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1/ 25/ 24 - STATED - | NVOCATI ON

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good norni ng, everyone. (Good
norni ng, everyone. Shhh, let's bring
it down, y'all.

First and forenost, | want to
wel cone everyone back to City Counci
as we kick off our 2024 City Counci
session. | note that the hour has
cone and that a quorumof this
Council is present.

Council wll cone to order.
Menbers will please take their seats.
Visitors wll retire to their seats
outside the rails. Before
proceeding, | will ask all those
present to please set your cel
phones to silent or vibrate. Thank
you.

To give our invocation this
norni ng, the Chair recogni zes Pastor
James A. Lovett, Il of the Geat
Tasker Street M ssionary Bapti st
Church in South Phil adel phia. He is

here today as ny pastor, guest and
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friend.

I will ask all nmenbers and
guests to please rise.

(Counci | mrenbers, guests, and
visitors rise.)

REVEREND LOVETT: Let us pray
t oget her.

We come, our Father, this
speci al norning and we thank you that
we are alive to witness this nonent
of history. W're praying that you
will guide this Council in w sdom and
in harnmony that the Cty m ght be
greater.

We thank you for your grace
and your nercy. And we ask you, our
God, because you're kind to us, that
you will allow us to see and w tness
many victories this year. 1In the
name of Jesus the Christ, we do pray.

Amren.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair thanks the Pastor for his
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I nvocati on.

Council will be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The next order of business is the
approval of the journal of the
meeti ng of Tuesday, January 2, 2024.

Can y'all bring it down sone
pl ease.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber G ndy Bass.

COUNCI LMOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President. | nove that the
Journal of the neeting of Tuesday,
January 2, 2024 be approved.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |I's
there a second?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: It
has been noved and properly seconded
that the Journal of the neeting of
Tuesday, January 2, 2024 stand
approved.

Al in favor will indicate by
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sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the Journal is
approved.

The next order of business is
requests for | eave of absence. And
the Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. President.

On behal f of the Majority,
there are no requests for |eave of
absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair thanks Council menber
G I nore Ri chardson.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber N col as O Rourke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Thank
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you, M. President.

On behalf of the Mnority
Leader, we request a | eave of absence
for Council woman Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair thanks the Council nember,
and | eave w Il be granted.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | renber G | nore Richardson for
a notion concerning certain
| egislative matters that may ari se
during the course of the session of
Council and that were not --

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Reporting
in as present.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Councilman O Neill is recogni zed as
bei ng present.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | mrenber G I nore Richardson for
a notion concerning certain
| egi slative matters that may ari se

during the course of today's session
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of Council that were not listed on
the Cal endar circulated prior to
today's sessi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President. | nove that any of
the followng matters, if considered
t oday, nay be added to the agenda for
this session of Council and, as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda after
the consideration of those matters:
resol uti ons authori zi ng heari ngs,
resol uti ons taking substantive action
to be voted on in this session, a
notion to withdraw a bill or
resolution that is not on the
Cal endar and a notion placing a
resolution on or returning a
resol ution fromthe Suspension
Cal endar that is not listed on
t oday' s Cal endar.

The purpose of this notion is

to provide the public with the notice
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concerni ng possi bl e actions by
Council that arose too late to be

i ncl uded on the Cal endar that was
publ i shed prior to today's session.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: It
has been noved and properly seconded
that the legislative matter stated by
Counci | renber G | nore Ri chardson may
be added to the agenda for today
shoul d those matters arise during the
course of this session of Council

Al'l those in favor wll
I ndi cate by sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the notion
carri es.

The Chair will dispense the
regul ar order of business to

recogni ze the guests and visitors
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joining us in chanbers this norning.
On behal f of all nenbers of Gty
Council, | welcone you to our Counci
session. W appreciate your taking
the time to join us as we attend the
| egislative affairs of our city. W
certainly invite you to cone again.

As there are no presentations
today, the next order of business is
conmmuni cations. The Chair
recogni ze -- the Chair requests that
the Sergeant-at-Arns deliver the
nmessages fromthe Mayor to the Chief
A erk.

The Chief will read the
nessages fromthe Mayor.

CH EF CLERK: To the President
and menbers of the Council of the
Cty of Philadel phia, I am
transmtting for the consideration of
your honorabl e body a resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2024 North Natrona

Street located in the 5th
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Councilmanic District; and

A resol ution authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose of
5906 Market Street and 5908 Mar ket
Street located in the 3rd
Council manic District; and

A resol ution authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose of
4320 and 4322 Lancaster Avenue
| ocated in the 3rd Council manic
District; and

An ordi nance anending Title 11
(Streets) and Title 21
(M scel | aneous) of The Phil adel phi a
Code to anend requirenents concerning
publ i cation of notices in newspapers;
and

A resolution confirmng the
appoi ntrent of Adam N. Geer as the
Chief Public Safety Director; and

A resolution confirmng the
appoi nt mrent of Renee Garcia, Esquire,
as the Gty Solicitor, all under

certain terns and conditi ons.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The nessages will be
printed in the Journal.

The Chief Cerk wll please
read any ot her communications in his
possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: | have none,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The next order of
business is the introduction of bills
and resol utions.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS. Thank
you, Council President. |It's good to
see you up there.

| offer one bill for
I ntroduction today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, Council menber Philli ps.
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
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aut hori zi ng the Comm ssi oner of Parks
& Recreation on behalf of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia to enter into a
mul ti-year agreenment with Bennett
Conpost, Inc., for food scrap
col l ecti on and managenent of a
conpost facility on Gty property
| ocated at 5650 Ri sing Sun Avenue.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very much. This bill wll
now be referred to the appropriate
Commi tt ee.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent .

Today | offer three bills and
seven resolutions. One bill and two
resol uti ons on your behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Cerk will read the titles of the
bills and resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
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anmending Title 11 (Streets) and Title
21 (M scel |l aneous) of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, to anend
requi renments concerning publication
of notices in newspapers; and

An ordi nance providing for the
subm ssion to the qualified el ectors
of the City of Philadel phia of an
anendnent to The Phil adel phi a Hone
Rule Charter to create the Ofice of
Honel ess Servi ces Qrbudsperson, as
set forth in a resolution approved by
Counci |l ; and

An ordi nance anendi ng Chapter
9- 600, Service and O her Businesses,
of The Phil adel phia Code to add
requi rements that retail custoner
parking |ots nmaintain video
surveil l ance of parking areas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The bills wll be referred to the --

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution for

referral concerning the appoi nt nent
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of Adam N. CGeer as the Chief Public
Safety Director; and

A privileged resol ution
recogni zi ng January 22 through 26,
2024 as National Gun Viol ence
Survivors Wek; and

A privileged resol ution
honoring the African American
Children's Book Project on the
occasion of a 32nd Annual African
American Children's Book Fair; and

A privileged resol ution
recogni zi ng January as Cervi cal
Cancer Awareness Month and commendi ng
t he Pennsyl vani a National Cervica
Cancer Coalition, Northwest
Phi | adel phi a Chapter Leader Angel a
"The Survivor Diva" Reese for her
wor k pronoti ng awar eness about
cervical cancer: and

A privileged resol ution
aut hori zing the Coormittee on Finance
to investigate the operations and

signi ficant overspendi ng of the
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O fice of Honel ess Services under the
previ ous adm nistration, as well as
quality of services provided in the
honmel ess services system and

A privileged resol ution
aut horizing the Commttee on
Education to hold hearings concerning
the practice of "leveling"” and its
I npact on students and teachers in
the School District Phil adel phia,
especially follow ng the |earning
| oss caused by the COVI D 19 pandem c;
and

A non-privileged resol ution
for referral proposing the anmendnent
to The Phil adel phia Hone Rule Charter
providing for the creation of the
O fice of Honel ess Services
Onbudsman, and providing for the
subm ssion of the anendnent to the
el ectors of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, M chael Decker, M. Chief
Cerk.
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The bills read will be
referred to the appropriate
commttee. The privileged
resolutions will be placed on today's
Fi nal Passage Cal endar and the
non-privileged resolutions wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at our next session
of Council .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President.

Today | offer two
non-privil eged resolutions and a
privileged resolution as well as a
non-privil eged resol uti on on your
behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the titles
of the resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution authorizing the Commttee

on Commer ce and Econom c Devel opnent

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 25/ 2024

17

1/ 25/ 24 - STATED - |INTRO. OF BILLS
to conduct a hearing on the Gty of
Phi | adel phia's capacity to prepare
i ndi vidual s of all educationa
backgrounds for careers in the
growing life sciences industry, with
a focus on the cell and gene therapy
subsector; and

A non-privileged resol ution
approvi ng the 2023-2024 Nei ghbor hood
Preservation Initiative Program
St at enent and Budget, which addresses
t he expenditure of $150 million by
various agencies in the third year of
t he Nei ghborhood Preservation
Initiative Program and

A non-privileged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 5906 Market Street
and 5908 Market Street |located in the
3rd Councilmanic District; and

A non-privileged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 4320 and 4322

Lancaster Avenue |ocated in the 3rd
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Councilmanic District.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

The privil eged resol utions
will be placed on today's Final
Passage Cal endar. The non-privil eged
resolutions will be placed on the
Fi nal Passage Cal endar for the
consi deration at our next session of
Counci | .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | man | sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOMVAS:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President. Good
nmor ni ng, col | eagues.

| have one bill, three
resol utions on ny behalf. One
resol uti on on your behal f, Counci
President. And | would like to be
recogni zed upon the introduction of
t he resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk read the titles of the

resolutions and bill.
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CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
amendi ng The Phi | adel phia Code to add
a new Chapter 21-3400, entitled
"Yout h Nane, |mage, and Li keness

Protection,"” to establish provisions
rel ated to education and counseling
for certain Phil adel phia youth and
their famlies who are considering
licensing publicity rights; and

A privileged resol ution
aut hori zing the Committee on Streets
and Services to hold hearings to
i nvestigate the rise in noving
violations and traffic deaths since
2020 and explore solutions to create
a safer Phil adel phia for wal ki ng,
cycling and driving; and

A privileged resol ution
recogni zi ng and congratul ating the
Chanpi on of the Wek Adrienne Snmith,
creator of the Blitz Chanpz
footbal |l -t hened card gane and
trail blazer for wonmen of color in

sports and gam ng; and
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A privileged resol ution
honoring the life and | egacy of Rich
"Yank" Yankovitz, the |egendary
Publ i c League head coach at Dobbi ns
Techni cal Hi gh School; and

A non-privileged resol ution
for referral confirmng the
appoi nt rent of Renee Garcia, Esquire,
as the Gty Solicitor

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
| sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: (Good
norni ng, Council President. [|I'm
going to start by agreeing with ny
col | eague, ny Council nenber, that you
| ook great up there.

| just want to take a nonent
to thank nmy ot her young coll eague,
Counci | renber Young, for
co-sponsoring the resolution with ne
around R chard "Yank" Yankow tz, who
unfortunately passed away at the age

of 80 on January 19, 2024. His life
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cel ebration will be on Mdnday from
3:00 to 5:00 p.m at the Doubl eTree
Hotel. And I'll make sure | send
that information out to everybody.

For those who don't know,
Coach Yank is a sports legend here in
the Gty of Philadel phia, nost
not ably known for his 30-plus
years -- | actually want to say
40- pl us years of coaching -- at
Dobbi ns Hi gh School, multiple sports,
mentored a | ot of young nmen com ng
out of the Gty of Philadel phia, and
al so paved the way for coaches |ike
nyself to be in the position to |ead.
So ny thoughts and prayers go out to
his famly as the entire sports team
nmourns as well as the Dobbins famly
mourns the | oss of Coach Yank.

| also want to take a nonent
to recogni ze the great work that
Blitz Chanpz is doing.
Unfortunately, the Eagles are not in

the playoffs anynore, but we can
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still celebrate the Eagl es based on
the work that Adrienne has done.
She's here in Cty Council with us
today. She's a professional footbal
pl ayer, and the Blitz Chanpz cards
that we've given to every nenber of
Cty Council is an exanple of a nodel
that she's created to help teach
young people how to learn
mat hemati cs, how to i nprove their
social skills and how to work
together with one another while
si mul taneously playing cards that's
related to football at the sane tine.

So Adrienne is here. |If you
can stand up so we can give you a
round of appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you
for comng to Phil adel phia. And nore
inmportantly, let's continue to uplift
wonen in sports and athletics.

Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you. The followi ng bills that
were recently read, the bills will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

The privil eged resol utions
wi Il be placed on today's Final
Passage Cal endar and the
non-privileged resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for the consideration at our next
sessi on of Council.

The Chair recognizes
Counci |l man Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President.

| have five bills, four
resolutions, and I'd like to be
recogni zed to speak on two of them

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Cerk read the titles of the
bills and resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
establishing parking regulations in

the vicinity of Ainslie Street and
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Vaux Street and Conrad Street;
Cal unet Street and Dobson Street; and

An ordi nance establi shing
parking violations in the vicinity of
Gross Street and Arch Street; Dewey
Street and Market Street:; Arch Street
to North 57th Street; North 61st
Street between Arch Street and Race
Street; North 57th Street and Market
Street; and

An ordi nance anendi ng Chapter
9-5900 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Prohibition on Certain
Ganbl i ng Machi nes and Skills Ganes,"
to add additional prohibitions and
provi de for renedi es; and

An ordi nance establi shing
parking regulations in the vicinity
of Pechin Street and G een Lane and
Markl e Street; Unbria Street and
Lenonte Street; Mnayunk Avenue to
Hermt Street; Seville Street and
Terrace Street; Sal aignac Street and

Pechin Street; Rector Street and
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Pechin Street; Fountain Street and
Sm ck Street; and

An ordinance to amend the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Maps by changi ng
the zoni ng designation of certain
areas of land | ocated within an area
bounded by Queen Lane, W ssahi ckon
Avenue, Roosevelt Boul evard
(extended), and Henry Avenue, and to
amend Section 14-524 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "/FDG
Fourth District Overlay District,"
and make rel ated changes; and

A privileged resol ution
honoring Jerry Jordan, President of
t he Phil adel phi a Federation of
Teachers, on the occasion of his
retirement; and

A privileged resol ution
honoring the life and | egacy of
activi st and changemaker Paul a
Peebl es, the Phil adel phia Chai rwonan
of the National Action Network; and

A privileged resol ution
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honori ng Phil adel phia's Living
Legends Brian Pollitt, WIIiam Dade,
Onen Gowans, |11, Theodore Hi cks,

Carl Riley, Gabriel Hart and
Cat herine Hicks for their
generation-defining contributions to
African Anmerican History in
Phi | adel phi a; and

A non-privileged resol ution
calling on the | eadership of the City
of Phil adel phia to inplenent the over
140 recomendati ons and next steps
found in the Blueprint for a Safer
Phi | adel phia, such as expandi ng the
saf e school corridor program and
ensuring wi tness relocation, creating
a "hel ping hand" rel ease program
examning firearmrestrictions,
reducing retail theft, exam ning
drones, increasing the closure rate
of hom ci des, supporting
Phi | adel phia's youth and instituting
"The Prom se Initiative."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President.

I'd like to speak to one of
the bills and the resolution dealing
with the Crinme Sunm t
reconrmendations. First, | want to
t hank nmy col | eagues because there are
no real original ideas. They're only
using themin a codified manner to be
able to use as an instructionary tool
to reduce crine in Philadel phia, so |
t hank you.

Most prevalent this day is the
Kensi ngt on Marshall Pl an adopted by
t he Kensi ngton Caucus, of which I am
an honorary nenber. And the reason |
say that is already that
reconmmendation i s being enbraced by
the Adm ni stration.

The Police Conm ssi oner
announced hi s appointnent in

Kensi ngton at the school where we had
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our hearings about that. So sone of
t hese recomendati ons are al ready
being utilized. One of the
recommendations, and | want all of us
i n our particular chairmanshi ps,

vi ce-chai rmanships to | ook at this
and see how these recommendations in
educati on and other places deal with
t he school -to-prison pipeline to
create a school -t o- paycheck pi peline
so that we enbrace this as an

I nstruction guide throughout our
budget process, M. President.

This bill also has a
recommendation that deals with
terrain tracing of crines. Wat that
means is it's not who pulled the
trigger only. It is where the
trigger was pulled, which addresses
the bill that | put in for ganbling
machi nes today, M. President.

| thank ny 10 co-sponsors on
this bill because | understand

clearly that there is a strong

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 25/ 2024

29

1/ 25/ 24 - STATED - |INTRO. OF BILLS
| obbyi ng presence to stop this, and
the reason that is, is because right
now t hey don't pay taxes. Right now
we don't know where they are. Right
now t here are no payout regul ations
that govern them so the noney you
put in, you don't know whet her
there's a ratio simlar to where our
| egal casinos are. They don't have
to abide by any of those rules.

They snuck in on a provision
that said that bus and train rest
stops al ong the expressway coul d have
t hese nmachines. They took it a step
further and put themin our
community. So | understand ny
col | eagues and appreciate the
pressures that are put on you, but we
aren't elected for them W're
el ected for the people. And as
Menber Brooks would say, | ain't cone
here to nake friends. | canme here to
make a difference.

Thank you, M. President.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel come.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The following bills that were read
Wi ll be referred to the appropriate
conm ttee.

The follow ng privil eged
resolutions will be placed on today's
Fi nal Passage Cal endar and the
foll owm ng read non-privil eged
resolutions wll be placed on the
Fi nal Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
Counci | .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Good
nor ni ng, Council President and
col | eagues. So great to be here. So
great to see up there.

| amintroduci ng today two
privileged resolutions and one

privileged resolution on your behal f.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the titles
of the resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: On behal f of
Counci |l President Johnson, a
non- privil eged resol uti on authori zi ng
t he appoi ntnment of a Chief Ethics
Oficer for the Council of the City
of Phil adel phi a; and

On her own behal f,
Counci | nrenber Ran Landau offers a
privileged resolution authorizing the
City Council Commttee on Technol ogy
and Information Services to hold
hearings exam ning data to nost
effectively inplenment place-based
strategi es and appropriate
technol ogi es to reduce viol ence
t hrough the targeted i nvestment of
resources, services and environnent al
I nprovenents; and

A privileged resolution
honoring and congratul ating the

Phi | adel phia restaurants and chefs
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nanmed as sem -finalists for the 2024
Janmes Beard Awards.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

The follow ng privil eged
resolutions will be placed on today's
Fi nal Passage Cal endar and the
foll owi ng read non-privil eged
resolutions wll be placed on the
Fi nal Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
Counci | .

The Chair recognizes
Counci | woman Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Council President.

Today | offer five bills and
one privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk please read the titles
of the bills and the resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anendi ng Chapter 9-600 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled "Service
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and O her Businesses,” by adding a
new section regul ating the hours of
operation of certain establishnents
and providing for penalties within an
area bounded by the East Lehigh
Avenue, Kensington Avenue, D Street,
East Tioga Street and Frankford
Avenue; and

An ordi nance anending Title 9
of The Phil adel phi a Code, by anendi ng
Section 9-203 relating to Street
Vendors, by prohibiting street
vending in the 54th Ward; and

An ordi nance addi ng a new
Chapter 6-1600 to The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "City Reports on
Opioid Antidote Use," to require
certain reports fromthe Ofice of
the Managing Director to Counci
concerning the Gty's use of opioid
anti dote; and

An ordi nance anendi ng Chapt er
11-708 of The Phil adel phi a Code,

entitled "Traffic Cal m ng Measures
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for Schools,"” by authorizing the
Departnent of Streets to additionally
install traffic cal mng neasures in
the vicinity of recreation centers,
pl aygrounds, parks and libraries; and
An ordi nance addi ng a new
Chapter 10-2700 to The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "City Reports on

| nperm ssi ble Canping,” to require
certain reports fromthe Ofice of
t he Managing Director to Counci
concerning canping activities carried
out in violation of the Code and the
Cty's efforts to address such
activities; and

A privileged resol ution
congratul ati ng President Pedro R
Rosario for his pronotion to Deputy
Comm ssioner, as the first Latino
officer to hold the position in the
226-year history of |aw enforcenent
in the Cty of Philadel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The following bills read will be
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referred to the appropriate
commttee. And the follow ng
privileged resolution wll be placed
on today's Final Passage Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank you,
M. President.

| offer one privil eged
resol ution this norning.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk read the title of the
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution authorizing the Commttee
on Commerce and Econom c Devel opnent
to hold hearings regarding the
Abandoned and Bl i ghted Property
Conservat orship Act of Pennsyl vani a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The follow ng non-privil eged
resolution wll be placed on the
Fi nal Passage Cal endar for

consi derati on at the next session of
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Counci | .

The C erk recognizes
Counci | man N col as O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Thank
you, Council President.

On behalf of Mnority Leader
Brooks, | have one bill and would
like to be recognized to speak on
that bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIIl the Cerk read the title of the
bill.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anending Title 9 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "Regul ati on of
Busi nesses, Trades and Professions,"”
by providing for the |icensing of
persons responsi ble for performng
tenant evictions at residential
properties.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Ni col as O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Thank

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 25/ 2024

37

1/ 25/ 24 - STATED - |INTRO. OF BILLS
you, Council President.

Today on behalf of Mnority
Leader Brooks along with ny
col | eagues Counci | nrenbers Gaut hi er
and Landau, |'mintroduci ng the Angel
Davis Eviction Accountability Bill.
This bill is nanmed for Angel Davis,

t he Phil adel phia woman who was shot
| ast March by a private contractor of
t he Landl ord-Tenant O fice or LTO

The bill is designed to bring
much- needed oversi ght and
accountability to a dangerous
for-profit operation that led to
t hree shootings in the span of four
nont hs | ast year. At our hearing of
t he Landl ord-Tenant O fice | ast
summer, what was |earned were two
t hi ngs:

One, the LTO has a di sturbing
| ack of oversight and standards,
especially conmpared to the Sheriff's
Ofice and other nunicipalities |ike

New York and Pittsburgh. The peopl e,
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two, nost inpacted by the LTO s
operations are Phil adel phia's nost
vul nerabl e renters, seniors, people
with disabilities, single nothers and
chi |l dren.

Cty Council has a
responsibility to protect
Phi | adel phi ans from such a reckl ess
and dangerous system Renovi ng
soneone fromtheir honme is a grave
public function and one that demands
public input and oversight.

This legislation for the first
time requires a Gty |license and
standards for those who do evictions
in our city. Although Council is
limted in the action we can take
because of state preenption, we can't
and shoul d not accept the dangerous
out-of-control status quo that we
have here. This bill is a powerful
tool to bring nore accountability to
our eviction system

So thank you for our
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col | eagues who attended our hearing
or signed onto our statenent calling
for greater public accountability for
evictions. Thank you all to our
co- sponsors Counci |l man Thonas,
Counci l man Driscoll, Council nan
Squi |l l'a, Council man Jones,
Counci | woman Ahnad, Counci | nan

Phill'i ps, Council man Young.

| ook forward to working with

the entirety of the Council to
curtail the violence that has al ready
I npacted far too many Phil adel phi a
renters. Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

The Chair recognizes
Councilman JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRITY: No bhills
or resolutions. Thank you, Counci
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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You' re wel cone.

The Chair recognizes
Counci l man M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:  Morni ng,
M. President. Today | offer one
bill on your behalf for
consi der ati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Cerk will read the title of the
bill -- one second.

As a matter of personal
privilege, | would like to
acknow edge Council woman Jam e
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President.

| was wanting to speak on the
bill that Council menber O Rourke
I ntroduced.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The floor is yours.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Evictions carried out by the

| andl ord-tenant officer and her
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civilian subcontractors follow a
harnful formnmula that traumati zes our
nei ghbors and | eaves them wi t hout
l'ife-saving resources when they need
them t he nost.

There is no witten contract
bet ween the Minicipal Court and the
| andl ord-tenant officer. There is no
publ i c bi ddi ng process, no witten
standard for how to perform
evictions, no direct notice to
tenants about when an eviction wll
occur, no resources provided to
tenants during an eviction, no
accountability to Phil adel phi ans and
no gover nment oversight.

It was within this context
that the landlord-tenant officer'S
civilian subcontractors shot Ange
Davis and Latese Bethea wthin a
matter of nonths. Yesterday in this
very room Angel Davis, who ni ght
never fully recover from being shot

in the head, raised her head high and
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shared why she believes that we need
to take inmediate action to restore
accountability over a public function
t hat operates recklessly and
opaquel y.

| agree. That's why today as
both the Chair of City Council's
Housi ng Conmittee and a tenant
nmyself, |I'mproud to co-introduce the
Angel Davis Eviction Accountability
Bill. The Angel Davis Eviction
Accountability Bill requires al
civilians conducting evictions to
obtain a license fromthe Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

City Council already nandates
| i censes for many types of businesses
to keep Phil adel phi ans safe.

Requi ring private contractors who
perform | ockouts to simlarly receive
a license fromthe Gty will bring
accountability to a public function

t hat operates dangerously and w t hout

oversight. Through its |icensing
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requi renments, the Angel Davis
Eviction Accountability Bill brings
the I andl ord-tenant officer in |line
with other entities that conduct
| ockouts in the state of
Pennsyl vani a.

Subcontractors will need to
conpl ete 184 hours of basic eviction
officer training and the safe use of
firearnms, crisis intervention,
cultural diversity and de-escal ati on.
Li censes nust al so participate --
| i censees nmust al so participate in
five hours of dangerous dog training
provi ded by the Pennsyl vani a Acadeny
for Animal Care and Control, and 29
hours of annual continued educati on.

After conpleting training and
obtaining their |icense, the Ange
Davis Eviction Bill requires
subcontractors to carry proof of
i nsurance and visibly display their
i cense whil e conducting evictions.

And subcontractors involved in an
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I nci dent of violence or use of force
during an eviction will be unable to
renew their |license for a year,

I ncentivizing themto summon | aw
enf or cenent when a | ockout becones
argunent ati ve.

Setting standards in these
areas pronotes the safety and well -
bei ng of everyone involved with an
eviction. It builds public trust in
our businesses and in our governnent,
and it sends a powerful nessage to
tenants across Phil adel phia that City
Council wll not sit on our hands and
| et a dangerous, unregul ated and
unaccount abl e evi ction process
conti nue.

| want to thank Mnority
Leader Kendra Brooks for her
wonder ful | eadership on this issue as
well as ny fellow co-introducers of
this legislation, and I want to thank
al so the magjority of our colleagues

for co-sponsoring the |egislation as
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wel . Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Cerk read the bill
sponsored by nyself and introduced on
behal f of Councilman M ke Driscoll.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
adopti ng an amendnent to Section V of
the Articles of Incorporation of the
Phi | adel phia Authority for Industrial
Devel opnent, by increasing the
Authority's term of existence to a
date 50 years fromthe date of
approval of Articles of Amendnent by
the Secretary of the Comonweal t h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

The Chair recognizes
Council man Brian O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  Thank
you, M. President.

| offer one privil eged

resol uti on.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIlIl the Cerk please read the title
of the resolution.

CH EF CLERK: A non-privileged
resol ution renam ng the 10900 bl ock
of Kirby Drive "Tony Caruso Way."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on the
Fi nal Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
Counci | .

The C erk recognizes
Counci | man Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
norni ng, M. President.

| have no bills or resol utions
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | renber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank you,
M. President.

| offer four bills and two

resol uti ons, one on your behal f.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Cerk will read the titles of the
bills and resolutions.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
amending Title 14 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "Zoning and Pl anni ng; "
and

An ordi nance establi shing
parking regulations in the vicinity
of Gravers Lane and M| I man Street;
and

An ordi nance establi shing
parking regulations in the vicinity
of Rockland Street and North 2nd
Street; Lawrence Street and Rockl and
Street; Rusconb Street and North 2nd
Street; Ashdale Street to North 3rd
Street; and

An ordi nance anendi ng Chapter
12- 2700 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Permt Parking Districts,"”
by anmendi ng the boundaries for
certain permt parking districts; and

On behal f of Council President

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 25/ 2024

48

1/ 25/ 24 - STATED - |INTRO. OF BILLS
Johnson, a non-privileged resol ution
aut hori zi ng requests for the Law
Departnment to represent City Counci
i n appeal s from deci sions of the
Phi | adel phi a Zoni ng Board of
Adjustnent and, if the Law Depart nent
declines to render such services to
City Council, authorizing the
retention of outside counsel to
provi de such services; and

A non-privileged resol ution
renam ng the 2900 bl ock of North 22nd
Street "Ray Murphy Way."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The bills just read wll be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

And the resol utions
recently -- the non-privileged
resolutions will be placed on the
Fi nal Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
Counci |

The Chair recogni zes now

Counci | renmber N na Ahmad.
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COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  Thank
you, Council President.
| offer one privileged
resol ution.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Cerk will read the title of the
resol ution.
CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng January 2024
as Human Trafficking Prevention Mnth
in the Gty of Philadel phia.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This privileged resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .
Reports from Conm ttees.
There are no -- being no reports from
Committees today, the next order of
busi ness is the consideration of the
Cal endar .
As there are no bills on our
First Readi ng Cal endar, the Chair
recogni zes Majority Leader

Counci | rember G | nore Ri chardson for
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the purpose of calling up resol utions

on the Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endar.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

The followi ng resolution is
being called up fromthe Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage Cal endar
today: Resolution No. 240001.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

Bef ore considering this
resolution, we wll consider public
comment as follows: Your public
comrent nust concern matters on the
Second Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endars for possible action at

today's Council session.

Al'l speakers nust sign up in

order to testify. |[If you have not
al ready signed up for today's
sessi on, please do so now by giving

your nane to Ms. Hasan at the table
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outside the rails to ny left. Once
you have signed up, you will be
called in the order in which your
nanme appears on the sign-up sheet.

Under ideal circunstances,
public comenters will each have
three mnutes to speak. However,
this tinme limt may vary from
session-to-session. Today the tine
limt will be three mnutes. In
order to be fair to all wishing to
speak, | intend to hold faithfully to
the three-minute [imt.

When you begi n speaking, you
will see a green |ight on the podi um
When there are 30 seconds renai ning
to your tine, the light will turn
yel |l ow which is your rem nder to
concl ude your remarks. Once the
three m nutes have passed, the |ight
will turn red and the Sergeant-at -
Arnms will disconnect the mcrophones.

At that point, please yield

the podiumto the next speaker if you
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have not done so already. | also
reserve the right pursuant to our
rules of Council to limt repetitious
coments on the same matter

Il will now ask the Chief Oerk
to please read the nanme of our first
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The first
speaker today is Dr. Cathy Bennett-
Sant os.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Ms. Santos, please cone to the
m crophone and gi ve your comments.

(No response.)

CH EF CLERK: Cat hy Bennett
Sant os.

(No response.)

CH EF CLERK: The next
speaker, M. President, is Anisa
George commenting on 240001.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. GEORGE: Good norni ng,
menbers of the Council. M nane is

Anisa George. | live in South
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Philly. | oppose Bill 240001 on the
grounds that it -- is it off --
public coment to bills on the
agenda, which inhibits the public to
speaking to issues that the Counci
I nfl uences and controls such as the
unconsci onabl e clear-cutting of 150
acres on the west side of FDR Park to
nmake way for 16 athletic courts worth
of toxic plastic grass. It is toxic.

I"d like to quote Kyla
Bennett, the scientist who di scovered
PFAS in 2019. | spoke to her | ast
week. "There is no PFAS-free turf.
That is alie. They're going to
contam nate everything there with
PFAS and m croplastics. You need to
call the DEP imrediately."

So, Council President, |
understand that you're holding a
pro-fields rally in the space where
the trees will be cut on Saturday.

If you have seen an independent |ab

report to verify the Conservancy's
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claimthat this turf they're going to
install is toxin-free, |I think the
peopl e of Phil adel phia would |ike to
see that report.

And | think if that |ab report
does not exist --

( Appl ause.)

M5. GEORGE: Thank you. Then
t he peopl e of Phil adel phia deserve to
know that there has been sone false
advertising around this turf. [|'ma
nom | care deeply about kids having
a space to play in this Cty. This
is not a way to support our young
people, just |ike putting | ead paint
and asbestos in their schools was not
a way to support them

The difference is, is that
when we painted those walls with | ead
paint we didn't know what we were
doi ng. But PFAS, these toxic forever
chem cal s was discovered in turf in
2019. It's 2024. California has

banned it. Bost on has banned it.
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Even the NFL Pl ayers Association is
calling for its renoval based on
el evated injury, so this is bad
stuff. This is toxic stuff and it
shoul d not be our | egacy.

None of the FDR plan has ever
been di scussed before City Council.
There has been no hearing called. |
woul d I'i ke to know how a privately-
funded nongovernnental entity |ike
t he Conservancy clear cuts 150 acres
of public space w thout a mandate
fromthe public. It is shameful. It
I's undenocratic and it is in
vi ol ati on of the Sunshine Act.

Mayor Parker has just prom sed
to make this the greenest city in the
nati on. Council nenbers, do you
support that vision? Do you have
chil dren whose health you care for?
Then it is time to press pause for
the plan for FDR  Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you.

I will ask the Cerk to please
read the nanme of our next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Qur next speaker
I's Judith Robinson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Queen Judith, that is.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. ROBINSON: So | was
trying -- ny nane is Judith Robinson.
Good norning. Queen Judith Robinson.
And for the record, | was going to
pass around an article that is within
t he Scoop Magazi ne January 6t h,
especially to the African Anerican
representatives. And | hope you get
it soon, and please read it since |
was not able to get here earlier.

But | want to say good norning
and Happy New Year to all, all the
best in 2024. Wl cone to all of the
new representatives and wel cone back
to all those who are back. Your

di scussi on today is on governnent and
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rules and regulations. And | w |
say govern yoursel ves accordingly.

Based on this article
referencing the Black Political
Forum -- sonme of you are a little
young, you all went young, so under
50 years old -- but you need to get
your researchers here in this body to
get a copy of this article and then
refer back to the Black Political
Forum |'mgoing to say John Wite,
Jr. said, okay, and you all need to
open your ears.

So | want to bring you all
back to -- | wsh | could play Jay-Z,
| just want to send you a remn nder.
Bl ack wonen are 70 percent of
Phi | adel phia yearly evictions. And I
heard sone reference about how t hey
are evicted, which is horrible, wth
their Black children being
traumati zed.

In addition, | want to rem nd

you all that you have MV Realty to
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deal with, over 1,000 homeowners
scammed out of their equity in their
homes with a contract, a listing
contract of sorts -- that's very
strange for nme as a real estate
broker to even call it that -- but it
was a docunent that was able to be
recorded in our City Hall Records
Departnment, which hol ds t hem under
hostage for the next 40 years. A |ot
of real estate scans goi ng on.

|'"mgoing to say you are real
yout hful in this body, and |I'm going
to say get some respect on your
nanmes. | already have had a great
relationship with sonme of you, and |
have a little selfie with Reverend
O Rour ke, thank you very much, so |I'm
getting to know t he young ones too.
Al right. So get ready.

And then Rue Landau, an
attorney, and soneone who over the
years understood when | cane to her

and asked about changi ng communities.
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She was able to help us out in that
regard. |'Ill be back out, Rue, okay,
to see what el se we can do together.
So it's about representation.

So since you all are a younger
body, and the gentleman just wal ked
past who |'mgoing to reference, you
all don't have the experience, so you
need to go and get the experience and
I"'mgoing to tell you to cross the
ai sl e, because | know good and wel |
that | should be represented by ny
representative in zoning with a $32
mllion police station being proposed
on Philadelphia's first historic
corridor, Dianond Street. That's
history right there, y'all. W want
a traffic study, a parking study, an

envi ronnmental study as quickly as

possi bl e.

Councilman Brian O Neill is
who | want to reference. | saw him
in -- okay, in a zoning hearing

representing his District. Go talk
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to hi mabout how you can represent
5th District. Thank you very nuch.
| appreciate you all.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIlIl the Cderk please read the nane
of the next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Reverend
Dr. Gregory Hol ston.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: A
matter of personal privilege. The
Chair recogni zes Councilman Curtis
Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you --

(Mc technical difficulty.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you --

(Mc technical difficulty.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President. Just a correction of
the record. As a teenager, |
attended the Black Political Forum

Queen. | was there.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chief Cerk now recogni zes the
next speaker, Reverend Dr. G egory
Hol st on.

(Wtness approached podi um)

REVEREND HOLSTON: My nane is
Reverend Gregory Hol ston,
co-facilitator of the 57 Bl ocks
Coalition. W are thankful for
Counci | person Landau's | eadership in
having a resolution to do an
I nvestigation and data coll ection and
find out much nore about this
Coalition that we've been buil ding
over the |ast 18 nonths.

Thank you, Council man Johnson,
Jones, Gauthier, O Rourke, Thomas and
ot hers here who have been involved in
our neetings and our conversations
over the |last 18 nonths as we have
gone all over the Cty, over 75
neetings with people all over the
City that have hel ped put together

this strategy and this plan to
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directly l ook at the 57-plus bl ocks
of 10 or nore shootings since 2015.

That nunber is now 89 bl ocks
of that nunmber. And 79 of the 89 are
fornmerly redlined areas of the Gty
of Phil adel phia, making a direct |ink
bet ween the dishistoric, intentional,
raci st disinvestnment that has
happened in this Gty and others
directly related to the gun viol ence
that we're seeing today. That
under st andi ng does not go lightly.

10 or nore shootings neans
children on those bl ocks have seen
blood in the street. They've seen
bul |l ets conme through their house.
They' ve seen friends and famly
nmenbers shot dead, and they're
dealing with the trauma of that each
and every day of their life.

W want to have a rea
conpr ehensi ve way of addressing that
trauma, addressing that pain and

addressing the historic disinvestnent
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that is creating the conditions of
gun violence. W are thankful for
this resolution, thankful for the
hearing so we can explore it and cone
out with a real conprehensive way of
addressing it.

Very quickly, what did we
| earn during the pandem c? W
| earned that when we take investnent
out of our comunities, gun violence
shoots through the roof. W |earned
when we put sone investnent back, it
starts to level off. Wen we opened
our schools, actually you could see
the gun violence starting to | evel
of f.

And when we got $50
mllion-plus fromthe state, 13.5
mllion fromthis Cty Counci
directed to gun violence prevention
organi zations, we actually saw the
nunbers go down, an al nost 30 percent
reduction fromthat point since

Sept enber 2022. It is because we
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I nvested in gun viol ence
organi zations. W invested in
communities. W invested in regular
fol k who care deeply about our
chil dren.

Yes, we can be called the
repairers of the breach. Yes, we can
be called the ones who can build old
wast e foundations. Yes, we can be
called |like Isaiah and Nehem ah. W
can do it inthis Cty, one Philly
together with a new Mayor and a new
Council President. | believe it can
happen. Thank you so nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Chief Cerk please read the
nanme of our next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s Reuben Jones.

(Wtness approached podi um)

MR. JONES:. Good norni ng,
everyone. Council President,

congratul ati ons.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good nor ni ng.

MR. JONES: M nane is Reuben
Jones. |'ma nenber of the 57 Bl ocks
Coalition. W' ve been working this
project for | guess the last two
years, addressing gun violence in
Phi | adel phi a based on the hardest-hit
and hi ghest rate of violence in the
conmmuni ti es.

So | just want to say thank
you to Council person Landau for
i ntroducing this resolution to bring
technology into the mx. And if |
could use a football anal ogy, Bill
Parcel |l s years ago said that if you
want me to cook the dinner, then |et
me buy the groceries, right. So he's
tal ki ng about the players that he was
goi ng to be responsible for coaching.

So while | applaud this City,
City Council specifically for
creating grants to enpower comunity

or gani zati ons who's doing this work
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inthis City to save lives, | also
want to just challenge us to |et
t hose sanme community groups buy the
groceries. But | nmean, we need every
tool possible in our toolkit to
reduce and address gun violence in
Phi | adel phia. And technology is one
of those too.

So I"'mgoing to run down a
coupl e of nunbers just to kind of
conceptualize it for you. So a
couple of years ago | had a
conversation wi th Council man Jones
who |l et us know that there are 11 zip
codes in this Cty that are
responsi bl e for what Council man Jones
for -- what's the nunber, Council man
Jones, about 80 percent of the
residents on State Road, | m ght
m squote that nunber, but it was a
smal | nunber of zip codes and high
nunber of inmates.

If you | ook at the school

closures in the Cty -- the Gty
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closed |I believe it was 26 school s,
half or nore in North Philadel phia --
t hey overlap, you know, these 57
bl ock target areas that we're talking
about. If we're tal king poverty in
the Gty, right, | ook over the
(i naudi bl e), the poorest neighborhood
and the poorest big city in Anerica,
right, sits in the mddle of sone of
t hose 57 bl ocks.

So when we're tal king about
that there is no surprise in terns of
why we see violence the way we see it
inthis Cty, the only surprise is we
don't connect the dots. And | think
the use of technol ogy, the use of
data, the use of research, to use
evi dence- based approaches, the use of
communi ty- based strategies could
enhance the success. Right now I
think we're around a 20- percent
reducti on.

So we believe that introducing

technol ogy and data and research as
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an additional tool to those
comunities, to the Gty, to the
police, to the new Mayor, to al
these entities that are working
coll ectively and col |l aboratively to
save lives and reduce violence in the
Cty, I think there should be a
feather in our cap. |If this
resol uti on were passed, | tip ny hat
to the supporters of the bill

As a menber of the 57 Bl ocks,
the 57 Block Coalition, | just want
to tell you that we deal with this
gun vi ol ence -- got the yell ow
light -- at the ground |l evel and we
see every day the inpact of when we
don't make those investnents, when we
don't see what the outconmes coul d be
just for introducing newtools to the
m X.

So I"'mhere to just really
support the resolution, ask this
honorabl e body to at |east consider

it passed, and we have t hat
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addi tional tool to put to our use and
save lives in Phil adel phia. On
behal f of the 57 Blocks Coalition, I
t hank you for the tine and
opportunity to speak and | | ook
forward to the vote. Thank you

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone. Thank you.

I wll ask the Chief Cerk to
pl ease read the next person, our next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
I s LaQui sha Ant hony, commenting on a
resol ution introduced today by
Counci | menber Ahnad.

(Wtnesses approached podi um)

M5. ANTHONY: Good norni ng,
Gty Council, comunity partners and
menbers. My name is LaQui sha Ant hony
and | serve as Advocacy Seni or
Manager at WOAR. January i s Human
Trafficking Prevention Mnth
nationally. And for us at WOAR, the
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Honor abl e Judge Lori Dunmas, the
Sal vation Arny New Day Program and
Enon Tabernacl e Human Traffi cki ng
Mnistry She's My Sister, this is a
time and an opportunity for us to
hi ghl i ght the inportant goal of
preventing human trafficking in our
comruni ti es and supporting the people
who we serve, who are survivors, and
wor k that we do all yearl ong.

WOAR started its Anti-human
Trafficki ng Program because of the
growi ng under st andi ng of the
i ntersectionality between sexua
vi ol ence and human trafficking. And
over time, our commitnent to serving
victinms and survivors of human
trafficking has grown to include
support groups for adults, individual
t herapy, counseling and as-needed
case managenent. But we al so
understand the inportance of
prevention efforts to educate and to

share know edge and resources to al
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I ndi vi dual s, especially young peopl e
who are at risk in our Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

We fully support this
resol ution to declare January as
Human Trafficking Prevention Month in
the Gty of Philadel phia, and we
appreciate City Council acknow edgi ng
this critical work in supporting
victinms and survivors who are
I npacted by exploitation. This
resol ution serves as a step in the
right direction to publicly honor
survivors and further bring awareness
to the inportant topic in this great
City of Phil adel phia.

Human trafficking is a form of

nodern day slavery that occurs in
every state and every comunity,
i ncl udi ng Phi |l adel phia. Phil adel phi a
iIs one of the cities with the hi ghest
rates of human trafficking due to our
geogr aphi cal | ocation and

i ntersecti on between our major
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hi ghways. Therefore, highlighting
this issue is inperative in
Phi | adel phi a.

If you are a survivor and if
you know a survivor who's inpacted by
the exploitation, WOAR s avail abl e
and our hotline is 215-985-3333 or
you can contact any of these
I ndi vi dual s who are behind nme and
their organi zations as well. Al so,
all of you can make a difference in
human trafficking and prevention by
maki ng sure that you donate to our
Human Trafficking Drive that is
happeni ng during this nonth.

And | thank you for this
resolution. And thank you to N na
Ahmad for introducing this on our
behal f.

(Appl ause.)

M5. WALLER: Thank you for
havi ng us here, Council President.
Congratul ati ons agai n.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you very nuch.

M5. WALLER | wanted to take
a nonent to expand upon what our
sister just shared. This has been a
l ong journey. It was 2010 that New
Day started. It was 2011 that Enon
started our Anti-Human Trafficking
Mnistry, and it was 2013 where Judge
Lori Dumas started WRAP Court that's
still going on.

We keep tal king about this
I ssue. Councilman Phillips brought
the Children and Youth Caucus to Enon
to present and tal k about the issue.
We keep tal king about it. W keep
tal ki ng about it. W keep talking
about it. It's time to do sonething
about it. And I'mgrateful that so
many of you have been supportive, but
al so that Council woman Ahmad has
called us to this nonent to address
the issue, to highlight prevention
nmonth and to bring awareness. W

can't keep tal ki ng about bei ng aware.
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W need to begin to do sonething and
it needs to happen right now.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Just a small matter of personal
privilege. | just want to
acknow edge the Honorable Lori Dunas.
Thank you for your advocacy around
this nmessage.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIl the Cerk please call up the
next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Is Lynn Landes, commenting on 240001.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. LANDES: Good norning. M
name i s Lynn Landes of
LynnLandes. com Congratul ati ons on
begi nning a new year for Phil adel phia
Cty Council. Taking your oath of

of fice and representing the public is
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serious business, which is why it's
important for Gty Council nenbers to
be aware that under this resolution,
240001, rules for the governnent,
that the Cty Council itself and its
Commttees are in blatant violation
of the Sunshine Act by limting
public coment to agenda itens only.
This rule constitutes an explicit
censorship of the public to only
those bills and resol utions which
have been proposed by Council nenbers
t hensel ves.

In addition, sone City Counci
Comm ttees, which al so have the sane
restrictions, do not neet on a
regul ar or a nonthly basis, thereby
denying the public the right to
comment before the Conmttees in a
tinmely manner. |In addition, many
City departnents and Comm ssions such
as Parks & Recreation have never had
a public neeting in their renmenbered

hi story. So what they have is
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show and-tells, warm and fuzzy
community events that they control.

Al so, as City governnent
officials you have a sworn duty to
uphold the laws of the land. Yet
today in Philadel phia, |local |aws are
bei ng routinely violated,
particularly under Title 10
prohi bited in disorderly conduct, as
all too often the police refuse to
I ssue civil violation notices or nmake
arrests. The District Attorney also
refuses to prosecute. So businesses
and residents suffer needless crine
and harassnent.

Agai n, congratulations Gty
Counci | renbers on the begi nning of a
new year and pl ease renenber that you
took an oath to uphold the
Constitution and the |l ocal, state and
federal laws of the land. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIlIl the Chief Cerk please call the
next person for public comment.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
Is G Emle Reuter.

(Wtness approached podi um)

MR. REUTER. M. President,
Counci | menbers, ny Council person
M. Phillips, | ama poet from
Lawndale. M nane is G Emle
Reut er .

Phi | adel phia, | dream of ny
City of Phil adel phia, the tinme when
people will conme to its streets. |
see the people of this GCty, the Gty
| love in white, black, yellow tan
and brown. | celebrate the people of
nmy City, the good people who | ove
their famlies, aspire to the sane
goal s of peace, confort, love. This
IS not an easy city, a city nanmed for
| ove.

W have overcone resistance

t hrough centuries, for this is a city
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of immgrants, blending in over tine
who chart their own course,
strengt hen nei ghbor hoods as their
culture becones part of the fabric of
the Gty I love. And in this Cty |
dreamof, the Gty that | |ove.

I"'ma realist. Know of hard
scrabbl ed nei ghbor hoods. Have wal ked
its tough streets. Survived a few
fights here and there. And yet in
every nei ghborhood, there is hope and
| ove and peopl e who dreamas | do of

a time when peace will cone to its

streets.

| have sung ny poens. | have
sung to the end of violence. | have
sung of its beauty. | have sung of

its people. And | sing now for ny
Cty, ny Philadelphia. | sing to the
peopl e of Phil adel phia from Broad and
d enwood, 68th and Wodbi ne, Rhawn
and Oxford, Cottnman and Frankf ord,
Benner and Torresdale, 10th and

Washi ngton, 70th and Wodl and, 52nd
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and Lancaster, Ridge and Ri pka. From
all the streets of this City, | sing
of nmy dreamthat peace will cone to
our streets. | raise ny hands to the
sky, sing ny poens and | have hope
for Phil adel phi a.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

WIlIl the Chief Cerk please
read the nanme of our next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Adrienne Smth.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. SMTH:. Good norni ng,
everyone. M/ nane is Adrienne Smth.
Thank you, Council President Johnson
and Counci |l man Thomas. Thank you so
much for the honor of being Chanpion
of the Wek.

As a little girl, | grewup in
Al exandria, Virginia so not too far
fromhere. And | renenber in
el ementary school we cane to

Phi | adel phia, so this is a ful

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 25/ 2024

80

1/ 25/ 24 - STATED - PUBLI C COMVENT
circle nmonent for me to be standing
in front of all of you. Also, wth
the nanme Adrienne, | can't think of
any other city where | would be nore
wel cone.

Both of ny parents were
teachers so education was very, very
i nportant and very revered in ny
household. | invented the Blitz
Chanpz Football Card Gane as a way to
spread the joy of football but also
to teach mat hematics and
strategic-thinking skills for
chi l dren.

' m honored that Council man
Thomas has chosen ne as Chanpi on of
the Week, and I will continue to work
hard to bring Blitz Chanpz workshops
to elenmentary and m ddl e school
students not only in Philadel phia but
t hroughout the United States.

W all know that reading is
fundanmental , but | also want to

propose that nathematics is
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paranmnount. Lastly, as a die hard
49ers fan, I'mstill feeling --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Hol , hol. Pause.

(Audi ence chuckl ed.)

M5. SMTH: |I'mstill feeling
sonme kind of way with respect to the
beat down that you gave us in the NFC
Chanpi onship |l ast year, so |'ma
little surprised that | amgoing to
even say this. But once again,
Counci | President Johnson, Council man
Thomas, all of the Council nenbers,

t hank you so much for honoring ne as
Chanpi on of the Wek and Fly Eagl es
Fly.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye, aye.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIlIl the Chief Cerk please read the
name of our next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker

is Jovita MIIl -- Jovita MII --
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Hill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Jovita HIl.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. HILL: Good norning,
Council President. | can't tell you

how good it feels to say thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re wel cone.

M5. HILL: And thank you al
of Council. | amJovita H Il and |
am the Executive Director of the
Phi | adel phi a Comm ssi on for Wnen.
When we are at full capacity, we are
conprised of 10 peopl e appoi nted by
t he Mayor and each of 17

Counci | menbers appoint a person for a

conmm ssion of 27 people, commtted to
wor ki ng to i nprove social education,
econom ¢ and heal th out cones for
wonen, girls, people who identify as
wonen, includi ng non-binary

i ndi vi dual s and forenpst, support
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equitable initiatives for wonen to
bring us to full equality.

We enbrace a collective inpact
nodel of advanci ng social justice
initiatives. And so, thank you for
this opportunity to express our
appreciation, and in particular to
Counci | mrember Ahnmad, to stand here in
solidarity recogni zi ng January as
Human Trafficki ng Preventi on Mont h.

Human trafficki ng and nodern
day sl avery causes significant and
l'ifelong, physical and nental costs
toits victins. Victins of human
trafficking can be divided in three
categories: They are children under
the age of 18 induced into comerci al
sex; adults induced into commrerci al
sex through force, fraud, coercion;
and children and adults induced to
perform | abor or services through
force, fraud or coercion. Prevention
has to be a priority. And nmake no

m stake, while human trafficking is a
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gl obal issue, it's happening right
here in our city and the surrounding
suburbs. I n many cases, these
victinms are honel ess teenagers.

Si nce 2017, the Phil adel phia
Conmm ssion for Wnen has j oi ned
I ndi vi dual s and organi zations to call
attention, especially during the
nont h of January, to Human
Trafficki ng Anareness Month. Since
2018, we have partnered with WOAR
Phi | adel phia's center Agai nst Sexual
Vi ol ence, for a personal care
collection drive, and you can drop
of f your donations at Room 577
bet ween now and the end of the nonth.
W recogni ze the inportant
work of the She is My Sister's
M nistry of Enon Tabernacl e Church
and its founding |leader, Dr. Ellyn Jo
Wal | er, who has been doing this work
since 2005, and the 24/7 365
i fesaving outreach of the Sal vation

Arny's New Day M nistry.
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| propose a challenge to al

of us to collectively roll up our
sleeves. It is critical to use data-
driven nethods to identify at-risk
popul ati ons, provide continued and
I ncreased funding for services and
resources for already identified
victins and invest in programming to
reduce vulnerability and inprove
resiliency.

Let's work together to
eradicate this blem sh on our
humanity. And before | |eave, | want
to remnd all of you Council nenbers
that you're new Counci |l nenbers and
you get to appoi nt sonmebody on the
Comm ssion for Wonen and you will al
be hearing fromne for your
appoi ntnments. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIlIl the Chief Cerk please call the
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next speaker.

CH EF CLERK: Ogbonna Hagi ns.

(Wtness approached podi um)

MR. HAG NS: (Good norni ng,
ever ybody.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good norni ng.

MR HAGNS: M nane is
Qgbonna Hagins and | was told that |
had to speak on this resolution to
provide rules for governnent. O
course, rules are necessary for
everything. |Its |laws are necessary
for everything. But what good are
the rules and the laws if you don't
follow the rules and the | aws.

Lenon | aws are | aws that
provi de a renmedy for purchasers of
cars and ot her consunmer goods to
conpensate for products that
repeatedly fail to make standards --
to nmeet standards of quality and
performance. W need the sane | aws

for voters who el ect people who
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repeatedly fail to deliver solutions
to | ongstandi ng probl ens.

Here's a case in point: The
Cty of Philadel phia stated inits
2021 Roadmap to Safer Conmunities,
whi ch is a conprehensive study of
Philly gun violence, and it states
and | quote, "Structural racism and
I nequity are at the root of gun
vi ol ence. Unenpl oynent, poverty
unresourced schools and the | ack of
educational attainnment remain drivers
of violence. 1In addition to targeted
i nterventions, we must continue to
harness the Cty's |arge-scale
i nvestnent in education and heal th,
and stay commtted to reducing
unnecessary and di sproportionate
contact with the justice system and
I ncarceration for the Black and Brown
Phi | adel phi ans, and to address the
causes, the root causes of gun
violence. This is howto prevent

further violence."
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This is what's on Page 3 in
that report. Can soneone pl ease
direct nme to the |large-scale
appropriations that address
structural racism poverty and
unenpl oynent in this Cty. There's a
reason why there will be zero
investment in this said area.
Phi | adel phia 2035 is the official
vision for the future of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. And very sinply put,
Afro Anericans are not in that plan.
So | suggest that you revisit
that 2035 plan to include
specifically the American Freednen,
the Afro Anmericans, which data states
that by 2053 we'll be at zero wealth.
What are you doi ng about that, Gty
Counci | ? \What are you doing? So
that's it. You guys have a great
day. Welcone to the new
Counci | menbers. | really hope that
you don't follow the standards of the

previ ous adm ni strations that, as we
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| ook around the Cty, have failed
Afro Americans. Have a great day.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you for your comment.

Thi s concl udes today's public
comment peri od.

CH EF CLERK: Three nore.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
There are three nore? Not at the
monent .

W will now ask the Chief
Clerk to please call the next
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: The next speaker
i s Angel a Reese.

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: | f
Angela isn't here, could the -- oh,
she's here. Gkay. Let's go, Angela.

(Wtness approached podi um)

M5. REESE: My name is Angel a
"The Survivor Diva" Reese, and | am

here to speak on the Cervi cal
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Cancer -- the Cervical Health
Awar eness Month resol ution. Good
nor ni ng, Council President,
Counci | mrenbers and citizens all in
att endance.

| ama victorious and bl essed

15-year survivor of netastatic
carci noma of the cervix. | was
paral yzed fromthe wai st down for
ei ght years fromside effects of
cervical cancer treatnents. | give
| eadership to the Pennsyl vani a
Nat i onal Cervical Cancer Coalition.
| amthe editor and publisher of the
Survivordiva.comDigital Mdia
Resource for cervical cancer
awar eness and disability inclusion
excel | ence advocacy. | aman active
menber of the National Coalition of
100 Bl ack Wonen, Pennsyl vani a
Chapter, and |'m serving on the
Health Comm ttee in that
or gani zati on.

Thank you, Councilwoman uh --
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I"msorry. Thank you, Council woman
La -- Lozada and Counci | woman
Kat herine G I nore Richardson and al
others that are listed on the
resolution. |'m speaking on behalf
of cervical cancer survivors such as
nysel f, advocates and supporters.

My concerns since the |ast
time that | actually gave public
comment here at Cty Council have
been -- they continue to be about one
stigma, attitudinal barriers,
resources and access in regards to
preventative vaccination, screening
and effective treatnent of
precancer ous conditions.

| really just don't want
anybody el se to have to go through
all that | have gone through and that
| have suffered through in all these
years. |'ve endured a lot and it
doesn't have to be because cervi cal
cancer is a preventable disease. |

hope that all of you do vote for the
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Cervical Health Awareness Month
resol ution and keep the conversation
goi ng, not only in January but al so
all year-round.

Pl ease visit the
Survivordi va.com ny website, or
NCC-online.org for nore information
about cervical cancer. And our
Chapter, we also had procl anations
across the country. And so, |I'mglad
that we're doing this on a | oca
| evel here in Philadel phia to bring
awareness to this issue. And pl ease
remenber that teal and white is the
new pi nk. Those are the colors for
cervi cal cancer awareness. And |
t hank you for your tinme. God bless
you all.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: The fi nal
speaker is Lindsey Franklin,

commenti ng on Counci |l menber Young's
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Act 135 resol ution.

(Wtness approached the
podi um)

M5. FRANKLIN:. My nane is
Li ndsey Franklin and |'"m here to
speak on ne and ny famly's
experience with Act 135. | first
i ke to thank Council man Young for
i ntroducing a resolution to get a
hearing to address Act 135.

Act 135, the Abandoned and

Bl i ghted Property Act, is being used

against me and ny famly by the
Fishtown BID as | stand here today,
1500 Frankford Avenue right on the
Frankford corridor. Fromthe nonment

the Act 135 petition was filed

agai nst us, we felt as though we were

targeted. Fromthe second this
petition was filed agai nst us, we

have felt nothing but hel pl ess.

My aunt who had lived in the

house had to go into a rehab after

| osing the use of her legs. W took
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care of her as best we could and the
hone as best we could while she was
in there. Uilities were all on.

The taxes were paid and we frequented
our house. Al of ny aunt's

bel ongi ngs were there as well as all
of our famly things and stuff that |
grew up wth.

We have been | oud and cl ear
since the petition was filed that we
have not in any way abandoned our
home, but that didn't matter fromthe
second the Act 135 petition was
filed. It's time for Act 135 to stop
flying under the radar. Fromthe
start of this journey, | did a ton of
research and started contacting nmany
people to try and get help. Mbst
people | spoke to had no idea that it
even existed. | knew nore than nost.

And the ones that did know
about it said, I'msorry you' re going
t hrough this but we cannot hel p you.

Because of the way Act 135 was
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witten, our hands were tied. This
is the nost stressful thing we have
ever experienced. M day begins and
ends with all of it. M aunt could
do nothing but cry and say that they
were taking her honme at the first
hearing and she wanted to go hone
very badly. She passed away Decenber
23rd.

The | ast ei ght nonths of her
life were overwhelned with the stress
of this. The last conversation | had
wi th her before she passed, she was
defeated. She couldn't stop crying
and begged ne to get the things out
of the hone before they took it. Act
135 is a tool being used in a
destructive nethod. It's used -- its
use needs to be turned back into
sonet hing that is productive for
communi ties, sonething that can help
support housing equality.

Act 135 has a role to play

with respect to inproving communities
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all across Phil adel phia. W cannot
continue to allowit be wielded in
such a predatory self-serving manner.
There are people suffering at the
hands of this just as we are now.
It's being exploited in the pursuits
of redevel opnment in | ower- and
m ddl e- cl ass nei ghbor hoods.

In a University of Penn study,
they state that Act 135 petitions are
di sproportionately filed in
communi ties, vulnerable to or
actively experiencing gentrification.
An anmendnent to Act 135 in 2014 nmde
Its use increase significantly. A
20- percent conservatorship fee and
all other fees are laid at the hands
of the owner of the property. So not
only were we forced to get a | awer
I n contingency, but the second the
petition was filed we had to pay
everything else that we did not
accumul at e oursel ves.

Changes nust be nade to
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protect vul nerable people in tines of
need. Any entity or person using Act
135 agai nst people who are suffering
shoul d be ashaned of thenselves. No
one who is trying their best in hard
times shoul d be put through sonet hing
i ke this because they struggle or
are at a di sadvantage. And
unfortunately, ny famly and |I know
this firsthand.

| just hope that changes can
be made to Act 135 so that it can
becone beneficial in its use. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thi s concl udes the public comment.

W will now consider the
resol utions on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endars. The Cerk
will read the titles of the

resol uti ons.
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CH EF CLERK: Resol ution No.
240001, A resolution to provide Rules
of the Government of the Council of
the Gty of Phil adel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Gauthier for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President.

| call for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Per sonal
privil ege.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | raise
that not to be rude, but to point out
that in our rules there is no such
thing as point of personal privilege.
And what 1'd like us to consider is
adopti ng a neasure that does that

because we have -- those of us who
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have been here before have used that
kind of a rude way of junping in
front of each other.

And what 1'd like to hopefully
avoi d during the budget process is us
actually doing that to each other.
|'ve been guilty of it,

M. President. And if we do and
adopt that, in a way we can nove
faster sonme of the budget process.
And | appreciate us kind of either
saying what it really neans and where
it isin the rules or get us to stop
doing it. The second -- and that's
what | woul d have to say. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. And | wll
recommend you have a conversati on
with the Majority Leader after and
y'all can consult as we establish the
rules for City Council. Thank you
very much

The Chair recognizes

Counci | woman G | nore Ri char dson.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Thank you so rnuch,
Council President. And | appreciate
that point and | |ook forward to
wor ki ng wi th Counci | nenber Jones.

M. President, | just wanted
to note that points of order are
listed in Mason's Manual of
Legi sl ative Procedure under 150-2,
232 to 236. W are governed by the
rules of Council but also Mason's
Manual of Legislative Procedure.

Wth that, | call for the
orders of the day and | call for the
previous question. Thank you,

M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gauthier for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President.

| call for the adoption of the
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resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |t
has been noved and seconded that the
resol uti on may be adopt ed.

Al in favor will signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it and the resol ution
has been adopted. This bill hasn't
been read -- excuse ne.

The Cerk will please read any
addi tional resolutions on the
Cal endar today.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
recogni zi ng January 22 through 26,
2024 as National Gun Viol ence
Survivors Week in honor of survivors
of gun violence and the |ifelong

burdens they carry, introduced by
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Counci | menber G I nore Richardson on
behal f of Council President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recognizes Majority Leader
Counci | woman Kat herine G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President. On your behalf, |
call for your adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |t
has been noved and seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l in favor signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And the
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resol ution honoring the African
Anerican Children's Book Project on
t he occasion of its 32nd Annual
African Anmerican Children's Book
Fair, introduced today by
Counci | nrenber G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Kat herine G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

I nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |t
has been noved and seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution

I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution

recogni zi ng January as Cervi cal
Cancer Awar eness Month, and
commendi ng the Pennsyl vani a Nati ona
Cervi cal Cancer Coalition Northwest
Phi | adel phi a Chapter Leader Angel a
"The Survivor Diva" Reese for her
wor k pronoti ng awar eness about
cervical cancer, introduced today by
Counci | mrenber G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Again, the Chair recognizes
Counci | menber G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci
Presi dent.

On behal f of Angela "The
Survivor Diva" Reese, | call for the
adopti on of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It
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has been noved and seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
aut hori zing the Coomittee on Fi nance
to investigate the operations and
signi ficant overspendi ng of the
O fice of Honel ess Services under the
previ ous adm ni stration as well as
the quality of services provided in
honmel ess services system introduced
today by Council nenber G | nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recognizes Majority Leader

Counci | mrenber Katherine Gl nore
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Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

| nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |t
has been noved and seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it, and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
aut hori zing the Commttee on
Education to hol d hearings concerning
the practice of "leveling" and its

i npact on students and teachers in
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the School District in Philadel phia,
especially follow ng the |earning
| oss caused by the COVID 19 pandeni c,
I ntroduced today by Council menber
G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recognizes Majority Leader
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

I nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |t
has been noved and seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it, and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
aut hori zing the Commttee on Commerce
and Economnmi c Devel opnent to conduct a
hearing on the Gty of Philadel phia's
capacity to prepare individuals of
al | educational backgrounds for
careers in the growing life sciences
i ndustry, with a focus on the cel
and gene therapy subsector,

i ntroduced today by Council nenber
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |t

has been noved and properly seconded
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that the resol ution be adopted.

All in favor wll signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zing the Committee on Streets
and Services to hold hearings to
I nvestigate the rise in noving
violations and traffic deaths since
2020 and explore solutions to create
a safer Phil adel phia for people
wal ki ng, cycling and driving,

I ntroduced today by Council nmenber
Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber

| sai ah Thomas, Deputy Wi p.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank you,
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Counci | President.

| nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Al'l those that signify -- all those
in favor will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
has been adopt ed.

Also, | just want to take a
nonment for the correction of the
record. It's Majority Wiip
Counci | menber | sai ah Thonas.

Go ahead, Chief derk.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution
recogni zi ng and congratul ati ng the
Chanpi on of the Week, Adrienne Snmith,
creator of the Blitz Chanpz

footbal | -t hened card gane and

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 25/ 2024

111

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

1/ 25/ 24 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
trail bl azer for wonen of color in
sports gaming, introduced today by
Majority Whip Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
| sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  Thank yo
Council President. Thank you, Chief
Cerk.

Thank you to Adrienne for

comng to the City of Philadel phia.

u,

And, Council nenbers, please enjoy the

cards. It's a phenonenal ganme. And
| enthusiastically nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
has been noved and seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

It
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
honoring the life and | egacy of Rich
"Yank" Yankow tz, the |egendary
Publ i ¢ League head coach at Dobbi ns
Techni cal Hi gh School, introduced
today by Majority Whip Thomas and
Counci | renber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
| sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you,
Counci | President.

And al so, thank you to ny
col | eague Counci | mrenber Young. And
we ent husiastically nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |t
has been noved and properly seconded

that the resol ution be adopted.
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Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution

passes.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution

honoring Jerry Jordan, President of
t he Phil adel phi a Federation of
Teachers on the occasion of his
retirenent, introduced today by
Counci | mrenber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Jones for a notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President.

Al'l of us know the retiring
president as a warrior for students
and staff alike that has fought for

decades for the education of young
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people in the Gty of Philadel phia.

He will be sorely m ssed, but we know

he's not going far. And so with
that, | nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
has been noved and properly seconded
that the resolution be adopted.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: A resolution
honoring the life and | egacy of
| egendary activi st and changenaker
Paul a Peebl es of The Phil adel phi a
Chai rwoman of the National Action

Net wor k, i ntroduced today by

It
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Counci | mrenbers Jones and Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you
again. It's sad that a warrior
passes, but she will be known forever
by her advocacy for the 5th District
in the Gty of Philadelphiain
general. \Wether she was a friend or
a foe, you knew. Wether she was a
friend fighting for you or friendly
as a sister chastising you about
sonet hi ng she may think we could do
better, she would |l et you know. And
she has bl essed this chanber on nmany
of occasion, pointing and tal king and
directing us to do better.

So on behal f of her |egacy and
nmy col |l eague Menber Young, | nove for
t he adopti on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |t

has been noved and properly seconded
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that the resol ution be adopted.

Al those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The resol ution i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
honori ng Phil adel phia's Living
Legends, Brian Pollitt, WIIiam Dade,
Onen Gowans, |11, Theodore Hi cks,
Carl Riley, Gabriel Hart and
Cat herine H cks for their
generation-defining contributions to
African American History in
Phi | adel phi a, introduced today by
Counci | mrenber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. President.
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| promse | won't have a
speech in Majority today because of
all of these comments. But during
l'iving | egends, these individuals
represent issues, three issues in
Phi | adel phia history.

The first is in your District
where WE.B. Du Bois did the
Phi | adel phi a Negro Study, where back
then | eaders of the City said
Phi | adel phi a was goi ng backwards and
to the dogs because of the mgration
of Negros fromthe South. He noved
into the 7th Ward and did a study
that showed simlar to what was
di scussed about 57 Bl ocks today. It
wasn't the color of the skin, but the
prej udi ce bei ng bestowed upon them
that was causing the problem and
that is a national and internationa
study. That's nunber one.

Nunber two, another defining
nonment was when PTC, Phil adel phi a

Transportati on Conpany -- you are too
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young to know what that is -- but it
was before SEPTA. Seven trolly
drivers were pronoted fromthe ranks
of the workforce and they were denied
seats on trolleys in Philadel phia
because they were Bl ack.

There was a seven-day boycott,
not by African Anericans, but by
their White col |l eagues that said, we
are not running this systemif you
pronote them This was a turning
point for the Gty of Philadel phia,
whi ch now with TWJ you can see that
we are a mmjor part of SEPTA
represented by Menber Bass's sister.

The third was one of the
integration of Grard College. Wen
there were protests to integrate that
col |l ege, there are thousands of young
Phi | adel phi ans that benefited from
t hat excl usive-then education. And
what we are working with is the
Pennsyl vani a Human Rel ati ons

Comm ssion to have al nost a Ted Tal k
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about those three issues during Bl ack
Hi story Month, and | |ook forward to
Counci | participation.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You' re going to nove for the adoption
of the resolution, sir?

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | nove for
t he adoption of the resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Second?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: It
has been noved and properly seconded
that the resol ution be adopted.

Al those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution

i s adopt ed.
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CH EF CLERK: A resolution
aut hori zing the Gty Council
Comm ttee on Technol ogy and
I nformation Services to hold hearings
exam ning data to nost effectively
I npl ement pl ace-based strategies and
appropriate technol ogi es, to reduce
violence in the targeted investnent
of research and services and
envi ronnment al i nprovenents,
I ntroduced today by Council menber
Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Thank
you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: It
has been noved and properly seconded
that the resolution be adopted.

All those in favor wl |l
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signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No resol ution.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution

i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resol ution

honori ng congratul ati ng the

Phi | adel phia restaurants and chefs
nanmed as sem -finalists for the 2024
Janes Beard Awards, introduced today
by Counci | nrenber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Thank
you agai n.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: | nove
for the adoption of the resolution.
Thank you.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It
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has been noved and properly seconded
that the resol ution be adopted.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those ayes have it, and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
congratul ating Captain Pedro R
Rosario for his pronotion to Deputy
Comm ssioner as the First Latino
officer to hold the position in the
226-year history of |aw enforcenent
in the Gty of Philadel phia,

i ntroduced today by Council nmenber
Lozada.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Lozada for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  Thank
you, Council President.

Before | call for the notion,
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| just want to recognize Pedro
Rosario in the work and his
commtnment to the comunity in East
D vision. Pedro has served over 27
years in the Police Departnent, and
nost of that time has been served in
East Division, which enconpasses the
24t h, 25th and 26th East Police
Di stricts which have been identified
as an area that has sonme of the
hi ghest nunbers of crinme. And so,
for soneone to spend nost of their
career in that area says a | ot about
who they are as an individual and
their commtnent to public service.

And so with that, I'd like to
call for the adoption of the
reconmendat i on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: It
has been noved and properly seconded
that the resolution is adopted.

Al'l those in favor w ||

signify by saying aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it, and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
aut horizing the Commttee on Conmerce
and Econom c Devel opnent to hold
heari ngs regardi ng the Abandoned and
Bl i ght ed Conservat orship Act of
Pennsyl vani a, introduced today by
Counci | renber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG.  Thank you,
M. President.

| nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |t

has been noved and properly seconded
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that the resol ution be adopted.

Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: And a resolution
recogni zi ng January 2024 as Hunman
Trafficking Prevention Month in the
Cty of Philadel phia, introduced
t oday by Council nenber Ahnmad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Ni na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  Thank
you, M. President.

Human trafficking, a hei nous
human rights violation, is defined as
the trade of human beings for the

pur pose of forced | abor, sexual
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sl avery or involuntary prostitution
ranks third behind drugs and weapons
anong the nost lucrative, elicit,
I nternational business industries.

This is of great interest to
nme as a nother of two girls. And I
want to tal k about the fact that we
have very little data around this
i ssue. A nore conprehensive data
coll ection and anal ysis system woul d
enabl e the Phil adel phia Police
Departnent and its federal and state
| aw enforcenent partners to better
under stand, confront and prevent
human trafficking in Philadel phia and
woul d go a | ong way toward an
efficient allocation of resources to
t hose nost in need.

I want to appl aud the work of
the individuals, and you heard from
sonme of them today who are shining a
light on this chronic issue, |ike ny
friend First Lady Dr. Ellyn Jo Waller

of Enon Tabernacl e Baptist Church for
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her work in this space via her
renowned She's My Sister Mnistry.
The Commonweal th Court Judge
Lori Dumas, who while in Common Pl eas
Court started the WRAP Court, which
Is working to restore adol escents
power to prevent further
victim zation and harmto these
i ndi vi dual s.
| want to nake sure that we
al so acknowl edge ot her commendabl e
anti-trafficking work that takes
pl ace under the auspi ces of
Phi | adel phia Anti-Trafficking
Coalition, which is spearheaded by
t he Covenant House and i ncl udes
Nationality Service Center, the
Sal vation Arny, Dawn's Pl ace and Enon
Bapti st Church as | nentioned.
| also want to commend Jovita
HIll, who's the Executive Director of
the Wonen's Conmmi ssi on, Phil adel phi a
Comm ssion for Wnen, for her work

and maki ng sure we are working with
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WOAR, who al so spoke here today about
col l ecting resources for survivors.

I want to thank you, Counci
President. And | nove for the
adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |t
has been noved and properly seconded
that a resolution be adopted.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: There are no
ot her resolutions on the Fina
Passage Cal endar, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That conpl etes our Cal endar for

t oday.
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COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: A
privileged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Council man Bri an
O Neill.

COUNCI LMAN O NEILL: If we can
find it, I would nove the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

(Brief pause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Council man Bri an
O Neill, who will make a notion for a
rul e of suspension on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI'LL: It's
not -- I'mnamng a street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Yes.

COUNCI LMAN O NEILL: 1s that
it?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Yes.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI'LL:  I"Il wait
until next week. Thank you. Ckay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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You' re wel conme, Council man.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: I' m not
changi ng the nanme of the street. |I'm
just adding a block of the street.
kay. No problem

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

Bef ore we ask for any speeches
on the part of the Mnority as well
as any speeches on the part of the
Majority, | just want to take a
nmonent to wel cone all the new nenbers
of Gty Council. Let's give thema
round of appl ause first and forenost.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
And al so, wel cone back the current
menbers of Gty Council. Gve thema
round of appl ause as well.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |
al so want to thank ny famly,
supporters and friends for taking

time out of your schedul e and comi ng
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down here and supporting ne as
Counci|l President during ny first
session, so | just want to hunbly and
personal | y say thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Even though the first one is in the
books, | want to thank the Tech team
and staff and all of the surroundi ng
cast around ne. Gve thema round of
appl ause as wel | .

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |
want to acknow edge the | ove of ny
life, the wind beneath ny w ngs, the
joy of my soul, the beat of ny heart,
nmy wife for taking tinme out of her
busy, busy, busy schedul e for being
here today. Thank you, Love, for
being here with ne. | appreciate it.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: At
this tinme, I'"'mgoing to ask are there

any speeches on behalf of the
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Mnority?
| acknow edge Counci | man
Ni col as O Rour ke.
COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  Thank

you, Council President.

Counci | President, colleagues,

general popul ous, good norni ng.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Good nor ni ng.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: My nane

Is Nicolas O Rourke. | am a pastor,
a pastor in charge of the Living
Water United Church of Christ in
Oxford GCrcle. | ama community
organi zer. Have cut ny teeth with a
group called PONER, many of you nmay
be famliar wwth. |'man advocate
for working people. |I'malso the
second now Wrking Fam|lies-el ected

official in the body --
( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  -- which

neans that | am an i ndependent. So

conme to this City Council w thout
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tethers to a party machine. |'m able
to work on behal f of Phil adel phi ans,
end of sentence. As a Working
Fam lies-elected, it also neans that
we are continuing to build durable,
nondel usi onal , accessi ble, political
power for the nulti-racial working
cl ass and working poor of this City.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  |I'm
doing so follow ng the | eadership of
nmy | eader, who unfortunately is not
with us today but is with us in

spirit, the Mnority Leader Kendra

Br ooks.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  And in
that spirit and that context, | am
willing to work and actual ly | ook

forward to working with all who stand
wi th our progressive values, but |
wi || never be confused about who |
work for. To be clear, that is the

beauti ful working people of
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Phi | adel phi a.

| want to extend some
gratitude for the fol ks who hel ped ne
during the canpaign and the el ection,
vol unt eers and wor ki ng peopl e who
believed in the canpai gn, who saw
t hrough lies that were shed and
supported us towards victory.

| want to express gratitude
for Leader Brooks and her office for
pavi ng the way these | ast four years,
probably arguably the toughest four
years that many Council persons have
experienced as well as the warm
wel cone that her team continues to
show our teamin hel pi ng us get
onboar ded.

| want to express gratitude
for ny famly, ny friends, ny
bel oved, ny wfe who surprised ne to
hop up in this upper canopy of this
roomin here in the bal cony today as

well as ny God. Anen.
( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  She's
worthy of a hand clap. During ny
term our office will endeavor to
govern with care and with
commonsense. \What does that nean to
nmne? It nmeans I'Il nobilize ny power
and our teamto fight poverty, to
hel p people and to protect the places
in which we |ive.

When | say fight poverty, |
mean that we continue to be the
poorest big city in the U S A, but
poverty is nmuch nore than just a
statistic that we repeat on the
canpaign trail or in this chanber.
This reflects thousands of
Phi | adel phi ans who are struggling to
pay their bills and feed their

fam |ies because poverty is

expensi ve.
Let ne be clear. | want to
unconplicate this nmatter. | want to

gi ve peopl e noney, and | want that to

not be a radical statenent. | want
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to put noney in people's pockets and
renove barriers to resources that we
all need to survive. | want to neet
t he basic needs that we know we need
to live here, by putting nore cash in

mor e hands.

During my term | will explore

opportunities to fight poverty in
this Gty, whether that be expandi ng
free public transit which hel ps our
wor ki ng fol ks actually get to the

j obs that put noney in their pockets,
whet her that be working for
guaranteed jobs prograns that w ||
benefit returning citizens or young
fol k who are | ooking for enpl oynent
or whet her that be advocating for and
finding ways to inpl enent what

Dr. King called for in the late '60s,
a uni versal basic i ncome, which
cities across the country continue to
tal k about as essential to working
fol ks com ng out of poverty and

getting what they need.
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( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: | al so
know t hat Phil adel phia is facing a
fund bal ance cliff. W need nore
noney and revenue in our City coffers
to elimnate poverty, so we'll work
to and push to create creative
approaches rather to rai se noney for
our city that don't put working
peopl e in jeopardy.

W'l |l hold | arge corporations
and institutions that are really
noneyed accountable to pay their
necessary and fair share to nmake our
city work. Helping people |ooks |like
wor ki ng -- our working people are the
i febl ood of Phil adel phia,
recogni zing that as a fact.

They are our recently
acknow edged essential workers, the
fol ks who cl ean our streets, who get
our groceries, who drive our buses
and our ride-shares, who take care of

our kids, who work in our hones, who
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build our hones. As a Council nenber,
| look forward and I will | ook out
for working people lIike they | ook out
for all of us. It is ny job to do
t hat .

"Il fight for our unions and
for workers' rights to unionize.

"Il chanpi on worker protections.

['l'l never cross your picket |ine and
I wll fight for safe working
conditions, livable wages and fair
contracts because that's what fol ks
deser ve.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:  When our
fol k are organi zed, we all win. Qur
communities are facing nmany threats:
gun vi ol ence, intrusive devel opnents,
the climate crisis that we see the
I npacts of our city experiencing.
During my term [|'Il be dedicated to
protecting our comunity fromthese
serious and existential threats.

['I'l support investnents in ending
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gun violence in this Gty by tackling
the root causes of violence, poverty
and hopel essness.

"Il push back agai nst the
urge to fight violence with nore
violence. We will be nore effective
when we invest in nental health care,
when we invest in opportunities for
our youth and when we invest in
robust parks, libraries and
recreation centers.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: 1" 1
| everage ny position to oppose
unwant ed di sruptive devel opnents. W
should affirmy prioritize community
voi ces in projects that inpact our
nei ghborhoods. W will continue to
| ook at the effects of this 76ers
arena in the Fashion District, to
protect Chinatown and the quality of
life in the surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods

as wel | .

( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: 1" 11
prioritize the clinmate crisis. W
are al ready experiencing many of the
effects here in the Cty, hotter
tenperatures, extrene flooding,
rising sea levels. W nust reduce
our city's carbon em ssions while
preparing our buildings, our roads,
our transit and public spaces for
climate inpacts. W all deserve
clean water to drink. Al of us
deserve clean air to breathe. W
al so deserve a livable world. Loca
governnment has an inportant role to
play in making our city resilient and
prepared for a warm ng worl d.

A promse that I'll dream big
with this Gty, wth ny coll eagues.
And | won't let ny dreamget in the
way of making change. | ama
pragmati st at heart. That's true.
I"'ma Virgo. But I'mnot afraid to
work wi th anyone who's dedicated to

fighting poverty, hel ping people and
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protecting the place with which we
l'ive.

I n policynmaking, you don't
often hear the word creativity often
except in the new commttee that |'ve
been honored to chair. But that is
what ny office intends to bring to
this table, creativity. The status
gquo is not working and hasn't been
wor ki ng for people who need it nost
inour city. So | intend to bring
forth ideas that will push the limts
of what the governnent can do.

That's what we shoul d do.

And while | fully intend to
row the ship in the sanme direction as
nmy col |l eagues as nmuch as possi bl e,
I"'mnot afraid to row backwards if we
need to, to right the wongs of the
past. Sonetines that's necessary.

I'"d like to take a nmoment to
di scuss ny purpose here in Gty
Council Chanbers. On its face, |I'm

here Iike the rest of ny coll eagues,
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to work with the Council President,
our new Council President who has
made so many investnents in us
al ready to nake sure that we are
prepared for this work as well as the
Mayor, the first Black wonan to | ead
this Gty.

Wrking with themto deliver
quality and accessible City services,
| do intend to do that. On the other
hand, | do not work for the Council
President, | do not work for the
Mayor or even necessarily taxpayers.
To be clear, as you nmay know | ama
pastor which nmeans | work solely for
a hi gher hope, a deeper devotion and
good, the higher power, whatever that
may nean for all of you.

| work to serve the humanity
that rum nates through all of us,
that flows through our cells in our
body, that notivates us to get up in
the norning, to be kind to each

other, to help each other, to
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actually live out the care and the
commonsense that we should be living
out, to face our fears, to bridge our
divides. In nmy world, we call this
faith. And as | sit here in a unique
position at the intersection of ny
faith and call to justice, | can't
hel p but feel extrenely notivated,
devout even, holy about ny purpose to
serve the people of Philadel phia and
beyond.

From Turtl e Bay to Pal esti ne,
all our liberation is tied together.
And it is ny duty and your duty to
honor and to fulfill it. The song
says,

“I'f I can hel p sonebody as |
pass along, if | can cheer sonebody
with a word or a song, if | can show
sonebody where the traveling wong,
then ny living will not be in vain.
If we can do our duty and as a good
one ought, if we can bring back

beauty to a world that's wought, if
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we can share |ove's nessage that the
master taught, then our living wll
not be in vain. M living will not
be in vain. M living will not be in
vain. Qooh, if | can show sonebody
where they're traveling wong, if |
can cheer sonebody with a word or a
song, if I can hel p sonebody as |
pass al ong, then our living will not
be in vain."

Gory to God and power to the
peopl e. Thank you so nuch.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
So, Menber O Rourke, we have an
i nhouse pastor so we'll call on you
fromtine to tine. But nowif | want
to hear a song or two or a tune, |
think we may call on you, but good
job. Thank you very much.

Any ot her speeches on behal f
of the Mnority, who | see isn't here
at this nonment.

I'"d like to call on the
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Honor abl e Katherine G| nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you so
much, M. President. First, 1'd |ike
to congratul ate you on your second
Counci | session as our Council
Presi dent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Yes. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: | |l ook forward to
servi ng under your | eadership and
wor king with you and the | eadership
team and all of the Council nenbers to
nove Phil adel phia forward.

In addition to that, 1'd like
to welcone all of our new nenbers of
Council. Please give them anot her
round of appl ause.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: W congratul ate each and

every one of you. And wel cone back
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to all of the seasoned nenbers of
Phi | adel phia Gty Council.

But today, M. President, |
rise to bid adieu and to say what
Maya Angel ou says we shoul d al ways
say, which is thank you. Because
thank you is what we say to Cod.
Today, M. President, | amremnm nded
about a saying that Ms. Sadie
Reynol ds, not her of forner
Counci | renber Bl ondel |l Reynol ds-
Brown, and she woul d al ways say,
Not hi ng good or bad | ast forever,
not hi ng good or bad | ast forever.

So today | rise to say thank
you to Dornell Burrell on his | ast
day as a team nenber in the office of
KGR Stand up, Dornell.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: He is conpletely
enbarrassed by this nonent, | know.
But Dornell Burrell is what | call an

Al Day 1 team nenber in ny office.
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And before that, M. President,
Dornell was also a part of ny Finance
teamwhen | first ran for office in
2019. He joined the teamin 2020 and
has been here every single day since
| started as a nmenber of Phil adel phia
Cty Council.

Dor nel | was responsi ble for
our Apprenticeshi p GQui debook, our
Labors Friday program He has been
our | abor liaison. He's been all
t hroughout the Phil adel phia comunity
and Dornell has done so nuch on
behal f of our office and has al ways
been a wonderful team nenber.

Dornell is what Bl ondell Reynol ds-
Brown used to say, Gone w thout the
E.

So while he's departing from
the office, he'll be joining one of
our partner organizations, Everybody
Buil ds. They assist us in doing the
work to ensure that we can properly

connect our constituents to
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opportunities in the apprenticeship
world, and | know that Dornell wll
do an excellent job. | know that he
will take all of the training that he
has had in the School of BRB and KGR
Hard Knocks with himover to
Ever ybody Buil ds.

So today | say thank you,
Dornell. Kudos and congratul ati ons
on a job well done. Thank you so
much.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Great job. [I've known Dornell prior
to comng to Council. Very, very
fine young man. Wsh you the best in
your future endeavors.

At this tinme | would like to
call on -- the Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Ant hony Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  Thank
you, Council President. | just want
to sinply say that | too am excited

seeing you up there in your second
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of ficial business role of Council
President, so we're | ooking forward
to your gui dance and your | eadership,
and al ready you' ve been doing a great
job. So thank you, Counci
President. You | ook good up there.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN PHILLIPS: | also
want to thank your Majority Leader
Kat herine G|l nore Richardson for al
t he gui dance and support that she's
al so given and | ooking forward to
working with her too. | just want to
say that this is going to be an
i ncredi bl e year in the Phil adel phi a
Cty Council. As our Council
Presi dent has said on nunerous tines,
it is a new day.

Today we were able to start on
time for the first tinme in many
years --

(Laughter.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS: -- and
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we' ve al so seen sone ot her changes
that has been | ed by our | eadership
teamw th Council President. But |
al so I ook forward to working this
year as the new Chair of Parks & Rec
as well as the Chair of Children and
Yout h and Vi ce-Chair of Education.

| want to take tinme to say
that we're going to do a |lot of work
inthe Cty to help one of our nopst
vul nerabl e popul ations, and that is
our young people and adult citizens.
And through this commttee, our hope
Is that we can extend prograns
around -- Children and Youth
Conmi ttee, around out-of -school
prograns, we're going to review that,
juvenile justice issues and exani ni ng
I ssues around parenting anong ot her
t hi ngs we can do to support young
people and famlies in the Gty.

And then lastly, | do want to
note that |I'mthankful for the

gui dance and support of our
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Counci | woman C ndy Bass who was the
previ ous Chair of Children and Youth.
| ook forward to working with her.
And then al so, |saiah Thomas on the
Education Comm ttee.

W will be having a District
O fice open house on February 21st in
the 9th District. So conme on by,
| earn about all the initiatives and
exciting things that we're going to
be doing this year around building a
village. [It's going to be at 1503C
Wadsworth Avenue from 4:00 to
7:00 ppm So if you're in the 9th
District and you're |istening, you
know who you are. East QGak Lane,
d ney, Mouunt Airy, West OGak Lane,
Fern Rock, Logan as well as Lower
Nort heast, cone on out and | | ook
forward to neeting you and seeing you
February 24th -- February 21st, 4:00
to 7:00 p.m 1503 Wadsworth Avenue
from4:00 to 7:00 for open house.

See you soon.
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Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

| want to al so acknow edge the
presence of the | eader of Local 332,
M. Sam Staten, Jr. Thank you for
j 0i ni ng us today.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: At
this tinme, | acknow edge Council worman
Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER: Thank
you, Council President, and
congratul ati ons once again on your
presidency. Congrats as well to the
whol e Majority | eadership team as
well as to the Mnority | eadership
team I|I'mreally excited about
everything we'll acconplish together
this term

If you stopped soneone on the
street and asked them what nakes
Phi | adel phia special, they wll tell

you it is because we are a city of
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nei ghbor hoods. But the very thing
t hat makes Phil adel phi a Phil adel phi a
I's under attack, because nmany of our
nei ghbor hoods are becom ng hostile to
the Black and Brown fam|ies who have
stewarded them for generations.

More than 4 in 10 West and
Sout hwest Phil adel phia famlies |ive
i n hones they cannot afford. And
citywi de, we have a rent gap of $75
mllion every nonth. This noney does
not conme out of thin air. Annually
it represents nearly $900 nillion
worth of essentials |ike health care
and food that our constituents can no
| onger afford because they have to
spend it on rent, and it enbodies
hundreds of mllions of dollars that
shoul d be flowng into our | ocal
econony.
No matter where you | ook, data

tells the sane story. Far too many
Phi | adel phi ans can no | onger afford

to live in Philadel phia. So we have
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a choice. The communities that
endured redlining, endured
de-industrialization, endured
di sinvestnent, wll they finally be
able to look to their | ocal
governnment as their chanpion or wll
we | et the displacenent tidal wave
wash t hem away?

As the Chair of Council's
Comm ttee on Housing and Nei ghbor hood
Devel opnent and the Honel ess as wel |
as the Gty's only el ected urban
pl anner, | refuse to stand idly by as
our nei ghborhoods face this
exi stential threat. W cannot get to
Z before first achieving A. And
whi | e homeownershi p m ght be the
ultimate goal, we need genuinely
affordable rental units to get there,
because you cannot save for a down
paynment if you're spending half of
your incone on rent.

That's why this terml| w ]l
re-up ny efforts to help good faith
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comuni ty- based devel opers build new
genui nely affordabl e housing for
famlies, for aspiring honeowners and
for tenants. This means increasing
funding in our Housing Trust Fund and
I nvesting noney in it back into our
nei ghbor hoods as well as putting our
City-owned vacant land to work for
housi ng that nost Phil adel phians can
actually afford.

And nowhere is this effort
nore inportant than in nei ghborhoods
of opportunity where residents can
easily access fam |l y-sustaining jobs,
hi gh-qual ity schools, public
transportation and ot her anenities
that will help themto thrive. And
while we build new units, we can
break down barriers preventing
t housands of famlies from accessing
safe, stable and affordabl e hones by
cracki ng down on ranpant illega
di scri m nati on agai nst residents

usi ng housi ng vouchers.
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Honeowner s desperately need
our help too. Famlies and seniors
who have proudly owned their hones
for decades are being displaced, not
by rising rents, not by nortgage
payments, but by G ty-inposed
property taxes. The Gty nust
recogni ze and rectify its role in
di spl acenent. That's why | wll also
take a forensic | ook at our property
tax code and work towards real estate
tax equity.

Qur nei ghbor hoods are counting
on Gty Council to chart a new
course, one that defies displacenent.
There is a lot to do. But if we do
not act with the sense of urgency
this crisis demands and the
wi | lingness to reject the broken
status quo that created this ness in
the first place, we may no | onger be
able to call Philadel phia the nmulti-
racial, nulti-generational necca that

makes us so uni que and so speci al.
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| ook forward to hitting the
ground runni ng and working with ny
Counci | coll eagues, the Parker
Adm ni stration, nei ghborhood-based
devel opers and the conmunity to
achi eve housing justice. Thank you
so mnuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. You're wel cone.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank you,
M. President.

Col | eagues, ny nane is Jeffrey
Young, Jr. [|I'ma father. I'ma
fiancé to ny lovely fiancée Jennifer.
| know she's watching. She sent ne
screenshots all norning. And |I'm an
attorney and |I'mthe Council nenber
fromthe 5th Council District here in
the Gty of Phil adel phia.

( Appl ause.)
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG. So for
t hose of you who don't know, the 5th
District conprises of North
Phi | adel phia, Fi shtown and parts of
Center City. And as a protégé of a
former 5th District Council menber
turned Mayor, colleagues, |'msorry,
| nmust warn you over the next few
years while | have the floor, | wll
be brief no matter how long it takes.

This really is a full circle
nmonment for nme having wal ked into this
bui l ding 20 years ago as a high
school intern. From being a person
whose father dropped out of Gatz to
an attorney and now a nenber of this
est eened body, who woul d have
t hought. Who woul d have thought that
t hrough the struggles of w tnessing
subst ance abuse and donestic
violence, | would be here.

Who woul d have thought that
after losing nmy chil dhood hone to

nort gage forecl osure because of a
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single nother's inability to work due
to a disability, that |I would be
here. Who woul d have thought that
soneone whose grandnother had | ess
than a 5th grade education and lived
i n public housing for 50 years, that
I'd be here. Wo would have thought
that after | osing countless friends
and famly to the streets in violence
that plagues the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, that | would be here.
"Il tell you who -- ne.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG MW fanily
and ny close friends, those who | ove
me and sacrificed for nme, who halted
their own lives to make sure that I
made the ball ot despite the struggles
they're all going through in their
own lives. To a comunity who was
struggling while you're going
through, it's hard to see the |ight
at the end. It's hard to see why

you' re eating Ranmen noodles for three
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nont hs strai ght during your first
semester in | aw school,

M. President, right.

It's hard to see why you're
struggling to bal ance the rigorous
academ c requirenents with a soci al
life when your peers in | aw schoo
are the children of judges, corporate
partners and United States Senators.
This is a nmessage for all who can
hear ny voice. W belong here. W
deserve to be in these roonms. No
matter what we face, the obstacles in
our way, we always have a choi ce.

You w Il always have a choice
to stay positive, to keep going and
chase your dreans. To quote the
artist Meek MII, "This is for ny
dreanthasers. Keep chasing. Gind
gone turn into your shine. Be
patient." To all who can hear ny
voice, | amproof that if you believe
in yourself and surround yourself

with love and positivity, your dreans
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cone true.

Council President, | amreally
living my dreamto represent ny
comunity. And with this
representation, today | introduced a
resolution calling for this body to
hol d hearings to exam ne the inpact
of the Abandoned and Bl i ghted
Property Act al so known as Act 135.

Col | eagues, you've heard from
Ms. Lindsey Franklin on how this has
I npacted her famly's lives. | can
tell you that there are hundreds nore
out there like her. Although it is
wel | -intentioned in practice, this
| aw has becone predatory and shifts
the equity away from di sadvant aged
communities, and this is sonething I
know for a fact.

I know this because | have
represented multiple clients in court
defendi ng their property rights
trying to maintain what little wealth

t hey have, which has been passed down

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
01/ 25/ 2024

162

© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N DN DN MDD P P P FP P PP R PP
o b~ W N B O © 00 N oo 0o M W N B+, O

1/ 25/ 24 - STATED - SPEECHES
by a famly nmenber or a | oved one.
And as you all heard from
Ms. Franklin, many victins being | ow
I ncone and just struggling to
survi ve.

And, col |l eagues, many of whom
I've known well before becom ng a
menber of this body, it is with these
lived-life experiences that 1'll use
to guide ny principles to ensure that
residents throughout the 5th District
and beyond are protected.

M. President, |I'"'mexcited to
do the work of the people because |
am the people. As |'ve stated tine
and tine again, |'ve always been a
public servant at heart. |'ve al ways
had been the voice of the voicel ess.
And being an elected official, being
chosen by the people to represent
themis the highest honor of public
service. |It's so surreal again being
in here just -- as | said, | was an

intern 20 years ago and wal ki ng
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around, a shy kid, not know ng what
direction | wanted to go in, inlife.

But now today with this new
energy of ny coll eagues, the new
energy of M. President, the new
energy of the Mayor, | do believe
that this Gty can go in the right
di recti on and becone the greatest
city that this country has.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG W have
everything necessary to do that. W
have every node of transportation at
the visure of the Transportation and
Uilities Commttee. We'I|l nmake sure
that our air is protected, our
freight is protected. As the Chair
of the Streets and Services
Commttee, we wll neke sure that
your quality of life is protected in
this Cty. You got to slow these
dam cars down. Thank you,
Counci | woman Lozada.

So to ny col |l eagues, we have
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to do the work of the people. W
have to. The people put us here and
it's our duty to represent themto
our fullest effect.

So with that, M. President, |
| ook forward to working with you.
I've known you before you were an
el ected official doing the Put It
Down gun rally with M. Darryl
Shuler, so | look forward to this.

" mexcited about this, to do the
people's work. And if you' re not
excited about this, | think you're in
the wong job. So thank you so nuch,
M. President.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

Counci | renber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:  Thank
you so nuch, Council President.

Thank you to all ny coll eagues
who spoke before ne for that amazing

and heartfelt personal speech as
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well. Coll eague Young, | would add
not only do we have all of the
el ements for Phil adel phia to be our
great est success, but we al so have
the will. And | feel Iike we harnes
the energy and the optim sm and the
will fromthis body. Wth our great
| eadership and the | eadership in the
Mayor's Office, nothing is going to
stop us. So | amwth you all, all
t he way.

| want to say how honored I
to have been elected and to serve ny
first session as a Council nenber.
These first few weeks have been a
whirlw nd and wonderful, and I'm
really excited to get to work with
all 16 of ny coll eagues to inprove
our city.

As the new y-appoi nted Chair
of the Technol ogy and I nformation
Services Commttee, | introduced the
57+ Bl ocks resolution to hold

hearings that will bring in subject

S

am
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matter experts, conmunity nenbers and
urban policy thought |eaders to
di scuss data-driven solutions to our
gun vi ol ence epi dem c.

W have an opportunity to
utilize data nore holistically, to
devel op communi ty- based and
nei ghbor hood- specific solutions to
vi ol ence across the City and we nust
sei ze that opportunity. In 2021, the
Phi | adel phia Inquirer reported that
there are nore than 57 bl ocks in
Phi | adel phi a that experience the
hi ghest rates of gun violence. These
bl ocks exist within the intersection
of historical and present racism
di si nvest nent and poverty.

Since that report, the nunber
of bl ocks affected have continually
I ncreased. The 57+ Bl ocks Coalition
| ed by the ingenious Reverend
Dr. Hol ston sets the standard for the
rest of us on howto literally save

people's lives. Philadelphiais full
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of imaginative, powerful community
| eaders who are organi zi ng as we
speak to conbat the gun viol ence
epi dem c¢ that robs young
Phi | adel phi ans of their future.

We nust use every single
resource at our disposal to support
and uplift their efforts, and that
means being creative and strategic
wi th how we use data and technol ogy
across the City. Throughout the
hearings, | ook forward to | earning
fromexperts and those with |ived
experience to gain nore information
about the evidence-based sol utions we
can inplenent as a | egislative body.

| thank ny col | eagues for
their support on this resolution,
Counci | President Johnson,
Counci | members Jones, Gauthi er,
Squilla, Bass, Phillips, Glnore
Ri chardson, Harrity, Young, O Neill,
O Rourke, Driscoll, Thomas, Brooks

and Ahnmad. There's a | ot of us who
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want to make significant change.

| can't wait to work with
Counci | menber Gauthier as Vice-Chair
of the Housing Commttee and with
Council -- with Majority Whip Thomas
on Legislative Oversight and all of
my other commttees. W're going to
make real change. And as everybody
has shouted out their spouse's and
significant others, ny wife can't be
here today because she is diligently
representing | owincone Philadel phia
honmeowners, but shout-out to her as
she's watching ne right now.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:  So
as we wap (inaudible) -- as we wap
up, | said the press always ask a | ot
of questions, right. Are you excited
in how you feel about today, and |
went on the record several different
tinmes really tal ki ng about ne being
excited for ny colleagues. And it

was based upon all of your energy,
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your ent husi asm whi ch was shown
t oday.

And so, | look forward to us
col l ectively working together to nove
this great Gty of Phil adel phia
forward. And it's an honor and a
privilege to have the opportunity not
only to | ead you, but nost
i nportantly work beside you in
advocating for those who need a
voi ce.

So with that being said, the
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber Thomas
for a notion to adjourn.

(Brief pause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
l"msorry. One second. The Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber N na Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMVAD:  Yes, |
won't be | ong.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Take your tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMVAD: | j ust

want to first thank you, Counci
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Presi dent, for your |eadership, your
entire team here, particularly our
Majority Leader who has been very
ki nd and wel com ng and checki ng up on
all of us, our Whip and our Deputy
Whi p who' s ny nei ghbor here and
nei ghbor in real life. | amso
honored to be here.

| want to thank the Gty of
Phi | adel phia for voting for soneone
i ke me who has been invited into
this space by so nany of you by
voting for me as an inmgrant to this
Cty. This Cty has taken care of
me, has |oved ne, |oved ny children,
my famly. |'ve been able to do al
this and be sitting here today.

| pinch nyself to say, only in
this country is it possible for
soneone like me to cone here with
not hi ng and get here and get an
educati on, have a hone, raise two
| ovely children, have a business with

nmy husband and finally be able to
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serve the Gty of Phil adel phia. |
make a vow that | will be always the
diligent public servant that | should
be and I will be and ny door is open,
557.

I won't speak to the
resolution | spoke about, but we nust
make sure we do not forget anybody.
There's a | ot of people who feel
invisible inthis Cty, and we nust
make every effort on every front to
make sure their voices are heard and
their needs are net. So | thank all
nmy col |l eagues here, for being here,
for doing this work of this great
body. And whil e Phil adel phia has
chal | enges, Phil adel phia has a | ot of
prom se, enornous anount of proni se.

And |'"mvery glad we're going
to be data-oriented, evidence-based.
" mdelighted as the only scienti st
on this body to see all ny coll eagues
excited about doi ng work that

actually has results and to able to
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track those, be accountable and
transparent.

So | thank you all for your
attention. | thank everybody in this
august chamber. | just once again
say thank you for having ne.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Just for a matter of data, as a body
today we introduced 21 bills and 28
resolutions. | think that's a good

start.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:  So

with that being said, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | nenber Thonmas for a
noti on to adjourn.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank you,
Counci|l President. And again,
congratulations to all of ny
col | eagues, both new and ol d.

| nove that Council stand
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adj ourned until Thursday, February 1,
2024 at 10:00 a.m sharp, Counci
President. 10:00 a.m sharp.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: Do
we have a second?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON: |t
has been noved and seconded t hat
Counci | stand adj ourned until
Thur sday, February 1, 2024 at
10: 00 a. m sharp.

Al in favor wll say aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it, and the notion
carries. Thank you all very much.

(Stated Meeting adj ourned at
12:32 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

I, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evi dence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographic notes taken by
me in the foregoing natter, and that this is

a correct transcript of the sane.

__C__Xb____w_é\_g_QmMu

TANEHA CARRCOLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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