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COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Good
afternoon, everyone. 1°d like to start
our Streets and Services hearing. A
quorum Is present and, Mr. McMonagle,
please call the title of the first bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 160615, an
ordinance authorizing the revision of
lines and grades on a portion of City
Plan No. 187 by striking from the City
Plan and vacating the legally open
portion of Edgemont Street from Butler
Street to a point approximately
three-hundred seventy-seven feet
northeastwardly therefrom, under certain
terms and conditions.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: For the
record, Bill No. 160615, 160870, and
160871 are being held to the call of the
sponsor. Thank you.

Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 160614, an
ordinance establishing a no truck parking

regulation on both sides of Edmund
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.
Street, from Bleigh Avenue to Cottman
Avenue.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Just state
your name for the record and proceed with
your testimony, Nick.

MR. CINCIRUK: Good morning,
Mr. Chairman and members of the
Committee. Thank you for the opportunity
to appear before you today. My name 1is
Nick Cinciruk, District Traffic Engineer
for the Department of Streets. |I"m here
today to offer testimony on Bill No.
160614.

This regulation was posted on
July 11, 2016 as a trial. We have not
received any complaints or concerns from
the residents. As such, the Department
of Streets has no objections to this
bill.

Thank you for the opportunity
to appear before you today. |1 would be

happy to answer any questions you may
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have at this time.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
for your testimony.

Are there any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, 1s there anybody else here to
testify on Bill No. 1606147

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 160866, an
ordinance establishing a no truck parking
regulation on both sides of Frankford
Avenue, from Knorr Street to Tyson
Avenue.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please
proceed.

MR. CINCIRUK: Good morning,
Mr. Chairman and members of the
Committee. Thank you for the opportunity
to appear before you today. My name 1is

Nick Cinciruk, District Traffic Engineer
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for the Department of Streets. |I"m here
today to offer testimony on Bill No.
160866 .

The Department of Streets has
no objections to this bill. We can have
the signs for this regulation posted
within 30 days.

Thank you for opportunity to
appear before you today. |1 would be
happy to answer any questions you may
have at this time.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: 1 just
have a quick question on truck parking
and 1 guess commercial truck parking on
the street. Are the signs necessary to
enforce the commercial truck parking on
any street without these signs?

MR. CINCIRUK: For no truck
parking any time, correct. For no truck
parking 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m., we do
have a blanket ordinance for residential
streets only, not for commercial streets.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: So any

residential street can be enforced for no
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truck parking from 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.
at any time?

MR. CINCIRUK: At any time,
yes, without the signs.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Without
the signs.

MR. CINCIRUK: Yes.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Councilman
Greenlee.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

I know there®s that law, but 1
understand the police®"s position has
always been like the signs have to be
posted so people know.

MR. CINCIRUK: Correct. That"s
what they tell me.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: So in
reality, the signs really have to be
posted for the street to be enforced. |Is
that a fair statement?

MR. CINCIRUK: For residential
streets after 6:00 p.m., the signs

technically do not have to be posted.
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COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:
Technically do not.

MR. CINCIRUK: Do not.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Reality
they do.

MR. CINCIRUK: We do post them
per request, yes.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: All
right.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Okay.
Thank you very much.

Are there any other questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: 1Is there
anyone else here to testify on Bill No.
1608667

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, thank you very much, Nick, for your
testimony.

Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 160896, an

ordinance authorizing the revision of
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lines and grades on a portion of City
Plan No. 16-S by striking from the City
Plan the southeasterly twenty-eight feet
wide unopened portion of Grays Ferry
Avenue from Carpenter Street to Kimball
Street and from Kimball Street to a point
approximately one-hundred sixty-eight
feet southwestwardly therefrom in order
to conform more closely with existing
conditions, under certain terms and
conditions.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Frank, 1f you want to start.
State your name and then proceed with
your testimony.

MR. MORELLI: Good afternoon,
Mr. Chairman and members of the
Committee. My name is Frank Morelli,
Survey Bureau Manager of the Department
of Streets. The Department of Streets
would like to offer the following
testimony on Bill No. 160896.
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This 1s not an Administration
ordinance, but an ordinance requested by
Mr. Peter Straus of Ruggiero Plante Land
Design representing Hightop Washington
LLC.
The purpose of this ordinance

IS to authorize the striking from the
City Plan of the southeasterly 28 feet
wide portion of Grays Ferry Avenue from
Carpenter Street to Kimball Street and
from Kimball Street to a point
approximately 168 feet southwestwardly
therefrom. The portions of Grays Ferry
Avenue proposed to be stricken are not
legally open and not paved, and the
Streets Department is not desirous of
opening and paving this section of Grays
Ferry Avenue to its full City Plan width.
The proposed lines of Grays Ferry Avenue
will more closely conform with the
existing conditions at this location.
This action has been requested by one of
the abutting property owners in order to

remove the unopened portion of the street
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as an encumbrance and allow this land
area to be consolidated with other
parcels in preparation for redevelopment.
This ordinance is supported by
the Department of Streets and is
recommended to your Committee for
favorable action.
MS. CHIU: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of Streets
and Services Committee. 1 am Sarah Chiu,
City Planner with the Philadelphia City
Planning Commission. 1"m here to testify
on Bill No. 160896, which was introduced
by Councilmember Johnson on October 13th,
2016.
The purpose of this ordinance
IS to strike a portion of Grays Ferry
Avenue to allow for the construction of
an 85-unit mixed-use
residential-commercial development to the
north of Washington Avenue. The portion
of Grays Ferry Avenue proposed is not
legally open, and it has long been

occupied by an existing warehouse
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structure and some residential
structures.

At 1ts meeting on November
15th, 2016, the Planning Commission
recommended that Bill No. 160896 be
approved.

This concludes my testimony. |
appreciate the opportunity to testify
before you today and would be pleased to
answer any questions you may have.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
for your testimony.

Are there any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, 1Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 1608967?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: For the
record, 1°"d just like to say that we have
Councilwoman Sanchez present, Councilman
Greenlee to my left, Councilwoman
Blackwell, Councilwoman Bass, Councilman
Oh.

Page 11

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Streets and Services
November 29, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.

Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 160950, an
ordinance authorizing the revision of
lines and grades on a portion of City
Plan No. 19-S by striking from the City
Plan and vacating Mifflin Street from
Swanson Street to Vandalia Street and
reserving and placing on the City Plan a
right-of-way for various utility
purposes, such as may be necessary,
within the lines of Mifflin Street being
stricken and authorizing acceptance of
the grant to the City of said
right-of-way, under certain terms and
conditions.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Before we start with your
testimony, 1 also wanted to note for the
record Councilman Taubenberger is present
for the hearing.

Please proceed.

MR. MORELLI: The Department of
Streets would like to offer the following
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testimony on Bill No. 160950.

This 1s not an Administration
ordinance, but an ordinance requested by
Mr. Brett Feldman representing Klehr
Harrison Harvey Branzburg.

The purpose of this ordinance
IS to authorize the striking from the
City Plan and vacating of Mifflin Street
from Swanson Street to Vandalia Street.
A right-of-way will be reserved for the
existing water, sewer, and gas and other
utility lines within the bed of Mifflin
Street which will remain in place. The
portion of Mifflin Street proposed to be
stricken extends to a physical dead end
and i1s little used by public traffic.
The purpose of this action i1s to allow
the abutting supermarket to utilize the
street bed area for loading and unloading
needs.

This ordinance is supported by
the Department of Streets and is
recommended to your Committee for

favorable action.
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MS. CHIU: 1I"m Sarah Chiu, City
Planner with the City Planning
Commission. 1°m here to testify on Bill
No. 160950, which was iIntroduced by
Councilmember Squilla on October 27th,
2016.

The purpose of this ordinance
IS to strike and vacate Mifflin Street
from Swanson to Vandalia Street and
reserve a utility right-of-way. The
portion of Mifflin Street has been
utilized primarily for the adjacent
grocery store®s loading function at the
Snyder Shopping Center. This action will
allow the shopping center to continue the
efforts to upgrade the plaza®s operation
and 1t will not impact traffic flow and
circulation in the immediate area.

At 1ts meeting on November
15th, 2016, the City Planning Commission
recommended that Bill No. 160950 be
approved.

And this concludes my

testimony.
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COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Are there any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, 1Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 1609507

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, thank you for your testimony.

Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 160970, an
ordinance authorizing the revision of
lines and grades on a portion of City
Plan No. 325 by relocating portions of
certain houselines and curblines i1n the
vicinity of the iIntersection of The
Roosevelt Boulevard, Solly Avenue, Holme
Avenue, and Poquessing Avenue, In order
to conform with the lines and conditions
established by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.

MR. MORELLI: The Department of
Streets would like to offer the following
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testimony on Bill No. 160970.

This 1s an Administration
ordinance requested by the Streets
Department.

The purpose of this ordinance
IS to authorize the relocating portions
of certain houselines and curblines iIn
the vicinity of the intersection of the
Roosevelt Boulevard, Solly Avenue, Holme
Avenue, and Poquessing Avenue, said
intersection also being commonly known as
Pennypack Circle. The Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation
has recently completed a project which
redesigned, reconstructed, and improved
City and State highways In this area.
The proposed action will revise the City
Plan to conform with the lines and
conditions established by the
Commonwealth.

This ordinance is supported by
the Department of Streets and is
recommended to your Committee for

favorable action.
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2 MS. CHIU: 1I"m Sarah Chiu, City
3 Planner with the Philadelphia City
4 Planning Commission. 1"m here to testify
5 on Bill No. 160970, which was introduced
6 by Councilmember Henon on November 3rd,
7 2016.
8 The purpose of this action 1i1s
9 to revise the houselines and curblines on
10 City Plan for the Roosevelt Boulevard at
11 Holme Avenue in order to conform with the
12 physical changes resulting from PennDOT"s
13 redesign and reconstruction at this
14 intersection.
15 At 1ts meeting on November
16 15th, 2016, the Planning Commission
17 recommended Bill No. 160970 be approved.
18 This concludes my testimony.
19 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
20 Are there any questions?
21 (No response.)
22 COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
23 none, 1Is there anyone else here to
24 testify on Bill No. 1609707
25 (No response.)
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COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, thank you for your testimony.
Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.
THE CLERK: Bill No. 160967, an
ordinance authorizing Hospitality 3,
L.L.C. to construct, own, and maintain
certain encroachments at the northwest
corner of Chestnut and 33rd Streets,
Philadelphia, PA 19104, all under certain
terms and conditions.
MS. CHIU: 1I"m Sarah Chiu, City
Planner with the Philadelphia City
Planning Commission. 1"m here to testify
on Bill No. 160967, which was introduced
by Councilmember Blackwell on November
3rd, 2016.
The purpose of this ordinance
IS to permit several right-of-way
encroachments at the northwest corner of
33rd Street and Chestnut Street. This
encroachments include wood and stone
planters to encroach 3 feet on the

northern footway of Chestnut Street, on
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the west footway of North 33rd Street.
Additionally, a sidewalk cafe seating
area and one metal fence will encroach
approximately 12 feet 5 inches on the
western footway of North 33rd Street.
These encroachments will leave a minimum
of 9 feet 5 inches on Chestnut Street and
13 feet of clear and unobstructed footway
on North 33rd Street, which meets the
minimum recommended walking zone width
per the Complete Street Policy.

Therefore, at i1ts meeting on
November 15th, 2016, the Planning
Commission recommended that Bill No.
160967 be approved as an i1tem In accord
with previous policy. And the Commission
further recommended the applicant to
continue to work with the Streets
Department to meet the Department®s
technical requirements.

This concludes my testimony.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Saint, please proceed.

MR. TORRENCE: Good morning,
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Chairman Squilla and members of the
Streets and Services Committee. My name
Is St. Martin Torrence and I"m the
Director of Legislative Affairs for the
Department of Streets. 1°m here to offer
testimony on Bill No. 160967.

This bill authorizes
Hospitality 3, L.L.C. to construct, own,
and maintain certain encroachments at the
northwest corner of Chestnut and 33rd
Streets, Philadelphia, PA 19104 as
follows:

Three 10 foot long 3 feet wide
by 2 feet high wood planter boxes located
from along the south property line of 20
to 40 South 33rd Street from a point 14
feet 10 i1nches west of the east property
line of 20 to 40 South 33rd Street
extending 34 feet 11 inches iInto the
north footway Into Chestnut Street, with
9 feet 5 iInches of clear, unobstructed
walkway remaining.

There®s more.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: That"s
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good. Very good. Thank you.

MR. TORRENCE: So 1t"s here
written.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: And you“re
supporting i1t?

MR. TORRENCE: Actually, the
Streets Department opposes a portion of
this encroachment. The railings that are
included 1n the encroachment description
are permanent in nature and cannot be
removed. They also are situated above
utilities.

Thank you for your time. This
concludes my testimony.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Okay.
Thank you very much.

Are there any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: 1 know,
Councilwoman Blackwell, you®re supportive
of this?

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL: Yes.
Yes. Yes. And I°d appreciate the

Committee would as well. Thank you,
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Mr. Chair.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 1609677

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 160999, an
ordinance authorizing the Trustees of the
University of Pennsylvania to construct,
own and maintain a building encroachment
at 1 Convention Avenue, Philadelphia, PA
19104, under certain terms and
conditions.

MS. CHIU: The Planning
Commission has not reviewed and
considered this bill yet. 1It"s scheduled
to consider i1t on December 15th at i1ts
meeting, so | don"t have testimony yet.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Saint, you"d like to proceed.

MR. TORRENCE: Good morning,

Chairman Squilla and members of the
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Streets and Services Committee. My name
Is St. Martin Torrence and I"m Director
of Legislative Affairs for the Department
of Streets. 1°m here to offer testimony
on Bill No. 160999.

This bill authorizes the
Trustees of the University of
Pennsylvania to construct, own and
maintain a building encroachment at 1
Convention Avenue, Philadelphia, PA
19104, under certain terms and conditions
as follows:

A building encroachment along
Convention Avenue from a point
approximately 120 feet east of the 34th
Street house line, extending 97 feet
southeast and approximately 8 feet over
the east footway of Convention Avenue.
The encroachment will have a 20 foot
clearance above said footway and extend
to a height of approximately 257 feet
above the said footway.

The Streets Department does not

oppose this encroachment.
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Thank you for your time. This
concludes my testimony.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
for your testimony.

Are there any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, 1Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 1609997

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:

Mr. Chairman, we support this bill as
well.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you,
Councilwoman Blackwell.

Anybody else here to testify?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, 1°d like to recognize Councilman
Taubenberger just for a special
announcement.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. 1 just want to

acknowledge to my colleagues and to
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Philadelphia as a whole the presence of
Ursula Vagner (ph). She is a
representative of the Mayor of the City
of Nuremberg. She is here because of our
Christmas Village. They had their
celebration opening on Sunday and they
played a big part of 1t. 1t all is about
international relations.

And thank you very much,

Ms. Vagner, for being present.

(Applause.)

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: Mr.
Chairman, thank you very much.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you,
Councilman.

It"s a great honor to have you
here and celebrate the great Christmas
Village around City Hall this year. It"s
a great spectacle. If you haven®t seen
it, check i1t out on your way out.

Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 161000, an

ordinance authorizing the Trustees of the
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.
University of Pennsylvania to construct,
own and maintain a sign encroachment at
3220-60 South Street, Philadelphia, PA
19104, all under certain terms and
conditions.

MR. TORRENCE: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of the
Streets and Services Committee. My name
Is St. Martin Torrence. |I"m the Director
of Legislative Affairs for the Department
of Streets. 1°m here to offer testimony
on Bill No. 160999.

This bill authorizes the
Trustees of the University of
Pennsylvania to construct, own and
maintain a sign encroachment at 3220 to
60 South Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104,
under certain terms and conditions.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Hold on
one second.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: You gave
999 testimony we have. 1 think this was
161000.

MR. TORRENCE: [I"m sorry.
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: You could
just start from the beginning. Do you
have 1610007

Sarah, do you want to start
with your testimony?

MR. TORRENCE: I got it. I™m
sorry.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: You got
1t? Okay.

MR. TORRENCE: 1"m here to
offer testimony on Bill No. 161000.

This bill authorizes the
Trustees of the University of
Pennsylvania to construct, own and
maintain a sign encroachment at 3220 to
60 South Street, Philadelphia, PA 19104,
under certain terms and conditions as
follows:

Three sign encroachments each 7
feet height by 1 foot by 2 inches wide by
three-quarters diameter.

Sign 1: At a point in the
south footway of South Street

approximately 137 feet 8 iInches east of
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.
the east curbline of 33rd Street and 14
feet 1 inch off the south curbline of
South Street.

Sign 2: At a point in the
south footway of South Street
approximately 337 feet 9 iInches east of
the east curbline of 33rd Street and 14
feet off the south curbline of South
Street.

Sign 3: At a point in the
south footway of South Street
approximately 517 feet 5 Inches east of
the east curbline of 33rd Street and 13
feet 10 inches off of the south curbline
of South Street.

The Streets Department does not
oppose this encroachment.

Thank you for your time. This
concludes my testimony.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Sarah.

MS. CHIU: The Planning
Commission has not had opportunity to

review this ordinance yet. It"s
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scheduled at its meeting on December
15th.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
Just state your name again.

MS. CHIU: Sarah Chiu, City
Planning Commission.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
very much.

Are there any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILWOMAN BLACKWELL:

Mr. Chairman, we support this as well.
This 1s at 34th Street, which Is mine.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
very much, Councilwoman.

Any other questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, anyone else here to testify on
1610007

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

title of the next bill.
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THE CLERK: Bill No. 161008, an
ordinance authorizing the Pennsylvania
Horticultural Society to construct, own
and maintain pedestrian enhancement
encroachments at 122-138 Wyoming Avenue,
Philadelphia, PA 19140, all under certain
terms and conditions.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please
proceed.

MR. TORRENCE: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of the
Streets and Services Committee. My name
Is St. Martin Torrence and I"m the
Director of Legislative Affairs for the
Department of Streets. 1°m here to offer
testimony on Bill No. 161008.

This bill authorizes
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society to
construct, own and maintain pedestrian
enhancement encroachments at 122 to 138
Wyoming Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19140,
under certain terms and conditions as
follows:

Encroachment description: Two
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.
benches, one flagpole, and an existing
monument In a traffic triangle bounded by
Mascher Street, Rising Sun Avenue, and
Wyoming Avenue.

The Streets Department does not
oppose this encroachment.

Thank you for your time. This
concludes my testimony.

MS. CHIU: 1I"m Sarah Chiu with
the City Planning Commission.

The Planning Commission has not
had opportunity to review this ordinance
yet. It"s scheduled at 1ts meeting on
December 15th.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
very much.

Are there any questions?

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: 1 have a
technical question, because | know we
need the Planning Commission approval.
This 1s the Veterans Memorial that we are
sprucing up on Front and Wyoming. Our
last Council session i1s what day?

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: December
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.
8th.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: December
8th. So, therefore, it 1s your
expectation that we not pass it before
December 8th?

MS. CHIU: 1 think staff will
recommend approval at a staff level.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: 1 just
want to make sure we follow the
protocols, because there are permitting
Issues related to the work and the
construction of the project.

MS. CHIU: Right. 1I™m
expecting i1t to get approved. 1 have not
seen any opposition.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Okay.
Can you at least for the record just --
again, because they"re going to get
permits on construction. Can we get a
letter 1T and when the staff i1s at least
recommending approval to the Planning
Commission? 1 don"t want to get into any
technicalities on the project.

MS. CHIU: Yeah. 1 think I can
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send a letter 1n after this, yeah.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: 1 just
want to make sure we"re following --
because normally we have to wait for
Planning to do final approval, but
because of our schedule.

MS. CHIU: Correct.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Thank
you. Thank you very much.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any other
questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, 1Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 1610087

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 161016, an
ordinance legalizing existing building
and bay encroachments at 110, 112 and 114
Olive Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123,

under certain terms and conditions.
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COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Please
proceed.

MR. TORRENCE: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of the
Streets and Services Committee. My name
Is St. Martin Torrence. |I"m the Director
of Legislative Affairs for the Department
of Streets. 1°m here to offer testimony
on Bill No. 161016.

This bill legalizes existing
building and bay encroachments at 110,
112 and 114 Olive Street, Philadelphia,
PA 19123, under certain terms and
conditions as follows:

110 Olive Street: A bay window
from the west property line at 110 Olive
Street extending to a point approximately
13 feet east and 1 foot 9 iInches over the
south footway of Olive Street. The
encroachment has a 9 foot clearance above
said footway.

A building encroachment bounded
by the west property line and the east
property line of 110 Olive Street
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.

extending approximately 5 inches iInto the
south footway of Olive Street.

They"re quick.

112 Olive Street: A bay window
from the east property line of 112 Olive
Street extending to a point approximately
13 feet 2 inches west and 1 foot 9 inches
over the south footway of Olive Street.
The encroachment has a 9 foot clearance
above the said footway.

A building encroachment bounded
by the west property line and the east
property line of 112 Olive Street
extending approximately 5 inches iInto the
south footway of Olive Street.

114 Olive Street: A bay window
from approximately 2 feet 6 iInches east
of the west property line of 114 Olive
Street extending to a point approximately
10 feet 4 inches east and 1 foot 9 inches
over the south footway of Olive Street.
The encroachment has a 9 foot clearance
above the said footway.

The Streets Departments opposes
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.
the encroachment, as i1t would set a
precedent for the area.

Thank you for your time. This
concludes my testimony.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Sarah.

MS. CHIU: [I"m Sarah Chiu with
the City Planning Commission. The
Planning Commission again has not had
opportunity to review this ordinance yet.
So 1t will come up for recommendation
after i1ts meeting on December 15th.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
very much.

Are there any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, 1Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 1610167

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 161017, an
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.
ordinance authorizing Second and Race
Streets, LP to construct, own and
maintain various pedestrian enhancement
encroachments at 205 Race Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19106, under certain
terms and conditions.

MR. TORRENCE: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and members of the
Streets and Services Committee. My name
Is St. Martin Torrence. |I"m the Director
of Legislative Affairs for the Department
of Streets. 1°m here to offer testimony
on Bill No. 161017.

This bill authorizes Second and
Race Streets, LP to construct, own and
maintain various pedestrian enhancement
encroachments at 205 Race Street,
Philadelphia, PA 19106, under certain
terms and conditions.

The Streets Department does not
oppose this encroachment as submitted in
my testimony.

Thank you for your time. This

concludes my testimony.
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you,
St. Martin. We have your testimony for
the record and 1t will be noted.

Please proceed, Sarah.

MS. CHIU: [I"m Sarah Chiu with
the City Planning Commission. The
Planning Commission has not had
opportunity to review this ordinance yet.
The recommendation will come out after
Its meeting on December 15th.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
very much.

Are there any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, 1Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 1610177

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, thank you for your testimony.

Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 160948, an

ordinance amending Section 9-205 of The
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.
Philadelphia Code, entitled "Sidewalk
Sales," by prohibiting vending on both
sides of the 200-400 block of West
Allegheny Avenue between North 2nd Street
and North 5th Street, all under certain
terms and conditions.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:
Councilman, I"m going to ask that the
folks who are going to testify after
Rebecca come to the front so that she can
translate for them as they“"re going.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

MS. SWANSON: Do you want them
to go~?

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: No. You
can be there too. 1 just want to make
sure that they get instant translation to
what you"re saying.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Rebecca,
you could start first before then, and
then when they®"re testifying, we"ll get
translation for them.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Yeah.
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.
Blanca i1s going to translate as you"re
speaking, but I want them to understand
what you"re saying.

MS. SWANSON: That"s fine.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
Rebecca, just state your name for the
record and then proceed with your
testimony.

MS. SWANSON: Okay. Good
afternoon, Chairman Squilla and members
of the Committee on Streets and Services.
My name i1s Rebecca Swanson. 1°m Director
of Planning for the Department of
Licenses and Inspections. Today I"m here
to provide testimony on Bill No. 160948,
which, 1f enacted, will amend Section
9-205 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled
"Stdewalk Sales."

The bill prohibits sidewalk
vending on both sides of West Allegheny
Avenue between 2nd Street and 5th Street.
The Department has no objection to this
bill and 1s prepared to enforce its

provisions should i1t become law.
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.

Thank you for the opportunity
to provide the Department®s testimony.
I*"m happy to answer any questions.

We also understand that the
bill may be amended. We haven®t gotten a
chance to review the amendments, but 1™m
sure 1t will be no problem at all for us
to enforce whatever the amended locations
are.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Thank
you.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
very much for your testimony.

Please proceed.

MS. HERRERA (through
translator): Good morning. 1 am a
little bit sick, so | hope you understand
me. My name iIs Teresa Herrera. 1 am a
member of Visitation Church. 1 am also a
leader of New Sanctuary Movement and also
I am the owner of a food truck called Mix
Taquito Poblana (ph) in 401 Allegheny
Avenue.

I come here today in front of
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.

you with a petition about the proposal
that i1s going to affect the people who
are selling between the street 2nd and
5th over Allegheny Avenue. | also wanted
to point out that I learn about this bill
because someone gave me a letter. So for
me 1t i1s Impossible to understand that
there are decisions being taken without
taking Into consideration the people who
are affected by this. That"s why I would
like that all of you support people who
work honestly to earn their daily bread.

For me, 1t"s unjust that you
all support the big businesses and to us
that are small businesses are blocking us
to move forward and removing us from
doing our business. | know that all of
this bill and all of your say and that
you are supporting the economy, but my
question is, economy for who? Because it
seems that the laws are benefiting and
protecting the ones who are bigger, the
ones who are up. And then the small

businesses, the people who are working
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.
really hard to survive, we are all also
children of God and we also deserve the
same opportunities.

For example, 1 have paid all
the licenses and all the fees to have my
business. 1 also pay taxes even though
before the project was planning to open.
And I know I cannot compete with this big
businesses, because my food truck is in
small car that is for hot dogs, but I
sell Mexican food.

Today I"m asking all of you to
put yourself In my shoes, and us as
immigrants, we sacrifice a lot, and also
as human beings, we give everything and
it"s really hard when we lack food to eat
or when we lack roof to have over our
shoulders. We don®"t receive any economy
help from the government, and with our
really hard work, we also support the
economy of the City.

We are also committed and we
also have a dream to serve the community,

and that"s something that satisfies me.
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.

You have no i1dea the sacrifices
that 1 have to do to establish my
business 1In that place, because 1 used to
sell 1n a shopping cart, and my husband
and 1 were attacked violently for racism
and drug addiction for people who wanted
to hurt and like people who are damaging
to society.

My husband and I, we don"t
damage anybody iIn looking for our daily
bread. We also are contributing to the
economy and to the community. In my
opinion, 1 think that legislators should
focus 1n dealing with crimes, the drugs,
the trash that i1s -- 1t"s like a lot of
trash 1n our neighborhood, and all of the
things that are damaging to society, and
where our businesses are, there i1s a lot
of crime and that sort of thing.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Chaos.

THE TRANSLATOR: Chaos, yes,
thanks.

MS. HERRERA (through

translator): And I am also asking for
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.
you to think about others as hard-working
people, because where we are right now,
1t was like all trash around and now I1t"s
very clean.

Also like my petition today is
for all of you to let me stay with my
business In the place that I am
established right now, where 1 have all
my clients already. My business name is
called Mix Taquito Poblana and i1t 1s
located at 401 West Allegheny Avenue
between streets 3 and 4.

I pray to God that all of you
can think about there®s a lot more people
that are going through this that are
trying to survive, and | ask God to bless
all of you.

Thank you for letting me speak.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
for your testimony.

Did you want to bring the
next --

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: No.

Is he going to do an individual
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testimony? Are they married?

THE INTERPRETER: Yes.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: If he
has i1t 1n writing, we"ll put 1t on the
record, because we have to move on
because we have another hearing.

I just want to -- because |
think 1t"s important. The reason | asked
the Committee to indulge this iIs that
culturally in the 7th Councilmanic
District, we have a lot of vending
Issues. You can probably see a shish
kabob place i1n every corner. And I%"ve
never removed a vendor, because | do
believe that people have the right to
earn their money, but 1t"s taken us eight
years to create a shopping center that"s
going to bring 150 jobs to the
neighborhood, and that is important. And
traditionally when these shopping centers
go in and you"re trying to draw
restaurants, people don®"t want competing
vendors on the street. And so this is

going to be a tension that as we bring
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.

supermarkets and other things into the
neighborhood, this Committee is going to
hear over and over again. And one of the
Issues we have i1s enforcement, and I
think the Department of Licenses and
Inspection will say we"ve never called
them to remove people. We should, and at
some point, we are, because there are no
rules of vending really. We are actually
the district with the least restrictions
around vending.

And I have a map that 1 want to
share with the vendor, because 1 think
It"s 1mportant, and I wanted to use this
case because 1 need good vendors like her
who have a license, who take care of
their vending location. We need more of
them. We don"t have a lot of them. And
for that reason, we are going to submit
an amendment that will allow her to vend
on a smaller portion of this street and
we" 1l move her about 50 feet from her
current location so that we can

accommodate the shopping mall and not
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11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.
move her too far from where her clientele
iIS.

But 1 need her and others like
her to understand that we want vendors to
come forward and legitimize their
businesses and we need more people like
her, but at the same time, I need the
shopping center and the hundreds of jobs
that 1t"s taken me years to create there,
and hopefully we will work through that.

I appreciate what you do in the
community and the work that you do in New
Sanctuary. Okay?

Thank you. And, therefore,
111 ask the Committee to accept the
amendment. I1t"s only a small restricted
area.

Andre, can you share this map
with them.

I want folks -- we"ll share the
map with you of our intended amendment,
and | thank License and Inspection for
working with us.

MS. SWANSON: Of course.
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COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
for your testimony.

Are there any other questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, 1Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 1609487

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 160682, an
ordinance amending Section 9-605 of The
Philadelphia Code, entitled "Towing," by
adding a requirement that an illegally
parked vehicle be ticketed prior to its
towing from a private parking lot,
private property, or driveway, except for
hospital premises, under certain terms
and conditions.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Is there anyone here from the
City?

THE CLERK: Captain Francis
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Healy.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Take your
time, Fran. Just state your name for the
record and then proceed with your
testimony when you®re ready.

CAPTAIN HEALY: Good afternoon,
Chairman Squilla and Vice Chair
Quinones-Sanchez and other members of the
Committee on Streets. My name 1s Francis
Healy and 1°"m here as Special Advisor to
the Police Commissioner and on behalf of
the Commissioner. Thank you for allowing
the Police Department to voice its
opinion regarding Bill No. 160682.

The i1ssue of i1llegally towed
vehicles from driveways and private
property remains, despite the most recent
legislation, a pervasive problem
throughout the City. Allowing private
towers to be judge, jury, and executioner
with regards to what i1s and what i1s not

an 1llegally parked vehicle clearly does
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not work. Permitting those individuals
who will financially gain from these
decisions has proven problematic. While
not all towers participate in i1llegal
activity, the minority that do have, 1iIn
the process, undermined the entire
reputation of the private towing industry
and have irreparably harmed thousands of
innocent people throughout the City.

We have received complaints of
no parking signs being posted after a car
has been legally parked on private
property. We have even received
complaints of cars actually being moved
or pushed Into parking areas -- unlawful
parking areas that require photographs to
be taken. Clearly, the current
ordinance, while well intentioned, has
been 1neffective.

Previously, prior to towing any
vehicle from a private driveway or
private property, a law enforcement
officer was required to issue a parking

ticket before i1t could be towed. This
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allowed a professional, neutral third
party to evaluate whether a vehicle was
in fact i1llegally parked and should be
towed. This system worked and the
complaints of i1llegally towed vehicles
decreased dramatically. This 1is
obviously an additional burden to the
Police Department, but one that falls
squarely 1n our mission to protect and
serve the citizens of Philadelphia from
crime and the fear of crime.

While the Police Department
supports this provision, we would
respectfully request that this Committee
recognize the practicality of
enforcement. Please be advised that
parts of the City are plagued with
different i1ssues. Some sections are more
concerned with illegal parking in
driveways while others are concerned more
about private parking lots. That said,
overly complicating the legislation with
exemptions, exclusions or stipulations

makes i1t incredibly difficult, if not
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impossible, for responding officers to
fairly and equitably enforce. Therefore,
I1"d ask you please keep this In mind.

Next, as Councilmembers are
aware, the Philadelphia Police Department
has had in effect a Recovered Stolen Auto
Program for well over 15 years. For
those that may not be aware, towers apply
to be a part of this program, and when a
stolen vehicle i1s recovered by the
police, a tower is dispatched from a
rotational list and towed to a safe
location. This is an excellent program
which avoids these cars from being
vandalized or re-stolen, which 1s what we
had problems with historically.

Nonetheless, several years ago
an amendment was made to the towing
ordinance which allowed -- or carved out
an exception, which allowed owners of the
stolen vehicle to reclaim the car at the
scene for up to 24 hours. While the
intent behind this amendment is

admirable, 1t did compromise a very
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effective system designed to protect
private property. Technically, by the
language of the ordinance, the police are
to leave a stolen auto where they found
It and notify the owner to reclaim iIt.
After 24 hours or unless the owner
requests sooner, only then can the
Recovered Stolen Auto Program be
activated and the car towed to a private
safe location. |If this were to occur,
this property would be left unsecured for
approximately 24 hours and would
undoubtedly be vandalized and re-stolen
and we"d be back to square one.

Consequently, the Philadelphia
Police Department created a work-around,
but this work-around had adversely
impacted the towers who volunteer for
this program. To protect private
property but still comply with the
essence of the law, we currently tow all
recovered stolen autos. They are placed
In a secure lot, and the owners are

notified immediately. However, should
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the owners reclaim the vehicle within 24
hours, all towing and storage fees are
waived. This i1s a risk all towers who
volunteer for the Recovered Stolen Auto
Program must face as a result of the
amendments made to this ordinance. This
iIs the lesser of two evils, but it has
worked.

I am very happy to see that
Bill No. 160682, as 1t"s proposed to be
amended, has removed the 24-hour notice
requirement. While I understand the
intent of the previous amendment was to
allow victims to recover stolen cars
without any costs, nevertheless, the
unintended consequences have been
dramatic.

For these reasons, Philadelphia
Police Department supports Bill 160682 as
amended.

This concludes my testimony.
1*d be happy to answer any questions.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

As we went back to this,
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originally we needed to ticket the cars
before we would have to tow them and then
we went into the picture taking mode and
then we realized that that wouldn®t
happen. Knowing to wait for a police
officer sometimes to ticket a car before
It gets towed can be a while.

CAPTAIN HEALY: Yes.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Is there
any other recommendation that the police
would have as far as --

CAPTAIN HEALY: Well, 1 think
the Committee should be very clear that
iIt"s a law enforcement officer. So i1t"s
not just Philadelphia police officers
that can write parking tickets. There®s
a wide range of law enforcement officers
in Philadelphia that can write a parking
ticket.

I do understand this i1s more
burdensome on the towers and i1t"s also
more burdensome on the Police Department.
We are obviously short personnel, but we

agree that there®s too much basically
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inappropriate or i1llegal, actually
outright illegal, behavior being done by
towers. Not all towers, by any stretch.
It"s a very small segment, but
nonetheless, they paint the rest of them
in a very bad light. So as a result,
many of these vehicles are being removed
to locations and pictures are being
taken, so they have the required
photograph, but there®s no indication and
nobody else has been there to confirm
that these cars were 1In fact legitimately
towed. So we"re going back two steps
with the ticket to tow, but we honestly
believe that"s iIn the best iInterest of
the consumers from Philadelphia. Like I
said, our jobs are protect and serve, and
regrettably, like | said, this i1s
something we have to undertake, the
Police Department. We®"ll do our best to
be there as quickly as possible, but,
yes, we"re not going to be there in five
minutes for most cases, no.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Can we
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give the authority to the Parking
Authority to --

CAPTAIN HEALY: Parking
Authority has the authority now to iIssue
parking tickets.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: I know in
certain areas where there®s no
regulations, usually the Parking
Authority cannot issue a ticket.

CAPTAIN HEALY: 1 think on
private property, but 1 do believe I1t"s
blocking a driveway, | believe they would
be authorized.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Wwell,
maybe that®"s something we could look
into, because 1t might be a direct
contact that maybe the towers could get
with the Parking Authority to issue --
they like 1ssuing tickets. We know that.
So maybe there®s some way that we could
work with the towing companies to have a
direct line to the Parking Authority. It
may make i1t easier for them to come

there.
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CAPTAIN HEALY: 1 think 1t"s
worth a discussion with them to see what
their authorities are and what they are
willing and capable to handle. They"re
not a 24/7 hour operation. So a lot of
the 3 o"clock 1In the morning calls will
come to the Police Department or it can
come to a university police department,
SEPTA Police Department, whatever the
case may be, but there"s a lot of other
law enforcement agencies in Philadelphia
that can issue parking tickets.
COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Okay.
Thank you very much.
Councilwoman Sanchez.
COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Yeah. 1
just want to add, at that point years ago
Councilman Kenney, who worked on this
bill, and 1 went back and forth, and I1t"s
unfortunate that we had to get here, but
I think that what we have i1s people
stealing cars and 1t is really, really
rogue. And while I*11 let the

Administration speak to some of the steps
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we want to take moving forward, 1 think
while we wanted to wait, we can"t wait,
because every day we"re getting a call of
a situation. And, again, as legislators,
we"re always legislating trying to catch
the bad, and the good get caught up kind
of in the middle. But when we"re talking
about a valuable asset like a car and
folks not abiding by our laws about
having credit card availability and
everything else, 1t"s really out of hand.
And when you look at how some of the
folks 1n this i1ndustry target commercial
areas, restaurant areas where our
tourists and other people are coming.
One of the triggers for me was someone
targeting a particular establishment, and
they knew when their customers came and
they just targeted, and as much as we
asked them to stop, they just wouldn®t,
and they didn"t have the authority to tow
from there.

So this 1s a consumer piece for

us and, again, we"ll work with the
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Administration. The Councilman was one
that really tried to find an answer over
his 20 years here in Council on this, and
we" 1l continue to work with the
Administration. [1"11 let them come
forward and speak to how we"re going to
move forward long term, but short term we
can"t afford to have people losing their
cars.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any other
questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Mr. McMonagle, do you want to
read the people who are going to testify.

Thank you, Fran, for your
testimony.

Mr. McMonagle, please read the
next panel.

THE CLERK: The next panel will
be Jana Tidwell from AAA Mid-Atlantic and
Nathan Buurma from the Manufacturers
Insurance Company.

No?
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Just Jana Tidwell from AAA
Mid-Atlantic.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Just state
your name for the record and proceed with
your testimony.

Fran, 1T you could hang out.

CAPTAIN HEALY: We"re a
different bill?

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: No. This
iIs the same bill. Same bill.

THE CLERK: I"m sorry for the
confusion. Could we have Mr. Robert
Price, John Leatherberry.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

MR. PRICE: Thank you,

Mr. Chairman, members of the Committee.
I"m a semi-retired lawyer. 1"m here
representing nobody but myself and in
support of Councilwoman®s ticket before
tow bill, because | was a victim of what
I consider a scam run by George Smith
Company .

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Before you
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continue, just state your name again for
the record.

MR. PRICE: Robert Price,
Robert S. Price, a retired lawyer.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

MR. PRICE: And 1 have, again,
no client but me, and I"m i1in support of
Councilwoman®s bill, which 1 think will
put an end to what | consider a fake
driveway scam, which benefited only
George Smith Company and served no public
purpose.

On the east side of Broad
Street, south of Washington Avenue and
north of Ellsworth, there is a demolished
building which once had a driveway iIn
front of 1t. You can see occasional
Tlecks of yellow paint where 40 years ago
there was a driveway.

There 1s no way -- to get onto
the property, you®"d have to go through a
chain link fence, and on the other side
of the chain link fence now Is an

abandoned lot, which maybe some day we"ll
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have something built, but there"s nothing
there that could possibly be a driveway.

I went to the Broad Street
Diner on a Sunday morning to have
breakfast, and 45 minutes later my car
was gone. When 1 went to the police to
report a stolen car three blocks away --
there was a station, | walked over
there -- they laughed. They said, Oh,
you"re one of the people who got caught
in that trap. No dice. 1 filed a
complaint, but they said nothing will
come of 1t.

IT you pass this ordinance,
there 1s no question you will put an end
to George Smith"s enrichment scheme.

Thank you, sir.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
so much for your testimony. And 1
remember seeing that on the news. So we
appreciate you coming up here and
testifying.

MR. PRICE: Thank you.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
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Please proceed. State your
name for the record and then start with
your testimony.

MR. LEATHERBERRY: Yes. 1 had
some dental work done.

My name i1s John Leatherberry
and 1"m testifying on the behalf of the
bill that the Councilwoman had placed in,
and 1 think 1t"s a very good bill. And,
you know, these towing guys are really
out of control, and I am a victim too by
the Lew Blum Towing Service, which has
some of the same practice, and I was —-- |
don"t want to put In the exact address
because of the fact that I would like to
see more investigation of some of the
things that they do. And where they
towed my car from, 1 go past every day
and 1t"s the same location that they
towed 1t from, there®"s other cars there
each and every day that are not being
towed. When I leave 1In the morning, when
I come back, the car is still there. And

the property i1tself does not have a sign
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for street tow-away, and that"s where |
was, on the street, and the sign that
they posted is on the building. And I
had talked to the owner of the building,
and he said he had no such knowledge of
ever having anybody towed off of his
property. But my particular car was
towed, and 1 think it"s time that this
need to come to an end.

The politics that the owners
are using and the tactic that they teach
their drivers are very gangster-like and
criminal-minded, as I might say.

But 1 have to agree with the
gentleman from the Commissioner®s office,
the Police Commissioner office, which I
am at the 16th District, I am the
Advisory Council person there. |1 am the
Chair, and we have a lot of complaints
come In. And 1 think 1f the Councilwoman
would check with a lot of these
districts, she would get a lot more
understanding of how this practice 1is

being done and how many people are
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dissatisftied with the towing services.

And I think the other thing is
that 1T you don"t pass the bill on the
behalf of the public, then there's a
mischaracter of justice. And this has
long term been going on, and both towing
service that has been mentioned so far
iIs —- | have known over 45 years of the
older generation, and I think they might
be family members that was created some
50, 60 years ago.

And 1 thank you for this
opportunity and ask that you pass the
bill to support the Councilwoman,
everyone at this -- at your Council.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
so much for your testimony.

And before we go on, the
Finance Committee is right after this
hearing. We will be breaking into a
committee for a vote and then we"ll start
the Finance Committee right up after
this. So there®s one more bill and then

we"ll go 1Into the Finance Committee
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hearing.

State your name for the record.

MR. LOCKETT: My name is Philip
Lockett and 1 want to thank you for
having this hearing this morning and
giving us a chance to enlighten this
program about this towing.

I too was a victim at Broad and
Cecil B. Moore in the parking lot behind
the Pearl Movie, where they had a
spotter. |1 parked the truck there
because 1"m meeting (unintelligible) for
a pickup. She was supposed to have been
at Broad and Cecil B. Moore. She wasn"t
there. | turned around and came right
back, and that fast they had my car up on
the tow.

Now, the Temple students that
park next to me went to the bank to get
money for the kiosk, $3. They never came
back, but my car was towed. So that
process and the way they doing i1t, you
got spotters in the parking lot. You

don"t know. You there for a pickup. He
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don"t know, but he can profile.

So they got too much power, and
they"re doing anything and everything
they can to make the profit, and they“re
really gouging the poor people of
Philadelphia, the people that frequent
Temple University. 1 even got a traffic
ticket that they threw out. And 1 asked
them, Why was you giving me a ticket when
I was only here for a pickup? Because
that"s what we do In that area. There"s
no parking between the buildings, the
housing, the shops. The parking lot is
the only place you can park unless you
going to double-park. So for George
Smith Towing Company to have a spotter in
the parking lot and we don®"t know,
they"re taking advantage of the 15-minute
grace period you have when you park in a
parking lot. You have the right to go to
the bank to get money to put in the
kiosk. They give you a 15-minute grace
period, and these guys with the

profiling, they can take your car or not,
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like they did mine. | went to the corner
and came back one minute and a half and
they was up on the tow. 1 had to stand
in the middle of the parking lot and jump
on his hood, because he was going to take
my car off that lot, and God knows where
he was going to strip it at and then call
It in. So for an hour and a half, we was
arguing back and forth.

My car got damaged, because |
was going crazy, because he was taking my
livelithood. And 1 asked for a Philly PD
supervisor. After an hour and a half,
one came. He asked the tow truck driver
one question: Did you call 1t in? And
the tow truck driver said no, he didn"t,
and he had to give me back my car. To
me, that was grand theft auto i1f I didn"t
come back In time.

These guys got too much power.
We need to work it some more so that the
people can come to this great city. And
when the schools graduated this year at

the Liacouras Center and all around
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Temple University, Joe Smith Towing had a
field day. |1 mean, you know, you don"t
do that to Philadelphia. | mean, 1f
somebody bad, get them, but you don"t
have to break the law to enforce the law.

And I want to thank you again
for having this hearing so that we can
give our testimony about this towing
hearing.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
so much for your testimony. We
appreciate it, and we"ve been hearing a
lot of stories from all our residents
throughout the City and that"s why
something like this i1s happening. Thank
you so much.

State your name for the record.

MR. HARRIS: Good afternoon.

My name i1s Mark Harris. 1°m a resident
of the City of Philadelphia and a
motorist.

We"ve had our unfortunate
experience with the towers as well, but 1

don"t think 1t"s necessary to spend the

Page 71

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Streets and Services
November 29, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.
Council"s time relating them. There are
very many more, and I think the point is
well established that there®s very
frequent abuse of motorists by towing
companies i1n the City of Philadelphia.
Rather, 1°d like to focus on what can be
done to improve the situation.

The concept of this bill of
having tickets being required on motor
vehicles before they can be towed i1s an
excellent one. However, i1t ought to make
It a practical reality, as the Police
Department representative testified. It
can"t depend on the Police Department
Issuing tickets, but rather a ticket be
Issued by some authority. The most
practical way to do that would be to
expand the authority and powers of the
Parking Authority and have them respond
to situations like this and i1ssue
citations, with strict limits that they
cannot do so where i1t"s i1nappropriate,
which has been observed by other prior

individuals i1s a problem.
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Specifically, there are old,
unused driveways and garages which are
posted and, in fact, they"re not used.
There needs to be a practical way of
knowing what rights-of-way are actually
used. If not, then towing should be
prohibited.

The fundamental problem with
towing is that there®"s too much economic
incentive for towing companies. That
incentive needs to be reduced. Allowing
them to charge $175 for a tow is an
excessive amount of money. |1 believe
this comes from the amount that the City
charges and 1t the amount i1s intended to
be equitable. If that"s the case, |
believe what should be done then is to
reduce that fee to perhaps $100 and make
up the difference, 1T necessary, with a
newly created fee, whatever i1t may be,
which only the City could charge and that
the private towing companies were
prohibited and not able to replicate. So

iIT there are iIncentive -- the money they
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can make off of tow would be reduced.

Also, allowing anybody to
charge for storage fees for less than 24
hours 1s something that should be
eliminated. 1In very many cases, people
are paying for 24-hour storage when 1t"s
only a couple hours. People in many
cases promptly retrieve their vehicles.
Whether 1t"s two hours or more isn"t the
point. This 1Is more iIncentive for the
towing companies that should be
eliminated.

And there are limitations,
standard fees which are iIn other pieces
of legislation which are frequently
ignored, particularly when vehicles are
towed not from the street but from
accident sites, and In these cases, many
times a vehicle may be held hostage by
one of these six-wheel bandits and they
won"t release it until significant
amounts of money are paid, as much as
$1,000, occasionally more.

Insurance companies in many
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cases are the ones who actually pay this,
so they don"t see 1t as being
economically --

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Mr.
Harris, excuse me one second. The next
bill 1s talking about that specific
issue. Bill No. 161007 will be talking
about that. We have some other people
testifying. Do you want to wrap It up or
come to a conclusion real quick so we
could move on to the next hearing.

MR. HARRIS: Okay. Well, 1f my
comments are appropriate to the next
bill, please copy them over there.

Related to that, there iIs a
problem with enforcement of the law
against towers generally. It"s not
happening from the City. The way to make
i1t happen i1s to allow a private right of
action. So individual citizens who are
aggrieved can make a case against the
towers. And also that there are
provisions in the law to allow for

attorneys® fees and damages. When there
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IS economic incentive for the lawyers to
get 1n on the case, the tide may turn
against the towers.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Okay.
Thank you. Thank you so much for your
testimony. Appreciate it.

Mr. McMonagle, please read the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Christine Gertz.

(Witness approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Christine,
just state your name for the record and
then proceed with your testimony.

MS. YOUNG-GERTZ: Thank you.
My name is Christine Young-Gertz. 1™m
the Government Affairs Director for the
Pennsylvania Apartment Association, East.
Thanks very much for your time today.

Members of the Pennsylvania
Apartment Association are owners and
managers and developers of apartment
communities, and in the City of

Philadelphia, our members provide
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approximately 50,000 apartment units,
apartment homes, to Philadelphians. And
I want to say a couple of things about
this bill.

First of all, number one,
ticket to tow has been tried on private
apartment parking lots and it failed. It
caused a myriad of problems for
Philadelphia residents who live in
apartment communities and tons of
problems for managers and their ability
to manage their properties.

I know the Police Department 1is
not crazy about creating exemptions for
this bill, but In the case of apartment
communities, I can think of no better
example of a property in the City of
Philadelphia who should be exempt from
this bill. We are not a part of the
problem.

Folks today have stated
problems -- you®"re dealing with
horrendous problems with rogue towing

companies on the streets of Philadelphia,
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stolen cars, people putting up false
signs i1n front of legal spots, moving
cars to i1llegal spots and all the tricks
that the minority of towing companies do
and wreak havoc on the streets of
Philadelphia, but 1"m here today to tell
you that the vast majority -- in fact,
all, 1 would venture, of the managers of
apartment communities are in the best
position to manage their properties, and
they can and have successfully taken care
of the towing problems of unauthorized
vehicles, which, by the way, state law
allows private property owners to remove
unauthorized vehicles from their
properties. They"re in the best position
to do 1t, and they"ve been able to do it.

In 2010, the City tried ticket
to tow. It was a disaster. Police,
sometimes 1t took days to get a ticket.
In the meantime, cars were blocking
driveways, blocking residents® cars,
blocking dumpsters, causing violations

for overflowing dumpsters, blocking fire
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lanes, and the apartment communities were
at the mercy of the Police Department.
They*"ve got better things to do, and they
admitted 1t In 2012. They can"t always
show up 1n a timely manner.

In 2012, we went reasonably to
a structure whereby digital photographs
are taken and the police are called, but
you don"t have to wait for a ticket
before you tow. Apartment communities
can handle this and they have handled i1t
since 2012.

I understand that this
go-round, there might be provisions to
allow the Parking Authority to ticket.
That might possibly take care of a lot of
the problems, but we"re against the
current language of the bill as i1t stands
now because that"s not clear iIn this
bill.

I think that the bottom line,
we really need a lot more work on this.

I believe that an exemption for

properties that are not a part of the
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problem can be worked out reasonably, and
I would respectfully request this bill be
held so that we can continue to talk and
work out some solutions.

I want to say, however, though,
I really appreciate Councilwoman
Quinones-Sanchez®"s time throughout the
summer, her staff. We have been iIn
dialogue. 1"m only asking that we
continue the dialogue to work out some
solutions that might be helpful to
everyone.

We"ve provided some information
of how a typical towing situation works
on a private property. An unauthorized
vehicle 1s on a private parking lot in an
apartment community. Private apartment
owners have contracts with reputable
towing companies. They do i1t i1n either
one or two ways. The towing company
might sweep the lot once or twice a day
and take care of the problem of
unauthorized vehicles or they"re on call,

In a sense, on contract to be called to
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take care of an unauthorized vehicle in a
timely manner that helps everybody who
lives In that apartment building and
manage the problem on its own.

So 1°1l just sum up. 1
respectfully request that this bill be
held so that we can continue talking. |
think the apartment communities in this
city deserve an exemption. | don"t think
they"re a part of the problem, and 1
would very much appreciate more of a
chance to work with you on that.

Thank you.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
very much for your testimony.

Are there any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, Mr. Blum, would you like to
testify. State your name for the record
and then continue with your testimony.

MR. BLUM: My name is Lewis
Blum. [I"m the owner of Lew Blum Towing

Company .
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Good afternoon, Chairman
Squilla, members of the Committee, and
visitors. Once again, 1 am Lewis Blum of
Lew Blum Towing Company Incorporated.

It was recently brought to my
attention that Councilwoman Sanchez
proposing the reintroduction of Bill
100213 as Bill 160682 requiring all
vehicles towed must acquire a ticket
iIssued by the Police Department before
being towed. Today 1 am honored to be
given this opportunity to testify against
this proposal bill, 160682, on behalf of
private parking lots and driveway
enforcement.

The towing industry contains
many different sectors. These sectors
are accident removers, also known as
wreck chasers, regular breakdown of
disabled vehicles using AAA, as an
example, and private lot and driveway
enforcers. Each towing sector follows
similar or different towing regulations.

My focus will be on parking lot and
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driveway enforcement.

Most of you that was on this
Committee back 1n 2012 and 2013 1"ve met
individually or as a Committee together
with rational support that ticketing of
1llegally parked vehicles was
ineffective. Bill 120719 was
established, thus eliminating the
requirement that an i1llegally parked
vehicle require a ticket from the Police
Department before being towed.

With the elimination of
ticketing of illegally parked vehicles
came the application of taking pictures
of vehicles parked i1llegally before
towing. These pictures are taken by the
tower prior to towing the i1llegally
parked vehicle. It is the right of the
towee, the person who 1s being towed, to
obtain a copy of these pictures from the
tower at the time of picking up their
vehicle.

Some people believed the

current bill was not working. Proposed

Page 83

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Streets and Services
November 29, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.
Bill 160682 was spurred by citizens
complaining about vehicles being towed.
One main issue | heard was that
Philadelphia citizens were parked legally
but was somehow towed to an i1llegal spot
so that the tower can legally tow the
vehicle. This seems like a lot of work
to tow a vehicle. Bill 160682 will need
a ticket to tow an illegally parked
vehicle. This bill was proposed to stop
such alleged acts. However, this will
not stop these alleged acts from
occurring 1T they do happen. The tower
can allegedly still move the vehicle and
still call for a ticket. Therefore, 1 am
puzzled how Bill 160682 can address this
so-called act.

Another issue that was brought
up were citizens were denied a copy of a
photograph illustrating their offense.
Many towers have been abiding by the
regulation, Bill 120719, offering to show
the towee the i1mage of their violation.

However, there will always be some who

Page 84

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Streets and Services
November 29, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.
will not comply. A suggestion to rectify
this on each billing 1nvoice, the
offender®s rights should be printed and
the offender should have a choice to view
the 1mage of their violation.

This proposed bill will require
the police to put tickets on vehicles
that are parked i1llegally. This is a
good-hearted proposal that unfortunately
does not take into account that 1t will
take away a valuable resource from the
City, as discussed in the 2012 hearing.
The police representative stated, We do
not have enough manpower to write
tickets. This was one of many reasons
why Bill 100213 was amended to 120719.

It would take from one to three hours for
the police to answer ticket request
calls. In that time, our private
property owners lost faith that the City
of Philadelphia can do anything in a
timely manner.

I represent homeowners, small

business owners, and parking lots. If a
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vehicle 1s i1llegally blocking anyone
before the vehicle mentioned group, this
could cause them lost income or their
right to come and go from their property.
Our police force should be concerned
about higher priority crimes. Taking our
hard-working police officers away to
answer these tickets calls it a crime
itself.

Many of my previous points 1
proposed that will keep Bill 120719, we
will need to give this bill a chance. A
few bad towers have given our iIndustry a
bad name. However, we should not all be
punished. Please, when 1 say this. An
excellent example, In the past we had a
few Councilmembers who did not live up to
the high expectation of their positions.
We cannot punish all Councilmen or
Councilwomen for the misconduct of a few.
I propose that the City of Philadelphia
needs to enforce the regulations within
Bill 120719.

The City can and should fine
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the offending parties. Furthermore, the
City needs to enforce Bill 120719 the way
it was intended. |If there are any
evidence of any violation of the bill,
the offender should be fined for each
violation. In addition, the offending
tower would need to write a corrective
action plan, CAP, for each non-compliant
component as per Bill 120719. Thus, if
the violator was not implementing the
corrective action plan, the City can
terminate the license of the offending
operator or will be fined, but the fine
will be doubled from the initial fine.

I*"m done right after this.

I would like to propose that
every tower applying for a license or
renewing a license is required to take a
class on the correct way of towing. This
class would be i1n collaboration between a
Council representative and someone from
the towing industry. The applicant would
have to pay for the class and have to

pass a test. Once passed, the applicant
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will be qualified for a license.

The proposed Bill 160682 is
almost a copy of Bill 100213. We all
remember how ineffective that bill was.
It took away police resources and made
property owners and business owners upset
because of the long wait time for
i1llegally parked vehicles to be towed. 1
believe that the current Bill 120719 can
work If 1t i1s policed effectively. The
City should have no tolerance attitude
towards violators of Bill 120719. In
addition, if we could educate our towers
on the law with the help of City Council,
1t would be a win-win situation.

Thank you for your time and
consideration. 1°d really appreciate
that you consider my proposal while you
deliberate on your decision as to
implementing the current bill, 120719, or
the proposed bill, 160682.

Thank you.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: All right.
Thank you, Mr. Blum.
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Councilman Taubenberger.
COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: Yeah.
One quick question. That"s for
Ms. Gertz. Ms. Gertz, you had said that
you needed some more time to discuss how
It relates to apartments. One, how much
time and, two, exactly what would you put
In there as far as apartments?

MS. YOUNG-GERTZ: Thank you.
We need time to talk about working out a
viable exemption for apartment
communities who police themselves. First
of all, the police -- every agency in the
City 1s overburdened with work, and there
really should be no need to overlap and
have them address their resources to a
place where the problem doesn®"t exist.
The problem exists on the streets of
Philadelphia where the minority of rogue
towing companies are doing all kinds of
chicanery with stolen cars and towing
unnecessarily, et cetera. But on a
private property In an apartment

community where the property manager has
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a responsibility to his residents to keep
the residents safe and to keep the
residents” spaces accessible, the
practices in place are taking care of the
problem.

We are not a part of the
problem that you"re trying to address
today. So what I would like is a couple
more weeks to sit down and talk about
some amendments. Some very interesting
amendments were bandied about iIn the
course of conversations. There have been
a great many ideas that might have merit
and would help the bill become a better
and more reasonable bill.

One of the things, as an
example, i1s the gentleman who testified
on behalf of the police, this bill does
say that law enforcement agencies can
ticket, but 1 think that the language of
the bill has to be clarified to who 1s --
do we call the police, can we call the
Parking Authority, what time of day, what

are the details, 1Is there a clearinghouse
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where the calls can come In and then the
agency that has the time to do 1t can
come out. And basically there®s really
no need for anybody to come out and
ticket.

And 1T 1 might also say, state
law allows private property owners to
remove trespassing vehicles, vehicles who
have been parked there unauthorized, to
remove them. There must be a way to get
this bill 1n conjunction with state law
that doesn®"t cast a net to places where a
problem doesn"t exist. So a couple more
weeks.

COUNCILMAN TAUBENBERGER: Thank
you very much.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
Thank you very much, and thank you for
your testimony. And I know a lot of that
stuff could be addressed i1n the
regulations of the law once i1t"s put iInto
place.

Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez.
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COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: 1 just
want to say for the record we have really
tried to work with the Apartment
Association and we again -- when the
Administration comes forth, 1 think
moving forward for the long-term plans,
we"re going to be able to better address.
I think Lieutenant Healy mentioned that
In his testimony -- he can come back up
and clarify i1t for the Councilman iIf
you"d like. 1 think some of the issues
are 1T In fact the police are stopping
someone from towing a car -- again, we"re
dealing with bad actors, unfortunately --
they have no way of knowing that it"s
coming from an apartment or not coming
from an apartment. So from an
enforcement point of view, what I would
say to the Apartment Association, as we
have 1n the last few months trying to
work with them, and we will as we move
forward with new regulations and
implementation of new systems, IS we

don"t want to penalize them. In the
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interim, we"ll work through what hotline
numbers you can call, PPA and some other
things. We"re very much committed to
minimizing what will be hopefully a
short-term solution to a longer-term
problem.

MS. YOUNG-GERTZ: May 1 just
say, and not to belabor i1t, but 1 want to
say again thank you for the time. You"ve
given us a great deal of time and I
appreciate it.

COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Yeah.
This 1s very important and i1t"s very
unfortunate.

MS. YOUNG-GERTZ: If 1 could
just ask the Committee to keep in mind
the problems that i1t caused
Philadelphians who rent their homes in
apartment communities. They didn"t have
access to their parking spaces at their
homes. Their dumpsters were blocked.
Their emergency lanes were blocked, and
It was a horrendous problem all around,

and the police were nowhere to be found
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sometimes days on end. Not to disparage
the police. They certainly have better
things to do than to be at the beck and
call of parking lots for tickets. And 1
again thank you for your time.
COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: Thank

you.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

Are there any other questions?
(No response.)
COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:
Mr. McMonagle, would you please bring up
Ms. Swanson to --
THE CLERK: Rebecca Swanson.
MR. BLUM: Thank you, Chairman
Squilla.
MS. YOUNG-GERTZ: Thank you.
(Witness approached witness

table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Just state

your name for the record again and then
proceed with your testimony.
MS. SWANSON: Rebecca Swanson.

I do not have prepared
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testimony, but 1 was asked to come up and
give a brief update on what the
Department and the City is doing iIn
general, not necessarily specific to
either of these bills, just about some
changes 1n towing enforcement. So 1711
just briefly outline some of the updates.
But, again, these aren®t specifically
related to rotational or ticket to tow.

We are currently working on a
phased implementation of Bill No. 100536.
Some of those changes went into effect iIn
2011. We are continuing with the
implementation, starting with the next
tow license renewal period, which iIs iIn
January. Very briefly, we are changing
the tow license structure. We will be
creating for each company a master
license for the company and then
underneath of that a license for each
individual truck. Currently i1t"s just a
license per truck, and there®s no way for
us to kind of corral them under a tow

company operator. We think this will
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make much better tracking and
enforcement, because we"ll be able to
have everything listed under that one
master license.

And going forward for the
application for this master license, the
towing companies will be required to
upload specific information that"s all
required by the current code, iIncluding a
list of all of their posted locations.
And for each of those posted locations,
they are required to have a written
contract with the property owner, which
we would be able to request upon —-- if
any investigation, we"d be able to
request 1t, the police would be able to
request 1t. And if they change their
locations throughout the year throughout
the license period, they would have to go
back 1n and make those changes to what
they unloaded.

And there®s a few other
changes, but I know that the signs are

the big concern. And then in addition,
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L&1, along with the Police Department and
Managing Director"s Office, we really are
exploring some long-term solutions to
hold operators accountable for the
existing and any future code
requirements. To that end, we"re
releasing an RFP hopefully by the end of
the year to bring in a third-party towing
management company to help supervise
enforcement, manage the rotational tow
program, be able to do some better
outreach with consumers. Everything
would be available online. People would
know where their cars are. They"d be
able to pay online, and just kind of
being able to investigate any Improper
practices i1n a way that L&l, frankly, 1is
not currently able to do.

This has been extremely
effective 1n other cities, and we"re
really optimistic that 1t will really
strengthen enforcement of the existing
and future code going forward.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
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Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez.
COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ: 1 just

want to thank the Administration. |
know, again, Councilman Kenney, now Mayor
Kenney, has worked on this tremendously,
and his team is really, really committed
to bring us Into the 21st century around
technology and being able to ensure that
folks can operate and do business iIn the
City and at the same time there®s a level
of transparency for the consumers, and |
think we"re moving in the right
direction. And iIn the process of that
implementation, I think a lot of the
suggestions that came forward even from
the 1ndustry will be taken into account
about how do we not disrupt their
business, but at the same time ensure
that folks know what i1s legal and that
the burden is not placed unnecessarily on
homeowners. But even this list of where
people -- the Parking Authority has to
come i1n before us for an agreement to be

able to conduct business on our streets,
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and we have an i1ndustry that conducts
business on our streets with no one
monitoring what they do, and the fact
that people can just put up a sign and
steal someone®s car iIn this day and age
IS jJust not an acceptable practice.

So I think we"re going to get
to a better place. It may take us
another year to 18 months to get there,
but as the Department of License and
Inspection and Rebecca has said, there
are best practices all over the country
that do a better job of this, and we"re
going to, through this RFP process, bring
that to bear here i1In the City of
Philadelphia.

So with that, 1 thank the
Committee for i1ts indulgence on this
Issue and recommend that we adopt these
bills -- this bill with the amendments as
put forward.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

And thank you, Rebecca. [I™m

sure most of the people In our districts
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will be very happy to hear that something
IS being done about this, and appreciate
your time and effort on this.

MS. SWANSON: And everything
will be online, so people will be able to
see for themselves.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Great.

Mr. McMonagle, please read the
title of the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 161002, an
ordinance amending Chapter 9-600 of The
Philadelphia Code, entitled "Service and
Other Businesses,' by amending Section
9-605, entitled "Towing,"™ to clarify
requirements for application of the
rotational tow system, and by adding
penalties, under certain terms and
conditions.

Captain Healy.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.

(Witnesses approached witness
table.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Captain
Healy, 1f you"d like to start. Just
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state your name for the record and
proceed with your testimony.

CAPTAIN HEALY: Yes. Good
afternoon, Chairman Squilla and Vice
Chair Quinones-Sanchez and other members
of the Committee on Streets and Services.
Again, my name i1s Francis Healy and 1™m
Special Advisor to Commissioner Ross. On
behalft of the Commissioner, thank you for
allowing the Philadelphia Police
Department to voice its opinion regarding
Bill No. 161002.

The current rotational towing
ordinance was a result of two factors.
The first was pending litigation against
the City and City Council®s desire to end
the practice of wreck chasing. As you
know, the City cannot regulate fees
associated with what is known as
consensual tows. This was the basis of
the litigation against the City some
years ago. As a result, the City
separated the law between consensual and

non-consensual tows. Non-consensual tows
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are those required as a result of some
public safety concerns. The City is
permitted to regulate these fees
associated with the non-consensuals and
has created the system whereby towers
apply and are selected to participate in
a rotational towing program to tow
vehicles i1mpacting public safety.

Under the current ordinance,
the rotational towing system is activated
when the police officers observe a
disabled vehicle that i1s either Impeding
traffic or on the shoulder of a
limited-access highway. By definition,
despite the emergency response by police
personnel to the scene, the rotational
tow system is not activated until the
officer arrives on scene and observes a
traffic obstruction.

Remember, the goal of the City
In establishing the rotational tow system
and regulating the fees associated with
non-consensual tows iIs to prevent wreck

chasing and to protect the consumers from
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price gouging, especially under the
stress or trauma of being involved iIn an
accident. Regrettably, the current
ordinance has had the unintended and
opposite effect. Wreck chasing has
flourished and many more consumers are
being victimized.

Let me explain. Since the
responding police officer i1s the
individual who determines i1f a vehicle is
impeding traffic, if an unsolicited tower
can get to the scene and physically push
the vehicle to the side of the road
before the police arrival, the vehicle no
longer falls within the eligibility of
the rotational tow program or the fee
protections in the ordinance. If the
vehicle 1s not included In the rotational
tow program, the tow is considered
consensual. As such, the City cannot
regulate the fees. Consequently,
consumers are facing unlimited towing
fees. Since this tow i1s technically a

consensual tow, the City can do nothing
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to help. The Police Department does its
best, but this i1s the unintended
consequence of the current law.

The simple modification in this
ball will, I believe, remedy the current
flaw, without infringing upon the right
of towers to engage iIn free commerce.

The City i1s permitted to regulate those
towing incidents involving public safety.
Since police are being dispatched to the
scene of these encounters, these all
affect public safety and should receive
the proper protections. The definition
used In the current ordinance is simply
too narrow, and the ordinance offered
today reflects the reality of what i1s and
what 1s not a public safety matter.

Per this bill, a tower from the
rotational list will be dispatched by
police radio to an accident requiring
officers respond. Only those towers will
be lawfully permitted to tow any vehicles
from the scene. So once an officer 1is

dispatched to an accident scene, the
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disabled vehicle would fall under the
umbrella and protections of the ordinance
as 1t relates to fees. It would no
longer matter 1t the tower arrived at the
scene before the police. Only the
authorized tower dispatched from police
radio would be authorized to remove the
vehicle. Consequently, all consumers who
find themselves iIn these predicaments
would be protected by the fee schedule
set forth 1In the ordinance.

It 1s for these reasons that
the Philadelphia Police Department fully
supports Bill No. 161002.

And this concludes my
testimony.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you,
Captain Healy. Is this basically -- so
i1s this only blocking the highway or
blocking a road?

CAPTAIN HEALY: Well, 1711 be
very honest with you. That"s the narrow
definition that we came up with several

years ago, and it"s not working. What
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happened i1s to make that determination,
officers have to respond on scene, make
that determination. And, regrettably,
people, unscrupulous towers, are getting
to the scene prior to the police and
they“"re pushing them off to the side and
then the individuals that are involved in
these 1ncidents aren"t aware of the law.
So they get pushed off to the scene and
by the time we get there, they"ve already
signed contracts, and it"s outside the
scope of the Police Department unless I
can actually see them pushing 1t. That"s
a whole different i1ssue, but oftentimes
I"m not there when that occurs. So
they" 1l tow or hook or push a car off to
the side, which takes i1t out of the
definition of the rotational towing
system, and therein lies the problem.
What happens 1s, we created the system to
stop wreck chasing but, iIn essence, it
sped 1t up. So 1T they get there before
the police, there®s a good opportunity

they" 1l get that car.
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COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: But it"s
only when police are called.

CAPTAIN HEALY: It"s police
calls. Just for the record, we don"t
respond to every accident like we used to
in the old days. 1It"s only those
accidents -- minor fender benders, 1T you
call the police, we don"t respond to
those, so they would be outside the realm
of this automatically because we"re not
being dispatched to the location.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Okay.
Thank you very much.

Any questions?

Councilman Greenlee.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

I just want to thank Captain
Healy and the Administration for helping
on this bill. This 1s a continuing
Issue, and 1 guess we may have to revisit
it again, but 1 really appreciate all the
work that the Captain and the other

officials have done on trying to do the
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best we can on a very difficult
situation. So thank you.

CAPTAIN HEALY: Thank you, sir.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
I*"m sure there will be changes along the
way .

Please proceed. State your
name for the record and then proceed with
your testimony.

MS. TIDWELL: Good afternoon.
My name is Jana Tidwell with AAA
Mid-Atlantic.

Chairman Squilla, thank you.
Members of the Streets and Services
Committee, thank you for allowing me this
opportunity. My name is Jana Tidwell.
I*m the Manager of Public and Government
Affairs for AAA Mid-Atlantic, and on
behalf of AAA Mid-Atlantic, 1"m here to
present our concerns with amending the
conditions of the City of Philadelphia®s
rotational tow system.

For more than 110 years, AAA

has advanced the iInterest of motorists.
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Today, AAA has 56 million members
nationwide, and here in the Philadelphia
five-county region, we serve more than
700,000 members.

AAA Mid-Atlantic has long
supported the adoption of a rotational
towing system for the City of
Philadelphia with caveats that 1 will
explain. A well-designed and fairly
operated rotational system can eliminate
the multiple safety and consumer issues
inherent i1n so-called wreck chasing.
Safety 1s a primary concern for motorists
In need of assistance and should be for
those who respond to their calls.

AAA views the creation and
proper execution of a rotational tow
system in the City of Philadelphia as
both a safety and a consumer issue. AAA
supports a measure that will give
structure to the selection of tow
companies and protect the public from
predatory and unfair tow practices.

Members of the public, including the many
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AAA members and others, who have prepared
for emergency situations and prepaid for
roadside assistance service should be
able to use their respective provider 1in
the event that the need arises. They
should be able to do so as long as their
vehicle 1s not unduly obstructing traffic
such as blocking an intersection. As
long as traffic can safely move around a
disabled vehicle, drivers should not be
forced to use the next tower on the
rotation list.

AAA believes 1t is 1mportant to
protect motorist consumers by preserving
their basic right to determine who tows
their vehicle, whether 1t be AAA or any
other organization or business the
motorists may prefer or pre-engage. AAA
also wants to reduce additional charges
to motorists and/or insurance companies
due to motorists not being able to
utilize already prepaid roadside
assistance services.

In addition, AAA wants to be
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certain the rights of those towers who
provide services as part of the
rotational tow system are protected. |IT
a motorist calls AAA or another similar
organization for emergency roadside
assistance and AAA or one of its towing
contractors who also happens to be a
participant of the rotational tow system
responds, we believe that tower should
not be penalized by then being moved to
the bottom of the rotation list for
responding. Rotational contractors
responding to calls for tows outside of
being dispatched from the rotational list
should not, quote, "lose their place in
the rotational towing line." A tower
should not be penalized for responding to
a AAA member or other calls for roadside
assistance if they indeed were not
actually dispatched from the rotation
list.

AAA Mid-Atlantic encourages the
City of Philadelphia, the Philadelphia

Police Department, and the Department of
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Licenses and Inspections to implement and
properly execute a fair rotational tow
system to protect stranded motorists who
rely on them for assistance.

Thank you for the opportunity
to present AAA Mid-Atlantic™s views. AAA
advocates for motorist safety to prevent
vehicle crashes, but in the event of a
crash, AAA continues to advocate for
safety, safety for motorists whose
vehicles are disabled and for those who
respond to their calls for assistance.

Thank you.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
for your testimony.

Are there any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, thank you so much.

Is there anyone else here to
testify on Bill No. 161002.

THE CLERK: Mr. Nathan Buurma.

(Witness approached witness

table.)
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COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you.
Just state your name for the record and
then proceed with your testimony.

MR. BUURMA: Yes. Nathan
Buurma. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and
members of the Committee. 1711 keep my
remarks short in the interest of time.
I"ve submitted written remarks. Rather
than reading them, 1°ve shared them
through Councilman Greenlee®s office.

I*m an attorney within the
Claims Department of New Jersey
Manufacturers Insurance Company, and
through my remarks, | wanted to share
with you some of our experiences in
accident-related tows in the City of
Philadelphia.

Philadelphia®s current towing
ordinance provides for reasonable rates
for tows that are provided through the
police-ordered non-consensual tows.
However, there have been too many
loopholes that result in tows being

performed in a, quote, 'consensual'’
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manner, and as a result, charges have
been excessively high.

For example, the last 65 tows
that we"ve looked at from our company
that we"ve paid for our policyholders,
the amount charged in excess of the
amount that would have been charged had
i1t been done through the rotational
system is $65,000. That"s the last 65
Philadelphia tows alone. So we"re
talking about a major issue for
accident-related tows.

Part of the solution to the
problem i1s to ensure that
accident-related tows remain part of the
police-ordered rotational system. And at
NJIN, we believe that passage of Bill
161002 will be part of the correct -- one
of the solutions to that problem.

So thank you very much for your

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
for your testimony.

Councilman Greenlee.

Page 114

STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.
(215) 504-4622




Committee on Streets and Services
November 29, 2016

© 00 N O O A~ W N P

N D DN NMNDNPFEPF P PP R PP R R R R
a A W N P O © 0 N O O A W N P+ O

11/29/16 - STREETS - BILLS 160614, ETC.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Thank
you, Mr. Chairman.

I jJust again want to thank
Mr. Buurma and his company. They were
invaluable resources i1n putting together
these regulations. So, again, we
appreciate your time and staying here all
this.

MR. BUURMA: Thank you.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: And 1
think we"l1l be still working together on
some things here. So thank you.

MR. BUURMA: Thank you.

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Thank you
very much.

Is there anybody else here to
testify on Bill No. 1610027

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Seeing
none, that will end our hearing on
Streets and Services. We will now open
up our Committee meeting.

Councilman Greenlee.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Thank
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you, Mr. Chairman. 1 move that the
following bills be amended as were
presented to the Committee: Bill No.
161008, 161017, 160948, and 160682 .

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: All 1n
favor?

(Aye.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: The ayes
have i1t. The bills read into the record
as amended have been passed and approved.

Councilman Greenlee.

Amendments have been approved.

COUNCILMAN GREENLEE: Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. 1 move that the
following bills be reported out of this
Committee with a favorable recommendation
and that the rules of Council be
suspended to allow for first reading at
our next session of Council: Bill Nos.
160614, 160866, 160896, 160950, 160970,
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160967, 160999, 161000, 161008 as
amended, 161016, 161017 as amended,
160948 as amended, 160682 as amended, and
161002.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: The bills
have been read into the record and
seconded.

All 1n favor?

(Aye.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: Any
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCILMAN SQUILLA: The ayes
have i1t. All bills read into the record
have been approved with a suspension of
the rules to be read at the first Council
session.

Thank you. That will end our
hearing, | guess, and we"ll get ready to
start the Finance Committee.

Thank you.

(Committee on Streets and

Services concluded at 2:05 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the
proceedings, evidence and objections are
contained fully and accurately in the
stenographic notes taken by me upon the
foregoing matter, and that this i1s a true and

correct transcript of same.

MICHELE L. MURPHY
RPR-Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcript does not apply to any reproduction
of the same by any means, unless under the
direct control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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