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2               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Good

3     afternoon, everyone.  Welcome to our

4     Streets and Services Committee hearing.

5     We do have a quorum.  To my left,

6     Councilmember Taubenberger, Councilmember

7     Greenlee.  To my right, Councilwoman

8     Quinones-Sanchez and Councilman Johnson.

9               For the record, we are holding

10     Bill No. 190907, 190908, and 190909.

11               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

12     title of the next bill.

13               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 190904, an

14     ordinance establishing a no truck parking

15     regulation on Brown Street between North

16     22nd Street and Corinthian Street, both

17     sides.

18               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Is there

19     anybody testifying on Bill No. 190904?

20               (No response.)

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

22     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

23     title of the next bill.

24               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 190899, an

25     ordinance amending Section 9-212 of The
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2     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Newsstands,"

3     by revising requirements for sales,

4     design, and advertising; all under

5     certain terms and conditions.

6               (Witnesses approached witness

7     table.)

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

9     Please state your name for the record and

10     proceed with your testimony.

11               MS. ADAMO:  Good afternoon,

12     Chairperson Squilla and members of the

13     Committee on Streets and Services.  My

14     name is Sarah Adamo and I'm the

15     Legislative Affairs Manager for the

16     Department of Licenses and Inspections.

17     I am here to provide testimony on Bill

18     No. 190899, which, if enacted, will amend

19     Section 9-212 of The Philadelphia Code,

20     entitled "Newsstands."

21               If enacted, the bill will allow

22     newsstands to provide bill-paying

23     services and sell tickets to museums and

24     other local attractions.  It will

25     increase the allowable advertising area
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2     on the sidewalk side of newsstands.  It

3     will provide allowances for additional

4     projections under certain conditions, and

5     it will permit public art to be displayed

6     atop of the newsstand.

7               The Department has no objection

8     to this bill and is prepared to enforce

9     its provisions should it become law.

10               Thank you for the opportunity

11     to provide the Department's testimony.  I

12     am happy to answer any questions at this

13     time.

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

15     Sarah.

16               Steve, would you like to state

17     your name for the record and then proceed

18     with your testimony.

19               MR. LORENZ:  Good afternoon,

20     Chairperson Squilla and members of the

21     Committee on Streets and Services.  My

22     name is Steve Lorenz and I am the Chief

23     Highway Engineer for the Streets

24     Department.  Today I am here to provide

25     testimony on Bill No. 190899, which, if
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2     enacted, will amend Section 9-212 of The

3     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Newsstands."

4               If enacted, the bill would

5     allow newsstands to provide bill-paying

6     services and sell tickets to museums and

7     other local attractions.  It would

8     increase the allowable advertising area

9     on the sidewalk side of the newsstand.

10     It would provide allowances for

11     additional projections under certain

12     conditions, and it will permit public art

13     to be displayed atop of the newsstand.

14               The Department has concerns

15     regarding the projection of the awning at

16     36 inches and vertical clearance at 6

17     feet.  We feel that this would impede the

18     pedestrian walkway, further congesting

19     our sidewalks.  The Department recommends

20     the awning be no greater than 30 inches

21     in the projection from the newsstand and

22     have a vertical clearance of 7 feet.

23               It is my understanding that the

24     7 feet has been amended a couple hours

25     ago.
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2               Thank you for the opportunity

3     to provide the Department's testimony.  I

4     am happy to answer any questions at this

5     time.

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

7     for your testimony.

8               Councilmember Greenlee.

9               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

10     you, Mr. Chairman.  Just quickly, as

11     Mr. Lorenz said, we are going to have an

12     amendment to push the clearance up to 7

13     feet.  Talking to the newsstand people,

14     they thought the 36 inches was still

15     needed for what they want to do as far as

16     protecting against sun, and it would only

17     be in certain sections where the Streets

18     Department would approve it.  So we think

19     that's a fair compromise.  And also the

20     Law Department raised issues about the

21     art display on the top of the stand, some

22     First Amendment issues, which I frankly

23     don't understand, but the newsstand

24     people have agreed to take that part out

25     of the bill.  So that will not be
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2     included in the bill.

3               Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

5               Are there any other questions?

6               (No response.)

7               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

8     none, is there anybody else here to

9     testify on Bill No. 190899, as amended?

10               (No response.)

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

12     none, thank you so much for your

13     testimony.

14               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

15     title of the next bill.

16               MR. LORENZ:  Thank you.

17               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 190905, an

18     ordinance amending Section 9-205 of The

19     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Sidewalk

20     Sales," by allowing for sidewalk sales

21     near the intersection of Cottman Avenue

22     and Bustleton Avenue.

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

24     proceed, Sarah.

25               MS. ADAMO:  Good afternoon.  My
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2     name is Sarah Adamo.  I'm the Legislative

3     Affairs Manager for the Department of

4     Licenses and Inspections.  Today I'm here

5     to provide testimony on Bill No. 190905,

6     which, if enacted, will amend Section

7     9-205 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

8     "Sidewalk Sales."

9               The bill would permit vendors

10     to exhibit, display, offer for sale or

11     sell goods, wares or merchandise at the

12     south side of Cottman Avenue between

13     Bustleton Avenue and Bradford Street and

14     on the east side of Bustleton Avenue

15     between Cottman Avenue and Saint Vincent

16     Street.  Up to three vendors would be

17     permitted in each of these locations.

18     The Code currently prohibits this

19     activity within the entire Sixth

20     Councilmanic District.

21               The Department has no objection

22     to this bill and is prepared to enforce

23     its provisions should it become law.

24               Thank you for the opportunity

25     to provide the Department's testimony.  I
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2     am happy to answer questions at this

3     time.

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

5     Sarah, for your testimony.

6               Any questions?

7               (No response.)

8               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

9     none, is there anyone else to testify on

10     Bill No. 190905?

11               (No response.)

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

13     none, thank you for your testimony.

14               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

15     title of the next bill.

16               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 190939, an

17     ordinance amending Section 9-205 of The

18     Philadelphia Code, entitled "Sidewalk

19     Sales," by providing an exception to the

20     vending prohibition encompassing the

21     vicinity of the intersection of Lindbergh

22     Boulevard and 84th Street, all under

23     certain terms and conditions.

24               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

25     proceed.
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2               MS. ADAMO:  Good afternoon.  My

3     name is Sarah Adamo.  Today I'm here to

4     provide testimony on Bill No. 190939,

5     which, if enacted, will amend Section

6     9-205 of The Philadelphia Code, entitled

7     "Sidewalk Sales."

8               If enacted, the bill would

9     permit vending of fresh fruits and

10     vegetables in the vicinity of the

11     northeast corner of the intersection of

12     Lindbergh Boulevard and 84th Street,

13     whereas vending is currently prohibited

14     in that area.

15               The Department has no objection

16     to this bill and is prepared to enforce

17     its provisions should it become law.

18               Thank you for the opportunity

19     to provide the Department's testimony.  I

20     am happy to answer questions at this

21     time.

22               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

23               Any questions?

24               (No response.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing
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2     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

3     No. 190939?

4               (No response.)

5               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

6     none, thank you for your testimony.

7               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

8     title of the next bill.

9               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 190555, an

10     ordinance authorizing the revision of

11     lines and grades on a portion of City

12     Plan No. 270 by placing on the City Plan

13     Sigma Way from Erdrick Street to

14     Tackawanna Street, northeast of Vankirk

15     Street, and Tackawanna Street from

16     Vankirk Street to Sigma Way, northwest of

17     Erdrick Street, under certain terms and

18     conditions, including the dedication to

19     the City of the beds of said Sigma Way

20     and Tackawanna Street.

21               (Witnesses approached witness

22     table.)

23               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

24     proceed.

25               MR. MORELLI:  Good afternoon,
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2     Chairperson Squilla and members of the

3     Committee.  My name is Frank Morelli,

4     Survey Bureau Manager for the Department

5     of Streets, and the Department of Streets

6     would like to offer the following

7     testimony on Bill No. 190555.

8               This is not an Administration

9     ordinance, but an ordinance requested by

10     Mr. Natanel Levi of Santech Construction

11     Corporation.

12               The purpose of this proposed

13     ordinance is to authorize the placing on

14     City Plan of Sigma Way from Erdrick

15     Street to Tackawanna Street, northeast of

16     Vankirk Street, and Tackawanna Street

17     from Vankirk Street to Sigma Way,

18     northwest of Erdrick Street.  This action

19     is part of a proposed residential

20     development consisting of 32 new row

21     house units.

22               This ordinance is supported by

23     the Department of Streets and is

24     recommended to your Committee for

25     favorable action.
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2               I thank you for the opportunity

3     to testify before you today and would be

4     pleased to answer any questions you may

5     have.

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

7               Sarah.

8               MS. CHIU:  Good afternoon,

9     Chairman Squilla and members of the

10     Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu, City Planner

11     with the Philadelphia City Planning

12     Commission.  I'm here to testify on Bill

13     No. 190555, which was introduced by

14     Councilmember Sanchez on June 13th, 2019.

15               Bill No. 190555 will place two

16     new public streets, Tackawanna Street and

17     Sigma Way, on the City Plan.  These two

18     streets will have a right-of-way width of

19     48 feet and will be constructed to meet

20     the City's standards and dedicated to the

21     City.  These two new public streets are

22     part of the proposed residential

23     development consisting of 32

24     single-family attached dwelling units.

25               At its meeting on October 15th,
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2     2019, the City Planning Commission

3     recommended Bill No. 190555 for approval.

4               I will be happy to answer any

5     questions you have.

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you,

7     Sarah.

8               Any questions?

9               (No response.)

10               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

11     none, is there anyone else here to

12     testify on Bill No. 190555?

13               (No response.)

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

15     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

16     title of the next bill.

17               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 190915, an

18     ordinance authorizing the revision of

19     lines and grades on a portion of City

20     Plan No. 195 by striking from the City

21     Plan and vacating a dead-end portion of

22     Cumberland Street extending from Beach

23     Street to a terminus southeastwardly

24     therefrom, reserving and placing on the

25     City Plan a right-of-way for sewer and



Committee on Streets and Services
December 2, 2019

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 15

1      12/2/19 - STREETS - BILL 190555, ETC.

2     drainage purposes within a portion of

3     Cumberland Street being stricken, and

4     plotting on the City Plan a right-of-way

5     for sewer and drainage purposes extending

6     from the said terminus of Cumberland

7     Street to the Pierhead Line of the

8     Delaware River and authorizing acceptance

9     of the grant to the City of the said

10     right-of-way being reserved, under

11     certain terms and conditions.

12               MR. MORELLI:  Good afternoon,

13     Chairperson Squilla and members of the

14     Committee.  My name is Frank Morelli,

15     Survey Bureau Manager for the Department

16     of Streets, and the Department of Streets

17     would like to offer the following

18     testimony on Bill No. 190915.

19               This is not an Administration

20     ordinance, but an ordinance requested by

21     Mr. Ronald Patterson of Klehr, Harrison,

22     Harvey and Branzburg, representing Beach

23     Street Corporation.

24               The purpose of this ordinance

25     is to authorize the striking from the
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2     City Plan and vacating of a dead-end

3     portion of Cumberland Street which

4     extends from Beach Street to a terminus

5     approximately 34 feet southeastwardly

6     therefrom.  A right-of-way for sewer and

7     drainage purposes will be reserved within

8     a portion of Cumberland Street being

9     stricken in order to encompass the

10     existing two 6 feet by 11.5 feet

11     stormwater conduits in this area.  The

12     proposed ordinance will also authorize

13     the plotting on City Plan of an already

14     existing right-of-way for sewer and

15     drainage purposes which extends from the

16     existing terminus of Cumberland Street

17     southeastwardly to the Delaware River.

18     These actions will facilitate development

19     of a proposed multi-family residential

20     and commercial project covering 24 acres,

21     including a total of 1,096 residential

22     units.

23               This ordinance is supported by

24     the Department of Streets and is

25     recommended to your Committee for
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2     favorable action.

3               I thank you for the opportunity

4     to testify before you today and would be

5     pleased to answer any questions you may

6     have.

7               MS. CHIU:  Good afternoon,

8     Chairman Squilla and members of the

9     Committee.  I am Sarah Chiu, City Planner

10     with the Philadelphia City Planning

11     Commission.  I'm here to testify on Bill

12     No. 190915, which was introduced by

13     Councilmember Squilla on November 14th,

14     2019.

15               Bill No. 190915 will strike 34

16     feet portion of existing dead-end of

17     Cumberland Street south of Beach Street.

18     This portion of Cumberland Street is not

19     physically paved, not open for public

20     traffic.  This action is to facilitate

21     the Beach Street residential development,

22     which consists of four multi-family

23     buildings for approximately 848 units,

24     248 townhomes with associated parking,

25     two amenity buildings, landscaping areas,
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2     and stormwater management areas.

3               The City Planning Commission is

4     scheduled to consider this bill at its

5     meeting on December 11th with a staff

6     recommendation for approval.

7               I will be happy to answer

8     questions you may have.

9               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank you

10     for your testimony.

11               Any questions?

12               (No response.)

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

14     none, anybody else here to testify on

15     Bill No. 190915?

16               (No response.)

17               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

18     none, thank you so much.

19               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

20     title of the next bill.

21               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 190900, an

22     ordinance authorizing the Pennsylvania

23     Department of General Services to

24     construct, own, and maintain a proposed

25     set of non-standard bollards at 1503A-11
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2     Arch Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102, all

3     under certain terms and conditions.

4               (Witness approached witness

5     table.)

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

7     proceed.

8               MS. CHIU:  Good afternoon,

9     Chairman Squilla and members of the

10     Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu, City Planner

11     with the Philadelphia City Planning

12     Commission.  I'm here to testify on Bill

13     No. 190900, which was introduced by

14     Councilmember Greenlee for Council

15     President Clarke on November 14th, 2019.

16               Bill No. 190900 will place

17     non-standard bollards along the curblines

18     of Arch Street and North 15th Street.

19     All of these bollards will be 18 inches

20     from the curblines within the existing

21     furnishing zones.

22               The City Planning Commission is

23     scheduled to consider this bill at its

24     meeting on December 11th with a staff

25     recommendation for approval.
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2               I will be happy to answer any

3     questions at this time.

4               MR. RENFRO:  Good afternoon,

5     Chairman Squilla and members of the

6     Streets and Services Committee.  My name

7     is Christopher Renfro, an Engineering

8     Supervisor with the Department of

9     Streets, here to offer testimony on Bill

10     No. 190900.

11               This bill authorizes the owner

12     to construct, own, and maintain a set of

13     proposed non-standard bollards at the

14     property, all under certain terms and

15     conditions.

16               The Department of Streets is

17     not opposed to this proposed set of

18     non-standard bollards, as it improves

19     pedestrian safety and maintains a clear,

20     passable sidewalk pathway on both North

21     15th Street and Arch Street, which meets

22     the required Complete Streets walking

23     zone minimum width.

24               Thank you for your time.  This

25     concludes my testimony, and I'm pleased
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2     to answer any questions you may have.

3               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

4     for your testimony.

5               Any questions?

6               (No response.)

7               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

8     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

9     No. 190900?

10               (No response.)

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

12     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

13     title of the next bill.

14               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 190901, an

15     ordinance authorizing MMB Contractors,

16     Inc. to construct, own and maintain

17     hardscaped patios, an accessible ramp,

18     and planter boxes at 2225 Spring Garden

19     Street, Philadelphia, PA, all under

20     certain terms and conditions.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

22     proceed.

23               MS. CHIU:  Is there amended

24     bill for this one, 901?

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Yes.  Do
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2     you have testimony on the amendment?

3               MS. CHIU:  On the amendment.

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Yes.

5     Okay.

6               MS. CHIU:  So good afternoon,

7     Chairman Squilla and members of the

8     Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu, City Planner

9     with the Philadelphia City Planning

10     Commission.  I'm here to testify on Bill

11     No. 190901 amended, which was introduced

12     by Councilmember Greenlee for Council

13     President Clarke on November 14th, 2019.

14               Bill No. 190901 amended will

15     permit the construction of hardscaped

16     patios, an accessible ramp, and planter

17     boxes at 2225 Spring Garden Street.

18     Spring Garden Street is classified as an

19     urban arterial street type, which

20     requires a minimum 10 feet of walking

21     zone space and 4 feet furnishing zone.

22     The proposed patios and planters will

23     meet the requirements per Complete Street

24     policy.

25               The Planning Commission is
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2     scheduled to consider this bill at its

3     meeting on December 11th with a staff

4     recommendation for approval.

5               I will be happy to answer

6     questions you have.

7               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

8               Chris, please proceed.

9               MR. RENFRO:  Good afternoon,

10     Chair Squilla and members of the Streets

11     and Services Committee.  My name is

12     Christopher Renfro, an Engineering

13     Supervisor with the Department of

14     Streets, here to offer testimony on Bill

15     No. 190901.

16               This bill authorizes the owner

17     to construct, own and maintain various

18     encroachments at the subject property,

19     all under certain terms and conditions.

20               The Department of Streets is

21     not opposed to these proposed various

22     encroachments as it is proposed to be

23     amended since it provides a clear

24     pedestrian enhancement and the owner has

25     agreed to maintain a 10 foot walking zone
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2     clear, passable sidewalk pathway as well

3     as a 4 foot furnishing zone on Spring

4     Garden Street in accordance with

5     Philadelphia Code Chapter 11-901 and

6     Complete Street standards for minimum

7     widths.

8               Thank you for your time.  This

9     concludes my testimony and I'm pleased to

10     answer any questions you may have.

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

12     for your testimony.

13               Any questions?

14               (No response.)

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

16     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

17     No. 190901?

18               (No response.)

19               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

20     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

21     title of the next bill.

22               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 190903, an

23     ordinance authorizing Aspen Operations,

24     LLC to install, own, and maintain an

25     open-air sidewalk cafe at 741 North 23rd
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2     Street, Philadelphia, PA 19130, all under

3     certain terms and conditions.

4               MS. CHIU:  Good afternoon,

5     Chairman Squilla and members of the

6     Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu, City Planner

7     with the Philadelphia City Planning

8     Commission.  I'm here to testify on Bill

9     No. 190903, which was introduced by

10     Councilmember Greenlee for Council

11     President Clarke on November 14th, 2019.

12               Bill No. 190903 will permit an

13     open-air sidewalk cafe at 741 North 23rd

14     Street.  The cafe's seating will encroach

15     6 feet 4 inches on North 23rd Street and

16     5 and a half feet on Aspen Street,

17     leaving approximately 5 and a half feet

18     and 6 feet walking zone for pedestrians.

19     This encroachment meets the Complete

20     Street walking zone requirements.

21               The Planning Commission is

22     scheduled to consider this bill at its

23     meeting on December 11th with a staff

24     recommendation for approval.

25               I will be happy to answer any
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2     questions you have.

3               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

4     proceed.

5               MR. RENFRO:  Good afternoon,

6     Chairman Squilla and members of the

7     Committee.  My name is Christopher

8     Renfro, an Engineering Supervisor with

9     the Department of Streets, here to offer

10     testimony on Bill No. 190903.

11               This bill authorizes the owner

12     to install, own, and maintain an open-air

13     sidewalk cafe at the property, all under

14     certain terms and conditions.

15               The Department of Streets is

16     not opposed to this proposed sidewalk

17     cafe encroachment, as a clear, passable

18     sidewalk space of 5 foot 2 inches on

19     North 23rd Street as well as 6 foot on

20     Aspen Street to remain after its

21     installation meets the required Complete

22     Streets walking zone minimum width.

23               Thank you for your time.  This

24     concludes my testimony, and I'm happy to

25     answer any questions you may have.
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2               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

3     for your testimony.

4               Any questions?

5               (No response.)

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

7     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

8     No. 190903?

9               (No response.)

10               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

11     none, Mr. McMonagle, please read the

12     title of the next bill.

13               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 190918, an

14     ordinance authorizing Coscia Massimo to

15     own and maintain an existing exterior

16     building ramp at 2723 East Cumberland

17     Street, Philadelphia, PA 19125, all under

18     certain terms and conditions.

19               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

20     proceed.

21               MS. CHIU:  Good afternoon,

22     Chairman Squilla and members of the

23     Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu, City Planner

24     with the Philadelphia City Planning

25     Commission.  I'm here to testify on Bill
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2     No. 190918, which was introduced by

3     Councilmember Squilla on November 14th,

4     2019.

5               Bill No. 190918 will legalize

6     an existing exterior stair and ramp on

7     the sidewalk of Cumberland Street and

8     Salmon Street.  The ramp and stair

9     encroachment encroach 5 feet 2 inches on

10     Cumberland Street and 4 feet 2 inches on

11     Salmon Street.  The location and

12     configuration of the ramp and stairs

13     create insufficient space for

14     ADA-compliant sidewalk path.

15               The Planning Commission is

16     scheduled to consider this bill at its

17     meeting on December 11th with a staff

18     recommendation not for approval.

19               I will be happy to answer

20     questions at this time.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

22     proceed.

23               MR. RENFRO:  Good afternoon,

24     Chair Squilla and members of the

25     Committee.  My name is Christopher
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2     Renfro, an Engineering Supervisor with

3     the Department of Streets, here to offer

4     testimony on Bill No. 190918.

5               This bill would authorize the

6     owner to own and maintain an existing

7     exterior building ramp at the property,

8     all under certain terms and conditions.

9               The Department of Streets is

10     opposed to this exterior building ramp

11     encroachment, as it has created a

12     substandard walking zone on East

13     Cumberland Street which is below the

14     minimum required width of 6 feet and,

15     furthermore, leaves no room for an

16     ADA-compliant sidewalk pathway along

17     Salmon Street unless modifications are

18     made to the corner and/or ramp.

19               It is my professional opinion

20     that the property owner should be

21     required to construct ADA-compliant curb

22     ramps at the corner and provide an

23     accessible path across their property

24     frontage as a condition of passing any

25     legislation authorizing this encroachment



Committee on Streets and Services
December 2, 2019

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 30

1      12/2/19 - STREETS - BILL 190555, ETC.

2     on the public right-of-way.

3               Furthermore, approval of this

4     encroachment sets a precedent for other

5     similar encroachments, all of which

6     generally negatively impact the City's

7     ability to properly manage its

8     right-of-way.

9               Thank you for your time.  This

10     concludes my testimony and I'm pleased to

11     answer any questions you may have.

12               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

13     for your testimony.

14               Any questions?

15               (No response.)

16               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

17     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

18     No. 190918?

19               (No response.)

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

21     none, for the record, I'd like to

22     announce that Councilmember Bass is

23     present for the hearing.

24               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

25     title of the next bill.
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2               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 190941, an

3     ordinance authorizing Charles Peruto, DBA

4     Peruto Development LLC, to construct,

5     own, and maintain a proposed exterior

6     stairway at 1640-42 Fitzwater Street,

7     Philadelphia, PA 19146, all under certain

8     terms and conditions.

9               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

10     proceed.

11               MS. CHIU:  Good afternoon,

12     Chairman Squilla and members of the

13     Committee.  I'm Sarah Chiu, City Planner

14     with the Philadelphia City Planning

15     Commission.  I'm here to testify on Bill

16     No. 190941, which was introduced by

17     Councilmember Johnson on November 21st,

18     2019.

19               Bill No. 190941 will permit the

20     construction of exterior stairway on the

21     sidewalk of 17th Street.  The stairway

22     will encroach 4 feet 11 inches onto the

23     footway of South 17th Street, and it is

24     to provide access to the basement of the

25     building at 1642 Fitzwater Street, which
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2     is currently being renovated for a

3     single-family residential use.  The staff

4     at the Planning Commission has concerns

5     about the encroachment and recommends the

6     basement access stairs should be located

7     inside the building.

8               The City Planning Commission is

9     scheduled to consider this bill at its

10     meeting on December 11th with a staff

11     recommendation not for approval.

12               I will be happy to answer

13     questions you have at this time.

14               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

15               Chris.

16               MR. RENFRO:  Good afternoon,

17     Chairman Squilla and members of the

18     Committee.  My name is Christopher

19     Renfro, an Engineering Supervisor with

20     the Department of Streets, here to offer

21     testimony on Bill No. 190941.

22               This bill authorizes Charles

23     Peruto, doing business as Peruto

24     Development, to construct, own, and

25     maintain a proposed exterior stairway at
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2     1640-42 Fitzwater Street in Philadelphia,

3     all under certain terms and conditions.

4               The Department of Streets is

5     opposed to this proposed exterior

6     stairway encroachment, as it was never

7     demonstrated to us by the owner that the

8     installation of this exterior stairway

9     was the only feasible method to meet all

10     code requirements for the building use

11     and that the stairway could not be

12     constructed interior to the building.

13               Furthermore, approval of this

14     encroachment sets a precedent for other

15     similar encroachments, all of which

16     negatively impact the City's ability to

17     properly manage its right-of-way.

18               This concludes my testimony.

19     Thank you for your time, and I'm pleased

20     to answer any questions you may have.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

22     for your testimony.

23               Any questions?

24               (No response.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing
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2     none, anybody else here to testify on

3     Bill No. --

4               (Witness approached witness

5     table.)

6               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Please

7     proceed.  190941.

8               MR. PERUTO:  Good afternoon,

9     Committee members.  I'm Charles Peruto.

10     I'm the owner of the property.  I want to

11     say I fully understand where Streets and

12     Planning is coming from as kind of just a

13     blanket policy.  However, this is a

14     special circumstance.

15               We are attempting to save a

16     church, and the church has very large

17     windows that are in fixed locations with

18     extremely high ceiling heights, making

19     the staircase runs very large.  On top of

20     that, we have made a deal with the

21     Preservation Alliance that would require

22     us to not change the exterior of the

23     building.  We are using an already

24     existing basement entrance where there

25     are Bilco doors and replacing a handicap
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2     ramp that is more than double the size of

3     this stairwell in its location.  And we

4     took it to the neighborhood association,

5     because we thought the people might have

6     concerns, and they opened it up to the

7     entire community and they voted 36 to

8     nothing in favor of this, which is why

9     Councilman Johnson's office supported it.

10     So it is something that the community

11     wants on top of us.

12               Thank you.

13               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

14     for your testimony.

15               Are there any questions?

16               (No response.)

17               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

18     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

19     No. 190941?

20               (No response.)

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

22     so much for your testimony.

23               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

24     title of the next bill.

25               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 190910, an
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2     ordinance amending Bill No. 050670,

3     entitled "An ordinance granting

4     permission to Center City ERUV

5     Corporation, in order to demarcate the

6     boundaries of a Center City eruv

7     district, to construct and maintain a

8     clear nylon cord and other ancillary

9     facilities including a maximum of ten

10     poles along, over, and in certain public

11     rights-of-way and City streets, and/or to

12     attach such demarcation facilities to

13     existing facilities owned by other

14     entities authorized by other City

15     ordinances, subject to such owner's

16     consent; all under certain terms and

17     conditions," to modify applicable

18     boundaries, all under certain terms and

19     conditions.

20               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

21               Chris, please proceed.

22               MR. RENFRO:  Good afternoon,

23     Chair Squilla and members of the

24     Committee.  My name is Christopher

25     Renfro, an Engineering Supervisor with
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2     the Department of Streets, here to offer

3     testimony on Bill No. 190910.

4               This bill authorizes the owner

5     to construct, own, and maintain various

6     encroachments citywide, all under certain

7     terms and conditions.

8               The Department of Streets is

9     not opposed to these proposed various

10     encroachments, as they are an amendment

11     of a previously passed bill and the way

12     the ordinance is written will still seek

13     Streets' approval prior to installation.

14               Thank you for your time.  This

15     concludes my testimony, and I'm pleased

16     to answer any questions you may have.

17               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

18     for your testimony.

19               Any questions?

20               (No response.)

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

22     none, anyone else here to testify on Bill

23     No. 190910?

24               (No response.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing
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2     none, thank you, Chris.

3               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

4     title of the next bill.

5               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 190936, an

6     ordinance authorizing Reka Patel, owner

7     and operator of the newsstand located on

8     the northwest corner of 30th Street and

9     Market Street, to construct, use and

10     maintain conduits in, under and across

11     the northwest corner of 30th Street and

12     Market Street, for the purpose of

13     supplying electrical service to the

14     newsstand, all under certain terms and

15     conditions.

16               (Witness approached witness

17     table.)

18               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

19               Steve, just state your name for

20     the record again and proceed with your

21     testimony.

22               MR. LORENZ:  Yes, sir.  Good

23     afternoon, Chairman Squilla and members

24     of the Committee.  Thank you for the

25     opportunity for me to appear today.  My
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2     name is Steve Lorenz, Chief Highway

3     Engineer for the Streets Department.

4               At this point in time, the

5     Streets Department does not have any

6     testimony prepared for this.  We were not

7     aware of this application being made.  We

8     have no knowledge of this.  We are

9     reaching out to Councilwoman Blackwell's

10     office for additional information.

11               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

12     for your testimony.

13               Are there any questions?

14               (No response.)

15               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Anybody

16     else here to testify on Bill No. 190936?

17               (No response.)

18               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you.

19               Mr. McMonagle, please read the

20     title of the next bill.

21               THE CLERK:  Bill No. 190938, an

22     ordinance authorizing Neal and Linda

23     Pakvina, owners and operators of the food

24     truck, Linda's Cart, located at the

25     northeast corner of 43rd Street and
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2     Woodland Avenue, to construct, use, and

3     maintain conduits in, under, and across

4     the northeast corner of 43rd Street and

5     Woodland Avenue for the purpose of

6     supplying electrical service to said food

7     truck, under certain terms and

8     conditions.

9               MR. LORENZ:  Good afternoon,

10     Chairperson Squilla and members of the

11     Committee on Streets and Services.  My

12     name is Steve Lorenz and I'm a Chief

13     Highway Engineer for the Streets

14     Department.

15               The Streets Department does not

16     have testimony prepared for this

17     ordinance.  We are working with

18     Councilwoman Blackwell's office to

19     provide application and additional

20     information for this.

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Thank you

22     for your testimony.  I'm sure

23     Councilmember Blackwell will work with

24     you on this as it moves forward.

25               Any questions?
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2               (No response.)

3               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

4     none, is there anyone else here to

5     testify on Bill No. 190938?

6               (No response.)

7               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Seeing

8     none, thank you so much.

9               MR. LORENZ:  Thank you.

10               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  That will

11     end our hearing.  We'll now go into a

12     public meeting.

13               Councilmember Greenlee.

14               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

15     you, Mr. Chairman.  I move that the

16     following bills be amended as provided to

17     the Committee:  Bill Nos. 190899, 190905,

18     190903, and 190901.  I move the adoption

19     of those amendments.

20               (Duly seconded.)

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All

22     amendments have been read and seconded.

23               All in favor?

24               (Aye.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Any
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2     opposed?

3               (No response.)

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  The ayes

5     have it.  All bills read into the record

6     have been amended.

7               Councilmember Greenlee.

8               COUNCILMAN GREENLEE:  Thank

9     you, Mr. Chairman.  I move that the

10     following bills be reported out of this

11     Committee with a favorable recommendation

12     and that the rules of Council be

13     suspended to allow for their first

14     reading at our next session of Council:

15     Bill Nos. 190904, 190899 as amended,

16     190905 as amended, 190939, 190555,

17     190915, 190900, 190901 as amended, 190903

18     as amended, 190918, 190941, 190910,

19     190936, and 190938.

20               (Duly seconded.)

21               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  All bills

22     read into the record are seconded.

23               All in favor?

24               (Aye.)

25               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  Any
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2     opposed?

3               (No response.)

4               COUNCILMAN SQUILLA:  The ayes

5     have it.  All bills read into the record

6     have been approved with a suspension of

7     the rules to be read at the next session

8     of Council.

9               That will end our Committee

10     meeting.  Have a great day.

11               (Committee on Streets and

12     Services concluded at 1:43 p.m.)

13                   - - -
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4 proceedings, evidence and objections are
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6 stenographic notes taken by me upon the

7 foregoing matter, and that this is a true and

8 correct transcript of same.
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13 --------------------
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