14     today is poised to be a banner day for

15     economic justice in the City of

16     Philadelphia.

17               (Applause.)

18               MR. DONNELLY:  With

19     Councilmember Gym's fair workweek bill,

20     Councilmember Squilla's wage legislation,

21     and two housing bills that I'm here to

22     talk about, which are both commonsense

23     economic justice reforms that will

24     provide modest protections to the City's

25     most vulnerable residents.  And so I urge
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2     City Council to support the good cause

3     legislation from Councilmember Jones.

4               (Applause.)

5               MR. DONNELLY:  And

6     Councilmember Parker's bill protecting

7     victims of fraudulent leases.

8               (Applause.)

9               MR. DONNELLY:  There is nothing

10     controversial about needing a good reason

11     to evict somebody from their home, and

12     there is nothing controversial about

13     making sure people defrauded by scammers

14     and fake leases are not treated like

15     criminals.  The good cause legislation

16     will prevent retaliatory evictions and

17     increase housing security for families

18     with month-to-month leases.  Right now

19     these families are one repair request

20     away from being homeless, since landlords

21     can evict them for no reason, simply

22     saying, your lease is up.  Do you think

23     landlords are evicting tenants who keep

24     their mouth shut?  No.  They are evicting

25     tenants who have the audacity to assert
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2     their legal, moral right to safe and

3     habitable housing, and this bill stops

4     that abuse.

5               And on Councilmember Parker's

6     bill, there's been a lot of

7     misinformation, a lot of misinformation,

8     and what I would urge Council to do is

9     not read Facebook posts and op-eds.  Read

10     the bill.  Read the bill.  The bill in

11     its current form keeps the hearings in

12     place that you heard so many homeowners

13     ask for.  They're exactly right.  They

14     wanted a hearing, they get their hearing.

15     It keeps the penalties for criminal

16     squatters in place.  You want the

17     penalties?  They're still there.  And it

18     keeps homeowners' rights in check.  All

19     it does is de-criminalize those people

20     who are scammed by fraudsters who will

21     rent out empty properties with a fake

22     lease.  That's all it does, is just

23     criminalizes those folks.  And, again,

24     don't take my word for it.  Read the

25     bill.
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2               These commonsense pieces of

3     legislation, they provide a modicum of

4     relief, an economic justice in the most

5     vulnerable tenants in Philadelphia.  And

6     so I urge you to vote in favor of

7     Councilmember Jones' good cause

8     legislation and Councilmember Parker's

9     bill.

10               Thank you.

11               (Applause.)

12               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you.

13               Mr. Decker, our next speaker,

14     please.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Phil Lord.

16               (Audience members chanting.)

17               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Our next

18     speaker, please, Mr. Decker.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Phil Lord.

20               (Witness approached podium.)

21               MR. LORD:  Thank you very much.

22     My name is Phil Lord.  I am an attorney

23     and Executive Director of the Tenant

24     Union Representative Network.

25               December 10th is International
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2     Human Rights Day, but this can be Human

3     Rights Day here in Philadelphia if we do

4     the right thing, and I hope you will.

5               We're standing up today for the

6     basic human rights of workers and tenants

7     to economic justice.

8               There are four bills that I

9     want to speak to - the good cause bill,

10     the squatter amendments, the owner

11     accountability bill, and the fraudulent

12     lease bill, but they're overrated, and

13     they're based -- they're required because

14     there are several myths in our culture

15     that need to be addressed.  There are

16     basic misunderstandings about the law

17     right now that need to be corrected.

18               One is, nobody moves into a

19     property for a month.  You don't pay

20     $2,000 to $4,000 of deposit, move all

21     your furniture and kids into the

22     property, and then two weeks later said

23     you get a notice to vacate.

24     Month-to-month leases are a myth.  People

25     are expected to be in a property until
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2     either they mess up, they violate the

3     lease, they can't pay their rent or the

4     landlord needs the property for some

5     reason.

6               The good cause bill, which you

7     should call the just cause bill, because

8     it's not about being good, it's about

9     being just, it's about being fair.  The

10     good cause bill says you have to have a

11     good reason to put a tenant out.  Why is

12     that so important?  Because either you

13     have a good reason or you have a bad

14     reason.  Nobody goes to eviction court

15     for no reason.  That's crazy.  You have

16     to hire a lawyer to go to court for no

17     reason.  If you have a good reason, like

18     non-payment, damage to the property, a

19     nuisance, that's fine.  The bill covers

20     that.  You can do that and more.

21               If you have a bad reason, what

22     do you say, sorry, your lease is up,

23     termination of term.  You don't go to

24     court and say, I'm doing this because of

25     racism.  You don't go to court and say,
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2     I'm doing this because I was sexually

3     harassing you and you turned me down.

4     You don't go to court and say, it's

5     because I've retaliated against you

6     because you complained.  You say, your

7     lease is up.  But when you say that, the

8     judge says fine, it's a month-to-month

9     lease, it could be up any time.

10               This law has to be passed

11     because it has to protect tenants from

12     this kind of fraud and abuse.  Without

13     it, we don't have any protection.  All of

14     our laws mean very little if someone

15     could get past it just by saying, your

16     lease is up, it's month to month, I'm

17     sorry.

18               We need this protection.  Okay?

19     Beyond that, we need the squatter

20     amendments, because the squatter bill, as

21     passed, it can be abused seriously.  You

22     heard from homeowners who say they can't

23     get people out, and we understand that's

24     a serious problem.  We're not saying that

25     people who go in the properties and try
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2     to scam people should be allowed to do

3     that.  We think the criminal laws are

4     available for that, and they should be

5     enforced.  There's no question about

6     that.

7               But the people we see -- I saw

8     a couple just a little while ago, two

9     little children under a year old.  They

10     moved into a property.  They gave all

11     their money to the landlord, $3,000 they

12     saved up.  A couple weeks later they

13     found out that the person they gave the

14     money to didn't own the property.  They

15     had furniture they just bought for it.

16     They were all excited about being there,

17     and they had to move out.

18               These are the victims that we

19     see every day, people who pay rent for a

20     month or a year, without knowing that the

21     person they rented to is not the owner.

22     And there's reasons why they don't know,

23     because there's no system for them to

24     know.  You don't know who your landlord

25     is.  There's no way of saying -- if
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2     somebody says I'm an agent for the owner,

3     there's no way of checking that.  We

4     don't have a system to do that.  So the

5     fraudulent lease bill and the other bills

6     are there to help provide some

7     opportunity.

8               Corporations now, LLCs are a

9     shell.  It's a shell game going on with

10     the City.  They move a wonderful LLC to

11     another.  You don't know who owns this

12     property, and you wind up in trouble if

13     you try to complain.  They put it in

14     somebody else's name and you don't even

15     know what's going on.  So people are

16     moving into properties not knowing who

17     the owner is, who the agent is, and they

18     wind up being victims of crimes by other

19     people.  These are the real scammers, the

20     ones who move people in innocently and in

21     the property.

22               So thank you.  I hope you stand

23     up for human rights today.  Thank you.

24               (Applause.)

25               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,
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2     our next speaker, please.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  Jarrett Smith.

4               (Witness approached podium.)

5               MR. SMITH:  Hello.  My name is

6     Jarrett Smith and I would like to read a

7     statement from an ally of the Tenants

8     Union and landlord, Chris Forsyth.

9               My name is Chris Forsyth.  I

10     own a residential rental property at 2062

11     East Boston Street and a commercial

12     property at 2341 North Front Street where

13     I run Jerry's On Front, a music rehearsal

14     studio business with six rooms rented

15     monthly and yearly leases to musicians,

16     artists, and community groups.

17               I am currently in the process

18     of acquiring and developing a property at

19     2637 Germantown Avenue near Lehigh Avenue

20     to house a fresh produce market and a

21     second location for the rehearsal studio

22     business.

23               I'm here to give my perspective

24     both as a landlord and a civic-minded

25     citizen and to urge City Councilmembers



Stated Meeting
December 6, 2018

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 157

1        12/6/18 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

2     to vote on Bill No. 170854, good cause

3     eviction legislation.

4               Before I was a landlord and

5     homeowner, I was a tenant for 20 years,

6     living in rental houses and apartments.

7     So I have personal experience on both

8     sides of the landlord-tenant equation.

9     I've also spent much of my life in

10     gentrifying City neighborhoods and have

11     witnessed firsthand both the upsides in

12     development for communities and also the

13     negative consequences where development

14     is unfettered and uncontrolled.  One of

15     these consequences obviously is that

16     rents can skyrocket and families can lose

17     their homes and be displaced, often by

18     unfair evictions.

19               If we want our city to continue

20     to grow and to develop and to maintain

21     and cultivate healthy, diverse

22     communities, we need to control this

23     phenomenon.

24               Bill No. 170854, good cause

25     eviction legislation, addresses in a very
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2     commonsense way the issue of unfair

3     evictions by simply requiring that

4     landlords must offer a renewal lease to

5     any tenants in good standing, and first

6     tenants cannot be evicted without good

7     cause.  Any good reason to evict someone

8     is allowed by this legislation, including

9     if the tenant violates the terms of their

10     previous lease, is a nuisance or refuses

11     to accept a rent increase or if the

12     landlord wants to sell the building, move

13     a family member into the property or do

14     major renovations.  It does not unduly

15     constrict a landlord's ability to conduct

16     business in the City of Philadelphia.  On

17     the contrary, it enshrines good business

18     practices in the law and protects our

19     most vulnerable tenants from unfair

20     treatment by unethical landlords, thereby

21     helping to create stability in our

22     communities.

23               I think this legislation should

24     be uncontroversial to any member of

25     Council and, in fact, to any reasonable,
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2     ethical landlord.

3               Thank you.

4               (Applause.)

5               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

6     could you please read our next speaker.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  Barry Thompson.

8               (Witnesses approached podium.)

9               MR. THOMPSON:  Good afternoon,

10     City Council.  My name is Barry Thompson.

11     I was the first elected President of the

12     Philadelphia Tenants Union.  I want to

13     start this off by saying it's always the

14     right time to do what's right.

15               Testimony by Pastor Andrew Ed

16     Price, on this day, 6th day of December,

17     the City Council has gathered to vote on

18     good cause eviction legislation.

19               I entreat you all that you not

20     vote according to the political whims of

21     the moment or according to who has the

22     most power to help you in seasons of

23     reelection, but I ask that you vote with

24     the most vulnerable and most marginalized

25     in mind, for that is the American thing
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2     to do.  Our Declaration of Independence

3     boldly declares that we have the right to

4     life, liberty, and the pursuit of

5     happiness as an unalienable right.  The

6     most vulnerable among us deserve life.

7               When landlords can ignore court

8     orders, when they want to evict tenants,

9     who are oftentimes single black mothers

10     of children, without accurate notice or

11     just cause, it is a denial of life.

12     Rather than demonize the vulnerable, care

13     for them by passing this legislation.

14               I am the Mount Olive Tabernacle

15     Baptist Church where I am the senior

16     pastor and stand in solidarity with the

17     Philadelphians who have been unjustly

18     evicted.  Today we will vote those who

19     choose life.

20               MR. JOHNSON:  Thank you.  And

21     I'm Sterling Johnson.  I'm from the Fair

22     Housing Rights Center of Pennsylvania.

23     I'm Director of Enforcement.  I'm just

24     here to remind the Council here about the

25     requirements under the HUD's assessment
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2     of fair housing even when it comes to

3     rules that look neutral on their face,

4     that they have disparate impact regarding

5     against protected categories in our city

6     from race and ethnicity to people based

7     with families.

8               Discrimination is not what it

9     looked like in the '50s.  After 50 years

10     of the Fair Housing Act, you see that we

11     still have the same issues, right?  But

12     today it is eviction records, it is

13     criminal records, it is single women,

14     single women of color with families.  You

15     need to think about those people and what

16     discrimination looks like right now.

17               This is -- what happens now,

18     what this piece of legislation will do is

19     actually give people a place, a legal

20     right to be in the space.  What happens

21     now is that after -- even if there is any

22     legal right, they have no recourse.

23     There's no lease.  This will stop that.

24     You need to pass this now.

25               Thank you.
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2               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Can you

3     please state your name again for the

4     record, please.

5               MR. JOHNSON:  Sterling Johnson.

6               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Excuse me?

7               MR. JOHNSON:  Sterling Johnson.

8               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you.

9               (Applause.)

10               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

11     our next speaker, please.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Aurica Hurst.

13               (Witness approached podium.)

14               MS. HURST:  Hello.  I'm here --

15     my name is Aurica Hurst.  I'm a community

16     organizer for One PA.  We're fighting for

17     fair workers and good cause, but I'm here

18     to speak on behalf of good cause.  There

19     is a tenant, Sierra Robinson, who wasn't

20     able to be here today due to her unfair

21     scheduling.  Ironic.  She says, hello.

22     My name is Sierra Robinson.  I used to

23     live at 237 South 48th Street in

24     Apartment 21-A.  I was illegally evicted

25     and I was actually locked in with no way
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2     out and no way in.  I was told that we

3     only have five minutes to get all of our

4     belongings by the Philadelphia Police

5     Department.  No sheriff was present.

6               Myself, Aurica Hurst was there

7     when this happened and there was an

8     illegal lockout.  The landlord, Phillip

9     Pulley, is going by doing this in several

10     places in Philadelphia, and the Dorset

11     Admiral Court Building is where he's

12     doing the most of this.  He's pushed out

13     tenants illegally.  He didn't have a

14     renter's license.  He cut off the water

15     and the electricity the day before

16     Thanksgiving.  There were families in

17     that building.  Some of them were

18     immigrant families who could not even

19     speak English, who were being told that

20     they had to leave.

21               Phillip Pulley hired young

22     black men to stand up to fight tenants

23     that were trying to get back in the

24     building.  These young men, who didn't

25     even know that the building owner didn't
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2     even have a writ of possession, which by

3     law you must have, and a renter's

4     license, which by law you must have.

5               We need to pass good cause, but

6     it doesn't stop at good cause.  We need

7     City Council to fight for renters and

8     homeowners in Philadelphia.  We are

9     the --

10               (Applause.)

11               MS. HURST:  We have a declining

12     homeownership in Philadelphia and we have

13     increasing evictions.  We need City

14     Council to go above and beyond past good

15     cause.  Yes, pass good cause, but look

16     inside what you can do in your own

17     chambers, in your own communities.  What

18     can you do to provide affordable housing

19     for Philadelphians who are struggling to

20     pay rent, who are struggling to stay

21     inside their homes long term.

22               There are families in that

23     building that have been there for over 5,

24     10, 15 years.  So how, how did this go

25     unnoticed?  How was this man able to
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2     purchase the building and rent to tenants

3     with no rental's license, with no writ of

4     possession?  How is it being done here in

5     Philadelphia, the City of Brotherly Love

6     and Sisterly Affection?  How is this

7     being done?  It's being done because a

8     lot of things are being overlooked.

9               We need you, City Council.  We

10     need you today to fight for good cause

11     and vote yes.

12               (Applause.)

13               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

14     our next speaker, please.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Rasheedah

16     Phillips.

17               (Audience members chanting.)

18               MS. PHILLIPS:  No evictions

19     without good cause.

20               (Applause.)

21               MS. PHILLIPS:  Good morning.

22     My name is -- good afternoon.  My name is

23     Rasheedah Phillips.  I'm the Managing

24     Attorney at the Housing Unit at Community

25     Legal Services.  Thank you for the
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2     opportunity to speak today.

3               I'll get straight to the point.

4     This bill does not create any additional

5     barriers for landlords who follow the law

6     to legally terminate leases and remove

7     tenants.  It creates further clarity for

8     both landlords and tenants on what

9     grounds can lead to an eviction, gives

10     tenants a fair opportunity to understand

11     what the issues with their tenancy are

12     under the terms of the lease.

13               With or without a just cause

14     law, a problem tenant or a tenant behind

15     on their rent must still be put through

16     the legal eviction process and should

17     still be afforded notice and the

18     opportunity to defend what is most at

19     stake for them, their housing, their

20     shelter and everything that goes along

21     with that, their employment, their

22     family.

23               In a city that allows for no

24     cause evictions and where the

25     Pennsylvania Landlord-Tenant Act allows
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2     favor of notice in lease agreements, the

3     result is an average default judgment

4     rate of 55 percent.  Fifty-five percent

5     of people are losing their homes because

6     they did not get a simple piece of paper

7     that tells them that their lease is at

8     stake.

9               Enacting just cause protections

10     continues -- if we don't enact just cause

11     eviction protections, we will continue to

12     uphold an eviction process where

13     landlords are able to evict people based

14     on arbitrary, illegal, profit-motivated

15     reasons that lead to further

16     destabilization of the housing rental

17     market.

18               Many of the costs and adverse

19     impacts of eviction can be avoided when

20     tenants are provided with adequate notice

21     when they're at risk of lease termination

22     due to falling behind on rent, breach of

23     a condition or at the end of their lease

24     term without prospect of renewal.  Notice

25     under just cause laws provides
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2     opportunities for tenants to settle,

3     repay, get rental assistance, make

4     arrangements to move or otherwise cure

5     breaches before entering a courtroom but

6     before having to ever enter a courtroom.

7     Notice saves money that would be spent on

8     court fees, attorney's fees.  It saves

9     time for all parties involved.  In turn,

10     this allows our great city to avoid some

11     of the direct and collateral costs

12     associated with housing instability,

13     ultimately leading to healthier, more

14     stable people and communities.

15               If we want to move our poverty

16     rate at all, we have to pass this.

17     Stable housing, stable, healthy, and safe

18     communities benefits every single person

19     in this room.  Simply put, there is no

20     articulable reason, no public policy

21     reason why denying tenants the benefit of

22     notice of lease termination and a reason

23     why the lease is ending.  There's just no

24     reason why not to give people that notice

25     and that opportunity.
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2               Today we have an opportunity to

3     join many other states, hundreds of other

4     cities around the country who have just

5     cause laws and shape the future of our

6     city into one that embraces true equity

7     and access in housing, health, education,

8     and employment.

9               Community Legal Services

10     strongly urges you to pass this law

11     today.

12               Thank you.

13               (Applause.)

14               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

15     our next speaker, please.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Christian Banche.

17               (Witness approached podium.)

18               MR. BANCHE:  I was going to say

19     good morning, but we're afternoon at this

20     point.

21               Good afternoon.  My name is

22     Christian Banche.  I'm here to speak on

23     Bill 170854, unfair rental practices,

24     once called just cause bill, started off

25     as the good cause bill.
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2               I work with many organizations

3     in Philadelphia and stand today as a

4     proud member of the Philadelphia Tenants

5     Union, who has been leading the way in

6     legislation, standing in solidarity and

7     struggle with our most vulnerable tenants

8     in Philadelphia, a city that prides

9     itself in rewarding wealthy property

10     developers with tax breaks while at the

11     same time paving the way for the

12     displacement of those same most

13     vulnerable residents.

14               The journey for this bill

15     started two years ago when it was

16     formally introduced in October of 2017.

17     Since then, the housing and landlord

18     lobby has come in and they do what they

19     do best.  They lobby City Council, they

20     water down the original language of the

21     bill, and thus taking away the bill's

22     teeth.

23               I wish I could say I was

24     surprised at this outcome, but I'm really

25     not.  Three minutes is not nearly amount
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2     enough time to share with you the laundry

3     list of property developers and lawyers

4     who evict tenants that donate large sums

5     of money to many of their Councilmembers

6     sitting or playing with their phones in

7     front of us right now.

8               (Applause.)

9               MR. BANCHE:  This bill has been

10     sent to committee and magically forgotten

11     about for months while tenants are being

12     evicted every day and sent to the

13     streets, many of which are on low and

14     fixed incomes, have disabilities, God

15     forbid they have children, and most of

16     which are black and brown.  The

17     Philadelphia Tenants Union knows this

18     because they're the ones knocking on our

19     doors and hearing the heartbreaking

20     stories of families who have become

21     homeless because they're evicted without

22     good cause.

23               A pediatric nurse can tell you

24     firsthand the stories where children miss

25     their important routine well child checks
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2     and subsequently end up in the emergency

3     room due to acute illness, all because

4     they have faced housing insecurity in the

5     face of unjust evictions.

6               While City Council has balked

7     on this bill, we've seen bills introduced

8     and passed within months.  A few weeks

9     ago many of us sat in these same Chambers

10     and watched as members of Council laughed

11     and joked and had a mock debate about a

12     resolution welcoming the sports mascot to

13     the City.

14               Many of the people testifying

15     today will celebrate City Council for

16     passing this bill.  As probably you guys

17     have guessed, I'm not one of them.  This

18     bill should have been a no-brainer with

19     the original language as introduced.

20               We like to pretend we have a

21     progressive city, and some will say that

22     they believe in housing as a human right,

23     but City Council has done with this bill

24     what it regularly does.  It moves the

25     goalpost so far to the right that we are
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2     conditioned to celebrate every movement

3     to the left is a win.

4               (Applause.)

5               MR. BANCHE:  Controlling that

6     narrative is yet another perk of a city

7     that has empowered and owned and ruled by

8     one political party without any real

9     opposition to the left.

10               I'm going to close up real

11     quick.

12               While this is a good start, and

13     I do celebrate those voting yes today on

14     this bill, it's merely a bread crumb in

15     the loaf of social, racial, and economic

16     justice that Philadelphia deserves, a

17     more equitable Philadelphia.

18               (Applause.)

19               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Clerk, our

20     next speaker, please.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Ricci Rawls.

22               (Applause.)

23               (Witness approached podium.)

24               MS. RAWLS:  Hi.  My name is

25     Ricci Rawls.  I came and spoke a couple
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2     weeks ago about how me and my five

3     children was homeless inside the City of

4     Philadelphia and we couldn't get the help

5     we need.  What I didn't mention is I am a

6     member of Philadelphia Tenants Union.

7     It's a group that actually helped my

8     family when nobody else would listen.

9               Now, since my last time I spoke

10     here, before I say anything else, what I

11     want to say is, because of Councilman

12     Curtis Jones, next week me and my

13     children move into a five-bedroom home.

14               (Applause.)

15               MS. RAWLS:  I thank you.  I'm

16     going to try not to be emotional, but the

17     truth of the matter is, landlords wait

18     until your lease is over and then they

19     find somebody else with a security

20     deposit and they move them in, and then

21     the families that resided there become

22     homeless.  And not only do you become

23     homeless, you lose your child.  What

24     y'all don't understand is you're ignoring

25     children.
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2               The City has 6 thousand and

3     almost 34 children placed in foster homes

4     and you're still asking for 300 more

5     families, but if you assisted the

6     families in keeping their home and saving

7     them from being evicted, children and

8     families would remain together.

9               I'm here to say I think it

10     costs a lot less money to help tenants

11     stay in their homes than it do to place a

12     child into foster care.  And, you know,

13     while you're ignoring children, their

14     future, their education, everything like

15     I spoke before -- I bring my children to

16     these meetings.  I know they make noise.

17     I get addressed that I may be put out and

18     I may not have time to speak, but I bring

19     them to remind y'all of our future.  I

20     bring them to remind y'all what we're

21     really fighting for.

22               (Applause.)

23               MS. RAWLS:  So I want to say,

24     you know, I thank Curtis Jones and every

25     other Councilman and Councilwoman who



Stated Meeting
December 6, 2018

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 176

1        12/6/18 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

2     voted yes on this bill, because this bill

3     is very much important to women,

4     children, family, people of color, people

5     without color.  It's just Philadelphia

6     needs to treat its people who live here

7     so much better.

8               You know, I never like speaking

9     in front of people, but after everything

10     I've been through living here for 30

11     years, I think it's my right to speak for

12     other families and other people who are

13     going through what I'm going through.

14               (Applause.)

15               MS. RAWLS:  And another thing I

16     want to say, how I went through

17     everything I went through just to even

18     speak a couple weeks ago, just to even

19     get the help I got.  There's mothers and

20     families and individuals out here who

21     can't do that.  And so I'm not just

22     speaking for me.  When I speak, I speak

23     for thousands.  Like about 28 families

24     are put out of their home every day

25     inside of Philadelphia, and that's
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2     about -- like I said, that's leading to

3     y'all having 6,000 children in foster

4     care a year and asking for 300 more

5     families, but what about the 300 families

6     those children belong to, who probably

7     was wrongfully evicted from their homes?

8               So I think y'all should think

9     about that.  And I thank City Council for

10     voting yes on the bill and, again, I

11     thank Curtis Jones, because after being

12     homeless for a year, me and my children

13     will no longer be homeless next year.

14               Thank you.

15               (Applause.)

16               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

17     our next speaker, please.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Reverend Holston.

19               (Witness approached podium.)

20               REVEREND HOLSTON:  My name is

21     Reverend Gregory Holston.  I'm the

22     Executive Director of POWER.  POWER is

23     65-plus congregations across the City of

24     Philadelphia and the surrounding areas

25     building communities of opportunity that
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2     work for all.

3               So much has already been said,

4     but I just want to do two things quickly.

5     One, I want to lift up and thank all of

6     the Councilpeople who have already

7     committed to vote for the $15 minimum

8     wage bill and also the fair workweek

9     bill.

10               (Applause.)

11               REVEREND HOLSTON:  I want to

12     thank five incredible, powerful women who

13     make up POWER's Economic Dignity Team who

14     are leaders on our team - Kate Esposito,

15     Paula Paul, Frances Upshaw, Terri Burgin,

16     and Carol Duncan.  We thank you for so

17     doggedly staying on this issue.  Just

18     about every Councilperson in here said

19     no, no, no, and no again for about three

20     years, and finally the dogged pursuit of

21     you continuing to push forward made the

22     difference in this bill.

23               But let me say this to all who

24     are here:  Look around you, for what you

25     see here is a movement.  What you see
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2     here is black and brown people standing

3     together, in a city that is a majority

4     city of color, fighting for the same

5     issues.

6               I heard the stories of the

7     bills and they seem so similar three

8     years ago trying and getting said no and

9     no and no again.  Yet the poverty level

10     in this city remains at 26 percent and

11     it's getting worse every day, yet we

12     still got to beg for the basic necessity

13     of what these bills provide.  Could not

14     these decisions been made on the first

15     day?  Because we were still 26 percent in

16     poverty three years ago.

17               The question is, when you see

18     this movement that is already here and

19     there is the majority of the City

20     recognize that you can do things in an

21     incredible way, that you can dream things

22     that you never dreamed before, that you

23     can build legislation that you never did

24     before, you don't have to worry about a

25     chamber coming to you.  You don't have to
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2     worry about the business issues, because

3     the majority of the people in this town

4     are right here and they're demanding a

5     change in the City, demanding a change in

6     this government, demanding a change in

7     what we do.

8               (Applause.)

9               REVEREND HOLSTON:  I got 22

10     seconds left, so let me say this:  This

11     is not simply anti-poverty legislation

12     that has been laid out today.  No.  It is

13     a racial justice piece of legislation

14     laid out today.  And unless we're

15     prepared to stand up for black and brown

16     women, black and brown children, black

17     and brown people in this city and

18     challenge the business interests that

19     reign in this city and that have kept

20     this city in this grip of poverty for

21     over 50 years, unless you're willing to

22     do that, a movement is coming.  A

23     movement is coming.  A movement is

24     coming.  A movement is coming, and the

25     time is now.
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2               (Applause.)

3               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

4     do we have any other speakers?

5               CHIEF CLERK:  Elaine

6     Feincalvin.

7               (Witness approached podium.)

8               MS. FEINCALVIN:  My name is

9     Elaine Feincalvin.  I was inadvertently

10     left off the list for the fair workweek

11     people.

12               Anyway, we need a fair workweek

13     desperately.  I am here for workers who

14     are students at Community College and

15     those who wish to be students anywhere.

16     I recently retired from 20 years of

17     teaching six-hour intensive remedial

18     reading and writing courses at Community

19     College.  About 50 percent of our

20     students had to take these courses to

21     prepare for college work.  My experience

22     makes me feel passionate about the fair

23     workweek.

24               Most of my students usually

25     worked, often at more than one job, as
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2     well as attended CCP.  It was hard for

3     them, working many hours while going to

4     six hours of English class a week,

5     completing 12 hours of weekly homework,

6     indeed a crushing schedule, and this

7     schedule did not change.  I greatly

8     admired their motivation, their

9     enthusiasm, and their discipline, but

10     time and again I would lose a promising

11     student because his or her employer

12     arbitrarily changed the work schedule

13     with no notice, disregarding students who

14     were attending scheduled college classes.

15     Even students who had worked a year or

16     more for a specific employer would have

17     their schedules changed and changed

18     again.

19               Too many students became

20     discouraged and dropped out.  Some tried

21     to stick it out, but they had missed too

22     much class and fell too far behind to

23     pass the course.

24               Both corporate and small

25     business employers might object to a fair
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2     scheduling law, but in the long run, they

3     will benefit because the fair workweek

4     bill will create a better educated

5     workforce of adult students.

6               Over and over I heard students

7     say that if they worked hard, they could

8     better themselves.  And they did work

9     hard, but they really need the support of

10     a fair scheduling law.

11               Politicians always say that

12     education is the key to overcoming

13     poverty, and Malcolm X said education is

14     our passport to the future, for tomorrow

15     belongs to the people who prepare for it

16     today.

17               When City Council passes the

18     fair workweek, adult students will have a

19     real passport to their futures.  Please

20     vote for the fair workweek.

21               Thank you.

22               (Applause.)

23               (Audience members chanting.)

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

25     are there any other speakers on today's
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2     Calendar?

3               (Audience members chanting.)

4               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

5     are there any other speakers on today's

6     Calendar?

7               CHIEF CLERK:  There are no

8     other speakers on the public comment

9     list, Mr. Chairman.

10               COUNCILMAN HENON:  This will

11     conclude today's public comment period.

12               (Audience members chanting.)

13               COUNCILMAN HENON:  We will now

14     consider the bills and resolutions on

15     Second Reading and Final Passage

16     Calendars.

17               Clerk, would you please read

18     our titles of our bills and resolutions.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Resolution No.

20     181049, entitled a "Resolution

21     authorizing the Commissioner of Public

22     Property to execute and deliver to the

23     Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority,

24     without consideration, deeds conveying

25     conditional fee simple title to certain



Stated Meeting
December 6, 2018

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 185

1         12/6/18 - STATED - 2ND READING

2     City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

3     the buildings and improvements thereon,

4     situate in the Fifty-First Ward of the

5     City of Philadelphia," introduced by

6     Councilwoman Blackwell.

7               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

8     recognizes Councilwoman Blackwell.

9               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Thank

10     you, Mr. Chairman.  I move for the

11     adoption of the resolution.

12               (Duly seconded.)

13               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

14     moved and properly seconded.

15               All those in favor signify by

16     saying aye.

17               (Aye.)

18               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Those

19     opposed?

20               (No response.)

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

22     have it.  The motion of the resolution

23     carries.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Resolution No.

25     181050, entitled a "Resolution
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2     authorizing the Commissioner of Public

3     Property to execute and deliver to the

4     Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority,

5     without consideration, deeds conveying

6     conditional fee simple title to certain

7     City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

8     the buildings and improvements thereon,

9     situate in the Twenty-Eighth Ward of the

10     City of Philadelphia," introduced by

11     Councilman Greenlee on behalf of Council

12     President Clarke.

13               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

14     recognizes Councilman Greenlee.

15               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

16     you, Mr. Chairman.  I move the adoption

17     of the resolution.

18               (Duly seconded.)

19               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

20     moved and seconded the resolution be

21     adopted.

22               All those in favor signify by

23     saying aye.

24               (Aye.)

25               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?
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2               (No response.)

3               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

4     have it.  The resolution is adopted.

5               CHIEF CLERK:  Resolution No.

6     181051, entitled a "Resolution

7     authorizing the Philadelphia Land Bank to

8     dispose of 1238 North 15th Street located

9     in the 5th Councilmanic District,"

10     introduced by Councilman Greenlee on

11     behalf of Council President Clarke.

12               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

13     again recognizes Councilman Greenlee.

14               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

15     you, Mr. Chairman.  I move the adoption

16     of the resolution.

17               (Duly seconded.)

18               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

19     moved and properly seconded that the

20     resolution be adopted.

21               All in favor signify by saying

22     aye.

23               (Aye.)

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

25               (No response.)
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2               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

3     have it.  The resolution is adopted.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Resolution No.

5     181053, entitled a "Resolution

6     authorizing the Commissioner of Public

7     Property to execute and deliver to the

8     Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority,

9     without consideration, deeds conveying

10     conditional fee simple title to certain

11     City-owned lots or pieces of ground with

12     the buildings and improvements thereon,

13     situate in the Seventh Ward of the City

14     of Philadelphia," introduced by

15     Councilwoman Sanchez.

16               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

17     recognizes Councilwoman Sanchez.

18               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

19     you, Mr. Chair.  I move for its adoption.

20               (Duly seconded.)

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

22     moved and properly seconded.

23               All those in favor signify by

24     saying aye.

25               (Aye.)
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2               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

3               (No response.)

4               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

5     have it.  The resolution is adopted.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  And Resolution

7     No. 180672, entitled a "Resolution

8     appointing H. Hetherington Smith to the

9     Board of Directors of the Center City

10     District," introduced by Councilman

11     Squilla on behalf of Council President

12     Clarke.

13               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

14     recognizes Councilman Squilla.

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

16     Mr. Chairman.  I move for the adoption.

17               (Duly seconded.)

18               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

19     moved and properly seconded the

20     resolution be adopted.

21               All those in favor signify by

22     saying aye.

23               (Aye.)

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

25               (No response.)
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2               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

3     have it.  The resolution is adopted.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  And Resolution

5     No. 180674, entitled a "Resolution

6     appointing Paige Jaffe to the Board of

7     Directors of the Center City District,"

8     introduced by Councilman Squilla on

9     behalf of Council President Clarke.

10               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

11     again recognizes Councilman Squilla.

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

13     Mr. Chairman.  I move for the adoption of

14     the resolution.

15               (Duly seconded.)

16               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

17     moved and properly seconded that the

18     resolution be adopted.

19               All those in favor signify by

20     saying aye.

21               (Aye.)

22               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

23               (No response.)

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

25     have it.  The resolution is adopted.
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2               CHIEF CLERK:  And Resolution

3     No. 180919, entitled a "Resolution

4     confirming the reappointment of

5     Sanjuanita Gonzalez as a member of the

6     Board of Ethics, to serve in the term

7     ending November 16, 2023," introduced by

8     Councilman Henon on behalf of Council

9     President Clarke.

10               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

11     recognizes Councilman Greenlee.

12               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

13     you, Mr. Chairman.  I move the adoption

14     of the resolution.

15               (Duly seconded.)

16               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

17     moved and properly seconded that the

18     resolution be adopted.

19               All those in favor signify by

20     saying aye.

21               (Aye.)

22               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

23               (No response.)

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

25     have it.  The resolution is adopted.
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2               CHIEF CLERK:  And Bill No.

3     180741-A, entitled "An ordinance amending

4     Section 10-840 of The Philadelphia Code,

5     entitled 'Criminal and Defiant

6     Trespassers,' to clarify and modify

7     applicable definitions, penalties, and

8     procedures, and to make certain technical

9     changes."

10               COUNCILMAN HENON:  This bill

11     having been read on two different days,

12     the question is shall the bill finally

13     pass.

14               Chief, would you please read

15     the roll.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Bass.

18               COUNCILMAN OH:  Mr. Chairman,

19     I'd like to be heard on the amendment.

20               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

21     recognizes Councilman Oh.

22               COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

23     much, Mr. Chairman, and I know we're

24     about to vote.  I just wanted to and I

25     feel that I have to respond to the
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2     statements that were made.

3               This city has had for many

4     years a problem with criminal squatters,

5     not breaking into abandoned homes or

6     vacant homes but occupied homes, and

7     those residents have reached out numerous

8     times to our City officials.  These

9     homeowners were answered by this Council

10     when we passed a bill that provided them

11     with the opportunity to simply get before

12     a civil judge faster.

13               When they call the police and

14     the police don't act, their option only

15     is to go to civil court, but that process

16     takes eight to 14 months.  Meanwhile

17     they're out of their home.  The bill that

18     we passed provides them nothing more than

19     an accelerated date to get into a

20     courtroom.

21               The bill that has been talked

22     about today would derail that and prevent

23     the homeowner from getting into court

24     faster.  There's nothing more that

25     happens than preventing a homeowner from
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2     getting into court faster.

3               Someone said read the bill.  I

4     will read the bill.  A criminal and

5     defiant trespasser, a person who is not

6     an owner of the subject residential

7     property.  That's what the current law

8     says, but --

9               (Audience member speaking out.)

10               (Applause.)

11               COUNCILMAN OH:  You can listen.

12               So that is what the current law

13     says.  Adding to that under this bill,

14     the person is not a victim of domestic

15     violence, sexual harassment or stalking

16     by the owner or another person who

17     recently lived or is living with the

18     victim in the residential property.  And

19     because it's in the definition, no

20     homeowner can use this ordinance to get a

21     court date within five or ten days,

22     because no homeowner can say when they

23     fill out the affidavit to get a quick

24     court date that they know that the person

25     who is illegally occupying their home was
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2     not harassed or stalked by someone else

3     who is in their home illegally.  They

4     can't do that.

5               The other thing that this bill

6     says is that if the individual in their

7     home claims that they made what they

8     believe to be a reasonable good faith

9     payment to a person who said they were

10     renting that home, then again this

11     expedited process cannot be used.

12               This process is not criminal.

13     It is not even the civil process.  It is

14     just a question whether the homeowner has

15     to stand outside their home while someone

16     occupies their home with their

17     possessions, denying them access for

18     eight to 14 months or whether they should

19     go before a judge as soon as possible

20     within 30 days, five days or ten days and

21     have a judge sort it out.

22               The affidavit that the

23     homeowner has to sign includes the fact

24     that they conducted a reasonable or

25     included an investigation, because if the
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2     person who is in the home claims to have

3     a reason, a legal reason, to be in the

4     home, you can't get in front of a court

5     judge quickly.  You have to go the long

6     route, eight to 14 months.

7               In addition to which, this bill

8     creates a private right of action.  So

9     who would use this bill?  In other words,

10     if you're the homeowner, you call the

11     police, the police don't act, now instead

12     of going eight to 14 months, you try to

13     use the ordinance that we passed, and

14     when you use it and you go to court, if

15     the judge finds that the person in your

16     home who has refused to leave is a person

17     who is not -- decided for them to leave

18     your home, but has not declared that they

19     are themselves a criminal squatter, then

20     it creates a private right of action

21     against the homeowner.  And so, again,

22     the homeowner would not use this

23     ordinance to try to get their home.

24               So I would just say that the

25     bill that we passed that exists provides
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2     simply a quicker route to get in front of

3     a judge, but this bill --

4               (Audience members yelling out.)

5               COUNCILMAN OH:  -- will end up

6     causing the homeowner to have to abandon

7     an accelerated court date and go through

8     a process of eight to 14 months.

9               Thank you.

10               (Audience members yelling out.)

11               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Again, this

12     bill has been read on two different days,

13     the question is now shall the -- the

14     Chair recognizes Councilwoman Parker.

15               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

16     you, Mr. Chair.  Mr. Chairman, I gave my

17     word, and I keep my word, to one of my

18     colleagues that I was going to be as

19     calm, Councilman Jones and Councilwoman

20     Gym, as I possibly could, and I'm going

21     to do my best, because you all know how I

22     feel about keeping my word, but you know

23     what's been rising up inside of me as I

24     sat here, listened to my constituents,

25     residents of our great City of
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2     Philadelphia.  Doing the greatest thing

3     that they can do is access democracy by

4     using their voice as a tool for economic

5     justice.

6               (Applause.)

7               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  My

8     grandmother would say, inside voice.  I

9     told you to use your inside voice.

10               Mr. Chairman, since I

11     introduced this bill, Bill No. 180741, it

12     has been faced with a Facebook lobbying

13     and Twitter posting mis-education that

14     has intentionally misrepresented the

15     facts about what this bill does.

16               (Applause.)

17               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  I want to

18     start with homeownership.  The City of

19     Philadelphia has approximately a 52

20     homeownership rate, and I represent a

21     district that has a 64 percent

22     homeownership rate, and in some of my

23     regions, it's as high as 74 percent.  So

24     there's no one who can claim homeowner

25     supreme on me.
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2               I represent homeowners in the

3     City of Philadelphia, but I also

4     represent winners.  I represent winners

5     and homeowners who have also found

6     themselves to be victims, victims of

7     fraud.

8               When you take your hard-earned

9     money and you look at a good listing and

10     someone tells you the home is available

11     and you say, here's my first week and

12     here's my last week and here's my

13     security, and then two weeks later,

14     someone comes who is the actual legal

15     owner and they say to you, I never

16     intended to rent this property to you,

17     I'm the real owner, you have to vacate

18     the premises.  That's very unfortunate,

19     and I know there are some people who

20     would like to think that it's a

21     hypothetical that never occurs, but you

22     work and walk through neighborhoods

23     throughout the City of Philadelphia where

24     unscrupulous Philadelphians or others do

25     exactly what I just described.
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2               I quickly want to address a few

3     rumors.  And to my colleagues, I'm

4     working on it, Councilwoman.

5               I'm going to address some of

6     these rumors, and I'm going to call them

7     what they are, which are lies, and

8     they've been percolating about my bill.

9     So what we're going to do today is to see

10     whether or not the Facebook posted,

11     Twitter announcements, if that fake news

12     that you thought was only moving about in

13     Washington, DC but has dominated social

14     media outlets right here in the City of

15     Philadelphia relative to this bill, we

16     are going to see whether or not the fake

17     news wins out or whether or not the facts

18     matter, because that's what my colleagues

19     and I are elected to do.  We don't

20     deliberate Facebook posts.  We don't

21     deliberate on Twitter postings.  We

22     deliberate on facts that are presented

23     before us.

24               This bill does not undermine

25     the existing bill on squatters.  Next,
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2     it's not soft on crime.  It very

3     delicately balances protecting rightful

4     home dwellers and victims of fraud while

5     ensuring that those who trespass or break

6     into someone's home will still face fines

7     and imprisonment.

8               The bill does not create a

9     loophole where someone can just claim to

10     be a victim of domestic violence and

11     that's their get-out-of-jail-free card to

12     squat.  In this era of this Me Too era,

13     where women's voices are finally being

14     heard and people are telling them that we

15     will listen, it is offensive, deeply

16     offensive, to say that there are

17     instances of false accusations of

18     domestic violence just like the instances

19     of false rape accusations and do they

20     occur in hand, but we have a Police

21     Department and a team of investigators

22     whose job is primarily to do that,

23     investigate whether or not there is

24     credibility in any allocations.

25               Second, the law's language
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2     makes it clear that it only protects

3     victim of domestic violence living in the

4     same household as an owner or someone who

5     recently lived there.  This is so the law

6     can't be weaponized against an abuser to

7     illegally evict their victim.  Now, that

8     might sound strange to someone else, but

9     until you walked a mile in the shoes of a

10     woman or a man who has been abused, don't

11     attempt to teach and preach about what

12     you don't know.

13               (Applause.)

14               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Finally,

15     finally, this claim is offensive because

16     the Police Department again will

17     investigate.

18               Next, let's talk about victims

19     of residential lease fraud.  Councilwoman

20     Reynolds Brown, I know your advocacy is

21     for our senior citizens, and if you want

22     to feel the pain of a constituency that's

23     been negatively impacted by this, I want

24     you to talk to a senior citizen who

25     experienced what I just described
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2     earlier, when they know that they can no

3     longer maintain the house that they

4     worked hard for and they say I have to

5     downsize because I can't -- my arthritis

6     is acting up, I can't walk up the steps,

7     I need something on one level, and they

8     go to rent and they learn that they've

9     been scammed.  Those are the people who

10     we have to make sure that we are

11     protecting.

12               And it's not sexy.  Let me say

13     that too about this bill.  This bill is

14     very complex.  It's very legally nuanced,

15     and if you are not paying attention, if

16     you're reading Facebook and you're

17     reading Twitter, but you're not seeing

18     the language that's included in this

19     bill, you can be enticed.  You know, you

20     can be enticed to think this is in the

21     best interest of the public.

22               I'm going to finally conclude

23     with this:  All I have to say is if you

24     vote for this bill, you're not gutting

25     the existing bill.  If you vote for this
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2     bill, you're not creating loopholes.  And

3     if you vote for this bill, you're

4     protecting homeowners and their most

5     valuable asset, which is their home.  And

6     we've been doing too damn much in this

7     body on home preservation to think that

8     we would pass a law where we're not going

9     to try to help people preserve what they

10     have.

11               Next, if you vote against this

12     bill -- and this is where my ten District

13     Councilmembers -- and I hope you hear me

14     well, and I know for those of you who I

15     talked to about this bill, you will.  You

16     are voting against homeowners with

17     tangled titles.

18               Now, I know you all think that

19     some and most in the City when they pass

20     away, they have a will and an executor of

21     their estate, and if they have five kids

22     or one child or nieces and nephews, they

23     very specifically outlined how their

24     property should be distributed amongst

25     their loved ones who are left, but if you
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2     think that kind of privilege is

3     accessible to all of the people in the

4     City of Philadelphia, again, you're

5     talking about a process that you don't

6     know anything about.

7               The reason why SeniorLAW, the

8     reason why CLS, and the reason why the

9     Public Interest Law Center, along with

10     the Tenants Union, why their advocates,

11     who were so important for them being here

12     today -- and I want you to know this.

13     I'm a Councilperson and as the late John

14     Myers told me, my job is to fix things,

15     and there is nothing more frustrating

16     when somebody comes to me with a problem

17     and I can't fix it.  It's because we

18     can't give legal advice, and it's illegal

19     for the attorneys who work for individual

20     Councilmembers to give legal advice.  You

21     know where I send them?  Because my

22     people can't go to the big guys downtown.

23     I send them to CLS.  I send them to

24     SeniorLAW.  I send them to the Public

25     Interest Law Center.  And let me tell you
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2     one thing.  I'm going to take their

3     advice of that constituency that I just

4     described over some fake sexy news and

5     some folks that you -- and I felt so bad

6     for the people.  Some of them are new who

7     came here to testify today and knowing

8     that I'm listening to them and they're

9     talking about things that are not

10     accurate.  Don't support this damn fake

11     news.  Support the facts.  That's what we

12     do here.

13               (Applause.)

14               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

15     recognizes Councilman Green.

16               (Audience members chanting.)

17               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

18     recognizes Councilman Green.

19               COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

20     Mr. Chair.  I was not intending to speak

21     on this piece of legislation.  However,

22     there's a lot of passion on both sides of

23     this issue, and I thought it was

24     important that I offer some words on this

25     legislation, because I did vote for
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2     Councilman Oh's bill.  I'm glad that

3     Councilman Oh took the initiative on this

4     issue, because some years ago when I had

5     a little more hair, before I joined

6     Councilwoman Tasco's office, I was an

7     attorney representing the Office of

8     Housing and Community Development and

9     there were numerous situations where

10     there were people who were squatting in

11     properties owned by the City of

12     Philadelphia that we could not get the

13     police to move forward on those

14     squatters.

15               And so this is definitely an

16     issue.  There are a number of victims

17     throughout the City of Philadelphia who

18     have been victimized, who have owned

19     their own properties and someone has come

20     into those properties.  And so the

21     process that Councilman Oh started in

22     this legislation is a good one and is one

23     that I'm glad we have.

24               However, there are certain

25     people that should not be defined as
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2     criminal trespassers, and I look at the

3     legislation and I read the legislation.

4     I'm an attorney.  I've been practicing

5     for over 20 years.  I spent a lot of time

6     looking at this legislation.  I've had

7     conversations with sponsors of both

8     bills, but there are certain people that

9     I do not believe should be defined as

10     criminal trespassers, and because of

11     that, that's why I'm supporting

12     Councilwoman Parker's legislation.

13               (Applause.)

14               COUNCILMAN GREEN:  There are

15     still opportunities if you are a

16     homeowner that you can go to the

17     expedited route as detailed by Councilman

18     Oh's bill.  What Councilwoman Parker's

19     legislation does provides some areas for

20     individuals who should not be defined as

21     criminal trespassers to not be defined as

22     such in order to have some relief.  To me

23     this legislation is an opportunity to

24     combine both sides, because there are

25     victims of housing fraud, there are
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2     victims who have owned their home and

3     have had someone come into their home and

4     squatted in that property.  However,

5     there are also other victims who are

6     domestic violence victims, tangled title

7     issues and others that we should give

8     relief.  And although I did vote for the

9     bill originally with Councilman Oh, I

10     support Councilwoman Parker's amendment

11     after reading and spending time reading

12     the legislation and thinking about the

13     legislation, and for that reason, because

14     I've worked for a District Councilperson

15     for 13 years, so I understand that

16     perspective, but I'm also an at-large

17     Councilperson representing the entire

18     City of Philadelphia.

19               Thank you.

20               (Applause.)

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

22     Councilman.

23               Mr. Decker, would you please

24     start the roll, please.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman
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2     Bass.

3               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  No.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

5     Blackwell.

6               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  I'd

7     like to be recognized to speak on this

8     bill.

9               Let me say that I have

10     supported Councilman Oh's bill.  I told

11     him as recently as last night and this

12     morning that I would be with it.  I

13     believe that he's honest and sincere on

14     his, and obviously Councilwoman Parker is

15     as well.

16               I don't like to switch my

17     positions once I've given my word.  I

18     apologize to Councilman Oh and I'm sorry,

19     because this is one of them I don't

20     believe in introducing legislation

21     against my colleagues either.  So this is

22     very, very difficult for me.  And I'm

23     sorry.  And granted I've been involved in

24     a lot of other issues, so I will admit

25     I'm the first one to admit on this that I
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2     have not been as close to it as I should,

3     but I'm afraid to vote against this bill.

4     And so, Councilman Oh, pardon me.  I'll

5     support this legislation.

6               Thank you.

7               (Applause.)

8               COUNCILMAN HENON:  So is there

9     any other member that wishes to speak on

10     this before -- I'm going to reset and

11     start the bill over on the roll call

12     after being heard twice.  Is there any

13     other member that wishes to speak on this

14     Bill 180741-A?

15               (No response.)

16               COUNCILMAN HENON:  That being

17     said, Clerk, this bill after being read

18     on two separate days, the question is now

19     shall the bill pass finally.

20               Would you please read the roll.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

22     Bass.

23               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  No.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

25     Blackwell.
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2               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb.

4               COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Nay.

5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

6               COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

8     Greenlee.

9               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Gym.

11               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13     Johnson.

14               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

16               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18     O'Neill.

19               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  No.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

21               COUNCILMAN OH:  Nay.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

23     Parker.

24               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman
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2     Quinones-Sanchez.

3               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  No.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

5     Reynolds Brown.

6               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

8     Squilla.

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  No.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

11     Taubenberger.

12               COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

14     Clarke is voting aye.

15               Councilman Henon.

16               COUNCILMAN HENON:  No.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  The ayes are 10;

18     the nays are seven.

19               (Applause.)

20               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

21     would you please read our next ordinance.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Bill No.

23     180978-A, entitled "An ordinance amending

24     Title 10 of The Philadelphia Code,

25     entitled 'Regulation of Individual
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2     Conduct and Activity,' Chapter 10-800,

3     'Safety,' by adding a new Section 10-841,

4     'Fraudulent Leasing of Residential

5     Property,' prohibiting conduct related to

6     the fraudulent leasing of residential

7     property."

8               COUNCILMAN HENON:  This bill

9     having been read on two different days,

10     the question now is shall the bill pass

11     finally.

12               Chief, would you please read

13     the title and start the roll call,

14     please.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

16     Bass.

17               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

19     Blackwell.

20               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb.

22               COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

24               COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman
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2     Greenlee.

3               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Gym.

5               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Aye.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

7     Johnson.

8               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

10               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

12     O'Neill.

13               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

15               COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Parker.

18               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

20     Quinones-Sanchez.

21               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

23     Reynolds Brown.

24               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman
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2     Squilla.

3               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

5     Taubenberger.

6               COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:  Aye.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

8     Clarke is voting aye.

9               Councilman Henon.

10               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

11               The ayes are 17; the nays are

12     zero.  A majority of all members having

13     voted in the affirmative, the bill

14     passes.

15               Clerk, would you please read

16     the title of our next bill.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Bill No.

18     170854-A, entitled "An ordinance amending

19     Section 9-804 of The Philadelphia Code,

20     entitled 'Unfair Rental Practices,' to

21     require good cause for certain

22     residential evictions and to provide

23     for --

24               (Applause.)

25               COUNCILMAN HENON:  This bill
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2     being read or have read on two different

3     days, the question now is shall the bill

4     pass finally.

5               Chief, would you please -- the

6     Chair recognizes Councilman Jones.

7               COUNCILMAN JONES:  I've got to

8     say that this probably is one of the

9     better democratic exercises of City

10     Council I've had an opportunity to be in,

11     and I'm grateful for it, but on good

12     cause, I want to thank my colleagues in

13     advance for making me take the time

14     methodically to go through this on all

15     sides.  This is an exercise a Turk like

16     myself often doesn't want to do and wants

17     to move quickly, but I'm glad that we

18     took the time.  But we ran out of runway

19     a couple of weeks ago when that young

20     lady with five kids came in here and said

21     that next week she would not have a place

22     to go, that when we deliberate, sometimes

23     we study long and we study wrong, and

24     there's a time for action, and today is

25     that day.
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2               I want to tell one of the

3     stories I know of that is compelling, and

4     I want to thank the Tenants Union and

5     TURN and others that because of Penn

6     Wynne brought this to my attention,

7     because we sometimes sit in buildings

8     like this, think we know everything until

9     we have to walk that mile in the other

10     person's shoe, and then we get a

11     different perspective.

12               But let me quickly -- bear with

13     me on a story about a couple I know.

14     They were just starting out, just got out

15     of college, fell in love.  Parents

16     didn't -- wasn't Romeo and Juliet, but it

17     was you can't stay with him and you ain't

18     staying with her, figure it out, not at

19     their respective houses.  So they got

20     their first apartment.  If you ever saw

21     the movie Joe's Apartment, it was

22     horrible.  They had no heat.  They had

23     insects and rodents, but it was theirs.

24     They slept on a mattress.  They used the

25     heat of the oven to keep them warm.
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2               There was a delay between the

3     time that the female got an opportunity

4     to move in the apartment and the young

5     man had an opportunity to move in with

6     her.  During that time, that landlord saw

7     what he thought was going to be a victim,

8     somebody that he felt he could take

9     advantage of because they were young and

10     female.

11               When the young man moved in,

12     the whole attitude changed about renting

13     the apartment and there was no good

14     cause.  There was no stated rationale.  I

15     just don't want the two of y'all in the

16     apartment.

17               That couple went through the

18     tension of how it feels to look for the

19     knock on the door that says, you have to

20     leave here.  That feeling I wish on no

21     individual.

22               I know that couple, because it

23     was me.  I walked a mile in that shoe.  I

24     never told them that, because I didn't

25     want them to feel as though I couldn't
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2     objectively look at both sides of that

3     issue.  But if we could ever prevent that

4     from happening to young Philadelphians

5     starting out, and that does not give

6     anybody a license not to do what is

7     prescribed in the lease, but it gives

8     them the human dignity protection that

9     each and every one of us should have.

10               So without that, thank you,

11     Mr. Chairman.  Time has run out.  It's

12     time to vote our way out.

13               Thank you.

14               (Applause.)

15               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

16     would you please call the roll.

17               The Chair recognizes Councilman

18     Domb.

19               COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Thank you,

20     Mr. Chairman.  There was one comment I

21     just wanted to make first.  I do thank

22     Councilman Oh and Councilwoman Parker,

23     and I think both did a good job here, and

24     I hope we can all work together.  I know

25     your hearts are in the same place.  So
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2     we're all pushing for that same goal.  So

3     thank you both.  I just want to thank

4     you.

5               And, Councilman Jones, on this

6     bill, I want to commend you for meeting

7     with me several times and also trying to

8     work through this, and I know that you

9     gave me your good faith statement that if

10     there were any issues, you'd go back and

11     amend this language, if there was any

12     problems with the implementation, and

13     based on that, I am going to vote yes for

14     this, I just want you to know.

15               (Applause.)

16               COUNCILMAN HENON:  This having

17     been read on two different days, the

18     question now, shall the bill pass

19     finally.

20               Mr. Decker, would you please

21     read the roll.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

23     Bass.

24               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman
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2     Blackwell.

3               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb.

5               COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Aye.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

7               COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

9     Greenlee.

10               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Gym.

12               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

14               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

16     Johnson.

17               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

19               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

21     O'Neill.

22               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

24               COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman
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2     Parker.

3               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Aye.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

5     Quinones-Sanchez.

6               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

8     Reynolds Brown.

9               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

11     Squilla.

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14     Taubenberger.

15               COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

17     Clarke is voting aye.

18               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes are

19     17; they nays are zero.

20               (Applause.)

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The majority

22     of the members have voted.  The bill

23     passes affirmatively.

24               May I ask as we moved

25     forward --
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2               (Applause.)

3               COUNCILMAN HENON:  May I ask as

4     we move forward, please, we have a lot of

5     unfinished business to do.  It's hard to

6     hear the roll count for our Chief Clerk

7     and our stenographer.  So we will

8     certainly have time to applaud in one

9     form or fashion as we move forward.

10               Mr. Decker, would you please

11     read our next title.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Bill No.

13     180649-A, entitled "An ordinance amending

14     Title 9 of The Philadelphia Code,

15     entitled 'Regulation of Businesses,

16     Trades and Professions,' by adding a new

17     Chapter to require certain covered

18     employers to provide 'Fair Workweek

19     Employment Standards' --

20               (Applause.)

21               CHIEF CLERK:  -- for certain

22     employees, including but not limited to

23     reasonable notice of schedules, rest time

24     between shifts, and opportunities for

25     additional hours, and providing for
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2     enforcement and penalties."

3               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

4     recognizes Councilwoman Gym.

5               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you

6     very much, Mr. Chair.

7               It's a good day for justice in

8     Philadelphia.

9               (Applause.)

10               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  It's a good

11     day to do something decent, good, and

12     bold in our city, because it's time for a

13     fair workweek in Philadelphia.

14               In the poorest large city in

15     America, it's time to take a stand not

16     just on poverty but on the circumstances

17     which allow poverty to exist and even

18     profit from it.  Because we can talk

19     about poverty in this city until we're

20     blue in the face or we can do something

21     about it, and today we choose to do

22     something.

23               I'm proud to be part of a City

24     Council that has been a national leader

25     in passing legislation for paid sick
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2     days, pay equity, and ending wage theft.

3     I'm grateful for my co-sponsors and the

4     supporters of this bill - Councilwoman

5     Maria Quinones-Sanchez, Mark Squilla,

6     Bobby Henon, Jannie Blackwell, Curtis

7     Jones, Kenyatta Johnson, Bill Greenlee,

8     all champions for economic justice.  And

9     thank you too to former Councilmember

10     Wilson Goode, Jr.  I walk in your shoes.

11     And thank you, Council President Clarke,

12     for your leadership and walking me

13     through this.

14               This is a City Council that has

15     fought to uplift working families, not by

16     simply cheerleading jobs at any cost, but

17     by recognizing we have to care about the

18     quality of our jobs as much as we do the

19     quantity of them.

20               Last year, 300,000

21     Philadelphians reported being food

22     insecure and going hungry.  Eighty

23     percent of them were working

24     Philadelphians with jobs.  In the

25     wealthiest city in the country, in a city
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2     where we have corporate towers that can

3     kiss the sky, where we've got

4     corporations like Marriott and American

5     Airlines that have taken $180 million in

6     new tax cuts, poverty is our greatest

7     sin.

8               This Council has both the

9     legislative authority and moral duty to

10     take a stand against poverty and the

11     abusive practices that allow some of the

12     most successful businesses in the world

13     to profit from the exploitation of tens

14     of thousands of workers in our city who

15     don't know when or how much they'll work.

16               The unstable schedules, which

17     are a hallmark of the service industry,

18     must come to an end.  And on each step of

19     the way, this campaign for a fair

20     workweek has been led by a diverse and

21     unstoppable coalition of people demanding

22     solutions and working for them.

23               Last February hundreds of

24     workers took to the streets to demand a

25     fair workweek, with a formal launch of a
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2     campaign that had been a year in the

3     making.  Today is for you.  It's for

4     19-year-old Natori Price who went on TV

5     to share that she took care of seven

6     family members, including a sick mother,

7     and talked about an unstable schedule

8     that puts her entire family's livelihood

9     and health in jeopardy.  Today is for

10     Symphony and her daughter, Symphony who

11     talked about how she feared about even

12     telling her employer she was a mother in

13     case she wasn't scheduled for enough

14     hours.

15               Today is for every single Sky

16     Chef worker, many of whom are immigrants,

17     who make the first-class meals for

18     flights which cost as much as several

19     months' pay.  It's for every hotel worker

20     waiting by the phone and hoping to be

21     called in, worried about whether there's

22     enough money for rent.  It's for

23     restaurant workers who worry whenever

24     their shifts get cancelled or suddenly

25     cut.
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2               Today is for every working mom

3     and dad, for every young person and

4     returning citizen working towards a

5     better life for themselves.  It's for the

6     countless people in our city who have

7     bravely told me their stories about their

8     families and their dreams of working for

9     a future brighter than today.  You

10     changed all of us with your stories.  You

11     took the conventional narrative about

12     poverty and turned it upside down on its

13     head, this idea that somehow poverty is

14     inevitable, especially for black, brown,

15     and immigrant families and communities,

16     when in reality poverty is manufactured.

17               You remind us --

18               (Applause.)

19               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  You remind

20     us what it means to be relentless in the

21     pursuit of a nation which prosperity is

22     shared by all of us, not just a

23     privileged few.  And this packed Chamber

24     is a testament to the power of your

25     voices and the belief that Reverend
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2     Holston said, that this is a movement as

3     much as it is a moment.

4               Philadelphia's fair workweek

5     bill will be the most expansive in the

6     country.  It will cover tens of thousands

7     of workers in big chain retail, food

8     service, and hospitality sectors.  It

9     guarantees that working people will know

10     when they'll work, how much they'll work,

11     and they'll get a path out of poverty.

12     This is a floor and not a ceiling.  We

13     can't raise the shameful minimum wage for

14     everyone in this state, but today we sure

15     can make -- we can make darn sure that

16     the folks making the lowest incomes have

17     the schedules and hours they need and can

18     count on.

19               (Applause.)

20               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  I'm proud to

21     say that we have not rushed this

22     legislation.  We have not suspended the

23     rules.  Over the course of this process,

24     strong bridges have been built between

25     our thriving business community and our



Stated Meeting
December 6, 2018

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 231

1         12/6/18 - STATED - 2ND READING

2     advocates.  We established a robust and

3     unprecedented business-labor community

4     roundtable, led in partnership by our

5     Philadelphia AFL-CIO and Chamber of

6     Commerce leaders, and we have changed,

7     edited, and evolved this bill to its

8     current state.  This bill has been

9     continually amended for businesses but

10     with the collaboration of our community

11     and labor advocates and with the central

12     belief that this bill will protect

13     workers.

14               I want to thank business

15     leaders, Uncle Bobbie's, Cake Life,

16     Sustainable Business Network, who support

17     this bill because they know that caring

18     for our employees is not only good for

19     workers, it's good for business.

20     Businesses have not only been heard,

21     they've been at the table, and the

22     changes that have evolved through the

23     bill have reflected the sincere respect,

24     engagement, and collaboration our office

25     has taken from the start.
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2               And I want to thank our labor

3     partners, who are a ride or die crew, in

4     their defense and uplifting of working

5     families, whether in a union or not.

6     They are fighting for all of us.

7               And above all, I want to thank

8     this room.  I want to thank this room of

9     organizers, union members, parents and

10     grandparents, educators, advocates,

11     policy wonks.  You brought us here today.

12     You have not only been courageous, you

13     have been fearless.  You proved that our

14     politics are only as strong as our

15     movements, and I am grateful each and

16     every day to be part of a legislative

17     body that serves you.

18               So today we are here to say

19     yes - yes to working families, yes to

20     smart business.  Today, in the poorest

21     big city in the nation, we put people

22     over profits.

23               Mr. Chairman --

24               (Applause.)

25               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  -- let's
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2     vote.

3               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

4     recognizes Councilman O'Neill.

5               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Thank you,

6     Mr. Chair.  I'll be voting against this

7     bill and --

8               (Audience members booing.)

9               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  When

10     there's a pause, I can explain.

11               I voted for good cause today.

12     I'm going to vote for minimum wage.  I

13     want to explain why, even though I agree

14     with everything Helen said, Councilwoman

15     Gym said, because I know how hard she's

16     worked on it, and I agree with everything

17     in there, except one thing, but it's a

18     major thing for me and, that is, it does

19     not exempt collective bargaining

20     agreements.  It should exempt collective

21     bargaining agreements.

22               (Audience members booing.)

23               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  People

24     that are protected by a bargaining

25     agreement, collective bargaining
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2     agreement, don't fit the categories I

3     believe that we're talking about with the

4     large corporations, all the things that

5     you mentioned.

6               The scheduling bill makes sense

7     in a lot of ways.  All you have to do is

8     talk to somebody in that situation.  I do

9     not believe -- let me just say --

10               (Audience members yelling out.)

11               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Hold on.

12     Order, please.

13               COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  I have to

14     leave the Chamber and may not be back

15     before it's over.  I want to vote no on

16     this bill for the reason I just explained

17     and also yes on all other bills,

18     including minimum wage and both

19     amendments.

20               Thank you.

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

22     Councilman.

23               (Audience members booing.)

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Okay.  Thank

25     you for order.
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2               This bill, Bill No. 180649-A,

3     having been read on two different days,

4     the question now, shall the bill pass

5     finally.

6               Mr. Decker, would you please

7     call the roll.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

9     Bass.

10               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

12     Blackwell.

13               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb.

15               COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

17               COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

19     Greenlee.

20               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Gym.

22               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

24     Johnson.

25               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.
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2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

3               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

5     O'Neill is voting nay.

6               Councilman Oh.

7               COUNCILMAN OH:  No.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

9     Parker.

10               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

12     Quinones-Sanchez.

13               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

15     Reynolds Brown.

16               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18     Squilla.

19               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

21     Taubenberger.

22               COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:  No.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

24     Clarke is voting aye.

25               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  I
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2     was already pre-recorded.  I'm voting

3     aye.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

5               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

6               The ayes are 14; the nays are

7     three.

8               (Applause.)

9               COUNCILMAN HENON:  We love the

10     excitement.  Thank you.  We just need it

11     recorded for the record.

12               The ayes are 14; the nays are

13     three.  A majority of all members having

14     voted in the affirmative, the bill

15     passes.

16               (Applause.)

17               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

18     would you please read our next bill.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Bill No.

20     180602 --

21               (Applause.)

22               COUNCILMAN HENON:  This bill

23     having been read on two different days,

24     the question now is shall the bill pass

25     finally.
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2               Clerk, we're going to start

3     this over.  Mr. Decker, would you please

4     read the title of Bill No. 180602.

5               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

6     authorizing the Commissioner of Public

7     Property to enter into a sublease

8     agreement with The Philadelphia Municipal

9     Authority, for use by the City, of a

10     portion of the premises located at 100

11     South Broad Street.

12               COUNCILMAN HENON:  This bill

13     having been read on two different days,

14     the question now is shall the bill pass

15     finally.

16               Chief, would you please read

17     the roll.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

19     Bass.

20               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

22     Blackwell.

23               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb.

25               COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Aye.



Stated Meeting
December 6, 2018

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 239

1         12/6/18 - STATED - 2ND READING

2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

3               COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

5     Greenlee.

6               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Gym.

8               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Aye.

9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

10               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

12     Johnson.

13               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

15               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

17     O'Neill is voting aye.

18               Councilman Oh.

19               COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

20               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

21     Parker.

22               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

24     Quinones-Sanchez.

25               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.
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2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

3     Reynolds Brown.

4               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

6     Squilla.

7               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

9     Taubenberger.

10               COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

12     Clarke is voting aye.

13               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes are

14     17; the nays are zero.  A majority of all

15     members having voted in the affirmative,

16     the bill passes.

17               Mr. Decker, would please read

18     the title of Bill No. 180906.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

20     authorizing the Commissioner of Public

21     Property to enter into a lease agreement

22     with John F. Kennedy Behavioral Health

23     Center, for use by the City of all or a

24     portion of the premises located at 112

25     North Broad Street.
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2               COUNCILMAN HENON:  This bill

3     having been read on two different days,

4     the question now, shall the bill pass

5     finally.

6               Mr. Decker, would you please

7     call the roll.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

9     Bass.

10               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

12     Blackwell.

13               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb.

15               COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

17               COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

19     Greenlee.

20               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Gym.

22               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman
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2     Johnson.

3               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

5               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

7     O'Neill is voting aye.

8               Councilman Oh.

9               COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

11     Parker.

12               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

14     Quinones-Sanchez.

15               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Reynolds Brown.

18               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20     Squilla.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

23     Taubenberger.

24               COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President
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2     Clarke is voting aye.

3               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes are

4     17; the nays are zero.  A majority of all

5     members having voted in the affirmative,

6     the bill passes.

7               Mr. Decker, would you please

8     read the title of Bill No. 180951.

9               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

10     authorizing the Commissioner of Public

11     Property and the Director of Commerce to

12     acquire an approximately 15-acre property

13     known as 501 Seminole Street, Lester,

14     Pennsylvania.

15               COUNCILMAN HENON:  This bill

16     having been read on two different days,

17     the question now, shall the bill pass

18     finally.

19               Mr. Decker, would you please

20     call the roll.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

22     Bass.

23               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

25     Blackwell.
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2               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb.

4               COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Aye.

5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

6               COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

8     Greenlee.

9               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Gym.

11               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

13               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

15     Johnson.

16               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

18               (No response.)

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20     O'Neill is voting aye.

21               Councilman Oh.

22               COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

24     Parker.

25               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Aye.
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2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

3     Quinones-Sanchez.

4               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

6     Reynolds Brown.

7               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

9     Squilla.

10               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

12     Taubenberger.

13               COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

15     Clarke is voting aye.

16               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Councilman

17     Jones.

18               COUNCILMAN JONES:  I apologize.

19     I'd like to be recorded as voting aye.

20               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes are

21     17; the nays are zero.  A majority of all

22     members having voted in the affirmative,

23     the bill passes.

24               Mr. Decker, would you please

25     read the title of Bill No. 180846.
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2               (Pause.)

3               COUNCILMAN HENON:  I got a

4     little jumpy and out of order.  Mr.

5     Decker, would you please read the title

6     of Bill No. 180939.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

8     amending Chapter 9-3900 of The

9     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Property

10     Licenses and Owner Accountability," to

11     modify application and notice

12     requirements, and penalties for

13     non-compliance.

14               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

15     recognizes Councilwoman Brown.

16               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

17     Mr. Chairman.  I ask that Bill 180939 be

18     amended.

19               (Duly seconded.)

20               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

21     moved and properly seconded that Bill No.

22     180939 be amended.

23               All those in favor signify by

24     saying aye.

25               (Aye.)
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2               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

3               (No response.)

4               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

5     have it.  Bill No. 180939 is amended.

6               Mr. Decker, would you please

7     read the title of Bill No. 180940.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

9     amending Chapter 19-2600 of The

10     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Business

11     Income and Receipts Taxes," to modify

12     application requirements for commercial

13     activity licenses.

14               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

15     again recognizes Councilwoman Blondell

16     Reynolds Brown.

17               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you

18     again, Mr. Chairman.  I move that Bill

19     No. 180940 be amended.

20               (Duly seconded.)

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  It has been

22     moved and properly seconded that Bill No.

23     180940 be amended.

24               All those in favor signify by

25     saying aye.
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2               (Aye.)

3               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Opposed?

4               (No response.)

5               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes

6     have it.  Bill No. 180940 amendment has

7     been adopted.

8               Mr. Decker, would you please

9     read the title of Bill No. 180846.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

11     amending Section 17-1305 of The

12     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Compensation

13     Required to be Paid to Employees" to

14     revise the compensation required to be

15     provided in connection with application

16     of the Philadelphia 21st Century Minimum

17     Wage Standard; and amending Section

18     19-2604 of the Code, entitled "Tax Rates,

19     Credits, and Alternative Tax

20     Computation," to make the wage rates

21     related to the tax credit for new job

22     creation consistent with Section 17-1305.

23               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The Chair

24     recognizes Councilman Squilla.

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,
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2     Mr. Chairman.  I too want to thank

3     Councilmember Goode for his leadership

4     and guidance through this struggle to get

5     to $15 an hour, and we really appreciate

6     all he has done for us here in the City

7     of Philadelphia.

8               I also want to thank POWER,

9     Unite Here, SEIU for what they have given

10     us to make sure that this happens.

11               (Applause.)

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  And

13     especially working with Deputy Mayor

14     Lazer as we codify this in the language

15     and to get this to end up becoming an

16     administrative bill.

17               So, I mean, this was a long

18     process, sort of like Curtis Jones had --

19     Councilman Jones had said, but it's very

20     rewarding when it comes to fruition.

21               So I want to thank them, and I

22     think at this point, we're ready for a

23     vote.

24               Thank you.

25               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,
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2     Councilman.

3               This bill having been read on

4     two different days, the question now is

5     shall the bill pass finally.

6               Mr. Decker, would you please

7     call the roll.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

9     Bass.

10               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

11               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

12     Blackwell.

13               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb.

15               COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

17               COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

18               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

19     Greenlee.

20               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Gym.

22               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Aye.

23               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

24               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman
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2     Johnson.

3               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

5               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

7     O'Neill is voting aye.

8               Councilman Oh.

9               COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

11     Parker.

12               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

14     Quinones-Sanchez.

15               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

17     Reynolds Brown.

18               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20     Squilla.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

23     Taubenberger.

24               COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President



Stated Meeting
December 6, 2018

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 252

1         12/6/18 - STATED - 2ND READING

2     Clarke is voting aye.

3               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes are

4     17; the nays are zero.

5               (Applause.)

6               COUNCILMAN HENON:  A majority

7     of members having voted in the

8     affirmative, Bill No. 180846 passes.

9               (Applause.)

10               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Mr. Decker,

11     would you please read the title of Bill

12     No. 180704.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

14     amending Chapter 17-1600 of The

15     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Economic

16     Opportunity Plans," by requiring the

17     Labor Standards Unit to monitor

18     contractors and enforce City contract

19     requirements for workforce diversity.

20               COUNCILMAN HENON:  This bill

21     having been read on two different days,

22     the question now is shall the bill pass

23     finally.

24               Clerk, would you please read

25     the roll.
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2               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

3     Bass.

4               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

6     Blackwell.

7               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb.

9               COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

11               COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13     Greenlee.

14               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Gym.

16               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

18               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

20     Johnson.

21               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

23               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25     O'Neill is voting aye.
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2               Councilman Oh.

3               COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

4               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

5     Parker.

6               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Aye.

7               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

8     Quinones-Sanchez.

9               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

11     Reynolds Brown.

12               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14     Squilla.

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

16               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

17     Taubenberger.

18               COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:  Aye.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

20     Clarke is voting aye.

21               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes are

22     17; the nays are zero.  A majority of all

23     members having voted in the affirmative,

24     the bill passes.

25               Mr. Decker, would you please
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2     read the title of Bill No. 180975.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

4     authorizing the City Commerce Department,

5     on behalf of the City of Philadelphia, to

6     enter into agreement with the

7     Philadelphia Authority for Industrial

8     Development and the Philadelphia

9     Convention and Visitors Bureau, both for

10     the purpose of hosting the Army-Navy

11     intercollegiate football game in certain

12     years.

13               COUNCILMAN HENON:  This bill

14     having been read on two different days,

15     the question now is shall the bill pass

16     finally.

17               Mr. Decker, would you please

18     call the roll.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

20     Bass.

21               COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

22               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

23     Blackwell.

24               COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:  Aye.

25               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb.
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2               COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Aye.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

4               COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

5               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

6     Greenlee.

7               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Aye.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Gym.

9               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Aye.

10               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

11               COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13     Johnson.

14               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

16               COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18     O'Neill is voting aye.

19               Councilman Oh.

20               COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

22     Parker.

23               COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Aye.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

25     Quinones-Sanchez.
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2               COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

4     Reynolds Brown.

5               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Aye.

6               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

7     Squilla.

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

9               CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10     Taubenberger.

11               COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER:  Aye.

12               CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

13     Clarke is voting aye.

14               COUNCILMAN HENON:  The ayes are

15     17; the nays are zero.  A majority of the

16     members having voted in the affirmative,

17     the bill passes.

18               Mr. Decker, are there any new

19     resolutions on today's Final Passage

20     Calendar?

21               CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

22     authorizing the Committee on the

23     Environment to hold public hearings to

24     assess the City of Philadelphia's

25     response to findings of the 2018 National
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2     Climate Assessment, introduced by

3     Councilwoman Reynolds Brown.

4               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The Chair

5     recognizes Councilwoman Reynolds Brown.

6               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you.

7     I move for the adoption.

8               (Duly seconded.)

9               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  It's been

10     moved and seconded.

11               All in favor of the resolution?

12               (Aye.)

13               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Opposed?

14               (No response.)

15               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Hearing

16     none, the resolution passes.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

18     authorizing the Committee on the

19     Environment to hold public hearings on

20     the Municipal Energy Master Plan and the

21     City's goal to transition to 100 percent

22     clean renewable energy for municipal

23     buildings by 2030, introduced by

24     Councilwoman Reynolds Brown.

25               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The Chair
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2     recognizes Councilwoman Reynolds Brown.

3               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you.

4     I move for the adoption.

5               (Duly seconded.)

6               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  It's been

7     moved and seconded.

8               All in favor?

9               (Aye.)

10               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Opposed?

11               (No response.)

12               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Hearing

13     none, the resolution passes.

14               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

15     authorizing the City Council's Committee

16     of the Whole to hold public hearings to

17     determine the condition of the City of

18     Philadelphia's infrastructure, to

19     identify the improvements and innovative

20     strategies needed to maintain and upgrade

21     that infrastructure to satisfactory

22     levels, and to determine the funding

23     currently available and additional

24     funding needed to ensure that the

25     infrastructure is capable of supporting
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2     the City's growing population, introduced

3     by Councilman Greenlee on behalf of

4     Council President Clarke.

5               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The Chair

6     recognizes Council President Clarke.

7               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8     Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I move that the

9     resolution be adopted.

10               (Duly seconded.)

11               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  It's been

12     moved and seconded.

13               All in favor?

14               (Aye.)

15               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Opposed?

16               (No response.)

17               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The

18     resolution is adopted.

19               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

20     honoring Odath Baker on his 102nd

21     birthday and congratulating him for his

22     stellar voting record, introduced by

23     Councilman Greenlee on behalf of Council

24     President Clarke.

25               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The Chair
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2     recognizes Council President Clarke.

3               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4     Thank you again, Mr. Chair.  I almost

5     forgot what I was supposed to do when I

6     sit down here.

7               I move for the adoption.

8               (Duly seconded.)

9               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  It's been

10     moved and seconded.

11               All in favor?

12               (Aye.)

13               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Opposed?

14               (No response.)

15               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Hearing

16     none, the resolution is adopted.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

18     authorizing the Committee on Legislative

19     Oversight to hold hearings to examine the

20     effectiveness of the Vacant Property

21     Review Committee in furthering the goals

22     of City land disposition policy, such as

23     by utilizing property appraisals,

24     formulating deed restrictions, and

25     enforcing such restrictions, introduced
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2     by Councilman Johnson.

3               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The Chair

4     recognizes Councilman Johnson.

5               COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

6     Mr. Chair.  I move for the adoption of

7     the resolution.

8               (Duly seconded.)

9               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  It's been

10     moved and seconded.

11               All in favor?

12               (Aye.)

13               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Opposed?

14               (No response.)

15               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The

16     resolution is adopted.

17               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

18     recognizing the Philadelphia Alumni

19     Chapter on the occasion of the 107th

20     annual Founders' Day of Kappa Alpha Psi

21     Fraternity, Incorporated, introduced by

22     Councilman Green.

23               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The Chair

24     recognizes Councilman Green.

25               COUNCILMAN GREEN:  No need to
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2     say anything additionally.  I move for

3     the adoption of the resolution.

4               (Duly seconded.)

5               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  It's been

6     moved and seconded.

7               All in favor of the resolution?

8               (Aye.)

9               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Opposed?

10               (No response.)

11               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Hearing

12     none, the resolution is adopted.

13               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

14     authorizing the Committee on

15     Transportation and Public Utilities to

16     conduct hearings regarding the

17     sustainability of the Philadelphia Gas

18     Works, introduced by Councilman Green.

19               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The Chair

20     recognizes Councilman Green.

21               COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

22     Mr. Chair.  This body has had a lot of

23     deliberation regarding the Philadelphia

24     Gas Works over the years.  I have been

25     intimately involved in a lot of those
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2     conversations as my role as Chair of the

3     Gas Commission and in my previous role as

4     Legislative Director for Councilwoman

5     Marian Tasco.  However, one aspect of

6     that conversation has not occurred and is

7     in reference to the issue of climate

8     change.

9               Although the Intergovernmental

10     Panel on Climate Change has talked about

11     the challenges that we have as a nation

12     and as a world in reference to making

13     changes regarding climate change and the

14     fact that we have a municipal gas entity

15     which is the largest municipal gas entity

16     in the nation, possibly the world, this

17     is a conversation that we need to have.

18     As we're moving forward with appliances

19     that are more and more energy efficient,

20     people are using less and less gas, and

21     as a result, we're going to have the

22     people that can least afford to pay will

23     be paying more and more in order to heat

24     and energize their home.

25               So we need to have this
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2     conversation.  This is the first step in

3     having a much longer and engaged

4     conversation and how we look at the

5     Philadelphia Gas Works and look at all

6     kinds of alternative concepts, like solar

7     or landfill gas or other opportunities,

8     to bring energy into our homes and

9     businesses throughout the City of

10     Philadelphia, but it's a conversation

11     that we need to start.

12               It's going to be a multi-phased

13     conversation, and that's something that's

14     needed, because if we do not have the

15     conversation now, we'll be at a point

16     where Philadelphia Gas Works will be in a

17     very untenable situation, and climate

18     change is something that we cannot

19     ignore.

20               So thank you.  I move for the

21     adoption of the resolution.

22               (Duly seconded.)

23               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  It's been

24     moved and seconded the adoption of the

25     resolution.
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2               All in favor?

3               (Aye.)

4               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Opposed?

5               (No response.)

6               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The

7     resolution is adopted.

8               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

9     declaring January 2019 as Economic

10     Mobility Action Month in the City of

11     Philadelphia, introduced by Councilwoman

12     Gym.

13               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The Chair

14     recognizes Councilwoman Gym.

15               COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you

16     very much, Mr. Chairman.  I move for the

17     adoption of the resolution.

18               (Duly seconded.)

19               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  It's been

20     moved and seconded.

21               All in favor?

22               (Aye.)

23               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Opposed?

24               (No response.)

25               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The
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2     resolution is adopted.

3               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

4     authorizing City Council's Committee on

5     Global Opportunities and the

6     Creative/Innovative Economy to hold

7     hearings on how hemp can spur economic

8     development in Philadelphia, introduced

9     by Councilman Oh.

10               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The Chair

11     recognizes Councilman Oh.

12               COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

13     much.  I move for the adoption of the

14     resolution.

15               (Duly seconded.)

16               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  It's been

17     moved and seconded.

18               All in favor?

19               (Aye.)

20               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Opposed?

21               (No response.)

22               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Hearing

23     none, the resolution is adopted.

24               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

25     recognizing and honoring Harvey Holiday
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2     on the occasion of his retirement after

3     extraordinary service as a Broadcaster of

4     nearly 30 years with WOGL and a

5     half-century in the broadcasting business

6     to the people of Philadelphia and beyond,

7     introduced by Councilman Oh.

8               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The Chair

9     recognizes Councilman Oh.

10               COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you.  I

11     move for the adoption of the resolution.

12               (Duly seconded.)

13               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  It's been

14     moved and seconded.

15               All in favor?

16               (Aye.)

17               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Opposed?

18               (No response.)

19               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The

20     resolution is adopted.

21               CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

22     recognizing and congratulating Laurin

23     Talese for winning the illustrious Sarah

24     Vaughan International Jazz Vocal

25     Competition, introduced by Councilman Oh.
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2               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The Chair

3     recognizes Councilman Oh.

4               COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you.  I

5     move for the adoption of the resolution.

6               (Duly seconded.)

7               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  It's been

8     moved and seconded.

9               All in favor?

10               (Aye.)

11               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Opposed?

12               (No response.)

13               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The

14     resolution is adopted.

15               CHIEF CLERK:  There are no

16     other resolutions on the Final Passage

17     Calendar, Mr. Chairman.

18               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

19     you, Mr. Decker.

20               That completes our Calendar for

21     today.

22               Are there any speeches on the

23     part of the minority?

24               (No response.)

25               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Are there
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2     any speeches on the part of the majority?

3               (No response.)

4               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  We are

5     all are tired today.  That's good.

6               Mr. President, you just look so

7     different down there, by the way.  I

8     don't know.

9               COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  You

10     know what, this is like cool.  There's

11     actually people down here to talk to.

12               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

13     you.

14               There being no speeches, the

15     Chair recognizes Councilwoman Reynolds

16     Brown for a motion to adjourn.

17               COUNCILWOMAN BROWN:  Thank you,

18     thank you, thank you.  I move that

19     Council stand adjourned until Thursday,

20     December 13th, 2018 at 10:00 a.m.

21               (Duly seconded.)

22               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  It's been

23     moved and seconded that Council stand

24     adjourned until Thursday, December 13th,

25     2018, 10:00 a.m.
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2               All in favor say aye.

3               (Aye.)

4               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Opposed?

5               (No response.)

6               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  The ayes

7     have it and the motion carries.

8               Thank you very much.

9               (Stated Meeting adjourned at

10     3:20 p.m.)

11                   - - -

12
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