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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Good
af ternoon, everyone. Today is
Wednesday, Cctober 11, 2023.

| understand that the state
|l aw currently requires that the
foll om ng announcenent be made at the
begi nning of every renote public
hearing as follows: Due to the
current public health energency, Cty
Council Committees are currently
nmeeting renotely. W are using
M crosoft Teanms to make these renote
heari ngs possi bl e.

I nstructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testinony at public hearings of
Council Comm ttees are included in
the public hearing notices that are
published in the Daily News, |nquirer
and Legal Intelligencer prior to the
hearings and can al so be found on
PHLCounci | . com

WIl the Oerk please call the

roll to take attendance. Menmber s
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that are in attendance wll please

i ndi cate that they are present when
their nanmes are called. Also, please
say a few brief words when respondi ng
so that your image wll be displayed
on screen when you speak.

WIIl the Cerk please call the

roll.

THE CLERK:  Counci | nenber Mark
Squi I | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
afternoon, M. Chairman. |'m
present .

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: CGood
afternoon, Chairman. Good afternoon,
col | eagues. | am present.

THE CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:  Good
af ternoon, Chai rman and col | eagues.
' m present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Shar on Vaughn.
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COUNCI LWOVAN VAUGHN:  Good
af ternoon, Chairman and col | eagues.
Good norning -- or afternoon.

THE CLERK: And, Counci | menber
Ant hony Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:  Good
af ternoon -- good afternoon, view ng
public. Good afternoon, M. Chairmn
and col | eagues. |'m present.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you. A quorum of the Commttee is
present and this hearing is now
called to order. This is the public
hearing of the Commttee on
Transportation and Public Uilities
regardi ng Resol uti on 230533.

WIIl the Cerk please read the
title of the resolution.

THE CLERK: Resol ution 230533,
a resolution authorizing the
Comm ttee on Transportati on and
Public Uilities to hold public
heari ngs to exam ne the inpacts of
and funding alternatives for an

extensi on of the existing Broad
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Street Subway Line into the
underserved Northeast along the
Roosevel t Boul evard.
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Before we
begin to hear testinony fromthe
wi t nesses we have for today, everyone
who has been invited to the neeting
to testify should be aware that this
public hearing is being recorded.
Because the hearing is public,
partici pants and viewers have no
reasonabl e expectation of privacy.
By continuing to be in the neeting,
you are consenting to being recorded.
Addi tionally, prior to
recogni zi ng Menbers for the questions
or comments they have for w tnesses,
I wll note for the record at this
tinme that they will use the chat
feature available in Mcrosoft Teans
to allow Menbers to signify that they
wi sh to be recognized. |In order to
conply with the Sunshine Act, the
chat feature nust only be used for

t hi s purpose.
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At this tinme, | want to
acknow edge Counci | nenber M ke
Driscoll for remarks as the | ead
sponsor of the bill.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Thank
you, nenbers of the Commttee. And
t hank you, Chairman Johnson, for
conveni ng this neeting.

This project is a referendum
on our Gty and on our Comonwealt h.
Is this a place that cowers in the
face of chall engi ng opportunities or
Is this a place that sees the future
com ng and charges at it at ful
speed? As anyone who has cone to ny
office would know, | greatly admre
Presi dent John F. Kennedy. Just over
61 years ago, JFK proclained, W
choose to go to the nmoon in this
decade and do the other things not
because they are easy, but because
they are hard.

For many, especially our
Cty's nost vulnerable, going to and

fromthe Northeast is just as hard as
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it is going to the noon. And I
chal l enge this Council, this

Admi ni stration and the next, our
state and federal partners, PennDOT,
SEPTA to shoot for the noon. |

chall enge us to |ift thousands out of
a transit desert and | chall enge us
to connect nearly a half mllion
people to our region's econon c and

j ob core.

I challenge us to address the
housi ng supply crisis by building
t housands of units directly al ong
this newrapid transit corridor for
t he wor ki ng-cl ass residents of our
Cty. | challenge us to directly
create thousands of fam|y-sustaining
uni on jobs and induce a quarter
century of private sector investnent
worth billions of dollars.

We choose to build this subway
in this decade and uplift hundreds of
t housands of our nei ghbors, not
because it is easy but because it is

hard, because our City and its
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resi dents deserve worl d-cl ass
infrastructure because we believe and
know that this is a world-class city.
The days of handwringi ng and
pessi m stic perspectives are behind
us.

Qur Gty nust chart a new path
forward. No project wll shift our
par adi gm nore than the Roosevelt
Boul evard subway. |If this project is
to happen, all stakehol ders nust cone
t oget her and shoot for the noon
because this train is |leaving the
station.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you.

Any ot her comments from
menbers of the Comm ttee?

| just want to say --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | --

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:
Council man Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. Chairman.
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| just want to appl aud Menber
Driscoll. And as we |ook to the
future of this Gty, one of the
things over tinme I've noticed is that
we tend to think small. This project
I's thinking big and the connectivity
that wll conme fromit will shape how
wor kers nove back and forth through a
maj or portion of Philadel phia. So |
just wanted to say that you
chall enged City Council and we
accept .

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you, Council man Jones.

Any ot her comments from
menbers of the Comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: | j ust
want to take a noment also to
acknow edge the inspiring and nost
I nportantly enpowering remarks from
Counci |l man Driscoll. W tal k about
equity when it comes to
transportation. This is a project

that will support everyone
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irregardl ess of their nei ghborhood,
checkbook, pocketbook and/or their
zip code. This is an opportunity for
us to cone together as a city and
make sure there's equitable resources
and support as it relates to the
transportation for all nenbers and
residents and citizens here in this
great City of Phil adel phia.

So thank you for stepping up
and maki ng sure your residents and
your constituents and Nort heast
Phi | adel phia issues and priorities
are heard | oud and clear when it
cones to building a new
transportati on systemal ong the
Roosevel t Boul evard to the Northeast.
So thank you very much, ny friend,
and you keep up the good work.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Wth that
being said, will the Cerk please
call the first panel.

THE CLERK: First to testify,
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we have Jenni fer Dougherty.

M5. DOUGHERTY: Hello. Good
afternoon, Council --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Good
afternoon, Jennifer. Just --

M5. DOUGHERTY: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  -- state
your nane for the record and pl ease
begi n.

M5. DOUGHERTY: (Good
aft ernoon, Council man Johnson,
Council man Driscoll and nmenbers of
the Conmittee on Transportation and
Public UWilities. M nane is
Jenni fer Dougherty, and |I'mthe
Manager of Long Range Pl anni ng at
SEPTA. SEPTA service is the
backbone, nobility, econom c grow h,
safety and transit-oriented community
devel opnent in Sout heastern
Pennsylvania. And | appreciate the
opportunity to speak about the future
of transit and the inpacts and
alternatives related to extending the

Broad Street Line al ong Roosevelt
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Boul evard.

SEPTA is thankful for Gty
Council's | eadership and fundi ng
support for our highest priority
initiatives, including your continued
advocacy surroundi ng the inpending
$240 mllion fiscal cliff and | ocal
fundi ng options needed to fund and
needed to support |arge scale
proj ects of regional significance
such as those proposed for the
Roosevel t Boul evard.

SEPTA Board Chai rman Pat Deon
and CEO Leslie Richards are gratefu
for your proactive engagenent with
the General Assenbly and the
Governor. Mdre than ever the health
and prosperity of our region are tied
to the strength and success of SEPTA
As SEPTA continues working to rebuild
ridership comng out of the pandem c,
we wel conme any opportunity to advance
initiatives that will put nore people
on SEPTA and expl ore opportunities to

expand service for our (inaudible).
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This hearing is an inportant
next step in the initial assessnent
of the Broad Street Line extension
concept, and SEPTA | ooks forward to
being an integral partner in
productive anal ysis of transfer
options and working with stakehol ders
to advance solutions. Roosevelt
Boul evard is a critical transit
corridor today.

Carrying nultiple SEPTA bus
routes and serving thousands of
custonera, SEPTA is proud to be an
ori gi nal stakehol der and funder of
t he Roosevelt Boul evard Route for
Change plan, and SEPTA is excited to
partner with PennDOT, the City of
Phi | adel phi a, Bucks County and ot her
key stakehol ders on pl anni ng, design
and i npl enentation of inprovenent
proj ects al ong the Boul evard.

The Route for Change
initiative was awarded $78 million in
federal funding that wll enable a

series of the first of its kind
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i nterventions in Philadel phia that
wi Il strengthen transit along the
Boul evard, including establishnent of
busi ness access or transit BAT | anes,
sinplified and safer intersections
and transit priority. These
I nprovenents will enhance SEPTA
I nvestnents such as Boul evard Direct
bus service, inproved bus stops and
the currently under-construction
W ssahi ckon Transportation Center.
More anmbitious plans to transform
Roosevel t Boul evard are part of the
current PennDOT Route for Change
alternative refinenment and short-term
| nprovenent projects.
| see that there's a question.
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Can - -
COUNCI LMAN JONES: | was going
to wait, M. Chairnman.
M5. DOUGHERTY: Al right --
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: When you
finish your testinony, Jennifer --
M5. DOUGHERTY:  Yes.
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: - -
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Council man Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you.
And again, with all of this
i nfrastructure noney comng fromthe
federal governnment, the idea of
thinking big is truly appropriate. A
coupl e of questions: |If we do this
route, how many stops are you
pr oposi ng?

M5. DOUGHERTY: Wuld you like
for me to finish ny testinony and

then | can begin to answer questions

or --
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes. |

asked you did you finish. | didn't

know you -- | thought you said --

M5. DOUGHERTY: OCh, |'m sorry.
| apol ogi ze.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Ckay.
Pl ease finish your testinony.

M5. DOUGHERTY: This 2040
al ternative process provides a
pl atform for how t he Boul evard can be
rei magi ned by knitting communities

t oget her, providing dedi cated space

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




TRANSPORTATI ON AND PUBLI C UTI L. COW TTEE
10/ 11/ 2023

16

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

for transit and inproving safety and
mobility for everyone. W understand
that PennDOT is providing a status
update to the Conmttee that wll
i ncl ude an overview and key m | estone
dates, and they are working to
finalize a date and | ocation for the
next public neeting as a part of
t heir study.

SEPTA i s providing data,
gui dance, staffing and techni cal
assi stance on the project, and we are
excited to see what the information
and analysis reveal. 1t's heartening
to see the enthusiasmfor inproved
transit on Roosevelt Boul evard and
the renewed interest in a Broad
Street Line extension, but funding
chal | enges | oom | arge over every
servi ce and pl anni ng deci si on SEPTA
considers, including |arge scale
projects such as those proposed for
Roosevel t Boul evard.

SEPTA is in the final year of

its one-tine federal COVID-relief
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funding. And the Authority is
preparing for an operating fiscal
cliff that could drastically limt
the service SEPTA is able to provide.
Next July SEPTA faces annua
recurring budget deficits of nore
than $240 mllion that will require
some conbi nati on of severe service
cuts, significant fare increases and
deferred state of good repair
proj ects, unless sustainable
operating funding can be secured to
mai ntain SEPTA's vital service.
Simlarly, recent experience
hi ghl i ghts how SEPTA' s capi tal budget
as currently constituted and funded
does not have the flexibility to
support maj or expansi on or capacity
enhancenent projects, while al so
mai nt ai ni ng our vehicle and
infrastructure state of good repair
comm tments. SEPTA' s strategic plan
identified a programof initiatives
and projects of regional significance

that align with our vision for an
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intuitive, seam ess transit network.

SEPTA is currently advanci ng
an array of initiatives, including
troll ey nodernization, bus revolution
and rei magining regional rail. Al ong
with efforts to address a 5.1 billion
vehicle and infrastructure state of
good repair backlog, fulfill our
comm tment to make the Broad Street
and Mar ket - Frankford Lines fully
accessi bl e and advance our Zero
Em ssi on Bus program the bul k of
SEPTA' s capital programis dedicated
to i nperatives, not choices.

Wth a capital budget that is
al ready the | owest anong peer
agenci es, SEPTA nust be careful to
ensure that new worthwhile projects
do not supplant current initiatives
that are integral to SEPTA' s | ong-
range plan and the City's transit
plan. Fully realizing Route for
Change, includi ng whatever transit
node i s chosen as a part of the

selected alternative |ike a subway,
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will take nore than a one-tine
f undi ng.

As a city and region, we nust
make significant progress on funding
now to ensure that a project |ike an
extension of the Broad Street Line
has | ocal and state funding to
conpete for critical federa
investnment. SEPTA is grateful to
Repr esent ati ves Hohenstein and Waxman
for introducing |ocal funding
options, |egislation and
Transportati on Conm ttee Chairnman
Nei |l son for his | eadership, and SEPTA
Is working to build support for this
critical funding tool.

Thank you for holding this
heari ng and providing a venue for our
partners and our stakeholders to
share their know edge and ent husi asm
for transit. | look forward to
answeri ng your questions and hearing
fromthe other panelists. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank

you, Jennifer. | have a question on
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the lines of what Councilman Curtis
Jones asked regarding the cost, and
you gave a very, very detailed
sunmary of sone of the fiscal
chal | enges that you are facing right
now to kind of maintain your current
capital projects. Wuat is the
signifi -- what is the dollar anount
that if the | egislation passes on the
state level, which I'"mpretty
confident that it wll under the
| eadershi p of Chairman Neil son al so
wor king in partnership with the
Phi | adel phi a Del egati on Chair Mrgan
Cephas and the Chairperson of
Appropriations who | spoke to
directly about this issue, actually I
spoke to all three of them about this
I ssue, what's the actual dollar
anopunt that the legislation wll
produce for SEPTA as we enbark upon
this upcomng fiscal cliff?

M5. DOUGHERTY: Approxinately
$9 million for our operating fiscal

cliff. So our need is 240 m!llion.
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This |l egislation as proposed is 190
mllion.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Ckay.
Thank you very nuch.

Any ot her questions and
comments from nmenbers of the
Comm ttee?

M5. DOUGHERTY: | woul d
like -- sorry. | just wanted to
answer Counci |l man Jones's question
fromearlier. M apologies.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Go ahead.
I["'msorry. Go ahead. Council man
Jones, you want to reiterate your
guestion?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes,
pl ease. Based on the current
configuration of that subway, and |I'm
assumng it's going to go at least to
Bucks County, how many stops woul d be
proposed in that continued
construction?

M5. DOUGHERTY: Based upon the
Rout e for Change work that we

col | aborated with previously, we were
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| ooking at 12 stations over 12 m |l es,
and that includes stations in Bucks
County. \What are the estinated
anmounts of ridership that could be

pi cked up, including that route?

M5. DOUGHERTY: That's a great
question. That's sonething that we
really are working with PennDOT
currently on in terns of nodeling
with the alternative study in terns
of what we think the overal
ridership could be.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Have there
been cost conparisons to | ook at
light rail versus the subway
conti nual construction?

M5. DOUGHERTY: No, that is
al so part of the current study with
PennDOT. Don't have those nunbers
quite yet.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Last
question: Wuld -- what do you think
t he i npact on congestion on the
Boul evard woul d be by the conpletion

of this subway?
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M5. DOUGHERTY:  Anot her
excel l ent question. | think this is
one of the things that we worked
really closely with PennDOT and the
Cty of Phil adel phia and Bucks County
previously, is that whatever
I ntervention or whatever node gets
chosen or selected for Roosevelt
Boul evard in ternms of public
transportation, there'd be a major
configuration of Roosevelt Boul evard
in ternms of how the | anes woul d work,
how nmuch carrying capacity there
woul d be for personal vehicles and
trucks. And those things need to be
wei ghed agai nst each ot her.

I think the bigger the
intervention is in terns of nass
transit, how nuch dedi cated right-of-
way we're given, the frequency of
service and the carrying capacity of
that service all inpacts how many
peopl e we can take on board nass
transit and really do a node shift

from people needing to rely upon a
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personal vehicle to get around.

So that is definitely
sonet hing that we're going to be
wor ki ng cl osely with PennDOT on,
nodeling. |t could be a very
significant inpact, but it is
sonet hing we need to work cl osely
with and see what people are
confortable with in ternms of really
rei magi ni ng Roosevelt Boul evard in
ternms of how many | anes, how they're
configured and what node gets chosen.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  And
finally, what | would ask is to | ook
at how the inpact of that m ght dea
wi th the dangerous roadway that we
face. It's one of the nobst dangerous
roads in the City of Phil adel phia.
So under st andi ng how by addi ng the
subway cars, how that m ght reduce
sone of the hazards riding up and
down Roosevelt Boul evard.

Thank you, M. Chairman.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You're

wel cone. Any ot her questions or
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comments from nmenbers of the
Comm ttee?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Heari ng
none, would the Cerk please call the
next panel pl ease.

THE CLERK: Next to speak we
have State Senator Sharif Street.

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:

Senat or - -

SENATOR STREET: Good
af t er noon.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: - -
Street. How are you?

SENATOR STREET: |'mwel |,
Counci | man, Menbers. Appreciate the
opportunity to present. How are you
al | doi ng today?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  We're
doing fantastic. |If you could just
state your nane for the record and
you can begi n your testinony.

SENATOR STREET: So |'m State
Senator Sharif, S-h-a-r-i-f as in

Frank Street, S-t-r-e-e-t. |
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represent the 3rd Senatorial D strict
in the Commonweal th of Pennsyl vani a
whi ch begins in the heart of North
Phi | adel phia and runs up to the
County line along Broad Street. And
my District runs east, which would
i ncl ude significant portions of the
Roosevel t Boul evard at Broad Street.

And the reason that's
particularly significant for ne is
much of the construction, at |east
the portion from Broad Street
probably all the way out to about 8th
Street along the Boul evard, would be
inm District, and then | represent
at | east one side of all of the North
Broad corridor where the Broad Street
sub would run from Fern Rock all the
way down to Spring Garden Street
St ation.

Look, I think this is a great
I dea for a host of reasons. First
and forenost, it would inprove in the
safe -- it'll inprove safety and

functionality of our mass transit
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system by all owi ng people to take the
subway or light rail -- and by the
way, |'m agnostic on the issue of
whether it's light rail or subway
cars. | do think rail service is
needed.

It would allow folks to take
rail service to Broad Street and then
connect at Broad Street and get into
Center Cty. Doing that would
significantly reduce -- it would have
the potential to significantly reduce
the nunber of cars comng off the
Boul evard on the North Broad Street,
where if anyone drives there, you
know t here's congestion built up
right there and usually during rush
hour can go from Hunting Park all the
way down to City Hall at some point,
at |l east down to Vine Street. And
so, | think that is a positive.

Reduci ng that congesti on woul d
reduce the anount of tinme that cars
are idling, which would reduce --

whi ch woul d i nprove efficiencies for
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everyone, would al so make even those
cars that are still driving, if they
can get to their destination faster
with less idling, it would reduce the
carbon footprint of those cars
traveling and it would inprove the
quality of life, people, because it
woul d reduce their conmute, whether
you're on the rail or on the car.
Additionally, we have to | ook
at the possibility there will be
peopl e doi ng what we often cal
reverse commuti ng, which are people
who live in North Philadel phia and in
other parts of the City where they're
particularly | ow incone that m ght
want to go to retail jobs out in
Bucks County or the G eater
Northeast. Right nowif you live in
Nort h Phil adel phia or West
Phi | adel phi a or South Phil adel phi a
and you want to get to the Geater
Northeast, if you're traveling by
car, it's an inordi nate anount of

tinme to get to the Nesham ny Mall or
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the Franklin or the -- well, | guess
we call it Philadelphia MIIs Mall.

For any of those places where
there are lots of retail jobs, those
retail jobs could be really inportant
to lowincone famlies and could
change lives but may not be practi cal
I f you have, you know, a comute t hat
could be in excess of an hour because
you don't have access to a car. And
| think the last studies that | saw
roughly 35 percent of the popul ation
I n Phil adel phia are w thout vehicles,
many of those people living in
rowhouses al ong Broad Street where it
Is ordinarily unnecessary. So |
think it would therefore inprove the
econom es, both Phil adel phia and
Bucks County.

Finally, it would hel p nove us
into a nore nodern era and it can
continue to expand what is really one
of the finest systens for rail. And
Il wll say, |ook, there's been a | ot

of tal k about how we inprove the
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transportation, how we get people out
of cars. And | wthout, you know,
casting shade on people who want to
ride bicycles, and I love riding

bi kes as a recreational rider, |
think that the culture of

Phi | adel phia is nuch nore suited to
get masses of people to ride rai

than it is to use bikes for
transportation.

And so, | think making this
ki nd of investnent would get people
off -- and woul d achi eve goal s t hat
we' ve often tal ked about in terns of
getting people off of, you know, out
of cars and reducing our carbon
footprint. It would inprove the
ability for people who are traveling
from suburban areas or fromfar parts
of the Gty in the Northeast to
Center Gty who choose to continue to
use cars, because there would be |ess
congestion on the road, and it would
al | ow people who m ght want to

commut e the other way who are | ow
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i ncone that are nore likely to be
seeking retail jobs out in the Far
Nort heast or in Lower Bucks. For al
t hose reasons, | think this nmakes a
| ot of sense.

And then finally, it is not
| ost upon ne that there would be a
significant nunber of construction
jobs involved in this. And while
that's not why we do this, these
public works projects invariably have
a positive inpact on the econony.
Construction workers are going to eat
at restaurants. They're going to
cone fromregular famlies and they
wi Il make a significant contribution.
So |l will say that | woul d support
al l ocations fromthe Comonweal t h of
Pennsyl vani a.

|'"d be willing to advocate to
bot h Senate and House | eadership as
wel |l as the Governor to have the
Commonweal th play a role in working
with the Gty to secure funding for

this project. | want to thank
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Council man Driscoll for his
| eadership in this regard.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
very much, Senator. Before | open it
up to nenbers of the Commttee, |
have a question. For this upcon ng
budget, what's the budget surplus
that's projected?

SENATOR STREET: The current
budget surplus is projected at $8
billion in the Commpnwealth, with $6
billion in the Rainy Day Fund for a
total of roughly $14 billion in
unal | ocated funds, at least 3 billion
of that is structural; neaning that
we expect that to be recurring
revenues fromnultiple cycles. So
the surplus is likely to grow unl ess
Wwe i ncrease our spend.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Good. |
just wanted to get an idea. The
reason why | asked the question,

Jenni fer Dougherty tal ked about, |
think she said the legislation that's

flowing right nowif passed would
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produce 190 mllion, and the overall
budget is 200-plus mllion. And so,
| just wanted to get an idea of that
nunber in the grand schene of the
overall budget that's on the state
| evel that could be supportive in
SEPTA efforts as we run out of the
support that they have --

SENATOR STREET: Yeah.
Council man, to that point, if | can
add, look, there is a bill that came
out of the House already, a tax code
bill that | think increased dedi cated
funding for mass transit by about 40
percent. That bill successfully cane
out of the Senate Appropriations
Commttee, and | anticipate that
those provisions wll be enacted in
t he | aw

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Good.
Thank you very nuch, Senator.

Any questions, comments from
menbers of the Committee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Ckay.
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Hearing none as al ways good to see
you, Senator Sharif Street.

SENATOR STREET: Good to see
you, Counci | man.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You too.
WIIl the Cerk please call the next
panel , pl ease.

THE CLERK: Next to speak we
have Representative Joe Hohenstein,
Representati ve Jared Sol onon,
Representative Patrick Gallagher,
Represent ati ve Ant hony Bel | non,
Represent ati ve Ben Waxman and
Representative Tari k Khan.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you. Il'mgoing to start with ny
representative, part of the 2nd
Council manic District, Ben Waxman,
can you start us off. But welcone to
the Council Hearing, ny State
col | eagues on the state |level. Good
to see everybody.

Ben, just state your nane for
the record and pl ease begi n your

testi nony.
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STATE REPRESENTATI VE WAXMAN:
Yes. Thank you so nuch, Council man.
And | am proud that ny Councilman is
the one who is | eading this hearing.
We get excellent representation in
our District at the Council |evel.

It is great to be here with so nmany
advocates as well as el ected

of ficials who have been really

wor king on this issue for a |ong
tine.

There are others on this call
who have been working | onger than ne.
And so, I'Il turn it over to themin
a nonent. But | would say the nunber
one thing for me as a State
Representati ve who represents
primarily downtown as well as
communities that are directly
adj acent to downtown or in Center
Cty, we don't just see this as a
subway line that will help those in
t he Nort heast.

W see it very nuch as part of

Center City's recovery and coni ng
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back from COVI D, because we believe
it will make it nuch easier for
people fromthe Northeast all the way
to Bucks County to cone into Center
Cty and use our retail outlets,
restaurants, all of those things. So
this is -- and the sane in terns of
Center City residents taking
advantage of all the things that are
avai l able in the Northeast, including
restaurants and cultural institutions
that you really, really can't find in
Center Gty.

So this is sonething that |
really strongly believe will help
everyone. It will help every part of
Phi | adel phia that is touched by this.
It wll benefit every nei ghborhood.
That includes Center City and every
ot her nei ghborhood that will be
touched by this project.

And so, with that | will turn
it back to you, Councilman, for ny
col | eagues.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
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very much

Representative Jared Sol onon,
pl ease state your name for the record
and begin your testinony please.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE SOLOMON:
How are you doi ng, Chairman? Jared
Sol onmon, J-a-r-e-d, S-o-l-0-ma-n,
202nd Legislative District. |It's
good to be with you, Chair, and good
to be with you, Council nmenbers. So
this is an opportunity -- and |
appreci ate Councilman Driscoll's
| eadership on this issue. This is an
opportunity for us in Philadel phia to
do sonet hing big, bold and
transformati onal .

Bi g, bold and
transformational, those are not words
just reserved for New York and LA and
other cities. Those are words that
we can enbrace. And when you think
of big, bold and transformational,
the last tinme that the type of
transformati onal project has happened

i n Northeast Phil adel phia is over
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five decades. W had the Roosevelt
Boul evard in 1902. W had the
Tacony-Pal nyra Bridge in 1929 and the
Mar ket - Frankford El was the | ast one,
and that was in 1968.

We can change that by
enbracing this effort. And as the
Counci | man poi nted out and others
have pointed out, this would nmean
uni on jobs for a generation, a
positive environnental inpact that we
have never seen before in our City, a
public works project up and down the
Boul evard fromthe Bucks County Line
all the way into Center City that we
have never seen, and inclusive
devel opnment that uplifts people,
noves people from poverty to m ddl e-

I ncone jobs that would be
transformational for many in our
regi on.

It's also an opportunity for
us to all work together, local, state
and federal. Wen was the last tine

that we've gotten on a call like this
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where everyone agrees? | don't think
anyone's opposed to this project, so
let's all work together and get
sonet hing big, bold and
transformati onal done for our City
and region. Thank you, Chair.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
very nuch.

Little Bro, Representative
Ant hony Bel | non, pl ease state your
nanme for the record and begin your
testi nony.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE BELLMON:
Thank you, Chairman. | appreciate
the opportunity to cone and present
to you guys today. M nane is
Ant hony Bellnon. |'mthe State
Representative for the 203rd
Legislative District, which is
Bur hol ne, Lawncrest, Lawndal e, Oxford
Crcle, Aney and Castor Gardens al
i n Lower Northeast Phil adel phia.

When | m wal ki ng around and
I"'mtalking to ny constituents, a |ot

of people say that the Northeast is
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di sconnected fromthe rest of the
Cty and they would | ove to be able
to get fromthe Northeast to Center
City alot easier, a lot quicker and
a lot cheaper. And | think that what
we' re tal king about here today with
the extension of the Broad Street
Line, all of those things are going
to be able to help nmy constituents.
Currently | sit both on the
Commerce Conmmittee and the
Transportation Commttee in the
Pennsyl vani a House. And the
Roosevel t Boul evard Subway proposal
really stood out to ne because of the
benefits that it could have for ny
District and for Northeast
Phi | adel phia. Jared -- Rep. Sol onon
al ready knows that we have sone of
the best restaurants in the Cty, and
I think the rest of Phil adel phia
shoul d find out how great our
restaurants actually are. And one
way to do that would be to nmake sure

that it's easier to get to our
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restaurants.

Anot her reason is that the
current average commuting time for
workers in nmy District is 38 m nutes,
and that's 14 percent above the state
average, and a subway woul d hel p cut
down that commuter tinme for workers
inny District. This project is
realistic. | think this project is
attainable. But in order for us to
make it happen, we really do need al
hands on deck. And this is working
on the GCty, state and the federa
| evel .

Ever since |'ve | earned about
this project, |'ve always heard that
there's always been sort of an idea,
right, this is a 100-year-old idea

that has just never happened because

the political will for it just hasn't
been there. | think the politica
will for it is there now | think

wth the infrastructure dollars from
the federal governnent we can

actually see it conme to pass. And |
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hope that | will do everything in ny
power fromthis --
(Background interruption.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Excuse ne
one second. Excuse ne. Can
everybody put their phone or their
conputer on nute please? Thank you

Repr esent ati ve Ant hony
Bel | ron, pl ease finish your
testi nony.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE BELLMON:
No problem [I'll just do everything
within ny power fromthis seat in
order to nmake it happen. And thank
you, Chairman, thank you to nenbers
of the Commttee and thank you to
Counci l man Driscoll for his
| eadership on this as well.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you
very nuch, Representative Bell non.
And | was just up in the Northeast at
a restaurant called M chel angel o and
the food was great. | do understand
that it did take ne literally an hour

to conme from South Philly al ong 95,
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like literally an hour to get there,
right. And so, | believe froma
transportation, an equitable
transportation standpoint this would
be great for the Northeast. But | do
want to testify that the food at

M chel angel o' s was great, the pizza
was outstanding and | had a real,
real good time. So I'll be back
actually later on this week, so keep
up the good worKk.

Next, ny good friend Joe
Hohenstein. Go ahead, state your
nanme for the record pl ease --

STATE REPRESENTATI VE
HOHENSTEI N:.  Thank you,

Counci | nrenber - -

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  -- and
begin --

STATE REPRESENTATI VE
HOHENSTEI N:  Yep. Joseph Hohenst ei n.
I'"'mthe State Representative for
House District 177, and |'m a
lifetinme SEPTA rider nostly on the
Frankford El. And we all know you
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can't get to heaven fromthere, but
you can get to Frankford. | just
want to make sure this body
under st ands what we need to do in
Harrisburg is to convince Harrisburg
that this isn't just good for Philly,
it's good for the rest of the state
as wel | .

Now, SEPTA does a decent job
of presenting what the facts and
figures are, the contracts that they
have and the way that a project |ike
this will i1npact not just
Phi | adel phi a and t he surroundi ng
counties, but also the state as a
whole. And | think any nessage that
City Council sends to Harrisburg with
a resolution or with an ordi nance or
whatever it is you guys are going to
do, the nessage to us needs to be
this is going to help the entire
Commonweal t h because we know t hat
mass transit does do that.

Even if we're only talking

about increasing the ability for
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people to get to work and work in
jobs that are fam | y-sustaining and
create revenue for the state, that
revenue goes back to the state. And
the tradition is that Phil adel phia
puts nore in tax revenue than it gets
back out, and that can be and shoul d
be a real inportant piece of the
nessage.

I think one of the other
t hi ngs a nunber of my col | eagues have
al ready tal ked about which is really
key is the unity that we have around
these issues. You are talking with
no fewer than six of us today | think
or five or six of us today, and
that's just the folks who got on this
hearing fromthe House of
Representatives. And | know t he
Senate is really unified with this
fromour Del egation's standpoint.

And what we need to do, and |
want to nmake sure there's a
di stinction, the bill that we passed

just last week for the tax code is
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related to SEPTA s operationa
funding. We need bills like the one
that Rep. Waxman has proposed, that
|'ve proposed, there are a couple of
ot her ideas as well, to make sure
there's additional |ocal funding for
the capital projects that the subway
really is sort of ny way of thinking
the crown jewel of all of the
different capital projects that
SEPTA's considering. But we need to
be able to do that. And in order to
do that, having a good strong backing
comng fromthe Cty is going to give
us that inpetus to be able to have
our colleagues in Harrisburg both
recogni ze the value of nmass transit

i n Philadel phia for the entire
Commonweal th and al so give us the

| ocal tools to be able to raise
revenue here in Philadel phia and sone
of the surroundi ng counties so that
we have the capital funding that wll
al | ow SEPTA to take advantage of the

federal noney as well.
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And with that, one last thing
| just want to note, and | know,

Rep. Sol onon, you didn't nention it.
But the Sem qui ncentennial is com ng
up, the 250th anniversary of our
nation, and Jared | know sits on that
Comm ssion, and that is going to be
one of many events that we can
showcase what Phil adel phia is and
about. And we at |east should be
able to at that point showcase that
the subway is comng even if we don't
have it built by then.

So thank you for the
opportunity to testify and | thank ny
former coll eague and Counci | menber
Driscoll for his | eadership on the
i ssue and all of you for taking the
reins on this and really getting it
nmovi ng forward. So thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you. Thank you very nuch for
hi ghli ghting the inportance of
showi ng the state as a whole, right.

| wasn't there when you were there,
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but I'ma fornmer nenber so | get the
I nportance of show ng | egislatives
from Al | egheny County, right, that
this is inmportant. But | also
recogni ze that we put nore in the
pot, right, as a region than we get
back. And so, I'mjust excited about
the | eadership that we have up there
now to take us to the next level to
make sure the Gty of Phil adel phia
gets a return on our investnent.
Thank you very nuch.

Representative Tari k Khan,
pl ease just state your nanme for the
record and begin your testinony, ny
friend.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE KHAN
Thank you. [|'m State Representative
Tari k Khan. | represent the 194th
District in Northwest Philadel phia.
That includes East Falls, Manayunk.
Roxbor ough, Chestnut H |l and
W ssahi ckon. Chair Johnson, thank
you so nuch for convening this

neeting. | want to thank
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Counci | menber Driscoll for your
| eadership on this issue. | want to
give a shout-out to ny Council menber
Curtis Jones who worked a ot within
our community on projects and he's a
great partner.

I want to also say hello to
t he ot her Council menbers and thank
themfor their work. And finally, |
just want to also thank the community
advocates, including the Fifth Square
and The Bicycle Coalition who have
been fighting for this and really
raising this up. And |ast but not
| east, | want to thank ny coll eagues
from Phi | adel phia on the call
especially our Chair of our Veterans
Commi ttee Jared Sol onon, who's al so
nmy childhood friend fromthe
Nor t heast .

You know, | want to start off
just by saying that | grew up in
Nort heast Phil adel phia and this
really woul d have been a huge benefit

havi ng sonmething |ike the Roosevelt
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Boul evard Subway. | woul d have been
able to get hone a lot earlier in
hi gh school from Center Cty. |
coul d have transferred fromthe Broad
Street Line to a Wl sh-G ant

Boul evard stop. My father was an
engi neer for the Gty and he actually
built the airport |ine that brought
peopl e who were conmuting fromthe
airport back to Center City so that
they got a transport. Because
before, people were having to take
taxis all the tinme and we didn't
real |y have that strong
infrastructure. This is right al ong
that line of making sure this world
class city, Philadel phia, has a world
class infrastructure, transit

I nfrastructure.

This project as nentioned w ||
bring union work to workers across
the region. This is going to benefit
all of our unions. Every union that
I can think of would benefit directly

fromthis, including the
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participation of the labor for it in
creating this line. | think also
which is extrenely relevant to
Nort hwest Phil adel phia is that the
climate crisis severely inpacts
Phi | adel phia and my community, and we
need a transit-forward policy that
reflects the situation that we're in.

During Hurricane lda, the
Schuyl kil'l River flooding devastated
residents and nerchants in East Falls
and Manayunk, and we need to nake
sure we are taking interventions to
mtigate our climte crisis.
Swtching fromcars to public transit
| i ke the Roosevelt Boul evard Subway
will reduce CO2 em ssions by nearly
half. It would also increase worker
productivity making it easier for
people who live in ny community to be
able to get to work, neaning |ess
time to drive, nore tine to work.

| want to also just say about
the return on investnent to Northwest

Phi | adel phia and to our GCty, we know
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that investnent in transit can yield
about 50, 000 jobs per $1 billion

i nvested and offers anywhere froma
2:1 to a 4:1 economc return. |
finally want to say as a nurse-
practitioner the health benefits of
taking the train wll be that public
transit brings health benefits al ong
with the econom c return.

More than three tines the
people who -- well, let ne state it
this way: Your physical activity is
about three tines nore than when you
are taking public transit than when
you drive, so you're three tines nore
active when you are taking public
transit to getting to your stop and
then traveling to your destination
than if you're driving in a car. And
we know that being active |lowers the
risk for health di sease, diabetes,
hi gh pressure and depression and
reduces stress.

| can't tal k about unions by

the way wi thout nentioning the good
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people from TWJ, who wll be the ones
that are operating this Roosevelt

Boul evard Subway, TWJ 234. So this
iIsawn-wn-win. Thisis awn for
our residents, it's a wn for the
econony and it's a win for our |abor
and a win for our climate. Thank you
so much, Chair Johnson. | appreciate
the time to testify.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you
very much

Representati ve Gal |l agher,

t hank you for your patience as well.
| watched your | eadership around the
| -95 issue working with the other

el ected officials in the area and
just want to say hello. And just
state your nane for the record and
begi n your testinony.

STATE REPRESENTATI VE
GALLAGHER: Thank you, Chairman. |
appreciate that. M nane is Patrick
Gal | agher, State Representative for
the 173rd Legislative District. |

represent Northeast Phil adel phia in
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the areas of Hol nesburg, Mayfair,
Upper Hol mesburg, East Torresdal e,
W nchester Park. This affects ny
District hugely because | represent
down the Boul evard from Cottman
Avenue to alnost all the way up to
Wel sh Road, and this would be a gane-
changer for a lot of those people
that Iive on the corridor there.
Getting to public
transportation fromthat area
sonetinmes, especially the rails, is
especially difficult when they have
to take two or three trains or buses
to get to, say, the Frankford El or
to the rails on the other side of the
Boul evard, so this would nmake life a
| ot easier for ny constituents and
for the area. And I'mgoing to echo
the sanme sentinments of ny coll eagues
in both the House and the Senat e,
that this is an absol ute gane-changer
for Sout heastern Pennsylvania, for
Nor t heast Phil adel phia and the

Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vania for all
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t he reasons stated before, economcs,
for jobs, for labor, for -- | nean
there's not a box that's not being
checked in this program

And another thing is this is
al so a great idea because a lot of ny
constituents in ny conmunity are
rowhones with no access to cars, so
this makes it a |l ot easier to get
access to all the great things that
come with living in the Cty of
Phi | adel phia. You know, it's not
just a one-way transit action here.
You have Northeast residents | ooking
to go down to Center City and sane
thing with Center City residents
| ooking to cone up to the Northeast
to cel ebrate what we have to offer up
here and for us to experience what
Center Gty has to offer for us down
t here.

So it's not a hugely one-sided
thing here. | think it's going to
benefit everywhere and everybody in

the city of Phil adel phia. And |
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think it's just a great project and
happy to get behind it. | know all
nmy col | eagues that have spoken before
me are | ooking forward to supporting
this in Harrisburg in any way, shape
or form possible.

And | want to thank the
Commi ttee for having a hearing on
this, Chairman Johnson. And | want
to thank Councilman Driscoll for
| eading the charge on this. | think
you guys are all doing a wonderfu
job and thanks for letting nme speak.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you. Any questions or comments from
menbers of the Comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Wl |, |
want to thank all of you for taking
time out of your schedul e and
participating in the hearing. | just
want you to know that all of you
wor ki ng toget her on one m ssion
rowmng in the sane direction is very,

very enmpowering. And so, let's
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continue to nove this ball forward.
And again, thank you for taking the
time out of your schedul e and show ng
us how very inportant and critical
this issue is to Northeast

Phi | adel phia. Thank you very mnuch.

WIIl the Gerk please call --
there's a question. Joe, | see your
hand is rai sed.

MR COCCIO Yes, sir. Can
you hear nme?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah, |
hear you.

MR COCCIO First off, |
actual ly had ny hand up since the
SEPTA representative there -- just
| ooki ng for her nane there.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Jenni fer
Dougherty.

MR COCCI O  Yes, yes, yes.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Just so
you know how this works, normally
peopl e participating in the panels,
right, and you're speaking on behal f

of what organization, if you don't
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m nd nme aski ng?

M5. DOUGHERTY: Hello
(1 naudi bl e).

MR. COCCIO  CQbviously ny
concerns would be that of public
transportation, the citizens. |I'ma
civic association nmenber as well as
the Transport Workers Union
representative here on the cal
t oday.

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON:
Absolutely. Are you here to
participate as a panelist?

MR COCCIO Wwell, you asked
if I had any questions so | raised ny
hand and --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  That's --

MR COCCIO Like | said, |

didn't know if it was, you know,

for --
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah.
MR COCCIO -- able to --
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  It's all
right, Joe. You know, I'll use ny

| atitude. But when | ask if there
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are any questions, I'mreferring to
menbers of the actual Committee.

MR COCCl O  Got you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Go ahead
and ask your question, Joe.

MR COCCIO | was just
wanting to know where you based your
12 ml|es on when you di scussed the
proj ect, Jennifer?

M5. DOUGHERTY: Thanks, Joe.
That nunber cones fromthe Route for
Change study, which we worked with
the Gty of Phil adel phia, Bucks
County and PennDOT on. So that cones
froma previous study that was
| ooki ng at both short-term 2025
i mprovenents and 2040 i nprovenents.
So that is the length of the corridor
that was studied, so basically from
Broad Street, Hunting Park Avenue out
to about Neshaminy, A d Lincoln
H ghway in Bucks County.

MR COCCIO And that starting
poi nt agai n was where?

M5. DOUGHERTY: Hunting Park
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Avenue, Broad Street.

MR COCCIO Ckay. Wen you
said 12 mles, | thought you may have
been referring to the Frankford
Transportation Center. It's
approximately 12 mles fromthere to
Street Road as opposed to the O ney
Transportation Center, which would
have been tw ce that anount. So |
was just trying to see where SEPTA's
head was at when it's figuring out
t he costs, because those costs are
awfully high. And I was hoping at
sonme point | could address those.

M5. DOUGHERTY: Yes. So this
cones fromthe previous study Route
for Change. |It's available on the
Cty's website, and that is what
we' re basing and SEPTA is working
wi th PennDOT on and our ot her
st akehol ders or partners to do
further studies and refinenent of the
al ternatives.

MR COCCIO R ght. And you

nmenti oned subways and the subway
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costs. The m nute you put a shovel
in the ground, the cost of the
project is going to quadruple as
opposed to light rail or ultra |ight
rail. So | was just curious to know
why you woul d be | ooking into the
subway option, which would virtually
kill the project fromthe start as
opposed to a much nore affordable
option --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Joe - -

MR COCCIO -- to what we
al ready have --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  So
here's --

MR COCCIO -- and --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Joe, if
you don't m nd, because you have your
own tine allotted for you to do your
panel which is no problem and
Jennifer is going to stick around,
and you can take your panel tinme, if
you want to go as long as you want to
ask her questions, | think it'll be

appropriate to do it at that
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particular tine.

And so, Jennifer from SEPTA
will stick around and when your tine
cones up on your panel, you'll have
the ability to ask as many questions
that you would |ike. Okay?

MR. COCCI O Fair enough.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you. To the nenbers of the House
Del egation as well as the Senate, we
t hank you for your tinme to cone down
and do your testinony today. Thank
you very much

WIl the Cerk please call the
next panel.

THE CLERK: Next to speak, we
have Dr. Eric Goldwyn, Jay Arzu and
Ni ck Zuw al a- Rogers.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Pl ease
state your nane for the record and
pl ease begi n.

MR. GOLDWYN: | guess I'll go
first. M nane is Eric Gol dwyn,

Go-l-d-wy-n. |I'ma professor at
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New York University and | study
transit projects across the country
and across the world. Thanks for
havi ng nme here today. Wat's nost
exciting about this as a professor
and a researcher is that | usually
| ook at things that have been
conpl eted, not things that are sort
of in the process of being built.

I n readi ng over sone
hi storical docunments on this project,
there's sone questions about
ridership and cars. Taken off the
roadway nunbers that |'ve seen are
quite encouraging. The ridership
estimate froma 2003 study was
125,000 riders per day. And to put
this into context, in the United
States there is not another transit
project other than in New York GCty,
the Interborough Express and Phase 2
of the Second Avenue Subway that get
over 100,000 riders per day, so this
Is extrenely exciting.

There's a project in the Bay
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Area. |It's an extension of BART to
San José. |It's going to have about
33,000 to 50,000 riders per day.
Seattle's project is also in that
40, 000 to 50,000 riders per day
bal | park. So you're tal king about
double, triple what other rai
projects are seeing in the U S., so
that is extraordinarily exciting for
soneone like ne. | study the cost
drivers of transit projects in
particul ar.

There was soneone just talking
about the m nute you put a shovel in
the ground it becones very expensive.
That's true. Anerican projects in
general on average are about $1
billion a mle, which is too high.

If you | ook at other parts of the
world, it's closer to $350 mllion a
mle. There are a lot of things we
can do to bring those costs down.

One thing that's interesting | think
about this project, it's 12 stations.

You | ook at other projects around the

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



TRANSPORTATI ON AND PUBLI C UTI L. COW TTEE
10/ 11/ 2023

65

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

country. They're nmuch smaller in
| ength. And so, there's not as nmany
opportunities for standardi zati on and
sort of |learning as you go.

| think with this project with
12 stations, you can design sort of a
singl e standard station other than
where you have sort of interfaces
with other lines and really sort of
squeeze out the efficiencies and
optim ze as nuch as possible. So |
think it's a great project. |I'm
really excited to sort of see how it
devel ops. And obviously | see sone
hands up. So if there are any
questions, please let ne know. And
go Phillies.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Go
Phillies. That's right.

Can the Clerk please call the
next panelist.

THE CLERK: Next to speak we
have Jay Arzu.

MR. ARZU. Thank you very

much, Chairman, for giving nme this
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opportunity to speak. M/ nane is Jay
Arzu. | ama Ph.D. student in the
City and Regional Planning at the
Penn Weitzman School of Design. |
did prepare a brief statenent. But
I nstead of doing that, I wll instead
be reading a statenment from PennDOT.
PennDOT will not be on this cal
today unfortunately, but they did
have sonme updates for their Route for
Change programthat | wanted to
share. So if | could briefly do
that, sir.

COUNCI LMAN  J OHNSON:
Absol utely. Just state your nane for
the record and pl ease read your
st at enment .

MR. ARZU. Absolutely. Ckay.
Jay Arzu, J-a-y. Last nane Arzu,
A-r-z-u. So just to read fromthe
PennDOT docunent, the Route for
Change programis vision intends to
t ransform Roosevel t Boul evard by
enhanci ng safety, accessibility and

reliability al ong Roosevelt Boul evard
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for all users, including pedestrians
by supporting local, regional travel
needs, changi ng | and use patterns,
enhanci ng connectivities and nobility
to local communities while pronoting
econom ¢ opportunities.

As the next phase of the Route
for Change program the departnent
has initiated a two-tiered eval uation
process that will be used to select a
preferred alternative. A screening
study wll further refine the two
general roadway alternatives
initially identified into specific
alternatives. They will then conpare
and anal yze the six specific
alternatives and recomrend three or
six specific alternatives for nore
anal ysi s.

So now!l wll read the
different alternatives. For
reference, the two high level 2040
roadway alternatives initially
identified: Alternative 1, partially

capped expressway with surface
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transit, light rail or bus rapid
transit. Alternative 2, neighborhood
boul evard with surface transit, |ight
rail or BRT. As part of Phase B full
2040 alternatives anal ysis, four
additional alternatives wll be
considered. Alternative 3, partially
capped expressway with a subway.

Al ternative 4, neighborhood boul evard
with subway. Alternative 5, blended
roadway configuration with surface
transit, light rail or BRT. And

| astly, Alternative 6, blended
roadway configuration wth subway.

So, M. Chairman, | just
wanted to reiterate this information
from PennDOT. | wish that they could
have been here to explain this
t hensel ves, but it | ooks very so that
PennDOT is noving forward wi th Subway
alternatives as included in its Route
for Change Part B project, so we wll
be noving forward. W have a pl an
here and I will give the floor back

to you. Thank you very mnuch.
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
very much. | just want to
acknow edge you for your hard work
and your dedication on this
particular project, so | am well
aware of the work you have been doi ng
as a Penn student and your passion
around this particular project.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
next panelist please.

THE CLERK: Last to speak on
this panel we have N ck Zuw al a-
Roger s.

MR, ZUW ALA- ROGERS: Hi.
Yeah, ny nanme is Nick Zuw al a- Rogers.
I"mthe Transportation Program
Director at Cean Air Council.
Thanks for the opportunity to give
this testinony today. The Council is
a nmenber-supported environnent al
advocacy organi zati on whose m ssi on
Is to protect everyone's rights to a
heal t hy environment, and |'ve been
asked to cone and explain why C ean

Air Council supports enhanced high
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quality transit service on Roosevelt
Boul evard, including a subway

conbi ned with a rei nmagi ned Boul evard
that prioritizes safety and

nei ghbor hood connectivity and the
reasons why we believe it's good for
t he environnent.

W're in an age of a climte
crisis. Natural disasters are
happening at increasing rates. W're
seeing record year after record year
of high tenperatures. |In this past
year, our region experienced an
abnormal 'y high nunber of air quality
action days where it was difficult to
breat he here in Philadel phia. W
need to act now in order to see
meani ngf ul reductions in carbon
em ssions fast enough that we avoid
the worst inpacts of climte change.

Transportation is the | eading
source of climte em ssions and
private autos are the largest part of
that sector. That's larger than air

travel or freight novenent.
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Transportation and its associ at ed
congestion and idling al so cause

| ocal air pollution, which has a
maj or negative inpact on the health
of people in the region.

Resi dents near nmjor roadways
i ke the Boul evard are nore likely to
suffer greater rates of asthma and
other respiratory illness as well as
cardi ovascul ar di sease. And as such,
shifting people to public transit is
an environnmental and public health
I nperative. And high quality service
that is fast, frequent, reliable,
clean and safe is the only way we can
convi nce people to becone transit
riders. And that's why creating a
high quality transit service |like a
subway on Roosevelt Boul evard is so
cruci al .

The Boul evard serves roughly a
third of Phil adel phia residents and
carries 90,000 vehicles on it daily
at its highest point. Currently

around 20, 000 peopl e use bus service
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on the Boul evard every day, but
ridership could be so nuch higher if
people had a truly high quality
option that was nore conveni ent than
using a car. Subways and hi gh-speed
trolleys only get people where
they're going faster than a car in
urban environnents. They emt | ust

. 28 pounds per passenger nmle of
carbon di oxi de conpared to .87, which
is nore than triple from personal

aut os.

A subway or other high quality
service that not only replaces trips
along this road but also efficiently
connects service into the rest of
SEPTA' s system including the Broad
Street Line serving Center Gty is
t he solution we need to reduce
em ssions and inprove air quality in
Phi | adel phia. Wile high quality and
hi gh speed transit service along the
Boul evard woul d be an incredible
addition to the existing transit

system it must go hand in hand with
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conpl etely redesigning the Boul evard
in a way that prioritizes
pedestrians, cyclists and driver
safety.

In its current form Roosevelt
Boul evard i s one of the nost
dangerous roads in Anerica. It's a
road that was built to prioritize
vehi cl e speed over safety, and
statistics show this. Between 2012
and 2021, 119 people were killed in
crashes al ong the Boul evard,
i ncl uding 49 pedestrians. |n order
for people to safely access the
Roosevel t Boul evard subway in the
future, the dangerous road conditions
nmust be addressed. Renobving cars
whi | e keeping the roadway the sane
has the potential to exacerbate
danger ous speedi ng or even induce
nore demand for vehicles to take
their place if not done as part of a
holistic redesign of the Boul evard.

Transportati on departnents and

transit agencies should partner
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together in this project to include
right-sizing the road as 12 or nore

| anes woul d no | onger be necessary.
They already aren't. Since the
installation of speed caneras al ong

t he Boul evard, the rate of fatal
crashes has slowed. In a recent
federal grant to nake increnental
safety inprovenents al ong the roadway
wi Il be |ong overdue, but the

conpl ete redesign has the opportunity
to build on this success by creating
nore people-centric places |ike w de
si dewal ks, trails and green spaces

al ong the corridor which wll nake
the road safer and nore accessible to
pedestri ans.

This reall ocation of space can
al so have additional environnmenta
benefits as green stormater
infrastructure can be installed to
reduce the effects of flooding and
wat er pollution fromthe urban
environment. |If we're thinking big

| i ke building a new subway and we
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shoul d be, we need to think big
enough to conplete the entire project
and provide high quality transit
service, safe bicycle and pedestrian
access to connect nei ghborhoods al ong
t he Boul evard and a safe roadway for
vehi cl es.

Peopl e need access to the
future subway in order to use it and
they need to be safe doing so. The
good news is we have the opportunity
now to think big. GCenerational
federal investnment in infrastructure
I's avail able now, but we need to
rai se local funds to be able to match
this investnment and access the
federal resources. W need City
Council and | ocal |eaders to advocate
in Harrisburg for the passage of
enabling legislation to raise |ocal
funds for transit and we need this
body to act again once that
| egi sl ati on passes.

We nust act now. Phil adel phia

resi dents deserve environnental and
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public health benefits from high-
quality transit on the Boul evard, and
we can't wait any longer. |
encourage you to nove forward in
supporting the Boul evard Subway in
conjunction with redesigning the

Boul evard itself to nmake it safer and
to serve the surrounding communities
in a better way.

In addition to noving forward
wi th plans, we need our |ocal |eaders
to advocate for necessary |egislation
at the state |l evel to nmake any of
this possible. | appreciate your
time in considering Clean Air
Council's testinony and | | ook
forward to engaging with you further
on the issue.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you
very nuch, Nick, for your
presentation. And when you talk
about buil ding this Northeast subway
railway, it also exudes to the fact
of how we reduce our carbon

footprint, also addressing the issue
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of global warmng. It brings ne to a
conversation | had with ny two boys
about two weeks ago asking ne why we
don't have wi nter anynore. And I
started talking to them about gl oba
war mi ng and the inpact of gl obal
warm ng on our City as well as on our
earth. And so, we thank you for your
hard work and we thank you for your
advocacy around this particul ar
proj ect .

Are there any questions or
comments from nenbers of the
Comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Ckay.
Heari ng none, will the Cerk please
call the next panel.

THE CLERK: For our next panel
we have Chri st opher Puchal sky.

MR. PUCHALSKY: (Good
af t ernoon, Chairperson Johnson,
menbers of the Commttee on
Transportation Utilities. Thank you

for the opportunity to appear before
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you today. M nane is Christopher
Puchal sky. I'mthe D rector of
Policy and Strategic Initiatives at
the Ofice of Transportation,
Infrastructure and Sustainability

ot herwi se known as oTIS and |I'm here
today to offer testinony on
Resol uti on 230533.

The Northeast needs better
public transit and oTIS is broadly
supportive of the idea of a subway on
Roosevel t Boul evard. Two i nportant
pl anni ng docunents, the Philadel phia
Transit Plan and the Roosevelt
Boul evard Route for Change both point
to the need for significant transit
i nvest nents al ong the Boul evard. The
i dea of a subway on the Boul evard is
one that keeps comng up. This
points to the intuitive benefits of
this project, that it hasn't been
built yet denonstrates the
difficulties.

The City is currently working
wi th SEPTA and PennDOT to update the
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ridership forecasts and the
conceptual costs for a subway, and |
bel i eve sone of those nunbers from
the last study 20 years ago were
cited already today in this hearing.
A subway woul d provide significant
nmobility benefits to the Northeast.
Better transit inproves equity,
reduces greenhouse gas em ssi ons,
reduces traffic fatalities, increases
Phi | adel phia's econoni c
conpetitiveness and would allow for a
rei magi ni ng of the Roosevelt

Boul evard right-of-way by renoving

t housands of vehicles a day fromthat
facility.

It would al so invigorate the
al ready dynam c nei ghbor hoods al
along the Boulevard. And I wll for
one second -- the Chairperson's
comment s about the excellent food in
t he Nort heast.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Mm hnm

MR. PUCHALSKY: M favorite

restaurant's Uzbeki stan nyself. Yet
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the chall enges and inplications of a
subway are significant and we should
begin this endeavor with open eyes
and a sober disposition. The capital
costs wll be larger than anything
this region has seen in at |east 40
years. \While updated cost estimates
will not be available for several
nonths, it is certain that the
engi neering and pl anni ng costs al one
will be nore than the Cty's annual
capital budget for transportation.
Wil e the | ocal funds required
for match for construction, match for
any federal and state funds that is,
will be nmultiples of SEPTA's yearly
capi tal budget, those matching funds
will either need to cone from
I ncreases in taxes or fromdiverting
fromother capital investnents in the
Cty, fixing existing transit
stations, newrail vehicles and
buses, paving and ADA ranps, schools,
parks or sone other source. The

noney just has to cone from sonewhere
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and we shoul d be sober about that.

Large rail projects also take
many years to conplete with the
envi ronnmental inpact statenent phase
al one, taking a nedian tinme of over
four years to conplete according to
the Council on Environnmental Quality
and the Eno Foundation, and that's
just the first stage of planning and
design. W cannot wait for a
possi bl e subway to make i nprovenents
on Roosevelt Boul evard now.

In the |ast four years, we
undert ook the | andmark Route for
Change study that produced the
Roadmap, and we received a Federal
Mega grant of $78 million for a $137
mllion project for short-term
i nprovenents that will save people's
lives. We initiated the Direct Bus A
services that saved transit riders
over 30 percent of their travel tine
al ong the Boul evard and are currently
wor ki ng on Direct Bus B and bus-only

| ane projects that will be delivered
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in the next four years.

Per haps nost significantly we
worked with City Council, state
| egi sl ators, PennDOT, PPA and
ordinary residents to pilot speed
caneras that reduced speeding on the
Boul evard by over 90 percent, and |
appreci ate everyone on this call that
voted for that pilot and who is
supporting the renewal right now that
i s being worked through the State
House. Delivering real inprovenents
to transit riders on this corridor
and the tinme it takes to conplete the
first phase of planning for a subway
Is not antithetical to future
i nprovenents, but helps build the
transit markets in the Northeast.

Just to summarize, a subway on
t he Boul evard has great prom se and
signi ficant chall enges, which we
shoul d expl ore while al so noving
aggressively to inplenent shorter
termtraffic safety and transit

i nprovenents. Thank you for the
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opportunity to appear before you
today. | would be happy to answer
any questions you have at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you. Any questions or comments from
menbers of the Comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Heari ng
none, will the Cerk please call the
next panel. Thank you, Chris.

MR. PUCHALSKY: Thank you.

THE CLERK: For our next
panel, we have Ryan Boyer, Al ex
Ri cci o and Joe Cocci o.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: W1 I the
Clerk please call the next panel.

THE CLERK: M apol ogies. For
our next panel, we have Ryan Boyer,

Al ex Riccio and Joe Cocci o.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Ckay.
Can the Clerk call the next panel.
Let's nove on. M Rushdy and
Sarah --

THE CLERK: M. Chair, can you

hear me now?
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes, |
hear you.

THE CLERK: Ckay. Sorry, |
think I mght have had technica
difficulties. But this panel Ryan
Boyer, Alex Riccio and Joe Cocci o,
believe M. Coccio is on the screen
to speak.

MR COCCIO Yes, sir -- yes,
ma'am | am

THE CLERK: Yep. So --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: St ate
your nane for the record and begin.

MR COCCIO Yes, sir. Joe
Cocci o, Transport Wirkers Union. |
just have a few things jotted down
here. | just want to thank everyone
for the consideration of the subway
project and the significant job
opportunities it's going to present
for everybody, including our union
menbers.

It's not just about
infrastructure. It's about investing

in the communities, our workforce and
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the Gty's future. The project wl|
gener at e t housands of well -paying

j obs, union and the like. The jobs
will provide workers, their famlies
wi th stable inconmes, benefits,
retirenments, securities. The ripple
effect wll extend beyond the job
site benefiting | ocal businesses and
conmuni ti es.

Qur union menbers and the
buil ding trades are all highly-
skilled trai ned professionals ready
to contribute their expertise on the
Roosevel t Boul evard Subway project.
Qur union |labor, we ensure quality
wor kmanshi p, safety, efficiency
t hr oughout the construction and
during the whol e operati ng process.
By utilizing union |abor, | believe
we all know that we invest in the
best workforce and ensure the job is
done correctly.

Safety and quality, it's a top
priority for us as well as it is for

all of you here. W undergo rigorous
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safety training to prevent accidents
and to ensure a secure work
environnment. W take pride in our
craft which leads to high quality
construction and operations that
stand the test of time, in our case
80 years, 80-plus years, three
transit agencies. 40 of which |'ve
been here for, | hate to say.

Uni on workers, we take pride
in our craft as | said and when it
cones to public infrastructure, the
safety and quality are non-negoti abl e
and we al ways deliver on both fronts.
The project wll breathe newlife
into the communities, boost | ocal
busi nesses, create a sense of pride
and reduce traffic congestion, very
i nportant on Route 1 needless to say
and everywhere for that matter in the
Cty, lower em ssions, nmake our City
nore |ivable, nore attractive.

W're committed to working
closely with | ocal residents and

st akehol ders to mnim ze the
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di sruptions and ensure the project's
success. The long-term benefits
whil e they could be investing in the
subject project is an investnent in
the future, it'll enhance our
transportati on operation options and
i nprove the quality of life. It wll
have a |l asting inpact benefiting
commut ers and future generations.

Environnental |y, needless to
say, the project aligns with
envi ronnental goals by pronpting nass
transit, reducing the carbon
em ssions and addressing climate
change. W're dedicated to
sust ai nabl e practices and support
projects that continue to contribute
to a greener future. |In conclusion,
I n advocating for the subway project
we're not just advocating for jobs,
but a brighter future for our
comuni ties, nore robust econony and
a nore sustai nabl e environnent.

W invite you to join us in

supporting the project and ensuring
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it all benefits all union workers,

| ocal communities and future
generations alike. Together we can
build a better nore connected, nore
prosperous future through the power
of union |abor and infrastructure

I nvest nent and build that Broad
Street subway extension.

I'd just also like to point
out a few things that we're talking
about, subways and we're tal king
about projects and costs. And noney
Is always an object. Needless to
say, whenever these things take place
or they pop up, United States is
unfortunately the sixth nost
expensive country in the world to
build a rapid rail infrastructure and
that hurts us, but there are cheaper
al ternatives.

Subway is the best way to go
and | agree with everyone here, but
that doesn't have to be the only way
to go. Subway costs, for instance,

coul d be upwards of 600 mllion per
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mle versus light rail, which could
be 100 mllion per mle. Then you
even have ultra light rail, which is
a nere 15 mllion per mle. There's
| ots of options out there and we all
need to know that we should stay far
away from any railroad because urban
rail roads, they cost the highest and
next to subways at | east.

So we have to | ook at |ight
rail or ultra light rail. Subway
bei ng the best, but probably the nost
expensi ve option we could face. As |
sai d, when you put that shovel in the
ground, all hell breaks |oose
needl ess to say. So there are
cheaper alternatives out there and
they're very viable and nuch easier,
| ess intrusive such as the ultra
light rail.

It interacts well with the
Cty. It's very simlar to what we
run in Southwest Philly already with
the LRV trolley cars running down the

sane road as the cars and the sane in
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Media, Sharon HlIl. So it does work
and it is the cheapest, the |east
i ntrusive and easi est one to attain.
That's pretty nmuch all | had to say,
except thanks to everybody again.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you
very much for your testinony.

Any questions or conments from
menbers of the Committee?

MR. BENNETT: Yes. This is
But ch Bennett wi th the Phil adel phi a
Bui l ding Trades. | want to thank
Counci | man - -

COUNCI LMAN JOHANSON: Um - -

MR. BENNETT: -- Kenyatta
Johnson. Can you hear ne?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yeah, |
can hear you, Butch. | just have a
question though. Are you part of the
panel, Butch?

MR. BENNETT: I'Ill be speaking
for Ryan Boyer.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes. So
don't ask your question just yet

because you're part of the panel, so

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




TRANSPORTATI ON AND PUBLI C UTI L. COW TTEE
10/ 11/ 2023

91

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

we're going to call you next.

MR. BENNETT: Ckay.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Any
guestions or comments from nenbers of
our Commttee, Committee on
Transportation and Public Uilities?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Okay. At
this nonent |'mgoing to call on
But ch Bennett on behal f of Ryan
Boyer, the Phil adel phia Buil di ng
Trades. Butch, go ahead and give
your testinony. Good to hear from
you as wel|.

MR. BENNETT: It is excellent
to be a part of this Commttee. And
I'd just like to say, you know, when
you have projects like this, | think
we have to al so think outside of the
box. We know what the benefits of a
subway on Roosevelt Boul evard woul d
do for not only the community and
wor kers trying to nove around the
Cty, but just think about the work

that it would cause and the effect
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that it would have on the | ocal
uni ons.

W woul d have to get nore
| ocal people to join unions and to
cone into the Building Trades, so |
think we're tal king about building a
subway which is great, but it's also
good career-sustaining project jobs
t hat these young people that we worry
about that are out there just no
pl ace to go and no hope, | think this
will give theman outlook and | think
our Gty would be nuch safer. And I
think we really would have to
consi der this nassive undert aking
t hat coul d change the dynam cs for
the young people in our City.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you
very much

I s anyone else here to testify
on this panel ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Any

questions or comments for this panel ?

(No response.)
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
very much, both of you for your
testinony. Thank you TWJ for the
hard work that y'all are doing and
keeping our City noving forward.

Butchie, I want to thank you
and your hard work that you're doing
wi th the Phil adel phia Building Trades
maki ng sure that we're buil ding
Phi | adel phia wi th good uni on- payi ng
jobs in the | abor workforce. Thank
you very much.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
next panel.

THE CLERK: On our next panel
we have Mb Rushdy and Sarah Magi nnis.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: W I |

MR. RUSHDY: Hell o,
M. Chairman. M is here. Thank you
so nuch for having ne today. M/ nane
iIs Mo Rushdy and | amthe current
Vi ce-president of the Buil ding
I ndustry Associ ati on of Phil adel phi a.

It's a trade associ ation of nostly
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residenti al devel opers wor ki ng

t hroughout Philly along with the

pr of essi onal s who provide themwth
the products and the services.

| want to thank Chairnman
Johnson and the rest of the Commttee
for allowing nme to provide testinony
today, especially Councilman Dri scol
for putting the spotlight on this
I ssue with Resolution No. 230533.

The Bl A enthusiastically endorses the
I dea of really extending the Broad
Street Subway Line into Northeast
Philly al ong the Roosevelt Boul evard,
and we appl aud Council man Driscol |

for this vision and his vision and
advocacy.

Nort heast Philly is one of the
nost underserved parts of the Gty in
regards to public transportation, and
the vast econom c benefits of this
extension will continue
Phi | adel phia's energence as a world
class city. The BIA are experts in

housi ng, and t he housi ng surroundi ng
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t he Roosevelt Boul evard is dense and
optimal to be served by rapid
transit.

In addition, there are many
struggling strip malls with nassive
parking |lots that can be devel oped
into higher density, m xed-incone --
a m xed-used residential and
commercial space if transit access
was i nproved. There are not many
nei ghbor hoods left in Philly where
one can devel op w t hout displ acenent,
so this could really create
tremendous opportunities to provide
Phi | adel phi ans t he wor kf orce housi ng
that they need adjacent to the
transit that they desire w thout
creating stress on nearby
nei ghbor hoods.

You know, the BIA for the | ast
15 years has urged Council to inprove
cityw de opportunities for transit-
ori ented devel opnent to naxi m ze the
amount of dense residential business,

and | do know that SEPTA has al ready
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been wor king on these TOD

| egi sl ations and | ei sure spaces

wi t hi n wal ki ng di stance of public
transportation. The Gty has nade
sone progress, but we have a | ong way
to go. And an extended Broad Street
Line into Northeast Philly could
real ly unl ock that potential and
create entire sustainable

nei ghbor hoods of pedestrians and
transit riders.

So the BlIA really supports
exploring this idea further and we
really thank the sponsor and all of
Council for allowing us to present
our thoughts and thank you for your
consi derati on.

THE CLERK: Next on this panel
we have Sarah Magi nnis.

M5. MAG NNI'S: Good
afternoon --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Sar ah,
pl ease --

M5. MAANNIS: Onh --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Go ahead,
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Sar ah.

M5. MAG NNI S: Thank you.
Good afternoon, Chairperson Johnson
and ot her menbers of the Commttee on
Transportation and Public Uilities.
Thank you for allow ng ne the
opportunity to speak with all of you
today. M nane is Sarah Maginnis,
Executive Director of NAIOP G eater
Phi | adel phia, and today | am
representing the Phil adel phia Real
Estate Alliance or PREA

PREA is a coalition of four
groups, NAIOP G eater Phil adel phia
representing devel opers, owners and
rel ated professionals in office,
i ndustrial and m xed-use real estate;
the Building Industry Association or
Bl A, the Building Owmers and Managers
Associ ati on or BOVA; and the General
Bui | di ng Contractors Associ ation or
GBCA. |I'mhere today to provide
remar ks regarding the potenti al
i npacts and benefits of an extension

of the existing Broad Street Subway
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Line into Northeast Phil adel phia and
Bucks County al ong Roosevel t
Boul evard.

The i dea of extending the
Broad Street Line to the Northeast
was first proposed nore than 100
years ago. In the century since, the
need for the project has only becone
nore pronounced. The G eater
Phi | adel phi a Chapter of NAICP
bel i eves that extending the Broad
Street Line into the Northeast and
beyond represents not just a crucial
i nvestnent into that part of the
Cty, but into our City as a whole.

It will have enornous positive
i npacts on job creation, economc
devel opnent, equity, safety,
sustainability and tourism The
project will provide fast and
reliable public transit to Northeast
Phi | adel phi a and Lower Bucks County,
sonet hing that those living in that
corridor need desperately. Northeast

Phi | adel phia as it stands right now

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




TRANSPORTATI ON AND PUBLI C UTI L. COW TTEE
10/ 11/ 2023

99

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

is relatively isolated. This project
wi || connect residents to job
opportunities that had previously
been i naccessi bl e or inconvenient.

Thi s added accessibility neans
that many workers who live in the
Nor t heast and Bucks County wll no
| onger have to shoul der the heavy
fi nanci al burden of car ownership.
Thi s easier access to the Northeast
al so creates an increased opportunity
for firms and businesses to |ocate
their operations on or near this
brand new state-of-the-art
infrastructure. In turn, this wll
bring nore people traveling into and
out of the Northeast and nore
custoners for | ocal businesses.

New housing will al so devel op
al ong the corridor, allowing us to
address our Cty's housing crisis.
Utimately, this project will have a
cascadi ng effect that will make it an
econom ¢ devel opnent engi ne for

decades to cone. Another benefit at
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the heart of this project is that of
equity. It is no secret that our
communi ties in Northeast Phil adel phia
are sone of our City's nost
underserved. Access to safe,
reliable and affordable public
transportation is crucial.

Public transit all ows
Phi | adel phi ans and subur ban nei ghbors
to get to work, visit their doctors,
go grocery shopping and patroni ze
smal | busi nesses across the Gty.
Wth this project, we are renoving
barriers that prevent far too many in
that comunity fromliving healthy
and prosperous lives. As
Phi | adel phia | ooks towards the future
and as we prepare for a new City
Council termand a new Mayor,
projects like this are crucial for
our success.

Currently, Philadelphiais
maki ng plans to host the 2026 Worl d
Cup and put our City on display to

the world. Projects like this wll

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



TRANSPORTATI ON AND PUBLI C UTI L. COW TTEE
10/ 11/ 2023

101

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

make Phil adel phia a nore accessible
Cty for international visitors,
al l owi ng our great and historic city
to host even nore top tier events and
live up to our status as the Cty of
First Cass. Businesses, small and
| arge, the devel opnent community and
count | ess Phil adel phians will all
benefit from an extension of the
Broad Street Line into the Northeast
and beyond.

Through a robust public and
private partnership, we can create a
resource that our conmunities need to
flourish and that our City needs to
progress into the future, thank you
again for the opportunity to testify
and |'d be happy to answer any
guesti ons.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You're
wel cone.

Any ot her questions or
comments from nmenbers of the
Comm ttee?

(No response.)
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Heari ng
none, thank you for your testinony.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
next panel .

THE CLERK: On the next panel
we have WII Carter.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: W1 l, can

you state --
MR. CARTER. Al right.
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: |' m doi ng

good. How are you?

MR. CARTER. Al right. Hold
on, Councilman. Let nme put on ny
readers. Hopefully, this is not
telling ny age here --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  That' s
all right.

MR. CARTER: So, Counci |l man,
good after -- good afternoon,

Chai rman Johnson and Counci | man
Driscoll and nenbers of the Commttee
on Transportation Public Utilities.
My nane is WlliamCarter. |'m Vice-
presi dent of Local Governnent

Advocacy at the Chamber of Commerce
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for Geater Philadel phia, and |
appreci ate being here to speak about
the inpact of extending the Roosevelt
Boul evard Li ne.

The Chanber believes that the
future success of our region relies
upon a growh strategy that builds a
better business climte, accelerates
economi ¢ conpetitiveness and
I ncreases econom ¢ concl usi on,
critical infrastructure investnents
t hat expand the use of nulti-nodal
nodes, hi ghways, bridges, transit
ports and inner-city passenger rail
and the International Airport are
necessary to accommobdate and
accel erate the region's devel opnent.

A post-COVI D PennDOT study on
i nvestnment in public transportation
gquantified the inportance of
i nvestnment in public transit and
passenger rail service, direct
expenditures to inprove
transportation infrastructure and

providing transit and rail services
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have a multiplier effect wthin
Pennsyl vani a' s econony. This
spendi ng generates additional inpacts
i n jobs throughout the supply chain
and when enpl oyee earnings are

reci rcul ated as househol d spendi ng.
On an annual basis, pre-COvIiD
econom ¢ i npacts from operating and
capital activity, to provide and

mai ntain public transit and passenger
rail service total $5.41 billion

wi t hi n Pennsyl vania's econony. This
activity supports nearly 39,000 jobs
with 2.75 billion in enpl oyee
conpensation within the state.

These jobs are a conbi nation
of direct enploynent by
transportation providers and indirect
j obs supported by this spending
according to the study. The econom c
I npact -- this econom c inpact |
shoul d say expands far outside of
just job creation and economc
activity. It provides enployers

greater access to workforce,
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I ncreases enpl oynent opportunities
for those living in our Gty and
regi on and accel erates our econom c
conpetitiveness.

A multi-nodal transportation
network al so provi des safe and
equi t abl e access to community
resources |ike health care,
education, public services and
recreational activities.
Additionally, there's an
envi ronnmental inpact fromreduction
of carbon em ssions, and individual
riding transit reduces the carbon
footprint by at | east 55 percent.

Roosevel t Boul evard is a mmjor
transportation corridor as we all
know wi t h upwards of 90, 000
commuters, it's been touched on
earlier. It touches nore than 20 of
t he nost di verse nei ghborhoods in our
Cty and hone to 1 in 3 Phil adel phi a
residents and connects us to
Interstate 76 and the nei ghboring

Bucks County. The Chanber has
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expl ored transportation investnent
opportunities in the past to include
t he Roosevelt Boul evard and issued a
set of strategic inprovenents through
our Connecting the Region anal ysis.
In this report, the
transformation of the 14-mle
corridor would be achi eved through
dedi cated | anes for rapid bus
servi ce, connecting Fern Rock
Transportation Center and W ssahi ckon
Transportation Center and buffered
bi ke | anes. Since then, the Gty
| aunched the Route for Change
initiative and was awarded $78
mllion in federal funding for
i nterventions al ong the Boul evard,
whi ch i nclude business access
transit, sinpler and safer
intersections and transit priority.
These i nprovenents w |
enhance SEPTA investnents such as
Boul evard direct bus service,
i nproved bus stops and the currently

under - constructi on W ssahi ckon
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Transportation Center. The Chanber
remains commtted to working with key
st akehol ders, including those on this
Comm ttee and at the state |evel,
both public and private to identify

I nvest nent opportunities that

I ncrease our region's economc
vitality, enhance our quality of

life.

Public transit investnents
hel p to achi eve these goals and we
appreciate your City Council's
commtnent to prioritizing and
i nvesting in inclusive growh and we
thank this Commttee and the sponsor
of this resolution, Council mn
Driscoll. And we |ook forward to
working with him Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you
very much, WII.

Any ot her questions or
comments from nmenbers of this
Comm ttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Ckay.
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Hearing none, is anyone el se here
whose nane has not been called to
testify on this panel ?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Wl I, at
this time we want to take a brief
pause to all ow nenbers who have
regi stered for public coment to join
us for our virtual neeting. W wll
now hear testinony fromthose who
have signed up for public conment.

I'"'mgoing to give the Tech
Team an opportunity to take a brief
pause so they can nake sure that
anyone that wants to participate in
the public coment section an
opportunity for themto get on this
heari ng.

(Brief recess.)

COUNCI LMAN J OHNSON: Thank
you very much. This is the Conmttee
on Transportation and Public
Uilities. At this time we're going
to have public comment. W wll ask

that you Iimt your conments between
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two to three mnutes. Three m nutes
Is the max as we have a significant
anount of people here to participate
in this public comment portion of the
heari ng.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
first person for public comment.

THE CLERK: First we have
M ngchu Pear| Huynh.

M5. HUYNH: Hello, hi. Dear
menber, the Chairman and the
Comm ttee. Hello?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes, you
can go ahead and begi n your
testimony. Just say your nane.

M5. HUYNH: My nane is M ngchu
Pear| Huynh.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Go ahead
and say your testinony.

M5. HUYNHL H . Thank you for
allowing ne the opportunity to speak
here. |1'mthe President of the North
Phi | adel phi a Chi nese Associ ation and
the people | serve is mainly |ocated,

the Chinese new inm grants nove into
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this area in the past 10 years and
| ocated in Oxford Circle, Mayfair
nei ghbor hood.

You know, the Chinese private
bus take the people down from New
York and when it stop, they stop at
Macy's at Rising Sun and Adam Avenue.
That's al ong the Boulevard. And this
two bus stop had create the
Chi nese -- has formed the Chinese
community in the Northeast, so you
can see transportation is very
inportant. In the past 10 years the
property in Northeast Philadel phia
al so doubled or tripled in Mayfair,
Lawncrest and Oxford Crcle.

However, we residents feel like
transportation could be nore
conveni ent and we are not connected
to the Center City.

And for the Chinese fol k who
have noved down here from New York
City, traveling to New York City with
a direct bus line seens to be nore

conveni ent than going into Center
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Gty or South Philly. Wth the
popul ati on growi ng fast, property
val ues increase. |f we have
conveni ent transportation such as a
new subway |ine on Roosevelt
Boul evard, it is an excellent
i nvestnent for Philadel phia. It wll
not only fill up the econony wthin
the Northeast, but would radiate
through our entire Cty. In
addition, it will make our Gty | ook
nore noderni zed. Look at mmjor
cities around the world and speed
train sign is very conmon. Thank
you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
very much for your testinony.

WIl the Cerk please call the
next person wth testinony.

THE CLERK: Next to speak we
have WI| Tung.

MR TUNG Hel --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Hel | o.
Are you there?

MR. TUNG Good afternoon.
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['"'mhere. |'mhere.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Good
afternoon, WIIl. | hear you, yes.

MR. TUNG Good afternoon and
thank you, M. Chair. M nane is
WIIl Tung. |I'ma father, a
Phi | adel phia resident and a transit
advocate with Fifth Square. | joined
the over 600 petition signers in
support of a subway for Roosevelt
Boulevard. I'ma lifelong transit
rider and |'ve seen firsthand the
benefits that public transportation
can provide.

It's a reliable and af fordabl e
way to get around and it helps to
reduce traffic congestion. A subway
on Roosevelt Boul evard would be a
great addition to our Gty, cutting
travel times and congestion not just
in Northeast Philly but throughout
all of Philadel phia. As a father,

"' mconcerned about the air quality
inour Cty. Cars are a mmjor source

of pollution and they contribute to
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climte change. A subway woul d hel p
to reduce air pollution and make our
City a nmuch healthier place to live.

I am al so a Phil adel phi a
resident and | care about the future
of our GCty. A new subway |ine would
be a major investnment in our City's
future. It would create jobs, boost
economni ¢ devel opnent and uplift
exi sting residents. As we see
younger generations being less likely
to own a car, ny daughter for
I nstance says she never wants a
driver's license. Northeast Philly
desperately needs better transit
options to remain a vibrant and
rel evant place to |ive.

As the over 600 petition
signers and the attendees at three
open house neetings can attest, there
I's Wi despread support for this
proposal anong Philly residents. In
| ooking at transit alternatives for
the Boul evard, it's clear that a

subway is the best option allow ng a
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one-fee ride to Center City and
providing a ride that won't get stuck
intraffic. | urge all of our
el ected officials to support a subway
on Roosevelt Boulevard and it's a
wi se investnment in our Gty's future.
Thank you so nuch for your tine.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
very much for your testinony.

WIl the Oerk please call the
next person for public testinony.

THE CLERK: Next we have
Al essa Mary Abruzzo.

M5. ABRUZZO H . M nane is
Al essa Abruzzo and | lived in
Nort heast Phil adel phia nmy entire
life. I'mthe third generation of ny
famly to live here and the second to
live only a few bl ocks from Roosevelt
Boul evard. Traveling into and out of
the Northeast is an arduous process.
In mddle and high school, ny commute
t ook over an hour and required two
transfers. 1In college, it often took

an hour-and-a-half for ne to commute

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



TRANSPORTATI ON AND PUBLI C UTI L. COW TTEE
10/ 11/ 2023

115

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

to Tenple University, a comrute which
often required crossing 12 | anes of
Boul evard traffic before taking a bus
and two rail lines. The fact that it
took so long to reach a | ocation that
is only 30 mnutes away by car is
ridiculous, but this is standard for
public transit to and fromthe
Nor t heast .

As an adult, | don't drive due
to disability. This neans that |
rely on public transit for
everything, from nedi cal appointnents
to seeing ny friends who live in
other parts of the Cty. | take the
sanme long route that | used to use
for school. Crossing the Boul evard
in one light is inpossible thanks to
nmy nobility issues, and | have to
wat ch nmy bus pass ne while stuck on
t he nedi an.

| jokingly refer to crossing
t he Boul evard as human frogger
because of how dangerous it can be.

There are events that | skip because
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| don't feel well enough to cross 12
| anes of traffic wth a crutch, only
to take three different nodes of
public transit to reach a destination
for maybe an hour. This is an

i sol ating choice, especially for a

di sabl ed person. And being stuck at
honme due to i nadequate public transit
is frustrating.

The Boul evard extensi on woul d
make public transit into and out of
the Northeast faster and nore
accessible for sone of our nost
vul nerabl e residents, including
students and those living wth a
disability. The extension wll
connect the Northeast to the rest of
Phi | adel phia, helping to alleviate
the isolation this area experiences.
It wwll also inprove educationa
equality, enabling students to choose
their schools based on curricul um
rat her than bus routes. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you

very much for your testinony.
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WIl the Cerk please call the
next person for public comment
testi nony.

THE CLERK: Next to speak we
have Abigail Thonas.

M5. THOMAS: Hello. M nane
Is Abigail Thomas. Thank you to the
Counci | renbers and their respective
staff for the opportunity to speak
today about the possibility of a
Roosevelt Boul evard Subway. |'malso
grateful to the others on this cal
who are also submtting their public
comments. M nane is Abigail Thomas
and | am 21 years old and | have
lived here ny whole life. M famly
has also lived here for a long tine.
My parents are inmm grants who deci ded
to raise their famly here.

| have found it to be one of
the nost diverse places in the Cty
when it cones to different
ethnicities and different
denogr aphi cs of people with different

life experiences. |If you live in the

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




TRANSPORTATI ON AND PUBLI C UTI L. COW TTEE
10/ 11/ 2023

118

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Far Northeast, you know how hard it
can be to use -- it can be to use
public transportation to and back to
the Gty. 1In high school and coll ege
| found it frustrating that |I would
have to take nore than one train or
SO just to get to class.

| know for a fact high school
students in Northeast Philly need to
wake up nmuch earlier than their other
peers who had easy access to BSL
stops near them It sounds silly to
sonme, but for growi ng teenagers to
wake up as early as 5:30 or 6:00 a.m
to catch two buses to receive a high
school education can inpact their
health long term This is
particularly unfair to public high
school students who cannot afford to
go to the Catholic high schools in
the area who decided to go to public
school in the Cty instead.

Wen | went to CCP, | al so
woke up earlier than a |lot of ny

peers who |ived near the BSL because
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the main canpus offered an honors
program | want to be clear, support
for the Boul evard Subway is not only
because of ny experiences as a Phila
SD or CCP student. As an urban and
envi ronnmental planning major, | want
the Northeast to no | onger feel
separate fromthe rest of the Cty.

Asi de fromthe obvious
benefits of decongesting roads and
pronoting the use of public
transportati on so we can fund
projects like this all the nore, but
| also care about a nore sustainable
future. Even with nore energy-
efficient cars, a frequent line from
the Northeast to the City can create
a way for the Gty to al so engage
with us socially, economcally and
culturally pronoting growth in ways
that can be hel pful for us.

For sonme, we know that safety
is a concern. | also ask that ny
support for the subway al so be taken

in consideration for the right
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funding to be secured so that riders
can also feel that it is safe and
clean. Part of the appeal for riders
Is knowng that it will be safe for
all of us. | have felt particularly
passi onate about this project for
years since | was in high school.

It would be amazing for ny
part of the City to feel seen and
heard in this way, as we often feel
di sconnected but not just because of
politics, especially a Roosevelt
Boul evard Subway that way can bridge
that gap. Thank you so much for your
tinme.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
very much for your testinony.

WIl the Cerk please call the
next person wth testinony.

THE CLERK: Next we have John
Mahl man.

MR. MAHLMAN. Hi, everyone,
and thank you for taking the tinme to
di scuss this inportant topic and

thank you for allow ng testinony from
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the public. M nane is John Mahl man.
I Iitve at Wnchester and the
Boul evard. [|'ve lived here now for
about 11 years, but | ama lifelong
Phi | adel phia resident. | was
previously a daily 14 and Mar ket -
Frankford Line rider for work until |
switched jobs in 2018. It used to
take nme about an hour or so to get
fromny door to ny office at 13th and
Pine on a good weekday. Now, if
there was a problemon the Boul evard,
whi ch there often was, that tine
could be up to two hours just to go
downt own.

Nort heast Phil adel phia is
often ignored, but with over 150,000
peopl e here living in the Far
Nort heast and |I'mincluding zip codes
19114, 115, 116, 136, 152 nd 154,
these are citizens -- these are
150, 000 Phi |l adel phia citizens that do
not have access to transit, that is
reliant on one of the nobst dangerous

and poorly planned road corridors in
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the United States.

Every day when | took the bus,
| had to cross the Boul evard and hope
| would make it across in one |ight
or make it across at all, as cars
woul d often ignore |ights or posted
signs. | really like living in the
Northeast. | have a lawn. | have a
garage. W have excellent food up
here as everybody has commented. W
have excell ent parks. W have a | ot
to offer and yet people still scoff
at living up here or traveling up
here just because it is so far
separated fromthe rest of the City
unl ess you dri ve.

| often hear friends of mne
say that we mght as well live in a
separate state it is so far
di sconnected. A subway up the
Boul evard could hel p alleviate that
separation and bring nore people in
to experience what we have to offer
up here. 1t can also help the

i nverse, giving 150, 000-pl us
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Phi | adel phia residents safe, direct
access to the rest of the CGty. MW
partner and | get food or drinks or
often go down to Center City for food
or drinks or Fishtown or South Philly
and we resort to driving because it
takes so long to get down there

ot herw se.

It sometimes limts where we
can go or how |l ong we can stay out
for because | don't want to drink and
drive. | also don't want to sit in
traffic for 40 or 50 mnutes. This
woul d be a win for over 150, 000
Phi | adel phia residents, and it'll be
a wn for the thousands of busi nesses
inthe Cty if something like the
Phila -- |like the Roosevelt Boul evard
Subway were to happen. Thank you
very much.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
very much for your testinony.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Next we have

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




TRANSPORTATI ON AND PUBLI C UTI L. COW TTEE
10/ 11/ 2023

124

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

Ant hony Mari ani .

MR MARIANI: Hello. Can you
hear nme?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes, we
hear you.

MR MARIANI: Okay. Hi, I'm
Ant hony Mariani. | live in the Cty.
| take the subway every day and |I'm
here to speak in support of the
Roosevel t Boul evard Subway project.
It's the nost inpactful mass transit
project in the United States if it
could be built. Construction of a
heavy rail extension of the Broad
Street Line down Roosevelt Boul evard
woul d be positively transformational
for the Gity, for our econony, for
our people, for our environnent.

| understand the concerns
peopl e have about SEPTA. | take it
every day. The problens that SEPTA
has are the problens Phil adel phi a
has, underinvestnent, inequality, the
privileging of private profit over

public good. The Roosevelt Boul evard
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subway woul d be a giant strike back
against this inequality and
underinvestnment. W could have a
city of on-time trains instead of car
accidents, a bright future instead of
a dimone, clean air instead of dirty
air, safe streets instead of some of
the nost dangerous in the world, a
city for the working class instead of
just the well-off, thousands of good
uni on j obs.

| urge you as City
Counci | renbers to dedi cate yoursel ves
to see this Roosevelt Boul evard
Subway project conpleted for our
econony and for our environnent, for
our CGity. W can have a Gty of
Brotherly Love instead of traffic
jams.  Thanks.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
very much.

WIlIl the Cerk please call the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Next to testify we

have Jacob Coat es.
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MR COATES: H. M nane is
Jacob Coates. | lived in the
Nort heast for about several years,
and |'msure nmy experience is simlar
to so many others. It's been said
before on here that it really is just
a feeling of disconnection fromthe
City. You're underserved, your
options to get into Center City or if
you want to, you know, take your life
i n your hands goi ng down the
Boul evard or wait an hour for
regional rail, you just feel pretty
stranded. And adding this subway
i ne giving people the option woul d
be |ife-changing for so many, not
just for going to and from busi nesses
but al so just jobs and general
quality of life.

Phi | adel phia is a proud city
and | think public transit is
sonething that a city should be proud
of. And | really would | ove to see
this go through and gi ve us anot her

win for the City. Thank you so much.
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
very nuch.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Next to testify we
have Betty Hackney.

M5. HACKNEY: H . M nane is
Betty Hackney. |'ve spent nore than
30 years calling Northeast Philly ny
home. And having |ived there and

many of ny friends and famly are

still living there, |I've always had
a-- I"'mproud to be fromthe area.
There is truly nothing like it. It

iIs the epitone of a nelting pot,
representing nore than a dozen
nationalities and ethnicities.

The Northeast is a truly
uni que entity. So nuch so that
prof essionally as an architecture and
ur ban design professor, | take ny own
desi gn students to the Northeast and
have t hem engage with the area. And
no matter how many groups |'ve taken

to the area, and at this point it's
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over 30 students, | always hear the
same comment, are we still in
Phi | adel phia, why did | never know
about this part of the Cty, why is
it so hard to get here. This place
Is great, which goes to the core
issue in why we're all here, right.
This lack of accessibility that's
caused our | ack of public access and
transport.

The Northeast is effectively
cut off fromthe rest of
Phi | adel phi a, nmaking car ownership a
necessity. Statistics have told us
I n nost major netropolitan areas cars
are not the answer nor ideal. Wile
we do have very limted SEPTA access,
the frequency and routes are
I nadequate to say the least. This
| eaves peopl e stranded and | acki ng
any sort of formal connection with
Center City. It is literally a chore
to figure out how many connecti ons
one woul d have to take and how | ong

it would have to take to get to other
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parts of the Gty if you don't have a
car.

As a result, the area is
sinply being left behind in
devel opnment and there's no better way
of saying it, but |I find that to be a
crinme. This area which is hone to so
many, and as we all can agree the
best food in the Cty, has so much to
of fer and is being disregarded sinply
because people can't get here. It's
with that in mnd and know ng how
much the area could benefit fromthis
connector, | full-heartedly support
t he Roosevelt Boul evard Subway
expansi on.

Sone critics wll cone out and
say it's unnecessary, we already have
SEPTA bus routes and it m ght even
bring undesirables to the area. To
that | say no, it will in fact nake
t he Boul evard an engagi ng pi ece of
publ i ¢ design, nmuch safer, no nore
hoppi ng and hopi ng you don't get hit

by a car. It can bring jobs to the
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area. And above all else, it wll
unite the Northeast with the rest of
this absolutely amazing City that I'm
proud to call ny hone.

I no | onger want Nort heast
Philly to be the best kept secret in
Phi | adel phia. [It's tine everyone
el se found out and we can do that by
expandi ng our public transit and
bui | di ng the Roosevelt Boul evard
subway connector. Thank you so nuch
for your tinme.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you
very much for your testinony.

WIl the Cerk please call the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Next to testify we
have Hasan Tal oul i .

MR. TALOULI: Hello. M nane
Is Hasan Tal ouli and thank you for
giving nme the opportunity to conment
on the Broad Street Line proposal.
I"'ma lifelong resident of Northeast
Phi | adel phia in the Torresdal e area.

And as a result, I'mvery well -
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acquainted wwth [-95 and the

Boul evard. As a child, | went to
school near Northeast Phil adel phia
region as well as North Phil adel phia.

G ven that only public transit
option to get to school would be for
my siblings and | to take a nearly
two-hour transit ride each way, the
only viable option for us was for our
parents to drive us to school. This
resulted in our parents having to
bear the soul-crushing traffic of
| -95 each norning to get us to
school, then to go back to work and
finally scranbling to pick us up at
the end of the day just barely in
tine.

Then as a young adult | went
to school at Drexel University, which
again the only feasible option was to
drive to school. And now that's
not hing to say of the headache of
getting to work once | graduated from
Drexel University. Northeast

Phi | adel phi a has al ways felt
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di sconnected fromthe rest of the
Cty and getting anywhere is always a
hassl e unl ess you're ready to put up
with an hour of traffic at |east.

G ven that Nort heast
Phi | adel phia is such a huge part of
the Gty of Philadel phia, this is
(i naudi bl e). The proposed Broad

Street Line extension will renedy
many of these problens. It wll nake
Phi | adel phi a nore connected. It wll

sinplify commutes of thousands of
Nor t heast Phil adel phians to a single
train ride. And of course, it wll
greatly reduce traffic congestion
along 1-95 and the Boul evard as
peopl e are no |longer forced to drive
to other parts of the Cty.

| urge the Gty of
Phi | adel phia to go forward with the
Broad Street Line extension. For
decades Phil adel phia and its
i nfrastructure have stagnated and
even decayed. Philadel phia is one of

Anerica's greatest cities, and in ny
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opinion its greatest, and has so much
potential to grow and inprove its
citizens lives. W should not take
hal f steps when it cones to this. W
should go with what is clearly the
best option, a full extension of the
Broad Street Line Subway. The people
of Phil adel phi a deserve no | ess.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you
for your testinony.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
next person wth their testinony.

THE CLERK: Next we have Janes
Dougherty.

MR, DOUGHERTY: Hello? Hello?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes,
go -- begin your testinony.

MR, DOUGHERTY: Yes. M nane
Is James Dougherty. [I'ma lifelong
resi dent of Northeast Phil adel phi a.
| grew up and went to school and went
to college. |'ve heard other
peopl e's testinonies. And like

everybody, nobody knows where the
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Northeast is. | have friends who are
from Mount Airy who ask where's the
Northeast. And | believe having this
will help bring other people into the
Nort heast and ot her parts of the

ar ea.

SEPTA, you know, it takes ne
an hour-and-a-half to get fromhere
and there. | take two or three buses
just to get to work and I work in
Center City. You know, it's going to
bring 10,000 jobs and al so bring
ot her people fromother areas into
Phi | adel phia. So | support this to
bring nore people into the Northeast
and |l et them know what the Northeast
is actually about. There's so nany
good pl aces, diners, restaurants,
bars, shopping centers.

And students have to commute.
If you live in the Northeast, it
woul d take us an hour-and-a-half or
an hour fromthe El to this bus, to
that bus. This is why |'murging the

| egi slative to pl ease pass this on
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maki ng this happen in the Cty, and
not just for the Gty, for the
citizens of Philadel phia and for the
peopl e who are going to be working on
this project. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Mason Carter.

MR CARTER. H . M nane is
Mason Carter and | am a resident of
Mount Airy, and |'m soneone who
really tries to take advantage of the
Nort heast because | think it's really
uni que and has such a beauti ful
i nternational scene there. And you
know, that's kind of the thing about
building this. [It's sonething that |
truly think is very daunting now, but
it's sonething that honestly people
are going to thank all of us for
com ng together to try to get the
Roosevel t Boul evard Subway built in

t he future.
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And it's only going to get
nore expensive to build it, not |ess.
It's not going to get any easier.

You know, this infrastructure bill
has a very tight w ndow for taking
advantage of it. And | also think
that it's a lot of noney, but it's
very smart noney, not dunb noney,
very smart. And honestly, it needs
to be built the right way. So |
think that when it cones to it while
a subway is nore expensive, it really
needs to integrate with the Broad
Street Line and becone truly

sonet hing that people will use, not
just within the Cty but people that
visit.

And to the point that | think
that the return on investnent on this
will just be -- we're not even going
to care about how nuch, you know, how
big the cost was. So | think that
honestly it's sonething that shoul d
be done expediently, collaboratively

and sonething that the Cty really
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needs to take a lead on. And it
woul d be really good for the noral e
of the City, which really needs it.
So thank you very much for |istening
to all of us today.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you
for your testinony.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
next person for public testinony.

THE CLERK: Chris G|l espie.

MR. G LLESPIE: H . Thanks to
the Chairman and to all nenbers of
Cty Council. | appreciate you
considering this resolution. |'m
here to speak in support of it. M
nane is Chris Gllespie and I |ove
Philly. As I'msure every |over of
Phi | adel phia can attest, it can take
a lot of effort to get sonething done
here and that's why | wanted to speak
t oday.

I want to applaud the Cty
Counci | menbers for taking the mantle
of | eadership on this inportant

project. | think for too long Philly
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has been a city that's desperately
underserved by our transportation

i nfrastructure. Huge parts of our
Cty, not just Northeast, are

di sconnected from one another due to
decades of underinvestnent, a |ack of
cl ear vision and fiscal negligence on
the part of our regional and state
partners. But worse, we rely too
much on driving. |t causes other
probl ens.

We have unnecessary car trips
that are poisoning our air that our
kids breathe. It litters our streets
with bodies of victins of traffic
vi ol ence and it causes the very
congestion and parki ng probl ens that
frustrate so nmany of our nei ghbors
who have to drive to get to work and
do their day-to-day things. The
proposed resolution is only the
begi nning of a solution to these
problens, but | think it's a ngjor
comm tnent to changi ng what's w ong

with the way we plan for and design
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our Cty.

["mcalling on you guys, the
menbers of this Commttee and on City
Council to enbrace not just this
proposed subway and, yes, subway not
light rail, but a broader vision of
how we can nove oursel ves better.

And that neans taking transportation
system design seriously in fixing the
City's problens with the
proliferation of vetoes that all too
often stop progress in its track.

That neans enbraci ng the SEPTA
Bus Revol ution. That neans thinking
beyond Nort heast and consi dering
transportation corridors to other
underserved parts of the Cty, in
West, Sout hwest and Northwest Philly,
and that neans building a real and
conpr ehensi ve network for bikes,
scooters, other new kinds of electric
mcro-nobility options, those
one-wheel things that people fly
around on. These are exciting new

t echnol ogi es that can revol utionize
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the way we nove around the Cty, but
they can't exist safely al ongside
cars.

So thank you for your
| eadership on this resolution. |I'm
thrilled that we've gotten this far
and | urge you to continue on the
pat h of enbracing positive change for
everyone in our great Cty. Thank
you very much.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
next person with public testinony.

THE CLERK: Next we have
Sanuel Chuna.

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT:  Sarnuel
Chuna i s not avail abl e.

THE CLERK: Thank you. So
t hen next we have Ted Zellers.

MR, ZELLERS: Hello. M nane
Is Ted Zellers. | live in North
Square in North Philly with ny
fiancée. Like a third of

Phi | adel phi ans, we don't own a car
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and we strongly support the Roosevelt
Boul evard Subway plan. W're really
excited about it. W don't own a car
because |i ke a |ot of other fol ks we
like to save noney. We like to try
to stay healthy and have an active
lifestyle, and we're also both deeply
concerned about climte change.

' m sure everybody has seen
sone news about the migration crisis
that's happening right nowin the
Anmericas and al so the one in Europe,
bot h of which have been unfol ding for
years. Cimate change is one of the
factors that's driving people to have
to leave their traditional hones.

And anong all the other negative
aspects of climte change, this seens
like a really big one as well as

fl oodi ng was nentioned in Eastw ck
and East Falls and Manayunk and heat -
rel ated deaths in North Philly.

And it's hard to think of a
proj ect that woul d have a bigger

inmpact in terns of climte change
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t han taki ng about 100, 000 car trips
off the road every single day, so
we're really excited about this
project. Thank you.
COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You're
wel conme. Thank you for your
testi nony.
WIIl the Cerk please call the
next person with public testinony.
THE CLERK: Next we have Tahir
Fari d.
MR. FARID: Hello. Good
afternoon. This is Tahir Farid.
First of all, thank you so much for
giving ne the chance. | would like
to bring the idea of popul ation
density based on census data we're
having. The area in the Northeast,
t he Near Northeast and the Far
Nort heast is very diverse, and this
project will solve many major issues
i n Phil adel phia |ike poverty,
unenpl oynent and housing in the area.
| would like to thank Jay and

Joe Coccio for bringing the idea of
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alternative plans |ike an el evated
light rail that cost a lot less. And
the best exanple we're having is
actually a Brightline in Florida
whi ch costs 55 mllion a mle. These
are actually supported by a | ot of
ot her data and exi sting
i nfrastructure on Northeast as well.
W see that it passes through Sandy
Run, Tacony Creek and Penny Park
Creek as well. There is al so many
bri dges supporting building the
el evated light rail

In other connections, it wll
connect not just riders, it wll
connect workforce, businesses as well
as the fourth busiest airport in the
Northeast as well. | would like to
have a consideration that Hunting
Park being a part of the project, and
this is also not just transit
equities. It's transit equity as
well as health equity. It will match
al so other projects |like Vision Zero

2025 and Phi | adel phia 2035. Thank
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you so nuch

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you
for your testinony.

WIl the Oerk please call the
next person for public testinony.

THE CLERK: Next we have
Caneron Pursel .

MR. PURSEL: Good afternoon,
Council. Thank you for the
opportunity to provide public comrent
on this issue. M nane is Cam
Pursel, and | want to voice ny strong
support for the Roosevelt Boul evard
Subway extension. I've lived in
Philly for seven years now and take
the Broad Street Line at |east three
tinmes a week.

Qur City stands at a
crossroads and this project
represents a pivotal step towards a
nore sustai nable, efficient and
accessible future. | urge you to
consider the follow ng points:

First, congestion on our roads has

reached a breaking point. The
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Roosevelt Boul evard is enbl ematic of
this issue with its daily gridlock
| eading to hours of wasted tine,
I ncreased em ssions and frustrated
commuters. A subway |line would
reduce traffic congestion and inprove
air quality which directly benefits
our environnment and public health.
Accessibility is another
critical factor. The subway woul d
open doors for those who are
currently underserved by public
transportation. Many residents in
outlying areas struggle to access job
opportunities, educational
institutions and heal thcare
facilities due to limted
transportation options. Building the
Roosevel t Boul evard Subway woul d
bri ng econom c and social equity to
the area, granting nore people the
chance to thrive in our great Cty.
Saf ety concerns cannot be
i gnored either. Accidents on the

Boul evard are far too common often
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I nvol vi ng pedestrians, cyclists and
drivers. A subway woul d reduce these
risks and create a safer environnent
for everyone, especially our nost

vul nerable citizens. Lastly,
sustainability is a paranount
consideration. W live in an age
where environnmental responsibility is
no | onger optional. A subway system
power ed by cl ean energy sources
aligns with our coomitnent to reduce
greenhouse gas em ssi ons and conbat
climate change in the Gty of
Brotherly Love.

The Roosevelt Boul evard Subway
project is an opportunity to
transformour City for the better.

It addresses issues of congestion,
accessibility and safety while
pronoting a nore sustainable future.

| urge Council to support this
expansi on of public transit and ask
you to dedicate your tine to ensuring
this project happens by directing
SEPTA to source funding for planning
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and engi neering for this project.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you
very nmuch for your testinony.

WIl the Cerk please call the
next person with public conment.

THE CLERK: Next we have
Sebasti en Har di nger.

MR. HARDINGER. Hi . M nane
Is Sebastien Hardinger. |'murging
Council to support the Roosevelt
Boul evard Subway. O her peopl e have
tal ked about its benefits. | also
want to tal k about how it makes
Phi | adel phia | ook conpared to the
rest of the country. There is a fair
anount of transit expansi on around
the country. Oher cities are doing
stuff.

LA's got the Purple Line
Ext ensi on. New York's got the Second
Avenue Subway. Boston's got the
Green Line Extension. DC s get the
Silver Line Extension. Chicago' s got

t he Red Li ne Extension. Even
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Baltinore is | ooking at the new
Redl i ne Subway, so | don't think that
Phi | adel phia really can afford to
m ss out, especially with the
increase in transit noney fromthe
Bi den Adm ni stration and from havi ng
soneone who's fromthe region in the
Wi te House as well right now

| think this is just a really
crucial opportunity and | don't think
we can |let this opportunity get
m ssed, as so nmany ot her
opportunities to build the Roosevelt
Boul evard subway has been m ssed in
the past. Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
for your testinony.

WIl the Cerk please call the
next person with public testinony.

THE CLERK: Next we have
Robert Pol | ock.

MR. POLLOCK: H . Yes, hello.
My nane is Robert Pollock. | live in
t he Roxbor ough section of

Phi | adel phia. As soneone who drives
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t he Roosevelt Boul evard corri dor
daily, the problens are extrenely
apparent. As nentioned, it's one of
t he nost dangerous roadways in the
Cty, if not the country. A heavy
rail and bl ended streets option wll
benefit our region financially,

I nprove the health and safety of the
people living along the corridor and
all ow for renewed devel opnment in our
City. The cost nmay be high, but the
cost of interaction is higher. Thank
you very nmuch for your tine.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you
very nmuch for your testinony.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
next person for public testinony.

THE CLERK: Next we have John
Ni chol s.

MR NCHOLS: H . Yes. Can
you hear me? My name is John Nichols
and | amcalling to voice ny support
for the Broad Street Subway extension
or the Broad Street Line Subway

ext ensi on al ong Roosevelt Boul evard.
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| commute regularly from South Philly
to Lanbertville. And every day |
stare at all the cars sitting in
traffic not noving as they approach
Center Gty.

W are a city that is
(i naudi bl e) potential. And if we
want to see our City reach this
potential, we need to start thinking
like the big city we really are.
Bui | di ng the Roosevelt Boul evard
Subway woul d open the Cty to well
over 100, 000 people. It would
provi de them both jobs for
construction and operation of the
line. It would also allow for
i ncreased access to jobs.
Furt her nore because of the reduced
traffic, noney will be saved not only
by reduci ng the wear and tear on
roads, but also the wear and tear on
residents' cars.

It will help with traffic but
al so help to inprove safety along the

corridor and inprove the driving
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conditions of those who still nust
drive regardless. The economc
benefits of this project would ripple
t hroughout our region. The commute
times fromthe Northeast and al ong
the 1-95 corridor would be reduced.
Access and ability to participate in
events throughout the Gty will be
i ncreased. Carbon footprints, air
pol lution fromparticul ates from
brake pads and tires would -- and
tire wear and tear would be reduced
and its noise wll be reduced.
There's a nyriad of reasons why we
need to support this project as well
as ot her expansi ons of SEPTA so that
we as a City are no | onger choked by
cars and any pollution they create.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
very nmuch for your testinony.

WIlIl the Cerk please call the
next person with public testinony.

THE CLERK: Next we have Jacob

Pritchett.
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MR. PRI TCHETT: Good
afternoon, nenbers of the Comm tt ee.
My nane is Jacob Pritchett. As a
Phi | adel phia resident w thout a car,
my wfe, ny son and | rely on SEPTA
to navigate our Cty. The proposed
Roosevel t Boul evard Subway extension
of the Broad Street Subway just isn't
another transit line. [It's also
means to uplift our comunity. This
subway will bridge the stark
di sparities in transit access across
raci al and soci oeconom c |ines
offering equitable transit to all
Phi | adel phi ans.

For people who frequently
commute, the potential to nearly half
journey times is |life-changing.
Safety will see substanti al
I nprovenents with this initiative.
Public transit is as nuch as 10 tines
safer than driving, and Roosevelt
Boul evard i s considered by many the
nost dangerous road in Phil adel phi a.

Phi | adel phia's responsibility to the
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envi ronnent cannot be ignored. The
subway chanpi ons greener
transportation, reduced en ssions and
pronoting better air quality.

Additionally, it's nore than
infrastructure. |It's an economc
catal yst. The potential for transit-
oriented growt h neans | ocal
busi nesses thrive and new j obs
energe. A 2003 study's findings are
conpelling, a potential of over
124,000 daily riders and a
significant reduction in car trips.
Thi s subway neans a nore
I nt er connect ed Phi | adel phia and a
boost to our econony.

As a Phil adel phi a resi dent
dedicated to our Gty's progress, |
passi onately endorse the Roosevelt
Boul evard Subway. |[It's a nove
towards a stronger and nore
sust ai nabl e Phi | adel phia. | hope the
Commttee grasps its transformative
potential and support. Thanks for

heari ng ny perspective.
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COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
for your testinony.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
next person with public testinony.

THE CLERK: Next for public
conment we have Zach Howe.

MR. HONE: Hi. Thank you so
much. My nane is Zach Howe. |'ma
resi dent of South Phil adel phia. |1've
lived in the Gty for seven years. |
don't have a car. M car was total ed
recently while parked on the street.
And I'mtrying out what it's like to
live in the Gty without a car so |
take transit regularly. And |'ve
never lived in the Northeast.

And, you know, sitting on this
call hearing all this testinony about
how great the Northeast is, |'mjust
li ke, wow, | want to go get sone of
that food, man. So |I'mreally
excited about this and | just want to
say that a new subway that can serve
all of these people and bring all

these people to the Northeast is al so
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good for drivers. You know, all this
tal k about the congestion and stuff,
like I don't think that we -- 1 think
t hat people besides transit advocates
can be sold on a project that is
going to make driving for people who
do choose or need to continue to
drive safer and nore enjoyable as
wel | .

And | also just want to say
that as far as the cost goes, you
know, I"'mnot a transit advocate, |I'm
not a professional in this field in
any way, but | do renmenber hearing
that the proposed extension of the
Norri stown H gh Speed Line to King of
Prussia, you know, | was really
struck by nunbers readi ng about that
a few years ago. That was going to
cost $3 billion projected and serve
10,000 daily commuters, you know.

And that doesn't sound |ike such a
great ratio to ne.

And, you know, | was quickly

| ooking at the nunbers for this
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project and the projected daily
ridership is 10 tines that. And so,
if the cost is anywhere close to $3
billion, you know what | nean, |ike
we were ready to do sonething |ike a
big transit project like that to
serve the suburbs, | really think
that it's not too nuch to ask for the
City toturn its attention to serving
the residents of the City in the sane
way. So thank you so nuch for the
opportunity to testify and for
everyone's continued work on this
project. Have a great day.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
for your testinony.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Next to speak we
have Davi d Wl ker.

MR WALKER: Good afternoon,
everybody. 1'd like to thank you al
for listening to our coments, and
especially nmy Council Representative

M. Khan. A |lot of people have nade
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very good cases for why we need rapid
transit to the Northeast. | live in
East Falls but have had many friends
in high school in the Northeast, and
had to find ways to visit them back
in the "80s on transit. W got
around but it took a long tine as
ot hers have attested.

The case for why we need the
transit is good. | want to nake a
very specific nore technical case to
why it should be a subway, either cut
and cover or just trenched in. In
the long run while it would cost nore
to build, total conpatibility with
the Broad Street Subway's existing
equi pnrent and ri ght-of -way woul d
allow trips all the way fromthe edge
of the Gty down to the Stadi um
District, I'mnot saying every day,
but i magi ne just being able to do
that as a one-trip stop and what that
woul d do for our econony and for
peopl e on speci al occasi ons.

What about running the
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extension that was designed to go up
Henry Avenue and eventual ly creating
a radial route around the outside so
peopl e could hop fromthe Northeast
to the Northwest wthout traveling
through Center City. Wile the costs
are greater to do the subway as is
bei ng proposed, |ong-termreduction
of types of equipnment, conpatibility
wi th nost of the existing network,
boy, it would be a dreamif we got
the Market Street El off of the
Pennsyl vani a gauge so we could run
standard gate cars on everything.

As soneone nentioned nulti-use
hi gh density devel opnent al ong the
route could be a boomto the Gty. A
Mar ket Street -- |I'msorry, a Broad
Street style subway up and down Route
1 woul d al so just increase the
ability of people within the
Nort heast itself to nove between the
Far Northeast and the Near Northeast,
providing job and entertai nnent

opportunities.
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So for conpatibility and
future extensions, | would like to
argue for using the Broad Street
styl e subway equi prent and
st andardi zati on across the system
Thank you. 'l yield ny tine.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
for your testinony.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Next we have Arta
Seyedi an.

MR. SEYEDI AN: Hello. Good
afternoon. My nane is Arta Seyedi an.
I live in West Philly and | noved to
Philly about a year-and-a-half ago.

Li ke one of the previous callers,
|'ve never actually even been to

Nort heast Philly but, you know,
hearing the glowng things that |'ve
heard everyone else say it's really
encour agi ng nme, maeking ne want to go.

So while | mght be a
relatively recent transplant, | |ove

this Gty and | specifically chose
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Phi | adel phia to live in because of
its history, its culture and because
dependi ng on who you are and where
you live, you don't need a car to get
around nost parts, and it's one of
the fewcities in this country that
iIs like this. And | amhere to voice
nmy absol ute and unwavering support
for the full conpletion of the
Roosevel t Boul evard Subway.

| just want everyone to
consider first the fact that the
Roosevel t Boul evard Subway was
initially conceived in 1913, so that
is two Wrld Wars, the start and
col | apse of the Soviet Union, and yet
the need for this infrastructure has
only intensified. Like many before
me have said, the Boul evard serves
half a mllion Northeast Phil adel phia
residents, but there are no viable
public transit options that don't
rely on sharing the road with other
vehicles. The urgency for this

subway can't be overstated.
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It's not about efficient --
it's not just about efficient
transportation. |It's also about
saving the lives of pedestrians and
commuters. The Boul evard is one of
t he nost dangerous traffic corridors
in the country and we have | ost so
many, needl essly |lost so many lives
to traffic accidents and car-based
infrastructure. And just so we are
clear, when | tal k about realizing
the vision of the Roosevelt Boul evard
Subway, | am specifically advocating
for a heavy rail alternative, fully
el ectrified subway cars.

W need a robust dedicated
transit solution that serves the
residents of Phil adel phia effectively
and efficiently. W need a solution
t hat has capacity and doesn't get
clogged up in traffic. W want a
heavy rail systemthat will truly
address the needs of our comrunity
and unl ock the potential of the

Roosevel t Boul evard. In the brief
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time |'ve been here, |'ve cone to
appreciate the Gty, like | said the
culture and the history. There's no
other city in Arerica |I'd rather live
i n.

And | believe that a faster,
safer and nore efficient transit
system | i ke the proposed subway
aligns with the vision of a
progressi ve Phil adel phia that caters
to its residents, supports growth and
ensures safety. | would like to end
on this: 100 years ago mass transit
was viewed as the way of the future.
Today let's honor the potential of
this great City and insist on the
heavy rail vision for the Roosevelt
Boul evard Subway. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you
for testinony.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Next we have
Caneron O G ady.

MR. O GRADY: Hi. Can you
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hear nme?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes.

MR. O GRADY: Al right. Good
afternoon, City Council. M nanme is
Caneron O G ady and |'m here to ask
for your support for a heavy rail

subway to the Roosevelt Boul evard.

For starters, | don't live in
Northeast. | actually live in Spruce
HIll in West Philly near in the 27th

Ward, but | use public transit every
day. In fact, this statenment |I'm
readi ng now and ny thoughts |
conposed themwhile riding on the 34
trolley frommy hone to ny work at
Jefferson Hospital.

Now, just because | don't live
in the Northeast doesn't nean |
woul dn't use this subway. | have
friends who live up in the Northeast
and it's a struggle to get to them
wi thout a car just as it's a struggle
for themto get to me. Building a
heavy rail subway w || expand

opportunities to not only see those
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that | care about but also further
econom ¢ opportunities to the
Nor t heast by providing cheap and f ast
access to the rest of SEPTA s heavy
rail system

| also want to stress the
I nportance of having this |ine be
grade separated heavy rail. G ade
separation will inprove speed and
reduce potential collisions when
conpared to light rail or bus rapid
transit options. Potenti al
collisions are especially inportant
to consider as deaths from autonobile
crashes have clinbed in the past few
years, reversing the declining trend
that we've seen for decades in this
country. Sonething that this Cty
has personally experienced with
numer ous pedestrians and notorists
killed while trying to cross or use
t he Boul evard. Not to nention those
who are permanently di sabled from
accidents on the Boul evard as wel|.

The | onger we wait to build,
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the nore tragedies our Gty wll have
to reckon with. And so, | urge this
City Council to approve the
resolution and to begin work on

pl anni ng and exploring the potenti al
of the Roosevelt Boul evard Subway.
Thank you for proposing this

resol ution and thank you so nuch for

| i stening.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you
for your testinony.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Next we have John
Duong.

MR. DUONG H . Good
afternoon. M nane is John Duong,
and I'ma lifelong resident of
Phi | adel phia. And we often see --
I"mcalling about supporting the
Roosevel t Boul evard Subway. W often
hear about Route 1 being a burden to
our Gty and having this proposal,

t he Roosevelt Subway, gives us a

chance to flip it into becom ng an
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asset for our GCty, building a heavy
rail connection to connect to
Nor t heast Phi | adel phi a.

And | urge heavy rai
connection because it allows a one-
seat ride, especially for folks that
struggle to get to the doctors to go
to Tenple or Nazareth on both ends of
the line and whatnot. And there's
al so other benefits for building this
subway, such as we can all ow our
chil dren, high school students,
trades nenbers and col | ege students
to be able to intern and work on real
projects, such as on the engi neering,
pl anni ng or even the conm ssioni ng of
art.

So this project is nore than
j ust about the subway is just nore
expensive. There's nore than just
upfront capital costs. There's
I npact that we have to | ook at and |
believe it's very positive for our
Cty. Thank you for Ilistening.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you
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for your testinony.

WIlIl the Cerk please call the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Next we have John
Wal sh.

COUNCI L TECH SUPPORT: |
believe the next one up is actually
goi ng to be Jaxon Fox.

THE CLERK: JaxonFox.

MR FOX: Hello. M nane's

Jaxon Fox. Thank you so nmuch for

letting ne speak. | was born in
Nort heast Philly and | |ived just
about ny whole life here. | always

grew up with the ache of isolation.
Now, in ny adulthood |I'm | earning
that it's just a (inaudible). It's
just the way it's designed. |If you
ever want to know true isolation and
fear, you can experience that by
bei ng a pedestrian on the Roosevelt
Boul evard.

As | learned growing up in
Nort heast Philly, if you are not

fortunate enough to have a fiscal
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ability or finances needed to drive a
car, you wll constantly struggle to
travel and neet your basic needs.
This of course is a common issue in
rural and suburban areas of our
country. But in a densely popul at ed
maj or city, it is sinply inexcusable
to | eave our citizens struggling.

| spent sone tine briefly
living in West Philly and Brookl yn,
and | didn't feel that way at all
Bot h of those areas have nore options
for public transit and are way nore
wal kabl e with much nore green space
I nstead of giant enpty parking lots
and deadly roads. And through
constant interaction with other
humans | shared spaces with, | found
the healing and community | needed to
grow as a person in ways | could
never experience living in Northeast
Philly. W deserve better. There is
an undeni abl e di vi de between the
Nort heast and the rest of our

beautiful and diverse city.
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The anmount of tine and energy
It takes to travel to the rest of the
City is flat out ridiculous for one
of the country's nost popul ated
cities. Wether it be by car or by
bus, you are still sitting in mles
of traffic that takes countless |ives
regularly. It just isn't sensible
when there are as many better options
t hat should be nade avail able to us.
The current state of Roosevelt
Boul evard is a nightmare and
unsust ai nabl e.

W need to take the actions to
bring a better quality of life to
thi s underserved section in our City.
And | do want to reiterate | amin
favor of the subway rather than |ight
rail. | know earlier it was said
that it |ooks, you know, nore cost-
efficient on paper. But in the |ong
run, | think a robust subway is the
only way to go because as we know,
cars wll run into cars on Roosevelt

Boul evard and of course cars wll be
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running into that trolley. So
definitely subway is the best option.

Even if the trolley has its
own corridor, it's still going to
have to wait at |lights and people are
still going to be making turns. So
subway is definitely the way to go.
Thank you so nmuch for hearing ny
testi nony.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You're
wel cone. Thank you.

WIIl the clerk please call the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Next we have
St even Laar kanp.

MR. LAARKAMP: Good afternoon
all. 1'm Steven Laarkanp. And while
" mspeaking to you froma suburb in
Del aware County, Media to nane nanes,
I"ve lived in the Philly area pretty
much all ny life, and | nmade nmany
visits to the Northeast too for both
busi ness and pl easure. But every
time I've had, especially lately, the

Boul evard has been not hi ng but agony
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for pretty nuch everyone, whether
it's a local, a conmmuter or a
visitor.

And ever since | |earned that
as nentioned before, the Boul evard
was designed fromthe day it was
built in the 1910 to have a subway
line running along it, it nmakes ne
even nore frustrated that the people
t hat have noved into the region
since, they have to suffer through
internal traffic jans and acci dents
on one of the nobst dangerous roads in
the whol e country sinply because
there's no real alternative for them

And all that was nade nore
obvi ous after 1-95 collapsed in
Tacony. And to a |lot of people
there, that was an existential crisis
for them sinply because they were
trapped in to getting anywhere up
there by car since the subway doesn't
exi st right now and the buses get
stuck in the sane traffic everyone

el se does. Having an actual, viable
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choice instead of just a car is how
we have actual freedom of nobility.
And that's sonmething we're starting
to realize as a city and a nation

t hankful |y.

And as such, for the people
who |live, work or visit the
Nort heast, this subway |ine and not
the inherently | esser half neasures
of a BRT or a light rail which
they're unable to -- they cannot
provi de a satisfactory connection to
the rest of the Gty, a heavy rail
subway extension is an absolute
necessity. And any cost that will be
put towards it, it will be nmade back
mul tiple tinmes over, especially since
rail projects in general have high
returns on their investnent,
general | y speaki ng.

The Northeast will reap
benefits fromit and so will the rest
of the City, especially since you're
not going to have to go back and fix

the half neasure that was building a

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622



TRANSPORTATI ON AND PUBLI C UTI L. COW TTEE
10/ 11/ 2023

173

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

light rail line. And I'mdefinitely
happy to see the activismand the
support 1've w tnessed today about
this topic. And there's no doubt to
me the tinme is now for everyone

i nvol ved to give the Roosevelt

Boul evard Subway the brotherly shove
it needs to get started. You build
the subway, it'll be the best thing
to happen to the Northeast, maybe
even the whole GCity. Thank you al
for your tinme.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you.

WIl the Cerk please call the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Next we have Sinon
Pant el i di s.

MR. PANTELIDI S: Good
afternoon. Sinon Pantelidis. And
good afternoon and thank you to the
Chair and the Comm ttee and everyone.
| live in Delaware County. | was
born and raised in Upper Darby, but

no doubt | still support the effort
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to bring the subway to the Roosevelt
Boul evard.

Oten in our careers -- 1"l
just, you know, summarize kind of a
point that | think has been nade. As
we nove into higher roles becom ng
managers, | eaders or deci sion-nakers,
we occasionally forget how fragile
the start is for our younger adults.
Part of that fragility includes just
sinply getting around and being able
to get to the places where there are
opportunities for people who may not
be able to just drive just yet or may
not have the neans to do that.

Now in my 30s, | no |onger
rely as intently on there being a
public transit option if | need to
get to work, go shopping, visit
friends, get to a doctor's
appoi ntnent or go out at night, but
that is not the default for many
people as it was not for me when |
was younger and just starting out.

As a 19-year-old attendi ng sumer
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cl asses at a Penn State branch
canpus, havi ng subway access al |l owed
me to conmute safely from Upper Dar by
to Abington. M norning commute then
was aboard the Market-Frankford Line
at 69th Street Transportation Center,
a free transfer to the Broad Street
Line at Gty Hall and a final

transfer to Bus 55 at the O ney
Transportation Center.

Access to those existing
subways was instrunental to ny
education that and ultimately to ny
| ater career. For these reasons,
again | support the effort to bring a
subway to the Roosevelt Boul evard.
Gve this entire Gty and its
residents a lift. Thank you for your
tine.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Thank you
very much.

WIlIl the Cerk please call the
next person for public testinony.

THE CLERK: Next we have Jacob
Bouf f ar d.
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MR. BOUFFARD: Hi. Yes.
Thank you, Council, for having ne
here today and letting ne speak. |
just wanted to ask for your support
on the heavy subway investnent for
t he Roosevelt Boul evard. And even
though I do not live in the Northeast
or know anyone that lives in the
Nort heast, | strongly support it as a
Phi | adel phi an and as a Pennsyl vani an.

Wiile it would be an expensive
I nvestnment, the returns would be
uncalculating | think in terns of not
just the finance but also the inpact
on people's lives, the culture of the
Cty and just the general well-being
of this whole area woul d be i nproved.
It would be a huge source of pride
for not just the Cty, but also the
state. It would be a good synbol and
a good standard for the rest of the
country even to go to. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you
for your testinony.

WIIl the Cerk please call the
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next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Next we have
Jeffrey Fal kowski .

MR. FALKOWBKI: Yes. Hello?

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Go ahead,
Jeffrey.

MR. FALKOWASKI:  Hello. My
nanme is Jeffrey Fal kowski. 1'ma
lifelong resident of Bridesburg
section of Philadel phia and | travel
to the Northeast regularly by public
transportation. And one of ny
concerns is that it takes nme about an
hour or nore to go fromBridesburg to
Sonerton, which is probably one of
the furthest points north in the
Cty.

There's only -- | nean,
there's a few options but they al
could take at | east an hour or nore
just to go 13 mles, you know And |
do like to travel on the Boul evard
for shopping and Sonerton for
recreation, things like that. So |

believe building a faster way to get
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into the Northeast is really vital at
this point to Philadel phia, not only
its econony but for its citizens, you
know, for jobs.

It opens the Gty up. It
opens up Center City to the citizens
of the Northeast and vice versa. And
| believe it's, you know, the way of
the future. | nean, we're all at
this point |ooking for alternatives
i nstead of the old, you know, our old
cars that run off of fossil fuels.
And we want alternatives, public
transportation, electric alternative
fuels. So | believe an investnent
like this is necessary but also
extrenmely beneficial to everyone in
the Gty and even the surrounding
counti es.

So | hope that we can work on
this project and | thank you for
listening to us and giving us a
chance to speak, because | think that
it's very inportant to get the

citizens' opinions also instead of
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just the | eadership of the City. And
| also believe that this is a nuch
better investnent than building a
stadi um down in Chi natown, so thank
you all.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank
you.

Are there any other comments?
Anyone el se here for public
testi nony?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Any ot her
guestions or comments from nenbers of
the Commttee?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: Heari ng
none, before we conclude | would |ike
to have the sponsor of the
resolution, ask himif he has any
| ast remarks. Councilman Driscoll?

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Wl |,
Chai rman, thank you. | thought we
had a robust conversation today and
t hanks to your | eadership and your

Commttee. W |look forward to
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advancing this dial ogue. W | ook
forward to -- SEPTA has a study in
process that should be done by
Decenber or January. | think that's
going to be a critical elenent here.

And | think we have to have
ongoi ng di scussions with the
Secretary of Transportation and the
Tur npi ke Conm ssi on because if we
expl ore the notion of the high speed
rail in the center |anes of the
Boul evard with perhaps a tolled
hi ghway along with it, that could be
our local match. So | want to have
t hose conversations. So, yeah, |
think today was a great participation
by all. And thank you to all the
testinony, the testifiers.

And t hank you, M. Chairman.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: And t hank
you for your |eadership on this very,
very critically inportant issue,
especially when we tal k about transit
equity. And so, | just want to thank

you and this was a very, very
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I nspiring and enpowering heari ng.

Wth that being said, | want
to thank all of the Menmbers who took
time out of their schedule to al so
participate in this hearing. And if
there are no nore comments from
nmenbers of the panel or nenbers from
the public, this concludes the
heari ng on Transportati on and Public
Uilities. Thank you very nuch,
everyone. And al so, thank you,
Brett, for your work clerking this
heari ng.

THE CLERK: O course,
M. Chair. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  You're
wel cone.

(Hearing concl uded at

3:53 p.m)
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I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evidence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken by
me in the foregoing nmatter, and that this is a

correct transcript of the sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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