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COUNCI LMAN OH: Good nor ni ng,
everyone. This is the public hearing
of the Commttee on d obal
Qpportunities and the
Creative/lnnovative Econony regarding
Resol uti on No. 200175.

| apol ogi ze for the very l|ate
start. W had technical issues. Qur
10 o' clock hearing is going off on
11 o' clock, but | appreciate your
pati ence. And before we begin,
would i ke to recogni ze our Clerk liz
Sweeney, who'll read the required
announcenent s.

THE CLERK: Thank you,

M. Chairman.

| understand that state |aw
currently requires that the follow ng
announcenent be made at the begi nning
of every renote public hearing as
fol | ows: Due to the current public
heal t h emergency, Gty Counci
Committees are currently neeting

renotely. W are using M crosoft
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Teans to nmake these renote hearings
possi bl e.

| nstructions for how the
public may view and offer public
testinony at public hearings of
Council Committees are included in the
public hearing notices that are
published in the Daily News, the
I nquirer and Legal Intelligencer prior
to this hearing and can al so be found
on PHLCouncil.com

Everyone who has been invited
to the neeting to testify should be
aware that this public hearing is
bei ng recorded. Because the hearing
IS public, participants and viewers
have no reasonabl e expectation of
privacy. By continuing to be in the
neeting, you are consenting to being
recor ded.

Additionally, prior to
Counci | man Ch recogni zi ng Menbers for
guestions or comments they have for
wi tnesses, | will note for the record

at this tine that we will use the chat
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feature available in Mcrosoft Teans
to all ow Menbers to signify that they
wi sh to be recognized. |In order to
conply with the Sunshine Act, the chat
feature nust only be used for this
pur pose. Thank you.
COUNCI LMAN CH:  Thank vyou,
Clerk. WII you please call the rol
to take attendance.
THE CLERK: Yes.
Chai rperson Ch.
COUNCI LMAN OH:  Present.
THE CLERK: Vi ce-Chairperson
Bass.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Present.
THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Squi | | a.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Counci | mnenber
G I nore R chardson.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Thonsas.
(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | menber

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




COW TTEE ON GLOBAL OPPORTUNI TI ES

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

12/ 9/ 2022
Lozada.
(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Here.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Driscol | .

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL.:
Present.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Let us reach
out to Councilnmenber Squilla. | know

he's been waiting on the call.

THE CLERK: Sure.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  derk, do |
have a quor unf

THE CLERK: Yes, we have a

quor um

COUNCI LMAN OCH:  kay. Thank
you. A quorumof the Commttee is
present and the hearing is now called
to order.

Clerk, will you please read
the title of the resolution being
consi dered today.

THE CLERK: Resol ution No.
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200175, authorizing Council's
Comm ttee on d obal Qpportunities and
the Creative/lnnovative Econony to
hol d hearings regarding the Misic
| ndustry Task Force report and
reconmendati ons.

COUNCI LMAN CH:  Thank vyou.
W have been del ayed. Unfortunately,
we have | ost one of our w tnesses so |
will like to proceed forward. To
start, we're going to view a short
video fromvarious nusic industry
| eaders, and then we will begin by
recogni zi ng our Chair.

Wul d you pl ease play the
vi deo.

(Vi deo playing.)

MR. ARONSON:  We do not have
audi o on that video.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Yeah, ne
ei t her.

MR. ARONSON: Eli zabet h,
there should be an option to share
conput er audi o sonewhere if you have

presenter rights. Wen you share your
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screen, it should be a toggle button
believe if you're in Wndows. |f not,
| can try to play it fromny end.

THE CLERK: Ckay. One
nonent, pl ease.

COUNCI LMAN OH: While we are
waiting for the video to be worked
out, let nme just start with ny opening
statenent and, that is, that this
process has been a long tinme com ng.
This Music Industry Task Force was
created August 12, 2017. The
recommendati ons were nmade by our Task
Force menbers.

|"d Iike to just recognize
themat this point intinme. They are
the Chairman David lIvory, Dr. Louis
Ant hony DelLi se, Jeff Duperon who has
passed away and we have dedicated this
report to him Carvin Haggins, Kelly
Lee, Jesse Lundy, Eric Chill Mbody,
Justin Nordell, Mriam Suzzette Otiz,
Bernard Resnick, Carol Riddick, Erik
Sabo and Stephanie Seiple. 1 thank

you for your work.
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This report was conpl et ed
wi th recommendations in 2019 and our
hearing set for March 2020.
Unfortunately, we were hit with the
COVI D- 19 pandem ¢, and that plus other
t hi ngs del ayed the hearing. The
resol ution was reintroduced and so we
have our hearing finally today.

The nusic industry is
critical to the economc
revitalization of our Cty. The
creative arts econony is critical to
the future growth of this Cty. It is
| nportant that everyone in governnent
and in our Gty recognize the
I nportance of this econom c engi ne and
what it neans to our City, to the
I ndi vidual s here that this Cty becone
a destination point, that this Cty
becones a platformfor the creative

arts folks. That requires an

I nvest nent from governnent. |t
requires funding. It requires many
t hi ngs.

This Conmittee has put
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together in the nost practical way a
| ist of recomendations they felt
woul d have an imredi ate effect. There
are other things that can be
recommended, but this was the
recomrendati ons and we're going to go
t hrough that today.

Wth that, Liz, do we have
sonmeone to present this video?

THE CLERK: We're stil
wor ki ng on the audio for the video.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Ckay. At
this point intinm, |I'"'mgoing to go
ahead with our hearing. And with
that, 1'mgoing to ask that we hear
fromour first panel, which is going
to be --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Counci | renber Oh, before you just get
started, | want to be recogni zed as
bei ng present. Council nenber Squill a.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you
very nmuch, Counci |l nenber.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank

you.

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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1 COUNCI LMAN OH: | note for
2 the record you are present.
3 Clerk, will you call the
4 first panel.
3) THE CLERK: Yes. The first
6 panel is David lvory.
7 MR IVORY: H, everybody,

8 and wel cone. Good norning and thank
9 you for giving nme a voice regarding
10 this creative econony. And I'd |ike
11  to thank Councilman Ch for |eading the

12 charge for this hearing and hel pi ng
13 the arts and creative econony have a
14  voice. And thank you nmenbers of Gty
15 Council for being here at this very
16  inportant neeting.

17 My nanme is David Ivory. And
18 | amthe Chair of the Music Industry
19 Task Force. |'ma G ammy-nom nated
20 and multi-platinum nusic engi neer, a
21 producer, forner President and

22 National Trustee for the Recording

23  Acadeny, otherw se known as the

24  Gammys, and | amcurrently the

25 Director of the Sound Recordi ng and
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Musi ¢ Technol ogy Program at Mont gonery
County Conmunity Col | ege.

| shared a bit of ny
background to you to denonstrate ny
experience and how | dedicated ny life
to the Phil adel phia nusic industry and
the nusic scene itself. | know the
Councilman talked a little bit about
how this started. The Miusic Industry
Task Force started in 2017 to | ook at
t he econom c inpact of the nusic
i ndustry and to articul ate ways that
the Gty can hel p support the nusic
I ndustry of Phil adel phia which is what
it is so fanous for.

The Music I ndustry Task Force
| ooked at other nusic cities such as
New York, Nashville and Seattle, what
they were doing to enhance their
nmusi cal heritage and econony. W also
hel d networking events wth energing
artists, professional nusicians and
nmusi c-makers to get a sense of the
chal | enges were fromthe ground.

Under st andi ng t hat resources
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are limted, the Task Force surveyed

t he broader nusic comunity to confirm
wi th other nusic professionals our 10
recommendati ons. O course, everyone
we tal ked to or communi cated with
strongly agreed with the Task Force
recommendat i on.

The Task Force strongly
bel i eves that these 10 recommendati ons
wi Il reduce barriers for nusica
artists and the industry, recogni ze,
honor and pronote awareness of the
achi evenents, of the activities of
Phi | adel phia's nmusic conmunity, both
past and present, and create nore
opportunities for nusicians that wll
positivity inpact Phil adel phia's
econony.

Al this was studied,

di scussed and researched and was
culmnated with a hearing on March 12,
2020. And as the Council man

descri bed, not only did the Gty close
down, but the entire country shut

down, and we were joking earlier today

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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since this was an hour-delay on this
neeting, what's another hour after two
years, right.

So the Task Force devel oped
10 recomendati ons over the course and
was encapsul ated in the Miusic Industry
Task Force Report and Recommendati ons
rel eased in August 2019. Follow ng ne
wi |l be expert testinony about these
recommendations in detail. But first,
|"mgoing to read them out.

Here's the |ist of
recomendati ons: Establishes
centralized permanent Phil adel phi a
Music OFfice or Commission to continue
the work initiated by the Misic
| ndustry Task For ce.

Two, market the strengths of
Phi | adel phia's rich nusical history
and the current boom of nusic venues
and artists. Three, pronote
Phi | adel phia's nusic and the
transportation hub, such as Philly
I nternational Airport and 30th Street

St ati on.
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Four, redevel opnent of the
Si gma Sound building as a cul tural
center. Five, devel op an awareness
canpai gns of the fair conpensation of
wor ki ng nusicians. Six, establish
performng arts priority | oading and
unl oadi ng zones, tenporary parking
areas at certain concert performances,
venues that wll allow artists to
qui ckly load in and out of venues
Wi t hout receiving parking tickets.

Seven, identify sources of
fundi ng for sustained dedicated
efforts to grow Phil adel phia's nusic
econony. Eight, create hubs for nusic
and concert pronotion materi al
distribution. Nine, encourage nusic
per f ormance venues to cater to al
ages. And, ten, utilize the Cty's
zoni ng and comrunity devel opnent
policies to benefit the nmusic industry
directly.

In addition, though it was
not part of our recommendations, the

Task Force thinks it's inportant to

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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conduct an econom ¢ i npact study of
the nmusic industry specifically. A
study wll identify a baseline of the
current econom c inpact of

Phi | adel phia's nmusic industry and
provi de descriptions of the
occupations within the nusic

I ndustries.

Unfortunately, previous
econom ¢ studies incorporated the
musi ¢ i ndustry, but was enbedded al ong
with hospitality tourismand the |ike.
The nmusic industry needs its own study
to better understand how it
contributes to the Phil adel phia
econony. In conclusion, | hope this
Commttee wll continue to support
Phi | adel phia's nusic sector and
provi de the resources needed to create
a permanent Phil adel phia Music Ofice.
Your support to take these steps are
vital to preserving Phil adel phia's
heritage as a nusic force in the
country and around the worl d.

| just wanted to show a quick

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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1 slide. | don't know, Elizabeth, if
2 you can show that slide. This is what
3 happens when you CGoogl e the best nusic
4 cities in the country. |If you see the
5 slide of best nusic cities in the
6 country, we don't even show up on this
7 slide, like Ol ando, R chnond,
8 Virginia. | mean, it's very
9 unfortunate. So | just wanted to
10 present that to you as sonething |
11 could show. So with that, | thank you
12 for your tinme and your consideration
13 and | yield back.
14 COUNCI LMAN OH: Thank you
15 very nuch, David lvory.
16 At this time I'll ask if any
17 of the Comm ttee nenbers have a
18 question for David lvory?
19 (No response.)
20 COUNCI LMAN OH: I f not, we'll
21 proceed. Let ne ask whether Theo or
22 Liz can try again wth presenting the
23  video.
24 MR. ARONSON:  Sure. |I'm
25 happy to give it atry. Let's see if

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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the audio's working this tine.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you.

MR, ARONSON: Are you guys
able to see ny screen?

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Yes.

(Vi deo playing.)

COUNCI LMAN CH: Al right.
Thank you very nuch. Ckay. Follow ng
up on that, | just want to nmake a
qui ck comment on what David Ilvory
said. W do need an econoni c i npact
study. W do have general nunbers
about arts and culture in
Phi | adel phia. $3.4 billion annual
inpact. $920 million in household
i ncone per year, and $157 mllion in
| ocal taxes to help our City per year.
That's pre-COvVID. COVID has done a
terrible job on our live perfornmances,
our tourism There's other issues
t hat have arisen, and we do need to
cone back fromthat. But having an
econom ¢ i npact study woul d be
critical to really doing an

intelligent job of lifting up the

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
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musi ¢ industry and really
understanding it.

It's inportant for our
communi ty, our people, our citizens to
understand why we are putting this
effort, this noney, these resources
Into the nusic econony. The econony,
it's going to be so critical. So many
peopl e need jobs. So nmany peopl e need
to have the hope of being the person
they want to be. This is critical for
us.

It is difficult to
continually try to explain to our
| eaders in Phil adel phia why this is so
| nportant when other cities not only
here in the United States, but around
t he gl obe al ready understand this. So
It is up to this Council body, it is
up to our Gty |eaders, our
busi nesses, our governnment, everyone
has to get behind this. That video is
just an exanple of sone of the amazing
talent in the Cty, sone of the

amazing talent that will not be here
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If we do not go ahead and do this.
So with that, I'mgoing to
ask the Cerk to call the next panel.
THE CLERK: The next panel is
Lovett Hines, Tommy Joyner and Theo
Aronson.
COUNCI LMAN OH:  Okay. In
t hat order, Lovett Hi nes, Tommy Joyner
and Theo Aronson, |'ll ask you to
state your nane and provide us with
your testinony. Thank you very nuch.
MR. HINES: |'m Lovett Hi nes,
Artistic Director of the Phil adel phia
Clef Cub, long-termteacher in
Phi | adel phia and | was really
requesti ng support for the phenonenon
of what is happening in Philadel phia
right now As Artistic Director of
the Phil adel phia Cef Cub, the Cef
Club is one of three historical
institutions in Anerica. Buffalo,
Kansas City and Phil adel phia are the
mai n stays of the Black Misician
Uni ons, and that should be recogni zed.

It's so very, very, very
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I nportant to have historical entities
in your city that's going to be
attractive, but the nost inportant
thing, it has to be informational and
peopl e need to know about it,
especially our young people. Froma
teacher, | amjust so proud of what's
happeni ng i n Phil adel phi a now.

Phi | adel phi a nmusi ci ans are
presently on an incredible | evel of
nati onal recognition and national and
gl obal recognition. | have, nunber
one, one of ny students and | can say
that -- but not one of ny students,
it's one of the young peopl e out of
Phi | adel phia, Christian MBride,
nunber one jazz nusician of the year
and nunber one producer of the year in
jazz. A young nman, |nmmanuel W] ki ns,
nunber one in rising star, nunber four
I n established alto players. These
are just a few

Quest | ove of course, we all
know what Questlove is doing. He nmade

t hi s amazi ng, anazi ng docunentary
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1 about "Summer of Soul". And when we
2 have those kind of projects and
3 products com ng out of Phil adel phi a,
4 it's appalling that we're not
5 recognized as a nusical city. It's
6 just unbelievable. And if we can get
7 Philadel phia the City Council to feel
8 the sane kind of passion that | feel
9 about what's happening in the world
10 today, especially in our nusic
11 industry, people ask ne, they say,
12 Lovett, do you know at | east one
13 Phil adel phia nusician is playing in
14  practically every major perform ng
15 group, you know, young people we don't
16  even know about because they know
17 their names -- a young nman from GAMP,
18 M chael Woten is playing with the
19 Jonas Brothers, and those kinds of
20 things is so inpactful.
21 But the story about that is
22 the history is the nei ghborhoods.
23  These young people grew up in this
24 nei ghborhood. Wat was the factor to
25 get these young people to the point,
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education of course. The wonderful
t hi ngs that's happening at Tenple
University, University of Arts, so we
are a nmjor nmecca on nmany, nmany |evels
of produci ng young peopl e and
presenting these young people to play
and nmeke this nusic around the world
and nake an inpact in the nusic
i ndustry, and that's sonething that we
need to enbrace to help grow.

There's not a festival in
Phi | adel phia that tells our story.
There's a filmthat says, "Take ne to
the River New Ol eans", "Take ne to
the River Menphis," but it tal ks about
the whol e |ineage of that progression
of music devel opnment. We need
sonething like that, so you can see ny
passion. | hope we can share that
with Gty Council. | hope we can nake
Phi | adel phia the nmusical icon it
shoul d be.

COUNCI LMAN OH: Thank you
very much. Next |'ll ask Tonmy Joyner

to state his nanme and provide us with
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his testinony, and | believe these are
on Recommendation No. 2.

MR. JOYNER H . M nane's
Tommy Joyner. |'ma record producer,
an engi neer in Phil adel phia and al so a
club owner. | run a conpany called
M I kBoy, which | started in 1994 in
Phi | adel phia in North Philly, and it
continues today in Center City.

I'"'min a kind of unique
position in that | have a recording
studio and I'ma creative, but ny
partner and | al so opened up a venue
so we opened up in that space too and
see the anount of people who cone and
see acts. W book acts fromall over
the world. It's a small venue. It
only holds 200 people, but that's a
very good spot to see bands kind of on
t heir way up.

And we w Il see people
regul arly cone into Phil adel phia from
out si de of Phil adel phia and get hot el
roons, stay a weekend or stay several

days, and spend their noney not just
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at M| kBoy, but also in all the other
restaurants and bars in Phil adel phia
and at a hotel and really generate

I ncone for way outside the space
contai ned in our own bricks.

A few years ago, ny partner
and | al so produced a novie, and we
had the -- it's called "SIl ow
Learners,"” a romantic conedy. It
stars many people on Saturday Ni ght
Live and we took it to Tribeca Film
Festival and sold it. W got very
| ucky I guess, but it was successful.
W sold it to Sundance Filns, and it
did a theatrical run and you can still
see it today on Amazon. It was on
Netflix for two years, et cetera.

But we interfaced quite a bit
wth the FilmOfice during that tine,
and that was a really informative
thing for ne to see the anount of
noney that was available to fil nmakers
fromnot just -- from Phil adel phi a,
but from outside Phil adel phia who cane

to Philly to spend their noney.
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At the studio, we interface
with a lot of the sanme types of people
except they're in the nusic business,
not the film business. People who
conme here, Mark Ronson was in the
studios very -- well, | won't even
bother wwth his credits. But a very
fanobus nusi c producer was in the
studio just |ast week doing string
sections, recording themhere in
Phi | adel phia. And it would be very
Interesting to think that there was
maybe a tax incentive for himto do
that, not just a creative incentive.
But on the creative incentive, there's
| ots of creative incentive for people
to come to Phil adel phi a.

It was shocking to see the
slide that M. lvory presented, seeing
that we don't even rank in the top 20
searches. And you see cities |like
Asheville, North Carolina which ny
grandparents are from Asheville. 1've
been to Asheville, cool city, but it's

not a nusic town. It's not
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Phi | adel phi a.

To echo the previous
presenter's point, M. H nes, the
nunber of people in bands who are from
Phi | adel phia in everybody's touring
act, it's astonishing. |If you | ook at
all the pop acts that are out there
and you |l ook at who's in their band,
they're | oaded with Phil adel phi a
musi ci ans.  Phi | adel phia has an
I ncredi bl e nusic history and an
I ncredi bl e nusic presence. And to
t hi nk of how, you know, to | earn
t hrough this Commttee and through the
wor k that you were all doing here,

t hank you, Council man Ch.

To | earn about the tax
dol lars that are picked up, | nean we
pay them-- we pay ticket tax. So
every ticket that's bought at our
clubs, we pay a tax on it, a 5 percent
entertai nment tax. It goes right back
to the Cty. Think about the power
that that could hold to drive and to

nurture this kind of very fragile
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econony of the nusic business in

Phi |l adel phia. [It's really exciting.
To think that we could actually take
sone of those dollars and use themfor
the very comrunity which they cone
from and it only seens appropriate
too. So thanks everybody for being
here again. |'m Tommy Joyner.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you
very nuch, Tommy.

Next, 1'll ask Theo Aronson
to identify hinself. State your nane
and then provide us wth your
testinony, | believe, on
Recommendati on No. 3.

MR, ARONSON: Good norni ng.
My nane's Theo Aronson and |'ve been
working in the nusic industry for 15
years now, both as a Record Producer
and Marketing Executive at record
| abels. |I'mtestifying to ask this
Committee today to adopt the Muisic
| ndustry Task Force's recomendati ons,
and today I'd like to speak to you

specifically about pronoting
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Phi | adel phia's diverse nusic culture
in our local transportation hubs.

Pl ease i magi ne for a nonent
getting off a train at 30th Street
Station com ng up the escal ator and
hearing a G ty-sponsored gospel choir
or vocal ensenble reverberating in one
of the nost iconic train stations in
the world or walking off a plane into
an arrivals termnal and being greeted
by a local jazz trio or singer-
songwiter performng live in the
airport. These are two sinple
exanpl es that could be inplenented and
I mredi ately begin showasing to the
worl d that Philadelphia is the
original nmusic city.

Seeing nusic in these types
of transportation hubs is also
sonething |'ve experienced in both ny
busi ness and personal travels to other
cities, whether flying to Nashville
for a recording session or to Austin,
Texas for the South by Sout hwest Misic

Conf erence, Los Angeles for the
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Gramys, Chicago for Loll apal ooza
Musi ¢ Festival or to London for the
G eat Escape Music Conference, it's
al ways i medi ately clear when you're
wal ki ng off the airplane that you're
in a nusic town.

Cities like Seattle have even
taken it a step further by having a
| ocal record | abel Sub Pop Records
open a major retail location wthin
their airport. Phil adel phia has
arguably nore significant nusic
hi story than many of these cities that
we're going to be tal ki ng about today,
which is reason to provide a simlar
experience for visitors when they
arrive in Phil adel phi a.

The production and
programm ng of |ive performances in
t hese transportati on hubs al so present
an opportunity for strategic
part nershi ps with Phil adel phia's
I ncredi ble perform ng arts school s and
universities, allowng institutions

like Curtis, Tenple, Drexel,
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University of Arts to present their
students to the public in these
settings, but pronotes Philly's
musi cal diversity and also its world-
cl ass educational offerings.
There are dozens of other
progranms |i ke these that could be
I npl emented to not only stimulate and
grow the current nusic econony, but to
al so stinulate Phil adel phia's tourism
econony. And these are all exanples
of things that a newy established
musi ¢ office could oversee and manage.
|'"d like to wap up with one
ot her comment, as | set up for ny
friend and the next w tness Max
O Chester, to speak about the
redevel opnent of Signma Sound Studi os.
This particular building is one of the
| ast physical remaining pieces of
Philly's nmusic history. It was
recently in danger of being denolished
by a devel oper to nmake an apart nent
bui | di ng, but thanks to the Hi storical

Comm ssi on and the Preservati on

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




COMM TTEE ON GLOBAL OPPORTUNI TI ES
12/ 9/ 2022

31

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Al liance, it was successfully
historically designated to prevent its
dem se.

We recommend that Sigma be
redevel oped into a nulti-cultural
musi ¢ office headquarters that wll
I ncl ude a reproduction of the original
Si gma Sound Recording Studios office
for the new nusic office, a concert
venue and a gallery space with
rotating exhibits.

Sigma is worthy of being on
t he recomendations |ist because it is
an i nportant part of not only
Phi | adel phia's nusic history, but
Philly's Black nusic history which
needs to be preserved and pronoted.
| f redevel oped properly, it could give
Philly's nmusic community a honme base
to develop nore initiatives to
stinmulate the creative econony.

Having the Cty's support to
operate a new facility like this would
speak vol unes about the Gty's

commtnent to its nusical roots and
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the existing nusic community. A space
| i ke this could provide neani ngf ul
educati onal and cul tural programm ng
for the surroundi ng nei ghbor hoods and
schools with potential to generate
significant tax revenue for the Cty.
Thank you again for your consideration
of the Music Industry Task Force's
recomendations. | yield ny tine.

COUNCI LMAN OCH:  Thank you
very nmuch, Theo.

Before we go to the next
panel, | just want to note that we had
a W tness, Shane Shapiro, Ph.D,
Founder, Executive, Chairman of Sound
Di pl omacy, who was going to testify on
Recommendation 1. Unfortunately,
because of the delays and the fact
that he is in London and was
testifying out of London, he could not
remain on the call, but | wll ask the
Chair, David Ivory, if he could just
comrent briefly on Recommendation 1
before we go to the next panel.

MR | VORY: Well, what we saw
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In the Task Force overwhel m ngly,
overwhel m ngly was to establish a
Music OFfice. W just took the nodel
fromthe Philadelphia FilmOfice, saw
what inpact it had on the devel opnent
of entertainment of filnms in the City,
and it just seens |ike a very natural
progr essi on.

See, what's going on here is
that you have a great spot |ike the
Cl ef dub, you have other
organi zations like the G ammys in the
city, PMA all these different
organi zations, but there's no one
collective spot. You even have the
Phi | adel phi a Fol ks on Soci ety.
There's a | ot of these great, great
or gani zati ons.

The thing is that having an
I ndependent nusic office could really
hel p foster all of the cul mnation of
all these and have a spot where
tourists can cone, where do | want to
see nusic, what do | want to contact

or where people want to record in
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studi os, what studio would be the
best. But there's no real centralized
pl ace where people fromout of town or
even in town for that nmatter can go.
So we thought that that was an
overwhel mng first step to get this
of fice together.

| hope that explains a little
better. And Shane was going to
provi de sone anecdotal evidence, sone
actual nunbers that he's done this for
other cities in other parts of the
country and the world to show the
I npact that offices |like this have.
But of course he's in London and he
had to go, so that's unfortunate.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you
very much, David. But that testinony,
t hat recommendation is very inportant
and | think it feeds into the rest of
t he panel, so thank you very nuch for
t hat .

Cl erk, would you pl ease cal
t he next panel.

THE CLERK: Qur next panel is
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Max O Chester, Marcus Bryant and Jesse
Lundy.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  And in that
order, |I'll ask Panel 3 to state your
nanme and provide us with your
testinony begi nning with Max. Thank
you.

MR, O CHESTER. Hello, Gty
Council. How are you? |'m Max
O Chester and | own Brewerytown Beats
Record Shop in North Philadel phia. W
connection to Sigma Sound Studi os
began in 2018 when | was attending a
neeting around the corner from
Phi | adel phia's ot her fanous studi o,
309 South Broad Street, the
Phi | adel phia International Records
bui | di ng and Caneo- Par kway St udi os.

The construction had just
begun and what there is today which is
a high-rise, | began thinking about
the other studios in Philadel phia from
that sane era, and Sigma Sound was
I mredi ately at the top of ny list. So

| set off to find out what happened to
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the 212 North 12th Street Buil di ng.

| wal ked from Broad and Pi ne
to 12th and Race, and found that the
Sigma building was still standing in
relatively good shape, although it
| ooked abandoned. | spent ny ride
back to ny shop thinking about what to
do and who to call to find out nore
information on Sigma. And | have
known a little bit about historic
preservation and heard of the
Preservation Alliance of Phil adel phi a,
so that's where | decided to go first.

The initial phone call seened
to be the right one because in
Novenber 13, 2020, the Signma Sound
St udi os bui l ding won a spot on the
Phi | adel phia Register of Hi storic
Pl aces protecting the bel oved cul tural
| andmar k from denolition.

| want to speak briefly on
the history of the Sigma building.
It's inportant as the birthplace of
the Philly sound and our collective

vision for the building in the future.
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Back in 1963, The Beatles' first U S
single "She Loves You" was released in
1963 and only an edition of 1,000, and
then re-released in 1964 and it went
to No. 1 on the Billboard Charts here
in America. The single was nastered
in that 212 North 12th Street Buil di ng
under a studio called Reco-Art, and it
was released by a | ocal |abel called
Swan Records.

In 1973 at the request of Don
Cornelius, Sigma's house band MFSB
recorded the opening thene song to
Soul Train, which had recently
suppl anted Aneri can Bandstand as the
nost popul ar dance show on nati onal
tel evision. Though the show was based
i n New York, the thenme was naned
"TSOP," The Sound of Phil adel phia, and
becane a No. 1 hit and is now credited
as one of the harbingers of the disco
era.

Then in 1974, British
superstar David Bow e chose

Phi | adel phia and Sigma Studios to
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record his Young Anericans al bum

whi ch was heavily influenced by
American soul music and the Philly
sound. At a special invite from

Bow e's guitar player Carlos Al omar, a
young and t hen unknown si nger naned
Lut her Vandross traveled to

Phi | adel phi a and ended up si ngi ng
background vocal s, and subsequently

| aunching his career in nusic.

David Ivory and |lvory
Productions rented the space in the
Sigma building all throughout the
1990s, engi neering and recordi ng The
Roots' first four records from"Do You
Want Mbre" to the gramry-w nning
"Things Fall Apart." Just as soul
musi c in the 1960s was synonynous wth
Mot own Records in Detroit, Stax
Records in Menphis and Miuscl e Shoal s
Sound of Fame Studios, Phil adel phia in
the 1970s becane the undi sputed center
of soul nusic pantheon, with Sigm
Studios as its primary center of

producti on.
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The Philly sound or the sound
of Phil adel phia to nme neans |ush and
conpl ex string arrangenents, deep
grooves and beautiful songwiting.
When | sit back and thi nk about how
much this music has influenced the
world we live in today, it becones
clear to me how inportant this
building and its legacy is and why it
shoul d be preserved. W thout Signma
Sound Studi os or MFSB, which stands
for Mother, Father, Sister and
Br ot her, dance nusic and popul ar nusic
woul dn't exist in the way that we know
It today.

The di sco beat commonly known
as the four-on-the-floor was the
mai nstay of the Trammps' drummer Earl
Young t hroughout the early '70s, a
recording era. 1In 1975, a session for
the song "Bad Luck" by Harold Melvin
and the Bl ue Notes where Earl Young's
hi -hat was too loud in the recording
Is said to have established the | oud

hi -hats in disco.
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Wt hout disco, you wouldn't
have house nusic, hip-hop nmusic or pop
musi ¢, but that nmekes a great point.
Even the m stakes nmade at Sigma went
on to shape the world we know t oday.
The collective vision for the Sigm
bui l ding and the 212 North Street
building is one of a creative,
culturally diverse hub for all things
Phi | adel phia nmusic. Although it is
not | arge enough to accommbdate a
full-blown nusic dedicated or nuseum
dedi cated to the history of
Phi | adel phia nusic, we do see a
rotating exhibit space highlighting
different aspects of our rich nusical
heri t age.

We al so i magi ne the space
bei ng used for performances and events
with a nod back to the Sigma heyday
when WWMMR used to throw live on-air
performances in the building. One of
t hose original perfornmances was by a
young and rel atively piano pl ayer

naned Billy Joel.
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We see the 212 North 12th
Street building continuing that
| egacy, and once agai n becom ng a
space to nurture and support mnusicians
and artists looking to get their
start. Sonething I didn't nention
earlier, but | would like to add to ny
definition of the Philly sound, is how
sonically inportant that Studio A
roomwas at Signa.

That room made the sound, the
shape of the room the echo chanber,
the reverb, all created the Philly
sound known and | oved worl dw de. W
would i ke to recreate that roomfully
functional with the original studio
gear so that space could once again be
used for recording as well as teaching
and docunenting the history of
Phi | adel phia nusi c.

Lastly, | fully support all
the recommendati ons presented here
today by the Miusic Industry Task
Force. But specifically

Recomrendation No. 1, we are well
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aware that Gty Council and this
hearing in particular is not about
f undi ng our vi sion.

However, creating a
Phi | adel phia Music O fice that purpose
Is to facilitate and support groups
| i ke ours, we see as an essential part
nmoving forward as well as saving our
past. Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN OCH:  Thank you
very nuch.

At this time, I'll ask Marcus
Bryant to state his nane and then
identify hinself and provide us with
his testinony. Thank you.

MR, BRYANT: G eetings,
Counci |l man Ch, Chairman |vory, nenbers
of Council, Comm ttee nenbers,
col l eagues and fell ow Phil adel phi ans.
Thank you for this opportunity. | am
Marcus Bryant aka Rated Art, CEO of
Loud Series. | ama singer,
songwriter, producer who works with
John Legend, H E R, Diddy, Ludacris

and nmany ot hers.
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| currently serve as
Secretary for Philadel phia Chapter of
t he Recordi ng Acadeny. | am an
educator and an advocate for creative
arts, especially in Philadel phia, who
spent years in the Executive Ofice of
Settl ement Music School. The
Phi | adel phia Miusic Industry Task Force
I s maki ng i nportant recommendations
that | support, and there are a few |
woul d |i ke to speak to.

The first is, market the
strengths of Philadel phia's rich
musi cal history and the current boom
of music venues and artists. Philly
Is internationally recognized for its
role as the birthplace of America.
The | andmar ks and nuseuns tell the
tale of the road to independence and
the building of a nation.

Resi dents and tourists alike
flock to the Liberty Bell and wait in
line to take a picture with the Rocky
Statue at the foot of the equally

famous steps of the Phil adel phia
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Museum Art. The Gty's rich nusical
hi story, while cel ebrated, does not
hol d the sane regard, even though |ike
the United States, many of nusic's
routes grew out of Phil adel phia's
f oundat i on.

The nusic creativity of
Phi | adel phia's nusicians and artists
have gi ven the world i nmeasurabl e
I ndustry pioneers |like Ganble & Huff
who created the sound of Phil adel phi a,
Aneri can Bandstand, the Phil adel phia
O chestra and Marian Anderson shoul d
be as synonynous to Phil adel phia as
cheesest eaks and our sports fans are.

Wth the recent surge of
Philly's born and raised artists
recei ving accol ades, |ike Jazm ne
Sullivan's Gamy w n, Questlove's
Gscar and Grammy and a nunber of new
venues, every nusical act should stop
here on their tour and festivals
shoul d consider us for their hone
base.

| believe it is inperative to
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continue to lift and pronote just how
uni que our City's creative influence
of nusic is, and what it will nmean to
the world for generations to cone. |
believe it should be as prom nent as

| ndependence Hall. Renenbering our

hi story and focusing on the future of
music wll keep the inpact of Philly
conpetitive with other nmgjor nusic
hubs in the U S

Secondl y, the redevel opnent
of Sigma Sound Studi os concerning the
redevel opnent of Sigma Sound, | have a
speci al connection to Sigma. It was
one of the first mpjor studios |
recorded at. M ke and Joe Tarsia, may
they rest in peace, would allow ne to
cone in afterhours and work on nusic
at no cost.

Monments |ike this coupled
with their generosity and support help
buil d confidence in nyself as a
witer, producer and artist in the
gane propelling to eventually perform

and work with major artists locally

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




COVM TTEE ON GLOBAL OPPORTUNI TI ES 46
12/ 9/ 2022

1 and across the world. It was
2 affirmng recording in the sane studio
3 that Kenney Ganble, Leon Huff, M chael
4  Jackson, Aretha Franklin and many
5 others frequent ed.
6 As heartbreaking as it was to
/7 see Sigma Sound Studios go, | amin
8 full support of its resurrection. |
9 believe it will serve as a synbol of
10 inspiration to nmusic |overs and
11 creators. Lastly, to develop an
12 awar eness canpaign for the fair
13  conpensation for working nusicians.
14 Some venues at tines pay
15 artists and bands a low flat rate, but
16  profit multiple tinmes that in coverage
17 charges, tickets, alcohol, and food
18 sales. This is an unfair practice,
19 especially since the main draw of the
20 event is the music. Awareness
21 canpaigns wll challenge and encourage
22 the Gty's establishnment to support
23  our nusicians so that we can survive
24 while providing high-Ievel
25 entertainnment lending to the noral e of
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our Gty.

Recently there have been
steps in the right direction, but
there is still roomfor nore
| nprovenent. Misic is ingrained in
al nost every aspect of our lives and
being able to enjoy our favorite
artist live is sonmething many | ook
forward to. | know from experience
that the anount of tine, effort,
resources artists need just to prepare
for the performances outwei gh the
conpensation. Misic is essential and
change is paranmount. Thank you for
| i st eni ng.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you
very nuch.

Qur next wtness is Jesse
Lundy. Please state your nane,

I dentify yourself and provide us with
your testinony. Thank you.

MR. LUNDY: Thank you, sir.
My nane is Jesse Lundy. |'ve been a
concert pronoter in Philadel phia for

27 years now. |'ve seen the com ng
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1 and going of a lot of venues. | want
2 to first say very quickly that one of
3 the first opportunities that |I had in
4  Phil adel phia was to record in the Big
5 Room at Signa.
6 When you tal ked to people
7 about nusic in Philadel phia, it's
8 certainly at the top of nobst people's
9 list. The anount of noney that other
10 cities, that Menphis have spent
11  restoring the Stax Studi o and nuseum
12 we don't have to spend that noney. W
13 have the building. The building has
14  not been leveled and it's a very
15 inportant part. Hope you wl|
16  consider that action.
17 Primarily I'mhere to talk
18 today about parking in various venues.
19 W got very far down the road with
20 this prior to the pandemc. And I
21  Dbelieve that had the panden c not
22 happened, we woul d probably be taking
23 action on this. 1'll speak primarily
24  about the M| kBoy on Chestnut Street
25 which does not at this tinme have a

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




COMM TTEE ON GLOBAL OPPORTUNI TI ES 49
12/ 9/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

proper | oading zone at all.

Across the street is the
hospital. On the other corner is
par ki ng for scooters, which I use and
appreciate, but you can't unl oad
there. And the other corner which is
currently being renovated, the
opportunity | inmagine is there to put
a cut-out that at certain hours wll
be available to be used for loading in
and out safely.

|'ve spoken to a | ot of
different venues in town. And before
| was part of the Music |Industry Task
Force, a questionnaire was sent out to
venues to see what it was that their
needs were with this, and it's a major
consideration. Like the |ast
gentl eman said, artists are not naking
tons of noney playing any of these
roons. |'msure if you had to wal k
outside and find yourself having been
towed or a parking ticket really can
put a danper on an eveni ng.

|'"malso a nusician and |
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have done the park, run your gigantic
anplifier and all your guitars, and
try to make it back before the Parking
Aut hority gets there, and it's a
challenge. So it's a consideration
even if it's just during certain hours
or done with a placard or sonething
|i ke that, to have that consideration
for musicians nmakes a huge difference.
Li ke Tormmy Joyner said
earlier, there's a |lot of noney noving
through this town in the live concert
sector, and it's a big consideration
that | know that the nusicians would
appreciate. The last thing | want to
say really quickly is to go back to
t he idea of nusic playing when people
step off of an airplane or off a
train. That was another one that we
got really far down the road with
certainly with the airport prior to
the pandemc, and | think it sets a
certain tone for visitors to cone in
and hear Phil adel phi a nusi c.

W have a lot of really big
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bands in this town and have had since
t he beginning of tinme, so it wouldn't
be hard to put together a playlist,
which | believe Chill Mody had even
offered to put together on behalf of
us. Those three things are worth
consi deration. | appreciate your
time, and | yield ny tine.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you
very nuch.

"1l ask if any of our
Counci | mrenbers, Comm ttee nenbers,
have questions for any of the panels
we heard from Panel 2, Panel 3,
before we go to Panel 47?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN OH: There bei ng
none, we wll go to Panel 4.

Clerk, will you please cal
t he next panel.

THE CLERK: | believe
Counci | renber Harrity has a question.

COUNCI LMAN OH: Counci | menber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: (Mt ed) .
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COUNCI LMAN OH: You' re nut ed,
Counci | menber .

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: Al
right. There we go. It's nore just a
comrent. | really just want to thank
all of you for your testinony. You
know, | grew up working in a
restaurant business on South Street.
| mean, | frequented Dobbs and many
others, the Trocadero for years.
Really glad to see Signa.

| nean it is -- the
hi storical value preserving it is very
good, and I'mglad that people are
actually fighting to save our heritage
here in Philadel phia. So thank you.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you
very much, Council nmenber.

Wth that, Cerk, would you
call Panel 47?

THE CLERK: Bernard M
Resni ck, Jack McCarthy and Kerrie
Par k.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Okay. | will

note that we have witten testinony
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fromDr. Louis Anthony DeLise, but I
believe | see himon the call. Is
Dr. DeLise with us?
(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Ckay. \What
"Il do then is this, in the --

DR, DeLISE: H --

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Oh, you are

her e.
DR. DeLISE: Yes, |'m here.
COUNCI LMAN OH:  Ckay. So we
wi ||l have you on Panel 4. So what |'m
going to do -- if you're prepared. |If

not, we have your witten testinony.

But what | will dois | wll
call in the order of Bernie Resnick,
Jack McCarthy, Kerri Park and then
Loui s Ant hony DelLise. And so, Bernie,
woul d you provide us with your nane,
identify yourself and begin with your
testinony. Thank you.

MR, RESNI CK: Thank you very
much, Councilman. M nane is Bernie
Resnick. |'ma mnusician that went to

| aw school. As you can see behind ne,
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nmy instrunents are behind ne. And
i nterestingly enough, | would like to
build on what M. Lundy said a nonent
ago before | had ny prepared remarKks,
which is | was invited to play a jazz
show t onorrow eveni ng which
accept ed.

But the first question
asked when | was invited was not how
much am | being paid. It was where
can | park my car to unl oad that
gigantic instrunent w thout having to
get a parking ticket or drag it three
bl ocks down the road. So it is a
very, very inportant item and probably
as we called it in the Task Force
meetings | ow hanging fruit, sonething
that won't hurt anybody but can help a
| ot of people.

Basically, I'm an
entertai nnent | awer and nusi ci an.
|"ve practiced on this area of |aw for
35 years. My wife Sally Mdison and |
run an entertainnment law firmhere in

Phi | adel phia. [|'malso an Adjunct
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Prof essor of law at Villanova Law
School, where Sally and | teach the
course Entertainnent Law. And | serve
on nultiple task forces and Boards of
directors of organizations. |[|'ve also
been honored wth being elected to be
a nenber of the Miusic Industry Task
For ce.

The rest of ny background
"Il yield to prepared witten
testinony. | think it's better that
we listen to the other panelists
rat her than nme tal k about what |'ve
acconplished in the past. |I'm
testifying today to encourage the Gty
Council Comm ttee on @ obal
Qpportunities and the
Creative/l nnovative Econony to adopt
this Miusic Industry Task Force's
Report and Recommendations. We worked
very hard for a long tine to put this
toget her and M. DelLise, M. Ivory and
| were anong the authors of this
docunent .

The rel evant recommendati ons
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that | feel is the main reason that
City Council should adopt our
reconmendati ons i s our recommendation
to "identify sources of funding" for
sust ai ned dedicated efforts to grow
Phi | adel phia's nusic econony. For

t hose people that don't have a copy of
the report, | have copied and pasted
the full text of this recommendation
as a witten appendix to ny oral
testinony and |'ve submtted that

al ready to Council.

Since |I'mkeen to hear what
the other w tnesses have to say today
and answer questions from
Counci | renbers, | will refrain from
readi ng that section aloud. But for
remedi es, there's no dispute that the
pl ethora of arts, organizations and
cultural activities which we normally
see here at WIliam Penn's G eene
Country Towne as he called it, are a
significant contributor to
Phi | adel phia's tax base and the

region's overall value as an

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A
215-504- 4622




COMM TTEE ON GLOBAL OPPORTUNI TI ES 57
12/ 9/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

attractive tourist destination for
visitors and al so the proud hone to
mllions of souls.

So in ny opinion in order to
conpete for the tourismdollars to
retain local residents, the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a shoul d take several steps
as its guiding principles in
connection wth our recomendati ons.
First, | think the Council should
i nvest in the cultural econony by
provi di ng dedi cated funding for arts
and culture events, presenters,
venues, creators, entertainers. A
separate fully-funded i ndependent arts
fund within the CGty's budget as well
as dedicating a portion of financial
assi stance conmng fromthe federal
governnment to the creative conmunity
I s an obvious sensible investnment in
the Gty's future.

Second, allocating a portion
of the 5 percent anusenent tax where
the Gty already collects on all-for-

profit ticket sales to fund the arts,
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especially since artistic events
generate the amusenent tax in the
first place. Wy should it go into
the General Fund when it's the nusic
that's creating the paynent of the
tax. Shaving a little bit of that off
to fund an office to hel p nusicians |
think is an easy way to dedi cate sone
of the noney that the nusic industry
earns to help that industry and to
help the Gty in turn.

Third, let's create a
t axpayer funded fully-staffed arts and
cultural office charged with
devel opi ng and i npl enenti ng
programm ng, which wll entertain the
public, support the creators in the
venues and give the next generation of
creators of all backgrounds an equal
opportunity to enter the entertainnment
| ndustry.

This office could al so serve
as an anbassador, a cheerl eader and an
advocate for the rich, cultura

heritage which will continue to
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benefit the residents and the visitors
of our fair Gty. |In the spirit of
supporting nmusic and the arts of
Phi | adel phia and foll ow ng up on ny
prior testinony on various occasions
before this Committee, | also
encourage the City to fully restore
funding for the Ofice of Arts,
Culture and Creative Econony and the
Phi | adel phia Cultural Fund in their
upcom ng budgets. You know, COVID- 19
really was devastating to what all of
us had to endure in our industry.

Finally, just let nme just
suggest we all take a nonent to
remenber the | ate Phil adel phi a-born
recording artist Rakim Al en, who
perfornmed as PnB Rock. He was
recently tragically nmurdered just a
few short nonths ago, while eating
| unch with his donestic partner in
Los Angel es.

Today woul d have been Rakinis
31st birthday. Unfortunately, PnB

Rock is not the only person or even
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the only recording artist whose life
has been tragically cut short by gun
violence. |If city governnents in
Phi | adel phia, Los Angel es, Houst on,
Chi cago and many ot her places around
the nation are able to stop the
seem ngly endl ess epi dem c of
hom ci des, | would gladly trade that
for arts legislation any day of the
week.

|"m submtting witten
testinony as well and | thank you for
your tinme and consideration. And |I'm
happy to hang around to answer any
guesti ons anyone nmay have.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you
very much, Bernie.

Next up, I'Il ask Jack
McCarthy to please state your nane,
I dentify yourself and provide us with
your testinony. Thank you.

MR. McCARTHY: Well, thank
you, Councilman Ch. M/ nane's Jack
McCarthy, and I'ma |ongtine

Phi | adel phia rmusic historian and
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1 archivist. | manage maj or archival
2 projects for the Phil adel phia
3 Ochestra, which as you saw today's
4 Philadel phia Inquirer there's a big
5 article about the Orchestra donating
6 its archives to the University of
7 Pennsylvania. | was heavily invol ved
8 in that project.
9 But |'ve al so nanaged nmj or
10 projects for the Mann Music Center,
11  historical and archival projects, the
12 Phi | adel phia Jazz Legacy Project. |
13 wite and lecture, did wal king tours,
14 curate exhibits on Phil adel phia nusic
15 history, which |I've been doing for
16 over 40 years. So | have a rea
17  passion for this subject.
18 | would like to point out a
19 few aspects of Philadelphia's really
20 rich nmusic history that haven't been
21  touched on too nuch in today's
22 testinony. One is going back to the
23 late 18th century, Phil adel phia was
24 not just the political, but also the
25 cultural capital of the young United
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12/ 9/ 2022
St at es.
Al'l of the great nusicians
were here in Philadelphia. It was

| i ke the equival ent of what New York
is or Los Angeles is today. W were
the epicenter of nusic in Anerica at
that time. So we have this rich
hi story goi ng back hundreds of years.
And sone ot her aspects that haven't
been pointed out, the Phil adel phia
Orchestra fromits founding in 1900
until the present has been
acknow edged worl dw de as one of the
nost innovative, artistically,
virtuoso ensenbles in the whole world
and responsi ble for a nunber of
gr oundbr eaki ng i nnovati ons over the
course of history with Leopold
St okowski, and Eugene O mandy as
conductors, and the current conductor
Yanni ck Nézet-Séguin is continuing
that tradition

Phi | adel phia jazz nusi ci ans
such as John Coltrane, Dizzy

Gllespie, McCoy Tyner and a host of
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others literally transfornmed the
direction of jazz in the '50s and
'60s. O hers have testified about
Phi | adel phia I nternati onal Records and
its inportance.

Ameri can Bandstand was based
here in the |ate '50s, early '60s.
That was the single nost influential
and popul ar program for popul ar nusic
In Anerica. So the whole popul ar
musi c industry, its epicenter really
was Phil adel phia both in the late '50s
and early '60s and then again in the
'*70s with Phil adel phia International
Records and all of their artists. So
we have a nusical history that is
unpar al | el ed.

And there was this testinony
about these other cities pronoting
t hensel ves as nusic centers. W have
the bare bones of the history. It
just has not been properly pronoted in
an organi zed sort of conprehensive
way. As a nusic historian, | make a

poi nt of visiting all the great nusic
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cities in Anerica, Nashville, Menphis,
New Orl eans. They have this whol e
ecosystem of nuseuns and tours and
historic sites and activities you can
do.

So they have these very
vibrant, live, current nusic scenes,
but it's also based on this rich
hi story they exploit. W have the
bare bones of all of that. W just
have not pronoted it effectively in an
organi zed conprehensive sort of
col | aborative way.

So Phi |l adel phia has all the
i ngredients to be one of the great
music cities of the world, it is one,
It just hasn't been properly
exploited. So | highly endorse all of
t he recomendations just knowi ng this
phenonenal history that is not really
bei ng properly pronoted.

The last thing | want to say
Is in ny research, | have discovered
sonething interesting. Philadel phia

had a Munici pal Bureau of Miusic. From
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1929 to 1932, Mayor Mackey created
this Bureau in late 1928. It took
office in 1929. It did amazing
things. But then with the G eat
Depressi on of 1932, there was j ust
massi ve cutting of City services, so
it sort of fell under the ax.

But for three years we had a
Muni ci pal Bureau of Miusic. They did
amazi ng things. They brought nusic to
nei ghbor hoods. They sponsored
concerts. They had a nunicipal nusic
car which went around to different
nei ghbor hoods. They had records to
play and they held dances and parti es,
and their really crowni ng achi evenent
I's the Robin Hood Dell.

They were the organi zation
that really took up the banner to
create an outdoor nusic venue for the
Phi | adel phia Orchestra, which becane
t he Robin Hood Dell, which |ater
nor phed into the Mann Music Center.
So there's precedent. 100 years ago

we had a Phil adel phia Music O fice.
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We had a phenonenal history. W had
all of the infrastructure. W just
need a coordi nati ng agency to sort of
put it all together in an effective
way .

So I highly recoomend all of
the -- oh, there's the nunicipal nusic
car. Thank you for sharing that. But
| hope to see ny great Gty whose
musi c i s such a passionate issue for
nme really being properly pronoted
t hroughout the world. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you
very much. And quite frankly, | just
| ear ned sonething. So thank you very
much for that.

What |'mgoing to do is our
| ast witness is actually Kerri Park.
| know that | called on Dr. Deli se,
but he has submtted witten
testinony. |If he'd like to make a
coment, if not, it's perfectly fine.

But I will ask because Ron
Ashe is not available, if the Chair,

David Ivory, Chair of the Misic Task
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Force woul d just sunmarize for us
after Kerri Park's testinony,
Recommendati ons 8 and 9.

Wth that, 1'lIl ask Kerri
Park to please state your nane,
I dentify yourself and provide us wth
your testinony. Thank you.

M5. PARK: Thank you so nuch.
Good norning. M nane is Kerri Park
and | amthe General Manager of World
Cafe Live, which is the independent
| ive music and conmunity venue that's
been operating out of West Philly
since 2004. 1'malso a nenber of the
Cty's Arts and Cultural Task Force as
wel |l as the current regional chapter
| eader of NI VA, the Nati onal
| ndependent Venue Associ ation, that
was formed in April of 2020 at the
onset of the pandem c to represent
| ndependent venues and pronoters
across the country to ensure their
viability.

| want to say a quick thank

you to the Council nenbers on the
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d obal Opportunity and
Creative/lnnovative Econony Committee
and their hard-working staff. W
really appreciate your commtnent to
our City and your tinme here this
nmor ni ng.

Thank you also to the widely
talented and commtted peers of mne
contributing on and of f screen today.
| agree, Council nenber Onh, | also
can't believe how nuch | |earned today
just in this testinony. Surely, you
understand by now fromall this
i nformation shared thus far, the
prioritization and strategy of
resources around the nusic industry in
Phi | adel phia is at a critical point of
| nport ance.

To echo the sentinent from
Theo Aronson who stated earlier,

Phi | adel phia is the original nusic
city, but only we know of it and we
are years behind other cities who have
chosen to put the tinme, effort and

funds in supporting and pronoting
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their |arger nusic econony.

As prior testinony has
I dentified, we have a robust nusical
past, present and nost inportantly
future that nust be fortified nowto
preserve what has been. Support all
of the incredible work happening right
now, and al so pave the road for what's
next and in the horizon for the next
gener ati on.

What these recommendati ons
presented today al so highlight is that
resources placed around nusic city
priorities have a nmultiplied inpact
that truly benefits al
Phi | adel phians. Wth ny work at the
Nati onal | ndependent Venue
Associ ation, we were able to gather
mass support to pass the Shuttered
Venue Operators G ant Programthat
provided $16.5 billion in federal
funding to pull the independent |ive
musi ¢ community through the worst of
the pandemc. 137 mllion of those

dol lars canme directly to Phil adel phia
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organi zations to hel p them reopen.

Through that effort, we
| earned three very inportant key
t akeaways that | urge Cty Council to
keep in mnd as you consider what's
next for Philadel phia. First and
forenost, a thriving nusic scene
defi nes why people want to live, work
and travel to a city. |ndependent
venues and pronoters are not just
cul tural necessities. W are also
fierce economc drivers with an
estimated 12-tinmes nultiplier back
into the general econony for every
dollar spent within live nusic
busi nesses.

Second, breaki ng down the
wal | using nonprofit and for-profit
entities when it conmes to coalition
bui | di ng and providing support is
absolutely essential to success. Both
si des need support and nust work
together to shared goals. W're doing
the sane thing. W just do it

di fferent ways, and we have to work
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t oget her.

And honestly to put it
si mply, shared nusic experiences stay
with you no matter your background.
The inpact of those nonents cross
every single line that would otherw se
divide us. \Whether you live for nusic
in everything that you do or you j ust
support smal | business devel opnent.
And honestly anything in between,
i nvestnent in the nusic industry is
ultimately investnent in people, and
at this point is support for the very
soul of Phil adel phi a.

Creative econom es do not get
created overnight. And we can
deli berately decide to invest and
expand on our incredible foundation
with these recommendati ons fromthe
Musi ¢ I ndustry Task Force and beyond
or honestly will fall farther behind
and eventually face col | apse of
everything that has been built thus
far.

Prioritizing arts and culture
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and the people that nmake those
possible in our funding in our City
wi Il have a positive inpact for
generations. Misic isn't what we do.
It's who we are and it's honestly
beyond tine to tell the world. Thank
you and | appreciate the tine today.

COUNCI LMAN OH: Thank you
very nuch.

At this time, I'll ask the

Chair David Ivory to provide us

coment ary on Reconmendati ons 8 and 9.

Thank you very nuch.

MR. I VORY: Sure. Again,
li ke we were tal king about earlier,
sone | ow hanging fruit that | think
woul d be very easy to acconplish. W
wanted to -- No. 8 was to create hubs
for nmusic and concert pronotion
material. \Wat happens currently is
everybody puts posters on tel ephone
pol es, lightposts, on the side of
buildings. It's trashy, they fall
down, creates litter.

One of our ideas was to
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create kiosks in certain areas where
there's nusic venues, like say in
Northern Liberties or on the canpus of
Drexel where we can have ki osks that
show and pronote these individual
shows just |ike posters but actually
in digital formats where it can be
upl oaded and agai n naybe the nusic
of fice can handle this or what have
you, but a way that we can elimnate
litter but yet have centralized places
| i ke, hey, what's happeni ng tonight.
Wl |, that kiosk down there has pretty
much everything that's going on in the
Cty. And | think it would be a great
way to help foster that.

And No. 9, again anot her
| ow- hanging fruit we feel is to
encour age nusi c performance venues to
cater to all ages. Now, | know
there's insurance issues that deal
wth this, but if there's ways we can
create certain shows for younger
peopl e under 21, we feel that that

would be a really great way to get the
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next generation into the venues, the
next generation hearing the nusic, and
t hose kinds of things. And | think
it's done in a lot of the cities other
than ours, and | would hope we can do
nore of that. So that's basically 8
and 9 as far as a little detail for
you.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you
very much, David |vory.

| do have the testinony of
Dr. Louis Anthony DelLise. Dr. Delise,
woul d you |Iike to make any comments or
are you going to rest on your witten
testi nony?

DR DeLISE: | will rest on
ny witten testinony, except to add
that I would certainly endorse the
adoption of the recommendati ons of the
Task Force. Philadelphia is
undoubtedly at the center of nusic
activity in the United States and has
been for many, many years, going back
hundreds of years as ny col |l eagues

have testifi ed.
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W have a gem W have a
shining light in the nusic industry
t hat we hide under a bushel. W need
to let that light shine and let the
rest of the world know who we are. In
doing so, it will not only benefit we
who nmake nusic our |ives, not our
i vel i hoods, but our Ilives.

W will benefit the entirety
of the United States and specifically
Phi | adel phia. Thank you very nuch,

Counci | man Ch, for your support of our

art.

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Thank you
very much

| believe that this concludes
our panels. | wll ask the nenbers of

the Committee if they have any
questions for any of the panelists who
have testified?
(No response.)
COUNCI LMAN OH: | believe
there are none fromwhat | can tell.
And | will ask the Cerk if there are

any questions to |l et ne know.
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1 At this point, | believe
2 there is no one who has signed up for
3 public testinony. Am| correct,
4 Cerk?
S THE CLERK: Correct, yes.
6 COUNCI LMAN OH Al right.
7 Thank you very nuch.
8 There being no further
9 wtnesses and no one fromthe public
10 who would |like to nmake comment, | want
11 to thank all the panels and w tnesses
12 for their participation today. W
13 val ue your opinions. W value your
14  expert testinony and your hard worKk.
15 | nowinvite all panels and
16 wi tnesses to disconnect after | close
17 fromthe neeting before we go into a
18 public neeting, because at the public
19 neeting we'll be voting to adopt this
20 report and its recomendati ons.
21 | do want to nmake a brief
22 statenent. About seven or eight years
23  ago, | went to Korea at nmy own
24  expense. One of the things | didis |
25 met wth the creative industry people
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1 there. It was not hard. | just had
2 towite aletter, |'m Council man
3 David Oh from Phil adel phia and I'd
4 like to neet you. And |o and behold
5 they said, we're happy to neet you.
6 And | went to neet the film
7 people and the K-pop people -- they
8 were not as big as they are today --
9 wth the idea that we woul d establish
10 a col |l aborati on between Phil adel phi a
11  songwriters and producers wth what
12 was then sonething i merging called
13 K-pop. And | learned at the tinme how
14 K-pop was tied into K-drama and
15 K-television and every K thing that
16 they were doing.
17 | really bring that up
18 because | first visited Korea, |
19 think, in 1986. |It's a very, very
20 different country, economcally, not
21 really devel oped, and |I've seen the
22  transformation over a period of tine.
23 But one of the things they were not,
24  they were not a filmindustry or a
25 nusic industry. There was no real --
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ot her than Korean traditional nusic
and basically, they really didn't
follow the copywite | aws and things
i ke that.

Alittle country |ike Korea
far off the travel path of where you
expected the world's nusic to cone
fromis now a nusic giant. And that
story, certainly everyone on this cal
does know that, but the public does
not. Wat | would say is they're
smart enough to understand where their
econony is going to be built, how they
wi Il engage in the gl obal econony and
what they don't have.

What they don't have is oil.
They don't have mnerals. They don't
have natural resources. They don't
have wood. Wiat they have is a | ot of
intelligent, creative people who are
interested in getting into the
creative arts econony. Anong ot her
t hi ngs, they invested in the human
bei ngs that nake up their popul ation,

Sonet hi ng we shoul d be doi ng.
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It is sonething we have a
gi ant headstart on. W have all the
resources and abilities. If we don't
do that, it's just a horrendous thing
for us not to do. Not just for the
econony and the jobs and all that
which is so inportant, but just the
peopl e who are not going to be able to
have a sense of hopel essness about
bei ng the kind of person they want to
be, at least not in this Cty. They
woul d have to travel sone pl ace el se.

It is sonething that | think
we should not be struggling with as a
Cty. W should invest. And | hope
that is sonething that this report and
the creation of a pernmanent nusic
office and the centralization of
expertise outside of politics adjust
the music and the nusic professionals
| eading the way in all the areas of
the arts as well wll be so inpactful
for us.

So with that, I'll say that

this concludes the public hearing of
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1 the Committee. W will nowgo into
2 our public neeting to consider the
3 action to be taken on this bill before
4 this Conmittee today. Thank you very
5  nuch.
6 MR. | VORY: Thank you,
7 Councilman Ch. W appreciate it.
8 MR. ARONSON: Thank you to
9 all the Council nmen and Counci | wonren.
10  Thank you very nuch.
11 MR, O CHESTER: Thank you
12 very nmuch. Thank you.
13 COUNCI LMAN CH: Thank vyou.
14 At this time, 1'lIl ask the Cerk to
15 please call roll to take attendance.
16 Menbers that you are in attendance,
17 will you please indicate that you are
18 present when your nane is called.
19 Al so, please say a few brief
20 words when respondi ng so that imge
21 will be displayed on screen when you
22  speak.
23 THE CLERK: Chairperson Onh.
24 COUNCI LMAN OH:  Present.
25 THE CLERK: Vi ce- Chai rperson
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Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Good
afternoon. | am present.

THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Squi | | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: | am
present.

THE CLERK: Counci |l menber
G | nore Ri chardson.
(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | menber

Thomas.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Lozada.
(No response.)
THE CLERK: Counci | menber
Harrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Present.

THE CLERK: And,
Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL: Good
afternoon. Present.

THE CLERK: W have a quorum

as we did at the beginning of the

LEXI TAS LEGAL/ PHI LADELPHI A

215-504- 4622




COMM TTEE ON GLOBAL OPPORTUNI TI ES 82
12/ 9/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

heari ng.

At this tinme a quorum bei ng
present, the Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Bass for a notion on the
Fi nal Report and Recommendati ons of
t he Phil adel phia Miusic Industry Task
For ce.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: Thank
you, M. Chairman. One nonent pl ease.
| nove that the Final Report and
Recommendat i ons of the Phil adel phi a
Musi ¢ I ndustry Task Force be adopted
and issued by this Committee to the
Counci | .

COUNCI LMAN OH: Can | have a
second?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Second.

COUNCI LMAN CH:  Thank you.

It has been noved and properly
seconded that the Final Report and
Recommendat i ons of the Phil adel phia
Musi ¢ I ndustry Task Force be adopted
and be issued by this Commttee to the
Counci | .

All those in favor of the
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notion wll signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN OH:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN OH: The ayes have
it and the notion carries.

The Report will be issued by
this Conmttee to the Council. At
that time, the Whole Council will vote
on adopting this Recormendation. It's
a long time comng. | think seven
years since we started this and years
after.

| thank you all for your
expertise for being involved in this
t hroughout the years, and | hope this
marks a very inportant mlestone in
t he devel opnent of nusic and the
creative arts econony here in
Phi | adel phi a.

Thi s concl udes the business
before this Commttee on G obal
Qpportunities and the

Creativel/l nnovative Econony today.
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Thank you all very nuch for your

attendance. Have a great rest of the

day.

you,

you,

you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank
Chai rman. Good j ob.

COUNCI LMAN OH: Thank you.
COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:  Thank

Chai r man.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:  Thank

MR, O CHESTER: Thank you.

(Comm ttee on G obal

Qpportunities and the

Creative/l nnovative Econony concl uded

at 12:21 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

|, hereby certify that the
proceedi ngs and evi dence noted are contai ned
fully and accurately in the stenographic
notes taken by nme in the foregoing matter,
and this is a correct transcript of the

sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcript does not apply to any reproduction
of the sanme by any neans, unl ess under the
direct control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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