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1      11/19/20 - STATED - ROLL CALL

2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

3 morning.  We're going to get started.  I

4 understand the state law currently

5 requires that the following announcement

6 be made at the beginning of every remote

7 Council session:

8           Due to the current public

9 health emergency, City Council is

10 currently meeting remotely.  We are using

11 Microsoft Teams to make this remote

12 meeting possible.  Instructions for how

13 the public may view the meeting and offer

14 public comment are included in the Stated

15 Meeting notice that was published in the

16 Daily News, Inquirer, Legal Intelligencer

17 prior to the meeting, and can also be

18 found on PHLCouncil.com.

19           I now note that the hour has

20 come.  The Clerk will please call the

21 roll to take attendance, and members that

22 are in attendance will please indicate

23 that you are present when your name is

24 called.  Thank you very much.

25           Mr. Decker.
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1      11/19/20 - STATED - ROLL CALL

2           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

3 Bass.

4           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good

5 morning, Mr. President, colleagues, and

6 the viewing public.  I am present.

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

8 morning.

9           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

10 Brooks.

11           COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Good

12 morning, Council President.  Good

13 morning, colleagues.  I'm present.

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

15 morning.

16           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb.

17           COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Good morning,

18 Council President and colleagues and the

19 viewing public.

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

21 morning.

22           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

23 Gauthier.

24           COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Good

25 morning, Council President.  Good
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1      11/19/20 - STATED - ROLL CALL

2 morning, colleagues.  Happy to be here

3 today.

4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

5 morning.

6           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

7 Gilmore Richardson.

8           COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Good

9 morning, Council President.  Good

10 morning, colleagues.  And good morning,

11 Philadelphia.

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

13 morning.

14           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

15           COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Good

16 morning, Council President.  Good

17 morning, members of Council.  And good

18 morning to the viewing public.

19           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

20 morning.

21           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Gym.

22           COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Good

23 morning, everybody.  Good morning,

24 colleagues.

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good



Stated Meeting
November 19, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 5

1      11/19/20 - STATED - ROLL CALL

2 morning.

3           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

4           COUNCILMAN HENON:  Good

5 morning, Council President, and good

6 morning, colleagues.

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

8 morning.

9           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10 Johnson.

11           (No response.)

12           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13 Johnson.

14           (No response.)

15           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

16           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Good

17 morning, Council President.

18           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

19 morning, Councilman Johnson.

20           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Good

21 morning, Council President.  Good

22 morning, colleagues.

23           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

24           COUNCILMAN JONES:  Good

25 morning, Mr. President.  Good morning,
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1      11/19/20 - STATED - ROLL CALL

2 colleagues.  Good morning, Philadelphia.

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

4 morning, sir.

5           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

6           COUNCILMAN OH:  Good morning,

7 Council President.  Good morning,

8 colleagues.

9           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

10 morning.

11           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

12 O'Neill.

13           (No response.)

14           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

15 O'Neill.

16           (No response.)

17           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

18 Parker.

19           COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Good

20 morning, Mr. President, colleagues, and

21 PHL.

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

23 morning.

24           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

25 Quinones-Sanchez.
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1      11/19/20 - STATED - ROLL CALL

2           COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Good

3 morning, Council President and

4 colleagues.

5           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

6 morning.

7           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

8 Squilla.

9           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Good

10 morning, Council President and

11 colleagues.  Present.

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

13 morning, sir.

14           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

15 Thomas.

16           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Good

17 morning, everyone.  I'm present.

18           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

19 morning, Councilman.

20           CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

21 Clarke.

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

23 morning.  Good morning to you all.  We

24 have established a quorum.  We will now

25 come to order.
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1 11/19/20 - STATED - APPROVAL OF JOURNAL

2           Despite the great need, there

3 will be no invocation today.  We will,

4 however, observe a very brief moment of

5 silent prayer for our city, its leaders,

6 and citizens during the current public

7 health crisis.  And I can't emphasize

8 enough to everyone, please be safe.

9 Please follow the safety guidelines that

10 have been established.

11           Let's have a brief moment of

12 silence.

13           (Moment of silence.)

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15 Thank you very much.  Our next order of

16 business is the approval of the Journal

17 of the meeting of Thursday, November

18 12th, 2020, and the Chair recognizes

19 Councilman Squilla.

20           COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

21 Mr. President.  I move that the Journal

22 of the meeting of Thursday, November

23 12th, 2020 be approved.

24           (Duly seconded.)

25           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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1       11/19/20 - STATED - LEAVES

2 Thank you.  It has been moved and

3 properly seconded that the Journal of the

4 meeting of Thursday, November 12th, 2020

5 stand approved.

6           All in favor indicate by saying

7 aye.

8           (Aye.)

9           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10 Those opposed?

11           (No response.)

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

13 ayes have it, and our Journal is

14 approved.

15           And our next order of business

16 is requests for leaves of absence, and

17 the Chair recognizes Councilwoman Parker.

18           COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

19 you, Mr. President.  On behalf of the

20 members of Council, there are no requests

21 for leaves of absence today.

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

23 Chair thanks the Councilwoman.

24           And our next order of business

25 is communications.  Mr. Decker, would you
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1   11/19/20 - STATED - COMMUNICATIONS

2 please read the messages from the Mayor

3 and any other communications that you may

4 have in your possession.

5           CHIEF CLERK:  To the President

6 and members of the Council of the City of

7 Philadelphia, I am submitting herewith

8 for the consideration of your honorable

9 body an ordinance amending Section 12-701

10 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

11 "Bicycle Lanes," by authorizing the

12 Department of Streets to designate a

13 bicycle lane, in the southbound

14 direction, on North 8th Street, from Vine

15 Street to Race Street, and to remove a

16 travel lane, in the southbound direction,

17 on North 8th Street, from Vine Street to

18 Race Street; and

19           An ordinance authorizing the

20 Procurement Commissioner to enter into

21 agreements to purchase electricity,

22 natural gas and motor fuel for use by the

23 City in City facilities and vehicles,

24 including agreements that obligate

25 payment for delivery of such energy
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1   11/19/20 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

2 supplies in future fiscal years; and

3           An ordinance amending Chapter

4 19-1300 of The Philadelphia Code,

5 entitled "Real Estate Taxes," by

6 clarifying definitions to provide that

7 new construction containing a certain

8 combination of residential dwelling units

9 with commercial or industrial units shall

10 be deemed residential construction for

11 purpose of the tax abatements available

12 under that chapter; and

13           An ordinance authorizing the

14 Procurement Department, on behalf of the

15 City, to enter into an amendment

16 agreement with Axon Enterprises,

17 Incorporated for purchase of tasers by

18 the City, all under certain terms and

19 conditions.

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21 Thank you, Mr. Decker.

22           Our next order of business is

23 the introduction of bills and

24 resolutions.  By way of a reminder, we

25 are asking that all resolutions,
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1   11/19/20 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

2 including privileged resolutions, be

3 placed on the Final Passage Calendar for

4 the next session of Council, unless they

5 are being referred to committee.  In our

6 current remote environment, this

7 procedure will provide an appropriate

8 opportunity for public comment.  I want

9 to thank you very much in advance for

10 your anticipated cooperation.

11           We'll do a little something

12 different.  The Clerk will please read

13 the titles of the legislation that is

14 being offered today by the members.

15           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

16 Parker offers three bills and two

17 resolutions.  On behalf of Council

18 President Clarke, she offers an ordinance

19 amending Chapter 19-1300 of The

20 Philadelphia Code, entitled "Real Estate

21 Taxes," by modifying the amount of

22 certain tax abatements; and

23           An ordinance authorizing the

24 Procurement Commissioner to enter into

25 agreements to purchase electricity,
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1   11/19/20 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

2 natural gas and motor fuel for use by the

3 City in City facilities and vehicles,

4 including agreements that obligate

5 payment for delivery of such energy

6 supplies in future fiscal years; and

7           An ordinance authorizing the

8 Procurement Department, on behalf of the

9 City, to enter into an amendment

10 agreement with Axon Enterprises,

11 Incorporated for purchase of tasers by

12 the City.

13           Also for Council President

14 Clarke, a resolution recognizing and

15 honoring the dedicated and loyal service

16 of Marcel S. Pratt, Esquire.

17           And on her own behalf,

18 Councilwoman Parker offers a resolution

19 authorizing the Committee on Commerce and

20 Economic Development to hold hearings on

21 the state of Philadelphia's neighborhood

22 commercial corridors.

23           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24 Mr. Decker, I just want to do something a

25 little different, and I'll ask my
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1   11/19/20 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

2 colleagues to please indulge me.  I

3 rarely ask for such indulgence.  I would

4 like to speak on a particular bill that

5 was introduced on my behalf by

6 Councilwoman Parker.  So to keep along

7 with the time-honored tradition of

8 Council, I would have to, I guess,

9 virtually step down as the Chair in order

10 to give my comments.

11           So I would ask Councilwoman

12 Parker to virtually take the Chair for a

13 moment so I may speak on this particular

14 bill.  Again, I ask my colleagues to

15 please indulge me.  I rarely do this.  So

16 I'll ask for your indulgence in terms of

17 the time.

18           Councilwoman Parker, can you

19 please take the virtual Chair while I

20 make these comments on the bill that I

21 introduced.

22           COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

23 you, Mr. President.

24           The Chair recognizes

25 Councilmember Darrell Clarke from the
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1   11/19/20 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

2 mighty Fifth Councilmanic District.

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Wow.

4 Folks, I just want to let you know, I

5 didn't ask for such a very awesome

6 introduction, but I thank you.  Thank you

7 so much, Councilwoman.

8           So real quick, I'll try to be

9 as quick as possible, but for me to do

10 this, I've only done it a couple of

11 times, but it is something that I am

12 passionate about.

13           Over the last couple of years,

14 we in Council have been looking at issues

15 as it relates to our neighborhoods and

16 the continued changes in our

17 neighborhoods, the continued concerns

18 about gentrification, the continued

19 concerns about lack of investment, the

20 continued concerns about opportunity in

21 our communities at-large.

22           We have attempted to do

23 something for the last couple years, as

24 last year we actually introduced a

25 construction tax that would in our minds
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1   11/19/20 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

2 put a significant amount of stimulus --

3 I'd like to call it what it is -- in our

4 local economy, particularly as it relates

5 to opportunities for neighborhoods.

6           Unfortunately, last year we

7 were not able to get that done, so as you

8 all know, we introduced a construction

9 tax bill again this year, and it is

10 before us as soon as we determine to have

11 a public hearing.

12           Today, we introduced

13 legislation that reduces the tax

14 abatement on commercial tax abatement,

15 and essentially it is a comparable number

16 when you look at the dollar figure as to

17 the one percent construction tax.  It is

18 an option based on multiple conversations

19 that I've had with individuals,

20 particularly individuals from the

21 industry with respect to concerns about

22 one thing or another.

23           But I have to say that I'm very

24 concerned about the level of conversation

25 that we've had over the last couple of



Stated Meeting
November 19, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 17

1   11/19/20 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

2 months, and I know all of you have talked

3 to a different person, and I want to say

4 that I'm disappointed in the pushback in

5 the need and the willingness to do

6 something to make sure that our entire

7 city benefits in a meaningful way to keep

8 pace with the significant market-rate

9 development that has been happening in

10 our communities and the concerns about

11 not only gentrification but the concerns

12 about lack of opportunity.  Those

13 opportunities and those disparities have

14 been magnified as a result of the

15 pandemic and the recent unrest, and a lot

16 of people have recognized it, things that

17 a lot of us have known for a long, long

18 time.  I mean, this is not new.  People

19 have been challenged for a long, long

20 time.  And when you talk about those

21 disparities, you talk about an increasing

22 wealth gap.  You talk about a decrease in

23 lack of opportunities.  As things become

24 more challenged in the country, those

25 opportunities become more challenging for
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1   11/19/20 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

2 those that have not traditionally had

3 those opportunities.

4           So during these conversations

5 in our attempts to stimulate our local

6 economy -- because, frankly speaking, as

7 much as we like to think that the federal

8 administration, President-elect Biden and

9 Mitch McConnell will hopefully hold hands

10 and gleefully walk down the primrose

11 path, the likelihood that that may or may

12 not happen is very uncertain.

13           So as that conversation

14 happened, I want to start off by saying I

15 really want to thank the BIA, the

16 Building Industry Association, for their

17 longstanding tradition of having a

18 conversation and having significant

19 input.  I also want to thank Ryan Boyer.

20 Ryan has stood out as a person that has

21 been willing to have conversation,

22 understand the need to invest in our

23 communities broadly, and there was a

24 couple of other individuals from the

25 industries whose name I won't say at this
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1   11/19/20 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

2 point.

3           But during that conversation,

4 there was a number of things that were

5 said to me.  I'll just give you a couple,

6 and I know we're in the middle of the

7 session, so I will be as brief as I can,

8 and I'm not going to say no matter how

9 long it takes, as my mentor used to say.

10           We talked about -- they talked

11 about some say that we're picking on one

12 particular industry, the development

13 industry, and I'm like, well, you know, I

14 hear what you say, but others might say,

15 well, why does that particular industry

16 get so much incentives over the course of

17 the year?  And I'll lay out some of those

18 tax incentives and other opportunities

19 that they've gotten over the years.  And

20 we understand the need to increase

21 opportunity in development and real

22 estate across the City, because it does

23 stimulate a local market.

24           Then some say the economic

25 impact on that industry is devastating.
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1   11/19/20 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

2 I actually heard that yesterday on call,

3 and I don't think people understand the

4 devastation that has happened in these

5 neighborhoods across the City of

6 Philadelphia way, way before the

7 pandemic, and it's much more devastating

8 because you're starting at a much lower

9 threshold.

10           Then they talked about -- there

11 was a conversation about looking at the

12 jobs and the new development in these

13 communities.  It was such a great thing,

14 but the simple reality is that a lot of

15 these communities, the people in those

16 communities aren't getting the jobs.  The

17 people in those communities are not

18 getting an opportunity to live in the new

19 developments, because they are way priced

20 too high.  So the benefit to those local

21 people is just not there.

22           So as we move ahead, let's talk

23 about the industry.  And I did not want

24 to do this, as I indicated to the

25 individuals that I know and have worked
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1   11/19/20 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

2 with for a long, long time, but the fact

3 of the matter is, this particular

4 industry over the years has gotten

5 significant and lucrative benefits.

6 Keystone Opportunity Zones, and on the

7 surface you say, well, that's a great

8 thing, but there are limited requirements

9 in those Keystone Opportunities, such as

10 being able to require participation

11 levels that all of us would like to see,

12 to require certain things that small

13 businesses would like to get as a result

14 of that, the lack of flexibility, the

15 ten-year tax abatement.  Again, limited

16 requirements as it relates to that.  The

17 state fashioned a bill, and we

18 appreciated it because we asked for it,

19 but the reality is is that there are

20 limitations in terms of what we can

21 require for a person or developer to take

22 advantage of that ten-year tax abatement,

23 such as participation, such as local

24 hiring, and such as local purchasing.  We

25 can't require that.
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2           The most recent entity -- and,

3 again, I pointed this out to the members

4 from the industry that were continuing to

5 push back on any opportunity for them to

6 have skin in the game and to deal with

7 these neighborhoods -- the Tax Cuts and

8 Jobs Act of 2017, very lucrative tax

9 breaks for the real estate developers,

10 and this is one that I didn't know the

11 level of specificity as it relates to the

12 incentives, so this is not my words.  So

13 in the contract to American homeowners

14 and contracts, which actually all of you

15 if you own a home, you've noticed that

16 your exemptions have dwindled

17 significantly, your ability to write off

18 certain taxes.  You may have seen in your

19 paycheck in the Tax Act of 2017 that your

20 taxes have gone up because of the

21 category that you find yourselves in, but

22 as a result, in an estimate issued by the

23 Congressional Joint Committee on

24 Taxation, four new tax breaks will result

25 in a stunning $66 billion windfall for
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2 real estate developers.  These new tax

3 breaks include $30 billion windfall for

4 new passthrough in real estate dividend

5 deductions, $16 billion windfall for real

6 estate exemption for limitations on

7 interest deduction, $22 billion windfall

8 for real estate exemption from like-kind

9 exchange repeal.  This also includes the

10 capital gains tax breaks for the

11 developers who build in Opportunity

12 Zones.  And you'll see across the City

13 buildings reaching up to the sky.

14 They're in Opportunity Zones, where those

15 zones get substantially reduced capital

16 gains tax and eliminates them on any

17 profit from the sale of property they own

18 for ten years.

19           I mean, this is some extremely

20 lucrative tax breaks that this industry

21 has gotten on top of what we've done on

22 the local level.

23           So my concern is when we ask

24 for them to simply put a little bit of

25 skin in the game to help us rebuild our
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2 communities across the City -- and it's

3 not just affordable housing, it's

4 investment in neighborhoods, formerly

5 choice investments, it's investment in

6 the people, it's providing real jobs for

7 real people in neighborhoods -- we're

8 getting all this pushback.

9           So, Madam Chair, I just want to

10 say thank you all for your indulgence,

11 because I don't do this, but I am very

12 passionate about this issue, and I hope

13 in speaking not only to you, colleagues,

14 because you've been real good about

15 understanding the need, but to the

16 individuals who may be listening to this

17 from the industry, that they need to step

18 to the plate and be supportive of what

19 we're trying to do, because this is a

20 local stimulus.  This is not a CARES Act

21 where we have to beg the Senate and the

22 House and the President to enact.  This

23 is something that we can do locally.

24           So I ask all parties involved,

25 all parties in impact, to be serious
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2 about this, to step up to the plate, put

3 some skin in the game, and allow us to

4 borrow $400 million under the

5 Neighborhood Preservation Initiative and

6 get this movement in the City of

7 Philadelphia.

8           So, Madam Chair, thank you

9 again.  Sorry for taking so long, but I

10 really needed to say this, and I promise

11 I won't do it again during the course of

12 the year.

13           COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

14 you, Councilmember Clarke.

15           I am now stepping down off the

16 rostrum.  It will take me a few seconds.

17           And, Mr. President --

18 Councilman Clarke, I am now back in my

19 seat.

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21 Thank you.  Thank you.  Thank you,

22 Council Majority Leader Parker.  Sorry

23 about that, but I needed to say that, and

24 I needed to say it in a meaningful way.

25           Mr. Decker, can you please read
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2 those again so I can make sure that I

3 refer those bills and resolutions to the

4 appropriate entity.

5           CHIEF CLERK:  You want me to

6 read Councilwoman Parker's legislation?

7           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Yes,

8 because I don't think I referred them to

9 committee.

10           CHIEF CLERK:  On behalf of

11 Council President Clarke, Councilwoman

12 Parker offers three bills, entitled "An

13 ordinance amending Chapter 19-1300 of The

14 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Real Estate

15 Taxes,' by modifying the amount of

16 certain tax abatements."

17           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18 Referred to committee.

19           CHIEF CLERK:  And an ordinance

20 authorizing the Procurement Commissioner

21 to enter into agreements to purchase

22 electricity, natural gas and motor fuel

23 for use by the City in City facilities

24 and vehicles, including agreements that

25 obligate payment for delivery of such
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2 energy supplies in future fiscal years.

3           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4 Referred to committee.

5           CHIEF CLERK:  And an ordinance

6 authorizing the Procurement Department,

7 on behalf of the City, to enter into an

8 amendment agreement with Axon

9 Enterprises, Incorporated for purchase of

10 tasers by the City.

11           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12 Referred to committee.

13           CHIEF CLERK:  And also on

14 behalf of Council President Clarke, a

15 resolution recognizing and honoring the

16 dedicated and loyal service of Marcel S.

17 Pratt, Esquire.

18           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

19 week's Calendar.

20           CHIEF CLERK:  And on her own

21 behalf, Councilwoman Parker offers a

22 resolution authorizing the Committee on

23 Commerce and Economic Development to hold

24 hearings on the state of Philadelphia's

25 neighborhood commercial corridors.
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2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3 Thank you.  This week's Calendar.

4           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

5 Gilmore Richardson offers a resolution

6 declaring the intent to prioritize

7 climate action and environmental justice

8 in the ongoing COVID-19 recovery effort.

9           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

10 week's Calendar.

11           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones

12 offers five bills, entitled "An ordinance

13 authorizing the Commissioner of Public

14 Property, on behalf of the City, to

15 acquire fee simple title, or a lesser

16 interest in real estate, by purchase,

17 dedication, donation, condemnation,

18 agreement in lieu of condemnation, or

19 otherwise, in parcels of land along the

20 Schuylkill River and the Wissahickon

21 Creek for public recreational purposes."

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23 Referred to committee.

24           CHIEF CLERK:  And an ordinance

25 amending Bill No. 010267, entitled "An
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2 ordinance establishing a no truck parking

3 regulation on Lancaster Avenue, from

4 Fifty-Second Street to Sixty-Third

5 Street, both sides" to include and

6 establish tow-away regulations for trucks

7 on Lancaster Avenue, from Fifty-Second

8 Street to Sixty-Third Street, both sides.

9           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10 Referred to committee.

11           CHIEF CLERK:  And an ordinance

12 authorizing the installation of a traffic

13 signal at the intersection of Upland Way

14 and Berks Street.

15           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16 Referred to committee.

17           CHIEF CLERK:  And an ordinance

18 establishing a no truck park regulation

19 on Parkside Avenue, both sides, from 50th

20 Street to Belmont Avenue, 50th Street,

21 both sides, from Parkside Avenue to

22 Jefferson Street, Jefferson Street, both

23 sides, from 50th Street to its terminus

24 and 49th Street, both sides, from

25 Parkside Avenue to Jefferson Street.
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2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3 Referred to committee.

4           CHIEF CLERK:  And an ordinance

5 establishing a no truck park regulation

6 on Henry Avenue, both sides, from

7 Allegheny Avenue to Abbotsford Avenue.

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Also

9 referred to committee.

10           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

11 Johnson offers one resolution authorizing

12 the Committee on Education to hold

13 hearings to examine options for expanding

14 the pipeline of Black male teachers and

15 staff in Philadelphia schools.

16           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17 Mr. Decker, was that a --

18           CHIEF CLERK:  Yes,

19 Mr. President.  That's a hearing.

20           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  A

21 committee resolution?

22           CHIEF CLERK:  Committee

23 hearing, yes, Mr. President.

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

25 will be on this week's Calendar.
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2           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb

3 offers a resolution recognizing Thursday,

4 November 19, 2020 as Children's Grief

5 Awareness Day and honoring the work of

6 Uplift Center for Grieving Children to

7 meet the emotional needs of grieving

8 children in the City of Philadelphia.

9           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  That

10 will be next week's Calendar.

11           CHIEF CLERK:  Mr. President,

12 Councilman Domb has asked to be

13 recognized on this resolution.

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Oh,

15 I'm sorry.  The Chair recognizes

16 Councilman Domb.

17           COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Thank you,

18 Council President.  I wanted to take a

19 moment and first thank the co-sponsors of

20 this resolution.  I'd also like to

21 briefly highlight just how important

22 Children's Grief Awareness Day is and

23 honor the work that Uplift is doing day

24 in and day out for our children and

25 families in Philadelphia that are
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2 struggling right now and for the last 20

3 years.

4           Grief and loss of life are two

5 things that are unavoidable in this

6 world, but generally we shield our

7 children from it as much as we can until

8 it actually happens.  In Philadelphia and

9 many places all over the country, our

10 children are often suffering in silence,

11 because grief is difficult for everyone,

12 and perhaps the adults in their lives

13 can't manage the grief themselves, so the

14 children's emotional needs get left

15 behind by mistake.

16           In the wake of the loss of

17 life, we forget our children haven't

18 developed the right tools yet, those

19 tools that they need to navigate the

20 difficult feelings that come with grief

21 and loss.  So we see kids act out in all

22 sorts of ways, some good and some not so

23 good.

24           Uplift Center for Grieving

25 Children helps provide our children with
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2 those emotional tools they need to

3 process the feelings and develop positive

4 ways they can communicate what's going on

5 inside their young minds.

6           In the City of Philadelphia,

7 our children are seeing things others

8 can't even imagine.  They're experiencing

9 loss of life due to COVID-19, losses from

10 violence, and especially gun violence,

11 loss of life from substance use disorder

12 and overdoses, and a complete loss of

13 normalcy in their everyday life right

14 now.

15           We have to ensure our kids, our

16 children have the supports they need if

17 we want them to be okay.  So Uplift

18 continues to work with our children and

19 families through the Philly HopeLine and

20 referrals from the School District,

21 medical providers in our community

22 members, and I hope everyone here today

23 will join me in recognizing their

24 commitment to our children and appreciate

25 the important work Uplift does to take
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2 care of the emotional needs of our young

3 people.

4           For those of you looking for

5 more information on Uplift, you can visit

6 their website, upliftphilly.org, or

7 contact my office for more information.

8           In recognition of Children's

9 Grief Awareness Day, Uplift is hosting an

10 event this evening, tonight, from 6:00 to

11 7:30 where they'll present a partial

12 viewing of the WPSU, Penn State's public

13 radio, documentary called Speaking Grief.

14 They'll hold a live stream panel

15 discussion thereafter via Facebook and

16 Zoom.

17           Thank you again for everyone's

18 support today, and please, to anyone in

19 the public who is listening or if you

20 know somebody or if you know a child that

21 needs help managing after a loss of a

22 loved one, call our office at

23 215-686-3414.  We'll help you find the

24 resources that you need.  This is an

25 important matter.
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2           Thank you very much, Council

3 President.

4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5 Thank you, Councilman.

6           That will be on next week's

7 Calendar.

8           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb

9 also offers a resolution honoring and

10 expressing gratitude to the University of

11 Pennsylvania for pledging one hundred

12 million dollars to the School District of

13 Philadelphia over the next decade.

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

15 Chair again recognizes Councilman Domb.

16           COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Thank you,

17 Council President.  This is a happier

18 one.  I want to thank the co-introducer,

19 Councilmember Maria Quinones-Sanchez, who

20 is our Chair of our Education Committee,

21 and all the co-sponsors of this

22 resolution today, Councilmembers Gilmore

23 Richardson, Thomas, Green, Gauthier, and

24 Squilla.

25           As we recognize the University
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2 of Pennsylvania for this incredible

3 donation to help Philadelphia's public

4 schools, we have to acknowledge President

5 Amy Gutmann's ambition and determination

6 to go above and beyond and to make

7 Philadelphia a better place for our

8 youth, families, educators, and everyone

9 that is proud to call Philadelphia their

10 home.

11           The City and the School

12 District have been deliberating for years

13 on a financial strategy to address the

14 serious infrastructure needs of our aging

15 schools.  Now we're presented with a

16 possible sustainable solution over the

17 next decade that will go a long way, not

18 the full solution, it will go a long way

19 to solving the environmental hazardous

20 conditions inside many of our school

21 buildings.  Some of these facilities are

22 more than 70 years old.  These facilities

23 are older than me.  This is truly a

24 commendable action and donation made by

25 the University of Penn.  In fact, it's
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2 the single largest donation to the School

3 District ever.  It's another prime

4 example, though, of how we will move our

5 City forward through collaborative

6 public-private partnerships, and we need

7 to recognize the efforts that our leaders

8 and our business and education sectors

9 make to improve our city.

10           In my opinion, we don't do

11 enough to honor these individuals and

12 institutions for their efforts to make

13 Philadelphia a better place to live and

14 work.

15           I spoke with President Gutmann

16 yesterday and personally thanked her on

17 behalf of Council for her work and

18 dedication to our schools, and she was

19 actually elated to hear from us, and we

20 have more to do to build more coalitions

21 and partnerships at this time, and so by

22 reaching out, we showed our sincere

23 gratitude.

24           We have so many anchor

25 institutions in our city that are truly
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2 unsung leaders that don't seek the public

3 spotlight for doing everything they can

4 to make Philadelphia a first-class city.

5 They provide economic opportunities to

6 many underserved neighborhoods and go

7 above and beyond the call of their own

8 mission to support communities across the

9 entire City.

10           Please always continue to keep

11 our city in your minds and hearts.  This

12 is to all Philadelphia residents,

13 businesses, and institutions.  Constantly

14 seek ways to help us and go beyond your

15 own mission and put Philadelphia first.

16           With Thanksgiving, Council

17 President, right around the corner and on

18 behalf of all of us in Council, I can't

19 think of a better Thanksgiving present to

20 be bestowed upon the School District than

21 the University of Penn, President Amy

22 Gutmann, Chairman of the Board David L.

23 Cohen providing this tremendous gift of

24 $100 million to the Philadelphia schools.

25           Thank you on behalf of all of
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2 us.  We really appreciate it.

3           Thank you, Council President.

4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5 Thank you, Councilman.  Thank you much.

6           That will be on next week's

7 Calendar.

8           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

9 Gauthier offers one bill, entitled "An

10 ordinance authorizing encroachments in

11 the nature of structural artwork

12 consisting of metal manhole covers and

13 traffic signs located in the vicinity of

14 6200 Osage Avenue, and authorizing the

15 City of Philadelphia to accept ownership

16 of such encroachments.

17           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18 Referred to committee.

19           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Thomas

20 offers, on behalf of Council President

21 Clarke, a resolution honoring and

22 congratulating Ed Hurtt for his work with

23 youth in the community and for being

24 awarded the 76ers Jr. NBA Coach of the

25 Year Award.



Stated Meeting
November 19, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 40

1   11/19/20 - STATED - INTRO. OF BILLS

2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

3 week's Calendar.

4           CHIEF CLERK:  And on his own

5 behalf, Councilman Thomas offers a

6 resolution honoring and congratulating

7 the Northeast High School Boys Soccer

8 team, on their successful 2019-2020

9 season and overall 12-1 and 1 record in

10 the Philadelphia Public League.

11           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Next

12 week's Calendar.

13           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

14 O'Neill offers one bill, entitled "An

15 ordinance authorizing the Commissioner of

16 Public Property, on behalf of the City,

17 to enter into a sublease agreement with

18 the Philadelphia Municipal Authority, for

19 use by the City, of a portion of the

20 premises located at 11311 Roosevelt

21 Boulevard, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania."

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23 Referred to committee.

24           CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25 Squilla offers one bill and one
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2 resolution, entitled "An ordinance

3 amending Section 12-701 of The

4 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Bicycle

5 Lanes,' by authorizing the Department of

6 Streets to designate a bicycle lane, in

7 the southbound direction, on North 8th

8 Street, from Vine Street to Race Street,

9 and to remove a travel lane, in the

10 southbound direction, on North 8th

11 Street, from Vine Street to Race Street."

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13 Referred to committee.

14           CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

15 proclaiming November as Lung Cancer

16 Awareness Month.

17           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

18 that will be on next week's Calendar.

19           CHIEF CLERK:  There are no

20 other bills or resolutions being offered

21 by the members, Mr. President.

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23 Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.

24           And our next order of business

25 is reports from committee, and the Chair
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2 recognizes Councilwoman Parker for a

3 report from the Committee of the Whole.

4           COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

5 you, Mr. President.  The Committee of the

6 Whole reports out seven resolutions with

7 a favorable recommendation.

8           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9 Thank you.

10           Mr. Decker, please read that

11 report.

12           CHIEF CLERK:  To the President

13 and members of the Council of the City of

14 Philadelphia, the Committee of the Whole,

15 to which was referred Resolution No.

16 200132, entitled a "Resolution appointing

17 Gosia Primavera to the Board of Directors

18 for the Old City Special Services

19 District"; and

20           Resolution No. 200133, entitled

21 a "Resolution appointing Valerie Lyons to

22 the Board of Directors for the Old City

23 Special Services District"; and

24           Resolution No. 200134, entitled

25 a "Resolution appointing Kathryn Bittner
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2 to the Board of Directors for the Old

3 City Special Services District"; and

4           Resolution No. 200135, entitled

5 a "Resolution appointing Jonathan Dubrow

6 to the Board of Directors for the Old

7 City Special Services District"; and

8           Resolution No. 200271, entitled

9 a "Resolution appointing Jack Soloff to

10 the Board of Directors of the Center City

11 District"; and

12           Resolution No. 200272, entitled

13 a "Resolution reappointing Randall Scott

14 to the Board of Directors of the Center

15 City District"; and

16           Resolution No. 200567, entitled

17 a "Resolution appointing Angela Val to

18 the Board of Directors of the Center City

19 District," respectfully reports it has

20 considered the same and returns the

21 attached resolutions to Council with a

22 favorable recommendation.

23           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24 Thank you, Mr. Decker.  Resolutions No.

25 200132, 200133, 200134, 200135, 200271,
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2 200272, and 200567 will be placed on our

3 Final Passage Calendar at our next

4 session of Council.

5           The Chair now recognizes

6 Councilman Johnson for a report from the

7 Committee on Rules.

8           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

9 Council President.  The Committee on

10 Rules reports out one bill with a

11 favorable recommendation.

12           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13 Thank you.

14           Mr. Decker, would you please

15 read that report.

16           CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

17 Rules, to which was referred Bill No.

18 200416, entitled "An ordinance to amend

19 the Philadelphia Zoning Maps by changing

20 the zoning designations of certain areas

21 of land located within an area bounded by

22 Buckius Street (extended), the Delaware

23 River, Orthodox Street (extended), and

24 Richmond Street," respectfully reports it

25 has considered and amended the same and
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2 returns the attached bill to Council with

3 a favorable recommendation.

4           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5 Thank you.

6           The Chair again recognizes

7 Councilman Johnson.

8           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

9 Council President.  I move for the

10 adoption of the resolution.

11           COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  No; the

12 rules of Council.

13           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Move

14 for the suspension.  Councilman Johnson,

15 I just need you to move for the rules of

16 Council to be suspended.

17           COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  I'm sorry,

18 Council President.  Council President, I

19 move for the rules of Council to be

20 suspended to permit first reading of this

21 resolution at the first reading of

22 Council.

23           COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  And

24 that's Bill No. 200416, and I second your

25 motion, Councilmember Johnson.
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2           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3 Thank you.  It has been moved and

4 properly seconded that the rules of

5 Council be suspended so as to permit

6 first reading this day of Bill No.

7 200416.

8           All those in favor indicate by

9 saying aye.

10           (Aye.)

11           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12 Those opposed?

13           (No response.)

14           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

15 ayes have it, and the bill will be placed

16 on our First Reading Calendar today.

17           The Chair now recognizes

18 Councilwoman Parker for a report from the

19 Committee on Law and Government.

20           COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

21 you, Mr. President.  The Committee on Law

22 and Government reports out three bills

23 with a favorable recommendation.

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25 Thank you.
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2           Mr. Decker, please read the

3 report.

4           CHIEF CLERK:  The Committee on

5 Law and Government, to which was referred

6 Bill No. 200588, entitled "An ordinance

7 amending Title 17 of The Philadelphia

8 Code, entitled 'Contracts and

9 Procurement,' by amending Chapter 17-100,

10 entitled 'Procurement Contracts,' to add

11 disclosure requirements related to prior

12 contracting experience and the

13 demographic characteristics of employees

14 and board members of contractors and

15 subcontractors for City contracts for

16 competitively bid goods"; and

17           Bill No. 200589, entitled "An

18 ordinance amending Chapter 17-100,

19 entitled 'Procurement Contracts,' by

20 adding requirements related to the

21 provision of information regarding the

22 demographic characteristics of the

23 employees of, and the labor force used

24 by, City contractors and subcontractors

25 in the performance of work under certain
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2 City contracts for competitively bid

3 services"; and

4           Bill No. 200590, entitled "An

5 ordinance amending Title 17 of The

6 Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Contracts

7 and Procurement,' by amending Chapter

8 17-100, entitled 'Procurement Contracts,'

9 and Chapter 17-1400, entitled

10 'Non-Competitively Bid Contracts;

11 Financial Assistance,' to add disclosure

12 requirements related to prior contracting

13 experience and the demographic

14 characteristics of employees, other

15 sources of labor, and board members of

16 contractors and subcontractors for City

17 contracts for public works, other

18 competitively bid services, and

19 professional services, and by adding

20 reporting requirements," respectfully

21 reports it has considered and amended the

22 same and returns the attached bills to

23 Council with a favorable recommendation.

24           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25 Thank you.
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2           The Chair again recognizes

3 Councilwoman Parker.

4           COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

5 you, Mr. President.  I move that the

6 rules of Council be suspended so as to

7 permit first reading this day of Bill

8 Nos. 200588, 200589, and 200590.

9           (Duly seconded.)

10           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11 Thank you.  It has been moved and

12 properly seconded that the rules of

13 Council be suspended so as to permit

14 first reading this day of Bills No.

15 200588, 200589, and 200590.

16           All those in favor will

17 indicate by saying aye.

18           (Aye.)

19           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20 Those opposed?

21           (No response.)

22           COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

23 ayes have it, and these bills will be

24 placed on our First Reading Calendar

25 today.
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2              That concludes our reports from

3    committee, and our next order of business

4    is the consideration of the Calendar.

5              I note that the bills just

6    reported from committee with a suspension

7    of the rules have been deemed to have had

8    a first reading.  These bills will be

9    placed on our Second Reading and Final

10    Passage Calendar at our next session of

11    Council.

12              As there are no additional

13    bills on the First Reading Calendar, the

14    Chair recognizes Councilwoman Parker for

15    a motion concerning the bills on the

16    Second Reading and Final Passage Calendar

17    today.

18              COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

19    you, Mr. President.  I move that the

20    rules of Council be suspended to permit

21    the use of a Consent Agenda to consider

22    the following bills on the Second Reading

23    and Final Passage Calendars.  They are

24    Nos. 200481, 200387, 200599, 200600,

25    200182, 200254, 200537, 200539, 200561,
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2    200562, 200572, 200591, 200115, 200412,

3    200420, and 200421.

4              (Duly seconded.)

5              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6    Thank you.  It has been moved and

7    properly seconded that the rules of

8    Council be suspended to permit the use of

9    a Consent Agenda to consider the bills

10    just read by Councilwoman Parker.

11              All in favor indicate by saying

12    aye.

13              (Aye.)

14              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15    Those opposed?

16              (No response.)

17              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

18    ayes have it.  The motion carries.  And

19    we will consider the Consent Agenda

20    shortly.

21              The Chair again recognizes

22    Councilwoman Parker for the purpose of

23    calling up bills and resolutions on the

24    regular Second Reading and Final Passage

25    Calendar.
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2              COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

3    you, Mr. President.  In addition to the

4    bills being considered on the Consent

5    Agenda, the following resolutions and

6    bills are being called up from the Second

7    Reading and Final Passage Calendars

8    today.  They are Nos. 200491-A, 200629,

9    200631, 200632, 200633, 200634, 200637,

10    200638, 200640, 200093, 200162, 200353,

11    200544, 200574, and 200425.  All other

12    bills and resolutions are being held.

13              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14    Thank you, Councilwoman.

15              Before we proceed with the

16    consideration of the public comment, I

17    would like to take a brief five- to

18    ten-minute recess to give our technology

19    professionals some time to connect the

20    speakers we have for today to the

21    meeting.

22              We will take a brief recess.

23              (Short recess.)

24              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25    Thank you very much, and again good
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2    morning.  So now that everyone is

3    connected to the meeting and before

4    considering the resolutions and bills we

5    have before us today, we will consider

6    public comment as follows:

7              The public comment must concern

8    matters on the Second Reading and Final

9    Passage Calendar for possible action at a

10    session of Council.  A speaker on any of

11    those matters must sign up in order to

12    testify.  You must call 215-686-3406 by

13    5:00 p.m. the day before the session to

14    sign up for public comment.

15              When you call, we will take

16    your name, phone number, the number of

17    the legislative item you are commenting

18    on, and whether you are in support or

19    against the legislation, and we will add

20    you to the list.  We will telephone each

21    person on the list during the Council

22    session and invite them to our remote

23    meeting.

24              Under ideal circumstances, they

25    will each have three minutes to speak,
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2    but because we have a significant amount

3    of people today, we will have two

4    minutes.  In order to be fair to all

5    those wishing to speak, I intend to hold

6    faithfully to the established time limit.

7              Once invited to the meeting and

8    asked to begin your testimony, a timer

9    will be started.  We will monitor your

10    remaining time throughout your testimony,

11    and when there are 30 seconds remaining

12    to your time, we will remind you of this.

13    Once your allotted time has passed, you

14    will be asked to conclude your remarks.

15    Shortly thereafter you will be muted and

16    disconnected from the remote meeting.

17              I also reserve the right to

18    limit the number of speakers where

19    repetitious comments are being made on

20    the same matter and to limit the scope of

21    testimony to only certain items on the

22    agenda during the emergency, which could

23    affect callbacks for public comment at

24    the meeting.

25              So please be aware that the
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2    public meeting is being recorded.

3    Because the meeting is public,

4    participants and viewers have no

5    reasonable expectation of privacy.  So by

6    continuing to be in the meeting, you are

7    consenting to being recorded.

8              I will now ask the Chief Clerk

9    to please read the name of our first

10    speaker.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  Kris Soffa,

12    commenting on 200425.

13              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14    Thank you.

15              Good morning.

16              (No response.)

17              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

18    morning, sir.

19              CHIEF CLERK:  Kris Soffa.  Star

20    6 to unmute yourself.

21              (No response.)

22              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23    Mr. Decker, I guess we'll move on and

24    maybe we can reconnect.

25              MS. SOFFA:  Good morning.



Stated Meeting
November 19, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 56

1      11/19/20 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

2    Hello.

3              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Are

4    we okay?

5              MS. SOFFA:  This is Kris Soffa.

6    Good morning.  Can you hear me?

7              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

8    morning.  Thank you.  Thank you.  Just

9    state your name for the record and

10    proceed with your testimony.

11              MS. SOFFA:  Thank you very

12    much.  Thank you, Council President and

13    members of City Council.  My name is Kris

14    Soffa and I'm a member of Toxic Free

15    Philly.

16              We have a quiet public health

17    and environmental justice emergency here

18    and we are sincerely grateful to the

19    Health Committee Chairman Cindy Bass for

20    her leadership as well as to the Health

21    Committee members for your unanimous

22    passage of this bill out of committee.

23              You may know, Toxic Free Philly

24    is a volunteer grassroots advocacy group

25    and we volunteer hundreds of hours for
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2    our park systems, our community, and the

3    City, and we are speaking with you today

4    with new information and a relatively

5    easy way the City can pivot to keep us

6    all safe, no matter what our zip code.

7    And we represent a growing coalition of

8    over 28 state, local, and national

9    organizations as well as over 2,600 folks

10    who signed our petition, and you've been

11    provided with a hard copy of the Healthy

12    Outdoor Public Spaces briefing book and

13    over 800 pages of scientific

14    peer-reviewed medical evidence of the

15    dangers of toxic herbicides.

16              So what does this bill

17    (connection interrupted) weeds.  It's not

18    really about cash or how we spend it.

19    It's about cancer.  It's about public

20    health and fixing environmental and

21    racial injustice.  We urge you to let the

22    science drive the policy.

23              It's a free country, and

24    everyone is allowed to make a profit, but

25    we respectfully ask you to choose people
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2    over products, which we've been told are

3    safe but now we know they are very

4    dangerous, and we're reminded that they

5    are legal but, sadly, we all know from

6    experience that just because it's legal

7    doesn't mean it's safe, and it's very

8    hard to argue for using our taxpayer

9    dollars to poison our land, our water,

10    and all of us without our permission or

11    knowledge.

12              We see this bill providing the

13    best possible outcome for everyone

14    involved.

15              Thank you.

16              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17    Thank you very much for your testimony.

18              CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

19    is Dr. Sarah Evans, commenting on 200425.

20              DR. EVANS:  Can you hear me?

21              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Yes.

22    Good morning, Doctor.  Please state your

23    name for the record and proceed with your

24    testimony.

25              DR. EVANS:  Hi.  I'm Sarah
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2    Evans.  I'm an Assistant Professor of

3    Environmental Medicine and Public Health

4    at the Icahn School of Medicine at Mount

5    Sinai in New York City.  As a public

6    health professional with expertise in

7    children's health and the environment, I,

8    along with my colleagues, advocate

9    against the use of synthetic pesticides

10    in areas where children play, live, and

11    learn, and we support the passage of Bill

12    200425.

13              We're particularly concerned

14    about the unique vulnerability of

15    children for the health effects of

16    pesticides.  Children play close to the

17    ground where pesticides settle.  They put

18    their hands in their mouths and breathe

19    more rapidly than adults, increasing

20    inhalational exposures.  So it's not

21    surprising that the CDC finds that

22    children have higher levels of pesticides

23    in their bodies than adults.  Low levels

24    of exposure that are experienced by the

25    general public have been associated with
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2    increased risk of birth defects, asthma,

3    certain cancers, learning behavior

4    problems, and autism.

5              We're also greatly concerned

6    about the impacts of pesticides on

7    children in black communities, who are

8    disproportionately impacted by both

9    harmful exposures and chronic illnesses.

10    The CDC again finds higher pesticide

11    exposures in black and Hispanic

12    individuals.

13              We have several lines of

14    evidence that show toxicity of common

15    herbicides that are used for cosmetic

16    purposes.  Glyphosate, the active

17    ingredient in Roundup, is a probable

18    human carcinogen, with recent studies

19    showing an up to 43 percent increase in

20    non-Hodgkin lymphoma in glyphosate

21    applicators.

22              No studies have examined the

23    effects of long-term exposures to

24    glyphosate on children.  Because many

25    communities are replacing glyphosate with
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2    other herbicides such as 2,4-D, a known

3    neurotoxin and hormone disruptor, and

4    greater than 95 percent of pesticide

5    formulations consist of inert ingredients

6    also classified as respiratory irritants,

7    neurotoxins, and carcinogens, we

8    recommend against the ban on -- we

9    recommend against the use of all cosmetic

10    herbicides in public places.

11              Unfortunately, the common

12    practice of allowing 24 or 72 hours to

13    pass before allowing play on fields is

14    not sufficiently protective.  The half

15    life of glyphosate is 47 days.  However,

16    some studies estimate it to be as long as

17    197 days.  Likewise, for 2,4-D that half

18    life is ten days in soil.

19              Given the propensity of

20    children to play in soil and the fact

21    that pesticide half life is lengthened by

22    temperature and weather conditions as

23    well as soil and microbial content, it's

24    difficult to accurately predict when safe

25    play can resume.
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2              Children's risk of pesticide

3    exposure and associated harms could

4    easily be mitigated by restricting the

5    use of synthetic herbicides in favor of

6    organic methods proven to be safe and

7    effective.  For this reason, we urge you

8    to pass Bill 200425 to protect the health

9    of your most vulnerable constituents.

10              Thank you.

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12    Thank you very much for your testimony.

13              CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

14    is Dr. Linda Stern, commenting on 200425.

15              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

16    morning.

17              (No response.)

18              CHIEF CLERK:  Star six to

19    unmute yourself, Dr. Stern.  I see you

20    are on mute.

21              DR. STERN:  Does that help?

22              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Yes.

23    Good morning.  Just state your name for

24    the record and proceed with your

25    testimony.
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2              DR. STERN:  Okay.  Can you hear

3    me now?

4              I'm sorry.  Can you hear me

5    now?

6              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Yes.

7    We can hear you.  Just state your name

8    for the record and proceed with your

9    testimony.

10              DR. STERN:  Thank you.

11    Dr. Linda Stern.

12              Good morning, President Clarke

13    and members of City Council.  Thank you

14    for the opportunity to make public

15    comment on a critical public health

16    issue.  My name is Dr. Linda Stern.  I

17    strongly support passage of Bill 200425.

18              Medical scientific evidence of

19    harm from herbicides is overwhelming.  I

20    know what herbicides can do.  Most of my

21    medical career was served at the

22    Philadelphia Veterans Affairs Medical

23    Center where I treated veterans exposed

24    to Agent Orange.  The United States

25    government acknowledges 14 diseases that
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2    were caused by this herbicide.  Yet the

3    Philadelphia Parks Department continues

4    to spray 2,4-D, one of the two active

5    ingredients in Agent Orange, for weed

6    control where children play in parks, on

7    grounds, on ball fields.

8              Acute exposure to 2,4-D can

9    cause coughing, vomiting, loss of muscle

10    coordination, diarrhea, coma, and even

11    death.  Over time and at low levels it's

12    been linked to Parkinson's disease, liver

13    disease, reproductive abnormalities, and

14    much more.

15              I'm sorry.  Can you folks hear

16    me?

17              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Yes,

18    we hear you.

19              DR. STERN:  Oh, okay.  Fine.

20    Someone told me you could not.  Okay.

21              And as you heard, the Parks

22    Department also sprays glyphosate.  A

23    2019 study by the University of

24    Washington showed that glyphosate

25    increased the risk of non-Hodgen's
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2    lymphoma by more than 40 percent.

3              Philadelphia is the fourth

4    worst city for asthma in the country.

5    One in four children in West Philadelphia

6    suffer from this disease.  There are many

7    causes, but herbicides are proven to be

8    both the cause and a trigger for asthma.

9    There are no established safe levels of

10    herbicides.  Health and harms have been

11    demonstrated at very low levels, and they

12    can even be passed to future generations.

13              Golf courses use 47 times the

14    amount of pesticides per acre than

15    agricultural land.  A mortality study of

16    golf course operators found elevated

17    levels of cancer, respiratory, and

18    neurological diseases compared to the

19    general public.  Anyone on the golf

20    course or nearby is at risk.

21              Herbicides don't stay put.  The

22    risk of airborne pesticide particles and

23    dust puts children at particular risk.

24              You have the opportunity to

25    pass legislation to ban the use of toxic
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2    herbicides on our public lands.  The

3    citizens of Philadelphia deserve no less.

4              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5    Thank you.

6              DR. STERN:  Thank you for your

7    attention.

8              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9    Thank you, Doctor.  Thank you for your

10    testimony.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

12    is Julie Snell, commenting on 200425.

13              (No response.)

14              CHIEF CLERK:  Star six to

15    unmute yourself, Ms. Snell.  I see you

16    are still on mute.

17              (No response.)

18              CHIEF CLERK:  Julie Snell, star

19    six to unmute yourself.  You are on mute.

20              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21    Hello.  Are you on?

22              MS. SNELL:  Hello.

23              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Ms.

24    Snell?

25              MS. SNELL:  Hello.  This is
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2    Julie Snell.

3              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4    Okay.  Yeah.  Just state your name for

5    the record and proceed with your

6    testimony, please.

7              MS. SNELL:  Thank you.  This is

8    Julie Snell.  I'm co-founder and

9    principal of a landscape architecture

10    firm in Philadelphia and co-owner and

11    operator of a native plant nursery in

12    Media, Pennsylvania.

13              This bill is an opportunity to

14    examine how we manage public land.  This

15    bill is an opportunity to take stock of

16    current authorization and focus on

17    restorative and sustainable practices.

18    It's an opportunity to focus on education

19    and transparency, an opportunity to focus

20    on soil health, vegetation, and water

21    management.

22              Now more than ever, our public

23    landscapes are vital to our health and

24    well-being.  Safe and healthy parks,

25    playing fields, natural lands can have a
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2    direct impact on the public health.

3              I think we need to start from a

4    premise of a precautionary principle to

5    do no harm, meaning we should do

6    everything we can to eliminate the use of

7    synthetic herbicides and pesticides in

8    our public land.

9              Although I do understand that

10    it's a tool in the toolbox thinking, this

11    tool should not be used as a matter of

12    convenience.  The use of synthetic

13    pesticides is more like a surgical

14    instrument.  The problem has become the

15    overreliance on this method versus its

16    use as a strategic and targeted means of

17    control after other non-toxic methods

18    have been exhausted.

19              I do think this bill is

20    necessary to shift the overall approach

21    to land care.  I also think it won't be

22    successful without the support of PPR.  I

23    don't think rushing to add amendments to

24    this bill now would be helpful.  Instead,

25    there should be a collaborative and
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2    thoughtful process following the passage

3    of this bill where PPR and other experts

4    in the field, not pesticides lobbyists,

5    can develop the new rules to implement

6    land stewardship.

7              I'll close by acknowledging

8    that this effort will require increased

9    funding.  Caring for our parks, playing

10    fields, and natural land is skilled work

11    and it has value and it requires

12    investment.

13              Thank you very much.

14              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15    Thank you very much for your testimony.

16              CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

17    is Sarah Francis, commenting on 200425.

18              MS. FRANCIS:  Hi.  Good

19    morning.

20              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

21    morning.  Just state your name for the

22    record and proceed with your testimony.

23              MS. FRANCIS:  I want to confirm

24    that you can hear me.

25              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:



Stated Meeting
November 19, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 70

1      11/19/20 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

2    Yeah, we can hear you.

3              MS. FRANCIS:  Oh, wonderful.

4    Thank you.  Thank you for this

5    opportunity.  My name is Sarah Francis.

6    I'm a resident of the Eighth District.  I

7    have worked professionally in the public

8    health, environmental science, and policy

9    fields.  For 12 years I've helped manage

10    public lands organically, first in Lower

11    Merion and now here in the Wissahickon.

12              Today I am going to share with

13    you why we're compelled to work in

14    advocacy on this issue.

15              A couple years ago I was

16    visiting Bartram's Garden.  I happened

17    upon the gardener spraying a few tendrils

18    of poison.  I engaged her and asked her

19    what she was doing.  She said she was

20    spraying glyphosate.  Even though I

21    maintained a distance of 12 feet, I could

22    still smell the chemical and expressed

23    concern over her lack of protection.  She

24    was wearing gloves, but not any

25    protective covering over her nose, mouth,
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2    or eyes.  I also expressed concern about

3    a group of about a dozen schoolchildren

4    who were currently visiting the garden.

5    They were 20 yards away and downwind, and

6    I could plainly see the toxic chemical

7    spray drifting towards them.  I asked the

8    gardener why, instead of spraying them

9    with a known carcinogen, we couldn't

10    teach the children about poison ivy, how

11    to identify it, how to avoid it, and why

12    most people are allergic to it, and then

13    just carefully pull it up, as I have done

14    so many times on the properties that I

15    have managed.

16              She merely shrugged and said

17    this is how they manage it.  This is the

18    level of nonchalance with which toxic

19    pesticides are viewed and applied in the

20    City.

21              I testify that Bill No. 200425

22    will go a long way towards making

23    Philadelphia public grounds safe and

24    healthy, and I strongly urge you to pass

25    it.  I recognize that this is an
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2    unprecedented time of overlapping crises

3    and extraordinary amount of suffering,

4    but every crisis represents an

5    opportunity for much-needed reform and

6    innovative problem-solving that addresses

7    the root causes of problems, not just the

8    symptoms.

9              Thank you for your time and

10    consideration.

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12    Thank you very much for your testimony.

13              CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

14    is Ryan Dougherty, commenting on 200425.

15              MR. DOUGHERTY:  Good morning.

16    Can you hear me?

17              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

18    morning.  Just state your name for the

19    record and proceed with your testimony,

20    please.

21              MR. DOUGHERTY:  Hi.  Thank you

22    for your time today.  My name is Ryan

23    Dougherty and I'm a community organizer

24    with The Black Institute, a racial

25    justice action think tank based out of
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2    New York City, here on behalf of our

3    President, Ms. Bertha Lewis, who is

4    originally from the City of Philadelphia,

5    and we are here today to express our

6    support for Bill No. 200425 and implore

7    the City Council to unanimously pass the

8    healthy outdoor public spaces bill as

9    introduced.

10              As a racial justice

11    organization who has done the analytical

12    research on the use of pesticides in

13    public spaces, The Black Institute knows

14    firsthand the harmful effects these

15    chemicals have on communities of color,

16    specifically children and families.

17              While it is now irrefutable

18    that these herbicides cause cancer and

19    other deadly illnesses, we know

20    statistically that black and brown

21    communities are the ones who

22    disproportionately suffer the most

23    through a report we published entitled

24    "Poison Parks."  And whether the

25    pesticide industry or the Parks
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2    Department decides to recognize it or

3    not, every single time a chemical-based

4    herbicide is sprayed in Philadelphia,

5    environmental racism is being manifested

6    in our communities.

7              Supporting this bill will

8    ensure that our kids are safe when we

9    play in our parks.  It will ensure that

10    our drinking water is clean enough to

11    drink, and it will create some semblance

12    of transparency in an industry that has

13    gone unchecked for far too long.

14              We are obviously in a public

15    health crisis compounded by the

16    devastating effects of COVID-19, and now

17    is the time to finally stand up for our

18    black and brown brothers and sisters by

19    banning the use of glyphosate and other

20    toxic herbicides in Philadelphia.

21              It is imperative that the City

22    Council support Bill No. 200425 and

23    commit to the transition towards unique

24    land management in Philadelphia.  You

25    have a responsibility to your
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2    constituents, and that includes standing

3    up to large corporations for a healthier

4    and toxic free Philly.

5              Thank you for your time.

6              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7    Thank you so much for your testimony.

8              CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

9    is Amy Sinden, commenting on 200425.

10              MS. SINDEN:  Hello.  Can you

11    hear me?

12              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Yes.

13    Good morning.  Just state your name for

14    the record and proceed with your

15    testimony, please.

16              MS. SINDEN:  Good morning,

17    Council President and members, and thank

18    you for the opportunity to testify.  My

19    name is Amy Sinden.  I'm on the faculty

20    at Temple Law where I teach and publish

21    on environmental law.

22              I'm here to assuage any

23    concerns you might have about the

24    legality of the proposed HOPS ordinance.

25    It's legal.  In fact, not only do you
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2    have the power to adopt it under the

3    Environmental Rights Amendment to the

4    Pennsylvania Constitution, you have a

5    duty to adopt it.

6              As an exercise of Council's

7    legislative power over municipal

8    functions, your maintenance of City parks

9    and property, this ordinance falls well

10    within your broad police power authority

11    under the Home Rule Charter to protect

12    the health and safety of Philadelphia's

13    citizens.

14              I understand there's been some

15    worry about the HOPS ordinance would be

16    preempted by the Pennsylvania Pesticide

17    Control Act.  Those worries are

18    unfounded.  The state pesticide law

19    preempts local laws that conflict with

20    it, but there's no conflict here.  The

21    state Pesticide Act provides for the

22    registration of pesticides sold in the

23    state of the licensing of private

24    businesses that apply them.  The HOPS Act

25    is about the City's maintenance of its
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2    own property by its own personnel.  It

3    doesn't in any way regulate or restrict

4    the activities of private parties.  So

5    that's the first thing.  There's no

6    conflict or overlap between the two.

7              But the second is that even if

8    the Pesticide Act did preempt the HOPS

9    ordinance, it would be unconstitutional

10    under Article I, Section 27 of the

11    Pennsylvania Constitution, also known as

12    the Environmental Rights Amendment.  That

13    amendment grants the citizens of

14    Pennsylvania the right to clean air, pure

15    water, and the preservation of the

16    environment, and it imposes on all levels

17    of Pennsylvania government, state and

18    local, the fiduciary duties of the

19    trustee to conserve and maintain our

20    public natural resources for the benefit

21    of all Pennsylvanians, including future

22    generations.

23              This is heavy stuff, but the

24    Pennsylvania Supreme Court has not been

25    shy about striking down state statutes
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2    that conflict with it, and that includes

3    state statutes that preempt

4    municipalities from passing ordinances

5    aimed at protecting the environment.  In

6    fact, the Supreme Court's 2013 decision

7    in Robinson Township versus Commonwealth

8    is particularly on point.  In that case,

9    the Supreme Court actually struck down

10    Act 13 passed by the all-powerful natural

11    gas lobby to promote fracking.  The court

12    said it was unconstitutional because it

13    commanded municipalities to ignore their

14    obligations under the Environmental

15    Rights Amendment.

16              So, first, there's no

17    preemption because there's no conflict of

18    overlap between the HOPS ordinance and

19    the Pennsylvania Pesticide Act.

20              Second, even if there were any

21    preemptive effect of the state Pesticide

22    Act, it would be unconstitutional.

23              And, finally, under the

24    Environmental Rights Amendment, you

25    actually have an affirmative
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2    constitutional duty to pass this

3    ordinance in order to protect the

4    citizens of Philadelphia from the toxic

5    herbicides that are fouling our air and

6    water and threatening the health of our

7    children and grandchildren.

8              Thank you.

9              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10    Thank you very much for your testimony.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

12    is Dr. Arthur Frank, commenting on

13    200425.

14              DR. FRANK:  Can you hear me?

15              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Yes,

16    we can hear you.  Just state your name

17    for the record and proceed with your

18    testimony.

19              DR. FRANK:  Yes.  My name is

20    Arthur Frank.  President Clarke and

21    members of the City Council, I wish to

22    speak on 200425 as well.

23              By way of my background, I'm a

24    Professor of Public Health and a

25    Professor of Medicine at Drexel
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2    University.  I have a medical degree with

3    training in internal medicine and

4    occupational and environmental medicine

5    and a Ph.D. degree in biomedical

6    sciences.  I've served as a director or a

7    deputy director at two agricultural

8    safety and health centers in this country

9    studying pesticides, and this is an issue

10    that affects communities.  And I've

11    served for more than 15 years on the

12    Environmental Justice Advisory Board of

13    the State of Pennsylvania, including

14    about ten years as Chair.

15              We need to recognize that

16    pesticides and herbicides are designed to

17    kill, and not only do they kill plants,

18    but they have hazardous effects on

19    humans.  As you heard, glyphosate is a

20    chemical that has been shown to cause

21    cancer, and we need to be careful that

22    this is in fact true in spite of data

23    manipulation by those that market and

24    sell this product, as we have seen over

25    the years with other products like
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2    cigarettes, lead paint, and other

3    materials.

4              With regard to 2,4-D, which is

5    also used, that was a significant part of

6    Agent Orange, which has been shown to

7    cause birth defects and, as you've heard,

8    has been a significant factor in the

9    lives of many of our veterans.

10              The City of Philadelphia needs

11    to adopt this bill.  It needs to find a

12    safer way to protect our people and our

13    parks.

14              Thank you very much for

15    allowing me to comment.

16              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17    Thank you very much for your testimony.

18              CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

19    is Mark Leibeirt, commenting on 200425.

20              MR. LEIBEIRT:  Can you hear me?

21              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Yes,

22    we can.  Just state your name for the

23    record and proceed with your testimony.

24              MR. LEIBEIRT:  All right.  My

25    name is -- thank you for allowing me to
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2    comment on 425.  My name is Mark

3    Leibeirt.  I'm the County Board Chair of

4    Douglas County, Wisconsin.  We manage

5    287,000 public acres, including parks,

6    parks in the City of Superior as well,

7    and we have had this ordinance in effect

8    for 20 years.

9              Don't be afraid of this

10    ordinance.  Your managers can manage

11    their parks with this.  In fact, you can

12    challenge them to come up with unique

13    opportunities on how they can actually do

14    what the pesticides used to do.  If we

15    can do it on 287,000 acres, we have

16    hundreds of miles of trails, boat

17    launches, parks, day parks, overnight

18    parks, city parks in the City of

19    Superior, and we have been very

20    successful at eliminating herbicides for

21    over 20 years.

22              Your managers will come up with

23    opportunities, and when they're

24    challenged, they will come to the plate

25    and actually find good solutions to the
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2    use or non-use of these herbicides and

3    pesticides.

4              Is there any questions that I

5    could answer for you guys on the problems

6    or anything that we've encountered?  I'd

7    be glad to give up my time to answer

8    questions.

9              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  No.

10    We're good.  You go ahead and get your

11    testimony.  If there are questions, we'll

12    reach out to you.

13              MR. LEIBEIRT:  Sure.  Okay.

14    Well, again, I just want to take away any

15    of the councilors' fears that this is not

16    going to be able to be managed.  We've

17    managed it.  We have -- we don't allow

18    herbicides, pesticides anywhere on

19    287,000 acres.  Utility right-of-ways,

20    pipeline right-of-ways are all restricted

21    to non-pesticide use for keeping their

22    right-of-ways clear, and we have never

23    been challenged in court.  We have been

24    successful in convincing all stakeholders

25    that we're serious about this, and we



Stated Meeting
November 19, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 84

1      11/19/20 - STATED - PUBLIC COMMENT

2    have been successful.

3              I think that's probably all I

4    can add to you, unless you guys got

5    questions.

6              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  No.

7    Thank you very much.  We appreciate your

8    testimony.

9              MR. LEIBEIRT:  Okay.  Thank

10    you.  Bye.

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12    Thank you.

13              CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

14    is Michael Froehlich, commenting on

15    200544.

16              MR. FROEHLICH:  Good morning,

17    Council President Clarke and City

18    Council.  My name is Michael Froehlich

19    and I am the Managing Attorney of

20    Community Legal Services' Homeownership

21    and Consumer Rights Unit, and I am a

22    resident of Councilmember Gauthier's

23    Third District in beautiful West

24    Philadelphia.

25              I am speaking today in strong
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2    support of Bill No. 200544, which would

3    curb the most predatory and

4    out-of-control tactic of residential

5    property wholesalers.  This is the

6    industry responsible for those ubiquitous

7    "we buy houses" signs that are illegally

8    plastered all over our neighborhoods.

9              Over the past few years,

10    Community Legal Services has seen a sharp

11    increase in the number of homeowners

12    targeted by this industry coming to our

13    office.  This bill would include three

14    important consumer protection safeguards.

15              First, this bill would expand

16    our existing do not solicit list, so

17    homeowners could opt out of receiving

18    these solicitations to sell their house.

19    Wholesalers who continue to harass

20    homeowners after being put on notice that

21    a homeowner does not want to be contacted

22    would then be subject to fines.

23              Second, the bill would require

24    wholesalers, like many other

25    professionals operating in the City, to
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2    be licensed and to follow a set of

3    ethical guidelines.

4              Third, wholesalers would be

5    required to provide homeowners with a

6    bill of rights and a three-day cooling

7    off period before executing on any

8    contract regarding their home.

9              Many residential property

10    wholesalers use predatory tactics and

11    target our most vulnerable residents,

12    including seniors, to profit from the

13    equity those residents have built over

14    the years.  This industry is often most

15    active in our City's rapidly gentrifying

16    neighborhoods where longtime homeowners

17    may not appreciate how much their home

18    may be worth to out-of-town investors,

19    and this bill will help preserve

20    intergenerational wealth and close the

21    racial wealth gap.

22              I'd like to especially thank

23    Councilmember Domb and his staff for

24    championing this legislation.  The bill

25    is supported by not just CLS, but by the
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2    Philadelphia Association of Community

3    Development Corporations, Strawberry

4    Mansion CDC, Asociacion Puertorriquenos

5    en Marcha, CEIBA, and many other

6    community and neighborhood organizations.

7              Finally, I'd like to express my

8    personal appreciation for the Greater

9    Philadelphia Association of Realtors, who

10    not only have supported this legislation

11    but have been a key ally in moving this

12    forward from the very beginning.

13              Thank you.

14              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

15    Thank you for your testimony.

16              CHIEF CLERK:  The next speaker

17    is Daniel Trubman, commenting on 200387.

18              MR. TRUBMAN:  Can you hear me?

19              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Yes,

20    we can.  Good morning.  Just state your

21    name for the record and proceed with your

22    testimony.

23              MR. TRUBMAN:  Hello.  My name

24    is Daniel Trubman and I'm calling to

25    testify today on Bill 200837 [sic], not
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2    because I believe it inappropriate for

3    the Council to establish an advisory

4    board to study Philadelphia parking in

5    streets or the underlying goal of

6    improving the working missions and pay of

7    employees of the parking industry.  I'm

8    testifying today because I believe that

9    one policy proposal the bill explicitly

10    instructs the advisory board to study,

11    reduction of the City's parking tax, is

12    misguided.

13              In the year 2020, we must move

14    beyond the idea that the latest

15    well-paying jobs for working-class

16    residents is to cut the taxes of

17    environmentally disruptive industries.

18    It hasn't worked in the past and it won't

19    work tomorrow.

20              Reducing the parking tax would

21    hinder achieving many of the goals this

22    city and indeed many Councilmembers claim

23    to champion.  A city that claims to care

24    about addressing climate change and

25    supporting a green new economy doesn't
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2    prioritize making parking cheaper.  A

3    city that cares about addressing poor air

4    quality and accompanying health problems

5    doesn't further subsidize driving.  A

6    city that is striving to achieve Vision

7    Zero where no family has to grieve the

8    loss of a loved one in an automobile

9    crash does not encourage yet more

10    driving.  And at a time when the City is

11    facing years of austere budgets, it is

12    especially unconscionable to consider

13    reducing a progressive revenue source

14    that brings in millions of dollars to the

15    City each month.

16              What service does the City

17    envision should be cut even more in the

18    near future for the benefit of drivers?

19    Should more librarians be laid off, more

20    School District employees?  Does this

21    Council envision the need for human

22    services or homeless services will

23    decrease in the coming years?

24              And, finally, though likely

25    most germanely, there is little or no
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2    reason to believe any of the benefits of

3    abuse in the City's parking tax will be

4    passed along to the workers of the

5    parking industry.  Instead, we can be

6    almost certain that all the benefits will

7    be captured by drivers, parking lot and

8    garage companies, and property owners.

9              How could the City of

10    Philadelphia justify, especially in the

11    upcoming difficult years, prioritize

12    giving money back to those who park in

13    the City, many of them who aren't even

14    residents of Philadelphia?  How can the

15    City justify giving back money to parking

16    lot and garage companies, many of which

17    aren't based in Philadelphia?  And how

18    could the City justify giving money back

19    to landholders, many of whom are land

20    speculators sitting on valuable land

21    instead of building the housing, offices,

22    and other buildings that would greatly

23    benefit the City?

24              Many Philadelphians are already

25    struggling and indeed were already
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2    struggling before the current crisis.

3    It's unfathomable the City would

4    prioritize the financial well-being of

5    these moneyed interests.

6              I urge this Council to strike

7    the language instructing the advisory

8    board to consider lowering the City's

9    parking tax before passing this bill.  It

10    is incumbent upon the Council to improve

11    the conditions of working-class

12    Philadelphians, including those employed

13    in the parking industry, and for that

14    reason, I believe establishing this

15    advisory board is a worthwhile endeavor,

16    but reducing the City's parking tax is

17    not the solution and it is a proposal

18    that should be tabled.

19              Thank you.

20              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21    Thank you for your testimony, sir.

22              CHIEF CLERK:  The final speaker

23    today is Queen Judith Robinson,

24    commenting on 200544.

25              QUEEN ROBINSON:  Good morning.
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2              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Good

3    morning.  Just state your name for the

4    record.

5              QUEEN ROBINSON:  Queen Judith

6    Robinson here speaking on Bill No. 200504

7    [sic].  I'm a longtime -- I'm a licensed

8    real estate broker.  That comes with

9    years of experience, a real estate

10    license, exams, et cetera.  It's truly

11    unfortunate that you would try in this

12    bill to elevate wholesalers who come with

13    bandit signs and all kinds of unethical

14    behavior, you would try to elevate them

15    to the level of a professional real

16    estate broker.  Where is the Real Estate

17    Commission on this?  Where are our trade

18    organizations?

19              You, without asking for any

20    education, no examination and no

21    guidelines, are trying to now elevate

22    some wholesalers, some of them who aren't

23    real estate professionals, to the same

24    level of someone who has to go before the

25    Real Estate Commission with regulations
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2    and guidelines.

3              The wholesalers, I can be quite

4    frank with you, are eating our lunch.  So

5    I'm trying to figure out how they are

6    legalized with a disclosure statement

7    which doesn't protect the consumer from

8    their unethical behaviors because you

9    still are putting a document, a document

10    in front of -- a legal binding document

11    in front of a homeowner, a property owner

12    who is not aware of what is in front of

13    them.

14              We as brokers have obligation

15    and long term.  These folks don't have

16    obligation to negotiate those equity that

17    they're taking out of the people's

18    property.  This bill is a dog whistle.

19              I now see -- when you talk

20    about discrimination, I know we're

21    talking about black people catching hell,

22    and I now see Bounce TV has more

23    advertisement of equity investors coming

24    after the black market.

25              So I say, who did you talk to
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2    before you convened this bill?

3    Non-professionals along with Community

4    Legal Services.  Shame, shame, shame on

5    you.  This bill needs to help people, but

6    it doesn't.  It tries to elevate paper

7    pushers, and I think the Real Estate

8    Commission should weigh in on this bill

9    before it goes forward.

10              You all usually vote 17 to zero

11    as you do, but I'm going to say as a

12    long-term professional, please listen up.

13    Let's do something that's really going to

14    help the black community, the gentrifying

15    black community, taking their equity from

16    them, using unscrupulous practices.  This

17    is a dog whistle, because all of the

18    sudden on Bounce TV they bouncing with

19    that ad over and over again, continuing

20    to heighten people who are unqualified to

21    sell their property without proper

22    information.  That's what the problem is

23    here.  Now you're going to tell the

24    wholesaler, the paper pusher, with no

25    education, that they can run in front of
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2    people now with a $200 fee, and then you

3    charge the Managing Director?  Don't they

4    have enough to do to enforce this law

5    here about non-solicitation?  You already

6    have non-solicitation laws not being

7    followed.  Not being followed.

8              This is a sham here, and you

9    need to be more respectful of people who

10    really are practicing professionals.

11              With that, I'll put a pin in it

12    and respectfully request that you table

13    this and not move forward, because it's

14    not helping the consumer.  I'm out here

15    in the venues and I think it's the Wild

16    Wild West, with ignorance on all parts.

17              Have a great day.

18              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19    Thank you so much for your testimony.

20              CHIEF CLERK:  There are no

21    other speakers on the public comment

22    list, Mr. President.

23              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24    Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.

25              We will now consider today's
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2    Bill Consent Agenda.  I would ask

3    Mr. Decker to please read the titles of

4    all the bills on the Consent Agenda.

5    After each title is read, any member may

6    object to the inclusion of the bill on

7    the Consent Agenda.  Upon such an

8    objection and without debate, the bill

9    will immediately be removed from the

10    Consent Agenda and placed on our regular

11    Final Passage Calendar.

12              Mr. Decker, will you please now

13    read the titles of the bills on the

14    Consent Agenda.

15              CHIEF CLERK:  Bill No. 200481,

16    entitled "An ordinance authorizing the

17    Churchview Commons Condominium

18    Association to own and maintain street

19    lighting encroachments along the One

20    Hundred Block of Church Street"; and

21              Bill No. 200387, entitled "An

22    ordinance amending The Philadelphia Code

23    to add a new Section, entitled 'Good

24    Parking Jobs for Philadelphia Review

25    Committee,' to provide for the creation



Stated Meeting
November 19, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 97

1      11/19/20 - STATED - CONSENT AGENDA

2    of an advisory body to consider the

3    quality of jobs and opportunities for

4    workers in the parking industry and the

5    potential to make adjustments to the

6    Parking Tax, including with respect to

7    the goal of reducing the parking tax to

8    seventeen percent by July 1, 2022"; and

9              Bill No. 200599, entitled "An

10    ordinance constituting the Twenty-Fifth

11    Supplemental Ordinance to the Restated

12    General Water and Wastewater Revenue Bond

13    Ordinance of 1989, as supplemented;

14    authorizing the Bond Committee to issue

15    and sell one or more series or subseries

16    of tax-exempt or taxable water and

17    wastewater revenue bonds and revenue

18    refunding bonds, some or all of which may

19    be used for the implementation of a

20    revolving commercial paper program for

21    the System"; and

22              Bill No. 200600, entitled "An

23    ordinance constituting the Twenty-Fourth

24    Supplemental Ordinance to the Restated

25    General Water and Wastewater Revenue Bond
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2    Ordinance of 1989, as supplemented;

3    authorizing the Bond Committee to issue

4    and sell one or more series or subseries

5    of tax-exempt or taxable water and

6    wastewater revenue bonds and revenue

7    refunding bonds"; and

8              Bill No. 200182, entitled "An

9    ordinance amending Chapter 12-3000 of The

10    Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Use Of An

11    Automated Red Light Enforcement System To

12    Prevent Red Light Violations,' by

13    authorizing the installation of red light

14    enforcement systems at the intersection

15    of 52nd and Lancaster Avenue"; and

16              Bill No. 200254, entitled "An

17    ordinance establishing a no truck parking

18    regulation on both sides of Milnor

19    Street, from Bleigh Avenue to New State

20    Road"; and

21              Bill No. 200537, entitled "An

22    ordinance amending Section 2 of an

23    Ordinance (Bill No. 180560) approved July

24    10, 2018, entitled 'An ordinance

25    authorizing the revision of lines and
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2    grades on a portion of City Plan No. 250

3    by striking from the City Plan and

4    vacating the legally open portion of

5    Montour Street from Adams Avenue to

6    Foulkrod Street,' by extending the period

7    for compliance with the terms and

8    conditions stated therein"; and

9              Bill No. 200539, entitled "An

10    ordinance authorizing the revision of

11    lines and grades on a portion of City

12    Plan No. 299 by striking from the City

13    Plan Parker Avenue from a point

14    approximately one-hundred fifty-six feet

15    southwest of Matthias Street to its

16    terminus southwestwardly therefrom"; and

17              Bill No. 200561, entitled "An

18    ordinance amending Chapter 12-3000 of The

19    Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Use Of An

20    Automated Red Light Enforcement System To

21    Prevent Red Light Violations,' by

22    authorizing the installation of red light

23    enforcement systems at the intersection

24    of 31st and Spring Garden Street"; and

25              Bill No. 200562, entitled "An
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2    ordinance authorizing Maitreyi Roy, doing

3    business as John Bartram Association, to

4    own and maintain an existing metal bench

5    on the southeast corner at the

6    intersection of South 54th Street and

7    Lindbergh Boulevard"; and

8              Bill No. 200572, entitled "An

9    ordinance establishing a no truck parking

10    regulation on both sides of East Godfrey

11    Avenue from Tabor Avenue to Whitaker

12    Avenue"; and

13              Bill No. 200591, entitled "An

14    ordinance amending Section 9-212 of The

15    Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Newsstands,'

16    by expanding the allowable items

17    newsstands can sell and offer"; and

18              Bill No. 200115, entitled "An

19    ordinance amending Section 10-602 of The

20    Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Smoking,' to

21    prohibit establishments that are excepted

22    from the indoor smoking prohibition from

23    permitting minors to enter, and to

24    require health informational signs; and

25    amending Section 10-614, entitled
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2    'Electronic Smoking Devices,' to prohibit

3    establishments that are exempted from the

4    indoor e-cigarette use prohibition from

5    permitting minors to enter, and to

6    require health informational signs"; and

7              Bill No. 200412, entitled "An

8    ordinance amending Chapter 10-2200 of The

9    Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Hate

10    Crimes,' to provide for penalties for

11    criminal conduct involving misuse of the

12    911 emergency response system motivated

13    by hatred toward certain characteristics

14    of other persons"; and

15              Bill No. 200420, entitled "An

16    ordinance amending Chapter 9-800 of The

17    Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Landlord and

18    Tenant,' to address matters related to

19    the landlord and tenant relationship

20    during the novel coronavirus of 2019

21    pandemic, including providing for the

22    temporary waiver of certain fees"; and

23              Bill No. 200421, entitled "An

24    ordinance amending Chapter 9-800 of The

25    Philadelphia Code, entitled 'Landlord and
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2    Tenant,' to address matters related to

3    the landlord and tenant relationship

4    during the novel coronavirus of 2019

5    pandemic, including providing for

6    repayment agreements, all under certain

7    terms and conditions."

8              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9    Thank you, Mr. Decker.

10              These bills having been read on

11    two different days, the question for each

12    bill now is shall the bill pass finally.

13              The Clerk shall call the roll,

14    and upon being called, each Councilmember

15    shall vote aye on each of the bills, nay

16    on each of the bills or indicate those

17    bills for which the member is voting aye

18    and those bills for which the member is

19    voting nay.

20              Mr. Decker, please call the

21    roll.

22              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

23    Bass.

24              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye on all

25    bills.
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2              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

3    Brooks.

4              COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye on

5    all bills.

6              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb.

7              COUNCILMAN DOMB:

8    Mr. President, I vote aye on all bills,

9    except No. 200387, on which I've been

10    advised by Ethics to abstain.

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12    Thank you, Councilman.

13              COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Thank you.

14              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

15    Gauthier.

16              COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye on

17    all bills.

18              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

19    Gilmore Richardson.

20              COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye

21    on all bills.

22              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

23              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye on all

24    bills.

25              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Gym.
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2              COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Aye on all

3    bills.

4              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

5              COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye on all

6    bills.

7              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

8    Johnson.

9              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye on all

10    bills.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

12              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye on all

13    bills.

14              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

15              COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye on all

16    bills.

17              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18    O'Neill.

19              COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye on all

20    bills.

21              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

22    Parker.

23              COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Aye on

24    all bills.

25              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman
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2    Quinones-Sanchez.

3              COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye on

4    all bills.

5              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

6    Squilla.

7              COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye on all

8    bills.

9              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10    Thomas.

11              COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye on all

12    bills.

13              CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

14    Clarke.

15              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye

16    on all bills.

17              A majority of all members

18    having voted in the affirmative for each

19    of the bills, the bills on the Consent

20    Agenda are passed.

21              We will now consider the bills

22    and resolutions on the regular Second

23    Reading and Final Passage Calendar.

24              Mr. Decker, would you please

25    read the title of Resolution No.
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2    200491-A.

3              CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

4    calling on the Kenney administration to

5    develop a plan to be more inclusive of

6    City Council when creating and

7    implementing emergency public safety

8    measures and restrictions.

9              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  And

10    the Chair recognizes Councilman Oh.

11              COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

12    much, Council President.  This is a

13    resolution requesting that the

14    Administration develop a plan that is

15    more inclusive of City Council.  I do

16    cite that there was a decision in federal

17    court that states that the executive must

18    enact laws in conjunction with the

19    Legislature.  That decision has been

20    stayed.  It's been appealed, and the

21    decision is stayed pending appeal in the

22    Third Circuit.

23              However, the principle is there

24    that while laws can be made that people

25    don't like, there is a system of checks
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2    and balances in our democracy to ensure

3    that there isn't just simply one branch

4    of government doing things that affect

5    people adversely, maybe for their own

6    benefit, that hasn't been vetted through

7    its system of checks and balances.

8              When COVID-19 first broke out,

9    we had emergency measures.  We granted

10    emergency -- we didn't grant.  We

11    accepted -- we did actually grant

12    emergency powers through resolution.

13    There's a requirement under that code

14    section that these emergency powers be

15    renewed through Council.  However, the

16    Law Department tells me that the

17    Administration is going through the

18    Health Code and through the State Health

19    Code, and that's fine.

20              The issue that I have is that

21    during this time, we have gotten past the

22    idea of opening up the Liacouras Center,

23    the Convention Center, and we are well

24    into the issues of COVID-19.  We have a

25    better understanding of what it is, and
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2    that should inform us.

3              We recently were notified that

4    the Administration was going to brief us

5    on Saturday at 12 o'clock about an

6    announcement it was going to make on

7    Monday for restrictions that were going

8    to take effect on Friday.  I had a prior

9    commitment.  And, by the way, I already

10    read what the restrictions were, because

11    apparently that was already given to the

12    news and publicized, and I understand

13    that the Administration met with business

14    leaders on a Thursday.  And as a

15    Councilmember that represents people in

16    this city, the first opportunity I had to

17    actually weigh in on what I did not know

18    was going to be restrictions taking place

19    on Friday was Saturday at 12 o'clock.

20              I'm asking the Administration

21    to be more inclusive.  I will say that I

22    understand that the Health Department,

23    the Health Commissioner is citing a CDC

24    study that says people who tested

25    positive for COVID-19 were twice as
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2    likely to have eaten at a restaurant.

3    They are not saying that people who have

4    contracted COVID-19 in Philadelphia were

5    twice as likely to have eaten at a

6    restaurant.  They're just saying that --

7    I'm sorry; that did, they did eat at a

8    restaurant.

9              I don't know that there's any

10    data or evidence that people contracted

11    COVID actually ate at a restaurant, but,

12    okay, if we say it's twice as likely,

13    people who have contracted it nationally

14    were twice as likely to have eaten at a

15    restaurant, the same CDC study says if

16    they went to a gym, they're 500 times

17    less likely to get COVID-19 than the

18    average person, 500 times less likely,

19    and that there's no correlation to going

20    to church, to shop, any of those things

21    to an increased risk of COVID-19, yet

22    that's also part of the restrictions.

23              I would like to know, and I

24    don't know, and I think the issue is, is

25    it proper, is it a process of democracy
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2    that we have a chance on behalf of the

3    citizens of this city to inquire.

4              In a city where over 50 percent

5    of the people who have died from COVID-19

6    are African American and they only make

7    up 40 percent of the City, they are dying

8    at a rate 30 percent higher than the

9    Caucasian population.  Is it because they

10    go to the gym 30 percent more, eat at

11    restaurants 30 percent more?  Like what

12    is -- I am not saying we shouldn't do

13    public safety restrictions.  I'm saying

14    this body should inquire to ensure that

15    the answers are provided to us based on

16    science and data that what we're

17    implementing is correct.

18              What I wonder is this:  Does

19    poverty, unemployment, isolation, lack of

20    exercise, an inability to pay rent, loss

21    of business, inability to feed your

22    family, does that contribute?  Does that

23    correlate to an increased risk of

24    COVID-19?  Because it certainly

25    correlates to an increased risk of health
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2    problems, drug addiction, depression,

3    mental health issues.

4              I don't have the answers to

5    those questions, and simply coming out

6    with a list of things not to do that have

7    been done without a vetting of this body

8    is of great concern to me.

9              I am introducing a resolution

10    and requesting that the Administration

11    develop a plan that is more inclusive of

12    this body.

13              I will finally say that I am

14    not clear -- I live 15 minutes from

15    Delaware County, as I often say.  I've

16    discovered restaurants and bars in

17    Delaware County while Philadelphia was

18    closed.  If I go to a restaurant in

19    Delaware County and sit down and have

20    dinner with my family and come back to

21    Philadelphia, I've still been exposed.

22    The thing about our city is, we are a

23    city and county surrounded by other

24    cities and counties, and I'd like to know

25    the science but, more importantly, I'd



Stated Meeting
November 19, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 112

1        11/19/20 - STATED - 2ND READING

2    like to know that the democratic process

3    is being met in actuality and hopefully

4    voluntarily by the Administration.

5              Thank you very much.

6              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Council

7    President, I have a point of information.

8              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9    Yeah.  Hold on one second, please.

10              I think Councilwoman Gym would

11    like to speak on this resolution.

12              COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you

13    very much, Council President.  I will --

14              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Council

15    President, point of information.

16              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17    Councilman Green.

18              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  My point of

19    information, Councilmember Oh, who are

20    the parties to the lawsuit you referred

21    to in your resolution?

22              COUNCILMAN OH:  I don't know

23    who the parties are.  I have the case.  I

24    read the case, but I'd have to look at

25    the case again.  I believe that the
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2    lawsuit was brought by the Republican

3    Legislature.  I'm not exactly sure.  I

4    think so.  And I believe the appeal was

5    brought by the Attorney General of

6    Pennsylvania, and it is, to my knowledge,

7    pending in the Third Circuit, which a

8    stay was granted which allows the

9    Governor to enforce his restrictions

10    until a decision is made by the Third

11    Circuit.

12              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Just a

13    follow-up, Councilmember Oh, you stated

14    in your resolution, and I think you

15    quoted in the resolution, passages from

16    the decision, and you stated that you

17    read the decision, but are not familiar

18    with the parties of the case?

19              COUNCILMAN OH:  Yeah.  Well,

20    let me say this:  I've read different

21    portions of the case and I did not look

22    at who the parties were.

23              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Did you read

24    the title of the filings?

25              COUNCILMAN OH:  I don't think
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2    that I did.

3              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Okay.

4              I'll come back.  Thank you,

5    Council President.

6              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7    Thank you, Councilman.

8              The Chair recognizes

9    Councilwoman Gym.

10              COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Thank you

11    very much, Council President.  I just

12    wanted to put on the record that I will

13    be voting no on this resolution.  The

14    main body of this resolution references

15    or are rooted in a ruling that should

16    have nothing to do with the title of it.

17    Two-thirds of the resolution, six out of

18    the nine paragraphs, are rooted in a

19    ruling out of the Western District Court

20    that was stayed two weeks later by the

21    Third Circuit Court of Appeals.  The

22    Third Circuit, which reinstated Governor

23    Wolf's COVID executive orders, did so on

24    October 1st.

25              I understand my colleague's
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2    frustrations with the Mayor's Office

3    about not being fully apprised of

4    important issues, and to be clear, these

5    are frustrations that I can also share,

6    but I cannot support a resolution that

7    uses that frustration as a pretext to

8    advance the flawed and failed logic of a

9    two-week-old ruling that has no level of

10    standing, nor do I endorse irresponsible

11    lawsuits which endanger our city and

12    state and are perpetuated by GOP

13    legislators who have frequently and

14    routinely flaunted COVID rules.  In doing

15    so, we are feeding into the hysteria that

16    has resulted in extremist actions,

17    including kidnapping plots, armed

18    demonstrations outside of state capitals

19    or in certain places around the country,

20    and this idea that we should simply upend

21    science and health because we just think

22    we ought to.

23              So, Council President, I

24    appreciate the fact that you have worked

25    hard to get us improved and necessary
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2    dialogue between Councilmembers and this

3    Administration, and those should

4    continue, and we should send a clear

5    message individually or in further

6    dialogue and meeting, but this is a place

7    for dialogue.  It is not in flawed

8    resolutions that advance other types of

9    ideas, and that is why I will be voting

10    no.

11              Thank you.

12              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13    Thank you, Councilwoman.

14              I believe Councilwoman

15    Quinones-Sanchez.

16              COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

17    you, Council President.  I talked to the

18    sponsor and shared similar concerns as

19    expressed by Councilmember Gym.  And I

20    know we do symbolic resolutions all the

21    time, some that I agree with totally,

22    some that I don't, but I also agree with

23    Councilmember Gym that the republicans at

24    the state have been irresponsible, and

25    I'm very concerned about this messaging
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2    being tied in to the irresponsibility of

3    our President and our lack for national

4    standards.  And we've worked too hard in

5    this body and through your efforts,

6    Council President Clarke, to mask up and

7    send a narrative that's collective and

8    around the items that we agree, and I

9    just think the reference to, again, that

10    lawsuit doesn't really speak to the

11    spirit of this.  And I want to ask the

12    bill sponsor to write a resolution that

13    speaks to that clarity.

14              We're going to be in a COVID

15    world for the next 18 months, and if he

16    has some direct suggestions about how we

17    better communicate through a work group,

18    through a process with the Administration

19    around decisions.  I don't think that the

20    Health Department should have full

21    discretion.  While I respect science, I

22    also understand that how we

23    operationalize directives are important,

24    and as a District Councilmember who has

25    to communicate directly with residents
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2    and businesses every day, I want clarity,

3    but I want consistency for them also.

4              So to the bill sponsor, I'm

5    happy to support something that speaks to

6    that and that helps us get through the

7    next 18 months or 24 months as a vaccine

8    comes in, but I don't want to be part of

9    any of the rhetoric that sacrifices

10    people's lives for the economic

11    well-being.  And, again, that's not what

12    he's doing, but that is the spirit of

13    some of the other initiatives that we've

14    seen in this city and in the state, but I

15    thank the bill sponsor and agree with him

16    about better communication.

17              Thank you, Mr. President.

18              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19    Thank you.

20              Councilman Green is next.

21              Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez,

22    I just want to -- I know I'm not supposed

23    to weigh in.  I just want to get a little

24    clarity on your request for Councilmember

25    Oh.  Was your request specific in nature
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2    in terms of possibly holding the bill and

3    doing a bill that's more --

4              COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Specific

5    to more focused on a work group,

6    communication recommendations for the

7    Administration and this COVID world that

8    we're operating.  That's what I'm

9    requesting of him.

10              I know he introduced this in

11    September.  He's held it and didn't want

12    the messaging to get conflicted with the

13    elections and all the partisanship that

14    existed.  I just agree with him too much

15    on the communication piece and I don't

16    want that to get lost in this.

17              Thank you.

18              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19    Thank you.  I just wanted a little

20    clarity.

21              Councilman Green, I believe you

22    wanted to...

23              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Yeah.  I'll

24    defer to the sponsor if he'd like to

25    respond to Councilmember Maria
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2    Quinones-Sanchez.

3              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4    Councilman Oh, did you care to respond?

5              COUNCILMAN OH:  Yes.  Yes.

6    Thank you very much.  It's not my

7    intention to politicize especially in a

8    partisan way.  I did cite the case

9    because it is a case.  A decision is a

10    decision, and although the decision has

11    been stayed pending a decision of the

12    Third Circuit, it is a decision.

13              However, I do not have a

14    problem rewriting the resolution, which I

15    think the main point is that I would

16    hope, and quite frankly I would hope

17    voluntarily, that the Administration

18    without a resolution would invite a

19    dialogue with Council and create a

20    process of inclusion.

21              I think the other thing, and

22    I'll just be frank, is, I am drafting an

23    amendment to the City Code, and I was

24    doing the resolution as a way of not

25    having to go through an amendment to the
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2    City Code and the state law, where I do

3    believe that that is ultimately what

4    needs to happen.

5              But the resolution I can

6    rewrite in a way that I think since we

7    are a body and we try to, to the best

8    that -- I certainly agree that I would

9    like my colleagues to be comfortable that

10    they can support a resolution requesting

11    an inclusive process in these

12    restrictions and other things that we may

13    agree or disagree, but I think that

14    process is important.  So I will hold

15    this resolution and perhaps there will be

16    a double AA later.

17              Thank you very much.

18              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19    Thank you, Councilman.  I wish the

20    General Assembly can take note of how we

21    had this bipartisan breakout right in the

22    middle of our Council session.  So thank

23    you for that, and I'm sure all the

24    members would like to weigh in on the

25    subsequent resolution.  Thank you.
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2              COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

3    much.

4              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5    Thank you all.

6              Next up, Mr. Decker, can you

7    please read the title of 200 --

8              COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Excuse

9    me, Mr. President.  Councilmember Bass

10    has written in the Chat that she's

11    interested in commenting.

12              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Oh,

13    I'm sorry.  It just popped up.  I'm a

14    little delayed here.

15              Councilwoman Bass, did you want

16    to comment on it?

17              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Well, you

18    know what, just to be brief, I just

19    really wanted to thank the Councilman.  I

20    wanted to echo my concerns as well, but

21    also recognizing that as a member of

22    Council, people expect us to have

23    information before it's out in the press,

24    and so that caused a lot of problems I

25    think for a lot of us, so I certainly
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2    understand the sentiment of what

3    Councilman Oh is trying to do.  But I

4    think that his willingness to work with

5    his colleagues really just says something

6    about his character in a very, very

7    positive way, and wanted to thank him for

8    being so willing to work with his

9    colleagues.

10              Thank you, Mr. President.

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12    Thank you, Councilwoman.

13              COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you,

14    Councilmember Bass.

15              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16    Thank you, Councilman and Councilwoman.

17    I know we've all had our moments when

18    we're a little concerned about the timing

19    of the information flow, but we will

20    hopefully get that corrected very soon.

21              Mr. Decker, again read the

22    title of 200629.

23              CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

24    recognizing November 8 through November

25    14, 2020 as National Apprenticeship Week
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2    and honoring ApprenticeshipPHL and the

3    District 1199c Training and Upgrading

4    Fund for its continued commitment to

5    providing job skills, training, and

6    opportunity to all Philadelphians.

7              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

8    Thank you.

9              The Chair recognizes

10    Councilwoman Gilmore Richardson for a

11    motion.

12              COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Thank

13    you, Mr. President.  I move the adoption

14    of the resolution.

15              (Duly seconded.)

16              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17    Thank you.  It has been moved and

18    seconded that the resolution be adopted.

19              All in favor indicate by saying

20    aye.

21              (Aye.)

22              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23    Those opposed?

24              (No response.)

25              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The
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2    ayes have it, and that resolution is

3    adopted.

4              Mr. Decker, please read the

5    title of Resolution No. 200631.

6              CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

7    recognizing and honoring the Philadelphia

8    City Commissioners and the hard-working

9    members of their staff for their around

10    the clock work during the 2020 General

11    Election, and for ensuring that every

12    vote cast in Philadelphia was counted.

13              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14    Thank you.

15              The Chair recognizes Councilman

16    Jones for a motion.

17              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

18    Mr. President.  With Philly pride, I move

19    for the adoption of this resolution.

20              (Duly seconded.)

21              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22    Thank you.  It has been moved and

23    seconded that the resolution be adopted.

24              All in favor indicate by saying

25    aye.
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2              (Aye.)

3              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

4    Those opposed?

5              (No response.)

6              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

7    ayes have it, and that resolution is

8    adopted.

9              Mr. Decker, please read the

10    title of Resolution No. 200632.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

12    honoring the life and legacy of Ronald R.

13    Donatucci, Sr., a dedicated public

14    servant and renowned political leader.

15              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16    Thank you.

17              The Chair recognizes Councilman

18    Johnson for a motion on the resolution.

19              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

20    Council President.  I move for the

21    adoption of the resolution.

22              (Duly seconded.)

23              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24    Thank you.  It's been moved and properly

25    seconded that the resolution be adopted.
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2              All in favor indicate by saying

3    aye.

4              (Aye.)

5              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

6    Those opposed?

7              (No response.)

8              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

9    ayes have it, and that resolution is

10    adopted.

11              Mr. Decker, please read the

12    title of Resolution No. 200633.

13              CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

14    authorizing the Philadelphia Land Bank to

15    dispose of 1615 North 6th Street located

16    in the Seventh Councilmanic District.

17              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18    Thank you.

19              The Chair recognizes

20    Councilwoman Quinones-Sanchez for a

21    motion on the resolution.

22              COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  I move

23    for its adoption.

24              (Duly seconded.)

25              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's
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2    been moved and properly seconded.

3              All those in favor indicate by

4    saying aye.

5              (Aye.)

6              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7    Those opposed?

8              (No response.)

9              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

10    ayes have it, and that resolution is

11    adopted.

12              Mr. Decker, please read the

13    title of Resolution No. 200634.

14              CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

15    honoring Kindred Arts and Little Giant

16    Creative on the occasion of Monumental

17    Tour's public art exhibit in the City of

18    Philadelphia.

19              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20    Thank you.

21              The Chair recognizes

22    Councilwoman Brooks for a motion on the

23    resolution.

24              COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Thank

25    you, Council President.  Before I move...
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2              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3    Councilwoman, you're breaking up a little

4    bit.  Start again.  You were breaking up.

5              COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Hello?

6              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7    Yeah.  We got you now.

8              COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Hello?

9              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10    Yeah.  We have you, Councilwoman.  Go

11    ahead.

12              COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Sorry.

13    Thank you, Council President.  Before I

14    move for adoption, I just want to take a

15    moment to recognize the vital work of

16    Kindred Arts and Little Giant Creative in

17    bringing socially engaged art to the

18    people of Philadelphia through the

19    Monumental Tour's public art exhibition,

20    which has been taking place throughout

21    October and November.

22              At a time when our city is

23    grappling with the vast inequity and

24    systemic racism, the work of art that

25    make up the Monumental Tour provides an



Stated Meeting
November 19, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 130

1        11/19/20 - STATED - 2ND READING

2    outlet for us to reflect on the struggles

3    of the present moment and make sense of

4    our past and imagine a better future.

5              I know many of my colleagues

6    have already seen examples of their work

7    across the City, such as the 28 foot Afro

8    pick designed by artist Hank Willis

9    Thomas that was on display in West and

10    North Philadelphia.  I encourage the

11    viewing public to engage with their

12    groundbreaking work this month, and I

13    want to thank Marsha Reid, Director of

14    Kindred Arts, and Tayyib Smith,

15    Co-Founder of Little Giant Creative, for

16    their important contribution to

17    Philadelphia art and culture.

18              And with that, I move for the

19    adoption of the resolution.

20              (Duly seconded.)

21              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22    Thank you.  It's been moved and properly

23    seconded that the resolution be adopted.

24              All in favor say aye.

25              (Aye.)
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2              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3    Those opposed?

4              (No response.)

5              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

6    ayes have it, and that resolution is

7    adopted.

8              Mr. Decker, please read the

9    title of Resolution No. 200637.

10              CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

11    proclaiming November 15 through 22, 2020

12    as National Hunger and Homelessness

13    Awareness Week in Philadelphia and

14    honoring organizations, advocates, and

15    City workers for their work supporting

16    Philadelphia's most vulnerable.

17              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18    Thank you.

19              The Chair recognizes

20    Councilwoman Gauthier for a motion.

21              COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Thank

22    you, Council President.  I move for the

23    adoption of the resolution.

24              (Duly seconded.)

25              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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2    Thank you.  It has been moved and

3    properly seconded that the resolution be

4    adopted.

5              All in favor indicate by saying

6    aye.

7              (Aye.)

8              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

9    Those opposed?

10              (No response.)

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

12    ayes have it, and that resolution is

13    adopted.

14              Mr. Decker, please read the

15    title of Resolution No. 200638.

16              CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

17    honoring and congratulating the Franklin

18    Towne Charter Girls Soccer team, on their

19    successful 2019-2020 season and overall

20    16-0 and 1 record in the Philadelphia

21    Public League.

22              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23    Thank you.

24              The Chair recognizes Councilman

25    Thomas for a motion on the resolution.
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2              COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you,

3    Council President.  I move for the

4    adoption of the resolution.

5              (Duly seconded.)

6              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

7    been moved and properly seconded that the

8    resolution be adopted.

9              All in favor indicate by saying

10    aye.

11              (Aye.)

12              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

13    Those opposed?

14              (No response.)

15              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

16    ayes have it, and that resolution is

17    adopted.

18              Mr. Decker, please read the

19    title of Resolution No. 200640.

20              CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

21    calling on the United States House of

22    Representatives and United States Senate

23    to hold hearings on voter suppression and

24    voter intimidation during the 2020 United

25    States presidential election.
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2              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3    Thank you.

4              The Chair recognizes

5    Councilwoman Bass for a motion on that

6    resolution.

7              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

8    Mr. President.  I just wanted to say

9    before I call to move for the adoption

10    that once again we saw this week, even

11    though the election was 16 days ago on

12    November 3rd, that in Wayne County,

13    Michigan, which is primarily Detroit, we

14    saw that there was an attempt to just

15    wholesale discount or remove votes and

16    not have been counted by a district -- or

17    by a county that is 80 percent African

18    American.  And so we call on the United

19    States Congress to do something, not just

20    to hold hearings, but to actually do

21    something about this problem which

22    persists, which I've said before is a

23    cancer on our democracy.

24              With all of that being said, I

25    want to move for the adoption of this
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2    resolution.

3              (Duly seconded.)

4              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5    Thank you.  It's been moved and properly

6    seconded that the resolution be adopted.

7              All in favor say aye.

8              (Aye.)

9              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10    Those opposed?

11              (No response.)

12              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

13    ayes have it, and that resolution is

14    adopted.  Thank you very much.

15              Mr. Decker, please read the

16    title of Bill No. 200093.

17              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

18    establishing parking regulations in the

19    vicinity of:  North 3rd Street and

20    Fairmount Avenue; Wildey Street and

21    Marlborough Street; George Street and

22    North 2nd Street; Salmon Street and

23    Columbia Avenue; Montgomery Avenue and

24    Wildey Street; Orianna Street and George

25    Street.
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2              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

3    Thank you.

4              The Chair recognizes Councilman

5    Squilla.

6              COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

7    Mr. President.  I move that Bill No.

8    200093 be withdrawn.

9              (Duly seconded.)

10              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

11    Thank you.  It has been moved and

12    seconded that Bill No. 200093 be

13    withdrawn.

14              All in favor indicate by saying

15    aye.

16              (Aye.)

17              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18    Those opposed?

19              (No response.)

20              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

21    ayes have it.  The motion carries.  Bill

22    No. 200093 has been withdrawn.

23              Mr. Decker, please read the

24    title of Bill No. 200162.

25              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance
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2    amending Section 12-701 of The

3    Philadelphia Code, entitled "Designation

4    of Bicycle Lanes," to authorize a

5    buffered bicycle lane on Spruce Street,

6    from 2nd Street to 22nd Street and on

7    Pine Street, from Front Street to 18th

8    Street.

9              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

10    Thank you.

11              The Chair recognizes Councilman

12    Squilla for an amendment to Bill No.

13    200162.

14              COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

15    Mr. President.  I would like to offer an

16    amendment to Bill No. 200162.  A copy of

17    the amendment has been circulated to all

18    members of Council.  I move for the

19    adoption of the amendment.

20              (Duly seconded.)

21              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22    Thank you.  All in favor of the motion

23    will signify by saying aye.

24              (Aye.)

25              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:
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2    Those opposed?

3              (No response.)

4              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

5    ayes have it.  Bill No. 200162 has been

6    amended, and Bill No. 200162, as amended,

7    will be placed on the Final Passage

8    Calendar at our next session of Council.

9              Mr. Decker, please read the

10    title of Bill No. 200353.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

12    amending Section 17-109 of The

13    Philadelphia Code, entitled "Local

14    Bidding Preferences," to amend reporting

15    requirements to require the establishment

16    of local business usage goals and

17    reporting on reaching such goals as a way

18    to assist community businesses recover

19    from the COVID-19 pandemic.

20              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21    Thank you.

22              This bill having been read on

23    two different days, the question now is

24    shall the bill pass finally.

25              Mr. Decker, call the roll.
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2              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

3    Bass.

4              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

5              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

6    Brooks.

7              COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

8              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb.

9              COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Aye.

10              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

11    Gauthier.

12              COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

13              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

14    Gilmore Richardson.

15              COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

16              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

17              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

18              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Gym.

19              COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Aye.

20              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

21              COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

22              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

23    Johnson.

24              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

25              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.
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2              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

3              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

4              COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

5              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

6    O'Neill.

7              COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

8              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

9    Parker.

10              COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Aye.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

12    Quinones-Sanchez.

13              COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

14              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

15    Squilla.

16              COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

17              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18    Thomas.

19              COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

20              CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

21    Clarke.

22              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

23              The ayes are 17; the nays are

24    zero.  A majority of all members having

25    voted in the affirmative, the bill
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2    passes.

3              Mr. Decker, please read the

4    title of Bill No. 200544.

5              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

6    amending Title 9 of The Philadelphia Code

7    by adding a new Chapter, entitled

8    "Residential Property Wholesalers," to

9    regulate the solicitation of purchases of

10    real property and require certain

11    disclosures by property purchasers to

12    homeowners, and amending Chapter 9-1100

13    of The Philadelphia Code, entitled "Fair

14    Practices Ordinance:  Protections Against

15    Unlawful Discrimination," to provide

16    protections to homeowners from

17    solicitation and related problems.

18              Council President, Councilman

19    Domb would like to be recognized before

20    the vote on this.

21              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

22    Chair recognizes Councilman Domb.

23              COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Thank you,

24    Council President.  I want to thank my

25    colleagues who co-sponsored this
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2    legislation with me, Councilmembers Kathy

3    Gilmore Richardson, Councilmember Mark

4    Squilla, Councilmember Maria

5    Quinones-Sanchez, Councilmember Kenyatta

6    Johnson, Councilmember Isaiah Thomas,

7    Majority Leader Cherelle Parker,

8    Councilmember Jamie Gauthier,

9    Councilmember Kendra Brooks, and

10    Councilmember Helen Gym, and I encourage

11    all Councilmembers to support this

12    important bill today.

13              I also want to recognize

14    Community Legal Services, CLS, and the

15    Greater Philadelphia Association of

16    Realtors, GPAR, for all their hard work

17    and input to ensure we establish sound

18    policy that protects our most vulnerable

19    residents.

20              Additionally, I want to give a

21    special thanks and a shout-out to Rue

22    Landau with the Philadelphia Commission

23    on Human Relations and the Law Department

24    for their hours of work and their

25    valuable input.  They did a great job.
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2              With the passage of this bill,

3    Philadelphia will establish fair rules

4    and expectations for wholesalers buying

5    and selling homes in our communities.

6    This legislation levels the playing field

7    and ensures the good acting wholesalers

8    continue their practices and we weed out

9    the bad actors in the process.  All of

10    our homeowners deserve market value for

11    their homes, and everyone deserves to

12    work with the knowledge they need in

13    order to make the right decision about

14    their financial future.

15              We've seen so many

16    neighborhoods in Philadelphia fall victim

17    over the years to these signs that say

18    "cash for homes," "we buy your house

19    now," and it's time for us to take steps

20    that go beyond just placing penalties on

21    those who litter our neighborhoods with

22    these signs.

23              This bill will ensure that

24    these businesses are finally regulated in

25    a manner we all deem reasonable and
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2    responsible and inclusive of enforcement,

3    especially if they try to pursue

4    questionable activities that take

5    advantage -- this is the biggest issue

6    here -- of our city's most vulnerable

7    people and communities.

8              Again, I want to thank all my

9    colleagues for their support on this

10    legislation, and I look forward to the

11    ongoing work ahead to educate homeowners

12    of their rights.

13              Thank you very much, Council

14    President.  Thank you.

15              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16    Thank you, Councilman.

17              This bill having been read on

18    two different days, the question now is

19    shall the bill pass finally.

20              Mr. Decker, call the roll.

21              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

22    Bass.

23              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Aye.

24              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

25    Brooks.
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2              COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Aye.

3              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Domb.

4              COUNCILMAN DOMB:  Aye.

5              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

6    Gauthier.

7              COUNCILWOMAN GAUTHIER:  Aye.

8              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

9    Gilmore Richardson.

10              COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Aye.

11              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Green.

12              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Aye.

13              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman Gym.

14              COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Aye.

15              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

16              COUNCILMAN HENON:  Aye.

17              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

18    Johnson.

19              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Aye.

20              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Jones.

21              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Aye.

22              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman Oh.

23              COUNCILMAN OH:  Aye.

24              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

25    O'Neill.
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2              COUNCILMAN O'NEILL:  Aye.

3              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

4    Parker.

5              COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Aye.

6              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilwoman

7    Quinones-Sanchez.

8              COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Aye.

9              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

10    Squilla.

11              COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Aye.

12              CHIEF CLERK:  Councilman

13    Thomas.

14              COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Aye.

15              CHIEF CLERK:  Council President

16    Clarke.

17              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  Aye.

18              The ayes are 17; the nays are

19    zero.  A majority of all members having

20    voted in the affirmative, the bill

21    passes.

22              Mr. Decker, please read the

23    title of Bill No. 200574.

24              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

25    amending Title 9 of The Philadelphia Code
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2    to address matters related to commercial

3    leases and provide eviction and financial

4    relief to restaurant businesses that

5    operate on leased premises.

6              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7    Thank you.

8              The Chair recognizes Councilman

9    Henon for an amendment to Bill No.

10    200574.

11              COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you,

12    Mr. President.  I'd like to offer an

13    amendment to Bill No. 200574.  A copy of

14    the amendment has been circulated to all

15    members of Council, and I move for the

16    adoption of the amendment.

17              (Duly seconded.)

18              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

19    Thank you.  All in favor of the motion

20    will signify by saying aye.

21              (Aye.)

22              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23    Those opposed?

24              (No response.)

25              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The
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2    the ayes have it, and Bill No. 200574 has

3    been amended.  Bill No. 200574, as

4    amended, will be placed on the Final

5    Passage Calendar at our next session of

6    Council.

7              Mr. Decker, please read the

8    title of Bill No. 200425.

9              CHIEF CLERK:  An ordinance

10    amending Title 6 of The Philadelphia

11    Code, entitled "Health Code," by creating

12    a new Chapter 6-1300, entitled "Healthy

13    Outdoor Public Spaces," to promote a

14    healthy environment that protects the

15    public from the risks of toxic herbicides

16    by prohibiting their use on all

17    city-owned or used public grounds

18    including but not limited to parks,

19    trails, recreation centers, and

20    playgrounds; establishing reporting

21    requirements; and establishing a private

22    right of action.

23              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

24    Thank you.

25              The Chair recognizes
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2    Councilwoman Bass for an amendment to

3    Bill No. 200425.

4              COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you,

5    Mr. President.  I really first want to

6    thank all of the folks who called in

7    today to testify on behalf of this bill.

8    This is something that's really, really

9    important to all of our citizens and to

10    the health particularly of our children.

11              So I would like to offer an

12    amendment to Bill No. 200425, a copy of

13    which has been circulated to all members

14    of Council, and I move for the adoption

15    of the amendment.

16              (Duly seconded.)

17              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18    Thank you.  All those in favor of the

19    motion will signify by saying aye.

20              (Aye.)

21              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

22    Those opposed?

23              (No response.)

24              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

25    ayes have it, and Bill No. 200425 has
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2    been amended.  Bill No. 200425, as

3    amended, will be placed on our Final

4    Passage Calendar.

5              Councilman Thomas, we have an

6    indication that you were interested in

7    speaking on 200353?

8              COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I'm sorry.

9    It was an accident, Council President.  I

10    apologize.

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  All

12    right.  No problem.  I just want to make

13    I'm -- stepping down off of that podium

14    has kind of discombobulated me earlier.

15    I'm sure I won't ever do that again.

16              COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  No.  That

17    one was on me, Council President, not

18    you.  I apologize.

19              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

20    Okay.  Thank you, Councilman.

21              Mr. Decker, do you have any

22    additional resolutions?

23              CHIEF CLERK:  A resolution

24    authorizing the Committee on Commerce and

25    Economic Development to hold hearings on



Stated Meeting
November 19, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 151

1        11/19/20 - STATED - 2ND READING

2    the state of Philadelphia's neighborhood

3    commercial corridors, introduced by

4    Councilwoman Parker.

5              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

6    Chair recognizes Councilwoman Parker.

7              COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

8    you, Mr. President.  I move for the

9    adoption of the resolution.

10              (Duly seconded.)

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

12    been moved and properly seconded.

13              All those in favor indicate by

14    saying aye.

15              (Aye.)

16              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

17    Those opposed?

18              (No response.)

19              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

20    ayes have it, and that resolution is

21    adopted.

22              CHIEF CLERK:  And a resolution

23    authorizing the Committee on Education to

24    hold hearings to examine options for

25    expanding the pipeline of Black male
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2    teachers and staff in Philadelphia

3    schools, introduced by Councilman

4    Johnson.

5              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

6    Chair recognizes Councilman Johnson.

7              COUNCILMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,

8    Council President.  I move for the

9    adoption of the resolution.

10              (Duly seconded.)

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  It's

12    been moved and properly seconded.

13              All those in favor say aye.

14              (Aye.)

15              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

16    Those opposed?

17              (No response.)

18              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

19    ayes have it, and that resolution is

20    adopted.

21              CHIEF CLERK:  There are no

22    other resolutions on the Final Passage

23    Calendar, Mr. President.

24              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

25    Thank you very much, Mr. Decker.
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2              That completes our Calendar for

3    today.

4              Prior to recognizing members

5    regarding speeches, I will note for the

6    record at this time that we will use the

7    Chat feature available in Microsoft Teams

8    to allow members to signify that they

9    wish to be recognized.  In order to

10    comply with the Sunshine Act, the Chat

11    feature must only be used for that

12    purpose.

13              With that said, are there any

14    speeches on behalf of the minority?

15              The Chair recognizes Councilman

16    Oh.

17              COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very

18    much, Council President.  In kind of

19    keeping in line with the previous

20    conversation that we had, Councilmember

21    Mark Squilla shared with me a letter that

22    he was in possession of.  It was from the

23    Chicago Medical Society to the Mayor of

24    Chicago asking that gyms be allowed to

25    open an hour earlier, because many
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2    medical and healthcare professionals

3    needed to exercise, maintain their

4    strength, relieve stress, and I thought

5    that was interesting.  I looked at the

6    CDC recommendations, and that's where I

7    saw that -- and it says here after nearly

8    50 million check-ins over a three-month

9    period that the study relied on by the

10    CDC found that gyms nationwide had robust

11    COVID-19 safety measures in place and

12    there is zero evidence that the positive

13    cases, which were 0.0023 percent,

14    originated in the gyms themselves.

15              Okay.  I just want to make sure

16    I don't lose my WiFi there.  I'm sorry.

17              And what that astounding number

18    means is that people who go to gyms are

19    500 times less likely to get COVID-19

20    than the national average.  The evidence,

21    or at least the information in the CDC

22    study, would indicate that gyms and

23    healthcare facilities should not be

24    closed.  There could be disagreement

25    about that, but I would ask the Health
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2    Commissioner and the Health Department

3    the issue -- the restrictions have been

4    issued.  I understand it's the

5    responsibility of the Health

6    Commissioner.  I would just ask that they

7    look at kind of this information, zero

8    evidence.

9              There's no significant

10    difference between those who tested

11    positive versus negative when it came to

12    shopping, gathering with fewer than ten

13    people in a home, going to an office,

14    going to a gym, going to a salon, using

15    public transportation or attending

16    religious gatherings, according to this

17    study.  If we're going to rely on this

18    study, should we not rely on all of the

19    study?  Because I am concerned that when

20    people lose their jobs, lose their

21    healthcare, lose their ability to pay

22    rent, lose their ability to feed their

23    children, lose their ability to go out

24    into the community, that they are being

25    moved from one category of risk to an
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2    even greater category of risk.

3              I think it is worth looking at,

4    and I hope that we'll be able to do that

5    cooperatively, because, again, and I'm

6    quoting him often, my friend and

7    colleague Councilmember Jones says none

8    of us are as smart as all of us, and I

9    really believe that's something we owe

10    the public.

11              Thank you very much, Council

12    President.

13              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

14    Thank you, Councilman.

15              Speeches on behalf of the

16    majority?

17              The Chair recognizes

18    Councilwoman Maria Quinones-Sanchez.

19              COUNCILWOMAN SANCHEZ:  Thank

20    you, Council President.  Again, I want to

21    thank Councilman David Oh for honoring

22    our request, the body's request, and

23    working in a conciliatory way to get to a

24    better place.  As he says, we're much

25    better when we're working together.
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2              I want to thank you, Council

3    President.  I know you took yourself out

4    of your norm in your discussion about why

5    investment now is important and why we

6    should be unapologetic about the types of

7    investments that we need in our

8    neighborhoods.  I want to thank you, and

9    I look forward to continuing that debate

10    and that discussion about why now and why

11    the urgency of this.

12              Even before COVID, I've always

13    acknowledged that I represented a

14    challenging district.  Many of you have

15    heard me talk about this consistently,

16    but I've always done it with the respect

17    and honoring the resilience of the people

18    that I represent, because it is not

19    hopeless, and that's why people elect us

20    and give us this voice and this space,

21    because it is not hopeless.

22              The folks in the community that

23    I represent remind me every day why I'm

24    so proud to have been raised in

25    Philadelphia and proud to represent
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2    Hunting Park and proud to represent

3    Norris Square, South Kensington where you

4    and I border our lines.

5              Housing and community

6    development was the space that I was in

7    even prior to coming to Council.  I take

8    this work extremely serious.  Affordable

9    accessible housing, corridors, and the

10    role that they play in people's lives,

11    public spaces even before Rebuild, our

12    office had embarked on a ten-year plan

13    for how open spaces and green spaces and

14    parks give neighborhoods an opportunity

15    to brand themselves and give communities

16    places to gather in an intergenerational

17    way, and I'm proud of all of this work

18    and the legislative work that I've done

19    around these things.  Whether it's the

20    inclusionary housing, mandatory

21    inclusionary housing at 20 percent with

22    the support of all my colleagues is now

23    on the books, to the authoring of OOPA

24    and TAP, I've been very, very clear that

25    keeping people in their homes is the best
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2    homeless prevention strategy, and this

3    work does not happen by accident but by

4    us providing clear leadership about what

5    we'd like to see.  And it's taken us a

6    while in the Seventh Councilmanic

7    District, working with our RCOs, we're 80

8    percent remapped, and moving people away

9    from what they're against to what they're

10    for is much, much harder.  And it's not

11    just about the legislation but the

12    resources attached to it, so that it has

13    impact and we're investing in people.

14              So yesterday I proudly stood --

15    and I want to thank you, Council

16    President Clarke, because I know you do a

17    lot of things behind the scenes and

18    people don't know about it.  Yesterday's

19    announcement was 13 years of work, a

20    seven-year conversation, and two years of

21    planning to get the collaboration between

22    HACE, APM, Esperanza, and Norris Square

23    alliance in a collaborative effort to

24    transfer over 240 PHA-owned parcels,

25    vacant properties and land over to
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2    non-profit developers so that we can

3    create a comprehensive strategy for South

4    Kensington.

5              Neighbors in South

6    Kensington -- and I know you hear this,

7    Council President -- all they see is all

8    the development going up, and even with

9    all of these four organizations working

10    together, we're not going to stem the

11    kind of development that folks see.

12              But I want to thank my partners

13    for engaging in this journey, for not

14    being territorial in this work when I ask

15    everybody to roll up their sleeves, all

16    hands on deck.  I want to thank Kelvin

17    Jeremiah and the PHA Board for working

18    with us.

19              This is the kind of things we

20    need.  It is very easy to tell people

21    what they're against.  It is very hard to

22    guide them in a direction and reminding

23    people that we're on the same road,

24    sometimes in different lanes, but all are

25    committed to the neighborhood.  That
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2    takes a lot more work.

3              And so I want to thank you,

4    thank PHA, thank the partners, thank my

5    Council colleagues who support me in this

6    work that I have to do in the Seventh

7    Councilmanic District.  And I'll end,

8    when the Seventh Councilmanic District is

9    doing better, the entire city does

10    better, and I understand that

11    correlation, which is why I always intend

12    to be a good ally to my colleagues and

13    their work in their district and thank

14    them when they are champions for the work

15    that I need to do in mine.

16              So thank you all very much.

17              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

18    Thank you, Councilwoman.

19              The Chair recognizes Councilman

20    Green.

21              COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you,

22    Council President.  Let me begin by

23    reminding everyone that we will be having

24    a blood drive next week on the 24th from

25    9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  It's a give back
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2    Thanksgiving blood drive.  Thanksgiving

3    is next week.  I wish every one of my

4    colleagues and all those listening in the

5    City of Philadelphia a great

6    Thanksgiving.

7              For those who want to

8    participate, please go to

9    redcrossblood.org and use the sponsor

10    code Green in order to sign up for the

11    blood drive, and this will be at the Red

12    Cross location 2221 Chestnut Street.

13    That's 2221 Chestnut Street.

14              And in the spirit of

15    Thanksgiving, I'm very thankful for where

16    we are as a city and as a state and a

17    nation, because we've gone through such a

18    challenging time period.

19              I was -- earlier in this

20    session as we were discussing

21    Councilmember Oh's resolution, I was

22    going to provide some additional

23    commentary and I pulled back from doing

24    that because I wanted to give him an

25    opportunity to respond to Councilmember
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2    Sanchez's request to make a revision to

3    the resolution, and the reason I raised

4    the point of information I did, because

5    in this current climate in our nation,

6    words have very serious implications.  We

7    have a nation that's dealing with a

8    pandemic that has brought significant

9    loss of life to people around this

10    nation, around this world.

11              I know I've been very critical

12    of the Administration in reference to

13    issues and concerns in how we address

14    small businesses and getting relief to

15    small businesses, because this pandemic

16    has been both a global health issue and

17    also an economic crisis.

18              But my concern in reference to

19    words is that we are currently in a state

20    of play in our nation where we have a

21    number of people who don't believe a

22    number of things, don't believe the

23    outcome of our most recent election,

24    don't believe that if there is a vaccine,

25    whether they should or should not take
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2    the vaccine.  And that goes back to the

3    words that have been used by various

4    parties, individuals, not saying

5    political parties per se, to push forward

6    their own message.

7              And so I say that the words

8    have meaning.  I'm glad that

9    Councilmember Oh is going to revise the

10    resolution, but I'm also concerned that

11    people will take information and use it

12    for their own goals.

13              I listened to his statement,

14    and I agree with the concerns of having a

15    more inclusive decision-making process

16    regarding these issues, but we've also

17    seen significant death in our city,

18    especially for people of color and more

19    specifically African Americans who have

20    been impacted by this pandemic.

21              So I think that we need to be

22    very careful with the words that we use,

23    especially in this climate, and not allow

24    various parties to take bits and pieces

25    of information and continue to see
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2    division and distrust not only in our

3    local government but also government as a

4    whole.

5              Thank you, Council President.

6              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

7    Thank you, Councilman.

8              The Chair recognizes

9    Councilwoman Parker.

10              COUNCILWOMAN PARKER:  Thank

11    you, Mr. President.  Mr. President, I too

12    want to commend you for your work today

13    in stepping down from the rostrum to

14    speak about the importance of

15    neighborhood development.  Investing in

16    our neighborhoods is essential for our

17    city as we attempt to move forward and

18    out of this global pandemic that we're in

19    to ensure that Philadelphia is on sound

20    economic footing.

21              With that in mind, I am

22    thinking about a quote that late

23    President John F. Kennedy was often

24    identified as stating when he said a

25    rising tide lifts all boats.
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2              To the residents of the City of

3    Philadelphia who are listening right now,

4    we know that you have contributed

5    consistently to Philadelphia's tax base

6    over the years before there was great and

7    grand development to change neighborhoods

8    in our city, and it is with that in mind

9    that any community development that we do

10    in the future, ordinary Philadelphians

11    need to benefit from that in a very

12    substantive way and they need to touch it

13    and see it and feel it, Mr. President.

14    They can't hear us say that we care about

15    neighborhood and economic development and

16    then they walk out of their houses and

17    see commercial corridors that are run

18    down, don't have enough money to buy a

19    home because they need assistance with

20    closing costs and down payment

21    assistance, and don't let me think about,

22    Mr. President, those Philadelphians who

23    it seems are penalized from being able to

24    participate in programs that the City

25    currently offers, not because they are
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2    rich but they usually make a nickel more

3    than the income eligibility guidelines

4    for those programs.

5              So I want to commend you, Mr.

6    President, on that, and I look forward to

7    having that discussion in the near

8    future.

9              In addition to that,

10    Mr. President, I want to keep JFK in

11    mind, and many of us remember this quote.

12    He said victory has a thousand fathers,

13    but defeat is an orphan.  Victory has a

14    thousand fathers, but defeat is an

15    orphan.

16              Before Philadelphia's final

17    votes could be tabulated, there were so

18    many people who wrote stories talking

19    about the decline of Philadelphia's

20    turnout, that our participation did not

21    have a significant impact on this

22    election, and when we finally saw the

23    final tabulations, we learned that

24    Philadelphia voters -- and I don't care

25    what party you were in -- 749,317 of us
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2    came out to vote.

3              I want to say to Layla Jones

4    thank you for your article entitled

5    "Philadelphia turnout for the 2020

6    election was the highest in 25 years,"

7    and that was published in Billy Penn, but

8    when I read that 25 years, they said the

9    highest turnout since 1984, for those of

10    you who remember, and I guess this is

11    etched in my mind because in '83 I stood

12    in line with mommy and daddy in the 10th

13    Ward, 2nd Division on 74th Avenue when

14    the lines were wrapped around the

15    building to vote for Wilson Goode for

16    Mayor during those times.  And as I

17    listened to the folks attempt to

18    constantly use divide-and-conquer

19    methods, particularly within the black

20    community, to talk about black women

21    being here but black men have strayed and

22    that the turnout was not as robust as

23    people have thought it was, then,

24    Mr. President, I looked, as I am doing

25    right now, to the text message and e-mail
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2    that our Commissioner Omar Sabir sent out

3    showing the total votes cast in

4    Philadelphia by ward.

5              I want to say this with this

6    visual in mind:  To all of the

7    organizations who helped to encourage

8    turnout, to all of the elected officials,

9    because I heard some people talking about

10    what a campaign did, what a campaign

11    didn't do.  I don't care if you're a ward

12    leader or elected.  I saw all of my

13    colleagues across the board trying to do

14    their best to encourage people to just

15    participate in the voting process, and

16    I'm thinking about Councilman Kenyatta

17    Johnson and work that I know he did that

18    wasn't connected with any campaign in his

19    area to encourage voter registration.

20    I'm thinking about churches, synagogues,

21    mosques, and temples who were encouraging

22    people to get registered to participate

23    in their democracy.

24              The final group, Mr. President,

25    who deserves all of the credit in the
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2    world, because sometimes people want

3    credit because they say they go into a

4    community and they are the people who

5    organize that community.  I need to give

6    a hearty thank you to residents in the

7    City of Philadelphia who encouraged each

8    other to vote.  Committee people, yes,

9    you did your job.  Ward leaders, you did

10    your job.  Elected officials, you did

11    your job.  Organizations, thank you for

12    your work.  But for the people who

13    weren't on social media, for the people

14    who knocked doors on their block and

15    they're not even a block captain, for all

16    of those, some who said, Cherelle, I've

17    never been involved in politics before

18    but I feel compelled to work to try to

19    protect our democracy right now, they

20    rolled up their sleeves and they went to

21    work in ways that we will never know

22    because we didn't see them.  I want to

23    say a thank you to each and every one of

24    you.  When I look at these numbers,

25    Philadelphia, you showed up and you
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2    showed out.  And particularly to African

3    American women in this city, I want you

4    to know that no one will be able to write

5    you out of this story, that you played a

6    significant role, and that you should be

7    proud of it.

8              Peace to everyone in PHL, and

9    thank you for making your voices heard.

10              Thank you, Mr. President.

11              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

12    Thank you, Councilwoman.

13              The Chair recognizes

14    Councilwoman Gilmore Richardson.

15              COUNCILWOMAN RICHARDSON:  Thank

16    you so much, Mr. President.  I just

17    wanted to circle back to thank you, our

18    Majority Leader Councilmember Parker, our

19    Majority Whip Councilmember Jones, and

20    all of the members of Philadelphia City

21    Council, all of our colleagues who stayed

22    on our marathon Committee of the Whole

23    hearing yesterday, to the Administration,

24    the Mayor's Office of Labor.  We worked

25    closely with Richie Lazer, Monica
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2    Marchetti-Brock, and Rachel, and the

3    nearly 100 witnesses for our first public

4    comment hearing prior to the

5    Administration entering into contract

6    negotiations with the Fraternal Order of

7    Police.

8              I'm looking forward to sending

9    all the recommendations we heard to the

10    Administration, along with all the

11    written testimony, and I look forward to

12    the feedback that we'll receive from the

13    Administration on how the proposal

14    changed as a result of the seven hours of

15    feedback we heard.

16              So I just wanted to thank you,

17    our leadership team, and each and every

18    person who testified for their

19    participation yesterday.

20              Thank you so much,

21    Mr. President.

22              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

23    Thank you.  Thank you so much,

24    Councilwoman.  Thank you for your

25    continued good work.
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2              It appears that there are no

3    other speeches on behalf of the majority

4    and minority.  So with that, I will

5    recognize Councilman Jones for a motion

6    to adjourn.

7              COUNCILMAN JONES:  Thank you,

8    Mr. President.  And before I do, I want

9    to say what I'm thankful for.  I'm

10    thankful for working with this body, a

11    chorus of different types of voices that

12    help the public and the City of

13    Philadelphia, and I enjoyed this week

14    just watching you work.

15              And with that, Mr. President, I

16    now want to make a motion to have Council

17    stand adjourned until Thursday, December

18    3rd, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.

19              (Duly seconded.)

20              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

21    Thank you.  It has been moved and

22    seconded that Council stand adjourned

23    until Thursday, December 3rd, 2020, 10:00

24    a.m.

25              All in favor will indicate by
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2    saying aye.

3              (Aye.)

4              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:

5    Those opposed?

6              (No response.)

7              COUNCIL PRESIDENT CLARKE:  The

8    ayes have it.  The motion carries.

9              Thank you all very much.  And,

10    again, please be safe.  Thank you.  God

11    bless you.

12              (Stated Meeting adjourned at

13    12:47 p.m.)

14                  - - -

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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14 --------------------
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