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COUNCI L OF THE CI TY OF PH LADELPH A

STATED MEETI NG

Cty Hall, Room 400

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a

Thur sday, Septenber 11, 2025
10: 00 a. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCI LWOVAN RUE LANDAU
COUNCI LWOVAN NI NA - AHVAD
COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROOKS
COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER
COUNCI LWOVAN KATHERI NE' G LMORE- RI CHARDSON
COUNCI LWOVAN QUETCY M LOZADA
COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS
COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL
COUNCI LMAN CURTIS J. JONES, JR
COUNCI LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE
COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG, JR
COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS
COUNCI LMAN BRI AN O NEI LL

ELI ZABETH MCCOLLUM Chief derk
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PROCEEDI NGS

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good norni ng, everyone. (Good
nor ni ng, everyone.

| note that the hour has
cone and that a quorumof this
Council is present. This city
Council is now comng to order. |I'm
asking all nenbers to pl ease take
your seats. Al visitors, please
retire to their seats outside the
rails, and pl ease take all sidebar
conversations out of the Counci
chanbers. | amgoing to ask anyone
who has a cell phone to pl ease put
it on silent or vibrate.

Wel come back menbers of
Gty Council. Wlcone back nenbers
of the public. Exciting day-to-day
as we kick off our fall session of
Cty Council. To give our
i nvocation this norning, the Chair

recogni zes Fat her Joseph Zal eski,
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pastor of the St. Katherine of Siena
Parish. He's here today as guest of
Counci | menber Mark Squilla. 'l
ask all nenbers and guests to pl ease
rise.

PASTOR ZALESKI : Today
bei ng the 9/11 anniversary and all
t hat that has happened in our
country in the last few nonths, |
t hought that the peace prayer St.
Francis of Assisi was nost
appropri ate.

Lord, nmake nme an i nstrunent
of your peace. Were there is
hatred, let ne so |ove. Where there
Is injury, pardon. \ere there is
doubt, faith. \Were there is
despair, hope. Were there is
darkness, light. And where there is
sadness, | oy.

Oh, divine master grant
that | may not so nuch seek to be

consoled as to console. To be
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understood as to understand. To be
|l oved as to love. For it is giving
that we receive. And it is in
pardoni ng that we are pardoned. And
it is dying that we are all born to
eternal life. Through Christ our
Lord. Anen.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Amen. The Chair thanks the Pastor
for the invocation. Council wll be
at ease.

The next order of business
Is the approval of the journal of
the neeting of Thursday, June the
12t h, 2025. The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Deputy Wi p, C ndy
Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank
you, M. President. | nove that the
journal of the neeting of Thursday,
June 12th, 2025 be approved.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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It has been noved and properly
seconded that the journal of the
meeti ng of Thursday, June the 12th,
2025 stand approved. Al those in
favor will indicate by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it and
the journal is approved. The next
order of business is request for
| eave of absence. And the Chair
recogni zes Majority Leader Katherine
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Thank you, M. President. On behalf
of the majority, there are no
requests for |eave of absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. The Chair
recogni zes Mnority Leader
Counci | nrenber Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCOKS:

Thank you so much, Counci
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President. On the behalf of the
mnority, there's one request for a
| eave of absence today, on the
behal f of Mnority Wi p Ni chol as
O Rour ke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. The Chair
t hanks the Council nenber and | eave
Is granted. The Chair now
recogni zed Majority Leader Katherine
G I nore Richardson for a notion
concerning certain | egislative
matters that may arise during the
course of today's session of counsel
that were not listed on the cal endar
circulated prior to today's counsel
sessi on.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Thank you, M. President. | nove
that any of the follow ng matters,
i f considered today, may be added to
the agenda for this session of

Counci|l and as required by | aw,
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subsequent |y published on an anended
agenda after the consideration of
those matters.

Resol uti ons aut hori zi ng
heari ngs, anendnents to bills on
first reading, the reconsideration
of a bill veto by or recall fromthe
mayor, anendments to bills recal
fromthe mayor, resolutions taking
substantive action to be voted on in
this session, a notion to withdraw a
bill or resolution that is not on
the cal endar, and a notion placing a
bill or resolution on, or returning
a bill or resolution fromthe
suspensi on cal endar that is not
listed on today's cal endar.

The purpose of this notion
Is to provide the public wth notice
concerni ng possi bl e actions by
counsel that arose too late to be
i ncl uded on the cal endar that was

publ i shed prior to today's session.
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COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the legislative matter
stated by Majority Leader Katherine
G Il nore Richardson nay be added to
t he agenda for today should those
matters arise during the course of
this session of Council. All those
in favor will signify by saying aye.
COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it and
the notion carries. The Chair wll
di spense with the regul ar order of
busi ness to recogni ze the guests and
visitors joining us in chanbers this
norni ng. On behalf of all nenbers
of Council, we welcone you and
appreci ate you taking your tine to
join us as we attend to the
| egi slative affairs of our city and

we certainly invite you to cone
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again. The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President. |I'mhere
today to want to wel cone a guest.
We have an exchange student here
fromltaly, Jacopo Di Vicentis,
who's here as -- a political science
maj or, visiting Philadel phia through
t he exchange program of Dr. Nesti co,
who is here with Filitalia, where
they work to exchange people from
Phi | adel phia over to Italy, and from
then fromour country there and from
-- there over to here. And | |ike
himto stand up and pl ease give them
a warm wel come from Phil adel phi a.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The Chair recognizes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
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Thank you. Thank you, Council
President. Today | rise to
recogni ze a special guest that we're
hosting today in ny office, Bl ake
Toliver, who is a second-year |aw
student at the University of
Pennsyl vani a | aw school, Penn Carey
Law. He's currently involved with
t he Bl ack Law Student Association at
Penn, where he serves as the vice
president and his interests include
| aw, public policy, and regulatory
conpliance. W wel cone Bl ake
Tolliver to Philadelphia Gty
Counci | today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. The Chair
recogni zes Council menber Dr. Ant hony
Philli ps.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President. It's
great to be back. | just want to

qui ckly recogni ze It Takes Philly,
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whi ch is an organi zation founded by
Dr. Ala Stanford, intended to expose
young people to opportunities as
wel | as credible adults who can nake
a difference in their lives and
experi ences.

It Takes Philly
organi zation is here today. If we
all can -- the Board and sone of its
nmenbers and volunteers, if they al
could be stand -- if they all could
stand to be recognized. It Takes
Philly is in the house. You al
will be hearing fromDr. Al a
Stanford nonentarily about the work
of It Takes Philly. She al so
happens to be a nenber of ny church,
Sal em Bapti st Church. Al right.
God bl ess.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. W wel cone all
of you to Gty Council. Let's give

them all anot her round of appl ause,
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pl ease.

| also want to take a
noment to acknow edge a young | ady
who plays a pivotal role in making
sure that the work that we are doing
in ternms of working on behalf of the
residents and the citizens here in
the city of Phil adel phia froma
communi cati on standpoint. Rather,
that's comng out to community
events and doi ng coverage, or com ng
to our round table discussions that
we're having in Gty Council and
maki ng sure that information is
pronoted to the wi der public.

Today is her last day as
t he visual comrunications intern,
and she worked very, very hard on
our behalf. Let's give Ms. Ta'Liyah
Thomas a real big round of appl ause.
Student at Tenple University, when
you-al |l doing those newsletters and

getting your pictures on your -- on
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your website, and Ti kTok, and
I nstagram and Facebook, and all of
that good stuff that we like to do
to communi cate our nessage, this
young | ady has worked very
diligently and hard on our behal f.
At this nonent, | want to
ask, can everyone rise for a second
I n chanbers as we nenorialize and
recogni ze the 24th anniversary of
the Septenber 11th terrori st
attacks. Gty Council wll pause to
honor the lives lost, the famlies
forever changed, and the brave
firefighters and first responders
who ran toward dangers to save
ot hers.
Nearly a quarter century
| ater, we carry the nenories of
nearly 3,000 souls taken from us,
and we recommt ourselves to
ensuring that their |egacy is never

forgotten. May we never forget the
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| essons of that day, that even in
our darkest hours, resilience,
conpassi on, and unity can |light the
way forward. We will now take a
noment of silence for the Iives | ost
on Septenber 11th of 2021

There being no
presentations today, Council wll be
at ease. M. Phillips, would you
i ke to acknow edge the head of the
Bl ack Doctors?

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Your consortiumhere in the city of
Phi | adel phi a, who we work very
diligently with. They pretty nuch
saved the city of Philadel phia when
we were on the brink of catastrophe,
when we had to address the issue of
COVID, led by our Majority Leader
Counci | man Kat herine G| nore

Ri chardson. Menber Phillips?
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COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Yes, absolutely. And also want to
qui ckly announce that Judge Craig
Washi ngton as a volunteer here. He
with It Takes Philly, he's here as
well too a nenber of Sal em Bapti st
Church. But | also want to say,
yes, we have the esteened,
i ncredi bl e servant Dr. Ala Stanford
Is here today, founder of It Takes
Phi | adel phi a.

She doesn't cone to
Phi | adel phia Gty Council often, but
all of Philadel phia knows the
i ncredi ble work she did to save our
lives during a very incredible
crisis in our world -- in our world.
And she started off a huge
initiative to nmake sure that we were
tested and we were, and we were al so
recei ved the vaccine. And she does
a lot of great work with young

people. W wanted to recogni ze her.
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Everyone, Gty of Phil adel phi a,
Dr. Ala Stanford. Phil adel phi a,
you' Il be hearing from her
nmonmentarily during public conment.
Thank you so much.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, sir. The next order of
busi ness is comunications. The
Chair requests that the Sergeant at
Arnms deliver the nessages fromthe
Mayor to the Chief Cerk. WII the
Chief Cerk please read the nessages
fromthe Mayor and any ot her
communi cations in her possession?

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nmenbers of the Counci
of the Gty of Philadelphia. 1'm
pl eased to advise you that on June
13th, 2025, | signed the follow ng
bills which were passed by Counci
at its session on June 5th, 2025.
Bill No. 250001, 250371, 250433,
250434, 250440, 250485, 250486,
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250487.

And that on June 13th, |
signed the follow ng bills which
wer e passed by Council at its
session on June 12th, 2025. Bil
No. 241024, 250103, 250174, 250195,
250196, 250197, 250198, 250199,
250200, 250201, 250202, 250210,
250211, 250212, 250291, 250332,
250432, 250523, 250524, 250525,
250528, 250529, 250566, 250567,
250568, and 250571.

And then on June 18t h,
2025, | signed the following bills
whi ch were passed by Council at
session on June 12th, 2025. Bil
No. 250437, 240666, 250175, 250372,
250378, 250426, 250435, 250438,
250441.

And that on June 26th,
2025, | signed the following bills
whi ch were passed by Council at a

sessi on on June 12th, 2025: 241082,
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250293, 250328, 250334, 250379,
250384, 250425, 250427, 250430,
250431, 250439, 250483, 250484- A,
250488, 250489, 250490, 250494,
250532, 250535, 250536, 250538,
250569, and 250570.

And that on June 26th,
2025, | signed the following bills
whi ch were passed by Council at its
session on June 5th, 2025. Bill No.
250492.

And on June 26th, 2025, |
signed the follow ng bill which was
passed by Council at a session on
June 12th, 2025: 250537.

And that on July 1st, |
signed the followng bill which was
passed by Council at its session on
June 12th, 2025: 250436-A

And that on July 16th,
2025, | signed the follow ng bil
whi ch was passed by Council at its
session on June 12th, 2025. Bil
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No. 250526.

And that on Septenber 3rd,
2025, | signed the follow ng bil
whi ch was passed by Council at its
session on June 12th, 2025. Bil
No. 250044- A, 250045.

And that on Septenber 8th,
2025, | signed the follow ng bil
whi ch was passed by Council at its
session on June 12th, 2025: 241057.

And then on Septenber 10t h,
2025, | signed the -- signed the
follow ng bill which was passed by
Council at its session on June 12th,
2025: 240671

And on Septenber 10th, Bil
No. 250041, 250043, 250213-A,
250273, and Bill No. 250292 and Bil
No. 250331 were returned to Counci
unsi gned.

Pursuant to sections 4-604
and 2-307 of the Honme Rule Charter,

| amtoday transmitting to the
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Council the recommendati on of the
City Planning Conm ssion on the
following bills. Bill No. 250606,
45 days, 250608, 250648, and 250652.

And |I'm submitting herewith
for the consideration of your
honor abl e body the follow ng
proposed ordi nance. An ordi nance
amendi ng Chapter 12-3400 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled, Use of
an Aut omat ed Speed Enf or cenent
System to inprove safety by
provi ding for the use,
adm ni stration, and enforcenent of
aut omat ed speed caneras on
desi gnated state routes under
certain terns and conditions.

And an ordi nance
authorizing the Cty of Phil adel phia
to construct, own, and nmintain
various right of way encroachnents
under certain ternms and conditions.

And an ordi nance anendi ng
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12-900 of the Phil adel phia Code,
entitled Parking Regul ati ons and
Penalties, to confirmregul ati ons
adopted by the Departnent of Streets
that establish and revised tine
limted, and other rules restricting
par ki ng, stopping and standi ng
i ncluding the establishnent of a
time restricted | oading zones in the
center city area bound by Spring
Garden Street, the Schuylkill River,
Bai nbri dge Street, and the Del aware
Ri ver, and to reauthorize changes
and additions to such parking rules
in the center city area by the
Departnent of Streets on an ongoi ng
basis, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

And a resol ution approving
t he reappoi nt mrent of MCul | ough
Wllians IIl to the Philadel phia
Water, Sewer, and Storm Board Water

Rat e Board.
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And a resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 1316 and 1318
South C eveland Street, 2714 and
2716 Cakford Street, 1225 South 17th
Street, located in the Second
Councilmanic District, in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
t he Phil adel phi a Code.

And a resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a Land
Bank to di spose of 4200, 4202, 4204
Viola Street, and 4205 Lei dy Avenue,
| ocated in the 3rd Council manic
District, in accordance with the
ternms of Chapter 16-700 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code.

And a resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 5417 to 5425
FI orence Avenue, located in the 3rd
Counci Il manic District in accordance

with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
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t he Phil adel phi a Code.

And a resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 1610 South 56th
Street, located in the 3rd
Counci l manic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
t he Phil adel phi a Code.

And a resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2002 North 20th
Street, 2007 Norris Street, |ocated
in the 5th Councilmanic District in
accordance with the terns of Chapter
16- 700 of the Phil adel phia Code.

And a resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2230 North 3rd
Street located in the 7th
Counci Il manic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
t he Phil adel phi a Code.

And a resol ution
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aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2323 through 31
North 5th Street, 2322, 2324, 2326,
2328, 2330, and 2332 North O kney
Street, located in the 7th
Council manic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
t he Phil adel phi a Code.

And a resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2407, 2409, 2411,
2413, 2415, 2439, 2441, 2443, 2445,
and 2447 North 6th Street, |ocated
in the 7th Councilnmanic District, in
accordance with the terns of Chapter
16- 700 of the Phil adel phia Code.

And a resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2208 East Norris
Street, located in the 7th
Council manic District, in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
t he Phil adel phi a Code.
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Counci|l President, there
are no further comrunications in ny
possessi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. The nessages will be
printed in the journal. The next
order of business is the
i ntroduction of bills and
resolutions. The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Dr. Anthony Phillips.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President. |
have one privileged resol ution
honoring It Takes Philly, and then
al so one bill. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WI I Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
bill and resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
to anend t he Phil adel phia zoni ng
maps by changi ng the zoning

desi gnations of certain areas of
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| and | ocated within an area bound by
Grange Avenue, Park Avenue, Chew
Avenue, and Broad Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate committee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privil eged resol ution honoring and
recogni zing the work of It Takes
Philly, encouragi ng and enpoweri ng
our children to aimhigh for
i nspiring Phil adel phia's youth to
pursue their full potential.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar. The
Chair recognizes Majority Leader,
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Thank you. Thank you, Counci l
President. Today | offer three

bills. One on your behalf, two

Page 26

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

bills on ny behal f, co-sponsored
wi th Council Menbers Young and
Council menber O Neill. | also offer
six resolutions: two privileged
resol utions on ny behal f, four
non-privil eged resol uti ons on your
behal f, Council President. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
bills and resol utions?

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anendi ng Chapter 19-4400 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
Devel opnent | npact Tax, to clarify
the exenption for rental housing
projects, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
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amendi ng Sub- Code A, the
Phi | adel phi a Adm ni strative Code of
Title 4 of the Philadel phia Code,
the Buil ding Construction and
Cccupancy Code, to revise penalties
associ ated wwth stop work and cease
operations orders under certain
terms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance anendi ng section 9-4403 of
t he Phil adel phia Code, entitled
Enf orcenent, to provide for the
conti nuation of nuisance busi ness
enforcenent follow ng a change in
busi ness under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
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non-privil eged resol ution

aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 1316 and 1318
South C eveland Street, 2714 and
2716 Cakford Street, 201225 Sout h
17th Street, located in the 2nd
Counci Il manic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
t he Phil adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consi deration in our next session of
Counci | .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on renam ng
the 2300 bl ock of Snyder Avenue,
Janes Darrell Robinson Jr. Way, in
honor of James Little Darrell
Robi nson Jr., recognizing his
contributions to Yesha Mnistries,
and his community through his

musi cal genius and artistic talents.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consi deration in our next session of
Counci | .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on renam ng
the 1900 bl ock of South Street,

Dr. Beverly Wlie Way, in honor of
Reverend Dr. Beverly Wlie, and
recognition of her steadfast

comm tment to her church and

dedi cated service to the South

Phi | adel phia conmunity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consideration in our next session of
Counci | .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on renam ng
the 2000 bl ock of Snyder Avenue,

Anton K. Mbore Way, in honor of
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Anton K. More's commtnent to
giving back to his community and
enpowering the youth of

Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
Counci | .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring the
life and | egacy of the Honorable
Frederi ca Massi ah-Jackson, the first
African- Anreri can President Judge in
t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a,
and the first African-Anmerican wonman
to preside over civil trials in the
Gty of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consi deration in the next session of

Council. This resolution wll be
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pl aced on today's final passage
cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authori zing
the Commttee on Conmerce and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent to hol d
heari ngs concerning the sal e of
unr egul at ed substances such as
Delta-8 and Kraton in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar. The
Chair recogni zes Council man --
Council will be at ease. The Chair
recogni zes Council man Jam e
Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GUATHI ER:
Good norni ng, Council president.
Today | have four bills and three
non-privil eged resol utions for
I ntroduction.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you very nuch. WIIl the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
bills and resol utions?

CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
anmendi ng Section 3 of an ordi nance
Bill No. 23033-230033 approved Apri l
12t h, 2023, entitled, an Ordi nance
Aut hori zing the Vacating of Sloan
Street From Ogden Street, to its
term nus northwardly therefrom and
reserving and plotting upon Gty
Plan No. 106, a right-of-way for
sewer and drai nage purposes, and
public utility purposes within the
lines of said Sloan Street being
vacat ed and aut hori zi ng accept ance
of the grant to the city of said
right of way under certain terns and
conditions by extending the period
for conpliance with the terns and
condi tions stated therein.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This bill wll be referred to the
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appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance regul ating the direction
of novenent of traffic on Preston
Street between Spring Garden
Haverford all under certain terns
and conditi ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance authorizing the Streets
Departnment to establish parking and
st oppi ng regul ati ons on both sides
of 47th Street between Chestnut
Street and Kingsessing Street under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance establishing a parking

regul ati on on South 62nd Street
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bet ween Chestnut Street and Wal nut
Street, Kingsessing Avenue between
South 52nd Street and South 53rd
Street, Sansom Street between South
62nd Street and South 63rd Street,
Powel t on Avenue between North 42nd
Street and North 43rd Street,
Powel t on Avenue between 43rd Street
and Hol den Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 4200-4202, and
4204 Viola Street, and 4205 Lei dy
Avenue, |located in the 3rd
Council manic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
t he Phil adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be placed on
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the final passage cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
Counci | .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 5417 and 5425
FI orence Avenue, |located in the 3rd
Council manic District, in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
t he Phil adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consi deration in the next session of
Counci | .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 1610 South 56th
Street, located in the 3rd
Counci Il manic District in accordance

with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
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t he Phil adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on a
final passage cal endar for
consi deration in the next session of
Council. The Chair recognizes
Maj ority Wi p Council menber | saiah
Thonas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS: Good
nor ni ng, Council -- good norning,
Counci | President. Good norning,
col | eagues. Good norning to the
listening public. Today, | offer
two privileged resolutions: One,
bei ng co-introduced with
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
resol utions?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng Sept enber

14t h through the 19th as Nati onal
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Arts Education Wek in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng,
congratul ati ng, and cel ebrating the
10-year anniversary of Pope Francis'
historic visit to Phil adel phia for
the World Meeting of Famlies in
2015, honoring the individuals whose
exceptional service nade it
possi bl e, and comenorating the
| asting | egacy of this
transformative event --
transformative event.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.
Council wll be at ease.

Chai r recogni zes

Counci | mrenber Curtis Jones.
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COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank
you, M. President. Today | offer
three bills and three resol utions.
Two of them non-privil eged.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
bills and resol utions?

CHI EF CLERK: An ordi nance
establishing a parking regul ation on
Fountain Street between R dge Avenue
and Hazel wood Lane; Lauriston Street
bet ween Roxbor ough Avenue and
Monastery Avenue; Overl ook Road
bet ween Matthias Street and Shal kop
Street; CGorges Lane between R dge
Avenue and Lawnton Street; Martin
Street between Ri dge Avenue and
Mtchell Street; Levering Street
bet ween Crescent Street to
Silverwood Street; Lenont Street
bet ween Pechin Street and Ri dge

Avenue; Dupont Street between
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Flem ng Street and Boone Street to a
dead end; Monastery Avenue between
Mtchell Street and R dge Avenue;
Pal i sade Drive between Capitol View
Drive and Heritage Drive; and
Merrick Road.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance establishing a parking
regul ati on on Hobart Street between
Thonpson Street and Master Street;
Lancaster Avenue between Jefferson
Street and North 54th Street; North
59th Street between Ml vern Avenue
and Whodcrest Avenue; and Banbrey
Street between Wllard Street and
Al'l egheny Avenue.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
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or di nance anendi ng Section 2 of an
ordi nance Bill No. 230438 approved
July 5th, 2023, entitled, An

O di nance Aut hori zi ng The Revi sion
of Lines and Grades on a portion of
Cty Plan Nunbers 230 and 289 by
placing on the city plan two

irregul arly shaped areas: one

| ocated al ong the northeasterly side
of Ridge Avenue and extending from a
poi nt northwest of the W ssahi ckon
Creek to a point approximtely 424
feet further northwesterly from and
ot her | ocated al ong the south
westerly side of Ri dge Avenue,
extending froma point northwest of
t he Wssahi ckon Creek northwesterly
to the southwesterly side of Main
Street, thereby w dening said R dge
Avenue and aut hori zing the opening
of the portions of the said w dened
Ri dge Avenue, extending through the

property owned by the city under
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certain terns and conditions,

i ncluding the dedication to the city
of the additions, to the beds of

Ri dge Avenue and Main Street being
pl aced on the city plan by extending
the period for conpliance with the
ternms and conditions stated therein.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authori zing
the joint commttees on Public
Safety and Public Health and Human
Services to exam ne the causes and
I npacts of the uptick in pharmacy
cl osures across Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and

recogni zi ng honoring Bernie
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Prazeni ca on the occasion of his
retirenment after 17 years of
di stingui shed service as President
and General Manager of WPVI-TV/ 6ABC.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng Counci |l nenber Jones's
appeal on behalf of and as a
representative of Gty Council of
t he deci sion of the Zoning Board of
Adjustnent with respect to 5052
through 56 City Avenue.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consi deration at the next session of
Council. The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU.  Good

norni ng, Council President. Wl cone
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back, everybody. | have one
privileged resolution and one
non-privil eged resol uti on today.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng Sept enber
10t h, 2025, as Suicide Prevention
Day in the city of Philadel phia, and
affirmng the need for suicide
preventi on awareness and robust
mental health services.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on condemi ng
congr essi onal Republicans and the
Trunp adm nistration for their

dramatic, ill-advised, and harnfu
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cuts to the Supplenental Nutrition
Assi st ance Program SNAP.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consi deration at the next session of
Council. The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: Good
nor ni ng. Thank you, Counci
President. Today | offer four
privileged resolutions and one bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
bill and resol utions?

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
renam ng and designating the
property commonly referred to as
W ssi nomi ng Park, |ocated at 5801
Frankford Avenue as Margar et
Tartaglione Park in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on --
this bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
and honoring world naster
per cussi oni st Pablo Batista for his
di stingui shed contributions to
musi ¢, culture, and education, and
cel ebration of H spanic Heritage
Mont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution recogni zing
Sept enber 15th through October 15t h,
as Hispanic Heritage Month in the
city of Phil adel phia, and honoring
the history, culture, and
contributions of the H spanic and

Latino communities to our city and
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nati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
the nonth of Septenber as Nati onal
Literacy Month, and strengthening
the city of Philadel phia's
commtnment to pronoting literacy and
digital literacy for all residents.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and honoring distingui shed Latino
| eaders and community advocates in
the city of Phil adel phia during
Hi spani ¢ Heritage Month.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on

today's final passage cal endar. The
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Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Jeffrey J. Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President. Today | offered
two bills, one of which is on your
behal f, and one privil eged
resol ution and four non-privileged
resolutions. But | just want to
menti on that one non-privil eged
resolution, we are repealing a
street renam ng for technical
reasons and then introducing that
sanme resol ution again. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
bills and resol utions?

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
amendi ng Chapter 12-900 of the
Phi | adel phia Code entitled, Parking
Regul ati ons and Penalties, to
confirmregul ati ons adopted by the

Departnment of Streets that establish
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and revise tine-limted and ot her
rul es restricting parking, stopping,
and standi ng, including the
establ i shnment of tinme-restricted

| oading zones in the Center City
area bounded by Spring Garden
Street, the Schuylkill River,

Bai nbri dge Street, and the Del aware
Ri ver, and to reauthorize changes
and additions to such parking rules
in the Center City area by the
Departnment of Streets on an ongoi ng
basis, all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
to anmend the Phil adel phia Zoning
Maps by changi ng the zoning
desi gnations of certain areas of
| and | ocated within an area bounded

by WIt Street, G and Street,

Page 49

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Mont gonery Avenue, and 19th Street.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privil eged resol ution honoring and
congratul ating the African American
Chanber of Commerce of Pennsyl vani a,
New Jersey, and Del aware for being
named Chanber of the Year at the
2025 U. S. Bl ack Chanbers Nati onal
Conf er ence.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution repealing
Resol uti on Nunber 250587, adopted
May 29t h, 2025, which al so naned
Jefferson Street between Broad
Street and 13th Street as Donal d
Ducky' Birts Way.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Page 50

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

This resolution will be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consideration in our next session of
Counci | .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution al so
nam ng Jefferson Street between
Broad Street and 13th Street as
Ducky -- Donald Ducky Birt's \ay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
Counci I .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2002 North 20th
Street to 2007 Norris Street,
| ocated in the 5th Council manic
District, in accordance with the
terms of Chapter 16-700 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
Counci | .

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resolution al so
nam ng North 9th Street between
Clearfield Street and | ndi ana Avenue
as LABTQ Way, and al so nam ng the
900 bl ock of West Clearfield Street
as Voi ce of the Youth.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consi deration at our next session of
Council. The Chair recognizes
Mnority Leader Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS:
Thank you, Council President. |
have one privileged resolution to
i ntroduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you very nuch. WIIl the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
privileged resolution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution authorizing the Commttee
on People with Disabilities and
Speci al Needs to hold a hearing on
the city's progress preparing to
accommodat e i ndividuals wth
disabilities for the historic
progranmm ng taking place in 2026 in
the city of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That's good. This resolution wll
be placed on today's final passage
cal endar. The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber M ke Driscoll. |
don't know what |'m doi ng.

COUNCI LMEMBER Harrity:
got the flag. | got the fl ag.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber

JimHarrity.

Page 53

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:
Thank you, Council President. |
have one privileged resol ution
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, nmy friend. WII the
Chief Clerk please read the title of
the privileged resolution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng Septenber as
Nat i onal Recovery Month and honori ng
the strength of those inpacted by
addi cti on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar. The
Chair now recogni zes Counci | menber
M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:
Good norning, M. President. | have
one bill and one non-privil eged
resol ution for today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you very nuch. WIIl the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
bill and resolution, please?

CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
amendi ng Chapter 10-2800 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code. Chapter 10-2800:
Vehi cul ar Mobil e Service Providers
to add new prohibitions on where
nobi | e nmedi cal service providers nmay
operate and providing for penalties,
all under certain terns and
condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution al so
nam ng the 3300 bl ock of Tilton
Street, Czerw Way, to honor the life
and | egacy of John Czerw.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on

the final passage cal endar for
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consi deration at the next session of
Council. The Chair recognizes
Council man Brian O Neill.

COUNCI LMEMBER O NEI LL:
Thank you, M. President. | offer
three bills: One co-sponsored by
Counci |l man Driscoll, one
co-sponsored by all nenbers present
today, and the third bill just on ny
own, and a non-privileged resol ution
after those. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch, Menber O Neill,
for the tri-partisanship
i ntroduction of --

COUNCI LMEMBER O NEI LL:
That's right. Thank you, sir.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
-- resolutions. Thank you, sir.
WIlIl the Chief Cerk please read the
title of the bill and resol utions?

CH EF CLERK: An ordinance

amendi ng Section 14-500 of the
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Phi | adel phi a Code entitled, Overlay
Zoning Districts, by anmendi ng
Section 14-515 entitled, Northeast
Overlay District, and making rel ated
changes, all under certain ternms and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance addi ng a new Chapt er
21- 3500 of the Phil adel phia Code,
entitled Public Uility Meters, to
prohi bit provision of a second
utility neter by a public utility at
a residential property w thout
evi dence of a valid housing rental
license for the property, under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
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ordi nance aut hori zing the revisions
of lines and grades on a portion of
Cty Plan No. 370, by striking from
the Gty Plan Sout hanpton Road from
Bustl eton Avenue to its term nus
sout heastwardly therefrom under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resolution al so
nam ng the 800 bl ock of Rhawn
Street, Hugh Joseph Mcintyre Way, in
recognition of his sacrifice during
the 1975 @ulf G| Refinery Fire.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
the final passage cal endar for
consi deration in the next session of
Council. The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Mark Squill a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
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Thank you, M. President. | offer
two bills.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
bills?

CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
aut hori zi ng vari ous encroachnents in
the vicinity of 1000 through 52
Frankfort Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA
19125, under certain terns and
condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
the vicinity of 1313 through 17
South 3rd Street, Philadel phia, PA
19147, under certain terns and
condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmttee. The Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:  Thank
you, M. President. | offer three
privileged resolutions and one bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nmuch. WII the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
bill and resol utions, please?

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
amending Title 16 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code by addi ng a new
chapter requiring that all city-
owned vehicles carry a basic first
aid kit, and overdose prevention
medi cation, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill wll be referred to the
appropriate conmmttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a

privileged resolution, honoring and
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cel ebrating the 20th anni versary of

t he Danny Runph C assic and

recogni zing its ongoi ng conm t nent
to heart health awareness, comunity
enpower ment, and Phil adel phia's rich
basket bal | | egacy.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be placed on
today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
commendi ng Phi | adel phia Anti - Drug,
Anti-Violence Network, PAAN, for its
proactive efforts to ensure the
safety of youth and famlies in the
8th Councilmanic District's
recreation centers, and cel ebrating
their success in nmaintaining
vi ol ence-free zones through the
I npl ementation of the Playing It
Safe in the 8th initiative.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be placed on
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today's final passage cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring W On
a M ssion and the 2025 Phil adel phi a
M dni ght Run, as a rem nder that
novenent, when powered by purpose,
can transformlives and cities
al i ke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution wll be placed on
today's final passage cal endar. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Dr. N na Ahmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD: |
t hank you, Council President. [|'m
I ntroduci ng one privil eged
resol ution today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. WIIl the Chief
Clerk please read the title of the
privileged resolution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged

resol uti on recogni zi ng Tuesday,
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Sept enber 16t h, 2025, as Nati onal
Vot er Regi stration Day.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred to the
appropriate -- this resolution wll
be placed on today's final passage
cal endar .

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:
Council President, may | --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Dr. N na Ahnmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD: |
just thank you, Council President.
| wanted to recogni ze Chai rman QOmar
Sabir who will be speaking |ater.
But | thank you for being here and
pushi ng this issue.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You're doing ny job? Like, can | do
my job? | saw him like -- let ne
get a chance appropriately to, you

know - -
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COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Just
because he's going to speak on this
particul ar --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
| got it. Just having fun, you-all
"' m having fun. The Chair
recogni zes Conmi ssi oner Orar Sabir.
He's the guest of Council nmenber
Dr. Nina Ahmad. And so that was
appropriate. |'mjust having fun.
It's the first day back, you-all.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:

Li sten, and nore fun we can have.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Absol ut el y.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Just
make sure people turn out to vote.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Absolutely. And while I'mat it,
I'd like to acknow edge the head of
the Labor District Council 332,
Busi ness Manager, ny good friend,

t hank you for joining us, Sam
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Staton, Jr.

The next order of business
I's the consideration of the
cal endar. The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader Katherine G| nore
Ri chardson for the purpose of
calling up bills and resol utions on
t he second readi ng and final passage
cal endar s.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Thank you, M. President. The
following bills and resolutions are
being called up fromthe second
readi ng and final passage cal endars
today: Nunbers 250214, 250656,
250658, 250661, 250663, 250668,
250333, and 250530- A.

The followng bills and
resol utions on the cal endar are
bei ng held: 250303 and 250373.
250214 is on the suspension
cal endar .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you very nuch, Majority Leader
Kat herine G I nore Ri chardson.

Bef ore considering these bills and
resolutions, we will consider public
comment as follows. Your public
coment nust concern matters on the
second readi ng and final passage

cal endars for possible action at
today's Council session. Al
speakers nust sign up in order to
testify. |If you have not already
signed up for today's session,

pl ease do so now by giving your nane
to Ms. Hassen at the table outside
the rails to ny left. Once you have
signed up, you will be called in the
order in which your nanme appears on
t he signup sheet.

Under ideal circunstances,
public comenters will each have
three mnutes to speak. However,
this tinme limt may vary from

session-to-session. Today's tine
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limt will be three mnutes. In
order to be fair to all those

wi shing to speak, | intend to hold
faithfully to the three-m nute
limt. Wen you begin speaking, you
will see a green |ight on a podi um
When there are 30 seconds renai ning
to your tine, the light will turn
yellow, which is your rem nder to
concl ude your remarks. Once three
m nut es have passed, the light wll
turn red and the Sergeant-at-Arns
wi || di sconnect the m crophone.

At that point, please yield
the podiumto the next speaker if
you' ve not done so or so -- if
you've not done so already. | also
reserve the right pursuant to our
rules of Council to limt
repetitious coments on the sane
subject matter. | wll now ask the
Chief Cerk to please read the nane

of our first speaker.
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CH EF CLERK: May we have
Chairman Orar Sabir come to the
podium May Dr. Alice Stanford,
Jose Raywood, Edward Bonia and
Manuel Mejia also nake their way to
t he podi um

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Wel come, Conm ssi oner Sabir.

MR. SABIR  Thank you for
having nme. As always, it's always
an honor to walk into this
Il lustrious chanber. The
architecture is beautiful, second to
none. | always |ike to give honor
to nmy Council woman, Jam e Gaut hier.
Il live in her district. | grew up
in Councilman Curtis Jones' district
my whole life. But, I'"'mhere with
t he Counci |l woman, so, recognize her.
And, Dr. N na Ahmad, you know, every
time she calls ne, the answer is

al ways, “Yes.” And she's very

passi onat e about doing this work.
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So a national voter registration
day, that's an honor for us to
reengage with our constituents, our
| oved ones and our famlies.
Research shows that if we talk to
our constituents and ask them at

| east six times per election cycle,
and the ask could be a phone call,
an email, a text, that all count in
it, there's a 70 percent chance that
they're going to vote.

So I'm asking not just the
menbers of council but all citizens
of Phil adel phia to reach out and
rem nd our famly and friends about
how critical this upcom ng Tuesday,
Novenber, the 4th election is. You
can get registered and you can
actually vote on that same day now.
You don't have to wait Tuesday,
Novenber the 5th. Make sone noise
for that you-all. W have 10

beautiful satellite | ocations
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| ocated all across the city of

Phi | adel phia. One in each

council manic district. And that was
thanks to you for the historic
appropriation. So we |ook to work
to get the vote out. Now is the
time and our tine is now. Thank
you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. You can begin.

M5. STANFORD: Ckay. Thank
you. First, on this solemm day, we
remenber those who lost their |ives
on Septenber 11th. W honor their
menory, their famlies, and we
reconmt to never forgetting their
sacrifice and the bravery of the
wonen and nen and first responders
who ran towards danger. Today is
al so personal. M famly is here
and | nust begin with them M
husband, nmy nom ny dad, ny nother-

in-law, ny stepnother, grandnother,
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brot her, and ny pastor were ny first
team ny unpaid staff. They hel ped
lift this work off the ground before
anyone knew what It Takes Philly
woul d becone. And to ny nother, if
you coul d stand up, who was born on
Sept enber 11t h, happy birthday,
monmy.

Yeah. Al right. Cone on.
| got three mnutes. GCkay. Thank
you for showi ng ne what faith and
per severance and | ove of comrunity
| ooks |i ke. Council nenber Anthony
Phillips, thank you for recognizing
our work. And | want to honor ny
col | eagues and staff and vol unt eers,
stand up you-all, who stood shoul der
to shoulder with ne when there was
no roadmap. So we are hunbl ed by
this proclamation, a representation
of us stepping out on faith. It was
14 years ago, and nost of you know

me fromCOVID, but it was 14 years
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ago. So can Deacon \Washi ngton and
M's. Washi ngton pl ease stand up.
They're wearing the original It
Takes Philly shirts. And what our
hope was is that if we expose young
peopl e to opportunities behind --
beyond t heir nei ghborhoods, they
coul d dream bi gger, reach higher,
and believe in thenselves. So we
t ook Phi | adel phia m ddl e school
students fromthe courthouse, we
were in your courthouse, judge, to
t he Wi te House.

W were standing, and then
we were standing in church
basenents, street corners, parking
| ots, test swabs and vaccines for
the nost vul nerable. And all of
these fol ks that started wth ne
when all we had was a dreamto take
care of one another, |'mforever
grateful to you, and | thank you al

for recogni zing us. Because we

Page 72

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

didn't wait for soneone else to show
up. We ran to danger so others
woul d not have to. And nany of you
know this story because you |ived
it. If you ve received a test, a
vacci ne, education information for
yourself or your famly, raise your
hand. This is what it |ooks like
when we coll ectively conme together
to take care of one another. And |
amgrateful for you all giving ne
the privilege to take care of you
and to earn your trust to do that.
Because of that service,
peopl e know nmy name. Not because
I['"'mthis super special person-
doctor. It was fromthe service,
t hat people know ne locally and they
know ne nationally. And you gave us
that opportunity. This true
platform This recognition affirns
sonething that |'ve known ny entire

life; when we put people first, when

Page 73

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

we choose courage over confort,
equity over excuses, we can save
lives, build futures, and strengthen
communities. W -- | have been
|l eading this city for decades. But
let nme be clear, we are just getting
started. And that is why | wll
continue to serve because
Phi | adel phi a deserves | eadership
that is fearless, faithful, and
focused on you. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Ms. Stanford -- Dr. Stanford.

M5. STANFORD:  Yeah.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
| just want you to stay there for a
second.

M5. STANFORD: | apol ogi ze,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
| just be rem ss because | renenber
them days and we had to scranble as

a Council under the | eadership of
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Darrell d arke --

M5. STANFORD: That's
right.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
-- how we were going to do the
busi ness here in the city of
Phi | adel phia. But | would be rem ss
if I didn't acknow edge ny Majority
Leader, Catherine G| nore
R chardson, because | renenmber when
t he Bl ack Doctors Consortiumcane to
City Council, seeking support so we
can get masks and all those other
things, and it wasn't -- I'II| just
say, ny majority | eader nade sure
t hat when we worked with the
previous admnistration, this was a
priority and the process was fair
and equitable as relates to the
resources here in the city of
Phi | adel phia to support your
efforts. So you continue to keep up

the good work, but | want to
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acknow edge our najority |eader for
| eadi ng those efforts. Thank you.

M5. STANFORD: Thank you
for that. Thank you for that. |
mean, | could name them all because
-- Cindy Bass and Dr. Ahmad and Rue
Landau and Harrity and Council man
and Cherell e Parker, quite honestly
was there. You were all there. And
it just -- it's a collective effort
when we decide we put us first as a
priority. And | yield and | thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have Jose
Raywood, Edward Boni a, Manuel Meji a.
McKay Perez, Lynn Landes and Jereny
Bl atstein, also nmake their way to
t he podi um

MR, LU S: Good norning.
My nane is Jose Luis. |'ma chef.

I Iive in North Philadel phia and |

Page 76

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

run a food truck.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Speak in to the m crophone.

MR LUS Ckay. Good
nmorning. My nanme is Jose Luis. |
live in North Philadel phia and | own
and run a food truck.

| arrived in the city of
Phi | adel phia in 2013. 1've always
wor ked in hotels that have M chelin
stars. | live in North
Phi | adel phia, and | own and run a
food truck. And I support
Resol uti on 250658, that recognizes
the cultural and financial aspect of
musi ¢ i n Phil adel phi a.

Musi ¢ noves our city at all
times and one cannot tal k about
cul ture and finance wi thout also
mentioning food. Food trucks are
part of our nightlife. They are a
part of that aspect of life in our

city. Above all, we are a source of
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i ncone for working famlies.
Proposed O di nance 250292 |imts
access to the food we sell between
11: 00 p.m and 6:00 a.m This
endangers our ability to earn a
living. W harmno one. W are not
a problem W are part of a
solution serving a community that
needs us.

O ten when tal ki ng about
busi ness, only big businesses in
center city are considered. But
Phi | adel phi a's econony al so depends
on small businesses, on those of us
in forgotten nei ghborhoods. But we
paid for permts, we generate jobs,
we nmake the econony run, and we
contribute to our conmunity. In
addition to the party goers, we also
serve workers getting out of their
| ate shifts, students com ng back
from studying, nusicians, artists

and performers after their event.
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If the | aw that inpedes us
wor ki ng at night is passed, not only
will we |ose our incone, but also
the opportunity to continue
contributing to the city's econony.
That is why | ask that Gty Council
reconsi der proposed Bill 250292. W
cannot build a prosperous city if we
restrict small businesses that give
it life in neighborhoods that need
wor k and good flavors the nost.

Those of us owning and
runni ng food trucks are part of
Phi | adel phia. W are not a problem
W are part of the solution. God
bl ess Aneri ca.

MR. BONIA: Good norning to
the city of Philadelphia. Al the
peopl e that are present here today.
My nane is -- ny nane is Edward
Bonia. And | would like to nake
sonme comments about food trucks in

the city of Phil adel phia. |

Page 79

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

understand that we want a safe city.
| al so understand that crines has
come down, and | understand that we
al so need to support the workers in
the city. 1've had to cut down the
hours for nmy workers. And if they
don't work and have | ess hours, they
have | ess nobney to support
t hensel ves.

|'ve been working in
Phi | adel phia for the past 17 years
and even before that in ny country,
since | was a child. 1've worked
hard and |'ve seen nyself being
forced by what's happening. And
while | respect the goal of safety,
and | understand and accept the
resolution that will be passed, |
ask that you take us in
consideration in ternms of the hours,
the schedule. So | have to tell you
that |'ve been running food trucks.

In 2021, | was naking about $1000.
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And with this restriction now I
barely make $200.

This is all | have to say.
And | hope you take us all into
consi deration. W all want a safe
city. Thank you.

MS. PEREZ: Kate Perez.
Speaki ng agai nst the approval of
Phi | adel phia's five-year plan, that
I ncreases police spending by
hundreds of mllions of dollars
followi ng our historic crine rate
decrease that was nmade possible with
an understaffed PPD and by investing
into social prograns. |nstead of
giving 69,000 to a cop to harass and
sweep honel ess people, we could use
that noney to instead house that
person for three years and provide
much needed stability in this
crunmbl i ng econony.

They claimto | ack

resources, but you can go to one of
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the weekly Day & Zi nmermann protests
every Thursday at 4:30 and see four
bl ocks of cops sl eeping or snoking
cigars in their official vehicles.
It is not a lack of resources, it's
a lack of prioritization. The PPD
spends hundreds of thousands of our
dol | ars overprotecting the business
that sells the nost bonbs to a
mlitary best known for the
anput ati ng, orphaning, inprisoning
and nurdering of the nost children
than any other conflict in nodern
hi story. Dropping nore bonbs than
Hi roshi ma

We're giving the PPD
mllions to buy nore drones while
our teachers are buying their own
t ext books and students are | osing
bus routes. Every house in Gaza has
a martyr and has been displ aced
multiple tinmes. There's nowhere

left to go and they're bonbing Gaza
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Cty right now And we have paid
for every single one in our tax
dollars. And as of July 1st, the
Pennsyl vani a Treasury Depart nent
wi || have invested $64.5 mllion
into Israeli bonds. W watched them
force an entire country into states
of irreversible fam ne, by
mai ntaining their illegal blockade
since March, starving nore than 400
adults to death. And Stacy Grrity
decided to invest an additional $25
mllion to support their
col oni zati on canpai gn i nstead of
bol steri ng our struggling school
systens or collapsing SEPTA. They
have drone struck civilian ships
carrying aid in international waters
tw ce now, and even bonbed our
allies in Qatar to prevent nediation
t al ks.

Qur city budget should

support proven nethods of crine
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reduction. And our contract should
have a clause that the PPD is not
allowed to partner with mlitaries
that maintain apartheid occupations.
Apartheid has no place in

Phi | adel phia. W have a
responsibility to stop weapons from
| eaving our ports to end our sister
city relationship and to ensure that
the occupation is not welcone to
play here in the 2025 FI FA Cup.

Just |ike Russia was banned from

pl ayi ng, and our city pension

di vested from them because of

vi ol ence, we nust finally separate
ourselves fromthis unthinkabl e
cruelty. There is no world where
you can say, “Sniping children,
collecting aid, or bonbing thousands
of residential towers is self-

”

defense.” Stop letting arns | eave
this city. W need an arns enbargo

NOWw. Free Pal esti ne.
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CH EF CLERK: W have Lynn
Landes, Jereny Blatstein. My
Jenni fer McDonal d, Vincent Nel son,
Davi d Al exander Jenkins, and G eg
Hol ston al so nake their way to the
podi um

MS. LANDES: Good norni ng,
I''m Lynn Landes of
Saf eStreetsPhilly.org. The
amendnents to the Fair Crim nal
Records Screening Standards, if
passed, will be yet another reason
why busi nesses may not want to
| ocate in Philadel phia, as they deny
enpl oyers the right to know t he
conplete crimnal history of job
appl i cants.

It states that, “It shal
be an unl awful discrimnatory
practice for a city agency or
private enployer to know ngly and
intentionally make any inquiry or to

take any adverse action agai nst any
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person on the basis of any arrest or
crimnal accusation nmade agai nst
such person, which is not that
pendi ng -- not then pendi ng agai nst
t hat person, and which did not
result in a conviction.” And even if
pendi ng, the enployer can't do
anyt hing, “Unl ess they can prove
that the enpl oyee presents an
unacceptable risk.” These standards
are inpractical and unfair, and deny
enpl oyers a right to protect
t hensel ves from soneone with a
problematic relationship with | aw
enforcenent. |t makes nore sense
for the city to provide or encourage
ot her enpl oynent opportunities for
t hese i ndividual s.

| would also |like to say
that | value the right to speak at
Cty Council neetings as part of our
free speech rights. And offer ny

condol ences to the friends,
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famlies, and supporters of Charlie
Kirk, who was assassi nated yesterday
for exercising his right to free
speech. Thank you.

MR, BLATSTEIN: How are we
doing. Hello. Good norning. My
nanme's Jereny Blatstein. Good to
see you, Council President. And |I'm
here to tal k about -- no, no.

Sorry. Not yet. | want to talk
about the Phil adel phia Land Bank and
its essential mssion, turning
vacant properties into vibrant
community assets. W know t hat

Phi | adel phia has | ong grappled with
unused | and and the Land Bank is
supposed to be the tool to fix that.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Jereny, tie it to a bill, and go
ahead.

MR, BLATSTEIN:. | am sir.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Page 87

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

MR. BLATSTEIN. Right.
What's the --
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Just making sure you -- what Bil
No. is it?

MR BLATSTEIN. | don't
have in front of nme. It is the bill

on Quetcy Lozada with the Land Bank,

sir.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JCOHNSON:
Ckay.

MR, BLATSTEIN: So is that

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Pr oceed.

MR BLATSTEIN. Can | get
my time back?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You sure can. Proceed.

MR, BLATSTEIN. Al right.
Thank you. Al right. I'mgoing to
start fromthe top just so we're

clear that -- what we're tal king
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about. We're tal king about the Land
Bank, right. And it's supposed to
be the tool to fix that problem by
putting |and into productive use.
Now, it's crucial that we see this
m ssion through. The Land Bank
shoul d not just hold onto land. It
shoul d ensure that properties are
devel oped for the benefit of our
communities. And that brings us to
a project inthe 7th District, and
t he | eadershi p of Council nenber
Quetcy Lozada. In the 7th District,
t he Land Bank controls about 1,400
lots, with around 760 avail abl e.
Recently, Council nenber
Lozada wote a letter in opposition
of a project that woul d' ve created
30 new hones through the Turn The
Key program Turn The key is a
program that this body passed and
says they support. Just |ook at the

all ocation of dollars in Mayor
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Parker's honme initiative. But
Counci | mrenber Lozada noted, “There's
a concern that sone city enpl oyees
m ght earn too nmuch to qualify under

”

current rules.” That makes no sense
i f other concerns in that letter
were too high AM | evels.

To be clear, the AM | evels
in the legislation passed by this
body is up to 100 percent AM. But
on average, the AM has been 57
percent. But while eligibility
details are inportant, we nust not
| et that stop us from novi ng
forward. The Land Bank's core
mssion is to put these parcels into
use and serve as many Phil adel phi ans
as possible. W need to ensure that
these projects proceed fulfilling
bot h Mayor Parker's vision and
creating 30 new hones for ownership.

Let's make sure that we're not

| etting perfection becone the eneny
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of progress. Thirty lots, 30 hones,
only four percent available lots in
the 7th District. And let's nmake
sure the Land Bank Board is
followi ng the disposition policy of
qualified applications, and that
your appointees are not interfering
wi th that.

And | ast but not | east,
let's discuss the hot topic of the
sumrer and one that |'ve been
tal ki ng about since | ast year,
SEPTA. Al right. Let's do it.
Let's do it. Raise your hand if you
rode SEPTA to City Hall today, City
Council. On, no hands. Al right.
Let's raise your hand --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Did you ride SEPTA to see Gty Hall
t oday?

MR, BLATSTEIN. No, |
wal ked, sir.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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kay.

MR, BLATSTEIN. Let's raise
-- raise your hand if you rode SEPTA
inthe -- let's raise your hand if
you rode SEPTA in |ast week. |
wal ked, sir. Let's raise your hand
if you rode SEPTA in the | ast week.
kay. No hands. Let's raise --
rai se your hand if you rode SEPTA

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, nenber Blatstein for your
testinony today, sir.

MR. BLATSTEIN. There are
I ssues that -- with SEPTA being
wor ked on. If you're not riding on
a regul ar basis, how can you see it?
The tinme is now to show everybody
that you care about SEPTA. Ride the
ride at |east once a week. Ride the
ride. GowPhilly to 2 MIly. And
| don't appreciate you interrupting
me, sir. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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I'"d like to say this for SEPTA, just
for the wider public. You know, al
the liberal folks that support
SEPTA. Most of the people inside
this room particularly that
represent this body, we grew up in
the city of Phil adel phia. W grew
up riding SEPTA. So it's not all of
a sudden becone a thing, right. W
didn't grow up wth cars and one,
two, three, four cars in our
househol ds, right. W all cone from
I npoveri shed nei ghbor hoods, right.
So we grewup. So it's not like a
thing to us all of a sudden now.
Just wanted to state that in case
sone folks forgot, all of a sudden.
It's the progressive thing to do.

We al ways rode SEPTA all our Iives.
Didn't have a car as a kid grow ng
up in ny household. W rode SEPTA
So with that -- with that being said

-- with that being said, |I'm going
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to ask for Chief Cerk to call the
next person.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Jenni fer McDonal d, then Vincent
Nel son, David Al exander Jenkins,
Greg Holston. And nay Jessica
Saxt on and Tanawah Downi ng al so nake
their way to the podi um

M5. MCDONALD: Good
norni ng. What an act to follow. M
nane is Jenni fer McDonal d, and |
direct the city's work initiative at
the non-profit Institute for
Justice. W're here in support of
Resol uti on 250658, which recogni zes
the cultural and econom c inportance
and i npact of nmusic on the city of
Phi | adel phia. Unfortunately,
anot her piece of legislation, Bil
No. 250292, will go into effect
today and wll harmthat very sane
economc vitality by Iimting access

to food, nedication, and other
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essentials between the hours of
11:00 p.m and 6:00 a.m in the
7th, 8th, and parts of the 1st City
Council District.

W' ve worked with
entrepreneurs for over 30 years, and
we partner with cities across the
country to increase access to small
busi ness owners for conmunities that
have been di senfranchised in the
past. My job is to elevate the
voi ces of conmmunity nenbers and
smal | busi ness owners who feel |ike
their opinions may not have been
heard by their el ected
representatives.

And over the past few
weeks, we've nade several trips in
Phi | adel phia to wal k through
Kensi ngt on and N cet own, Frankford,
Ger mant own, and ot her nei ghbor hoods
in the northern part of the city, to

spread awareness of this bill that
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will inpose a curfewthat will have
sone very real consequences for

busi nesses. And we've spoken with
hundr eds of people and dozens of

busi ness owners who will be inpacted
by these curfews, but many of them
can't be here today because they are
busy running their businesses. And
so | wuld Iike to read a few quotes
fromthose business owners and from
conmuni ty organizations that have an
opinion on this bill.

Mtesh Patel is the owner
of The Medi ci ne Shoppe Pharmacy in
Kensi ngt on, who said that, “Sone of
nmy -- aspects of ny business, such
as providing nmedicine for area
hospi ces after -- operate after
11: 00 p.m W serve patients who
are dying at 5:00, 6:00 in the
nmorni ng. Wuld we get fined?” The
executive director of the Mount Airy

Busi ness | nprovenent District said
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that, “Wile we whol eheartedly
support efforts to crack down on
nui sance busi nesses, we cannot
support this bill which will have
uni nt ended consequences. This
| egi slation w |l discourage
busi nesses that add value to our
comercial corridor and conmunity
fromlocating in Mount Airy and
beyond. W do not believe that a
busi ness curfew is the nost
effective way to crack down on
nui sance busi nesses. W fully
support that the city allocate
resources to enforce its existing
nui sance busi ness | aws, which all ows
the city to suspend |icenses for
busi nesses for non-conpliance with
applicable regul ations.”

The busi ness devel opnent
manager at Gerrmantown United CDC
wal ked up and down Chelten Avenue

with us and had this to say, “The
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ordi nance will not do anything to
stop violators during the day. This
bill will harmnore than fix the
I ssue of 24-hour stores. Let's do
what we already have in place before
adding nore work for L& .” So | just
want to wap by saying, we
under st and t hat nui sance busi nesses
are a very serious problem And we
want to help work with the city to
cone up with a policy solution that
will at attract -- fix those
nui sance busi ness issues w t hout
harm ng the community trust and
econom c vitality of our snall
busi ness owners. You all have ny
testinony, ny contact info. W'd be
happy to work wth you. Thanks for
hearing us this norning.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:  Thank
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you, M. President. | just wanted
to ask the speaker if she could
articulate as to her |ocation of
residence in the city of

Phi | adel phia and how it would
directly inpact her.

V5. MCDONALD: ' msorry,
coul d you repeat that?

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:  Your
| ocation in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

MS. MCDONALD: So we are a
nati onal nonprofit |ocated in
Virginia. W partner with cities
across the country.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Ckay.

M5. MCDONALD: So we' ve
been working with our business --
Qops, excuse me -- with our business
owners that are here. And we've
heard fromlots of them who said,
“W want to nmake sure that our

voi ces are heard, but we're worKking,
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so we can't cone to Gty Council.”
So we wanted to nmake sure that their

voi ces were represented in the

heari ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Vi rginia?

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:
Vi rgi ni a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Ckay. Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Jones, then Council menber Quetcy
Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  You
say that, but you' re not the one who
had to stand out at 54th and Burke
Street dealing wth nuisance
busi nesses that are enablers of sone
of the young thundercats that are
doi ng sonme of the bad deeds. You
say that, but you aren't out there
when C ndy Bass had to deal with
| i quor-by-the-drink. And sone of

t hose establishnents, not only on
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the tail end stay open, but are open
at 7 a.m like 7-Eleven to nake sure
that they feed into people's
addi ctions. You say that, but you
don't deal with drug -- heroin usage
at gas stations. You say that from
Virginia. | say that from54th and
Burke Street. And | say that we
have to regul ate and separate the
wheat fromthe chaff. Good
busi nesses, we want to stay open.
Busi nesses that enabl e bad actors,
we close it. Period.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER LQOZADA:
Thank you, Council President. |
just want to respond to
Counci | nrenber Bass's question. They
are not in Philadelphia. | want to
say that first. They are not in

Phi | adel phia. Nationally, there's a
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| ot of things happening nationally,
right? But that's -- but the
realities of what is happening in
our comunities, in a district |ike
the 7th Council District, who
represents three of the five nost
violent district -- police districts
in the Gty of Philadelphia. W
have to do sonething. In order for
busi nesses to choose the 7th Counci
District as a place where they want
to bring their business, we need to
do sonething now. W need to reduce
violence. W need to stop trash.
W need to stop open air narcotics.
No one -- no one is going to bring
their business to the 7th Council
District in the conditions that we
are in today. And everybody wants
Quetcy Lozada to use data. We have
dat a.

It says that 80 percent of

violent crime went down in the
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target area. So now you don't want
me to use data. We want to talk
about small businesses and
commercial corridors being the
econom ¢ engi nes of nei ghborhoods,
but you don't want it to be the
econom ¢ engi ne of ny nei ghbor hood.
W want econom c opportunities for
all except in the 7th. For the |ove
of God, when is ny community going
to catch a break? W have got to do
these drastic pieces of |egislation
in order to bring structure and
order and discipline back into ny
community in order for us to be able
to start again and wel cone

busi nesses. In order for us to say,
we want commercial quarters to be

m xed use spaces, but the people
that |ive above those spaces can
have quality of life and they can
raise their famlies in those

spaces. They can't sleep at night
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W t h nui sance businesses at the
bot t om

These individuals -- this
institute said that they surveyed ny
community. They didn't survey ny
comunity. They wal ked around and
of fered peopl e basic information
about the legislation and then said
t hey surveyed and told people sign
on. And when you call those people
in that |ist that they brought to ny
office -- by the way, they never
reached out to ny office. | found
out that they were communicati ng
wi th people thanks to Majority
Leader Ri chardson, who forwarded ne
an emai |, and then they touched
base. So let us be -- let us be
transparent. Let us be honest about
this process. W are going to
continue to put |egislation on the
floor that is going to protect ny

community, that is going to wel cone
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responsi bl e busi nesses into the
community. And those that don't
want to be responsible, you can
| eave. You can |eave. And you can
go to ot her nei ghborhoods, see how
|l ong you're going to last. That
i ncl udes food trucks, that includes
bar ber shop, beauty sal ons,
restaurants, snoke shops. | don't
care who you are. |If you are a
responsi bl e busi ness, you are
wel cone. W are open for business
in the 7th Council District. |If you
don't want to follow the |laws, if
you don't want to follow permtting
processes, then please take your
busi ness el sewhere. But ny
comunity, we're going to continue
to fight for quality of life. |
don't care if it's a national group
or not.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The next speaker.
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CH EF CLERK: W have
Vi ncent Nel son, David Al exander
Jenkins, Geg Holston, then Jessica
Saxt on, Tanawah Downi ng. And may
Candy Onens and Obonna Hagens al so
make their way to the podi um

MR, NELSON: Hello and good
nor ni ng, Council Menbers. M nane
Is Vincent Nelson and | live in
Mont gonery County. |'mthankful for
the opportunity you have given ne
here today to be able to speak. And
| stand at the very old age of 18
years old. Now, | don't cone here
today as a policy expert or an
expert in anything to be honest.
But that doesn't shy me away from
taking part in civic engagenent
t hrough the | egislative process.
And because of exactly that, |I'm
here to express ny concern that
Phi | adel phia's five-year financial

pl an shoul dn't only bal ance the
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books, but al so hel p protect
security for the future of
transportation.

Now, | know we have al
heard al nost ubi quitously the issue
SEPTA is facing right now, but |et
it not |ose its neaning, because the
consequences have been dire. As the
Washi ngt on Post expl ains, even after
SEPTA has reached a budget
agreenent, riders are still facing
21.5 percent price increases.
Experts go on to explain that these
price hikes disproportionately hurt
| ow i ncone, elderly, and handi cap
riders. Meaning that we take the
nost vul nerable anong us in this
comunity and | eave themdead in the
water. Not only this, but the
solution that has been given is
overtly tenporary. About $400
mllion are being taken from capital

f unds.
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That is noney that is
needed for the future of
i nfrastructure and noney that is
needed for energency infrastructure.
Because of this and all the above,
it is evident that urgency is
needed. But what specifically can
this resolution do in order to
prevent further catastrophe in the
future?

It can first lock in
sustainable city contri butions for
SEPTA, effectively elimnating the
future possibility of price hikes to
the extent for which we deal with in
the status quo.

And next, it can set a
needed precedence that
transportation funding is a top
priority issue by labeling it as
essential infrastructure inside the
| egi sl ation. These two smal |

revisions will not only help the
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security that SEPTA needs in the
future, but will finally give
security for the mllions of riders
who, as | speak right now, are in
the dark. Once again, Counci
Menbers, thank you for the
opportunity you have given ne here
today. And | hope you understand
the angle in which | speak and the
angl e in which we speak.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
And he's 18 years old. So can we
give hima round of appl ause for
havi ng know edge about the issue and
taking tinme out of his day to cone
to Gty Council to speak on the
SEPTA i ssue. Keep up the good work
young nman. Next speaker, pl ease.

MR, JENKINS: Good norni ng,
counci | president, nenbers and
guests of the chanber. | am David
Al exander Jenkins. And | rise in

support of Resol ution 250656. As |
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adjourn to the chanbers this norning
in the hustle and bustle of the

vi brant netropolis, I'mprivileged
to call and live in hone. | found
nyself with every footstep towards
the white marble pillar of denocracy
we are sat in today with a steep,
deep set, unwavering grin from ear
to ear, a grin bathed in the
sunlight of gratitude for this place
of brotherly love. You knowit,
because you live here too. This is
al so your hone. |It's a place where
cultural institutions say free
|ibraries, sports, world renowned
museuns, parks, nusic, food are each
enshrined in the fabric of our
hearts. It is a city where we
acknow edge work to have yet to be
done, to create the nore perfect

uni on we desi gned here sone 250
years ago. Work which includes

protecting margi nalized conmunities
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wi t h budgeti ng prograns focused on
pat hways to a fair and equitable
housi ng, work focused on health and
human servi ces, safety and
educat i on.

None of this, however,
woul d be possible without the fiscal
responsibility required to operate
this city. So it is with deep inset
grins that | stand with you to
defend the very backbone of our
city's future. Senate Bill 527
woul d repeal the Sterling Act, a
nearly century old pillar of
Phi | adel phia's fiscal independence.
And if enacted, it would strip away
as much as $172 million a year from
our operating bond budget. Those
funds as aforenentioned are used for
institutions to keep us safe, our
communities thriving. The Sterling
Act was designed that residents who

are not really living here -- who
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are comng to earn their living
here, would contribute to the
services that they use while here.
You know them police, fire
protection, transit systens,
infrastructure. And to unravel that
bal ances to ask Phil adel phia's
residents who do live here to burden
and shoul der that responsibility on
their own.

It is aripple effect on
fam |ies and nei ghbor hoods who rely
on those resources every single day
and it would be unprecedented. So |
stand with you to rem nd the Senate
that it is our city, ours, which is
t he econom c engine of this
commonweal th. And that to weaken it
is to weaken Pennsylvania. | stand
here to say that Senate Bill 527
woul d not only destabilize our
finances, it would dimnish, if not

halt the progress we have nade so
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far as a magnet for jobs, for
I nvestnents, for innovation. So
protecting Phil adel phia dear one is
fiscal health for our entire
Commonweal t h of Pennsylvania. It's
that, that | stand with you in
urging the General Assenbly to
reject this bill and | yield back.
MR. HOLSTON:  Good nor ni ng.
My nane is Reverend G egory Hol ston
I"mthe executive director of
organi zation call ed Just Nati on,
dedi cated for racial justice here in
the Gty of Philadelphia. | stand
here to oppose the bill that creates
the city's financial five-year plan
And why | oppose it is a sinple one.
The Gty of Philadel phia has a 31
percent poverty rate for bl ack
Phi | adel phi ans. Si xty percent of
al | black Phil adel phians either |ive
in poverty or near poverty or |ow

incone. The reality is that this
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five-year plan does not address
fully that |evel of poverty, does
not address the 64,000 deeply
af fordabl e housing units that are in
need to neet the crisis that is
still -- we're still present wth.
Does not neet all of the needs of
people who are living in poverty
each and every day, sone sections of
the city of Phil adel phia suffering
50 to 60 percent |evels of poverty.
| know all of you or many
of you. [|'ve worked with many of
you over the years before you were
in Council, before you were in the
positions you are in. | know how
deeply you care about the issue of
poverty. It was striking to ne that
this plan did not have even a goa
in mnd of what we're going to do
and what is our goal to get there.
We coul d have said, 30 percent

poverty reduction over the next five
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years is our goal, and we're going
to do everything possible we can to
make that happen. But it does not
even say that. It does not even
sketch out a plan. It does not even
begin to put a structure plan
together. There are many ideas out
here that can hel p reduce poverty.
One is a sinple one. If we paid
every nunici pal worker a living, a
famly sustaining wage, it would
actual ly reduce bl ack poverty by
four to six percent.

Just paying the workers in
this city to work at the nunicipa
level in this city, a wage that is
fair and judged, even if it's a wage
on level with police officers in
this town, it would reduce bl ack
poverty by four to six percent. W
can do stuff. | don't care what the
federal governnment does or doesn't

do. | don't care that we have a
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state governnent that sonetines gets
tied up inits own racism

This city -- this city of
counci | nmenbers, many of you built
by the Black Political Power
Movenent over the |ast four years --
40 years to help put you in the
of fice you have. You have a
responsi bility and you do have the
ability to reduce black poverty in
the city if you nake it a priority

each and every day that you are in

this office. | still believe in
you. | still believe in your work.
| still believe the tinmes we nmarched

t oget her and stood together and
fought together. And |I'mnot giving
up on you. |'magoing to stay on you
as much as | can because | believe
in our city and I believe we can
address this poverty together.

Thank you so much.

CH EF CLERK: W have
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Jessi ca Saxton, Tawana Downi ng,
Candy Onens, obonna Hagens. And may
Sharif Hanford and El ai ne Petrosian
al so make their way to the podi um
M5. SAXON: Thank you so
much. My nane is Jessica Saxon.
I"'ma civil rights advocate and
litigator from Washington DC. | am
here to provide notice. This is in
accordance with USCS Rules of G vil
procedure as well as Rule 17 and
Rul e 20 of the United States Suprene
Court. The Constitution for the
United States is the overarching
requi rement that every state nust
follow | don't think anyone here
wi |l disagree with that. States are
not able to enact their own
alternative |legislation and
substitute that for the guarantees
of the Constitution. That would
nmean that your state |aws are nore

powerful than the Constitution.
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That was sinply unl awful .

Cl ause 1 of Amendnent V to
the United States Constitution says
that no person should be held to
answer for a capital or otherw se
i nfanous crine unless on present nent
or indictnment by a grand jury.
However, the state of Pennsyl vani a
has enacted its own alternative
| egislation that permts its
prosecuting attorneys, its police
officers, it's law enforcenment to
charge by way of information as
opposed to indictnment. And that is
sinply illegal.

An enol unment violation is
when you pay public officials to
commt this crinme against the
suprene law of this land. There are
two areas of the Constitution that
reinforce the enol unent violation,
and that is Article 1, Section 10.

Wiere it says that no state shal
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create any law that shall inpair the
obligation of a contract. So your
police officers, your prosecutors,
your judges, they are all under a
contract. That's a contract to
perform based on the oath of
affirmation that they took to
support and defend the Constitution
of the United States of Anerica. So
when your state enacted a | aw and
then directs their agents to di sobey
that suprene law of this |and, that
I's an enolunent violation and it is
a violation of Article 1, Section
10.

The second area that
reinforces this is the 14th
Amendnent, and that's where it says,
that no state shall create or
enforce any | aw that shall abridge
the privileges or imunities of
United States citizens. Privileges

and immunities of United States
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citizens are at a mninmumthose that
are enunerated within the Bill of
Rights and the first 10 anendnents.
The state of Pennsylvani a
has enacted a lawin its inferior
constitution that is permtting your
public officials and | aw enf orcenent
whom you guys all pay, to violate
the Constitution of the United
States. As a result, we have an
I nordi nate anount of people that are
currently incarcerated here in this
state illegally, unlawfully and
unconstitutionally. M. Tanawah
Downing is preparing to litigate
this on behalf of 700,000 people
currently incarcerated across
Anerica illegally. 1'mhere to
provi de notice today to all of you
that you cannot continue to pay
public officials to conmt crines
against the citizens of this city.

Unfortunately, crimnal sanctions
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can conme fromthat if you continue
to go down this path. That's not
where we want to go, but it can
happen. So |I'm asking you, please
take a | ook at C ause 1 of Amendnent
V, confirmwhat |I'msaying to be
true, where it says that no person
shoul d be held to answer for a
capital or otherw se infanous crine
and then go out and direct your
public officials --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Excuse ne.

M5. SAXON:. -- the agents
t hat you pay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Excuse ne, ma' am

M5. SAXON: -- to act in a
| awf ul constitutional manner that is

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Is this related to the five-year

pl an?
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M5. SAXON: The
Constitution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Just aski ng.

M5. SAXON: I'msorry. o
ahead, sir.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Is this related to the five-year
pl an that you're speaki ng on?

M5 SAXON: Yes it is, sir.
Because you guys have a budget that
I's paying your police officers to
commt crinmes against the
constituents of this city.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Under st ood. Proceed.

M5. SAXON: | do have a
notice that | would like to put on
the record, please. Thank you so
much.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You're wel cone. Sergeant at arns,

could you take the information for
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the record, please.

M5. SAXON: Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Next i ndividual, please.

MR. DOMNI NG Have | been
noti ced? kay. Good norning. M
name i s Tanawah Downing. |'mthe
civil rights litigator that
Ms. Saxon was just tal king about. |
need to step up here and provide
this alittle bit of clarification
so we can understand what was j ust
happened, what was sai d, and what
we're actually asking fromall of
you. So | have approxi mtely 46, 000
crimnal affidavits on behal f of
victins that have been charged by
way of information as opposed to
indictnment fromright here within
the state of Pennsylvania. Many are
fromw thin your city. Al right.
So again, no state can create its

own alternative |egislation,
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substituting that for the guarantees
of constitution, then go out and
enforce that as though that is
constitutional. That is directly
unconstitutional. So if your police
are relying upon an inferior state
statute that permts themor directs
themto charge by way of infornmation
as opposed to indictnent as required
by O ause 1 of Anendnent V, then
that officer is conmtting a crine.
It's called deprivation of rights
under col or of |aw.

So these affidavits, they
identify two different crines. The
first is Title 18 USC, subsection
242, which is deprivation of rights
under color of [aw. \Wat that
statute says is that any person who
under the color of any state
statute, ordinance, custom or
regul ati on deprives any person of

any rights secured by the

Page 124

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

constitution commts that crine.

The second crine is Title 18 USC
subsection 241, which is conspiracy
to deprive of rights. What that
states is that when two or nore
persons conspire with the purpose of
depriving any person of any rights
secured by the constitution conmts
that crinme. Now the [aws of
crimnal conspiracy with regard to
public officials. What it states is
t hat any person who, having

know edge of any of the wongs
conspired to be done, and who have
the power to prevent or aid in the
prevention of a conm ssion of the
sanme neglects or refuses to do so,
may be joined to dispense the
action. So upon having -- been
provided with this notice, letting
you know that you're about to
provi de a budget -- approve a budget

that's going to be paying people to

Page 125

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

break the constitution of United
States Anmeri ca.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Excuse ne, sir.

MR. DOMNI NG  Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Can you tie this to the five-year

pl an?

MR. DAWNING Reclaimtinme?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Yes.

MR. DAWNING Yes, | can.
Because | --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT:  Yes,
sir. Go ahead.

MR DAWNING So if this
budget that you're about to approve
Is going to --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

MR. DAWNING -- be paying
people to abridge their obligations

coded by the Constitution of United
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States of Anerica, then you need to
not approve this budget because

ot herwi se you are conplicit in that
crimnal conspiracy. Al right.
Now, | know that you're going to go
and you're going to ask your
attorney as soon as we're done,

whet her or not what |'msaying is
true, and that attorney's going to
point you to a case from 1884 call ed
Hurtado v. California. And before
you choose to rely upon that as the
foundation, | nmust rem nd every
single one of you that the
Constitution of the United States of
Anerica is the foundation, not a

j udge made ruling. The Suprene
Court of the United States has no
constituted authority to be able to
alter men or destroy any of the
provi sions or guarantees of
Constitution because that nust be

done by an authentic act of the
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peopl e in accordance with the
speci al anendi ng procedure of
Article V. Furthernore, judges
cannot |egislate fromthe bench --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Tie it back to the bill.

MR. DAWNI NG -- because
Clause 1, article 1 says, all
| egi sl ative powers vested in
Congress in the United States --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Fi ve-year plan, sir.

MR DOMING So | want to
finalize by saying that an erroneous
view of the | aw would be that in
your | egal contenplation that the
| onest formof [aw, being a judge
made ruling is in -- is in |egal
contenpl ati on superior to the
Constitution of the United States of
America, the object which your
fidelity's bound, that would be an

erroneous view of the law. And
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therefore, according to the United
States Circuit Court, an automatic
abuse of discretion wll have
occurred if you continue to pay
these public officials to commt
crimes agai nst people of the United
States. Thank you, guys.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Bef ore you -- before you go sir, |
know you' re from anot her town,
Washi ngton DC. W have a
chai rperson of Public Safety. |
just recomrend that you follow up
with him so as a -- as a follow up
to having a platformto tal k about
this issue. W can tal k about
sonet hi ng substantive with the
chai rperson of Public Safety
regarding this issue. His nane
Counci | mrenber Curtis Jones.

MR, DOMNI NG We would | ove
to.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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kay.

MR DOMING This is --
we're not trying to get you guys
into trouble. W want you
| egi slators to understand that |
understand that you don't pay -- you
don't direct those agents to | aw
enforcenent to do their job, but you
do pay them And so we want to work
together to fix this probl em because
i f you continue to pay them you
will be conplicit within this
crimnal conspiracy. W're not
trying to get even your |aw
enforcenent into trouble, but we --
but we need to get this addressed.

If we don't --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, sir.

MR, DOMNI NG -- then we
are going to have a very messy
publ i c manner. Thank you, guys.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you very nuch, sir. Chair,
call the next speaker, please.

CH EF CLERK: W have Candy
Owens, Cbonna Hagens, Sharif Hanford
and El ai ne Petrosi an.

SERGEANT: State your nane.

M5. ONENS: Good norning.
My nane is Viola Onens. Everybody
know ne as Candy.

MR HANFORD: My nane is
Sharif Hanf ord.

M5. OAENS: Hi, I'mfrom
t he Danny Everett Runph Foundati on.
And |I'mhere to thank Gty Council
for everything that you-all have
done for ne for the last 20 years.
| really appreciate you-all being
t here and supporting us the way that
you have. Qur organi zation -- we
have a basketbal | tournament that we
started this organi zati on so we can
put defibrillators in the recreation

centers. Thanks to the Phil adel phia
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Fire Departnent, we was able to put
a defibrillator in every recreation
center in Philadel phia.

This year, we acconpli shed
putting in every -- we put a
defibrillator in every PAL -- no
every Boys and Grls Club. This
year we were able to put a
defibrillator in every Boys and
Grls Cub in Philadelphia. W also
do heart screenings. W partnered
up with CHOP. W do heart
screenings for kids ages 5 to 22.
This -- our slogan is Save the Next
Bright Star.

And this is so inportant
now because our children do not get
EKGs at their doctor's appointnents,
unl ess you request them And |I'm
aski ng you, please request them
because every heart screening, we
found a child with a problem And

we need to start naking Phil adel phia
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heart safe. That's the next thing
that we would |ove to work on, that
everybody has a defibrillator
available to them so there won't be
no problem because | have been in
nursi ng hones that don't have them
And that's sad. So we need to
really start working on our slogan,
Save the Next Bright Star and start
doi ng for our kids what needs to be
done. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Keep up the good work
too, ma'am Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber G ndy Bass. Cone on
back, Ms. Omens. Cone on back to
the podium The sponsor of this
| egi sl ati on, Council nmenber G ndy
Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Hey,
Candy. You know, | just really
wanted to nmake nention because, you

know, | know it's Candy fromthe
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nei ghbor hood. But one of the things
that was not nentioned is that Candy
| ost her son with whom Danny Runph
program - -

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Danny Runph, yes.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:  -- is
named after. Before that we called
it Mallory, but nowit's be
officially renamed as Danny Runph.
And, you know, Candy did not nention
Danny's story, so | hope it's okay
if I just say a little bit.

M5. ONENS: | know. It's
fine.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: That
we lost him He was the bright,
young, rising star. You know,
future NBA player fromthe
nei ghbor hood who -- whose heart
failed while playing basketball at
the center. And | believe that they

had to bring a defibrillator at that

Page 134

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

ti me because there were so few
They had to bring it fromlike South
Phi | adel phi a.

M5. ONENS: They had -- the
fire departnment had to cone from
Sout h Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: The
fire departnment cane from South
Phi | adel phia to Ger mant own.

M5. ONENS: Because our
Cermantown fire departnent --

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: So he
didn't have a chance. But now
through their efforts, they've nmade
sure that there is a defibrillator
in every single recreation center in
the Gty of Philadel phia. And so,
you know, we owe you a huge debt of
gratitude. Thank you.

M5. ONENS: Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: (Cbonna
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Hagens, then El ai ne Petrosian.

MS. PETROSI AN Hel |l o.
Good norning. M nane is Elaine
Petrosian, and | speak in ny
personal capacity today. So ny
remarks are ny own and not from ny
ward or ny civic association. |'ve
happily volunteered to help el ect
many of you in this chanber and to
activate all Phil adel phia voters.
So I'"'mreally happy to be here
today. | cone today to speak in
support of all the resolutions and
bills that have been introduced by
anong others, Majority Leader Kathy
G lnore Richardson on the matters
that we are calling nuisance
busi nesses. | live in the North
Broad Street corridor. Wen we cal
them “Nui sances” or snpoke shops, it
does not truly capture what we have
goi ng on here. Wat we have is a

real and grow ng flood of storefront
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drug deal ershi ps whose main m ssion
is to sell unregul ated intoxicants
and bootl egged weed. | ama
supporter of |egal cannabis for
adult recreational users.

| nyself have a nedica
card. | have no issue with | egal
and equitable, and | hope thriving
cannabi s businesses in the future
for the tax base of this city.
However, these shops are near
school s, near youth shelters, near
churches, next door to hones. W
need a new pl aybook to address this
new reality. They are harm ng
communi ty, they are harm ng youth.
Since the Council's recess in June,
|'ve seen at | east seven of these
shops pop up within a wal ki ng
di stance to ny house. And | wll
give you a head scratcher. On the
1500 bl ock of Fairnount, this city

contracts with a shelter. And that
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shelter is to provide safe space for
young peopl e who need a roof over
their head, right. It's called --
used to be called the YES Shelter.
On the sane block is now a 24-hour
snoke shop that's prinme business are
t hese unregul at ed substances, 24
hours a day. Help it make sense.
Al so, across the street on Broad --
on North Broad, you can find
mul ti ple instances of these shops
openi ng up adjacent to each other or
across the street from each ot her
within just a couple feet outside of
t he 500-foot boundary of severa
school s, daycare centers and pre-Ks.
So here's what | al so want
to share before | close. Wthin 48
hours of that 24-hour snoke shop
opening up on the sanme bl ock of the
yout h shelter, the known drug
sellers who work outside, a few

bl ocks away, had operated -- had set
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up satellite operations in front of
that store. So when we sit and

t hi nk about nui sance busi nesses, we
have to rethink and this is a new
breed. Thank you.

MR. HAG@ NS: (Good norning,
everyone. Qgbonna Paul Hagi ns,
fourth generation chattel slavery
survivor, and |I'mthe president of
t he Phil adel phi a Reparations
Coalition for Anmerican Freednen. |
had t he honor of hearing Al fonso
Deal speak as the keynote at ny
si xt h-grade graduation at El verson
El ementary School. Even then, it
was clear that he was a man whose
words carried weight and whose life
carried purpose.

Today we honor himin a way
that is permanent and visible. The
1500 bl ock of Gerard Avenue will now
bear the nane of Alfonso Deal \Wy.

Al fonso Deal was nore than just a

Page 139

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

public servant; he was a bridge

bet ween the conmunity and the
institutions neant to serve it. He
founded the Guardian G vic League in
1956 and served as a |l eader in the
NAACP, always fighting to ensure

t hat Ameri can Freednen had a voi ce,
representation, and access to
justice. H's work was about
creati ng agency, enpowering Anerican
Freednmen to protect their own
liberty and rights.

Today we honor himwth the
street nam ng, but we can al so honor
hi m by gi ving agency to the people
he fought so hard for: the Anerican
Freednmen. Right now, Anerican
Freednmen i n Phil adel phia do not have
a formal office in this building
representing their interests. Wile
ot her groups such as the Ofice of
African and Cari bbean Affairs and

the Ofice of LABTQ Affairs, the
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creation of the Ofice of Freednen
Affairs is not only |long overdue, it
I's constitutional.

It is necessary to uphold
the promi ses of the 13th Anmendnent,
whi ch abol i shed sl avery, and the
14t h Amendnent, whi ch guarant ees
bot h equal protection and birthright
citizenship for the Anerican
Freednmen only. An Ofice of
Freednen Affairs would ensure that
Anerican Freednen finally have
recogni zed agency, the ability to
protect their rights, opportunities,
and voi ces, just as Al fonso Deal
chanpi oned t hroughout his life,
nam ng the street after himis a
great thing, but it's constitutional
for the American Freednen to have an
Ofice of Freednen Affairs just like
every ot her group. Ogbonna Hagi ns,
over and out.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
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President, there are no further
public comrent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
We will now consider the bills and
resol utions on the second reading
and final passage's calendars. WII
Chief Clerk please read the title of
Resol uti on Number 2502147

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
providing for the approval by the
Council of the Cty of Phil adel phia
of a revised five-year financi al
plan for the Cty of Phil adel phia
covering fiscal years 2026 through
2030 and incorporating revisions
with respect to Fiscal Year 2025,
which is to be submtted by the
Mayor to the Pennsyl vani a
I nt er gover nment al Cooper ati on
Aut hority, pursuant to an
I nt ergover nnental cooperation
agreenent by and between the City

and the Authority.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recognizes Majority Leader
Katherine Gl nore Richardson for a
noti on regardi ng Resol uti on Nunber
250214.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Thank you, M. President. On your
behal f, | nove that Resol ution
Nunber 250214 be pl aced on the
suspensi on cal endar.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded. The Resol ution Nunber
250214 be pl aced on the suspension
calendar. Al those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. Wuld Chief
Clerk please read the title of

Resol uti on Nunmber 250656.
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CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
urgi ng the Pennsyl vani a Gener al
Assenbly to reject Senate Bill 527,
whi ch woul d repeal the Sterling Act
and have a devastating inpact on the
Cty of Philadel phia's fiscal
stability, therefore financially
crippling public services and
regi onal | eadership.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Kat herine G lnore Richardson for a
noti on regardi ng Resol uti on Nunber
250656.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Thank you, M. President. On your
behal f, | nove for the adoption of
the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded. The Resol uti on Nunber

250656 be adopted. All those in
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favor of the nmotion will signify by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. The resol ution
is adopted. WIIl Chief derk please
read the title of Resolution Nunber
250658.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
aut hori zing the creation of the
Philly I's a Music City Task Force by
the Committee of Legislative
Oversight to develop and mai ntain
the cultural and econom c inpact of
musi ¢ i n Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | mnenber
Deputy Whip -- no, Majority Wip,
| sai ah Thormas, for a notion
regardi ng Resol uti on Nunber 250658.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:

Thank you, Council President.
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Before | take a notion on that, |
woul d li ke to be recorded as aye on
all bills and resolutions that |
m ght have m ssed. And with that
bei ng said, Council President, |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded. The Resol ution Nunber
250658 be adopted. All those in
favor wll signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. The resol ution
I s adopted, and you'll be duly
recorded on voting aye on all bills
and resolutions. WII Chief derk
pl ease read the title of Resol ution
Nunmber 250661.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
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aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2847 Boudi not
Street, located in the 7th
Counci l manic District, in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
t he Phil adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Quetcy Lozada for a notion regarding
Resol uti on Nunber 250661.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President. |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded. The Resol ution Nunber
250661 be adopted. AlIl those in
favor of the nmotion will signify by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. The resol ution
Is adopted. WIIl Chief derk please
read the title of Resolution Nunber
250663.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
al so nam ng the 1500 bl ock of Cerard
Avenue as Al fonso Deal Way.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Young for a notion regarding
Resol uti on Nunber 250663.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President. | also want to
thank M. Haggins for that testinony
on this resolution, but I nove for
t he adopti on.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded. The Resol ution Nunber
250663 be adopted. All those in

favor of the nmotion will signify by
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sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. The resol ution
Is adopted. WIIl Chief derk please
read the title of Resolution Nunber
250668.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
amendi ng and restating Resol ution
120184 to appoint two additiona
busi ness community nenbers to the
Econom ¢ Qpportunity Review
Commi t t ee.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Dr. Nina Ahmad for a notion
regardi ng Resol uti on Nunber 250668.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President. | nove for
t he adoption of the resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and properly
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seconded. The Resol ution Nunber
250668 be adopted. AlIl those in
favor of the notion wll signify by
sayi ng aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it.
The notion carries. The resol ution
Is adopted. WII Chief Cderk please
read the title. The Chair
recogni zes Councilman JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:  Ch

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Let me go back.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:  I'm
sorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
On Bill No. 668, for the record --
Resol uti on Nunber 668 -- 250668,
Counci | renber Kendra Brooks is a nay
for the record. WII Chief Cerk

pl ease read the title of Bill No.
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2506 -- 250333.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
amending Title 14 Zoni ng Code of
Phi | adel phia, Section 14-4009,
entitled SP-CIV, G vic, Educational
and Medi cal Speci al Purpose
District, and anending Title 14-602,
entitled Use Tables, by allow ng
Rel i gi ous Assenbly uses in certain
Speci al Purpose Districts, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill had ne read on two
different days. The question now
is, should a bill pass finally?

WIlIl the Chief Cerk please call the

roll.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Phillips?

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l nenmber

G | nore Ri chardson?
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COUNCI LMEMBER

Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Gaut hi er?

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Thomas?

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Jones?

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Landau?

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Lozada?

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK
Young?

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Br ooks?

Rl CHARDSON:

Counci | nrenber

GAUTHI ER:

Counci | menmber

THOVAS:  Aye.

Counci | renber

JONES: Aye.

Counci | renber

LANDAU:  Aye.

Counci | nrenber

LOZADA: Aye.

Counci | renber

YOUNG  Aye.

Counci | renmber
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Harrity?

Aye.

Driscoll?

Aye.

O Neill?

Aye.

Squilla?

Aye.

Bass?

Ahmad?

COUNCI LMEMBER
CH EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER

CHI EF CLERK:

COUNCI LMEMBER
CHI EF CLERK:

BROOKS:  Aye.

Counci | renmber

HARRI TY:

Counci | nrenmber

DRI SCOLL:

Counci | renber

O NEI LL:

Counci | renber

SQUI LLA:

Counci | renber

BASS: Aye.

Counci | nrenber

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD: Aye.
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CH EF CLERK: And Counci l
Presi dent Johnson?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye. The ayes are 16, nays are
zero. Majority of all nenbers
havi ng voted in the affirmative, the
bill passes. Wuld Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of Bill No.
250530- A?

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zing an increase in the
non-el ectoral indebtedness of the
Cty wthin Pennsylvani a
Constitutional limt, authorizing
the Bond Conmttee to sell bonds at
public or private negotiated sale to
provide funds toward various capital
muni ci pal purposes, providing for
appropriations to the Sinking Fund
Conmmi ssion for the paynent of such
bonds, and aut horizing agreenents to
provi de credit or paynent or

liquidity sources for the bonds in
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connection with the issuance of the
bonds and ot her acti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
And this bill had ne read on two
di fferent days. The question now
is, shall the bill pass finally?

WIlIl the Chief Cerk please call the

rol I ?

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Phillips?

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |l nenber
G I nore R chardson?

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:

Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | menber
Gaut hi er?

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Thomas?

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS:  Aye.
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CH EF CLERK
Jones?

COUNCI LMEMBER

CHI EF CLERK:
Landau?

COUNCI LMEMBER

CHI EF CLERK:
Lozada?

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Young?

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Br ooks?

COUNCI LMEMBER

CH EF CLERK:
Harrity?

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.

CH EF CLERK
Driscol | ?

COUNCI LMEMBER
Aye.

Counci | renber

JONES: Aye.

Counci | renmber

LANDAU:  Aye.

Counci | menmber

LOZADA:  Aye.

Counci | renber

YOUNG.  Aye.

Counci | renber

BROOKS:  Aye.

Counci | nrenber

HARRI TY:

Counci | renmber

DRI SCOLL:
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CH EF CLERK: Counci |l nenber
ONeill?
COUNCI LMEMBER O NEI LL:

Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menber
Squi Il a?

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:  Counci | nenber
Bass?

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Aye.

CH EF CLERK: Counci | menmber
Ahmad?

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK: And Counci |
Presi dent Johnson?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Aye.

The ayes are 16, the nays
are zero. A mjority of all nenbers
havi ng voted in the affirmative, the
bill passes. WII Chief derk

pl ease read any additiona
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resol uti ons on today's cal endar?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and recogni zi ng
the work of It Takes Philly,
encour agi ng and enpoweri ng our
children to aimhigh for inspiring
Phi | adel phia's youth to pursue their
full potential introduced by
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Dr. Anthony Phillips for a notion on
a resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President. |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor wll

signify by saying aye.
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COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted. WI|I
Chief Clerk please read the title of
t he next resolution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring the life and
| egacy of the Honorable Frederica
Massi ah- Jackson, the first African
Ameri can President Judge in the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a and the
first African Anerican wonman to
preside over civil trials in the
City of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
I"mgoing to ask for a silent vote
on this resolution. The Chair
recogni zes Majority Leader
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson. Can we all stand,
pl ease?

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON
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Thank you, M. President. | nove
for the adoption of the resolution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
WIlIl the Chief Cerk please read the
title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution authorizing the Commttee
on Commrerce and Econom c Devel opnent
to hold hearings concerning the sale
of unregul ated substances such as
Delta-8 and Kratomin the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, introduced by
Counci | nrenber G I nore Ri chardson.

' msorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
| was ready to say N na, so you --

CH EF CLERK: Sorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | man
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
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Thank you, Council President. On
behal f of all the nei ghborhoods in
the Gty of Philadel phia, | nove for
t he adoption of the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it and
the resolution is adopted. WII
Chief Clerk please read the title of
t he next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng Sept enber
14t h through 19th as National Arts
Educati on Week in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a i ntroduced by
Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
| sai ah Thomas for notion and a
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS: |
nove for the adoption.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor wll
signify by saying Aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it and
the resolution is adopted. Wuld
Chief Clerk please read the title of
t he next resolution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recogni zi ng,
congratul ati ng, and cel ebrating the
10-year anni versary of Pope Francis'
historic visit to Phil adel phia for

the World Meeting of Famlies 2015,
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honori ng the individuals whose
exceptional service nmade it possible
and comenorating the lasting | egacy
of this transformative event
i ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Thonas.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
| sai ah Thomas for notion and
resol ution.
COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS: |
nove for the adoption.
COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor wll
signify by saying Aye.
COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it and
the resolution is adopted. WII the
Chief Clerk please read the title of

t he next resol ution?
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CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution authorizing the Joint
Comm ttees on Public Safety and
Public Health and Human Services to
exam ne the causes and inpacts of
the uptick in pharmacy cl osures
across Phil adel phia, introduced by
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Jones for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank
you, M. President. | nove for its
adopti on.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Those opposed? The ayes have it and
the resolution is adopted. WII the
Chief Cerk please read the title of
t he next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and recogni zi ng
Berni e Prazeni ca on the occasion of
his retirement after 17 years of
di stingui shed service as President
and General Manager of WPVI-TV 6ABC,
I ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Jones.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Jones for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: Thank
you, M. President. Job well done.

I nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly

seconded that the resolution will be
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adopted. All those in favor wll
signify by saying Aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it and
the resolution is adopted. WII
Chief Clerk please read the title of
t he next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng Sept enber
10t h, 2025, as Suicide Prevention
Day in the Gty of Philadel phia and
affirmng the need for suicide
preventi on awareness and robust
mental health services, introduced
by Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | menber Landau for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU
Thank you, Council man President. |

nove for its adoption.
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COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor wll
signify by saying Aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it and
the resolution is adopted. WII the
Chief Cerk please read the title of
t he next resolution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng and honori ng
wor | d mast er percussionist, Pablo
Batista, for his distinguished
contributions to nusic, culture, and
education in celebration of Hi spanic
Heritage Month, introduced by
Counci | mrenber Lozada.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber

Lozada for notion on the resol ution.
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COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:

Thank you, Council President. |
nmove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor wll
signify by saying Aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it and
the resolution is adopted. WII the
Chief Clerk please read the title of
t he next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng Sept enber
15t h through Cctober 15th as
Hi spanic Heritage Month in the Cty
of Phil adel phia and honoring the
hi story, culture, and contributions

of the Hispanic and Latino
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communities to our city and nation,
i ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Lozada.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Lozada for notion on the resol ution.
COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President. |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.
COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. Al those in favor wl|
signify by saying Aye.
COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it and
the resolution is adopted. WII the
Chief Clerk please read the title of
t he next resolution?
CH EF CLERK: A privileged

resol uti on recogni zing the nonth of
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Sept enber as a National Literacy
Month and strengthening the Gty of
Phi | adel phia's commtnent to
pronoting literacy and digital
literacy for all residents,
I ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Lozada.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Quet cy Lozada for notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President. |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resol ution be
adopted. All those in favor wll
signify by saying Aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed? The ayes have it and
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the resolution is adopted. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Squi |l I a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:
Thank you -- thank you,

M. President. And | would ask to
be excused, vote aye on all bills
and resolutions noving forward, as |
need to attend council business.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Leave is granted. Thank you --

t hank you, Menber Squilla. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Dr. Anthony Phillips.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Oh, Council President, this is for
the leader. |1'msorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
kay. You'll be acknow edged at the
appropriate tinme. The Chair
recogni zes -- the Chief derk,

pl ease proceed with the next
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resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng and honori ng
di stingui shed Latino | eaders and
communi ty advocates in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a during Hi spanic
Heritage Month, introduced by
Counci | menber Lozada.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Lozada for a notion.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor wll
signify by saying Aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed? The ayes have it.
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The resolution is adopted. The
Chair recogni zes Councilmn Curtis
Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES: |
want to go after Philli ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
kay. You-all queuing up early.
Understood. You'll be recognized at
the appropriate tine. WII the
Chief Cerk please read the title of
t he next resolution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and
congratul ating the African Anerican
Chanber of Commerce of Pennsyl vani a,
New Jersey, and Del aware for being
named Chanber of the Year at the
2025 U. S. Black Chanbers Nationa
Conf erence, introduced by
Counci | mrenber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
As | acknow edge Counci | menber

Young, we do have in the building
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t he executive director of the
African Anmerican Chanber of
Commerce. To your left, M. Regina
Hai rston. Let's give her a round of
appl ause for that acknow edgenent.
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Young for notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank
you, M. President. | nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor wll
signify by saying Aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it and
the resolution is adopted. WII the
Chief Cerk please read the title of
t he next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged

Page 174

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

resol ution authorizing the Commttee
on People with Disabilities and
Speci al Needs to hold a hearing on
the city's progress preparing to
accommodat e i ndividuals wth
disabilities for the historic
programm ng taking place in 2026 in
the Gty of Phil adel phia, introduced
by Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Brooks for notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCOKS:
Thank you. | nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:
Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. Al those in favor w il
signify by saying Aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it and
the resolution is adopted. WII the
Chief Clerk please read the title of
t he next resolution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng Sept enber as
Nat i onal Recovery Mnth and honori ng
the strength of those inpacted by
addi ction, introduced by
Counci | renber Harrity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
JimHarrity for a notion on the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be

adopted. All those in favor wll

Page 176

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

signify by saying Aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it and
the resolution is adopted. WII the
Chief Cerk please read the title of
t he next resolution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resolution. Also namng the 3,300
bl ock of Tilton Street Czerw Way to
honor the life and | egacy of John
Czerw, introduced by Council nenber
Driscoll.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes the
Counci | mrenber Driscoll for a notion
and resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Hol d on.

Hol d on one second. |'msorry.

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL: |
nove for its adoption.

CH EF CLERK: No, no. No,

I"'msorry. This is for next week's

Page 177

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

calendar. It was in the wong |ine.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Ckay.

CH EF CLERK: Sorry.
That's a privileged for next week.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recognizes the Chief Cerk

CH EF CLERK: Sorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
-- to please read the title of the
next resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring and cel ebrating
the 20t h anni versary of the Danny
Runph Cl assic and recognizing its
ongoi ng comm tnment to heart health
awar eness, conmunity enpower nent,
and Phi |l adel phia's rich basket bal |
| egacy, introduced by Council menber
Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
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Bass for a notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank
you, M. President. | nake a
not i on.

COUNCI LMEMBER:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor wll
signify by saying Aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted. WII
the Chief derk please read the
title of the next resolution?

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol uti on honoring
and commendi ng t he Phil adel phi a
Anti-Drug Anti-Viol ence Network,
PAAN for its proactive efforts to
ensure the safety of youth and

famlies in the 8 h Council manic
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District -- District's recreation
centers, and celebrating their
success i n maintaining viol ence-free
zones through the inplenmentation of
the Playing It Safe in the 8th
initiative, introduced by
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Bass for a notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank
you, M. President. | also nove for
adoption on the resolution on this
one as well.

cm Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Coul d you speak into the mc?
coul dn't hear nothing you said.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: (Oh,
l"msorry. |'msorry.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It's okay.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: | nove
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for the adoption of the resolution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Second. It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopted. Al those in
favor will signify by saying Aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted. WII
the Chief Oerk please read the
title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on honoring We On A M ssi on
and the 2025 Phil adel phia M dni ght
Run as a rem nder that the novenent,
when powered by purpose, can
transformlives and cities alike,

i ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber

Cindy Bass for a notion on the
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resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: | nove
for the adoption of the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor wll
signify by saying Aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted.
Wul d the Chief Cerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng Tuesday,
Sept enber 16th, 2025, as Nati onal
Vot er Registration Day, introduced
by Council Ahnmad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber

Dr. Nina Ahnad for notion and
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resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President. | nove for
t he adoption of the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded that the resolution be
adopted. All those in favor wll
signify by saying Aye.

COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the resolution is adopted. WII
the Chief derk please read the
title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
Presi dent, there are no further
resolutions in ny possession.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
That conpl etes our cal endar for
today. Any speeches on behal f of

the mnority? Any speeches on
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behal f of the majority? The Chair
recogni zes Counci | nenber Dr. Ant hony
Phillips. The Chair recognizes --

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Counci | mrenber Brooks. Ckay. That
just canme on the screen.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS: (n,
okay.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Kendra Brooks on behalf of the
mnority.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCOKS:
Thank you so nmuch, Counci
Presi dent, and wel conme back to al
nmy col |l eagues.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
You got to be quick wth that
button, |ike --

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS: |

t hought | brought -- yeah.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Go ahead.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS: W
know t hat preparations for 2026 wil |
be top priority for city governnent
this fall. W are all excited for
Phi | adel phia to be center stage to
host FIFA Men's Wrld Cup, the MB
Al'l -Star Gane, and the 250th
anni versary of our denocracy.

We' Il Dbe investing tens of
mllions of dollars to upgrade
public spaces and attract tourists
fromaround the world. Anong all of
t hose tourists and nore | ocal
attendees, we can expect that one in
four will be sonmeone with a
di sability.

| spent 17 years working at
Easterseals where | worked with
people with disabilities and becane
deeply famliar with the barriers

that prevent folks fromfully
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participating in life here in our
city. As nmenbers of city
governnent, it is our noral and

| egal responsibility to mnimze
those barriers and prevent

di scrimnation. As we prepare for
2026, accessibility should be a
primary consi deration and not an
afterthought.

To that end, I'Il be
hol di ng a hearing of the Commttee
of People with Disabilities |ater
this nonth to gather input and ideas
for how we can center accessibility
i n our planning and deci si on maki ng
for 2026. Accessible design is not
just an ADA conpliance issue. Wen
we mnimze barriers for people with
disabilities, we make our city nore
accessi ble for everyone. Ranps and
curb cuts inprove public spaces not
just for wheel chair users, but also

for our elderly visitors and parents

Page 186

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

with strollers.

For 2026, we need to open
our doors w de so that everyone
feels wel cone and that all new
visitors cone away with a cl ear
I npression that Philadelphiais a
great city for every nenber of a
famly. Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
G eat job, Menber Brooks. Any
speech on behalf of the majority?
Counci | mrenber Dr. Anthony Phillips?

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President. Good
af ternoon, coll eagues, and nost
i nportantly, good afternoon to al
of our neighbors. | just al so want
the privilege to say thank you to
our Mpajority Leader, Katherine
G I nore Richardson, for hel ping us
find ways to the book witten by
Counci | woman Bl ondel I Reynol ds

Brown, forner Council wonman Bl ondel |
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Reynol ds Brown, Wal ki ng a Ti ghtrope
Backward in H gh Heels.

| can't wait to read it.
Hopeful 'y, Phil adel phia gets a
chance to read it. It's her nmenoir
is on sale. But | want to say
really quickly, | worked for her. |
was her intern 20 years ago when |
was 16 years old, and | had no
I ntentions of being a nenber of
Phi | adel phia Gty Council. And | ook
at God, right? And so here | am
today. Yes.

First, we pause to renenber
the lives | ost on Septenber 11th.
We honor the | egacies by, as the
| ate John Lewis rem nded us, getting
into good trouble. This day rem nds
us that this is not just another
first day of session. God has
bl essed us wi th another opportunity
to serve, to |lead, and make our city

better. So let's not take that for
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granted, but instead commt
oursel ves to goi ng above and beyond
for the people of Philadel phia.

|"mexcited to return to
the work of the people after a busy
sumer, and |'mthankful to the
peopl e who have all owed us to serve
all of you. Qur team spent a |ot of
time in our neighborhoods this
sumrer, listening to our neighbors.

We hosted our second annual
Wadsworth Day, the |argest festival
in uptown in our northwest area in
our district. W knocked on doors
across the district, we opened a new
office in a |l ong underserved area on
5th Street, and we proudly rel eased
the findings of the Parent and
Guar di an Engagenent Task Force.

Last session, we al so
achieved a | ot together, securing
meani ngful wins. As Chair of Parks

and Recreation, | was proud to work
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with the adm nistration and PPR to

| aunch a multim |l lion-dollar
lighting project in recreation
centers across the city that we'l]l

-- that we will be rolling out this
fall. Yes, a multimllion-dollar
lighting project to nmake sure that
we have lights in and outside of
recreation centers and parks that
are bright to keep our children safe
in and outside of recreation centers
this fall.

As a fornmer youth nonprofit
executive, | know the inportance of
af terschool prograns and keepi ng our
children safe and engaged. Wth the
support of Council President and our
col | eagues, we created a pil ot
schol arship programto help famlies
cover the cost of quality out-of-
school tinme prograns. This
initiative, launched in partnership

with the Children's Schol arship Fund
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of Philadelphia will roll out this
Wi nter.

In the 9th District, our
nei ghbors are tired of snoke shops
and nui sance busi nesses poppi hg up.
And that is why | created a zoning
overlay, it required these
establ i shnments to seek community
I nput before opening. Over the
summer, | worked closely with L& to
shut down probl em busi nesses usi ng
and expandi ng nui sance busi ness | aw.

And one of ny proudest
nmonments was standing wth students,
nei ghbors, and | eaders at O ney High
School to secure $7.5 million in
renovations for Aney Field s
conpl ex, an investnent in our young
athl etes and our community.

Today, | also want to
recogni ze an organi zati on that
enbodi es our values. An intern in

our office back in April wanted to
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recogni ze and honor It Takes Philly
for their contributions to young
people in the city of Phil adel phia,
and we al so want to thank the
Stafford famly for their work
encour agi ng and enpoweri ng our
children to ai m high.

Their commtnent is exactly
why we | aunched the Parent and
Guar di an Engagenent Task Force. And
| ast month, we rel eased a ful
report, which is on each of our Gty
Counci | nenbers' desks. And if you
want a full report of the Parent and
Guardi an Task Force, please cone to
Room 594.

The report highlights key
-- four key priorities: greater
parent and guardi an engagenent,
educati on and youth progranmm ng,
stronger nental health and well ness
supports in schools and comuniti es,

expanded career and workforce
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pat hways for our young people, and

i ncreased access to digital literacy
resources for both famlies and
students. Looking ahead this fall,

I will convene a public hearing to
di ve deeper into these findings and
identify concrete steps we all can

t ake.

Wth Council back in
session, we have a responsibility to
pair legislation with community
part nershi ps and di rect engagenent
SO we can continue inproving the
quality of life for famlies, not
only for the 9th District, but
across Phil adel phi a.

And so I'lIl close with the
wor ds of Frederick Douglas who
rem nded us it is easier to build
strong children than to repair
broken nmen. That truth is what
drives this work and why our

i nvestnents in children and famlies
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today will shape the future of our
city.

So col | eagues, nei ghbors,
let's conmt ourselves to this work
and urgency with purpose. |I'm
| ooki ng forward to seei ng everyone
at Philly After School Hype, which
is a partnership with nyself and
Counci | mrenber |saiah Thomas in the
School District of Philadel phia, to
di spel the nyth that there's not
enough prograns or after-school
prograns for young people.

So Saturday, Septenber 27th
from11:00 to 3:00 p.m over at the
PYB, the Sixth Man Center from 11:00
to 3:00 ppm And | also want to
t hank Council President for honoring
a great friend, a great nmentor to
many, and a great community | eader,
M. Anton Moore. Well deserved, out
of -- we do a lot of street renam ng

in the city of Phil adel phia, but

Page 194

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Anton Moore deserves themall --
deserves all that and nore. Cod
bl ess everybody. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes Counci |l man
Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:  Thank
you, M. President, and thank you
menbers for acknow edgi ng the 3000
souls that lost their life at 9/11.
Muslims, Christians, Jews under one
roof lost their Iives.

Two years ago, next nonth,
| tal ked about the Gaza situation,
the terrorist attack that happened
there, the condeming of that
attack. And today, two years |ater,
over 700 days later, |I stand here to
say a couple of things. One,
rel ease the hostages, release them
right away, and then stop the
killing.

64, 000 soul s have gone on
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based on this ongoing conflict.
18, 000 of themare children. The
nost dangerous place in the world to
be a child is in Gaza. And |
understand, | don't -- listen, |
said then, and | say now, that if
you want to clean up the world,
sweep under your feet -- sweep under
your feet first, but you cannot
I gnore what is going on.

Si nce then, we have
experi enced fam ne, genoci de, words
that we shouldn't be using in nodern
tinmes that are happening. And |'m
telling you that Jews, Christians
and Muslins alike stand commtted
about this atrocity. And it is now
an atrocity. And | -- | gave this
scenario that all of us have public
housi ng in our respective districts.
And if sonme band of bad kids cane
out of the projects and conmtted a

crime out in the nei ghborhood, you
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don't call them back and burn down
the projects, you find the

I ndi vi dual s responsi ble, you hold
t hem accountabl e, and you create
justice that way.

You do not bonb reporters;
you do not bonb hospitals. This is
above and beyond, and there should
be sone type of, like, humanity. To
be able to say, "All right, enough
I's enough. You nade your point --
you nmade your point 64,000 tines."
And | think it -- it's time for all
of us to cone together and call it
what it is. And it is genocide.

And we need to call for a halt. W
want peace in the Mddle East. |
will reiterate, we want the hostages
released. And |I'mgoing to say

that, sir, out of respect for this

body, I'mnot going to do this every
week. | promise you |'mgoing to do
it today.
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And |I'mgoing to say that |
want to thank ny coll eagues who are
al so of that sanme opinion, and that
encourage all of us not to put our
heads in the sand and say, "Oh, you

know, everything is -- no it
isn"t. And we -- and we need to
acknow edge that. Thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
And you're wel cone, M. Jones. Very
well said, sir. The Chair
recogni zes Majority Leader Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
Thank you. Thank you,
M. President. And today | rise to
remenber and recogni ze all the
victinms and co-victinms of 9/11. |
remenber being in college, a
freshman in coll ege at Westchester

Uni versity on that day.

But today, M. President, |
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rise to discuss legislation that |
i ntroduced at today's session of
Council related to the nuisance
busi nesses plaguing the city of
Phi | adel phia. These busi nesses are
pervasi ve, they're popping up al
over the city, they attract crine
and drug activity, and they sell
drug paraphernalia and danger ous
unregul at ed substances |i ke Kratom
"' m proud to have worked
with many of ny colleagues in this
body who deeply care about this
I ssue, |ike Council nmenber Bass, |ike
Counci | menber Philli ps,
Counci | mrenber O Neill, and al so
Counci | mrenber Young. And many of
you col | eagues across our city who
we wor ked together to do drug
par aphernalia tours in your
district, even back when our
col | eague, Council menber Driscoll

was our then State Rep.
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But we have worked to
protect our comrunities fromthe
harnful effects of these businesses
that are finding new ways around the
| aws we' ve established every single
day, neaning that further action is
needed to ensure that these
busi nesses are no | onger hurting our
comuni ties and skirting our | aws.

The | egi sl ation
i ntroduced today will address
serious | oopholes in our current
enforcenent strategies. The first
bill ainms to address business owners
who are changing their LLC nanes,

t he | egal ownership, or naking other
smal | changes to their operations to
avoi d enforcenent by ensuring that
any business simlar in ownership or
operations would be responsible for
t he nui sance violations incurred by
a previous business.

The second bill cleans up
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the code to inprove the efficiency
of our enforcenment, and it nmakes it
easier for the Philadel phia Police
Departnent to issue fines and

vi ol ations for stop work and cease
operation orders. W're finding
that many of these busi nesses, even
after they receive a cease or a stop
order, continue to operate.

It is ny hope that these
changes woul d further protect our
residents and our conmunities from
their destructive practices.
Counci | renber Jones know we were on
North 54th Street this past Saturday
dealing with this very issue. W
must ensure that every possible
| oophol e around these drug
par aphernalia stores, every |oophole
Is cl osed.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:

That's right.
COUNCI LMEMBER RI CHARDSON:
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Because if not, we are guaranteeing
that they will continue to find them
and take advantage even when they
receive information to abate any
vi ol ations, they are skirting the
nui sance abat enent process.

Additionally, in
partnership with Council menber
O Neill, today we introduced a
heari ng resol ution regarding the
sal e of unregul ated substances |i ke
Kratom and Delta-8 to better
understand the inpacts of these
danger ous substances. And | | ook
forward to working with my council
col | eagues to continue to nmake
further progress in conbating these
busi nesses and the havoc they are
causing in our comrunities.

And | will tell you this,
col | eagues, New York City had this
very problem and i ssue, and they

cl anped down their enforcenent. And
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ever since New York Gty clanped
down on enforcenent, these

busi nesses are flooding the city of
Phi | adel phia. This started over the
pandemc. So it was during a tine
where many of us were sheltering in
pl ace, so you didn't notice

i mredi ately that they were opening
up these busi nesses.

And | renenber the first
busi ness that opened up on North
54th Street, and Council menber Jones
arranged for the admnistration to
wal k with us to go to each of these
busi nesses to try to get themin
conpliance with our zoning | aws and
with our bills and regul ati ons here
in the city of Philadel phia. And
they continue to pop up all over the
city. And |like many things, it
started in our Black and Brown
nei ghbor hoods, and now they're

spreadi ng out to other conmmunities.
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And we can't stand for this. New
York enforced against this, we have
to enforce against this happening in
our nei ghbor hoods.

They' re i npacting our
children, our young people. They're
setting up near schools in
residential areas. They're causing
crinme in and around these | ocations,
shootings, nurders, attenpted
murders. W are inundated in our
communities as a result of these
stores, and it's tinme that we clanp
down, enforce, and do what we need
to do to protect the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

Addi tional ly, Council
President, | rise today as a result
of the resolution | introduced
honoring the | ate Judge Frederica
Massi ah- Jackson for her service to
the city of Phil adel phia. Like ne,

Judge Massi ah-Jackson was an al umma

Page 204

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

of both Masterman and the
Phi | adel phi a H gh School for Grls.
Not only was she the first
African American president judge in
any county in the Commonweal t h of
Pennsyl vania, and the first African
Ameri can worman to preside over civil
trials in the city of Phil adel phi a,
but she was a tireless chanpion of
wonen in | eadership, playing a vita
role in enpowering and el evating the
next generation of wonen | eaders.
And 1'Il tell you, Counci
Presi dent, when | heard of her
passing, | had to go back hone in ny
archives and find a letter that she
sent nme in June of 2009. She
actual ly addressed the letter to
former Counci |l nenber Bl ondel |
Reynol ds Brown. But she tal ked
about the work that | did in her
of fice and encouraged nme with this

|etter. And |'ve saved it. This is
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a copy because the original has to
stay in place. But this letter was
fromJune 26th, 2009, an exanple of
her uplifting the next generation of
| eadership in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

Wil e serving as our
Presi dent Judge of the First
Judicial D strict, she spearheaded
the creation of an information
center to better informand engage
constituents, expanded judi ci al
educati on and enpl oyee appreci ation
prograns, and desi gned and
i npl enent ed gui delines to pronote
race and gender inpartiality within
all the district courtroons.

She al so spent 10 years
I nspiring up-and-comng | eaders as a
| ecturer at the Warton School of
the University of Pennsyl vani a.
Judge Massi ah-Jackson received

countl ess awards and recognition
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across her lifetinme. That is all
just a small window into the
incredible Iife and | egacy of Judge
Massi ah- Jackson.

She passed away on August
27th and is survived by her | oving
children, her daughter, Dr. Julia
Jackson Duf fus, and her |oving son,
Tom Jackson, as well| as three
grandchi | dren, brothers, and
extensive famly and friends. And
it was my honor today, along with
you, Council President, and all of
our col |l eagues in this body, and
i ncl udi ng Council Menbers Landau and
Young, who were a part of the
organi zations that she served in for
many years, to honor and recognize
her service, her contributions to
our city, to our Commonweal th, and
beyond. So thank you, coll eagues.

And finally, Counci

President, I'd |like to use the
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bal ance of ny tine today to talk
about sonething very near and dear
to ny heart. It is no secret that
my time here as a Council menber and
before that as a staffer was shaped
by fornmer Council menber Bl ondel |
Reynol ds Brown. A journey that she
officially started on January 3rd,
2000, 25 years ago this year, when
she was sworn into office and began
her first termas the only woman
serving as an at-|arge nenber of

Phi | adel phia Gty Council.

But ny first interaction
wth her cane a little before that,
in 1999, 26 years ago today in the
auditorium of the Phil adel phia Hi gh
School for Grls. This newy
el ected, not yet sworn-in aluma of
t he Phil adel phia H gh School for
Grls came back to talk to us about
her life and about her story and her

experience, and getting ready to
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serve as a nenber of Phil adel phia
Cty Council. And | thought her
story was interesting. So | went
home on ny typewiter and | wote
her a letter. And fromthat day,
she kept up with ne. And | renenber
when she sent ne a card, when | was
on ny way to coll ege at Wstchester
University that | still have, where
she encouraged ne on ny academ c

j our ney.

And in 2005, | had the
great opportunity to return to the
office as a graduate intern. And by
2008, | was working full-tinme in her
office. And for the next 11 years,
| served in every position you can
hold as a staffer in Philadel phia
City Council except comrunications.

And during that tine, she
mentored nme, she nurtured nme, she
uplifted nme. And | can say

confidently that all of the success
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that |'ve been fortunate to
experience in this august body is a
result of Blondell Reynolds Brown.
Having a front row seat to
her time in Philadelphia Cty
Council, she taught ne what it neant
to be a | eader, a working nom and
nost inportantly, she taught nme how
to dream big and al ways strive for
greatness. She woul d al ways say
"Dream big, and if that doesn't
wor k, dream bi gger. "
One of her dreans was to be
a published author, which is why it
is ny esteened pleasure to invite
all of ny Gty Council colleagues
and all of you listening, as well as
the nmenbers of the public, to the
of ficial launch of Wal king a
Ti ghtrope Backward in H gh Heels by
Counci | renber Bl ondel |l Reynol ds
Br own.

W will be together on
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Septenber 17th at 7:00 p.m at the
Free Library of Phil adel phia Central
Branch at 1901 Vine Street. Her
book offers nore than an insider's

| ook at City Council and navigating
| ocal politics. It's a candid,

t houghtful reflection on the highs
and the I ows of being an el ected
official, a nother, a nentor, and a
woman in public service and public
life.

Though admttedly, it was
very enotional for nme to relive sone
of the experiences nentioned in her
book, especially now being an
el ected official nyself, but her
perspective is powerful and it's
necessary. She captures the
conpl exities and prom ses of public
service with grace, with grit, and
remar kable clarity. I1t's a nust
read for anyone working in

gover nnent and anyone that feels you
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are constantly wal king a tightrope
backward i n high heels.

So today, colleagues, |
have gifted a signed copy of her
book to each of ny counci
col |l eagues. | hope that you al
enjoy it as nmuch as | did, and |
| ook forward to seeing each and
every one of you as we cel ebrate and
uplift Council nenber Bl ondel
Reynol ds Brown on Septenber 17th at
7:00 p.m Please stand,
Counci | woman.

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch. And we
appreci ate Counci | renber Bl ondel |
Reynol ds Brown for her |eadership
and how she paved the way and set
the tone for all the things we are
doing here in Gty Council, and

specifically, when it cones to
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wonen's rights and having a seat at
t he table.

What you said, if you're
not -- if you' re not at the table,
you're on the nmenu? Yes,
absolutely. W thank you very nuch.
The Chair recogni zes Council man Rue
Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU
Thank you, Council President. It's
hard to go after Majority Leader
Gl nore Richardson, but I'"'mgoing to
try. | want to just first start by
recogni zi ng ny col | eague,
Counci | mrenber Jones here, for his
authenticity and his courage of
speaki ng out about the crisis in
Gaza.

And just want everybody
here in the public to know that we
speak often about these issues. W
very much see eye-to-eye, and it's

-- we're doing everything that we
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can to start bridging Jew sh-Mislim
gaps here in Philadel phia. So thank
you. Thanks for -- | appreciate you
and all of your words and everythi ng
t hat you said.

| also then want to
recogni ze Majority Leader Gl nore
Ri chardson, both for her recognition
of Counci | menber Bl ondel |l Reynol ds
Brown, who we're all so amazingly
proud of her. But also, for your
resol ution on the passing of Judge
Massi ah- Jackson. Judge Massi ah-
Jackson was just a pillar of her
community, and in life and in
| egacy, a pillar of excellence and a
pillar of Black excellence that was
recogni zed by so many and clearly a
threat to others. She was a nentor
to me and many ot hers throughout the
| egal community, especially the
Bl ack I egal community. And we've

lost a light at -- a real shining
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light, and she was just wonderful.
Today al so, | was proud to
I ntroduce to Co-introduce -- sorry,
an arts and education resolution
with Majority Wi p |Isaiah Thomas.
Philly's conmmunity is only as good
as it is, thanks to the arts
educati on our young peopl e receive
every day at our schools and
universities. Wether you're a
violinist at Curtis, an instructor
with Miural Arts, or an elenentary
school teacher encouraging kids to
explore their imagination, arts
education is thriving in Philly at
t he educator and student |evel.
Today is a good rem nder
that we nust fund our public schools
and extracurriculars to make sure
aspiring artists and the hardworKki ng
educat ors who teach them have the
resources they need. 1'd also |ike

to take this opportunity to condem
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the recent cuts made to the SNAP
program by President Donald Trunp
and his adm nistration. And | thank
nmy col |l eagues for signing on to ny
resol uti on today.

Cutting SNAP is so harnfu
to the nmany people who rely on it
nost: the single nothers, the young
ki ds, the people who are working
mul tiple jobs to nmake ends neet and
are elderly. Trunp's cuts are a
reckl ess attenpt to peel back one of
the key prograns historically
mar gi nal i zed communities have to
hel p protect themfromfalling
deeper into poverty and sinply
putting food on the table. So |
want to nmake sure that the public
knows that there are many ways to be
exenpted fromthese harnful cuts,
and they went into effect on
Sept enber 1st, but there is still

time. Go to places |like Conmunity
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Legal Services and ot her | egal
nonprofits, get sone help. Cone to
our offices if you need to, we wll
hel p shepherd you through this
process to try to see what you can
do, to see if you fall into any of
t hese exenptions so you and your
famly can continue to receive your
benefits.

Finally, | introduced a
resol uti on recogni zi ng -- excuse ne,
recogni zi ng Septenber 10th as
Sui cide Prevention Day in
Phi | adel phia. According to the
Phi | adel phi a Sui ci de Prevention Task
Force, there are an average of --
there an average of three deaths by
sui ci de each week in Phil adel phi a.
In Anerica, there's been a 30
percent rise in suicides over the
past 20 years. The LGBTQ+ community
I's uniquely susceptible to suicide.

Youth who identify as LGBTQ+ are
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al nrost five tinmes as likely to have
attenpted suicide than their
straight and cis counterparts.

Earlier this year, when the
presi dent cut funding for the
Nat i onal Youth LGBTQ+ suicide
hotline, I was incredibly pained and
di sappointed. But it's a rem nder
that we need to do everything we can
here in Philly to raise awareness of
exi sting prograns |ike the 988
hotline and other resources that are
still available and can be found at
988lifeline.org.

LABTQ+ fol ks can reach out
to the Trevor Project also at
thetrevorproject.org. To all of the
youth who are out here in
Phi | adel phia: we see you, you are
not alone, we are here for you for
hel p. Cone to us, cone to any of
the | eaders in the community, you

will get through this. There wll
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be anot her day. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, Menber Rue Landau. The
Chair recogni zes, Council man Jeffrey
J. Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President. You know, |
al so want to nention that when | was
a high school senior, | had a unique
opportunity to internin this
buil ding for a district
Counci | mrenber, also in the managi ng
director's office, but also for an
at -1 arge Council nenber. And that
Counci | menber was Counci | nenber
Bl ondel | Reynol ds Brown.

And so, you know, her life
-- you know, her work has affected
many of us in these chanbers and
w |l continue to do so. So | want
to congratul ate her on this book,
and | look forward to reading it and

gai ning sone insight on how |l can be
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a better Council menber.

Last night | had the
opportunity, or yesterday rather, to
attend the swearing-in cerenony for
Samantha Fitzpatrick as a new
presi dent of the Phil adel phia
Barri sters Association. Yesterday
al so marked the end of ny tenure on
the board of the Barristers
Associ ation, where | had the
opportunity to serve, you know,
under the | eadership of three
different presidents: Kevin Hart,
Kristin Johnson, and now Court ney
Ri char dson.

But | just want to nention
sonme things we did with the
Barristers |last year. W held a
get-out-the-vote rally with the
Barristers and we al so supported the
Barristers and their turkey drive,
and we've also, with the help of

Counci | renber Jones, renaned the
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street where the Barristers was
founded as Barristers Wy. So
agai n, thank you so nuch
Counci | mrenber Jones for that.

But M. President and
col | eagues and nenbers of the
public, | just want to thank you for
the opportunity again to share a few
reflections as we've returned from
the summer recess. This sunmer was
not a break, it was a season of
bui l ding, listening, and delivering
for the people of the 5th Counci
District.

When we surveyed our
nei ghbor hoods earlier this year, we
made a prom se to bring resources
directly to residents bl ock-by-
bl ock, ward-by-ward. And we kept
that prom se, whether it was
connecting famlies to CLIP and L&l
to tackle quality of life issues,

hol di ng accountability town halls,
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or neeting nei ghbors where they are,
sonetines at their corner store, at
their local pub. W stayed present,
we stayed conmtted.

W al so carved out nonents
of joy partnering with organi zations
| i ke SELF Inc., the | argest provider
of homel ess services in our city.

We gave fam lies a chance to spend
the day at the Phil adel phia Zoo,
kids running freely, exploring,

| aughi ng. That day rem nded ne of
why we do this work: so our
children can sinply be children and
| et kids be kids.

We al so supported
organi zations |i ke the National
Associ ati on of Each One Teach One,
who sent Phil adel phia youth up to
New York, to Harlem to play at
Rucker Park, and w tnessed the
hi stori c noment where Rucker Park

was given its national historic
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desi gnati on.

We honored giants in our
city, renamng streets for |egends
| i ke Earl Young, the creator of
di sco, and Sister Mary Scul lion,
whose work through Project HO ME.
continues to inspire to this day.
These nonments rooted us in the truth
that good things conme fromNorth
Philly and fromthe 5th Counci
District.

W marched in solidarity
with famlies and workers al ongsi de
t he Phil adel phi a Federati on of
Teachers, Unite Here, and the TUNA
and TAP workers at Tenple
Uni versity, standing shoul der-to-
shoul der with those who dedi cate
their lives to educating our kids,
feeding our famlies, and keeping
our | oved ones safe.

W broke ground on our

multimllion-dollar investnents, the
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North Central Public Safety
Bui Il ding, the Cecil B. More Rec
Center, the West Popular Turn The
Key Housi ng Devel opnent, and we cut
the ribbon on the new Napa Street

pl ayground, a place where children's
| aughter will echo each day. It
be close to Sumrer Strong. W
partnered with Shadow Trax Medi a
Arts, 3711 Community Transformation,
and the 37th Ward, raising up North
Central CDC, Councilman Harrity,
State Center Street, and State Rep,
Mal com Kenyatta, and we hosted North
Philly Day. And we partnered with
Shadow Trax who've -- excuse ne,

we' ve partnered wth Shadow Trax in
their Carnival in the H O OD.,

whi ch was their 7th annual carnival,
right. And the HO O D. stands for
Hel pi ng Ot hers Overcone
Difficulties.

W had 500 nei ghbors attend

Page 224

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

with free food, nusic, haircuts,
backpacks, every ride you can

I magi ne and that can be in the park,
and resources. W had perfornmances
by Zay Money, we saw the return of
Philly group No Question, we had
Titan Westling in North

Phi | adel phi a.

So for those who don't
know, we put on a showcase like, it
brought ne back to ny chil dhood.
You woul d think that it was John
Cena and The Rock out there
westling, but the children of the
comunity, the entire conmunity,
just watching their faces to see a
i ve chanpionship westling match in
the mddle of North Philly, right?
It was just amazing.

And Shadow Trax has been
doing that for years. And so we
have to continue to uplift our

organi zations that are doing the
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wor k on the ground to nmake our
comunity what it is. You know, it
wasn't just a celebration, it was
proof that when we invest in our
peopl e, joy follows.

We hosted a second annua
Spring Garden Sunflower Fest with
the Spring Garden G vic Association,
the Spring Garden CDC, WKPN, | BEW
Local 98, and the Phil adel phia
Pol i ce Departnent. The nei ghbors
cane together to cel ebrate the
beauty of Spring Garden,

Franci sville, and Fairnount
comuni ties, enjoying food, art,
musi ¢, and cul ture.

But joy doesn't erase
struggle, right? Qur work wasn't
just celebration; it was al so about
care in atime of pain. After
tragic incidents in North
Phi | adel phia, of after a tragic fire

on North Corlies Street, or a
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shooting on Lanbert Street, we
hosted our conmunity care events to
make sure nei ghbors had access to
resour ces, counseling, and direct
support.

These nonents rem nd us
that governnent's role is not to
just govern fromafar, but to show
up, and to stand with people, and
help them heal. W' ve also had to
push back agai nst federal policies
that threaten our nost vul nerable --
i mm grants, seniors, children.

We' ve worked to keep our residents
i nfornmed about essential prograns
| i ke Medicare, SNAP, and ot her
benefits, making sure people know
what they qualify for and how to
access the hel p they need.

And just this week, Visit
Phi | adel phia rem nded us of our
responsibility to history that

offered a hone to the slavery
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exhibits currently threatened with
renmoval fromthe President's House.

I want to nmake it clear that if the
federal governnment turns its back on
truth, Phil adel phia and the 5th
Council District will not. W wll
al ways hold a space for our ful

hi story because that too is what
makes our city strong.

Col | eagues, all of this
fuels nmy energy for this session
ahead. This fall, we'll continue to
fight for a fair, equitable
devel opnment and funding that lifts
up, not displaces. W will plan for
the next generation, and we'll not
turn our back on DEl, because DEl
did not DIEin the Cty of
Phi | adel phia. We'll push on the
i ssues that weigh on us all: the
responsibility to care for our youth
and ensuring that parents have the

necessary resources to be
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responsi bl e parents.

W will fight to curb gun
violence, and we will ensure that
our children inherit a city that
val ues their future. M mssion is
sinple: | want every young person
in the 5th District to have a chance
to dream to play, to grow, and to
just be kids. And | want the rest
of Phil adel phia to know that things
don't -- that good things just don't
conme from North Philly, they begin
here, right?

Like the life of the
Honor abl e Judge Frederica Massi ah-
Jackson, who's from 16th in
Jefferson, who was in |aw school to
make -- to nmake noney. She wote
briefs for the | egendary Cecil B.
Moore. She was a clerk for the
Pennsyl vani a Suprene Court at the
age of 23 years old. And for those

in the |l egal profession, to be a
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clerk at the Suprene Court |evel at
such a young age is an honor, right?
It doesn't happen.

So being the first Black
presi dent judge for the entire
Commonweal t h, you know, | just want
to nane a few of her acconplishnments
to show that great things conme from
North Philadel phia. So | want to
thank you for the privilege to
serve, and | | ook forward to rolling
ny sleeves up with each and every
one of you in the com ng nonths
ahead to make sure we inprove the
lives of the residents of the Gty
of Phil adel phia. Thank you,

M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you. Good job, Menber Young.
The Chair recogni zes Councilman Jim
Harrity.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY:

Thank you, Council President. Today
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| introduced a resolution

acknow edgi ng Recovery Awareness
Month. [It's no secret here that |
amin recovery, and I'mglad to see
today this resolution was sent to
you unani nous. Every single nenber
signed this resolution.

You know, for ne, sonebody
that's been around a little bit in
the program that's anazing, because
it wasn't too |long ago that there
was such a stigma to the recovery
that people nentioned it in a
whi sper. But the fact of the matter
is that for so long, us in recovery,
| believe, have been hiding behind
t he anonynous, our anonymty:

Al cohol i cs Anonynous, Narcotics
Anonynous, and there was a reason
for that, because when it was first
bei ng devel oped, there was quite a
stignma.

W didn't know, and we

Page 231

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

didn't realize that it was just

anot her formof nental illness |ike
bi pol ar, schi zophreni a, and ot hers.
So for nme, | would like to take this
tinme to call on all ny brothers and
sisters in recovery, and to remn nd
themthat the 12th step is to be of
service. And for us, the easiest
way for us to be of service is to
tell our story.

And that was to be told to
anot her addi ct, because it was
anonynous. But the fact of the
matter is: we need to cone out of
the shadows to tell people that you
may have been an addict, you may be
recovering, and you will be
recovering for the rest of your
life. W never say we are
recovered. That is a big no-no.

But the fact of the matter
is: this is an epidenmc, and we

need to | end our voices so that
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peopl e know. You know, | can't tel
you how many tines when |I'm out and
I"'mtalking, and |I've told nmy story,
where people cone up to nme and tel
me, you know, "Councilman, we |ike
your story, and, you know, but you
do know that, you know, that's not
you. We know this is how you are,
and this is what you're about.”

And | appreciate them
giving ne that acknow edgenent t hat
that's not nme anynore. And that,
you know, |I'mnore than that. And |
agree with that. But the reason |
tell nmy story isn't for me -- it
isn't for big. It's for the fact
t hat maybe sonebody who's struggling
will hear it and say, "Ww, if that
guy did it, then | can definitely do
it."

So I'm so happy that ny
col | eagues understand that we shoul d

be breaking down the stigma. And I
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ask ny brothers and sisters in
recovery to cone out of the shadows
and tell their experiences, show
what they have becone, because there
is life after addiction. | amright
her e.

This here is beyond ny
wi | dest imaginations. And that's
what we tell the newconer: "If you
stick around | ong enough, God w ||
show you things that you never, ever

t hought were possible.” So for ne,
telling ny story, it's conpul sory.

| have to, | have to give it back in
order to keep what | have, and |I'm
not giving up what | have for
anyt hi ng.

So wth that, | thank you
all for just realizing that there is
no shanme in addiction as |ong as
you're willing to take the steps to

get better. Thank you all.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Very well said, Menber Harrity. The

Char recognizes Dr. Nina -- he's
still a Chiefs fan though. So all
that, |ike Thursday, |ike, |isten.

And we | ove himtoo, but, you know.

COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY: |
got the flag fromnme. | nean, you
guys are killing me here, you know.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
| Iove you, bro. The Chair
recogni zes the Councilman, Dr. N na
Ahmad.

COUNCI LMEMBER AHVAD:  Thank
you, Council President. And | want
to thank nmy fellow Council nenber for
sharing such -- his deep and inner
t hought s about his own journey and
how we can participate init. So
t hank you for giving us an
opportunity to participate by
supporting your resol ution.

Wth the enactnent of the

Vape Free Futures Act today, we've
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taken real action to protect our
youth from predatory marketing and
harnful addiction. This victory
bel ongs to our youth, who are the
reason why we actually did this
bill, and the parents, educators,
and health advocates. And it
affirnms that Phil adel phia puts our
children's well-being first.

And as we mark the 24th
anni versary of the Septenber 11th
tragedy, we pause to renenber the
nearly 3,000 |lives lost, the bravery
of the first responders, and the
resilience of our conmunities. |
al so want to honor the Phil adel phia
police officers who traveled to
G ound Zero and answered the cal
that day. Many of them now are
fighting cancers and | ung di seases
linked to their service at G ound
Zero. | urge the admnistration to

expedite their investigation so

Page 236

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
09/ 11/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

these first responders can get their
heal th care coverage they so
desperatel y need.

"' mal so proud to have
presented a resol ution recogni zi ng
Sept enber 16th as National Voter
Regi stration Day in Phil adel phi a.

Qur city, the birthplace of Anerican
denocracy, nust do nore. Voter
turnout has been too | ow, and across
the nation, voting rights are under
attack. This resolution is our

comm tment to make voter

regi stration accessi bl e, visible,
and cel ebrated. Each voice -- every
voi ce, every vote matters.

| also salute the
resol uti on expandi ng the Econom c
Qpportunity Review Conmttee to
i ncl ude the Asian Anerican Chanber
of Commerce and G eater Phil adel phia
and the | ndependence Busi ness

Al liance, our L@BTQ Chamber of
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Commerce. | thank those coll eagues
who did vote for this, because that
vote is for inclusion and diversity.
By including these groups, we lift
up these diverse business voices and
strengthen equity in our econonic
deci si on- maki ng.

| want to sincerely thank
nmy col | eagues for passing both vital
resol uti ons today. Together, we are
protecting public health, defending
our denocracy, expanding
opportunity, and renenbering those
who serve Phil adel phia and who
continue to lead with equity and
pur pose. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, Dr. Ahnmad. The Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Quetcy
Lozada.

COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President. |

want to -- | want to nention a few
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things. First, | want to invite
everyone to an opening reception
that Council President and nyself
are hosting on Septenber 15th at
4:30 in the caucus room where we
are going to put on display what
we're calling Fromthe 215 Wth Lots
of Lots of Love, where we're

cel ebrating Hi spanic -- Hispanic
Heritage Month in an evening of art,
culture, and community. Everyone is
wel cone, and everyone shoul d have
received the flyer on your desk.

And then | also want to
follow up on what | nentioned
earlier during public coment. |
want to make sure and reiterate to
everyone that by no neans do | want
to prevent small businesses from
comng into the 7th Counci
District. | encourage -- | welcone
busi nesses to cone into the

district, but unfortunately, for a
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district like mne, we have to go
back to basics. W have to hold
peopl e accountable. The Mayor's
office at sonme tine at the end of
| ast session put out a report that
showed that sonme of these
conveni ence stores, or the highest
nunber of conveni ence stores were
found in the 7th Council District,
and they're very problematic, right?
| have experienced convenience
stores opening up within a two-week
period, bypassing zoning, bypassing
having to go into the community.
These conveni ence stores
are part of the problemas it
rel ates to people's packages being
stolen fromtheir doorsteps and the
conveni ence stores buying them and
reselling themin their businesses.
They are a part of the open-air
narcotics trade in the 7th Counci

District, right? And so there's a
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| ot that goes into us wanting to
create a tool |ike the 24-hour
curfew bill to be able to help curb
sonme of this activity in the 7th.

And so | want folks to
understand that we are open for
busi ness, you know, but we have to
do what we can so that we can
respond to a commercial corridor
| i ke one of the ones that | have
where there's a 48 percent vacancy,
right? We're not going to be able
to respond to that vacancy unless
we're able to inprove public safety,
right?

And sone of these food
trucks have becone a part of this
process, right? But what we've al so
found is that they also need to cone
into conpliance. Sone of these food
trucks are connected to illegal
el ectrical drops that are

encroachi ng on peopl e's properties.
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They're not -- they're not going to
conm ssary every day, and so it
creates another | oad of issues.

And so, again, | want to
make sure that fol ks understand that
we are not trying to prevent snall
busi nesses fromconmng into the 7th.
We want our businesses to grow, but
we have to go back to basics and
hol d peopl e account abl e.

This norning, | also
I ntroduced a resolution to declare
Sept enber 15t h through October 15th
as Hi spanic Heritage Month. During
this time, we should take an
opportunity to cel ebrate Lati nos and
recogni ze why they are inportant to
the Gty of Philadel phia, to the
Commonweal th, and to the fabric of
this nation.

It is a tinme when
immgrants across this country are

being vilified, scapegoated, or
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ignored. It is nore inportant than
ever that we stand up and recogni ze
that immgrants are not a threat to
our conmunities. They are the
cornerstone of them Immgrants are
not a burden; they are a bl essing.

Sept enber is nore than just
a month on a calendar. This is a
time to uplift the stories, the
struggles, and the triunphs, and the
undeni abl e contri butions that
Latinos bring to the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a and across the
Commonweal th. And they have nade
them for generations. W are not
newto this city, we are not guests,
we are a part of this city.

(Spani sh | anguage.)

We have been here raising
famlies, starting businesses,
or gani zi ng nei ghbor hoods, teaching
in our classroons, marching in the

streets, and so nuch nore. From t he
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Bori cuas and the Dom nican famlies
of Fairhill and Kensington, to the
Mexi cans in South Philly, the
Venezuel ans, Guat enal ans, and
Col onbi ans across the city, Latinos
are a part of the past, present, and
the future of Phil adel phi a.

So as we cel ebrate Hispanic
Heritage Month this nonth, | invite
my col | eagues and all Phil adel phi ans
to stand with us and recogni ze that
we are a city of rich culture
because of Hi spanics or Latinos in
the city, and the contributions that
we bring to it. Together, we are
stronger. (Spanish | anguage.

Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Very well said. The Chair
recogni zes Council man Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Thank
you, M. President. And | just

really want to start by thanking ny
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col | eagues for the very inportant
wor k that they've been doi ng over
the summer nonths, and particularly
around the issues of nuisance
busi nesses. And, you know, it just
never ceases to anaze ne the anount
of time and effort that someone wl|
take to try to figure out how to
skirt the law and how to figure out
how t o, you know, sort of squeeze
the community just a little bit nore
to get an extra coin or two and
really damage that sanme community
that they say that they care about.
| can only tell you how
incredi bly offended I was that
soneone cane to ny office. The
group that was here earlier cane to
ny office and net with nme | ast week.
And | inmmediately asked them what
nei ghbor hood do they live in? And
they said that they, "W were based
out of Washington, D.C" And it's
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just unbelievable that, you know,
the audacity to tell neighbors that
they have to put up with sonething
that -- you're not putting up with
it. You don't have to deal with it,
but to tell people that they shoul d
have to deal with these conditions.
And it is never our
intentions to hurt any business, and
particularly a small business, and
particularly small mnority
busi nesses operating right here in
our communities. It is never our
intention to do anything that is
going to, be detrinmental. But it is
very inportant to know that if we --
If we make a misstep, that we can
fix it. That's what the |egislative
process is. Wen we go out and we
| egi sl ate and we nmake changes, if we
do sonmething that's not going to be
good for the comunity, we can

al ways cone back and nake
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adj ustnents to whatever we pass in
thi s body.

So | just really want to
say kudos to ny col |l eagues,
particularly, our nmajority |eader,
Kat hy G | nore R chardson, and al so
Brian O Neill -- Councilman O Neill,
who had a great piece of |egislation
and all the work. And, of course,
Counci | woman Quetcy Lozada.
forgot what Councilman Harrity
called, a fireball or sonething |ike
that. But she was on fire today,
you know, and passi onate about the
community in which she serves. And
so, you know, nothing but respect to
her for all of her hard work as
wel | .

Just a couple of things |
really wanted to nention. And the
first is we introduced a nunber of
resol utions today. Nunber one,

t hanki ng PAAN, Phil adel phia's Anti -
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Drug, Anti-Violence Network, which
has played a critical role in
protecting youth and famlies in the
8th Council District. W instituted
this program which we hope will be
a nodel to go citywide, in which
there was an effort in violence
prevention, and reflecting their
| ong- standi ng comm tnent to buil ding
saf er and stronger nei ghborhoods.
And through their work,
there were no violent incidents,
zero, at these sites. And that's a
power ful indicator of the
effectiveness of this initiative.
So we're hoping that this is
sonet hing that could actually be
duplicated. And, again, a big
shout-out. | know we're going to
have PAAN cone down and publicly say
a big thank you. But, you know,
this is really where the rubber hits

the road. So we want to thank them
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for that.

Al so, we want to thank the
Danny Runph Foundati on, Candy Owens,
for com ng down and speaki ng. And,
you know, | know | spoke when she
gave her presentation, but | also
just really wanted to make nention
that, you know, if Candy Onens is
wal ki ng down the street, nost people
don't know who she is or what she's
done. But she has done an
I ncredi bl e amount of work around
ensuring that healthy hearts are
taken seriously in mnority
conmuni ti es.

Because there's been far,
far, far too many of these, you
know, things that happen in our rec
centers where sonebody's pl aying
basket bal | and they just coll apse.
You know, they just drop. And so,
w t hout her efforts, untold others

woul d have had the sane fate as her
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son. So she took sonething that was
a heartbreaki ng experience for her
-- for herself, and changed it into
sonething that is really going to be
hel pful so that no one else has to
go through what she and her -- and
| osi ng her son had to go through.
So, again, we want to say thank you
to themas well.

Also, we did -- on a
m ssion. W are on a m ssion.
Notice how !l say it. "W on a
M ssion," which is the M dnight Run,
we all call it. So ny staff,
actually, got ne out this sumer to
the Mdnight Run. | think it was in
i ke July or August. We were out
there at mdnight. And |I'm saying,
“"Who is going to be out here at
m dni ght ?" You know, |'m expecting
it's going to be maybe 50 peopl e,
maybe 100. There were 2,000 people

out at the art nuseumto run at
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m dni ght on a hot sunmer night. So
it was fantastic.

They had never had any sort
of city recognition, city support.
So thanks to all of ny coll eagues,
we did a citation on all --
everyone's behal f, thanking them for
the work that they were doing around
health and that initiative, and
particularly in the African Amrerican
community. And it was just
fantastic. So we're going to have
“W on a Mssion” down here as well,
al so known as the M dni ght Run.

And | ast but not |east, |
did want to just nention that we
i ntroduced a bill, which we'll be
talking a little bit further about
| ater, to nmake sure that there's a
first aid kit in every city vehicle
that noves in this town. So as part
of our effort to ensure that the

city of Philadel phia, that its
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enpl oyees are the first |ine of
bei ng good citizens, of good
citizenship. And so we'll have nore
i nformati on about that com ng soon.

But | ook for that soon,
once we pass this bill, that every
city vehicle will have information,
Nar can, whatever is possible and
available to fit within that glove
box, that we wll have the tools
necessary to be hel pful to our
fellow citizen here in the city of
Phi | adel phia. So thank you,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you, Menber Bass, and thank
all the menbers for your outstanding
work as we kick off our council
session. And, you know, | support
not only the work that you do, but I
al ways |i ke to acknow edge, right,
that our tine and our effort is for

not. And as you know, today we
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I ntroduced 24 resolutions. Now, we
passed 24 resolutions, tw bills,

but we introduced 24 resolutions and
20 bills.

And so, you know, contrary
to popul ar belief, we work, right?
It's the first day. Nobody's, Ilike,
you know, rel axing and just hangi ng
out, right, but we're actually
putting in that rope. So good job.
And then again, for the record, for
all those who are |istening and
docunenting, 34 resolutions and 20
bills introduced today. So keep up
t he good work, everybody.

Wth that being said, |
want to take a nonent to acknow edge
for adj ournment Council menber |saiah
Thomas for a notion to adjourn.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Thank
you, M. President. | nove that
Counci| stand adj ourned until

Thur sday, Septenber 18th, 2025 at
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10 a. m
COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Second.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and properly
seconded. The Council stand
adj ourned until Thursday, Septenber
the 18th at 10:00 Am Al in favor
will signify by saying aye.
COUNCI LMEMBERS:  Aye.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed? The ayes have it,
and the notion carries. Thank

you-all very nuch.

(Stated neeting proceedings concluded at 1:25 p.m)
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