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·2· · · · · · P R O C E E D I N G S

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·Good morning, everyone.· Good

·5· ·morning, everyone.

·6· · · · · · I note that the hour has

·7· ·come and that a quorum of this

·8· ·Council is present.· This city

·9· ·Council is now coming to order.· I'm

10· ·asking all members to please take

11· ·your seats.· All visitors, please

12· ·retire to their seats outside the

13· ·rails, and please take all sidebar

14· ·conversations out of the Council

15· ·chambers.· I am going to ask anyone

16· ·who has a cell phone to please put

17· ·it on silent or vibrate.

18· · · · · · Welcome back members of

19· ·City Council.· Welcome back members

20· ·of the public.· Exciting day-to-day

21· ·as we kick off our fall session of

22· ·City Council.· To give our

23· ·invocation this morning, the Chair

24· ·recognizes Father Joseph Zaleski,
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·2· ·pastor of the St. Katherine of Siena

·3· ·Parish.· He's here today as guest of

·4· ·Councilmember Mark Squilla.· I'll

·5· ·ask all members and guests to please

·6· ·rise.

·7· · · · · · PASTOR ZALESKI:· Today

·8· ·being the 9/11 anniversary and all

·9· ·that that has happened in our

10· ·country in the last few months, I

11· ·thought that the peace prayer St.

12· ·Francis of Assisi was most

13· ·appropriate.

14· · · · · · Lord, make me an instrument

15· ·of your peace.· Where there is

16· ·hatred, let me so love.· Where there

17· ·is injury, pardon.· Where there is

18· ·doubt, faith.· Where there is

19· ·despair, hope.· Where there is

20· ·darkness, light.· And where there is

21· ·sadness, joy.

22· · · · · · Oh, divine master grant

23· ·that I may not so much seek to be

24· ·consoled as to console.· To be
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·2· ·understood as to understand.· To be

·3· ·loved as to love.· For it is giving

·4· ·that we receive.· And it is in

·5· ·pardoning that we are pardoned.· And

·6· ·it is dying that we are all born to

·7· ·eternal life.· Through Christ our

·8· ·Lord.· Amen.

·9· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·Amen.· The Chair thanks the Pastor

11· ·for the invocation.· Council will be

12· ·at ease.

13· · · · · · The next order of business

14· ·is the approval of the journal of

15· ·the meeting of Thursday, June the

16· ·12th, 2025.· The Chair recognizes

17· ·Councilmember Deputy Whip, Cindy

18· ·Bass.

19· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Thank

20· ·you, Mr. President.· I move that the

21· ·journal of the meeting of Thursday,

22· ·June 12th, 2025 be approved.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER:· Second.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·It has been moved and properly

·3· ·seconded that the journal of the

·4· ·meeting of Thursday, June the 12th,

·5· ·2025 stand approved.· All those in

·6· ·favor will indicate by saying aye.

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

10· ·the journal is approved.· The next

11· ·order of business is request for

12· ·leave of absence.· And the Chair

13· ·recognizes Majority Leader Katherine

14· ·Gilmore Richardson.

15· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER RICHARDSON:

16· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· On behalf

17· ·of the majority, there are no

18· ·requests for leave of absence today.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Thank you very much.· The Chair

21· ·recognizes Minority Leader

22· ·Councilmember Kendra Brooks.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:

24· ·Thank you so much, Council
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·2· ·President.· On the behalf of the

·3· ·minority, there's one request for a

·4· ·leave of absence today, on the

·5· ·behalf of Minority Whip Nicholas

·6· ·O'Rourke.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·Thank you very much.· The Chair

·9· ·thanks the Councilmember and leave

10· ·is granted.· The Chair now

11· ·recognized Majority Leader Katherine

12· ·Gilmore Richardson for a motion

13· ·concerning certain legislative

14· ·matters that may arise during the

15· ·course of today's session of counsel

16· ·that were not listed on the calendar

17· ·circulated prior to today's counsel

18· ·session.

19· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER RICHARDSON:

20· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· I move

21· ·that any of the following matters,

22· ·if considered today, may be added to

23· ·the agenda for this session of

24· ·Council and as required by law,
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·2· ·subsequently published on an amended

·3· ·agenda after the consideration of

·4· ·those matters.

·5· · · · · · Resolutions authorizing

·6· ·hearings, amendments to bills on

·7· ·first reading, the reconsideration

·8· ·of a bill veto by or recall from the

·9· ·mayor, amendments to bills recall

10· ·from the mayor, resolutions taking

11· ·substantive action to be voted on in

12· ·this session, a motion to withdraw a

13· ·bill or resolution that is not on

14· ·the calendar, and a motion placing a

15· ·bill or resolution on, or returning

16· ·a bill or resolution from the

17· ·suspension calendar that is not

18· ·listed on today's calendar.

19· · · · · · The purpose of this motion

20· ·is to provide the public with notice

21· ·concerning possible actions by

22· ·counsel that arose too late to be

23· ·included on the calendar that was

24· ·published prior to today's session.
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·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER:· Second.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·It has been moved and properly

·5· ·seconded that the legislative matter

·6· ·stated by Majority Leader Katherine

·7· ·Gilmore Richardson may be added to

·8· ·the agenda for today should those

·9· ·matters arise during the course of

10· ·this session of Council.· All those

11· ·in favor will signify by saying aye.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

15· ·the motion carries.· The Chair will

16· ·dispense with the regular order of

17· ·business to recognize the guests and

18· ·visitors joining us in chambers this

19· ·morning.· On behalf of all members

20· ·of Council, we welcome you and

21· ·appreciate you taking your time to

22· ·join us as we attend to the

23· ·legislative affairs of our city and

24· ·we certainly invite you to come



Page 9
·1

·2· ·again.· The Chair recognizes

·3· ·Councilmember Mark Squilla.

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

·5· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· I'm here

·6· ·today to want to welcome a guest.

·7· ·We have an exchange student here

·8· ·from Italy, Jacopo Di Vicentis,

·9· ·who's here as -- a political science

10· ·major, visiting Philadelphia through

11· ·the exchange program of Dr. Nestico,

12· ·who is here with Filitalia, where

13· ·they work to exchange people from

14· ·Philadelphia over to Italy, and from

15· ·then from our country there and from

16· ·-- there over to here.· And I like

17· ·him to stand up and please give them

18· ·a warm welcome from Philadelphia.

19· ·Thank you.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Thank you.· The Chair recognizes

22· ·Majority Leader Katherine Gilmore

23· ·Richardson.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER RICHARDSON:
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·2· ·Thank you.· Thank you, Council

·3· ·President.· Today I rise to

·4· ·recognize a special guest that we're

·5· ·hosting today in my office, Blake

·6· ·Toliver, who is a second-year law

·7· ·student at the University of

·8· ·Pennsylvania law school, Penn Carey

·9· ·Law.· He's currently involved with

10· ·the Black Law Student Association at

11· ·Penn, where he serves as the vice

12· ·president and his interests include

13· ·law, public policy, and regulatory

14· ·compliance.· We welcome Blake

15· ·Tolliver to Philadelphia City

16· ·Council today.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·Thank you very much.· The Chair

19· ·recognizes Councilmember Dr. Anthony

20· ·Phillips.

21· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

22· ·Thank you, Council President.· It's

23· ·great to be back.· I just want to

24· ·quickly recognize It Takes Philly,
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·2· ·which is an organization founded by

·3· ·Dr. Ala Stanford, intended to expose

·4· ·young people to opportunities as

·5· ·well as credible adults who can make

·6· ·a difference in their lives and

·7· ·experiences.

·8· · · · · · It Takes Philly

·9· ·organization is here today.· If we

10· ·all can -- the Board and some of its

11· ·members and volunteers, if they all

12· ·could be stand -- if they all could

13· ·stand to be recognized.· It Takes

14· ·Philly is in the house.· You all

15· ·will be hearing from Dr. Ala

16· ·Stanford momentarily about the work

17· ·of It Takes Philly.· She also

18· ·happens to be a member of my church,

19· ·Salem Baptist Church.· All right.

20· ·God bless.

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·Thank you very much.· We welcome all

23· ·of you to City Council.· Let's give

24· ·them all another round of applause,
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·2· ·please.

·3· · · · · · I also want to take a

·4· ·moment to acknowledge a young lady

·5· ·who plays a pivotal role in making

·6· ·sure that the work that we are doing

·7· ·in terms of working on behalf of the

·8· ·residents and the citizens here in

·9· ·the city of Philadelphia from a

10· ·communication standpoint.· Rather,

11· ·that's coming out to community

12· ·events and doing coverage, or coming

13· ·to our round table discussions that

14· ·we're having in City Council and

15· ·making sure that information is

16· ·promoted to the wider public.

17· · · · · · Today is her last day as

18· ·the visual communications intern,

19· ·and she worked very, very hard on

20· ·our behalf.· Let's give Ms. Ta'Liyah

21· ·Thomas a real big round of applause.

22· ·Student at Temple University, when

23· ·you-all doing those newsletters and

24· ·getting your pictures on your -- on
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·2· ·your website, and TikTok, and

·3· ·Instagram, and Facebook, and all of

·4· ·that good stuff that we like to do

·5· ·to communicate our message, this

·6· ·young lady has worked very

·7· ·diligently and hard on our behalf.

·8· · · · · · At this moment, I want to

·9· ·ask, can everyone rise for a second

10· ·in chambers as we memorialize and

11· ·recognize the 24th anniversary of

12· ·the September 11th terrorist

13· ·attacks.· City Council will pause to

14· ·honor the lives lost, the families

15· ·forever changed, and the brave

16· ·firefighters and first responders

17· ·who ran toward dangers to save

18· ·others.

19· · · · · · Nearly a quarter century

20· ·later, we carry the memories of

21· ·nearly 3,000 souls taken from us,

22· ·and we recommit ourselves to

23· ·ensuring that their legacy is never

24· ·forgotten.· May we never forget the
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·2· ·lessons of that day, that even in

·3· ·our darkest hours, resilience,

·4· ·compassion, and unity can light the

·5· ·way forward.· We will now take a

·6· ·moment of silence for the lives lost

·7· ·on September 11th of 2021.

·8· · · · · · There being no

·9· ·presentations today, Council will be

10· ·at ease.· Mr. Phillips, would you

11· ·like to acknowledge the head of the

12· ·Black Doctors?

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

14· ·Yes.

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·Your consortium here in the city of

17· ·Philadelphia, who we work very

18· ·diligently with.· They pretty much

19· ·saved the city of Philadelphia when

20· ·we were on the brink of catastrophe,

21· ·when we had to address the issue of

22· ·COVID, led by our Majority Leader

23· ·Councilman Katherine Gilmore

24· ·Richardson.· Member Phillips?
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·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

·3· ·Yes, absolutely.· And also want to

·4· ·quickly announce that Judge Craig

·5· ·Washington as a volunteer here.· He

·6· ·with It Takes Philly, he's here as

·7· ·well too a member of Salem Baptist

·8· ·Church.· But I also want to say,

·9· ·yes, we have the esteemed,

10· ·incredible servant Dr. Ala Stanford

11· ·is here today, founder of It Takes

12· ·Philadelphia.

13· · · · · · She doesn't come to

14· ·Philadelphia City Council often, but

15· ·all of Philadelphia knows the

16· ·incredible work she did to save our

17· ·lives during a very incredible

18· ·crisis in our world -- in our world.

19· ·And she started off a huge

20· ·initiative to make sure that we were

21· ·tested and we were, and we were also

22· ·received the vaccine.· And she does

23· ·a lot of great work with young

24· ·people.· We wanted to recognize her.
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·2· ·Everyone, City of Philadelphia,

·3· ·Dr. Ala Stanford.· Philadelphia,

·4· ·you'll be hearing from her

·5· ·momentarily during public comment.

·6· ·Thank you so much.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·Thank you, sir.· The next order of

·9· ·business is communications.· The

10· ·Chair requests that the Sergeant at

11· ·Arms deliver the messages from the

12· ·Mayor to the Chief Clerk.· Will the

13· ·Chief Clerk please read the messages

14· ·from the Mayor and any other

15· ·communications in her possession?

16· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· To the

17· ·President and members of the Council

18· ·of the City of Philadelphia.· I'm

19· ·pleased to advise you that on June

20· ·13th, 2025, I signed the following

21· ·bills which were passed by Council

22· ·at its session on June 5th, 2025.

23· ·Bill No. 250001, 250371, 250433,

24· ·250434, 250440, 250485, 250486,
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·2· ·250487.

·3· · · · · · And that on June 13th, I

·4· ·signed the following bills which

·5· ·were passed by Council at its

·6· ·session on June 12th, 2025.· Bill

·7· ·No. 241024, 250103, 250174, 250195,

·8· ·250196, 250197, 250198, 250199,

·9· ·250200, 250201, 250202, 250210,

10· ·250211, 250212, 250291, 250332,

11· ·250432, 250523, 250524, 250525,

12· ·250528, 250529, 250566, 250567,

13· ·250568, and 250571.

14· · · · · · And then on June 18th,

15· ·2025, I signed the following bills

16· ·which were passed by Council at

17· ·session on June 12th, 2025.· Bill

18· ·No. 250437, 240666, 250175, 250372,

19· ·250378, 250426, 250435, 250438,

20· ·250441.

21· · · · · · And that on June 26th,

22· ·2025, I signed the following bills

23· ·which were passed by Council at a

24· ·session on June 12th, 2025:· 241082,
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·2· ·250293, 250328, 250334, 250379,

·3· ·250384, 250425, 250427, 250430,

·4· ·250431, 250439, 250483, 250484-A,

·5· ·250488, 250489, 250490, 250494,

·6· ·250532, 250535, 250536, 250538,

·7· ·250569, and 250570.

·8· · · · · · And that on June 26th,

·9· ·2025, I signed the following bills

10· ·which were passed by Council at its

11· ·session on June 5th, 2025.· Bill No.

12· ·250492.

13· · · · · · And on June 26th, 2025, I

14· ·signed the following bill which was

15· ·passed by Council at a session on

16· ·June 12th, 2025:· 250537.

17· · · · · · And that on July 1st, I

18· ·signed the following bill which was

19· ·passed by Council at its session on

20· ·June 12th, 2025:· 250436-A.

21· · · · · · And that on July 16th,

22· ·2025, I signed the following bill

23· ·which was passed by Council at its

24· ·session on June 12th, 2025.· Bill
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·2· ·No. 250526.

·3· · · · · · And that on September 3rd,

·4· ·2025, I signed the following bill

·5· ·which was passed by Council at its

·6· ·session on June 12th, 2025.· Bill

·7· ·No. 250044-A, 250045.

·8· · · · · · And that on September 8th,

·9· ·2025, I signed the following bill

10· ·which was passed by Council at its

11· ·session on June 12th, 2025:· 241057.

12· · · · · · And then on September 10th,

13· ·2025, I signed the -- signed the

14· ·following bill which was passed by

15· ·Council at its session on June 12th,

16· ·2025:· 240671.

17· · · · · · And on September 10th, Bill

18· ·No. 250041, 250043, 250213-A,

19· ·250273, and Bill No. 250292 and Bill

20· ·No. 250331 were returned to Council

21· ·unsigned.

22· · · · · · Pursuant to sections 4-604

23· ·and 2-307 of the Home Rule Charter,

24· ·I am today transmitting to the
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·2· ·Council the recommendation of the

·3· ·City Planning Commission on the

·4· ·following bills.· Bill No. 250606,

·5· ·45 days, 250608, 250648, and 250652.

·6· · · · · · And I'm submitting herewith

·7· ·for the consideration of your

·8· ·honorable body the following

·9· ·proposed ordinance.· An ordinance

10· ·amending Chapter 12-3400 of the

11· ·Philadelphia Code, entitled, Use of

12· ·an Automated Speed Enforcement

13· ·System, to improve safety by

14· ·providing for the use,

15· ·administration, and enforcement of

16· ·automated speed cameras on

17· ·designated state routes under

18· ·certain terms and conditions.

19· · · · · · And an ordinance

20· ·authorizing the City of Philadelphia

21· ·to construct, own, and maintain

22· ·various right of way encroachments

23· ·under certain terms and conditions.

24· · · · · · And an ordinance amending
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·2· ·12-900 of the Philadelphia Code,

·3· ·entitled Parking Regulations and

·4· ·Penalties, to confirm regulations

·5· ·adopted by the Department of Streets

·6· ·that establish and revised time

·7· ·limited, and other rules restricting

·8· ·parking, stopping and standing

·9· ·including the establishment of a

10· ·time restricted loading zones in the

11· ·center city area bound by Spring

12· ·Garden Street, the Schuylkill River,

13· ·Bainbridge Street, and the Delaware

14· ·River, and to reauthorize changes

15· ·and additions to such parking rules

16· ·in the center city area by the

17· ·Department of Streets on an ongoing

18· ·basis, all under certain terms and

19· ·conditions.

20· · · · · · And a resolution approving

21· ·the reappointment of McCullough

22· ·Williams III to the Philadelphia

23· ·Water, Sewer, and Storm Board Water

24· ·Rate Board.
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·2· · · · · · And a resolution

·3· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

·4· ·Bank to dispose of 1316 and 1318

·5· ·South Cleveland Street, 2714 and

·6· ·2716 Oakford Street, 1225 South 17th

·7· ·Street, located in the Second

·8· ·Councilmanic District, in accordance

·9· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

10· ·the Philadelphia Code.

11· · · · · · And a resolution

12· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

13· ·Bank to dispose of 4200, 4202, 4204

14· ·Viola Street, and 4205 Leidy Avenue,

15· ·located in the 3rd Councilmanic

16· ·District, in accordance with the

17· ·terms of Chapter 16-700 of the

18· ·Philadelphia Code.

19· · · · · · And a resolution

20· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

21· ·Bank to dispose of 5417 to 5425

22· ·Florence Avenue, located in the 3rd

23· ·Councilmanic District in accordance

24· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of
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·2· ·the Philadelphia Code.

·3· · · · · · And a resolution

·4· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

·5· ·Bank to dispose of 1610 South 56th

·6· ·Street, located in the 3rd

·7· ·Councilmanic District in accordance

·8· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

·9· ·the Philadelphia Code.

10· · · · · · And a resolution

11· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

12· ·Bank to dispose of 2002 North 20th

13· ·Street, 2007 Norris Street, located

14· ·in the 5th Councilmanic District in

15· ·accordance with the terms of Chapter

16· ·16-700 of the Philadelphia Code.

17· · · · · · And a resolution

18· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

19· ·Bank to dispose of 2230 North 3rd

20· ·Street located in the 7th

21· ·Councilmanic District in accordance

22· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

23· ·the Philadelphia Code.

24· · · · · · And a resolution
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·2· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

·3· ·Bank to dispose of 2323 through 31

·4· ·North 5th Street, 2322, 2324, 2326,

·5· ·2328, 2330, and 2332 North Orkney

·6· ·Street, located in the 7th

·7· ·Councilmanic District in accordance

·8· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

·9· ·the Philadelphia Code.

10· · · · · · And a resolution

11· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

12· ·Bank to dispose of 2407, 2409, 2411,

13· ·2413, 2415, 2439, 2441, 2443, 2445,

14· ·and 2447 North 6th Street, located

15· ·in the 7th Councilmanic District, in

16· ·accordance with the terms of Chapter

17· ·16-700 of the Philadelphia Code.

18· · · · · · And a resolution

19· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

20· ·Bank to dispose of 2208 East Norris

21· ·Street, located in the 7th

22· ·Councilmanic District, in accordance

23· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

24· ·the Philadelphia Code.



Page 25
·1

·2· · · · · · Council President, there

·3· ·are no further communications in my

·4· ·possession.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·Thank you.· The messages will be

·7· ·printed in the journal.· The next

·8· ·order of business is the

·9· ·introduction of bills and

10· ·resolutions.· The Chair recognizes

11· ·Councilmember Dr. Anthony Phillips.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

13· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

14· ·have one privileged resolution

15· ·honoring It Takes Philly, and then

16· ·also one bill.· Thank you.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·Thank you very much.· Will Chief

19· ·Clerk please read the title of the

20· ·bill and resolution?

21· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

22· ·to amend the Philadelphia zoning

23· ·maps by changing the zoning

24· ·designations of certain areas of



Page 26
·1

·2· ·land located within an area bound by

·3· ·Grange Avenue, Park Avenue, Chew

·4· ·Avenue, and Broad Street.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·This bill will be referred to the

·7· ·appropriate committee.

·8· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·9· ·privileged resolution honoring and

10· ·recognizing the work of It Takes

11· ·Philly, encouraging and empowering

12· ·our children to aim high for

13· ·inspiring Philadelphia's youth to

14· ·pursue their full potential.

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·This resolution will be placed on

17· ·today's final passage calendar.· The

18· ·Chair recognizes Majority Leader,

19· ·Councilmember Katherine Gilmore

20· ·Richardson.

21· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER RICHARDSON:

22· ·Thank you.· Thank you, Council

23· ·President.· Today I offer three

24· ·bills.· One on your behalf, two
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·2· ·bills on my behalf, co-sponsored

·3· ·with Council Members Young and

·4· ·Councilmember O'Neill.· I also offer

·5· ·six resolutions:· two privileged

·6· ·resolutions on my behalf, four

·7· ·non-privileged resolutions on your

·8· ·behalf, Council President.· Thank

·9· ·you.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·Thank you very much.· Will the Chief

12· ·Clerk please read the title of the

13· ·bills and resolutions?

14· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

15· ·amending Chapter 19-4400 of the

16· ·Philadelphia Code, entitled

17· ·Development Impact Tax, to clarify

18· ·the exemption for rental housing

19· ·projects, all under certain terms

20· ·and conditions.

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·This bill will be referred to the

23· ·appropriate committee.

24· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance
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·2· ·amending Sub-Code A, the

·3· ·Philadelphia Administrative Code of

·4· ·Title 4 of the Philadelphia Code,

·5· ·the Building Construction and

·6· ·Occupancy Code, to revise penalties

·7· ·associated with stop work and cease

·8· ·operations orders under certain

·9· ·terms and conditions.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·This bill will be referred to the

12· ·appropriate committee.

13· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And an

14· ·ordinance amending section 9-4403 of

15· ·the Philadelphia Code, entitled

16· ·Enforcement, to provide for the

17· ·continuation of nuisance business

18· ·enforcement following a change in

19· ·business under certain terms and

20· ·conditions.

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·This bill will be referred to the

23· ·appropriate committee.

24· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a
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·2· ·non-privileged resolution

·3· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

·4· ·Bank to dispose of 1316 and 1318

·5· ·South Cleveland Street, 2714 and

·6· ·2716 Oakford Street, 201225 South

·7· ·17th Street, located in the 2nd

·8· ·Councilmanic District in accordance

·9· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

10· ·the Philadelphia Code.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·This resolution will be placed on

13· ·the final passage calendar for

14· ·consideration in our next session of

15· ·Council.

16· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

17· ·non-privileged resolution renaming

18· ·the 2300 block of Snyder Avenue,

19· ·James Darrell Robinson Jr.· Way, in

20· ·honor of James Little Darrell

21· ·Robinson Jr., recognizing his

22· ·contributions to Yesha Ministries,

23· ·and his community through his

24· ·musical genius and artistic talents.
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·2· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·This resolution will be placed on

·4· ·the final passage calendar for

·5· ·consideration in our next session of

·6· ·Council.

·7· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·8· ·non-privileged resolution renaming

·9· ·the 1900 block of South Street,

10· ·Dr. Beverly Wylie Way, in honor of

11· ·Reverend Dr. Beverly Wylie, and

12· ·recognition of her steadfast

13· ·commitment to her church and

14· ·dedicated service to the South

15· ·Philadelphia community.

16· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·This resolution will be placed on

18· ·the final passage calendar for

19· ·consideration in our next session of

20· ·Council.

21· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

22· ·non-privileged resolution renaming

23· ·the 2000 block of Snyder Avenue,

24· ·Anton K.· Moore Way, in honor of
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·2· ·Anton K.· Moore's commitment to

·3· ·giving back to his community and

·4· ·empowering the youth of

·5· ·Philadelphia.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·This resolution will be placed on

·8· ·the final passage calendar for

·9· ·consideration at our next session of

10· ·Council.

11· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

12· ·privileged resolution honoring the

13· ·life and legacy of the Honorable

14· ·Frederica Massiah-Jackson, the first

15· ·African-American President Judge in

16· ·the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,

17· ·and the first African-American woman

18· ·to preside over civil trials in the

19· ·City of Philadelphia.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·This resolution will be placed on

22· ·the final passage calendar for

23· ·consideration in the next session of

24· ·Council.· This resolution will be
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·2· ·placed on today's final passage

·3· ·calendar.

·4· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·5· ·privileged resolution authorizing

·6· ·the Committee on Commerce and

·7· ·Economic Development to hold

·8· ·hearings concerning the sale of

·9· ·unregulated substances such as

10· ·Delta-8 and Kraton in the city of

11· ·Philadelphia.

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·This resolution will be placed on

14· ·today's final passage calendar.· The

15· ·Chair recognizes Councilman --

16· ·Council will be at ease.· The Chair

17· ·recognizes Councilman Jamie

18· ·Gauthier.

19· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GUATHIER:

20· ·Good morning, Council president.

21· ·Today I have four bills and three

22· ·non-privileged resolutions for

23· ·introduction.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·Thank you very much.· Will the Chief

·3· ·Clerk please read the title of the

·4· ·bills and resolutions?

·5· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

·6· ·amending Section 3 of an ordinance

·7· ·Bill No. 23033-230033 approved April

·8· ·12th, 2023, entitled, an Ordinance

·9· ·Authorizing the Vacating of Sloan

10· ·Street From Ogden Street, to its

11· ·terminus northwardly therefrom, and

12· ·reserving and plotting upon City

13· ·Plan No.· 106, a right-of-way for

14· ·sewer and drainage purposes, and

15· ·public utility purposes within the

16· ·lines of said Sloan Street being

17· ·vacated and authorizing acceptance

18· ·of the grant to the city of said

19· ·right of way under certain terms and

20· ·conditions by extending the period

21· ·for compliance with the terms and

22· ·conditions stated therein.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·This bill will be referred to the
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·2· ·appropriate committee.

·3· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And an

·4· ·ordinance regulating the direction

·5· ·of movement of traffic on Preston

·6· ·Street between Spring Garden

·7· ·Haverford all under certain terms

·8· ·and conditions.

·9· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·This bill will be referred to the

11· ·appropriate committee.

12· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And an

13· ·ordinance authorizing the Streets

14· ·Department to establish parking and

15· ·stopping regulations on both sides

16· ·of 47th Street between Chestnut

17· ·Street and Kingsessing Street under

18· ·certain terms and conditions.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·This bill will be referred to the

21· ·appropriate committee.

22· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And an

23· ·ordinance establishing a parking

24· ·regulation on South 62nd Street
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·2· ·between Chestnut Street and Walnut

·3· ·Street, Kingsessing Avenue between

·4· ·South 52nd Street and South 53rd

·5· ·Street, Sansom Street between South

·6· ·62nd Street and South 63rd Street,

·7· ·Powelton Avenue between North 42nd

·8· ·Street and North 43rd Street,

·9· ·Powelton Avenue between 43rd Street

10· ·and Holden Street.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·This bill will be referred to the

13· ·appropriate committee.

14· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

15· ·non-privileged resolution

16· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

17· ·Bank to dispose of 4200-4202, and

18· ·4204 Viola Street, and 4205 Leidy

19· ·Avenue, located in the 3rd

20· ·Councilmanic District in accordance

21· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

22· ·the Philadelphia Code.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·This resolution will be placed on
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·2· ·the final passage calendar for

·3· ·consideration at our next session of

·4· ·Council.

·5· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·6· ·non-privileged resolution

·7· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

·8· ·Bank to dispose of 5417 and 5425

·9· ·Florence Avenue, located in the 3rd

10· ·Councilmanic District, in accordance

11· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

12· ·the Philadelphia Code.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·This resolution will be placed on

15· ·the final passage calendar for

16· ·consideration in the next session of

17· ·Council.

18· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

19· ·non-privileged resolution

20· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

21· ·Bank to dispose of 1610 South 56th

22· ·Street, located in the 3rd

23· ·Councilmanic District in accordance

24· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of
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·2· ·the Philadelphia Code.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·This resolution will be placed on a

·5· ·final passage calendar for

·6· ·consideration in the next session of

·7· ·Council.· The Chair recognizes

·8· ·Majority Whip Councilmember Isaiah

·9· ·Thomas.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER THOMAS:· Good

11· ·morning, Council -- good morning,

12· ·Council President.· Good morning,

13· ·colleagues.· Good morning to the

14· ·listening public.· Today, I offer

15· ·two privileged resolutions:· One,

16· ·being co-introduced with

17· ·Councilmember Rue Landau.

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·Thank you very much.· Will the Chief

20· ·Clerk please read the title of the

21· ·resolutions?

22· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

23· ·resolution recognizing September

24· ·14th through the 19th as National
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·2· ·Arts Education Week in the city of

·3· ·Philadelphia.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·This resolution will be placed on

·6· ·today's final passage calendar.

·7· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·8· ·privileged resolution recognizing,

·9· ·congratulating, and celebrating the

10· ·10-year anniversary of Pope Francis'

11· ·historic visit to Philadelphia for

12· ·the World Meeting of Families in

13· ·2015, honoring the individuals whose

14· ·exceptional service made it

15· ·possible, and commemorating the

16· ·lasting legacy of this

17· ·transformative event --

18· ·transformative event.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·This resolution will be placed on

21· ·today's final passage calendar.

22· ·Council will be at ease.

23· · · · · · Chair recognizes

24· ·Councilmember Curtis Jones.
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·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER JONES:· Thank

·3· ·you, Mr. President.· Today I offer

·4· ·three bills and three resolutions.

·5· ·Two of them non-privileged.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·Thank you very much.· Will the Chief

·8· ·Clerk please read the title of the

·9· ·bills and resolutions?

10· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

11· ·establishing a parking regulation on

12· ·Fountain Street between Ridge Avenue

13· ·and Hazelwood Lane; Lauriston Street

14· ·between Roxborough Avenue and

15· ·Monastery Avenue; Overlook Road

16· ·between Matthias Street and Shalkop

17· ·Street; Gorges Lane between Ridge

18· ·Avenue and Lawnton Street; Martin

19· ·Street between Ridge Avenue and

20· ·Mitchell Street; Levering Street

21· ·between Crescent Street to

22· ·Silverwood Street; Lemont Street

23· ·between Pechin Street and Ridge

24· ·Avenue; Dupont Street between
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·2· ·Fleming Street and Boone Street to a

·3· ·dead end; Monastery Avenue between

·4· ·Mitchell Street and Ridge Avenue;

·5· ·Palisade Drive between Capitol View

·6· ·Drive and Heritage Drive; and

·7· ·Merrick Road.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·This bill will be referred to the

10· ·appropriate committee.

11· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And an

12· ·ordinance establishing a parking

13· ·regulation on Hobart Street between

14· ·Thompson Street and Master Street;

15· ·Lancaster Avenue between Jefferson

16· ·Street and North 54th Street; North

17· ·59th Street between Malvern Avenue

18· ·and Woodcrest Avenue; and Bambrey

19· ·Street between Willard Street and

20· ·Allegheny Avenue.

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·This bill will be referred to the

23· ·appropriate committee.

24· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And an
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·2· ·ordinance amending Section 2 of an

·3· ·ordinance Bill No. 230438 approved

·4· ·July 5th, 2023, entitled, An

·5· ·Ordinance Authorizing The Revision

·6· ·of Lines and Grades on a portion of

·7· ·City Plan Numbers 230 and 289 by

·8· ·placing on the city plan two

·9· ·irregularly shaped areas:· one

10· ·located along the northeasterly side

11· ·of Ridge Avenue and extending from a

12· ·point northwest of the Wissahickon

13· ·Creek to a point approximately 424

14· ·feet further northwesterly from, and

15· ·other located along the south

16· ·westerly side of Ridge Avenue,

17· ·extending from a point northwest of

18· ·the Wissahickon Creek northwesterly

19· ·to the southwesterly side of Main

20· ·Street, thereby widening said Ridge

21· ·Avenue and authorizing the opening

22· ·of the portions of the said widened

23· ·Ridge Avenue, extending through the

24· ·property owned by the city under
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·2· ·certain terms and conditions,

·3· ·including the dedication to the city

·4· ·of the additions, to the beds of

·5· ·Ridge Avenue and Main Street being

·6· ·placed on the city plan by extending

·7· ·the period for compliance with the

·8· ·terms and conditions stated therein.

·9· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·This bill will be referred to the

11· ·appropriate committee.

12· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

13· ·privileged resolution authorizing

14· ·the joint committees on Public

15· ·Safety and Public Health and Human

16· ·Services to examine the causes and

17· ·impacts of the uptick in pharmacy

18· ·closures across Philadelphia.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·This resolution will be placed on

21· ·today's final passage calendar.

22· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

23· ·privileged resolution honoring and

24· ·recognizing honoring Bernie
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·2· ·Prazenica on the occasion of his

·3· ·retirement after 17 years of

·4· ·distinguished service as President

·5· ·and General Manager of WPVI-TV/6ABC.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·This resolution will be placed on

·8· ·today's final passage calendar.

·9· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

10· ·non-privileged resolution

11· ·authorizing Councilmember Jones's

12· ·appeal on behalf of and as a

13· ·representative of City Council of

14· ·the decision of the Zoning Board of

15· ·Adjustment with respect to 5052

16· ·through 56 City Avenue.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·This resolution will be placed on

19· ·the final passage calendar for

20· ·consideration at the next session of

21· ·Council.· The Chair recognizes

22· ·Councilmember Rue Landau.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Good

24· ·morning, Council President.· Welcome
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·2· ·back, everybody.· I have one

·3· ·privileged resolution and one

·4· ·non-privileged resolution today.

·5· ·Thank you.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·Thank you very much.· Will the Chief

·8· ·Clerk please read the title of the

·9· ·resolutions.

10· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

11· ·resolution recognizing September

12· ·10th, 2025, as Suicide Prevention

13· ·Day in the city of Philadelphia, and

14· ·affirming the need for suicide

15· ·prevention awareness and robust

16· ·mental health services.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·This resolution will be placed on

19· ·today's final passage calendar.

20· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

21· ·non-privileged resolution condemning

22· ·congressional Republicans and the

23· ·Trump administration for their

24· ·dramatic, ill-advised, and harmful



Page 45
·1

·2· ·cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition

·3· ·Assistance Program, SNAP.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·This resolution will be placed on

·6· ·the final passage calendar for

·7· ·consideration at the next session of

·8· ·Council.· The Chair recognizes

·9· ·Councilmember Quetcy Lozada.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· Good

11· ·morning.· Thank you, Council

12· ·President.· Today I offer four

13· ·privileged resolutions and one bill.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·Thank you very much.· Will the Chief

16· ·Clerk please read the title of the

17· ·bill and resolutions?

18· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

19· ·renaming and designating the

20· ·property commonly referred to as

21· ·Wissinoming Park, located at 5801

22· ·Frankford Avenue as Margaret

23· ·Tartaglione Park in the City of

24· ·Philadelphia.
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·2· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·This resolution will be placed on --

·4· ·this bill will be referred to the

·5· ·appropriate committee.

·6· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·7· ·privileged resolution recognizing

·8· ·and honoring world master

·9· ·percussionist Pablo Batista for his

10· ·distinguished contributions to

11· ·music, culture, and education, and

12· ·celebration of Hispanic Heritage

13· ·Month.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·This resolution will be placed on

16· ·today's final passage calendar.

17· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

18· ·privileged resolution recognizing

19· ·September 15th through October 15th,

20· ·as Hispanic Heritage Month in the

21· ·city of Philadelphia, and honoring

22· ·the history, culture, and

23· ·contributions of the Hispanic and

24· ·Latino communities to our city and
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·2· ·nation.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·This resolution will be placed on

·5· ·today's final passage calendar.

·6· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·7· ·privileged resolution recognizing

·8· ·the month of September as National

·9· ·Literacy Month, and strengthening

10· ·the city of Philadelphia's

11· ·commitment to promoting literacy and

12· ·digital literacy for all residents.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·This resolution will be placed on

15· ·today's final passage calendar.

16· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

17· ·privileged resolution recognizing

18· ·and honoring distinguished Latino

19· ·leaders and community advocates in

20· ·the city of Philadelphia during

21· ·Hispanic Heritage Month.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·This resolution will be placed on

24· ·today's final passage calendar.· The
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·2· ·Chair recognizes Councilmember

·3· ·Jeffrey J.· Young.

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Thank

·5· ·you, Mr. President.· Today I offered

·6· ·two bills, one of which is on your

·7· ·behalf, and one privileged

·8· ·resolution and four non-privileged

·9· ·resolutions.· But I just want to

10· ·mention that one non-privileged

11· ·resolution, we are repealing a

12· ·street renaming for technical

13· ·reasons and then introducing that

14· ·same resolution again.· Thank you.

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·Thank you very much.· Will the Chief

17· ·Clerk please read the title of the

18· ·bills and resolutions?

19· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

20· ·amending Chapter 12-900 of the

21· ·Philadelphia Code entitled, Parking

22· ·Regulations and Penalties, to

23· ·confirm regulations adopted by the

24· ·Department of Streets that establish
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·2· ·and revise time-limited and other

·3· ·rules restricting parking, stopping,

·4· ·and standing, including the

·5· ·establishment of time-restricted

·6· ·loading zones in the Center City

·7· ·area bounded by Spring Garden

·8· ·Street, the Schuylkill River,

·9· ·Bainbridge Street, and the Delaware

10· ·River, and to reauthorize changes

11· ·and additions to such parking rules

12· ·in the Center City area by the

13· ·Department of Streets on an ongoing

14· ·basis, all under certain terms and

15· ·conditions.

16· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·This bill will be referred to the

18· ·appropriate committee.

19· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

20· ·to amend the Philadelphia Zoning

21· ·Maps by changing the zoning

22· ·designations of certain areas of

23· ·land located within an area bounded

24· ·by Wilt Street, Grand Street,
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·2· ·Montgomery Avenue, and 19th Street.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·This bill will be referred to the

·5· ·appropriate committee.

·6· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·7· ·privileged resolution honoring and

·8· ·congratulating the African American

·9· ·Chamber of Commerce of Pennsylvania,

10· ·New Jersey, and Delaware for being

11· ·named Chamber of the Year at the

12· ·2025 U.S. Black Chambers National

13· ·Conference.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·This resolution will be placed on

16· ·today's final passage calendar.

17· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

18· ·non-privileged resolution repealing

19· ·Resolution Number 250587, adopted

20· ·May 29th, 2025, which also named

21· ·Jefferson Street between Broad

22· ·Street and 13th Street as Donald

23· ·Ducky' Birts Way.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·This resolution will be placed on

·3· ·the final passage calendar for

·4· ·consideration in our next session of

·5· ·Council.

·6· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·7· ·non-privileged resolution also

·8· ·naming Jefferson Street between

·9· ·Broad Street and 13th Street as

10· ·Ducky -- Donald Ducky Birt's Way.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·This resolution will be placed on

13· ·the final passage calendar for

14· ·consideration at our next session of

15· ·Council.

16· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

17· ·non-privileged resolution

18· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

19· ·Bank to dispose of 2002 North 20th

20· ·Street to 2007 Norris Street,

21· ·located in the 5th Councilmanic

22· ·District, in accordance with the

23· ·terms of Chapter 16-700 of the

24· ·Philadelphia Code.
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·2· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·This resolution will be placed on

·4· ·the final passage calendar for

·5· ·consideration at our next session of

·6· ·Council.

·7· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:  A

·8· ·non-privileged resolution also

·9· ·naming North 9th Street between

10· ·Clearfield Street and Indiana Avenue

11· ·as LGBTQ Way, and also naming the

12· ·900 block of West Clearfield Street

13· ·as Voice of the Youth.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·This resolution will be placed on

16· ·the final passage calendar for

17· ·consideration at our next session of

18· ·Council.· The Chair recognizes

19· ·Minority Leader Kendra Brooks.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:

21· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

22· ·have one privileged resolution to

23· ·introduce today.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·Thank you very much.· Will the Chief

·3· ·Clerk please read the title of the

·4· ·privileged resolution?

·5· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

·6· ·resolution authorizing the Committee

·7· ·on People with Disabilities and

·8· ·Special Needs to hold a hearing on

·9· ·the city's progress preparing to

10· ·accommodate individuals with

11· ·disabilities for the historic

12· ·programming taking place in 2026 in

13· ·the city of Philadelphia.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·That's good.· This resolution will

16· ·be placed on today's final passage

17· ·calendar.· The Chair recognizes

18· ·Councilmember Mike Driscoll.  I

19· ·don't know what I'm doing.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER Harrity:  I

21· ·got the flag.· I got the flag.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

24· ·Jim Harrity.
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·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER HARRITY:

·3· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

·4· ·have one privileged resolution

·5· ·today.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·Thank you, my friend.· Will the

·8· ·Chief Clerk please read the title of

·9· ·the privileged resolution?

10· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

11· ·resolution recognizing September as

12· ·National Recovery Month and honoring

13· ·the strength of those impacted by

14· ·addiction.

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·This resolution will be placed on

17· ·today's final passage calendar.· The

18· ·Chair now recognizes Councilmember

19· ·Mike Driscoll.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

21· ·Good morning, Mr. President.· I have

22· ·one bill and one non-privileged

23· ·resolution for today.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·Thank you very much.· Will the Chief

·3· ·Clerk please read the title of the

·4· ·bill and resolution, please?

·5· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

·6· ·amending Chapter 10-2800 of the

·7· ·Philadelphia Code.· Chapter 10-2800:

·8· ·Vehicular Mobile Service Providers

·9· ·to add new prohibitions on where

10· ·mobile medical service providers may

11· ·operate and providing for penalties,

12· ·all under certain terms and

13· ·conditions.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·This bill will be referred to the

16· ·appropriate committee.

17· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

18· ·non-privileged resolution also

19· ·naming the 3300 block of Tilton

20· ·Street, Czerw Way, to honor the life

21· ·and legacy of John Czerw.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·This resolution will be placed on

24· ·the final passage calendar for
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·2· ·consideration at the next session of

·3· ·Council.· The Chair recognizes

·4· ·Councilman Brian O'Neill.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

·6· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· I offer

·7· ·three bills:· One co-sponsored by

·8· ·Councilman Driscoll, one

·9· ·co-sponsored by all members present

10· ·today, and the third bill just on my

11· ·own, and a non-privileged resolution

12· ·after those.· Thank you.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Thank you very much, Member O'Neill,

15· ·for the tri-partisanship

16· ·introduction of --

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

18· ·That's right.· Thank you, sir.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·-- resolutions.· Thank you, sir.

21· ·Will the Chief Clerk please read the

22· ·title of the bill and resolutions?

23· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

24· ·amending Section 14-500 of the
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·2· ·Philadelphia Code entitled, Overlay

·3· ·Zoning Districts, by amending

·4· ·Section 14-515 entitled, Northeast

·5· ·Overlay District, and making related

·6· ·changes, all under certain terms and

·7· ·conditions.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·This bill will be referred to the

10· ·appropriate committee.

11· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And an

12· ·ordinance adding a new Chapter

13· ·21-3500 of the Philadelphia Code,

14· ·entitled Public Utility Meters, to

15· ·prohibit provision of a second

16· ·utility meter by a public utility at

17· ·a residential property without

18· ·evidence of a valid housing rental

19· ·license for the property, under

20· ·certain terms and conditions.

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·This bill will be referred to the

23· ·appropriate committee.

24· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And an



Page 58
·1

·2· ·ordinance authorizing the revisions

·3· ·of lines and grades on a portion of

·4· ·City Plan No.· 370, by striking from

·5· ·the City Plan Southampton Road from

·6· ·Bustleton Avenue to its terminus

·7· ·southeastwardly therefrom, under

·8· ·certain terms and conditions.

·9· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·This bill will be referred to the

11· ·appropriate committee.

12· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

13· ·non-privileged resolution also

14· ·naming the 800 block of Rhawn

15· ·Street, Hugh Joseph McIntyre Way, in

16· ·recognition of his sacrifice during

17· ·the 1975 Gulf Oil Refinery Fire.

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·This resolution will be placed on

20· ·the final passage calendar for

21· ·consideration in the next session of

22· ·Council.· The Chair recognizes

23· ·Councilmember Mark Squilla.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:
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·2· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· I offer

·3· ·two bills.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·Thank you very much.· Will the Chief

·6· ·Clerk please read the title of the

·7· ·bills?

·8· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

·9· ·authorizing various encroachments in

10· ·the vicinity of 1000 through 52

11· ·Frankfort Avenue, Philadelphia, PA

12· ·19125, under certain terms and

13· ·conditions.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·This bill will be referred to the

16· ·appropriate committee.

17· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And an

18· ·ordinance authorizing encroachments

19· ·in the nature of a sidewalk cafe in

20· ·the vicinity of 1313 through 17

21· ·South 3rd Street, Philadelphia, PA

22· ·19147, under certain terms and

23· ·conditions.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·This bill will be referred to the

·3· ·appropriate committee.· The Chair

·4· ·recognizes Councilmember Cindy Bass.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Thank

·6· ·you, Mr. President.· I offer three

·7· ·privileged resolutions and one bill.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·Thank you very much.· Will the Chief

10· ·Clerk please read the title of the

11· ·bill and resolutions, please?

12· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

13· ·amending Title 16 of the

14· ·Philadelphia Code by adding a new

15· ·chapter requiring that all city-

16· ·owned vehicles carry a basic first

17· ·aid kit, and overdose prevention

18· ·medication, all under certain terms

19· ·and conditions.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·This bill will be referred to the

22· ·appropriate committee.

23· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

24· ·privileged resolution, honoring and
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·2· ·celebrating the 20th anniversary of

·3· ·the Danny Rumph Classic and

·4· ·recognizing its ongoing commitment

·5· ·to heart health awareness, community

·6· ·empowerment, and Philadelphia's rich

·7· ·basketball legacy.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·This resolution will be placed on

10· ·today's final passage calendar.

11· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

12· ·privileged resolution honoring and

13· ·commending Philadelphia Anti-Drug,

14· ·Anti-Violence Network, PAAN, for its

15· ·proactive efforts to ensure the

16· ·safety of youth and families in the

17· ·8th Councilmanic District's

18· ·recreation centers, and celebrating

19· ·their success in maintaining

20· ·violence-free zones through the

21· ·implementation of the Playing It

22· ·Safe in the 8th initiative.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·This resolution will be placed on
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·2· ·today's final passage calendar.

·3· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·4· ·privileged resolution honoring We On

·5· ·a Mission and the 2025 Philadelphia

·6· ·Midnight Run, as a reminder that

·7· ·movement, when powered by purpose,

·8· ·can transform lives and cities

·9· ·alike.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·This resolution will be placed on

12· ·today's final passage calendar.· The

13· ·Chair recognizes Councilmember

14· ·Dr. Nina Ahmad.

15· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:  I

16· ·thank you, Council President.· I'm

17· ·introducing one privileged

18· ·resolution today.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Thank you very much.· Will the Chief

21· ·Clerk please read the title of the

22· ·privileged resolution?

23· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

24· ·resolution recognizing Tuesday,
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·2· ·September 16th, 2025, as National

·3· ·Voter Registration Day.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·This bill will be referred to the

·6· ·appropriate -- this resolution will

·7· ·be placed on today's final passage

·8· ·calendar.

·9· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:

10· ·Council President, may I --

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

13· ·Dr. Nina Ahmad.

14· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:  I

15· ·just thank you, Council President.

16· ·I wanted to recognize Chairman Omar

17· ·Sabir who will be speaking later.

18· ·But I thank you for being here and

19· ·pushing this issue.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·You're doing my job?· Like, can I do

22· ·my job?· I saw him, like -- let me

23· ·get a chance appropriately to, you

24· ·know --
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·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Just

·3· ·because he's going to speak on this

·4· ·particular --

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·I got it.· Just having fun, you-all.

·7· ·I'm having fun.· The Chair

·8· ·recognizes Commissioner Omar Sabir.

·9· ·He's the guest of Councilmember

10· ·Dr. Nina Ahmad.· And so that was

11· ·appropriate.· I'm just having fun.

12· ·It's the first day back, you-all.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:

14· ·Listen, and more fun we can have.

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·Absolutely.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Just

18· ·make sure people turn out to vote.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Absolutely.· And while I'm at it,

21· ·I'd like to acknowledge the head of

22· ·the Labor District Council 332,

23· ·Business Manager, my good friend,

24· ·thank you for joining us, Sam
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·2· ·Staton, Jr.

·3· · · · · · The next order of business

·4· ·is the consideration of the

·5· ·calendar.· The Chair recognizes

·6· ·Majority Leader Katherine Gilmore

·7· ·Richardson for the purpose of

·8· ·calling up bills and resolutions on

·9· ·the second reading and final passage

10· ·calendars.

11· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER RICHARDSON:

12· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· The

13· ·following bills and resolutions are

14· ·being called up from the second

15· ·reading and final passage calendars

16· ·today:· Numbers 250214, 250656,

17· ·250658, 250661, 250663, 250668,

18· ·250333, and 250530-A.

19· · · · · · The following bills and

20· ·resolutions on the calendar are

21· ·being held:· 250303 and 250373.

22· ·250214 is on the suspension

23· ·calendar.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·Thank you very much, Majority Leader

·3· ·Katherine Gilmore Richardson.

·4· ·Before considering these bills and

·5· ·resolutions, we will consider public

·6· ·comment as follows.· Your public

·7· ·comment must concern matters on the

·8· ·second reading and final passage

·9· ·calendars for possible action at

10· ·today's Council session.· All

11· ·speakers must sign up in order to

12· ·testify.· If you have not already

13· ·signed up for today's session,

14· ·please do so now by giving your name

15· ·to Ms. Hassen at the table outside

16· ·the rails to my left.· Once you have

17· ·signed up, you will be called in the

18· ·order in which your name appears on

19· ·the signup sheet.

20· · · · · · Under ideal circumstances,

21· ·public commenters will each have

22· ·three minutes to speak.· However,

23· ·this time limit may vary from

24· ·session-to-session.· Today's time
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·2· ·limit will be three minutes.· In

·3· ·order to be fair to all those

·4· ·wishing to speak, I intend to hold

·5· ·faithfully to the three-minute

·6· ·limit.· When you begin speaking, you

·7· ·will see a green light on a podium.

·8· ·When there are 30 seconds remaining

·9· ·to your time, the light will turn

10· ·yellow, which is your reminder to

11· ·conclude your remarks.· Once three

12· ·minutes have passed, the light will

13· ·turn red and the Sergeant-at-Arms

14· ·will disconnect the microphone.

15· · · · · · At that point, please yield

16· ·the podium to the next speaker if

17· ·you've not done so or so -- if

18· ·you've not done so already.· I also

19· ·reserve the right pursuant to our

20· ·rules of Council to limit

21· ·repetitious comments on the same

22· ·subject matter.· I will now ask the

23· ·Chief Clerk to please read the name

24· ·of our first speaker.
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·2· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· May we have

·3· ·Chairman Omar Sabir come to the

·4· ·podium.· May Dr. Alice Stanford,

·5· ·Jose Raywood, Edward Bonia and

·6· ·Manuel Mejia also make their way to

·7· ·the podium.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·Welcome, Commissioner Sabir.

10· · · · · · MR. SABIR:· Thank you for

11· ·having me.· As always, it's always

12· ·an honor to walk into this

13· ·illustrious chamber.· The

14· ·architecture is beautiful, second to

15· ·none.· I always like to give honor

16· ·to my Councilwoman, Jamie Gauthier.

17· ·I live in her district.· I grew up

18· ·in Councilman Curtis Jones' district

19· ·my whole life.· But, I'm here with

20· ·the Councilwoman, so, recognize her.

21· ·And, Dr. Nina Ahmad, you know, every

22· ·time she calls me, the answer is

23· ·always, “Yes.” And she's very

24· ·passionate about doing this work.
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·2· ·So a national voter registration

·3· ·day, that's an honor for us to

·4· ·reengage with our constituents, our

·5· ·loved ones and our families.

·6· ·Research shows that if we talk to

·7· ·our constituents and ask them at

·8· ·least six times per election cycle,

·9· ·and the ask could be a phone call,

10· ·an email, a text, that all count in

11· ·it, there's a 70 percent chance that

12· ·they're going to vote.

13· · · · · · So I'm asking not just the

14· ·members of council but all citizens

15· ·of Philadelphia to reach out and

16· ·remind our family and friends about

17· ·how critical this upcoming Tuesday,

18· ·November, the 4th election is.· You

19· ·can get registered and you can

20· ·actually vote on that same day now.

21· ·You don't have to wait Tuesday,

22· ·November the 5th.· Make some noise

23· ·for that you-all.· We have 10

24· ·beautiful satellite locations
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·2· ·located all across the city of

·3· ·Philadelphia.· One in each

·4· ·councilmanic district.· And that was

·5· ·thanks to you for the historic

·6· ·appropriation.· So we look to work

·7· ·to get the vote out.· Now is the

·8· ·time and our time is now.· Thank

·9· ·you, Council President.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·Thank you.· You can begin.

12· · · · · · MS. STANFORD:· Okay.· Thank

13· ·you.· First, on this solemn day, we

14· ·remember those who lost their lives

15· ·on September 11th.· We honor their

16· ·memory, their families, and we

17· ·recommit to never forgetting their

18· ·sacrifice and the bravery of the

19· ·women and men and first responders

20· ·who ran towards danger.· Today is

21· ·also personal.· My family is here

22· ·and I must begin with them.· My

23· ·husband, my mom, my dad, my mother-

24· ·in-law, my stepmother, grandmother,
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·2· ·brother, and my pastor were my first

·3· ·team, my unpaid staff.· They helped

·4· ·lift this work off the ground before

·5· ·anyone knew what It Takes Philly

·6· ·would become.· And to my mother, if

·7· ·you could stand up, who was born on

·8· ·September 11th, happy birthday,

·9· ·mommy.

10· · · · · · Yeah.· All right.· Come on.

11· ·I got three minutes.· Okay.· Thank

12· ·you for showing me what faith and

13· ·perseverance and love of community

14· ·looks like.· Councilmember Anthony

15· ·Phillips, thank you for recognizing

16· ·our work.· And I want to honor my

17· ·colleagues and staff and volunteers,

18· ·stand up you-all, who stood shoulder

19· ·to shoulder with me when there was

20· ·no roadmap.· So we are humbled by

21· ·this proclamation, a representation

22· ·of us stepping out on faith.· It was

23· ·14 years ago, and most of you know

24· ·me from COVID, but it was 14 years



Page 72
·1

·2· ·ago.· So can Deacon Washington and

·3· ·Mrs. Washington please stand up.

·4· ·They're wearing the original It

·5· ·Takes Philly shirts.· And what our

·6· ·hope was is that if we expose young

·7· ·people to opportunities behind --

·8· ·beyond their neighborhoods, they

·9· ·could dream bigger, reach higher,

10· ·and believe in themselves.· So we

11· ·took Philadelphia middle school

12· ·students from the courthouse, we

13· ·were in your courthouse, judge, to

14· ·the White House.

15· · · · · · We were standing, and then

16· ·we were standing in church

17· ·basements, street corners, parking

18· ·lots, test swabs and vaccines for

19· ·the most vulnerable.· And all of

20· ·these folks that started with me

21· ·when all we had was a dream to take

22· ·care of one another, I'm forever

23· ·grateful to you, and I thank you all

24· ·for recognizing us.· Because we
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·2· ·didn't wait for someone else to show

·3· ·up.· We ran to danger so others

·4· ·would not have to.· And many of you

·5· ·know this story because you lived

·6· ·it.· If you've received a test, a

·7· ·vaccine, education information for

·8· ·yourself or your family, raise your

·9· ·hand.· This is what it looks like

10· ·when we collectively come together

11· ·to take care of one another.· And I

12· ·am grateful for you all giving me

13· ·the privilege to take care of you

14· ·and to earn your trust to do that.

15· · · · · · Because of that service,

16· ·people know my name.· Not because

17· ·I'm this super special person-

18· ·doctor.· It was from the service,

19· ·that people know me locally and they

20· ·know me nationally.· And you gave us

21· ·that opportunity.· This true

22· ·platform.· This recognition affirms

23· ·something that I've known my entire

24· ·life; when we put people first, when
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·2· ·we choose courage over comfort,

·3· ·equity over excuses, we can save

·4· ·lives, build futures, and strengthen

·5· ·communities.· We -- I have been

·6· ·leading this city for decades.· But

·7· ·let me be clear, we are just getting

·8· ·started.· And that is why I will

·9· ·continue to serve because

10· ·Philadelphia deserves leadership

11· ·that is fearless, faithful, and

12· ·focused on you.· Thank you.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Ms. Stanford -- Dr. Stanford.

15· · · · · · MS. STANFORD:· Yeah.

16· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·I just want you to stay there for a

18· ·second.

19· · · · · · MS. STANFORD:· I apologize,

20· ·Council President.

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·I just be remiss because I remember

23· ·them days and we had to scramble as

24· ·a Council under the leadership of
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·2· ·Darrell Clarke --

·3· · · · · · MS. STANFORD:· That's

·4· ·right.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·-- how we were going to do the

·7· ·business here in the city of

·8· ·Philadelphia.· But I would be remiss

·9· ·if I didn't acknowledge my Majority

10· ·Leader, Catherine Gilmore

11· ·Richardson, because I remember when

12· ·the Black Doctors Consortium came to

13· ·City Council, seeking support so we

14· ·can get masks and all those other

15· ·things, and it wasn't -- I'll just

16· ·say, my majority leader made sure

17· ·that when we worked with the

18· ·previous administration, this was a

19· ·priority and the process was fair

20· ·and equitable as relates to the

21· ·resources here in the city of

22· ·Philadelphia to support your

23· ·efforts.· So you continue to keep up

24· ·the good work, but I want to
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·2· ·acknowledge our majority leader for

·3· ·leading those efforts.· Thank you.

·4· · · · · · MS. STANFORD:· Thank you

·5· ·for that.· Thank you for that.  I

·6· ·mean, I could name them all because

·7· ·-- Cindy Bass and Dr. Ahmad and Rue

·8· ·Landau and Harrity and Councilman

·9· ·and Cherelle Parker, quite honestly

10· ·was there.· You were all there.· And

11· ·it just -- it's a collective effort

12· ·when we decide we put us first as a

13· ·priority.· And I yield and I thank

14· ·you.

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·Thank you.

17· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· We have Jose

18· ·Raywood, Edward Bonia, Manuel Mejia.

19· ·McKay Perez, Lynn Landes and Jeremy

20· ·Blatstein, also make their way to

21· ·the podium.

22· · · · · · MR. LUIS:· Good morning.

23· ·My name is Jose Luis.· I'm a chef.

24· ·I live in North Philadelphia and I
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·2· ·run a food truck.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·Speak in to the microphone.

·5· · · · · · MR. LUIS:· Okay.· Good

·6· ·morning.· My name is Jose Luis.  I

·7· ·live in North Philadelphia and I own

·8· ·and run a food truck.

·9· · · · · · I arrived in the city of

10· ·Philadelphia in 2013.· I've always

11· ·worked in hotels that have Michelin

12· ·stars.· I live in North

13· ·Philadelphia, and I own and run a

14· ·food truck.· And I support

15· ·Resolution 250658, that recognizes

16· ·the cultural and financial aspect of

17· ·music in Philadelphia.

18· · · · · · Music moves our city at all

19· ·times and one cannot talk about

20· ·culture and finance without also

21· ·mentioning food.· Food trucks are

22· ·part of our nightlife.· They are a

23· ·part of that aspect of life in our

24· ·city.· Above all, we are a source of
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·2· ·income for working families.

·3· ·Proposed Ordinance 250292 limits

·4· ·access to the food we sell between

·5· ·11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.· This

·6· ·endangers our ability to earn a

·7· ·living.· We harm no one.· We are not

·8· ·a problem.· We are part of a

·9· ·solution serving a community that

10· ·needs us.

11· · · · · · Often when talking about

12· ·business, only big businesses in

13· ·center city are considered.· But

14· ·Philadelphia's economy also depends

15· ·on small businesses, on those of us

16· ·in forgotten neighborhoods.· But we

17· ·paid for permits, we generate jobs,

18· ·we make the economy run, and we

19· ·contribute to our community.· In

20· ·addition to the party goers, we also

21· ·serve workers getting out of their

22· ·late shifts, students coming back

23· ·from studying, musicians, artists

24· ·and performers after their event.
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·2· · · · · · If the law that impedes us

·3· ·working at night is passed, not only

·4· ·will we lose our income, but also

·5· ·the opportunity to continue

·6· ·contributing to the city's economy.

·7· ·That is why I ask that City Council

·8· ·reconsider proposed Bill 250292.· We

·9· ·cannot build a prosperous city if we

10· ·restrict small businesses that give

11· ·it life in neighborhoods that need

12· ·work and good flavors the most.

13· · · · · · Those of us owning and

14· ·running food trucks are part of

15· ·Philadelphia.· We are not a problem.

16· ·We are part of the solution.· God

17· ·bless America.

18· · · · · · MR. BONIA:· Good morning to

19· ·the city of Philadelphia.· All the

20· ·people that are present here today.

21· ·My name is -- my name is Edward

22· ·Bonia.· And I would like to make

23· ·some comments about food trucks in

24· ·the city of Philadelphia.  I
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·2· ·understand that we want a safe city.

·3· ·I also understand that crimes has

·4· ·come down, and I understand that we

·5· ·also need to support the workers in

·6· ·the city.· I've had to cut down the

·7· ·hours for my workers.· And if they

·8· ·don't work and have less hours, they

·9· ·have less money to support

10· ·themselves.

11· · · · · · I've been working in

12· ·Philadelphia for the past 17 years

13· ·and even before that in my country,

14· ·since I was a child.· I've worked

15· ·hard and I've seen myself being

16· ·forced by what's happening.· And

17· ·while I respect the goal of safety,

18· ·and I understand and accept the

19· ·resolution that will be passed, I

20· ·ask that you take us in

21· ·consideration in terms of the hours,

22· ·the schedule.· So I have to tell you

23· ·that I've been running food trucks.

24· ·In 2021, I was making about $1000.
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·2· ·And with this restriction now I

·3· ·barely make $200.

·4· · · · · · This is all I have to say.

·5· ·And I hope you take us all into

·6· ·consideration.· We all want a safe

·7· ·city.· Thank you.

·8· · · · · · MS. PEREZ:· Kate Perez.

·9· ·Speaking against the approval of

10· ·Philadelphia's five-year plan, that

11· ·increases police spending by

12· ·hundreds of millions of dollars

13· ·following our historic crime rate

14· ·decrease that was made possible with

15· ·an understaffed PPD and by investing

16· ·into social programs. Instead of

17· ·giving 69,000 to a cop to harass and

18· ·sweep homeless people, we could use

19· ·that money to instead house that

20· ·person for three years and provide

21· ·much needed stability in this

22· ·crumbling economy.

23· · · · · · They claim to lack

24· ·resources, but you can go to one of
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·2· ·the weekly Day & Zimmermann protests

·3· ·every Thursday at 4:30 and see four

·4· ·blocks of cops sleeping or smoking

·5· ·cigars in their official vehicles.

·6· ·It is not a lack of resources, it's

·7· ·a lack of prioritization.· The PPD

·8· ·spends hundreds of thousands of our

·9· ·dollars overprotecting the business

10· ·that sells the most bombs to a

11· ·military best known for the

12· ·amputating, orphaning, imprisoning

13· ·and murdering of the most children

14· ·than any other conflict in modern

15· ·history.· Dropping more bombs than

16· ·Hiroshima.

17· · · · · · We're giving the PPD

18· ·millions to buy more drones while

19· ·our teachers are buying their own

20· ·textbooks and students are losing

21· ·bus routes.· Every house in Gaza has

22· ·a martyr and has been displaced

23· ·multiple times.· There's nowhere

24· ·left to go and they're bombing Gaza
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·2· ·City right now.· And we have paid

·3· ·for every single one in our tax

·4· ·dollars.· And as of July 1st, the

·5· ·Pennsylvania Treasury Department

·6· ·will have invested $64.5 million

·7· ·into Israeli bonds.· We watched them

·8· ·force an entire country into states

·9· ·of irreversible famine, by

10· ·maintaining their illegal blockade

11· ·since March, starving more than 400

12· ·adults to death.· And Stacy Garrity

13· ·decided to invest an additional $25

14· ·million to support their

15· ·colonization campaign instead of

16· ·bolstering our struggling school

17· ·systems or collapsing SEPTA.· They

18· ·have drone struck civilian ships

19· ·carrying aid in international waters

20· ·twice now, and even bombed our

21· ·allies in Qatar to prevent mediation

22· ·talks.

23· · · · · · Our city budget should

24· ·support proven methods of crime
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·2· ·reduction.· And our contract should

·3· ·have a clause that the PPD is not

·4· ·allowed to partner with militaries

·5· ·that maintain apartheid occupations.

·6· ·Apartheid has no place in

·7· ·Philadelphia.· We have a

·8· ·responsibility to stop weapons from

·9· ·leaving our ports to end our sister

10· ·city relationship and to ensure that

11· ·the occupation is not welcome to

12· ·play here in the 2025 FIFA Cup.

13· ·Just like Russia was banned from

14· ·playing, and our city pension

15· ·divested from them because of

16· ·violence, we must finally separate

17· ·ourselves from this unthinkable

18· ·cruelty.· There is no world where

19· ·you can say, “Sniping children,

20· ·collecting aid, or bombing thousands

21· ·of residential towers is self-

22· ·defense.” Stop letting arms leave

23· ·this city.· We need an arms embargo

24· ·now.· Free Palestine.
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·2· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· We have Lynn

·3· ·Landes, Jeremy Blatstein.· May

·4· ·Jennifer McDonald, Vincent Nelson,

·5· ·David Alexander Jenkins, and Greg

·6· ·Holston also make their way to the

·7· ·podium.

·8· · · · · · MS. LANDES:· Good morning,

·9· ·I'm Lynn Landes of

10· ·SafeStreetsPhilly.org.· The

11· ·amendments to the Fair Criminal

12· ·Records Screening Standards, if

13· ·passed, will be yet another reason

14· ·why businesses may not want to

15· ·locate in Philadelphia, as they deny

16· ·employers the right to know the

17· ·complete criminal history of job

18· ·applicants.

19· · · · · · It states that, “It shall

20· ·be an unlawful discriminatory

21· ·practice for a city agency or

22· ·private employer to knowingly and

23· ·intentionally make any inquiry or to

24· ·take any adverse action against any
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·2· ·person on the basis of any arrest or

·3· ·criminal accusation made against

·4· ·such person, which is not that

·5· ·pending -- not then pending against

·6· ·that person, and which did not

·7· ·result in a conviction.” And even if

·8· ·pending, the employer can't do

·9· ·anything, “Unless they can prove

10· ·that the employee presents an

11· ·unacceptable risk.” These standards

12· ·are impractical and unfair, and deny

13· ·employers a right to protect

14· ·themselves from someone with a

15· ·problematic relationship with law

16· ·enforcement.· It makes more sense

17· ·for the city to provide or encourage

18· ·other employment opportunities for

19· ·these individuals.

20· · · · · · I would also like to say

21· ·that I value the right to speak at

22· ·City Council meetings as part of our

23· ·free speech rights.· And offer my

24· ·condolences to the friends,
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·2· ·families, and supporters of Charlie

·3· ·Kirk, who was assassinated yesterday

·4· ·for exercising his right to free

·5· ·speech.· Thank you.

·6· · · · · · MR. BLATSTEIN:· How are we

·7· ·doing.· Hello.· Good morning.· My

·8· ·name's Jeremy Blatstein.· Good to

·9· ·see you, Council President.· And I'm

10· ·here to talk about -- no, no.

11· ·Sorry.· Not yet.· I want to talk

12· ·about the Philadelphia Land Bank and

13· ·its essential mission, turning

14· ·vacant properties into vibrant

15· ·community assets.· We know that

16· ·Philadelphia has long grappled with

17· ·unused land and the Land Bank is

18· ·supposed to be the tool to fix that.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Jeremy, tie it to a bill, and go

21· ·ahead.

22· · · · · · MR. BLATSTEIN:· I am, sir.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·Okay.
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·2· · · · · · MR. BLATSTEIN:· Right.

·3· ·What's the --

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·Just making sure you -- what Bill

·6· ·No. is it?

·7· · · · · · MR. BLATSTEIN:· I don't

·8· ·have in front of me.· It is the bill

·9· ·on Quetcy Lozada with the Land Bank,

10· ·sir.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·Okay.

13· · · · · · MR. BLATSTEIN:· So is that

14· ·--

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·Proceed.

17· · · · · · MR. BLATSTEIN:· Can I get

18· ·my time back?

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·You sure can.· Proceed.

21· · · · · · MR. BLATSTEIN:· All right.

22· ·Thank you.· All right.· I'm going to

23· ·start from the top just so we're

24· ·clear that -- what we're talking
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·2· ·about.· We're talking about the Land

·3· ·Bank, right.· And it's supposed to

·4· ·be the tool to fix that problem by

·5· ·putting land into productive use.

·6· ·Now, it's crucial that we see this

·7· ·mission through.· The Land Bank

·8· ·should not just hold onto land.· It

·9· ·should ensure that properties are

10· ·developed for the benefit of our

11· ·communities.· And that brings us to

12· ·a project in the 7th District, and

13· ·the leadership of Councilmember

14· ·Quetcy Lozada.· In the 7th District,

15· ·the Land Bank controls about 1,400

16· ·lots, with around 760 available.

17· · · · · · Recently, Councilmember

18· ·Lozada wrote a letter in opposition

19· ·of a project that would've created

20· ·30 new homes through the Turn The

21· ·Key program.· Turn The key is a

22· ·program that this body passed and

23· ·says they support.· Just look at the

24· ·allocation of dollars in Mayor
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·2· ·Parker's home initiative.· But

·3· ·Councilmember Lozada noted, “There's

·4· ·a concern that some city employees

·5· ·might earn too much to qualify under

·6· ·current rules.” That makes no sense

·7· ·if other concerns in that letter

·8· ·were too high AMI levels.

·9· · · · · · To be clear, the AMI levels

10· ·in the legislation passed by this

11· ·body is up to 100 percent AMI.· But

12· ·on average, the AMI has been 57

13· ·percent.· But while eligibility

14· ·details are important, we must not

15· ·let that stop us from moving

16· ·forward.· The Land Bank's core

17· ·mission is to put these parcels into

18· ·use and serve as many Philadelphians

19· ·as possible.· We need to ensure that

20· ·these projects proceed fulfilling

21· ·both Mayor Parker's vision and

22· ·creating 30 new homes for ownership.

23· ·Let's make sure that we're not

24· ·letting perfection become the enemy
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·2· ·of progress.· Thirty lots, 30 homes,

·3· ·only four percent available lots in

·4· ·the 7th District.· And let's make

·5· ·sure the Land Bank Board is

·6· ·following the disposition policy of

·7· ·qualified applications, and that

·8· ·your appointees are not interfering

·9· ·with that.

10· · · · · · And last but not least,

11· ·let's discuss the hot topic of the

12· ·summer and one that I've been

13· ·talking about since last year,

14· ·SEPTA.· All right.· Let's do it.

15· ·Let's do it.· Raise your hand if you

16· ·rode SEPTA to City Hall today, City

17· ·Council.· Oh, no hands.· All right.

18· ·Let's raise your hand --

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Did you ride SEPTA to see City Hall

21· ·today?

22· · · · · · MR. BLATSTEIN:· No, I

23· ·walked, sir.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·Okay.

·3· · · · · · MR. BLATSTEIN:· Let's raise

·4· ·-- raise your hand if you rode SEPTA

·5· ·in the -- let's raise your hand if

·6· ·you rode SEPTA in last week.  I

·7· ·walked, sir.· Let's raise your hand

·8· ·if you rode SEPTA in the last week.

·9· ·Okay.· No hands.· Let's raise --

10· ·raise your hand if you rode SEPTA.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·Thank you, member Blatstein for your

13· ·testimony today, sir.

14· · · · · · MR. BLATSTEIN:· There are

15· ·issues that -- with SEPTA being

16· ·worked on.· If you're not riding on

17· ·a regular basis, how can you see it?

18· ·The time is now to show everybody

19· ·that you care about SEPTA.· Ride the

20· ·ride at least once a week.· Ride the

21· ·ride.· Grow Philly to 2 Milly.· And

22· ·I don't appreciate you interrupting

23· ·me, sir.· Thank you.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·I'd like to say this for SEPTA, just

·3· ·for the wider public.· You know, all

·4· ·the liberal folks that support

·5· ·SEPTA.· Most of the people inside

·6· ·this room, particularly that

·7· ·represent this body, we grew up in

·8· ·the city of Philadelphia.· We grew

·9· ·up riding SEPTA.· So it's not all of

10· ·a sudden become a thing, right.· We

11· ·didn't grow up with cars and one,

12· ·two, three, four cars in our

13· ·households, right.· We all come from

14· ·impoverished neighborhoods, right.

15· ·So we grew up.· So it's not like a

16· ·thing to us all of a sudden now.

17· ·Just wanted to state that in case

18· ·some folks forgot, all of a sudden.

19· ·It's the progressive thing to do.

20· ·We always rode SEPTA all our lives.

21· ·Didn't have a car as a kid growing

22· ·up in my household.· We rode SEPTA.

23· ·So with that -- with that being said

24· ·-- with that being said, I'm going
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·2· ·to ask for Chief Clerk to call the

·3· ·next person.

·4· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· We have

·5· ·Jennifer McDonald, then Vincent

·6· ·Nelson, David Alexander Jenkins,

·7· ·Greg Holston.· And may Jessica

·8· ·Saxton and Tanawah Downing also make

·9· ·their way to the podium.

10· · · · · · MS. MCDONALD:· Good

11· ·morning.· What an act to follow.· My

12· ·name is Jennifer McDonald, and I

13· ·direct the city's work initiative at

14· ·the non-profit Institute for

15· ·Justice.· We're here in support of

16· ·Resolution 250658, which recognizes

17· ·the cultural and economic importance

18· ·and impact of music on the city of

19· ·Philadelphia.· Unfortunately,

20· ·another piece of legislation, Bill

21· ·No. 250292, will go into effect

22· ·today and will harm that very same

23· ·economic vitality by limiting access

24· ·to food, medication, and other
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·2· ·essentials between the hours of

·3· ·11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.· in the

·4· ·7th, 8th, and parts of the 1st City

·5· ·Council District.

·6· · · · · · We've worked with

·7· ·entrepreneurs for over 30 years, and

·8· ·we partner with cities across the

·9· ·country to increase access to small

10· ·business owners for communities that

11· ·have been disenfranchised in the

12· ·past.· My job is to elevate the

13· ·voices of community members and

14· ·small business owners who feel like

15· ·their opinions may not have been

16· ·heard by their elected

17· ·representatives.

18· · · · · · And over the past few

19· ·weeks, we've made several trips in

20· ·Philadelphia to walk through

21· ·Kensington and Nicetown, Frankford,

22· ·Germantown, and other neighborhoods

23· ·in the northern part of the city, to

24· ·spread awareness of this bill that
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·2· ·will impose a curfew that will have

·3· ·some very real consequences for

·4· ·businesses.· And we've spoken with

·5· ·hundreds of people and dozens of

·6· ·business owners who will be impacted

·7· ·by these curfews, but many of them

·8· ·can't be here today because they are

·9· ·busy running their businesses.· And

10· ·so I would like to read a few quotes

11· ·from those business owners and from

12· ·community organizations that have an

13· ·opinion on this bill.

14· · · · · · Mitesh Patel is the owner

15· ·of The Medicine Shoppe Pharmacy in

16· ·Kensington, who said that, “Some of

17· ·my -- aspects of my business, such

18· ·as providing medicine for area

19· ·hospices after -- operate after

20· ·11:00 p.m.· We serve patients who

21· ·are dying at 5:00, 6:00 in the

22· ·morning.· Would we get fined?” The

23· ·executive director of the Mount Airy

24· ·Business Improvement District said



Page 97
·1

·2· ·that, “While we wholeheartedly

·3· ·support efforts to crack down on

·4· ·nuisance businesses, we cannot

·5· ·support this bill which will have

·6· ·unintended consequences.· This

·7· ·legislation will discourage

·8· ·businesses that add value to our

·9· ·commercial corridor and community

10· ·from locating in Mount Airy and

11· ·beyond.· We do not believe that a

12· ·business curfew is the most

13· ·effective way to crack down on

14· ·nuisance businesses.· We fully

15· ·support that the city allocate

16· ·resources to enforce its existing

17· ·nuisance business laws, which allows

18· ·the city to suspend licenses for

19· ·businesses for non-compliance with

20· ·applicable regulations.”

21· · · · · · The business development

22· ·manager at Germantown United CDC

23· ·walked up and down Chelten Avenue

24· ·with us and had this to say, “The
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·2· ·ordinance will not do anything to

·3· ·stop violators during the day.· This

·4· ·bill will harm more than fix the

·5· ·issue of 24-hour stores.· Let's do

·6· ·what we already have in place before

·7· ·adding more work for L&I.” So I just

·8· ·want to wrap by saying, we

·9· ·understand that nuisance businesses

10· ·are a very serious problem.· And we

11· ·want to help work with the city to

12· ·come up with a policy solution that

13· ·will at attract -- fix those

14· ·nuisance business issues without

15· ·harming the community trust and

16· ·economic vitality of our small

17· ·business owners.· You all have my

18· ·testimony, my contact info.· We'd be

19· ·happy to work with you.· Thanks for

20· ·hearing us this morning.

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·The chair recognizes Councilmember

23· ·Bass.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Thank
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·2· ·you, Mr. President.· I just wanted

·3· ·to ask the speaker if she could

·4· ·articulate as to her location of

·5· ·residence in the city of

·6· ·Philadelphia and how it would

·7· ·directly impact her.

·8· · · · · · MS. MCDONALD:· I'm sorry,

·9· ·could you repeat that?

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Your

11· ·location in the city of

12· ·Philadelphia.

13· · · · · · MS. MCDONALD:· So we are a

14· ·national nonprofit located in

15· ·Virginia.· We partner with cities

16· ·across the country.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Okay.

18· · · · · · MS. MCDONALD:· So we've

19· ·been working with our business --

20· ·Oops, excuse me -- with our business

21· ·owners that are here.· And we've

22· ·heard from lots of them who said,

23· ·“We want to make sure that our

24· ·voices are heard, but we're working,
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·2· ·so we can't come to City Council.”

·3· ·So we wanted to make sure that their

·4· ·voices were represented in the

·5· ·hearing.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·Virginia?

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:

·9· ·Virginia.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·Okay.· Chair recognizes Councilman

12· ·Jones, then Councilmember Quetcy

13· ·Lozada.

14· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER JONES:· You

15· ·say that, but you're not the one who

16· ·had to stand out at 54th and Burke

17· ·Street dealing with nuisance

18· ·businesses that are enablers of some

19· ·of the young thundercats that are

20· ·doing some of the bad deeds.· You

21· ·say that, but you aren't out there

22· ·when Cindy Bass had to deal with

23· ·liquor-by-the-drink.· And some of

24· ·those establishments, not only on
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·2· ·the tail end stay open, but are open

·3· ·at 7 a.m. like 7-Eleven to make sure

·4· ·that they feed into people's

·5· ·addictions.· You say that, but you

·6· ·don't deal with drug -- heroin usage

·7· ·at gas stations.· You say that from

·8· ·Virginia.· I say that from 54th and

·9· ·Burke Street.· And I say that we

10· ·have to regulate and separate the

11· ·wheat from the chaff.· Good

12· ·businesses, we want to stay open.

13· ·Businesses that enable bad actors,

14· ·we close it.· Period.

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·Chair recognizes Councilmember

17· ·Lozada.

18· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:

19· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

20· ·just want to respond to

21· ·Councilmember Bass's question.· They

22· ·are not in Philadelphia.· I want to

23· ·say that first.· They are not in

24· ·Philadelphia.· Nationally, there's a
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·2· ·lot of things happening nationally,

·3· ·right?· But that's -- but the

·4· ·realities of what is happening in

·5· ·our communities, in a district like

·6· ·the 7th Council District, who

·7· ·represents three of the five most

·8· ·violent district -- police districts

·9· ·in the City of Philadelphia.· We

10· ·have to do something.· In order for

11· ·businesses to choose the 7th Council

12· ·District as a place where they want

13· ·to bring their business, we need to

14· ·do something now.· We need to reduce

15· ·violence.· We need to stop trash.

16· ·We need to stop open air narcotics.

17· ·No one -- no one is going to bring

18· ·their business to the 7th Council

19· ·District in the conditions that we

20· ·are in today.· And everybody wants

21· ·Quetcy Lozada to use data.· We have

22· ·data.

23· · · · · · It says that 80 percent of

24· ·violent crime went down in the
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·2· ·target area.· So now you don't want

·3· ·me to use data.· We want to talk

·4· ·about small businesses and

·5· ·commercial corridors being the

·6· ·economic engines of neighborhoods,

·7· ·but you don't want it to be the

·8· ·economic engine of my neighborhood.

·9· ·We want economic opportunities for

10· ·all except in the 7th.· For the love

11· ·of God, when is my community going

12· ·to catch a break?· We have got to do

13· ·these drastic pieces of legislation

14· ·in order to bring structure and

15· ·order and discipline back into my

16· ·community in order for us to be able

17· ·to start again and welcome

18· ·businesses.· In order for us to say,

19· ·we want commercial quarters to be

20· ·mixed use spaces, but the people

21· ·that live above those spaces can

22· ·have quality of life and they can

23· ·raise their families in those

24· ·spaces.· They can't sleep at night
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·2· ·with nuisance businesses at the

·3· ·bottom.

·4· · · · · · These individuals -- this

·5· ·institute said that they surveyed my

·6· ·community.· They didn't survey my

·7· ·community.· They walked around and

·8· ·offered people basic information

·9· ·about the legislation and then said

10· ·they surveyed and told people sign

11· ·on.· And when you call those people

12· ·in that list that they brought to my

13· ·office -- by the way, they never

14· ·reached out to my office.· I found

15· ·out that they were communicating

16· ·with people thanks to Majority

17· ·Leader Richardson, who forwarded me

18· ·an email, and then they touched

19· ·base.· So let us be -- let us be

20· ·transparent.· Let us be honest about

21· ·this process.· We are going to

22· ·continue to put legislation on the

23· ·floor that is going to protect my

24· ·community, that is going to welcome
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·2· ·responsible businesses into the

·3· ·community.· And those that don't

·4· ·want to be responsible, you can

·5· ·leave.· You can leave.· And you can

·6· ·go to other neighborhoods, see how

·7· ·long you're going to last.· That

·8· ·includes food trucks, that includes

·9· ·barbershop, beauty salons,

10· ·restaurants, smoke shops.· I don't

11· ·care who you are.· If you are a

12· ·responsible business, you are

13· ·welcome.· We are open for business

14· ·in the 7th Council District.· If you

15· ·don't want to follow the laws, if

16· ·you don't want to follow permitting

17· ·processes, then please take your

18· ·business elsewhere.· But my

19· ·community, we're going to continue

20· ·to fight for quality of life.  I

21· ·don't care if it's a national group

22· ·or not.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·The next speaker.
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·2· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· We have

·3· ·Vincent Nelson, David Alexander

·4· ·Jenkins, Greg Holston, then Jessica

·5· ·Saxton, Tanawah Downing.· And may

·6· ·Candy Owens and Obonna Hagens also

·7· ·make their way to the podium.

·8· · · · · · MR. NELSON:· Hello and good

·9· ·morning, Council Members.· My name

10· ·is Vincent Nelson and I live in

11· ·Montgomery County.· I'm thankful for

12· ·the opportunity you have given me

13· ·here today to be able to speak.· And

14· ·I stand at the very old age of 18

15· ·years old.· Now, I don't come here

16· ·today as a policy expert or an

17· ·expert in anything to be honest.

18· ·But that doesn't shy me away from

19· ·taking part in civic engagement

20· ·through the legislative process.

21· ·And because of exactly that, I'm

22· ·here to express my concern that

23· ·Philadelphia's five-year financial

24· ·plan shouldn't only balance the
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·2· ·books, but also help protect

·3· ·security for the future of

·4· ·transportation.

·5· · · · · · Now, I know we have all

·6· ·heard almost ubiquitously the issue

·7· ·SEPTA is facing right now, but let

·8· ·it not lose its meaning, because the

·9· ·consequences have been dire.· As the

10· ·Washington Post explains, even after

11· ·SEPTA has reached a budget

12· ·agreement, riders are still facing

13· ·21.5 percent price increases.

14· ·Experts go on to explain that these

15· ·price hikes disproportionately hurt

16· ·low income, elderly, and handicap

17· ·riders.· Meaning that we take the

18· ·most vulnerable among us in this

19· ·community and leave them dead in the

20· ·water.· Not only this, but the

21· ·solution that has been given is

22· ·overtly temporary.· About $400

23· ·million are being taken from capital

24· ·funds.
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·2· · · · · · That is money that is

·3· ·needed for the future of

·4· ·infrastructure and money that is

·5· ·needed for emergency infrastructure.

·6· ·Because of this and all the above,

·7· ·it is evident that urgency is

·8· ·needed.· But what specifically can

·9· ·this resolution do in order to

10· ·prevent further catastrophe in the

11· ·future?

12· · · · · · It can first lock in

13· ·sustainable city contributions for

14· ·SEPTA, effectively eliminating the

15· ·future possibility of price hikes to

16· ·the extent for which we deal with in

17· ·the status quo.

18· · · · · · And next, it can set a

19· ·needed precedence that

20· ·transportation funding is a top

21· ·priority issue by labeling it as

22· ·essential infrastructure inside the

23· ·legislation.· These two small

24· ·revisions will not only help the
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·2· ·security that SEPTA needs in the

·3· ·future, but will finally give

·4· ·security for the millions of riders

·5· ·who, as I speak right now, are in

·6· ·the dark.· Once again, Council

·7· ·Members, thank you for the

·8· ·opportunity you have given me here

·9· ·today.· And I hope you understand

10· ·the angle in which I speak and the

11· ·angle in which we speak.

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·And he's 18 years old.· So can we

14· ·give him a round of applause for

15· ·having knowledge about the issue and

16· ·taking time out of his day to come

17· ·to City Council to speak on the

18· ·SEPTA issue.· Keep up the good work

19· ·young man.· Next speaker, please.

20· · · · · · MR. JENKINS:· Good morning,

21· ·council president, members and

22· ·guests of the chamber.· I am David

23· ·Alexander Jenkins.· And I rise in

24· ·support of Resolution 250656.· As I
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·2· ·adjourn to the chambers this morning

·3· ·in the hustle and bustle of the

·4· ·vibrant metropolis, I'm privileged

·5· ·to call and live in home.· I found

·6· ·myself with every footstep towards

·7· ·the white marble pillar of democracy

·8· ·we are sat in today with a steep,

·9· ·deep set, unwavering grin from ear

10· ·to ear, a grin bathed in the

11· ·sunlight of gratitude for this place

12· ·of brotherly love.· You know it,

13· ·because you live here too.· This is

14· ·also your home.· It's a place where

15· ·cultural institutions say free

16· ·libraries, sports, world renowned

17· ·museums, parks, music, food are each

18· ·enshrined in the fabric of our

19· ·hearts.· It is a city where we

20· ·acknowledge work to have yet to be

21· ·done, to create the more perfect

22· ·union we designed here some 250

23· ·years ago.· Work which includes

24· ·protecting marginalized communities
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·2· ·with budgeting programs focused on

·3· ·pathways to a fair and equitable

·4· ·housing, work focused on health and

·5· ·human services, safety and

·6· ·education.

·7· · · · · · None of this, however,

·8· ·would be possible without the fiscal

·9· ·responsibility required to operate

10· ·this city.· So it is with deep inset

11· ·grins that I stand with you to

12· ·defend the very backbone of our

13· ·city's future.· Senate Bill 527

14· ·would repeal the Sterling Act, a

15· ·nearly century old pillar of

16· ·Philadelphia's fiscal independence.

17· ·And if enacted, it would strip away

18· ·as much as $172 million a year from

19· ·our operating bond budget.· Those

20· ·funds as aforementioned are used for

21· ·institutions to keep us safe, our

22· ·communities thriving.· The Sterling

23· ·Act was designed that residents who

24· ·are not really living here -- who
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·2· ·are coming to earn their living

·3· ·here, would contribute to the

·4· ·services that they use while here.

·5· ·You know them, police, fire

·6· ·protection, transit systems,

·7· ·infrastructure.· And to unravel that

·8· ·balances to ask Philadelphia's

·9· ·residents who do live here to burden

10· ·and shoulder that responsibility on

11· ·their own.

12· · · · · · It is a ripple effect on

13· ·families and neighborhoods who rely

14· ·on those resources every single day

15· ·and it would be unprecedented.· So I

16· ·stand with you to remind the Senate

17· ·that it is our city, ours, which is

18· ·the economic engine of this

19· ·commonwealth.· And that to weaken it

20· ·is to weaken Pennsylvania.· I stand

21· ·here to say that Senate Bill 527

22· ·would not only destabilize our

23· ·finances, it would diminish, if not

24· ·halt the progress we have made so
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·2· ·far as a magnet for jobs, for

·3· ·investments, for innovation.· So

·4· ·protecting Philadelphia dear one is

·5· ·fiscal health for our entire

·6· ·Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.· It's

·7· ·that, that I stand with you in

·8· ·urging the General Assembly to

·9· ·reject this bill and I yield back.

10· · · · · · MR. HOLSTON:· Good morning.

11· ·My name is Reverend Gregory Holston.

12· ·I'm the executive director of

13· ·organization called Just Nation,

14· ·dedicated for racial justice here in

15· ·the City of Philadelphia.· I stand

16· ·here to oppose the bill that creates

17· ·the city's financial five-year plan.

18· ·And why I oppose it is a simple one.

19· ·The City of Philadelphia has a 31

20· ·percent poverty rate for black

21· ·Philadelphians.· Sixty percent of

22· ·all black Philadelphians either live

23· ·in poverty or near poverty or low

24· ·income.· The reality is that this
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·2· ·five-year plan does not address

·3· ·fully that level of poverty, does

·4· ·not address the 64,000 deeply

·5· ·affordable housing units that are in

·6· ·need to meet the crisis that is

·7· ·still -- we're still present with.

·8· ·Does not meet all of the needs of

·9· ·people who are living in poverty

10· ·each and every day, some sections of

11· ·the city of Philadelphia suffering

12· ·50 to 60 percent levels of poverty.

13· · · · · · I know all of you or many

14· ·of you.· I've worked with many of

15· ·you over the years before you were

16· ·in Council, before you were in the

17· ·positions you are in.· I know how

18· ·deeply you care about the issue of

19· ·poverty.· It was striking to me that

20· ·this plan did not have even a goal

21· ·in mind of what we're going to do

22· ·and what is our goal to get there.

23· ·We could have said, 30 percent

24· ·poverty reduction over the next five
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·2· ·years is our goal, and we're going

·3· ·to do everything possible we can to

·4· ·make that happen.· But it does not

·5· ·even say that.· It does not even

·6· ·sketch out a plan.· It does not even

·7· ·begin to put a structure plan

·8· ·together.· There are many ideas out

·9· ·here that can help reduce poverty.

10· ·One is a simple one.· If we paid

11· ·every municipal worker a living, a

12· ·family sustaining wage, it would

13· ·actually reduce black poverty by

14· ·four to six percent.

15· · · · · · Just paying the workers in

16· ·this city to work at the municipal

17· ·level in this city, a wage that is

18· ·fair and judged, even if it's a wage

19· ·on level with police officers in

20· ·this town, it would reduce black

21· ·poverty by four to six percent.· We

22· ·can do stuff.· I don't care what the

23· ·federal government does or doesn't

24· ·do.· I don't care that we have a
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·2· ·state government that sometimes gets

·3· ·tied up in its own racism.

·4· · · · · · This city -- this city of

·5· ·council members, many of you built

·6· ·by the Black Political Power

·7· ·Movement over the last four years --

·8· ·40 years to help put you in the

·9· ·office you have.· You have a

10· ·responsibility and you do have the

11· ·ability to reduce black poverty in

12· ·the city if you make it a priority

13· ·each and every day that you are in

14· ·this office.· I still believe in

15· ·you.· I still believe in your work.

16· ·I still believe the times we marched

17· ·together and stood together and

18· ·fought together.· And I'm not giving

19· ·up on you.· I'm going to stay on you

20· ·as much as I can because I believe

21· ·in our city and I believe we can

22· ·address this poverty together.

23· ·Thank you so much.

24· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· We have
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·2· ·Jessica Saxton, Tawana Downing,

·3· ·Candy Owens, Obonna Hagens.· And may

·4· ·Sharif Hanford and Elaine Petrosian

·5· ·also make their way to the podium.

·6· · · · · · MS. SAXON:· Thank you so

·7· ·much.· My name is Jessica Saxon.

·8· ·I'm a civil rights advocate and

·9· ·litigator from Washington DC.· I am

10· ·here to provide notice.· This is in

11· ·accordance with USCS Rules of Civil

12· ·procedure as well as Rule 17 and

13· ·Rule 20 of the United States Supreme

14· ·Court.· The Constitution for the

15· ·United States is the overarching

16· ·requirement that every state must

17· ·follow.· I don't think anyone here

18· ·will disagree with that.· States are

19· ·not able to enact their own

20· ·alternative legislation and

21· ·substitute that for the guarantees

22· ·of the Constitution.· That would

23· ·mean that your state laws are more

24· ·powerful than the Constitution.
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·2· ·That was simply unlawful.

·3· · · · · · Clause 1 of Amendment V to

·4· ·the United States Constitution says

·5· ·that no person should be held to

·6· ·answer for a capital or otherwise

·7· ·infamous crime unless on presentment

·8· ·or indictment by a grand jury.

·9· ·However, the state of Pennsylvania

10· ·has enacted its own alternative

11· ·legislation that permits its

12· ·prosecuting attorneys, its police

13· ·officers, it's law enforcement to

14· ·charge by way of information as

15· ·opposed to indictment.· And that is

16· ·simply illegal.

17· · · · · · An emolument violation is

18· ·when you pay public officials to

19· ·commit this crime against the

20· ·supreme law of this land.· There are

21· ·two areas of the Constitution that

22· ·reinforce the emolument violation,

23· ·and that is Article 1, Section 10.

24· ·Where it says that no state shall
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·2· ·create any law that shall impair the

·3· ·obligation of a contract.· So your

·4· ·police officers, your prosecutors,

·5· ·your judges, they are all under a

·6· ·contract.· That's a contract to

·7· ·perform based on the oath of

·8· ·affirmation that they took to

·9· ·support and defend the Constitution

10· ·of the United States of America.· So

11· ·when your state enacted a law and

12· ·then directs their agents to disobey

13· ·that supreme law of this land, that

14· ·is an emolument violation and it is

15· ·a violation of Article 1, Section

16· ·10.

17· · · · · · The second area that

18· ·reinforces this is the 14th

19· ·Amendment, and that's where it says,

20· ·that no state shall create or

21· ·enforce any law that shall abridge

22· ·the privileges or immunities of

23· ·United States citizens.· Privileges

24· ·and immunities of United States
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·2· ·citizens are at a minimum those that

·3· ·are enumerated within the Bill of

·4· ·Rights and the first 10 amendments.

·5· · · · · · The state of Pennsylvania

·6· ·has enacted a law in its inferior

·7· ·constitution that is permitting your

·8· ·public officials and law enforcement

·9· ·whom you guys all pay, to violate

10· ·the Constitution of the United

11· ·States.· As a result, we have an

12· ·inordinate amount of people that are

13· ·currently incarcerated here in this

14· ·state illegally, unlawfully and

15· ·unconstitutionally.· Mr. Tanawah

16· ·Downing is preparing to litigate

17· ·this on behalf of 700,000 people

18· ·currently incarcerated across

19· ·America illegally.· I'm here to

20· ·provide notice today to all of you

21· ·that you cannot continue to pay

22· ·public officials to commit crimes

23· ·against the citizens of this city.

24· ·Unfortunately, criminal sanctions
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·2· ·can come from that if you continue

·3· ·to go down this path.· That's not

·4· ·where we want to go, but it can

·5· ·happen.· So I'm asking you, please

·6· ·take a look at Clause 1 of Amendment

·7· ·V, confirm what I'm saying to be

·8· ·true, where it says that no person

·9· ·should be held to answer for a

10· ·capital or otherwise infamous crime

11· ·and then go out and direct your

12· ·public officials --

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Excuse me.

15· · · · · · MS. SAXON:· -- the agents

16· ·that you pay.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·Excuse me, ma'am.

19· · · · · · MS. SAXON:· -- to act in a

20· ·lawful constitutional manner that is

21· ·--

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·Is this related to the five-year

24· ·plan?
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·2· · · · · · MS. SAXON:· The

·3· ·Constitution.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·Just asking.

·6· · · · · · MS. SAXON:· I'm sorry.· Go

·7· ·ahead, sir.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·Is this related to the five-year

10· ·plan that you're speaking on?

11· · · · · · MS SAXON:· Yes it is, sir.

12· ·Because you guys have a budget that

13· ·is paying your police officers to

14· ·commit crimes against the

15· ·constituents of this city.

16· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·Understood.· Proceed.

18· · · · · · MS. SAXON:· I do have a

19· ·notice that I would like to put on

20· ·the record, please.· Thank you so

21· ·much.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·You're welcome.· Sergeant at arms,

24· ·could you take the information for
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·2· ·the record, please.

·3· · · · · · MS. SAXON:· Thank you.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·Next individual, please.

·6· · · · · · MR. DOWNING:· Have I been

·7· ·noticed?· Okay.· Good morning.· My

·8· ·name is Tanawah Downing.· I'm the

·9· ·civil rights litigator that

10· ·Ms. Saxon was just talking about.  I

11· ·need to step up here and provide

12· ·this a little bit of clarification

13· ·so we can understand what was just

14· ·happened, what was said, and what

15· ·we're actually asking from all of

16· ·you.· So I have approximately 46,000

17· ·criminal affidavits on behalf of

18· ·victims that have been charged by

19· ·way of information as opposed to

20· ·indictment from right here within

21· ·the state of Pennsylvania.· Many are

22· ·from within your city.· All right.

23· ·So again, no state can create its

24· ·own alternative legislation,
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·2· ·substituting that for the guarantees

·3· ·of constitution, then go out and

·4· ·enforce that as though that is

·5· ·constitutional.· That is directly

·6· ·unconstitutional.· So if your police

·7· ·are relying upon an inferior state

·8· ·statute that permits them or directs

·9· ·them to charge by way of information

10· ·as opposed to indictment as required

11· ·by Clause 1 of Amendment V, then

12· ·that officer is committing a crime.

13· ·It's called deprivation of rights

14· ·under color of law.

15· · · · · · So these affidavits, they

16· ·identify two different crimes.· The

17· ·first is Title 18 USC, subsection

18· ·242, which is deprivation of rights

19· ·under color of law.· What that

20· ·statute says is that any person who

21· ·under the color of any state

22· ·statute, ordinance, custom or

23· ·regulation deprives any person of

24· ·any rights secured by the
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·2· ·constitution commits that crime.

·3· ·The second crime is Title 18 USC

·4· ·subsection 241, which is conspiracy

·5· ·to deprive of rights.· What that

·6· ·states is that when two or more

·7· ·persons conspire with the purpose of

·8· ·depriving any person of any rights

·9· ·secured by the constitution commits

10· ·that crime.· Now the laws of

11· ·criminal conspiracy with regard to

12· ·public officials.· What it states is

13· ·that any person who, having

14· ·knowledge of any of the wrongs

15· ·conspired to be done, and who have

16· ·the power to prevent or aid in the

17· ·prevention of a commission of the

18· ·same neglects or refuses to do so,

19· ·may be joined to dispense the

20· ·action.· So upon having -- been

21· ·provided with this notice, letting

22· ·you know that you're about to

23· ·provide a budget -- approve a budget

24· ·that's going to be paying people to
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·2· ·break the constitution of United

·3· ·States America.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·Excuse me, sir.

·6· · · · · · MR. DOWNING:· Yes.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·Can you tie this to the five-year

·9· ·plan?

10· · · · · · MR. DAWNING:· Reclaim time?

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·Yes.

13· · · · · · MR. DAWNING:· Yes, I can.

14· ·Because I --

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT:· Yes,

16· ·sir.· Go ahead.

17· · · · · · MR. DAWNING:· So if this

18· ·budget that you're about to approve

19· ·is going to --

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Thank you.

22· · · · · · MR. DAWNING:· -- be paying

23· ·people to abridge their obligations

24· ·coded by the Constitution of United
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·2· ·States of America, then you need to

·3· ·not approve this budget because

·4· ·otherwise you are complicit in that

·5· ·criminal conspiracy.· All right.

·6· ·Now, I know that you're going to go

·7· ·and you're going to ask your

·8· ·attorney as soon as we're done,

·9· ·whether or not what I'm saying is

10· ·true, and that attorney's going to

11· ·point you to a case from 1884 called

12· ·Hurtado v. California.· And before

13· ·you choose to rely upon that as the

14· ·foundation, I must remind every

15· ·single one of you that the

16· ·Constitution of the United States of

17· ·America is the foundation, not a

18· ·judge made ruling.· The Supreme

19· ·Court of the United States has no

20· ·constituted authority to be able to

21· ·alter men or destroy any of the

22· ·provisions or guarantees of

23· ·Constitution because that must be

24· ·done by an authentic act of the
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·2· ·people in accordance with the

·3· ·special amending procedure of

·4· ·Article V.· Furthermore, judges

·5· ·cannot legislate from the bench --

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·Tie it back to the bill.

·8· · · · · · MR. DAWNING:· -- because

·9· ·Clause 1, article 1 says, all

10· ·legislative powers vested in

11· ·Congress in the United States --

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·Five-year plan, sir.

14· · · · · · MR. DOWNING:· So I want to

15· ·finalize by saying that an erroneous

16· ·view of the law would be that in

17· ·your legal contemplation that the

18· ·lowest form of law, being a judge

19· ·made ruling is in -- is in legal

20· ·contemplation superior to the

21· ·Constitution of the United States of

22· ·America, the object which your

23· ·fidelity's bound, that would be an

24· ·erroneous view of the law.· And
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·2· ·therefore, according to the United

·3· ·States Circuit Court, an automatic

·4· ·abuse of discretion will have

·5· ·occurred if you continue to pay

·6· ·these public officials to commit

·7· ·crimes against people of the United

·8· ·States.· Thank you, guys.

·9· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·Before you -- before you go sir, I

11· ·know you're from another town,

12· ·Washington DC.· We have a

13· ·chairperson of Public Safety.  I

14· ·just recommend that you follow up

15· ·with him, so as a -- as a follow up

16· ·to having a platform to talk about

17· ·this issue.· We can talk about

18· ·something substantive with the

19· ·chairperson of Public Safety

20· ·regarding this issue.· His name

21· ·Councilmember Curtis Jones.

22· · · · · · MR. DOWNING:· We would love

23· ·to.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·Okay.

·3· · · · · · MR. DOWNING:· This is --

·4· ·we're not trying to get you guys

·5· ·into trouble.· We want you

·6· ·legislators to understand that I

·7· ·understand that you don't pay -- you

·8· ·don't direct those agents to law

·9· ·enforcement to do their job, but you

10· ·do pay them.· And so we want to work

11· ·together to fix this problem because

12· ·if you continue to pay them, you

13· ·will be complicit within this

14· ·criminal conspiracy.· We're not

15· ·trying to get even your law

16· ·enforcement into trouble, but we --

17· ·but we need to get this addressed.

18· ·If we don't --

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Thank you, sir.

21· · · · · · MR. DOWNING:· -- then we

22· ·are going to have a very messy

23· ·public manner.· Thank you, guys.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·Thank you very much, sir.· Chair,

·3· ·call the next speaker, please.

·4· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· We have Candy

·5· ·Owens, Obonna Hagens, Sharif Hanford

·6· ·and Elaine Petrosian.

·7· · · · · · SERGEANT:· State your name.

·8· · · · · · MS. OWENS:· Good morning.

·9· ·My name is Viola Owens.· Everybody

10· ·know me as Candy.

11· · · · · · MR. HANFORD:· My name is

12· ·Sharif Hanford.

13· · · · · · MS. OWENS:· Hi, I'm from

14· ·the Danny Everett Rumph Foundation.

15· ·And I'm here to thank City Council

16· ·for everything that you-all have

17· ·done for me for the last 20 years.

18· ·I really appreciate you-all being

19· ·there and supporting us the way that

20· ·you have.· Our organization -- we

21· ·have a basketball tournament that we

22· ·started this organization so we can

23· ·put defibrillators in the recreation

24· ·centers.· Thanks to the Philadelphia
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·2· ·Fire Department, we was able to put

·3· ·a defibrillator in every recreation

·4· ·center in Philadelphia.

·5· · · · · · This year, we accomplished

·6· ·putting in every -- we put a

·7· ·defibrillator in every PAL -- no

·8· ·every Boys and Girls Club.· This

·9· ·year we were able to put a

10· ·defibrillator in every Boys and

11· ·Girls Club in Philadelphia.· We also

12· ·do heart screenings.· We partnered

13· ·up with CHOP.· We do heart

14· ·screenings for kids ages 5 to 22.

15· ·This -- our slogan is Save the Next

16· ·Bright Star.

17· · · · · · And this is so important

18· ·now because our children do not get

19· ·EKGs at their doctor's appointments,

20· ·unless you request them.· And I'm

21· ·asking you, please request them

22· ·because every heart screening, we

23· ·found a child with a problem.· And

24· ·we need to start making Philadelphia
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·2· ·heart safe.· That's the next thing

·3· ·that we would love to work on, that

·4· ·everybody has a defibrillator

·5· ·available to them so there won't be

·6· ·no problem, because I have been in

·7· ·nursing homes that don't have them.

·8· ·And that's sad.· So we need to

·9· ·really start working on our slogan,

10· ·Save the Next Bright Star and start

11· ·doing for our kids what needs to be

12· ·done.· Thank you.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Thank you.· Keep up the good work

15· ·too, ma'am.· Chair recognizes

16· ·Councilmember Cindy Bass.· Come on

17· ·back, Ms. Owens.· Come on back to

18· ·the podium.· The sponsor of this

19· ·legislation, Councilmember Cindy

20· ·Bass.

21· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Hey,

22· ·Candy.· You know, I just really

23· ·wanted to make mention because, you

24· ·know, I know it's Candy from the
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·2· ·neighborhood.· But one of the things

·3· ·that was not mentioned is that Candy

·4· ·lost her son with whom Danny Rumph

·5· ·program --

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·Danny Rumph, yes.

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· -- is

·9· ·named after.· Before that we called

10· ·it Mallory, but now it's be

11· ·officially renamed as Danny Rumph.

12· ·And, you know, Candy did not mention

13· ·Danny's story, so I hope it's okay

14· ·if I just say a little bit.

15· · · · · · MS. OWENS:· I know.· It's

16· ·fine.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· That

18· ·we lost him.· He was the bright,

19· ·young, rising star.· You know,

20· ·future NBA player from the

21· ·neighborhood who -- whose heart

22· ·failed while playing basketball at

23· ·the center.· And I believe that they

24· ·had to bring a defibrillator at that
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·2· ·time because there were so few.

·3· ·They had to bring it from like South

·4· ·Philadelphia.

·5· · · · · · MS. OWENS:· They had -- the

·6· ·fire department had to come from

·7· ·South Philadelphia.

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· The

·9· ·fire department came from South

10· ·Philadelphia to Germantown.

11· · · · · · MS. OWENS:· Because our

12· ·Germantown fire department --

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· So he

14· ·didn't have a chance.· But now

15· ·through their efforts, they've made

16· ·sure that there is a defibrillator

17· ·in every single recreation center in

18· ·the City of Philadelphia.· And so,

19· ·you know, we owe you a huge debt of

20· ·gratitude.· Thank you.

21· · · · · · MS. OWENS:· Thank you.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·Thank you.

24· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Obonna
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·2· ·Hagens, then Elaine Petrosian.

·3· · · · · · MS. PETROSIAN:· Hello.

·4· ·Good morning.· My name is Elaine

·5· ·Petrosian, and I speak in my

·6· ·personal capacity today.· So my

·7· ·remarks are my own and not from my

·8· ·ward or my civic association.· I've

·9· ·happily volunteered to help elect

10· ·many of you in this chamber and to

11· ·activate all Philadelphia voters.

12· ·So I'm really happy to be here

13· ·today.· I come today to speak in

14· ·support of all the resolutions and

15· ·bills that have been introduced by

16· ·among others, Majority Leader Kathy

17· ·Gilmore Richardson on the matters

18· ·that we are calling nuisance

19· ·businesses.· I live in the North

20· ·Broad Street corridor.· When we call

21· ·them, “Nuisances” or smoke shops, it

22· ·does not truly capture what we have

23· ·going on here.· What we have is a

24· ·real and growing flood of storefront
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·2· ·drug dealerships whose main mission

·3· ·is to sell unregulated intoxicants

·4· ·and bootlegged weed.· I am a

·5· ·supporter of legal cannabis for

·6· ·adult recreational users.

·7· · · · · · I myself have a medical

·8· ·card.· I have no issue with legal

·9· ·and equitable, and I hope thriving

10· ·cannabis businesses in the future

11· ·for the tax base of this city.

12· ·However, these shops are near

13· ·schools, near youth shelters, near

14· ·churches, next door to homes.· We

15· ·need a new playbook to address this

16· ·new reality.· They are harming

17· ·community, they are harming youth.

18· ·Since the Council's recess in June,

19· ·I've seen at least seven of these

20· ·shops pop up within a walking

21· ·distance to my house.· And I will

22· ·give you a head scratcher.· On the

23· ·1500 block of Fairmount, this city

24· ·contracts with a shelter.· And that
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·2· ·shelter is to provide safe space for

·3· ·young people who need a roof over

·4· ·their head, right.· It's called --

·5· ·used to be called the YES Shelter.

·6· ·On the same block is now a 24-hour

·7· ·smoke shop that's prime business are

·8· ·these unregulated substances, 24

·9· ·hours a day.· Help it make sense.

10· ·Also, across the street on Broad --

11· ·on North Broad, you can find

12· ·multiple instances of these shops

13· ·opening up adjacent to each other or

14· ·across the street from each other

15· ·within just a couple feet outside of

16· ·the 500-foot boundary of several

17· ·schools, daycare centers and pre-Ks.

18· · · · · · So here's what I also want

19· ·to share before I close.· Within 48

20· ·hours of that 24-hour smoke shop

21· ·opening up on the same block of the

22· ·youth shelter, the known drug

23· ·sellers who work outside, a few

24· ·blocks away, had operated -- had set
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·2· ·up satellite operations in front of

·3· ·that store.· So when we sit and

·4· ·think about nuisance businesses, we

·5· ·have to rethink and this is a new

·6· ·breed.· Thank you.

·7· · · · · · MR. HAGINS:· Good morning,

·8· ·everyone.· Ogbonna Paul Hagins,

·9· ·fourth generation chattel slavery

10· ·survivor, and I'm the president of

11· ·the Philadelphia Reparations

12· ·Coalition for American Freedmen.  I

13· ·had the honor of hearing Alfonso

14· ·Deal speak as the keynote at my

15· ·sixth-grade graduation at Elverson

16· ·Elementary School.· Even then, it

17· ·was clear that he was a man whose

18· ·words carried weight and whose life

19· ·carried purpose.

20· · · · · · Today we honor him in a way

21· ·that is permanent and visible.· The

22· ·1500 block of Gerard Avenue will now

23· ·bear the name of Alfonso Deal Way.

24· ·Alfonso Deal was more than just a
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·2· ·public servant; he was a bridge

·3· ·between the community and the

·4· ·institutions meant to serve it.· He

·5· ·founded the Guardian Civic League in

·6· ·1956 and served as a leader in the

·7· ·NAACP, always fighting to ensure

·8· ·that American Freedmen had a voice,

·9· ·representation, and access to

10· ·justice.· His work was about

11· ·creating agency, empowering American

12· ·Freedmen to protect their own

13· ·liberty and rights.

14· · · · · · Today we honor him with the

15· ·street naming, but we can also honor

16· ·him by giving agency to the people

17· ·he fought so hard for:· the American

18· ·Freedmen.· Right now, American

19· ·Freedmen in Philadelphia do not have

20· ·a formal office in this building

21· ·representing their interests.· While

22· ·other groups such as the Office of

23· ·African and Caribbean Affairs and

24· ·the Office of LGBTQ Affairs, the
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·2· ·creation of the Office of Freedmen

·3· ·Affairs is not only long overdue, it

·4· ·is constitutional.

·5· · · · · · It is necessary to uphold

·6· ·the promises of the 13th Amendment,

·7· ·which abolished slavery, and the

·8· ·14th Amendment, which guarantees

·9· ·both equal protection and birthright

10· ·citizenship for the American

11· ·Freedmen only.· An Office of

12· ·Freedmen Affairs would ensure that

13· ·American Freedmen finally have

14· ·recognized agency, the ability to

15· ·protect their rights, opportunities,

16· ·and voices, just as Alfonso Deal

17· ·championed throughout his life,

18· ·naming the street after him is a

19· ·great thing, but it's constitutional

20· ·for the American Freedmen to have an

21· ·Office of Freedmen Affairs just like

22· ·every other group.· Ogbonna Hagins,

23· ·over and out.

24· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Council
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·2· ·President, there are no further

·3· ·public comment.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·We will now consider the bills and

·6· ·resolutions on the second reading

·7· ·and final passage's calendars.· Will

·8· ·Chief Clerk please read the title of

·9· ·Resolution Number 250214?

10· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

11· ·providing for the approval by the

12· ·Council of the City of Philadelphia

13· ·of a revised five-year financial

14· ·plan for the City of Philadelphia

15· ·covering fiscal years 2026 through

16· ·2030 and incorporating revisions

17· ·with respect to Fiscal Year 2025,

18· ·which is to be submitted by the

19· ·Mayor to the Pennsylvania

20· ·Intergovernmental Cooperation

21· ·Authority, pursuant to an

22· ·intergovernmental cooperation

23· ·agreement by and between the City

24· ·and the Authority.
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·2· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·The Chair recognizes Majority Leader

·4· ·Katherine Gilmore Richardson for a

·5· ·motion regarding Resolution Number

·6· ·250214.

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER RICHARDSON:

·8· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· On your

·9· ·behalf, I move that Resolution

10· ·Number 250214 be placed on the

11· ·suspension calendar.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER:· Second.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·It has been moved and properly

15· ·seconded.· The Resolution Number

16· ·250214 be placed on the suspension

17· ·calendar.· All those in favor will

18· ·signify by saying aye.

19· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

22· ·The motion carries.· Would Chief

23· ·Clerk please read the title of

24· ·Resolution Number 250656.
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·2· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

·3· ·urging the Pennsylvania General

·4· ·Assembly to reject Senate Bill 527,

·5· ·which would repeal the Sterling Act

·6· ·and have a devastating impact on the

·7· ·City of Philadelphia's fiscal

·8· ·stability, therefore financially

·9· ·crippling public services and

10· ·regional leadership.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

13· ·Katherine Gilmore Richardson for a

14· ·motion regarding Resolution Number

15· ·250656.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER RICHARDSON:

17· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· On your

18· ·behalf, I move for the adoption of

19· ·the resolution.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER:· Second.

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·It has been moved and properly

23· ·seconded.· The Resolution Number

24· ·250656 be adopted.· All those in
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·2· ·favor of the motion will signify by

·3· ·saying aye.

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

·7· ·The motion carries.· The resolution

·8· ·is adopted.· Will Chief Clerk please

·9· ·read the title of Resolution Number

10· ·250658.

11· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

12· ·authorizing the creation of the

13· ·Philly Is a Music City Task Force by

14· ·the Committee of Legislative

15· ·Oversight to develop and maintain

16· ·the cultural and economic impact of

17· ·music in Philadelphia.

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

20· ·Deputy Whip -- no, Majority Whip,

21· ·Isaiah Thomas, for a motion

22· ·regarding Resolution Number 250658.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER THOMAS:

24· ·Thank you, Council President.
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·2· ·Before I take a motion on that, I

·3· ·would like to be recorded as aye on

·4· ·all bills and resolutions that I

·5· ·might have missed.· And with that

·6· ·being said, Council President, I

·7· ·move for the adoption of the

·8· ·resolution.

·9· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER:· Second.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·It has been moved and properly

12· ·seconded.· The Resolution Number

13· ·250658 be adopted.· All those in

14· ·favor will signify by saying aye.

15· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

16· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

18· ·The motion carries.· The resolution

19· ·is adopted, and you'll be duly

20· ·recorded on voting aye on all bills

21· ·and resolutions.· Will Chief Clerk

22· ·please read the title of Resolution

23· ·Number 250661.

24· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution
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·2· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land

·3· ·Bank to dispose of 2847 Boudinot

·4· ·Street, located in the 7th

·5· ·Councilmanic District, in accordance

·6· ·with the terms of Chapter 16-700 of

·7· ·the Philadelphia Code.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

10· ·Quetcy Lozada for a motion regarding

11· ·Resolution Number 250661.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:

13· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

14· ·move for the adoption of the

15· ·resolution.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER:· Second.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·It has been moved and properly

19· ·seconded.· The Resolution Number

20· ·250661 be adopted.· All those in

21· ·favor of the motion will signify by

22· ·saying aye.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

·3· ·The motion carries.· The resolution

·4· ·is adopted.· Will Chief Clerk please

·5· ·read the title of Resolution Number

·6· ·250663.

·7· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

·8· ·also naming the 1500 block of Gerard

·9· ·Avenue as Alfonso Deal Way.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

12· ·Young for a motion regarding

13· ·Resolution Number 250663.

14· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Thank

15· ·you, Mr. President.· I also want to

16· ·thank Mr. Haggins for that testimony

17· ·on this resolution, but I move for

18· ·the adoption.

19· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER:· Second.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·It has been moved and properly

22· ·seconded.· The Resolution Number

23· ·250663 be adopted.· All those in

24· ·favor of the motion will signify by
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·2· ·saying aye.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

·6· ·The motion carries.· The resolution

·7· ·is adopted.· Will Chief Clerk please

·8· ·read the title of Resolution Number

·9· ·250668.

10· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

11· ·amending and restating Resolution

12· ·120184 to appoint two additional

13· ·business community members to the

14· ·Economic Opportunity Review

15· ·Committee.

16· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

18· ·Dr. Nina Ahmad for a motion

19· ·regarding Resolution Number 250668.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Thank

21· ·you, Council President.· I move for

22· ·the adoption of the resolution.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·It has been moved and properly



Page 150
·1

·2· ·seconded.· The Resolution Number

·3· ·250668 be adopted.· All those in

·4· ·favor of the motion will signify by

·5· ·saying aye.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.

·9· ·The motion carries.· The resolution

10· ·is adopted.· Will Chief Clerk please

11· ·read the title.· The Chair

12· ·recognizes Councilman Jim Harrity.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER HARRITY:· Oh

14· ·--

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·Let me go back.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER HARRITY:· I'm

18· ·sorry.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·On Bill No. 668, for the record --

21· ·Resolution Number 668 -- 250668,

22· ·Councilmember Kendra Brooks is a nay

23· ·for the record.· Will Chief Clerk

24· ·please read the title of Bill No.
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·2· ·2506 -- 250333.

·3· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

·4· ·amending Title 14 Zoning Code of

·5· ·Philadelphia, Section 14-409,

·6· ·entitled SP-CIV, Civic, Educational

·7· ·and Medical Special Purpose

·8· ·District, and amending Title 14-602,

·9· ·entitled Use Tables, by allowing

10· ·Religious Assembly uses in certain

11· ·Special Purpose Districts, all under

12· ·certain terms and conditions.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·This bill had me read on two

15· ·different days.· The question now

16· ·is, should a bill pass finally?

17· ·Will the Chief Clerk please call the

18· ·roll.

19· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

20· ·Phillips?

21· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

22· ·Aye.

23· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

24· ·Gilmore Richardson?
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·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER RICHARDSON:

·3· ·Aye.

·4· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

·5· ·Gauthier?

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

·7· ·Aye.

·8· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

·9· ·Thomas?

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER THOMAS:· Aye.

11· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

12· ·Jones?

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER JONES:· Aye.

14· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

15· ·Landau?

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Aye.

17· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

18· ·Lozada?

19· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· Aye.

20· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

21· ·Young?

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Aye.

23· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

24· ·Brooks?
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·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· Aye.

·3· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

·4· ·Harrity?

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER HARRITY:

·6· ·Aye.

·7· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

·8· ·Driscoll?

·9· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

10· ·Aye.

11· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

12· ·O'Neill?

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

14· ·Aye.

15· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

16· ·Squilla?

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

18· ·Aye.

19· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

20· ·Bass?

21· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Aye.

22· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

23· ·Ahmad?

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Aye.
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·2· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And Council

·3· ·President Johnson?

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·Aye.· The ayes are 16, nays are

·6· ·zero.· Majority of all members

·7· ·having voted in the affirmative, the

·8· ·bill passes.· Would Chief Clerk

·9· ·please read the title of Bill No.

10· ·250530-A?

11· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

12· ·authorizing an increase in the

13· ·non-electoral indebtedness of the

14· ·City within Pennsylvania

15· ·Constitutional limit, authorizing

16· ·the Bond Committee to sell bonds at

17· ·public or private negotiated sale to

18· ·provide funds toward various capital

19· ·municipal purposes, providing for

20· ·appropriations to the Sinking Fund

21· ·Commission for the payment of such

22· ·bonds, and authorizing agreements to

23· ·provide credit or payment or

24· ·liquidity sources for the bonds in
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·2· ·connection with the issuance of the

·3· ·bonds and other actions.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·And this bill had me read on two

·6· ·different days.· The question now

·7· ·is, shall the bill pass finally?

·8· ·Will the Chief Clerk please call the

·9· ·roll?

10· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

11· ·Phillips?

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

13· ·Aye.

14· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

15· ·Gilmore Richardson?

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER RICHARDSON:

17· ·Aye.

18· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

19· ·Gauthier?

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER GAUTHIER:

21· ·Aye.

22· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

23· ·Thomas?

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER THOMAS:· Aye.
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·2· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

·3· ·Jones?

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER JONES:· Aye.

·5· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

·6· ·Landau?

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:· Aye.

·8· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

·9· ·Lozada?

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:· Aye.

11· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

12· ·Young?

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Aye.

14· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

15· ·Brooks?

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· Aye.

17· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

18· ·Harrity?

19· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER HARRITY:

20· ·Aye.

21· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

22· ·Driscoll?

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:

24· ·Aye.
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·2· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

·3· ·O'Neill?

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER O'NEILL:

·5· ·Aye.

·6· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

·7· ·Squilla?

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

·9· ·Aye.

10· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

11· ·Bass?

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Aye.

13· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Councilmember

14· ·Ahmad?

15· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Aye.

16· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· And Council

17· ·President Johnson?

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·Aye.

20· · · · · · The ayes are 16, the nays

21· ·are zero.· A majority of all members

22· ·having voted in the affirmative, the

23· ·bill passes.· Will Chief Clerk

24· ·please read any additional
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·2· ·resolutions on today's calendar?

·3· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

·4· ·resolution honoring and recognizing

·5· ·the work of It Takes Philly,

·6· ·encouraging and empowering our

·7· ·children to aim high for inspiring

·8· ·Philadelphia's youth to pursue their

·9· ·full potential introduced by

10· ·Councilmember Phillips.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

13· ·Dr. Anthony Phillips for a motion on

14· ·a resolution.

15· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

16· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

17· ·move for the adoption of the

18· ·resolution.

19· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER:· Second.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·It has been moved and properly

22· ·seconded that the resolution be

23· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

24· ·signify by saying aye.
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·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it,

·5· ·and the resolution is adopted.· Will

·6· ·Chief Clerk please read the title of

·7· ·the next resolution?

·8· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

·9· ·resolution honoring the life and

10· ·legacy of the Honorable Frederica

11· ·Massiah-Jackson, the first African

12· ·American President Judge in the

13· ·Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the

14· ·first African American woman to

15· ·preside over civil trials in the

16· ·City of Philadelphia.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·I'm going to ask for a silent vote

19· ·on this resolution.· The Chair

20· ·recognizes Majority Leader

21· ·Councilmember Katherine Gilmore

22· ·Richardson.· Can we all stand,

23· ·please?

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER RICHARDSON:
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·2· ·Thank you, Mr. President.· I move

·3· ·for the adoption of the resolution.

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Second.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·Will the Chief Clerk please read the

·7· ·title of the next resolution?

·8· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

·9· ·resolution authorizing the Committee

10· ·on Commerce and Economic Development

11· ·to hold hearings concerning the sale

12· ·of unregulated substances such as

13· ·Delta-8 and Kratom in the City of

14· ·Philadelphia, introduced by

15· ·Councilmember Gilmore Richardson.

16· ·I'm sorry.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·I was ready to say Nina, so you --

19· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Sorry.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·The Chair recognizes Councilman

22· ·Majority Leader Katherine Gilmore

23· ·Richardson.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER RICHARDSON:
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·2· ·Thank you, Council President.· On

·3· ·behalf of all the neighborhoods in

·4· ·the City of Philadelphia, I move for

·5· ·the adoption of the resolution.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER:· Second.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·It has been moved and properly

·9· ·seconded that the resolution be

10· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

11· ·signify by saying aye.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

15· ·the resolution is adopted.· Will

16· ·Chief Clerk please read the title of

17· ·the next resolution?

18· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

19· ·resolution recognizing September

20· ·14th through 19th as National Arts

21· ·Education Week in the City of

22· ·Philadelphia introduced by

23· ·Councilmember Thomas.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·3· ·Isaiah Thomas for motion and a

·4· ·resolution.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER THOMAS:  I

·6· ·move for the adoption.

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER:· Second.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·It has been moved and properly

10· ·seconded that the resolution be

11· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

12· ·signify by saying Aye.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

16· ·the resolution is adopted.· Would

17· ·Chief Clerk please read the title of

18· ·the next resolution?

19· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

20· ·resolution recognizing,

21· ·congratulating, and celebrating the

22· ·10-year anniversary of Pope Francis'

23· ·historic visit to Philadelphia for

24· ·the World Meeting of Families 2015,
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·2· ·honoring the individuals whose

·3· ·exceptional service made it possible

·4· ·and commemorating the lasting legacy

·5· ·of this transformative event

·6· ·introduced by Councilmember Thomas.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·9· ·Isaiah Thomas for motion and

10· ·resolution.

11· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER THOMAS:  I

12· ·move for the adoption.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER:· Second.

14· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

15· ·It has been moved and properly

16· ·seconded that the resolution be

17· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

18· ·signify by saying Aye.

19· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

22· ·the resolution is adopted.· Will the

23· ·Chief Clerk please read the title of

24· ·the next resolution?
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·2· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

·3· ·resolution authorizing the Joint

·4· ·Committees on Public Safety and

·5· ·Public Health and Human Services to

·6· ·examine the causes and impacts of

·7· ·the uptick in pharmacy closures

·8· ·across Philadelphia, introduced by

·9· ·Councilmember Jones.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

12· ·Jones for a motion on the

13· ·resolution.

14· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER JONES:· Thank

15· ·you, Mr. President.· I move for its

16· ·adoption.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER:· Second.

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·It has been moved and properly

20· ·seconded that the resolution be

21· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

22· ·signify by saying aye.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

·3· ·the resolution is adopted.· Will the

·4· ·Chief Clerk please read the title of

·5· ·the next resolution?

·6· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

·7· ·resolution honoring and recognizing

·8· ·Bernie Prazenica on the occasion of

·9· ·his retirement after 17 years of

10· ·distinguished service as President

11· ·and General Manager of WPVI-TV 6ABC,

12· ·introduced by Councilmember Jones.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

15· ·Jones for a motion on the

16· ·resolution.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER JONES:· Thank

18· ·you, Mr. President.· Job well done.

19· ·I move for the adoption of the

20· ·resolution.

21· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER:· Second.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·It has been moved and properly

24· ·seconded that the resolution will be
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·2· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

·3· ·signify by saying Aye.

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

·7· ·the resolution is adopted.· Will

·8· ·Chief Clerk please read the title of

·9· ·the next resolution?

10· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

11· ·resolution recognizing September

12· ·10th, 2025, as Suicide Prevention

13· ·Day in the City of Philadelphia and

14· ·affirming the need for suicide

15· ·prevention awareness and robust

16· ·mental health services, introduced

17· ·by Councilmember Landau.

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·The Chair now recognizes

20· ·Councilmember Landau for a motion on

21· ·the resolution.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:

23· ·Thank you, Councilman President.  I

24· ·move for its adoption.
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·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Second.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·It has been moved and properly

·5· ·seconded that the resolution be

·6· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

·7· ·signify by saying Aye.

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

·9· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

11· ·the resolution is adopted.· Will the

12· ·Chief Clerk please read the title of

13· ·the next resolution?

14· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

15· ·resolution recognizing and honoring

16· ·world master percussionist, Pablo

17· ·Batista, for his distinguished

18· ·contributions to music, culture, and

19· ·education in celebration of Hispanic

20· ·Heritage Month, introduced by

21· ·Councilmember Lozada.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

24· ·Lozada for motion on the resolution.
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·2· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:

·3· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

·4· ·move for the adoption of the

·5· ·resolution.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Second.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·It has been moved and properly

·9· ·seconded that the resolution be

10· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

11· ·signify by saying Aye.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

15· ·the resolution is adopted.· Will the

16· ·Chief Clerk please read the title of

17· ·the next resolution?

18· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

19· ·resolution recognizing September

20· ·15th through October 15th as

21· ·Hispanic Heritage Month in the City

22· ·of Philadelphia and honoring the

23· ·history, culture, and contributions

24· ·of the Hispanic and Latino
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·2· ·communities to our city and nation,

·3· ·introduced by Councilmember Lozada.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·6· ·Lozada for motion on the resolution.

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:

·8· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

·9· ·move for the adoption of the

10· ·resolution.

11· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER:· Second.

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·It has been moved and properly

14· ·seconded that the resolution be

15· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

16· ·signify by saying Aye.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

20· ·the resolution is adopted.· Will the

21· ·Chief Clerk please read the title of

22· ·the next resolution?

23· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

24· ·resolution recognizing the month of
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·2· ·September as a National Literacy

·3· ·Month and strengthening the City of

·4· ·Philadelphia's commitment to

·5· ·promoting literacy and digital

·6· ·literacy for all residents,

·7· ·introduced by Councilmember Lozada.

·8· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·9· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

10· ·Quetcy Lozada for motion on the

11· ·resolution.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:

13· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

14· ·move for the adoption of the

15· ·resolution.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Second.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·It has been moved and properly

19· ·seconded that the resolution be

20· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

21· ·signify by saying Aye.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and
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·2· ·the resolution is adopted.· The

·3· ·Chair recognizes Councilmember

·4· ·Squilla.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER SQUILLA:

·6· ·Thank you -- thank you,

·7· ·Mr. President.· And I would ask to

·8· ·be excused, vote aye on all bills

·9· ·and resolutions moving forward, as I

10· ·need to attend council business.

11· ·Thank you.

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·Leave is granted.· Thank you --

14· ·thank you, Member Squilla.· The

15· ·Chair recognizes Councilmember

16· ·Dr. Anthony Phillips.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

18· ·Oh, Council President, this is for

19· ·the leader.· I'm sorry.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·Okay.· You'll be acknowledged at the

22· ·appropriate time.· The Chair

23· ·recognizes -- the Chief Clerk,

24· ·please proceed with the next
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·2· ·resolution.

·3· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

·4· ·resolution recognizing and honoring

·5· ·distinguished Latino leaders and

·6· ·community advocates in the City of

·7· ·Philadelphia during Hispanic

·8· ·Heritage Month, introduced by

·9· ·Councilmember Lozada.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

12· ·Lozada for a motion.

13· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:  I

14· ·move for the adoption of the

15· ·resolution.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Second.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·It has been moved and properly

19· ·seconded that the resolution be

20· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

21· ·signify by saying Aye.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it.
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·2· ·The resolution is adopted.· The

·3· ·Chair recognizes Councilman Curtis

·4· ·Jones.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER JONES:  I

·6· ·want to go after Phillips.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·Okay.· You-all queuing up early.

·9· ·Understood.· You'll be recognized at

10· ·the appropriate time.· Will the

11· ·Chief Clerk please read the title of

12· ·the next resolution?

13· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

14· ·resolution honoring and

15· ·congratulating the African American

16· ·Chamber of Commerce of Pennsylvania,

17· ·New Jersey, and Delaware for being

18· ·named Chamber of the Year at the

19· ·2025 U.S.· Black Chambers National

20· ·Conference, introduced by

21· ·Councilmember Young.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·As I acknowledge Councilmember

24· ·Young, we do have in the building
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·2· ·the executive director of the

·3· ·African American Chamber of

·4· ·Commerce.· To your left, Ms. Regina

·5· ·Hairston.· Let's give her a round of

·6· ·applause for that acknowledgement.

·7· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

·8· ·Young for motion on the resolution.

·9· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Thank

10· ·you, Mr. President.· I move for the

11· ·adoption of the resolution.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Second.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·It has been moved and properly

15· ·seconded that the resolution be

16· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

17· ·signify by saying Aye.

18· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye:

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

21· ·the resolution is adopted.· Will the

22· ·Chief Clerk please read the title of

23· ·the next resolution?

24· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged
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·2· ·resolution authorizing the Committee

·3· ·on People with Disabilities and

·4· ·Special Needs to hold a hearing on

·5· ·the city's progress preparing to

·6· ·accommodate individuals with

·7· ·disabilities for the historic

·8· ·programming taking place in 2026 in

·9· ·the City of Philadelphia, introduced

10· ·by Councilmember Brooks.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

13· ·Brooks for motion on the resolution.

14· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:

15· ·Thank you.· I move for the adoption

16· ·of the resolution.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER JONES:

18· ·Second.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·It has been moved and properly

21· ·seconded that the resolution be

22· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

23· ·signify by saying Aye.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.
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·2· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

·4· ·the resolution is adopted.· Will the

·5· ·Chief Clerk please read the title of

·6· ·the next resolution?

·7· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

·8· ·resolution recognizing September as

·9· ·National Recovery Month and honoring

10· ·the strength of those impacted by

11· ·addiction, introduced by

12· ·Councilmember Harrity.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

15· ·Jim Harrity for a motion on the

16· ·resolution.

17· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER HARRITY:  I

18· ·move for the adoption of the

19· ·resolution.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Second.

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·It has been moved and properly

23· ·seconded that the resolution be

24· ·adopted.· All those in favor will
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·2· ·signify by saying Aye.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it and

·6· ·the resolution is adopted.· Will the

·7· ·Chief Clerk please read the title of

·8· ·the next resolution?

·9· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

10· ·resolution.· Also naming the 3,300

11· ·block of Tilton Street Czerw Way to

12· ·honor the life and legacy of John

13· ·Czerw, introduced by Councilmember

14· ·Driscoll.

15· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

16· ·The Chair recognizes the

17· ·Councilmember Driscoll for a motion

18· ·and resolution.

19· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Hold on.

20· ·Hold on one second.· I'm sorry.

21· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER DRISCOLL:  I

22· ·move for its adoption.

23· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· No, no.· No,

24· ·I'm sorry.· This is for next week's
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·2· ·calendar.· It was in the wrong line.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·Okay.

·5· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Sorry.

·6· ·That's a privileged for next week.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·The Chair recognizes the Chief Clerk

·9· ·--

10· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Sorry.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·-- to please read the title of the

13· ·next resolution.

14· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

15· ·resolution honoring and celebrating

16· ·the 20th anniversary of the Danny

17· ·Rumph Classic and recognizing its

18· ·ongoing commitment to heart health

19· ·awareness, community empowerment,

20· ·and Philadelphia's rich basketball

21· ·legacy, introduced by Councilmember

22· ·Bass.

23· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

24· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember
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·2· ·Bass for a motion on the resolution.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Thank

·4· ·you, Mr. President.· I make a

·5· ·motion.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER:· Second.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·It has been moved and properly

·9· ·seconded that the resolution be

10· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

11· ·signify by saying Aye.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it,

15· ·and the resolution is adopted.· Will

16· ·the Chief Clerk please read the

17· ·title of the next resolution?

18· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:  A

19· ·non-privileged resolution honoring

20· ·and commending the Philadelphia

21· ·Anti-Drug Anti-Violence Network,

22· ·PAAN for its proactive efforts to

23· ·ensure the safety of youth and

24· ·families in the 8th Councilmanic
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·2· ·District -- District's recreation

·3· ·centers, and celebrating their

·4· ·success in maintaining violence-free

·5· ·zones through the implementation of

·6· ·the Playing It Safe in the 8th

·7· ·initiative, introduced by

·8· ·Councilmember Bass.

·9· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

10· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

11· ·Bass for a motion on the resolution.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Thank

13· ·you, Mr. President.· I also move for

14· ·adoption on the resolution on this

15· ·one as well.

16· · · · · · cm:· Second.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·Could you speak into the mic?  I

19· ·couldn't hear nothing you said.

20· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Oh,

21· ·I'm sorry.· I'm sorry.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·It's okay.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· I move
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·2· ·for the adoption of the resolution.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Second.

·4· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· ·Second.· It has been moved and

·6· ·properly seconded that the

·7· ·resolution be adopted.· All those in

·8· ·favor will signify by saying Aye.

·9· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it,

12· ·and the resolution is adopted.· Will

13· ·the Chief Clerk please read the

14· ·title of the next resolution?

15· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

16· ·resolution honoring We On A Mission

17· ·and the 2025 Philadelphia Midnight

18· ·Run as a reminder that the movement,

19· ·when powered by purpose, can

20· ·transform lives and cities alike,

21· ·introduced by Councilmember Bass.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

24· ·Cindy Bass for a motion on the
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·2· ·resolution.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· I move

·4· ·for the adoption of the resolution.

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Second.

·6· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·7· ·It has been moved and properly

·8· ·seconded that the resolution be

·9· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

10· ·signify by saying Aye.

11· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it,

14· ·and the resolution is adopted.

15· ·Would the Chief Clerk please read

16· ·the title of the next resolution?

17· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· A privileged

18· ·resolution recognizing Tuesday,

19· ·September 16th, 2025, as National

20· ·Voter Registration Day, introduced

21· ·by Council Ahmad.

22· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

23· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

24· ·Dr. Nina Ahmad for motion and
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·2· ·resolution.

·3· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Thank

·4· ·you, Council President.· I move for

·5· ·the adoption of the resolution.

·6· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Second.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·It has been moved and properly

·9· ·seconded that the resolution be

10· ·adopted.· All those in favor will

11· ·signify by saying Aye.

12· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

13· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

14· ·Those opposed?· The ayes have it,

15· ·and the resolution is adopted.· Will

16· ·the Chief Clerk please read the

17· ·title of the next resolution?

18· · · · · · CHIEF CLERK:· Council

19· ·President, there are no further

20· ·resolutions in my possession.

21· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

22· ·That completes our calendar for

23· ·today.· Any speeches on behalf of

24· ·the minority?· Any speeches on
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·2· ·behalf of the majority?· The Chair

·3· ·recognizes Councilmember Dr. Anthony

·4· ·Phillips.· The Chair recognizes --

·5· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER RICHARDSON:

·6· ·Councilmember Brooks.

·7· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·8· ·Councilmember Brooks.· Okay.· That

·9· ·just came on the screen.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· Oh,

11· ·okay.

12· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

13· ·The Chair recognizes Councilmember

14· ·Kendra Brooks on behalf of the

15· ·minority.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:

17· ·Thank you so much, Council

18· ·President, and welcome back to all

19· ·my colleagues.

20· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

21· ·You got to be quick with that

22· ·button, like --

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:  I

24· ·thought I brought -- yeah.
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·2· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·3· ·Go ahead.

·4· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BROOKS:· We

·5· ·know that preparations for 2026 will

·6· ·be top priority for city government

·7· ·this fall.· We are all excited for

·8· ·Philadelphia to be center stage to

·9· ·host FIFA Men's World Cup, the MLB

10· ·All-Star Game, and the 250th

11· ·anniversary of our democracy.

12· · · · · · We'll be investing tens of

13· ·millions of dollars to upgrade

14· ·public spaces and attract tourists

15· ·from around the world.· Among all of

16· ·those tourists and more local

17· ·attendees, we can expect that one in

18· ·four will be someone with a

19· ·disability.

20· · · · · · I spent 17 years working at

21· ·Easterseals where I worked with

22· ·people with disabilities and became

23· ·deeply familiar with the barriers

24· ·that prevent folks from fully
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·2· ·participating in life here in our

·3· ·city.· As members of city

·4· ·government, it is our moral and

·5· ·legal responsibility to minimize

·6· ·those barriers and prevent

·7· ·discrimination.· As we prepare for

·8· ·2026, accessibility should be a

·9· ·primary consideration and not an

10· ·afterthought.

11· · · · · · To that end, I'll be

12· ·holding a hearing of the Committee

13· ·of People with Disabilities later

14· ·this month to gather input and ideas

15· ·for how we can center accessibility

16· ·in our planning and decision making

17· ·for 2026.· Accessible design is not

18· ·just an ADA compliance issue.· When

19· ·we minimize barriers for people with

20· ·disabilities, we make our city more

21· ·accessible for everyone.· Ramps and

22· ·curb cuts improve public spaces not

23· ·just for wheelchair users, but also

24· ·for our elderly visitors and parents
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·2· ·with strollers.

·3· · · · · · For 2026, we need to open

·4· ·our doors wide so that everyone

·5· ·feels welcome and that all new

·6· ·visitors come away with a clear

·7· ·impression that Philadelphia is a

·8· ·great city for every member of a

·9· ·family.· Thank you so much.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·Great job, Member Brooks.· Any

12· ·speech on behalf of the majority?

13· ·Councilmember Dr. Anthony Phillips?

14· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER PHILLIPS:

15· ·Thank you, Council President.· Good

16· ·afternoon, colleagues, and most

17· ·importantly, good afternoon to all

18· ·of our neighbors.· I just also want

19· ·the privilege to say thank you to

20· ·our Majority Leader, Katherine

21· ·Gilmore Richardson, for helping us

22· ·find ways to the book written by

23· ·Councilwoman Blondell Reynolds

24· ·Brown, former Councilwoman Blondell
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·2· ·Reynolds Brown, Walking a Tightrope

·3· ·Backward in High Heels.

·4· · · · · · I can't wait to read it.

·5· ·Hopefully, Philadelphia gets a

·6· ·chance to read it.· It's her memoir

·7· ·is on sale.· But I want to say

·8· ·really quickly, I worked for her.  I

·9· ·was her intern 20 years ago when I

10· ·was 16 years old, and I had no

11· ·intentions of being a member of

12· ·Philadelphia City Council.· And look

13· ·at God, right?· And so here I am

14· ·today.· Yes.

15· · · · · · First, we pause to remember

16· ·the lives lost on September 11th.

17· ·We honor the legacies by, as the

18· ·late John Lewis reminded us, getting

19· ·into good trouble.· This day reminds

20· ·us that this is not just another

21· ·first day of session.· God has

22· ·blessed us with another opportunity

23· ·to serve, to lead, and make our city

24· ·better.· So let's not take that for
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·2· ·granted, but instead commit

·3· ·ourselves to going above and beyond

·4· ·for the people of Philadelphia.

·5· · · · · · I'm excited to return to

·6· ·the work of the people after a busy

·7· ·summer, and I'm thankful to the

·8· ·people who have allowed us to serve

·9· ·all of you.· Our team spent a lot of

10· ·time in our neighborhoods this

11· ·summer, listening to our neighbors.

12· · · · · · We hosted our second annual

13· ·Wadsworth Day, the largest festival

14· ·in uptown in our northwest area in

15· ·our district.· We knocked on doors

16· ·across the district, we opened a new

17· ·office in a long underserved area on

18· ·5th Street, and we proudly released

19· ·the findings of the Parent and

20· ·Guardian Engagement Task Force.

21· · · · · · Last session, we also

22· ·achieved a lot together, securing

23· ·meaningful wins.· As Chair of Parks

24· ·and Recreation, I was proud to work
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·2· ·with the administration and PPR to

·3· ·launch a multimillion-dollar

·4· ·lighting project in recreation

·5· ·centers across the city that we'll

·6· ·-- that we will be rolling out this

·7· ·fall.· Yes, a multimillion-dollar

·8· ·lighting project to make sure that

·9· ·we have lights in and outside of

10· ·recreation centers and parks that

11· ·are bright to keep our children safe

12· ·in and outside of recreation centers

13· ·this fall.

14· · · · · · As a former youth nonprofit

15· ·executive, I know the importance of

16· ·afterschool programs and keeping our

17· ·children safe and engaged.· With the

18· ·support of Council President and our

19· ·colleagues, we created a pilot

20· ·scholarship program to help families

21· ·cover the cost of quality out-of-

22· ·school time programs. This

23· ·initiative, launched in partnership

24· ·with the Children's Scholarship Fund
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·2· ·of Philadelphia will roll out this

·3· ·winter.

·4· · · · · · In the 9th District, our

·5· ·neighbors are tired of smoke shops

·6· ·and nuisance businesses popping up.

·7· ·And that is why I created a zoning

·8· ·overlay, it required these

·9· ·establishments to seek community

10· ·input before opening.· Over the

11· ·summer, I worked closely with L&I to

12· ·shut down problem businesses using

13· ·and expanding nuisance business law.

14· · · · · · And one of my proudest

15· ·moments was standing with students,

16· ·neighbors, and leaders at Olney High

17· ·School to secure $7.5 million in

18· ·renovations for Olney Field's

19· ·complex, an investment in our young

20· ·athletes and our community.

21· · · · · · Today, I also want to

22· ·recognize an organization that

23· ·embodies our values.· An intern in

24· ·our office back in April wanted to
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·2· ·recognize and honor It Takes Philly

·3· ·for their contributions to young

·4· ·people in the city of Philadelphia,

·5· ·and we also want to thank the

·6· ·Stafford family for their work

·7· ·encouraging and empowering our

·8· ·children to aim high.

·9· · · · · · Their commitment is exactly

10· ·why we launched the Parent and

11· ·Guardian Engagement Task Force.· And

12· ·last month, we released a full

13· ·report, which is on each of our City

14· ·Council members' desks.· And if you

15· ·want a full report of the Parent and

16· ·Guardian Task Force, please come to

17· ·Room 594.

18· · · · · · The report highlights key

19· ·-- four key priorities:· greater

20· ·parent and guardian engagement,

21· ·education and youth programming,

22· ·stronger mental health and wellness

23· ·supports in schools and communities,

24· ·expanded career and workforce
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·2· ·pathways for our young people, and

·3· ·increased access to digital literacy

·4· ·resources for both families and

·5· ·students.· Looking ahead this fall,

·6· ·I will convene a public hearing to

·7· ·dive deeper into these findings and

·8· ·identify concrete steps we all can

·9· ·take.

10· · · · · · With Council back in

11· ·session, we have a responsibility to

12· ·pair legislation with community

13· ·partnerships and direct engagement

14· ·so we can continue improving the

15· ·quality of life for families, not

16· ·only for the 9th District, but

17· ·across Philadelphia.

18· · · · · · And so I'll close with the

19· ·words of Frederick Douglas who

20· ·reminded us it is easier to build

21· ·strong children than to repair

22· ·broken men.· That truth is what

23· ·drives this work and why our

24· ·investments in children and families
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·2· ·today will shape the future of our

·3· ·city.

·4· · · · · · So colleagues, neighbors,

·5· ·let's commit ourselves to this work

·6· ·and urgency with purpose.· I'm

·7· ·looking forward to seeing everyone

·8· ·at Philly After School Hype, which

·9· ·is a partnership with myself and

10· ·Councilmember Isaiah Thomas in the

11· ·School District of Philadelphia, to

12· ·dispel the myth that there's not

13· ·enough programs or after-school

14· ·programs for young people.

15· · · · · · So Saturday, September 27th

16· ·from 11:00 to 3:00 p.m. over at the

17· ·PYB, the Sixth Man Center from 11:00

18· ·to 3:00 p.m.· And I also want to

19· ·thank Council President for honoring

20· ·a great friend, a great mentor to

21· ·many, and a great community leader,

22· ·Mr. Anton Moore.· Well deserved, out

23· ·of -- we do a lot of street renaming

24· ·in the city of Philadelphia, but
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·2· ·Anton Moore deserves them all --

·3· ·deserves all that and more.· God

·4· ·bless everybody.· Thank you.

·5· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·6· ·The Chair recognizes Councilman

·7· ·Curtis Jones, Jr.

·8· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER JONES:· Thank

·9· ·you, Mr. President, and thank you

10· ·members for acknowledging the 3000

11· ·souls that lost their life at 9/11.

12· ·Muslims, Christians, Jews under one

13· ·roof lost their lives.

14· · · · · · Two years ago, next month,

15· ·I talked about the Gaza situation,

16· ·the terrorist attack that happened

17· ·there, the condemning of that

18· ·attack.· And today, two years later,

19· ·over 700 days later, I stand here to

20· ·say a couple of things.· One,

21· ·release the hostages, release them

22· ·right away, and then stop the

23· ·killing.

24· · · · · · 64,000 souls have gone on



Page 196
·1

·2· ·based on this ongoing conflict.

·3· ·18,000 of them are children.· The

·4· ·most dangerous place in the world to

·5· ·be a child is in Gaza.· And I

·6· ·understand, I don't -- listen, I

·7· ·said then, and I say now, that if

·8· ·you want to clean up the world,

·9· ·sweep under your feet -- sweep under

10· ·your feet first, but you cannot

11· ·ignore what is going on.

12· · · · · · Since then, we have

13· ·experienced famine, genocide, words

14· ·that we shouldn't be using in modern

15· ·times that are happening.· And I'm

16· ·telling you that Jews, Christians

17· ·and Muslims alike stand committed

18· ·about this atrocity.· And it is now

19· ·an atrocity.· And I -- I gave this

20· ·scenario that all of us have public

21· ·housing in our respective districts.

22· ·And if some band of bad kids came

23· ·out of the projects and committed a

24· ·crime out in the neighborhood, you
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·2· ·don't call them back and burn down

·3· ·the projects, you find the

·4· ·individuals responsible, you hold

·5· ·them accountable, and you create

·6· ·justice that way.

·7· · · · · · You do not bomb reporters;

·8· ·you do not bomb hospitals.· This is

·9· ·above and beyond, and there should

10· ·be some type of, like, humanity.· To

11· ·be able to say, "All right, enough

12· ·is enough.· You made your point --

13· ·you made your point 64,000 times."

14· ·And I think it -- it's time for all

15· ·of us to come together and call it

16· ·what it is.· And it is genocide.

17· ·And we need to call for a halt.· We

18· ·want peace in the Middle East.  I

19· ·will reiterate, we want the hostages

20· ·released.· And I'm going to say

21· ·that, sir, out of respect for this

22· ·body, I'm not going to do this every

23· ·week.· I promise you I'm going to do

24· ·it today.
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·2· · · · · · And I'm going to say that I

·3· ·want to thank my colleagues who are

·4· ·also of that same opinion, and that

·5· ·encourage all of us not to put our

·6· ·heads in the sand and say, "Oh, you

·7· ·know, everything is -- " no it

·8· ·isn't.· And we -- and we need to

·9· ·acknowledge that.· Thank you,

10· ·Mr. President.

11· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· ·And you're welcome, Mr. Jones.· Very

13· ·well said, sir.· The Chair

14· ·recognizes Majority Leader Gilmore

15· ·Richardson.

16· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER RICHARDSON:

17· ·Thank you.· Thank you,

18· ·Mr. President.· And today I rise to

19· ·remember and recognize all the

20· ·victims and co-victims of 9/11.  I

21· ·remember being in college, a

22· ·freshman in college at Westchester

23· ·University on that day.

24· · · · · · But today, Mr. President, I
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·2· ·rise to discuss legislation that I

·3· ·introduced at today's session of

·4· ·Council related to the nuisance

·5· ·businesses plaguing the city of

·6· ·Philadelphia.· These businesses are

·7· ·pervasive, they're popping up all

·8· ·over the city, they attract crime

·9· ·and drug activity, and they sell

10· ·drug paraphernalia and dangerous

11· ·unregulated substances like Kratom.

12· · · · · · I'm proud to have worked

13· ·with many of my colleagues in this

14· ·body who deeply care about this

15· ·issue, like Councilmember Bass, like

16· ·Councilmember Phillips,

17· ·Councilmember O'Neill, and also

18· ·Councilmember Young.· And many of

19· ·you colleagues across our city who

20· ·we worked together to do drug

21· ·paraphernalia tours in your

22· ·district, even back when our

23· ·colleague, Councilmember Driscoll,

24· ·was our then State Rep.



Page 200
·1

·2· · · · · · But we have worked to

·3· ·protect our communities from the

·4· ·harmful effects of these businesses

·5· ·that are finding new ways around the

·6· ·laws we've established every single

·7· ·day, meaning that further action is

·8· ·needed to ensure that these

·9· ·businesses are no longer hurting our

10· ·communities and skirting our laws.

11· · · · · · The legislation I

12· ·introduced today will address

13· ·serious loopholes in our current

14· ·enforcement strategies.· The first

15· ·bill aims to address business owners

16· ·who are changing their LLC names,

17· ·the legal ownership, or making other

18· ·small changes to their operations to

19· ·avoid enforcement by ensuring that

20· ·any business similar in ownership or

21· ·operations would be responsible for

22· ·the nuisance violations incurred by

23· ·a previous business.

24· · · · · · The second bill cleans up
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·2· ·the code to improve the efficiency

·3· ·of our enforcement, and it makes it

·4· ·easier for the Philadelphia Police

·5· ·Department to issue fines and

·6· ·violations for stop work and cease

·7· ·operation orders.· We're finding

·8· ·that many of these businesses, even

·9· ·after they receive a cease or a stop

10· ·order, continue to operate.

11· · · · · · It is my hope that these

12· ·changes would further protect our

13· ·residents and our communities from

14· ·their destructive practices.

15· ·Councilmember Jones know we were on

16· ·North 54th Street this past Saturday

17· ·dealing with this very issue.· We

18· ·must ensure that every possible

19· ·loophole around these drug

20· ·paraphernalia stores, every loophole

21· ·is closed.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER JONES:

23· ·That's right.

24· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER RICHARDSON:
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·2· ·Because if not, we are guaranteeing

·3· ·that they will continue to find them

·4· ·and take advantage even when they

·5· ·receive information to abate any

·6· ·violations, they are skirting the

·7· ·nuisance abatement process.

·8· · · · · · Additionally, in

·9· ·partnership with Councilmember

10· ·O'Neill, today we introduced a

11· ·hearing resolution regarding the

12· ·sale of unregulated substances like

13· ·Kratom and Delta-8 to better

14· ·understand the impacts of these

15· ·dangerous substances.· And I look

16· ·forward to working with my council

17· ·colleagues to continue to make

18· ·further progress in combating these

19· ·businesses and the havoc they are

20· ·causing in our communities.

21· · · · · · And I will tell you this,

22· ·colleagues, New York City had this

23· ·very problem and issue, and they

24· ·clamped down their enforcement.· And
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·2· ·ever since New York City clamped

·3· ·down on enforcement, these

·4· ·businesses are flooding the city of

·5· ·Philadelphia.· This started over the

·6· ·pandemic.· So it was during a time

·7· ·where many of us were sheltering in

·8· ·place, so you didn't notice

·9· ·immediately that they were opening

10· ·up these businesses.

11· · · · · · And I remember the first

12· ·business that opened up on North

13· ·54th Street, and Councilmember Jones

14· ·arranged for the administration to

15· ·walk with us to go to each of these

16· ·businesses to try to get them in

17· ·compliance with our zoning laws and

18· ·with our bills and regulations here

19· ·in the city of Philadelphia.· And

20· ·they continue to pop up all over the

21· ·city.· And like many things, it

22· ·started in our Black and Brown

23· ·neighborhoods, and now they're

24· ·spreading out to other communities.
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·2· ·And we can't stand for this.· New

·3· ·York enforced against this, we have

·4· ·to enforce against this happening in

·5· ·our neighborhoods.

·6· · · · · · They're impacting our

·7· ·children, our young people.· They're

·8· ·setting up near schools in

·9· ·residential areas.· They're causing

10· ·crime in and around these locations,

11· ·shootings, murders, attempted

12· ·murders.· We are inundated in our

13· ·communities as a result of these

14· ·stores, and it's time that we clamp

15· ·down, enforce, and do what we need

16· ·to do to protect the city of

17· ·Philadelphia.

18· · · · · · Additionally, Council

19· ·President, I rise today as a result

20· ·of the resolution I introduced

21· ·honoring the late Judge Frederica

22· ·Massiah-Jackson for her service to

23· ·the city of Philadelphia.· Like me,

24· ·Judge Massiah-Jackson was an alumna
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·2· ·of both Masterman and the

·3· ·Philadelphia High School for Girls.

·4· · · · · · Not only was she the first

·5· ·African American president judge in

·6· ·any county in the Commonwealth of

·7· ·Pennsylvania, and the first African

·8· ·American woman to preside over civil

·9· ·trials in the city of Philadelphia,

10· ·but she was a tireless champion of

11· ·women in leadership, playing a vital

12· ·role in empowering and elevating the

13· ·next generation of women leaders.

14· · · · · · And I'll tell you, Council

15· ·President, when I heard of her

16· ·passing, I had to go back home in my

17· ·archives and find a letter that she

18· ·sent me in June of 2009.· She

19· ·actually addressed the letter to

20· ·former Councilmember Blondell

21· ·Reynolds Brown.· But she talked

22· ·about the work that I did in her

23· ·office and encouraged me with this

24· ·letter.· And I've saved it.· This is
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·2· ·a copy because the original has to

·3· ·stay in place.· But this letter was

·4· ·from June 26th, 2009, an example of

·5· ·her uplifting the next generation of

·6· ·leadership in the city of

·7· ·Philadelphia.

·8· · · · · · While serving as our

·9· ·President Judge of the First

10· ·Judicial District, she spearheaded

11· ·the creation of an information

12· ·center to better inform and engage

13· ·constituents, expanded judicial

14· ·education and employee appreciation

15· ·programs, and designed and

16· ·implemented guidelines to promote

17· ·race and gender impartiality within

18· ·all the district courtrooms.

19· · · · · · She also spent 10 years

20· ·inspiring up-and-coming leaders as a

21· ·lecturer at the Wharton School of

22· ·the University of Pennsylvania.

23· ·Judge Massiah-Jackson received

24· ·countless awards and recognition
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·2· ·across her lifetime.· That is all

·3· ·just a small window into the

·4· ·incredible life and legacy of Judge

·5· ·Massiah-Jackson.

·6· · · · · · She passed away on August

·7· ·27th and is survived by her loving

·8· ·children, her daughter, Dr. Julia

·9· ·Jackson Duffus, and her loving son,

10· ·Tom Jackson, as well as three

11· ·grandchildren, brothers, and

12· ·extensive family and friends.· And

13· ·it was my honor today, along with

14· ·you, Council President, and all of

15· ·our colleagues in this body, and

16· ·including Council Members Landau and

17· ·Young, who were a part of the

18· ·organizations that she served in for

19· ·many years, to honor and recognize

20· ·her service, her contributions to

21· ·our city, to our Commonwealth, and

22· ·beyond.· So thank you, colleagues.

23· · · · · · And finally, Council

24· ·President, I'd like to use the
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·2· ·balance of my time today to talk

·3· ·about something very near and dear

·4· ·to my heart.· It is no secret that

·5· ·my time here as a Councilmember and

·6· ·before that as a staffer was shaped

·7· ·by former Councilmember Blondell

·8· ·Reynolds Brown.· A journey that she

·9· ·officially started on January 3rd,

10· ·2000, 25 years ago this year, when

11· ·she was sworn into office and began

12· ·her first term as the only woman

13· ·serving as an at-large member of

14· ·Philadelphia City Council.

15· · · · · · But my first interaction

16· ·with her came a little before that,

17· ·in 1999, 26 years ago today in the

18· ·auditorium of the Philadelphia High

19· ·School for Girls.· This newly

20· ·elected, not yet sworn-in alumna of

21· ·the Philadelphia High School for

22· ·Girls came back to talk to us about

23· ·her life and about her story and her

24· ·experience, and getting ready to
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·2· ·serve as a member of Philadelphia

·3· ·City Council.· And I thought her

·4· ·story was interesting.· So I went

·5· ·home on my typewriter and I wrote

·6· ·her a letter.· And from that day,

·7· ·she kept up with me.· And I remember

·8· ·when she sent me a card, when I was

·9· ·on my way to college at Westchester

10· ·University that I still have, where

11· ·she encouraged me on my academic

12· ·journey.

13· · · · · · And in 2005, I had the

14· ·great opportunity to return to the

15· ·office as a graduate intern.· And by

16· ·2008, I was working full-time in her

17· ·office.· And for the next 11 years,

18· ·I served in every position you can

19· ·hold as a staffer in Philadelphia

20· ·City Council except communications.

21· · · · · · And during that time, she

22· ·mentored me, she nurtured me, she

23· ·uplifted me.· And I can say

24· ·confidently that all of the success
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·2· ·that I've been fortunate to

·3· ·experience in this august body is a

·4· ·result of Blondell Reynolds Brown.

·5· · · · · · Having a front row seat to

·6· ·her time in Philadelphia City

·7· ·Council, she taught me what it meant

·8· ·to be a leader, a working mom, and

·9· ·most importantly, she taught me how

10· ·to dream big and always strive for

11· ·greatness.· She would always say

12· ·"Dream big, and if that doesn't

13· ·work, dream bigger."

14· · · · · · One of her dreams was to be

15· ·a published author, which is why it

16· ·is my esteemed pleasure to invite

17· ·all of my City Council colleagues

18· ·and all of you listening, as well as

19· ·the members of the public, to the

20· ·official launch of Walking a

21· ·Tightrope Backward in High Heels by

22· ·Councilmember Blondell Reynolds

23· ·Brown.

24· · · · · · We will be together on
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·2· ·September 17th at 7:00 p.m. at the

·3· ·Free Library of Philadelphia Central

·4· ·Branch at 1901 Vine Street.· Her

·5· ·book offers more than an insider's

·6· ·look at City Council and navigating

·7· ·local politics.· It's a candid,

·8· ·thoughtful reflection on the highs

·9· ·and the lows of being an elected

10· ·official, a mother, a mentor, and a

11· ·woman in public service and public

12· ·life.

13· · · · · · Though admittedly, it was

14· ·very emotional for me to relive some

15· ·of the experiences mentioned in her

16· ·book, especially now being an

17· ·elected official myself, but her

18· ·perspective is powerful and it's

19· ·necessary.· She captures the

20· ·complexities and promises of public

21· ·service with grace, with grit, and

22· ·remarkable clarity.· It's a must

23· ·read for anyone working in

24· ·government and anyone that feels you
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·2· ·are constantly walking a tightrope

·3· ·backward in high heels.

·4· · · · · · So today, colleagues, I

·5· ·have gifted a signed copy of her

·6· ·book to each of my council

·7· ·colleagues.· I hope that you all

·8· ·enjoy it as much as I did, and I

·9· ·look forward to seeing each and

10· ·every one of you as we celebrate and

11· ·uplift Councilmember Blondell

12· ·Reynolds Brown on September 17th at

13· ·7:00 p.m.· Please stand,

14· ·Councilwoman.

15· · · · · · Thank you, Council

16· ·President.

17· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

18· ·Thank you very much.· And we

19· ·appreciate Councilmember Blondell

20· ·Reynolds Brown for her leadership

21· ·and how she paved the way and set

22· ·the tone for all the things we are

23· ·doing here in City Council, and

24· ·specifically, when it comes to
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·2· ·women's rights and having a seat at

·3· ·the table.

·4· · · · · · What you said, if you're

·5· ·not -- if you're not at the table,

·6· ·you're on the menu?· Yes,

·7· ·absolutely.· We thank you very much.

·8· ·The Chair recognizes Councilman Rue

·9· ·Landau.

10· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LANDAU:

11· ·Thank you, Council President.· It's

12· ·hard to go after Majority Leader

13· ·Gilmore Richardson, but I'm going to

14· ·try.· I want to just first start by

15· ·recognizing my colleague,

16· ·Councilmember Jones here, for his

17· ·authenticity and his courage of

18· ·speaking out about the crisis in

19· ·Gaza.

20· · · · · · And just want everybody

21· ·here in the public to know that we

22· ·speak often about these issues.· We

23· ·very much see eye-to-eye, and it's

24· ·-- we're doing everything that we
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·2· ·can to start bridging Jewish-Muslim

·3· ·gaps here in Philadelphia.· So thank

·4· ·you.· Thanks for -- I appreciate you

·5· ·and all of your words and everything

·6· ·that you said.

·7· · · · · · I also then want to

·8· ·recognize Majority Leader Gilmore

·9· ·Richardson, both for her recognition

10· ·of Councilmember Blondell Reynolds

11· ·Brown, who we're all so amazingly

12· ·proud of her.· But also, for your

13· ·resolution on the passing of Judge

14· ·Massiah-Jackson.· Judge Massiah-

15· ·Jackson was just a pillar of her

16· ·community, and in life and in

17· ·legacy, a pillar of excellence and a

18· ·pillar of Black excellence that was

19· ·recognized by so many and clearly a

20· ·threat to others.· She was a mentor

21· ·to me and many others throughout the

22· ·legal community, especially the

23· ·Black legal community.· And we've

24· ·lost a light at -- a real shining
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·2· ·light, and she was just wonderful.

·3· · · · · · Today also, I was proud to

·4· ·introduce to Co-introduce -- sorry,

·5· ·an arts and education resolution

·6· ·with Majority Whip Isaiah Thomas.

·7· ·Philly's community is only as good

·8· ·as it is, thanks to the arts

·9· ·education our young people receive

10· ·every day at our schools and

11· ·universities.· Whether you're a

12· ·violinist at Curtis, an instructor

13· ·with Mural Arts, or an elementary

14· ·school teacher encouraging kids to

15· ·explore their imagination, arts

16· ·education is thriving in Philly at

17· ·the educator and student level.

18· · · · · · Today is a good reminder

19· ·that we must fund our public schools

20· ·and extracurriculars to make sure

21· ·aspiring artists and the hardworking

22· ·educators who teach them have the

23· ·resources they need.· I'd also like

24· ·to take this opportunity to condemn
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·2· ·the recent cuts made to the SNAP

·3· ·program by President Donald Trump

·4· ·and his administration.· And I thank

·5· ·my colleagues for signing on to my

·6· ·resolution today.

·7· · · · · · Cutting SNAP is so harmful

·8· ·to the many people who rely on it

·9· ·most:· the single mothers, the young

10· ·kids, the people who are working

11· ·multiple jobs to make ends meet and

12· ·are elderly.· Trump's cuts are a

13· ·reckless attempt to peel back one of

14· ·the key programs historically

15· ·marginalized communities have to

16· ·help protect them from falling

17· ·deeper into poverty and simply

18· ·putting food on the table.· So I

19· ·want to make sure that the public

20· ·knows that there are many ways to be

21· ·exempted from these harmful cuts,

22· ·and they went into effect on

23· ·September 1st, but there is still

24· ·time.· Go to places like Community
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·2· ·Legal Services and other legal

·3· ·nonprofits, get some help.· Come to

·4· ·our offices if you need to, we will

·5· ·help shepherd you through this

·6· ·process to try to see what you can

·7· ·do, to see if you fall into any of

·8· ·these exemptions so you and your

·9· ·family can continue to receive your

10· ·benefits.

11· · · · · · Finally, I introduced a

12· ·resolution recognizing -- excuse me,

13· ·recognizing September 10th as

14· ·Suicide Prevention Day in

15· ·Philadelphia.· According to the

16· ·Philadelphia Suicide Prevention Task

17· ·Force, there are an average of --

18· ·there an average of three deaths by

19· ·suicide each week in Philadelphia.

20· ·In America, there's been a 30

21· ·percent rise in suicides over the

22· ·past 20 years.· The LGBTQ+ community

23· ·is uniquely susceptible to suicide.

24· ·Youth who identify as LGBTQ+ are
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·2· ·almost five times as likely to have

·3· ·attempted suicide than their

·4· ·straight and cis counterparts.

·5· · · · · · Earlier this year, when the

·6· ·president cut funding for the

·7· ·National Youth LGBTQ+ suicide

·8· ·hotline, I was incredibly pained and

·9· ·disappointed.· But it's a reminder

10· ·that we need to do everything we can

11· ·here in Philly to raise awareness of

12· ·existing programs like the 988

13· ·hotline and other resources that are

14· ·still available and can be found at

15· ·988lifeline.org.

16· · · · · · LGBTQ+ folks can reach out

17· ·to the Trevor Project also at

18· ·thetrevorproject.org.· To all of the

19· ·youth who are out here in

20· ·Philadelphia:· we see you, you are

21· ·not alone, we are here for you for

22· ·help.· Come to us, come to any of

23· ·the leaders in the community, you

24· ·will get through this.· There will



Page 219
·1

·2· ·be another day.· Thank you.

·3· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·4· ·Thank you, Member Rue Landau.· The

·5· ·Chair recognizes, Councilman Jeffrey

·6· ·J.· Young.

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER YOUNG:· Thank

·8· ·you, Mr. President.· You know, I

·9· ·also want to mention that when I was

10· ·a high school senior, I had a unique

11· ·opportunity to intern in this

12· ·building for a district

13· ·Councilmember, also in the managing

14· ·director's office, but also for an

15· ·at-large Councilmember.· And that

16· ·Councilmember was Councilmember

17· ·Blondell Reynolds Brown.

18· · · · · · And so, you know, her life

19· ·-- you know, her work has affected

20· ·many of us in these chambers and

21· ·will continue to do so.· So I want

22· ·to congratulate her on this book,

23· ·and I look forward to reading it and

24· ·gaining some insight on how I can be
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·2· ·a better Councilmember.

·3· · · · · · Last night I had the

·4· ·opportunity, or yesterday rather, to

·5· ·attend the swearing-in ceremony for

·6· ·Samantha Fitzpatrick as a new

·7· ·president of the Philadelphia

·8· ·Barristers Association.· Yesterday

·9· ·also marked the end of my tenure on

10· ·the board of the Barristers

11· ·Association, where I had the

12· ·opportunity to serve, you know,

13· ·under the leadership of three

14· ·different presidents:· Kevin Hart,

15· ·Kristin Johnson, and now Courtney

16· ·Richardson.

17· · · · · · But I just want to mention

18· ·some things we did with the

19· ·Barristers last year.· We held a

20· ·get-out-the-vote rally with the

21· ·Barristers and we also supported the

22· ·Barristers and their turkey drive,

23· ·and we've also, with the help of

24· ·Councilmember Jones, renamed the
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·2· ·street where the Barristers was

·3· ·founded as Barristers Way.· So

·4· ·again, thank you so much

·5· ·Councilmember Jones for that.

·6· · · · · · But Mr. President and

·7· ·colleagues and members of the

·8· ·public, I just want to thank you for

·9· ·the opportunity again to share a few

10· ·reflections as we've returned from

11· ·the summer recess.· This summer was

12· ·not a break, it was a season of

13· ·building, listening, and delivering

14· ·for the people of the 5th Council

15· ·District.

16· · · · · · When we surveyed our

17· ·neighborhoods earlier this year, we

18· ·made a promise to bring resources

19· ·directly to residents block-by-

20· ·block, ward-by-ward.· And we kept

21· ·that promise, whether it was

22· ·connecting families to CLIP and L&I

23· ·to tackle quality of life issues,

24· ·holding accountability town halls,
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·2· ·or meeting neighbors where they are,

·3· ·sometimes at their corner store, at

·4· ·their local pub.· We stayed present,

·5· ·we stayed committed.

·6· · · · · · We also carved out moments

·7· ·of joy partnering with organizations

·8· ·like SELF Inc., the largest provider

·9· ·of homeless services in our city.

10· ·We gave families a chance to spend

11· ·the day at the Philadelphia Zoo,

12· ·kids running freely, exploring,

13· ·laughing.· That day reminded me of

14· ·why we do this work:· so our

15· ·children can simply be children and

16· ·let kids be kids.

17· · · · · · We also supported

18· ·organizations like the National

19· ·Association of Each One Teach One,

20· ·who sent Philadelphia youth up to

21· ·New York, to Harlem, to play at

22· ·Rucker Park, and witnessed the

23· ·historic moment where Rucker Park

24· ·was given its national historic
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·2· ·designation.

·3· · · · · · We honored giants in our

·4· ·city, renaming streets for legends

·5· ·like Earl Young, the creator of

·6· ·disco, and Sister Mary Scullion,

·7· ·whose work through Project H.O.M.E.

·8· ·continues to inspire to this day.

·9· ·These moments rooted us in the truth

10· ·that good things come from North

11· ·Philly and from the 5th Council

12· ·District.

13· · · · · · We marched in solidarity

14· ·with families and workers alongside

15· ·the Philadelphia Federation of

16· ·Teachers, Unite Here, and the TUNA

17· ·and TAP workers at Temple

18· ·University, standing shoulder-to-

19· ·shoulder with those who dedicate

20· ·their lives to educating our kids,

21· ·feeding our families, and keeping

22· ·our loved ones safe.

23· · · · · · We broke ground on our

24· ·multimillion-dollar investments, the
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·2· ·North Central Public Safety

·3· ·Building, the Cecil B.· Moore Rec

·4· ·Center, the West Popular Turn The

·5· ·Key Housing Development, and we cut

·6· ·the ribbon on the new Napa Street

·7· ·playground, a place where children's

·8· ·laughter will echo each day.· It'll

·9· ·be close to Summer Strong.· We

10· ·partnered with Shadow Trax Media

11· ·Arts, 3711 Community Transformation,

12· ·and the 37th Ward, raising up North

13· ·Central CDC, Councilman Harrity,

14· ·State Center Street, and State Rep,

15· ·Malcom Kenyatta, and we hosted North

16· ·Philly Day.· And we partnered with

17· ·Shadow Trax who've -- excuse me,

18· ·we've partnered with Shadow Trax in

19· ·their Carnival in the H.O.O.D.,

20· ·which was their 7th annual carnival,

21· ·right.· And the H.O.O.D.· stands for

22· ·Helping Others Overcome

23· ·Difficulties.

24· · · · · · We had 500 neighbors attend
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·2· ·with free food, music, haircuts,

·3· ·backpacks, every ride you can

·4· ·imagine and that can be in the park,

·5· ·and resources.· We had performances

·6· ·by Zay Money, we saw the return of

·7· ·Philly group No Question, we had

·8· ·Titan Wrestling in North

·9· ·Philadelphia.

10· · · · · · So for those who don't

11· ·know, we put on a showcase like, it

12· ·brought me back to my childhood.

13· ·You would think that it was John

14· ·Cena and The Rock out there

15· ·wrestling, but the children of the

16· ·community, the entire community,

17· ·just watching their faces to see a

18· ·live championship wrestling match in

19· ·the middle of North Philly, right?

20· ·It was just amazing.

21· · · · · · And Shadow Trax has been

22· ·doing that for years.· And so we

23· ·have to continue to uplift our

24· ·organizations that are doing the
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·2· ·work on the ground to make our

·3· ·community what it is.· You know, it

·4· ·wasn't just a celebration, it was

·5· ·proof that when we invest in our

·6· ·people, joy follows.

·7· · · · · · We hosted a second annual

·8· ·Spring Garden Sunflower Fest with

·9· ·the Spring Garden Civic Association,

10· ·the Spring Garden CDC, WXPN, IBEW

11· ·Local 98, and the Philadelphia

12· ·Police Department.· The neighbors

13· ·came together to celebrate the

14· ·beauty of Spring Garden,

15· ·Francisville, and Fairmount

16· ·communities, enjoying food, art,

17· ·music, and culture.

18· · · · · · But joy doesn't erase

19· ·struggle, right?· Our work wasn't

20· ·just celebration; it was also about

21· ·care in a time of pain.· After

22· ·tragic incidents in North

23· ·Philadelphia, of after a tragic fire

24· ·on North Corlies Street, or a
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·2· ·shooting on Lambert Street, we

·3· ·hosted our community care events to

·4· ·make sure neighbors had access to

·5· ·resources, counseling, and direct

·6· ·support.

·7· · · · · · These moments remind us

·8· ·that government's role is not to

·9· ·just govern from afar, but to show

10· ·up, and to stand with people, and

11· ·help them heal.· We've also had to

12· ·push back against federal policies

13· ·that threaten our most vulnerable --

14· ·immigrants, seniors, children.

15· ·We've worked to keep our residents

16· ·informed about essential programs

17· ·like Medicare, SNAP, and other

18· ·benefits, making sure people know

19· ·what they qualify for and how to

20· ·access the help they need.

21· · · · · · And just this week, Visit

22· ·Philadelphia reminded us of our

23· ·responsibility to history that

24· ·offered a home to the slavery
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·2· ·exhibits currently threatened with

·3· ·removal from the President's House.

·4· ·I want to make it clear that if the

·5· ·federal government turns its back on

·6· ·truth, Philadelphia and the 5th

·7· ·Council District will not.· We will

·8· ·always hold a space for our full

·9· ·history because that too is what

10· ·makes our city strong.

11· · · · · · Colleagues, all of this

12· ·fuels my energy for this session

13· ·ahead.· This fall, we'll continue to

14· ·fight for a fair, equitable

15· ·development and funding that lifts

16· ·up, not displaces.· We will plan for

17· ·the next generation, and we'll not

18· ·turn our back on DEI, because DEI

19· ·did not DIE in the City of

20· ·Philadelphia.· We'll push on the

21· ·issues that weigh on us all:· the

22· ·responsibility to care for our youth

23· ·and ensuring that parents have the

24· ·necessary resources to be
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·2· ·responsible parents.

·3· · · · · · We will fight to curb gun

·4· ·violence, and we will ensure that

·5· ·our children inherit a city that

·6· ·values their future.· My mission is

·7· ·simple:· I want every young person

·8· ·in the 5th District to have a chance

·9· ·to dream, to play, to grow, and to

10· ·just be kids.· And I want the rest

11· ·of Philadelphia to know that things

12· ·don't -- that good things just don't

13· ·come from North Philly, they begin

14· ·here, right?

15· · · · · · Like the life of the

16· ·Honorable Judge Frederica Massiah-

17· ·Jackson, who's from 16th in

18· ·Jefferson, who was in law school to

19· ·make -- to make money.· She wrote

20· ·briefs for the legendary Cecil B.

21· ·Moore.· She was a clerk for the

22· ·Pennsylvania Supreme Court at the

23· ·age of 23 years old.· And for those

24· ·in the legal profession, to be a
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·2· ·clerk at the Supreme Court level at

·3· ·such a young age is an honor, right?

·4· ·It doesn't happen.

·5· · · · · · So being the first Black

·6· ·president judge for the entire

·7· ·Commonwealth, you know, I just want

·8· ·to name a few of her accomplishments

·9· ·to show that great things come from

10· ·North Philadelphia.· So I want to

11· ·thank you for the privilege to

12· ·serve, and I look forward to rolling

13· ·my sleeves up with each and every

14· ·one of you in the coming months

15· ·ahead to make sure we improve the

16· ·lives of the residents of the City

17· ·of Philadelphia.· Thank you,

18· ·Mr. President.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Thank you.· Good job, Member Young.

21· ·The Chair recognizes Councilman Jim

22· ·Harrity.

23· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER HARRITY:

24· ·Thank you, Council President.· Today
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·2· ·I introduced a resolution

·3· ·acknowledging Recovery Awareness

·4· ·Month.· It's no secret here that I

·5· ·am in recovery, and I'm glad to see

·6· ·today this resolution was sent to

·7· ·you unanimous.· Every single member

·8· ·signed this resolution.

·9· · · · · · You know, for me, somebody

10· ·that's been around a little bit in

11· ·the program, that's amazing, because

12· ·it wasn't too long ago that there

13· ·was such a stigma to the recovery

14· ·that people mentioned it in a

15· ·whisper.· But the fact of the matter

16· ·is that for so long, us in recovery,

17· ·I believe, have been hiding behind

18· ·the anonymous, our anonymity:

19· ·Alcoholics Anonymous, Narcotics

20· ·Anonymous, and there was a reason

21· ·for that, because when it was first

22· ·being developed, there was quite a

23· ·stigma.

24· · · · · · We didn't know, and we
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·2· ·didn't realize that it was just

·3· ·another form of mental illness like

·4· ·bipolar, schizophrenia, and others.

·5· ·So for me, I would like to take this

·6· ·time to call on all my brothers and

·7· ·sisters in recovery, and to remind

·8· ·them that the 12th step is to be of

·9· ·service.· And for us, the easiest

10· ·way for us to be of service is to

11· ·tell our story.

12· · · · · · And that was to be told to

13· ·another addict, because it was

14· ·anonymous.· But the fact of the

15· ·matter is:· we need to come out of

16· ·the shadows to tell people that you

17· ·may have been an addict, you may be

18· ·recovering, and you will be

19· ·recovering for the rest of your

20· ·life.· We never say we are

21· ·recovered.· That is a big no-no.

22· · · · · · ·But the fact of the matter

23· ·is:· this is an epidemic, and we

24· ·need to lend our voices so that
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·2· ·people know.· You know, I can't tell

·3· ·you how many times when I'm out and

·4· ·I'm talking, and I've told my story,

·5· ·where people come up to me and tell

·6· ·me, you know, "Councilman, we like

·7· ·your story, and, you know, but you

·8· ·do know that, you know, that's not

·9· ·you.· We know this is how you are,

10· ·and this is what you're about."

11· · · · · · And I appreciate them

12· ·giving me that acknowledgement that

13· ·that's not me anymore.· And that,

14· ·you know, I'm more than that.· And I

15· ·agree with that.· But the reason I

16· ·tell my story isn't for me -- it

17· ·isn't for big.· It's for the fact

18· ·that maybe somebody who's struggling

19· ·will hear it and say, "Wow, if that

20· ·guy did it, then I can definitely do

21· ·it."

22· · · · · · So I'm so happy that my

23· ·colleagues understand that we should

24· ·be breaking down the stigma.· And I
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·2· ·ask my brothers and sisters in

·3· ·recovery to come out of the shadows

·4· ·and tell their experiences, show

·5· ·what they have become, because there

·6· ·is life after addiction.· I am right

·7· ·here.

·8· · · · · · This here is beyond my

·9· ·wildest imaginations.· And that's

10· ·what we tell the newcomer:· "If you

11· ·stick around long enough, God will

12· ·show you things that you never, ever

13· ·thought were possible." So for me,

14· ·telling my story, it's compulsory.

15· ·I have to, I have to give it back in

16· ·order to keep what I have, and I'm

17· ·not giving up what I have for

18· ·anything.

19· · · · · · So with that, I thank you

20· ·all for just realizing that there is

21· ·no shame in addiction as long as

22· ·you're willing to take the steps to

23· ·get better.· Thank you all.

24· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:
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·2· ·Very well said, Member Harrity.· The

·3· ·Char recognizes Dr. Nina -- he's

·4· ·still a Chiefs fan though.· So all

·5· ·that, like Thursday, like, listen.

·6· ·And we love him too, but, you know.

·7· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER HARRITY:  I

·8· ·got the flag from me.· I mean, you

·9· ·guys are killing me here, you know.

10· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

11· ·I love you, bro.· The Chair

12· ·recognizes the Councilman, Dr. Nina

13· ·Ahmad.

14· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER AHMAD:· Thank

15· ·you, Council President.· And I want

16· ·to thank my fellow Councilmember for

17· ·sharing such -- his deep and inner

18· ·thoughts about his own journey and

19· ·how we can participate in it.· So

20· ·thank you for giving us an

21· ·opportunity to participate by

22· ·supporting your resolution.

23· · · · · · With the enactment of the

24· ·Vape Free Futures Act today, we've
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·2· ·taken real action to protect our

·3· ·youth from predatory marketing and

·4· ·harmful addiction.· This victory

·5· ·belongs to our youth, who are the

·6· ·reason why we actually did this

·7· ·bill, and the parents, educators,

·8· ·and health advocates.· And it

·9· ·affirms that Philadelphia puts our

10· ·children's well-being first.

11· · · · · · And as we mark the 24th

12· ·anniversary of the September 11th

13· ·tragedy, we pause to remember the

14· ·nearly 3,000 lives lost, the bravery

15· ·of the first responders, and the

16· ·resilience of our communities.  I

17· ·also want to honor the Philadelphia

18· ·police officers who traveled to

19· ·Ground Zero and answered the call

20· ·that day.· Many of them now are

21· ·fighting cancers and lung diseases

22· ·linked to their service at Ground

23· ·Zero.· I urge the administration to

24· ·expedite their investigation so
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·2· ·these first responders can get their

·3· ·health care coverage they so

·4· ·desperately need.

·5· · · · · · I'm also proud to have

·6· ·presented a resolution recognizing

·7· ·September 16th as National Voter

·8· ·Registration Day in Philadelphia.

·9· ·Our city, the birthplace of American

10· ·democracy, must do more.· Voter

11· ·turnout has been too low, and across

12· ·the nation, voting rights are under

13· ·attack.· This resolution is our

14· ·commitment to make voter

15· ·registration accessible, visible,

16· ·and celebrated.· Each voice -- every

17· ·voice, every vote matters.

18· · · · · · I also salute the

19· ·resolution expanding the Economic

20· ·Opportunity Review Committee to

21· ·include the Asian American Chamber

22· ·of Commerce and Greater Philadelphia

23· ·and the Independence Business

24· ·Alliance, our LGBTQ Chamber of
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·2· ·Commerce.· I thank those colleagues

·3· ·who did vote for this, because that

·4· ·vote is for inclusion and diversity.

·5· ·By including these groups, we lift

·6· ·up these diverse business voices and

·7· ·strengthen equity in our economic

·8· ·decision-making.

·9· · · · · · I want to sincerely thank

10· ·my colleagues for passing both vital

11· ·resolutions today.· Together, we are

12· ·protecting public health, defending

13· ·our democracy, expanding

14· ·opportunity, and remembering those

15· ·who serve Philadelphia and who

16· ·continue to lead with equity and

17· ·purpose.· Thank you.

18· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

19· ·Thank you, Dr. Ahmad.· The Chair

20· ·recognizes Councilmember Quetcy

21· ·Lozada.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER LOZADA:

23· ·Thank you, Council President.  I

24· ·want to -- I want to mention a few
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·2· ·things.· First, I want to invite

·3· ·everyone to an opening reception

·4· ·that Council President and myself

·5· ·are hosting on September 15th at

·6· ·4:30 in the caucus room, where we

·7· ·are going to put on display what

·8· ·we're calling From the 215 With Lots

·9· ·of Lots of Love, where we're

10· ·celebrating Hispanic -- Hispanic

11· ·Heritage Month in an evening of art,

12· ·culture, and community.· Everyone is

13· ·welcome, and everyone should have

14· ·received the flyer on your desk.

15· · · · · · And then I also want to

16· ·follow up on what I mentioned

17· ·earlier during public comment.  I

18· ·want to make sure and reiterate to

19· ·everyone that by no means do I want

20· ·to prevent small businesses from

21· ·coming into the 7th Council

22· ·District.· I encourage -- I welcome

23· ·businesses to come into the

24· ·district, but unfortunately, for a
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·2· ·district like mine, we have to go

·3· ·back to basics.· We have to hold

·4· ·people accountable.· The Mayor's

·5· ·office at some time at the end of

·6· ·last session put out a report that

·7· ·showed that some of these

·8· ·convenience stores, or the highest

·9· ·number of convenience stores were

10· ·found in the 7th Council District,

11· ·and they're very problematic, right?

12· ·I have experienced convenience

13· ·stores opening up within a two-week

14· ·period, bypassing zoning, bypassing

15· ·having to go into the community.

16· · · · · · These convenience stores

17· ·are part of the problem as it

18· ·relates to people's packages being

19· ·stolen from their doorsteps and the

20· ·convenience stores buying them and

21· ·reselling them in their businesses.

22· ·They are a part of the open-air

23· ·narcotics trade in the 7th Council

24· ·District, right?· And so there's a



Page 241
·1

·2· ·lot that goes into us wanting to

·3· ·create a tool like the 24-hour

·4· ·curfew bill to be able to help curb

·5· ·some of this activity in the 7th.

·6· · · · · · And so I want folks to

·7· ·understand that we are open for

·8· ·business, you know, but we have to

·9· ·do what we can so that we can

10· ·respond to a commercial corridor

11· ·like one of the ones that I have

12· ·where there's a 48 percent vacancy,

13· ·right?· We're not going to be able

14· ·to respond to that vacancy unless

15· ·we're able to improve public safety,

16· ·right?

17· · · · · · And some of these food

18· ·trucks have become a part of this

19· ·process, right?· But what we've also

20· ·found is that they also need to come

21· ·into compliance.· Some of these food

22· ·trucks are connected to illegal

23· ·electrical drops that are

24· ·encroaching on people's properties.
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·2· ·They're not -- they're not going to

·3· ·commissary every day, and so it

·4· ·creates another load of issues.

·5· · · · · · And so, again, I want to

·6· ·make sure that folks understand that

·7· ·we are not trying to prevent small

·8· ·businesses from coming into the 7th.

·9· ·We want our businesses to grow, but

10· ·we have to go back to basics and

11· ·hold people accountable.

12· · · · · · This morning, I also

13· ·introduced a resolution to declare

14· ·September 15th through October 15th

15· ·as Hispanic Heritage Month.· During

16· ·this time, we should take an

17· ·opportunity to celebrate Latinos and

18· ·recognize why they are important to

19· ·the City of Philadelphia, to the

20· ·Commonwealth, and to the fabric of

21· ·this nation.

22· · · · · · It is a time when

23· ·immigrants across this country are

24· ·being vilified, scapegoated, or
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·2· ·ignored.· It is more important than

·3· ·ever that we stand up and recognize

·4· ·that immigrants are not a threat to

·5· ·our communities.· They are the

·6· ·cornerstone of them.· Immigrants are

·7· ·not a burden; they are a blessing.

·8· · · · · · September is more than just

·9· ·a month on a calendar.· This is a

10· ·time to uplift the stories, the

11· ·struggles, and the triumphs, and the

12· ·undeniable contributions that

13· ·Latinos bring to the City of

14· ·Philadelphia and across the

15· ·Commonwealth.· And they have made

16· ·them for generations.· We are not

17· ·new to this city, we are not guests,

18· ·we are a part of this city.

19· · · · · · (Spanish language.)

20· · · · · · We have been here raising

21· ·families, starting businesses,

22· ·organizing neighborhoods, teaching

23· ·in our classrooms, marching in the

24· ·streets, and so much more.· From the
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·2· ·Boricuas and the Dominican families

·3· ·of Fairhill and Kensington, to the

·4· ·Mexicans in South Philly, the

·5· ·Venezuelans, Guatemalans, and

·6· ·Colombians across the city, Latinos

·7· ·are a part of the past, present, and

·8· ·the future of Philadelphia.

·9· · · · · · So as we celebrate Hispanic

10· ·Heritage Month this month, I invite

11· ·my colleagues and all Philadelphians

12· ·to stand with us and recognize that

13· ·we are a city of rich culture

14· ·because of Hispanics or Latinos in

15· ·the city, and the contributions that

16· ·we bring to it.· Together, we are

17· ·stronger.· (Spanish language.

18· · · · · · Thank you.

19· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

20· ·Very well said.· The Chair

21· ·recognizes Councilman Cindy Bass.

22· · · · · · COUNCILMEMBER BASS:· Thank

23· ·you, Mr. President.· And I just

24· ·really want to start by thanking my
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·2· ·colleagues for the very important

·3· ·work that they've been doing over

·4· ·the summer months, and particularly

·5· ·around the issues of nuisance

·6· ·businesses.· And, you know, it just

·7· ·never ceases to amaze me the amount

·8· ·of time and effort that someone will

·9· ·take to try to figure out how to

10· ·skirt the law and how to figure out

11· ·how to, you know, sort of squeeze

12· ·the community just a little bit more

13· ·to get an extra coin or two and

14· ·really damage that same community

15· ·that they say that they care about.

16· · · · · · I can only tell you how

17· ·incredibly offended I was that

18· ·someone came to my office.· The

19· ·group that was here earlier came to

20· ·my office and met with me last week.

21· ·And I immediately asked them, what

22· ·neighborhood do they live in?· And

23· ·they said that they, "We were based

24· ·out of Washington, D.C." And it's
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·2· ·just unbelievable that, you know,

·3· ·the audacity to tell neighbors that

·4· ·they have to put up with something

·5· ·that -- you're not putting up with

·6· ·it.· You don't have to deal with it,

·7· ·but to tell people that they should

·8· ·have to deal with these conditions.

·9· · · · · · And it is never our

10· ·intentions to hurt any business, and

11· ·particularly a small business, and

12· ·particularly small minority

13· ·businesses operating right here in

14· ·our communities.· It is never our

15· ·intention to do anything that is

16· ·going to, be detrimental.· But it is

17· ·very important to know that if we --

18· ·if we make a misstep, that we can

19· ·fix it.· That's what the legislative

20· ·process is.· When we go out and we

21· ·legislate and we make changes, if we

22· ·do something that's not going to be

23· ·good for the community, we can

24· ·always come back and make
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·2· ·adjustments to whatever we pass in

·3· ·this body.

·4· · · · · · So I just really want to

·5· ·say kudos to my colleagues,

·6· ·particularly, our majority leader,

·7· ·Kathy Gilmore Richardson, and also

·8· ·Brian O'Neill -- Councilman O'Neill,

·9· ·who had a great piece of legislation

10· ·and all the work.· And, of course,

11· ·Councilwoman Quetcy Lozada.  I

12· ·forgot what Councilman Harrity

13· ·called, a fireball or something like

14· ·that.· But she was on fire today,

15· ·you know, and passionate about the

16· ·community in which she serves.· And

17· ·so, you know, nothing but respect to

18· ·her for all of her hard work as

19· ·well.

20· · · · · · Just a couple of things I

21· ·really wanted to mention.· And the

22· ·first is we introduced a number of

23· ·resolutions today.· Number one,

24· ·thanking PAAN, Philadelphia's Anti-
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·2· ·Drug, Anti-Violence Network, which

·3· ·has played a critical role in

·4· ·protecting youth and families in the

·5· ·8th Council District.· We instituted

·6· ·this program, which we hope will be

·7· ·a model to go citywide, in which

·8· ·there was an effort in violence

·9· ·prevention, and reflecting their

10· ·long-standing commitment to building

11· ·safer and stronger neighborhoods.

12· · · · · · And through their work,

13· ·there were no violent incidents,

14· ·zero, at these sites.· And that's a

15· ·powerful indicator of the

16· ·effectiveness of this initiative.

17· ·So we're hoping that this is

18· ·something that could actually be

19· ·duplicated.· And, again, a big

20· ·shout-out.· I know we're going to

21· ·have PAAN come down and publicly say

22· ·a big thank you.· But, you know,

23· ·this is really where the rubber hits

24· ·the road.· So we want to thank them
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·2· ·for that.

·3· · · · · · Also, we want to thank the

·4· ·Danny Rumph Foundation, Candy Owens,

·5· ·for coming down and speaking.· And,

·6· ·you know, I know I spoke when she

·7· ·gave her presentation, but I also

·8· ·just really wanted to make mention

·9· ·that, you know, if Candy Owens is

10· ·walking down the street, most people

11· ·don't know who she is or what she's

12· ·done.· But she has done an

13· ·incredible amount of work around

14· ·ensuring that healthy hearts are

15· ·taken seriously in minority

16· ·communities.

17· · · · · · Because there's been far,

18· ·far, far too many of these, you

19· ·know, things that happen in our rec

20· ·centers where somebody's playing

21· ·basketball and they just collapse.

22· ·You know, they just drop.· And so,

23· ·without her efforts, untold others

24· ·would have had the same fate as her
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·2· ·son.· So she took something that was

·3· ·a heartbreaking experience for her

·4· ·-- for herself, and changed it into

·5· ·something that is really going to be

·6· ·helpful so that no one else has to

·7· ·go through what she and her -- and

·8· ·losing her son had to go through.

·9· ·So, again, we want to say thank you

10· ·to them as well.

11· · · · · · Also, we did -- on a

12· ·mission.· We are on a mission.

13· ·Notice how I say it.· "We on a

14· ·Mission," which is the Midnight Run,

15· ·we all call it.· So my staff,

16· ·actually, got me out this summer to

17· ·the Midnight Run.· I think it was in

18· ·like July or August.· We were out

19· ·there at midnight.· And I'm saying,

20· ·"Who is going to be out here at

21· ·midnight?" You know, I'm expecting

22· ·it's going to be maybe 50 people,

23· ·maybe 100.· There were 2,000 people

24· ·out at the art museum to run at
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·2· ·midnight on a hot summer night.· So

·3· ·it was fantastic.

·4· · · · · · They had never had any sort

·5· ·of city recognition, city support.

·6· ·So thanks to all of my colleagues,

·7· ·we did a citation on all --

·8· ·everyone's behalf, thanking them for

·9· ·the work that they were doing around

10· ·health and that initiative, and

11· ·particularly in the African American

12· ·community.· And it was just

13· ·fantastic.· So we're going to have

14· ·“We on a Mission” down here as well,

15· ·also known as the Midnight Run.

16· · · · · · And last but not least, I

17· ·did want to just mention that we

18· ·introduced a bill, which we'll be

19· ·talking a little bit further about

20· ·later, to make sure that there's a

21· ·first aid kit in every city vehicle

22· ·that moves in this town.· So as part

23· ·of our effort to ensure that the

24· ·city of Philadelphia, that its
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·2· ·employees are the first line of

·3· ·being good citizens, of good

·4· ·citizenship.· And so we'll have more

·5· ·information about that coming soon.

·6· · · · · · But look for that soon,

·7· ·once we pass this bill, that every

·8· ·city vehicle will have information,

·9· ·Narcan, whatever is possible and

10· ·available to fit within that glove

11· ·box, that we will have the tools

12· ·necessary to be helpful to our

13· ·fellow citizen here in the city of

14· ·Philadelphia.· So thank you,

15· ·Mr. President.

16· · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

17· ·Thank you, Member Bass, and thank

18· ·all the members for your outstanding

19· ·work as we kick off our council

20· ·session.· And, you know, I support

21· ·not only the work that you do, but I

22· ·always like to acknowledge, right,

23· ·that our time and our effort is for

24· ·not.· And as you know, today we
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·2· ·introduced 24 resolutions.· Now, we

·3· ·passed 24 resolutions, two bills,

·4· ·but we introduced 24 resolutions and

·5· ·20 bills.

·6· · · · · · And so, you know, contrary

·7· ·to popular belief, we work, right?

·8· ·It's the first day.· Nobody's, like,

·9· ·you know, relaxing and just hanging

10· ·out, right, but we're actually

11· ·putting in that rope.· So good job.

12· ·And then again, for the record, for

13· ·all those who are listening and

14· ·documenting, 34 resolutions and 20

15· ·bills introduced today.· So keep up

16· ·the good work, everybody.

17· · · · · · With that being said, I

18· ·want to take a moment to acknowledge

19· ·for adjournment Councilmember Isaiah

20· ·Thomas for a motion to adjourn.

21· · · · · · COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· Thank

22· ·you, Mr. President.· I move that

23· ·Council stand adjourned until

24· ·Thursday, September 18th, 2025 at
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·2· · · · · · 10 a.m.

·3· · · · · · · · · · ·COUNCILMEMBERS:· Second.

·4· · · · · · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

·5· · · · · · It has been moved and properly

·6· · · · · · seconded.· The Council stand

·7· · · · · · adjourned until Thursday, September

·8· · · · · · the 18th at 10:00 A.m.· All in favor

·9· · · · · · will signify by saying aye.

10· · · · · · · · · · ·COUNCILMEMBERS:· Aye.

11· · · · · · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT JOHNSON:

12· · · · · · Those opposed?· The ayes have it,

13· · · · · · and the motion carries.· Thank

14· · · · · · you-all very much.

15· ·(Stated meeting proceedings concluded at 1:25 p.m.)
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