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·2· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Good

·3· ·morning, everyone.· We're going to get

·4· ·started.· We have established our quorum,

·5· ·so we are going to start our Council

·6· ·session.

·7· · · · · · ·The hour has come, and as we

·8· ·come to order, I would like to ask for an

·9· ·opportunity to have some spiritual

10· ·advice.· So to give our invocation the

11· ·this morning, the Chair recognizes the

12· ·Reverend Dr. Jesse Wendell Mapson, Jr.,

13· ·of the Monumental Baptist Church.· He is

14· ·here today as the guest of Councilman

15· ·Thomas.

16· · · · · · ·I would ask all members,

17· ·guests, and visitors please rise.

18· · · · · · ·(Councilmembers, guests, and

19· ·visitors rise.)

20· · · · · · ·REVEREND DR. MAPSON:· Let us

21· ·pray.

22· · · · · · ·Oh, God, creator of the

23· ·universe and giver of life, we thank you

24· ·for the gift of another autumn day with

25· ·its brilliant splashes of color.
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·2· · · · · · ·In these frantic and fearful

·3· ·days in which we live, when tensions are

·4· ·high, emotions are raw, and voices are

·5· ·angry and loud and when so many have lost

·6· ·faith in our cherished institutions and

·7· ·the ability of government to work, give

·8· ·each of us an inner peace that can

·9· ·conquer the turmoil around us.

10· · · · · · ·May we lower the volume of our

11· ·own voices so we can hear others.· May we

12· ·listen more than we speak.· May we dare

13· ·to move beyond the comfort zones of our

14· ·prejudices and biases, recognizing that

15· ·we are not each other's enemy because we

16· ·disagree, we're each other's enemies when

17· ·we refuse to enter each other's humanity.

18· · · · · · ·We pray for war-torn lands

19· ·across the seas, for people who are

20· ·enduring unimaginable suffering on both

21· ·sides.· May we understand that your love,

22· ·oh, God, extends to all people regardless

23· ·of geographical, national, ethnic, and

24· ·gender boundaries.

25· · · · · · ·In our own city and cities
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·2· ·across the nation, we pray for mothers

·3· ·and fathers who cradle their children in

·4· ·their arms on our streets stained with

·5· ·human blood.· May we work to make this

·6· ·great city even greater, but a greatness

·7· ·not defined by its majestic skyline

·8· ·reaching into the heavens or its

·9· ·impressive educational institutions or

10· ·its major sports venues or its glowing

11· ·history, but great because of its

12· ·compassion for the poor, the battered and

13· ·bruised of society, and the people Jesus

14· ·called the least of these.

15· · · · · · ·Give wisdom and knowledge to

16· ·those who gather in this impressive

17· ·ornate room, those who have been given

18· ·the authority to exercise power and to

19· ·make decisions on behalf of the people.

20· ·May they use their power with wisdom and

21· ·knowledge.· May they govern with justice

22· ·and mercy, for we know that our problems,

23· ·which are many, will not be solved with

24· ·laws and programs alone, as important as

25· ·they may be, but with a shared vision of
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·2· ·what it means to live in community with

·3· ·one another, when each of us sees others

·4· ·as your children and a part of your

·5· ·divine creation, for you and you alone

·6· ·have the power to change the hearts of

·7· ·those who earnestly seek your face.

·8· · · · · · ·We reject tribalism and "me

·9· ·first" attitudes.· We denounce separatism

10· ·and artificial divisions that keep us

11· ·apart and hinder us from being the

12· ·beloved community you desire for all

13· ·humankind.

14· · · · · · ·May this governing body seek to

15· ·do what is right rather than what is

16· ·expedient, what is just rather than what

17· ·is convenient and popular.· We thank them

18· ·for a willingness to serve and to

19· ·sacrifice for the good of this city and

20· ·its people.

21· · · · · · ·Give each of these

22· ·Councilpersons the mental toughness, the

23· ·physical stamina, the patience, the will

24· ·to serve, knowing that it is only through

25· ·you that we live, move, and have our
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·2· ·being.

·3· · · · · · ·And as Election Day approaches,

·4· ·may we appreciate as never before our

·5· ·cherished democracy and protect it from

·6· ·those who would destroy it in order to

·7· ·have their way.

·8· · · · · · ·We pray in the name of our

·9· ·Lord, the prince of peace.

10· · · · · · ·Amen.

11· · · · · · ·(Amen.)

12· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13· ·Thank you, Reverend, for your spiritual

14· ·guidance today.· We really appreciate you

15· ·being here.

16· · · · · · ·Council will be at ease.

17· · · · · · ·(Council at ease.)

18· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19· ·Again, thank you, Reverend.

20· · · · · · ·Our next order of business is

21· ·the approval of the Journal of the

22· ·meeting of Thursday, October 26, 2023,

23· ·and the Chair recognizes Councilwoman

24· ·Bass.

25· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Thank you,
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·2· ·Mr. President.· I move that the Journal

·3· ·of the meeting of Thursday, October 26th,

·4· ·2023 be approved.

·5· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

·6· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·7· ·Thank you.· It has been moved and

·8· ·properly seconded that the Journal of the

·9· ·meeting of October 26, 2023 stand

10· ·approved.

11· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

12· ·aye.

13· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

14· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15· ·Those opposed?

16· · · · · · ·(No response.)

17· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

18· ·ayes have it, and our Journal is

19· ·approved.

20· · · · · · ·And our next order of business

21· ·is requests for leave of absence, and the

22· ·Chair recognizes Councilman Jones.

23· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Thank you,

24· ·Mr. President.· On behalf of the members,

25· ·there are no requests for leaves of
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·2· · · absence today.

·3· · · · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

·4· · · Chair thanks the gentleman.

·5· · · · · · · · And the Chair recognizes

·6· · · Councilman Squilla for a motion

·7· · · concerning certain legislative matters

·8· · · that may not have been advertised during

·9· · · the course of the Council session and

10· · · were not circulated prior to today's

11· · · session.

12· · · · · · · · COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:· Thank you,

13· · · Mr. President.· I move that any of the

14· · · following matters, if considered today,

15· · · may be add to the agenda for this session

16· · · of Council and, as required by law,

17· · · subsequently published on an amended

18· · · agenda after the consideration of those

19· · · matters:· resolutions authorizing

20· · · hearings, amendments to bills on first

21· · · reading, the reconsideration of a bill

22· · · vetoed by or re-called from the Mayor,

23· · · amendments to bills re-called from the

24· · · Mayor, resolutions taking substantive

25· · · action to be voted on in this session, a
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·2· · · motion to withdraw a bill or resolution

·3· · · that is not on the Calendar, and a motion

·4· · · placing a bill or resolution on or

·5· · · returning a bill or resolution from the

·6· · · Suspension Calendar that is not listed on

·7· · · today's Calendar.

·8· · · · · · · · The purpose of this motion is

·9· · · to provide the public with notice

10· · · concerning possible actions by Council

11· · · that arose too late to be included in the

12· · · Calendar that was published prior to

13· · · today's session.

14· · · · · · · · (Duly seconded.)

15· · · · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16· · · Thank you.· It has been moved and

17· · · properly seconded that the legislative

18· · · matters stated by Councilman Squilla may

19· · · be added to the agenda for today, should

20· · · those matters arise during the course of

21· · · today's Council session.

22· · · · · · · · All in favor?

23· · · · · · · · (Aye.)

24· · · · · · · · COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25· · · Those opposed?
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·2· · · · · · ·(No response.)

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

·4· ·ayes have it, and the motion carries.

·5· · · · · · ·And our next order of business

·6· ·is communications.· I would ask the Clerk

·7· ·to please read the messages from the

·8· ·Mayor and any additional communications

·9· ·that he may have in his possession today.

10· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· From the Mayor to

11· ·the President and members of the Council

12· ·of the City of Philadelphia, pursuant to

13· ·Sections 4-604 and 2-307 of the Home Rule

14· ·Charter, I am today transmitting to the

15· ·Council the recommendation of the City

16· ·Planning Commission on the following

17· ·bills:· Bill Nos. 230572, 230573, 230574,

18· ·230575, 230580, 230581, 230582, 230585,

19· ·230622, 230623, 230624, 230625, 230626,

20· ·230627, 230629, 230650, 230651, and

21· ·230652.

22· · · · · · ·And I am transmitting for the

23· ·consideration of your honorable body a

24· ·resolution authorizing the Philadelphia

25· ·Land Bank to dispose of 5232 Chester
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·2· ·Avenue located in the 3rd Councilmanic

·3· ·District; and

·4· · · · · · ·A resolution authorizing the

·5· ·Commissioner of Public Property to

·6· ·execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

·7· ·Redevelopment Authority deeds conveying

·8· ·fee simple title to 5803 Knox Street in

·9· ·the Eighth Councilmanic District; and

10· · · · · · ·A resolution authorizing the

11· ·Commissioner of Public Property to

12· ·execute and deliver to the Philadelphia

13· ·Redevelopment Authority deeds conveying

14· ·fee simple title to 1221 Saint Bernard

15· ·Street in the Third Councilmanic

16· ·District; and

17· · · · · · ·A resolution reappointing

18· ·Angela Val to the Board of Directors of

19· ·the Center City District; and

20· · · · · · ·A resolution appointing Dan

21· ·Killinger to the Board of Directors of

22· ·the Center City District; and

23· · · · · · ·A resolution reappointing Jack

24· ·Sokoloff to the Board of Directors of the

25· ·Center City District; and
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·2· · · · · · ·A resolution appointing Jamal

·3· ·Johnson to the Board of Directors of the

·4· ·Center City District; and

·5· · · · · · ·A resolution reappointing

·6· ·Randall Scott to the Board of Directors

·7· ·of the Center City District; and

·8· · · · · · ·A resolution confirming the

·9· ·appointment of Valerie I. Harrison, as a

10· ·member of the Board of Ethics, to serve

11· ·in the term ending November 16, 2024; and

12· · · · · · ·An ordinance authorizing the

13· ·Director of Aviation to acquire fee

14· ·simple title or a lesser real estate

15· ·interest in all or a portion of a parcel

16· ·or parcels of land in and about the area

17· ·bounded by Executive Avenue, Enterprise

18· ·Avenue, I-95 and Penrose Avenue, more

19· ·commonly known as 8350 Enterprise Avenue;

20· ·and

21· · · · · · ·An ordinance authorizing the

22· ·plotting upon City Plan Nos. 157 and 226

23· ·of two certain drainage areas, located on

24· ·either side of Erie Avenue between Third

25· ·Street and Lawrence Street, and the
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·2· ·relocation of portions of the curblines

·3· ·of said Erie Avenue; and

·4· · · · · · ·An ordinance authorizing the

·5· ·revision of lines and grades on a portion

·6· ·of City Plan No. 15-S by placing on the

·7· ·City Plan Alter Street from Fifteenth

·8· ·Street to Sixteenth Street; and

·9· · · · · · ·An ordinance authorizing the

10· ·revision of lines and grades on a portion

11· ·of City Plan No. 226 by placing on the

12· ·City Plan an irregularly-shaped area

13· ·along the easterly side of Fifth Street,

14· ·between Hunting Park Avenue and Bristol

15· ·Street; and

16· · · · · · ·An ordinance amending Bill No.

17· ·230144, entitled "An Ordinance To adopt a

18· ·Capital Program for the Six Fiscal Years

19· ·2024 through 2029 Inclusive," by revising

20· ·various appropriation amounts and totals

21· ·to conform to amendments to the FY2024

22· ·Capital Budget Ordinance; and

23· · · · · · ·An ordinance amending Bill No.

24· ·230145, entitled "An Ordinance To adopt a

25· ·Fiscal 2024 Capital Budget," by revising
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·2· ·various appropriation amounts and totals;

·3· ·and

·4· · · · · · ·An ordinance authorizing

·5· ·transfers in appropriations for Fiscal

·6· ·Year 2023 from the General Fund, the

·7· ·Water Fund, the Grants Revenue Fund, and

·8· ·the Aviation Fund from certain or all

·9· ·City offices, departments, boards and

10· ·commissions, to the General Fund, the

11· ·Water Fund, and the Aviation Fund to

12· ·certain or all City offices, departments,

13· ·boards and commissions; and

14· · · · · · ·An ordinance authorizing

15· ·transfers in appropriations for Fiscal

16· ·Year 2024 from the General Fund and the

17· ·Grants Revenue Fund, certain or all City

18· ·offices, departments, boards and

19· ·commissions to the General Fund, the

20· ·County Liquid Fuels Tax Fund, the

21· ·Municipal Pension Fund, and the

22· ·Transportation Fund, certain or all City

23· ·offices, departments, boards and

24· ·commissions, all under certain terms and

25· ·conditions.
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·2· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·3· ·Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.

·4· · · · · · ·That concludes the

·5· ·communications, and our next order of

·6· ·business is the introduction of bills and

·7· ·resolutions.

·8· · · · · · ·I would ask Mr. Decker to

·9· ·please read the titles of the legislation

10· ·that's being offered today by our

11· ·members.

12· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

13· ·Phillips offers an ordinance establishing

14· ·parking regulations in the vicinity of:

15· ·Warnock Street and Nedro Avenue; North

16· ·11th Street and Champlost Avenue; North

17· ·13th Street and Chew Avenue; and North

18· ·13th Street and Nedro Avenue.

19· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20· ·Referred to committee.

21· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman Thomas

22· ·offers one bill and three resolutions,

23· ·entitled "An ordinance amending Title 14

24· ·of The Philadelphia Code 'Zoning and

25· ·Planning' to revise definitions and rules
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·2· ·governing nightclubs and private clubs;

·3· ·create the event assembly facility use

·4· ·category and identify the commercial

·5· ·districts where the use is allowed."

·6· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·7· ·Referred to committee.

·8· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a privileged

·9· ·resolution honoring and congratulating

10· ·Champion of the Week, Maria Mendez of

11· ·Juntos Podemos, on her service and

12· ·dedication to highlighting youth voices

13· ·and leading young voters to the polls in

14· ·Philadelphia.

15· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· This

16· ·week's Calendar.

17· · · · · · ·The Chair recognizes Councilman

18· ·Thomas.

19· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· Good

20· ·morning, Council President.

21· · · · · · ·Good morning, colleagues.

22· · · · · · ·I just wanted to take a moment

23· ·to offer a few remarks about my

24· ·legislation dealing with the nightlife

25· ·economy as well as our Champion of the
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·2· ·Week.

·3· · · · · · ·First and foremost, our

·4· ·Champion of the Week is Maria Mendez.

·5· ·Maria is a life long resident of the

·6· ·South Philadelphia area.· Shout-out to

·7· ·Councilman Johnson, Councilman Squilla.

·8· ·She is a graduate of String Theory

·9· ·Performing Arts School.· In 2016, Maria

10· ·joined the Juntos organization and she

11· ·dedicated her time to expanding access to

12· ·rights and resources for migrants from

13· ·Central and South America.

14· · · · · · ·She has done a number of

15· ·different things as it relates to getting

16· ·the vote out as well as being a leader in

17· ·her neighborhood and community.· And I

18· ·would like to take a moment to welcome

19· ·her to City Council, to ask her to stand

20· ·as well as her parents.· I know they're

21· ·very proud of her as she's doing amazing

22· ·work in the South Philadelphia area of

23· ·the City.

24· · · · · · ·Maria, can you stand for us,

25· ·please, so we can recognize you.
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·2· · · · · · · · · - - -

·3· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

·4· · · · · · · · · - - -

·5· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· Thank you,

·6· ·Council President.

·7· · · · · · ·As it relates to the

·8· ·legislation that was introduced today,

·9· ·myself and Councilmember Gilmore

10· ·Richardson a while back were Chair of the

11· ·Arts and Culture Task Force, and out of

12· ·that Arts and Culture Task Force there

13· ·was a position that was created called

14· ·the Nighttime Economy Director.

15· · · · · · ·Based on the work that's been

16· ·done by the Commerce Department as well

17· ·as the Nighttime Economy Director, Raheem

18· ·Manning, we've found some issues as it

19· ·relates to different initiatives that

20· ·folks want to have at night.

21· · · · · · ·There's a difference between

22· ·nightclubs and private clubs and other

23· ·different types of entertainment venues,

24· ·and we're evolving as it relates to what

25· ·entertainment looks like.· So this



·1· · ·11/2/23 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

·2· ·legislation is looking to put us in a

·3· ·position to be able to define exactly

·4· ·what type of venues we have in the

·5· ·evening, right?· We have a lot of

·6· ·restaurants that want to have deejays and

·7· ·have events, and those restaurants aren't

·8· ·necessarily a nightclub.· So this bill is

·9· ·going to put us in a position to change

10· ·the classification in zoning ordinances

11· ·around different establishments that

12· ·serve food and offer other levels of

13· ·entertainment to hopefully try to give

14· ·them more flexibility.

15· · · · · · ·We know that our Governor

16· ·recently passed legislation to help --

17· ·I'm sorry; had an Executive Order to help

18· ·address issues related to businesses and

19· ·different measures to offer more economic

20· ·relief so we can provide more support as

21· ·it relates to businesses.· We're looking

22· ·to do the same as it relates to the

23· ·nighttime economy.

24· · · · · · ·There's a lot of questions

25· ·around the legislation.· We'll be sure to
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·2· ·have a number of community meetings as

·3· ·well as town halls outside of the actual

·4· ·hearing where the bill will be

·5· ·introduced.

·6· · · · · · ·So I want to say thank you to

·7· ·the Councilmembers who co-sponsored the

·8· ·legislation and thank you to the Commerce

·9· ·Department and the Nighttime Economy

10· ·Director for collaborating with my office

11· ·to make this a reality.

12· · · · · · ·Thank you, Council President.

13· · · · · · ·Thank you, colleagues.

14· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15· ·Thank you, Councilman.

16· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman Thomas

17· ·also offers a privileged resolution

18· ·honoring and congratulating Marcus Morris

19· ·on his trade to the Philadelphia 76ers,

20· ·his hometown team.

21· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· This

22· ·week's Calendar.

23· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a privileged

24· ·resolution authorizing the Committee on

25· ·Education to hold hearings to discuss
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·2· ·problems and systemic biases in oversight

·3· ·that create inequalities between Black

·4· ·and white led schools, resulting in less

·5· ·support for Black founded and led

·6· ·institutions that are highlighted in the

·7· ·recently released report to the

·8· ·Philadelphia School Board.

·9· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

10· ·Chair recognizes Councilman Thomas.

11· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· One more

12· ·time.· Thank you, Council President.

13· · · · · · ·Thank you, colleagues, for

14· ·co-sponsoring this bill.

15· · · · · · ·There's been a number of

16· ·conversations as it relates to Black-led

17· ·institutions and academic spaces here in

18· ·the City of Philadelphia, and a lot of us

19· ·know that there was a report that was

20· ·released recently, over 150 pages, that

21· ·talked about what took place as it

22· ·relates to past behavior, specifically

23· ·through the School District as well as

24· ·the School Board.

25· · · · · · ·The goal of this resolution is
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·2· ·to have an in-depth conversation where we

·3· ·examine the findings of that particular

·4· ·study and try to put ourself in a

·5· ·position to look at what we've done wrong

·6· ·and explore what we need to do better in

·7· ·the future.

·8· · · · · · ·So that hearing is going to be

·9· ·next month.· I believe the date is

10· ·December 6th, and we're inviting the

11· ·public as well as other stakeholders to

12· ·be a part of the conversation so we can

13· ·explore what direction we go in as a city

14· ·moving forward.

15· · · · · · ·Thank you, Council President.

16· · · · · · ·Thank you, colleagues.

17· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18· ·Thank you, Councilman.

19· · · · · · ·This week's Calendar.

20· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman Jones

21· ·offers seven bills and six resolutions.

22· ·On behalf of Council President Clarke, an

23· ·ordinance amending Bill No. 230144,

24· ·entitled "An Ordinance To adopt a Capital

25· ·Program for the Six Fiscal Years 2024 to
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·2· ·2029 Inclusive," by revising various

·3· ·appropriation amounts; and

·4· · · · · · ·An ordinance amending Bill No.

·5· ·230145, entitled "An ordinance To adopt a

·6· ·Fiscal 2024 Capital Budget," by revising

·7· ·various appropriation amounts and totals;

·8· ·and

·9· · · · · · ·An ordinance authorizing

10· ·transfers in appropriations for Fiscal

11· ·Year 2024; and

12· · · · · · ·An ordinance authorizing

13· ·transfers in appropriations for Fiscal

14· ·Year 2023; and

15· · · · · · ·An ordinance authorizing the

16· ·revision of lines and grades on a portion

17· ·of City Plan No. 63 by striking from the

18· ·City Plan and vacating Carlton Street

19· ·from Twentieth Street to its terminus

20· ·eastwardly therefrom; and

21· · · · · · ·An ordinance to amend the

22· ·Philadelphia Zoning Maps by changing the

23· ·zoning designations of certain areas of

24· ·land located within an area bounded by

25· ·Callowhill Street, 18th Street, Vine
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·2· ·Street, and 20th Street and to amend

·3· ·Title 14 of The Philadelphia Code,

·4· ·entitled "Zoning and Planning," by

·5· ·revising Chapter 14-500, "Overlay Zoning

·6· ·Districts."

·7· · · · · · ·And on his own behalf,

·8· ·Councilman Jones offers an ordinance

·9· ·amending Title 14 of The Philadelphia

10· ·Code, entitled "Zoning and Planning," by

11· ·revising certain provisions of Section

12· ·14-524, entitled "/FDO, Fourth District

13· ·Overlay District."

14· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15· ·Thank you.· Is that all the bills,

16· ·Mr. Decker?

17· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Those are all the

18· ·bills, Mr. President.

19· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20· ·Thank you.

21· · · · · · ·Those seven bills just read by

22· ·the Chief Clerk will be referred to the

23· ·appropriate committee.

24· · · · · · ·Councilman Jones, did you want

25· ·to be recognized on the resolution?
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·2· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Not on the

·3· ·bills.· The resolutions, sir.

·4· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· All

·5· ·right.· Thank you.

·6· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman Jones

·7· ·also offers six resolutions.· On behalf

·8· ·of Council President Clarke, a resolution

·9· ·confirming the appointment of Valerie I.

10· ·Harrison, as a member of the Board of

11· ·Ethics, to serve in the term ending

12· ·November 16, 2024.· That's

13· ·non-privileged.

14· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15· ·Referred to committee.

16· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a privileged

17· ·resolution designating December 3, 2023,

18· ·as "Rocky Day" in the City of

19· ·Philadelphia to celebrate the anniversary

20· ·of the 1976 motion picture debut of

21· ·Rocky.

22· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· This

23· ·one, Councilman?

24· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· No.

25· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· All
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·2· ·right.· Today's Calendar.

·3· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And on his own

·4· ·behalf, Councilman Jones offers a

·5· ·privileged resolution honoring

·6· ·Philadelphia Eagles' safety Kevin Byard

·7· ·and welcoming him back to Philadelphia.

·8· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· This

·9· ·week's Calendar.

10· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a privileged

11· ·resolution Recognizing and Honoring the

12· ·Philadelphia Express Track Club for over

13· ·30 years of service to the youth of

14· ·Philadelphia, and their efforts to

15· ·provide youth in the area access to a

16· ·sporting program which emphasizes the

17· ·values support, teamwork, and

18· ·sportsmanship.

19· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· This

20· ·week's Calendar.

21· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a privileged

22· ·resolution honoring the United Age Group

23· ·Track Club Association for their decades

24· ·of contributions and dedication to youth

25· ·track and field development in
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·2· ·Philadelphia.

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· This

·4· ·week's Calendar.

·5· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a privileged

·6· ·resolution authorizing the City Council

·7· ·Committee on Public Safety to hold

·8· ·hearings examining the use of vehicle

·9· ·immobilizing "window barnacles" as a form

10· ·of predatory parking by private entities

11· ·to understand the impact they have on

12· ·Philadelphia residents.

13· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Also

14· ·this week's Calendar.

15· · · · · · ·Now?

16· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Yes, now,

17· ·please.

18· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19· ·Thank you.· The Chair recognizes

20· ·Councilman Jones.

21· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Thank you so

22· ·much, Mr. President.

23· · · · · · ·Just for the record, Member

24· ·Thomas is co-sponsoring on all of those

25· ·sports-related resolutions, because he is
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·2· ·the resident Councilperson on sports.

·3· · · · · · ·But to windshield barnacles, a

·4· ·phenomena in my district and in other

·5· ·parts of Philadelphia has popped up and

·6· ·it's these windshield barnacles, which we

·7· ·gave the illustration to members of

·8· ·Council.· My concern about them is that

·9· ·they are, A, unauthorized by the City of

10· ·Philadelphia or the Parking Authority;

11· ·that, B, they have excessive amounts of

12· ·fees associated to get your car

13· ·remobilized and the windshield barnacles

14· ·removed; and, No. 3, and as important, is

15· ·public safety, because for whatever

16· ·invention that we have to prevent certain

17· ·activities, someone will cleverly try to

18· ·work their way around it.

19· · · · · · ·Some individuals have tried to

20· ·ride off with these windshield barnacles

21· ·and peeping through the side, which poses

22· ·a hazard not only to the driver but to

23· ·those people driving on the streets near

24· ·them.

25· · · · · · ·So we want to take a look at
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·2· ·this and take a posture that it might be

·3· ·a good idea, it might not be a good idea,

·4· ·but we darn sure need to talk about it

·5· ·before people just take it upon

·6· ·themselves to start implementing

·7· ·technology with such dangerous

·8· ·implications.

·9· · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. President.

10· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11· ·Thank you, Councilman.

12· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

13· ·Johnson offers three bills, entitled "An

14· ·ordinance authorizing the revision of

15· ·lines and grades on a portion of City

16· ·Plan No. 15-S by placing on the City Plan

17· ·Alter Street from Fifteenth Street to

18· ·Sixteenth Street"; and

19· · · · · · ·An ordinance authorizing the

20· ·Commissioner of Public Property to grant

21· ·to the Pennsylvania Department of

22· ·Transportation an easement on a portion

23· ·of a parcel or parcels of land in and

24· ·about the area bounded by Race Street,

25· ·24th Street, Spruce Street and the
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·2· ·Schuylkill River; and

·3· · · · · · ·An ordinance authorizing the

·4· ·Director of Aviation, on behalf of the

·5· ·City of Philadelphia, to acquire fee

·6· ·simple title or a lesser real estate

·7· ·interest in all or a portion of a parcel

·8· ·or parcels of land in and about the area

·9· ·bounded by Executive Avenue, Enterprise

10· ·Avenue, I-95 and Penrose Avenue, more

11· ·commonly known as 8350 Enterprise Avenue.

12· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13· ·Thank you.· Those three bills will be

14· ·referred to the appropriate committee.

15· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

16· ·Lozada offers three bills and five

17· ·resolutions, entitled "An ordinance

18· ·authorizing the plotting upon City Plan

19· ·Nos. 157 and 226 of two certain drainage

20· ·areas, located on either side of Erie

21· ·Avenue between Third Street and Lawrence

22· ·Street"; and

23· · · · · · ·An ordinance amending Section

24· ·7-202 of Title 7 ("Housing Code") of The

25· ·Philadelphia Code to modify the
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·2· ·definition of "affordable housing

·3· ·property"; and

·4· · · · · · ·An ordinance authorizing the

·5· ·revision of lines and grades on a portion

·6· ·of City Plan No. 226 by placing on the

·7· ·City Plan an irregularly-shaped area

·8· ·along the easterly side of Fifth Street,

·9· ·between Hunting Park Avenue and Bristol

10· ·Street.

11· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12· ·Those bills will be referred to

13· ·committee.

14· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

15· ·non-privileged resolution authorizing the

16· ·Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 3358

17· ·Kensington Avenue located in the 7th

18· ·Councilmanic District.

19· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Next

20· ·week's Calendar.

21· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

22· ·non-privileged resolution authorizing the

23· ·Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2045

24· ·North 4th Street located in the 7th

25· ·Councilmanic District.
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·2· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Next

·3· ·week's Calendar.

·4· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

·5· ·non-privileged resolution authorizing the

·6· ·Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 1909

·7· ·North Philip Street located in 7th

·8· ·Councilman District.

·9· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Next

10· ·week's Calendar.

11· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

12· ·non-privileged resolution authorizing the

13· ·Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 2550

14· ·North Lee Street located in the 7th

15· ·Councilmanic District.

16· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Also

17· ·next week's Calendar.

18· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

19· ·non-privileged resolution authorizing the

20· ·conveyance of ownership interest in and

21· ·the assignment of the purchase and

22· ·development agreement for 1921, 23, 25,

23· ·and 27 East Somerset Street, and 3022 and

24· ·3026 North American Street located in the

25· ·Seventh Councilmanic District.
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·2· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· And

·3· ·next week's Calendar.

·4· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

·5· ·Brooks offers a privileged resolution

·6· ·congratulating and recognizing Youth

·7· ·Empowerment for Advancement Hangout for

·8· ·the grand opening of their Neighborhood

·9· ·Food Market in West Philadelphia and for

10· ·their transformative work with

11· ·Philadelphia's youth.

12· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

13· ·Chair recognizes Councilwoman Brooks.

14· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· Thank

15· ·you, Council President.

16· · · · · · ·Today I'm introducing a

17· ·resolution to honor YEAH Philly, a

18· ·Black-led non-profit organization that

19· ·has been a champion for our young people,

20· ·both on the ground and in the halls of

21· ·power, since its founding in 2018.

22· · · · · · ·Many of us see the connection

23· ·between the lack of opportunities for our

24· ·young people and our current gun violence

25· ·crisis, but very few organizations are as
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·2· ·deeply and directly connected to the

·3· ·needs and challenges of Philly's young

·4· ·people as YEAH Philly.

·5· · · · · · ·By consistently showing up for

·6· ·young people, especially those labeled as

·7· ·having violent histories, YEAH Philly has

·8· ·earned the trust that is absolutely

·9· ·essential for changing young people's

10· ·lives.

11· · · · · · ·YEAH Philly was started when

12· ·Kendra Van de Water and James Aye saw a

13· ·need for stronger support for youth and

14· ·started running workshops in rec centers.

15· ·The organization now owns its own West

16· ·Philadelphia row home and provides over

17· ·500 youth per year a safe, authentic

18· ·hangout space.· They also recently opened

19· ·the first free grocery store in

20· ·Philadelphia, the Neighborhood Food

21· ·Market, which is run entirely by teens

22· ·and young adults, members of YEAH Philly.

23· · · · · · ·In addition to providing safe

24· ·space, free food, and critical employment

25· ·skills for young people, YEAH Philly also
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·2· ·brings young people to the center of

·3· ·policy decisions that impact their lives.

·4· ·Working with legislators in Harrisburg,

·5· ·YEAH Philly organizes "change the rules"

·6· ·to make it easier for young people to get

·7· ·access to their birth certificates and

·8· ·other legal documents that -- and they

·9· ·continue to advocate for much-needed

10· ·changes to a juvenile justice system that

11· ·has failed too many of our Black young

12· ·people.

13· · · · · · ·YEAH Philly expertly knits

14· ·together practical youth opportunities

15· ·with the needs of their neighborhoods and

16· ·creates programs that engage youth in

17· ·ways that make them feel heard, loved,

18· ·and empowered to make a difference in

19· ·their own lives and in the world.· Their

20· ·work is a model for the kind of deep

21· ·investments in young people that we need

22· ·in every corner of our city.

23· · · · · · ·So please join me today in

24· ·commending and congratulating the

25· ·founders of YEAH Philly, Kendra Van de
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·2· ·Water and James Aye, who are with us

·3· ·today.

·4· · · · · · · · · - - -

·5· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

·6· · · · · · · · · - - -

·7· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· Thank you

·8· ·so much, Council President.

·9· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10· ·Thank you, Councilwoman.

11· · · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

12· ·Councilwoman Gauthier.

13· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· Thank

14· ·you, Council President.

15· · · · · · ·I wanted to add my thanks and

16· ·congratulations to YEAH Philly and

17· ·specifically to Kendra and James for the

18· ·work that they do.· I'm so proud to have

19· ·them in my district.

20· · · · · · ·We talk a lot about engaging

21· ·young people, but I don't know of any

22· ·advocates -- there aren't many advocates

23· ·as credible as they are.· The young

24· ·people that we're talking about helping,

25· ·keeping out of the path of violence,
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·2· ·those young people are engaging with YEAH

·3· ·Philly, and I just really appreciate the

·4· ·authenticity with which they carry out

·5· ·their work and their important role in

·6· ·our city.

·7· · · · · · ·So thank you so much.

·8· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·9· ·Thank you, Councilwoman.

10· · · · · · ·And that will be on today's

11· ·Calendar.

12· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

13· ·Gauthier offers one bill and three

14· ·resolutions, entitled "An ordinance to

15· ·approve amendments to the University of

16· ·Pennsylvania Master Plan in the area

17· ·bounded by Chestnut Street, 33rd Street,

18· ·Walnut Street, and 34th Street, related

19· ·to the Student Performing Arts Center."

20· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21· ·Referred to committee.

22· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

23· ·non-privileged resolution authorizing the

24· ·Philadelphia Land Bank to dispose of 5232

25· ·Chester Avenue located in the 3rd
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·2· ·Councilmanic District.

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Next

·4· ·week's Calendar.

·5· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a privileged

·6· ·resolution recognizing and honoring the

·7· ·dedicated and loyal service of Diana

·8· ·Cortes, Esquire.

·9· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10· ·Today's Calendar.

11· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a privileged

12· ·resolution declaring November 2023 Smell

13· ·and Taste Testing Month in the City of

14· ·Philadelphia, in recognition of the

15· ·contributions of the Monell Chemical

16· ·Senses Center and its groundbreaking

17· ·smell and taste research.

18· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

19· ·Chair recognizes Councilwoman Gauthier.

20· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· I want

21· ·to speak on two of my resolutions.

22· ·First, the resolution for our City

23· ·Solicitor.

24· · · · · · ·In February 2021, this body

25· ·proudly confirmed Diana Cortes to become
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·2· ·the first Latina City Solicitor in our

·3· ·city's more than 300-year history.· Since

·4· ·then, Solicitor Cortes has fought

·5· ·tirelessly for the City of Philadelphia

·6· ·and its residents.

·7· · · · · · ·She combatted gun violence

·8· ·through litigation, suing ghost gun

·9· ·manufacturers and challenging unjust and

10· ·paralyzing state preemption, and she won

11· ·over $200 million -- let me call and say

12· ·that again -- $200 million for

13· ·Philadelphians in a settlement against

14· ·opioid manufacturers perpetuating

15· ·addiction.

16· · · · · · ·Solicitor Cortes also played a

17· ·core role in settling IBID's lawsuit

18· ·against me over the University City

19· ·Townhomes.· Together, we won a historic

20· ·three and a half million dollars for the

21· ·former tenants and received 20 percent of

22· ·the existing townhome site, where the

23· ·City will construct a permanent deeply

24· ·affordable housing development and green

25· ·space.
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·2· · · · · · ·This historic win was no small

·3· ·feat.· I once calculated that my team

·4· ·spent 1,000 hours collectively on this

·5· ·lawsuit, and I'm sure that the Law

·6· ·Department would come up with a similar

·7· ·statistic if they did the math.

·8· · · · · · ·I just want to pause here and

·9· ·editorialize a bit.· When I started in

10· ·Council, I heard this myth that like the

11· ·Law Department and the Solicitor work for

12· ·the Mayor, right, and they can't --

13· ·they're not going to really fight for

14· ·Council because the Mayor sort of writes

15· ·their checks, and for me, that was

16· ·dispelled when I saw Diana and her team

17· ·fight so hard for the tenants of the

18· ·University City Townhomes.

19· · · · · · ·They were up against some of

20· ·the highest paid lawyers in this city,

21· ·and they kicked butt.· And the thing that

22· ·I will never forget and I'll always be

23· ·grateful for is that I felt like Diana

24· ·put her whole heart into, you know,

25· ·winning that lawsuit and into getting a
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·2· ·just settlement for my constituents, and

·3· ·I'm always going to be appreciative of

·4· ·her for that.

·5· · · · · · ·Next Friday will be Solicitor

·6· ·Cortes's final day with the City of

·7· ·Philadelphia.

·8· · · · · · ·Solicitor Cortes, we are very

·9· ·sorry to see you go, but we wish you all

10· ·the best in your future endeavors, and

11· ·thank you for your years of pioneering

12· ·and dutiful service to the City of

13· ·Philadelphia.

14· · · · · · ·Please stand up so we can

15· ·acknowledge you.

16· · · · · · · · · - - -

17· · · · · · ·(Standing ovation.)

18· · · · · · · · · - - -

19· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20· ·Thank you, Councilwoman.

21· · · · · · ·The Chair --

22· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· Next

23· ·I'd like to speak on my other resolution.

24· ·I'm sorry.

25· · · · · · ·Okay.· So I talk a lot in this
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·2· ·Chamber about Philadelphia's world-class

·3· ·life sciences industry, and one of our

·4· ·City's earliest pioneers in this space is

·5· ·the Monell Chemical Senses Center.· For

·6· ·55 years, the Monell Center has been the

·7· ·world's only independent non-profit

·8· ·scientific institute dedicated to

·9· ·interdisciplinary research based on the

10· ·senses of taste and smell.

11· · · · · · ·I'll admit that when I first

12· ·heard about the Monell Center's work, I

13· ·was perplexed, because we don't usually

14· ·think of taste and smell as indicators of

15· ·serious illness, but COVID turned this

16· ·right on its head, because losing taste

17· ·and smell became the first major

18· ·indicators that someone was sick with the

19· ·Coronavirus.

20· · · · · · ·For more than a half a century,

21· ·Monell has blazed the path by encouraging

22· ·public health officials to adopt smell

23· ·and taste testing as a health monitoring

24· ·and preventative tool.· It is because of

25· ·the Monell Center that the National
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·2· ·Institutes of Health describe a future

·3· ·where medical providers use routine smell

·4· ·testing to identify patients more likely

·5· ·to develop neurodegenerative disorders.

·6· · · · · · ·The Monell Center is much more

·7· ·than an advocate.· They developed a rapid

·8· ·smell test that makes routine smell

·9· ·screening acceptable and affordable to

10· ·all.· In this upcoming weekend, they'll

11· ·be hosting the first-ever conference on

12· ·smell and taste testing right here in

13· ·Philadelphia.

14· · · · · · ·This summer I had the pleasure

15· ·of attending the capstone for Monell's

16· ·science apprenticeship program, which

17· ·exposes young people to the life sciences

18· ·and connects them to leaders in the

19· ·space.

20· · · · · · ·Life sciences companies are

21· ·flooding into our communities, and with

22· ·billions of dollars worth of development

23· ·going up all around us, this trend is not

24· ·slowing down any time soon.· We have the

25· ·opportunity right now to lift residents
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·2· ·out of poverty and into prosperity by

·3· ·ensuring Philadelphians obtain the

·4· ·high-paying jobs that these companies

·5· ·promise to generate in the next several

·6· ·years.

·7· · · · · · ·But we know that minorities are

·8· ·significantly underrepresented in STEM.

·9· ·Only nine percent of STEM employees are

10· ·Black, and only eight percent are

11· ·Hispanic.· And so it's on all of us to

12· ·ensure residents of color have the skills

13· ·and opportunities they need to obtain

14· ·lucrative life sciences jobs, and this

15· ·starts by creating pathways like Monell's

16· ·science apprenticeship program for young

17· ·people who want to be involved with the

18· ·cutting edge of science and medicine.

19· · · · · · ·I'm proud to represent

20· ·organizations like the Monell Center that

21· ·have answered the call and dedicated

22· ·themselves to uplifting Philadelphia.

23· · · · · · ·Can everyone here today from

24· ·the Monell Center please stand so we can

25· ·recognize you.
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·2· · · · · · · · · - - -

·3· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

·4· · · · · · · · · - - -

·5· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· Thank

·6· ·you so much.

·7· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·8· ·Thank you, Councilwoman.

·9· · · · · · ·The Chair recognizes Councilman

10· ·Thomas I believe on the first resolution.

11· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· Thank you,

12· ·Council President.

13· · · · · · ·I hadn't planned on making

14· ·remarks, but I just wanted to take a

15· ·moment to congratulate our outgoing City

16· ·Solicitor.· Councilmember Gauthier said a

17· ·lot of the demographic information as far

18· ·as her making history, but just on a

19· ·personal level, I really appreciated

20· ·working with Solicitor Cortes.

21· · · · · · ·Two quick stories.· The first

22· ·one, Council President, as you know, when

23· ·we went through the lawsuit with the

24· ·School District of Philadelphia, which I

25· ·still don't understand, but I'm glad it's
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·2· ·settled, and her ability to help navigate

·3· ·that confusing process and put us in a

·4· ·position to rectify a problem that we all

·5· ·know exists as it relates to our

·6· ·facilities, she was absolutely amazing

·7· ·throughout the course of that process,

·8· ·and I appreciate her as the Education

·9· ·Chair for navigating that.

10· · · · · · ·And of course what she did with

11· ·driving equality.· We went through a lot

12· ·with the driving equality legislation

13· ·from the time it was introduced to the

14· ·time it was passed to a number of

15· ·different lawsuits that we went through,

16· ·and Solicitor Cortes was flat-out

17· ·amazing.

18· · · · · · ·I'm going to miss her.· I'm

19· ·super sad that she's leaving, but I'm

20· ·happy for her and her family that she's

21· ·able to transition into a space where she

22· ·can continue to show her amazing ability

23· ·and great talent.

24· · · · · · ·So I don't do this often, but

25· ·for Solicitor Cortes, I did want to just
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·2· ·take a moment to offer her a few brief

·3· ·remarks but, more importantly, thank her

·4· ·for her service to the City of

·5· ·Philadelphia.· If I can look back on my

·6· ·time and make the change that she's made,

·7· ·then I know that our time in government

·8· ·was worth it.

·9· · · · · · ·So thank you, Solicitor.

10· ·Congratulations to you and your family,

11· ·and you will definitely be missed by this

12· ·body.

13· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14· ·Thank you.· Thank you, Councilman.

15· · · · · · · · · - - -

16· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

17· · · · · · · · · - - -

18· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

19· ·Chair recognizes Councilman Jones.

20· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· I want to

21· ·join the chorus wishing that she would

22· ·change her mind and stay with us, but we

23· ·can't keep good talent forever.

24· · · · · · ·I want to reflect on a couple

25· ·of cases, one of which you asked me,
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·2· ·Mr. President, to represent City Council

·3· ·on lost and stolen guns, and her and her

·4· ·team advised us on the fact that it was

·5· ·not probable that we would win, but it

·6· ·was definite that we would fight.

·7· ·Because sometimes it's not all about

·8· ·winning.· It's about standing up to the

·9· ·bully on the schoolyard to let them know

10· ·that you're just not going to -- it's not

11· ·sweet, as they would say.

12· · · · · · ·Second one is, they fought for

13· ·us, the City of Philadelphia, about

14· ·bandit gambling machines that proliferate

15· ·in our district, put together a solid

16· ·legal team, and it's not here that they

17· ·had to travel, they had to go up to

18· ·Harrisburg.· And there's a whole

19· ·different type of -- I mean folk up there

20· ·that don't see Philadelphia as a part of

21· ·the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and her

22· ·team and her, again, stood strong for

23· ·this city, and I will truly forever be

24· ·grateful, and you will be truly missed by

25· ·the City of Philadelphia.
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·2· · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. President.

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·4· ·Thank you, Councilman.

·5· · · · · · · · · - - -

·6· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

·7· · · · · · · · · - - -

·8· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·9· ·Thank you so much.· We can ditto those

10· ·remarks on behalf of all members of

11· ·Council.

12· · · · · · ·That will be on today's

13· ·Calendar.

14· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

15· ·Driscoll offers two bills, entitled "An

16· ·ordinance amending Title 14 of The

17· ·Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Zoning and

18· ·Planning,' by creating an overlay

19· ·district entitled '/KEA Kensington El

20· ·Area Overlay District,' to include

21· ·certain areas of land within the area

22· ·bounded by Erie Avenue, Torresdale

23· ·Avenue, Hunting Park Avenue, Jasper

24· ·Street, Castor Avenue, Glenwood Avenue,

25· ·Jasper Street, Tioga Street, and K
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·2· ·Street."

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·4· ·Referred to committee.

·5· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And an ordinance

·6· ·to amend the Philadelphia Zoning Maps by

·7· ·changing the zoning designations of

·8· ·certain areas of land located within an

·9· ·area bounded by Emerald Street, Ontario

10· ·Street, Braddock Street, and Cornwall

11· ·Street.

12· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13· ·Referred to committee.

14· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

15· ·Squilla offers three bills and five

16· ·resolutions, entitled "An ordinance

17· ·authorizing encroachments in the nature

18· ·of a sidewalk cafe in the vicinity of 743

19· ·South 4th Street"; and

20· · · · · · ·An ordinance to amend the

21· ·Philadelphia Zoning Maps by changing the

22· ·zoning designations of certain areas of

23· ·land located within an area bounded by

24· ·Clearfield Street, Witte Street, Ann

25· ·Street, and Amber Street; and
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·2· · · · · · ·An ordinance approving the

·3· ·plan, estimated costs and proposed method

·4· ·of assessment and charges of the South

·5· ·Street Headhouse District of Philadelphia

·6· ·for and concerning business improvements

·7· ·and administrative services to the

·8· ·eastern South Street and Headhouse areas

·9· ·of the City of Philadelphia.

10· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11· ·Those three bills will be referred to

12· ·committee.

13· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

14· ·non-privileged resolution, on behalf of

15· ·Council President Clarke, reappointing

16· ·Angela Val to the Board of Directors of

17· ·the Center City District.

18· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Next

19· ·week's Calendar.

20· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a

21· ·non-privileged resolution appointing Dan

22· ·Killinger to the Board of Directors of

23· ·the Center City District; and

24· · · · · · ·A non-privileged resolution

25· ·reappointing Jack Sokoloff to the Board
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·2· ·of Directors of the Center City District;

·3· ·and

·4· · · · · · ·A non-privileged resolution

·5· ·appointing Jamal Johnson to the Board of

·6· ·Directors of the Center City District;

·7· ·and

·8· · · · · · ·A non-privileged resolution

·9· ·reappointing Randall Scott to the Board

10· ·of Directors of the Center City District.

11· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12· ·Those will be referred to committee.

13· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman Bass

14· ·offers one bill and one resolution,

15· ·entitled "An ordinance amending Chapter

16· ·11-708 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

17· ·'Traffic Calming Measures for Schools,'

18· ·by authorizing the Department of Streets

19· ·to additionally install traffic calming

20· ·measures in the vicinity of senior

21· ·housing."

22· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· That

23· ·bill will be referred to committee.

24· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a privileged

25· ·resolution congratulating Martin Luther
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·2· ·King High School football team for

·3· ·winning the Public League Liberty

·4· ·Division Title.

·5· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· And

·6· ·that will be this week's Calendar.

·7· · · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

·8· ·Councilwoman Bass.

·9· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Well, thank

10· ·you, Mr. President.

11· · · · · · ·I don't see my colleague

12· ·Councilman Thomas right this second, but

13· ·I did want to just make sure that he was

14· ·in the loop on Martin Luther King and the

15· ·outstanding achievement by our football

16· ·team.· And so we say congratulations and

17· ·kudos to them, to those hard-working

18· ·young folks for this accomplishment.

19· · · · · · ·I also wanted to speak very

20· ·briefly on the bill that we introduced

21· ·today.· And just to give a little bit of

22· ·a history, pre-pandemic we introduced a

23· ·resolution calling on traffic calming --

24· ·a discussion around traffic calming

25· ·related to exactly what we could do
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·2· ·around areas where particularly

·3· ·vulnerable citizens were congregating,

·4· ·whether they were schools or daycares and

·5· ·the like, and I know that Councilman

·6· ·Phillips did a fantastic job last year by

·7· ·introducing a bill which provided speed

·8· ·bumps particularly around school and made

·9· ·them a priority.

10· · · · · · ·Today we're following up on

11· ·that by looking out for another group of

12· ·constituents who might be vulnerable in

13· ·this light, and that will be our senior

14· ·facilities, so our senior centers, our

15· ·senior housing complexes, because we want

16· ·to make sure that they are safe as well.

17· · · · · · ·You know, it's funny,

18· ·pre-pandemic people were driving a little

19· ·bit crazy in Philadelphia.· You know,

20· ·post-pandemic, people are driving even

21· ·more crazier.· It's hard to believe you

22· ·didn't believe that it could get any

23· ·worse, but right now we really need to

24· ·slow traffic down.· And so I'm really

25· ·honored to be able to have support of all
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·2· ·of my colleagues in bringing this bill

·3· ·forward.

·4· · · · · · ·So thank you, Mr. President.

·5· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·6· ·Thank you, Councilwoman.

·7· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· There are no

·8· ·other bills or resolutions being offered

·9· ·today by the members, Mr. President.

10· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11· ·Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.

12· · · · · · ·That concludes the introduction

13· ·of bills and resolutions by members of

14· ·the committee.

15· · · · · · ·We have no reports from

16· ·committees today, so our next order of

17· ·business is the consideration of the

18· ·Calendar.

19· · · · · · ·There being no bills on our

20· ·First Reading Calendar today, the Chair

21· ·recognizes Councilman Jones for a motion

22· ·concerning bills and resolutions on our

23· ·Second Reading and Final Passage Calendar

24· ·today.

25· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Thank you,
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·2· · ·Mr. President.· I move that the rules of

·3· · ·Council be suspended to permit the use of

·4· · ·a Consent Agenda for the following bills

·5· · ·being brought up from Second Reading to

·6· · ·Final Passage Calendar:· 230575, 230652,

·7· · ·230547, 230578, 230626, 230627, 230628,

·8· · ·230650.

·9· · · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

10· · · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11· · ·Thank you.· It's been moved and seconded

12· · ·that the rules of Council be suspended to

13· · ·permit the use of a Consent Agenda to

14· · ·consider the bills just read by

15· · ·Councilman Jones.

16· · · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

17· · ·aye.

18· · · · · · · ·(Aye.)

19· · · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20· · ·Those opposed?

21· · · · · · · ·(No response.)

22· · · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

23· · ·ayes have it.· The motion carries.· We

24· · ·will consider the Consent Agenda very

25· · ·shortly.
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·2· · · · · · ·The Chair again recognizes

·3· ·Councilman Jones for the purpose of

·4· ·calling up bills and resolutions on the

·5· ·regular Second Reading and Final Passage

·6· ·Calendar.

·7· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Thank you

·8· ·again, Mr. President.· In addition to the

·9· ·bills being considered on the Consent

10· ·Agenda today, the following resolutions

11· ·and bills are being brought up from

12· ·Second Reading and Final Passage

13· ·Calendars today:· 230752, 230757, 230758,

14· ·230759, 230 -- no; 22 -- no; correction,

15· ·200253-A, 230574, 230585, and 230629, as

16· ·well as 230630.· All other bills and

17· ·resolutions are being held.

18· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

19· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's

20· ·been moved and properly seconded.

21· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

22· ·aye.

23· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

24· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25· ·Those opposed?
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·2· · · · · · ·(No response.)

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

·4· ·ayes have it and the motion carries.

·5· · · · · · ·Thank you, Councilman.

·6· · · · · · ·Before we proceed with our

·7· ·agenda today, we will have our public

·8· ·comment session.· Your public comment

·9· ·must concern matters on the Second

10· ·Reading and Final Passage Calendar today.

11· ·If you have signed up -- if you have not

12· ·signed up, you may do so now at the table

13· ·outside of the Council Chambers with the

14· ·Sergeant-of-Arms.

15· · · · · · ·When your name is called, you

16· ·will go to the podium in the middle of

17· ·the Council Chambers.· There's a device

18· ·on that podium.· When it is your time to

19· ·be called, you will see a green light on

20· ·the podium.· Today we are going to

21· ·adjust, because we have a significant

22· ·number of individuals that wish to

23· ·testify, so we want to make sure that

24· ·everybody has that opportunity.· So we'd

25· ·ask that you please adjust your testimony
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·2· ·to two minutes.· Thank you.

·3· · · · · · ·When the light turns green,

·4· ·please speak.· When the light turns

·5· ·yellow, you will have 30 seconds to

·6· ·conclude your remarks.· And when the

·7· ·light turns red, we'd ask that you please

·8· ·adhere to our guidelines and conclude

·9· ·your remarks.

10· · · · · · ·Again, as always, we really

11· ·appreciate you coming down to participate

12· ·in your government in action, and we

13· ·thank you for your participation and your

14· ·testimony today.· Thank you very much.

15· · · · · · ·Mr. Decker, will you please

16· ·call the first name on the list.

17· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· The first speaker

18· ·is Patrice Hubert, commenting on 230802.

19· · · · · · ·(Witness approached podium.)

20· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Good

21· ·morning.

22· · · · · · ·MS. HUBERT:· Good morning.· My

23· ·name is Patrice Hubert.· I'm a

24· ·second-year post-doc at Monell Chemical

25· ·Senses Center, and I'm here in support of
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·2· ·Councilmember Jamie Gauthier's taste and

·3· ·smell testing resolution.

·4· · · · · · ·My daughter and I relocated

·5· ·from Connecticut to Philadelphia so I can

·6· ·do this fellowship at the Monell Center.

·7· ·I was recruited to apply and encouraged

·8· ·by my mentors in Connecticut to pursue

·9· ·this opportunity, and from my experience

10· ·thus far, I would say Monell does an

11· ·excellent job at recruiting top

12· ·scientists to the Philadelphia area in

13· ·advance of their knowledge in the taste

14· ·and smell field.

15· · · · · · ·So when I came to Monell, my

16· ·focus was on the role of taste and human

17· ·nutrition.· My background is a

18· ·nutritional scientist and health

19· ·promotion, with a focus on behavior

20· ·change.· So I was interested in learning

21· ·more about taste and why we choose what

22· ·we eat as applied to taste and smell to

23· ·help guide people to healthier eating

24· ·behaviors.

25· · · · · · ·Since coming here and studying
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·2· ·with other mentors, I've become more

·3· ·interested in understanding the

·4· ·inequities that are in healthcare and

·5· ·limited representation of diverse

·6· ·communities in biomedical research.

·7· ·Therefore, my research has taken a pivot

·8· ·and to bridging my background in

·9· ·nutrition and community health and

10· ·applying them (unintelligible) that we

11· ·use to recruit target populations and to

12· ·health behavior studies to clinical taste

13· ·and smell studies.

14· · · · · · ·I am honored here to support

15· ·the resolution put forward by

16· ·Councilmember Jamie Gauthier declaring

17· ·November as Smell and Taste Testing

18· ·Month.· My mentor, Dr. Reed, was one of

19· ·the leads on the project to develop

20· ·SCENTinel, a rapid smell test.· Rapid

21· ·smell tests, or SCENTinel, make it

22· ·possible for doctors to offer this

23· ·intervention to improve our mental

24· ·health, nutritional health, and our brain

25· ·health and play a role in improving
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·2· ·health inequities.

·3· · · · · · ·Thank you, Councilmember Jamie

·4· ·Gauthier, for sponsoring this resolution

·5· ·the Monell Center will proudly display at

·6· ·our conference next week, which I'll be

·7· ·speaking at discussing taste and smell

·8· ·and how it impacts our dietary choices.

·9· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10· ·Thank you.· Thank you for your testimony.

11· ·Appreciate it.

12· · · · · · · · · - - -

13· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

14· · · · · · · · · - - -

15· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Danielle Reed,

16· ·commenting on 230802.

17· · · · · · ·(Witness approached podium.)

18· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Good

19· ·morning.

20· · · · · · ·MS. REED:· My name is Danielle

21· ·Reed and I'm a scientist at the Monell

22· ·Center, and Councilwoman Gauthier told us

23· ·about the importance of smell and the

24· ·special place of Philadelphia, and I'd

25· ·like to illustrate that with a story, a
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·2· ·personal story.

·3· · · · · · ·So I'm a scientist and I came

·4· ·to Monell when I was very young, and I

·5· ·met another scientist and we fell in love

·6· ·and got married and had children, and he

·7· ·would always help me with my smell and

·8· ·taste tests.· Except about ten years ago,

·9· ·he no longer could help me, because I was

10· ·giving him a rose odor to smell and he

11· ·literally couldn't smell the roses, and I

12· ·didn't know why at that time he lost his

13· ·sense of smell, but we now know that the

14· ·loss of taste and smell is one of the

15· ·very first symptoms of Parkinson's

16· ·disease.· And so I didn't understand at

17· ·the time what was happening, but this

18· ·last year my husband was diagnosed with

19· ·Parkinson's disease.

20· · · · · · ·So you may be wondering and I'm

21· ·wondering if he had gotten a taste and

22· ·smell test at the doctor's office ten

23· ·years ago and the doctor had understood

24· ·what was happening and could have made a

25· ·diagnosis of Parkinson's, that he would
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·2· ·have benefited from ten years of early

·3· ·treatment.

·4· · · · · · ·And so I'd just like to offer

·5· ·my personal story as an illustration to

·6· ·the point that Councilwoman Gauthier made

·7· ·about the importance of taste and smell

·8· ·in health.

·9· · · · · · ·So I appreciate your attention,

10· ·and I thank you.

11· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12· ·Thank you.· Thank you for your testimony.

13· · · · · · · · · - - -

14· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

15· · · · · · · · · - - -

16· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· George Gordon,

17· ·commenting on 230630.

18· · · · · · ·(Witness approached podium.)

19· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Good

20· ·morning.

21· · · · · · ·MR. GORDON:· Good morning.· My

22· ·name is George Gordon and I am here to

23· ·oppose the Bill 230630.

24· · · · · · ·I'm a proud fourth-generation

25· ·resident and became a homeowner in the
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·2· ·Strawberry Mansion area of the 2400 block

·3· ·of 29th Street in 1981.· I am a block

·4· ·captain of the 2400 block of 29th Street

·5· ·and I am a Steering Committee Chair on

·6· ·the Strawberry Mansion Neighborhood and

·7· ·Homeowners Association.

·8· · · · · · ·I am asking as an individual

·9· ·whose property is also on the list on

10· ·behalf of the Association that we be

11· ·given adequate opportunity to be fully

12· ·informed, have opportunity to ask

13· ·questions, decode the legal language of

14· ·the bill and with a legal expert, and

15· ·meet with community members at a time

16· ·which is reasonably for most

17· ·working-class residents, as the afternoon

18· ·City Hall hearing and community meeting

19· ·disadvantage residents from being able to

20· ·fully participate.

21· · · · · · ·I have maintained my property

22· ·value integrity in the community as a

23· ·resident and not as a developer.  I

24· ·understand the financial responsibility

25· ·and pride that homeowners bring to the
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·2· ·Black community, inner city community,

·3· ·and potential for generational wealth.

·4· · · · · · ·My personal concern here today

·5· ·is in regards to the Bill 230630.· My

·6· ·property also is at 29th -- 2429 North

·7· ·29th Street and listed as a part of the

·8· ·Strawberry Mansion project detailed in

·9· ·that bill.

10· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Just

11· ·wrap it up.

12· · · · · · ·MR. GORDON:· Okay.· So what I'm

13· ·saying, in essence, is that we need to be

14· ·able to understand the language and have

15· ·experts along with us to help us decode

16· ·the language of the bill.

17· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18· ·Thank you.· We have your number,

19· ·Mr. Gordon.· We'll reach out to you.

20· ·Thank you.· Thank you for your testimony.

21· · · · · · · · · - - -

22· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

23· · · · · · · · · - - -

24· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· The next speaker

25· ·is Ben Smith, commenting on 230802.
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·2· · · · · · ·(Witness approach podium.)

·3· · · · · · ·MR. SMITH:· Hello.· My name is

·4· ·Ben Smith and I'm the Executive Director

·5· ·at the Monell Chemical Senses Center,

·6· ·which we heard is a non-profit biomedical

·7· ·research center focused on advancing our

·8· ·knowledge around smell and taste.

·9· · · · · · ·Like Patrice, I did my post-doc

10· ·at Monell, albeit some 20 years ago, and

11· ·I left Philadelphia but came back just a

12· ·few months ago to rejoin Monell and

13· ·rejoin this fantastic city, a place where

14· ·a lot of interesting science is being

15· ·done, a place where we are actually doing

16· ·a lot of work to train new scientists, as

17· ·we heard from Councilmember Gauthier.

18· ·And this is one of the things that's

19· ·fantastic about Monell, is that we are

20· ·putting a lot of effort into bringing

21· ·training to underrepresented people in

22· ·the STEM sciences and particularly here

23· ·in Philadelphia.

24· · · · · · ·Now, many of you may not be

25· ·that aware of our chemical senses, taste
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·2· ·and smell, but you've heard from stories

·3· ·like Danni Reed and from Patrice about

·4· ·the impact, and we all have seen the

·5· ·impact of loss of smell and taste from

·6· ·the recent COVID pandemic.

·7· · · · · · ·Understanding more about our

·8· ·senses of smell, how we can actually

·9· ·monitor for these issues, is an extremely

10· ·important focus that we have at Monell to

11· ·try and actually help improve the public

12· ·health of our community.

13· · · · · · ·Here's what we know about COVID

14· ·and smell loss:· 50 million people have

15· ·lost their taste and smell as a result of

16· ·COVID, up to 18 million more through

17· ·other forms of smell and taste loss.· So

18· ·by developing these types of tests to

19· ·help us monitor, diagnose, and look at

20· ·potential smell and taste loss in the

21· ·environment and community, we now have a

22· ·way to actually help it.

23· · · · · · ·So we thank the Council for

24· ·this resolution and particularly

25· ·Councilwoman Gauthier.· Thank you.
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·2· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·3· ·Thank you for your testimony.· We

·4· ·appreciate it.

·5· · · · · · · · · - - -

·6· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

·7· · · · · · · · · - - -

·8· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Kendra Van Water.

·9· · · · · · ·(No response.)

10· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11· ·Ms. Van Water?

12· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Kendra Van Water?

13· · · · · · ·(No response.)

14· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Not

15· ·here.

16· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· The next speaker

17· ·is Persley Barner.

18· · · · · · ·(No response.)

19· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Persley Barner.

20· · · · · · ·(No response.)

21· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· The next speaker

22· ·is Robert Black, commenting on 230630.

23· · · · · · ·(Witness approached podium.)

24· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Good

25· ·morning.
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·2· · · · · · ·MR. BLACK:· Good morning.· My

·3· ·name is Robert Sifeddine (ph) Black.· I'm

·4· ·the Chairman of the 28th Ward Strawberry

·5· ·Mansion section.

·6· · · · · · ·Also I support the Bill 230630

·7· ·for affordable housing and rental housing

·8· ·in my community.· I grew up in that

·9· ·community 70 years.· I've been there

10· ·seeing the good, the bad, and the ugly.

11· · · · · · ·I support this bill 100 percent

12· ·because I know this community back and

13· ·forth.· People need housing, but some

14· ·people can't afford to buy a house.· So

15· ·when the bill came up, it says not only

16· ·are we going to have affordable housing

17· ·to buy, we're going to have affordable

18· ·housing to rent.· That way it covers

19· ·every span in that community and nobody

20· ·is left out.

21· · · · · · ·With the gentrification that we

22· ·have coming in our neighborhoods today,

23· ·we need to stand up and do the best we

24· ·can to keep what we can.

25· · · · · · ·Thank you.
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·2· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·3· ·Thank you for your testimony.

·4· · · · · · · · · - - -

·5· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

·6· · · · · · · · · - - -

·7· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· The next speaker

·8· ·is Karen Donaldson.

·9· · · · · · ·(No response.)

10· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Karen Donaldson,

11· ·commenting on 230630.

12· · · · · · ·(Witness approached podium.)

13· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Good

14· ·morning.

15· · · · · · ·MS. DONALDSON:· Hi.· My name is

16· ·Karen Donaldson.· I'm a committee person

17· ·in the 28th Ward, and I am for affordable

18· ·housing and affordable rent, and I've

19· ·been living in that neighborhood over

20· ·30 years and we need to rebuild our

21· ·neighborhood, and if it's by the way of

22· ·having affordable housing and rental

23· ·housing, I'm for that.

24· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25· ·Thank you.
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·2· · · · · · ·MS. DONALDSON:· Thank you.

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·4· ·Thank you for your testimony.

·5· · · · · · · · · - - -

·6· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

·7· · · · · · · · · - - -

·8· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· The next speaker

·9· ·is Juanita Hodge, commenting on 230630.

10· · · · · · ·(Witness approached podium.)

11· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Good

12· ·morning.

13· · · · · · ·MS. HODGE:· Good morning.· My

14· ·name is Juanita Hodge and I'm from the

15· ·Strawberry Mansion section.· I was born

16· ·and raised in the Village.· That's what

17· ·we call it.

18· · · · · · ·We have a chance to do

19· ·something for underprivileged people that

20· ·can't afford housing and renting.· It's

21· ·$1,800 just -- but I'm for the bill, for

22· ·230630.· I own two homes already in the

23· ·Village, and it was hard.· So let's get

24· ·on board, everybody, and let's do this.

25· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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·2· ·Thank you.· Thank you for your testimony.

·3· · · · · · · · · - - -

·4· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

·5· · · · · · · · · - - -

·6· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· The next speaker

·7· ·is Keith Harris.

·8· · · · · · ·(Witness approached podium.)

·9· · · · · · ·MR. HARRIS:· My name is Keith

10· ·Harris.

11· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Good

12· ·morning.

13· · · · · · ·MR. HARRIS:· Ward leader from

14· ·the 28th Ward.

15· · · · · · ·I'm here to support the

16· ·resolution introduced by Council

17· ·President Clarke, 230630.

18· · · · · · ·You know, Philadelphia remains

19· ·one of the poorest cities in the country,

20· ·you know, and we have seen this community

21· ·where this resolution is being proposed

22· ·to have housing that's diminished over

23· ·the years.· We grew up in a community,

24· ·was full of houses and businesses, and

25· ·through the crack epidemic, it devastated
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·2· ·our community.· So this is our chance to

·3· ·actually re-establish our community.

·4· · · · · · ·You know, another thing I want

·5· ·to just say, can you buy a house making

·6· ·$25,000 a year?· $25,000 a year, that

·7· ·constitutes like $15 an hour, right?· So

·8· ·if somebody is working at Lowe's, Home

·9· ·Depot or any of the other places making

10· ·$15 an hour, we have to provide a way,

11· ·because the families that we grew up in

12· ·my generation, we had blue-collar workers

13· ·working for the City, the state or

14· ·corporate entities, making like

15· ·substantial -- a good amount of money

16· ·when the housing -- bought a house and

17· ·they raised their family.

18· · · · · · ·We have to provide a way for

19· ·this generation under us to be able to

20· ·afford a house.

21· · · · · · ·Now, what is subsidized

22· ·housing?· Subsidized housing is a

23· ·government-sponsored economic assistant

24· ·aimed at alleviating housing costs, and

25· ·of course it takes planning to be able to
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·2· ·buy a house, but with this resolution,

·3· ·the City has done a lot of planning for

·4· ·the constituents, right?· So it takes

·5· ·out, you know, all the complications of

·6· ·you have to make 90,000, 100,000 to be

·7· ·able to afford a subsidized house that

·8· ·you can purchase, right?

·9· · · · · · ·Then along with the bill, it

10· ·comes apartments, right?· So people that

11· ·maybe not want to own a house or buy a

12· ·house or can't buy the house, it's going

13· ·to be apartments available in this

14· ·community.

15· · · · · · ·These blocks are blighted.

16· ·They've been blighted for the last

17· ·30 years.· We've seen these blocks where

18· ·all the houses was on this block.· Now

19· ·they're dilapidated through the time,

20· ·through attrition maybe or just like, you

21· ·know, through the chemical -- the crack

22· ·epidemic, right?· So the houses is not

23· ·there now.

24· · · · · · ·So we have to provide a way,

25· ·and be sensible, right, to provide
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·2· ·housing, because we cannot keep fighting

·3· ·affordable housing.· So when people say,

·4· ·well, we don't want PHA, well, then

·5· ·you're saying we don't want people that's

·6· ·having financial challenges to have a

·7· ·home.

·8· · · · · · ·When we say, well, we need to

·9· ·see a plan, this plan been going on for

10· ·the last six years.· People have been

11· ·notified, you know, if they responded or

12· ·not, but the notices have been put out

13· ·there, right?· And I don't want to

14· ·disenfranchise any of my constituency in

15· ·my ward, right, but this housing that I

16· ·support and I'm hoping that you come

17· ·around to supporting know that this is

18· ·for people that's making median income,

19· ·$15 or less a year -- $15 or less an hour

20· ·to provide a place they can live in and

21· ·stay in their community without being

22· ·disenfranchised.

23· · · · · · ·Thank you.

24· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25· ·Thank you.· Thank you for your testimony.
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·2· · · · · · · · · - - -

·3· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

·4· · · · · · · · · - - -

·5· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· The next speaker

·6· ·is Keiwana McKinney-Forde.

·7· · · · · · ·(No response.)

·8· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· The next speaker

·9· ·is Yasmeen Kenya, commenting on 230758.

10· · · · · · ·(Witness approached podium.)

11· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Good

12· ·morning.

13· · · · · · ·MS. KENYA:· Good morning.· My

14· ·name is Yasmeen Kenya.· I'm a resident in

15· ·the Third Council District.· I'm speaking

16· ·on both Bills 230758 and 230759

17· ·introduced by Jamie Gauthier.

18· · · · · · ·In regard to these bills,

19· ·unfortunately I cannot make a stance as

20· ·to whether or not I am for it or against

21· ·it.· The mission of the Land Bank is to

22· ·return underutilized property to

23· ·productive use through a unified,

24· ·predictable, and transparent process,

25· ·thereby to assist in revitalizing
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·2· ·neighborhoods, creating socially and

·3· ·economically diverse communities, and

·4· ·strengthening the City's tax base.· But

·5· ·unfortunately as it stands for us in the

·6· ·Third District, we are in a situation

·7· ·where we may not be informed about what's

·8· ·coming to our area.· We won't have a say.

·9· ·We won't have a voice in deciding what is

10· ·put in our community.

11· · · · · · ·So as it stands in regards to

12· ·over 500 supporters who are signing on

13· ·and counting, as our elected

14· ·Councilmember Jamie Gauthier has failed

15· ·to inform her constituents by not

16· ·allowing us to participate in those

17· ·decision-making, we agree that by not

18· ·consulting with the community before

19· ·excluding us from the protections that

20· ·other bills grant in all the other

21· ·Philadelphia districts are included in,

22· ·we insist that the Councilwoman that we

23· ·elected take action and accountability

24· ·towards correcting this injustice by

25· ·doing whatever is necessary to ensure
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·2· ·Philadelphia's Third District residents

·3· ·are also safeguarded, and we retain our

·4· ·right to be included in how our district

·5· ·is governed.

·6· · · · · · ·Instead, redirect funds for

·7· ·injection sites towards preventing the

·8· ·very traumas that cause the desperation

·9· ·that drive people to cope through drug

10· ·abuse.

11· · · · · · ·Investing the preventative

12· ·measures, such as improving the quality

13· ·of schools, access to jobs, adequate

14· ·housing, food security, and mental health

15· ·resources, are just some of the needs

16· ·that should be prioritized.

17· · · · · · ·We have spoken to Councilwoman

18· ·repeatedly, many meetings, and as it

19· ·stands, she still insists that we

20· ·can't -- okay.· I'm sorry.

21· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Just

22· ·wrap it up.

23· · · · · · ·MS. KENYA:· -- that she won't

24· ·address this until 2024.

25· · · · · · ·So I just want to let the
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·2· ·community know time is of the essence and

·3· ·we have to vote.

·4· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·5· ·Thank you.

·6· · · · · · ·MS. KENYA:· If we don't have

·7· ·someone that's going to represent us, we

·8· ·need to vote for someone who will

·9· ·represent us.

10· · · · · · ·Thank you.

11· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12· ·Thank you for your testimony.· Appreciate

13· ·it.

14· · · · · · · · · - - -

15· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

16· · · · · · · · · - - -

17· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· The next speaker

18· ·is Catherine Blunt, commenting on 230757.

19· · · · · · ·(Witness approached podium.)

20· · · · · · ·MS. BLUNT:· Okay.· I hope

21· ·everyone --

22· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Good

23· ·morning.

24· · · · · · ·MS. BLUNT:· Good morning.· My

25· ·name is Catherine Blunt.· I am a
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·2· ·resident, in fact a homeowner, of the

·3· ·Third Council District.· I am a block

·4· ·captain, RCO member, and I am a member of

·5· ·the People 215 Coalition.

·6· · · · · · ·I'm not sure of the intent in

·7· ·giving away these listed properties,

·8· ·because constituents do not have a voice

·9· ·in this process.· However, I and those I

10· ·represent do want a voice in determining

11· ·the prospect of safe injection sites in

12· ·West and Southwest Philadelphia.

13· · · · · · ·We are asking our

14· ·Councilperson, Councilwoman Gauthier, to

15· ·introduce on November 9, 2023 legislation

16· ·that as tasked would add our Third

17· ·Council District to the overlay now

18· ·protecting nine Council districts but not

19· ·ours.

20· · · · · · ·We want our voices heard on

21· ·this matter, and we are asking fellow

22· ·Councilmembers to co-sponsor, support,

23· ·and expedite the passage of this new

24· ·legislation we are strongly encouraging

25· ·our Councilperson to introduce by
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·2· ·11/9/23.

·3· · · · · · ·Thank you.

·4· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·5· ·Thank you for your testimony.

·6· · · · · · · · · - - -

·7· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

·8· · · · · · · · · - - -

·9· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Melissa Robins.

10· · · · · · ·(Witness approached podium.)

11· · · · · · ·MS. ROBINS:· Good morning,

12· ·Council President --

13· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Good

14· ·afternoon.

15· · · · · · ·MS. ROBINS:· -- and

16· ·Councilmembers and listening audience and

17· ·those who make up Philadelphia County.

18· ·I'm speaking today -- I'd like to applaud

19· ·Councilwoman Brooks for introducing the

20· ·resolution around YEAH Philly, Kendra and

21· ·James who founded YEAH Philly, the group

22· ·that creates space for teens.· So many

23· ·times so often our teens, particularly

24· ·Black teens, are criminalized, but here's

25· ·an opportunity for a market in West
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·2· ·Philadelphia to be run and operated by

·3· ·our teens, and I am so excited to see it

·4· ·up and running and serving the community.

·5· ·And I'm just so happy that this is an

·6· ·opportunity.· Why can't we duplicate this

·7· ·around the City?

·8· · · · · · ·And I just want people to think

·9· ·about how easy it is to criminalize our

10· ·Black children.· So many times so often

11· ·people don't stand up and fight for them.

12· ·Do they act out?· Yes.· But if you had to

13· ·grow up in the City that's the largest

14· ·most poverty stricken city in the nation

15· ·that doesn't provide adequate housing,

16· ·that puts you in the worst schools that

17· ·are underfunded, and in my opinion

18· ·intentional, and you have drugs around

19· ·you, violence around you, and guns are

20· ·readily made available to you but the

21· ·things that you need to thrive are few

22· ·and far between, how would you respond?

23· · · · · · ·Most of us have never had to

24· ·grow up in the environment that our teens

25· ·today have, especially coming from a
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·2· ·pandemic.

·3· · · · · · ·So I applaud the leadership of

·4· ·Kendra Van de Water and James.· I applaud

·5· ·Councilwoman Brooks for recognizing them,

·6· ·and my prayer is that people all over

·7· ·West Philadelphia will benefit from

·8· ·having healthy foods, vegetables, and

·9· ·meats so that they can fight off the many

10· ·diseases that we see Black people lead

11· ·in.

12· · · · · · ·Thank you.

13· · · · · · · · · - - -

14· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

15· · · · · · · · · - - -

16· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17· ·Thank you for your testimony.

18· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· The next speaker

19· ·is Renee Garcia.

20· · · · · · ·(Witnesses approached podium.)

21· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· And

22· ·also Madam Solicitor.

23· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And Diana Cortes,

24· ·Esquire.

25· · · · · · ·SOLICITOR CORTES:· We still got
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·2· ·two more minutes of the morning, so

·3· ·buenos dias.

·4· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Good

·5· ·morning.

·6· · · · · · ·SOLICITOR CORTES:· Council

·7· ·President Clarke and esteemed

·8· ·Councilmembers, I am Diana Cortes.· I'm

·9· ·the City Solicitor.· As you've noted,

10· ·I've held this position since

11· ·December 11th, 2020, and I will end my

12· ·tenure on November 10th, 2023.

13· · · · · · ·I'm humbled, honored, and

14· ·privileged to have served as City

15· ·Solicitor of this great city.· I want to

16· ·thank you and recognize Councilmember

17· ·Gauthier for putting forward the

18· ·resolution and her great leadership and

19· ·partnership in the great triumph we were

20· ·able to get in the UC Townhomes.· Her

21· ·leadership on that issue was inspiring to

22· ·me and my team, and I'm grateful to have

23· ·been able to work with you on that.

24· · · · · · ·Thank you also to

25· ·Councilmembers Jones and Thomas for your
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·2· ·great leadership on your respective

·3· ·matters that we worked on as well and

·4· ·your very kind words.· They are also

·5· ·inspiring and have made my work here at

·6· ·the Solicitor's Office very meaningful.

·7· · · · · · ·So just really quick, during my

·8· ·confirming hearing when asked about how

·9· ·the Law Department can provide equal

10· ·counsel to the Administration and City

11· ·Council given their differences, I

12· ·compared it to a family.· Our city

13· ·government is a family whose collective

14· ·goal is for Philadelphia to persevere,

15· ·thrive, and I think for our sports teams

16· ·to win all championships.

17· · · · · · ·Sometimes family members have

18· ·different ideas on how to accomplish

19· ·these goals, but those different ideas do

20· ·not require separate legal counsel.· I am

21· ·proud to have worked with all of you as

22· ·members of the City government family and

23· ·to move forward toward these goals.

24· · · · · · ·And at least how it is in my

25· ·family, every now and then family members
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·2· ·check each other, and it's how we respond

·3· ·and work with each other, because it's

·4· ·all coming from a good place.· So I

·5· ·appreciate that from each and every one

·6· ·of you.

·7· · · · · · ·On that same day during my

·8· ·confirmation hearing, I laid out the

·9· ·agenda with the Law Department,

10· ·continuing and expanding DEI within the

11· ·Law Department.· Under my leadership, we

12· ·were able to expand the Mansfield

13· ·Certification where we are interviewing

14· ·at least more than 50 percent of diverse

15· ·applicants for every position, not just

16· ·supervisory.· We also ensure that at

17· ·least one diverse individual is

18· ·interviewing each and every candidate.

19· ·We also make sure to use DEI competency

20· ·questions in evaluating each and every

21· ·candidate.· This past two years we were

22· ·able to put a DEI assessment in our

23· ·performance evaluation.

24· · · · · · ·The other goal was implementing

25· ·police reform.· So we during my tenure
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·2· ·continued to work with the Philadelphia

·3· ·Police Department in the Bailey

·4· ·litigation, and in the last collective

·5· ·bargaining agreement, we advocated and

·6· ·fought for and obtained civilian

·7· ·involvement in the PPD disciplinary

·8· ·process.· We were also able to get a

·9· ·separate arbitration board panel to hear

10· ·terminations of officers, and at least

11· ·40 percent of that arbitration panel

12· ·would be diverse.

13· · · · · · ·Last, and certainly not least,

14· ·we worked side by side with esteemed

15· ·Councilmembers Gilmore Richardson, Jones,

16· ·and Thomas in enacting and successfully

17· ·defending their respective police reform

18· ·legislations.

19· · · · · · ·Another goal was to increase

20· ·affirmative litigation to meet the goals

21· ·of the City.· True to our Philly nature,

22· ·the Law Department worked side by side,

23· ·not just picking a fight with the bully

24· ·in the schoolyard but also getting the

25· ·results.· We worked with this
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·2· ·Administration, Council President Clarke,

·3· ·and others to file creative and

·4· ·aggressive lawsuits in public safety,

·5· ·public health, and environmental justice.

·6· · · · · · ·In public safety, I think as

·7· ·Councilmember Jones noted earlier, we

·8· ·didn't just go after the state in the

·9· ·Crawford matter but we also filed the

10· ·first lost and stolen firearms civil

11· ·prosecution.

12· · · · · · ·We also filed two additional

13· ·lawsuits, one against ghost gun

14· ·manufacturers and the other against ghost

15· ·gun dealers, which are currently pending.

16· ·And as noted earlier, we were able to

17· ·collectively recoup over $200 million in

18· ·abatement funds for the City to combat

19· ·the opioid crisis.

20· · · · · · ·In environmental justice, we

21· ·worked with Councilmember Squilla and

22· ·Gilmore Richardson and several other

23· ·environmental advocacy groups to sue the

24· ·state in order for us to have the ability

25· ·to enforce our own plastic bag ban.· And
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·2· ·about one year ago, we filed a PFAS

·3· ·lawsuit on behalf of the City.

·4· · · · · · ·I am pleased to report that I,

·5· ·along with my phenomenal team, some of

·6· ·which are here today, and I have Renee

·7· ·Garcia, Kristin Bray, Valerie Robinson

·8· ·and a few -- and Ms. Jackie Brown hiding

·9· ·behind over there.· I cannot do any of

10· ·this, I would not have been able to do

11· ·any of this without their partnership and

12· ·also the 330-plus members of the Law

13· ·Department who are dedicated public

14· ·servants, phenomenal attorneys, and

15· ·phenomenal people.· So they have taught

16· ·me so much during my tenure.

17· · · · · · ·It is also truly extraordinary

18· ·to stand before you today and share this

19· ·with you all with my daughter, Sophia.

20· ·She is my inspiration and reminder of why

21· ·the work of the Law Department, the work

22· ·of this great City Council, and the work

23· ·of this city are so vital.

24· · · · · · ·I am forever grateful to each

25· ·one of you for your faith, collaboration,
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·2· ·and sponsorship of me and my department

·3· ·during these past three years.· Our work

·4· ·together has helped improve the future

·5· ·for Sophia and our children, and I am

·6· ·forever grateful.

·7· · · · · · ·Thank you.

·8· · · · · · · · · - - -

·9· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

10· · · · · · · · · - - -

11· · · · · · ·(Witness approached podium.)

12· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13· ·Thank you for your service.

14· · · · · · ·MS. GARCIA:· Are we afternoon?

15· ·Good afternoon, Council President,

16· ·Mr. Decker, and Councilmembers.· I'm

17· ·Renee Garcia, Chair of Litigation at the

18· ·Law Department, and I am closing out the

19· ·Diana Cortes Show today.

20· · · · · · ·During her time at the Law

21· ·Department, Diana has led with compassion

22· ·and empathy and also strength and

23· ·courage.· When there's a difficult or

24· ·urgent matter, she's the first one

25· ·running out straight towards it.· When
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·2· ·there's a victory, and you heard this,

·3· ·she gives credit where credit is due,

·4· ·right?· It's all about her team.· And

·5· ·when there's an issue, she's accountable

·6· ·for the Law Department, right?· And

·7· ·that's why you respect her as a leader.

·8· · · · · · ·What you didn't see was Diana

·9· ·encouraging all of us, and especially our

10· ·new recruits, to bring our authentic

11· ·selves to work every day in recognition

12· ·of the job that a municipal lawyer has to

13· ·write and enforce the laws, right?· And

14· ·that's where we worked with you, and as

15· ·the reverend said, we strive for justice,

16· ·not convenience.

17· · · · · · ·She knows that to get that job

18· ·done right, we need a diverse workforce,

19· ·and you heard everything that she has

20· ·done in her tenure to get the right

21· ·people in the right jobs.

22· · · · · · ·On the first day that our

23· ·recruits start, she gives a talk, a

24· ·little pep talk, and she says you are in

25· ·the right place at the right time just as
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·2· ·you are and we will support you.· And can

·3· ·you imagine, has anybody had a boss told

·4· ·them that on their first day?· Can you

·5· ·imagine how powerful that is, right, that

·6· ·sense of belonging that she brings on day

·7· ·one?· Because we know this job is hard,

·8· ·right?· It is hard.· It weighs on us,

·9· ·just as it weighs on you Councilmembers.

10· · · · · · ·On behalf of the Law

11· ·Department, thank you for the resolution.

12· ·Thank you, Councilmember Gauthier.· Thank

13· ·you to Council President, and we look

14· ·forward to continuing to work with you in

15· ·partnership to build on the principles

16· ·embraced by our beloved Solicitor, Diana

17· ·Cortes.

18· · · · · · · · · - - -

19· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

20· · · · · · · · · - - -

21· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22· ·Thank you.

23· · · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

24· ·Councilwoman Gauthier.

25· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· Thank



·1· · · 11/2/23 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

·2· ·you, Council President.

·3· · · · · · ·I just wanted to take a moment

·4· ·to thank my constituents for being here

·5· ·today.· Thank you for commenting.  I

·6· ·understand your position and I appreciate

·7· ·you coming down to state it.· And I want

·8· ·to say that I'm committed to continuing

·9· ·to work with you all on this matter, as I

10· ·have over the last several weeks, and I

11· ·feel a sense of duty to figure this out

12· ·in Council District 3.

13· · · · · · ·As we've been going through

14· ·this, I learned that 19139 is one of the

15· ·City's top five zip codes for overdose

16· ·deaths.· This is not something that I'm

17· ·going to give up on, and I look forward

18· ·to continuing to work with my

19· ·constituents on a comprehensive strategy

20· ·for addressing the overdose crisis.

21· · · · · · ·And I also just wanted to make

22· ·a technical point, that there is no

23· ·Council on November 9th per the request,

24· ·but I feel complete certainty in saying

25· ·that after November 9th, safe injection
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·2· ·sites will still be illegal federally, so

·3· ·there is time for us to have this

·4· ·conversation in a real way, and I just

·5· ·wanted to thank everybody for coming

·6· ·today.

·7· · · · · · ·Thank you.

·8· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·9· ·Thank you, Councilwoman.

10· · · · · · ·Mr. Decker.

11· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· The next speaker

12· ·is Wick Savage, commenting on 230575.

13· · · · · · ·(Witness approached podium.)

14· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Good

15· ·afternoon.

16· · · · · · ·MR. SAVAGE:· Good afternoon,

17· ·Council President and Councilmembers.  I

18· ·first want to open as, Council President,

19· ·can you deputize me to be a City employee

20· ·today?· Because it appears you have to be

21· ·a City employee to speak more than two

22· ·minutes.

23· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24· ·We'll take it under --

25· · · · · · ·MR. SAVAGE:· Because I have a



·1· · · 11/2/23 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

·2· ·lot to say.

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·4· ·We'll take it under consideration.

·5· · · · · · ·MR. SAVAGE:· Thank you, Council

·6· ·President.

·7· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·8· ·You're welcome.

·9· · · · · · ·MR. SAVAGE:· I'm speaking on

10· ·the behalf of Bill 230575.· That is the

11· ·bill that Councilmember Curtis Jones is

12· ·submitting, lines and grades.

13· · · · · · ·It's very important that we

14· ·enforce the little laws, because little

15· ·laws get broken and people feel they can

16· ·get away with big crimes.· The crime of

17· ·the City of Philadelphia right now is

18· ·running rampant is the people that are

19· ·out here committing crimes on all of us,

20· ·bus drivers, police officers, citizens of

21· ·Philadelphia, and some Councilpeople.

22· · · · · · ·I feel as though we as citizens

23· ·of this city deserve all hands on deck to

24· ·straighten this matter out.· And this

25· ·matter is only being perpetrated through
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·2· ·a handful of people.· We need forensics,

·3· ·we need law enforcement, and we need

·4· ·collectiveness of everyone in this body

·5· ·to work diligently with Council, with the

·6· ·Mayor so that we can have a first-class

·7· ·city and people feel safe to enjoy the

·8· ·luxury of this great city.

·9· · · · · · ·I said three weeks ago I will

10· ·put my time and my wallet to address this

11· ·matter.· I'm not going to have my great

12· ·grand-kids afraid of gun play.

13· · · · · · ·So I would ask if we put our

14· ·differences aside and move as one unit

15· ·and let's get this job done, because we

16· ·have the tools, and with Councilwoman

17· ·Gauthier, she has put her pen to power by

18· ·supporting a forensic lab in her

19· ·district.

20· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21· ·Thank you.

22· · · · · · ·MR. SAVAGE:· The pen is more

23· ·powerful than the gun, believe me.

24· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25· ·Thank you.
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·2· · · · · · ·MR. SAVAGE:· Thank you.

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·4· ·Thank you for your testimony.

·5· · · · · · · · · - - -

·6· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

·7· · · · · · · · · - - -

·8· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· The next speaker

·9· ·is Maria Mendez.

10· · · · · · ·(Witness approached podium.)

11· · · · · · ·MS. MENDEZ:· Hello.· Good

12· ·afternoon.· My name is Maria Mendez.  I

13· ·was born and raised in South Philly and

14· ·I'm a daughter of immigrant parents that

15· ·come from Mexico.

16· · · · · · ·I hear this constant

17· ·misconception that youth don't care, but

18· ·maybe people just aren't listening to

19· ·what it is that we need.· So many

20· ·traumatized youth in our city, we need

21· ·more resources, we need emotional

22· ·support.· We are hurt.· We are tired of

23· ·neglect.

24· · · · · · ·I started doing community

25· ·organizing when I was 16 and fell in love
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·2· ·with the idea that someone as small as me

·3· ·could make change externally but also

·4· ·internally.· I was given hope, and hope

·5· ·is the seed that I hope to spread all

·6· ·over my city.

·7· · · · · · ·I want to see more youth show

·8· ·up at polls on Election Day.· I want to

·9· ·see more youth involved in community

10· ·clean-ups and seeing them become leaders,

11· ·but for this, we need our adults, our

12· ·guiders to listen, to care, and to

13· ·provide.

14· · · · · · ·What do I do?· I bring healing

15· ·to my community.

16· · · · · · ·Thank you to Councilmember

17· ·Isaiah Thomas again for recognizing youth

18· ·activism.

19· · · · · · ·Thank you.

20· · · · · · · · · - - -

21· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

22· · · · · · · · · - - -

23· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24· ·Thank you.· Thank you for your testimony.

25· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· The next speaker
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·2· ·is Cathy Scott.

·3· · · · · · ·(Witness approached podium.)

·4· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Good

·5· ·afternoon.

·6· · · · · · ·MS. SCOTT:· Good afternoon,

·7· ·Council President Clarke and

·8· ·Councilmembers.· My name is Cathy Scott

·9· ·and I am speaking in support of

10· ·Councilwoman Brooks' resolution regarding

11· ·YEAH Philly.

12· · · · · · ·I want to add my

13· ·congratulations for the work that this

14· ·group is doing.· It is encouraging to see

15· ·the City shifting to restorative justice

16· ·and a focus on providing increased

17· ·services to children and youth, such as

18· ·restoring funding to Parks and Recreation

19· ·and libraries.

20· · · · · · ·It is an obligation we have as

21· ·a community to provide services to our

22· ·residents, but we have to make these

23· ·spaces safe, which requires supporting

24· ·groups like YEAH Philly and providing

25· ·funding for services to youth in the
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·2· ·evenings and hopefully seven days a week.

·3· · · · · · ·I echo what Melissa Robins

·4· ·said, let's expand the YEAH Philly model

·5· ·citywide.· It would do a wonderful job in

·6· ·helping our city and our youth.

·7· · · · · · ·Thank you.

·8· · · · · · · · · - - -

·9· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

10· · · · · · · · · - - -

11· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12· ·Thank you.· Thank you for your testimony.

13· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· The next speaker

14· ·is Wanda Davis.

15· · · · · · ·(Witness approached podium.)

16· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Good

17· ·afternoon.

18· · · · · · ·MS. DAVIS:· Good afternoon.· My

19· ·name is Wanda Davis.· Good afternoon,

20· ·President Clarke and other Councilmembers

21· ·and Mr. Decker.· I am here in support of

22· ·Kendra Brooks -- Councilwoman Kendra

23· ·Brooks's resolution for YEAH Philly.

24· · · · · · ·Having grown up in Nicetown,

25· ·the Nicetown neighborhood here in
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·2· ·Philadelphia, I am very proud of you and

·3· ·the work that you've done.· YEAH Philly,

·4· ·Youth Empowerment for Advancement

·5· ·Hangout, that alone should give us

·6· ·something to look forward to.

·7· · · · · · ·When I grew up in Nicetown, I

·8· ·had the Boys and Girls Club that we went

·9· ·to.· I remember the PAL.· We know that

10· ·the devil's workshop is an idle mind.· We

11· ·have to have something to do for young

12· ·people, and public safety is number one.

13· ·And while we're at it, let's support

14· ·these forensic labs.· We have to have

15· ·that.· We need to make sure that we can

16· ·get some scientific work done to solve

17· ·some of these crimes, if we really want

18· ·to.

19· · · · · · ·We see some of them get solved

20· ·overnight.· We see others that are still

21· ·being solved and it's been years ago.

22· ·And we all have been victims or have

23· ·family members that have been victims.

24· · · · · · ·So I just ask and say again

25· ·thank you for Councilwoman Brooks, what



·1· · · 11/2/23 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

·2· ·you're doing, and thank all of you

·3· ·Councilmembers for what you continue to

·4· ·do.

·5· · · · · · ·Thank you.

·6· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·7· ·Thank you.

·8· · · · · · · · · - - -

·9· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

10· · · · · · · · · - - -

11· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12· ·Thank you for your testimony.

13· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· The next speaker

14· ·is Odessa Tate.

15· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  I

16· ·think she just left.

17· · · · · · ·(No response.)

18· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19· ·Yeah, I think she just left.

20· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· There are no

21· ·other speakers on the public comment

22· ·list, Mr. President.

23· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24· ·Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.

25· · · · · · ·That concludes our public
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·2· ·comment for today.

·3· · · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

·4· ·Councilwoman Gilmore Richardson.

·5· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:· Thank

·6· ·you so much, Council President.

·7· · · · · · ·I wanted to take an opportunity

·8· ·just to welcome AJ Baker to Philadelphia

·9· ·City Council Chambers.· He hails from the

10· ·Fourth Council District, Councilmember

11· ·Jones.· He attends a church in the Fifth

12· ·Council District, Council President

13· ·Clarke, where he also serves as one of

14· ·the lead musicians.

15· · · · · · ·He is currently a high school

16· ·senior, and he is interested in pursuing

17· ·a degree in science at his number one

18· ·choice school, Villanova University.

19· · · · · · ·He is working with us on

20· ·legislative matters and assisting my

21· ·office during his internship, and we are

22· ·exceedingly grateful to have his

23· ·intellect and his hard work in our

24· ·office.· So please welcome AJ Baker to

25· ·Philadelphia City Council Chambers.
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·2· · · · · · · · · - - -

·3· · · · · · · ·(Applause.)

·4· · · · · · · · · - - -

·5· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:· Thank

·6· ·you, Council President.

·7· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·8· ·Thank you, Councilwoman.· Thank you.

·9· · · · · · ·That's the conclusion of our

10· ·public comment session.

11· · · · · · ·We will now consider today's

12· ·Bill Consent Agenda.· I will ask the

13· ·Clerk to please read the titles of all

14· ·the bills on the Consent Agenda.· After

15· ·each title is read, any member may object

16· ·to the inclusion of the bill on the

17· ·Consent Agenda.· Upon such an objection,

18· ·without debate, the bill will immediately

19· ·be removed from the Consent Agenda and

20· ·placed on the regular Second Reading and

21· ·Final Passage Calendar.

22· · · · · · ·I will now ask Mr. Decker

23· ·please read the titles of all the bills

24· ·on the Consent Agenda.

25· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Bill No. 230575,
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·2· ·entitled "An ordinance authorizing the

·3· ·revision of lines and grades on a portion

·4· ·of City Plan No. 266 by striking from the

·5· ·City Plan and vacating the legally open

·6· ·portion of Lex Street from Thompson

·7· ·Street to its terminus"; and

·8· · · · · · ·Bill No. 230652, entitled "An

·9· ·ordinance amending Section 2 of an

10· ·Ordinance (Bill No. 170086) approved

11· ·May 22, 2017, entitled 'An ordinance

12· ·authorizing the revision of lines and

13· ·grades on a portion of City Plan No. 269

14· ·by relocating portions of the houselines

15· ·and curblines of Convention Avenue, from

16· ·Thirty-Fourth Street to Health Sciences

17· ·Drive,' by extending the period for

18· ·compliance with the terms and conditions

19· ·stated therein"; and

20· · · · · · ·Bill No. 230547, entitled "An

21· ·ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

22· ·Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

23· ·designations of certain areas of land

24· ·located within an area bounded by

25· ·Mayfield Street, 6th Street, Indiana
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·2· ·Avenue, and Marshall Street"; and

·3· · · · · · ·Bill No. 230578, entitled "An

·4· ·ordinance amending Chapter 14-1000 of The

·5· ·Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Historic

·6· ·Preservation,' to establish a temporary

·7· ·demolition moratorium with respect to

·8· ·properties in the area bounded by Ridge

·9· ·Avenue, Rochelle Avenue, Vicaris Street,

10· ·and Hermit Street"; and

11· · · · · · ·Bill No. 230626, entitled "An

12· ·ordinance amending Title 14 of The

13· ·Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Zoning and

14· ·Planning,' by revising certain provisions

15· ·of Chapter 14-700 of The Philadelphia

16· ·Code, entitled 'Development Standards,'

17· ·by revising bulk and massing controls

18· ·within CMX-4 and CMX-5 zoning districts";

19· ·and

20· · · · · · ·Bill No. 230627, entitled "An

21· ·ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

22· ·Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

23· ·designations of certain areas of land

24· ·located within an area bounded by George

25· ·Street, 2nd Street, Laurel Street, the
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·2· ·Delaware Expressway, Spring Garden

·3· ·Street, and 3rd Street"; and

·4· · · · · · ·Bill No. 230628, entitled "An

·5· ·ordinance approving a new plan, estimated

·6· ·costs and proposed method of assessment

·7· ·of the Old City Special Services District

·8· ·of Philadelphia for and concerning

·9· ·business improvements and administrative

10· ·services to the Old City area of the City

11· ·of Philadelphia"; and

12· · · · · · ·Bill No. 230650, entitled "An

13· ·ordinance to amend the Philadelphia

14· ·Zoning Maps by changing the zoning

15· ·designations of certain areas of land

16· ·located within an area bounded by Arch

17· ·Street, 50th Street, Market Street, 49th

18· ·Street, Chestnut Street, and 51st Street,

19· ·all under certain terms and conditions."

20· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21· ·Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.

22· · · · · · ·These bills having been read on

23· ·two different days, the question for each

24· ·bill now is shall the bill pass finally.

25· · · · · · ·The Clerk shall call the roll,
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·2· ·and upon being called, each Councilmember

·3· ·shall vote aye on each of the bills, nay

·4· ·on each of the bills, or indicate those

·5· ·bills for which the member is voting aye

·6· ·and those bills for which the member is

·7· ·voting nay.

·8· · · · · · ·Mr. Decker.

·9· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

10· ·Bass.

11· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Aye on all

12· ·bills.

13· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

14· ·Brooks.

15· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· Aye on

16· ·all bills.

17· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

18· ·Driscoll.

19· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:· Aye on

20· ·all bills.

21· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

22· ·Gauthier.

23· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· Aye on

24· ·all bills.

25· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman
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·2· ·Gilmore Richardson.

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:· Aye

·4· ·on all bills.

·5· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

·6· ·Harrity.

·7· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye on all

·8· ·bills.

·9· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

10· ·Johnson.

11· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:· Aye on all

12· ·bills.

13· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman Jones.

14· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Aye on all

15· ·bills.

16· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

17· ·Lozada.

18· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:· Aye on

19· ·all bills.

20· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

21· ·O'Neill.

22· · · · · · ·(No response.)

23· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

24· ·Phillips.

25· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:· Aye on
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·2· ·all bills.

·3· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

·4· ·Squilla.

·5· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:· Aye on all

·6· ·bills.

·7· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

·8· ·Thomas.

·9· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· Aye on all

10· ·bills.

11· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

12· ·Vaughn.

13· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:· Aye on

14· ·all bills.

15· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Council President

16· ·Clarke.

17· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Aye

18· ·on all bills.

19· · · · · · ·A majority of all members

20· ·having voted in the affirmative for each

21· ·of the bills, the bills on the Consent

22· ·Agenda have passed.

23· · · · · · ·We will now consider the bills

24· ·and resolutions on the regular and Second

25· ·Reading Final Passage Calendar, and I
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·2· ·would ask the Clerk to please read the

·3· ·title of Resolution No. 230752.

·4· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

·5· ·confirming the re-appointment of Matthew

·6· ·Stitt to the Board of the Philadelphia

·7· ·Energy Authority to serve in the term

·8· ·ending January 1, 2029.

·9· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

10· ·Chair recognizes Councilman Jones for a

11· ·motion.

12· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Thank you,

13· ·Mr. President.· On your behalf, I move

14· ·for the adoption.

15· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

16· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's

17· ·been moved and properly seconded.

18· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

19· ·aye.

20· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

21· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22· ·Those opposed?

23· · · · · · ·(No response.)

24· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

25· ·ayes have it, and the motion carries.
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·2· · · · · · ·Mr. Decker, please read the

·3· ·title of Resolution No. 230757.

·4· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

·5· ·authorizing the Commissioner of Public

·6· ·Property to execute and deliver to the

·7· ·Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority

·8· ·deeds conveying fee simple title to 5232

·9· ·Chester Avenue, 5906 Market Street, 5908

10· ·Market Street, and 6025 Washington Avenue

11· ·in the Third Councilmanic District.

12· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

13· ·Chair recognizes Councilwoman Gauthier.

14· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· Thank

15· ·you, Council President.· I move for the

16· ·adoption of the resolution.

17· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

18· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's

19· ·been moved and properly seconded.

20· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

21· ·aye.

22· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

23· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24· ·Those opposed?

25· · · · · · ·(No response.)
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·2· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

·3· ·ayes have it, and that resolution is

·4· ·adopted.

·5· · · · · · ·Mr. Decker, 230758.

·6· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

·7· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land Bank to

·8· ·dispose of 1511 through 17 South 55th

·9· ·Street located in the 3rd Councilmanic

10· ·District.

11· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

12· ·Chair recognizes Councilwoman Gauthier.

13· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· Thank

14· ·you, Council President.· I move for the

15· ·adoption of the resolution.

16· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

17· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's

18· ·been moved and properly seconded.

19· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

20· ·aye.

21· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

22· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23· ·Those opposed?

24· · · · · · ·(No response.)

25· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The
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·2· ·ayes have it, and that resolution is

·3· ·adopted.

·4· · · · · · ·Mr. Decker, 230759.

·5· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

·6· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Land Bank to

·7· ·dispose of 5232 Chester Avenue located in

·8· ·the 3rd Councilmanic District.

·9· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

10· ·Chair again recognizes Councilwoman

11· ·Gauthier.

12· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· Thank

13· ·you, Council President.· I move for the

14· ·adoption of the resolution.

15· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

16· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's

17· ·been moved and properly seconded.

18· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

19· ·aye.

20· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

21· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22· ·Those opposed?

23· · · · · · ·(No response.)

24· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

25· ·ayes have it, and that resolution is



·1· · · ·11/2/23 - STATED - 2ND READING

·2· ·adopted.

·3· · · · · · ·Mr. Decker, please read the

·4· ·title of Bill No. 200253-A.

·5· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

·6· ·amending Section 20-303 of The

·7· ·Philadelphia Code, entitled "Salaries of

·8· ·Specified Officers," to establish

·9· ·salaries based on an Annual Compensation

10· ·Plan.

11· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· This

12· ·bill having been read on two different

13· ·days, the question now is shall the bill

14· ·pass finally.

15· · · · · · ·Mr. Decker, call the roll.

16· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

17· ·Bass.

18· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Aye.

19· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

20· ·Brooks.

21· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· Aye.

22· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

23· ·Driscoll.

24· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:· Aye.

25· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman
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·2· ·Gauthier.

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· Aye.

·4· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

·5· ·Gilmore Richardson.

·6· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:· Aye.

·7· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

·8· ·Harrity.

·9· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

10· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

11· ·Johnson.

12· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:· Aye.

13· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman Jones.

14· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Aye.

15· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

16· ·Lozada.

17· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:· Aye.

18· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

19· ·O'Neill.

20· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:

21· ·Mr. President, I'd like to be recorded as

22· ·voting aye on this bill and all the bills

23· ·on the Consent Agenda.· Thank you.

24· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25· ·Thank you.· Let the record reflect that
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·2· ·Councilman O'Neill is voting aye on all

·3· ·those bills and resolutions during his

·4· ·absence and you're voting aye on this

·5· ·particular bill.

·6· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

·7· ·Phillips.

·8· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:· Aye.

·9· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

10· ·Squilla.

11· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:· Aye.

12· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

13· ·Thomas.

14· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· Aye.

15· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

16· ·Vaughn.

17· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:· Aye.

18· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Council President

19· ·Clarke.

20· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Aye.

21· · · · · · ·The ayes are 15; the nays are

22· ·zero.· A majority of all members present

23· ·voting in the affirmative, the bill

24· ·passes.

25· · · · · · ·Mr. Decker, 230574.
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·2· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance to

·3· ·amend Title 14 of The Philadelphia Code,

·4· ·entitled "Zoning and Planning," by

·5· ·revising certain provisions of Chapter

·6· ·14-500, entitled "Overlay Zoning

·7· ·Districts," by creating the

·8· ·"Brewerytown-Sharswood Overlay Subarea."

·9· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10· ·Thank you.

11· · · · · · ·The Chair recognizes Councilman

12· ·Jones for an amendment to Bill No.

13· ·230574.

14· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Thank you,

15· ·Mr. President.· I would like, on your

16· ·behalf, to offer an amendment to Bill No.

17· ·230574.· A copy of that amendment has

18· ·been circulated to all members of

19· ·Council.

20· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

21· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22· ·Thank you.

23· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· I move for

24· ·the adoption.

25· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· All
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·2· ·those in favor of the motion will signify

·3· ·by saying aye.

·4· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

·5· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·6· ·Those opposed?

·7· · · · · · ·(No response.)

·8· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

·9· ·ayes have it.· Bill No. 230574 has been

10· ·amended.· Bill No. 230574, as amended,

11· ·will be placed on the Final Passage

12· ·Calendar at our next session of Council.

13· · · · · · ·Mr. Decker, 230585.

14· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

15· ·amending the Philadelphia Zoning Maps by

16· ·changing the zoning designations of

17· ·certain areas of land located within an

18· ·area bounded by Johnson Street,

19· ·Germantown Avenue, Rittenhouse Street,

20· ·and Wissahickon Avenue.

21· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22· ·Thank you.

23· · · · · · ·This bill having been read on

24· ·two different days, the question now is

25· ·shall the bill pass finally.
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·2· · · · · · ·Mr. Decker, call the roll.

·3· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

·4· ·Bass.

·5· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Aye.

·6· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

·7· ·Brooks.

·8· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· Aye.

·9· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

10· ·Driscoll.

11· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:· Aye.

12· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

13· ·Gauthier.

14· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· Aye.

15· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

16· ·Gilmore Richardson.

17· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:· Aye.

18· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

19· ·Harrity.

20· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

21· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

22· ·Johnson.

23· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:· Aye.

24· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman Jones.

25· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Aye.
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·2· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

·3· ·Lozada.

·4· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:· Aye.

·5· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

·6· ·O'Neill.

·7· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:· Aye.

·8· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

·9· ·Phillips.

10· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:· Aye.

11· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

12· ·Squilla.

13· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:· Aye.

14· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

15· ·Thomas.

16· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· Aye.

17· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

18· ·Vaughn.

19· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:· Aye.

20· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Council President

21· ·Clarke.

22· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Aye.

23· · · · · · ·The ayes are 15; the nays are

24· ·zero.· A majority of all members present

25· ·voting in the affirmative, the bill
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·2· ·passes.

·3· · · · · · ·Mr. Decker, 230629.

·4· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance to

·5· ·amend the Philadelphia Zoning Maps by

·6· ·changing the zoning designations of

·7· ·certain areas of land located within an

·8· ·area bounded by Herman Street, Baynton

·9· ·Street, Walnut Lane, and Germantown

10· ·Avenue.

11· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12· ·Thank you.

13· · · · · · ·This bill having been read on

14· ·two different days, the question now is

15· ·shall the bill pass finally.

16· · · · · · ·Mr. Decker, call the roll.

17· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

18· ·Bass.

19· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Aye.

20· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

21· ·Brooks.

22· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· Aye.

23· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

24· ·Driscoll.

25· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:· Aye.
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·2· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

·3· ·Gauthier.

·4· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· Aye.

·5· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

·6· ·Gilmore Richardson.

·7· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:· Aye.

·8· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

·9· ·Harrity.

10· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

11· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

12· ·Johnson.

13· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:· Aye.

14· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman Jones.

15· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Aye.

16· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

17· ·Lozada.

18· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:· Aye.

19· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

20· ·O'Neill.

21· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:· Aye.

22· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

23· ·Phillips.

24· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:· Aye.

25· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman
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·2· ·Squilla.

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:· Aye.

·4· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

·5· ·Thomas.

·6· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· Aye.

·7· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

·8· ·Vaughn.

·9· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:· Aye.

10· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Council President

11· ·Clarke.

12· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Aye.

13· · · · · · ·The ayes are 15; the nays are

14· ·zero.· A majority of all members present

15· ·voting in the affirmative, the bill

16· ·passes.

17· · · · · · ·Mr. Decker, 230630.

18· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· An ordinance

19· ·authorizing the Philadelphia Housing

20· ·Authority to acquire fee simple title to

21· ·certain properties located in the

22· ·vicinity of 28th Street to the east, 29th

23· ·Street to the west, Cumberland Street to

24· ·the north, and York Street to the south.

25· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· This
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·2· ·bill having been read on two different

·3· ·days, the question now is shall the bill

·4· ·pass finally.

·5· · · · · · ·Mr. Decker, call the roll.

·6· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

·7· ·Bass.

·8· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Aye.

·9· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

10· ·Brooks.

11· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· Aye.

12· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

13· ·Driscoll.

14· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN DRISCOLL:· Aye.

15· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

16· ·Gauthier.

17· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· Aye.

18· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

19· ·Gilmore Richardson.

20· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:· Aye.

21· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

22· ·Harrity.

23· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN HARRITY:· Aye.

24· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

25· ·Johnson.
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·2· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:· Aye.

·3· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman Jones.

·4· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Aye.

·5· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

·6· ·Lozada.

·7· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN LOZADA:· Aye.

·8· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

·9· ·O'Neill.

10· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:· Aye.

11· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

12· ·Phillips.

13· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN PHILLIPS:· Aye.

14· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

15· ·Squilla.

16· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:· Aye.

17· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilman

18· ·Thomas.

19· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· Aye.

20· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Councilwoman

21· ·Vaughn.

22· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:· Aye.

23· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· Council President

24· ·Clarke.

25· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Aye.
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·2· · · · · · ·The ayes are 15; the nays are

·3· ·zero.· A majority of all members present

·4· ·voting in the affirmative, the bill

·5· ·passes.

·6· · · · · · ·Mr. Decker, do you have any

·7· ·additional resolutions?

·8· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· A resolution

·9· ·honoring and congratulating the Champion

10· ·of the Week, Maria Mendez of Juntos

11· ·Podemos, on her service and dedication to

12· ·highlighting youth's voices and leading

13· ·young voters to the polls in

14· ·Philadelphia, introduced today by

15· ·Councilman Thomas.

16· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

17· ·Chair recognizes Councilman Thomas.

18· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· Thank you,

19· ·Council President.· I move for the

20· ·adoption of the resolution.

21· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

22· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's

23· ·been moved and properly seconded.

24· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

25· ·aye.
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·2· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·4· ·Those opposed?

·5· · · · · · ·(No response.)

·6· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

·7· ·ayes have it, and that resolution is

·8· ·adopted.

·9· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a resolution

10· ·authorizing the Committee on Education to

11· ·hold hearings to discuss problems and

12· ·systemic biases in oversight that create

13· ·inequalities between Black and white led

14· ·schools, resulting in less support for

15· ·Black founded and led institutions that

16· ·are highlighted in the recently released

17· ·report to the Philadelphia School Board,

18· ·introduced today by Councilman Thomas.

19· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

20· ·Chair again recognizes Councilman Thomas.

21· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN THOMAS:· Thank you,

22· ·Council President.· I move for the

23· ·adoption of the resolution.

24· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

25· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's
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·2· ·been moved and properly seconded.

·3· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

·4· ·aye.

·5· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

·6· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·7· ·Those opposed?

·8· · · · · · ·(No response.)

·9· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

10· ·ayes have it, and that resolution is

11· ·adopted.

12· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a resolution

13· ·designating December 3, 2023, as "Rocky

14· ·Day" in the City of Philadelphia to

15· ·celebrate the anniversary of the 1976

16· ·motion picture debut of Rocky, introduced

17· ·today by Councilman Jones on behalf of

18· ·Council President Clarke.

19· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

20· ·Chair recognizes Councilman Jones.

21· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Adrian.

22· · · · · · ·Oh, I'm sorry.· I move for the

23· ·adoption.

24· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

25· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's
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·2· ·been moved and properly seconded.

·3· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

·4· ·aye.

·5· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

·6· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·7· ·Those opposed?

·8· · · · · · ·(No response.)

·9· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

10· ·ayes have it, and that resolution is

11· ·adopted.

12· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a resolution

13· ·honoring Philadelphia Eagles' safety

14· ·Kevin Byard and welcoming him back to

15· ·Philadelphia, introduced today by

16· ·Councilman Jones.

17· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

18· ·Chair again recognizes Councilman Jones.

19· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Thank you,

20· ·Mr. President.· I move for that adoption.

21· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

22· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's

23· ·been moved and properly seconded.

24· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

25· ·aye.
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·2· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·4· ·Those opposed?

·5· · · · · · ·(No response.)

·6· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

·7· ·ayes have it, and that resolution is

·8· ·adopted.

·9· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a resolution

10· ·Recognizing and Honoring the Philadelphia

11· ·Express Track Club for over 30 years of

12· ·service to the youth of Philadelphia, and

13· ·their efforts to provide youth in the

14· ·area access to a sporting program which

15· ·emphasizes the values support, teamwork,

16· ·and sportsmanship, introduced today by

17· ·Councilman Jones.

18· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

19· ·Chair again recognizes Councilman Jones.

20· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Thank you,

21· ·Mr. President.

22· · · · · · ·I just want to take a moment to

23· ·say that the Philadelphia Express and

24· ·Mallery Track Club, along with the United

25· ·Age Group Track Club Association have for
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·2· ·decades had thousands of young people.

·3· ·You don't hear about their events as much

·4· ·as some sporting events like basketball,

·5· ·but you can see these young people

·6· ·running their hearts out, many of whom

·7· ·have teams in every part of the City of

·8· ·Philadelphia.· The way they do that and

·9· ·move them, run right out of their

10· ·respective neighborhoods into college

11· ·campuses into success, should be

12· ·applauded, and I encourage this

13· ·Administration and the next to really

14· ·give them their due, to really start to

15· ·look at them as valuable sports

16· ·activities.

17· · · · · · ·The coaches, they do it for

18· ·free.· They don't get paid to do that.

19· ·They work year round, cross country,

20· ·indoor and outdoor, to produce some of

21· ·the finest young men and women you will

22· ·ever see in the City of Philadelphia.

23· · · · · · ·So, therefore, I move for the

24· ·adoption.

25· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)
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·2· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's

·3· ·been moved and properly seconded.

·4· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

·5· ·aye.

·6· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

·7· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·8· ·Those opposed?

·9· · · · · · ·(No response.)

10· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

11· ·ayes have it, and that resolution is

12· ·adopted.

13· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a resolution

14· ·honoring the United Age Group Track Club

15· ·Association for their decades of

16· ·contributions and dedication to youth

17· ·track and field development in

18· ·Philadelphia, introduced today by

19· ·Councilman Jones.

20· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

21· ·Chair again recognizes Councilman Jones.

22· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Thank you

23· ·again, Mr. President.· I move for the

24· ·adoption.

25· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)
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·2· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's

·3· ·been moved and properly seconded.

·4· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

·5· ·aye.

·6· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

·7· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·8· ·Those opposed?

·9· · · · · · ·(No response.)

10· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

11· ·ayes have it, and that resolution is

12· ·adopted.

13· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a resolution

14· ·authorizing the City Council Committee on

15· ·Public Safety to hold hearings examining

16· ·the use of vehicle immobilizing "window

17· ·barnacles" as a form of predatory parking

18· ·by private entities to understand the

19· ·impact they have on Philadelphia's

20· ·residents, introduced today by Councilman

21· ·Jones.

22· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

23· ·Chair again recognizes Councilman Jones.

24· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Thank you,

25· ·Mr. President.· I move for the adoption.
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·2· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's

·4· ·been moved and properly seconded.

·5· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

·6· ·aye.

·7· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

·8· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·9· ·Those opposed?

10· · · · · · ·(No response.)

11· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

12· ·ayes have it, and that resolution is

13· ·adopted.

14· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a resolution

15· ·congratulating and recognizing Youth

16· ·Empowerment for Advancement Hangout for

17· ·the grand opening of their Neighborhood

18· ·Food Market in West Philadelphia and for

19· ·their transformative work with

20· ·Philadelphia's youth, introduced today by

21· ·Councilwoman Brooks.

22· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

23· ·Chair recognizes Councilwoman Brooks.

24· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:· Thank

25· ·you, Council President.· I move for the



·1· · · ·11/2/23 - STATED - 2ND READING

·2· ·adoption of this resolution.

·3· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

·4· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's

·5· ·been moved and properly seconded.

·6· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

·7· ·aye.

·8· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

·9· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10· ·Those opposed?

11· · · · · · ·(No response.)

12· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

13· ·ayes have it, and that resolution is

14· ·adopted.

15· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a resolution

16· ·recognizing and honoring the dedicated

17· ·and loyal service of Diana Cortes,

18· ·Esquire, introduced today by Councilwoman

19· ·Gauthier.

20· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

21· ·Chair recognizes Councilwoman Gauthier.

22· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· Thank

23· ·you, Council President.· I move for the

24· ·adoption of the resolution.

25· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)
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·2· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's

·3· ·been moved and properly seconded.

·4· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

·5· ·aye.

·6· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

·7· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·8· ·Those opposed?

·9· · · · · · ·(No response.)

10· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

11· ·ayes have it, and that resolution is

12· ·adopted.

13· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a resolution

14· ·declaring November 2023 Smell and Taste

15· ·Testing Month in the City of

16· ·Philadelphia, in recognition of the

17· ·contributions of the Monell Chemical

18· ·Senses Center and its groundbreaking

19· ·smell and test research, introduced today

20· ·by Councilwoman Gauthier.

21· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

22· ·Chair again recognizes Councilwoman

23· ·Gauthier.

24· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:· Thank

25· ·you, Council President.· I move for the
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·2· ·adoption of the resolution.

·3· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

·4· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's

·5· ·been moved and properly seconded.

·6· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

·7· ·aye.

·8· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

·9· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10· ·Those opposed?

11· · · · · · ·(No response.)

12· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

13· ·ayes have it, and that resolution is

14· ·adopted.

15· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· And a resolution

16· ·congratulating the Martin Luther King

17· ·High football team for winning the Public

18· ·League Liberty Division Title, introduced

19· ·today by Councilwoman Bass.

20· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

21· ·Chair recognizes Councilwoman Bass.

22· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· Thank you,

23· ·Mr. President.· I move for the adoption

24· ·of the resolution.

25· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)
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·2· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's

·3· ·been moved and properly seconded.

·4· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

·5· ·aye.

·6· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

·7· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·8· ·Those opposed?

·9· · · · · · ·(No response.)

10· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

11· ·ayes have it, and that resolution is

12· ·adopted.

13· · · · · · ·CHIEF CLERK:· There are no

14· ·other resolutions on the Final Passage

15· ·Calendar, Mr. President.

16· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17· ·Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.

18· · · · · · ·That concludes our Calendar for

19· ·today.· We will now move to our speeches.

20· · · · · · ·Any speeches on behalf of the

21· ·minority?

22· · · · · · ·(No response.)

23· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24· ·Speeches on behalf of the majority?

25· · · · · · ·The Chair recognizes Councilman
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·2· ·Jones.

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN JONES:· Thank you,

·4· ·Mr. President.

·5· · · · · · ·I rise to salute Member Vaughn

·6· ·for raising and staying on the issue of

·7· ·the escape and conditions of the

·8· ·Philadelphia Prisons up on State Road.

·9· ·That was an uncomfortable hearing, but

10· ·sometimes when you go to the doctor to

11· ·see what ails you and you got to get that

12· ·examination to get fixed, it often is

13· ·uncomfortable, but in so doing, you begin

14· ·the healing process of getting better.

15· · · · · · ·And I just wanted to applaud

16· ·her for sticking to it, raising some of

17· ·the issues.· If you were a part of those

18· ·hearings, the Committee on Public Safety,

19· ·it was a lot to absorb.

20· · · · · · ·I want to also thank the

21· ·District Attorney for inviting us as well

22· ·as other stakeholders to his office to

23· ·look at the film that illustrated a lot

24· ·of the particulars of what needs to be

25· ·improved up on State Road.· And what I
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·2· ·liked about that whole hearing was, it

·3· ·wasn't a question of pointing the finger

·4· ·at each other, but pointing a finger

·5· ·toward solutions on how to get better.

·6· · · · · · ·So I wanted to thank her for

·7· ·her leadership and hope that beyond her

·8· ·term that she will stay involved, stay

·9· ·active in this particular issue as well

10· ·as others.

11· · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. President.

12· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13· ·Thank you, Councilman.

14· · · · · · ·The Chair recognizes

15· ·Councilwoman Vaughn.

16· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN VAUGHN:· Thank

17· ·you, Councilman Jones, for that

18· ·acknowledgment.· I will stick around if

19· ·you can find me a couple dollars.· I need

20· ·a couple bucks.

21· · · · · · ·But in all seriousness, that

22· ·hearing was emotional to see how those

23· ·men were able to plot and watch the

24· ·guards at that facility and plan their

25· ·escape.· I'm hoping, if nothing else
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·2· ·comes out of that, was the lesson for us

·3· ·that we need to make sure that adequate

·4· ·funding is given to the facilities to

·5· ·update their cameras and their security

·6· ·system and also to protect not just the

·7· ·society but the people that go there to

·8· ·work on a consistent basis.· It is very

·9· ·important that we let them know that

10· ·they're important to us and we want them

11· ·to continue to do the job that they do on

12· ·a daily basis.

13· · · · · · ·Nothing more fearful than

14· ·having to go to work and not wondering if

15· ·you're going to come home.· And so that

16· ·is why it is very important to me and

17· ·dear to my heart that we continue to make

18· ·sure that these needs are met and that

19· ·they get the resources that they need.

20· · · · · · ·Now, I saw today that they have

21· ·over $47 million in their budget.· I'm

22· ·hoping some of that is just because

23· ·they're understaffed, but if that money

24· ·could be used to update some of the

25· ·equipment, I would like to see that
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·2· ·happen.· That's an awful lot of money to

·3· ·just be sitting around when they have

·4· ·such dire needs that need to be

·5· ·addressed.

·6· · · · · · ·So I appreciate all of my

·7· ·colleagues that attended, and of course

·8· ·if I can offer any assistance going

·9· ·forward, I'm always available.

10· · · · · · ·Thank you.

11· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12· ·Thank you, Councilwoman.

13· · · · · · ·That concludes our speeches on

14· ·behalf of the minority and the majority,

15· ·and with that, the Chair recognizes

16· ·Councilman Squilla for a motion to

17· ·adjourn.

18· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:· Thank you,

19· ·Mr. President.· I move that Council stand

20· ·adjourned --

21· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· Hold

22· ·on one second, Councilman.

23· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· I'm sorry.

24· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

25· ·Chair recognizes Councilwoman Bass.
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·2· · · · · · ·COUNCILWOMAN BASS:· While he

·3· ·was looking for his paperwork, I was

·4· ·going to say just a reminder to all the

·5· ·members of the Parks and Recreation

·6· ·Committee that we have a hearing today at

·7· ·1 o'clock.· So please be on at 1:00.

·8· ·It's only one bill, so it will be very

·9· ·brief, but if we could have everyone on

10· ·at 1:00, that would be appreciated.

11· · · · · · ·Thank you, Mr. President.

12· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13· ·Thank you, Councilwoman.

14· · · · · · ·Councilman Squilla.

15· · · · · · ·COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:· Thank you,

16· ·Mr. President.· I move that Council stand

17· ·adjourned until Thursday, November 16th,

18· ·2023 at 10:00 a.m.

19· · · · · · ·(Duly seconded.)

20· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· It's

21· ·been moved and seconded that Council

22· ·stand adjourned until Thursday,

23· ·November 16, 2023, 10:00 a.m.

24· · · · · · ·All in favor indicate by saying

25· ·aye.
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·2· · · · · · ·(Aye.)

·3· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

·4· ·Those opposed?

·5· · · · · · ·(No response.)

·6· · · · · · ·COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:· The

·7· ·motion carries.

·8· · · · · · ·Thank you all very much, and be

·9· ·safe.

10· · · · · · · · · - - -

11· · · · · · ·(Stated Meeting adjourned at

12· ·12:39 p.m.)

13· · · · · · · · · - - -
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