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COUNCI LMAN JONES: Once
agai n, good norning. Thank you all
for comng. | want to take a
nonment to acknow edge those people
who are experiencing their first
day of Ramadan and t hose peopl e who
are doing the holiday. | see a |ot
of people getting ash on their
foreheads. And isn't that an irony
that all of these great religions
are com ng together at the sane
time to contenpl ate inportant
I ssues before us.

| want to al so take a
nmonent of silence to recognize the
passi ng of Jesse Jackson, who was
one of the pioneers that carried
t he baton past Martin Luther King's
death, and we all over a period of
time will gOthat way. So if you
would join nme in a nonent of
silence on his reflection.

(Monment of silence.)
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COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you. All right. So we are here to
tal k about Resol ution No. 250781.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

Before we go into that, | want to
gi ve sone context as to why we are
here. Everything has a nonent in
time. We are in the 250th
anniversary of this nation. And
many, many people would |like to not
acknow edge the good, the bad and
the ugly as a part of history. But
| think it's very inportant, as
matter of fact vital, for us to
recogni ze all chapters of Anerican
hi story so that we can have
difficult conversations about

t hi ngs that happened and what we
can do better and what we can do in
the healing process.

| don't know, | can
speak for nme, there are chapters in
all of our lives that we don't want

read out |oud, but they did happen.
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And you can act like they didn't
happen, but they exist. And only
by facing those chapters can we
confront ourselves to say, here's
the things I did well, here's the
things | need to do better, here's
the things |I'mdoing from now on.
Anerica is no different than that.

As we tal k about the
history of slavery in this country,
one of the things that we are
trying to define is what should be
the qualifications for people who
suffered that injustice, that their
parents, their grandparents, their
gr eat - grandparents went through
that travesty, we should, and
that's a difficult question,
because peopl e experience the
African Diaspora differently. W
got to define how we do that.

The second questi on
before us is, what should be sonme

of the commobnsense renedi es that we
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can enploy as a nation, as a
private sector. | can nane the
fact that many institutions in
Pennsyl vania in this country
benefited fromthe free | abor and
atrocity of slavery. There are
sl aves buried under the Wite House
that were conpleted in nass graves.
Does the governnent have
sone responsibility to nmake whol e
t hose descendants? | think the
answer is yes. If we |ook at
institutions ranging frominsurance
conpani es to education institutions
benefited through the process of
sl avery, should there be sone
conpensati on? And what could that
possibly be? Could it be tax
wite-offs for descendants of
sl aves?
Could it be schol arshi ps
for descendants of slaves that were
t aken advant age of other ethnic

groups have benefited fromthat if
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we tal k about Native Anmericans who
now have been conpensated to a
degree through publicly-owned | and
that was given back to them as well
as ganbling casinos. That
happened. There were Japanese
I nternment canps, Korean internnment
canps that got conpensation that
was passed by the Freednen.

So we want to | ook at
t hose questions. W want to know
al so, not just the federal, not
just the private sector, but what
Is the Gty of Philadelphia' s role
and responsibility in this, in
establishing a Freednen's Bureau
that will be a part of the
solution. W have many guests here
to get perspectives. This
resolution is designed to begin the
di scussion. And so, |I'mvery gl ad
to have that.

Ms. Stack, can you

pl ease call the roll.
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THE CLERK: Chai rman
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:
Present .

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Present.

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Thonas.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Brooks.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Present.

THE CLERK: And,
Counci | menber Young.
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COUNCI LMAN  YOUNG:
Present .

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you. A quorum has been
est abl i shed.

Can you please read the
title of Resolution 250781.

THE CLERK: Aut hori zing
the Commttee on Public Safety to
hol d hearings to exam ne the
potential establishnent of an
of fice of Freednen Affairs within
the Gty of Phil adel phia.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you. | just want to recogni ze ny
menber Jam e Gaut hier, who | ong
before | got on this train, done a
| ot of homework on that. And I
attended a piece that you did at
Community Col | ege, which was so
eye-opening in the sense that it's
not one way, it's many views on
this subject. Can you naybe give a

comment or two?

Page 8

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Safety

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Sure thing. Well, first, thank you
so much for hosting this inportant
hearing. |It's a topic that
definitely needs to be discussed
and | support the effort to create
the Freednen's Ofice in the Gty
of Phil adel phia. So for the past
several years, ny office has been
hel ping to facilitate the
Phi | adel phi a Reparati ons Task
Force, who has been focused on
putting together a set of
recomendati ons for reparations for
Bl ack Phil adel phians. And this is
work that is inportant to ne.

It has always in part
been organi zed around this idea of
a Freedman's O fice. |t canme out
of the organization N COBRA with
Rashawn W lians and ot hers who
were involved fromthe very
begi nning. And, in fact, one of

the task force nenbers who have
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worked really, really hard to put
t oget her sone of these
recommendati ons, particularly
around the crimnal |egal sector,
Is Cara McCellan. And she's here
today also with students who have
been hel pi ng her to put together
the report.

So | see this effort as
intertwined. |'mfully supportive
of what you're doing. And | | ook
forward to the di scussion today.
And | see this as another step in
the right direction, and | don't
think it could cone at a better
time, as we | ook towards our
country's 250th birthday, under a
federal adm nistration that would
erase all of this.

So it's really inportant
that within these chanbers we're
acknow edgi ng not just the truth,
but the debt that is owed because

of the truth. Thank you.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES: So |
want to al so recogni ze the fact
that we as a people weren't in this
al one. There were abolitionists,
there were freedomfighters. There
wer e peopl e who operated the
Under ground Railroad that did not
have literally skin in the gane,
but stood up for what was right.
They have to be acknow edged as a
part of why we are here today.

And I'mtruly thankful
for the Quakers and those
abolitionists. The Quakers even
until this day have a strong,
strong support systemto do what is
right for all people. And we can't
operate in a silo, and I'mso very
t hankful for them

Do any ot her nenbers
have sonething to say?

Menber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:

Thank you, Chairnman Jones.
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| just want to say thank
you to each one of you who is here
today and who's going to contribute
to the conversation. | think it's
I nportant that we renmenber, right,
that if we don't hold ourselves
account abl e for what has happened
in the past and what role
governnent played in the past, we
will repeat it.

And so, | don't pretend
to know Black History inits
totality, right. But | think that
| have | earned a great deal of the
rol es that many people played in
governnent in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a through ny past spaces
of enpl oynent who created
opportunities for African Americans
to | earn about the truth of our
hi story through the great Charles
Bl ockson and M chael Coard and the
work that they did establishing the

African American Museum and telling
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the story of the President's House
that we find ourselves in a
conflict today, right.

And so, I'mgrateful for
t hose conversations that we had and
the |l essons that | |earned. |
think I learned nore in those
engagenent conversations that |
| earned from textbooks and cl ass,
right. It was through the
community and the conmmunity telling
the story and holding all of us
account abl e.

And so, I'mreally
| ooking forward to the
conversation. But | also am
grateful that each of you have
stayed consi stent and pushed to get
us to where we are today. |I'm
| ooking forward to the conversation
and to the establishnment or the
possibilities of establishing this
office. Thank you for being with

us this norning.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Any
ot her nmenbers would like to be
recogni zed?

Menber Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you, M. Chair.

| just want to thank all
that's participating in this
hearing as well. It's inportant
that we get certain nessages out
and open in the public so people
can understand that there is a
different story and a different
side. So | just want to thank you
all for participating.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

Menber O Rour ke, would you m nd
joining us up here? W see you and
we'd like you to be a part of this
hearing. Although you' re not on
the conmttee, we'd |ike your

I nput. Thank you, sir. Thank you,
menber. Wuld you like to say

anyt hi ng?
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COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Thank you, M. Chair.

Just grateful to be
asked to join for just a nonent to
listen in on sonething that has
obvi ously, as Menber Gauthier has
mentioned, is very tinely.

Thi nki ng about all that was | ost

si nce Reconstruction and how nuch
nmore we need to retain and gain
back, | think, is an appropriate
conversation at all tinmes. So just
happy to listen in and see what

wi || be discussed today.

Thank you, Chair.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, Menber O Rourke.

Ms. Stack, wll you
pl ease read the nanes of the first
panel to testify.

THE CLERK: (Ogbonna
Hagi ns, President of the
Phi | adel phi a Reparations Coalition

for Anmerican Freednen; Anthony
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Di ckerson, Chief Conpliance Oficer
fromthe Philadel phia Reparations
Coalition for Anmerican Freednen;
W1l Jackson, Adm nistrator for the
Phi | adel phi a Reparations Coalition;
and Rashawn W lianms, a nmenber of

t he Phil adel phi a Reparati ons
Coal i tion.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you very nmuch. Please cone up to
the table and state your nane for
the record and pl ease begi n your
t esti nony.

(Wt nesses approached
W tness table.)

MR. HAG NS: Good
nor ni ng.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Good
nor ni ng.

MR. HAG NS: Menbers of
the Chair -- to the Chair, to the
Crinme and Safety Committee, before
| begin, | want the record to show

that | am not speaking as an
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observer. |'m speaking as a fourth
generation chattel slavery
survivor. M lineage traces
directly to North and South
Carolina. The Rollacks on ny

not her's side, Anne Hagi ns, her
side fought in the Gvil War.

My great-grandnot her was
the grandchild of an ensl aved
person, and she told ne herself
what sharecroppi ng was and how it
felt to live under that brutal
system This history is not
abstract to ne. It's very
personal. And in honor of ny
ancestors, | sit here today and |'m
honored to speak on their behalf.

| am obviously in strong
support of the establishnent of the
Ofice of Freednen Affairs. And
wanted to be very clear fromthe
very beginning so that there is no
confusi on, no m sunderstandi ng and

no m scharacterization. This is
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not a favor. This is not a policy
preference. This is not a synbolic
gest ure.

The establishnment of the
Ofice of Freednen Affairs is a
constitutional obligation.

Ameri can Freednen, the descendants
of chattel slavery in the United
States, they have a constitutional
right to governnent protection,
agency and enforcenent nechani sns
that flow directly fromthe 13th
Amendnent of the United States
Constitution. This is where the
conversation nust begin.

Most peopl e are taught
that the 13th Anendnent sinply
abol i shed slavery. That teaching
Is inconplete. And because it is
i nconplete, it has all owed
generations of governnent actors to
evade their responsibilities. The
13t h Anendnent did two things:

First, it abolished slavery and
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i nvol untary servitude.

Second, this is the part
that matters today. [t granted
Congress affirmative power to
enforce that abolition by
el imnating what the Suprenme Court
and the 39th Congress called the
badges, vestiges and incidents of
slavery. That | anguage i s not
si nply poetic.

Here in Phil adel phi a,
Cty Council is the legislative
body of the city. Functionally, it
acts as the Congress of
Phi | adel phia. Wth that role cones
responsibility. Just as Congress
was required to act on
emanci pation, Gty Council has the
obligation to act where the
consequences of slavery remain
enbedded i n housi ng, policing,
education, wealth, health and
public safety. This is not

theoretical. This is not a
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hi storical abstraction. W are
tal ki ng about real, neasurable
di sparities.

For exanpl e, The Brooks
Institute did a study, and it
showed t hat honeownership rates for
American Freednen famlies in
Phi | adel phia remain far bel ow the
city average, even when accounting
for incone. Neighborhoods
historically built by Freednen,
such as the original Freednen --
Phi | adel phi a Freednent own, you know
the Bl ack Bottom you know, that
7th Ward. That was all
Freednent own. They have been
underval ued and systenmatically
deni ed investnents for generations.
Ameri can Freednen in Phil adel phi a
face higher rates of violent crine
and | ower access to quality
education. And these outcones are
tied directly to structural
inequalities rooted in the | egacy
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of sl avery.

When governnent is aware
of the ongoing harns tied directly
to the | egacy of slavery and fails
to act, that is not neutrality.

That is constitutional failure.
Let nme be very clear about why an
of fice of Freednen Affairs is
necessary. Rights w thout

enf orcenent nmechani sns are
nmeani ngl ess. Let ne repeat that.
Ri ghts w t hout enforcenent

mechani sns are neani ngl ess.

You cannot cl ai m equal
protection while refusing to create
the adm nistrative structure
required to deliver it.

Phi | adel phia has offices for nearly
every maj or popul ati on group,

of fices that coordi nate policy,
track data, advocate internally and
ensure governnent accountability.
But the descendants of the enslaved

peopl e, those whose unfree | abor
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built this city, financed its
growh and laid its economc
foundati on have no dedi cat ed
office, no institutional advocate
and no formal agency charged with
protecting their constitutional
interests. That is not accidental.
That is structural.

So many say we al ready
have different offices, right, for
ot her popul ati ons, that resources
are limted. But the Constitution
I's not negotiable. The
Constitution is not negoti abl e.

The | aw explicitly recognized
Anerican Freednen as a group with
uni que enforceable rights. To fail
to act is to fail the Constitution
i tself.

The question before Cty
Council is sinple: WII this body
fulfill the duty prom sed and
i nposed by the 13th Anendnent or

will it continue the long tradition

Page 22

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Safety

of delay, deflection and denial ?
The Constitution does not ask
whether this is confortable or not.
It does not ask whether it is

popul ar. |t asks whet her
governnment will act. The 13th
Amendnment abol i shed sl avery and

I npose the duty on governnent to
act. Equal protection exists
because of that duty.

Gty Council nust act
because the duty has not been
fulfilled at all. The Ofice of
Freednen Affairs again is not a
favor. It's not optional. It's
not synbolic. It is
constitutional. It's a
constitutional mandate. The sane
way we had off Dr. King Day, it was
no question as to whether the
children were going to have off,
that's what this is. Anmerican
Freednmen are not asking for

recognition. W are denmandi ng
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conpliance with the United States
Constitution.

( Appl ause.)

MR HAGNS: Cty
council has the power. The
Constitution gives Council the
mandate. The O fice of Freednen
Affairs is not a request. It is
your duty. Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you for your comments. Pl ease
stick around. We will ask
guestions after the entire panel
presents its testinony.

Whoever is next, please
state your nane and begin your
testi nony.

MR. DI CKERSON: My nane
I's Anthony Dickerson. |'mthe
Chi ef Conpliance Oficer for the
Phi | adel phi a Reparations Coalition
for Anerican Freednen. M sl ave

l i neage traces back on ny father's
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side to Brookshan({ph), Virginia and
on nmy nother's side to
Bennettsville, South Carolina. W
testinony today should be viewed in
the nature of a formal | egal
menor andum because the issue before
you is not sinply policy. It is
constitutional enforcenent.

| want to address the
structural problemin our |egal
system one that affects how this
city understands, responds to and
prevents action rooted in the
| egacy of slavery. The problemis
sonething called rational basis
deference, and it has real
consequences for how harns agai nst
Freednen descendants are classified
and addressed under rational basis.

Courts treat certain
acts as ordi nary m sconduct, m nor
W ongs, private disputes or generic
public safety issues. Wen that

happens, the deeper constitutional
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nmeani ng of the act is never
exam ned, the historical context is
never acknow edged and the
connection to the badges and
i ncidents of slavery is erased.
This is not an abstract concern.

It affects how cross-
burnings, racial threats,
di scrimnatory denial of services
and other acts with clear |ineage
to slavery are handl ed. Wen these
acts are stripped of their
hi storical neaning, they are pushed
into the | owest |evel of
constitutional scrutiny. They are
treated as if they were no
different froma zoning violation
or a noise conplaint. That is the
qui et power of rational basis
deference. It lowers the
constitutional stakes. It narrows
the frame and it allows acts tied
to a racial caste to proceed as

routi ne m sconduct.
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The phrase public safety
often accel erates this col |l apse.
When an act rooted in racial terror
is described as sinply public
safety concern, that |abel becones
a shortcut and a way to avoid
engaging wth the constitutional
dimension. It allows the systemto
treat the harns as generic rather
than as part of a |ong, painful
hi story that the 13th Anendnent was
witten to confront.

This is where the Ofice
of Freednen Affairs becones
essential. The Ofice will ensure
that harns connected to the badges
and incidents of slavery are not
flattened into ordinary m sconduct.
It will provide the historical,
| egal and constitutional expertise
that is currently mssing from
muni ci pal decision-making. It wll
help the city recogni ze when an act

is not a violation of public order
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but a continuation of the
structures that once enforced
sl avery.

By doing so, the office
restores the proper constitutional
frame. It ensures that the city
does not unintentionally
participate in the very dynamc the
13t h Anendnent sought to end, the
mnimzation of racial harns and
the erasure of their historical
nmeani ng. The Ofice of Freednen
Affairs is not about creating new
categories of injury. It is about
restoring the categories the
Constitution already recogni zes.

It 1s about ensuring
that the badges and incidents of
slavery are not downgraded into the
real mof ordinary m sconduct. And
it is about giving this city the
tools to respond to these harns
Wi th the seriousness they deserve.

Case in point, the public often
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assunes that a cross-burning is
treated as a constitutional injury
tied to the legacy of slavery. But
that is not what happens in
practi ce.

| nstead courts routinely
pl ace cross-burnings in the
category of ordinary m sconduct.
They call it intimdation. They
call it harassnment or a public
safety concern. Those |abels sound
serious, but legally they do
sonet hing very specific. They nove
the act out of the constitutional
category of slavery's badges and
incidents and into the lower tier
of constitutional protection.

When descendants of
Anmerican chattel slavery are denied
| oans, charged higher interest or
steered into predatory products,
courts alnost treat this as a
constitutional injury. They never

treat these incidents as
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constitutional injuries tied to
slavery. Instead they refranme them
as credi tworthiness eval uati on,
underwiting discretion, business

j udgnment, mar ket - based nodel i ng,
neutral algorithmscoring. This
refram ng noves the issue out of
the 13th Amendnent's domain and
into the weakest possible category,
ordi nary conmerci al deci sion-

maki ng, discretion.

The racialized history
of exclusion fromcapital, fromthe
Freednen's Bank's coll apse to Jim
Crow credit markets di sappears.
When the Freednen applicants are
under banked, deni ed basic accounts,
subj ect to excessive fees or
flagged as high risk, courts and
regul ators often describe them as
financial literacy, |ack of
docunent ati on, insufficient
collateral, market insufficiency.

This refram ng shifts
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responsibility away from
institutions, fromthe
constitutional history of
excl usi on.

But the 39th Congress
under st ood access to capital as a
civil right essential to Freednen.

( Appl ause.)

MR. DI CKERSON:  Wen
Freednen comunities are targeted
for subprine | oans, balloon
nort gages, payday traps, contract
for deed schenes, exploitative
feeds, courts often classify the
I ssue as custoner fraud, unfair
busi ness practices, regulatory
vi ol ati on, banking m sconduct.
Those | abel s sound serious, but
t hey downgrade the injury into
regul atory conpli ance.

The constitutional
di nensi on, the dinension of
econom ¢ autonony that slavery

i nposed is erased. In
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Phi | adel phia, harns rooted in
structural racismare routinely
m sclassified fromthe very first
poi nt of contact. Police often
treat radicalized displacenent,
predatory redevel opnent pressure,
nei ghbor hood deval uati on and
har assnment of Freednen honeowners
as isolated public safety issues,
nui sance conpl aints or quality-of-
life matters rather than nodern
badges of slavery tied to the
city's long history of redlining,
raci st covenants and forced
di si nvest nent.

But that front |ine
m scl assification i s shaped by
| egi sl ature, which has never
created a civil or crimnal
category that recogni zes how
Freednen wealth inequality, |and
| oss and gentrification flow
directly fromslavery's | egacy.

Courts then conplete the cycle by

Page 32

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Safety

accepting these narrow
cl assifications and applying
rati onal basis deference the | owest
| evel of scrutiny, collapsing the
| ongstandi ng injustices fromthe
Ant ebel lumera into ordinary
m sconduct and stri pping them of
constitutional neaning.

The O fice of Freednen
Affairs is designed to interrupt
this entire chain by restoring the
hi storical, econom c and
constitutional context that
Phi | adel phia's current system
consistently erase. The Freednen's
Bureau, the Freednen's Bank were
not charity projects. They were
constitutional institutions
desi gned to secure econonic
aut onony, protect savings,
facilitate | and acquisition and
communi ty devel opnent and integrate
Freednmen into the financial system

Modern courts rarely
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acknow edge this |ineage. They
treat access to finance as a
private market privilege, not a
constitutional entitlenent tied to
the abolition of slavery. The Gty
of Phil adel phia cannot rely on
ordinary rational basis deference
when | egi slating. Rational basis
def erence applies only when a
fundanental right is inplicated and
when the governnent is presuned to
be acting in good faith.

But the 13th Amendnent
exi sts precisely because the
governnent did not act in good
faith towards the fornerly
ensl aved. And the right at stake
here, the right to be free from
slavery's ongoing structures is
unquestionably fundanmental. That
means Council has both the
authority and the constitutional
duty to adopt a hei ghtened standard

when eval uati ng public safety
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policy. You are not nerely
permtted to consider the | egacy of
slavery. You are required to. The
13t h Anendnent enforcenent clause
enpowers every | evel of governnent
to dismantl e the systemthat
conti nues that |egacy.

( Appl ause.)

MR DI CKERSON: Rati onal
basis reviewis constitutionally
I nappropri ate where the badges and
i ncidents of slavery are
i nplicated. Rational basis only
appl i es when no fundanental right
Is at stake. The 13th Anendnent
pl aces the freedom of forner
ens|l aved and their descendants
squarely wthin the category of
fundanmental rights.

Phi | adel phia Gty
Council has the authority to
correct the failures of default
| egal settings. You ensure that

Phi | adel phia does not rely on the
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| onest | evel of scrutiny when the
hi ghest constitutional values are
at stake. You can ensure that the
| egacy of slavery is not treated as
a footnote in our public safety
system

I n cl osing, Freednen
need the Constitution to follow
t hem wherever they go, in every
systemthey enter and in every
i nteraction they have in public and
private sectors for as long as the
badges and incidents of slavery
continue to shape their I|ives.
Until the badges are elimnated,
the protections of the 13th
Amendnent cannot be treated as
optional, situational or synbolic.
They nust be active, present and
enf or ceabl e.

The 13th Anmendnent gives
Freednen the right to be free from
t he badges and incidents of

slavery. Wat we lack is not the
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right, but the governnent
structures that recognize, define
and enforce it. Philadel phia has
the opportunity to build the first
Institution that makes that
constitutional prom se real.

Gty governnents have a
broad hone rul e and police power
authority to define local public
interest, create local rights,

I npose duties on mnunici pal

agenci es, establish offices and
enforcenent nmechanisns. Nothing in
federal |aw prohibits Phil adel phia
fromsaying, Wthin this
jurisdiction we recogni ze an
affirmative duty to identify,
prevent and elim nate the badges
and i ncidents of slavery.

In closing, the incident
with Donald Trunp renoving the
slavery exhibits, it wasn't just a
breach of contract, it was a
violation of 13th Amendnent.
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Congress is clear, when you attenpt
to erase the nenory of our

ensl avenent in any form it's a
13t h Anendnent violation. And the
court never addressed that issue.
But we're going to proceed with our
appeal and handle that. | yield.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: |
woul d i ke to recogni ze Kendra
Brooks, who has joined us and has a
| ong history of establishing the
di scussi on around the Freednen's
Bureau. Wuld you like to say
anyt hi ng, Menber?

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:

No. Just apol ogize for ny
tardiness. |I'mreally excited to
hear this presentation and how we
can nove forward with this. Thank
you so much for your advocacy
around this.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank

you so much, nenber.
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Who is the next to
testify? Please state your nane
for the record and begi n your
t esti nony.

MR, JACKSON. My nane is
W1l Jackson. [|I'mthe
Adm ni strator for the Phil adel phia
Reparations Coalition for Anerican
Freednen. | want to thank the
Public Safety Commttee for
allowmng ne to give this testinony.

Today | cone before you
to address a grave issue that has
persi sted throughout history, the
hi j acki ng of Anmerican Freednen
assets. My research and
I nvestigation uncovered several
I nstances where these assets have
been underm ned by Wite
i ndi viduals. Neverthel ess, today |
will focus on two critical assets,
t he Freednen's Bureau and the
Freednen's Savi ngs Bank and Trust

Conpany.
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When we | ook at the
Freednen's Bureau, we can conpare
it to the Bureau of Indian Affairs,
whi ch operates with a substanti al
budget of $3 billion a year.
Equally and in |i ke manner, we can
consi der the Jewi sh C ains
Conference, which has an inpressive
oper ati ons budget of $1 billion
annual | y.

The unfortunate reality
Is that the Freednen's Bureau has
vani shed, operating wth a budget
of $0. As a result, Anerican
Freednmen are continually exploited,
suffering from ongoi ng
gentrification and our
nei ghbor hoods are far from
thriving, as reported in the
Roadmap to Safer Comruniti es.

Crime and viol ence
persist systematically, supported
by elected officials who fail to

acknow edge the necessity of an

Page 40

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Safety

of fice advocating for the
descendants of enmanci pated peopl e.
The Freednen's Bureau, fornerly
known as the Bureau of Refugees,
Freednen and Abandoned Lands, was
established in March 1865.

The organi zati on was
created to aid fornmerly ensl aved
African Anericans and poor Wites
in the South. Its m ssion was
expansi ve, including providing
food, housing, education and
medi cal care as well as
facilitating | abor contracts and
managi ng abandoned | ands. The
Bureau's closure was in part a
reflection of Wite individuals'
inability to reconcile the 250
years of slavery with the
restorative justice services needed
to make Anerican Freednen whol e,
especi ally when conpared to what
shoul d have been justified demands

after a nere four years of CGvil
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ar .

Li kewi se, the Freednen's
Savi ngs Bank and Trust Conpany,
whi ch ained to support newy freed
African Anmericans, has a stark
conparison in the I nmgrants Bank,
established for Irish immgrants in
1850, is now valued at $6.5
billion. The Bank of Italy,
established for Italian people in
1904, and known as the Bank of
America since 1930, report total
assets today estimted at $3.3
trillion,

Regrettably, the
Freednen Savi ngs Bank and Trust
Conpany, which was intended to
benefit emanci pated i ndividual s,
hel d potential assets that today
coul d exceed $9 trillion. However,
it stands with a net value of zero.
For this reason, we believe in
prioritizing the finalization of

reconstruction for both current and
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future progeny of enmanci pated
peopl e i npacted by historical
I njustice stemm ng fromchattel
slavery, as a matter of national
security.

We further aver that the
13t h Amendnent is evidence of a
change in national val ues that
justifies claimng that Freednen
Savi ngs Bank and Trust Conpany's
charter acts as a testanent, proof
of ownership and part of the vast
estate, which established the
progeny of the emanci pated as the
rightful heirs to this financial
asset and instrunent.

The Freednen's Bank was
di sconti nued on June 10, 1872,
| eavi ng emanci pat ed peopl e and
their offspring unbanked and
under banked. The bank's cl osure
was due to racist attitudes and
behavi ors of its Board of

Adm ni strators, led by Henry D
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Cook. An anendnent was nmade to the
Freednen's Bank charter in 1870 to
change its | oan and i nvest nent
policies to a policy allow ng the
bank to | end noney and specul ate in
stocks, bonds, real estate and
unsecured | oans.

In this case, we mnust
rely on strict scrutiny. Strict
scrutiny is a regular standard of
judicial review used by courts to
eval uate | aws and policies that
classify individuals based on race
or ot her suspect classifications.

When applying a test of
strict scrutiny to this
di sconti nuati on caused by Henry D.
Cook, the key questions nust be
answered: Was there a conpelling
governnmental interest in
di scontinui ng the Freednen's Bank
based on the racist attitudes,
theft by its Wiite enpl oyees, the

corruption of its Wite
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adm ni strators, nanely Henry D.
Cook?

Was the discontinuation
narromy tailored to achieve
governnmental interests w thout
infringing on the rights of
Freednen? Was the discontinuation
the least restrictive neans to
achi eve the governnental interests?

G ven the histori cal
context, it's unlikely that the
decision to discontinue the
Freednen's Bank woul d neet these
criteria, especially considering
the bank's role in providing the
econom ¢ floor and infrastructure
of newy freed and manum tted
peopl e.

C osing the bank's doors
based on noney stolen or |ost due
to m sappropriations, fraud and
poor deci sion-naki ng coul d never
survive a strict scrutiny test

because such reasoni ng does not

Page 45

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Safety

serve a conpelling governnent al
interest. Once tested, the 42nd
Congress wll |ikely be seen as
viol ating the equal protection
cl ause of the 14th Amendnent and
exercising an inchoate right that
was abol i shed by the 13th
Amendnent .

The 13th Anmendnent,
Section 2 provides Congress the
authority to create any | egislation
needed to protect the rights of
Freednen, which includes a bail out
of the Freednen's Bank.

( Appl ause.)

MR. JACKSON: The
sabot age of the Freednen's Bank
Charter effectively nullifies the
progress nmade by reconstruction by
allowi ng states to inpl enent
policies known as Bl ack Codes.
That reversed the gai ns nade by
Aneri can Freednen and ushered in an

era of lynching. This created a
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| egal | andscape where past

i njustices could not be adequately
addressed, as the courts were now
controll ed by those who sought to
mai ntain white suprenacy.

This injustice is
docunented in several congressional
reports, including House Report No.
502, the Douglas Report fromthe
44t h Congress's first session held
in 1876. The Dougl as Report was an
I nvestigation into the coll apse of
the Freednen's Savings Bank. |t
hi ghl i ghted several critical
points. The report pointed out
severe m snmanagenent and fraud
wi thin the bank, including msuse
of funds and poor financi al
deci sions by the bank's officers.

It criticizes the |ack
of proper oversight by the
governnent, which allowed these
I ssues to go unchecked. The report

detail ed the devastating inpact on
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Aneri can Freednen depositors, many
of whomlost their |ife savings.
It provided recomendations for
I nprovi ng oversight of financial
institutions to prevent simlar
failures in the future.

It must be under st ood
that the Gvil R ghts Act of 1866
was enacted to protect the civil
rights of people who endeared a
previous condition of slavery,
ensuring they had the sane rights
as Wiite citizens to nake and
enforce contracts, sue, give
evi dence, inherit, purchase, |ease,
sell, hold and convey real and
personal property.

Unfortunately, on
Cct ober 25, 2023 at the Freednen's
Bank Forumthe rightful heirs of
this estate, the descendants of the
emanci pated were di scarded and
repl aced by a Vi ce-President Kanmal a

Harris described a $12 billion
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fundi ng package that shoul d have
been directly issued to second,
third, fourth and fifth generation
chattel slavery survivors and their
of fspring, blatantly reassigned
this delivery to 162 community
banks for the benefit of inmmgrants
Asi ans, Latinos and Native
Anericans. | magi ne that.

This is a clear
violation of the Freednen's Bank
Charter and a continuation of the
underm ni ng and i nheritance
hi j acki ng that existed and caused
the institution to close in 1872.
What steps can we take to prevent
further hijacking? To truly nake
America great again, we nust
support the needs of Anerican
Fr eednen.

(Appl ause.)

MR. JACKSON: The
managers and adm ni strators of the

Ofice of Anerican Freednmen Affairs
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do not necessarily need to possess
a doctorate or a | aw degree nor

t hey nust be esteened nenbers of
the Boule or the Divine N ne.
However, they nust be well-versed
in the paraneters established by
the 39th Congress, the Cvil Rights
Act of 1866, the U. S. Constitution
and the Equal Protection clauses
identified in the 13th, 14th and
15t h Anendnent s.

(Appl ause.)

MR, JACKSON: Freednen
managers and associ ates for the
office will be confirnmed through an
I ndept h under st andi ng of these
concepts to safeguard agai nst
nodern hijacking of the office,
mnimzing the risk of being
conprom sed by those who negl ect
the best interest of Anerican
Fr eednen.

I n conclusion, the

Freednen's Bureau Act woul d never
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formally repeal. Instead the
Bureau was sunset through
appropriations. As a matter of
constitutional doctrine, the
expiration of a federal agency does
not di stinguish the underlying
constitutional right or enforcenent
duties that justified its creation.

Courts have repeatedly
hel d that when Congress create
rights under the 13th Anendnent,
those rights persist independent of
the adm nistrative structures
originally used to enforce them
The Freednen's Bank Charter is the
estate property of the progeny of
the emancipated. And as heirs to
this day, maintain the right to
I nclude this asset in current and
future estate planning.

To this date, there has
never been a proclamati on,
executive order of a seated

Presi dent, annul nent, repeal or
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final resolution of Congress or
U S. Suprene Court ruling that
vacat es, concl udes nor deens
unconstitutional the Freedman
Savi ngs Bank Trust Conpany Act of
1865. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you. Thank you so much for your
testinony. As we proceed with the
next speaker, we want to kind of
nove this to the Q%A portion, so
that we have so nmany questions to
unpack. And one thing that | wll
ask is that as we continue this
process, that there be a tineline
of when things occurred and
est abl i shed and based on the
Constitution, how these things
happen.

One of the things that
caught ny ear is the quickest way
to close the agency is underfunded.

I f you want to kill it, starve it.
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And so, as we start to put these
facts on a tineline, that we see
where they occurred and what
potentially should be the renedy.
Thank you.

Who's next? State your
name for the record.

MR WLLIAMS: M nane
Is Rashawmn Wllianms. | was born
and raised in Philadel phia. M
ancestors reside in South Carolina
and have since before the 13
colonies of the United States were
formed in the late 1700s. | have
wor ked on behal f of Anerican
Freednen and the issues around
Aneri can Freednen for over seven
years, and thank the el ders and
f orebears whose work made it
possible for ne to be here today.

During ny tine serving
as the Co-chair to the Phil adel phia
Nati onal Coalition of Blacks for

Reparations in Anerica, |
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organi zed, | obbied and aut hored and
served as the Co-chair for the
Phi | adel phi a Reparations Task
Force, to which |I've becone well -
versed in the subject at hand, and
establishing an Ofice of
Freednen's Affairs is an ideal
conti nuation of that work, alnost a
uni l aterally accepted and agreed-
upon next step by organi zers across
the country who al so work on behal f
of reparations in order to address
t he badges of slavery and Jim Crow
in the United States.

So little bit of
history. In 1862, the Pennsyl vani a
Freednen's Relief Association was
established. GCkay. Again, in 1862
t he Pennsyl vani a Freednen's Reli ef
Associ ation was established to
support fornerly enslaved Anericans
to transition into being Freednen
and wonen in the North. Ckay.

In 1863, the Friends
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Associ ati on of Phil adel phia, again
in 1863 the Friends Association of
Phi | adel phia and its Vicinities for
the Relief of Col or Freednen was
established, and a part of that the
“"Port Royal Experinent" and
“"National Freednen's Reli ef
Associ ation" fromthe Sea |slands
of South Carolina was successfully
established. Its successful
establi shnent inspired and noved
the federal Freednen's Bureau to be
enact ed subsequently in 1865.

Now, Phil adel phi a has
had a Freednen's bank in South
Phi | adel phia, the 7th Ward. The
reason why I'mnentioning this is
because this has been done al ready.
Pennsyl vani a, Phil adel phia has had
Freednen's Bureaus as well as a
Freednen's Bank, South Philly.
After the assassination of Abraham
Lincoln and the political attacks

on congressional acts to legally
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protect Anerican Freednen, the
Nat i onal Freednen's Bureau was

di sbanded and the trustees of the
Freednen's Bank confiscated all of
Its deposits, causing the bank to
go bankrupt and eventual |y taking
weal th and assets from Freednen
comuni ti es.

Phi | adel phia | egislators
have an opportunity to reverse
t hose danmages through this agency.
So what woul d the agency do? Well,
ensure human rights, constitutional
rights, comunity building, famly
restoration, epigenetic repair, a
whol e lot of stuff that |'m going
to start to talk about in the
presentati on.

So Phil adel phia is known
as a city of firsts. | want to go
t hrough sone of the other cities
and states that have put together
sone sort of reparations

| egi sl ation just so that we know
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we're not on an island. So the
state of California, the state of
New Jersey, cities |ike Evanston,
I1linois; Amherst, Boston; and
Canbri dge, Massachusetts;
W m ngton, Del aware; Detroit,
M chigan; St. Louis, Mssouri;
Durham Hi gh Point and Ashevill e,
North Carolina; Providence, Rhode
| sl and; St Paul, M nnesot a;
Burlington, Vernont and nmany nore,
but Phil adel phia will be the first
to establish a Freednen's Ofice in
this particular capacity,
especially in the 21st Century.
(Appl ause.)
MR WLLIAMS: So
Phi | adel phi a has | ong been a | eader
in abolition and reparations. It
is the only city in the nation that
has a slavery disclosure |aw that
requires institutions to produce
statenments of financi al

reparations.
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(Appl ause.)
MR WLLIAMS: Again,

Phi | adel phia. And that work was
| argely pushed by N COBRA, The
National Coalition of Blacks for
Reparations in Anerica in 2004 and
2005. Again, the city has a
sl avery disclosure | aw where
busi nesses are to disclose their
ties to slavery and provide
statenents of financial reparations
where there are ties found.

So Bill 040133-A and
Bill 050615 have yet to garner a
proj ected inpact since they were
established in 2004 and 2005, but
t hey show prom se, potential and
how Phi | adel phi a has been a prem er
in freedom and justi ce.

Now, to get to the 39th
Congress of 1865 and the G vil
Ri ghts Act of 1866, this is an
opportunity to deliver on those

things. Now, let's junp to the
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slide. So | believe fol ks have
this, this little colorful packet.
l"'mfromPhilly. [|'mnot reading,
so you mght hear a little ya-neans
and a little all rights, just as
you follow ne as | speak.

| have this so that
fol ks can see this history is not
foreign to Philadel phia. W're
conti nuing on work that was
stopped. If folks want to |l earn
nore, they can speak wth ne
afterwards. But this is enough
information for folks to do their
own research, specifically how
South Carolina had the relationship
wi th Phil adel phia to make sure that
fol ks were able to successfully be
free in the United States of
Aneri ca.

Next slide, please. So
this is the | anguage t hat
specifically speaks to the slavery

di scl osure | aw and fi nanci al
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reparations laws. So you all have
that in your packet as well. You
can do the research. And it speaks
on what the actual slavery

di scl osure | aw and fi nanci al
reparations ordi nance i s supposed
to do.

Next slide as well. So
| have this so that we can
under st and ecosystens. \Wen we
| ear ned about ecosystens and
ecol ogy when we were |ike children,
we | earned how the frog had a
relationship with the fish and how
the fish had a relationship wth
the nosquito, and how this ate
that, so city governnent,

I nstitutions, philanthropy, the
private sector, the for-profit
sector, these are all a part of the
ecosystem that would make sure the
Freednen's O fice would flourish.
So outside of what the federal

governnent has the obligation and
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preparation to do and the state,
Phi | adel phi a has the sane.

Next slide, please. So
as we talk about tinelines to your
poi nt, every generation is covered
as well as how the office can
I npl emrent sone of the practices of
restoration simlar to the other
of fices that have been established
for other ethnic and cul tural
groups in the city of Philadel phi a.

Next slide, please. So
| have this so that we can see in
your packets a wheel of repair. As
we under stand and thi nk about
reparations or think about an
Ofice of Freednen's Affairs, we
primarily think about dollars. But
it's not too often that we think
about epigenetic repair, health
care and reparations, traunma-
informed care, land repatriation
and restoring our actual
envi ronnent al ecol ogy.
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So this again is a
reference for folks to continue to
do their own research. It's
colorful, it's bright and it's
specific to the various ways that
the Ofice of Freednen's Affairs
coul d i nplenent sone of the
el enents of restoration to the
communi ty.

Next slide pl ease.
al so have this because it's
I nportant that each individual's
journey is going to be different
than the next. So Freednen are
going to need their own personal
profile so that they can identify
their wealth gaps, they can
identify their epigenetic trauna.
And folks can kind of ook at this
as their own profile, where you
could | ook at your wealth, you
coul d | ook at your education, you
could I ook at your nobility. This

Is designed so that as we're
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t hi nki ng about actually
establishing the office and the
work that it's going to do, we can
see a tenplate of how individuals
can actually get the restoration

t hat they need.

Next slide, please. So
| have these slides so that we
real |l y understand what Bl ack
Aneri cans, Anerican Freednen, fol ks
whose ancestors were call ed Negro,
all these different terns actually
went through. 1|'mgoing to read
sone specifically fromny notes.
Next slide, please. So we have --
first of all, there was sonething
call ed the Negro Act and the Casual
Killing Act. | just want y'all to
do your own research on what the
Negro Act was and what the Casual
Killing Act was.

We have the Fugitive
Sl ave Act, the M ssouri Conprom se,

Bl ack Codes, Convict Leasing, the
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Sterilization Acts, JimCrow | aws.
These were laws that were directly
targeted to Anerican Freednen, to
Bl ack Anericans, to the Anerican
Negro. And to this day, sone of
these | aws have yet to be di sbanded
i ke the Negro Act, which basically
made it illegal -- for exanple,
that's where we get the outl aw of
the drum They nmade it illegal for
us to drum and gather, just to give
you sone context. | want y'all to
do y'all own research on sone of
t hese | aws.

Next slide, please.
That's the Black Belt so that we
can understand all of the work that
our ancestors put in into the
South. Next slide, please. So
when you tal ked about tinelines,
this is atineline of the boosts
and bl ocks economically in Anerica
to different cultural, racial and

ethnic groups. And | have this
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here as well as where it's cited
fromso that fol ks can again do
their owmn research, like the G
bill and Bl ack fol ks not being able
to receive the benefits of such.

Last slide. So | have
this because ultimately it is about
the restoration of the famly, the
restoration of the community --

(Appl ause.)

MR WLLIAMG: And the
i mages that I'musing are specific
so that we, you know, we have
options. This is the diplomatic
option that we're taking. The next
generation is not going to do the
di plomatic option. Y all do
understand that, right? |I'mtalking
tony -- I"'mnot even talking to
ya-nmean right now |I'mtalking to
us.

So we have the
opportunity to do the diplomatic

option so that we can rebuild the
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wor | d before the next generation
burns it and uses the ashes to grow
sonething else. |I'mbeing very

cl ear about that. So in that,

t hese i mages show our power and
self-determ nation for us to do for
sel f.

Can you go back to the
first slide, please, the very first
one, all the way up? The thing
that | want to enphasi ze is that
the Ofice of Freednmen's Affairs is
going to be us doing for self so
that we can be well off. And y'all
know when we good, the world is
good. W've seen that tinme and
ti me again.

| ask that this body do
what y'all know to do in your heart
and your soul and to conprehend
that this work has already been
done in the Gty of Philadel phia.
W' ve had a series of successes,

fromthe Mayor to the Council body
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and the representati on that we see,
Phi | adel phi a being a maj or
contribution to the city of firsts.
That's why we're having our

cel ebration here. So this is the
prime opportunity for us to do so.

| thank you so nuch for
your time and |I'm | ooking forward
to answering any questions that you
have.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Wow.
Again, a lot to digest.

Menbers of the
commttee, would you like to ask
guestions? |f not --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Yes.
| have --

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

Menber Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. | really appreciate
everyone's testinmony. It was very

informative, very enlightening. A
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guestion | have is what are the
metrics that we'll use before this
bureau to define if it's
successful ?

MR WLLIAMS: So you
have qualitative and quantitative.
The qualitative that | would |ike
to tal k about is our people having
a sense of pride, a sense of |ove,
peace, culture, all of the
I nnovation that we provide to the
nation. The quantitative is we
need to make sure that we have
wlls. W need to nmake sure that
we have i nheritances.

| know the presentation
isn't up, but there are a series of
econom c qualifiers. W can
identify some of the poverty that
our folks are living in. W can
identify the education gaps, the
I ssue of 20 schools being cl osed

down and the oversight that --

(Appl ause.)
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MR. WLLIAMS: -- was
taki ng pl ace since. Wen I
graduated in 2012, they would talk
about cl osing schools. They did
and then they're doing it again.
Just identifying how, you know,
redlining has contributed to
gentrification in comrunities that
we' re seeing never got the
I nvest nent or never got the prom se
for what they needed.

We coul d | ook at the
gqualitative -- | nean, the
gquantitative neasures of folks
having |i ke nore enpl oynent, folks
havi ng nore noney, fol ks owning
their vehicles, owning their hones.
| also want to directly acknow edge
and address sone of the el enents of
crinme, some of the elenents of
not her nortality rates, sone of the
el ements of Black intellectual
property. These are sone of the

guantitative things that we'll be
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able to see and neasure fromthis
particul ar office.

( Appl ause.)

MR, DI CKERSON: Let ne
pi ggyback on what he said. See,
all those things that you
descri bed, everything we talked
about as far as disparities,
problens in the community, all stem
fromlack of enforcenent of the
13t h Amendnent.

(Appl ause.)

MR. DI CKERSON: Al |l of
them The badges, vesti ges,

i ncidents of slavery are not being
addressed. You call them whatever
name, you know, you apply
deference. We'll call it public
safety. We'll call it L& . No,
when it applies to us, the 13th
Amendnent i s our shield.
Everything that we get extends as
an expression of the 13th

Amendrment. It's supposed to
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abolish slavery. It's not supposed
to manage it.

There's no budget
attached to abolishing the badges
of slavery. W have unlimted
funds when we're dealing with the
badges of slavery according to
Congress. There's no cap on this.
So whatever it takes, if we need to
build 1000 schools, the noney's
there. W're not -- |awrakers are
not accessing their authority under
the 13th Amendnent to address
anything that's in that slide.

MR WLLIAMS: | want to
answer the question again really
qui ckly with sonme specific points.
So folks will be able to identify
their ancestry and geneal ogy,
bi ol ogi cal endownents, their
i nheritances, wlls and their
hei rship, being able to establish
beneficiaries, understanding their

rights as benefactors as well as
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successi on planning, identifying
the issues of their actual |iving
environnent, |ike the health and
wel | -being of their living -- like
Ni cetown, for exanple, all of the
CO2 emi ssions in N cetown.

(Appl ause.)

MR. WLLIAMS: | have a
lot on ny mnd, but that's why |
wote it down. So |ooking at folks
a bit like financial literacy,
actual literacy, contracts,
certifications, licenses. These
are ways that we can actually be
able to | ook neasurably
guantitatively. Land, property,
real estate, copyrights,
trademar ks, patents, intellectual
property, businesses, enterprises,
t he measurenent of growt h of these
thi ngs, these are the ways that we
can actually | ook at sone of the
nunbers for the success of it.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And
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t hank you for describing sone of
t hose ways. And you nentioned a
lot of things that | think -- so
|l et me ask ny question: So why
woul d creating a new agency
translate into those neasurabl e
| nprovenents, right?

MR. WLLIAMS: Yeah.
Because our peopl e have a distinct
set of human rights violations that
no one else has in the country. W
have gone through sonet hi ng that
has to be acknow edged conpletely
separately than what everyone el se
has gone through in the country.

(Appl ause.)

MR WLLIAMS: Not Wiite
fol k, not Indians, not Asians. Qur
fol k have gone through sonethi ng
that is very distinct and very
uni que. For exanple, the police
officers had to be trained on how
to arrest and detain Japanese

Anmeri cans where they -- during a
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certain period of tine, maybe 40,
50 -- I'"'mnot quite sure the exact
time period, but I want to give you
this exanpl e.

If you were to tell a
Japanese man or worman to get on
their knees and be arrested, they
woul d start to lash out. Wy?
Because the epigenetic trauma of
kneel i ng down before soneone who's
going to detain you is that they
woul d decapitate you in feudal
Japan. Wiy am | bringing this
exanpl e up? That's epigenetic
trauma. That's how t hey responded
to epigenetic trauma.

There was a study that
happened where police officers were
then trained to not do that. Do
need to list our trauma in the
country? Now, have we had --

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG. |
t hi nk you m ght have to.

MR WLLIAMS: That's
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why | have it on the slide. But
have we had that study? Have we
had a specific office dedicated to
maki ng sure that our issues and our
traumas, our human rights
viol ati ons were addressed wth the
sanme attention as everybody el se?
The answer is no. That's the
reason why this is needed and
important. And this would not be a
country without us. Stop -- well,
let me relax. Yeah.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. | appreciate that.

MR, WLLIAMS: Yeah.
Thank you. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, Menber Young.

Menber Brooks and then
Menber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS:
Thank you so much for your
presentation. |t was very

informative and | appreciate the
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tinmeline at the end. |t probably
brought it all together. So as |

t hi nk about establishing the Ofice
of Freednen Affairs and the |ist of
itens that we would need to get
there, have you thought of what
city agencies would need to be

I ncorporated to get us there?

Sonme automatically cane
out as you were tal king about wlls
and things |like that, but have you
guys t hought about what other city
agenci es could kind of partner in
the process to establishnent?

MR, WLLIAMS: Yeah. |
woul d say all of the city agencies
woul d participate. One of the
I nteresting things that we know
needs to take place with the Ofice
of Freednen's Affairs is fol ks need
to do their geneal ogy and they need
to do their ancestry. And so, our
archival information needs to be

di scl osed to us, because there
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could be land repatriation that we
were owed in the South. That's
really inportant for us to
understand what wealth we're
sitting on and don't have access
to.

And then just even from
that, we can then think about, you
know, the financial institutions
and organi zations that would be
part of it. Public safety and the
hi storical preservation
organi zations that provide all of
the plagues out front of the
hi storical markers. As we do this,
we're going to see way nore history
come up of the work that we've
done. So every agency is going to
be i nvol ved.

What it's really going
to take i s know edgeabl e,
passi onat e, conpassi onate and
personabl e i ndividuals who are

going to lead the charge to work
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with all of these organizations and
agencies, not in a way where
they're oppositional, but we
understand that the genius of our
fol ks have contributed to the
greatest innovations in the
country. So there's no office that
this particular office would not
work with. [It's just how and the
di stinct elenents that are uni que
to our struggle that would be
different fromhow other offices
are engaged.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Thank you.

MR WLLI AVS;
Absol utely. You're wel cone.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:
Menber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: |
t hi nk you answered part of the
guestion that | was |ooking for,

right. | think that there's a
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di fference between just describing
sone of the challenges are, right,
but you expl ai ned what are sone of
t hose actionable things that we can
do in order to kind of start this
process. That was ny question.

In addition to that,
beyond just city departnents,
right, how do you see this office
or your group working wth federal
and state partners who would help
to respond to sone of the things
that go beyond Council's authority?

MR WLLIAMS: So
Phi | adel phia is unique because we
are kind of a bully of the world in
terns of culture, and | nean that
in a good way. But the reason why
|"mnmentioning that is specifically
because we have Pittsburgh, we have
Harri sburg. Philadel phia is going
to set a trend for other cities and
states to conprehend how t hey can

establish offices of Freednen's
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Affairs as well. That's going to
be very inportant. W're going to
| ead by exanple. That's nunber
one.

Nunber two is that the
state and the federal governnent
have an obligation based off of
what Congress nade sure existed
t hrough the 39th Congress so that
resources can just be provided as
we establish the office. That's
nunber two. But nunber three is
that our folks are all across this
Anerican Di aspora. And so, we're
going to find best practices and
i nformati on and support from
phi |l ant hropy in the public sector,
the nonprofit sector across the
board, philanthropies in Wstern
Pennsyl vani a, philanthropies in
Florida, philanthropies in
California that are waiting for
I nnovation to cone about so that

they can invest and grant nonies to
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support our work before there's
even any noney that cones fromthe
federal governnment and the city.

| really want folks to
know that there is a world of
I ndi viduals who are giving in the
public and private sector through
phil ant hropic dollars to accelerate
this work. Once we start it, we're
going to have a base line of funds
to begin sone of that work and
devel op these rel ati onshi ps and
partners. And shout-out to Senator
Sharif Street for his work at the
state level as well. And I'm
passing to Brother Ogbonna Hagins.

(Appl ause.)

MR HAGNS: | want to
pi ggyback off of what Rashawn sai d.
W have been over the | ast maybe
six nmonths working with State
Senator Sharif Street, who is a
Congressi onal candidate, and he is

currently circulating a neno to
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establish an O fice of Freednen
Affairs at the state |evel.

( Appl ause.)

MR HAG@NS. So when you
ask in regards to howw Il we
I npl enment these things, when
Senator Sharif Street gets el ected,
he's going to take the Freednen
strategy right up to WAshi ngton.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you. And then, Rashawn, |
t hi nk you nenti oned sone ot her
states and towns that have actually
started an office like this one.
Have you all had an opportunity to
meet with them tal k about what
sone of their best practices are?
VWhat are they doing and what do you
t hi nk woul d be maybe the first
three to five steps or actions that
you would want to take or foll ow?

MR. DI CKERSON: There's

currently no Ofice of Freednen
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Affairs in the United States.

MR. WLLIAMS: There are
only other Reparations
Comm ssi ons - -

MR. DI CKERSON:  Yeah,
they got task forces. There's no
dedi cated office.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Ckay.

MR WLLIAMS: And so,
what |'I|l say to that is that these
other cities and states have done
their research. There are
nonprofit and grassroots
organi zati ons that have contri buted
a |l ot of education, a |ot of
groundwork to maki ng sure that
their |egislative bodies have heard
the voices of their folks. So
there's data there. There's best
practices there. There's a
community that's willing to share
I nformation that we can consult

with on a regul ar basis.
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They have exam ned how
funds can be taken fromdifferent
agencies in order to support sone
of those efforts. The only
official office of Freednmen Affairs
I s Canbridge, Massachusetts. They
just hired a director at the top of
the year in January, so they could
be a city and a state that we reach
out to for best practices, how
t hi ngs are goi ng.

However, the thing that
alot of -- and this is ny personal
and professional opinion. A lot of
fol ks lack inagination and
I nnovation to conprehend how t he
wor k can actually be done. The
reason why | had the graphics up is
because | would |ike for us to be
able to see all of the
or gani zati ons, agenci es and
institutions that can play a role
and how we have been doing this off

of just the muscle, out the nud
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with no noney. So when we get a
little yahm sayi ng, we can do a
littl e ya-nean.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

MR HAG NS: So | want
to be clear that the Phil adel phia
Reparations Coalition for Anerican
Freednen is the standard to foll ow.
We are going strictly by what the
39th Congress said is supposed to
happen, and that Congress is what
created Reconstruction. So who
el se can we really consult but the
39t h Congress, because they had
what was called a Freednen Inquiry
Commi ssion. And they did all the
research to determ ne what the
Freednen actual |y needed, what
needed to be done. And we're going
by what they say.

|'"d like to just say too

that a ot of tines you hear ne
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speaking when | cone to City
Council, I'mrepeating what the
39th Congress said. |'mrepeating
what Charles Sumer said. This is
not ny words. W just were able to
conme together as an organi zation to
do this research. And as Dr. King
said, truth crush the earth wll
soon rise again.

Well, this is that truth
that he was referring to. Because
Dr. King never tal ked about the
13t h Anendnent. He never tal ked
about the Freednen's Bureau. He
never tal ked about -- as great as
he was, and this is no knock on
Dr. King, but he didn't have the
I nformati on that we have today. W
are entitled to what the 39th
Congress said we're supposed to
have.

So as the public, we
have to learn this information and

find out what exactly am| entitled
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to as a descendant of sl avery, not
what everybody shoul d have, because
nmy ancestors didn't die for
everybody. They died specifically
for their people who were suffering
all of these incidents and badges
of sl avery.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So
what |'d like to do is focus on a
coupl e of things that deeply
touched ne today, that if you | ook
at the vestiges and badges of
slavery and you go by topic, you go
from school -to-prison pipeline
where you can docunent that
di sparities have happened in the
crimnal justice era that has
di sproportionately placed Freednen
and people of color in prisons.

| f you | ook at the fact
that the school -to-prison pipeline
Is predicated on illiteracy and the
fact that in slavery you were

|l egally prohibited fromlearning to
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read, and that they know today
currently, that if a young nman does
not read up to his potential by the
4t h grade, how many prison cells to
build by the tine they are 18.

So if you nultiply that
by health and that we weren't
allowed to eat proper foods and
today that in our conmmunities, we
have t he hi ghest degree of infant
nortality, the highest degree of
organ failure, that all of these
t hi ngs are those badges and
vesti ges.

|f we | ook at the
mlitary, where discrimnation was
ranpant. And that if ne as a
non- person of color went in and
took a test and | got scheduled to
be an airplane pilot and you
infantry, those are two different
trajectories upon going back into
society and levels of incone. |If

you | ook at food deserts and pl aces

Page 88

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Safety

that we call often ghettos, that
those were by design, that they
built the other side of the tracks
to contain us. They built the

ot her side of the expressway to
contain us. And whenever they saw
fit that that property becane

val uabl e, they took it back.

So there are so nany,
you nentioned, neasures and how do
we see if we're nmaking progress, if
in five years after the
establ i shnment of the Freednen
Bur eau, the popul ation of prisons
of people or descendants goes down,
measurenent. |f we have increased
graduation rates, neasurenent. |f
we have econom c incone in
communi ties that have been |eft
out, benefit, and we can track
t hose things.

So this is a beginning
that we need to set up a structure

call ed the Freednmen's Bureau to
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I npl enment, nonitor because it's the
right thing to do.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So
are there any other questions for
this panel ?

MR, JACKSON:

Counci | man?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes.

MR, JACKSON: | wanted
to go back to Council nenber Brooks'
i nquiry. She tal ked about
partnership. And | think we need
to make sure that we keep that |ine
of demarcation in place. There
wi |l be partnerships. But this
office that we're tal king about is
specifically for Anmerican Freednen,
descendants of the enmanci pat ed.

And | say that because
soneti mes we nention Black, we
mention col ored, we nmention African
Anerican, we nention Brown, we

mention Negro. But all those
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titles that | just nentioned,
people in those groups don't
qualify as descendants of
emanci pated people so we got to
make that clear. And | believe
t hat when we have these
conversations this is where it gets
t ough, because that dividing |ine
and those partnershi ps that was
di scussed, it wll be partnershi ps,
but the office would advocate our
every need. So if it's sonething
needed, the partnership would just
be in relation to the bureau or to
the office with that particular
organi zation. This wouldn't turn
into a partnership where soneone is
going to do a mani pul ati on or
nmodi fication to the office and then
we start trying to do sone type of
outreach programfor all people.

| just wanted to nmake it
clear as we tal k about

partnershi ps. Because in color,
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it'lIl start, you know, to seep out
and we won't stay focused on
descendants of the emanci pated
people. And as the adm nistrator,
| just want to nmake sure we stay
there. As we take your questions,
we're going to nmake sure we stay
conpliant. Because when the office
starts, it shouldn't be no
surprises. \Wen people |ine up,
you know, hunpbacks, giants,
di fferent people, we know that the
people that's in that |ine should
be descendants of enmanci pated
peopl e.

(Appl ause.)

MR. JACKSON: And as
this brother said here, it'll be
t hrough geneal ogy studi es and
testing.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you. Thank you for your testinony.

And it's very inportant that we put
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all of that on the record because
it's a lot of information and we
are going to have to, as a group,
figure that out so that we can take
the next steps, which is to
establish an office based on these
di scussi ons.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:
Ms. Stack, can you pl ease read the
next panel to testify.

THE CLERK: Cara
MO ellan, Crimnal Legal Chair for
t he Phil adel phi a Reparations Task
For ce.

(Wtnesses approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Can
we get nore than one?

THE CLERK: (I naudi bl e).

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  So
it's single?

THE CLERK: Yes.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Ckay.
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Pl ease have a seat and
begi n your testinony. Thank you
for your patience.

M5. McCLELLAN:  Thank
you, Counci |l menber Jones, for
calling this inportant history
hearing to hear this inportant
history. And | also want to say
t hank you to Council nenbers
Gaut hi er and Brooks for the
creation of the Phil adel phia
Repar ati ons Task Force.

So good norning. My
name is Cara McClellan. | teach at
Penn Carey Law School. | direct a
clinic called the Advocacy for
Racial and Cvil Justice dinic,
and | also teach a course called
the Unfini shed Work of
Reconstruction. So | want to say
at the outset | plead the 13th, as
the shirt says.

| agree whol eheartedly

with the information that you' ve
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just heard fromthe Coalition about
the i nportance of grounding this
conversation in the Constitution.
We often tal k about discrimnation
and institutional racismas if it's
about right and wong or being nice
or nmean or that type of thing.

It's not. It's about the
Constitution, and we really need to
own that and the reality that the
sane way people talk about their
2nd Amendnent rights or the 1st
Amendnment rights, we have 13th and
14t h Anendnent rights that require
action.

And so, it's not just
about soneone being nice and
changi ng behavior. [It's about what
the Constitution entitles us to.

So | really just whol eheartedly
agree and want to -- | really
recogni ze that framng that was

al ready ably explained. But if it

Is ever helpful to this commttee
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or generally for Gty Council, our
clinic would be happy to draft a
meno on sone of the ways that the
13t h Amendnent has interpreted the
remedi es that are required, even
though it's already been very ably
expl ai ned.

If it's hel pful to just
provi de sone additional case |aw,
we'd be happy to do that. Happy to
do that research. |'m here today
with two of ny students, Natalie
Respond and Kate M:Namar a- Mar sl and.
And | wanted to nmake sure that they
wer e here because they are doing
wor k through the clinic
representing Dr. Walter Pal ner and
the Conmttee of Elders who are
advocating for reparations for the
Bl ack Bottom di spl acenent.

A long history of
di spl acenent is relevant for this
conversation, but al so because both

Kate and Natalie are on our |egal
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team representi ng avengi ng the
ancestors and Bl ack journey and the
|l awsuit that is challenging the
Nat i onal Park Services, renoval of
a critical exhibit about the
hi story of the nine people who were
ensl aved by President CGeorge
Washington that is directly
connected. W have to acknow edge
our history and the truth of
slavery is at the core of the
foundation of this country,

Phi | adel phi a being the birthplace
of denocracy as we nove forward and
design renedy. So | wanted to
acknow edge both of their work
because they've been hitting the
ground runni ng as our team has been
litigating this issue that is now
bei ng appealed to the Third
Crcuit.

And then al so just one
ot her recognition. | want to
acknowl edge Morgan Smalls, who
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hails from West Phil adel phia and is
currently a | aw student at Howard
Law School, but has been

i nstrunental on the Reparations
Task Force as an intern and
supported ne in creating these
coment s.

Today | am going to be
presenting not about the harns
which are laid out in the
Repar ati ons Task Force Report,
whi ch we woul d wel cone the
opportunity to share nore about the
harns that we've identified and
found so far, but about a franmework
for the Bureau which could enact
the renedi es that are recommended
t hrough the task force.

And | want to begin
again grounding us in the history
of the Freednen's Bureau that was
created in the context of
Reconstruction, and then I'll talk

alittle bit about the California
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Bureau that already is being
enacted and then nmake sone
recomendati ons for Phil adel phi a,
if that's okay.

| want to al so just
acknow edge the work of N COBRA to
conti nue to nmake sure that we focus
on the inportance of this agency.
|"ve | earned so nmuch from N COBRA
| ocally in Philadel phia and
nationally and the novenent that
t hey have been | eadi ng over many
decades.

So with regard to the
Freednen's Bureau, and you can
click to the next slide, the
Freednen's Bureau, officially
call ed the Bureau of Refugees,
Freednmen and Abandoned Lands, as
we' ve heard, a U. S. governnent
agency created during
Reconstruction, and the m ssion was
to support fornerly enslaved people

as they transition to full
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citizenship after the Gvil War.
It was established in 1865 by
Congress and signed into | aw by
Presi dent Abraham Li ncoln, the
result of the Freednen's Bureau.

It was started as an
initiative to provide education for
peopl e who were fornerly ensl aved
and had been recently emanci pat ed.
But really when we think about the
| egacy of our public schools across
the country, it is the source of
our public school system and has
benefited all Anericans. So | just
think that that's inportant to say
because there's many ways in which
the | egacy of the Freednen's Bureau
has served our country deeply and
foundati onal |l y.

It al so provided food,
cl ot hing and nedical care to
fornmerly enslaved people. It
assisted with legal matters, and

"Il tal k nmore about that,
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i ncluding protecting civil rights.
It helped reunite famlies who had
been separated by slavery. And
this is sonething that |I've witten
alittle bit about. It also hel ped
to ensure that fornerly ensl aved
peopl e were supported in finding

j obs and negoti ating | abor
contracts.

When you | ook at what
was happening at that tine, there
were many exanpl es of peopl e bei ng
formal | y emanci pated, and under the
13t h Anendnent it was no | onger
| egal to have formal slavery. But
informally, we then see people
entering these contracts that say,
" m going to continue doing exactly
what | was doing on this
pl antation. And so, there was a
real need to have enforcenent in
terns of ensuring that the
realities of slavery weren't just

perpetuated in new | anguage t hrough
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the device of a contract, and that
was recogni zed as critical and core
to what it neans to be a citizen.
So in short, the
Freednmen Bureau's history can offer
us i nportant |essons about
possibility, but also about the.
Source of resistance, racism
vi ol ence, lack of resources and
political opposition are the reason
that the Freednen's Bureau
ultimately closed in 1872. And |
just want to enphasize within that,
| ack of resources. It was truly, |
t hi nk as Counci | nrenber Jones
al ready nodded to, it is truly a
reflection of starving an agency
t hat had such inportant potential.
And agai n, that happens just seven
years after its creation. So think
about how | ong sl avery |l asted and
then how qui ckly we decl ared the
wor k of remedying it over.

Clearly, it was not.
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Next slide, please.

When we think about what has been,
you know, where are exanpl es that
we can | ook across the country. So
California is one place where there
has been novenent in terns of
creating a Freednen's Affair

agency. California Statew de
Repar ati ons Task Force recommended
establishing a new agency, and it
woul d be called the California
Aneri can Freednen Affairs Agency.
It's tasked with helping to

I npl ement reparations efforts and
assi sting descendants of ensl aved
peopl e.

And again, it is
directly tied to the Reparations
Task Force and inplenenting the
recomendati ons that the report
identified in California. In
Oct ober 2025, Governor Newsom
signed Senate Bill 518 establishing

t he agency as a Bureau for
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Descendants of Anerican Sl avery.
This Bureau is tasked with

over seei ng reparations prograns,
geneal ogy services, outreach and

|l egal aid. And this newy enacted
| aw, the Bureau is established
under the state Cvil R ghts

Di vi si on Depart nent.

A deputy director is
goi ng to be appointed by the
Governor and confirnmed by the
Senate. The bill also requires the
Bureau to have a m ssion statenent
consistent wth the state
Reparati ons Task Force to achieve
its objectives. The bill outlines
specific divisions and functions, |
t hi nk, many of which are worth
| ooking at and |I'I|l give sone
exanpl es.

The Bureau has an
Educati on and Qutreach Division to
devel op and i nplenment a public

education canpaign. | think that's
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critical. So nmuch of this is about
educating the public about this

hi story and bui |l di ng consensus
around the need for a renedy. The
Bureau also has a |legal affairs

di vision that provides |egal advice
and counsel and ensures prograns
are enacted consistent with

| egi slative authority. It also
advi ses on |l egal and regul atory
initiatives and serves as a |iaison
on legal matters with state
agenci es and other entities.
California's Bureau provides

I nsight into how we coul d establish
a Freednen's Bureau here in

Phi | adel phi a.

And we can click to the
next slide now. At the city level,
a Freednen's Bureau can provide
support in sonme of the follow ng
ways: First of all, I think it's
critical that we have institutional

continuity, right. W know that

Page 105

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Safety

this work is nmulti-generational
wor k and that we need a conm t nent
that is institutional and | ong-term
that won't change with
adm ni strations. So the Bureau
could create an admnistrative
structure that would control and
ref orm progranmm ng when necessary.
Thi s woul d support the
goal of having a nmulti-generational
program sust ai ned beyond current
task force nenbers, for exanple.
The Bureau woul d build
I nstitutional know edge over
decades about what interventions
are nost effective, and it would
track outcones across generations
and adapt prograns based on
evi dence rather than being at the
whi m of political cycle. So that's
the first thing. | think it has to
be an institutional conmtnent.
Second, it would provide

centralized support. Instead of
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scattering programs, as we've

al ready acknow edged, across
different departnents, it would be
a way of housing coll aboration

bet ween different departnents and
agencies so that it could be -- so
that the issues would not be
deprioritized, but would be front
and center for every agency. |

al so want to say | agree with

M. WIllians that it really does

i nplicate every agency, because all
of our agenci es and departnents
have a role in creating and
sustaining institutional raci smand
therefore have to have a role in
addressing it.

A Freednen's Bureau
woul d serve as the centralized hub.
It would be a source of contact for
appropriate city officials, provide
vari ous services and programm ngs
and it would function as a one-stop

shop for all of the sectors of the
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task force in terns of the report
and the recommendati ons to i npact,

I ncl udi ng housi ng, educati on,
econom ¢ devel opnent, crim nal
justice and community investnent.
Thi s coordi nat ed approach woul d
allow residents to access nmultiple
services through a really

I ntersectional approach and through
a single point of contact, reducing
bureaucratic barriers and ensuring
conpr ehensi ve support.

Third, data,
docunentati on, accountability. A
critical conponent of the
programnm ng wll require data
tracki ng and docunentation. This
Is both wwth regard to who w ||
receive reparations and what the
harns that have been experienced
are that require a renedy. So a
bureau that is dedicated to
conducti ng ongoi ng research and

saf eguar di ng docunentati on of past
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and continued disparities is
critical, and this would provide
evi dence for why conpensation or
prograns shoul d be inpl enented,
sust ai ned and expanded.

| want to in particular,
and |1'd be happy to pass this out,
a recommendati on of having a raci al
I npact statenent required within
different city departnents. This
Is a policy that has been adopted
at the nunicipal |level and at the
state level all over the country,
and this brief nmeno just kind of
| ays that out as a one- pager.

And it's inportant
because, as you just heard fromthe
| ast panel, the Suprenme Court has
weakened our tools for addressing
Intentional discrimnation. And in
particular, when action is facially
neutral, when it does not
explicitly say that it's

cl assifying peopl e based on race or
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taki ng action because of race, but
where we know that the inpact, the
di sproportionate inpact is

predi ctable, right. Because we
don't have the disparate inpact
liability tools that we used to in
courts because of the ways that
federal courts have rolled it back
and the way that this

adm ni stration has w thdrawn the
regul ati ons, we know Departnent of
Justice has now wi t hdrawn the

di sparate inpact regulations, this
Is a critical tool we used to have
for addressing system c racism
And wthout it, as the |last panel
al ready tal ked about, we need new
t ool s.

And one of the ways that
different | ocal governnents have
gotten at this is by requiring a
raci al i1npact statenent when a
policy or a law is being enacted.

So, for exanple, when nmaking
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budget ary deci si ons, doi ng an
anal ysis upfront on what is the
racial i1 npact going to be, what are
the disparities or
di sproportionalities that we at the
out set should recognize and try to
address before the law is even
passed.

So it would be research
and assess the
di sproportionalities, then a
requirenent to mtigate the
di sproportionalities, and then if
it's not mtigated, the departnent,
this agency, the Freednen's Bureau
woul d have that record, would have
that data and it woul d be an
addi tional tool of addressing the
di sparity going forward, including
by being able to show that an actor
was aware and enacted sonet hi ng
even know ng that there was going
to be this disparity. This is a

critical basic step in ny opinion

Page 111

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Safety

that is necessary at the nunici pal

| evel because we don't have the
tools that used to exist for

addr essi ng di sparate inpact
violations. The Bureau could al so
(1 naudi bl e) annual reports,
measuri ng out cones, tracking

weal t h- bui | di ng progress and

hol ding the city accountable to its
comm t nent s.

The last thing | want to
say, M. Wllians really | think
covered very el oquently, about the
I nportance of the slavery
di sclosure law. It's not currently
bei ng enforced. | think the |egal
di vision of a Freednen's Bureau
could play a key role in enforcing
this law. And in addition, it
could be a source of funding if we
hol d account abl e the actors,
private actors, that have benefited
fromslavery and have acknow edged

this history now So that's a
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critical tool.

The other two categories
| want to tal k about --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Hol d
on please. M. Stack, can you
research who passed that law in
2057

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

(I naudi bl e).

MS. McCLELLAN:  It's
Phi | adel phi a Code 171042.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Was
t hat Bl ondel| Reynol ds Brown?

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

(I naudi bl e).

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  John
Street. 205, that is amazing.

Al'l right. Thank you.
Go ahead. Keep goi ng.

M5. McCLELLAN:  And you
can click to the last slide. So
the divisions |'ve tal ked about so
far, the legal division, the
Research and Data Di vi si on woul d

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Safety

organi ze and mai ntain data
collected. Again, thisis in line
with what California has done. It
woul d continue the research started
by the Reparations Task Force. It
woul d be structured based on
various policy areas, recognizing
that these substantive areas are

i nterconnected. But it would study
housi ng di scrim nation, crim nal
justice disparities, economc

di sinvestnent. And it would nmake
this really accessible to the
publi c.

The di vision woul d not
only keep current data, but it
woul d track disparities over tine
as a way of neasuring progress.

And goi ng back to the question
about accountability and what is
the standard for assessing progress
made by this agency, this would be
a source for assessing that

progr ess.
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And then lastly, a
Prograns and Renedi es
Adm ni stration Division. This
coul d handl e the direct
I npl erent ati on of reparations,
progranm ng and manage any trust
funds or financial accounts used to
del i ver conpensation. This would
I ncl ude overseeing community
I nvest ment prograns, applications
for individual paynents and
managi ng busi ness devel opnent funds
for community nenbers. The
di vi si on shoul d establish clear
criteria and steps for individuals
to obtain these benefits.

And so, in closing |
just want to enphasize this is not
just a theoretical conversation.

It has to be a very practical
conversation about how to inpl enent
the renedies that are required for
the harns that are being

docunented. And in doing so, as
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we' ve al ready heard, we can build
on history. W can also build on
what we know i s being inplenented
in other states and at the | ocal
| evel, but it has to be wth
grassroots voices at the heart of
this, and the people who are nost
directly inpacted really being at
the center of this. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you so nmuch for your testinony.

WI 1l the next
presenter -- oh, you have a
questi on, coment.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, M. Chair.

| wanted to thank you,
Cara. Thank you and your team for
all of your contributions to the
Repar ati ons Task Force, but to this
wor k nore broadly and thanks for
the presentation today. | love the

raci al inpact statenent. The first
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thing that popped into ny head is
that we need this for the School
District Facilities Plan posthaste,
because what has been laid out wll
have a significant inequitable

I npact on Bl ack and Brown
comruni ti es throughout

Phi | adel phia. But | |ove the
concept and think we shoul d

i mpl ement this in Philly governnent
in addition to the Freednen's
Bureau. Thank you so nuch.

M5. McCLELLAN: Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you.

Menber Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank
you.

Thank you, Professor,
for your testinony. A couple
questions. | only read the city's
brief so | apologize. | only read

the city's brief in regard to the
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menorial renoval, so the city
didn't raise the 13th Anmendnent
claimin their brief. Can you talk
about if this claimhas been raised
during this process in order to try
town this in the courts?

MS. McCLELLAN: So we
actually did raise a 14th Amendnent
cl ai mon behal f of attack and the
Bl ack journey. This was just in
our amcus brief, which really |ays
out the equal protection
inplications of the renoval. And |
really appreciated the testinony of
the first panel in terns of all the
ways that the Suprene Court has
chi pped away at our ability to
establish intentional
di scrim nati on.

VWhat we are left with --
as | know you're an attorney, so
you know. What we're left with is
t hese tools through indirect and

when we have it, direct evidence of
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establishing discrimnation, right.
And so, in the case of the
President's House renoval, we talk
about how to establish an equal
protection violation for the
deci sion to renove the exhibit
based on the Arlington Heights
test. And so, we go through the
di fferent factors.

So we tal k about -- and
"1l be brief because |I know this
iIs -- I'"mhappy to also send the
brief. But we talk about all of
the statenents that this
adm ni strati on has nade as one
source of evidence about erasing
di scussi ons of sl avery, erasing
di scussi ons of race and erasing
di scussions in particular of Black
Hi story through National Park
Service, for exanple, not honoring
Martin Luther King Day as a
hol i day. There's so nany exanpl es

of the renpval s that have been
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identified as disparagi ng Anerican

hi story under the executive order,

but are really just telling honest

hi story and including Black stories
I n that.

And when you | ook at the
way it has targeted Bl ack History
explicitly, when you | ook at the
process, which was not a nor nal
process, right, despite all of the
del i berative process that led to
the creation of the exhibit, then
we just have people coming in from
NPS with crowbars in the m ddl e of
the day, throw ng these panels in
t he back of a pickup truck, that is
not a deliberative process. And
Arlington Heights tells us that
that's another factor for show ng
an equal protection violation.

So | won't go on for too
l ong, but in the brief we very nuch
lay out that this is a violation of

the 14th Arendnent. | certainly
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think that it is also an exanpl e of
a badge and incidence of slavery
that we don't have di scussi ons of
slavery in our national nonunents.
This is, in fact, the first exanple
of a nenorial to enslaved people on
federal ground. And so, we do talk
about the equal protection
viol ation under the 14th Amendnent.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG So in
t he begi nning of your answer, you
wer e tal king about how the federal
courts have begun to kind of dilute
the tools that we have, right. So
what nakes you so sure that or why
should | guess the -- why should we
fund an office on a nunicipal |evel
I f courts have found that these
tools are | guess not |egal or
constitutional, right? So how
woul d our office be deenmed to be
under the Constitution?

M5. McCLELLAN:  Well, |

mean to be fair | don't | don't
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want us part of what the Trunp
adm ni stration has done is to
m sstate what is required under
current law and to suggest and to
chill action that could be
affirmatively aneliorating
di scrimnation by suggesting that,
for exanple, students for fair
adm ssions, the lawsuit that the
Suprene Court deci ded on
affirmati ve action requires a whole
pl et hora of action, including
getting rid of diversity, equity
and inclusion, right.

That's not true.
Students for fair admssions is a
much nore |limted decision about
considering race as a factor in
adm ssions. | worked on the case
so | know what was presented at
trial and what was ultimtely
decided. So to suggest that that
case requires a whol e sl ew of ot her

things, it's just actually an
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I naccurate description of the | aw
And so, although there
are ways that the Suprenme Court has
chi pped away at, for exanple,
di sparate inpact liability under
Title 6, it still is the case that
Title 6 exists. It still is the
case that the Equal Protection
Cl ause exists and requires,
particularly under Title 6, federal
actors and local actors to ensure
that you're not going to be
violating those laws, and that in
many cases, requires affirmative,
aneliorative steps that a body |ike
Cty Council is permtted to take.
But if it's hel pful,
again | hope ny students don't Kick
me under the table as |I'mcreating
nore work, but if it's helpful for
us to lay sone of that out in a
nmeno, we woul d be happy to because
we think there is strong | egal

support under Title 6 and the Equal
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Protecti on C ause.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you. That'd be hel pful. Yes,
t hank you.

MS. McCLELLAN:  Sure.
Absol utel y.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. Chair. | appreciate that.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you so nmuch for that insightful
conment ary.

Can we have the next
witness to testify please. Thank
you for your patience. State your
nane for the record and begi n your
t esti nony.

THE CLERK: Anton Moore,
Director of the Ofice of
Nei ghbor hood and Community
Engagenent; and Abu Edwards,
Executive Director of the Ofice of
Bl ack Mal e Engagenent.

(Wt nesses approached

W tness table.)

Page 124

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Safety

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Young
warriors, cone to the table. Have
a seat. |'ve had extensive
conversations with each of you.
Both of you are well-versed in what
happens today to African Anmericans,
particularly the descendants of
slavery. So state your nane and
begi n your testinony.

MR MOORE: My nane is
Ant on Mbore. Good norning to the
entire Commttee, Chairman. Thank
y'all for welcomng us here. |It's
my first time here so I'mgetting a
little, you know.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Ckay.

MR. MOORE: You know
what | nean. | feel good though.
So good norni ng, Chairperson Jones
and nmenbers of the Conmttee on
Public Safety. M nane is Anton
Moore and | serve as the Executive
Director of Public Engagenent and

Nei ghbor hood Affairs in the Mayor's
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O fice, Cherelle Parker. Joining
nme today i s Abu Edwards, the
Director of Black Mal e Engagenent.

| appreciate the
opportunity to testify on
Resol uti on No. 250781, exploring
the potential to create an Ofice
of Freedom Affairs in the Ofice of
Publ i ¢ Engagenent and Nei ghbor hood
Affairs. W are commtted to
engagi ng every comunity in the
City of Philadel phia, in addition
to our City Hall action centers,
whi ch provi de constituent services,
we have commi ssions and directors
whose work is tailored to enriching
specific comunities and
constituenci es.

Thi s includes the
O fices and Conm ssions for Mislim
Engagenent, Faith-based Engagenent,
Wnen Engagenent, HBCU and
Pan- Hel | eni ¢ Engagenent, Latino

Engagenent, Youth Engagenent and
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Bl ack Mal e Engagenent. W work to
ensure all comunities, all
nei ghbor hoods and all residents
from backgrounds are engaged by
Cty Hall. There is always nore
work to do, nore residents to
engage, nore ways to make
gover nment wor k for Phil adel phi a.

| look forward to
continue to partner with Gty
Council on this work. | think all
t he speakers today who are speaking
on such a touching topic. | too
have fam |y nenbers who cone from
Down South. My grandnot her used to
pi ck cotton and she would tell ne
different stories like that. So
heari ng the testinonies, you know,
it resonates with ny famly,
because ny grandnother is from
Ki ngstree, South Carolina, and ny
ot her grandnot her, which is ny
not her's not her, she's from

W Il m ngton, North Carolina.
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So like | said, hearing
t hese testinonies and havi ng you
guys here is very inportant. And
t hank you for allowing ne to
testify today and |'m happy to
answer any questions that you guys
may have.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you very nmnuch.

M. Edwards.

MR EDWARDS: |'mj ust
going to introduce nyself. M nane
Is Abu Edwards. | serve as the
Director of the Mayor's O fice of
Bl ack Mal e Engagenent and | serve
as the Executive Director of the
Mayor's Comm ssion of African
Anerican males. And |'mjust here
listening and | ooking forward to
answering any additional questions.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Wel |,
let's get started. How do you see
your agency interacting with the

Freednen' s Bureau?
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MR MOORE: We're
| ooking to take this information
back to the Mayor's office and have
t hat conversation of how this may
wor k, how it may not work or
what ever, but we see it through a
| ot of engagenent that we do. The
wor k that Abu does with Bl ack mal e
engagenent is very inportant with
engagi ng brothers here in
Phi | adel phia and then the Wnen's
Comm ssion as well. So we're
| ooking to take this information
back to the Mayor who makes t hat
ulti mate decision and go from
t here.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: One
of the origins of Black nale
engagenent was the negative
I npacts, and as nentioned, vestiges
of slavery in the areas of crimnal
justice, in the areas of educati on,
in the areas of health. Every

negati ve category doggone near
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there was, we were at the bottom of
the barrel being inpacted by So to
sone degree, there is a natural
gravity that relates to sone of
those origin problens that can be
traced back to slavery. So it is
I nportant that sonme of the things
that you may be working on now,
sone of the things that you are
comng up with solutions for be

I ncorporated in the Freednen's
Bureau, so we can start to kind of
| ook at how that could potentially
wor k t oget her .

MR, EDWARDS:. Well,
first I just want to thank you,
Counci | man Jones, because in 2016
you are the one who fought to get
t he Comm ssion on Referendumon a
ball ot to make it a pernmanent
comm ssion, neaning that this
comm ssion can't be renoved,
because you thought in your heart

and you knew in your heart the
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i nplications that Bl ack nen go
t hrough every single day, you heard
every single day fol ks were com ng
into your office saying that |
can't get a job or I may not be
able to own a hone.

The goal for our office
Is to address those disparities
I npacti ng Bl ack nen and boys of
color, while the Conm ssion's
responsibility is to devel op policy
recomendati ons that address those
di sparities, to be able to present
that to the Mayor and to be able to
present that to Gty Council. Just
this year alone, in February we had
two really great events, right. W
had a honmeownershi p program neeting
focused specifically on trying to
get nore Black nen to becone
honmeowners in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

About two weeks ago, we

had 100-pl us young Bl ack nen here
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for three and a half hours talking
about civic engagenent and how city
gover nment wor ks and how t hey can
see a governnent that they can see,
touch and feel. So, yes, we have a
| ot of work to do. Qur office, you
know, the O fice of Black Mle
Engagenent, we work with any and
ever ybody.
Qur goal is really to
nove forward to cl ose those
di sparity gaps between Bl ack nen
and boys. And if this office were
to nove, we will be open to be
wor king with any office, any agency
that hel ps inprove the lives of
Bl ack nen and boys across the city.
COUNCI LMAN JONES: |
truly appreciate the work you guys
do. | think you will be a part of
the data gathering on what the
current day inpacts are,
menori alizing those so that we can

create sone solutions. W don't
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intend to just sit on this
information. W intend to be a
verb and not a noun. W want
action behind these data
gatherings. So thank you for your
testinony and we will now begin to
hear testinony fromthe public.

Ms. Stack, can we bring
up the first group --

MR. MOORE: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: - -
thank you, to testify.

THE CLERK: | have
M . Casher, Kaylee Sal eem and
Robert WIlianms pl ease.

(Wtnesses approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you. Thank you so nuch for your
patience. It's okay to submt your
testinony and witing and
abbreviate it if that's your w sh.

Wo is first? State

your nane and pl ease begi n.
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M5. MLLS: Good
afternoon. M nane is Renee Andrea
MIlls, Drector of Anti-Freedneni sm
and Community Efficiency for the
Phi | adel phi a Reparations Coalition
for Anerican Freednen.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

Vil cone.

M5. MLLS: | support
resol ution 250781, but ny statenent
Is a public service announcenent
for our Mayor, Cty Council, the
community at |large and the 700, 000
Aneri can Freednen residing in the
city of Philadel phia. The
establishment of an O fice of
Freednen Affairs is a paranount
I nportance in addressing the
hi storical injustices faced by
descendants of enmanci pated
i ndividuals. This office was
served to advocate for and protect
the rights of Freednen, ensuring

that their voices are heard and
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their issues are prioritized in
pol i cymaki ng.

Now, | wanted to share
sonet hi ng that has been on ny m nd
regardi ng opportunity and fairness
in the city of Phil adel phia
governnment. After earning ny
Master's Degree in Public
Adm ni stration fromVillanova
University, | believe that there
woul d be cl ear pat hways for
qual i fi ed descendants of fornerly
ensl aved Anericans to accept
| eader shi p and non-bargai ning rol es
wi t hi n nuni ci pal gover nnent.

G ven the well -
docunented | egacy of slavery and
system c exclusion, it seens
reasonabl e to ask whet her enough
has been done to create structured
opportunities that specifically
address those historical harns. |
bring this up because during ny

time at Villanova, | becane nore
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awar e how prof essi onal networ ks and
hiring pipelines can influence who
gain access to governnent rol es.

For exanple, | think
|'ve been applying to the city for
about 25 years. And when | got ny
rejection letter back, it was
per haps an Asi an nane or sonething
to that effect. So | was in class
one evening at Villanova and |
said, why is it that | can't get a
job here in the city. So | found
out that the Director of H ring was
from| believe Venezuel a or
Guat enmal a, and he was hiring those
Wi th degrees -- inmmgrants with
degrees were getting hired over the
fol ks here in the city, the
citizens in the city. So | was
very interested in follow ng up on
if we can have sonet hing
established where the city citizens
of Phil adel phia can have, you know,

preference for jobs.
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But another thing | just
wanted to cover, I'ma first
graduate of Martin Luther King Hi gh
School 1977. \When we had our high
school, we had all kinds of
prograns, | nean, fromart to nusic
to carpentry to autonotive. And
|"mal so on the Board of the Al umi
Association. So | want to al so
work with the Ofice of Freednen
Affairs, work in the office just to
get sone of these things back into
our schools or address situations
like -- | stopped at the post
of fice today because | had to mail
sonething. It was so dirty in
there. So | asked the workers, |
sai d, you guys don't have anybody
to clean up? They said, no, the
custodian retired and we didn't --
they didn't send anyone. So |
said, well, do you have a union
just to address all this. |It's not

just a little thing of not being
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cl ean, but stuff like this can be

put through the O fice of Freednen
Affairs, so we can just help these
fol ks have gui dance on where to go.

So anyway, | just think
it's inportant that the Ofice of
Freednen Affairs wll be good for
our people to have a voice and to
have resources. W can't have
resources wthout agency, and to
have just what everybody el se was
having as far as getting things to
run their conmmunities. Wll,
that's it.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you for your testinony.

WI Il the next presenter
begin. State your nane for the
record.

M5. MATHIS: M nane is
Kimberly Mathis. |'mhere today in
support of the Commttee of

Freednen for our future Ofice of
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Affairs that what |'m prayi ng that
cones into fruition. M basic is
just testinony. First of all, I'd
like to thank you ny Counci | wonen
and Councilnmen. | cone froma
descendant of the Mise- Col eman
| egacy. Joseph E. Col eman was ny
second cousin as well as the
Anerican -- as well as a
denocratic -- and |I'mabout to cry.
Pl ease forgive ne. GCkay. |[|I'm
getting teared up, Denocrat,
chem st and beyond. | grewup in a
househol d where | sat in earshot --
|''m 65 years old now and | sat in
earshot of politicians, Dave
Ri chardson, Marian Tasco. | can
keep going. So this right here is
an honor for ne to sit before you
to testify.

Qur famly are
descendants of a plantation famly
that mgrated fromthe Nago regi on

of West Africa and winded up in

Page 139

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Safety

Halifax, Virginia. M great-
gr andnot her had 21 children, and |
can keep goi ng on because the Mise-
Col eman |l egacy is vast. But to say
that I'mhere in support of this
initiative, many of you | have --
you W tnessed, you' ve seen ne.

| am a honeowner through
Habi tat for Humanities. Thank you,
Congresswonan, and beyond. So |'m
just here to testify, ny sister
here who pulled ne up. W are
serving as Board nenbers of the
Martin Luther King -- the
associ ated al umi of Martin Luther
King H gh School. | ama graduate
of the class of 1979 in there right
now wi th grassroots, working wth
the Men Who Care of Germant own.
And 1'mgoing to stop and yield on
that. Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you for your contribution.

Appreci ate you. Your President
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Col eman was one of the nost
di sti ngui shed educated presidents
this body ever had, and part of our
| egacy, a part of our history. He
held it down and he was fromthe
Ger mantown area. You nentioned
ot her nanes |ike David P.
Ri chardson and others that we stand
on the shoulders of. And it's real
clear how it has inpacted not only
us as individual elected officials,
but our policynmaking and our shift
to this hearing could not have
happened 25 years ago, | ust
woul dn't have. And it was the
evol ution of thought that got us
here today. So thank you and thank
you for President Col eman.

Next person.

MR. WLLIAMS: Thank
you. Good afternoon, everyone. M
nanme is Robert E. WIlianms. First
thing | want to say | guess is it's

time. Wien we | ook at the history

Page 141

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Safety

and the cel ebration of 250 years
and we reflect on the history of
Anerica, it's time for us to
remenber our history in America and
remenber the prom ses that were
made and our support.

And | thank you guys for
finally -- | know Hagins wore you
guys out over the years, but |
applaud his effort for the past
four years consistently com ng down
here every Thursday, because
politicians work for us and
soneti nes when we don't get what we
need, we don't consistently fight
for it. You can't wn a war
wi t hout any bl oodshed. Now, we
don't nean physical bl ood, but he
darn sure beat everybody up one
time or another. And I want to
thank himfor that, because he
wasn't doing it for self. He was
doing it for us. That is a big

part of us sitting here.
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Now, everybody | ooks at
their -- and the |ineages of where
we conme fromis sonething to really
t hi nk about. Fortunately, |'ve
been bl essed to sonme of the | ast
names that | am connected to. You
may have heard around the city
because we all know each ot her one
way or the other. And that is Alm
Dow, D-o-w. M grandnother is
Mabel Dow.

She actually had got
with her first cousins during 1970s
after Roots cane out, and they
created a Dow Associ ation. And
yes, Curtis, that Dow famly is ny
famly. And went down to the
pl antation, and we seen everybody
on that plantation was not a bl ood
relative but fromthe sane
pl antation. Zotero Dow, as ny
gr eat - gr andnot her descent, that ne
and Suprene have in conmon, is one

of the |ast slave ships that cane
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over to this country.

So she was on one of the
| ast sl ave ships that was ensl aved.
| share that this is the
opportunity, unlike ever before,
for us to dig into our history of
where we are and where we cone
from but also the gentleman on
Hagi ns teamdid a great job of
covering so many issues. | don't
have to reiterate sone of the
hi story that they found, that nost
people mgrated to South Philly
when they cane from Down South, so
a lot of things were established in
South Philly.

It's not that hard for
us to channel. And | like the fact
that WIIl indicated that we want to
be cl ear about those of us that
have been |ynched and killed in
this country, that we can see the
hi story has gotten the | east anobunt

of benefits. W have focused so

Page 144

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Safety

much on Bl ack excel | ence nowadays
that we have given up Bl ack power,
and that's Freednen power. W got
to keep that in mnd. This is
about our power.

We still got power in
this country, but it's always been
control |l ed through nmany ot her
sources. This is why Hagins is
probably being upset. He's right.
There's so many things that we have
that we supposed to get entitled to
that will take care of all of our
I ssues, but we don't control the
power .

The purpose of this
bureau will help us to control the
power of Phil adel phia, the state of
Pennsyl vani a and even around the
country. This is a great,
nmonunment al nonent that, if nothing
el se, legacy for all of us is
inportant. W are three

generati ons away bei ng forgotten,
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three. But when you have sonet hi ng
significant your kids and grandkids
can point to, to say, hey, ny
people is a part of that, because
it happens in a negative way.

And it was a big
question. | talked wth Hagins a
| ot about what happened, why
haven't we been doing this before.
There's been a lot of really bright
peopl e before us. W can't answer
that, but we're going to fix it
t oday because they were fighting,
the fights that they had to fight.
We're the only ethnic group in this
country as a class of people that
have | aws witten agai nst us since
sl avery ended. And this is a way
to start channeling those things
and start addressing those things.
So it is a mandate that we request
and we are requiring everyone to
follow the taxpayers, the citizens,

the Freednmen. And we are
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definitely demandi ng that we get
what we need to have to increase
and i nprove our conditions. Thank
you very nuch.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:
Brother Dow, if you're 1 person of
17, you'll have your say. |If
you're 9 of 17, you'll have your
way. And we are close to that kind
of majority because all of us are
open-mnded to listen and figure
out where we fit in this equation.
So thank you guys --

MR DON One thing |
want to add if | may.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Sure.

MR. DON Thank you -- |
said thank you to Hagins and his
team for com ng out consistently
every Thursday. But | want
everyone to know the city has waken
up. The Freednmen community may be

confused, nmay need sone education,
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but | sit here not representing
just nyself, I'"'mrepresenting North
Philly, South Philly, Wst Philly,
Chester, other areas when |'ve been
bl essed to be active in the
community. And right now, everyone
Is watching and I"'mglad to |et
peopl e know that the roomis not
filled wth physical bodies, but
it's filled a whole bunch of spirit
unli ke ever before. And | say
t hank you to Hagins for waking us
up.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you. Thank you.

Ms. Stack, can you read
t he next panel to testify.

THE CLERK: (I naudi bl e).

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Oh,
one nore? You can call up sone
ot her nenbers as she gets ready.

THE CLERK: Can | have

AJ Rogers, Lola Pastor, Tina
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Russel |, King X

(Wtnesses approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you. Thank you for your patience.

Pl ease state your nane
for the record and begin your
t esti nony.

MS. LEE: Good
afternoon, Gty Council nenbers. M
name is Karen Lee. |'mhere as an
emanci pated Freedman and also to
advocate for the establishnent of
the Ofice of Freednen Affairs.
When | ook around this city, |
don't see a United Philly, rather |
see a city ravaged by structural
raci sm characterized by poverty,
hi gh unenpl oynent, an
under achi evi ng school system
crunbl i ng nei ghborhoods and the
absence of Bl ack busi nesses.

| am rem nded of the

Mayor of Pittsburgh, Ed Gai ney,
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when he was asked, and | quote,
“Whi ch part of the city do you feel
needs the nost attention and why?"
H s answer was, and | quote again,
"I don't think there is one part.
| think that the priority
determ nes which area of the city
needs the nost attention.”
|"mnot here to | and
bash this admnistration or its
hi erarchy, but rather there was a
persistent question that | have.
| f you do the sane thing over and
over again with the sane results,
Is it insanity or is it that sone
of us are in need of a fresh set of
eyes, new i deas and a new approach?
The O fice of Freednen
Affairs is that fresh set of eyes
that brings with it legally-
mandat ed solutions. |In order for
this city to thrive and be truly
uni fied, every group and person

needs to be represented. There's

Page 150

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Safety

representation for marginalized
groups, undocunented groups, gender
groups, political groups, but not
much in the way of representation
for emanci pated Freednen in
Phi | adel phia. | want to believe
that collectively we all want
what's best for our city. But as
|l ong as we see this great divide,
you have to ask yourself how do we
bridge this gap and achi eve our
col l ective aspirations, where does
our intent lie.

The O fice of Freednen
Affairs' intent is clear. And,
that is, to raise the bar of the
standard of living for emanci pated
Freednen in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you for your testinony.

WIlIl the next person

state your nanme and --
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MR. CASHER  (Good
af ternoon, Council and the
commttee. | just want to first --
nmy nane is Myzie Casher. |I'ma
community servant. | want to
acknow edge you, Council nmenber
Jones, for taking this step with
the resolution. | want to
acknow edge Qgbonna and Tone and
WIlIl and the whole coalition for
bringing us to this day.

As | stated, I'ma
community servant. | think about
and | take action often on various
chal l enges that we face in this
city, acity that often feels as if
it isinthe grip of sonme spirit of
unt hi nki ng, as evi denced by our
sonetinmes provincial and tri bal
behavi or toward one anot her,
behavi or that wll have the nost
earnest and selfless gestures held
up by clickish gatekeeping, but by

sone mracle today a great idea has

Page 152

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Safety

made it to this stage.

| really canme down here
to be a part of this history,
because this is what it is. So
whether in the reentry space or the
vi ol ence prevention space or the
wor kf or ce devel opnent space, we
hear a | ot of buzz words, traunm,
trauma-i nfornmed, justice-inpacted,
mar gi nal i zed, di senfranchi sed,
opportunity youth, on and on and
on. But the nost powerful of all
those is probably these words, root
cause. \What is the root cause of
this or what is the root cause of
t hat .

And | think the beauty
of what we had the opportunity here
Is to acknowl edge that actually
it's chattel slavery and it's
repercussions. |It's a business
nodel that has shaped every aspect
of public and private life in this

country, not just for the African
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Anerican, the Black, the Negro, the
col ored, the Freednen, but for
everybody. And establishing this
office, the Ofice of Freednen
Affairs, is the only celebratory
thing this city should be doing as
we count down the 250. So | just
want to add ny voice to those who
canme today and said absol utely,
definitely, this nust happen and
right nowis the tine. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you for your testinony.

Pl ease state your nane
and begin your coments.

MR. ROCERS: Yes. Cood
norning. M nane is Adam Rogers.
|'"'ma fifth generation survivor
Freedman. | trace ny famly back
to North Carolina as well as South
Carolina on ny paternal side. As
hunbly and as servantly as | am

|"mjust a man created fromthe
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dust, and we're | ooking for soneone
who we can trust. And that's an
ol d saying that | was brought up
on.

W' re | ooking for
sonmeone who we can trust, and we
trust in this body that you guys
are going to do what you al ready
know. We call that Yan when we
grew up, you already know what to
do. And if you don't know, you're
going to find out. And |I'm not
goi ng to piggyback on what
everything that has already been
sai d.

And | want to thank this
comm ttee and the Chair, Council man
Jones, and everyone el se,
especi ally ny Council man Young.
|'mfromthe old school. |'ve been
around but | stay in the
background. | appear when | need
to appear. And | want to give a

t hanks for why |'m here. Sonet hing
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called h-i-m him |'mhere
because of him And this is
history in the making. This is
where we are right now.

W take a deep nonent
and a breath to recogni ze Jesse
Jackson's that just passed, a
nonment of silence for the brother.
Three presidents, President
Washi ngt on, we know what's goi ng on
about the House down the street,
right. He was the first one, the
revolutionary with the exclusionary
in the Constitution that was first
provi ded.

Let's tal k about the
second president, Abraham Li ncol n,

t he emanci pator, proximator. He

I ncl uded us when he did the 13th,
14t h Anendnent, all the way until
today. For ne, it's been 22,277
days since ny birth. | was born on
the day, the nonth and the year

t hat Mal col m X was assassi nat ed.
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So that's always been kind of Iike
this for nme, right.

We are | ooking at
President Trunp. That's where we
are right now, but the difference
fromthe exclusion to the inclusion
to now where we are, look at it as
In three generations, because tine
flies by like that. But it's been
witten that a good man | eaves and
provides wealth for three
generations, so let's count that
i ke three generations.

So we have the benefit
of that first generation that
struggl ed and was ensl aved, etc,
etc. We know about that, right.
That second generation, they got
sone benefit in ternms of the
emanci pation and all those ot her
good, positive bills, civil rights
bills, etc, etc, etc versus, you
know, the Jim Crow | aws and the

Black Crow | aws. That's that
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second generation. Look at today
as we're down a third generation.

Wiy we keep goi ng back
to the first generation is because
we can't break the curse. You ever
heard that ol d sayi ng when they
said generational curses. But if
you know your oppressor -- if
you' re an oppressor, if you study
your oppressor, if | can break your
generations and don't let you get
to a third generation, you start
back at one. Here cones the drugs,
here cones the guns, here cones the
i ncarceration, right. That's the
gane that we're up against.

We're not fighting
agai nst just regular, nornal
people. W tal king about spiritual
and principalities and governnents,
etc., that's the true oppressor.
So where we are right now, how do
we make change. And this is all in

support of our resolution here
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because this is the historical part
|"mtal king about. And it's not
about just him it's about her too,
the female | adies. W honor you to
earn your respect.

W as nen we have to
honor you to earn the respect. W
honor you. W commt to this
resolution to establishing
sonet hi ng that has al ready been
established before. W're
re-establishing and creating.
Ckay. How do you do that.

And this goes to ny
brot her Ogbonna. He has a
bl ueprint and he's following it. |
come fromold school politicians
and rabbl e-rousers and novers and
shakers. | wouldn't be a | awyer
today if it wasn't for M chael
Coard. | was like this in
handcuffs. He got ne out, okay,
and Judge Merryweat her.

And one of the things
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that they taught ne from Frederick
Dougl ass, and | took it to another
l evel. O course, power can see
not hi ng w t hout denmand. But
Qgbonna, he started the first step,
agitate, agitate, agitate. Okay.

(Appl ause.)

MR. ROGERS: Quess what,
the next thing is educate. By
agitating, get you agitated, ah,
starting good trouble, bam Now,
they was |like what's wong with
him Now, your ears are open to be
educated. So you heard all that
education today. That's the second
step. After you educate, you
negoti ate. He's been negotiating
with all three levels of the
executive, the legislative, the
judicial, the municipal, the state
and the federal, negotiate, what
can we agree on and what we cannot
agree on.

Then we hit mtigate,
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mtigation. Wat we agree, great.
What we don't, that's what we
fighting about. This is a you
al ready know. It's nothing to
fight about. There's no real
negoti ations. There's no real
mtigation, but we'll go through
that step. So that's where he's
at. He's got us right here with
t hose steps.

After that cones
possi ble | ast step -- sone people
don't take it in this order -- you
litigate. They're in litigation.
They found a friend's brief with
the federal court already on the
White House, how it all ties in.
And litigation already. Now, w n,
| ose, draw, we know that's the
| egi slature. That's the judicial
portion of it. And | won't go on
speci fics because we have an
attorney, ny Council man, and we

have educators here, so we have all
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t hose t hings covered.

Now, what | say is this,
once that's done and as all those
parts are noving in unison, we
create sonething. The nane is what
the nane is, but you create
sonething that -- | was born, ny
fat her used to always say, you were
born for a cause. And I was naned
Adam after ny father and ny friends
called me the first man. And so,
my thing is | want to be a part of
creating sonething that's never
been done before. | don't care
what the nane is. So we can create
sonet hi ng that has never been done
before. Tweak that. You can
change the name, we can do
what ever, but it's a new baby.

It's a new creation.

So in the spirit of nost
of the advocating that |'ve been
doing over ny life in and out on

different situations, | know what
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it's like to be abased. | know
what it's like to be plentiful.
|'ve been in handcuffs. | grew up
in North Philadelphia. | went to
public school Strawberry Mansi on,
who they say is one of the violent
school s but that's a whole other
thing. So I've been in certain
schools. But | also been a spook
behind the walls, to behind the
door .

| went to PW, you
understand ne. | did those things.
And all of us have our own
background. But this is atinme if
we foll ow what we advocate for,
nost peopl e advocating in their
life, and |'ve been spending ny
l'ife advocating for these issues
based on spirituality, based on
educati on, based on econom cs,
based on housi ng, based on health
and justice.

We need this resol ution
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to nove forward fromyour committee
and the other comm ttees, the
Comm ttee of the Wole and Commerce
or the Executive -- Legislative
Oversight, etc, etc. You guys know
your job, you know your job. And I
know the commttees that you' re on.
And this one right here, the Public
Safety is inportant because this is
going to serve all those things
that this conmttee is trying to
resolve with a spear, the head of
the spear. So | highly recommend
and | highly support and | propose
and | place ny trust in you that
you're going to get this job done.
Thank you for your tine.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you for your testinony.

Ms. Stack, who do we
have next, one nore?

M5. BEY: Yeah. Good

afternoon. Thank you so nuch for
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your tinme and your kind attention.
My nanme is Nabeela Bey. | ama
Doct oral candi date at Drexel

Uni versity and ny nmajor is

behavi oral and nmental health
advocacy. And |I'mvery concerned,
Counci | man Jones. Counci | man
Jones.

Anyway, ny nmj or concern
is incarcerated juveniles and
that's who |I' mstudying to serve
and to inprove outcones for them
Like | said, again | want to thank
you all for your kind attention.
want to thank the other presenters.
|"'ma fornmer Chairwoman of N COBRA
Phi | adel phia Chapter, and |I'm
conpletely in favor of establishing
the full funding and the
establ i shment of the O fice of
Anerican Freednen Affairs.

The 13t h Amendnent
provides for reparations, repair

and restoration of dignity. The
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office provides the ability to
finish the work of the descendants
of Africans who were enslaved and
who presently reside in the city of
Phi | adel phia. Afro-Anericans was a
title used by our ancestors. And |
would like to -- when the office is
established, | would |ike to see
sonme inference that we are
descendants of Africans as well as
Freednen i n Phil adel phi a.

But at any rate, those
of African emanci pated ancestry can
benefit fromthe office to inprove
the quality of life to address
systematic discrimnation and
social inequities. In specific, I
spoke in 2022 here in favor of
reparations, and ny specific idea
besi des other issues that we are in
need of assistance with is a phrase
cal | ed peopl ehood and al so sel f-
det erm nati on.

So two issues that |
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would i ke to see handl ed by the
O fice of Freednen Affairs is the
assi stance for us to have dual
citizenship. W were taken from
| ands. We really don't know
exactly where we cane from
However, as a part of self-
determ nati on we have the right.
O her people do it. They are
menbers of another country and then
al so a nmenber of the United States.
So | think that's sonething that
our office could facilitate.

| also would |ike to see
free or mninmal charge for |egal
nanme changes. People of African
descent, that's part of our
peopl ehood, have had our nanes
taken fromus. And we should have
that free self-determnation in
order to -- provided that they
follow the | egal steps and
everything, to have their nane

change if they so choose to w thout
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having to incur $600 to over $1, 000
to get their nanes changed. So
maybe we can find the funding to
facilitate that. So |I just wanted
to ask us all if we can work

toget her and see what we can do
better for African Freednen. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for your testinony.

Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you so much for your -- there's
anot her person to testify.

Ms. Stack -- would you cone to the
t abl e.

M5. RUSSELL: Tina Marie
Russel I .

COUNCI LMAN JONES: State
your name --

M5. RUSSELL: [|'m Tina
Marie Russell. | want to say thank

you to a bona for making this a day
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that should go down to infinite.
|"mnot here for me. |1'mhere for
nmy grandfather. |'mhere for his
father and |'m here for his father
before him M niece -- ny cousin,
|"msorry, she did the research.
And back in 1864, that third
grandf at her served in the Gvil
War .

Here's the document. He
was hospitalized. Then his
father -- | nean his son, they had
a property in North Carolina,
Warren, North Carolina. That
fat her deeded the property to his
son, which is ny grandfather. He
was chased out of his property. He
was beaten, he was humliated. He
t hen produced ny grandfather, and
they had a pact that one day they
woul d get back their | and.

My grandfather and ny
grandnot her |ived on opposite sides

of Warren County, on farns,
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pl antati ons as sl aves, even though
their grandfather was in the Gvil
War and fought for their freedom
My grandfather paid for his
freedom Now, even though he
wasn't consi dered sl aves, we had

i ndentured -- we had a different
type of slavery, so he paid at that
time for his freedom But he had
children fromhis wfe on the other
pl ant ati on.

He noved his first son
and himto Phil adel phia, South
Philly, and they worked on the
ship, on the docks. M grandfat her
had tools in which he took tires
and he nade, fixed, repaired shoes
in addition to working on the docks
so he could pay the noney to get
his wife and his other children
from Down South, up North.

It's crazy that these
freed men and freed wonen were

still struggling in the 18 -- ny
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gr andf at her was born -- have to

|l ook it up here, but it's 1888,
somewhere |ike that. He died at 90
years old. | knew ny grandfat her
as a sad man, a sad, broken man.
And all he would do was snoke his
pipe and sit still and just stare
at us and stare out the w ndow.

This man, he was broken
because they broke hi m Down Sout h.
After he finally got his famly out
from Down South to up North, they
beat hi mand he had nmultiple
injuries, and he suffered from pain
all his life, but he got his famly
out. This is why |I'm here today.
My siblings are here today. W
have fam |y nenbers who serve in
Cuba with Castro.

We have fam |y nenbers
who are judges. W have famly
nmenbers who prospered because those
men, those famly nenbers were able

to prosper and able to survive and
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able to produce the next offspring,
the next generation. And for us
here today to even have a question
as to whether or not we should
create or recreate an establishnent
that was sent here to protect and
assure our liberties doesn't really
make any sense. It should be a

no- br ai ner.

This plantation here is
where ny great-great-grandfather --
this right here, if you have sone
nore docunents -- |I'msorry. |
tried to get tinme to print it, but
| didn't. | ran out of tine. But
this plantation is where it's still
here. It still |ooks really good,
doesn't it? It holds nenories of
m sery, but also of resilience of
how we can still overcone. And we
need this bureau to nmake sure that
the voices of not just ny great-
gr eat - gr andf at her, great-

grandf at her, ny father, grandfather
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and ny father who are now dead and
buried, that their voices are alive
I n our actions today, that we bring
t hem back and say, job well done.
You did it, because it's not just
my ancestors. |It's your ancestors,
and your ancestors and our
ancestors collectively that nade it
so that we can sit here in this

| ocati on that was not neant for us
to sit. So we can sit here and
make deci sions and create policies
that wll inpact and change and not
just the past, but create a better
future.

We have a fight right
now. W are in a battle. And this
battle has not -- it's not the
first time we had this battle. W
had this battle to -- these three
generations have been in this
battle as well during the
Reconstruction period, right. W

had it during the Renai ssance
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peri od.

Every tinme we get --
| i ke soneone nentioned earlier, we
get five steps ahead and soneone
pushes us back mnus three. So
this is not the first tinme. It
won't be the last tine. As long as
we're in American territory, we
will fight this battle. But if we
create this bureau, if we create
the bureau, we will be like this
desk right here, solid ground.

Thi s desk has been around since
before any of it, probably during
the tinme ny great-grandfather was
here, right.

So we know that we have
no other option. There is no other
option but to provide the next
generations wth a plus 100 step,
not a negative O step. So this is
our duty. It is our responsibility
and it's our pledge. W have to

pl edge to make sure that we create
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t he space where our next
generations wll not have to
dupl i cate sonet hing that happened
three generations ago. And that's
nmy speech. Thank you so nuch.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you. Thank you so much for your
contribution and your great-
grandfather's contri bution.

Ms. Stack, who is our --

THE CLERK: W have one
remai ni ng speaker, Gail C ouden.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Mana
Gail, conme on down.

(Wtnesses approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Take
your tinme. You take your tine.

M5. CLOUDEN. | call on
our ancestors. I'mcomng. [|'m
calling on our ancestors. They
have been here waiting for us to

take our place in this place. This
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was built for us. It was built for
us for this tinme. Take your place.
Are we tined?

COUNCI LMAN JONES: State
your name for the record and begin
your testinony.

M5. CLOUDEN: | thank
the Almghty Creator of all things
as | stand before you. | went into
t he Caucus room and | was rem nded
of the day | took ny daughter in
there. | said to Leah, this is the
wheel God showed ne. He gave ne a
di agram of a wheel. And when |
went in the Caucus room | said
this is that wheel.

| was told that the
heal ing wheel. It is our tine for
healing. Al that was is no nore.
One of ny godchildren called a
coupl e of days ago, and her
daughter's nane is Freedom And
Freedomtold her, when we die, we

wake up. | thought that's wld,

Page 176

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Safety

that's deep. Because when ny
husband retired at 40 years old 30
years ago, we noved Down Sout h.

And | thought | was
going to watch himcut the grass
and it grow and himcut it sone
nore. And | went to sleep one
afternoon. W went to bed early,
and God took nme honme, took ne to
the heavenly realm And he | ooked
at nme and said, You have to go
back.

And | said, South
Carol ina, Philadel phia? He said,
Phi | adel phia. | didn't know for
al nost 11 years -- | was with
Johnny Sanpl e Sports C ub when |
left, and | was rem nded when |
cane in and | was standing there,
how Kentu brought ne here the first
time. So I'mthinking in terns of
all the ancestors that | saw here,
all the ancestors that | know that

are here, all the ancestors that
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are with us at this nonent of
change.

| rem nded ny daughter a
few m nutes ago about us being in a
hi storical nmonent in Harrisburg.
W were there with State Rep Low ey
at the tinme, Vanessa Low ey when
she was gone for (inaudible)
Juneteenth as a holiday. The
foll ow ng year we went back and it
was being signed as a holiday for
the state. And right after that,
the President signed it as a
holiday for the country. So |I'm
rem nded of the historical things.

But | wanted to say, as
| was going out to greet and say
goodbye to a godson of mne that |
t hought was j ust stepping out, and
| went out and that's when God
reveal ed sone things to ne. And
so, he wants ne to let you know
what he told ne is that it's tine

for us to re-renenber. W
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remenber ed before.

When the young | adi es
t al ked about us waki ng up when we
die, you're woke. You are woke.
It's no going back now. Things
have noved forward in such a way
you can never go back. It's tine
for you to take your place. So CGod
told ne to |l et you know what he
told nme, and that's it's tine to
re-renenber, that it's tinme to
reconnect, recommt and reclaim

And | told the school
district when Dr. Hte was here,
God showed ne the stormthat wl|
hit Phil adel phia unli ke anything
ever before if we don't do right by
these children. | was told these
are sone of the nost special beings
t hat have ever graced this earth,
this plane.

And so, one of the
things I know, if | don't know

anything else, is that we nust
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reclaimour children. No ifs, ands
or buts. It's no getting away from
it. You've been given marching
orders whether you want to talk
about it or not. Each and every
one of us cane here knowi ng what we
wer e supposed to do this tine.

For nme, God showed ne
many lifetinmes that |1've |ived.
|"mhere in this nonent to tell you
what |'mtelling you. | don't have
along or alot to tell you because
nost of what | would tell you
al ready know. It's inside of you.
| " m sayi ng, take your place. Each
and every one, take your place.
This is about the God in you
fulfilling whatever m ssion you
said. And you don't have to
believe nothing I'mtelling you.

But what if you nmade an
agreenent to God before you were
born this tinme, that when you | et

me cone back this tinme, this is
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what |'mgoing to do. |I'magoing to
say to you all, doit, doit, do
it, doit. | was told that there
is no force that can stop this.
Peopl e tal k about fighting. 1've
never struggled in ny life. |
don't battle. | don't fight. |
say what | say.

| was told the fighting
IS going on the spiritual plane.
You know the work that you're here
to do. Just doit. | triedto
figure out being in a slave house,
Coree Island. W were guests. The
group of us were guests of the
Presi dent of Senegal. And so, we
went over to Goree. | wasn't going
to say this, but I'mgoing to say
it.

| was with Queen Mot her
Dr. Dol ores Bl akely who is an
Anbassador of Goodwi ||l to Africa,
been there for over 50 years. She

cones behind Queen Mother, Queen
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Mot her, Queen Mbdt her, Queen Mot her.
She cones behi nd Queen Mt her. She
I's and had been -- God, oh God, oh
God. She had been at the UN for
50, over 50 years. She was al npost
100 years old when she di ed.

And | want to say sone
things, and |I'm being bl ocked for a
reason right now, but | want to say
to you when | was in the boat going
over the waters to go to Goree to
t he sl ave house, our ancestor was
trying to cone to ne. And Queen
Mot her called out. Queen Mot her
said, Mama. | went up. | went up
to the captain's loft, and | cried
and | cried or sobbed and sobbed
and sobbed like | had never done
bef ore.

And the captain cane in
froma different door. And he
| ooked at ne. And | saw ny father.
And | said to him You | ook like ny

father. And he took ne in his arns
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and he held ne, and | felt he held
me like a father. | held himlike
hi s daughter. He held ne |ike ny

uncle. | held himlike his niece.
And he said, Take the wheel.

And | went over and
sat down. We had people traveling
who were there for this vestnent,
2010. And | took the wheel and I
had sone really cute cl othes on.
And | thought he neant take the
wheel for photographs, because we
had vi deographers and phot ographers
fromaround the world who were
follow ng us to docunent this
j our ney.

And | sat down, and the
boat started to rock. So | knew it
was for real. | wasn't just trying
to be cute. So | said, Queen
Mot her, Cone take the wheel. She
sat down. She not only took the
wheel and we crossed that water,

but she parked the boat. And that
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was an exanple to ne, to we, that
we are in charge. A n't nobody

t aki ng us nowhere ever again. It
IS us steering the boat.

Pl ease understand t hat
when Queen Mot her Mbore sat at the
UN for over 50 years for us for
reparations, | was told that's the
one thing she sat there for,
reparations for us. She neant it.
When | went up in the nountains
wi th Queen Mot her Bl akely and we
sat down, and the brother prayed
for us.

And he said, 20 years
ago Queen Mot her Mdore was sitting
in the seat where Queen Mot her
Bl akely is sitting. She was not
Queen Mot her Bl akely at the tine.
He said to nme, You are sitting in
the seat that Queen Mot her Bl akely
was sitting in 20 years ago. \Wen
we sat in our seats that were sort

of like this, it was |like being at
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the United Nations where we had
been, and | had been with Queen
Mot her and had been before COVID
al nost 10 years or naybe 10 years
before COVID, sitting at the UN,
that's what it was |ike.
|"'mtelling you -- |I'm
not going to keep tal king, but |'m
telling you one last tine, take
your place. When you're giving
I nstructions and you don't do it,
that's the nost unconfortabl e thing
ever. You ain't seen the kind of
si ckness that can cone on you. You
don't know the kind of pain and
suffering that can cone on you when
you don't do what you' re supposed
to do. And that's where free wl|
cones in. Ain't nothing
conplicated about it. Don't make
it conplicated.
Know t hat you know, t hat
you know, that you know. And keep

wal ki ng and keep wal ki ng when there
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I's nothing ahead of you. The
ground wll grow for you. |I'm
saying to each and every one of
you, peace and | ove, j oy,
happi ness, integrity. Because when
| asked God for words to describe
all those years, | sat at the
school district now 40 years this
year. Even when | wasn't |iving
here, | was com ng back and forth
t eachi ng people how to get parents
i nvolved. To be here in this
monent is so historical. To be
here in this nonment is so
historical. And all | can say is
what |'m hearing to tell you,
t hey' ve been waiting for this day.
Br ot her Ogbonna, where
you at. Each one of us has been
gi ven sonething to do. And when
was shown and taught peopl e that
we're all pieces of a puzzle, the
probl em cones when you know t hat

pi ece that you knew didn't bel ong
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there but you took your fist and
you banged and tried to make it fit
because you didn't feel |ike
| ooking for the piece that really
fit there, | was told the problem
comes when you try to get in a spot
that's not yours. You got in a
spot that was destined for you --

(Appl ause.)

M5. CLOUDEN: -- and you
foll owed the pattern that had
al ready been set, already had been
witten for you to take that walk.
And so, | say thank you with all ny
heart, because all of us are a part
of sonmething so great that we won't
even be able to fathom how great it
Is at this time. But the
generations com ng behind us wll
know. If we |et them see us the
way they should see us, we're not
bei ng seen right now by them

But if we let them know

how much we | ove them -- see, we've
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given themto people that held us.
How do you give over the | oves of
your |ife to people that don't |ove
you and can't love them How do you
do that? And then you wonder why
what we're seeing is happening. So
that's why it's really inportant
for all of we to reclai mour
babi es. They need to know and we
have enough tine to show themt hat
we | ove them that we care for
t hem

And by giving them over
to this systemwe call education,
we nessed up. But here's an
opportunity to fix it. You have
the opportunity to say no to the
pl an and hel p us recreate a plan
that works for we. One of the
things | love to say is that when
we benefit, everybody benefits.
Let's benefit y'all because it's
our time. God bl ess you.

| ask that the Creator
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bl ess your m nd, your bodies, your
spirits, any bl ockages that you
have be renoved. Wen God showed
nme, when | started to say a few

m nutes ago what we were
experiencing, it's this. And I'm
going to go back to the prayer for
you. But | have to say this. |
asked God years ago, show ne, tell
me. | need to be able to explain
what | see, what | feel, what |
know.

He gave ne these words.
| was experiencing these things,
gat ekeepers, roadbl ockers,
opportuni sts, neutralizers and |
added just plain liars. That's
what we were experiencing. You
have the ability to see through
that. I'mcharging you all to see
t hrough t he gat ekeepers, the
r oadbl ockers, the opportunists, the
neutralizers and the just plain

liars with the integrity that |
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know each one of you have, | know
that you were born with it.

| "' m sayi ng God bl ess
them And | call on the ascendant
masters who wal k this plane as
human bei ngs, as spirits having a
human experience, but | ooked as
human bei ngs but were nore
spiritual than anybody ever knew.
| ' m aski ng you, ascended nasters,
to bl ess everybody in this room
| "' m asking you to give us the
courage, the faith, the patience,
the integrity, the courage to do
what it is we cane here to do. And
| call on the angels of nercy and
grace. And |I'm saying to you,
t hank you to our ancestors that
have been with us through God's
loving light, to the Chri st
consci ousness.

| f you say Allah, | say
Al |l ah Akbar. God bl ess you, God

bl ess you, God Bl ess you. Bless
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your m nds, your bodies, your
spirits, your neighbors, your
famlies, your friends, those that
i nfl uence your thinking. | ask God
to bl ess them even nore, those that
I nfl uence your thinking. God bless
you. May you do what is right
because it's the right thing to do.
Thank you for your tinme. Thank you
for your time. Thank you for your
| ove. Thank you for your | ove.
Thank you for your love. And I'm
asking God to go beyond bl essings
wi th you and give you bliss.
Peace.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you, Mama Gail.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:
M. President?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:
Ms. Stack, is there anyone else to
testify?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:
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M. President, I wasn't on the
list. | didn't knowit was a |ist,
but |'m going to give you sonething
that's I ess than one mnute. |
want to thank every | ast one of
y'all up here for sitting there.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Can
you state your name pl ease?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:
My nane is Brother Phil. And |
can't believe the integrity that
|"mwatching. [It's hard sitting
here for hours |istening. The
st enographer is tired, but | just
want to say again thank you all for
having this neeting and giving us a
chance to voice our opinion. And
| astly, President Cinton
acknow edged sl avery and now it's
time to take responsibility to nmake
it right. And | thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank

you. | just want to close with any
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comrents fromthe commttee. But
my personal comments are thank you,
Brot her Hagins. Thank you for your
persi stence, your patience wth us.
Thank you for noving the needl e
forward. Wiat we intend to do is
take this report, give it to the
menbers of the Commttee as a Wol e
so that we can introduce

| egislation to create the
Freednen's Bureau.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: This
concl udes the Commttee on Public
Safety, and thank you all for your
pati ence and your participation.
Thank you.

(Commttee on Public

Safety concluded at 1:11 p.m)
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City of Philadelphia

Public Hearing Notice

The Committee on Public Safety of the Council of the City of Philadelphia will hold a Public Hearing
on Wednesday, February 18, 2026, at 10:00 AM, in Room 400, City Hall, to hear testimony on the

following items:

250781 Resolution authorizing the committee on Public Safety to hold hearings to
examine the potential establishment of the Office of Freedmen Affairs within the
City of Philadelphia.

Immediately following the public hearing, a meeting of the Committee on Public Safety, open to the
public, will be held to consider the action to be taken on the above listed items.

Copies of the foregoing items are available in the Office of the Chief Clerk of the Council, Room 402,
City Hall.

City of Philadelphia -1-
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