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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The hour has arrived.
This neeting is now conming to
order. Al nenbers, please take
your seats. All visitors, please
reside outside the rails. Please
take all sidebar conversations out
of the Council chanbers.

Council will be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  To give our invocation
this norning, the Chair recognizes
Sai fullah Collins of the Masjid Ibn
Taym yyah. He is here today as the
guest of Council nenber Curtis

Jones, Jr.
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| will ask all nenbers
and guests to please rise.

(Counci | menbers, guests
and visitors rise.)

| MAM COLLINS:  Good
nmor ni ng, Council President and
those in attendance. Not going to
make this a | ong drawn-out thing.
However, during these troubling
times we all need faith. W need
prayer. W need supplication to
get us through, to get us, our
famly through and those who risk
their lives every day.

Oh ny Lord, | seek your
forgi veness and your protection in
this world and the next. Ch ny
Lord, | seek your forgiveness and
protection in ny religion and in
this life of this world and ny
famly and in ny property. Oh ny
Lord, cover any faults and give ne

safety fromny fear.
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Oh ny Lord, guard ne
fromwhat is in front of ne, from
behind me, fromny left of ne and
fromthe right of ne and from above
nme. And | seek your protection,
your greatness from being struck
down from beneat h.

Ameen.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council will be at ease.

The Chair thanks the
gentl eman for the invocation.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The next order of
busi ness is the approval of the
Journal of the neeting of Thursday,
February 20, 2025.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| nmove that the Journa
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of the neeting of Thursday,
February 20, 2025 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday,
February 20, 2025 stand approved.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
Journal is approved.

The next order of
busi ness is request for |eaves of
absence.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber and Majority | eader

Kat heri ne G | nore Ri chardson.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci l
Presi dent.

On behal f of the
Majority, there are no | eave of
absence requests for today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

The Chair thanks the
Majority Leader.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. President.

On behal f of the
Mnority, a |eave of absence is
requested for Council wonman Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair thanks the
Counci | mrenber. Leave will be
gr ant ed.

The Chair recogni zes

Majority Leader G | nore Richardson
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for a notion concerning certain
| egislative matters that may arise
during the course of today's
session of Council that were not
| i sted on the Cal endar circul ated
prior to today's session.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President.

| nove that any of the
followng matters, if considered
today, may be added to the agenda
for this session of Council, and as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anended agenda
after the consideration of those
matters: resolutions authorizing
heari ngs, anendnents to bills on
first reading, the reconsideration
of a bill vetoed by or re-called
fromthe Mayor, anendnents to bills
re-called fromthe Myor,

resol utions taking substantive
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action to be voted on in this
session, a notion to withdraw a
bill or resolution that is not on
the Cal endar and a notion placing a
bill or resolution on or returning
or bill or resolution fromthe
Suspensi on Cal endar that is not
| isted on today's Cal endar.

The purpose of this
notion is to provide the public
Wi th notice concerning possible
actions by Council that arose too
| ate to be included on the Cal endar
t hat was published prior to today's
sessi on.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
| egi slative matters stated by
Counci | renber G | nore Ri chardson
may be added to the agenda for

today should those nmatters arise
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during the course of this session
of Counci | .

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
notion carries.

The Chair will dispense
with the regular order of business
to recogni ze the guests and
visitors joining us in chanbers
t hi s norni ng.

On behal f of all nenbers
of Gty Council, | welcone you to
our Council session. W appreciate
you taking the time to join us as
we attend to the legislative
affairs of our great city. W

certainly invite you to come again.
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At this tinme the Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Ji m
Harrity, who will present a
resol uti on recogni zi ng and honori ng
t he Phil adel phia Community Qutreach
Committee for their dedication to
public safety and community
revitalization.

Wul d | shaqg Samai and
Pete Wl son please join the
Counci | renber at the podi um
Joi ni ng Counci |l nenber Harrity is
Counci | nrenber Jam e Gaut hi er and
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri chardson. Al so joining Menber
Harrity is Council menber O Rourke.

The Chair recogni zes the
presence of Council man | sai ah
Thomas. The Chair recogni zes the
presence of Council man Mark
Squi Il a.

Joi ni ng Counci | menber

Harrity also will be Council nenber
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Mar k Squi l | a.

(Counci | menbers and
guests approach podi um)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
| want to start by thanking
Councilman Harrity for
co-introducing this resolution with
me. In afewmnutes we wll
explain the incredi ble work of
M. Pete WIlson, forner State Rep
Ron Waters and the Phil adel phia
Community Qutreach Comm ttee
acconplished in the 3rd and 4th
Council Districts.

Before we do that, |
want to commend Pete, Ron, |shaq
Samai, Abdul Mlik Ibrahim 1Islam
Sharief, Khabir Rashid, forner
Counci | woman Janni e Bl ackwel I and

everyone involved with this
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initiative for your bravery and
| eader shi p.

Your Bel nont Safety
Mbdel has saved |ives and nade West
Philly a safer, healthier and nore
vi brant place to |ive. Just as
i nportantly, you proved how
powerful it is when City Hall joins
forces with the community. Far too
often governnent tells communities
how to sol ve problens when it
really should be the other way
around.

The City shoul d enable
the practices and sol utions that
nei ghbors know w || inprove their
quality of life. Not only does
this lead to better outcones, but
it also gives our constituents a
sense of pride and autonony and
that's what we did here.

When PCOC expl ai ned what

they wanted to do, Council did not
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tell themhowto go about it. W
said, tell us what you need and we
will help you to nake it happen.
And it worked. This comrunity-city
partnershi p shut down six open-air
drug markets significantly.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Let's clap for that.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
So significantly reduced shootings
and saved taxpayers mllions of
dollars. Philadelphiais a city of
nei ghbor hoods, so | hope that this
success encourages us to lean into
nei ghbor hood-dri ven and
nei ghbor hood- based sol uti ons.

W don't need to
rei nvent the wheel. W need to put
our boots-on-the-ground partners in
the driver's seat and not |et

bureaucratic nal ai se prevent them
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fromgetting the City resources and
services they need to get things
done. And so, thank you, PCCC,
Pete WIson, Ron Waters and al
i nvol ved for your commtnent to
public safety and for rem nding us
how nmuch power the conmunity has
when we put City Hall to work for
our nei ghbor hoods.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
And with that, we'll get into the
actual resolution:

A resol ution recogni zi ng
and honoring the Phil adel phia
Community Qutreach Conmttee for
their dedication to public safety
and comunity revitalization.

Wher eas, the
Phi | adel phi a Community Qutreach
Comm ttee was founded by Ishaq
Samai, Abdul Malik Ibrahim Islam
Shari ef and Khabir Rashid at the
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Phi | adel phia Masjid to address
decades-ol d i ssues of open-air drug
sal es and vi ol ence; and

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
First off, | just want to say |I'm
sorry. | don't know why Curt's not
up here. Curt was one of the
co-sponsors also. So | just wanted
to make sure people knew that Curt
was in on this; and

Wher eas, through
col | aboration with Pete WIlson, the
6th Ward Leader, and nunerous
community | eaders, PCOC took direct
action to rally, clean up blighted
areas, fence in open |lots and
per manent |y shut down open-air drug
operations in West Philly; and

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Wiereas, PCOC s effort led to the
est abl i shnment of the Belnont G vic
Association and the Holly Street
Nei ghbors CDC. This fostered
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partnership with Cal vary
St. Augustine Episcopal Church and
built a network of over 35
community | eaders and the 16th
Police District, elected officials
and nonprofit organi zations; and
COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Wher eas, PCOC s advocacy resulted
in the installation of surveillance
caneras that are accessible to
comunity nenbers and | aw
enforcenent. The project |ater
recei ved additional grant funding
wi th the support of Senator Vincent
Hughes to sustain and expand its
I npact; and
Wher eas, PCOC s
I npl enmentati on of the Bel nont
Saf ety Mbdel successfully
di smantl ed si x open-air drug
operations, saving the Gty of
Phi | adel phia over $3.6 mllion and

denonstrating that community-| ed
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initiatives can |lead to real and
| asti ng change; and

COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  \Whereas, PCOC
continues to grow with an expandi ng
nmenbership that is dedicated to
replicating its success cityw de.
PCOC proves that with unity,
comm t nent and partnership,
communities can reclaimtheir
nei ghbor hoods and build a better
future; now, therefore, be it
COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
Therefore, be it resolved, by the
Council of the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, hereby honors and
cel ebrates the Phil adel phi a
Community Qutreach Commttee, PCCC,
recogni zing its contributions to
public safety, comunity
enpower nent and revitalization of
West Phi | adel phi a.

Further resol ved, that
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an Engrossed copy of this

resol ution be presented to the

Phi | adel phi a Conmunity Qutreach
Conmttee and its nmenbers as a
synbol of the profound respect and
admration felt by this |legislative
body and the citizens of

Phi | adel phi a.

And | just want to say
that |'ve been out there with these
peopl e, ny brothers and sisters.
And when | tell you, they just
don't go out there with a bull horn
and stand on the corner and yell
and scream at people. They go out
there, they clean up the
nei ghbor hood, they knock on the
doors. They nmake sure the
nei ghbors know that they're there.

They cone with coffee
and donuts and literature for
anyt hing that you may think of that

you m ght need service-w se. So
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this isn't just about them going
out there and shouting at the drug
dealers. This is themout there
actually making a difference in
their community. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes

| shaqg Samai and M. Pete WIson for

remar ks

MR, WLSON:. Good
nmorni ng, Council. First, |'m going
to start by thanking God. | don't

t hi nk any of us, any of us would be
here if it wasn't for him and
t hank God for everybody in the
room

| want to give a speci al
shout-out to Council President
Kenyatta Johnson and the Council
body. It was nentioned that |slam
Sharief, Khabir Rashid was with the

group, but they're no longer with
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us. They transitioned before we
could be in front of you to
hi ghl i ght the work that we've done
i n West Phi | adel phi a.

So | want to give a
speci al shout-out to 7th District,
nmy friend, ny brother, ny senator,
Senat or Vi ncent Hughes.

(Appl ause.)

MR, WLSON: He's been
with us fromthe very begi nni ng.
And actually, we wouldn't be up
here today if it wasn't for himand
his support, giving us -- providing
resources and showi ng up on the
corner with us to let the community
that he represents know that he's
Wth us. He's not just in
Harrisburg. He's also on the
street trying to save |ives.

For mer Counci | menber
Janni e Bl ackwel |, she started out

with us in the very beginning in
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2013.

(Appl ause.)

MR WLSON: Vanessa
Brown, forner Representative
Vanessa Brown was also with us. So
in other words, we're tal king about
an all hands on deck. Everybody
has to be involved to keep our
communi ty safe and prosperous.

Jam e Gaut hier, she
stepped in the shoes of Jannie
Bl ackwel | when she took over as
Counci | person of the 3rd District,
and we really appreciate you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. WLSON:. She's
provi ded her resources, Cty
services. As the Council man
menti oned, we not only bullhorn and
argue about sone of these guys,
open-air drugs, and our mantra was
not we're not trying to |lock you

up, we're trying to wake you up.
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You're killing your people. You're
destroyi ng your community and it
needs to stop. And we're here to
| et them know that we feel that
they are wong. So we really
appreci ate you, Councilwoman.

And then we have Counci
At-Large Jimmy Harrity, who has
simlar issues where he was born
and raised in Kensington, but it's
not just about Kensington. It's
about the Gty of Phil adel phia.
And we appreciate you junping in
and being a part of this and nmaking
t hi s happen.

(Appl ause.)

MR, WLSON:. Now, 4th
District Councilnan Curtis Jones,
when we first started this
initiative, we were at the
Phi | adel phia Masjid as |shaq
I ndi cated, he was one of the first

to see the plans of the areas we
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were targeting in the 6th Ward.
Fortunately, Helen

Ubi nas cane out and wote a story
about the work that we were doing
and put us on the front page. He
knew that we had been out there for
years but hadn't gotten any
recognition. He texted nme and
said, Pete, | got tearful when
saw you guys on the front page,
because he knew where we started.

| want to thank you for
col l aborating with ny
Counci | menber.

JimHarrity, At-Large,

for having us up here today to
hi ghl i ght the work that we've done,
the lives that we've saved and the
comuni ties that we've nmade better.
Here we stand all these nenbers
here. Put your hands up, nenbers.
Everybody that has been with us.

Menbers fromthe group. |'msorry.

Page 23

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - PRESENTATI ONS
We have Deputy Conmi ssioner Massey
here who believed in us. Yes, she
bel i eved in us.

(Appl ause.)

MR. WLSON. She's
wor ked with us along wth several
captains in the 16th and 19th
Districts. Again, we can't do this
alone. It's all hands on deck.
Everybody has to be involved. You
see sonet hing, say sonmething. Join
t hese groups in your nei ghborhood
that you feel are making a
difference. Don't sit back and
al |l ow everybody to do the work
whil e you conplain. You have to
get invol ved.

(Appl ause.)

MR WLSON. So we
attack the blight. W know that
t hat causes depression in
communities all over the city, and

we're going to continue doing the
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wor k that we doing. Listen, we
even had Josh Shapiro's group
I nvol ved when he was AG with our
group to try to stemthe purchase
of firearns, the straw purchases
and all the guns that cone into our
city illegally. So | want to give
a shout-out to Josh Shapiro as
wel | .

(Appl ause.)

MR WLSON: Congressnan
Dw ght Evans has been on the corner
with us. Anmen Brown has been on
the corner with us. So again, it's
i nportant that we all cone
together, our elected officials as
wel |l as the nenbers of the
comunities that are affected by
the open-air drug sales and the gun
violence. | pray God gives us the
strength to keep hel pi ng
conmuni ti es beconme safer and

better. Aneen.
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(Appl ause.)

MR SAMAI: Good
nmorning. O course, we thank the
Council. W thank the Counci
President and all those invol ved
with allowing us to bring our
nodel , a perception and work to the
Council and to Phil adel phi a because
we know that for decades people
have been trying to solve a problem
of open-air drugs, and this culture
that is produced that put 50,000
men in the penitentiary across the
state of Pennsylvania. That's a
culture that does that, and we cane
to address that culture.

W want to make sure
that the people were able to see
that this culture would work, that
this approach would work. So we
have the results. W have the
statistics to show once we shut the

open-air drugs -- | have themri ght
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here, | brought themwth ne -- we
shut down open-air drugs to produce
3600 arrests. It was no bigger
arena or area than this Cty Hal
Council, the Cty Hall square. No
bi gger than that. 3600 arrests,
1000 car stops.

And the issue is how
much did that cost the Cty,
because when you arrest sonebody it
cost the City of Phil adel phia over
$1,000 just to arrest a person. To
take them fromthe handcuffs al
the way to the arraignnent, it'l
cost you $1,000. So when we
stopped that and we started a fl ow
of crime of 3600 arrests down to --
we can show where it went from 3600
to 45, do you see what |'m saying.

So that neans you have
an approach that you can address.
W wanted to bring the nodel. W

know we coul dn't do Phil adel phi a.
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That's why we call ourselves the
Phi | adel phi a Communi ty Qutreach.
We wanted to approach the
Phi | adel phia conmunity so they have
an opportunity to address an open-
air situation that has been in our
community for decades, not only
Phi | adel phi a across the country.
So that's our approach.

And we did that through
faith-based communities, people who
believe in God. People are not
notivated by the soci al
consci ousness. They take the
soci al consciousness and they take
it a step further to the God
consci ousness. That's who these
are. W have those nen sitting
with us on the corner.

But it's not about us.
It was never about us. [It's about
t he Phil adel phia community. W

showed t hat once we address the
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I ssue and shut those corners down,
we are able then to create a new
perspective to those guys who
formerly on the corner and then be
able to change their |ives.

Sonme of them of course
are dedi cated gangsters and they' ||
go to jail and they'll end up being
teddy bears and bal |l oons, but a
| arge part of themw Il not. They
wi Il change their trajectory,
change their mnds, go back to the
cl assroom

But we say that to them

when we're on the corner. |If you
| eave the classroomearly, you're
going to be in the | ower class.
You stay in the classroom | onger,
you're going to be in the upper
class, it's how |l ong as you stay
t here.

And we maeke it clear

That's sinple, isn't it. Anybody
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can understand that. But we know
we got an issue over (inaudible)

W ngohocki ng, Broad and 4 ney we
have an issue. Over 28th and York
we have those issues. So we want
to make sure that we could present
a nodel that you can know everybody
wins by. The elected officia
wins. The community wns. The
Phi | adel phi a Police Depart nent
wins. And you have that nouth to
be assessed.

And what we want to do
Is make sure that you understand
there's a win-win for everybody.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY:
We're going to have a Power Poi nt
presentation with |unch one day
com ng up soon.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

MR. SAMAI:  Yeah,

because you have to see it. You
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have to see it, you got to believe
it because a | ot of people don't
t hi nk anyt hi ng can happen. But
guess what, we have a partner here,
Kat hy Jordan who is part of the
Hol |y Street Nei ghbors.

(I naudible) Holly and I, she was a
part of and St. Augustine is part
of as well, so we know you got
busi ness to take care of.

We just want to know
that you have an alternative
net hodol ogy that has proven itself
that will help the Phil adel phia
community at large to make sure we
can get us up. We think 35 -- |
mean, four years if we put enough
people on the street we'll have
t hat probl em sol ved.

| want to thank you
agai n the Council President,
Counci |l man Harrity, Councilwonan

Gaut hi er, of course Counci | wonman
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Janni e Bl ackwel | who was part of
the root of all this. She's a part
of this stat right here. And we
t hank you of course, Council man
Jones, thanks again.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council will be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  We have sone very, very
I nportant guests joining us today
in the Council of chanbers. So the
Chair recogni zes the gentleman from
the 4th Councilmanic District,
Council man Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
you so nuch, M. President.

Col | eagues, 1'd like you
to fix your eyes to the balcony to
our right and wel cone the students
of Barry Elenentary School.

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LMAN JONES:
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They' ve been working with the
programfrom Big Brothers and Big
Sisters and have dived head first
into the issues involving their
community. And | see future
activists anong them Gve thema
round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair al so recogni zes
the gentleman fromthe 5th
Counci |l manic District, Council man
Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| also want to
acknow edge sone students on the
| eft bal cony, students from Russel
Byers Charter School right here in
Center City. Let's give thema
round of appl ause as wel |l .

(Appl ause.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Denobcracy in action. The
next order of business is
communi cations. The Chair requests
that the Sergeant-at-Arns deliver
the nessages fromthe Mayor to the
Chief derk.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the nessages fromthe
Mayor and any ot her communi cati ons
I n her possession.

CH EF CLERK: To the
Presi dent and nenbers of the
Council of the Cty of
Phi | adel phia, 1'msubmtting
herewith for consideration of your
Honor abl e body the foll ow ng
proposed ordi nance: An ordi nance
aut hori zi ng the Conm ssi oner of
Public Property, on behalf of the
City, to acquire fee title or
| esser real estate interest,
i ncluding a | easehol d estate, for

all or a portion of the prem ses
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bounded by State Road, the
Pennypack Creek, the Del aware River
and fornmer Hartel Avenue, to enter
into a | ease or subl ease agreenent
with the Phil adel phia Authority for
I ndustrial Devel opnent at said
prem ses for the devel opnent of the
facility, to enter into an
I ntergovernnmental agreenment with
PAI D for the devel opnent of the
facility, and to take title for the
conpleted facility fromPAID, all
under certain ternms and conditions.

And that pursuant to
Sections 4-604 and 2-307 of the
Hone Rule Charter, | am today
transmtting to the Council the
recommendati on of the Cty Planning
Conmmi ssion on the follow ng bills:
Bill Nos. 250002, 250003, 250008,
250009, 250041 wth 45 days, 250042
wi th 45 days, 250046, 250047,
250048, 250049, 250068, 250071,
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250073, 250100 and 250102.

There are no further
conmmuni cati ons in my possession,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch. The
nessages will be printed in the
Jour nal

The next order of
busi ness is the introduction of
bills and resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMAN PHI LLI PS:
Good norning, Council President and
good norning, colleagues and the
vi ew ng public.

| have one bill for
i ntroduction today. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk

pl ease read the title of the bill

Page 36

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance aut hori zi ng PHI LI PPl AN
BAPTI ST CHURCH or a subsequent
owner to install, own and maintain
an encroachnment at 5801 North Broad
Street, Phil adel phia, PA 19141,
under certain ternms and conditions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.
The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader Katherine Gl nore
Ri char dson.
COUNCI LWOVAN @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci
Presi dent, and thank you,
col | eagues.
| offer nothing today.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.
The Chair recogni zes

Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.
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COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

Today | have one
privileged resolution that I am
co-introduci ng wi th Council nenber
Harrity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

Wul d the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the
privileged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
Berni ce Corean W1 cox for her
lifelong dedication to her famly
and community, celebrating her
remar kabl e contri butions and
expressi ng deep appreciation for
the lasting inpact of her kindness,
servi ce and | eadershi p.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be

pl aced on today's Final Passage
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Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | nenber |sai ah Thonmss.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Mor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, col | eagues.

Today | have one bil
and three privileged resol utions.
Two on your behal f, Counci
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WII the Chief Qerk
pl ease read the titles of the bill
and privil eged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 12-3400
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Use of an Aut omated Speed
Enf or cenent Systemto | nprove

Safety," by providing for the use,
adm ni strati on and enforcenent of

aut omat ed speed caneras on routes
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| ocated within specified school
zones, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm tt ee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ati ng Uni versal Audenried
Hi gh School senior guard Shayl a
Smth on her remarkabl e achi evenent
as Philadelphia's All-Tinme Grls'
Scoring Leader.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution
congratul ati ng Uni versal Audenried
Hi gh School's Varsity Grls

Basketball Team for their historic
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t hree-peat as 2025 Public League
Chanpi ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution calling on
all of Philadel phia to recognize
Bl ack Hi story Month, the stain of
slavery in Anerica and the ways it
still affects our |laws and our
common humanity, and to uplift and
recall those who have been
advocated for noving our city and
nation toward full inclusion and
equity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | renber Jones.
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COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

Today | offer one
non- privil eged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
non-privil eged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol uti on renam ng
t he 2000 bl ock of North 59th Street
"WIIl Smth Way" to honor and
cel ebrate the inpactful career and
| egacy of WIl Smth, a West
Phi | adel phi a nati ve.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Born and raised. This
resolution wll be placed on the
Fi nal Passage Cal endar for
consi deration at our next session
of Council .

The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Good norni ng, Council President.
Good norni ng, coll eagues.

Today | have two
privileged resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the
privileged resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution recogni zi ng
February 28, 2025 as HV is Not a
Crime Awareness Day in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring the

life and | egacy of Tyrone Smth,
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| ongti me comunity | eader and
chanpi on for the Black LGBTQ+
Communi ty i n Phil adel phi a.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Fi nal Passage
Cal endar .
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Quetcy Lozada.
COUNCI L\WOVAN LANDAU:
Good norni ng, Council President.
Today | offer two
privileged resolutions and one
non-privil eged resol ution.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.
WII the Chief derk
pl ease read the titles of the
privileged and non-privil eged
resol utions pl ease.
CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authori zing

the Commttee on Streets and

Page 44

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
Services and the Commttee on
Transportation and Public Uilities
to hold joint hearings exam ning
the water main breaks and sinkhol es
occurring in District 7, evaluating
the underlying causes of these
i ssues and identifying solutions to
prevent and mtigate their
frequency.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

WIl the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Just one
second.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Council will be at ease.

(Council at ease.)

CH EF CLERK: A

privileged resolution recogni zi ng
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the nonth of February as Nati onal
Cancer Prevention Month and

acknow edgi ng the di sproportionate
i npact of cancer on the Bl ack
comuni ty.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng the Phil adel phi a
Dom ni can Community and cel ebrating
the 181st Anniversary of the
Dom ni can Republic's | ndependence.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci |l man Jeffrey Jay Young, Jr.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank

you, M. President.
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Today | offer one
non-privil eged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
non-privil eged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resolution al so
nam ng the 2900 bl ock of Dauphin
Street as "James Bl ocker Way."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at the
next session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber JimHarrity.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
have one non-privileged resol ution,
Counci | President, and one
privileged resolution on your

behal f, sir.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief derk
pl ease read the title of the
privileged -- please read the
titles of the resolutions.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol ution
denounci ng Senator Rand Paul's
Nati onal Right to Work Act as
detrinental to |abor, as it
under m nes workers' collective
bargai ni ng rights, weakens union
power and threatens worker
pr ot ecti ons.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on the Fi nal Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authori zing

the Special Commttee on Kensington
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to hold hearings on the
i npl enmentation of art therapy
programm ng as a |l owbarrier
i ntervention nethod in addressing
subst ance abuse di sorder and
serious nental illness during and
after incarceration.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber N col as O Rourke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. President.

| have one privil eged
and one non-privil eged resol ution
to introduce today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the

resol uti ons.
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CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
hi storic North Phil adel phia Tenants
Union, Cty-Wde Tenants Union,
East Broad Street Tenants Union,
and Northwest Tenants Organi zation,
whi ch were critical in the fight
for basic tenant rights and
protections in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, and whose work
continues to inspire | oca
activists and conmunity | eaders
t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
recogni zi ng i nadequat e heati ng
standards in rental housing across
Phi | adel phi a and enphasi zi ng t he

need to efficiently and
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conpr ehensi vel y address heati ng
I ssues throughout the City.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on the Final Passage
Cal endar for consideration at our
next session of Council.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber M ke Driscoll.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Morni ng, M. President.

| have two privileged
resol uti ons, one on your behal f. |
al so have one bill. And | would
al so ask that one resol ution be
hel d. Father Judge H gh School won
t he Catholic League Chanpi onship on
Sunday and we want to cel ebrate
that at the appropriate tine.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

WIl the Chief Cerk

pl ease read the title of the bills
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and the resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring
Fat her Judge Hi gh School Boys'
Basket bal | Team for w nning the
2025 Phi | adel phia Catholic League
Chanpi onshi p and cel ebrating their
remar kabl e achi evenent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This is the one you want
to hol d?

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Ckay.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ating PIDC, Philadel phia's
publ i c-private econom c devel opnent
corporation, on driving 25 years of
job growth at the Navy Yard and
recogni zi ng March 31st through
April 6th as Navy Yard Wek in the
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Cty of Phil adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And an
or di nance aut hori zing the
Comm ssi oner of Public Property, on
behal f of the GCty, to acquire fee
title or lesser real estate
interest, including a | easehol d
estate, for all or a portion of the
prem ses bounded by State Road, the
Pennypack Creek, the Del aware River
and fornmer Hartel Avenue to enter
into a | ease or subl ease agreenent
wi th the Phil adel phia Authority for
I ndustrial Devel opnent at said
prem ses for the devel opnent of the
facility, to enter into an
I nt ergovernnental agreenment with
PAI D for the devel opnent of the

facility and to take title to the
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completed facility from PAI D, all
under certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comi ttee.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Squilla --
Counci | mrenber O Nei l I.

COUNCI LMAN O NEI LL:
Thank you, M. President.

| have no bills or
resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Counci | menber Squi l | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Yeah, you knew that already. |
think that's why -- but thank you,
M. President.

| offer one bill.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk
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pl ease read the title of the bill

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anendi ng Section 9-613 of
The Phi |l adel phia Code, entitled
"Junk Dealers,” by requiring a
license to sell scrap netals, under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
comm ttee.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Ci ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

| offer two bills and
one privileged resolution --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very much --

COUNCI LWMOVAN BASS: - -
sponsored on your behal f,
M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the titles of the bill
and resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An
ordi nance anending Title 9 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled
"Regul ati on of Busi nesses, Trades

and Professions," by revising
Chapter 9-4400, entitled
"Responsi bl e Busi ness Operations,"”
to add the safe sale of tobacco in
violation of 18 Pa. C. S. § 6305 to
the list of nuisance behaviors,
under certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conmi ttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 9-4400
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled

" Responsi bl e Busi ness Operations, "
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2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS
by revising Section 9-4406,
entitled "Penalties" to require
busi nesses found in violation of
state tobacco | aws to post signage
i ndicating their |ack of

aut hori zation to sell tobacco under
city and state law, all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This bill will be
referred to the appropriate
conm tt ee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ati ng Phil adel phia native
St ephen Fulton, Jr., for his
achi evenent in becomng the Wrld
Boxi ng Counci| Feat herwei ght
Chanpi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage

Cal endar .
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2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - INTRO OF BILLS

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

Today | have one
non-privil eged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the
non-privil eged resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
non-privil eged resol ution
recogni zing the critical inportance
of | egal representation and
protecting the rights of inmgrants
when interacting with I nmgration
and Custons Enforcenent, |ICE, and
encouraging all inmmgrant-serving
organi zations to pronote |ega
resour ces.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  This resolution wll be
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2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - REPORTS
pl aced on today's -- on the Final
Passage Cal endar for consideration
at our next session of Council.

The next order of
business is reports fromcomittee.
The Chair recogni zes Counci | menber
Squilla for a report fromthe
Commi ttee on Appropriations.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Thank you, M. President.

The Committee on
Appropriations reports three bills
wi th favorabl e reconmendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

WII the Chief derk
pl ease read the report.

CH EF CLERK: The
Commi ttee on Appropriations to
which were referred the foll ow ng
bills: Bill No. 250071, an
ordi nance to anmend Bill No. 240182
(approved June 14, 2024), entitled
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“"An Ordi nance to adopt a Capital
Program for six Fiscal Years
2025-2030 inclusive," by revising
vari ous appropriation anmunts and
totals to conformto anendnents to
t he FY2025 Capital Budget
Ordi nance, all under certain terns
and conditions; and
Bill No. 250073, an
ordi nance to anend Bill No. 240181,
(approved June 14, 2024), entitled
"An Ordi nance To adopt Fiscal 2025
Capi tal Budget," by revising
vari ous appropriation anmounts and
totals, all under certain terns and
condi tions, respectfully reports it
has consi dered the sanme and returns
the attached bills to Council with
a favorabl e recommendati on; and
Bill No. 250072, an
ordi nance authorizing transfers and
appropriations for Fiscal Year 2025

fromthe G ants Revenue Fund,
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certain are all Cty offices,
departnents, boards and
conm ssions, to the CGeneral Fund,
certain or all Gty departnent
of fi ces, departnents, boards and
conm ssions, and the Transportation
Fund, certain or all Gty offices,
departnents, boards and
conm ssi ons, respectfully reports
it has considered and anended the
sanme and returns the attached bills
to Council with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

There are no further
bills to report out fromthe
Comm ttee on Appropriations,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci lman Squilla for a notion.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:

Thank you, M. President.
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2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - REPORTS

| nove that the rul es of
Counci| be suspended to permt the
first reading this day the bills
just read into the record by the
Chi ef derk.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the rules of
Counci| be suspended so as to
permt the consideration of these
bills just read by the Chief Cerk
at today's session of Council

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying,
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The

nmotion carries. These bills wll
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be placed on our First Reading
Cal endar for today.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay Young for
a report fromthe Commttee on
Streets and Services.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

The Commttee on Streets
and Services reports out 16 bills
for favorabl e recomendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

WII the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the report.

CH EF CLERK: The
Commttee on Streets and Services
to which were referred the
followng bills: Bill No. 241081,
an ordi nance authori zi ng
encroachments in the nature of a
sidewal k cafe in the vicinity of

229 South 45th Street,
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2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - REPORTS
Phi | adel phi a, PA 19104, under
certain terns and conditions; and
Bill No. 241083, an
or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
the vicinity of 1148-50 South 11th
Street, Phil adel phia PA, 19147,
under certain terns and conditions;
and
Bill No. 250002, an
ordi nance aut hori zi ng vari ous
encroachnents in the vicinity of
546 South 45th Street,
Phi | adel phia, PA 19104, under
certain ternms and conditions; and
Bill No. 250004, an
ordi nance anendi ng an Ordi nance
(Bill No. 230577), approved
Novenber 13, 2023, entitled
“"Granting perm ssion to
Wnnefi el d/ Over br ook Eruv
Association, in order to demarcate

t he boundari es of a

Page 64

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - REPORTS
Wnnefi el d/ Over brook eruv district,
to construct and maintain a clear
nyl on cord and other ancillary
facilities, including a maxi mum of
one hundred poles and forty-five
pi eces of plexiglas along, over and
in certain public rights-of-way in
City streets, and/or to attach such
demarcation facilities to existing
facilities owned by other entities
aut hori zed by other Cty
or di nances, subject to such owner's
consent," all under certain terns
and conditions, by extending the
period for conpliance with the
ternms and conditions stated herein;
and

Bill No. 250005, an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 12-701
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
“Designation of Bicycle Lanes," to
aut hori ze a bicycle lane on North

22nd Street from Spring Garden
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2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - REPORTS
Street to G een Street, and renove
a travel lane on North 22nd Street
wthin the same limts, all under
certain ternms and conditions; and

Bill No. 250006, an
ordi nance anendi ng Chapter 12-701
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled
"Desi gnation of Bicycle Lanes," to
aut hori ze a bicycle |lane on North
13th Street fromCecil B. More
Avenue to Di anond Street, all under
certain terns and conditions; and

Bill No. 250008, an
ordi nance aut hori zing the vacating
of Carion Street from Addi son
Street to its term nus northwardly
therefrom and reserving and
plotting upon Gty Plan No. 308 of
a right-of-way for sewer and
dr ai nage purposes and water nmain
purposes within the lines of said
Clarion Street being vacated and

aut hori zi ng acceptance of the grant
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2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - REPORTS

to the City of said right-of-way,
under certain terns and conditions;
and

Bill No. 250049, an
or di nance aut hori zi ng vari ous
encroachnments in the vicinity of
1625 South 2nd Street,
Phi | adel phia, PA 19148, under
certain terns and conditions; and

Bill No. 250069, an
or di nance establishing parking
regulations in the vicinity of
Wl dey Street between Col unbi a
Avenue and Earl Street; Dunton
Street between Wl dey Street and
G rard Avenue; Earl Street between
Grard Avenue and W1 dey Street;
South 7th Street between Johnston
Street and Bigler Street; and

Bill No. 250070, an
ordi nance establishing parking
regulations in the vicinity of York

Street between Al nond Street and
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Mercer Street; Carion Street
bet ween Di cki nson Street and Tasker
Street; Ellsworth Street between
South 7th Street and South 8th
Street; Annin Street between
Marshal |l Street and South 7th
Street; Ellsworth Street between
Passyunk Avenue and South 9th
Street; Pierce Street between South
12th Street and South 11th Street:
McCl ellan Street between South 9th
Street and South 10th Street;
Jackson Street between South 5th
Street and South 6th Street; Cross
Street between South 5th Street and
South 4th Street; South 5th Street
between Morris Street and Tasker
Street, respectfully reports it has
consi dered the sane and returns the
attached bills to Council with a
favor abl e recommendati on.

And Bill No. 241107, an

or di nance establishing parking
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2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - REPORTS
regulations in the vicinity of
North 18th Street between Wod
Street and Callowhill Street; Vine
Street between North 18th Street
and North 19th Street; Call owhill
bet ween North 18th Street and North
19th Street; North 17th Street
bet ween Cal l owhill Street and Wod
Street; Thonpson Street between
North 18th Street and North 17th
Street; Harold Street between North
22nd Street and North 23rd Street;
and

Bill No. 250007, an
or di nance anendi ng Chapter 12-701
of The Phil adel phi a Code, entitled
"Designation of Bicycle Lanes," to
aut horize a bicycle lane on North
23rd Street between Race Street and
Mar ket Street, under certain terns
and condi tions; and

Bill No. 250009, an

or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
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2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - REPORTS

in the nature of a sidewalk cafe in
the vicinity of 542 Christian
Street, Phil adel phia, PA 19147,
under certain terns and conditions;
and

Bill No. 250046, an
or di nance aut hori zi ng the opening
of a right-of-way to the public on
| and near the intersection of the
sout heasterly side of Bath Street
and the southwesterly side of
Victoria Street, all |and being
owned by the City; and

Bill No. 250047, an
or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents
in the nature of a sidewalk cafe in
the vicinity of 1525 South 9th
Street, Phil adel phia, PA 19147,
under certain terns and conditions;
and

Bill No. 250048, an
or di nance aut hori zi ng encroachnents

in the nature of a sidewal k cafe in
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2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - REPORTS
the vicinity of 2049 East Hagert
Street, Phil adel phia, PA 19125,
under certain terns and conditions,
respectfully reports it has
consi dered and anended the sane and
returns the attached bills to
Council with a favorable
reconmendat i on.

There are no further
bills to report out fromthe
Commttee on Streets and Servi ces,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Jeffrey Jay Young for
a notion.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove that the rul es of
Counci| be suspended to permt the
first reading on this day of the
bills just read into the record by

the Chief d erk.
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(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the rules of
Counci| be suspended so as to
permt the consideration of these
bills just read by the Chief Cerk
at today's session of Council

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries. These bills wll
be placed in our First Reading
Cal endar for today.

The next order of
busi ness is the consideration of

t he Cal endar.
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| note that the bills
just reported fromcommttees with
t he suspension of the rules have
been deened to have had a first
reading. These bills wll be
pl aced on the Second Readi ng and
Fi nal Passage Cal endars for the
next session of Council.

As there are no
additional bills on the First
Readi ng Cal endar, the Chair
recogni zes Counci | menber Kat heri ne
G lnore Richardson with the purpose
of calling up bills and resol utions
on the Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars.

COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President.

The following bills and
resol utions are being called up
fromthe Second Readi ng and Fi nal

Passage Cal endars today: Nos.
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2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT
250125, 250127, 250138, 250143,
250144, and 240427-A is being
amended.

The following bills and
resolutions on the Cal endar are
bei ng hel d: 250130, 240304- A and
240665.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. Before
considering these bills and
resolutions, we wll consider
public coment as follows: Your
public comrent nust concern matters
on the Second Readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endars for possible
action in today's Council session.

Al'l speakers nust sign
up in order to testify. If you are
not already signed up for today's
sessi on, please do so now by giving
your nane to Ms. Hasson at the
table outside the rails to ny left.

Once you have signed up, you wll
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be called in the order in which
your nane appears on the sign-up
sheet .

Under idea
ci rcunstances, public comenters
each will have three mnutes to
speak. However, this tine may vary
from session-to-session. Due to
the extrenely long list of
testifiers and repetitious
coments, today's tine limt wll
be one mnute. In order to be fair
to all those wi shing to speak, |
intend to hold faithfully to the
one-mnute limt.

When you begi n speaki ng,
you will see a green light on the
podium \Wen there are 30 seconds
remaining to your time, the |ight
will turn yellow which is your
rem nder to conclude your renarks.
Once one m nute has passed, the

light -- once one mnute has
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passed, the light will turn red and
the Sergeant-at-Arns wl |l

di sconnect the m crophone. At that
poi nt, please yield the podiumto

t he next speaker who have not

al ready done so. | also reserve
the right, pursuant to our rules of
Council, to limt repetitious
coments on the same matter

Il wll ask the Chief
Clerk to please call the first
speaker.

CH EF CLERK: My we
have Council woman Janni e Bl ackwel |
to the podium My Kate Perez, Van
Sam Bach Trieu and Reverend
Christopher Ni el sen also nmake their
way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. BLACKWELL: Good
nor ni ng, everyone, M. President,

all menbers of Council. It is with
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great pride -- let ne first thank
God for the privilege and the
pl easure of being here with you
this norning. It is with great
pride that | stand here.

You know, before this |
had a neeting with One Day At A
Time, and they tal ked about how
their organi zati on has been in
exi stence for 42 years. And |
t hought about com ng here
thereafter and realizing that | was
here | onger than that, even | onger
than the years they were in
exi st ence.

| am honored to be here
and | am honored because you're
honoring ny famly. O course when
you honor ny famly, you honor ne.
I'"d like themto stand as |
i ntroduce them Donald Scott, ny

nephew, ny great-nephew.

(Appl ause.)

Page 77

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT

MS. BLACKWELL: Thank
you. Certainly next to himis ny
ni ece who's the daughter of Bernice
Wl cox, and certainly that's
Nat al i e Sanuel .

(Appl ause.)

MS. BLACKWELL: Next to
her is nmy sister Patricia Brooks, a
former teacher, leader in public
schools here in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

(Appl ause.)

MS5. BLACKWELL: Next to
her is Erica Sanuel, who's Nat's
daughter, and she and Nat took care
of ny sister. And I'd like her to
stand up as well.

(Appl ause.)

M5. BLACKWELL: And I'd
like to ask Raya to stand up.

W're glad to have her. And
certainly is that -- and I am

grateful for all of them being here
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and they wanted to be here because
we just funeralized her about a
week ago. | want to thank all of
you for the wonderful cards.

C ndy, Kathy, all the calls I've
got fromall of you and all of you
signing to certainly give us
respect .

You know, having been
here longer than I'l|l ever be in
any other formor place in ny life,
nearly 45 years, it just makes --
and thank you, Jimy, for nmaking ny
old office the people's office and
giving ne the first key even before
you got your own. Thank you.

| want to say | am

al ways honored. So let nme fromthe

bottom of ny heart say |I |ove you
all. 1 wll always | ove this place
nost of all. | thank you for the

honor. Thank you all very nuch

fromthe bottomof nmy heart, and
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God bl ess you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  God bl ess you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: My we
have Kate Perez. Then Van Sam
Bach Trieu, Reverend Chri stopher
Ni el sen. Then Julie Audrey Ward
Car negi e.

(Wt nesses approached
podi um)

M5. PEREZ: The United
States relies far too heavily on
punitive strategies |ike deploying
the National Guard to sweep
Kensi ngt on or sendi ng undocunent ed
peopl e to our Guantananp Bay
concentration canp. |'mworried
that Bill 240665 will lead to
i ncreasi ng the police budget as we
consistently offroad city
responsibilities to nonprofits,

deprive them of noney until they
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di sappear and then bol ster the cops
to fill in the gaps.

Again, | ask that the
FOP's contract explicitly state
that there can be no exchanges
bet ween any apartheid states. In
2022, the City solicited a study
about the Police-Assisted D version
program and had participants
reported positive results from
enrolling in case nmanagenent
i nstead of the court system

In this study, the cops
admt that they don't think that
t hey shoul d be providing social
servi ces because they aren't
trained to do that. Cops don't do
wound care. They're not soci al
wor kers, and yet they're already
asking for 250 mllion nore than
the entire city workforce and
consi dering offering $100, 000 | oan

forgiven at 10k per year for new
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cops to stay on the force.

These are hiring
I ncentives we should be offering to
teachers instead. Teachers are put
under investigation for discussing
genoci des in our school. Free
Pal esti ne.

(Appl ause.)

M5. SAM Hi, everyone.
My nane is Van Sam | go by
t hey/them pronouns. For the |ast
ei ght years | have worked with
nunmerous fornerly incarcerated
Sout heast Asian inmmgrants and
ref ugees who are facing detention
and deportation because of our
broken i nm gration systemthat
continue to crimnalize and puni sh
our conmunity after they already
served their tine.

Every person | have
encountered in the | ast decade is

soneone's uncl e, aunti e,
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grandparent, parent, kid who has
survi ved al nost every systemt hat
continues to fail themafter
i ncarceration and continue to be
puni shed every day for their
m st ake.

Puni shnent for these
fol ks does not | ook like the
i ndefinite detention until their
deportation at prison |like the
Moshannon Val | ey Processing Center
that big corporations are profiting
off. It looks |ike the |ate-night
call filled with anxi ety about
their upcom ng check-in with |ICE,
the sl eepless nights that follow,
t he 13- hour work day that next
nor ni ng because they need to nake
noney to renew their work perm:t
every year.

It is alifetinme of
puni shnment even post-deportation.

So we call on the Cty of
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Phi | adel phia to protect and support
our immgrant siblings no matter
what m stake they have made. |In
the eye of the current

adm ni stration -- okay.

(Appl ause.)

MR. WANG Hello. For
the record, ny nane is Al ang WAng.
" m speaki ng on behal f of Bach
Trieu, who had to step out for
work. This is an English
translation of his Vietnanese
testinony. Hello, everyone in City
Council. M nane is Bach Trieu. |
am 64 years old and | have lived in
Philly since 1994.

| am here today to
support the resolution that gives
imm grants and crimnal records a
second chance. | would like to
share ny story as soneone who is in
the sane situation as One and ot her

potential deportees. Because until
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2024, | also lived in fear for
bei ng deported and separated from
nmy famly.

In 2024 after five years
of working with VietLead in the
Free Mgration Project, | was
granted a pardon by Governor
Shapiro and |'mcurrently working
on the paperwork to be able to stay
wthny famly. MW famly and |
were given a second chance at age
63 to live without the fear of me
bei ng permanently separated from ny
famly, and I want others to have
the same opportunity.

Wen | was 19, | left ny
honme country of Vietnam by boat to
seek asylum In 1983 | inmm grated
to the United States. Like many
ot hers, | experienced the | anguage
barrier and poverty because | was
al one and had no famly. The

sadness and separation from ny

Page 85

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT
fam |y and the psychol ogi cal traum
of the world --

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Reverend Chri stopher Nielsen --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
J OHNSON: Excuse ne, Lopez. Just
real quick. Excuse nme, sir, who
was just speaking. You said you
got a pardon from Governor Josh
Shapi r 0?

MR, WANG  Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That's a big deal.
That's a big deal.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Go ahead, sir.

REVEREND NI ELSON:
Reverend Chri stopher N elsen. |
work wi th various inmm grant
comuni ti es, Caribbean, |ndonesian

Lati nx and so on and so forth. |
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am here to speak in favor of Bil
250138 fromthe tradition, the
Christian tradition, in Leviticus
19 that tells us that we nust treat
our aliens in our mdst as

oursel ves, as native born.

Phi | adel phia, which is
the City of Brotherly Love and
Sisterly Affection, city known as
the work shop of the world, a city
that is historically significant in
terms of where the Declaration of
| ndependence and the Constitution
were signed is supposed to be the
beacon of light, is supposed to be
t he exanpl e.

And Gty Council, you
got to be kidding ne, right? Cty
Counci| has that opportunity to
lead in this exanple to be that
beacon because you are fulfilling
the role of governnment. There's a

saying that evil only triunphs when
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good nmen and wonen do not do and
keep silent.

Leviticus also tells us
that we nust not sit idly by when
our nei ghbors our blood is at
stake. So | call upon Gty Counci
to be that beacon of light, to be
t hat hand extended and to be that
voi ce for the voiceless in reaching
out. Thank you so much for giving
me the opportunity for sharing and
speaking with you this afternoon,
and hopefully the results wll be
that you have heard but not only
heard, but you have heeded these
words. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Julie Audrey Ward Carnegie. My
Sam Chattin, Jereny Bl atstein,

Val erie Bai and Catzie Vil ayphonh
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al so make their way to the podi um

(Wt nesses approached
podi um)

M5. WARD CARNEG E:  To
verify, I amJulie Audrey Ward
Carnegie. Geetings, President of
City Council, Cty Council,
governnent staff, Phil adel phi a,
Mayor Parker, CGovernor Shapiro, the
honor abl e Counci | woman Janni e,
retired nmenber of Cty Council,
Governors of New Jersey, New York
listeners of public broadcasting
and public present in the assenbly,
| amin agreenent with the
present ment of Resol ution No.
250125.

And | need for the
residing M. Donald J. Trunp to
know that it is not what he is
doing currently is not governing
our country. And what is being

brought forth in this Resol ution
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No. 250125 is not -- it is not an
i nterference of governnent.

| am aski ng of you,
President of Council, if |I may
| eave this with you because it's
very inportant. The taxpayer
advocate wote this and presented
it to Congress in the year of
12/ 6/2018. And so, that there is
no del ays in processing, please
consider this as well. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You' re wel conme, ma' am
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Can sonebody get the
package fromthe young | ady pl ease.

MR CHATTIN:.  Hey. [I'm
Sam Chattin. |'m speaking on
behal f of the Defend M grants
Canpai gn Network in favor of
Resol ution 250138. Like with
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(i naudi bl e) the sins of Anmerica
still haunt our inm grant

communi ties back both during in the
decades foll ow ng the Vi etnam War,
the U S. governnent supported the
genoci de commtted by the Khner
Rouge in Canbodia. Folks don't
just decide to | eave their hones.

It takes extrene acts of
vi ol ence and devastating poverty to
cause people to risk everything to
nove to another country, especially
a country that constantly deneans
t hem and bl anmes them for conditions
caused by the insatiable greed of
t he weal t hi est classes in our
country.

So instead of hel ping
them we |abel folks Iike One as
crimnals and then exile them back
to countries who the U S
governnent continues to corrupt and

exploit. W demand the freedons of
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imm grants |like One in the future,
protection of all our inmm grant
communities. Qur inmmgrants are
not objects. They are not nere
i nports and exports. They are
community. And if the good folks
with Gty Council and our
governnent refuse to protect our
communi ties, then I chall enge al
of us to work beyond the gover nnent
to create the challenges we wish to
see today. Thank you for your tine
and | look forward to seeing the
passing of this critical
resol ution.

(Appl ause.)

MR, BLATSTEIN. Hell o,
Gty Council. M nane is Jereny
Blatstein. W' re tal king about
housi ng today. Housing, housing,
housi ng, Land Bank resolutions to
nove |land fromthe Land Bank. W

need nore of that. W need to put
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the Turn the Key program on
steroids. It's a programthat is
wor ki ng. | hope that each and
every one of you are in support of
that and are also in support of the
density that conmes with these types
of projects.

We need to streanline
that process to nake it faster, and
we need to allow nore density to be
built along transit corridors from
land that's controlled by the Land
Bank. And the last bit that needs
to be adjusted is adjusting the
(i naudi bl e) associated with Turn
the Key hones along with | ooki ng at
the tax abatenent for hones that
are for affordabl e housing.

And last thing I wll
say is raise your hand if you rode
SEPTA in the | ast week. Anybody?
Oh, look at all these hands out

here. All your constituents but
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that's zero nenbers of City Counci
for anot her week. Thank you. Have
a good one.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Val erie Bai, Catzie Vilayphonh.
May Ms. Debbi e Robi nson, Sylvia
Bennett and Di anna Col eman al so
make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. BAl: Good norning.
My nane is Valerie. | ama nurse
in the city and | urge Cty Counci
to vote yes on Resolution 250138.
Cty Council has a chance to
address the | egacy of tough-on-
crime policies by standing up for
One and peopl e |ike hi mdenmandi ng
his release from | CE detention at
Moshannon Val |l ey and ensuring those

seeki ng a second chance have the
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opportunity to thrive in our city.

As a nurse, | have an
et hical obligation to advocate for
patients autonony and right for
sel f-determ nation regardl ess of
i mmgration status or history of
incarceration. | believe this
obl i gation extends far beyond the
clinical environnent.

It is utterly
unconsci onabl e that a bel oved
communi ty nmenber |ike One, who has
al ready served tine, nust continue
to suffer in despicable conditions
of | CE detention such as the
Moshannon Val | ey Processing Center
where he is detained, which
subj ects people to unsanitary
condi ti ons, abuse, |ack of
nutritious food, unmtigated spread
of infectious disease and solitary
confinenment and high rates of PTSD

and poor nental health. Thank you
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to Council nenber O Rourke for his
noral courage. And | hope the rest
of Gty Council wll stand up for
One and informally incarcerated
noncitizens and refugees.

(Appl ause.)

M5. VILAYPHONH: Hi, ny
name is Catzie Vilayphonh. 1'ma
Phi | adel phian. | aman artist. |
am a | ong-tine Phil adel phian. |
run an organi zation called Muse in
t he House, which pronotes
storytelling in the Lao American
refugee community.

| actually just got ny
citizenship in 2021 so | was able
to vote for our last Mayor, vote in
our | ast presidential election.

But my journey to becone a citizen,
it took a while. So even though
|'"ve achieved nmany things, | also
have a crimnal record.

And one of the things
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that kept nme from applying for
citizenship was the news that
peopl e who were fornerly
i ncarcerated were bei ng deported
back to Laos and Canbodia. And for
nme, the two things that stood out
were, one, these are people ny age
who do not speak the | anguage being
sent back to places they've never
been to, but al so these
deportations weren't happening as
part of the sentence, but after the
fact that they had been rel eased.
And part of society had finished
education, becone fathers,
children, got married, started
organi zation, participated as
nmenbers of society and bei ng sent
back.

My time is al nost up.
So | just want to say that ICE is
not targeting people wth Canadi an

accents or Eastern European

Page 97

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT
accents. So really it's just

racial profiling. And | do believe
had any of those crimnals who
insurrected on the Capitol, if any
of them had green cards, none of

t hem woul d be gi ven a pardon.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Ms. Debbi e Robinson. My Sylvia
Bennett, Di anna Col eman, Theresa
Howel | and M chael Shields al so
make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

M5. ROBI NSON:  Good
norning. |1'mso happy to be here
today and |'m so pleased that y'all
all owed us to be here today,
because |I'm a nenber of Philly
Thrive and | live in Philadel phi a.
|'"ma resident of Phil adel phia. M
name i s Debbi e Robinson, and | am

in Dstrict 2. I"'ma District 2
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resident and a nenber of Philly
Thri ve.

" m speaki ng on the
resol uti on honoring the history of
Phi | adel phia Tenants Organi zi ng. |
remenber growing up in a house that
wasn't livable. It had so nuch
nol d that caused nme and ny siblings
to have asthma. No one would help
nmy single nother nmake the repairs
we needed even though she was j ust
trying to get support and live in a
decent pl ace.

Now, 50 years later ny
friend Mary's nom Mary Reegle's
nmom is still facing the sane
chal l enges. She can literally see
the sky through her roof. There is
too nmuch noney -- let ne say it
again. It's too nmuch noney in the
city of Phil adel phia for people to
be living the way that we're

l'iving.
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We the people help the
city grow. W put you in office
because you told us that you would
help us. W invited all of you to
join us this norning at the | aunch
of our Safe Health Honme -- |'m
sorry, Safe Hone Heal t h Budget
Canpai gn.

We're asking for 10
mllion for Phil adel phi a Energy
Authority's Built to Last and we're
asking for 10 mllion to
(i naudi bl e) positive rental
I nspections. W need to get them
i nspections together. W wll
continue to advocate for safe,
heal t hy hones and real ly hope that
all of you wll help us. Thank you
for letting ne share.

(Appl ause.)

MR SHI ELDS: Morni ng,
Counci | President and

Counci | renbers. M nane is M chael
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Shields. I'ma 57-year-old
Phi | adel phia native residing in the
(inaudible) Crcle area. The past
seven years |'m a nenber, proud
menber, of One PA Renters United
Phi | adel phi a.

| want to speak in favor
of Counci | menber O Rourke's
resol ution honoring the history of
Tenant Organi zation and just share
a bit of ny story. I|I'ma
contractor by trade, small business
owner. And when | noved into ny
current residence, it was
depl or abl e.

| know being a blind
optimst | figured that there's
things that | could do. In
addition to thinking that ny
| andl ord or property nanagenent
conpany woul d take care of these
things. Well, they didn't. So 90,

95 percent of all repairs and
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upgrades were done by nme w thout no
di me asked for in return.

You woul d t hink that
| andl ords and property nmanagenent
woul d take pride in their hones and
proactively nmake repairs, but ny
case is a bit different because |
ampretty savvy with honme repairs.
What kind of conditions would | had
been living in had | not had this
skill set. And constant reaching
out to these individuals, it seens
that they're nore concerned with
the bottomline than the safety and
health of their residents.

Hundr eds of thousands of
peopl e are going through this in
the city of Philadel phia so ny case
Is not different. But fighting
t hese industries or these
I njustices on our own has proven
futile. This is why I'min support

of the Proactive Preoccupancy
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| nspection programat L& to be
able to hold landl ords |ike mne
accountable. So we are asking for
$10 million for a pilot program
which is a drop in the bucket, for
Phi | adel phia's budget. Thank you
for your time and consideration.

(Appl ause.)

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER
Good norning, Gty Council.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Good nor ni ng.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |
am here with Nic O Rourke's
resolution. | ama proud nenber of
One PA Renters United. | just want
to give you a little history on
what |'ve been through wth ny
rental situation. |'ve been in ny
honme for 11 years. |It's owned by
notori ous scum | ord Drew DeMarco.

| have a Lead- Saf e

certificate, although ny house is
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full of lead. | have a niece that
has a level of 8, a lead level of 8
since she's been in ny hone for
| ess than a year. W need help
fromthe city. 1've been fighting
for six years on ny own to try and
get ny kitchen fixed.

My house was built in
1930 and in 2023 | got a brand new
ki tchen by advocating for nyself
t hrough Renters United, and ny hone
hadn't been touched since they
built it in 1930. How many people
here renmenber crates of grapes, the

grapes that cane in crates?

There were -- on one
wal |, there were grape crates as
filament in the wall. That wall

hadn't been touched in 100 years.
W need noney for housing repair in
the city of Phil adel phia. Thank

you.

(Appl ause.)

Page 104

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT

MR COLEMAN. Hi. M
nanme is Dianna Coleman. |I'mwth
One PA West/ Sout hwest Rising. So
what brings ne here is the need for
safe, healthy homes for al
regardl ess of zip code, race, age
or physical and nental status.
Now, L&, L& is supposed to help,
not hurt.

| noticed very quickly
that systens put in place for
renters by L& were nerely an
i1lusion. They not only worked in
favor of the | andlords, they were
reactive, ineffective and nuted
systens in place that increased
burdens for the tenant. And
al though in recent years grants for
hone repair prograns have becone
avail able for | owincone
homeowners, there appears to be
limted resources and responses and

based on favor.
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City connections and
therefore inequitable distributed,
as a bl ock captain over the years,
I nyself have beat the streets in
Sout hwest Philly and singl ehandedl y
supported dozens of individuals
with conpleting their applications
only to never be call ed.

And when you fol |l ow up,
you're net with excuses,
opposition. Now, |'mnot saying
that it's not happening at all.

"' maware of certain individuals
who have done the sane thing that
|'ve done, beating the streets,
getting their blocks signed up for
t hese hone repairs. And everyone
that they've hel ped actually and
regi stered has been called and
their hones repaired.

One woul d ask, why is
t hat happeni ng? And when asked,

the response fromthemis city
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connections. Now, despite these
prograns nmy comrunity is stil
being left living in ruins. |
asked, are these progranms just
political spectacles, an illusion,
a nmere distraction to nmake us
believe in sonething that doesn't
really exist?

The shortage of safe and
heal t hy housi ng has been a | ong-
time public health crisis in the
city of Phil adel phia, leading to
dire health effects being
consci ously ignored, nmonentarily
paci fied and unjustly handl ed. As
of late, this instability inherent
anongst - -

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Young | ady, your tine
pl ease and respectfully. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)
CH EF CLERK: My
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Annette Giffin, Andre Dawkins,

M chell e Crouch, Ernest Wl ey and
Benj am n Hoover al so make their way
to the podium Annette Giffin,
Andre Dawkins, M chelle Crouch,
Ernest Wl ey and Benj am n Hoover.

(Wt nesses approached
podi um )

M5. CROUCH H. MW
name is Mchelle Crouch. | cane
out today with Philly Thrive, One
PA Renters United. | was a renter
for many years. Now, |I'ma
homeowner. | can tell you being a
renter is a lot harder. It's nore
stressful, it's less secure. And |
want to thank Council menber
O Rourke for his resolution
honori ng tenant organizing.

There are sone
responsi bl e | andl ords out there,
but there are al so many

i rresponsi bl e | andl ords who j ust
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want to squeeze as nuch noney as

possi bl e out of their properties.
So that's why I'mstill fighting

for renters.

One of the first
buildings I went into and net
residents who are fighting and
organi zing for their own safety,
health and dignity was the Brith
Shol om House. | first went up
there in 2019. That buil ding was
unsafe. |In 2019 the elevators
didn't work. The fire system was
out of date. Raccoons were falling
out of the ceiling.

L& gave themcitations.
They went to court, but nothing was
getting better. And finally, PHA
bought it in 2024. They said it
was uni nhabi tabl e, but five years
is too long. People are dying
while they are waiting for dignity,

for safe housing, and they're on
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wai tlists for vouchers for hone
repair prograns. W have to fix
t hi s.

And | just want to take
the last few seconds of nmy tinme to
honor Ms. Jacqueline Tindall and
Ms. Di ana Dukes who are two tenant
organi zers who fought for the
dignity of residents at Brith
Shol om House and who passed away
while they were waiting for the
city to fix these broken systens.

(Appl ause.)

M5. GRIFFIN. H . MW
name i s Annette Giffin, and I am
here with One PA West/ Sout hwest
Rising. And | would like to thank
Presi dent Kenyatta Johnson for
i stening and ny Counci | person
Jam e Gaut hier, You know, she is
aut hentic, speaks truth to power.
Counci | man Ni col as O Rourke for

passing the co-op -- the whole City
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Council, making the city of

Phi | adel phi a nunber one and
recogni zi ng 2025 as the Year of the
Co- op.

And y'all know what,
when you're in the co-op, you are
the | andlord and the tenant, | wll
tell you. And you got a jewel,
Counci | man Jones, right in your
backyard, Valley G een Apartnents.
Y all should check it out. But
here's what |'mhere to tell you.
It's ny L& story.

So | grewup in Philly.
| came back to care for ny parents,
and it was through collective
economcs wth ny siblings that we
were able to stay in ny famly
honme. | have the privil ege of
residing there now M L&l
experience was the water main
broke. We didn't think we had the

noney to pay for it. The Cty was
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going to finance it.

Then we found out we had
that American Water resource. And
we had got a plunber, had a permt.
And t hen when Anerican \Water
Resource cane along, we had to get
anot her plunber. And L& didn't
give me a new permt until we
cancel ed the original one. And
then the Gty of Phil adel phia was
tal ki ng about shutting down the
water. | was like, no, no. And
so, red tape turned into red car pet
treat nent because we got it
resol ved through collective
econom cs.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Andre Dawki ns, Ernest WI ey,
Benj am n Hoover and then Denise
Cay Mirray.

(Wtnesses approached

podi um )

Page 112

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMENT
MR. WLEY: M nane is

Ernest Wley. | used to be an
ener gency noney tech -- nedical
technician. | now consider nyself

an energency noney technician and
al so a enmergency nanagenent
technician. | have to activate al
of the enmergency managenent
systens.

CVMDC says that we have a
perfect econony and a soft | anding.
They don't know why but | know why.
| have nessages for all countries,
Canada, China, Europe. They nust
stop doing the tariff war with
Trunp. We need to use the new
macr oeconom ¢ fornulas that |
I nvent ed.

We have to start
enmer gency protocols for coastal
evacuations, and Trunp shut down
FEMA. He's obstructing coast al

evacuations. [It's a nmass genoci de.
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We need lights and sirens to build
up energency residential cabins 100
mles away fromthe coastlines. |If
we don't, the coastal chaos wll
cause nassive starvation throughout
the whole world, including this
city.

| know why the ice caps
will nelt faster than expected. |
have bank bail outs for
macr oeconom ¢ protocols and all the
banks in all the countries. Al
mar kets are bull etproof. You do
not need to sell off your assets.

| al so have energency
formulas to fix the hyperinflation
i n Venezuela. W can start selling
goods in all countries. GDP
expansion is extrenmely massive.
Zero recession, zero depressions.
The first gl obal macroecononic
bailout for all countries is a

total of $16 quadrillion. That's
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$2 mllion per person on the

planet. It's 8 billion people on
Pl anet Earth estimated -- that's
fine.

MR, HOOVER: Thank you.
My nane is Benjam n Hoover,
| egi sl ative representative for the
Phi | adel phi a Federati on of
Teachers. Thank you, Counci |l nmenber
Presi dent Johnson and all the
Counci | renbers here. | speak on
behal f of our President Arthur
St ei nberg and the 14,000 nenbers of
t he PFT Local 3.

| rise in support of the
resol ution from Counci | menber
Gauthier. W need no kings in
Anmerica. W have no kings in
Anerica. W need no kings in
Anerica. So thank you for
presenting this. W know here in
Phi | adel phia we're a denocratic

republic. W know that because we
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have two foundi ng docunents, a
Decl aration of I ndependence that
says we need no kings and a
Constitution that says we're a
denocratic republic.

W have these two
docunents here in Phil adel phia. W
al so know i n Phil adel phia the power
of public schools. W are hone to
t he ol dest public schools in the
nation. Central H gh School, found
in 1837. An African Institute of
Phi | adel phia, |ater Cheyney
University found in 1838. W
under st ood the founders knew the
bedrock of |iberty is education.

Yet President Trunp
t hrough his actions, through his
proclamations is threatening to cut
t he Departnent of Educati on,
Departnment of Agriculture, which
w || affect our nenbers here in

Phi | adel phia. W have com ng up on
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March 4th, a day of action. W' ve
invited all Council nenbers, all
community nenbers to cone out,
speak with us, fromevery schoo
yard, fromevery City Hall, from
every street. W need no kings in
this country. Protect our Kkids,
not pretend kings.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Denise Clay Murray. May Jacen
Bowran, Asia Shada Si nmons, Dontes
Keys and Sappho Fulton al so nake
their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. CLAY MURRAY: Hi,
everyone. M nane is Denise d ay
Murray. And usually I'msitting
over there m nding ny own business,
but | cone here to thank
Counci | menber Landau and for

hopefully all of you to vote for

Page 117

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT
the resolution honoring ny friend
Tyrone Smth.

| started out as a
reporter here in Philadel phia
witing about H'V and AIDS in the
Bl ack community. And one of the
peopl e that hel ped nme understand
exactly what the conmunity was
goi ng through, particularly when it
came to HV and AIDS and the fact
that poverty was, in nmany cases,
what the Bl ack conmunity had to
deal with in addition to that was
Tyrone Smth.

| owe hima lot in terns
of ny career and what |'ve been
able to do since. So | thank you
for honoring him And | especially
t hank you, Council nenber Landau,
for making himone of the first
nmenbers of the LATQ Hall of Fane
for the city because | can think of

no one who deserved it nmore. Thank
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you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. FULTON: City
Council, on behalf of Wnen Beyond
Borders we want to thank Rue Landon
i n honoring the resolution for
Tyrone Smith. W just want to send
our great and deepest condol ence
and encourage City Council to act
on Bl ack male health. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR. BOAWAN:. CGood
nmorni ng, Council President, Cty
Council. M nane is Jacen Bownan.
| am the Vice-President of
Phi | adel phi a Bl ack Gay Pri de.
Today | want to support and
cel ebrate the resol ution done by
Rue Landau to celebrate the life of
Tyrone Smith. |In the words of
Tyrone, to God be the glory.

Tyrone was not only a

pi oneer, an icon, a trailblazer and
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an unwavering activist, he was an
uncle, a brother, a nentor and a
friend. And as a young queer man
navi gati ng through the city of
Phi | adel phia, | was very bl essed
and privileged to have his gui dance
and know edge affirma voice in ne
that | didn't even know was there.
Tyrone lived | oudly,
bol dl y and unapol ogetically even in
times when his lifestyle i rage was
far fromthe norm H's conm tnment
to uplifting others and advocati ng
for our rights has paved the way
for many in the Phil adel phia LGBTQ
community. He inspires us all to
enbrace our true selves and stand
firmin our beliefs. And as an
openly-affirmng African Anerican
gay man who lived to be 80-pl us,
80-plus, that is sonething that
does not happen because we all know

the H V/ AIDS epi dem ¢ has w ped out
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generations of nmen and wonen com ng
up in the late '80s and ' 90s.

| also want to make sure
that we have this on record, that
Tyrone may be gone in the flesh.
But let ne tell you sonething, we
are so blessed to have Tyrone as an
ancest or because the things that he
got done here on earth, just
I magi ne what he's going to do in
the afterlife. And | thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Dont es Keys, Sappho Fulton. May
Davi d Al exander Jenkins, Lynn
Landes and Jazm ne Henderson al so
make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR KEYS: Al right.
Good norni ng, Council President and
City Council, | have a few renarks.

I''m here on assignnent both in
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Phi | adel phia and D.C. For the
record, | am Dontes Keys, artist as
wel | as the fornmer Conmm ssioner
with the Ofice of Human Rel ations
as well as the senior

communi cations lead for AIDS United
i n Washi ngton, D.C.

My first remarks are on
behal f of Dr. Andre Ford, Executive
Director of the Col ours
organi zation where | served as a
former Board nenber. Tyrone has
been both an asset and an anchor
i nvolved in the Col ours work since
inception. He |everaged his w sdom
to stir up necessary action wthin
our conmunity.

Qur col |l aboration spans
over 30 years across various
organi zations united by the sheer
comm t nent of supporting Bl ack
LBGTQ communities of color. His

work is not done in vain. For

Page 122

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT
former (inaudible) Director and CEO
of AIDS United Jesse Ml an, Tyrone
Smth was a wal ki ng definition of
Black dignity. 1In every room he
entered a tall frame with refined
character and in his measured

wor ds, all demanded respect and
attention. He is an exanple for
our excellence and he will be
remenbered and sorely m ssed.

My own remarks: 11
years ago today | interviewed
Tyrone Smth for Phil adel phi a
Magazine. It was seven questions
in which that he answered. And
wi thin those seven questions, he
made a remark to being grateful to
live 80 years. That is not
actually the truth of many Bl ack
gay men or Bl ack gay or Bl ack nen,
period, in Philadel phia. The life
expectancy of Black nmen is 65.

Tyrone lived to |ive 80-plus,
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right. So if we're thinking about
how we're going to nove forward
Tyrone's | egacy, we have to change
our investnent in Black nal es.
Thank you so much.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Sappho
Ful ton, David Al exander Jenki ns,
Lynn Landes, Jazm ne Hernandez.
Then Phil Lockett Freenman.

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MR JENKI NS:
M. President, David Al exander
Jenkins. Menbers and guests, |
rise today in firmsupport of the
resol ution as presented by
Counci | renber Gauthier. As
Phi | adel phi ans who live and die in
t he shadow of the very birthplace
of American denocracy,
Phi | adel phi ans who carry in their

DNA t he nenory of our founding
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fathers who gathered to declare
that no man, no matter how
powerful, shall place hinmself above
t he | aw

| join with you in
rejecting the style of majesty and
the title of king, nobst grossly
irreverently and unhunorously
adopted in what can only be
acknow edged as an ignorant jest.
And t he abuse of powers by he whose
behavior is nore closely patterned
to Adolf Hitler's rise to power
that (inaudible) was in the nonarch
| have ever known.

| recall today the
war ni ng penned by Al exander
Ham |l ton in the Federalist Papers,
whi ch says that the instrunments by
whi ch the governnent is to be
enforced and executed are in the
hands of the people. And it is

therefore essential that the
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governnent be derived of their
will. Brethren of |ove, sisters of
affection, | remnd you that we are
the guardians of |iberty. And
today we affirmthat the duty
rejecting any attenpt to dismantle
our denocratic institutions, that

i f any man be confused who we are,
| et himheed the words carved into
the history by the signers of the
Decl aration of |ndependence witten
just six blocks fromwhere we
stand, that a prince whose
character is marked by every

(i naudi bl ) can be defined as a
tyrant unfit to be the ruler of a
free people, that he who has sought
the place in personal anbitions
above the will of the people, he
who underm nes judiciary, he who
woul d tranple on the very
Constitution that safeguards our

freedons is a donestic terror.
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Benjamn Franklin |eft
us with this word, What do we have
here a republic if you can keep it.
Today we shall keep it today. W
will defend it. Today we stand to
condemm that man who seeks to
destroy us.

(Appl ause.)

M5. LANDES: Good
morning. My name is Lynn Landes of
Safestreetsphilly.org. |I'ma
regi stered Republican and parent of
two naturalized citizens.
strongly oppose the resol utions
t hat condemm President Trunp and
support illegal inmmgrants.

(Backgr ound
i nterruption.)

M5. LANDES: President
Trunmp is doing his job --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Ms Landes, just one

second. Everybody had an
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opportunity to express how they
feel, so | don't want any si debar
comments or anything rather you
agree or disagree with the person
that's speaking. Please
respectful ly.

MS. LANDES: Thank you.
President Trunp is doing his job as
he protects our nation by securing
our borders. He's also discovering
and elimnating a nmassive anount of
wast e, fraud and abuse created over
t he past several decades by
politicians fromboth political
parties.

President Trunp is
aggressively pronoting transparency
and accountability in governnment
and that nmakes sense to many
Denocrats, Republicans and
| ndependents alike. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have

Jazm ne Hernandez, Phil Lockett
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Freeman. May Rhonda CGol df ei n and
Asa Khalif also nmake their way to
t he podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

MS. HENDERSON: Just to
verify, ny nanme is Jazm ne
Hender son, not Hernandez. My
pronouns are she and her, and |I'm
here in support of Council nenber
Landau's bill for HHVto not be a
crime. For too | ong we have seen
peopl e who are HI V-positive
crimnalized to a greater degree
t han peopl e who are doing the sane
crime. We will never get
I nfections under control and a
comunity viral load of O until the
stigma behind HV is destroyed, and
this is a good first step.

| would also like to
just point out that |I condem

Donal d Trunp and all of his actions
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that crimnalize and marginalize
the already marginalized groups in
America. | condemm the fact that
he has decided that trans people do
not exist and that we nust be
erased from soci ety.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK:  Phi |
Lockett Freeman, Rhonda Col df ein,
Asa Khalif. And may Sakae Ki kuchi
and Katrina Eanes al so nmake their
way to the podium

(Wtnesses approached
podi um)

MR FREEMAN: Okay. M
nanme is Phillip Locket Freeman, and
I"mhere to support Bill 250130,
where you recogni ze DOGE for trying
to underm ne the federa
government. |'malso here to
recogni ze this body for not
recogni zi ng the Phil adel phi a

Freednen Coalition to have
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t heirsel ves(sic) recognized to this
body.

We' ve been com ng down
here sayi ng the sane ol e thing.
And if you want us to go crazy so
you can bl ackball us, then maybe
that's what we probably have to do.
But how can you recogni ze DOGE f or
underm ni ng the federal governnent?
And on a local level you can't
recogni ze your constituents.

| want to know the
answer today and we need to sit
down and tal k about this. W're
trying to be civil and | think you
all need to get it together. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Council President. Point of
i nformati on, Council President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Chair recogni zes
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Counci | mrenber |sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: |
just wanted to say thank you to the
previ ous witness who just testified
and all of the wi tnesses who come
down and advocate for such
initiatives. And ny resolution
today we actually did recogni ze the
concept of the Freednen's Bureau
and calling on the Cty of
Phi | adel phia to recogni ze those
advocacy efforts.

So | wanted to thank the
gentleman for his testinony and |
wanted to |l et himknow that we do
hear himin Philadelphia Cty
Counci | .

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Menber Thonas.

M5. GOLDFEIN. Good
norning. | am Rhonda Col df ei n,

Executive Director of the Al DS Law
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Proj ect of Pennsylvania. Founded
in 1988, the AIDS Law Project is

the nation's only public interest
| aw firm dedi cated exclusively to
people living with H 'V and those

affected by the epidemc.

Thank you to
Counci | mrenber Landau for
I ntroducing the resolution to
designate February 28th as HV is
Not a Crinme Awareness Day. By
i ntroduci ng the resol ution, she has
al ready nmade all of you aware of
the issue. Approximtely, 30
states have laws that initiate or
I ncrease crimnal penalties against
people living with H YV solely
because they have a virus.

HV crimnalization is a
relic froma tinme nore than three
decades ago when not a | ot was
known about H V transm ssion and we

had no effective treatnent.
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Pennsyl vani a does not have a
specific HV crimnalization | aw,
but a charge of prostitution, which
Is a msdeneanor in this
Commonweal th, is increased to a
felony of people living with HV --
if a person living with HV is
involved. This is true even if
there is no physical contact.

Puni shi ng peopl e sinply
because they have a virus does not
make anyone safe. Crim nal
penal ties based on fear and
m sinformation only contribute to
the stigma facing people living
with HV and the stigma fuels the
H 'V epidemc. It keeps people from
getting tested and treated for HV
for fear of what w || happen.

Pennsyl vani a has only
that one remaining reference inits
crimnal code, and it's long tine

to renove it and the stignma causes.
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We are fortunate that our elected

| eaders | i ke Council menber Landau
who introduced the resol ution,

St at e Representative Ben Waxman who
i ntroduced House Bill 633 to renove
the | ast stigmatizing reference,
and State Senator Vince Hughes who
will be introducing a conpanion
bill.

They all know that to
end the H'V epidem c we nust end
stigma, including the stigma and
outdated | aws, policies and
m sinformation. So |let us say on
February 28th and every day HV is
not a crinme. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, KHALIF: Good
nmor ni ng, Council. M nane is Asa
Khalif. | wear many hats, but
today, this norning, | wear the hat
of a grieving nephew. | would |ike

to thank first and forenost
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Counci | woman -- Counci | person,
excuse ne, Rue Landau for the
resol uti on honoring ny uncle Tyrone
Smith for his countless hard work
and dedication to the LGBTQ
community. |It's particularly
specifically people of color, Black
LGBTQ queer peopl e.

Activists are not born.
They're created. They're created
out of the pain and the struggle.
They're created out of the passion
to make this world a better place.
My uncle -- words escape ne because
of the enmption right now [|'m ful
of enmption. But | want to thank
you again, Rue, for this. 1"l
| eave you with this quote that he
left with me, Live in your truth
boldly. Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have

Sakae Ki kuchi, Katrina Eanmes. My
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Wanda Wal ker, Ogbonna Hagi ns and
Charlie Myers al so make their way
to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached
podi um )

M5. KIKUCH : H . Good
norning. My name is Sakae Kikuchi
and |'mthe organizing director of
the Asian Pacific |slander
Political Alliance or APIPA. 1'ma
resident of District 3, and |I'm
here to speak in support of the
resol uti on brought by Counci |l nenber
O Rour ke, 250138.

Phi | adel phi a has an
opportunity to offer hope to
residents who are under attack
right now to end a (inaudible)
stands by the peopl e who work,
live, worship and raise their
famlies here, by standing with
One, by preserving sanctuary

policies and not caving to federal
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pressures.

Peopl e who serve their
time should not be subjected to the
addi ti onal puni shnent of
potentially lifelong separation
fromthe only Iife and hone they've
ever known. | know from personal
experience as a grandchild of
peopl e who experience
I ncarceration, that the |egacy of
that trauma and famly separation
I's sonething that endures and has
I nt ergenerational inpacts.

But on top of that,
deportation, separating famlies
and communities fromeach other is
an additional |ayer of violence.
Juan has an application for a U
vi sa pending. He deserves a chance
to have his application considered.
Li ke so many inmm grants or refugees
in inmmgration detention, he's

al ready conpleted his tine and
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deserves a second chance to return
to his community and have the sane
opportunities that other returning
citizens have.

We're in the m ddl e of
an onsl aught as others have
mentioned fromthe federal |evel.
They' re attacking so many different
parts of our community and so nany
different parts of our Ilives.

Phi | adel phi a has an opportunity
here to stand up for people and
people like One. So | urge you all
to pass the resol ution brought by
Counci | menber O Rour ke.

(Appl ause.)

M5. EAMES: Hello. M
name is Katrina Eanes. |'mhere to
speak in support of Resolution
250138 i ntroduced by Council nenber
O Rourke. | would like to speak in
support of our city being one that

wel cones i mm grants and refugees,
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that stands up for our conmmunities
and for everyone who calls

Phi | adel phi a hone.

| would like Gty
Council to vote in support of this
resolution and to call on ICE for
the i nmedi ate rel ease of our
nei ghbor and community nenber One.
| have seen so many people in
Phi | adel phia stand up for each
ot her tinme and agai n.

My experience here has
been one of people conm ng together
fromall over the city to make sure
that all of us can be safe, that
all of us can have a hone here.
And |'ve seen people do that
regardl ess of their inmmgration
status. And |I'masking all of you
to join us in that so that we can
be an exanple for our Commonweal th
and our country of what we could

be. And it's nore inportant now
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than ever that we | ead and chanpi on
wel com ng i mm gration policies.
Thank you for your consideration.

(Appl ause.)

M5. TORRES: Good
nor ni ng, everyone. How s everyone
doing. Good nmorning. So ny namne
is Evelyn Torres. |'mthe
Executive Director of Action
Wl | ness. Action Wellness was
started -- sorry. | wusually have a
big nouth, but let nme start again.

" mthe Executive
Director. M nane is Evelyn Torres
of Action Wellness. Action
Vel [ ness was started as Action AIDS
in 1986 by a group of dedi cated
volunteers in response to the Al DS
epi dem c. Today we serve over 2000
persons living wwth H'V or at risk
of acquiring HV and their
famli es.

W provide a nyriad of

Page 141

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - PUBLI C COMMVENT
services, and our goal is to
support, enhance our client's
physi cal and enotional well -being.
W are one of several organizations
and clinics providing services to
over 18,000 people living with HV
i n Phil adel phia. These are our
friends, famly, |oved one, clients
and constituents.

"' m here to support
desi gnating Friday February 28th,
2025 as HV is Not a Crine
Awar eness Day, as introduced by
Counci | person Rue Landau. A |ot of
this has already been said, but ny
col | eague Rhonda CGol dfein. But |
just want to add that HV
crimnalization is not based on
sci ence and adds to the
stigmati zation of persons living
with HV, especially those in
mar gi nal i zed community, LGBTQ

i ndi vidual s, African Anerican and
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Lat i nx.

It prevents people who
are living with or at risk of HV
fromreceiving the health care and
ot her sort of supportive services
they need and deserve. |'m asking
City Council to del egate tonorrow,
February 28th as HV is Not a Crine
Awar eness Day, thereby sending a
strong signal that the Gty of
Phi | adel phia stands in solidarity
with persons with H'V and also to
support efforts in the PA
St at ehouse to decrimnalize HV in
Pennsyl vani a. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Wanda Wl ker, Ogbonna Hagi ns,
Charlie Myers. And may Mari a
Yel verton and Muti Aj anu- Osagboro
al so make their way to the podi um

(Wtnesses approached

podi um )
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M5. WALKER:  Good
nor ni ng, beautiful people. M nane
I s Wanda Wal ker. W have one
mnute so let's get this started.
Nunber one, our seniors, Ron
DeSantis, the governor of Florida
is looking into making it where
peopl e don't have to pay property
taxes. W know that every city and
state is different, but we need to
| ook at this in Philadel phia for at
| east our seniors.

Nunmber two, you all net
with Uof P and they're rolling
back DEI. W need to cone up with
a way to make sure U of P wth
their $22 billion-dollar endowrent
pays their fair share of property
taxes. Then we wouldn't have to
worry about themrolling about
rolling back anythi ng because we
woul d have the noney we need.

Phi | adel phia is the
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nunber one poorest big city and we
don't have to stay here if we start
prioritizing what is inportant. W
need affordabl e housing. W don't
need expensi ve devel opers coni ng

i nto Phil adel phia building stuff
that we can't afford. So why not
take the properties that are going
to the Land Bank and give it to the
renters. Instead of going after

| andl ords to fix up their property,
give the noney to the renters so
that they can have their own
properties and becone property
owner s.

Let's see what el se do
we have to say. Taxes, we tal ked
about that. Tonorrowis the
bl ackout day. So the 28th is
supposed to be the day Al Bl ack
peopl e aren't supposed to be buying
anything in the stores. So |I'm

just making it a rem nder. Because
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after all, it was really supposed
to be a whole nonth but people
can't seemto nmake the sacrifice.

| think -- oh, educate
our kids. |If we educate themin
the trades and technol ogy, then
they get the jobs in --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That Land Bank.

MS. WALKER: - -
Phi | adel phia. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you, Wanda.

MR HAG@ NS:. (Ogbonna
Hagi ns, President of the
Phi | adel phi a Reparations Coalition
for Anmerica Freednen. | nagine
you're a citizen in N caragua or
Canada or Gui nea or any ot her
country, and you know that if you
cone to Philadel phia illegally you
will receive food, clothing,

shel ter, education and sanctuary.
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Even if you are a
crimnal, someone who has kill ed,
robbed, assaulted or worse, you are
still welconmed with open arns in
Phi | adel phia. This is what
Counci l man Nicol as O Rourke is
proposing with his resolution. He
I s suggesting that soneone who has
violated the |l aws of any ot her
country can cross our borders
illegally and find refuge here in
Phi | adel phi a.

Meanwhil e, the citizens
who have been here, the descendants
of those who built this country,
have no office for sanctuary, no
place to turn for the sane support
that's offered to people who are
illegal. We know there's a |ot of
I nsanity going on around the world,
but there's sone insanity where we
have a resolution |ike that.

And finally, finally,
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I'd like to thank that finally one
Counci | mrenber had the nerve to
menti on American Freednen. Brother
| sai ah, thank you for at | east
mentioning. | didn't read the
resolution so | can't say |I'mfor
it or against it. But at |east you
are the first Gty Council nenber to
mention the progeny of the
emanci pat ed, the people who saved
this nation, the people who built
this nation. And we have soneone
that's trying to let illega

i mm grants cone in here and get

sanctuary. Ogbonna Hagins. Over

and out.

(Appl ause.)

MR MYERS. Hello. MW
nanme is Charlie. |'ma Canvass

t eam manager at One PA. This is ny
friend Kingsley. This is ny friend
Justin. They are co-workers. So

we support Council menber O Rourke's
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resol uti on honoring tenant
or gani zi ng.

| rented a studio
apartnment at the corner of
Frankford and Al |l egheny for about a
year and a half. The heat was
barely functional. Wuld go out
randonml y and nobody shoul d have to
rush to Wal mart for an energency
space heater when it's 34 degrees
in their apartnent.

W are calling on Gty
Hal | to put people over profit by
i nvesting in safe and heal t hy hones
for all. W are also demanding 10
mllion for Philadel phia Energy
Authority's Built to Last Hone
Repai r Program because nobody
shoul d be forced to sell their
fam |y home just because we nmay not
be able to afford to repair it
ourselves right away. The tax

boost to the city does nothing for
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all the chaos, pain and traunma that
is created by displacenent.

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Maria Yel verton and then Miti
Aj anu- Gsagbor o.

(Wt nesses approached
podi um )

MS. YELVERTON: Hell o.
My nane is Maria. | represent
Philly Thrive. | ama District 7
resident. |'m speaking on the
resol ution honoring the history of
Phi | adel phi a Tenant Organi zati on.
| need to nove out of my current
apartnent as soon as possible
because the conditions there are
unl i vabl e.

| have not had hot water
for a year and a half throughout
the winter. |In order for ne to
take a warm shower, ny daughter has

to carry boiling water up a flight
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of stairs into ny bathtub. That is
dangerous. And this is on top of
the fact that | continue to pay ny
rent every nonth.

Wy is it that ny
| andl ord can get away with this,
t hese dangerous, unlivable and
human conditions while | still keep
payi ng them every nonth? How can
they still continue to nmake a
profit when | amliving like this?
It is not right. | cannot continue
living Iike this.

After waiting nonths for
repairs, | amforced to nove.
Since | amon a fixed inconeg,
finding a place | can afford in
Phi | adel phia is hard, not to
mention a place that is in ny
nei ghbor hood near ny conmunity.
Once | nove, this will be the first
apartnment | have on ny own and |I'm

so excited to put up photos of ny
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kids on the wall and be able to
host ny grandkids at mnmy house.

" m aski ng al
Counci | mrenbers to support our
Saf ety Heal t hy Honmes Budget
Canpai gn so that everyone, renters
and honeowners, can have the
repairs that we need and deserve.
Thank you, Council man O Rourke.
And, Jam e, thank you,
Counci | woman.

(Appl ause.)

MR AJAMJ CSAGBORO  I'm
starting to think this is a
conspiracy. Any tine | cone up
here sonmething wong with the mc
or sonething. Sonething' s going on
here. | support anybody's right to
say whatever it is they want to
say. | support that passionately
and vehenently. Even though |I may
di sagree with them vehenently, |

support their right to say it. |
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don't care what it is.

"' m General Miti A anu-
Gsagboro fromthe great state of
North Phil adel phia, city of Richard
Allen. And I'mhere to be in
opposition of Bill 240304-A. |I'm
in opposition to this bill as well
as nost of the bills dealing with
housi ng and property, sinply
because on the basis of | anguage,
| anguage al one, as | pointed out
| ast week | anguage is germane to
our people understanding what's
going on in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

The biggest crine is
gentrification or one of the
bi ggest crines. It's not the
bi ggest, but it's one of the
bi ggest crines, gentrification.
And as such -- I'mtrying to sprint
to make this mnute. Everybody

knows that housing or hone
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ownership is the engine for
generati onal weal th.

Gty of Phil adel phia
used to be the nunber one city of
Bl ack honeownership. And now, it's
dr opped off precipitously. And now
it's nunber one in the nation in
the poorest big city. The
synonynous -- the up and down is
synonynmous with one another. And
as such, you have to ask yourself
are you with the gentrification
that's goi ng on.

Most of it started
before you all was even in this
body, but now you have the
opportunity to stop it. It's in
its third trinmester, and our job is
to abort it. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
nanmes for public comrent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  That concl udes today's
public comment peri od.

W will now consider the
bills and resolutions on the Second
Readi ng and Fi nal Passage
Cal endar s.

Wuld the Cerk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250125.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on condemi ng PRESI DENT
DONALD J. TRUMP for novi ng our
nation closer to a constitutional
crisis by, likening hinself to and
acting like a king.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gauthier for a
notion regardi ng Resol uti on No.
250125.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption

Page 155

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - 2ND READI NG
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250125 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it, the
notion carries and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250127.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution authorizing the

Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
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of 623 Rear North 55th Street,
| ocated in the 4th Council manic
District in accordance with the
terms of Chapter 16-700 of The
Phi | adel phi a Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes the
gentl eman fromthe 4th Council manic
District Councilman Curtis Jones
for a notion regardi ng Resol ution
No. 250127.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you, M. President.

| nove for its adoption.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250127 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it, the
notion carries and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250138.

CH EF CLERK: A
resolution calling on Inmgration
and Custons Enforcenent to
i mredi ately rel ease Sereyrath "One"
Van from Moshannon Val | ey
Processing Center, and calling on
Phi | adel phi a as nenbers of the
United States Congress to chanpion
wel comng immgration policies in
t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a,
and to recogni ze Phil adel phia as a
city of second chances, especially

for fornmerly incarcerated
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nonci ti zens.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci |l man Ni colas O Rourke for a
notion regardi ng Resol uti on No.
250138.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. President.

| do nove for the
adoption of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250138 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  The ayes have it, the
notion carries and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250143.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol uti on authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
of 4701 Sansom Street |ocated in
the 3rd Councilmanic District in
accordance with the terns of
Chapter 16-700 of The Phil adel phi a
Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes the
Gentle Lady fromthe 3rd
Council manic D strict Council menber
Jam e Gauthier for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 250143.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
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of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 250143 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
notion carries and the resol ution
I s adopt ed.

WIl the derk please
read the title of Resolution No.
250144.

CH EF CLERK: A
resol ution authorizing the

Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose
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of 1124 South 56th Street | ocated
in the 3rd Councilmanic District in
accordance with the terns of
Chapter 16-700 of The Phil adel phi a
Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Jam e Gauthier for a
notion regardi ng Resol uti on No.
250144.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopted -- that
Resol uti on No. 250144 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying

aye.
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(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it, the
notion carries and the resol ution
i s adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of Bill No. 240427.

CH EF CLERK: An
or di nance anendi ng Section 14-305
of The Phil adel phia Code, entitled

“Nonconformties," by providing for
further provisions on changes from
non- conform ng uses; all under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes the
gentl eman fromthe 5th Council manic
District, Councilman Jeffrey Jay

Young for a notion.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG:.  Thank
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you, M. President.

| would like to offer an
amendnent to Bill No. 240427. A
copy of the amendnent has been
circulated to all nmenbers of
Council. | nove for the adoption
of the amendnent.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
amendnment to Bill No. 240427 be
adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
bill has been anended. This bil

will be placed on the Final Passage
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Cal endar for our next session of
Counci | .

WIl the derk please
read any additional resolutions on
today' s Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
Berni ce Corean W1 cox for her
lifelong dedication to her famly
and comunity, celebrating her
remar kabl e contri buti ons and
expressi ng deep appreciation for
the lasting inpact of her kindness,
service and | eadership. Introduced
by Counci | menber Gaut hi er.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Jam e Gaut hi er.

(Backgr ound
interruption.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Excuse ne?

The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | mrenber Jam e Gauthier for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wl|
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the next title of the

resol uti on.
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CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ati ng Uni versal Audenried
Hi gh School senior guard Shayl a
Smth on her remarkabl e achi evenent
as Philadelphia's All-Tinme Grls'
Scoring Leader. |Introduced by
Counci | menber Thomas on behal f of
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair
ent husi astically recogni zes
Counci | renber Thomas for a great
notion on that resolution.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

It is a great notion.
It's a historical nonment. And |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
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properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resol ution
congratul ati ng Uni versal Audenried
H gh School's Varsity Grls
Basketball Team for their historic
t hree-peat as 2025 Public League
Chanpi ons. I ntroduced by

Counci | renber Thonmas on behal f of
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Counci | President Johnson.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Thomas for a notion
on the resolution.
COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Thank you, Council President.
Congratul ations to that
amazi ng team on w nning the
chanpi onshi p. Maybe we can get
t hem down here and all of our
chanpi ons fromw nter sports down
here to Council. And good luck to
all of the young people who are
conpeting this week for Pl AA
Di strict Chanpi onships, and | nove
for the adoption of the resolution.
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

All those in favor of
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the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted. Thank you
very nuch, Coach Thonas.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Calling on
all of Phil adel phians to recognize
Bl ack Hi story Month, the stain of
slavery in America and the ways it
still affects our |laws and our
comon humanity, and to uplift and
recall those who have advocated for
nmovi ng our city and nation toward
full inclusion and equity.

I ntroduced by Counci |l menber Thonas.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | man Thomas for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN THOWVAS:
Thank you, Council President.

And thank you to all of
t he advocates who' ve been
advocating for different
initiatives around Bl ack H story
Mont h, the Freednen's Bureau and
ot her organi zati ons.

And with that being
said, Council President, not only
would | like to nove for the
adoption of the resolution, | would
like to be recorded as voting aye
on all bills and resol utions for
the rest of today's Cal endar and
ask for your perm ssion to be
excused as | tend to other Council
busi ness.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The first order of
busi ness the votes will be duly
noted. Yes, you are permtted
| eave.

And now, it has been
noved and properly seconded t hat
t he resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

WIIl the derk please
read the next resolution.

CH EF CLERK:
Recogni zi ng February 28th, 2025 as
H'Vis Not a Crinme Awareness Day in
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the Gty of Phil adel phia.
I ntroduced by Counci |l menber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Landau for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  All those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIIl the Chief Cerk
pl ease read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
life and | egacy of Tyrone Smth,

l ong-tinme community | eader and
chanpi on for the Black LGBTQ+
Comuni ty i n Phil adel phi a.

I ntroduced by Council menber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
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of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution authorizing
the Conmmttee on Streets and

Services and the Conmttee on
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Transportation and Public Uilities
to hold joint hearings exam ning
wat er mai n breaks and sinkhol es
occurring in District 7, evaluating
the underlying causes of these
I ssues and identifying solutions to
prevent and mtigate their
frequency. Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Lozada.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: We're about to get a rate
i ncrease too. So, Chairman
Driscoll, I know you're working in
partnership wth Council menber
Lozada to nake sure that rate
I ncrease funds go toward these
wat er mai n breaks.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Quetcy Lozada for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
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of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
the nonth of February as Nati onal

Cancer Prevention Mnth, and
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acknow edgi ng the di sproportionate
i npact of cancer on the Bl ack
community. Introduced by
Counci | menber Lozada.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

| nmove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion will signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the Cerk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
recogni zi ng the Phil adel phi a
Dom ni can Community and cel ebrati ng
the 181st Anniversary of the
Dom ni can Republic's | ndependence.
I ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Lozada.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Quetcy Lozada for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resolution.

(Duly seconded.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the Cerk please
read -- y'all can clap. Go ahead.
(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: WI I the derk please
read the title of the next
resol uti on pl ease.

CH EF CLERK: A

privileged resolution authori zing

Page 180

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - 2ND READI NG

t he Special Committee on Kensington
to hold hearings on the
i npl enentation of art therapy
programmng as a |l ow barrier
i ntervention nethod in addressing
subst ance abuse di sorder and
serious nmental illness during and
after incarceration. Introduced by
Counci | mrenber Harrity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Councilman JimHarrity for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN HARRI TY: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution, Council President.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of

the notion will signify by saying
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aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring the
hi storic North Phil adel phia Tenants
Union, Cty-Wde Tenants Union,
East Broad Street Tenants Union and
Nort hwest Tenants Organi zati on,
which were critical in the fight
for basic tenant rights and
protections in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, and whose work
continues to inspire | oca

activists and conmunity | eaders
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today. Introduced by Council nmenber
O Rour ke.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber O Rourke for a notion
in the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. President.

| nove for the adoption
of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the nmotion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privil eged resol ution honoring and
congratul ati ng PIDC, Phil adel phia's
publ i c-private econom c devel opnent
corporation, on driving 25 years of
job growth at the Navy Yard and
recogni zi ng March 31st through
April 6th as Navy Yard Wek in the
Cty of Philadel phia. Introduced
by Counci | menber Driscoll on behalf
of Council President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber M ke Driscoll for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMAN DRI SCOLL:
M. President, on your behalf |

nove for the adoption of the
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resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A
privileged resolution honoring and
congratul ati ng Phil adel phia native
St ephen Fulton, Jr., for his

achi evenent in becom ng the Wrld
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Boxi ng Council| Feather Heavywei ght
Chanpi on. I ntroduced by
Counci | menber Bass on behal f of
Counci | President Johnson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It's a three-weight class
chanpi on too. The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber Cindy Bass for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:

Thank you, M. President.

On your behal f, | cal
for the adoption of the resol ution.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The ayes have it. The
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the derk please
read the title of the next
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
President, there are no further
resolutions in nmy possession.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  That conpl etes our
Cal endar for today.

Are there any speeches
on behal f of the Mnority?

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, M. President.

Try to keep it tight.
There is a word fromthe Mnority

today. | just want to rem nd us
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sitting here listening to the
menbers --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Menber O Rour ke, | ust
Council at ease for a second.
(Council at ease.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  The Chair recognizes
Counci | mrenber N col as O Rourke.
COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you very nuch, M. President.
| just wanted to say |
was |listening to sonme of the
testinony today and appreciating a
| ot of what was bei ng shared, and
was rem nded as our Brother Ogbonna
was lifting up a passage that cones
out of the Exodus, in at | east
within the Christian conpilation of
the Bible they tal k about, at | east
in the 22nd chapter, this piece
bei ng about the | aws of soci al

justice.
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And the 21st verse, it
rem nds us a very iconic passage
that you shall not wong a soldier
or stranger or oppress himfor you
wer e once strangers or Sojourners
in the and of Egypt. And it
grieves nme when Bl ack fol k, folk
who have been oppressed in this
| and do not recogni ze when
oppression i s happening to sonebody
ot her than them and | anents that.

So | just wanted to
express that ny values matter to ne
and | hope to legislate themto at
least lift themup, give them
platformso that we can possibly
have a better society, a better
city for all to live in.

That havi ng been said,
| ast week on the 20th | introduced
a resolution supporting second
chances and wel comi ng policies for

formerly incarcerated m grants and
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refugees. Resolutions are not |aw
or ordi nance, as the nedia has been
prone to point out here recently.
But they are a part of the public
record because | anguage matters.
What we say matters. \Were we
stand on issues matter.

And | stand in | ockstep
wi th organi zations |ike VietlLead
and Juntos in recognizing
Phi | adel phia's ability to be such a
city of second chances and new
begi nnings as a prom se that nust
extend, | believe, as | said to
everybody, every resident.

The terns and conditions
of incarceration are a problem
everywhere, and it's inportant for
me to share that we are al so having
a decarceration hearing, | believe,
next week to tal k about sone of
this. Many heard the story of One

Van today. We're tal king about
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sonmeone who is certainly sitting in
Moshannon ri ght now possibly facing
deportation to a country that he
has never been to.

Let nme say that again.
There is a man sitting i n Moshannon
possi bly awaiting deportation to a
country that he's never been to.
This is the kind of evil, the dark
days within which we live. And I
think it's inportant for those
people, as Dr. King would say, of
goodwi Il to say so. It really
doesn't matter to me whether we're
tal ki ng about State Road, SC
Phoeni x, the Federal Detention
Center on Arch or Moshannon Val |l ey
Process Center.

Qur crimnal |egal
systemtoo easily invites us to put
our humanity to the side or
conditions us to not see the

humanity in each other. That
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si mply nust change and we ought to
say so.
Today | al so introduced
anot her resol uti on acknow edgi ng
and cel ebrating historic tenants

unions. W heard quite a bit about

that today. | am also proud that
our -- not just ny, our at this
point -- our rent price fixing ban

Is nowin effect across the city of
Phi | adel phia. Both these
conpl enent each ot her.

This week | was grateful
to receive the support of organized
tenants across Phil adel phia, proof
that tenant power is alive and it
Is growing. | want to take a
noment to express ny deepest
gratitude to the tenant unions
fighting today and to the
generations of tenant organizations
or organi zers before them whose

hard work and | egacy have brought
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us to this nonent.

The resol uti on honors
the North Philly Tenants Union,
City-Wde Tenants Uni on, East Broad
Street Tenants Union and the
Nor t hwest Tenants Organi zati on.

Al'l these groups were active from
the late '60s through the early
' 70s.

We have seen in the city
of Phil adel phia and heard here
today on a nunber of occasions how
corporate |l andlords exploit tenants
t hrough predatory practices,

i ncl udi ng negl ecti ng nai nt enance,

I nposi ng excessive fees and using
rental algorithmpricing to
artificially inflate rents. And as
we rmade -- as we wade this year a
hearing -- I'mrem nded of the
Mayor's press conference | think
about a week or two ago -- deeper

into the waters around housing and
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t ake anot her shot at the housing
crisis.

It's worth noting that
if we fix the housing stock that we
currently have, as has been lifted
up here, we probably have nore than
enough housi ng to house our people.
And so, | want to nmake sure that we
are rem nded of that as we wade
deeper into those waters.

One last thing and I'|
get off your mc. On the 5th of
March, the Philadel phia Gty
Council as well as the PA House
Denocratic Policy Commttee wll
hold a joint hearing on SEPTA to
di scuss funding and i nvestnent in
transportation infrastructure.
Jereny Bl atstein asks us every
si ngl e daggone week who rode SEPTA.
Hopeful |y, we see Jereny up there
at the public testinony. Hopefully

we see all y'all up there as well.
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The hearing wll take
pl ace on Wednesday, March 5th from
2:00 p.m to 5:00 p.m at the | BEW
Local 98 training facility | ocated
at 1101 Kitty Hawk Avenue. |f you
want to attend the neeting, you can
RSVP at a link. The
ti nyurl/ SEPTAhearing. You should
be able to find that, at |east on
nmy | G page or sonething.

"Il just say that it's
inmportant for me to just lift up
t he work of Councilman Driscoll
who is the Chair of Transportation
Commttee, for leading the way in
i nvol ving the Council in this
hearing as well as Council woman
Gaut hi er, who's al so been hel pful
i n coordinating the upcom ng
hearing. Qur conmunities deserve
top notch transportation, and it's
our duty to deliver on that.

This hearing is an
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opportunity to advocate for a fully
funded SEPTA and transit
infrastructure at both the city and
state levels. And | want to
encourage y'all to attend because
denocracy wor ks best when we show
up.

Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you.

Speeches on behal f of
the Majority.

The Chair recogni zes
Council man Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Thank
you so nuch, M. President.

Next Saturday -- this
Saturday with the sighting of the
nmoon, Insha' Allah will cone the
holy nonth of Ramadan. Hundreds of

mllions of believers, Mislins,

Page 196

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
will be celebrating for the next 30
days, which will enconpass self
reflection but also reframng from
things |ike violence, reframng
fromthe things that the devi
woul d have us do, because we
bel i eve that during that period of
time he is | ocked up.

| hope and pray for
wor|l d peace during that tine. |
hope and pray for peace on the
streets here, and |'ve been a
consi stent believer that when
you're trying to clean up the
wor | d, sweep under your own feet
first.

And | want to thank
District Attorney Larry Krasner for
appr ehendi ng and prosecuting those
i ndi vidual s that about a year ago
shot up an EID cel ebration. |
woul d cite that at 29th and

Chal ners we did the permt out
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t here, and 25,000 Muslins attended
that cel ebration and not a curse
word could be heard. And encourage
you who went to the Eid at 47th and
Wal ucing, to do so again this year
because it has to be stated that
there are places in our society,
pl aces that we shoul d expect safety
and peace. Qur churches, our
nosque, our synagogues, our
school s, our Council are said
pl aces that we shoul d expect peace.

So during the nonth of
Ramadan, | encourage all ny
brot hers and sisters, both
Christian and Jewi sh alike, to take
advantage of this spiritual time to
reflect internally, to try to set a
foundation, not only for the 30
days but for the rest of the year.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you, Menber Jones.
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | woman Quetcy Lozada, | eader
of the Kensington Caucus.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Council President.

I'"d like to begin by
sayi ng thank you to ny coll eagues
on a Special Committee on
Kensi ngton for their participation
in both of our hearings this week.
I know they were long, but | think
they were enlightening. W |earned
a | ot about the work that the
Kensi ngt on Comunity Revival Plan
has been able to deliver to the
resi dents of Kensington.

W | earned a | ot about
the different diversion prograns,
about what the chall enges are, how
t hey work and what changes need to
happen in the future in order to
continue to restore quality of life

in the Kensington community.
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Crinme is down in that
community. The 7th Counci
District represents three of the
five nost violent districts in the
city of Phil adel phia. And the fact
that crinme is down just shows us
that the work that we're doing is
working. It is alittle
frustrating at tines, and often
tinmes residents want to see nore
and they want to see it faster.
But | think that we can all say
that we're finally working
col l aboratively to be able to
deliver the services that that
community so nmuch deserves.
One of the nunbers that

I found shocking, and | have to
share with peopl e because sonetines
they're |like you guys are
exaggerating nunbers. Nunbers
don't lie, right. 845,208 doses of

fentanyl were recovered just in
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2024. 845, 208 were recovered,
doses were recovered.

And so, let's think
about how much is still there, what
was not recovered. And let that
tell you how the residents and the
children in that conmunity have to
live day-by-day. It should also
tell us that we still have a | ot of
work to do. But | amthankful for
all of the Gty departnents and the
Mayor and the Adm nistration for
their continued support in the
Kensi ngt on community.

VW' re not al ways goi ng
to agree on how we get there, but
the fact that we are all
conmmuni cating, the fact that we
share our opinions in the process
in a very respectful way says a | ot
about our prioritizing that
community and our desire to ensure

that those residents deserve or get

Page 201

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES

the services that they deserve.
I'd also like to invite

everyone to join ne on a Counci
briefing for DBH DS. There was a
| ot of conversation about how many
contracts DBHI DS has in that
Kensi ngt on community. And agai n,

what's working, what is not. The

briefing wll happen inmedi ately
after Council in the caucus room
And so, | invite you to participate

and | earn about the prograns and
how t hey' re bei ng funded. Thank
you very much.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. And | know
early on when you arrived, there
was a gentl eman who's Chair of
Public Safety who tal ked about the
Kensi ngton Marshall Plan, and you
created and stepped up to the plate
and create this work with nme to

create this Special Conmittee on
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Kensi ngton. And you have the
Kensi ngt on Caucus, and it just
shows the power of all of us
wor ki ng toget her and you addressi ng
froma collective standpoint.

And | would be remss if
| didn't acknow edge the Mayor and
her Adm nistration for really being
resourceful and really obviously
prom ses made, prom ses kept. And
we see the nunbers are goi ng down
and we address the issues of
treatnment as well and really taking
a conprehensive approach to it.

And so, | just want to
commend you and the teamt hat
you're working with on your hard
wor k and dedi cati on.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: |I'mgoing to take a

nonment to acknow edge sone very

Page 203

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
speci al guests who joined us. And
we do this work day-in and day- out
on a regul ar basis. But what
al ways pulls ny heart is when | see
the little ones, especially ne
being a dad. And so, young people
keep us honest. And so, we have
t he young people and the staff from
the Islam c Education School. Can
they all please stand? Let's give
them a round of appl ause.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  We wel cone you and we
t hank you for joining us and
observi ng our Council session
t oday.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President. A
bittersweet nonent today. | say

goodbye to our Policy and
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Legi sl ati ve Advisor, Kira Hal na,
who is noving on to greener
pastures literally. She's going
to -- we're not losing her. She's
going to the Ofice of
Sustainability, but she's been with
nme fromthe beginning and we are
very happy for her, but sad that we
are going to | ose because she's
been instrunental in ny office.

So, Kira, would you
pl ease stand and we can thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD:  And
then | wanted to just rem nd people
and invite you again as the Chair
of the Philadel phia Cty Counci
Heal th and Human Services, | am
honored to invite all of you to the
voices for vitality, which is
di spel ling nyths, strengthening
trust and we're going to have a

conversation on vacci nati on and
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preventive health.

This event is happening
tonight, and this is a tinely
di scussion in partnership with the
Phi | adel phi a Chapter of the NAACP.
And we will be addressing
| ongst andi ng nyt hs ar ound
vacci nation, preventive health in
the Bl ack conmunity.

Qur di stingui shed panel
includes Dr. Ala Stanford. As nmany
of you know, she was instrunental
in making sure the city received
COVID testing and COVI D
vacci nations and, in fact, started
a center called Dr. Ala Stanford
Center for Health Equity.

We're actual ly being
hosted there by her. She's going
to be on the panel with a whole
host of very distingui shed
panelists. And our goal is to

explore the historic and systemc
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factors contributing to nedi cal
m strust, highlight the efforts to
buil d confidence in health care and
i nprove heal th out cones.

W will have our new
Commi ssioner for Health there as
wel | as Deputy Managi ng Director
for Health and Human Servi ces, and
obviously the rest of our panel.
So | hope all of you can cone. The
| ocation is -- it starts at
6:00 p.m It's at 2001 West Lehigh
Avenue this evening at 6 o' cl ock,
and that's the Evangelistic Church
for many who m ght know. So | hope
to see you. Thank you very nuch,
in nmy Council colleague's District
and where | |ive, Councilwoman
C ndy Bass' District, and hopefully
she'll be there. Thank you.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT

JOHNSON: Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | mrenber C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, M. President.

Thank you Council Lady.
And al so, | just want to nention
that's going to be at Deliverance,
whi ch everybody knows in
Phi | adel phia, a very well-known
chur ch.

Today, | introduced two
critical pieces of |egislation that
will strengthen our commtnent to
responsi bl e busi ness operations and
hol d public health here in
Phi | adel phi a nore accountable for
i1l egal tobacco sales. W're going
to protect our youth and ensure
that those who disregard our | aws
face real consequences.

The first bill seeks to
amend Title 9 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, specifically Chapter 9-4400,

Responsi bl e Busi ness Operati ons,

Page 208

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES
whi ch directly addresses nui sance
busi nesses. This anmendnent w |
add to the sale of tobacco in
violation of state lawto the |ist
of nui sance behavi ors.

By doing so, we are
reinforcing the principle that
busi nesses that flout state tobacco
regul ati ons are not just engaging
in mnor infractions but in
behaviors that threaten public
heal th and safety.

The second bill takes
our enforcenent efforts a step
further. It anmends Section 9-4406
of the sane chapter to require
busi nesses that have been found in
violation of state tobacco laws to
post cl ear signage indicating their
| ack of authorization to sell
t obacco under both city and state
law. This nmeasure will ensure

transparency, inform custoners and
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deter future violations by making
It inpossible for businesses to
operate in the shadows when they
have been caught breaking the | aw.

These bills reflect our
ongoi ng comm tnent to responsible
busi ness practices and the well -
bei ng of our residents. 1Illega
tobacco sal es di sproportionately
af fect young peopl e and vul nerabl e
communities, particularly African
Anmerican and Latino comunities,
underm ne public health and trust
I n our |ocal businesses.

Wth these neasures, we
are strengtheni ng enforcenent and
sending a clear nessage if you
choose to ignore the law, you w |
be held accountable. | urge ny
col | eagues to support these bills
in Council and on Final Passage and
stand with us in protecting our

city's future.

Page 210

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
02/ 27/ 2025

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

2/ 27/ 25 - STATED - SPEECHES

Thank you,

M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jeffrey Jay Young.

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

First and forenost, |
want to wish ny friends, ny famly,
my constituents in the 5th Counci
District who do cel ebrate the
season of Ramadan, | want to w sh
them a bl essed Ramadan season and
many nore bl essings to cone for
t hem

| want to rem nd
constituents that we have a town
hal |l regarding the Cecil B. More
Li brary on March 11th at 6:00 p. m
That will be held at Wayl and Tenpl e
Bapti st Church, 2500 Cecil B.

Mbore. That's on the corner of
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25th and Cecil B. Moore. $So that
is on March 11th, so please nmark
your cal endars.

W want to hear from
you. We want to hear fromthe
comunity about the future of this
library. W want to give the
community options on what this site
could potentially be for the
future. We have to nake sure that
this is about the next generation
and it's not about those who are
here now. It is not about those
who are trying to secure particular
jobs. This is about our children.
This is about children's future and
to make sure that our children have
the best thing possible as we nove
forward in our North Phil adel phia
conmuni ty.

And | ast but not | east,
| |l earned from Council man Jones

that interns are really, really
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inmportant. | was one of Council man
Jones' first interns when he
started as a Council menber here in
this body, and he showed ne that
you got to train themup. You got
to train themup. And the good
ones, you keep them around, right.

But unfortunately, one
of nmy good ones, one of ny first
interns is leaving ny office, and
she wll be starting a new job
wth -- | would | eave too to work
for the Speaker of the House. So
with that said, Ann, would you
pl ease stand up so we can
acknow edge you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LMAN YOUNG  Thank
you so nuch. Ann was one of ny
very first interns when | becane a
Counci | renber and she stuck by ne.
Even though we couldn't offer her a

full time job, she still stuck in
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the office working with us day-in
and day-out to make sure that the
constituents of the 5th Counci
District get the service that they
so desperately need. And Ann will
al so be starting at the Fels School
of Governnent this fall

So congratul ations to
you, Ann. And | | ook forward to
working with you in the future.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU:
Thank you, Council President.

| want to take a nonent
to honor the life and | egacy of ny
friend and nmentor Tyrone Smth.
Tyrone was a trail bl azer in every
sense of the word. W first net
when | was an activist with Act Up

and reconnected at various tines
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t hroughout the years, nost recently
at his 80th birthday cel ebrati on.

And then when just in
this past Decenber, | presented him
with the Living Legacy Award at ny
Council Ofice's first ever LABTOQ+
Hal | of Fane. Hi s speech was
i ncredi ble, and who woul d have
known it was -- we wouldn't see him
soon after that.

So who's Tyrone? You
heard sone today, but he was the
heart and soul of our community, a
tirel ess advocate whose passion for
justice and equality transforned
Phi | adel phia. He stood at the
forefront when Bl ack gay nen,
particularly those living with HV,
needed a chanmpion nost. In a tine
when silence prevailed and many
voi ces went unheard, Tyrone forged
groundbr eaki ng alliances with

political and faith | eaders, even
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bridging gaps with institutions
t hat had once overl ooked the
struggl es of Bl ack gay nen.
Through his | eadership
at Unity Inc., the very first
organi zation by and for Black gay
nmen in Phil adel phia, he not only
provi ded critical support and
educati on during the darkest days
of the AIDS epidemc, but he al so
laid the foundation for a nore
equi tabl e and conpassi onate city.
H s | egacy endures in
every progressive policy, every
voi ce that rises in the nane of
justice and in the continuing fight
for LGBTQ+ rights that marks our
city's beacon of hope. Tyrone
created spaces that never before
exi sted, and his |legacy is indeed
living wth many of us every day.
|'"'mso sorry for his

famly and friends and for all of
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us who lost him | have to say |
al ways hear from young people, so
many of the | eaders that we have in
the coomunity today that they say
wi t hout a Tyrone, there is no --
fill in the blank for Jacen Bowmran,
Dontes Keys, all of the fol ks that
you heard from today, Sappho
Ful t on.

Wt hout Tyrone Smth,
there is no Rue Landau. There is
not so many peopl e in Phil adel phia.
So thank him so much for his work.
And his work has inspired ne al so
i n doing sone of the work like in
nmy second resol ution today
recogni zi ng February 28th as HV is
Not a Crinme Awareness Day in
Phi | adel phi a.

This is a day dedi cated
to education, advocacy and the
pursuit of justice for those living

wth HV. | would also like to
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thank State Representative Ben
Waxman for his | eadership on the
state level on this issue and who
wi Il soon introduce it on the state
| evel as Senator Vincent Hughes.

| got nmy start in
activism by organi zing for social
services during the early years of
the HV and AIDS epidem c. Today
t hanks to prevention nedication,

i fesaving treatnent and thoughtful
education, people living with HV
are living with a diagnosis, not a
deat h sent ence.

Yet despite this
progress, stigmatization and
crimnalization is still ranpant.
H 'V crimnalization does not
protect public health. It fuels
hat e, di scourages testing and
deters seeking treatnent. W nust
pronote in Pennsylvania that says

di agnosis is not a crine.
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Thi s nmessage coul dn't be
nore inportant as the Trunp
adm ni stration threatens to rol
back decades of progress on LGBTQt-
rel ated heal t hcare issues,
i ncluding funding for preventative
nmeasures, including PrEP and
fundi ng for research.

Thank you for al
cel ebrating Tyrone's nenory and
with nme here today, and pl ease be
sure to keep the work of his mnd
tonmorrow during HHV is Not a Crine
Awar eness Day. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
Thank you, Council President.

| wanted to take a
nonment to recogni ze sone visitors

fromny District today. W are
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joined by the 3rd grade class at
the Islam c Education Center. WII
you all please stand up and be
recogni zed?

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:
They joined us today here in
Council to see their |oca
government in action. And al so,
after this we're going into a
neeting so they can tell ne what
they want to see in the comunity.
So | just wanted to commend them
for being engaged and | earni ng
about the civic process, even so
early in age. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: So with that being said,
this concludes all speeches today.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | woman and Majority Leader
Kat herine G lnore Richardson for a

notion to adjourn.
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COUNCI LWOVAN G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President.

| nove that Counci
stand adj ourned until Thursday,
March, 6, 2025, at 10:00 a.m

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It has been noved and
properly seconded that Counci
stand adj ourned until Thursday,
March 6, 2025 at 10:00 a.m

Al'l those in favor of
the notion wll signify by saying
aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The ayes have it. The
notion carries.

Thank you all very much.
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Great job everyone today.

(Stated Meeting

adj ourned at 12:41 p.m)
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