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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | note that the hour has
cone and that a quorumof this
Council is present. | am asking
all menbers pl ease take your seats.
Al'l visitors please retire to the
seats outside the rails.

Bef ore proceeding, |
will ask all those present to
pl ease set your cell phones to
silent and/or vibrate. And |I'm
asking for all sidebar
conversations to be taken out of
t he Council chanbers.

To give our invocation
this norning, the Chair recognizes
Archbi shop Mary Pal ner, Presiding
Prel ate of the Phil adel phi a Counci |
of Clergy. She is here today as
the guest of Majority Council woman
Jam e Gaut hi er.

| will ask all nenbers

and guests to please rise. She's
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al so a nmenber of the illustrious
Zeta Phi Beta, Inc.
(Counci | nenbers,
visitors and guests rise.)
ARCHBI SHOP FLOYD PALMER:
Thank you, Council President, and
t hank you, Councilwonman Gaut hi er.
The head attire that |I'm wearing
today was nmade by an 83-year-old
Ni geri an woman who gifted it to ne.
And she said, War your crown
brightly, which is why she used
gold. And she said, black neans
that even if you are | anenting, you
are | ooki ng for hope.
This is particularly
enotional for ne because today ny
| ate father would have been 90, and
he did many a prayer in this
chanber. So | do so in his honor
It is because of your
nmercies, God, that we are not

consumed. Your conpassions fai
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not. They are new every norning.
Geat is your faithfulness for this
day destined by you for us to cone
together into this chanber where we
conduct business for all people.

We say thank you.

We thank you for our
rising for safe travel to this
pl ace. But even in this nonent,
God, we thank you for each and
every Counci | menber who has chosen
to serve your people, who give them
the vision and the gui dance to do
what is right, not just for the
part, but for the whole, for the
| east, the last and the | ost, those
that are in need and those that
bring service.

So we thank you, GCod,
for each one for their lives, for
their wllingness to do the right
thing even in tough tines. W ask

continued protection, God, on all
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of those attached to them by bl ood
or law, that no hurt, harm or
danger shall befall them that you
will continue to be the voice of
reason, nercy and justice as they
del i berate and nmake deci sions and
cast votes that wll inpact us all,
i ncl udi ng t hensel ves.

So, God, for this nonent
we thank you for the Black Hi story
Month. W thank you for our
heritage. W thank you for our
forefathers and those that have
| aid the foundation upon whose
shoul ders we stand in every genre
of society, faith, politics,
education, corporate, marketing.
What ever the genre, we thank you
for those trail bl azers.

Now, gui de us even now.
May your sweet spirit continue to
fall in this place. Help us to do

so decently and in order and so
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that you will not only get the
glory, but those in attendance w ||
be enpowered and edifi ed.

And if | may say Satan
will be horrified, but that you
will be glorified. And we ask it
all in the name that | call ny
Savi or Jesus the Christ in whom
live, nove and have ny being.
Anmen, anen and amen. God bl ess
you.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council will now be at
ease. The Chair thanks the
Archbi shop for the invocation

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The next order of
busi ness is the approval of the
Journal of the neeting of Thursday,
February 13th, 2025.

The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | mrenber C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday,
February 13, 2025 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday,
February 13th, 2025 stand approved.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
Journal is approved.

The next order of

busi ness is request for |eaves of
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absence. And the Chair recognizes
Majority Leader G | nore Richardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: (I naudi bl e).
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council will be at ease.
(Council at ease.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  While Council is at ease,
(i naudi bl e) .
The next order of
busi ness is request for |eaves of
absence and the Chair recognizes
Majority Leader G | nore Richardson.
COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.
On behal f of the
Majority, a |l eave of absence is
requested for Council nmenber
Harrity.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
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Counci | renber. Leave will be
gr ant ed.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Good norning, Council President.

On behal f of the
Mnority, there are no requests for
| eave of absence.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Counci | menber.

The Chair recognizes
Majority Leader Gl nore Richardson
for a notion concerning certain
| egislative matters that may arise
during the course of today's
session of Council and that were
not |isted on the Cal endar
circulated prior to today's Counci
sessi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
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M. President.

| nove that any of the
following mtters, if considered
today, may be added to the agenda
for this session of Council and, as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anmended agenda
after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, anendnents to bills on
first reading, the reconsideration
of a bill vetoed by or re-called
fromthe Mayor, anendnents to bills
re-called fromthe Myor,
resol utions taking substantive
action to be voted on in this
session of Council, a notion to
wi thdraw a bill or resolution that
s not on the Cal endar and a notion
placing a bill or resolution on or
returning a bill or resolution from
t he Suspensi on Cal endar that is not

| isted on today's Cal endar.
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The purpose of this
nmotion is to provide the public
with notice concerning possible
actions by Council that arose too
| ate to be included on the Cal endar
t hat was published prior to today's
sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
| egi slative matters stated by
Majority Leader Gl nore Richardson
may be added to the agenda for
t oday should those nmatters arise
during the course of this session
of Council .

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
notion carries.

The Chair will dispense
with the regular order of business
to recogni ze the guests and
visitors joining us in chanbers
t hi s nor ni ng.

On behal f of all nenbers
of Gty Council, | welcone you to
our Council session. W appreciate
your taking the tine to join us as
we attend to the |egislative
affairs of our great city. W
certainly invite you to cone again.

At this tinme the Chair
recogni zes Majority Leader Gl nore
Ri chardson who will present a
resol ution honoring and cel ebrating
t he Phil adel phia Tribune, an
advocate and trail blazer for the

African American community on the
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occasion of its 140th year
anni versary as the ol dest
conti nuously published newspaper,
owned and operated by African
Anericans.

WIl M. Bob Bogle and
t hose acconpanying him pl ease join
t he Council menber on ny behal f at
the podium Joining Majority
Leader Richardson are the
follow ng: Council menber Phillips,
Counci | mrenber Dr. Ni na Ahnmad,
Counci | mrenber Brooks, Council nenber
Lozada, Council menber Squill a,
Counci | menber O Rour ke,
Counci | menber Landau, Counci | menber
Gaut hi er and Counci | menber Bass.

(Counci | mrenbers and
guests approached podi um)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: All right. Thank you
so nmuch, Council President. It is

certainly nmy hunble honor and
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privilege to read this resolution
on your behal f, Council President.
As we know, the honme of the
Phi | adel phia Tri bune certainly
started in your District. So we
t hank you so very nuch on the
occasion of this Black History
Month to be honored to present this
resolution to you, Bob Bogle here
in Philadel phia Gty Council.

So today we are honoring
and cel ebrating the Phil adel phia
Tri bune, an advocate and
trail blazer for the African
American community on the occasion
of its 140th year anniversary --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: -- as the ol dest,
conti nuously published newspaper
owned and operated by African

Aneri cans.

(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
This is a wonderful day in Council.
The Tribune has been amazing to all
of us in Philadel phia, especially
the African American community. So
to start,

Wher eas, Chri st opher
Janmes Perry, Sr., founder of The
Tri bune, was born in Baltinore,
Maryl and, in 1856. Upon graduati ng
from high school, relocated to
Phi | adel phia. Although Perry's
father wanted himto study | aw,
Perry refused stating, For ny
peopl e to nake progress, they mnust
have a newspaper through which they
can speak against injustice; and

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Whereas, after 11 years of
reporting for a local daily
newspaper while attendi ng night
school Perry's dream of

establi shing a newspaper cane to
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fruition when he | aunched The
Tri bune; and

Wher eas, at the age of
28, Perry published the first
edition of a one-page, one nman
operation titled Tribune Wekly at
725 Sansom Street; and

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Wher eas, during the Post-
Reconstruction mgration, The
Tribune commtted itself to
i mproving the standard of |iving
for African Anericans in
Phi | adel phia by covering job
openings, civic affairs, social
events and church news; and

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Whereas, fromhis inception until
his death Perry wote about the
chal | enges faced by African
Americans, particularly those in
Phi | adel phia, and worked to give

thema platformto address the
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I ssues that affected their daily
lives; and

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: \Whereas, today the
Phi | adel phia Tri bune stands as
Anmerica's ol dest continuously
publ i shed newspaper, owned and
operated by African Anericans; and

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Wher eas, over the years The Tri bune
has chanpi oned i ssues such as
desegregation, equality, equal
access to city enpl oynent and
contracting opportunities and
i ncreasing the representation of
African Anmerican judges appointed
to Phil adel phia Muni ci pal Court;
and

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
VWher eas, The Tribune has grown from
a one-page, one-nman operation 140
years ago to a newspaper that is

now publ i shed five days a week and
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mai ntains a website presence. In
addition to the newspaper, the
conpany publishes Tri bune Magazi ne;
Now, an arts entertai nnent review,
Soj ourner, an African American
visitor's guide to Philadel phia;
and the Learning Key, an
educati onal supplenent directed to
students, parents and teachers; and

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Wher eas, Robert W Bogle, the
current publisher of The
Phi | adel phia Tri bune, continues to
| ead the organization and its
| egacy of excellence, upholding its
m ssion of serving the African
Anmerican community with integrity
and conm tnent; and

Whereas, in celebrating
this historic mlestone we
recogni ze the inval uable
contributions of The Tribune staff,

editors, witers and all those who
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have worked tirelessly to maintain
t he newspaper's | egacy of
excel l ence in journalism and
service to the African Anerican
community; now, therefore, be it

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Resol ved, by the Council of the
City of Phil adel phia, that we
her eby honor and cel ebrate The
Phi | adel phia Tri bune, an advocate
and trailblazer for the African
American community on the occasion
of its 140th year anniversary as
t he ol dest, continuously published
newspaper, owned and operated by
African Anericans.
Congrat ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
M . Robert Bogl e.

MR. BOGE: Good

nor ni ng.
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(Good norning.)

MR BOGLE:

M. President, nmenbers of Council
The staff of the Phil adel phia

Tri bune, many of which, our senior
staff is here today. | w sh you
woul d acknowl edge t hem because
they're the people who nake it

wor k.

(Appl ause.)

MR, BOGLE: 140 years
sounds like a long tinme, and |'ve
been accused of being here for 140,
but | promse you | haven't. \Wat
| can say is that we are enornously
grateful for this honor. Thank you
once agai n.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council w1l be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Let's give The Tri bune

and M. Bogle and his team anot her
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round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, M. Bogle, for
bei ng the voice of the African
American community. It's only
fitting during Black H story Month
that we honor you. |It's also great
you reside in the 2nd Council manic
District.

The next order of
business at this tinme, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | mrenber Thonas,
who wi Il present a resolution
honori ng and congratul ating the
School District of Philadel phia
Superintendent Dr. Tony Watlington
for being recognized as
Superi ntendent of the Year by the
District Adm nistration Leadership
I nstitute.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  That's a nati onal
recognition. Wuld Dr. Watlington
and t hose acconpanyi ng hi m pl ease
j oi n Counci | renber Thomas, who's
the Chair of Education, and al so
bring up Councilman Phillips who is
the Vice-Chair of Education.

Joi ni ng Chai rman Thonmas
will be Majority Gl nore
R chardson, Dr. N na Ahnad,
Counci | menmber Brooks, Counci | nenber
Bass, Counci |l nenber Lozada,
Counci | menber Landau, Counci |l menber
O Rour ke, Counci | menber Jam e
Gauthier and -- M. Squilla isn't
here. And so, Council nmenber Jones.

(Counci | nenbers and
guests approached podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Let's rock and roll.
Chai rman Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good

nor ni ng.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:

Thank you, Council President, for
your | eadership. |It's an honor to
stand here on your behalf as the
Education Chair as well as the
person who's |ooking to really work
with ny coll eagues to nove the
needle forward as it relates to
public education in the city of

Phi | adel phi a.

W couldn't be nore
honored to stand here today with
our | eader, the person who's been a
visionary for the |last couple
years. As it relates to the School
District of Philadelphia, if I can
par aphrase correctly,

Dr. Watlington canme in with the
i dea of noving the needle
specifically around academ c

achi evenrent. Hi s agenda,
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specifically related to goals and
guardrails, has put us in a
position not just for himto be
recogni zed as one of the nost
amazi ng superintendents in the
entire country, but for us as a
city to be recognized as it relates
to the academ c progress that our
young peopl e have made com ng out
t he pandem c.

So with that being said,
it's an honor to stand here with
Dr. Watlington and his entire team
all of the principals, the
teachers, the operational and
climate staff, the parents,
everybody who makes our Schoo
District go.

Wil e we honor
Dr. Watlington, we want you to
understand that on behalf of this
| egi sl ati ve body we very much

appreci ate you as well too.
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So with that being said,
| hereby say that honoring and
congratul ating the School D strict
of Phi | adel phi a Superi nt endent
Dr. Tony Watlington for being
recogni zed as a Superi nt endent of
the Year by the District
Adm ni stration Leadership
Institute.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Again, | want to echo
the sentinments of ny coll eague, our
Chair of Education Council menber
Thomas, and thanking Dr. Watlington
for comng into the District and
running full steam ahead. As a
proud School District of
Phi | adel phia nom of two el enentary
school students and a recent School
District of Phil adel phia graduate
who is now a coll ege freshman at

your alma mater, Dr. WaAtlington,
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Aggi e Pride and Aggie Mom we are
proud to be here with you.

So whereas, Dr. Tony
Watl i ngton, Sr., Superintendent of
t he School District of
Phi | adel phi a, has been naned the
2025 Superintendent of the Year by
the District Administration
Leadership Institute; and

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Echoi ng everything ny col |l eague
sai d; and

Whereas, the D strict
Adm ni stration Leadership Institute
is the | eading national PreK-12
organi zation that provides
| eader shi p, devel opnent
opportunities for superintendents,
district | eaders and senior staff
across the United States; and

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Whereas, Dr. Watlington graduated

as a first generation student at
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North Carolina A&T University with
a Bachelor's of Science in history
education. He later earned a
Master's Degree in Anerican
Political Hi story fromGChio State,
a Master's Degree in School
Admi ni stration and Educati onal
Leadership fromthe University of
North Carolina, and a Doctorate in
Education fromthe University of
North Carolina; and

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Wereas, Dr. Watlington becane
Superi ntendent of the Philadel phia
School District in June 2022 of the
Phi | adel phi a School District, the
ei ghth | argest school district in
the country, serving nore than
100, 000 students; and

Wher eas, under his
| eadershi p Phil adel phia's public
school s have achi eved the hi ghest

enrol | ment and graduation rates in
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a decade, inproved standardi zed
test scores and reduced student
dropout rates by nore than 1400
students; and

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Whereas, Dr. Robinson and his team
recogni zed the District's | earning
net wor ks, | aunched a two-way
communi cati on and feedback platform
and revanped the District's
curriculumthrough the five-year
strategic plan Accelerate Philly;
and

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Al right. Wereas, research done
by Harvard University's Center for
Educati onal Policy Research and the
Educati onal Opportunity Project at
Stanford University have shown t hat
t he Phil adel phia School District
out paces ot her |arge urban
districts nationwi de and simlar

districts in Pennsyl vania; and
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COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thi s proud public school parent
al so congratul ates you of being
Superi ntendent of the year.

Wher eas, Any Duj on,
Vi ce- President of Education, Media
and Sunmmits with the District
Adm ni stration Leadership
Institute, praised Watlington
saying, Tony Watlington has
exenplified what it neans to | ead
with integrity, vision and inpact,
t hank you; and

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Wher eas, the people of Phil adel phia
are lucky to have this exenplary
exanpl e of a Bl ack man,
Dr. Watlington at the hel mof the
School District, ensuring a
brighter future for the students of
our great city; now, therefore, be
it

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
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Resol ved, that the Council of the
Cty of Phil adel phia, honors and
congratul ates School District of
Phi | adel phi a Superi nt endent,

Dr. Tony Watlington, for being
recogni zed as Superintendent of the
Year by the District Adm nistration
Leadership Institute.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  And
further resolved, that an Engrossed
copy of this resolution be
presented to Dr. Tony WaAtlington as
a token of sincere admration of
this legislative body.
Congrat ul ati ons.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Dr. Watlington for remarks.

DR, WATLI NGTON:  Thank
you, M. President, Myjority Leader
Ri chardson, nenbers of Council,

Educati on Chair Thomas. Thank you
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so very much for the opportunity to
be in this very fine and hal | owed
hal | this norning.

| count it an honor and
a privilege to serve the children
and famlies of the School District
of Philadelphia. | love living in
the nation's sixth largest city,
wor king in the eighth | argest
school district. |'mso proud of
our students and their fanmli es,
their parents and guardi ans.
They' re doing the hard, heavy
lifting.

| want to thank Counci
for your support, financial and
ot herwi se, for the School D strict.
Thank you very nuch as well as our
Board of Education, our staff, |I'm
j oi ned by our Legislative Director,
Laurel Grbach. Let's give her a

bi g round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)
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DR, WATLI NGTON: And
Deputy Chief of Governnent
Community Rel ati ons, Edw n Sant ana.

(Appl ause.)

DR WATLI NGTON:
Finally, M. President, | want you
to know that |'m excited on June
16th. | wll kick off Year 4 as
your Superintendent and we are
going to continue, as Dr. Martin
Lut her King, Jr., said and as
Presi dent Cbama woul d often say, W
are going to continue to work with
a fierce sense of urgency to do
what is right, do what is right by
all of our children. Thank you so
much. Good Mor ni ng.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council w1l be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The next order of
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busi ness is conmuni cations. The

Chair requests that the Sergeant-
at-Arnms deliver the nmessages from
the Mayor to the Chief derk.

The Chief Cerk wll
read the nessages fromthe Mayor
and any ot her conmuni cations in her
possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nenbers of the
Council of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, | amtransmtting for
t he consi derati on of your Honorable
body a resol ution authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
of 623 Rear North 55th Street
| ocated in the 4th Council manic
District in accordance with the
ternms of Chapter 16-700 of The
Phi | adel phi a code; and

A resol ution authorizing
t he Phil adel phia Land Bank to
di spose of 1124 South 56th Street
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2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
| ocated in the 3rd Council manic
District in accordance with the
terns of Chapter 16-700 of The

Phi | adel phi a Code.

There are no further
conmuni cations in nmy possession,
Counci |l President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch. The
messages will be presented -- w |
be printed in the Journal.

The next order of
business is the introduction of
bills and resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci I man Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

| have one resolution, a
privileged resolution on your
behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.
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2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the privileged
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution comrendi ng
and recogni zing NFL Hall of Faner
Merrill Reese for his nearly fifty-
year career as the voice of the
Phi | adel phi a Eagl es and his
exceptional contributions to
broadcasting in sports.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Fi nal Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader G | nore Richardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

Not hi ng t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.
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2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

Today | have three
non-privil eged resol uti ons and one
privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
privileged and non-privil eged
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 4701 Sansom
Street located in the 3rd
Council manic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
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2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
pl aced for consideration on the

Fi nal Passage Cal endar at our next
sessi on of Council .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authori zing
the Commttee on the Environnent to
conduct a hearing to eval uate
progress on the inplenentation of
the Philly Tree Plan, determ ne how
to expedite progress and what, if
any, additional policies mght
pronote the City's sustainable
gr eeni ng goal s.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution can -- excuse
me. The next two are not
privil eged.

And a non-privil eged

resol uti on condemmi ng President
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2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
Donald J. Trunp for noving our
nation closer to a constitutional
crisis by likening hinself to and
acting like a king.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 1124 South 56th
Street located in the 3rd
Councilmanic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our

next session of Council.
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2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resolution -- that's it.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Mor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, col | eagues.

Not hi ng today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  CGood
nor ni ng.

| offer one
non-privil eged resol ution today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the derk please
read the non-privil eged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A

non-privil eged resol uti on
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aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 623 Rear North
55th Street located in the 4th
Counci l manic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes the
bi rt hday Counci | nenber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
That's awesone. Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMOVAN LANDAU: |
have one privil eged resol ution
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

WIIl the Cerk please
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read the title of the privileged
resol uti on pl ease.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
February 20th, 2025 as Wrl d Day of
Social Justice in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, everyone.

| have no bills and
resol uti ons today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:  Good
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2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
norni ng, M. President.

Today | offer one
privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief derk
read the title of the privileged
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
life and | egacy of |egendary jazz
host Bob PerKki ns.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.
This resolution will be placed on
today' s Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

| have one privil eged
seven -- one non-privil eged and

seven privileged resolutions to
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2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
i ntroduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the titles of the privileged
and non-privil eged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol ution
condemi ng the unconstitutional
actions taken by the Departnent of
Governnent Efficiency to dismantle
the federal governnent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
and cel ebrating Queen Judith
Robi nson for her tirel ess advocacy,
I nsi stence on being heard, and for

her work to anplify voices of
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2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
communi ties in North Phil adel phia
for the benefit of the entire City
of Phil adel phia, on the occasion of
Bl ack Hi story Mont h.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution cel ebrating and
commendi ng Martha Wl lians for her
commtnent to her communiti es,
famly and peopl e across
Phi | adel phia, and for her
I nsi stence on seeing the humanity
of people who are incarcerated, on
t he occasion of Black Hi story
Mont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be

pl aced - -

(Appl ause.)
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2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privil eged resol ution honoring and
celebrating Patricia "Mama Patt"
Vi ckers for her work to | ove and
care for people across
Phi | adel phia, her commtnent to
justice and her resolve to reduce
the suffering of incarcerated
peopl e, on the occasion of Bl ack
Hi story Mont h.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution celebrating
and recogni zing Sandra "Nan" Hil

for her relentless work to inprove
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2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
the lives of people around her, and
to recognize the dignity of every
person, particularly people who are
I ncarcerated, on the occasion of

Bl ack Hi story Mont h.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privil eged resolution honoring and
cel ebrating Yvonne Newkirk as a
pillar of her community for her
relentl ess work to inprove the
lives and protect the dignity of
peopl e who are incarcerated across
Pennsyl vani a, on the occasion of
Bl ack Hi story Mnth.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be

pl aced on today's Final Passage
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2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
celebrating the |ife of Brenda
Harris, one of the Foundi ng Menbers
of the Coalition to Abolish Death
By Incarceration, CADBI, and a
Bl ack woman whose profound | ove for
her communities inproved the |ives
of her nei ghbors and peopl e across
Phi | adel phia, on the occasion of
Bl ack Hi story Mont h.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK:

Cel ebrating and honoring Lorraine
"Ms. Dee Dee" Haw for her constant
pursuit of justice, her ability to
speak truth to power across

Phi | adel phi a and Pennsyl vani a, and
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2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
for her infinite Iove for the
peopl e and conmuni ties around her,
on the occasion of Black Hi story
Mont h.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, Council President --
t hank you, Council President.

| have one privileged
and one non-privil eged resol ution
to introduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the derk please
read the titles of the privileged
and non-privil eged resol ution

pl ease.

Page 48

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 20/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resolution calling
on immgration and custons
enforcenent to i nmedi ately rel ease
Sereyrath "One" Van from Mdshannon
Val | ey Processing Center, and
cal l ing on Phil adel phia's nenbers
of the United States Congress to
chanpi on wel com ng i nmm gration
policies in the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vania and to recogni ze
Phi | adel phia as a city of second
chances, especially for fornerly
I ncarcerated non-citizens.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage --
this resolution wll be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

CH EF CLERK: And a
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privileged resolution honoring the
public service at the local, state
and federal |evel who nmade the

unf orgettabl e Eagl es Super Bow

Par ade possi bl e, and recogni zi ng
all public servants for their

dedi cation to conmunities they
serve.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

Council wll be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Chief derk.

CH EF CLERK
Counci | renber Gauthier, you did
have four resolutions. One was
stuck to the other so I'll read

your privileged resol ution.
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COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Oh, I"msorry.

CH EF CLERK: That was
my fault. | apol ogize.

And a privileged
resol ution authorizing the
Conmittee on the Environnment to
conduct a hearing to evaluate -- |
t hought | -- the progress on the
I npl enentation of the Philly Tree
Plan to determ ne how to expedite
progress and what, if any,
addi ti onal policies m ght pronote
the CGty's sustainable greening
goal s.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes the
gentl eman fromthe Northeast, ny
good friend Council man M ke

Driscol .
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COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Mor ni ng, M. President.

| have one privil eged
resol ution for today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cderk
pl ease read the title of the
privileged resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng the Tesla Sci ence
Foundation, TSF, by declaring
February 24th, 2025 "Tesla Science
Foundation Day"” in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, celebrating the work
of TSF in cultivating scientific
I nnovati on and advanci ng the | egacy
of Nikola Tesla in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be

pl aced on today's Final Passage
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Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber O Nei l | .

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Thank you, M. President.

| have no bills or
resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer one privileged
resol uti on on your behal f, signed
by all nmenbers of Council.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch, sir.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
privileged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: And a

privileged resolution calling for
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the preservation of the University
of the Arts' Ham Iton Hall and
Furness Hall as vital spaces for
the arts in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer one bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the bill

CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance anendi ng Section 6-503 of
The Phi |l adel phia Code, entitled

“Licenses and Permts," to provide

for the suspension of |icenses for
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busi nesses not in conpliance with
applicable state regul ati ons and/ or
whose physical |ayout significantly
differs fromthe originally
approved floor plan, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Dr. Ni na Ahnmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

Today | have one
privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
privileged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: And a

privileged resolution recogni zi ng
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Friday, February 21, 2025 as
I nternational Mdther Language Day,
to honor the brave souls who, on
this day in 1952, sacrificed their
lives to retain the right to use
their nother | anguage Bangl a al so
known as Bengali .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

| also want to take a
nonment of special privilege to just
say we also had in our presence
today on behal f of Council menber
C ndy Bass the Gatz Bull dogs,
correct?

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Yes,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  |'m sure they can hear
you. Let's give our young nmen a

round of appl ause.
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(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Ch, they're com ng down?
Ckay. They'll be down to join us
for a second. | just want to nake
sure we acknow edge our young
people. W'Ill see themshortly.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

M. President, | just wanted to

t hank you for recogni zi ng and
bringing that to light. And they
are here today for winning the 2024
Publ i ¢ League Chanpi onshi p.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Ckay.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Sone
future Phil adel phia Eagles in the
house.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Ckay. | was told they'l|

be down here shortly, but we
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definitely want to acknow edge the
G atz Bulldogs. N cetown, okay.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: 8th
District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That's what's up. 8th
District.

What you got to say,
Coach Thomas?

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:
They' re doing an amazing job. And
we're even -- they have inspired us
to do our part to help inprove that
Gatz field, so we know that that's
an issue. W're tal king about it.
And when they have success even
under those conditions, it inspires
us to do a little bit nore.

So congratul ati ons,
North Philly. Congratulations, Zip
and all of the amazing peopl e over
at Sinon Gratz. You guys --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Thank you, Coach Thonas.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  There being no reports
fromconm ttees today, the next
order of business is the
consi deration of the Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Majority Leader G | nore Richardson
for the purpose of calling up bills
and resol utions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar s.

Council wll be at
ease -- matter of fact, bring them
on the floor for a second. Let's
gi ve these young nen a round of
appl ause, y'all.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: G ve them a round of

appl ause.

( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Let's give thema big
round of applause, y'all. These
young menbers represent the best
our city has to offer.

Council wll be at ease.

(Counci|l at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  One | ast round of
appl ause for our young nmen. Thank
you very nuch.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | felt conpelled to
acknow edge our young nen and put
Counci | at ease because often tines
the nedia portrays a very different
| ight, particularly African
Ameri can young nen, nore than any
other culture to target a certain
type of stereotype. And so, when
we have the opportunity to uplift

young men who are in the right

Page 60

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 20/ 2025

2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - BILLS ON 2ND READI NG

pl ace doing the right things for
the right reasons, that's what it's
al | about.

And so, congratul ations
again, Gatz Bull dogs.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The next order of
busi ness is the consideration of
t he Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Majority Leader G | nore Richardson
for the purpose of calling up bills
and resolutions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar s.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.

The following bills and
resol utions are being called up
fromthe Second Readi ng and Fi nal

Passage Cal endars today: Nos.
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241097.

The following bills and
resol utions on the Cal endar are
bei ng hel d: 240427, 240304-A and
240665.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you. Before
considering the bills and
resolutions, we will consider
public coment as follows: Your
public comrent nust concern matters
on the Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars for possible
action at today's Council session.

Your public conment nust
be germane to the bills and
resolutions that are on the
Cal endar. All speakers nust sign
up in order to testify. If you
have not al ready signed up for
today's session, please do so now
by giving your name to Ms. Hasson

at the table outside the rails to
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ny left.

Once you have signed up,
you will be called in the order in
whi ch your nanme appears on the
sign-up sheet. Under i deal
ci rcunstances, public comenters
each will have three mnutes to
speak. However, this tinme limt
may vary from session-to-session.
The tine limt today will be two
m nut es.

In order to be fair to
all those wi shing to speak, |
intend to hold faithfully to the
two-mnute limt. Wen you begin
speaki ng, you will see a green
light on the podium \Wen you have
30 seconds remaining to your tine,
the light will turn yellow which is
your rem nder to concl ude your
remar ks.

Once the two m nutes

have passed, the light will turn
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red and the Sergeant-at-Arns wl|

di sconnect the m crophone. At that
poi nt, please yield the podiumto

t he next speaker if you have not

al ready done so. | also reserve
the right, pursuant to our rules of
Council, to limt repetitious
comrents on the sanme manner.

| wll now ask the Chief
Clerk to please read the nane of
our first speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Coach Jade
Roane, Head Coach Gene Faust. Kate
Perez and Dana Lomex-Bi ker al so
nmake their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

M5. ROANE: Good
norning. My nanme is Jade Roane.
I'"'mthe Athletic Director at Sinon
Gratz Hi gh School. Thank you guys
for the opportunity to cone out and

speak on behal f of our 3A foot bal
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chanpi ons. Special shout-out to
Counci | woman Bass who nmade all this
possi bl e.

Thi s season has been a
daunti ng one because of the
conditions that we've been worKking
under, but our young peopl e have
truly put the hard work in and the
dedi cati on and now they sit today
as chanpions. W definitely want
to recognize their famlies, our
school s, their coaches who, you
know.

Wth all the stuff that
we' ve been through with our field
condi tions over at Marcus Foster
Stadi um hopefully we can get sone
of those things resolved and bei ng
able to play on our field next year
and actually practice, and we can
continue to do nore things. So
agai n, thank you very nuch,

Counci | woman Bass and City
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Counci | mrenbers at large. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Kate Perez, Dana Lomex-Bi ker. And
may Sean Danon and Sal eem Hol br ook
al so make their way to the podi um

(Wt nesses approached
Wtness table.)

M5. LOVAX- AYLER. (Good
nmorning. My name i s Dana Lomax
Ayler, A-y-l-e-r. Okay. That's ny
name. But | just wanted to
congratul ate sone of the honorees,
whi ch was Mama Patt, Patricia
Marshal | Vikers. | wanted to
congratul ate Ms. Yvonne Newkirk,
Ms. Nan Hi Il and Ms. Martha Brown.
And al so, how can | forget Mama Dee
Dee.

| want to congratul ate
t hese | adi es because the work that

they do. As | say, they're boots
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are on the ground. They're really
about that life, you know. Their
advocacy goi ng above and beyond for
t hose who are behind the walls,

whi ch a | ot of people overl ook,
right, and judge -- not even

knowi ng their story or their

hi story.

So | just want to
congratul ate these ladies. |I'm
proud of them | love them And

y'all keep doing it, boots on the
gr ound.

(Appl ause.)

MS. PEREZ: |'m Kate
Perez. And on Tuesday the Israeli
occupation --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Ms. Perez, Ms. Perez.

So -- and | understand you cone
down, |'ve been nore than generous
di scretion-wise. |s your topic on

the actual |egislation put before
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us? And the |egislation put before
us is about conformties, whichis
a zoning matter. Has nothing to do
with Israel. Has nothing to do
with Pal estine. Has nothing to do
with the selling of amunition from
any Phi | adel phi a- based conpany.

So if you want to speak
on the resolution that's put before
you that you actually signed up
for, then please stick to the
topic. Oher than that, you w ||
not be speaki ng today.

MS. PEREZ: |t was
witten as non-conform ng
busi nesses. And these busi nesses
that continue to sell to the
occupation are not conformng wth
i nternational standards and --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That does not conformto
the actual legislation, ma'am And

so, you're nore than welcone to
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speak on any topic that's gernane
to the actual resolution. And | am
advi sed that what you're speaking
on does not conformto this
particul ar zoning natter.

M5. PEREZ: (kay. |
guess I'Il just let you know t hat
the Israeli occupation raided the
school yesterday -- | nean,
sorry --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Ms. Perez -- can we have
t he next speaker please conme on and
speak on the actual topic that is
gernmane to what we're working on in
Cty Council today.

WIl the Chief derk
pl ease call the next speaker
pl ease.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Sean Danon. W have Sal eem
Hol brook. My Nat hanial Gines and

Shakaboona Marshall al so nmake their
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way to the podi um

(Wt nesses approached
Wtness table.)

MR. HOLBROOK: Sal eem
Hol br ook. Mbrni ng, Counci
President. Good norning, Council.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good nor ni ng.

MR. HOLBROOK: |'m here
to honor the [ate and great
Ms. Brenda Harris, Mana Dee Dee
from ny nei ghborhood 20G 20th and
G een, 18th and Wl lace, Martha
Wl lianms, Sandra HlIl, Mama Patt,
Ms. Patricia Vickers and Yvonne
Newki r k.

You know, today
politicians are in a political
climate where people are used to
punchi ng down on peopl e, whether
it's unhoused people, whether it's
drug addicts, whether it's people

suffering fromnmental health
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disabilities, lack of access to
health care, people who are
suffering the daily trauma of
| iving poor or working class in the
Uni ted States.

These wonen here are
peopl e who punch up to power.
These are the ones who are fighting
for people who are inprisoned. As
sonmeone who went to Catholic school
but didn't [earn nuch, there's a
verse that | |learned and it says,
For when | was hungry, you gave ne
sonething to eat. | was thirsty
and you gave nme sonething to drink.

| was a stranger and you invited ne

in. | needed clothes and you
clothed ne. | was sick and you
| ooked after ne. | was in prison

and you cane to visit ne.
These wonen live up to
that nore than I've seen in this

country, right. W have peopl e who
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masquer ade as Christians, as
politicians who abuse people, who
negl ect people. These wonen, these
mamas, are fighters. You know, |'m
standing here free as a result of
themas many of us in this room who
are standing free, and they're
still fighting and conti nui ng.

So | really wanted to
stand here and honor them because
they represent the fighting spirit
of Phil adel phia. They're the real
underdogs right there. So | want
to fromthe bottomof ny heart
extend ny appreciation to y'all.
And you know that people all over
this city who are unhoused, who are
suffering from police abuse, who
have | oved ones incarcerated, they
appreci ate your work too as well as
the nmen and wonen on their side.

So t hank you.
(Appl ause.)
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MR. DAMON:  Sean Danon.
I''mhere to speak on behal f of
Lorraine Hall, known as Ms. Dee
Dee, Patricia Vickers known to us
as Mama Patt, Sandra H |l also
known as Nan Hill, Yvonne Newkirk,
Martha WIlianms and the | ate Brenda
Harri s.

For decades these wonen
have struggl ed agai nst the odds to
bring their incarcerated | oved ones
home. They have honed their
abilities. Sandra likes to rem nd
us when we go into an inportant
neeting that we're |ike the Navy
SEALs, each with our own specialty.

Ms. Dee Dee is a
power ful public speaker. Patricia
Vi ckers is a powerful convener,
facilitating neetings week after
week and keeping us on point.
Martha WIllianms, a commtted

comunity organi zer. Sandra Hill,
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herself a powerful witer. 1In
fact, you all should have a bookl et
on your desks that are sonme of her
sayi hgs and her poetry.

Yvonne Newkirk, a
tireless volunteer for inportant
organi zations |i ke the PA Prison
Soci ety, where she serves as a
lifeline for incarcerated people
and also their famlies and so many
nor e.

Wiile they all have
their own unique abilities, they
have one super power in conmon, and
that's their love. They really
lead with love in this work, and
that draws people to them draws
people like nyself to them to
struggl e alongside themin this
wor k. And they have built
organi zations |like the Coalition
Abol i shed Death By I ncarceration,

the Human Rights Coalition.
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And it's inportant to
say that they have touched the
hearts of powerful people with this
| ove. They've nmet with governors,
district attorneys, and of course
menbers of the Pennsyl vani a General
Assenbly as well as nenbers of
Phi | adel phia Gty Council.
One story | would tell
Is that when a man nanmed John
Fetterman was running to be the
Li eut enant Gover nor of
Pennsyl vania, they net with him
prior to his election to tell him
about the Board of Pardons. Later
when he was el ected he becane a
chanpi on of second chances at the
Board and dozens of people cane
hone. So these wonen touch the
powerful with their | ove and that
changed the course of history.

Thank you for your tinme.

(Appl ause.)
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MR, MARSHALL: Good
nor ni ng, everyone. Good norni ng,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good nor ni ng.

MR, MARSHALL: Good
norni ng, City Council nenbers.
Speci al good nmorning to Kendra
Br ooks and Happy Bl ack History
Month. M nane is Shakaboona
Marshal |, the Executive Director of
Human Rights Coalition. And |I'd
i ke to honor the wonen of Human
Rights Coalition as well as the
Coalition to Abolish Death By
I ncarceration, also known by the
acronym of CADBI .

I'"d like to appl aud t hem
for all the work they have been
doing for over 25 years in this
crimnal justice reform novenent.
They are the nothers of the

novenent. And that's what | |ike

Page 76

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 20/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT
to call them but everyone calls
themthat. And they do -- they
have done terrific work within this
city and within the state overall.

They have brought
attention to the inhumane treatnent
and conditions of solitary
confinement for people who are
confined in our Philadel phia county
jails as well as our Pennsylvani a
Departnent of Corrections. They
have hel ped out when we had the
COVID epidenmic wthin this country.
They hel ped out with incarcerated
peopl e and got the Governor to
start rel easing people who were
nonvi ol ent and who needed to be
out .

And t hey al so brought
attention to the Prison
Oversight -- independent Prison
Oversight Board that we're going to

try to elect com ng up soon. And
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we also help with voter
registration for fornmerly

I ncarcerated and justice-i npacted
peopl e.

And so, with that, 1'd
like to applaud ny nothers. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. MARSHALL: And nost
inportantly, 1'd like to applaud --
I'"d like to give honor and respect
to ny nother, ny biological nother,
Manma Pat, Patricia Marshal
Vickers, for all the terrific work
t hat she's done.

(Appl ause.)

MR. MARSHALL: She's a
human rights activist. She's a
human rights organizer known within
the city, within the state and
across the country. And | thank

you. Peace. GCod bless y'all
(Appl ause.)
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CH EF CLERK: My we
have Nat hani el Gines, Abul Faza
and Abul Fazez al so nake their way
to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

MR, GRIMES: Mbrning.

Pl easure to be here, especially to
honor all these wonen but in
particular Mama Patt. | work with
the Human Rights Coalition. And in
my role working on a |ocal archive,
whi ch houses |etters going back for
decades in and out of prisons.

Mama Patt's influence is
unm st akable in all of that, not
only in the countless letters that
she's witten and answered and
responded to but equally in her
| ess visible coordination of so
many canpai gns, events and eventual
victories for incarcerated people

and their famli es.
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And nore personally, |
found ny way to Mama Patt and the
Human Rights Coalition during a
time of extrene turbul ence. And as
peopl e said, the |ove and conmunity
t hat she enbodi ed hel ped ne feel at
home, hel ped encourage ne to use ny
skills constructively and al | owed
me to connect with people and
causes that have becone
foundational for ny life, so thank
you. Thanks to all of you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Abul Fazal, Abul Fazez. My Lynn
Landes, Jereny Bl atstein and Ashl ey
Redfern al so nmake their way to the
podi um

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

MR, HAFI Z: Good
nor ni ng, Council President,

est eened nenbers of the
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Phi | adel phia Cty Council and all
our honorabl e elected officials,

| eaders and respected guests,
greetings and congratul ati ons from
t he Bangl adesh American comunity
and t he peopl e of Bangl adesh.

My nane is Abdul Hafiz
Choudhury, nenber of the Board of
Di rectors Bangl adeshi Anerican
Communi ty Forum of Pennsyl vania and
al so a proud Bangl adeshi Aneri can.
| amtruly grateful for this
opportunity to testify in support
of the resolution introduced by
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahnmad.

Thi s resol ution
recogni zi ng Friday, February 21
2025 as International Mbther
Language Day, a day to honor the
menory of Salam Barkat, Rafiq,
Jabbar who on this day in 1952
sacrificed their lives to protect

the right to use their nother
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| anguage, Bangla, al so known as
Bengali. The declaration Rashtra
Bhasha Bangl a Chai, we demand
Bangl a as our state | anguage.

I n Novenber 1999, UNESCO
recogni zed the significance of the
di versity by decl aring February
21st as International Mother
Language Day, cel ebrating all
not her tongues around the world
Wi th deep respect for al
| anguages. | would like to
hi ghl i ght that a special survey as
remar ked Bengali as one of the
sweet est | anguages in the world.
The not her tongue plays a circular
rol e of accurate communi cati on and
exchange to ideas and cultura
identify. Thank you for your tine,
attention and support. W are
proud to stand with all of you

today. Thank you.
(Appl ause.)
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CH EF CLERK: W have
Lynn Landes. Then Jereny
Bl at stein, Ashley Redfern and then
Davi d Al exander Jenki ns.
(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)
M5. LANDES: MW nane is
Lynn Landes of
Saf estreetsphilly.org. | support
Resol uti on 240665, restricting
where nobil e service providers can
park in the 7th District, but it
doesn't go far enough. There is an
old saying, the road to hell is
paved with good intentions, and it
certainly applies in this case.
Mobi | e services can park
t hensel ves in any nei ghbor hood for
anyone to use is doing nore harm
t han good and shoul d be banned
t hroughout the city, not just in
certain | ocations in Kensington.

I f people need nobile services and
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t hey shoul d nake an appoi nt nent and
a nobil e service provider can cone
to their residence such as with
Meal s on Weel s.

| also wanted to take
this nonent, and | believe it does
agree with the Sunshine Act, that
this is sonething of concern that
there was in the light of the
numerous aircraft accidents, it was
an aircraft incident at Jefferson
Hlls Port, which is a block from
where ny husband and | |ive.

He is a forner airline
pilot and mlitary pilot and served
as a safety officer. He --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Hey, Ms. Lynn Landes.

How are you doi ng today? And |
know you're well-versed in public
comrent - -

M5. LANDES: You know

what |"'mdoing. |I'mfollow ng the
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Sunshi ne Act which is not what you
are doing. Wuen you restrict
comments to the agenda itens

only --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Can you stay focused on
the nobile services bill, ma' anf

M5. LANDES: -- that's
censor shi p.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yes, ma'am Coul d you
stay focused on the nobile services
bill.

M5. LANDES: 1'Il |eave
but what you're doing is censoring
people, and that's not allowed at
the --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Pl ease - -

MS. LANDES: My attorney
has sent a letter and --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Ckay. Tell him
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(i naudi bl e).

MR. BLATSTEIN. Hell o,
Gty Council and Council President
Johnson. How are you guys doi ng
today? |I'mgoing to start this off
as BTA, BTA, BTA, the parade
resolution -- all right.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Jereny, are we tal king
about the non-conformties bill put
before us?

MR, BLATSTEIN:  No, I'm
tal ki ng about the resolution that
actual ly got put up for the parade.
' mtal king about the parade, the
parade. | bleed for this city.
Not hi ng i s inpossible when we work
t oget her.

Mayor Parker received a
text nessage. Did you send a text
nessage? Who sent the text
nessage? The text nessage said

t hat Council mani c prerogative was
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getting ended. One of you sent it.
| want to know who sent the text
nessage. | did not send it.

Mayor Parker said that
one of you -- but the last thing |
will say it's related to the
literacy project. M father
created the --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Jereny, we tal king about
the legislation celebrating the
Phi | adel phi a Eagl es today that was
put forth --

MR. BLATSTEIN. |'m
pivoting, sir. [|'mtalking about
the prisons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The prison bill?

MR. BLATSTEIN.  Yes,
sir -- no, honoring the people
com ng out of prisons. Can | talk
about that?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Yes, you can.

MR BLATSTEIN. | |ike
the short |eash though today. |
appreci ate that because there was a
parade that was very sad that
happened, so |I really want everyone
to understand that as well, right,
of dead babies and children
t hroughout Gaza. So that's very
sad that happened yesterday.

But ny father started
the Prison Literacy Project at
Gaterford Prison. So today really
was very noving and | really
appreci ate the work that each and
every one of you are doing in the
prisons because it's really dear to
nmy heart that everybody deserves
dignity even if they're
I ncar cer at ed.

And raise your hand if
you rode SEPTA to Gty Hall in the

| ast week. Anybody, anybody from
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Council? Did you ride SEPTA -- oh,
Counci | man O Rour ke, you rode
SEPTA? Yeah, we |love to see it.
Thanks. | got cut off. W got a
little bit of back and forth. But
hey, thank you very much. And Go
Bi rds.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Ashl ey Redfern, David Al exander
Jenkins. And then may Muti A anu-
Gsagboro al so nmake their way to the
podi um

(Wtnesses approached
Wtness table.)

M5. REDFERN: Hi. CGood
nor ni ng, esteened nenbers of City
Counci |, conmmunity nenbers,
educati on and i nnovation
ent husi asts. |'m Ashl ey Redfern,
proud CEO of Anerican Paradi gm
School s and al so the vol unt eer
Education Director for the Tesla

Sci ence Foundati on.
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Today |'mhere with ny
col | eagues to express our strong
support for the Declaration of
February 24th as N kol a Tesl a
Sci ence Foundation Day in
Phi | adel phia. Tesla Science
Foundation participates in
community science events where our
vol unteers have participated at
Tacony Acadeny Charter School,
School of Rock in Philadel phia, the
Franklin Institute, Fourth on
Fourth Street in historic Fabric
Row and the Ethical Society of
Phi | adel phi a.
Way February 24th? In
1893, Ni kol a Tesla delivered a
groundbreaking | ecture at the
Franklin Institute where he
i ntroduced the principles of
alternating current, the induction
not or and the concept of w rel ess

energy transmssion. Hs visionary
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i deas transformthe way electricity
I s harnessed and used.

To prepare for the shift
in the science standards, our
educat ors have been col | aborating
t hrough the Pennsyl vani a Sci ence
Leader Network with public,
charter, parochial and ot her
educators to prepare for the shift
i n the science standards and be
ready for the science, technol ogy,
engi neering, environnental literacy
and sustainability standards.

Ni kol a Tesla inspires us
because he was not only an
I nventor, a visionary, but because
he al so stood by the noral prem se
that we are to invent and innovate
for the good of humanity. He
continues to be an inspiration for
us at the Tesla Science Foundation
and al so at American Paradi gm

School s, and particularly at Tacony
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Acadeny which has a specific

m ssion and vision on invention,

I nnovati on and probl em sol vi ng.
Thank you for your tinme and

attention today. Scientifically

yours.
(Appl ause.)
MR, JENKI NS:

M. President, | rise in favor of

Bill 240304-A. Despite ny
soneti nes uncanny resenbl ance of
t he fanmobus character fromthe drama
series P-Valley, | amactually
Davi d Al exander Jenkins and |
underscore this for the many bl ack
mar kers and outstretched probl ens
that asked ne to sign as | cane
i nto chanbers this norning.

You see, the truth is
t hat beyond the bel oved character
in ny shared outl ook on the role of
citizen, which he describes as a

house nother, and if such thing can
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be sort of condensed into the word,
one who | ooks out for the

di scarded, rejected and the oft
forgotten, an inportant distinction
bet ween us and his rule 29,763, you
ought be careful who you let into
the door in case you can't save
every single -- I'"'mnot going to
say that word.

It is nmy belief that
there is a door for everyone, which
shoul d and nust include an effort
to protect even those whomwe are
oft too confortable |Ieaving behind.
The Mayor has announced the vali ant
effort to provide 30,000 affordable
hones to the real estate offerings
i n Philadel phia. And |I am beyond
proud of this renewed focus on
housi ng our brothers and sisters in
need.

Certainly the work of

Counci | man Young, Squilla and
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Harrity will help to ensure that
Title 4 codes concerning buil ding,
construction and occupancy are mnet
wi th an anendnment which require
proof of insurance and certificates
for those who will cone to
participate in this effort.

But | ask the body to
consi der focusing keenly on
occupancy or the intended use of a
bui | ding categorized by the type of
people who wll occupy it, that in
| ockstep with regulating who wll
envi sion and create these 30,000
units, that a space be nade for the
5000 citizens who make the streets
of Phil adel phia their home, that we
prioritize making use of the
5000-plus buildings currently in
our land bank in collaboration Wth
decar boni zation efforts. And
finally, that we work to keep

people in their hones, as mghtily
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as we erect anew pl aces for
di spl aced citizens in Phil adel phi a.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Muti Aj amu- Gsagboro. May Ogbonna
Hagi ns and Keith Crippen al so nmake
their way to the podi um

(Wt nesses approached
Wtness table.)

MR AJAMJ- CSAGBORO.

(I naudi bl e) .

SERCGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Try
It now.

MR, AJAMJ CSAGBORO MWy
m c sounds nice, check one. |I'm

General Miti Aj amu- Gsagbor o.
General is ny title. Miti A anu-
Gsagboro is ny nane. And |I'mfrom
the great state of North
Phi | adel phia, city of Richard
All en.

|'mhere to tal k about

bill or resolution -- it's a bill
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actually, 240304-A, and it's

i ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Young,
Squilla and Harrity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Squi | | a.

MR, AJAMJ CSAGBORO
Thank you for the correction.
Matter of fact, magnificent rising
to you, M. President, and to this
august body. It tal ks about
ordi nance and anendi ng Subcode A,

t he Phil adel phia Adm nistrative
Code, Title 4 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, which is really ny focus, the
Bui | di ng Constructi on and GCccupancy
Code.

Just off the top of ny
done, the language is too cryptic.
| woul d suggest to this body that
when you put out things of this
nature, you nmake it so the average
Jane and John Q Public can

understand it. There's sone
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things -- it's alnost as if it was
either witten by a | awer or
sonebody who consulted --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: He is a | awer.

MR, AJAMJ OSAGBORO: Wy
did I not know that. And they
don't do us service in ternms of
educating the public. That's why
we have a problemw th
gentrification in the city. And |
woul d be remiss if | didn't nention
the fact to apologize to
Counci | menber Rue Landau because |
forgot to nention her when |
mentioned those five beautiful
stars, that Pentagon star that
represents light in this fiscal
dark tinme. They represent our
gui de, the way out.

So unfortunately, |'ve
went over ny tine as usual. But as

al ways, it's an absol ute pl easure.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  And al so, just for the
record when you get a chance,
probably after Council, | just
encourage you to have a
conversation with the gentl eman
Counci | menber Young who can
actually give you an overvi ew of
what the bill actually stands for
in layman's terns, if that's okay
Wi th you.

MR AJAMJ- CSAGBORO.
WIl do. Absolutely.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Al right. Thank you,
sir.

(Appl ause.)

MR HAG NS:. (Ogbonna
Hagi ns, fourth generation chattel
slavery survivor. |1'd like to send
congratul ations to the Sinon Gatz
Hi gh School football team on

wi nni ng the 2024 Public League
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Chanpi onship for -- their
resilience and excell ence are
undeni abl e.

They worked hard and
they followed the rul es, but
honoring these young chanpi ons,
celebrating their discipline and
comm t nent and whil e defying
federal |aw by maintaining
sanctuary city status.

Congratul ations to the Sinon Gatz
footbal |l team

| wonder did you bother
to nmention to themthat funding for
their education and future wll be
cut because you're nore focused on
protecting people who aren't even
here legally. Congratulations to
the Sinon Gratz football team

6 out of 10 high school
graduates in this city can't read,
they can't wite and they can't do

mat h on a high school level. But
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you' re busy funneling resources
el sewhere. Congratulations to the
Sinmon Gratz football team

| s that your idea of
| eader shi p, giving these young nen
a citation while quietly preparing
themto suffer the consequences of
your choices. City Council, what
are you going to do?
Congratul ations to the Sinon Gatz
football team because these young
chanpi ons deserve nore than just
enpty praise and hol | ow gestures.

They deserve the sane
resources and opportunities that
you' ve handed to others.
Congratulations to the Sinon G atz
football team And 6 out of 10,
they won't be able to read, wite
or do math when they graduate but
congratul ations to the Sinon Gatz
football team (Ogbonna Hagi ns,

unseat ed council president. Over
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and out.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Pl ease call the next
person.

CH EF CLERK: Keith
Cri ppen.

(Wt ness approached
Wtness table.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Cerk, please call the
next person for public comment.

CH EF CLERK: Keith
Cri ppen.

MR, CRI PPEN: Good
nor ni ng, everybody. How s
everybody doing? 1'd like to first
of all say ny nanme is Keith Crippen
and we want to say thank you and
gracious for the Gatz footbal
team but our conpany, we
speci alize in the greatest
afterschool prograns ever that is

not sports.
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And | think one of the
things that really nakes a
difference is the arts in the
schools, if we can have them So
we're trying to do what the point
of getting the other kids that are
not in sports being part of all
great est afterschool prograns ever
to be part of a school.

So we want to cone into
the schools to be put this event
on. And it's called Battle of the
Fashi on Scenes that we woul d | ove
to be part of the schools.

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS:  Thank
you. Are you done?

MR. CRI PPEN:. No, |
wasn't done. | just want to say
right nowit's just to the point
that we just need nore afterschoo
prograns in the schools, and | just
want to be clear with that.

Because after we play football,
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after we do track, after we do
cheerl eading, you still got 1600

ot her students left. So if we can
get stuff |like that going on, maybe
we can stop all the stuff that

m ght be happening in the schools
to cal m down because we took it to
a whole different level |ike they
do sports.

Sports is at a whole
different level that we can't even
under stand how high it is because
when you get to a certain part of
your tinme of being in school, you
becone a prodigy. And once you
becone a prodi gy, everything
changes. Wy can't a person
pl aying the flute, why can't they
be part of a prodigy? Wy can't a
person playing the piano, why can't
t hey becone a prodigy? Because it
hasn't got to that |evel yet. And

nobody can see to put it to a
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level. So we need to be able to do
sonet hing like that.

So I'mjust going ny
| ast thing before | say -- we're
comng up with an event called
Battl e of the Fashion Scenes. |It's
64 high schools, 8 high schools in
each city. |If they win their
prelimnary in their city, they
cone to Phil adel phia. The
chanpi onship will be at the Wells
Fargo Center.

First prize is $20,000
and a catered party at the school.
And all the w nners receive
chanpi onship rings, just like they
wer e playi ng basketbal |, football
|"mjust saying like --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch, sir.
Appr eci ate you.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |

Presi dent, there are no further
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menbers for public conment.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

W will now consider the
bills and resolutions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar s.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
241097.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on honoring the Sinon Gatz
Hi gh School Football Team for
Wi nni ng the 2024 Public League
Chanpi onshi p and cel ebrating their
resilience and excell ence.

I ntroduced by Counci | nenber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Bass for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 241097.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you, M. President and
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col | eagues.

| nove for the adoption
of this resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 241097 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it, the
notion carries and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read any additional resolutions on
today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A

Page 106

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 20/ 2025

2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
privileged resolution comendi ng
and recogni zing NFL Hall of Famer
Merrill Reese for his nearly fifty-
year career as the voice of the
Phi | adel phi a Eagles, and his
exceptional contributions to
br oadcasting and sports.

I nt roduced by Counci | menber
Phillips on behal f of Council
Presi dent Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

On behal f of Council
Presi dent Johnson, | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the

resol uti on be adopt ed.
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Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol uti on recogni zi ng February 20,
2025 as World Day of Social Justice
in the Gty of Philadel phia.

I ntroduced by Council menber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption

of the resol ution.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
life and | egacy of |egendary jazz
host Bob Perkins. [Introduced by

Counci | menber Young.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Young for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the

resol ution is adopt ed.
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WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and cel ebrati ng Queen Judith
Robi nson for her tireless advocacy,
i nsi stence on being heard and for
her work to anplify voices of
communities in North Phil adel phia
for the benefit of the entire city
of Phil adel phia, on the occasion of
Bl ack Hi story Mont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Brooks for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Adoption of the resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Second.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopti on.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution authorizing
the Commttee on the Environnent to
conduct a hearing to eval uate
progress on the inplenentation of
the Philly Tree Plan to determ ne

how to expedite progress and what,
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i f any, additional policies m ght
pronote the City's sustainable
greeni ng goals. Introduced by
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Gauthier for a notion
on the resolution.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution celebrating
and commendi ng Martha Wl lianms for
her commtnent to her conmunities,
fam |y and peopl e across
Phi | adel phia, and for her
I nsi stence on seeing the humanity
of people who are incarcerated, on
t he occasion of Black History
Mont h. I ntroduced by Council nenber
Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |

nove for the adoption of the
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resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
celebrating Patricia "Mama Patt”

Vi ckers for her work to | ove and
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care for people across
Phi | adel phia, her commtnent to
justice and her resolve to reduce
the suffering of incarcerated
peopl e, on the occasion of Black
Hi story Month. Introduced by
Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Brooks for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution celebrating
and recogni zing Sandra "Nan" Hil
for her relentless work to i nprove
the lives of people around her and
to recognize the dignity of every
person, particularly people who are
I ncarcerated, on the occasion of
Black Hi story Month. [Introduced by
Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Brooks for a notion

on the resol ution.
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COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A

privileged resolution honoring and
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cel ebrating Yvonne Newkirk as a
pillar of her conmunity for her
relentl ess work to inprove the
lives and protect the dignity of
peopl e who are incarcerated across
Pennsyl vani a, on the occasion of
Bl ack Hi story Month. |Introduced by
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Brooks for a notion
on the resolution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol ution shoul d be adopted.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying

aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resolution honoring and
celebrating the life of Brenda
Harris, one of the founding nenbers
of the Coalition to Abolish Death
By I ncarceration, CADBI, and a
Bl ack woman whose profound | ove of
her communities inproved the |ives
of her nei ghbors and peopl e across
Phi | adel phi a, on the occasion of
Bl ack History Month. |Introduced by
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Brooks for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please

read the title of the next
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resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution celebrating
and honoring Lorraine "Ms. Dee
Dee" Haw for her constant pursuit
of justice, her ability to speak
truth to power across Phil adel phia
and Pennsyl vani a, and for her
infinite love for the people and
conmuni ties around her, on the
occasi on of Black H story Month.

I ntroduced by Counci | menber Brooks,

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Brooks for a notion
on the resolution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROOKS: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and

properly seconded that the
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resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
public servants at the local, state
and federal |evel who nmade the
unf orgettabl e Eagl es Super Bow
Par ade possi bl e, and recogni zi ng
all public servants for their
dedi cation to the communities they

serve. Introduced by Council nenber
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O Rour ke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber O Rourke for a notion
on the resolution.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: |
nove the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the

resol ution is adopt ed.
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WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution honoring and
recogni zi ng the Tesla Sci ence
Foundati on, TSF, by declaring
February 24th, 2025 "Tesla Science
Foundati on Day" in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, celebrating the work
of TSF in cultivating scientific
I nnovati on and advanci ng the | egacy
of Nikola Tesla in the city of
Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Driscoll for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:

M. President, | nove for the
adopti on of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution calling for
the preservation of the University
of the Arts' Ham lton Hall and
Furness Hall, as vital spaces for

the arts in the Gty of
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Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Squilla on behal f of
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci |l menber Squilla for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Friday, February 21, 2025 as
I nternational Mther Language Day
to honor the brave souls who, on
this day in 1952, sacrificed their
lives to retain the right to use
their nother | anguage Bangl a al so
known as Bengali. |Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Ahnad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahmad for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
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of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
resolutions in nmy possession.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  That conpl etes our
Cal endar for today.

Are there any speeches
on behalf of the Mnority?

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President, and
thank you to all ny coll eagues who
joined me today in wearing a pin or
African attire to cel ebrate Bl ack
Hi story Mbont h.

As | mentioned before,
for me Black Hi story Month is just
not about fanmous Bl ack Americans of
the past. It's about the history
that is being made right now in our
nei ghbor hoods. [It's about the
unsung heroes that are putting in
wor k every day to make our
communi ty stronger.

This week |'m honori ng

Bl ack wonen who are | eadi ng our

Page 130

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 20/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
fight against mass incarceration
through their work in a Coalition
to end Death By Incarceration or
CADBI. They are nothers and famly
nmenbers of people who are
i ncar cerated, and they have been
dedi cat ed, they have dedi cated
their lives to freedom not just
the ones of their |oved ones but
for all of us.

So today as part of our
celebration for Black Hi story Mnth
we are honoring six heroes:

Ms. Yvonne Newkirk, M. Sandra
"Nan" HIl, Ms. Patricia "Mma
Patt" Vickers, Ms. Martha WIIians
"Ms. Dee Dee" Lorraine Haw and

Ms. Brenda Harris. Each of you

al so received a copy of the Sayings
by Nan Hi I, a book by Nan, one of
our heroes that we recommended

t oday.

| Iove this book. | net
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Nan at -- well, I've seen her
several tinmes but | was given this
book at a holiday cel ebration, and
| took it hone and read it. And |
was |ike, oh, wow, this is very
nmoving. So | wanted to make sure
that we honored her and that's how
this all came about, about honoring
the wonen in a decarceration
novenent .

| also introduced a

resolution to honor another North
Phi | adel phia activist, Queen Judith
Robi nson. She is a Bl ack wonman
from North Phil adel phia who was
unapol ogeti c about standing up for
our people in our comrmunities.
She's been in this room many, nany
times over the years, insisting
that Gty Council listen and take
action to expand opportunities for
housing. So I'mglad to have the

opportunity to recogni ze her work
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and her spirit as an active citizen
today. | saw her in the audi ence.

Today | al so passed a
resol uti on condemi ng the
unconstitutional actions of the
so-call ed the Departnent of
Governnent Efficiency or DOGE.

This is not a legitimte body. It
was created w thout the approval of
Congress by its | eader Elon Misk
and has not been confirned by the
Senat e.

The billionaires who now
run Washi ngton created DOGE in
order to destroy anything that
stands in the way of them gaining
nore wealth and nore power. G vil
servants here in Phil adel phi a have
already lost their jobs and cuts to
services will soon follow. At the
VA Hospital, at the |Independent
Park and at our cities,

uni versities and hospital, the
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federal governnent is the second
| ar gest enpl oyer in Phil adel phi a,
and federal cuts by DOGE w || cost
t housands of jobs and $200 million
in funding for our city.

This will inpact small
busi ness, service sector jobs,
tourism especially as we head
towards our cel ebration of the 250
years of |ndependence. This right
here is unprecedented, is
unconstitutional and unacceptabl e.
Thank you so nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber N chol as O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. President.

There i s another word
fromthe Mnority today, and that
word is servants. Today |

i ntroduced a resol ution honoring
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| ocal, state and federal public
servants who nade the Eagl es
victory Super Bow Parade possible.

| want to -- and |

wanted to recognize it with a
resolution for | think what many of
us wtnessed on that day,
Val entine's Day, V-Day really,
Victory and Val entine's.

A mllion people, | was
up there with nost of ny coll eagues
on top of the bus. W had us a
good ole time. | think I still got
a shot of Fireball sonebody rocked
at ny head. A mllion people,
right. We saw and w tnessed t hat
fromthe Sportsplex all the way to
the steps of the Art Museum A
mllion people in the height of
pol ari zed ti nes on one accord.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yep.

(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: |
have been westling since the
spring through the sumer, and ny
staff will tell you the same, with
t he question of how we becone a
peopl e, how we becone a community
in these times. | think that the
parade, the victory parade, was a
living sernon on what actually
constitutes a conmunity, what
actually constitutes, nmakes for a
peopl e.

St. Augustine, who is
the father of the Western Church,
wote in a book called The Cty of
God, in the 19th book, that when it
comes to defining a people, that
t he common obj ect that what nakes
them a people is what they | ove,
that the common object of their
| ove is what makes them a peopl e.
Central to realizing an actua

common |ife together, to realizing
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bel oved community is love. It's so
sinmple we would trip over it
| ooki ng for sonething conplicated.
Just | ove.

| woul d hope that we
woul d al |l ow ourselves to relish in
that nonent to not nove too quickly
past the mracle of what we saw
| ast Friday throughout this city,
that literally has the word | ove
baked into its nane, that we
woul dn't nove too fast. W would
relish that, because |I certainly
bel i eve that we could use nore of
themin this tine and | et
Phi | adel phi a be the trendsetter
it's always been on how we ought to
live and becone and be a peopl e.
Go Birds.

But beyond this event,
the resolution al so recogni zes the
tirel ess dedication of all public

servants to the conmunities that
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they serve. Mdre than 3000 workers
across all City departnents, along
with state and federal partners,
put in long hours to ensure the
parade was a safe and a joyous
celebration for all Philadel phi ans
and nei ghbors, SEPTA conductors,
bus drivers, staff played a vital
role in transporting thousands of
fans safely into the city and back
home after the event. Crews from
the departnents of streets and
sanitation worked for days in
advance.

Y all saw the barricades
goi ng up al nost the day of the
Super Bowl to prepare for the
parade and continue their efforts
fromearly Saturday norning until
| ate at night, ensuring the streets
were cleared of trash and debris.
Fire Departnent nedics provided

ener gency assi stance, including
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l'ifesaving care, y'all know that,
to two individuals who suffered
gunshot wounds near the Parkway.

The PPD, the
Phi | adel phi a Pol i ce Departnent,
wor ked qui ckly to ensure people in
the area and ot her parade-goers
were actually safe. Public
servants do crucial work ensuring
that essential services function
snoot hl y.

And we woul d be rem ss
if we didn't acknow edge that under
the Trunp adm nistration, the
Trunp- Musk adm ni stration, that
their work has been repeatedly
underm ned by reckless efforts to
shrink the federal governnent, cuts
to critical agencies, attacks on
| abor protections, et cetera,
weaken the ability of public
servants, all of us, to do our jobs

effectively.
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These actions don't just
har m gover nment workers. They
directly inpact working-class,
wor ki ng- poor Phi | adel phi ans who
rely on public services every
single day. So it's critical to
recogni ze, to support and protect
the work of public servants not
just in nonents of cel ebration but
every single day, because our
comuni ti es depend on them
Publ i c servants shoul d
not only be appreciated, but they
shoul d be supported, protected and
invested in. But because we're
seei ng the exact opposite in
Washi ngton today, | wanted to say
to the federal workers in Philly
know t hat we see you. Leader
Br ooks has already nentioned this.
W were together last night. |
want to just echo that as well.

And we want to support
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you as the world's richest idiots
mess wth the conditions of your
| abor. And as awful as this
situation is, | want to echo AFCE' s
| eadership in saying, please, if
you can, y'all, hold the line. The
Presi dent and his co-president are
trying to chase you out for a
reason.

But what we have | earned
on |l ast Friday, on V-Day,
Val entine's and Victory, together
we're nore powerful than you may
feel right now Please don't
forget that. Renenber that. Thank
you. dory to God.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes --
any speeches on behalf of the
Majority.

The Chair recogni zes

Majority G | nore Ri chardson.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very nmuch. M. President, first |
of fer a happy birthday to our
col | eague Rue Landau. It's
wonderful to have a birthday on an
actual Council session. So happy
birthday to you.

Again, M. President,
today | rise in support of and in
solidarity with nmy sister, our
sister, our collective community
sister, Chef Keira, who's the owner
of Chubby Chicks. [It's |ocated at
1111 WAl nut Street here in Center
Cty, Philadelphia. It's in the
District of our colleague
Counci | renber Mark Squill a.

And | want to thank
Counci | menber Squilla who was on
the phone with ne | ate Sunday ni ght
offering his help and support to

Chef Keira after seeing the post
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fromDr. Afia, who by the way is
our National Coalition of 100 Bl ack
Wnen Pennsyl vani a Chapter sister,
after she shared her now viral post
over the weekend, we now know where
we are.

And | want to thank you,
Council President, for taking tine
out of your very busy schedule to
visit and support Chef Keira
yesterday. | want to thank our
col | eagues across this body and
also in the State House, sone of
our Conm ssioners. | know Chairman
Sabir was there and also State
Representati ve Amen Brown.

And | want to thank al
of not only the elected officials
but fell ow Phil adel phi ans and t hose
across the regi on who have offered
their | ove and support for Chef
Keira in times like these. |It's

i nperative for us as |eaders in
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this city to stand up for what is
right, particularly for a small
busi ness owner, and we'll say
particularly for sonmeone who is a
hi storically di sadvant aged busi ness
owner who is investing in our city.

She's making a positive
i mpact in our community, she's
enpl oyi ng peopl e and she's just
trying to do the right thing. |
was deeply disturbed and
di sheartened after listening to
what she has endured at 1111 WAl nut
Street; harassnent, intimdation
and just pure ignorance. And she's
endured all of that while seeking
to operate her business that she
noved from Bl ackwood, New Jersey
here to Downt own Phi | adel phi a.

No one shoul d have to
endure the type of behavior that
she has endured. No one should

have to deal with individuals
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pl aci ng dead rodents and vermn
outside of their business trying to
di ssuade others from patroni zi ng
her business. No one should have
to deal with concocted bad reviews
seeking to get individuals not to
patroni ze her business. She shoul d
not have to deal with the things
that she has dealt with here in our
city.

So | rise today in
support of Chef Keira, in support
of Chubby Chicks, in support of all
of the Black wonen across the city
of Phil adel phia who are wor ki ng
hard and who are busi ness owners
and doi ng the very best that they
can wth what they have.

And so today,
col | eagues, | had the opportunity
to go buy Chubby Chicks at
8 o'clock this norning and | did

order sonething nice for every
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si ngl e nmenber of Philadelphia Cty
Council, and it's being freshly
made for each of you. And upon its
conpletion will be delivered to
each of your offices. And | want
to be clear for the record: | paid
for it. It was not a gift, but it
is agift to you, ny colleagues of
Phi | adel phia Cty Council, in
support of Chubby Chicks and Chef

Kei r a.

Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent .

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | think the bright spot

in this whole situation, you know,
a book | read that says, He'll make
your enem es your footstool. And
now, she has so nuch busi ness.

It's so overwhel m ng that they
can't even keep up with the crowds

and crowds of people show ng up.
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And so, | told the young | ady and
the staff just to keep her head up
and continue to keep noving
f orwar d

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Whip Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President.

| just want to take a
nmonent to first and forenost invite
all of ny colleagues as well as
everybody, the listening public to
t he chanpi onship ganes this
weekend. We had an opportunity to
celebrate Gratz wi nning one of our
f oot bal I chanpi onshi ps.

I f you don't know,
there's six classifications in the
Commonweal t h of Pennsylvania as it
relates to interschol astic
athletics, and they were able to
w n one of our classification

chanpi onshi ps. This weekend we
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have our Catholic League and Public
League chanpi onshi ps --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Is it Roman? s it
Roman?

COUNCI LMAN THOMAS:  Yep,
Roman Catholic is one of the teans.
And | don't really want to give
them a shout-out, but | guess |
just did.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Who is Roman pl ayi ng?

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Roman is playing agai nst Judge in
the --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Oh, the Judge guys, okay,
i n the Northeast.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: And
I mhotep is playing agai nst Fels.
And it's Fels first tinme in the
Publ i ¢ League chanpi onshi p, so

congratulations to them That's on
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the boy's side. There's boys and
gi rl s chanpi onshi ps happening this
weekend. All ganes wll be on
Sunday.

| ' m encour agi ng
everybody to cone out this weekend
and support our student athletes
both in the Catholic League and in
the Public League, but especially
in the Public League. The Public
League Chanpi onshi p ganes hasn't
had the attendance that we know
that those young peopl e essentially
deserve, and both of those ganes
are going to be taking place at
La Salle University. So anybody
that's available, | will push folks
and encourage fol ks to conme out and
support our student athletes.
Al so, | want to say

t hank you to everybody includi ng
you, Council President, who

supported our Vision Zero hearing
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t hat happened earlier this week.
If you don't know, City Council has
been | aser-sharp focused on issues
related to transportation,
traveling, whether it's a SEPTA,
i ke the advocacy that we hear on
t he consi stent basis, or
pedestrians, cyclists, people who
drive. Watever your option of
traveling is, we want to nake sure
that you can do it and do it in a
responsi bl e and safe way.

So | appreciate
everybody's support with the Vision
Zero hearing. And | |ook forward
to getting a |lot nore questions
answered when we transition into
budget and budget negoti ati ons over
t he next coupl e nonths.

Thank you, Counci
President. Thank you, coll eagues.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON: Thank you. Thank you for
your | eadership on it.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you, M. President.

Today | introduced a
bill that takes one nore step
towards ny conmtnent to keeping
our nei ghborhoods safe, healthy and
thriving. W all know that strong
communities are built on nutual
respect and responsibility, and
that includes the responsibility of
| ocal businesses to operate in a
way that supports not harns the
nei ghbor hoods in which they serve.

Last night we hosted a
community nmeeting to hear directly
fromthe people inpacted by yet
anot her business that threatens to
becone a nui sance and inpact their

quality of life. This business
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opened up with no license, no
permts and no certificate of
occupancy.

They sell | oose
cigarettes. They're a bl ock away
froma school and two doors down
froma day care. They have exposed
wires and radi ator pipes, and it
was freezing inside. The nuisance
police officers, L& and the
District Attorney's office and
other City workers showed up at the
conmmunity neeting to answer
guestions, but the owners of the
est abl i shment never cane, even
t hough they said they woul d.

So at the end of the
neeting, our neeting, we went there
and we shared our concerns about
busi nesses di sregardi ng safety
regul ati ons, changing their
operati ons w thout approval and

putting our famlies and
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nei ghbor hoods at risk. Your voice
has nmade it clear. W need
stronger tools to address these
i ssues head-on. And that's why we
i ntroduced a new ordi nance to anend
Section 6-503 of The Phil adel phi a
Code.

This bill gives the City
the authority to suspend, revoke or
deny the renewal of |icenses for
busi nesses that fail to conply with
state regulations like cigarette
sal es or that nake significant
unaut hori zed changes to their floor
pl ans, which is essentially w thout
any permts.

These rules are in place
to ensure public safety, and
busi nesses that choose to ignore
t hem cannot be allowed to put our
communities in harms way. This
isn't about punishing businesses

that play by the rules. It is
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about hol di ng account abl e t hose
that don't.

When busi nesses operate
responsi bly, we all benefit. Qur
streets are safer, our
nei ghbor hoods are stronger and
trust between residents and | ocal
establishnment grows. | want to
t hank everyone who cane out to our
neeting | ast night on Qgontz Avenue
and shared their stories and ideas.
Your input has been invaluable in
shaping this legislation. And
t oget her we can ensure that
Phi | adel phia remains a city where
busi nesses are partners in progress
and not sources of danger. W want
good busi nesses in our comrunities
and our businesses. W need
busi nesses in our community because
we need the revenue here in the
city of Phil adel phi a.

And, M. President, |
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just wanted to nmake a nention that
the business that |"mreferring to
when t hey opened up, they opened up
m ssing alnost all of the things
that were required to open a
busi ness. Again, no license to
operate, no permts to do the work
t hat was done, no cigarette/tobacco
license, selling fake cigarettes
t hat can make people sick, selling
ot her tobacco products w thout any
license, selling drug paraphernalia
such as crack pipes, bongs, mn
propane |ighters to cook, scales to
wei gh. There was no tax |icensing,
et cetera, no heat as radiators
were renoved, also wires were just
exposed and dangerous and all while
operating 24/7 and two doors down
froma day care and down the street
froman elenentary school and with
a drug rehabilitation facility

nearby. Totally, totally, totally
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unaccept abl e.

And so, we went online
and we posted live last night. And
| have to say | was quite surprised
at the nunber of people who felt
i ke operating in this manner was
absol utely accept abl e and
appropriate in our communities.

And so, for those people
| only have to say that we're going
to do this and we're going to do
nore of it and that people cannot
operate in our comrunities in any
ole way that they feel |ike they've
been able to do in the past, that
people are sick and tired of being
sick and tired of the way they
operate and the influence that they
draw, the types of fol ks that they
draw in and the foolishness that
they draw in to our communities.
And so, this was Stop 1, but you'l

be hearing nore.
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Thank you,
M. President.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Menber Bass, you've been
very consistent on this issue about
at | east 13 years, consistently
addr essi ng nui sance establishnents.
They're pretty nmuch prey on Bl ack
and Brown communities. Thank you
for your | eadership.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | woman Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

Today | introduced a
resol uti on condemmi ng President
Donald Trunp for |ikening hinself
to a king.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Yest erday President Trunp said the

qui et part out |oud when he
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referred to hinself as the king of
the United States of Anerica and
posted an illustration of hinself
wearing a crown. A President's
words matter. Even if he later
tries to play this off as a joke,
it isn't funny. Rather it is
abnormal , it is inappropriate and
it is outright dangerous. And
people need to hear this fromtheir
el ected officials.

During his first nonth
in office, Trunp proved through his
actions that he truly considers
hi nsel f our nonarch, not our
president. Trunp tried to
unilaterally eradi cate our
constitutional right to birthright
citizenship. Trunp tried to shut
our federal agencies and prograns
mandat ed into | aw by Congress, and
Trunp decl ared that he is above the

| aw.
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America once had a king,
but al nost 250 years ago here in
Phi | adel phia we freed our nation
froma nonarch's tyranny and fought
for the nmodern world's first
governnment for the people, by the
peopl e.

For about 250 years
every single President has
dutifully upheld this norm
protecting the separation of powers
and reaffirmng that there is no
king of Anmerica. By betraying his
oath to preserve, protect and
defend the Constitution, Trunp
noves us closer to tyranny than we
have ever been since 1776.

| generally try not to
i nject federal politics into this
chanber. But as the place where
the Constitution was ratified, the
City of Phil adel phia has a

responsibility to condemm this
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tyranni cal assault on our
Constitution and reaffirm how
treacherous it is for the President
of the United States to refer to
himself as a king. W won't stand
for it. Thank you so much.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  For the record | amthe
President of Gty Council, but |
know | work for all of you. So no
crowns over here. Good job

The Chair recognizes the
Counci | mrenber Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

| am so pl eased and
honored that | work with this body,
that every tinme we neet are
standing up for those who don't
have their voices heard. So | am
grateful to be here.

And thank you to this
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body for endorsing the resol ution
that | passed today and we adopted
today and this resolution was
recogni zi ng February 21st as
I nternational Mdther Language Day.
And before | go further, | want to
acknow edge our amazing intern,
Nuzhat Tajrin, who's sitting behind
me -- please stand up -- who
actually did a | ot of research and
put this resolution together. She
is a senior at Tenple University
majoring in public health, and we
are very happy to have her in our
of fice thanks to your allow ng us
to have two interns. So thank you,
Council President, for that.

But | just wanted to
briefly talk about why this is such
an inportant issue that | brought
up as a resolution because on this
day in 1952 activists where I'm

from which is now call ed the
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Country of Bangl adesh, sacrificed
their lives during the Bengal
Language Movenent to safeguard
rights to use their nother
| anguage, Bangl a, al so known as
Bengal i. These were four nedical
students who lost their lives that
day and ever since that we have
been commenvorating that day.

And | renenber as a
child waking up at the crack of
just before 12:00 wal king with
t housands of people in the city
towards a nonunent that was built
for themto renmenber what the
sacrifice was. And that sacrifice
actually was the inpetus for the
I ndependence of Bangl adesh. That
was the start of working for that.
So from'52 to 1971 it took that
|l ong for people to fight to
actual |y have i ndependence. So

that is why this is such a critical
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I ssue for ne particularly and all
those fromny comunity who live in
this country.

| also want to
acknow edge M. Abul Fazal, who is
the Director of International
Center for Mdther Language here in
Pennsyl vania. He actually has a
replica of the nmonunent that was
put up in Bangl adesh, and that is
cal | ed Shaheed M nar, where
everybody wal ks to and we have one
of those right here in
Pennsyl vani a, right outside
Phi | adel phia that M. Abul
(i naudi bl e) every 21st -- in fact,
toni ght people will be gathering
before 12:00 to go to that nonunent
and commenorate this day.

| al so want to thank
M. Abdul Hafiz Choudhry, who
testified today. He's fromthe

Bangl adeshi Anerican Conmunity
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Forum of Pennsyl vani a and many
ot hers who are here because we want
to underscore that |anguage is
vital for comunication and is al so
a source of pride, especially
connecting individuals to their
roots and heritage.

Language is crucial for
growt h and prosperity of our human
soci ety because it allows people to
conmmuni cate, foster connections and
create a sense of comunity.

I nternational Mther Language Day,
and 1'll say it in Bangla (Bangl a
translation), raises awareness
about the inportance of preserving
l'i ngui stic diversity, devel oping
good citizenship, social justice
and equal access to education for
all and advocating for nulti-
lingualismto foster success.

And | wanted to just

tal k about the connections, what we
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are seeing now At a time in our
country here that | call hone, we
are at crossroads with so nuch
dest abi li zati on underway. And |
| ook at the struggles of different
soci eties and countries who have
f ought against injustice and evil,
you know, that's all | can call it,
and have prevail ed, sonetines at
great cost, but prevailed
nonet hel ess. And today is a
comenor ati on of that struggle of
people far away in a |land far away
from here, but the sentinent of
fighting for your nother tongue,
fighting for your rights is what we
are really commenorating today. So
t hank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes

Counci |l man Jeffrey Jay Young.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| want to thank ny
col | eagues today for passing a
resol ution honoring the life of
jazz radio | egend Bob Perkins. M
father loved jazz, so | tried to
shed light to that community as
much as | can to honor ny father's
| egacy as wel | .

Last night we held a
neeting at Little Flower in the
Hunti ng Park conmunity to discuss
zoning. It was a very well -
attended neeti ng where comrunity
menbers, sonme were introduced to
zoning for the first tinme. Ohers
has sonme know edge of it, but we
want to nmake sure comunities
menbers understand what zoning is
and how it affects your life.

In that sane

nei ghbor hood, in that sanme buil ding
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on March 12th and April 16th there
will be followups to those zoni ng
neetings as we plan to remap the
5th District portion of the Hunting
Park community, so | | ook forward
to seeing the comunity residents
at those neetings again.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: As a point of
i nformati on, Menber Young, could
you just clarify to the greater
publ i c what remappi ng neans.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:
Remapping is a process where we go
about to correct or change the
underlyi ng base zoning districts of
comunities. Sonetines there is a
use that doesn't match what the
base zoning district is. So what
we're doing is we're | ooking
t hr oughout the nei ghborhoods to see
what type of corrective actions

need to be taken in order to nake

Page 167

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 20/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
sure that the zoning matches the
actual uses that are there in the
comunity. And also, to |ook
forward to the future to see what
uses that community would like to
see in the future as well.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You're having comunity
nmeetings, including the community
about their process, correct?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Yes,

At this very nonent as
we speak, there's a record clearing
clinic sponsored by the Ofice of
Re-entry Partnershi ps and Net
Community Care CUA 7 at the Hank
Gat hers Recreation Center at 2501
Di anond Street. So if anyone who's
| istening, you can go to that
particular rec center right nowto
get information on record clearing.

They' Il be there until 1:00 p. m
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Al so tonight there's a
comuni ty neeting hosted by the
Wat er Departnent at 12th and
Canbri dge Rec Center to tal k about
stormvat er infrastructure systens
there. So if anyone in the 12th
and Canbridge area would like to go
to a conmunity neeting tonight, the
Water Departnent will be there.
They' Il be there to answer all your
qguesti ons about water
I nfrastructure.

This Saturday there's a
Bl ack Hi story Month cel ebration
hosted by comunity activist Denise
Ri pl ey at the Col unbia North YMCA
that will take place from2:30 to
7:00 ppm So if you're in that
area and would like to celebrate
Bl ack history with community
menbers, that'll be a great
| ocation to go to.

Tonorrow in the Hunting
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Par k nei ghbor hood as well North 10,
which is a community center, wll
hold a skate party in honor of the
| egacy of the former Carnen Garden
Skating Rink in North Philly, and
that'll be from6:00 to 10: 00
tonorrow evening. That's where
['"l'l be tonorrow evening.

And al so tonorrow
eveni ng, NOMO Foundati on North,
| ocated at 925 North Broad Street,
will be hosting a Parent Cafe from
6:00 to 7: 00 p. m

On Monday there's a
Bl ack Hi story Month job fair at
Tenpl e University's Howard Gttis
Student Center at 13th and
Mont gonery that is sponsored by
Tenpl e University and the U ban
League of Phil adel phi a.

So there are a | ot of
events happening, a |lot of things

happening in North Philadel phia in
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the 5th Council District. And |
want to be able to continue to be a
resource to ny comunity and
offering the things that are
happeni ng.

But | ast but certainly
not least, M. President, this
Saturday is actually ny son's 7th
birthday. So | want to wish a
Happy 7th Birthday to Parker. But
even nore inportant than that,

Par ker' s great-grandnot her, ny
grandnmomin-1law, G andma Jenny, she
listens to City Council faithfully
every Thursday on WURD, and
tonorrow she turns 90 years ol d.

So Happy Birthday, G andma Jenny.

I ook forward to seeing you this
weekend.

Thank you,

M. President.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  You're wel conme. You
said, nother-in-law, correct?

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:

G andnot her-in- | aw.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Grandnot her-in-1 aw.
In-law, smart man. Happy birthday.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI L\WOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

I"d Iike to al so begin
by saying thank you to all of our
public servants who made sure that
on Friday the parade was anazi ng.
| think their comm tnent to nmaking
sure that we received guests from
all parts of the US. Their pre-
and post-preparations were an
amazing -- it was actually
overwhel m ng to ne.

| want to say thank you

t o Counci |l nenber O Rour ke who nade
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t he experience nuch nore enjoyable
with all his craziness. You saw a
di fferent side of Council nenber
O Rourke on Friday. And so, |
appreci ate being able to have
experienced that with all of you,
all of ny coll eagues.

| also want to make sure
that all of you took note of the
two flyers that are on your desk
around two Special Committee
hearings that we're going to hold
on Kensington, the 26th and the
27th. Both of themare an
opportunity for us to continue to
hear fromthe Adm nistration and
fromthe different departnents the
work that they're actually doing to
ensure that we restore quality of
life in the 7th Council District.
' ve been hol di ng

different comrunity hearings as

wel | as stakehol der hearings around
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the services that cone into the 7th
Council District by nobile
providers. | know that there are
sone questions. | want to nake
sure that if you have questions
that you pl ease reach out to nyself
directly or to ny legislative team

W are being very

I ntentional about nmaking sure that
we hold this bill until everyone is
confortable with it. W recognize
that not everyone is going to get
what they want in this process. W
know t hat nobile services are
absol utely necessary in this
comunity, but we need to nake sure
that we don't provide those
services in a way that continues to
hurt quality of life in the 7th
Council District, specifically for
the children that are being raised
in that community. And so, we are

continuing to work with the
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Adm ni stration, wth those
st akehol ders, with the businesses
al ong the comrercial corridors and
in the i nredi ate area where those
services are provided. And we're
wor ki ng with those experts in the
field to nmake sure that we've
dotted our i's and crossed our t's.

Di version prograns are a

part of the work that happens in
that comunity, but there are so
many that we don't know exactly how
they' re bei ng provided, how
beneficial they are, how they cross
over. So these hearings will give
us an opportunity to hear fromthe
Adm ni strati on about what they've
done thus far and how we're goi ng
to continue to nove forward as well
as how t hese diversion prograns
actually benefit those who are
recei ving the services.

| invite you to
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participate. Submt questions to
us if you can't be at the hearings
but would |ike to know nore about
what i s happeni ng.

Thank you very nuch,
Counci |l President.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The Chair recognizes --
Counci | mrenber Phillips, would you
like to be recog -- your light's
turned of f.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

| just wanted to speak
very briefly about A ney today.

Recently in the news there is an
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article in the Inquirer about
sonmething |'ve been advocating for
the past year or so which is
rebuilding the A ney field at A ney
Hi gh School .

It is unfortunate that
in Aney, for years this field has
been, | nean, conpletely left with
no devel opnent. And for nme | have
made it a priority to visit every
school in our District. And at
every school that | visited, |
| ear ned sonet hi ng about the needs
of the school but also sone of the
great things that are happeni ng at
t he school .

And this particular high
school has amazi ng sports. They
al so have anmazi ng cl ubs and
activities that utilize this space
often. And there's no running
wat er near the field. The field,

it has holes in it. The bl eachers
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are condemed so people can't even
sit and watch their children play,
and the young nen and wonen have to
use the bat hroom sonmewhere behind
the bl eachers, right. There's no
bat hroons in the field.

And so, we are at a
state in our city where we need to
be able to | ook at not only the
school facility but also the fields
as well, because the fields are an
opportunity for the children and
al so the community to use.

So I've been in tal ks
with the District for the past year
about making this a big capital
project in our area, along with
wor king wi th Chairman Thonmas to
advocate for other fields across
the city to be renovated as well.
So we're | ooking forward to seeing
t hat bei ng discussed in the budget

heari ng.
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And al so, just on the
sanme lines | also nmade it a
priority to visit doors and al so
canvas nei ghbor hoods. And so, on
that line |I'm having a neet-and-
greet in the 42nd Ward for the five
divisions that | represent in that
Ward on Monday, February 24th at
this Ziehler Playground. It's
going to be from®6:00 to 7:00 p. m
It's going to neet and greet your
| ocal Council nenber, and that is of
course nyself that represents them
But |'m |l ooking forward to
connecting with themat 6:00 or
7:00 p.m as Ziehler Playground,
which is | ocated at 200 East Q ney
Avenue. And that's the 42nd Ward,
Di visions, 15, 18, 19, 24, and 25.

So if you live in that
area, conme check ne out and share
your concerns, share ideas, and

let's neet each other. Al right.

Page 179

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 20/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

2/ 20/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES

Looking forward to it. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

Sonet hi ng happened with
my button too. | mght be |ast
but -- no, I"'mstill not | ast.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You're not | ast.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Ckay. So thank you so nmuch. Today
as we cone together to recognize
World Social Justice Day, a day
dedi cated to the pursuit of
fairness, dignity, dignity and
equity, I'd like to call on this
| egi sl ative body to continue to
chanpi on the rights of every
Phi | adel phian, to protect our nopst

vul nerable and to foster a society
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where justice is not just an ideal
but a daily reality.

We nmust ensure that
every voice, regardl ess of who they
are, their race, where they were
born, their sexual orientation,
gender identity, religion, anything
about their background, every
singl e person is heard and
respect ed.

The resol ution |
i ntroduced today is a call to
action reinforcing our city's
dedication to a nore just and
conpassi onate society. I'd like to
t ake one special nonent to shout
out to people who served on the
Phi | adel phi a Comm ssi on on Human
Rel ations while | was there as
Executive Director, Mrshal
Freeman and Saadi g Jabbar Gardner.
It was great to see you here today

in this body.
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But today is not just
any day, it's a day of celebration
for justice, for project, for
progress, and, yes, for nme and ny
I dentical twn sister, Suzanne, as
we mar k anot her year around the
sun, and Suzanne is watching right
Now.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON: Hey, Suzanne.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Love you, Suze. Happy birthday.
And in that spirit, |I'm seizing
this nonment for what 1'd like to
call Rue's Birthday Rant. This
past -- and I'mjoining in the
chorus of so many ot her coll eagues
t oday who have had beautiful rants.
This is the perfect forum

These past two nonths
under President Donald Trunp have
not only rattled the very

f oundati ons of our federal
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institutions, they've targeted the
nost vul nerabl e conmunities we
strive so hard to protect.

It's no secret that his
adm ni stration's barrage of
executive orders seem designed to
gut the federal governnent's
cruci al services and workers
harm ng especially those who need
it nost. And the influence of Elon
Musk's DOGE has fuel ed these
bew | deri ng decisions. W're up
agai nst bi zarre, unaccountabl e
antics that underm ne the very
principles we hold dear, and it's
happeni ng at the hands of two
billionaires who are conpl etely out
of touch, or worse, who sinply
don't care about the livelihoods of
wor ki ng peopl e in Phil adel phia and
around the country.

"' m proud of the vibrant

and beautiful communities that nmake
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up Phil adel phia. And as a proud
menber of the LGBTQ queer
comunity, | can say we are deeply
concerned about what is going on
today. |'ve heard from so many
people who are terrified about what
Trump's second term neans for LGBTQ
peopl e across the country.

| know many in this room
have sim | ar concerns as | do, and
our concerns extend far beyond the
LEGBTQ+ community, especially as
many people identify in multiple
communi ties. They include our
undocunent ed nei ghbors, Bl ack and
Brown Phi | adel phi ans who have faced
hi storic injustices, and those at
the margins of our communities |ike
our elders and those with
disabilities who rely on the
federal government just to get by.

Let me be clear, the

attack on vul nerable communities by
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Trunp and Musk is a noral failing.
Al'l politics are local. Qur city
stands in solidarity with those on
the margins, those who are
underrepresent ed, underserved and
under attack. W will continue to
speak truth to power, to hold our
| eaders accountable and to ensure
that every decision, every policy,
reflects our collective conm tnent
to fairness and equity.

So on this Wrld Soci al
Justice Day and on ny birthday, the
only gift I'masking for is that
we, as a legislative body, continue
to reaffirmour shared resolve to
protect those who need protecting
in the new Trunp era. Let this
nonent remnd us that every day is
an opportunity to advance soci al
justice, to challenge the status
quo and to stand together agai nst

forces that seek to divide us.
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Here's to anot her year
of progress, to another year of
standing up for what's right and to
a future where justice truly
prevails for all. Thank you very
much.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Before we wap up, | want
to take a nonent of personal
privilege to acknow edge our
counterpart in Harrisburg, State
Representati ve Dori sha Parker
representing the Northwest. Thank
you for being here. | know you're
wor ki ng on your budget process
right now And so, we shall be
havi ng conversations wth you in
the future regardi ng the needs and
support of City Council.

Last, but definitely not
| east, | want to acknow edge

Counci | menber Mark Squill a.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

And | just want to
acknow edge the resol ution on your
behal f we introduced today on the
Avenue of the Arts and the
properties of the University of the
Arts and what it neans to the City
of Philadel phia. Al nenbers of
Counci | signed onto the
revol ution -- resolution noticing
that the Avenue of the Arts is a
big cultural hub for our city and
the use of those buildings is
real ly inportant.

W advocated to the
Trustee, to the Attorney Ceneral's
Ofice and to the judge. And
hopeful ly, they will take that
advocacy under consideration as
t hey choose the w nners of these
bi ds because it's inportant to keep

the arts use on our Avenue of the
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Arts. So thank you so nuch

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Council nenber
Squilla. And thank you for your
| eadership on this matter.

Wth that being said,
the Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
| sai ah Thomas for a notion to
adj our n.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove that Counci
stands adj ourned until Thursday,
February 27, 2025 at 10:00 a. m
pronptly.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Counci
stand adj ourned until Thursday,
February 27, 2025, at 10:00 a.m

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying

aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
notion carries. Thank you all very
much.

(Stated Meeting

adj ourned at 12:31 p.m)
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