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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Menbers, please take your

seats.
Good norning, everyone.
(Good norning.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | note that the hour has

come and that a quorumof this
Council is present. | wll ask for
all visitors to please retire to
the seats outside the rails.

Pl ease take all side conversations
out si de of the Council chanbers.
And before proceeding, |'ll ask al
those present to please set your
cell phones to silent or vibrate.
Thank you very nuch.

To give our invocation
this norning, the Chair recognizes
El der Morris M Singleton, Sr.,
Pastor of Victory Conmunity Bapti st
Church of Germantown. He is here

today as the guest of Council nmenber
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Ci ndy Bass.

| will ask all nenbers
and guests to please rise.

( Counci | member s,
visitors and guests rise.)

PASTOR SI NGLETON:  Good
norning. | want to thank
Council man Cindy Bass for this
opportunity. Al Council nenbers,
Cty officials, dignitaries and to
the Gty of Philadel phia bring
greetings fromthe Victory
Community Bapti st Church of
Ger mant own where | serve as a
Seni or Pastor.

And during tough tines,
it's still a blessing to be alive.
Can you do ne a favor and just clap
your hands for life. Thanks. |If
everyone can bow your heads in a
word of prayer.

Fat her God, in the nanme

of Jesus we thank you, Lord, on
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this day for life, health and
strength. Before we ask you, Cod,
for anything, we thank you for
everything. W cone to you not as
the last resort but the only
choice, for the word of God says
that the governnent is on your
shoul ders.

God, on today we ask
that you allow this agenda to be
your perfect agenda. Allow the
deci sions to be nmade for the
betternment of our city. God, on
today we need you in a tine |ike
this. Cone into this room Cod.
Come into our city. Cover our
city.

Go to Harrisburg. Cover
Harri sburg. Cover this entire
United States of Anerica. God, we
trust you on today that things wll
get better. W thank you, Lord, on

today for howlife already is, Cod.
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We thank you, Lord, and we trust
you that the reduced crine rates
shal | cone.

W t hank you, God, and
we trust you for protection over
our citizens. W thank you, God,
and we bl ess you, God, for
protection over our officers. And,
God, we trust for equality. And,
God, we trust for peace, joy and
happi ness.

We thank you, Lord, for
the love that's in our city, the
| ove that's in this room on today.
God cover us and confort us in a
tinme like this and we will give you
all the glory, all the honor and
the praise. And we magnify your
great name on this great nane for
your word says that this is the day
that you have nade, and we w ||
rejoice and be glad in it. Thank

you, God, for it's already done,
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and it's already done. In Jesus
nanme we do pray and everyone says
Amen.

(Amen.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Pastor for the invocation.

Council wll be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The next order of
busi ness is the approval of the
Journal of the neeting of Thursday,
March 20, 2025.

The Chair recogni zes
Maj ority Deputy Wi p Council nenber
C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove that the Journal
of the neeting of Thursday, March
20, 2025 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday, March
20, 2025 stand approved.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
Journal is approved.

The next order of
busi ness is a request for |eave of
absence.

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3 LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,
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M. President.

On behal f of the
Majority, a |leave of absence is
requested for our Coach,
Counci | menber Thonas.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Counci | menber.
The | eave will be granted.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

On behal f of the
Mnority, there are no requests for
| eaves of absence.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Kat herine Gl nore
Ri chardson for a notion regarding
certain legislative matters that
may arise during this course of

today's Council session and that
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were not |listed on the Cal endar
circulated prior to today.

COUNCI LWOVAN 3@ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President.

| nove that any of the
following matters, if considered
t oday, may be added to the agenda
for this session of Council, and as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda
after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, anmendnents to bills on
first reading, the reconsideration
of a bill vetoed by or re-called
fromthe Mayor, anendnents to bills
re-called fromthe Mayor,
resol uti ons taking substantive
action to be voted on in this
session, a notion to withdraw a
bill or resolution that is not on

the Cal endar, and a notion placing

Page 9

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 27/ 2025

3/ 27125 - STATED - MOTI ON REGARDI NG CALENDAR

a bill or resolution on or
returning a bill or resolution from
t he Suspensi on Cal endar that is not
| isted on today's Cal endar.

The purpose of this
notion is to provide the public
Wi th notice concerning possible
actions by Council that arose too
| ate to be included on the Cal endar
that was published prior to today's
sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
| egi slative matters stated by
Counci | renber Katherine G| nore
Ri chardson nay be added to the
agenda for today should those
matters arise during the course of
this session of Council.

Al'l those in favor wll

signify by saying aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
notion carries.

The Chair will dispense
with the regul ar order of business
to recogni ze the guests and
visitors joining us in chanbers
t hi s norni ng.

On behal f of all nenbers
of Gty Council, | welcone you to
our Council session. W appreciate
you taking the tinme to join us as
we attend to the legislative
affairs of our great city. W
certainly invite you to cone again.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Thank you, Council President.
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| want to take a quick
opportunity to recognize ny speci al
guests here today, Dr. Arlene
Bennett and Dr. Carl Bennett. W
are honoring Dr. Arlene Bennett,
who was the first Black woman to
graduate fromthe University of
Pennsyl vani a' s Medi cal School and
has been engaged --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMOVAN AHVAD: My
friend and nentor is still
practicing psychiatry at the young
age of 91, so let that be a | esson
to all of us.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Dr. Anthony Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:

Page 12

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

3/ 27/ 25 - STATED - SPECI AL GUESTS
Thank you, Council President.

| am pl eased to be
starting a series called
Recogni zi ng our Yout h- Servi ng
Organi zations in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia. And this nonth, |
had the opportunity to recogni ze
who are here today the Read by 4th
Initiative and their commtnent to
early chil dhood education. So if
they can stand. Read by 4th is
here today. W want to say thank
you for your presence.

And al so, another youth
organi zation is here today. Beyond
the Bars is here today cel ebrating
their 10th anniversary.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLIPS:  So
t hank you to Beyond the Bars and
Read by 4th for all of their work
and hel pi ng young people here in

the city of Phil adel phia. Thank
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y'all for being here today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Dr. Philli ps.

Most peopl e may or may
not know that | am a reading
captain so --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: At this tinme, the Chair
recogni zes Counci |l menber Majority
Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci
Presi dent.

Before we di spense with
the regul ar order of business, |
wanted to al so recogni ze Suhayl a
Cornwel I, who is in 4th grade at
Quba Institute. She is ny guest
here in City Council chanbers today
and will be shadowi ng nme for the

duration of the day.
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She is one of our future
menbers of Philadel phia Gty
Council and | wanted to wel cone her
today. So stand up, Suhayl a.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Wl cone to City
Council. Conme on over, Suhayl a.
She's in 4th grade so we're going
to give her a resoundi ng wel cone.
She's on spring break.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: And today she is
Counci | menber-to-be Cornwell. So
t hank you so nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Menber G | nore
Ri chardson. Always inspiring to
see our young people on the path of
doi ng great things.

At this tine, the Chair
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recogni zes Counci | menber O Neil |,
who will present a resolution
honoring and congratul ating the
St. Joseph Preparatory H gh Schoo
Foot bal I Team

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Woul d Head Coach Tim
Roken and those acconpanyi ng him
pl ease join the Council menber at
t he podi um

(Counci | menbers and
guests approach podi um)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | will hope that Menber
Phillips is a part of this
presentati on.

(Laughter.)

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Wil e the seniors are comn ng up,
there's 25 of them | should
preface this was supposed to be a

rebui |l ding year. And because of
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t hese gentlenen, they took it in a
different direction. They won the
entire State Chanpionship at the
hi ghest | evel .

For the third year in a
row academcally The Prep -- as
|'ve told sone of ny staff, you
don't have to say St. Joe's Prep in
Philly, it's The Prep -- they are
known nationally and have been for
years for the academ c excell ence.
But in the |ast decade, they have
al so becone nationally known as a
foot bal | power house.

And I'mvery proud to be
here. And | want to ask -- |'m
fortunate enough that | have a
Tenpl e, al nost a graduate now of
Tenpl e who's been an intern
interning with nme for a while and
going to hate to lose him Finn
Killion.

Finn, I want you to
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stand up here with the foot bal
team Finn is not only a graduate
of The Prep --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: Hi's
dad and his four brothers are also
graduat es, and he namde sure al
this was put together. And also, a
| ot of people don't know it but
soneone that | have always had a
fondness for because he's the
nicest guy in Gty Hall and al so
fairly brilliant as a broadcaster
and as our Council President's
Di rector of Communications who's a

Prep grad, and that's Vince

Thonpson.
Vi nce, get up here.
(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
kay. So first, | just want to

i ntroduce the four people who cane

with the team Principal Andy
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Cavacos, Coach Ti m Roken. You can
appl aud.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
Athletic Director Dan D Berardinis,
who many may know his father M ke
and his brother Justin, who served
in this body as staff for several
years, and Director of
Communi cations Bill Avington.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: And
Counci | man Young's up here with ne
because The Prep's in his District.
So honoring and congratul ating
St. Joseph's Preparatory High
School Football Team for their
success in wnning the Pl AA 6A
St at e Chanpi onshi p.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  And
our Education Chair Coach Thomas

woul d have been up here with ne,
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but he's in Hershey, Pennsylvania
trying to win a state title in
basketbal|l. Should nention that.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:  The
St Joe's -- whereas, the
St. Joseph's Hawks beat Pittsburgh
Central Catholic in a | andslide
victory, kind of Iike the Eagl es,
35 to 6 on Saturday, Decenber 7,
2024: and

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG |
just want to say before | get
started |I'mproud of you guys. |
went to a nei ghboring school to the
west, Grard College, so | used to
cone down to The Prep to practice
with you all when | was on the
westling teamthere. So | know
how hard you guys work in every
athl eti c endeavor at that
particul ar school .

Wher eas, after w nning
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back-to-back state finals,
St. Joe's Prep Hawks won their
third strai ght chanpionship title.
Just give that up, three in a row

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Securing what is their sixth out of
the | ast seven PIAA 6A titles; and

Whereas, in a display of
teammor k, talent and execution, the
Hawks ran the ball 80 yards for a
touchdown on the very first play of
t he gane; and

Wher eas Khyan Bill ups
ran the ball seven times for 155
yards in 2 touchdowns in the first
quarter alone, helping to lead his
teamto a score of 28 to 6 over
Pittsburgh Central Catholic by
hal fti nme;

COUNCI LMAN O NEILL: So
what Council man Young is saying is

that The prep has their own Saquon.
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Whereas, the team s hard
wor k, dedi cation and conm t nent
secured the Hawks their ninth State
Chanpi onship state title in the
school's teamhistory; and that's
all very recent history;

Whereas, the St. Joe's
Prep's mssion is as a Catholic,
Jesuit, urban college preparatory
school. Their mssionis to
devel op the m nds, hearts, souls
and characters of young nen in
their pursuit of becom ng nen for
and with others -- and that is
really what you | eave with when you
graduate -- and has denonstrated
this with excellence in both
athl etics and academ cs; now,
therefore, be it

Resol ved, by the Council
of the Gty of Philadel phia, we
Her eby honor and congratul ate

St. Joe's Prep High School Foot bal
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Team for their success in w nning
Pl AA 6A chanmpionship title.

Further resolved, that
an Engrossed copy be presented to
the St. Joe Prep Football Team
further evidencing the sincere
adm ration and respect of this
| egi sl ati ve body that's signed by
our Council President and nost
menbers of Council. That's an
I nsi de basebal | thing -- footbal
thing. But |I'mvery proud of
havi ng been a graduate there and
that they're still going strong.

And just as a little
aside, when | was a junior nost of
t he school burned down over the
Christmas holidays. It was a
terrible fire. And this, a many
times-told story but not so nuch
recently, a wealthy graduate
devel oper offered a lot of land in

| think it was Montgonmery County to
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build a new school .

The Jesuits said, no,
we're in one of the poorest
nei ghborhoods in the city, we have
a mssion. And the Jesuit church
is right next toit. And they
stuck it out. Had an easy chance
to go out and becone a suburban
school .

And | m ght nention the
I nportance of that is | don't think
it's any different than when --
there's no canpus. In terns of the
teans they're playing against,
al nost al ways have because they're
goi ng national and they're going
statewi de they have canpuses with
football stadiuns and all that.

The Prep football team
gets on a bus and goes out to
Bel nront Mansion. They play hone
ganes at sonebody el se's field.

This is not an easy chore for
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sonebody to get into. And what
t hese young nen start as all

di fferent backgrounds, they all

| eave with the sanme | evel of
excel l ence for life, sports.
What ever may cone, they are ready
for it and they' ve earned it.

So |l really want to
congratul ate the school and the
Jesuits as well as this football
teamfor sticking it out with us.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Coach Ti m Roken for remarKks.

MR. ROKEN:. Good
nor ni ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good nor ni ng.

MR. ROKEN: Thank you,
Presi dent, Council and thank you,
Councilman O Neill, and everybody

here this norning. Thank you,
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Finn, for putting this together as
well. It's an honor to be up here
today in front of you all.
Qoviously, we are at St Joseph's
Prep at 17th and G rard.

My nanme is Tim Roken
|'mthe Head football coach there,
been there since 2010 and j ust
finished ny sixth season as a head
coach but have been a part of this
program for 15 years now and this
comuni ty.

And Council man O Nei | |
spoke about in unbelievabl e ways
what the m ssion of the school is
and us as coaches within the
bui | di ng and coaches wi thin our
staff. W strive every single day
to devel op these young nen. Not
only -- they obviously get
devel oped and held to a high
standard in the classroom but we

strive to do that as well on the
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football field. And watching these
young nen devel op and want to see
t hem devel op and nove on to not
only just go on and potentially
have an opportunity to play
football, but to use that and the
| essons, the |ife | essons that they
| earned through this great gane, to
be able to help themin their life
and becone future husbands, better
husbands, fathers and | eaders of
our country, which hopefully |ike
Councilman O Neill and others
around the country have.

It's a very speci al
place. This is the City of
Brotherly Love. And at
St. Joseph's Prep, the brotherhood
runs very strong and it runs
t hroughout the alumi. And |'m
very honored to stand up here in
front of you today and accept this

recognition. So thank you all.
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| was told that |
t hought it was unani nous, but |
know there is one La Salle guy out
there today, but that's okay. W
won't hold it against him And we
just got another victory so we'l]l
take that, that's fine, when it
canme down to it.

No, but thank you al
for this. This is an honor for
nmysel f and our seniors. This is
over 20 of our -- 29 seniors within
our program And this is just an
unbel i evabl e group. This senior
class went 36-4 in the last three
seasons wth three state titles and
t hey have passed on a ton of
know edge and | eaders and led in a
very unbelievable way this year to
be able to pass on to this next
gr oup.

And hopeful ly, we have

an opportunity to stand up here
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next year in the sane situation.
And | wish all these young nen
behind me the best in their future.
And | hope you at sone point get an
opportunity to nmeet them because in
being a part of their lives as a
passenger in their ride here
t hroughout St. Joe's Prep in the
| ast four years, it's been an honor
to get to know them and watch them
grow up as young nen and the
rel ati onships that they built.
They' Il figure out the scoreboard
and things |ike that, but the
rel ationships that they built and
the life I essons that they learn at
The Prep and within our program
wll last thema l[ifetine. So
t hank you again all and | hope
everybody enjoys your day. Thank
you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council wll be at ease.
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(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: At this tinme, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | nenber Jones who
will present a resolution honoring
and recogni zi ng the Overbrook Hi gh
School Grls Volleyball Team for
Wi nni ng the 2024 Anerican
Conf er ence Chanpi onshi p.

Woul d Principal Julian
Graham and t hose acconpanyi ng him
pl ease join the Council menber at
the podium Joi ni ng Menber Jones
are the following: WMjority Leader
G lnore Richardson, Mnority Leader
Kendra Brooks, Council nmenber Jim
Harrity, Council nmenber Jeffrey Jay
Young, Council menber Rue Landau.

(Counci | menbers and
guests approach podi um)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Wel |,
President, |'m honored to be up

here after The Prep did their
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thing, but I'mhere nowto
represent The Brook. | was asked,
did this represent the colors Gatz
or any other school like that. |
sai d, no, make no m stake about it
"' m from Over br ook.

You may have noticed on
t he news yesterday that we had
anot her alumi cone down. Hi s nane
is WIl Smth, who cane back to his
alma mater who joins on the Wall of
Fane people Iike WIt Chanberl ain,
Wali Jones, Walt Hazzard, great W
that came fromthere. And it is --
H ght ower, yeah, you got it.

And it is inpressive to
me that we are continuing this,
Princi pal G aham tradition of
peopl e who cone through those
hal | ways and are forged into great
things. According to No. 47, he
said bad things happen in Philly.

Wl |, yesterday we renaned the
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bri dge, Good Things Happen in
Philly and G eat Things Happen at
Over brook H gh School .

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  So
the brief nmessage | would give al
of you today is the kids fromthe
young nmen from The Prep had it
hard. They got to get up, they got
to go to practice, they have to
have good grades, they have to
achieve their goals on and off the
field.

It is hard for the
doctor over there that we are
recogni zing at a young 91. It was
hard to go to nedical school to
make it every day and be able to
survive while she did it. It is
hard for the nenbers of SCI Phoeni x
every norning to have to wal k those
tears.

What we get to do as
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young people is choose our hard.
Hard is going to happen. WII
Smith said it yesterday. It's the
choi ces you nmake for the outcones
you want in this life. And I'mso
very glad that you're on the right
track to do the right thing. And
t her ef or e;

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you agai n,
col | eague Counci | menber Jones.
What an awesone and amazi hg week
it's been for the Overbrook Hi gh
School where | was proud to be a
mat h teacher in the 2005-2006
school year, teaching in the 9th
Grade Success Acadeny, Transitional
Mat h and Algebra 1. So we are so
proud to have the | adi es of
Over brook Hi gh School here, our
alumi and al so Principal G aham

And today we are

honori ng and congratul ating the
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Over brook Hi gh School Grls
Vol | eybal | Team for wi nning the
2024 American Conference
Chanpi onshi p.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: And whereas, the
Over brook Hi gh School Grls
Vol | eybal | Team under the
| eadershi p of Head Coach Carly
Dunbar and Assi stant Coach and
alumi Teresa Gaves, has achieved
an outstanding 12-0 record in the
Aneri can Conference during the 2024
season, securing the title of
Aneri can Conference Chanpi ons; and
Whereas, the teans --
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
(1 naudi bl e) .
COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And

whereas, the team s victory over
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Simon Gratz Hi gh School on Cctober
16, 2024 is a prime exanple of the
resilience and perseverance. In
this thrilling match, the team
triunphed 3-2 in sets; and

COUNCI L\WOVAN LANDAU:
Whereas, Captain Kinora Locke and
her twin sister Keyanna Locke put
Overbrook in a strong position with
a 25-22 win in the first set,
showi ng the excell ence of tw ns;
and

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:
Whereas, Shaniya Hall |ed the team
in the second set, scoring key
points to help secure a 25-23 w n;
and

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Wher eas, despite Gatz winning the
next two sets, Overbrook rallied in
a decisive final set. Wth the
score tied 8-8, Victory Fennell's

service led the teamto four
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consecutive points; and

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And
wher eas, Shageuah Henry then scored
on all three of her serves, guiding
the teamto a 15-8 win in the final
set; and

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Wher eas, Justice WIIlians Turner,
Dei j ah Tayl or and Ani yah Wod al so
made significant contri butions,
addi ng val uabl e points during all
sets of the gane;

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Wher eas, the team denonstrated
trenmendous skill, determnation and
sportsmanshi p t hroughout the
season, ultimately finishing with a
12-1 overall record, with the sole
defeat coming in a playoff match
agai nst upper division schools; and

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Wher eas, the Overbrook H gh Schoo

Grls Volleyball Team exenplified
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t he val ues of teamwork, dedication
and hard work with each player
contributing to their own
col l ective success, and every match
serving as a testanent to their
comm tnent to excellence; and

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  And
wher eas, the support of the
Over brook comrunity, school faculty
and famlies has been invaluable in
hel ping the team achieve its
remar kabl e success; now, therefore,
be it

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Resol ved, by the
Council of the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, That Overbrook H gh
School Grls Volleyball Teamis
her eby honored for their
out st andi ng achi evenent of becom ng
the 2024 American Conference
Chanpi ons for their inpressive 12-0

conference record and for their
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conmmtnent to excellence in
athl etics and sportsmanshi p; and

Furt her Resol ved, that
an Engrossed copy be presented to
the Overbrook H gh School Grls
Vol | eybal | Team wi th the utnost
respect and admiration of this
| egi sl ati ve body.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Princi pal Julian G aham

MR GRAHAM Aw, nman, |
wasn't expecting to say anything to
be honest. But just give it up for
these young | adies, y'all.

(Appl ause.)

MR GRAHAM And so, |
just want to say one thing that we
have to stop doing is painting our
public school students as desol ate.
They cone from sone chal | engi ng

situations, but they are great.
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They persevere through a | ot of
difficulties, things in the
communi ties that they have no
control over. And often tines our
schools get a tag that they do not
deserve.

So |l wll say this: Do
not give up on our public schoo
educati on system because |'m a
product of that and | earned a full
athletic scholarship fromthat and
with mniml resources, which
forced us to have the grit that we
had to have because the equity was
not the sane. The investnent was
not the sane.

And so, these young
| adi es showed that |evel of
perseverance. And | think | have
four seniors that will be going on
to college, whether it's to play.
But the one thing | hope that they

took from playing sports, the
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i nvest nent of sports pronoted
academ cs. It pronoted getting to
school and it al so pronotes good
heal th, nental health, spiritua
heal th and physical health. And
t hese young | adi es enconpass and
enbody that.
And one of the things

t hey displayed that | nentioned
yesterday, in ny office | have a
brick. | don't know if anybody's
paid attention to it. It's
probably one of the nost precious
bricks |I've ever owned, because it
was an exanple of what WIIl Smth
stated in his book about building
your foundation, building your
brick-by-brick. And that's what
they did to get to the level that
they're at of being 12-0. One, a
sport that is not dom nated by

Bl ack wonen. W know t hat.

Two, they did the thing
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and they worked as a team And |
saw t hem communi cating for a couple
of ganmes | was able to get to. And
I["mlike, wow, | ook at this
conmuni cation. Look at that. And
| don't know if they understood
t hat and understood what that
nmeans. \Wen they go on into
soci ety and what they have to dea
wi th and how you have to
conmmuni cate with the people and how
you have to | earn how to negoti ate
and have those navigation skills
and al so enotional intelligence to
survi ve those things, those
adversities that cone your way in
society, and that's what's being
built at the castle on the hill.

There's a | ot of
greatness that conmes out of that.
Great things cone out of the
castle, right. And so, that's what

we're building. And |I'mworking ny
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hardest to transformthe | andscape
of our prograns, both academ cally
and athletically, because Overbrook
will be a contender in a school
that you don't want to face in the
near future when it cones to
sports. And | nean that because |

cone fromit. And |I'm dead serious

about it.

| take this work very
personal. Challenge ne if you want
to. | take this very personal when

It comes to academ cs, when it
cones to student perfornmance, when
it conmes to student success. M
girls know it because they hear ne
bark and they | ook at ne, aw, nan,
why he got to -- because | am
responsi ble for a portion of their
life.

And you don't understand
what it feels like to lose a

student on your watch or a student
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cones to you and say, hey, thank
you, because | renenber what you
said to nme in those hallways and
you changed ny life, you saved ny
life. So that's what this work is
about and that's what this
greatness is about. And these
girls deserve all the honor that
they can get, because this they
will carry wwth themfor the rest
of their lives and they can give it
to their children.

So we thank you. They
t hank you, Council man, everyone,
Counci | wonen. Listen, we
couldn't -- Overbrook is ecstatic.
Overbrook's community is ecstatic
about this. And the girls, they've
been smling. | had never seen
themsmle so nuch.

Ch, and Counci | man
Counci | President, thank you for

t he donation that we know i s soon
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to cone. It was about 100, 000.

(Appl ause.)

MR, GRAHAM  All right.
So we know it's comng. | told him
| know where to find himat. But,
no, we appreciate that, because a
lot of tinmes it gets lost. But we
appreci ate everything. [|'m]l ost
for words now, but thank you.
Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council w1l be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Before the next
presentation, | want to take a
nonent to acknow edge the presence
of State Representative Andre
Carroll who's joining us today.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: At this time, the Chair

recogni zes Counci | menber Quetcy
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Lozada, who will present a

resol ution honoring and recogni zi ng
I npactful wonen in the 7th
Councilmanic District in

cel ebration of Wwnen's History
Mont h.

Wul d Darl ene LaTorre
and Crishtbel Mdra and those
acconpanyi ng them pl ease join the
Counci | renber at the podi um
Joi ni ng Menber Lozada is
Counci | menber Ci ndy Bass,
Counci | renber Dr. N na Ahnmad,
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson, Council menber Quetcy
Lozada, Council menber Rue Landau.

(Counci | nenbers and
guests approach podi um)

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Good norning. As we get settled
in, 1'djust like to say that over
the course of the last nonth I've

had an opportunity to recogni ze
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sonme phenonenal wonen not just in
ny District but across the city of
Phi | adel phia who are doing all they
can to make sure that as wonen we
have all of the support that we
need to continue to live in our
communities and in our famli es.

And often tinmes we don't
take tinme to sit back and soak in
all of the good work that we're
doing. Sonetines we don't have an
opportunity to say thank you the
way that we should and express
gratitude to the wonen around us,
and we wait until tragedi es happen
before we give wonen their flowers.

And so, | want to thank
all of ny coll eagues who throughout
the nmonth of March have recogni zed
the good work that wonmen do in our
communities and in our famlies.
And if you haven't said thank you

or | appreciate you to a wonman in
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your life and your famly, |
encourage you to do it today. A
hug, just a sinple thank you
sonetines go a | ong way.

Today | recogni ze four
or five nore wonen who are
sel fless. They just keep givVving
and giving and giving and gi Vi ng
and often tines don't get the
recognition. So we are going to
wrap up Wnen's Hi story Month with
this resol ution.

Wher eas, Wnen's Hi story
Mont h began as a nati onal
celebration in 1981 -- you believe
it took folks until 1981 to
recogni ze the contributions of
wonen -- when Congress passed
Public Law 97-28, establishing the
week of March 7th as the start of
Wnen's Hi story Mont h;

Whereas, in 1987

Congress passed Public Law 100-9,
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extending the celebration to the
entire nonth of March officially
desi gnating March 1987 as "Wnen's
Hi story Month"; and

COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU
VWher eas, since 1995 Presidents have
i ssued annual procl amations
recogni zi ng March as "Wnen's
Hi story Month," celebrating the
numer ous contri buti ons wonen have
made to the United States, and
acknow edgi ng the specific
achi evenents of wonmen across
di verse fields throughout Anerican
hi story; and

Wereas, the Gty of
Phi | adel phia will join the Nation
i n honoring and cel ebrating the
I nval uabl e contri buti ons and
achi evenents of wonmen, with a
particul ar focus on the remarkable
wonen in the Gty of Phil adel phia;

and
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COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Wher eas, according to the U S
Census Bureau, wonen conprise of
52. 6% of Phil adel phi a's popul ati on,
reflecting the City's position as
one of the major netropolitan areas
in the country with one of the
hi ghest ratios of wonen to nen; and
Wer eas, wonen of every
soci oeconom ¢ background have nade
significant, historic contributions
to the growth, devel opnent and
resilience of the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, shaping its culture,
econony and society; and
COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON: And whereas, the Cty
of Phil adel phia cel ebrates and
acknow edges the diverse roles
worren play in shaping |ocal
communi ties, froml eading
grassroots organi zati ons to maki ng

significant strides in health care,
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educati on and environnent al
sustainability; and

Whereas, it is inportant
to recogni ze that the contri butions
of wormen in Phil adel phia have often
been underrepresented and that the
ongoi ng cel ebrati on of Wnen's
Hi story Month provi des an
opportunity to elevate their
voi ces, ensure their achi evements
are acknow edged and inspire future
generations of wonen | eaders; and

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Wereas, the Cty of Phil adel phia
reaffirnms its conmtnent to
ensuring that wonen's rights and
contributions are recogni zed year -
round, fostering an environnent of
i ncl usion, opportunity and respect
for wonen in all sectors of
society; now, therefore, be it

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Resol ved by the Gty Council of
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Phi | adel phia, That it hereby
recogni zes March as Wnen's History
Month in the Cty of Philadel phia.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Darl ene LaTorre and Crishtbel Mra
for remarks

M5. MORA: Good norning.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good nor ni ng.

M5. MORA: | received
this recognition with deep
gratitude, especially during
Wnen's History Month, a tine not
only for reflection but for action.
International. Wnen's Day is a
day filled wth history, struggle
and dignity. It is a powerful
rem nder of bad faith by so many
wormren who raised their voices when
it was dangerous to do so, who

opened doors that were once tightly
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shut and who passed down to us
their responsibility to continuing
to playing even spaces with courage
and det erm nati on.

Today Phil adel phia is
writing an unprecedent ed chapter
with a wonman | eadi ng the future of
this city for the very first tine
and many ot her wonen hol di ng key
| eadership rol es across
institutions. This is not a
coincidence. It is the result of
years of effort, resilience and
persi stence by wonmen who never gave
up, even when the system wasn't
built for them

| thank the Gty Counci
for this award. It not only honors
me, but al so makes ne feel nore
committed to my role as a
journalist, as an immgrant, a
not her and a woman. | know all too

what the walls we nust clinb for
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our voices to be heard and
represented. And | al so know when
one woman noves forward, she does
not work alone. She clears the
path for many nore.

| received this
recognition on behalf of the wonen
we don't often tal k about, those
who don't make headlines but who
change life every day, in schools,
In community, in organizations and
smal | busi nesses and their hones,
wonen who nake enpathy a powerful
force, daily work, a tool for
change and | eadership, a collective
action.

| arrived in
Phi | adel phia three years ago. And
since then, | have felt enbraced in
every corner of the comrunities I
serve, listening to their stories,
wal ki ng their streets, and

wi t nessing their struggles and
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allowing ne not only to be a
journalist but to becone an ally,
because telling what hurts them and
what inspires themis also a way to
buil d justice.

I"mgoing to repeat this
i n Spani sh. (Spanish translation).
Thank you, Phil adel phia, for
allowng ne to be a part of this
transformative tine. And thank you
to all of the wonen who through
their exanple inspire us not to
settle and to keep fighting for a
society where equity is not a
privilege but a granted right.
Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

M5. LaTORRE: (ood
nor ni ng, everyone.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good nor ni ng.

M5. LaTORRE: | want to

t hank God and | want to thank
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Quet cy Lozada and her teamfor
allowing ne to share a little bit
about nyself. M nane is Darlene
LaTorre, born and rai sed at
Law ence and Erie Avenue and born
into the autonotive industry.

But | stand today here
as nore than a car painter, a tow
truck operator or a business owner.
I am a wonman breaking barriers and
buil ding a | egacy for ne and ny
boys. Passion isn't enough in this
industry. It takes pleasure,
courage and purpose. This industry
wasn't built for us, but we bel ong
init.

Thr ough the Pai nt Shop,
| teach young girls that cars
represent independence, confidence
and problemsolving. This is
bi gger than cars. [|t's about
provi ng that unconventional dreans

are worth chasing. |f doors don't
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open, build your own. If space
don't exist, create it. Let's lift
as we clinb and show t he next
generation that there are no
limts, only possibilities. The
road won't be easy, but it's worth
the drive. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council will be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Before we go to the next
order of business, we al so have
joining us today former staff
menber who rose to the rank of
Conmmi ssi oner of Streets,
Ms. Crystal Jacobs. Thank you for
j 0i ni ng us today.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The next order of

busi ness i s communi cations. The
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Chair requests that the Sergeant-
at-Arns delivers the nessages from
the Mayor to the Chief d erk.

WIl the Chief Cerk
read the nessages fromthe Mayor
and any ot her conmunications in her
possessi on.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nenbers of the
Council of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, | amtransmtting for
t he consideration of your Honorabl e
body a resol ution authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
of 2942 and 2944 West Wshart
Street; 3323 West Al | egheny Avenue;
3212 North 33rd Street; and 3216
North Newkirk Street |located in the
4th Councilmanic District in
accordance with the terns of
Chapter 16-700 of The Phil adel phi a
Code.

And pursuant to Sections
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4-604 and 2-307 of the Hone Rule
Charter, | amtoday transmtting to
t he Council the recomendati on of
the Gty Planni ng Conm ssion on the
following bills: Bill Nos. 250147,
250149, 250175 - 45 days; 250176,
250177, 250204 and 250205.

Counci| President, there
are no other communications in ny
possessi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. The nessages
will be printed in the Journal.

The next order of
busi ness is the introduction of
bills and resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Philli ps,

Dr. Phillips.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

| have two privileged

resol uti ons honori ng Beyond the
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Bars and Read by the 4th.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
privileged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring
March as National Readi ng Month and
recogni zing the "Read by 4th"
Initiative for its commtnent to
early childhood literacy.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution honoring and
cel ebrating Beyond the Bars on the
Cccasion of Their 10th Anniversary
for Their Dedication to Enpowering
Phi | adel phia's Youth Through Misi c,

Leadershi p and Community
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Engagenent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
placed -- this resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader Katherine G| nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Good norni ng, Counci l
President. Good norning,
col | eagues.

Not hi ng t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Good norning, Council President.

Today | have two bills
for introduction.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT

Page 60

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

3/ 27/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the two
bills.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance regul ating the direction
of nmovenent of traffic on 47th
Street between Chestnut Street and
Ki ngsessing, all under certain
ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance anendi ng Section 12-701
of The Phil adel phi a Code, entitled
“Designation of Bicycle Lanes," to
aut hori ze a bicycle | ane and
renmoval of a travel lane on 47th
Street, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm tt ee.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

Today | offer one
non-privil eged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
non-privil eged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2942 and 2944
West Wshart Street; 3323 West
Al'l egheny Avenue; 3212 North 33rd
Street; and 3216 North Newkirk
Street located in the 4th

Councilmanic District in accordance
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with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at the
next session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI L\WOVAN LANDAU:
Good norni ng, Council President,
col | eagues and the public.

| have two privil eged
resolutions. And if | could have
30 seconds after the introduction
to just acknow edge them

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
privileged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A

privileged resolution declaring
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March 17, 2025 as "Bayard Rustin
Day" in the Cty of Phil adel phia.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
March 31, 2025, as Transgender Day
of Visibility in the Gty of
Phi | adel phia, a day to cel ebrate
and recogni ze the achi evenents and
contributions of transgender people
and to lift up the joy, light and
| aught er that transgender people
experience and bring into our
conmuni ti es.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | renber Rue Landau.
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3/ 27/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
Thank you so much, Counci
Presi dent .

| just wanted to take a
second to acknow edge ny col | eague,
all of our colleagues, State
Representative Andre Carroll who's
here today. He also introduced a
resolution in the State House to
recogni ze March 17th as Bayard
Rustin Day. So we wanted to do
this to make sure there was a
conpanion bill, especially because
we get to recognize and honor our
own honegrown hero Col man Dom ngo
| ater today, who starred in that
role so brilliantly. So it's all
com ng together.

And thank you for always
lifting up the voices of the LGBTQ
comunity at the state | evel.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Good j ob.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

Not hi ng t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

Today | offer four
privileged resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: W/ I the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
privileged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
Sanaa Rahm ng, Sam ya Rahm ng and
Julissa Otiz for their mddle and
hi gh school girls' westling

acconpl i shments on the occasi on of
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Wnen's Hi story Month.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring the
Li fe and Legacy of former
Heavywei ght Chanpi on "Bi g" George
For eman.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring the
Li fe of Eusebi o "Bonn" Bat an,

Fi shtown's "Mayor of Crease
Street."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage

Cal endar .

Page 67

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O
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CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ati ng Chef Kyl e Tinpson
for wi nning Season 23 of Gordon
Ransay's Hel|l's Kitchen.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Br ooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Good norni ng, Council President.

| have three ordi nances
and one privileged resolution to
I ntroduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the bills
and resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An

or di nance anendi ng Chapter 19-2600

Page 68

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

3/ 27/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
of The Phil adel phi a Code ("Busi ness
I ncome and Recei pts Taxes") to
I ncrease the anount of exenption
fromthe receipts portion of the
Busi ness I ncone and Recei pts Tax,
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 19-1100
of The Phil adel phi a Code,
(" Personal Property Taxes") by
deleting all existing Sections and
replacing themw th an annual tax
on certain intangi bl e persona
property, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate

comm ttee.
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CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 19-1500
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Wage and Net Profits Tax," and
Chapter 19-2800, entitled
“Pennsyl vani a | nt er gover nnent al
Cooperation Authority Tax on \Wages
and Nets Profits," to expand
eligibility for wage tax and nets
profits tax relief; to further
reduce wage and net profits --
excuse nme, profits tax rates for
| owi ncone nonresidents; and to
provide for grants to | owincone
City residents in an anount
equi val ent to the PICA portion of
wage and net profits taxes paid,
all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate

comm ttee.
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CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
March as a National Devel opnent al
Disabilities Awareness Mnth and
honoring the work done by advocates
to reduce barriers to social and
civic participation experienced by
people living with devel opnent al
disabilities.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
have not hi ng today, Counci l
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch, sir.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menmber Ni ¢ O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
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Thank you, Council President.

Not hi ng to i ntroduce
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Councilman O Neill -- excuse ne.
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Not hi ng to report today,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber O Nei l | .

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer one bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk

pl ease read the title of the bill
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CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng The Phil adel phi a
Code by increasing the penalties
for the prohibited parking or
mai ntai ning of semtrailers and
truck tractors at residential
properties, all under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber O Nei l I.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL: |
omtted on that bill that |
i ntroduced that it's being
co-i ntroduced by Council man
Driscoll. M mstake. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | menber Squill a.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer two bills.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief Qderk
pl ease read the titles of the
bills.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance aut hori zi ng an
encroachnment in the nature of
planters in the vicinity of 322-40
Race Street, Philadel phia, PA
19106, under certain ternms and
condi tions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance anending Title 12 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled

"Traffic Code," to revise
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procedures for operation of an
aut omat ed vehi cl e noi se enforcenent
system and creating Section
12- 1138, entitled "Autonmated
Vehi cl e Noi se Enforcenent.”

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer two privileged
resol utions and one bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the bill
and resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance aut hori zi ng an

encroachment in the nature of
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planters in the vicinity of 219
West Rittenhouse Street,

Phi | adel phia, PA 19144, under
certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
the Montreux Jazz Festival and the
rich jazz history of Phil adel phia
and expressing the City's desire to
host a world-class jazz festival in
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and cel ebrating Sharon A Powel |l on

the Occasion of Her Oficia
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Retirenent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred -- this resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you Council, President. Good
norning to all our guests and
col | eagues.

| have two privil eged
resolutions. One is being
co-introduced with Council menber
Bass and the other is being
co-introduced with Council nmenber
Rue Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the

privileged resol utions.
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CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and honoring Dr. Arlene Parsons
Bennett for her contributions to
the Gty as a pronmi nent comunity
organi zer and the first Black woman
to graduate fromthe University of
Pennsyl vani a' s Medi cal School, on
the occasion of Winen's History
Mont h.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
April 2025 as Sexual Assault
Awar eness Month and Cel ebrating the
Extraordinary Efforts of WOAR -

Phi | adel phi a's Center Agai nst
Sexual Vi ol ence.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT

JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
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pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The next order of
busi ness, as there are no reports
fromcommttees, is the
consi deration of the Cal endar.

The Chair recognizes
Majority Leader G | nore Richardson
for the purpose of calling up bills
and resol utions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar s.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,

M. President.

The following bills and
resol utions are being called up
fromthe Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars today: Nos.
250245, 250255 and 250066- A.

The followng bills and
resolutions on the Cal endar are

bei ng hel d: 250168, 250250,
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250251, 250252, 250253, 250254,
240333 and 240665.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

Bef ore considering the
bills and resolutions, we wl|l
consi der public comment as follows:
Your public conments must concern
matters on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endars for
possi bl e action at today's Counci l
sessi on.

Al'l speakers nust sign
up in order to testify. If you're
not already signed up for today's
sessi on, please do so now by giving
your nane to Ms. Hasson at the
table outside the rails to ny left.
Once you have signed up, you wl|
be called in the order in which
your nane appears on the sign-up
sheet .

Under i dea
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ci rcunstances, the comenters each
will have three mnutes to speak.
However, this tinme limt may vary
from session-to-session. The tine
limt will be today two m nutes.
In order to be fair to all those
wi shing to speak, | intend to hold
faith to the two-mnute limt.

When you begi n speaki ng,
you will see a green light on the
podium \Where there are 30 seconds
remaining to your time, the |ight
will turn yellow which is your
rem nder to conclude your remarKks.
Once two m nutes have passed, the
light will turn red and the
Sergeant-at-Arnms wi |l di sconnect
the m crophone.

At that point please
yield the podiumto the next
speaker if you have not already
done so. | also reserve the right

pursuant to our rules of Council to
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limt repetitious comments on the
sanme subject matter.

Il wll now ask the Chief
Clerk to please read the nane of
our first speaker.

CH EF CLERK:
Representative Andre Carroll.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: My Arlene
Bennett Ahmad, Kate Perez.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: First, we
have Representative Andre Carroll
Then our Arlene Bennett Ahnad.

Then Kate Perez, Julia Cadwal | ander
and Jereny Bl atstein al so nake
their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

STATE REPRESENTATI VE
CARROLL: Thank you. For the
record, |I'm State Representative

Andre D. Carroll. | have the
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privilege of serving the 201st
Legislative District, which covers
nei ghbor hoods Ger mant own, Logan and
West QGak Lane of Phil adel phi a.

| want to say thank you,
Counci | President, and thank you to
the nmenbers of City Council for
having me here today. | want to
t hank you, Council nenber Landau,
for your exceptional work and
advocacy in this space. Thank you
for also the conpanion resol ution
for the resolution that I
i ntroduced in the Pennsyl vani a
St ate House that woul d make March
17th Bayard Rustin Day in
Pennsyl vani a and now Bayard Rustin
Day in Phil adel phi a.

Bayard Rustin, for many
who don't know, is first and
forenost a Pennsyl vani an born and
rai sed in West Chester, Pa, but he

al so was the curator of the 1963
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March on Washi ngton for jobs and
freedom as well he was a big
conponent in the Gvil R ghts
Movenent, which a lot of us are the
beneficiaries of that novenent.

And because of his
sexuality, he was witten out of
history. And as the second openly
Bl ack gay State Representative in
the state of Pennsylvania, | felt
that it was ny due diligence to
make sure that he's uplifted in
this tine. And |ater on today we
wi Il be joined by Dom ngo Col man.
I'"mlooking forward to that as
wel | .

| want to thank you
al so, Counci |l menber Landau, for
your resolution around Transgender
Day of Visibility, which is this
Monday. My col | eagues across the
aisle in the Senate, our Republican

Senate, Senators, have introduced
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some anti-trans bills this week
that | ook forward to defeating
when | get back to the State House
next nont h.

But I want to in this
monent lift up that as we | ook at
our trans-senbl ance, their
exi stence is not a threat to the
exi stence of anyone else. And we
have to renmenber that these folks
deserve to exist as the sane as
anyone else. So | really want to
thank you for that. The late
Dr. Martin Luther King said it
best, A threat to justice
anywhere -- well, injustice
anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere. Sorry, | stand
corrected. | do not want to
m squote him So | want to thank
you for your tinme today.

Appreci ate you and thank you for

t he amazi ng worKk.
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(Appl ause.)

DR. BENNETT: Good
nmor ni ng, Council President, nenbers
of the Council and the speci al
friends of mne, Councilworman C ndy
Bass and Counci | woman N na Ahmad.
Thank you very much for inviting ne
here today and recogni zi ng the work
that 1've done over the years.

| just have a few things
to say. | love Philadelphia. It's
nmy hone. It's the hone of ny
parents. | went to public schools.
| went to Bl ankenburg, Shoeneker.

I didn't know WIt Chanberl ain, but
| could see him

Fromthere, | went to
Grls Hgh, Cass of 1951. Didn't
have the noney to go directly into
college so | went into the Ar
Force. | was an airborne radio
mechanic, but | attribute this al

to ny parents, ny teachers, the
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opportunities that | had in
Phi | adel phia. It's ny honme. |It's
your hone and | love it, and |
t hank you so very nuch for having
nme here today.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Kate Perez, Julia Cadwal | ander,
Jereny Blatstein. And may Aut umm
Wnde and Megan Mal kenes al so nake
their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

M5. PEREZ: |'m Kate
Perez. And Trunp's policies target
mar gi nal i zed groups, civil rights
and threaten all Americans, whether
by financially crushing
institutions |ike pausing $175
mllion to Penn with the excuse of
a transgender athlete conpeting
years ago, shutting down research

studi es for having words |ike
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gender identity and ejecting
visiting researchers at the border
on the basis that nessages
criticizing Trunp's repressive
research policies anmount to
terrorism

How | ong until passing
resol utions puts you on a terrori st
list? Hundreds of Pal estinian
nurses and doctors are being held
Wi t hout charge on suspicion of
terrorism which allows the Israeli
Cccupation to hold themin torture
canps indefinitely, with many
reporting coercing confessions
t hrough torture.

The recent deportations
of Venezuel ans shows that just
suspi cion of gang affiliation is
enough for the American gover nnment
to ignore court orders and deport
you to a terrorist prison in

anot her country with no due
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process. Since the beginning of
tinme, Palestinians have told us
they will never leave their |and
and | condemn Trunp's use of the
word voluntary transfer in place of
et hni ¢ cl eansi ng.

Beyond cutting waivers
and research funding, the President
I S weaponi zi ng deportation against
protected speech, using ICEto
di sappear political dissenters
wi t hout ever revealing a badge
nunber, warrant or just cause,
where green cards can be revoked
for hurting the President's
feelings and I CE can hold citizens
wi t hout charge as col |l atera
arrests.

| CE det ai nees are not
entitled to representation |ike
those arrested by the police. W
know for a fact that Palestine wll

be free, and every dollar we give
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to destroy it is wasted. W should
condemm Trunp repealing a policy
that tried to ensure U S. weapons
were not used in war crines,
especially as we supply 80% of

| srael's weapons |ike the ones used
to drop on the Red Cross
headquarters in Southern Gaza this
week or dropped on the Al -Mwasi
saf e zone.

The Occupation bl ocked
all aid fromentering since the 9th
and has ranped up their nass
casualties, refusing to coordinate
rescue operations, |eaving
t housands to bleed or starve to
death on hospital floors.

We shoul d call on
Congress to support Bonnie Watson's
call for the nedia arns enbargo
And the last thing we want to do is
normal i ze the destruction of free

speech and pronote a sister city
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t hat designates children and
toddlers as legitimate mlitary
targets. Free Palestine. Arns
enbar go now.

(Appl ause.)

M5. CADWALLANDER:  Good
norning. My name is Julia
Cadwal | ander. |'mthe Managi ng
Director of Read by 4th. Thank
you, Council nmenber Phillips, for
recogni zi ng the work of our
canpai gn today.

Read by 4th is
Phi | adel phia's grade-level literacy
canpai gn, and our mssion is to
ensure that every child in
Phi | adel phi a can read on grade
| evel by the tine they enter 4th
gr ade.

Read by 4th is a
coalition of partners across the
city who are invested in protecting

our children's right to read. The
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readi ng captains here with us

t oday, including the Council

Presi dent, represent hundreds of
fol ks across the city who vol unt eer
to help famlies in their

nei ghbor hood know how t o support
their children's literacy

devel opnent .

Qur partners nobilize
their communities to be chanpions
for literacy and we know that the
communi ty has al ways been the heart
of hope, resistance and change, and
that is so needed in this nonment
when we see attacks on public
education. No matter what else is
happening in the country we know
that Philadelphia is a city that
cares about reading. W wll not
gi ve up on our children.

The Cty has made
significant investnent in the

sci ence of reading and structured
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literacy. W boast the area's
first teacher prep prograns that
include this in their training, and
we have a grow ng nunber of
resources for famlies to access
hi gh- dosage tutoring for kids who
need nore hel p.

We are nmki ng progress
and we need to continue to invest
I n evidence based practices for the
| ong haul. Thank you to our
partners who nake this work
possi bl e, to our dedicated reading
captains and this Gty Council who
ensure that Phil adel phia remains a
city that cares about reading and
protects our children's right to
read. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, BLATSTEIN. Hell o,
Gty Council. M nane is Jereny
Blatstein. |'mhere in support of

Bill No. 250245. |t nopves | and out
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of the Phil adel phia Land Bank. For
Turn the Key, right, Turn the Key,
let's talk about it. 900 houses
have been approved. 450 are under
construction. 235 are conpl et ed.
195 are sold. 75 of those are sold
to Gty enpl oyees, sone being your
staffers in this room And 23 are
under agreenent for sale. That's
$13.6 nmillion in Turn the Key
nortgages. It's working.

But the problemw th the
Land Bank is the RCO process and
their involvenent. W're going to
tal k about a hypothetical situation
right now \What if your wfe, your
aunt, was the head of an RCO, would
that be a conflict of interest?

So if your aunt was
runni ng an RCO and was preventing
devel opnent from happeni ng and was
hol ding up the process, it should

be di scussed and tal ked about.
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It's just sonmething to keep in mnd
as we nove forward, right. That's
the reason why we need to
streamine this process so that
there's no conflict of interest
when this happens. W need to nmake
sure that we get housing built
right. Housing, housing, housing,
housi ng, that's what Myor Parker
wants. That's what | care about.
That's why | conme up here every day
or every week, sorry. And | just
want to acknow edge Council nman
Thomas with his chanpi onshi p gane

t oday.

Rai se your hand, because
we' re tal king about SEPTA, if you
rode SEPTA in the | ast week. Al
right. Look at these hands. No
hands from Council. W got sone
staffers. | know there m ght be
sone people out there that don't

want to raise their hand, even if
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they' re riding.

But based on this, we
know t hat nobody from Gty Counci
except for Council man President
Johnson has rode SEPTA in the | ast
-- this year. | don't think that's
true, but Council man Thomas rode it
with me |ast Friday.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

(I naudi bl e) .

MR BLATSTEIN. In the
| ast three nonths, this year. You
did it |ast year.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

(1 naudi bl e).

MR. BLATSTEIN. It still
counts. He's the first, the OG
But Council man Thomas did ride with
me on Friday. So, Council man
Thomas, thank you for that, and
ride the ride and grow Philly to 2

mllie. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
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CH EF CLERK: W have
Aut umm Wnde and Megan Mal kenes.
May Shane Jani ck, Kysheen W/ son
and Deni se Anderson al so make their
way to the podium

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. WNDE: H . M nane
s Autum Wnde. Good norni ng.
|'"ma paralegal at Community Lega
Servi ces, which provides free civil
| egal assistance for |owincone
Phi | adel phians. |'m here today on
behal f of CLS to support the
resol uti on opposing the Trunp
Adm ni stration's suspensi on of
I nconme-driven repaynent plans for
student loans and its attenpt to
politicize the Public Service Loan
For gi veness Program W thank
Counci | renber Landau for addressing
this inportant issue.

Oh, sorry. W thank
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Counci | renber Landau for addressing
this inportant issue to our
clients. M work at CLS focuses on
hel pi ng | ow i ncone Phi | adel phi ans
who are struggling with consumner
debt, much of that work involves
hel pi ng people to navigate their
student |l oans and trying to find
t he nost sustainable and affordable
repaynent options for them

Here in Phil adel phi a
over 300, 000 residents had nore
than 11 billion in student |oan
debt. Incone-driven repaynent
plans offer a lifeline. They allow
borrowers to nmake affordable
paynments based on incone and famly
size, and they open the door to
| oan forgiveness after a set
peri od.

And for public service
wor kers, these plans called IDR

pl ans, are often the only path to
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qualify for public service |oan
forgi veness, a program Congress
created to support those who

dedi cate their careers to serving
their communities. Mst of ny
clients qualify for inconme-driven
repaynent plans and woul d be unabl e
to afford any other plans. Wthout
an af fordabl e paynent agreenent,
the risks of defaults can include
garni shnent of wages and Soci al
Security as well as seizure of
federal tax returns.

The Departnent of
Education's recent actions have
thrown these critical lifelines
into chaos. In response to a court
ruling, the Departnent of Education
went nmuch further than necessary
and effectively shut down all IDR
pl ans, including those that were
never in question. Yesterday as a

result of a legal challenge to this
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action, the departnment returned the
| DR applications to its website,

but they have yet to make
commtnents for when they wll
resune the processing of
applications.

Maki ng matters worse, a
new executive order charges the
Departnent of Education with
writing new regul ati ons that appear
I ntended to exclude public service
wor kers from | oan forgiveness based
on the popul ation they serve. At
CLS we stand ready to help.

| f you have
constituents, which you do with
student loans, CLS is a resource
that is open for | owincone
residents of Phil adel phia. Qur
I ntake process for newclients is
posted on our website. W are also
avail able for information sessions

to ensure borrowers of the rights
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and to help them get the help they
need.

We urge Gty Council to
pass this resolution and send a
strong nessage that Phil adel phia
stands wi th borrowers agai nst
unl awful actions and in favor of
econom c justice. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. MALKEMES: Cood
nmorning, Gty Council. M nane is
Megan Mal kenmes and |' m a nenber of
POXER Interfaith representing the
Hunti ng Park Coalition, a grow ng
base of community nenbers in
Hunting Park, building our
coll ective political power in both
Counci | renber Young and Lozada's
Districts. And I'"'mhere to testify
in support of Bill No. 250245.

So | was raised in
Boston and grew up in a

nei ghbor hood very simlar to
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Hunting Park. And what brought ne
to Philly besides ny love for its
people, its culture and its
strength was al so no | onger being
able to afford rent in nmy forner
nei ghbor hood.

And |I'm here today
because | know what gentrification
| ooks and feels |ike. And when I
hear as | listen to the stories of
i fel ong Phil adel phi ans deeply
concerns nme. And as |'ve |listened
to the stories of the people of
Hunting Park, | hear stories of
el ders living on fixed incones,
unable to afford rising property
t axes.

| hear residents express
fear as they watch rent in their
nei ghbor hood cl i nb hundreds of
dol l ars year after year. | hear
stories of homeowners being

har assed by devel opers trying to
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buy their hones for exploitative
prices. And since noving to
Philly, | nyself have struggled to
find housing |I can afford.

Despite relying on SEPTA
and working full-time, finding
housing | can afford in North
Philly has been a struggle. And ny
access to housing has consistently
felt based on |uck, luck that I
have been protected by the people
of the city when our housing
resources have been not enough.

And so, Gty Council
' m here today because I'mtired.
The peopl e of Phil adel phia are
tired. W're tired of having to
use our resources to bridge the
gaps between what our people
desperately need and what resources
the Gty has to offer. And we're
tired of the devel opers whose

profit notive is driving this
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housi ng crisis, being asked what
shoul d be done about housi ng before
we are.

And so, Gty Council
I''m here before you today with a
guestion, who do you work for? And
| ask this question not as an
accusation but an invitation. The
people of this city are eager to
partner with you on creating new
housi ng possibilities and they just
want to know if you'll join them

W want to partner with
you, Council nenbers Young and
Lozada, to try and solve this
problem And so, we'll be hosting
a town hall on May 3rd at G bson
Tenpl e Bapti st Church. W hope to
see you there and begin this
partnershi p. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. JANI CK: CGood

norni ng, Gty Council nenbers and
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all guests. | really appreciate
the opportunity to speak today. M
name i s Shane Jani ck, the Executive
Director of The Arc of

Phi | adel phia. W're part of the

| ar gest advocacy network for people
with intellectual and devel opnent al
disabilities. And we're here in
support of Council nenber Brooks'
resol ution to acknow edge March as
Devel opnental Disabilities

Awar eness Month here for the city
of Phi | adel phi a.

W want to cel ebrate
that introduction of that
resolution. I'malso here to speak
on behal f of my ol der brother David
Jani ck. He has a variety of
conpl ex di agnoses that include
intell ectual and devel opnent al
di sabilities, and he uses our hone-
and conmuni ty-based services system

24/ 7 to support his livelihood.
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And | wanted to really
cel ebrate this resol ution and
acknow edge what awareness really
nmeans for the conmunity with
devel opnental disabilities. This
is a community that has been
historically segregated away from
society. W' ve created
institutionalized settings in past
generations to actively not be
aware of this comunity. And so,
this is a huge stride in the
Disability Rights Mywvenent for the
Cty of Phil adel phi a.

And one thing that we
can now do with this stride is put
that in lockstep with our state
col | eagues and federal coll eagues
to start devel oping a strong hone-
and conmuni ty-based services system
in order to support our people with
devel op intell ectual and

devel opnental disabilities that are

Page 106

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

3/ 27/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT
our nei ghbors, no longer in
institutionalized care.

And so, | just really
wanted to cel ebrate that and put
support forward fromthe Arc of
Phi | adel phia for the resol ution.
It's a huge stride and we really
appreciate it. And especially with
what's going on federally, it's now
nore than ever we need to create a
nmore inclusive society with the
attacks on our honme- and community-
based services system which is
entirely funded by Medicaid dollars
at the state and federal |evel.

And so, this resolution, is a step
in the right direction and one that
we fully support. Thank you very
much.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Kysheen W1 son, Deni se Anderson.

And may Lurline Jones, Margaret
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Laram e, Joshua Stein and Karriem

Sweets al so make their way to the

podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR. WLSON: Cood
nor ni ng, Phil adel phia Council. M

nanme i s Kysheen Wl son, the

Chai rman and founder of the Hunting
Park Coalition. 1'mhere for the
Land Bank bill, and I'mhere to
express why affordable |iving nust
be at the forefront of the
conversation about affordable
housing in our comunities.

It's not just about
bui | di ng honmes. It's about nmaking
sure that famlies can actually
afford to live, work and grow in
t he nei ghbor hood that they cal
home for generations. | know
firsthand how difficult it has been

navi gati ng housing in the very
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comunity that | care so nuch
about .

|'"ve seen famlies
struggle to keep up with rising
causes, forced out of their hones,
wat chi ng as the nei ghborhood they
hel p build becone inaccessible to
them |[|'ve watched elderly who
have lived in a community for
decades facing the heartbreaking
reality of being priced out, and |
have spoken to young peopl e who
wonder if they'll ever be able to
afford a hone where they grow up.

Too often rising costs
and gentrification pushed famlies
out, forcing themto start over
with little to no resources. Wen
we prioritize affordable |iving
t hrough fair wages, rent control,
access to essential services, we
create stability, and stability

nmeans that our young peopl e can
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remain in the sane school, |oca
busi nesses could thrive and
famlies won't have to choose

bet ween paying rent and putting
food on the table.

But it's nore than --
it's nore about -- |I'msorry. But
it's about nore than just
stability. A thriving community
isn't one where only a few can
afford to live. |It's one where
everyone has a fair shot of
success. Prioritizing affordable
living isn't just about today.
It's about securing a future where
our communities don't just survive
but they thrive. Let's nmake
affordability a priority and not an
afterthought. Qur communities
deserve that.

And lastly, | would |ike
for Council's 7th District and

Council's 5th District to cone out
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to our town hall My 3rd, Saturday,
2025. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. ANDERSON:.  Good
norning. My nanme is Denise
Anderson. |'ma nmenber of POAER
Interfaith representing Servant
Partners and Spirit and Truth
Fel | owshi p, which are in
Counci | renber Young's and
Counci | mrenber Lozada's Districts.
' m deeply concerned about the
rising rent costs, property taxes
and i ncreased displacenent in our
city. 1've had conversations with
20 peopl e in ny nei ghborhood and
they' re concerned too.

|"ma m ddl e-i ncone
person living in Fair H I, which
Is the second | owest inconme zip
code in Phil adel phia. Wen |
bought my little three bedroom

rowhone 10 years ago, it cost ne
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$50,000. My nortgage is |ess than
$300 a nonth. | don't have

probl ens affordi ng ny nortgage.

But the house | bought was over 100
years old |li ke every other house in
nmy nei ghbor hood because ny

nei ghbor hood has al ways been | ow

i ncone.

For generations,
famlies have struggled to keep up
with repairs on their houses.
Houses in ny nei ghborhood are cheap
to buy but expensive to own. |'ve
had to put at |east $30,000 into ny
house over the last 10 years to
keep it livable for ny famly,
ri pping out a noldy kitchen,
repairing floors and fixing a | eaky
r oof .

Many ot her friends and
nei ghbors in ny nei ghborhood cannot
afford these types of repairs. |

have one friend who inherited a
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house from her nother who had to
abandon the house because her fl oor
was buckling. Another friend
managed to buy a honme through a
rent-to-own deal and had to | eave
hers because a | eaky roof nade the
wal s and floors rot. The
renovati on was so expensive that
she abandoned this famly asset
because she couldn't pay it.

A third nenber -- a
third nei ghbor had to | eave her
house when she paid a contractor to
renovate her kitchen and he ri pped
out the old kitchen and never
replaced it. Houses in ny
nei ghbor hood are still incredibly
af fordable. You can buy a three-
bedr oom house for |ess than
$100, 000, but they're not livable.
There needs to be nore robust and
wel | -funded prograns in place to

hel p | owincone people repair their
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100-year-ol d homes so that they can
hold on to fam |y assets and be
able to make the choice to stay in
their honmes, especially in the face
of rising costs and new

devel opnent .

I n concl usi on, we want
to partner with you, Council nmenbers
Young and Lozada, to try and sol ve
these problens. W'IlIl be hosting a
town hall in the 5th District on
May 3rd at 3:00 p.m, and we hope
you'll join us to begin this
partnershi p. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you.

M5. LARAM E: (Good
norning. |'m Margaret Laram e and
al so a nenber of POAER Interfaith
and ny church Riverward's Church,
whi ch spans Council man Squilla and
Counci | person Lozada's Districts.

' m deeply concerned about rising
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rents and property taxes and the
i ncreased housing insecurity that
t hey cause.

My nei ghbor hood near
Sonerset and Arami ngo, |'ve talked
with nore than a dozen peopl e over
a couple of years, there's a | ot of
worry about the future. But it's
not nuch tal ked about, especially
anongst the elderly because it's
just too big and scary and there's
a sense of what's the use anyway.

| recently asked a
grandnot her across the street if
she'd be interested in a | owrent
seni ors apartnent conpl ex near by,
whi ch was just opening up in
January. And she whispered, no.
Why? Her daughter with a young
child can't afford the house rent
wi t hout her noms incone. Wat
happens next when the elderly

person is no | onger there?
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But on ny m nd today
nostly are frustration sonme friends
went through over the | ast year.
One rented froma famly friend
under the table when she was on the
street after a hospital stay. Most
of her SSDI went out in cash the
first of the nonth, the I and | ady
standing at the bank leaving little
| eft for phone, |aundry,
transportation, personal hygi ene
and ot her needs for her and her
daught er.

Lo and behol d, | ast
Sept enber her Section 8 case cane
up. | didn't think they ever cane
up for anybody. They're like a
myth. Things noved really fast,
but there were very few apartnents
in her area accepting PHA.  She
agreed to one, but couldn't get the
paperwork done in tinme and it was

gi ven to soneone el se.
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Counci l man Squi l | a,
bet ween Sonerset and Canbri a,
(i naudi bl e) and Tulip, a whole
little affordable community has
bl oonmed. Zillow lists Sonerset
Station as PHA Wel conme. | haven't
seen that nmuch. GCkay. Also, G ace
Townhones, a WCRP devel opnent ri ght
there, plus the | owincone senior
apartnents on Janney Street, they
were all quickly filled and now t he
waiting list, the years-Ilong
waiting list.

I n concl usi on, we want
to partner with you to nultiply
t hese affordabl e housing efforts.
| whol eheartedly support the Land
Bank bill under consideration, No.
250245. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have
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Joshua Stein, Karriem Sweets. My
Aaron Bonfante and Adel ai de Lyl e
al so make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. JONES: Cood
norning, City Council. M nane is
Lurline Jones, and |I'm a nenber of
PONER. And | represent St. Paul's
Bapti st Church, which is in
Counci |l man Young's District. |I'm
deeply concerned about the increase
in taxes that's nmaki ng our
nei ghbor hood or making the
St. Paul's nei ghborhood al nost
unaf f or dabl e.

As a lifelong
Phi | adel phi an and a st akehol der and
a full-fledged | over of our great
city, I would Iike for Gty
Council, the Mayor, to nake sure
better and affordable housing is

avai |l abl e and not just for seniors.
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We hear a | ot about seniors and |'m
a senior.

However, | know t hat
seniors are having a problem They
can't get their house fixed, so big
busi ness conmes in and takes over
the property which neans that al
as the property goes up better,
then also the taxes go up. But |I'm
al so concerned about those young
people who are just trying to start
out, those young famlies who are
grow ng. And nost inportant, we
need housing that neets the needs
of those with disabilities. W
cannot afford to allow big business
and big noney to influence the
necessity of affordable |iving

condi ti ons.

So, therefore, | invite
nmy Counci | person Young, | also
invite Council person Phillips to

al so come out on May 5th to our
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neeting so that we can understand
where you are. W can al so back
you, and we want to partner with
you. We want to be a part of what
we can do to solve the living
conditions of our great city.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

M5. STEIN: Good
nmorning. My name is Joshua Stein,
not /Stine/. | am an undergraduate
social work student at a university
outside the city. | intern at an
organi zation called the Sinple Wy
in Kensington. |'mhere with POAER
Interfaith as well to express
concern about what |'ve seen on the
ground during ny internship related
to rising rent costs, property
t axes, increased displacenent in

the city.
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Before | began worki ng
i n the Kensington nei ghborhood, |
consistently heard a particul ar
narrative or an i mage about what
Kensi ngton | ooks |ike and who the
i ndi vidual s are that make up the
fabric of this neighborhood. What
people told nme is a version of the
truth that focuses on a
sensationalized, albeit real issues
t hi s nei ghbor hood faces, a |arge
unhoused popul ati on, substance
abuse, crime, nore.

What people don't see
t hough are the countl ess residents
of the nei ghborhood who have |ived
there for decades and are now
facing the risk of displacenent
because of rapidly rising rent
costs. This is not to nention the
alarmng rate at which
gentrification from Fi shtown and,

to a | esser extent, Port Ri chnond
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IS seeping into the community.

As |'ve gotten to know
t he nei ghborhood, |'ve observed a
few things during ny tinme there
rel ated to housing that concern ne.
One thing in particular | want to
hi ghlight is the presence of vacant
lots. Divestnent has left many
vacant |ots, abandoned buil di ngs,
old industrial sites and nore in
t he nei ghborhood, and these becone
a hot spot for the billion dollar
drug trade and drug-rel ated
vi ol ence.

There is a vacant | ot
just down the block fromwhere |
work at the Sinple Way. Part of
what our organi zation does is we
buy vacant |ots and convert themin
comunity gardens to grow fresh
fruit and vegetables with the
nei ghbors and turn sonet hi ng

destructive into sonething
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beauti ful .

But when | questioned ny
boss about why we can't buy this
particul ar vacant | ot which can be
conduci ve to crine, she expl ai ned,
a private devel oper already owns it
and is holding it waiting for the
value to go up. This is not an
i solated incident. Private
devel opers can swoop in on vacant
| ots and hold the property just
waiting for the value to
accunulate. This is not only
predatory, it destroys comunities.

It rai ses housing costs
for long-tine residents by limting
the availability of affordable
housi ng as well as encouragi ng
crime. So we want to partner with
you, Council nenbers Young and
Lozada, to try and solve this
problem We'll be holding a town
hall. | echo what Meg said on My
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3rd at G bson Tenpl e Bapti st
Church. We hope that you'll be
there. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

Chai r recogni zes
Counci | woman Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
I'"d like to recomrend that if you
all want to invite us to a
comunity event, ny office is in
484. Pl ease make sure you stop by
and drop off the information so
t hat we know.

Because you all have
given us the information here, not
just me, anybody, right, it's
difficult to make sure that |
actually can attend and |I'm happy
to attend. | just want to nake
sure that you all know that ny
office is in 484. |'m happy to

attend any community neeting.
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Thank you.

M5. LYLE: Hello. MW
nanme i s Adelaide Lyle. [|'ma Penn
student living in Council nmenber
Gauthier's District and a nenber of
PONER I nterfaith as well. As
ot hers have said, |'mdeeply
concerned about the rising rent
costs, property taxes and increased
di spl acenent in our city.

' ve had conversations
wi th other students and residents
i n West Phil adel phia and they are
too. |'m concerned because in the
three and a half years that |'ve
lived in Philadel phia, |'ve seen
how devel opers work with
uni versities to push out | ocal
resi dents and destroy comrunities.
Every tinme | take SEPTA, | wal k
past 40th and Market and see the
enpty lot that used to be the UC

Townhones.
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Two years ago there
woul d have been children, their
parents, elders, spending tine
together outside. | w tnessed how
ny nei ghbors, the people living in
those 70 units, took care of one
anot her and advocated for people
across the nei ghborhood. They
created art, built rel ationships
wi th other West Phil adel phia
resi dents and students and brought
life to the nei ghborhood.

The eviction of UC
Townhone residents not only broke
up that comunity but further
gentrified West Phil adel phia. For
t he sake of devel opers and Penn
donors, local residents had to pack
up their lives and nove all over
the city, leaving their hones,
school s, doctors, public
transportati on and ot her forns of

support .
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The vi ol ent di spl acenent
of West Phil adel phia residents is
not uni que to the UC Townhones.
Across the nei ghborhood I see how
Penn and its allies continue to
expand into residential
nei ghbor hoods, repl aci ng peopl e's
homes wi th academ c¢ bui | di ngs,
parking |ots and | uxury housing.
Peopl e' s hones are being destroyed
so that Penn donors can have
anot her pl ace to park.

By prioritizing the
needs of devel opers, the Cty
failed all West Phil adel phia
residents. W don't want nore
| uxury housi ng, higher rents and
nore evictions. W want to
preserve conmunity. W want a
reasonabl e cost of living. W want
to work and go to school in a
nei ghbor hood and city that protects

us.
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I n conclusion, we want
to partner with you, Council menber
Gauthier, to try to solve these
problens. W'IlI|l be hosting a town
hall in your District on May 4th at
Salt and Light Church, and we hope
you'll join us to begin this
partnershi p. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Ethan Stein, Kathleen Brindle. My
Rebecca Graham WMatthew Kerr,
| sai ah Robi nson and Shyl ynn Bl ack
al so make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR, STEIN. H, all,
Counci | renbers. M nane is Ethan
Stein. | amthe North Phil adel phi a
organi zer for POXER Interfaith.
And | amrepresenting congregations
i ke Wayl and Tenple, Mrris Brown
AME, Hunting Park Coalition, G bson
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Tenpl e Bapti st Church, Spirit and
Truth and others, which in a

conbi nati on of Council menber Young
and Bass -- oh, not Bass, and
Lozada's District.

' m deeply concerned
about the rising rent costs,
property taxes and increased
di spl acenent in our city. And |I've
had conversations over the |last two
years wth hundreds of residents
and menbers within these
congregations, and |I'm concerned
not only because | amthe organi zer
for PONER but because |'ve had
personal famly nenbers struggle
with housing in the city.

| have an aunt and four
cousi ns who were honel ess and when
they went to the City for energency
housi ng, they weren't able to
recei ve anything. They got a

possibility of a waiver in maybe

Page 129

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

3/ 27/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT
six nonths. And so, ny famly had
to work to scrounge up noney so
that the rest of ny famly wasn't
honmel ess. And we're tal ki ng about
a woman with four kids that was a
victimof domestic abuse. And if
soneone |like that can't get housing
in an energency situation, who can
in the city.

And so, for that reason
and because | nyself ama father
who wants to have housing for ny
famly and provide for them | want
that for all the residents of North
Phi | adel phi a and Phi | adel phi a.
broadly. | want to invite
Counci | mrenber Young and Lozada to
sol ve these problens with us. And
we' Il be hosting a town hall on My
3rd at G bson Tenpl e Bapti st
Church. W'IlIl get you the
i nformation and we'd | ove to begin

this partnership. Thank you.
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(Appl ause.)

M5. GRENDEL: Good
nmorning. My nanme is Katie G endel,
and I'"ma youth mnister from
Frankford in Council woman Lozada's
District here with POAER Interfaith
and Servant Partners. Today | want
to speak in support of the Land
Bank bill and about how the futures
of our youth are stifled by the
ri sing housing costs and property
t axes.

In 2022 | becane the
first independent woman in ny
famly to purchase a hone because
of a first-tinme honebuyers
honmeowners grant program
Addi tionally, w thout the Honestead
Tax Exenption program | wll
easi |y experience financi al
hardshi p as property taxes increase
in our city. Wwen | first

purchased ny home, | felt proud and
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hopeful. | enjoyed seeing ny youth
expand their dreans as | told them
that they too could own hones one
day.

Today | think of the
housi ng futures of two young nen
|'ve had the honor of working wth.
One spent many years in the foster
care systemand his one dreamis to
finally have a honme of his own. He
deserves this hope. But in the
City's housing climate, | am
fearful he will never be able to
afford this dream

The ot her young man
consistently struggl ed attending
hi gh school for three years. He
routinely told ne he was j ust
waiting for his dad to save up
enough noney to buy a hone so he
coul d have a sense of stability and
be able to focus in class. Instead

he has bounced around from couch to
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couch over the past two years and
he dropped out of high school this
week.

Af f or dabl e housi ng has
the power to change the trajectory
and the | egacies of our youth.
Today | wonder if nmy youth can
truly afford to dream of their own
homes. W thout supportive
prograns, honmeownershi p was
i npossible for me. And | fear
opportunities |like these are
becom ng | ess accessi bl e every day
for the working-class peopl e of
Fr ankf or d.

Cty Council, | am here
today because | feel hope rapidly
succunbing to despair. | despair
when devel opers have greater access
to properties in ny neighborhood
than our own children. | despair
when | tell the story of how

bought my home and the first words
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| hear are | could never do that.
Hopeful |y, you don't |ose your hone
to property tax or | never knew
that there were prograns to help ne
buy a hone.

Counci | woman Lozada, are
you willing to nake changes in
support of the dreans and
aspirations of our young people
when so nmuch is already stacked
agai nst then? Please show us with
your actions that the futures of
our youth matter to you and attend
wth us at the town hall on May 3rd
at G bson Bapti st Tenple Church.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Rebecca Graham WMatthew Kerr,
| sai ah Robi nson, Shyl ynn Bl ack.

May Tal ona Col eman and Davi d
Al exander Jenkins al so make their

way to the podi um
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(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR, GRAHAM  Good
nor ni ng, Counci | nenbers, the Beyond
the Bars community and guests. MW
nanme i s Becca Graham and I'mthe
proud Program Director for the
organi zation that we're honoring
today. |'ve lived in Philadel phia
for alnost 12 years. And during
that tine, 1've worked as a
bartender, a freel ance-teaching
artist, an arts nonprofit
adm ni strator and a performng
artist. I'mgrateful to live in
such an arts-rich city, one that
has provided ne with severa
opportunities to work in nearly
every type of conmunity with every
type of young person.

|"ve heard the stories
of young fol ks of all backgrounds

and experiences about their joys
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and frustrations to the nmedi um of
songwiting and |live perfornmance,
bravely expressing the ful
spectrum of their enotions. Since
joining the BTB conmunity in August
2023, 1've witnessed nore beauti ful
exanples of this work that | can
count .

We neet students at
comunity hubs, trauma centers,
clinics, juvenile detention
facilities, charter schools, rec
centers, places equipped wth brand
new gear and tools, but in nost
cases, spaces that are severely
underresourced and working with
what little they have.

I f BTB can hel p augnent
and expand what is available in
these centers, we will. And if
it's not within our capacity, we
have not hesitated to call upon the

awesone partners and | eaders within
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our evergrow ng ecosystemto give a
hand.

After 10 years, 55 nusic
| abs built and thousands of youth
served, we are very proud of what
we' ve done to open avenues for our
students, teachers and staff to
expand access to the Philly arts
and culture community. W owe it
to those we serve, especially our
young | eaders and artists, to
provi de spaces of quality, not only
I n the physical equi pnment we
provide |ike guitars and | MAX, but
wi th thoughtful and inforned
culturability and nentorship as
wel | .

| especially want to
shout out the day 1 nenbers of
Beyond the Bars, many of whom are
here today. These are fol ks that
started as young students buil di ng

up their nmusic creation and
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performance skills. They becane
student teachers in what was
probably their first job in
opportunity learning, to |ead

cl assroons and are now part of our
tal ented group of adult teachers
and adm ni strative staff.

Wiile we're excited for
our community nmenbers to choose any
career path, especially they can
remain in our city, it is an
exanpl e of a beautiful full-circle
nonment that we cel ebrate, know ng
that there is potential wthin each
and every one of us to grow and
gi ve back.

Lastly, | want to thank
every person that has crafted this
resolution. Beyond the Bars is
grateful to be acknow edged and be
in the conpany of so many yout h-
centered organi zati ons that have

cone before us and exi st al ongside
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us. Let's all work when -- let's
all continue to do our part because
there's no short of work when it
conmes to providing the young fol ks
of our city, spaces to express
t hensel ves through the vehicle of
nmusi c. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, KERR. Hello. M
name is Matthew Kerr and | am a
Co-director of Beyond the Bars.
Thank you so nmuch to Gty Counci
for having us today. 10 years ago
Beyond the Bars began in a jail
cell, nyself and sone ot her anazing
comuni ty- based teaching artists.

My Co-director Chris
Thornt on, we began teachi ng sone of
t he nost amazi ng young people we've
ever met. Now, this was not just a
juvenile facility. 1t was for
youth who were tried as adults.

And during that tinme when we cane
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i n on Thursdays and Sundays, we'd
work wi th young people and we'd see
the ways in which they thrived when
they had access to music, when they
had access to a conmunity that
supported them where they could
just be a young person.

During this tinme, we
heard far too often that we were
one of their first nusic prograns
and how nmuch they w shed they had
it before as well as hearing of the
different systens that didn't serve
themin their adol escence. W
woul d hear things |ike housing
i nsecurity, food insecurity,
educational divestnent, |ack of
access to nental health resources
when trauma cane around.

So we |listened to our
young people. The young peopl e
that we taught in jail, they were

| eaders. They said, we want to
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have nore nusi cal spaces across the
city, we want to have nore spaces
where our little brothers and
sisters can |learn how to play
music. So we branched out. And 10
years later, the amazi ng Program

Di rector Becca Graham al ready
addressed it, we have 55 nusic

| abs.

Now, the way we did that
every single step of the way was
built with our community but al so
with youth | eadership. W started
as just one amazing spot called the
CEC in West Phil adel phia. And
during that tinme, we taught amazing
young peopl e, many are here today,
but too often we still heard of
t hose sane scarcities. W still
wer e teachi ng amazi ng young peopl e
pl ayi ng nusic, but they were still
tal ki ng about food insecurity or

housi ng i nsecurity and our young

Page 141

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

3/ 27/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT
peopl e, they branched out. They
said, we want to build nore spaces.

So today we're in youth
shelters, trauma clinics, foster
care, rec centers. \Werever young
peopl e are, we want to have access
to a nusical space where they can
grow not just as nusicians, but
al so as | eaders. So when you go to
Beyond the Bar space, know that
that's been built by a young
person, for a young person and now
Is being run by fornmer students in
t he program

But al so, none of this
woul d have been possibl e w thout
our amazing 75 partners. The
anmount of grassroots orgs that do
powerful work in the city, not just
musi c, but all the different
resources that we were tal king
about that is done by countl ess

grassroots orgs that definitely are
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always in need of city funding. So
not just Beyond the Bars but so, so
many amazi ng communi ty- based
grassroots, please, please, please,

continue to fund. Thank you so

much.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

MR ROBINSON: CGood
nmorning, Gty Council. | amlsaiah

Robi nson and | am a program
facilitator with Beyond the Bars.
| joined Beyond the Bars in 2020
during the pandemc. For ne, it
was just a zoom class where | can
get to learn how to play druns at
the tinme. And surely, | realized
how beautiful and | oving the
community is, and that's why |I'm
here today to talk on the

I nportance of youth enpl oynent and
the inportance of creating safe

spaces for youth.
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As | was grow ng up and
being in so many different
prograns, |'ve realized how
i nportant communities are, the
connections that we build, the
relations that we have, the spaces
that we create. These all give
yout h opportunities to be
thensel ves, to stay out of trouble
and to be able to create sonething
that they haven't dreaned of or
have. So for that, for ne it was
al ways a great opportunity.

And then having youth
enpl oynent is another thing. Wen
going to different spaces and in
di fferent places, we hear that kids
say they want to have dance cl asses
or they want to be artists or they
want to be engi neers, but they
don't have the opportunities to the
finance to find those classes. And

| think it's very inportant to
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create these spaces so then they
can go into these spots and build
those skills, because it is very
important for us to start to change
the future. And for us now to save
the future, we have to change
today. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

M5. BLACK: Hi, guys.
So ny nane is Shylynn. |'ve been
wor ki ng with Beyond the Bars for
three years now. Wen | first cane
into Beyond the Bars, | was just a
junior in high school at CAPA
This was one of the first jobs
where | actually felt nore than
just a paycheck. It was nore of
i ke a purpose where | actually
devel oped personal skills, grow h.
And now in the process of ne
becom ng a nentor with Beyond the

Bars as a teacher, | get to see ny
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experi ences take place in other
youth that were in ny position.

It's really nmeani ngful
to see how the cycle continues with
prograns |ike this and nonprofits
like this. Beyond the Bars is so
much nore to ne than just a
nonprofit. It's a conmunity that's
built to an advancenent for not
just the students and the people
working with it but as a conmmunity
as a whol e.

Yeah, |'ve worked with
so many children from so many
di fferent backgrounds where | get
to see how those children, those
needs are very inportant that they
don't al ways receive from school or
home. This is a connection where
we can bridge those gaps of
resources that we al ways need as
far as friends, people to talk to,

nment al support, food support, all

Page 146

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

3/ 27/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT
t hat .

Yeah, as I'll say as a
teacher it's really nice to see how
as | get older it -- yes. As | get
ol der, the nore | teach, the nore
the children, actually they
understand these |lessons. But it's
nore than just the nmusic. They' ve
connected through so many ot her
ways.

And al so, | just want to
add as well we do have Saturday at
8:00 p.m we have a show for our
youth. But, yeah, just to pronote
how nuch they've grown. These are
student teachers and students that
we' ve taught and worked with and
they' ve al so just had the niche of
wanting to play nusic. And from
that, they've built so nmuch nore
than just their artistry.

Okay. But | ast

i mportant | want to say, just
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comng -- |'mso nervous, sorry,
guys. The enpl oynent aspect of
this thing is one thing, but I wll
say it's definitely nore when it
conmes to the people you neet.
There's so many great people
wor ki ng with Beyond the Bars,
especially in the state of the
worl d where you don't really see
much support given. This is a
program where there's undoubtedly
enor nous anount of support. But,
yeah.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Tal ona Col eman, Davi d Al exander
Jenkins. My Tawana Fl em ng,
Vanessa Ew ng, Lynn Landes, Ogbonna
Hagi ns and Wanda Wl ker al so nake
their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
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podi um )

MR, JENKINS: Good
nor ni ng, Madam Chai r, Council and
guests in the chanber. David
Al exander Jenkins. As a point of
privilege, a special thanks to
Counci | menber Jones and to the City
of Phil adel phia for the dedication
of WIl Smth Way yest erday.

We stood as a unit
peacock proud to cel ebrate the
achi evenents of a man who, even in
his perfect inperfections, has |eft
an indelible mark on the society as
a whol e, at hone and abroad. WII
Is a cultural icon whose
achi evenents surprised ne not
because | was privileged to receive
the sanme generational w sdom from
our forefather Gegory Holly, who
arnmed all of his progeny with the
traditional American folk w sdom

that WIIl spoke to yesterday. If a
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task has once begun, never leave it
til it's done. Be the |abor great
or small, do it well or not at all.

WIIl certainly has done
it well. | rise, Madam Bass, in
favor of the resolution as brought
by Counci | nenber Landau, 250225. |
believe it was Abraham Li ncol n,
wasn't it, who touted that
governnment should do for the people
what they cannot do better by
t hensel ves.

Neverthel ess, this
Adm ni stration seens hell bent on
puni shing the norality of they whom
stand on the side of dignity and
whom chanpi on decency. The
deci sion to suspend incone-driven
repaynent plans and weaponi ze the
Public Service Loan Forgi veness
Programis not admnistrative. It
i s however ideol ogical .

It is an affront to
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t hose whom serve their conmuniti es,
t hose whom teach children, those
whom heal the sick and those who
defend the vul nerable. To
politicize access to debt relief
based on who one serves, be it an
immgrant, a transgender child or a
peaceful protester in opposition to
one's own stance on issues of
politics or social justice is not
only unlawful but is undignified.
It is unArerican. This is an
econom c retaliation against
consci ousness.

| echo the statenents of
Representative Carroll. |If
M. Trunp wishes, as it seens, to
pattern his actions after a king,
then let it be the King who rem nds
us injustice anywhere is a threat
to justice everywhere. Today we
rise to condermm a cruel and

cal cul ated attack on justice
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itself. And | beg your conscious
and your unani nous vot e.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you.

M5. FLEM NG  Good
afternoon. Good afternoon,
everyone. M/ nane is Tawana
Flem ng. Good norning, Gty --
wel |, good afternoon, City
Counci | nenbers. | want to thank
you for the opportunity to testify
t oday.

|"ve lived in
Phi | adel phia for over 50 years.
|'ve been a homeowner for over
three decades. | amalso the
founder of a nonprofit organization
naned Fam |y Feed and Family Inc. |
amin support of Bill No. 250245,
Housing Initiative called HOME

As a resident, community

servi ce advocate and nonprofit
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founder, | can attest that the
popul ati on we serve over the years
woul d have greatly benefited and
still can fromthis initiative.

Most of our participants were
struggling to afford the basic life
necessities for survival and well -
bei ng, which included food, water,
clothing and health care. Mjority
were either in the first stages of
bei ng evicted or recently evicted.
In nost cases, they were enpl oyed
or receiving sone formof incone,
just not enough to maintain their
basi ¢ needs.

If this bill is
approved, the Philadel phia Land
Bank woul d be authorized to di spose
of , my understandi ng, vacant |lots
for use in the HOME. Initiative.
This could serve as an excel | ent
exanpl e of all conponents of this

initiative being utilized due to
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the positions of the lots in
question and adj acent properties.

The program woul d be
able to build affordabl e hones on
t he vacant |ots and assist renters
facing evictions, providing
exi sting honeowners with funding
for home inprovenent and renoving
blight fromthe city. | am asking
Gty Council nenbers to vote in
favor of Bill No. 250245. Let's
assist the citizens of Phil adel phia
that are in need of affordable
housi ng, honeowners i n need of
repairs that will keep them safe
and healthy in their existing hones
and the renoval of blight as nuch
as possible to beautify our bel oved
city with this initiative. | want
to thank you again for your tine.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you.
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MS. LANDES:. (Good
afternoon. |'mLynn Landes of
Lynnl andes. com and a Republican
activist. | oppose Resol ution
250255, which once agai n accuses
Presi dent Trunp, and by extension
we, his Republican supporters, of
being anti-inmm grant, anti-trans
and anti-free speech.

Republ i cans
ent husi astically support | egal
i mm gration, but not illegal
immgration, particularly when it
amounts to an invasion of mllions
of people fromall over the world.
Republ i cans are not agai nst
transboys and nen who want to be
girls and wonen. Republicans are
agai nst boys and nen viol ating
girls and wonen's rights to femal e
sports, female showers and femal e
dorm r oons.

Republ i cans are not
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agai nst free speech. In fact, it
I's Denocratic-controlled
Phi | adel phia Cty Council and
Denocratic-controlled City
departnents who are against free
speech, as they have for years, if
not decades, systenmmtically
restricted public comments at
public neetings to agenda itens
only, which violates our First
Amrendnment free speech rights and
t he Pennsyl vani a Sunshi ne Act.

O her Pennsyl vani a
muni ci palities such as Pittsburgh
do not do this. As a result of
this censorship many issues rarely,
i f ever, get discussed, such as the
COVI D | ockdowns and its
repercussion. Lastly, it is a
comon but disturbing practice to
accuse others of what the accuser
is guilty of. Unfortunately, such

is the case with this unfortunate
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resol ution. Thank you.

M5. EWNG  Good
afternoon, City Council. M/ nane
Is Vanessa Ewing. |'ma nenber of
PONER I nterfaith, representing
Second Baptist Church of Germant own
which is in Councilmenber City
Bass' District.

| am deeply concerned
about rising rent costs, property
taxes and i ncreased di splacenent in
our city. |I've had had
conversations with many people in
my comunity and they are deeply
concerned as well. |'ve grown up
i n Phil adel phia, 1've gone to high
school and college in Philly and
now | work in Philadel phia.

Thr oughout ny life here
inthis city, there's always been
housi ng i nsecurity, there's always
been honel essness. |'ve grown up

seei ng people living on the street,
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asking for food, |ooking for
shel ter, asking for noney, and |'ve
wat ched t hem be consistently
ignored. As a kid, this really
bot hered nme and today that hasn't
changed.

It hurts me to see
people living without shelter, a
basi ¢ necessity in our society that
can bring a sense of safety,
protect us from di sease and harsh
weat her, bring us confort, give us
a sense of pride and ownership.

As a Christi an,
believe in God's |ove, God's
aboundi ng | ove for each person and
that our purpose is to |ove God
with all of ourselves and to
therefore | ove each other, to |ove
each person as we would | ove
oursel ves and as God | oves us.

| believe that we are

all connected through that |ove.
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And while others suffer honel ess,
hungry, lying cold on the ground

i ke they do every night in our
city, being constantly ignored by
their own human race, their own
brot hers and sisters and treated

li ke they are | ess than hunman

obvi ously hurts that person, but it
hurts us too.

We as the ones who wal k
by, who ignore, who don't engage
because we're told not to, or we
think we don't have anything to
offer themor don't know how to
help, it hurts us. | believe
greatly in what Dr. Martin Luther
King said that we are all caught in
an i nescapabl e network of nmutuality
tied in a single garnent of
destiny. \Whatever affects one
directly affects all indirectly.

| can never be what |

ought to be until you are what you
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ought to be. And you can never be
what you ought to be until | am
what | ought to be. Qur brothers
and sisters who are honel ess can't
be what they ought to be living in
the injustice of honel essness.

"' mgoing to cut through
a lot of what | wote because I'm
running out of tinme. But | invite
Counci | renber Ci ndy Bass to pl ease
join us for a town hall that we
will be hosting in your District in
the late spring and we will get you
that information to your office. |
invite City Council to joinin
part nershi p.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you. W |ook forward to the
i nvitations. Awesone.

MR HAG NS. (Ogbonna
Hagi ns, fourth generation chattel

slavery survivor. | just want to
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| et Council President know that I
bought the whol e Jackson Five here
t oday, including Jermaine.

The Public Service Loan
For gi veness Programis designed to
hel p individuals working in public
servi ce roles such as governnment or
nonprofit organi zations by
forgiving the remaining bal ance of
their federal student |oans. And,
yes, incone-driven students | oan
repaynent plans have been
tenporarily suspended but not by
Donal d Trunp.

Thi s decision stens from
the court ruling that blocked the
Bi den Adm ni stration saving on a
val uabl e educati on plan, which was
i ntroduced in 2023 to provide nore
af f ordabl e repaynent options. The
ruling expanded to include other
i nconme-driven repaynent plans.

Trunmp had nothing to do with it.
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He wasn't even in office. The
Public Service Loan Forgi veness
Programitself has not been
suspended.

Recently, President
Trunp signed an executive order
limting eligibility. This order
targets certain nonprofit
organi zati ons deened to have a
substantial illegal purpose. Those
nonprofits are the ones that nmake
it their business to aid and abet
i1l egal aliens.

Sinply put, if you want
| oan forgiveness, stop breaking the
law. Stop conspiring with
nonprofits to harbor illega
aliens. Stop | aundering noney
under the guise of the Powers Act.
Stop intentionally deceiving the
public, commtting ethics
vi ol ati ons and stop the nonfeasance

of the 13th and 14t h Anmendnent.
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And to the public, if
you vote not knowi ng the politica
phi | osophy of the people you vote
for, you're responsible for nore
deat hs in Phil adel phia than gun
vi ol ence. (Qgbonna Hagi ns,

Presi dent of the Phil adel phia
Reparations Coalition. Over and
out. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: And we
have Wanda Wl ker

(Wtness approached
podi um )

M5. WALKER:  Good
nor ni ng, beautiful people. M nane
i s Wanda Wal ker. And as al ways,
I"mgoing to tal k about
generational wealth. So we're
going to go with 250245, the Land

Bank. | guess nmaybe |I'mfor it,
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but I need the Land Bank to have
nore transparency.

|'ve sat here since
Sept enber of |ast year and watch
certain Cty Council people give a
| ot of properties to the Land Bank,
and yet we only have about 250
af fordabl e hones that were built.
So I'msort of getting tired of
saying the sane thing. W have to
protect our seniors. Qur seniors
are the ones that allow people to
cone back hone, but they can't do
that if they don't have a hone.

After 30 years of paying
taxes, they shouldn't have to pay
taxes. | know that sounds sort of
crazy, but | did sone research and
found that other cities and states
are starting to say the sane thing.
| also picked out three articles |
woul d |'i ke everybody to | ook up and

read from VWHYY, and it expl ains
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what Phil adel phia is about to do.

Soneone suggesting that
devel opers shoul d have 20-year
abatenments if they're going to
rehab the properties downtown, that
par ki ng | ots downtown shoul d pay
| ess taxes and that PPA shoul d be
able to charge nore noney, those
are sone of the things that are
com ng up

We know about Mayor
Cherelle's proposal for $2 billion
for housing and that sounds
wonderful, but it's not until we
have a workforce that can do that
work and it's not as |long as
devel opers cone in and build stuff
that's not affordable.

So we have to worry
about home first, the citizens here
first. And the articles | want you
to Il ook at for WHYY, Phil adel phia

Mayor Parker's budget proposal,
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you'll find a lot, VHYY. Four
things to know about the

Phi | adel phi a Ref or m Conm ssi on,
that is very powerful. Then you
have Pew, how property is taxed in
Phi | adel phi a.

So if you read those
three or four articles, you wll
start to understand exactly what's
com ng down the pipe. And we have
to start comng together to say no
about this. W need a workforce
that is of Phil adel phia that can
buil d these houses so that we stop
out sourci ng everything. That's
what's maki ng us go broke, one of
the things. Thank you very nuch.

| want to give a shout-
out to our Sheriff Rochelle Bilal
because she is one of the people
that is trying to by court order
st op banks and devel opers from j ust

com ng in and getting everything.
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So she's doing it by court order.
And when you read an article about
a particular politician and it
m ght be negative, go have a
conversation with them and ask them
their side. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, Wanda.

CH EF CLERK: There are
no further names for public
comrent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  We will now consider the
bills and resolutions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar s.

WIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250245.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution authorizing the

Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
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of 708 North Shedw ck Street, 710
North Shedw ck Street, 714 North
Shedw ck Street and 723 North
Shedwi ck Street |ocated in the 3rd
Counci Il manic District in accordance
with the terns of Chapter 16-700 of
The Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gauthier for a
noti on regardi ng Resol ution No.
250245.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250245 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of

the notion will signify by saying
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aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250255.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on condemi ng Presi dent
Donald J. Trunp and his
adm ni stration for their decision
to suspend i ncone-driven student
| oan repaynent plans and for
politicizing the Public Service
Loan Forgi veness Programto target
advocates working to oppose his
anti-inmgrant, anti-trans, anti-

free speech agenda.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau for a
noti on regardi ng Resol ution No.
250255.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250255 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
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notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIl the derk please
read the title --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: W11 the Cerk please
read the title of Bill No.
250066- A.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 11-200
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Qpeni ngs and Excavations in the

Streets,"” to inpose additiona
penalty penalties on violators of
underground permtting
requi renments, under certain terns
and condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This bill having been
read on two different days, the

question now is shall the bill pass

finally.
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WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease call the roll.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber G | nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN d LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:

Counci | renber Lozada.

Page 172

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 27/ 2025

3/ 27/ 25 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Young.
COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Br ooks.
COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | renber Harrity.
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber O Rour ke.
COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.
COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Aye.
CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber O Nei l | .
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COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Aye.

CH EF CLERK:
Counci | mrenber Ahmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Aye.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  And, Council President
Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Aye. The ayes are 16.
The nays are 0. Mjority of all
menbers having voted in the
affirmative the bill passes.

WIIl the Cerk please

read any additional resolutions on
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today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring
March as Nati onal Readi ng Month and
recogni zi ng Read by the 4th
Initiative for its commtnent to
early childhood literacy.

I nt roduced by Counci | menber
Philli ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. Phillips for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

All those in favor w |
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signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the next title of resolution
I n her possession.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution Honoring and
Cel ebrati ng Beyond the Bars on the
occasi on of their 10th Anniversary
for Their Dedication to Enpowering
Phi | adel phia's Youth Through Misic
Leadershi p and Community
Engagenent. | ntroduced by
Counci | menber Phillips.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes

Dr. Anthony Phillips for a notion
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on the resolution.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS: |
ent husi astically nove for the
adopti on of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
resolution is adopted.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A

privileged resolution declaring
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March 17, 2025, as "Bayard Rustin
Day" in the Cty of Phil adel phia.

I ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Rue Landau for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you. | nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w il
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
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resolution is adopted.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
March 31, 2025, as Transgender Day
of Visibility in the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, a day to cel ebrate
and recogni ze the achi evenents and
contributions of transgender people
and to lift up the joy, light and
| aught er that transgender people
experience and bring into our
comuni ties. Introduced by
Counci | menber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU: |
nove for the adoption of the

resol uti on.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk --

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: WII the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng

Sanaa Rahm ng, Sam yah Rahm ng and
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Julissa Otiz for their mddle and
hi gh school girls' westling
acconpl i shnments on the occasi on of
Wnen's History Month. |Introduced
by Counci | nenber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Young for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
Li fe and Legacy of forner
heavywei ght chanpi on "Bi g" Ceorge
Foreman. |Introduced by
Counci | menber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Young for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove the adoption of
t he resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
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properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
| i fe Eusebi o "Bonn" Bat an,

Fi shtown' s "Mayor of Crease
Street." Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT

JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
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Counci | renber Young for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
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privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ati ng Chef Kyle Tinmson for
W nni ng Season 23 of Gordon
Ransay's Hel|l's Kitchen.

I ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | man Young for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG
Thanks, M. President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
March as National Devel opnent al
Disabilities Awareness Mnth, and
honoring the work done by advocates
to reduce barriers to social and
civic participation experienced by
people living with devel opnent al
disabilities. |Introduced by
Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Brooks for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCKS:

Thank you, Council President.
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| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
the Montreux Jazz Festival and the

rich jazz history of Phil adel phia
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and expressing the Cty's desire to
host a world-class jazz festival in
Phi | adel phia. Introduced by
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Bass for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nmove for the adoption
of this resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
resol ution is adopt ed.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: WII the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
and cel ebrating Sharon A. Powel |
on the Cccasion of Her Oficial
Retirenment. Introduced by
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Bass for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption
of this resolution.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w ||
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
and honoring Dr. Arlene Parsons
Bennett for her contributions to
the Gty as a prom nent community
organi zer and the first Black wonman

to graduate fromthe University of
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Pennsyl vani a' s Medi cal School, on
t he occasion of Wnen's History
Mont h. I ntroduced by Council nenber
Ahmad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Dr. Nina Ahmad for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you, Council President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
April 2025 as Sexual Assault
Awar eness Month and cel ebrating the
extraordinary efforts of WOAR -

Phi | adel phi a Center Agai nst Sexual
Vi ol ence. Introduced by
Counci | menber Ahnad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Dr. Nina Ahmad for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

Page 192

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 27/ 2025

3/ 27/ 25 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w ||
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
Presi dent, there are no further
resolutions in ny possession.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That conpl etes our
Cal endar for today.

Are there any speeches
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on behal f of the Mnority?

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | nrenber Kendra Brooks.

COUNCI LWOVAN BROCOKS:
Thank you, Council President.

Today |'mintroducing a
resolution to recogni ze March as
Nat i onal Devel opnental Disabilities
Awar eness Month. The goal of the
month is to shine a light on the
barriers people with living with
disabilities experience on a daily
basi s.

| f you have not already,
| encourage you to check out the
artwork on display on the 3rd, 4th
and 5th floors of Gty Hall. Al
of it is created by individuals
wi th auti sm or neurodevel opnent al
disabilities.

Al so today in
partnership with my Mnority Wip
Counci | menber O Rour ke, |
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i ntroduced three bills we are
calling the People's Tax Plan. The
pl an takes recommendati ons from
bot h the Tax Reform Conm ssion and
the Tax Advisory Commi ssion, and it
ainms to protect working famlies
and smal |l busi nesses from
uncertainty and cuts of the Federal
Adm ni stration.

Over the | ast decade,
corporate taxes have been cut at
the federal, state and | ocal |evel
Wi th prom ses of growth by these
sane corporations, only to see
shar ehol der profit becone |arger.
The federal and state level are
al ready promsing to cut corporate
taxes this year

When ask locally, small
busi ness owners rank taxes | ow on
the other concerns. They want
better City services, |ess poverty

like all of us. W need growh for
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wor ki ng-cl ass fam lies and snal |
busi ness owners. That's ny focus
thi s budget season.

First, we have a bill to
make nore people eligible for the
wage tax refund. Gty Counci
created this tax refund in 2020 to
help owincone famlies. Let's
build on a successful growth and
sign up for the current wage tax
refund we heard yesterday fromthe
Par ker Adm ni strati on.

My | egi sl ati on nakes
nore famlies eligible and expands
it. That nmeans we're putting noney
in the pockets, enough to pay a
bill or to buy things your children
need or just to help with rent.

The package al so
i ncl udes an update to the BIRT tax
exenption. This is a strategic tax
I nvest nent we can nake ahead of

2026. This will bring hundreds of
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t housands of people fromaround the
world. We need to set themup for
success on this world stage. Let's
have this conversation publicly.
Wt hout the exenption, about 80, 000
smal | businesses are affected. W
owe it to themthis year so that
next year we are not explaining to
them on why they have to pay it for
the first tine.

For the third part of
the plan, we are reintroducing the
wealth tax that | proposed in 2022.
We made changes to protecting
wor ki ng- and m ddl e-class fam|lies
by exenpting educational savings
accounts, retirenment savings
accounts and mutual funds. It
woul d rai se $200 million for the
City and help shield us fromthe
Trunp Adm nistration. | wel cone
any questions or discussions about

this proposal as we work towards
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t he budget and respond to the
peopl e' s needs and neet the
chal | enges of the nonent.

On a different note, |
want to celebrate ny two brothers
are in conpetition right now t oday
for this state chanpionship. W
have Mayor Ed Gai ney out of
Pittsburgh has a son at one schoo
and our own coach, Majority Wip
| saiah Thomas. | wi sh them both
well as they fight for this
chanpi onshi p basketball gane. So
shout-out to that.

And lastly, | want to
take a point of personal privilege.
This week has been really hard for
my famly, and I would be remss in
not taking the tinme to tal k about
or if anyone has seen -- soneone
stole ny dog.

So ny dog was stolen on

Sat urday, March 22nd at 12:15 at
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15t h and W ngohocking -- |I'mso
sorry. Okay. Buzz is a light
brown M niature Poodle. He has a
chip. And I'mjust asking if you
have ny dog, you can drop him off
at any animal shelter or hospital
and he will be reconnected wi th our
famly. |If you have any
i nformation about his whereabouts
or just have a tip, please feel
free to call nmy office at
215-686-0461. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Menber Brooks.
And we all wll be as a Counci
famly making sure we put the word
out regarding the return of your
dog.

The Chair recogni zes
Menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:

Thank you, M. President.
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There's anot her word
fromthe Mnority today and that
word is reclamation. Reclamation,
just continuing on fromthe thought
t hat Leader Brooks lifted around
our newy proposed Peopl e's Tax
Pl an.

Just seeing this as one
of those things where we're
cl ai m ng noni es, reclaimng nonies
for the people through the People's
Tax Plan, just tax policies that
put noney in working people's
pockets by reclaimng it |ike
t hrough the wage tax refund | think
IS good busi ness.

This plan prioritizes
wor ki ng- cl ass Phi | adel phi ans by
ensuring that our tax systemis
fairer and nore inclusive rather
than favoring the ultra wealthy who
contribute little to our city's

wel | - bei ng, as has been lifted up
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t hrough sone of these hearings.
Just as tax policies should find
ways to keep noney in working-class
Phi | adel phi ans' pockets, sonething
that | set out in this chanber to
want to do, put noney back in
peopl e' s pockets, our City's budget
deci sions should al so refl ect that
same commtnent to equity,
particularly in a tinme right now
when we pretend that equity doesn't
matter.

Yet the choice to cut
the Zero Fare program does the
exact opposite. So | want to lift
that up as well. W have
M. Blatstein cone every single
week, as he told us, to tal k about
SEPTA, but ny brother didn't |ift
up Zero Fare today. Zero fare
isn't just about free rides. It's
about econonmic nobility, access to

opportunity and ensuring that no
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one is forced to choose between
affording transportati on and
neeting basic needs. It is
literally alifeline in the built
infrastructure of our city and in
the life of our citizens.

Wiile the fight to
protect essential progranms |ike
Zero Fare continues, there are also
monents of progress worth
cel ebrating. And so, in that
reclaimng not just Zero Fare |
want to take the tinme out to lift
up the victory won by faculty and
staff at CCP. | think them fol ks
was up to fo a.m, 4:00 in the
nmorning. That's early, but |
beli eve that what they were able to
acconplish, this agreenent is a
testanent to the power of
coll ective action and the
i nportance of standing firmin the

fight for fair wages and for
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wor ki ng conditions. So |
appreciate the claps. And if y'all
can send them sone cookies or
sonet hing just to congratul ate them
for their work, | think that's
worth it.

That haven't been sai d,
M. President, again, the word
today was reclamation and | hope
that we got that spirit in the work
that we do. Have a good one.
Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Menber
O Rourke. And | also want to
acknow edge in that same spirit a
| at e- ni ght phone call. The young
| ady was in the m x of the
negotiations and calling back and
forth wwth the Adm nistration, and
that's Majority Leader Gl nore

Ri chardson as well as our Mjority
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Whi p Thomas, keeping nme up while
I"'mwatching Netflix, keeping ne
updated on how they were trying to
make sure that the next day it
woul dn't be a total shutdown.

And so, for all the
Menbers who showed up at the press
conference and showed up at the
rally and supporting the faculty at
Community College, | just want to
al so commend all of you for
standi ng up for working-cl ass
people. So continue to keep doing
the great work of this body.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Speeches on behal f of the
Majority. And | see this young man
Is taking a cue out of the book of
t he seni or nenber Council menber
Curtis Jones, because his |ight was
on since |like 10 o' cl ock,

Dr. Anthony Phillips. The floor is
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yours, sir.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS: |
had to | earn sonet hi ng.
Col | eagues, today | rise to
recogni ze, lift those who are
making a real difference in the
lives of our children and famlies
and those who dedi cate thensel ves
to this work, not for recognition,
not because it's trendy but because
they believe in the power of
education, the arts and the
communi ty.

Now, all too often
i ndi vi dual s and organi zati ons doi ng
the nost inpactful work are
over| ooked, but today | want to
shine a spotlight on two
organi zations that are truly
changing lives. That is why today
|'ve commenced the children and
youth spotlight. Read by the 4th

and Beyond the Bars are doing
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i ncredi bl e work for young peopl e.

Read by the 4th is a
citywide initiative dedicated to
ensuring that every child in
Phi | adel phia is reading at grade
| evel by the end of 3rd grade, by
nobi |i zi ng school s, comunity
organi zati ons and policynakers.
Read by the 4th provides essenti al
resources, training and support the
children and famlies and
educators. Their efforts laid a
foundati on for academ c success,
openi ng doors for future
opportunities and long-term
achi evenent. Thank you, Read by
t he 4th.

Beyond the Bars is a
transformati ve programthat uses
nmusi ¢ educati on to enpower you,
especi ally those inpacted by
i ncarceration and systenic

barriers. Wat started in 2015
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with just 10 students inside a
correctional facility has grown
into a novenent establishing 55
nmusi ¢ | abs across the city,
graduating 75 student teachers and
mentoring over 800 young people
t hrough nusic. Beyond the Bars is
gi ving our youth a voice and a
pur pose and a path forward, the
power of education, the power
behind the arts, the power of
mentors and comrunity | eaders right
here in Phil adel phi a.

That is why | w |

continue to highlight and uplift

t hose who dedi cate thensel ves to
this work, and it's al so because |
cone from a background where | ran
nonprofits that were dedicated to
hel pi ng young people and I want to
recogni ze the organi zations that
are doing that today. So with that

bei ng sai d thank you, Read by the
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4t h, and thank you, Beyond the
Bars.

Lastly, | also want to
take a nonent to recogni ze soneone
wi thin our own office who's a young
man who enbodi es the sane
commtnent to service, Brandon
Chism who is right behind ne,
began his journey with us as an
unpai d vol unteer intern.

And thanks to you,
Council President, we were able to
bring himon as a paid intern |ater
on. But because he started off
wi th us unpaid, he believed in the
wor k that we're doing, he
under stood the experience that he
was gai ning, the know edge he was
absor bi ng and the inpact he was
maki ng far outwei ghed the fact that
he wasn't yet being paid.

And so, we're so

t hankful that for the past year or
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so Brandon has been a dedi cated
prof essi onal and he's been wlling
to chall enge, go chall enge, you
know, get challenged and al so push
himsel f. And none of that has gone
unnoticed. You have been an
integral part of our team And as
you nove forward on your path to
your first professional gig after
graduation from Tenple, | have no
doubt that you will continue to be
a trail bl azer

Phi | adel phi a needs nore
people |Iike you. And, Brandon, you
have set a great standard in
of fice, and we know your future is
right, and we wi sh you the best of
l uck. Congratul ations. Brandon,
pl ease stand and be recogni zed.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Al right. Thank you, Council

Pr esi dent .
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Menber
Phillips.

The Chair recogni zes
Dr. N na Ahnmad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

Today | rise to honor
two incredible forces in our city
bot h doi ng the work of healing,
both shaping a better future for
all of us. First, I"'mproud to
recogni ze Dr. Arl ene Parsons
Bennett, a pioneer psychiatrist, a
proud graduate of Phil adel phia High
School for Grls and the first
Bl ack woman to graduate fromthe
Uni versity of Pennsylvania's
Medi cal School .

She enrolled at Penn Med
from 1960 to 1964, a tine when
raci al tensions were high and doors

were still being closed to wonen of
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color. She was one of only six
wonen in her class. To even get to
coll ege, Dr. Bennett enlisted in
the mlitary to afford her
education. Her journey took great
brilliance and unwaveri ng purpose.

But what makes today's
recognition especially personal for
me is this: Dr Bennett was ny
nei ghbor. She's a friend and
mentor to ny daughters, one of whom
is also going into nedicine, and
she continues to be a practicing
psychiatrist at 91 years young,
showi ng up every day with w sdom
care and a deep commitnent to her
patients and her comunity.

Dr. Bennett has never
st opped advocating for wonen, for
famlies, for equity, and that is
why | chose to honor her during
Wnen's History Month. She is

living history, a |legend in our
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mdst, an icon living. And | want
to do ny part and give Dr. Bennett
her flowers now.

| also want to just
acknow edge our intern, Amaya
Madar ang, who actually wote this
and researched it. |'myvery
grateful to her. She's a senior at
the University of Pennsylvani a.

W are also lifting up
WOAR - Phi | adel phia Center Agai nst
Sexual Vi ol ence, a cornerstone
institution in our city for nore
than 50 years. As the only rape
crisis center in Philadel phia,
WO A-R, WOAR has provided
survivors with free 24/7 crisis
counseling, therapy, |egal advocacy
and educational outreach that
I npacts tens of thousands of people
each year

As we approach April,

Sexual Assault Awareness Mnth, we

Page 212

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
03/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

3/ 27/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
recommt to standing with survivors
and to supporting the critical,
conpassi onate work that WOAR needs
every day.

To Dr. Bennett and WOAR
t hank you for show ng us that
healing is not only possible, it is
powerful. You are the soul of
Phi | adel phia. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President, and thank you
col | eagues that joined us yesterday
at the street renamng for WI|
Smith.

In 40 mnutes, | wll be
at Shepard Recreation Center
finally doing a groundbreaking. W

passed Rebuild and the beverage tax
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in 2017. | nentioned in budget
that we have a 10-year backlog in
capital projects that |'m praying
our mayor, Mayor Cherelle L. Parker
will work on.

| have had recreation
centers in ny District where a
young man 7 years ol d said,

Council man, | want a skate park
because | do ny thing on the
skateboard. W finally got that
park built as he was a freshman in
college. It shouldn't take this
long. It does not take two hours
to watch 60 mnutes. W should be
able to do it faster.

So as we enter into this
budget process and as we finally
break ground -- thank you again,
Mayor Parker, thank you agai n,
Recreati on Comm ssioner -- we have
to get better at providing because

if we do the math, by the tine you
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fix one rec center, 10 nore are
ruined. And so, we have to kind of
put alittle bit of our
organi zational skills to cut down
those tines that it takes to nove
these projects through the ship. |
| ove what we' ve done for PreK, but
we can do better for our brick-and-
nortar rec centers. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Menber Jones.

The Chair recogni zes
Menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN L ANDAU
Thank you, Council President.

Today | introduced a
resol uti on recogni zi ng Monday,
March 31st as Transgender Day of
Visibility, a day not only of
recognition but of joy, resilience
and cel ebration. Monday is an

opportunity to honor the countless
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transgender and nonbi nary
Phi | adel phi ans who have shaped our
hi story and continue to | ead us
into the future.

It's atime to renmenber
t he | eaders who paved the way, Jaci
Adans, Charlene Arcila More, Janis
Stacy, Ebony Ali, Celena Mrrison
and nore. Their courage and
advocacy have brought us closer to
true equity. W al so see Trans Day
of Visibility as a nonent to uplift
the work of Sylvia Rivera, Mss
Maj or and Marsha P. Johnson who
stood at the front lines of the
future.

But visibility alone is
not enough. Across this country,
we' ve seen a wave of anti-trans
| egislation, bills attacking the
rights of trans youth, banning
heal th care and gender-affirmng

care, policing identities and
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forcing famlies to flee their
homes. It's hateful. |It's
violent. [It's inportant to speak
up and denounce it.

Phil adel phia is a city
where trans peopl e bel ong, where we
will continue to fight for our
rights, health care access and
protections. So on March 31st in
spite of it all, let's celebrate.
Let's honor trans joy.

Today | al so introduced
a resol ution recogni zing March 17,
2025, as Bayard Rustin Day in the
City of Phil adel phia, honoring a
hi storic menber of the LGBTQ+
comuni ty whose courage and vi sion
shaped our nation's history. Born
in the Philly suburbs, Rustin's
commtnent to justice led himto
becone a key strategist in the
Cvil Rights Movenent, nentoring

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and
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organi zing the historic 1963 March
on Washington. H s work hel ped
pave the way for the civil rights
and voting rights acts.

Yet despite his
i ncredi ble contributions, Rustin
faced discrimnation not only as a
Bl ack activist, but as a gay man.
Even when sidelined, he never
st opped fighting, becomng a
chanpi on for countless nmarginalized
i ndividuals in both the Bl ack and
LA&BTQ+ comruniti es.

"' m honored to
commenorate his |egacy in
Phi | adel phi a and al ongsi de
Representative Andre Carroll, who
was able to recognize March 17th on
the state level. 1'd like to take
a note that |ater today Oscar-
nom nated actor Philly native and
Over brook Hi gh and Tenpl e
Uni versity grad Col man Dom ngo, who
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portrayed Rustin in a Netflix
novie, wll be joining us in the
bui | di ng.

My staff has invited all
of you, ny Council colleagues, here
to join us and neet Colman. You'll
recall that we honored Col man's
contribution to the filmindustry
along with his recent Oscar
nom nations a few weeks back. |
hope you join ne and wel cone himin
City Hall. And thank you all so
much for your tine.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you, M. President.

So just a couple of
things I wanted to nention. The
first is, I want to thank

Counci | woman Ni na Ahmad for the
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recognition of Dr. Arlene Bennett,
who is just really a gem and has
been a nentor to nme for many, many
years and has really | ooked out for
African American wonen in the
community and supported. It wasn't
just lip service. It was real ful
true support that was tangible.

And so, she will always have a
pl ace not just in ny heart, but in
the hearts of so many other wonen
of color that she's reached out and
t ouched.

| also wanted to foll ow
up and pi ggyback on what Counci |l man
Jones said about being able to
build our rec centers faster,
because any tine we can -- and |
used this exanple the other day
during the budget hearings, but any
time we can rebuild I-95 in | ess
than two weeks, then we can do

things better. W can do things
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faster, and it really does require
us to do so to be able to keep our
young people safe. So | just
wanted to nention that as well.

| al so was honored today
to introduce a resol ution
recogni zi ng Sharon Powell, who is a
true chanpion for the city of
Phi | adel phia. Many of you know her
wor k because Sharon has dedi cat ed
her life to public service through
her work in broadcast nedia, |ocal
gover nnent and corporate
phi | ant hr opy.

From her tinme as a
comunity voice on the radio to her
| eadership roles in el ections,
voter nobilization and Contast
I nternet Essentials Program Sharon
has | eft an inspiring mark on our
city. She has served on many
boards, earned many awards, and

above all, has tirelessly worked to
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uplift our community. This
resol uti on honors her remarkabl e
| egacy and cel ebrates her profound
i npact on Phi | adel phi a.

And for those of us who
have been here in these chanbers
for a mnute or two, Sharon we know
was here on behal f of Contast for
many years, sitting right behind
the rail and here faithfully every
week to check in, to talk to us, to
work with us, to connect with us.
And so, she's just always been a
joy and a pleasure to work with.

So we really did want to carve out
sone tinme and give her her flowers
as well and recognize her. And
nmore to conme on that in the future.
| also briefly wanted to
say that | was proud to introduce a
resol uti on recogni zi ng the Mntreux
Jazz Festival's global inpact and

proposing a simlar world class
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festival here in Phil adel phia. As
the birthplace of jazz | egends I|ike
John Coltrane, Billie Holiday and
Dizzy Gllespie, Philadel phia has a
rich musical |egacy that continues
to thrive through its vibrant |ocal
scene and cultural institutions.
This festival would cel ebrate our
Cty's contributions to jazz,
foster new talent and create an
exciting opportunity for cul tural
exchange and economc growh. Wth
col l aboration fromlocal artists,
institutions and Gty officials, we
can bring this vision to life and
further solidify Philadel phia as a
gl obal hub for jazz nusic.

And | also wanted to
make note that as you know,
M. President, we've been hosting
our Jazz Funk Soul Misic Series
every summer at Morris Estate for

nore than a decade now. And so, it
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makes perfect sense that we woul d
want to wel cone, recruit and bring
the Montreux Jazz Festival here to
Phi | adel phia, as they've gone to
other cities as well like Mam and
here and there. W would love to
wel come them here and the hundreds
of thousands of tourists that they
bring with them

And the last thing that
| just wanted to say was in
reference to Council nenber Brooks'
situation with her dog. Anybody
who knows ne knows that --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You | ove dogs.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: - -
|'"'ma dog lover. | have four fur
babi es of nmy own. And so, | just
wanted to say as a Board nenber for
Ani mal Care and Control Team which
is a city agency which handl es

ani mal care, we have that. And
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then we have the Pennsyl vani a SPCA.

But ACCT is a city
entity. And | can't tell -- I'm
enraged about the theft of any dog
because | know on any given basis,
any given day, we probably take in
bet ween 12 and 20 dogs that are
com ng back out. So if you want a
dog, don't steal sonebody el se's.
Go and get your own at ACCT, 111
Hunting Park Avenue. Go get a dog
and there's plenty there. They
wi Il waive the fees for you. But
if you want a dog, you don't have
to steal soneone else's. You can
go get one for yourself.

Thank you,
M. President.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Very wel | said.

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | menber Young.
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COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| want to echo the words
of Counci |l mrenber O Rourke today and
congratul ate the faculty and staff
at CCP for winning this historic
contract. | want to thank ny
col | eagues today for al so passing
resolutions, |I'mhonoring the life
of Fishtown native Eusebi o Bat an,
al so honoring George Foreman and
congratul ati ng Chef Kyle Tinson.

But the crux of ny
speech today is going to be talking
about the resolution | introduced
honoring three young wonen here in
the city of Philadel phia. So for
t hose who don't know, the NCAA
West!ling Chanpi onshi ps were held
here in Phil adel phia this past
weekend at the Wells Fargo Center
hosted by Drexel University and

Uni versity of Penn. They are the
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two Phil adel phia schools that offer
D1 wrestling.

It's estimated that that
NCAA Westling Chanpi onships could
have an econom c inpact of up to
$20 million to the city of
Phi | adel phia. And according to the
Phi | adel phi a Conventi on and
Busi ness Bureau, 80% of the fans
canme fromout of town representing
42 states and Canada.

So on this last Council
day of Winen's History Month, |
felt it fitting to honor three
hi st ory- maki ng young wonen fromthe
city of Philadel phia in the sport
of westling. Across the country,
Pennsyl vania is known as probably
the top westling state in our
uni on.

And Sanaa Rahmng is a
7th grader at Andrew J. Morrison

School. She won the Keystone State
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Chanpi onship for the 11- and
12-year-old divisions. Julissa
Otiz is ajunior at Mariana
Bracetti Acadeny, and she is the
first girl to win a Philadel phia
Public League Title. And al ong
wi th Sam yah Rahm ng, who's a
junior at Northeast H gh School,
both Julissa and Sam yah are
two-tinme Public League chanpi ons
back-t o- back, again westling
agai nst boys in the Public League,
m nd you. And so, they also are
both two-time PIAA a state runner-
ups in the Grls Westling
Chanpi onshi ps.

And so, according to a
March 2024 article by AP News,
girls westling is the fastest
growi ng high school sport in the
country, which is now sanctioned in
45 states. So thanks to the

efforts of organi zations |ike
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Westle Like a Grl, the Police
At hl eti c League and Beat the
Streets Phil adel phia, girls
westling and the sport of
westling in general is on the
rise.

So for those who don't
know, I'ma fan of westling. |
started westling in mddl e school
and fell in love with it then. It
gi ves opportunity for our kids to
experience discipline and hard
work. And a |lot of kids who are
fromthese innercity nei ghborhoods,
it gives us a chance to let go of
sonme aggression that we have in a
positive manner. You can just slam
sonebody and not get in trouble for
it, right.

So | encourage everyone,
all our youth, to just take a | ook
at that sport. It actually creates

great football players as well.
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Saquon Barclay westled for a
little bit just to let fol ks know
And sone ot her athletes who are
boxers also westled. Soit's a
foundati onal sport that can help
you throughout life -- sorry,

M. President.

But before | end, |
definitely want to give ny
condol ences to ny cousin Tiffany,
who | ost her son Zahkir Wiitfield
aka DJ. He was a 15-year-old. He
woul d have turned 16 a coupl e days
ago. And, you know, ny heart goes
out to her, another nom another
Black nomin this city who had to
bury their son due to gun viol ence.

And so, | just want to
bring that to the forefront of
everyone's mnd here in the city of
Phi | adel phia, that that is still
consi dered to be the nunber one

i ssue that plagues our city. You
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can pull anyone across the city,
fromany corner of the city that
that wll continue to cone up to be
the issue that we really need to
pay attention to.

And | also want to give
nmy condol ences to the Comrunity
News and Engagenent Bureau of the
Phi | adel phia I nquirer. The
I nquirer slashed that bureau. |
don't knowif it's follow ng trends
of DElI cuts that are going on
t hroughout the country, but this
further silences the voices of
Bl ack and Brown communities in our
city, in a city where Black and
Brown communities again are dealing
wi th gun violence, gentrification,
critical issues of our public
educati on system

Soneti mes we need t hat
those good news stories so we know

that everything that's happening in
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our communities are not negative,
right, so we can see that there are
sone positive things happening.
But unfortunately, The Inquirer
decided to cut this particul ar
bureau, with half of those
reporters cut being Black or
Hi spani c.

So | just want to put
that out to our communities that we
have to continue to show our own
stories to shed light on what's
happening in our conmmunities in
positive ways. And so, hopefully
we can use other news outlets to
i ke The Tribune, like WIRD to
continue to show things that are
happening in our conmunities.

So thank you,

M. President, for allowing ne that
tinme.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You're welconme. You're
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wel cone, sir.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Good afternoon, everyone. | just
wanted to start off by thanking
everyone for voting for ny pothole
bill, in lack of better terns,
unani nously today. Wile this
isn't the first bill | passed, this
is definitely the bill that |'ve
wor ked on the | ongest.

| thought | knew a | ot
about construction and construction
holes until | got into this. |
started this bill when | first got
here after the special election two
years ago, but | believe this bill
IS now done in a way where we w ||
not upset progress, but we can
still go after the bad actors that
are tearing up our city streets.

As Counci |l man Young j ust
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said, gun violence is the nunber
one problemin the city of
Phi | adel phia. The fact of the
matter is when | was running, there
was a poll done and of course, the
first two were what you woul d think
whi ch was gun vi ol ence and
education. But the No. 3 concern
on people's mnds, which blew No. 4
away, was pot hol es.

And bei ng a hi ghway
wor ker and knowi ng that there's an
actual definition for a pothole,
and I won't explain it again. You
guys probably heard nme tell you
this definition for a long tine,
but this year was so we can go
after the people that are digging
up our streets illegally w thout
getting a permt and then causing
our residents to have issues with
their car when they drive over this

massi ve hole and it bottons out
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their car. And then they contact
the Gty of Phil adel phia saying
their car was nessed up by a
pot hole. And they say, okay, send
us a picture. And they send a
pi cture and they say, oh, no, that
ain't no pothole, that's a
construction hol e.

So this now gives us the
opportunity to go after these bad
actors by not only finding them
but to al so suspend their |icense
when they have nultiple offenses
until they rectify the situations
that they have goi ng on, which
woul d be to redo what they did so
it can be inspected and made sure
that the people getting these
services into their homes. This is
their water. It has to do with
pressure, gas, all that stuff |ike
that. We have to make sure it's

done right. That's why we get it
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inspected. And that's why after
you do work like that, the Cty
comes itself to fill those holes in
because it has to be done a speci al
way .

So | thank you all, and
| definitely thank ny staff because
t hey' ve worked hard on this bill
and had extrenme anmounts of neetings
with different people and different
st akehol ders. So | thank you all.

And al so, just a shout-
out. | wll be in the Council
President's District tonight with
your little brother Anton More at
his Iftar celebration. Looking
forward to that. So hopefully 1"l
see you later on tonight. Thank
you all.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel cone.

The Chair recogni zes

Majority Leader G | nore Ri chardson.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
so much, Council President, and
just thank you very much and to al
t he col | eagues.

Today we want to take an
opportunity to wi sh our coll eague,
our Majority Wi p and our coach
here in Philadel phia Gty Counci
wel |l as he | eads Sankofa Freedom
Acadeny, their boys basketball team
to their PIAA O ass 1A boys
basket bal | chanpi onshi p gane today.
And Counci | nenber Brooks nenti oned
the game and the rivalry we have
with Pittsburgh right now, but we
want to wi sh Coach Counci | nenber
| sai ah Thomas and the team wel| at
2:00 p.m today for the PIAA C ass
1A Chanpi onshi p gane.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  As there are no nore
speeches, the Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Bass for a notion to
adj our n.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. -- sorry, wong one.

| make a notion to
adjourn until Thursday, April, 3,
2025, at 10:00 a.m

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  |Is there a second?

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Counci
stand adj ourned until Thursday,
April 3rd, 2025 at 10:00 a.m

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. Thank
you very much
(Stated Meeting

adjourned at 1:03 p.m)
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