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COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Good norning, everyone. Good
norning. Welcone to Phil adel phi a
City Council. Is this working --
wel cone to Philadel phia Gty
Council Comm ttee on Public Health.

(Background chatter.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Ckay. Let's go. Good norning,
everyone. Welcone to Phil adel phia
Cty Council's Commttee on Public
Heal th and Human Services. | now
note that the hour has cone.

M. Sham would you
pl ease call the roll.

THE CLERK: Chair Ahnad.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Present.

THE CLERK: Vice-Chair
Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Present.

THE CLERK:
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Counci | menber Thonmas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Driscoll.

(No response.)

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber Bass.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Landau.

COUNCI LMAN LANDAU:
Present .

THE CLERK:
Counci | menber O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Present .

THE CLERK: Counci |
Presi dent Johnson is al so present.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |
note for the record that a quorum
of this conmmttee is present and
this hearing is called to order.
This is the public hearing of the
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Comm ttee on Public Health and
Human Servi ces consi deri ng
testinony on Resol ution No. 250936.

M. Sham would you
pl ease read the title of the
resol ution.

THE CLERK: Resol ution
No. 250936, authori zing the
Commttee on Public Health and
Human Services to hold hearings to
exam ne the inpacts of the current
crisis threatening the Suppl enent al
Nutrition Assistance Program SNAP,
and Suppl enental Nutrition
Assi st ance Program Educati on, SNAP-
Ed, on food and nutrition security
i n Philadel phia, including barriers
to accessing benefits, disruptions
to nutrition and education and
outreach, consequences for
resi dents and opportunities for
coordinated city and community
response.

COUNCI LWOVAN - AHNVAD:
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Before we call up the first panel,
| would like to recognize Counci l
Presi dent Johnson for some opening
remarks -- excuse ne. One
addition. | just want to recognize
our col | eague Council menber Curtis
Jones, Jr., M. Fourth D strict is
her e.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norni ng.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Good norni ng, everyone.

(Good norning.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: | want to first and
forenost thank Chairwoman Dr. N na
Ahmad for hosting this hearing, and
| thank all of you for taking tine
out of your day to be here as we
address the pressing crisis
t hreat eni ng SNAP and SNAP- Ed.

| want to al so thank all
the nenbers of Gty Council for
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joining us. |'mincluding
Counci | menber Rue Landau for being
present, Council nenber |sai ah
Thomas, Counci |l nenber Ni col as
O Rour ke, Council nenber Quetcy
Lozada and al so Counci | nenber
Curtis Jones, Jr., who's not a part
of this commttee but thought it
not robbery to take tinme out of his
schedul e to be here as we address
this issue in this nonent in tine.
| also want to thank
menbers of ny Food and Nutrition
Security Task Force for joining us
today to speak on this critical
I ssue and to recogni ze ny two
Co- Chairs Mark Edwards of the Food
Trust and George Matysik of Share
Food Program for their |eadership
and partnership in our efforts to
ensure Phil adel phians are fed.
On Cct ober 23rd, |
i ntroduced a resolution calling for

a hearing of the Conmttee on
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Public Health and Human Services to
exam ne the inpact of the current
and ongoing crisis threateni ng SNAP
and SNAP-Ed on food and nutrition
security in Philadel phia.

Over the summer, the
federal governnent passed a budget
reconciliation bill that devastated
SNAP and SNAP-Ed. Thousands of
Phi | adel phi ans face | osing their
benefits and nmany prograns
providing vital nutrition
education, are now facing conplete
funding after this year. These are
two critical progranms, lifelines
for mllions across the country and
for the over 470,000 people here in
Phi | adel phi a that receive SNAP.

The recent federal
gover nment shutdown dealt yet
anot her bl ow, del ayi ng Novenber
SNAP benefits | eavi ng many
Phi | adel phi ans anxi ous about how

they would feed their famli es.
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And al though a federal ruling has
restored partial funding, which is
still unacceptable, countless
famlies still face hardship
headi ng into the holiday season.

| want to publicly thank
our Mayor Cherell e Parker and her
teamon their swift action through
the One Philly SNAP Support Pl an,
which is directing resources to
organi zations on the ground. And |
t hank her for working with nme to
ensure food reaches Phil adel phi ans
who need it the nost.

| want to take a nonent
to al so acknowl edge her Chief of
Staff Tiffany Thurman and al so
Vanessa Garrett-Harley for making
sure that the resources are going
to the organi zations in i mediate
and expedient fashion. Wile this
I mredi ate crisis has drawn our
attention, we nust al so recognize

that food insecurity has al ways
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been a | ongst andi ng energency here
in the city of Phil adel phi a.

30% of children here in
the Gty of Philadel phia are food
Insecure. That's 1 in 3 children
that go to bed hungry. That's 1 in
3 children that go to school
hungry. And so, although we're
addressing this issue in this
moment in tinme, we have to al so
make sure we're addressing a | ong-
termstrategy to address food
i nsecurity here in the city of
Phi | adel phi a.

According to Feedi ng
Anerica's 2023 Map, the neal gap
report nore than 277, 000
Phi | adel phi ans, that's 17. 66% of
our city, struggle wth food
i nsecurity. The burden falls
di sproportionately on comunities
of color, with 30% of Bl ack
househol ds and 33% of Hi spanic

househol ds | acking reliabl e access
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to nutritious food, and nore than
30% of Phil adel phia's children
experience food insecurity
affecting their devel opnent and
educati onal attainnent.

And we wonder why
soneti mes when our children go to
school and they're reprimnded for
t heir behavior, we're not
addressi ng the overall aspects of
why they're behaving the way
t hey' re behavi ng, because sone of
them cone to school hungry and are
acting out. These nunbers reflect
a reality that existed before any
federal cuts. Let nme say that
again. These nunbers reflect a
reality that existed before any
federal cuts or shutdowns, a
reality where too nmany of our
nei ghbors were al ready hungry.

Through ny conveni ng of
the Food and Nutrition Security

Task Force, |'ve | earned that
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addressing this crisis requires
bui | di ng sustai nabl e food systens
and strengthening our |ocal food
econony. |'ve also | earned how
vital nutrition education is
through alleviating food insecurity
by hel ping famlies build | ong-term
food resilience and enpowering
communities with the know edge and
skills to nmake healthier, cost-
ef fective choi ces.

|"mgrateful to the many
| eaders and advocat es here today
who are doing this work every day,
and |' m hopeful through our united
effort we can continue to feed
Phi | adel phia and build a nore
secure and equitable future for
all.

And as | was preparing
my notes, | thought about how
al though 1'ma graduate from
Uni versity of Pennsylvania of Fels

I nstitute of Governnent, graduate
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of Mansfield University, | got a
Bachel or of Arts degree in Crim nal
Justice with dual mnors in

Phi | osophy and Soci ol ogy, went to
Har vard Busi ness School, | got a
certificate in Nonprofit Leadership
and Board Managenent, served as
State Representative under Gover nor
Ed Rendell and Tom Cor by before
becom ng the first African Anerican
to represent the 2nd Council manic
District and even serving as a City
Council President, | renenber
hunbl e begi nni ngs when we had our
check days.

And sone of you nmay or
may not know what check days are.
That neans your famly would get a
nunber. And on that nunber, we
woul d go to the 3-2 Center in South
Phi | adel phia. It was |ocated at
Broad and Federal. And whatever
your nunber was that day, if your

nunber was No. 6, we would stand in
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line at that tine to get our SNAP
benefits.

And | renenber as a kid
the nost exciting tinme of the nonth
for me was check day because we
woul d go shopping. And | renenber
we woul d go shopping. W would
have a shopping cart full of food,
right, that would start our nonth.
And | renenber as a kid just
growing up for ne and you have to
t hi nk about them hunbl e begi nni ngs,
because sonetines you get in these
el ected positions and we forget
where we cone from But |'m never
ashanmed to tal k about how | grew
up.

And | renmenber Captain
Crunch being ny favorite cereal as
a kid, right. Then | had the
Crunch Berries, right. But all of
that was a part of ne grow ng up
and us being on public assistance

as a kid.
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So al though we talk

about these nunbers, there are

f aces.

There are faces behi nd

t hese nunbers. There are people

who are

here who are significantly

bei ng i npacted whil e individuals

play politics on the backs of those

who are

nost i n need. So we're not

here for fanfare. W're not here

for |ikes today.

We're here to really get

sone things done and al so nmake sure

that, one, we inplenent this

particular initiative effectively

as we respond to addressing the

tenporary SNAP cuts, but al so begin

| ooki ng
addr ess
city of
we have

i ssue.

t he day

poverty

at a long-termstrategy to
food insecurity here in the
Phi | adel phia. And for ne,

no other nore critical

Because at the end of

when you tal k about

- | know we are no | onger
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the | argest, poorest city in
Anerica. We're No. 2, which still
nmeans there are children, there are
famlies going to bed hungry.

There are children, there are
famlies waking up hungry, and it's
up to us to be on the front line to
hel p those fam|ies working

t oget her.

And so, with that being
said I"'mgoing to turn it over to
my Chair. And | want to thank ny
Chair. And also, beyond this
hearing you al so have nenbers who
are already doing town halls around
this issue to educate individuals
around how they can follow up to
make sure their new criteria that
SNAP is requiring individuals so
they can remain on the rolls to
receive their SNAP benefits are
educat ed properly.

So with that being said,

"Il turn it over to you, Madam
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Chair. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President. |
want to recogni ze that we have
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hier from
the 3rd District joining us as
wel | .

And now, |I'mgoing to
recogni ze nyself for sonme opening
remarks. Once again, good norning.
As the Chair of this conmttee, |
take this issue very seriously. |
want to thank all of you for being
here this norning. And let's be
cl ear about why we are here.

This crisis is man- nade.
It stens fromchoices by the Trunp
Adm ni stration, choices that
triggered |l ayoffs, destabilized
basi ¢ public services and now
propose only partial SNAP benefits,
whi | e hol ding the country hostage
to a governnent shutdown that

threatens to drive health care
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prem uns even hi gher.

This is not fiscal
discipline. This is cruelty by
design. Let ne just say it again.
Cruelty by design and famlies in
Phi | adel phi a are paying the price.
SNAP is not a luxury. As you
heard, it is alifeline for nearly
half a mllion of our neighbors;
not hers now forced to deci de who
can eat and who cannot, seniors,
people with disabilities, veterans
and wor ki ng peopl e hol ding two,
three jobs who still can't outrun
the cost of living.

These cuts push seniors
to ration groceries and those with
di sabilities to choose between food
and nedi ci ne and squeeze the very
vet erans who have al ready
sacrificed for our country. In
addition to being the Chair of this
commttee, |'"malso part of the

Food and Nutrition Security Task
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Force and we have been working to
address this issue, identifying not
just imedi ate relief for hungry
famlies, but also long-term
solutions |ike the Council

Presi dent nenti oned.

Even with federal and
state support, there are still far
t oo many Phi |l adel phi ans who are
food insecure and |"'mcommtted to
wor ki ng with Council President and
nmy col | eagues in Council and the
Task Force nenbers to advance
policies that wll prove to be
dur abl e and sust ai nabl e.

| also want to take a
nonment to thank Mayor Cherelle
Par ker for neeting the immedi ate
nmonment in a short period of tine.
She was able to take swift action
and coordinate with city agencies
and community partners in
addressing this unfortunate crisis

I n a responsible manner.
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The shutdown chaos does
not stop at the grocery line. It
ri ppl es through health care,
del ayed coverage, higher costs,
wor se out cones. And by under nm ni ng
SNAP, the sane deci sion-nmakers
stripped away prevention and
education, the tools that help
famlies stretch dollars and stay
healthy. This is wasteful, short-
sighted and dangerous. Hunger has
no place in a city as strong as
ours and we will not normalize it.
And thank you and we will begin our
pr oceedi ngs.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Before we ask for the panel, | want
to yield to ny Council nenbers,
anybody who m ght have sone
comments to nmake?

Ckay. | recognize
Counci | menmber O Rourke for sone

comrent s.
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COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Thank you, Madam Chair. Appreciate
that. Good norning to ny
col | eagues, our guests in the
chanber today and the |istening
public. Thank you for joining us,
for tuning in and al so thanks to
those who will be watching this
back | ater today, next week, in the
months to cone. |I'msure it'll be a
point of interest in the com ng
days, weeks and nont hs.

Li ke access to clear
wat er and clear air, safe shelter
and care, access to food is
sonething that the richest nation
In recorded history ought to be
able to ensure. As we say, you
don't judge the greatness of a
nati on by how the richest and well -
of f are doing, but by those who are
in nost need. And it says
sonet hing wi cked, | dare say

twi sted, about the state of that
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nati on when it does not.

And while we will
identify and indict the clear cause
of this SNAP crisis, | do want to
admt that | sit here a bit
frustrated with our timng this
nor ni ng, because as the Council
Presi dent said, hunger is not a new
concern or issue certainly in the
muni ci pality of Phil adel phia. And
al so, on the day of the President
swearing in, day 1, he was signing
executive orders based on Project
2025 directives, day 1.

By the end of his first
nmonth, it was clear that the goals
laid out in that docunent were a
| arge part of his governing
strategy, if you want to call it
that. And the plan for SNAP was
| aid out there and in the big,
goofy-looking bill that they passed
in July.

On this and many ot her
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fronts, we were plainly told what
to expect. And I don't know if we
can say -- and |I'mtal king about we
as el ecteds here and abroad -- we
actual ly heeded t hose warni ngs
adequately. Qur reach is limted.
Qur capacity is strained when
conpared to higher |evels of
governnment. We can only be
prepared for so nuch.

But during the crafting
of our City's budget this past
spring, ny very first question was
focused on how we were planning to
saf equard Phil adel phia froma Trunp
Adm ni stration. And | was not
alone in this body in sharing ny
concerns on that front.

Busi ness as usual w |
not work. And | inplore everyone
here and ny col | eagues to consi der
how our budget decisions, that's
the thing that we have control

over, are showing up in this nonent
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and to have the foresight to think
about the next several years to
conme and how we navi gate that
process.

We've got to invest in
our city services. W've got to
I nvest in our people. And | fear
that in too many ways the
priorities we set during our spring
budget cycle ignored our reality.
We are defundi ng oursel ves over
crises that we could have seen
com ng and putting famlies at risk
as a result.

|"mgrateful that we had
a surplus this year to address this
crisis, but we have to be honest
Wi th ourselves. That surplus does
exi st because we're struggling to
fill city positions that are nore
I nportant than ever. This approach
IS just not sustainabl e because we
know nore crises will cone

certainly under this woul d-be king.
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Still I have plenty of
faith that we can and wll respond
capably and I'mgrateful for the
efforts of everyone here to be a
part of that process. | have
faith, because frankly I trusted a
man who took two fish, five | oaves
of bread and nmade that nore than
enough.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Don't forget the w ne.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Ch, yeah, turned the water into
W ne, took nutrients and nmade it a
good tine. Do | have a witness in
the room | also believe that we
don't need to bank on a mracle to
keep our people fed, right. God
will not do for us what God has
endowed for us to do for ourselves.
And | think that we can do and we
wi Il do nmuch better.

"Il close just by

asking for a quick show of hands.
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| f you or soneone you | ove has ever
relied on SNAP for nutritional
assi stance, could you just raise
your hand real quick?

(Hands rai sed.)

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Jesus. Wien the inpact of sone
schene in Washington is so broad,
so i mredi ate, so evident ahead of
time, we got to be better prepared.
Proper preparation prevents poor
performance. That's what they told
nme. But thank you for everyone
bei ng here for being a part of the
solution. | believe a better day
iIs upon us and | think we're going
to be a part of making that happen.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you, Council nenber.

| want to recognize
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.

Thank you, Chair.
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| just want to take one
second to, first of all, thank the
Council President and the Chair for
conveni ng us today and for all of
you being here. This is an
essential conversation.

Yesterday as | drove
around this city on Election day
going to polling places, |I saw
lines for food that | have never
seen in ny entire life. They
wr apped around bl ocks and bl ocks
and bl ocks. It was heartw enchi ng.

So it's only Novenber 5
and we are already seeing the
results of this. And what |I'm
really looking for today here in
Phi | adel phia, the Cty of First, is
that we cone up with a real |ong-
termsolution to this issue.

| thank the Mayor. |
t hank the Governor for standing up
and putting in sonme energency

funding and for all of our food
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banks and fol ks who are handi ng out
food. It's so fantastic. But that
Is not the long-termsolution for
al ready overwhel ned and overwor ked
food pantries.

SNAP can provi de ni ne
times the amount of neals that food
banks can provide. W've got to
make sure that we fix this in a way
that gives cash to people's
pockets, that gives themdignity,
that gives thema way of choosing
for their famlies what they need,
and that's how we're going to have
Philly thrive.

Thank you so rnuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you, Council nenber.

Are there any ot her
menbers who would like to offer
openi ng renmarks?

And | recogni ze
Counci | menber Curtis Jones, Jr.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank
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you so nmuch, Madam Chair

And t hank you,
President, for bringing this
wort hwhil e i ssue before the body
and assenbl i ng stakehol ders t hat
can do sonet hing about it.

| came down here because
the trickle-down effect in ny
district is real. Let ne first
acknow edge Share who is in the 4th
District, and Phil abundance, who
I npacts organi zations in ny
district for their work. Going
back to the pandemc, | renenber
seeing a guy that | went to school
with, had his grandson with him
hi s grandson hol ding onto his two
fingers tightly as he was down at a
food gi veaway.

And |' m | ooki ng
wondering, why is he in the line.
When | got to talk to him he
sheepi shly, hunbly, brokenheartedly

sai d, because he got his
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busi ness -- not business. H's
wor kpl ace was cl osed down due to
t he pandem c and this was the way
he was going to feed his grandkid.
And 1'1l never forget that grandson
| ooking up to his grandfather and
saying, it's going to be all right,
grandpa. It broke ny heart to see
that. But thank you, that he was
able to take sonething hone to feed
hi m

The second thing. Most
recently this weekend |I'mat one of
nmy ShopRites and a | ady who coul d
have been any of our grandnothers
had a cart and the security guards
wer e goi ng through her receipt
taking things out of the cart that
she was attenpting to steal. In
the greatest country in the world,
this should not be happeni ng.

The third thing that |
want to say in closing is it's not

just the absence of SNAP. It is
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al so the prices of food. In that
sane shopping trip, ny favorite
cereal is -- yours is Captain
Crunch. Mnes is Cream of Weat.
$8.65 for a box of Cream of

Wheat - -

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Excuse ne. | wasn't
fortunate enough to afford Cream of
Wheat. We had grits with sugar.

(Laughter.)

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | get
it. | get it. But as we |ook at
these issues, we got to | ook at
shrinkflation. W got to | ook at
how t he consuner is getting | ess
and having to pay nore. So |I'm
| ooking forward to sone of the
I nsi ghts that people have.

Wll, | have one nore.
We have to change the rules with
the School District. There is no
way that kids that cone and

probably is one of their only
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predi ctable neals for many, right,
have to watch food not being eaten
and then thrown in the trash when
t hey have siblings at hone that
could use that food. That is a
wast e.

And on behal f of
students all over Phil adel phi a,
ketchup is not a vegetable. Can we
get better |lunches and can we find
vendors that can provide it nore
nutritious? | know Phil abundance
could do a better job than whoever
they are in providing that type of
f ood.

So |'m | ooking forward,
M. President, Madam Chair, to hear
sonme of the solutions to sone of
t hese probl ens.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you. | just want
to say for the record that
Phi | abundance' s headquarters is in

the 2nd Councilmanic District in
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South Philly for the record.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council menber, for
sharing and humani zing this issue.
This is not just dollars and cents
and sonebody's sitting in the Wite
House deci mati ng our | oved ones
her e.

When | cane to this
country, | didn't have any of these
benefits. | had to neasure ny
pennies to see what | could afford
that day. | didn't have access to
all this. And | think comng from
a country that is really poor and
had none of these safety nets, so |
can tell you how inportant it is.

| conme froma place
where parents have to watch their
children emaciate and die in front
of their eyes. Wen | cane here
and | saw how governnent steps up
in tinmes of need and creates these

safety nets, it is critical that we
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send this nmessage to the rest of
the globe that in hard tinmes we can
step up. That's the role of
governnent, in our nost vul nerable
times to step up. Not this cruelty
canpaign to deny us the very basic
human need of nutrition and food,
right.

So with that, M. Sham
wi Il you please call the first
panel to testify on this bill.

THE CLERK: Renee
Garcia, Cty Solicitor of the Gty
of Phil adel phia; Dr. Pal ak Raval -
Nel son, Health Comm ssioner for the
Departnment of Public Health; and
Ol ando Rendon, Executive Director
of Conmuni ty Enpower nent and
Qpportunity at the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Good norning. Noting for the
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record that Ms. Renee Garcia w |
not be taking any questions; am!|
correct?

CTY SOLI C TOR GARCI A:
| can take questions about -- there
are a |l ot of topics covered. | can
t ake questions about what |'m going
to speak about for sure.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Ckay. We were told you would not.
Well, we're happy to hear you will.
Pl ease state your nanme for the
record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

ClTY SOLI C TOR GARCI A
Renee Garcia, City Solicitor. Good
nor ni ng, Madam Chair. Good
nmor ni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, nenbers. Good norning,
guests. And I'Il echo ny gratitude
for everybody who has cone together
to neet this nonent and for
everybody who net the nonent

yesterday and will neet the nonent
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t onor r ow.

Before we go into the
details of the program we thought
it'd be helpful for ne to do an
overview of the federal litigation.
Because if you've been following in
t he news, things change every two
hours and it's very hard to foll ow
what is going on. So I'll do a
deep overview and then we'll nove
on to the details.

So there's --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Ms. Garcia, just real
qui ck just for the record, nenbers
woul d I'i ke to know al so because you
are our lawyer, just for clarity
just give us the framework on what
you want to answer and the reason
why you prefer not to answer as
opposed to fol ks just thinking |
don't want to answer and that's not

the case, so just the | egal case

goi ng.
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M5. GARCIA: So as you
know, our conversations are
privil eged, ny conversations, the
Adm nistration are privileged. So
| am giving an overview of public
I nformati on regarding the
litigation. But if there are
guestions about | egal strategy,
those are questions I do not want
to answer in the public and we can
have off-site conversations about
that. | wouldn't want to waive
privilege.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | just wanted to put that
into context that we would want the
wi der public to know that no one's
hi ding anything. It's just around
| egal strategy and not putting us
in the predi canent down the |ine.

CTY SOLI C TOR GARCI A:
Exactly. Thank you for that, for
the clarification. So wth the

publicly avail abl e know edge, there
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are two cases, one in the D strict
of Massachusetts and one in Rhode
| sl and. Both of those cases have
been noving very rapidly over the
| ast week, which is creating the
confusion in the press on what is
being paid and what is not being
pai d.

The cases revol ve around
a contingency fund for SNAP
benefits that was set up in 2024.
That contingency fund only had $6
billioninit. So 6 billion,
whereas the nonthly need as a
nation is $8.62 billion. So the
conti ngency fund was not enough to
even cover one nonth of benefits.

Over the course of
Fri day and Saturday, both judges
I ssued orders, energency orders,
advi sing that the governnent would
have a choi ce whet her they used
that contingency fund and did a

partial paynment for Novenber or
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they tapped other funds and did a
full paynment in Novenber.

W | earned on Monday
that they elected to do a parti al
paynent for Novenber, neaning, that
they woul d not be tappi ng other
funds to cover all of Novenber's
benefits. Again, there's only
$6 billion. There's a great nuch
nore need for that.

Here's how the math
breaks down on that 6 billion.

4.65 will go for SNAP benefits for
Novenber. 150 mllion wll go to a
nutritional block grant, the -- and
| can see you all witing. | can
al so submt this later on -- for
Puerto Rico and Sanpa, and then
there's $450 million for

adm ni strative support. Now, those
three nunbers did not add up to 6.
It's because they tapped in Cctober
$750 million fromthis fund al ready

for that block grant and for
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adm ni strative fees.

So 4.65 billion going
out is about half of what the
states need to fulfill their
benefits. Again, they el ected not
to take other funding fromthe
USDA, whi ch woul d have affected
school lunch progranms. They're
very public about that. Pa gets
366 mllion a nonth. W don't know
t he exact nunber that's going to
come, but | assune it's about half.

Now, yesterday there was
anot her case devel opnent in Rhode
| sl and. The plaintiffs in that
case, which are various nonprofits
and a couple cities, filed for
enmergency relief saying that the
partial paynent was not going to be
enough. That hearing is tonorrow.
So again, things are devel opi ng
very rapidly.

What we don't know is,

okay, the governnent is at | east
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going to send half of this noney,
how long is it going to take to get
to people's EBT cards. In
Pennsyl vani a, the noney actually
goes to a third party that loads it
onto the cards. W do not know the
details of that. Everybody's
follow ng that very closely.

But | want to say that
the kind of the upshot is
Pennsyl vania i s | ooki ng at about
hal f what they would normally get
for the nonth. That is the |egal
overview. | can answer any
questions about the record. They
did -- and | can leave this
docunent with you. They did this
nmor ni ng publish the chart of how
much peopl e woul d get per nonth
based on their household. So a
househol d of one woul d get $149. A
househol d of ei ght would get $894
and so on and so forth. So they

did publish that. They have not
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publ i shed the full nunber for each
state.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  So
thank you for that testinony. |
just wanted to ask a question about
clarification about |oading the EBT
cards. Fromwhat | understood, the
President has said they will not be
| oaded and even the partial, it
will be partial, but that | oading
I's contingent on the inpasse in the
f ederal governnent budget to be
over; am|l correct?

CI TY SOLI Cl TOR GARCI A:
He did say that and then it was
wal ked back yesterday. So as far
as we know this norning, the
paynent wll be made. Do not know
the details on when it's nmade and
ultimately when it gets onto the
EBT cards.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMVAD:

Yeah. W just need to be very

clear for our constituents to
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understand this back and forth and
when they actually wll have their
EBT cards |oaded. So if we could
have a channel for us to be able to
share that, that would be really
hel pf ul .

CTY SOLI G TOR GARCI A:
Absol utel y.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Anybody have nore questions?

COUNCI LMAN LANDAU. Can
| ask one nore clarifying question.
So this is sinply for Novenber with
the contingency fund we have now.
| s there any plan going forward?

CITY SOLI C TOR GARCI A:
There's nothing for Decenber. This
wi |l be conpletely extinguishing
t hat contingency fund.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD:  One
ot her question about the anmount in
the contingency fund. Was there a
| awsui t about the fact that it was

not fully funded, the fact that
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t here was supposed to be nore noney
I n the contingency fund?

ClTY SOLI Cl TOR GARCI A
That | haven't seen. | know there
was anot her case in New York that
was then withdrawn. So if you saw
that, maybe it was that case. But
these two cases are not chall engi ng
the 2024 congressional allocation
to the fund.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Ckay. Thank you. We'll go to the
next panel nmenber.

MR. RENDON: Good
norning. Ol ando Rendon, Executive
Director for Community Enmpower nent
and Qpportunity. Good norning,
Chai r person Ahmad, Vice-Chair
Lozada and nenbers of Cty Council.
My nane is Olando Rendon. | am
the Executive Director of the
O fice of Community Enpowernent and
Qpportunity better known as CEO

Thank you for the opportunity to
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speak today on Resol ution
No. 250936, introduced by
Chai r person Ahmad on behal f of
Counci | President Johnson.
According to the
nati onal organi zation Feedi ng
America in 2023, 17.6% of all
Phi | adel phia residents were "food
I nsecure." For children, the
nunmbers are even wWor se. I n 2023,
30%or 1 in 3 children were food
i nsecure. Additionally, according
to a 2022 School District of
Phi | adel phi a report on househol d
food insecurity, 27% of students
reported not having enough food at
home in the past 30 days. 1In the
past 30 days, and 20% of famlies
reported facing food insecurity.
Nearly half a mllion
Phi | adel phi ans depend on the
federal | y-funded Suppl enent al
Nutrition Assistance Program al so

known as SNAP. To put the food on
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the table every day, sinply put
SNAP is a lifeline for

Phi | adel phians. SNAP is a
governnent society safety net and
was suppl enmented by the incredible
wor k of the nonprofit sector. |Its
I npact dwarfs that of the nonprofit
sect or.

To put things in
perspective, for every one neal
provi ded by the charitable Food
Net wor k, SNAP provi des ni ne neal s.
SNAP beneficiaries are
Phi | adel phi ans of all ages and
needs, including children, seniors,
people with disabilities and
veterans. |In Septenber of 2025,
over $96.2 mllion in SNAP paynents
were made to Phil adel phi ans.

As you're all aware, due
to the federal budget stal emate
SNAP benefits were not distributed
to the states in the tinme to nake

t he Novenber 1st paynents to
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Pennsyl vanians. As a result, for
the first time in the SNAP
programis history, the lifeline has
been paused and many Phil adel phi ans
are facing the devastating prospect
of not havi ng enough food.

After two court rulings
requiring the USDA to rel ease SNAP
funds, we learned that only parti al
benefits will be distributed in
Novenber. Even when the funds are
rel eased, we anticipate it wll
take around 10 business days for
paynents to be | oaded onto people's
cards. Conpoundi ng the financi al
stress felt by Phil adel phi ans
because of the federal shutdown,
many federal enployees are facing a
future of weeks w thout paychecks.

| am proud to say that
t he Parker Adm nistration has
stepped up to hel p Phil adel phi a
navi gate these uncertain tines. W

responded in a strategic way that
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addressed the many needs,
chal l enges facing city residents
with our One Philly SNAP support
pl an, a coordi nated
I nt ergovernnental public-private
part nership, we made an i medi ate
allocation of $2 mllion to the
city's two | argest food
di stribution partners Phil abundance
and Share. These two organizations
can now i ncrease their food
di stribution exponentially and nove
nore food to the smaller partner
organi zati ons that they support.
The Heal th Depart nent,
in partnership with the
Rei nvest nent Fund, established the
One Philly SNAP Support G ant
programto distribute up to $2
mllion in individual grants to
food security organizations, nany
whi ch are small grassroots that can
deliver imedi ate food assi stance.

Applications for the first round of
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di stributions closed today at
5:00 p.m The application can be
found on
phi |l a. gov/ snapsupportgrant. W
plan to distribute funds as soon as
Monday, Novenber 10t h.

My col | eague Dr. Pal ak
Raval - Nel son, our Health
Comm ssioner, is here to answer any
guestions about this grant program
today. The total 4 mllion just
described in addition to a 6
mllion Regional Food Fund
established by Philly partners to
support the region's food banks
t hrough a donation from AramarKk,
the Ofice of Children's and
Fam lies and the Mayor's O fice of
Education, in partnership with
Shari ng Access and Food Connect,
are expanding the One Philly
Produce Project to 43 Cormunity and
Ext ended Day Extended Year program

School s begi nni ng next week. W
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expected to ship you nore than
300, 000 pounds of fresh produce
this school year.

We | aunched a cityw de
publ i c education canpai gn directing
residents to the city's food and
nmeal finder, where they can |ocate
free groceries, neals and support
accessing public benefits. The
website phila.gov/food is in
mul ti pl e | anguages and is kept
up-to-date on a regul ar basis.

W al so real |l ocat ed
$1 million in funds at the
Phi | adel phi a Departnent of Human
Services to support sone of the
nost vul nerable famlies with food
assi stance. Famlies receiving
prevention, child welfare, juvenile
justice services are eligible to
receive this additional support,
whi ch can be accessed by contacting
their case nanagers.

Finally, on Monday
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Novenber 3rd, Mayor Parker hosted a
conveni ng of approximately 100 of
Phi | adel phia's small and | arge food
aid nonprofit | eaders. At this
neeting, providers were briefed on
the city's response to the SNAP
crisis and information was shared
about the city's food finder and
the grant support program

We recogni ze t hat
Phi | adel phi ans facing critical
times due to the lack of food and
steady pay al so need additional
support. For this reason, the
Di vi sion of Housing and Conmunity
Devel opnment and the Departnent of
Pl anni ng and Devel opnent ear mar ked
1.5 mllion in energency rental
assi stance for furloughed federal
wor kers at risk of eviction.

The Revenue Depart nment
al so established a tenporary
paynent deferral programfor

furl oughed federal enployees who
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are city residents, covering water
bills, real estate tax install nment
pl ans and Oaner - Cccupi ed Paynent
Agreenents with no |l ate fees or
penalties while federal pay is
di srupt ed.

The Commrerce Depart nent
t hrough the Merchants Fund has
al |l ocated 500,000 to an energency
relief grant that will offer
financial relief to small food
retailers, corner stores and
community grocers that have
suffered revenue | osses due to
di sruptions in federal SNAP/EBT
benefit processing. As you can
see, this is an all-hands-on-deck
approach to addressing this crisis.

In addition to all the
departnments nenti oned above, we are
ensuring that our Water Departnent
supports those who may be
struggling with one-tine paynent of

bills. W are also working with
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external partners such as PECO and
PGN who are providing simlar
supports to their custoners. All
fol ks need to do is call and ask
for help.

CEO s beneficiary
centers are also avail able for
Phi | adel phi ans, that need to help
navi gate new work requirenents for
SNAP that recently took effect to
apply for or renew their SNAP
benefits as well as apply for help
with utilities, property taxes,
medi cal assi stance and nore.
Resi dents can call Beneficiary
Hel pline at Carifi at
1-800-994-5537 to connect to a
BenePhilly speciali st.

Staff at nei ghborhood
Community Action Centers have al so
been trained on the new changes
that SNAP recipients need to
under stand and connect residents to

resources. W are appreciative to
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Gty Council for holding this
hearing and to Council President
for his ongoing commtnent to this
I ssue, even before SNAP cuts with
his Food and Nutrition Security
Task Force. Even when SNAP is
fully funded and people are
receiving full benefits, there wll
still be many Phil adel phi ans facing
daily food security issues. For
this reason, we need to continue to
wor k together in partnership.

Before | concl ude, |
want to reiterate that the
Phi | adel phi ans who need access to
free food should go to
phi | a. gov/food and we thank you for
the opportunity to testify.
Representati ves from every
departnment are here and avail abl e
to answer any questions that you
may have. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Ckay. We'll take Dr. Raval's
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testinmony and then we'll ask sone
guesti ons.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON. Thank
you. Good norning. M nane is
Dr. Pal ak Raval -Nelson. |'mthe
Heal th Conm ssioner. | do not have
formal testinony. Just answers to
guesti ons.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you. So they're going to
answer questions. Do you want to
go first?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yeah. Thank you,
Ol ando, for your testinony and
al so your | eadership around this
I ssue. | just had a couple brief
questions regarding the One Philly
SNAP Support Plan. Gve ne an idea
regardi ng the Regi onal Food Fund,
the $6 mllion. How we're going
about the distribution of those
funds? Are they direct paynents or

iIs there a grant process?
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MR. RENDON: |' m goi ng
to defer that to Dr. Palak to
respond.

DR. RAVAL- NELSON:. The
Regi onal Fund?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yes. The Regi onal Food
Fund, the $6 m i on.

DR RAVAL-NELSON: [|'m
not sure that we're distributing
t hat .

MR. RENDON: No, | think
the Adm nistration had a response
for that.

DR RAVAL- NELSON: W' ve
been all ocated -- the Health
Depart ment has been all ocated $2
mllion. And regarding that, we
devel oped a very sinplified grant
application and those applications
were made avail abl e as of Monday.
We have 1177 peopl e that have
al ready applied. The application's

cl osed tonorrow. And we have 3832
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requests for application and peopl e
filling themout in different
phases.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Al right. So | don't
want to be confusing. So I know
there's a total of 4 mllion so I'm
very aware of that part. | was
part of that conversation. The 2
mllion to the two | argest food
bank organi zations, which is
Phi | abundance and Share, and
there's 2 mllion of grants for
organi zati ons that can apply for
$5,000 to $50,000 so I'mfanmiliar
with that. But also, the
announcenent is a total $4 mllion
I nvestnent, correct, a mllion
dol lars fromthe Governor, right.

How nuch is the
phi | ant hropi ¢ community
contributing to this process and
what are those organi zations and

how are those funds being
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di stributed? Can sonebody clarify
that part?

DR RAVAL- NELSON:.  Sure.
| can | et Rob Dubow cone up and
answer that question.

(Wt ness approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Hi, Rob. How are you?

MR. DUBON Hey. How
are you?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Doing pretty good.

MR. DUBOW So the food
di stribution noney is really in
three buckets, right. There's the
4 mllion comng fromthe city and
we are handling how that's
distributed in a way that Dr. Pal ak
went through. Then there's 6
mllion com ng from phil ant hr opy
and they are nmanagi ng that, so
that's not com ng through us. And

then there's a mllion fromthe
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state that --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  So that 6 mllion, |
guess the question is how do
organi zations apply for the 6
mllion fromthe philanthropic
communities that's totally separate
fromthe Gty of Philadel phia? And
because they're a partnership with
the philanthropic conmmunity and the
Gty of Phil adel phia, wouldn't we
get that informati on so we can
provide to our Council nenbers and
they can provide to their
constituents to apply for the 6
mllion beyond our investnent?

VMR. DUBON And we w ||
work with philanthropy to get that
information to you so you can have
it.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  So at this nonent there's
a conmmtnent, but in ternms of the

actual programrollout fromthe
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phi | ant hropi ¢ comunity hasn't been
done as of yet?

MR. DUBOW | think
that's correct.

MR. RENDON: That's
correct. | believe we can get the
i nformation fromthe philanthropic
community to get you the details in
terns of how that will be disbursed
and managed.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  And that philanthropic
funding will cone through the
Phi | adel phia Fund; is that what |
t hought | heard you just say for
clarity?

MR DUBON No, it's
com ng through philanthropy.
They' re managi ng t hat.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Ckay. | just wanted to
get sone clarity on that because we
are working on a sense of urgency.

And so, if the private sector can
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do what they can do to ranp up the
| evel of participation so we can
tanp down to $6 mllion for the
constituencies, | think that would
be great.

How are we goi ng about
the netrics in terns of just
tracki ng and maki ng sure that the
dol l ars and support of resources
are going to the nost vul nerable
popul ati on that needs support here
in the city of Phil adel phia?

DR, RAVAL- NELSON:. Sure.
And | can speak to the 2 mllion
t hat you nentioned, Council
President. The other 2 mllion
went to Share and Phil abundance.
We are receiving the applications
fromsmall organi zations. W have
a rubric set aside to ensure that
they can serve food safely and that
t hey have the capacity to provide
food i mediately. So we've been

very direct.
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The application deadline
ends at 5:00 p.m today. The
reviews will begin imediately
tonmorrow norning and there's a set
rubric to ensure healthy, safe
food, but also that the
organi zati on has the capacity to
provide it.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  And just |ast before |
turn over to ny colleagues to ask a
coupl e questions --

MR. DUBOWN Just add one
thing on that, the grant agreenents
we will require regular reporting
on the anmount of food being
di stributed and where it's being
di stri but ed.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: The netrics would be good
just for us just as a city overall
to show a | evel of investnent on
our end, but also the social inpact

as a result of the work that we're
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doi ng.

MR DUBOW  Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | want to go back to the
phi | ant hropi ¢ conponent. And so,
in the chart that | had it just
says phil anthropic support and it
says 6 mllion. Are we able to
clarify what that 6 mllion neans?
Is it $6 mllion to be distributed
to organi zati ons? Because when it
says support, that could be staff,
that can be free consultation. |
just want to get clarity on that
part as wel|.

MR. DUBOWN We'll work
wi th philanthropy to get you a
witten followup on all of that.
You want to know t he whol e process
and all --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yes. Ol ando, give ne an
I dea of -- and again, we were

dealing with this crisis prior to
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today, right. And we knew that the
change in the criteria was com ng
down t he pi ke from Washi ngton, D.C.
What have we been doi ng regarding
the new rul es and requirenents for
SNAP? And can you clarify sone of
those rul es and requirenments?

MR, RENDON: |'mgl ad
you brought that up because | know
we're dealing with the i medi ate
trauma and crisis in terns of
getting food to peopl e based on the
suspensi on of benefits. But even
I f those benefits were fulfilled
today, and you wait with the lag in
terns of getting the noney into
peopl e's pockets in order to get
food, we still have to discuss in
ternms of the new regul ati ons that
have been posed by the federal
governnment in terns of keeping your
eligibility.

There's a nunber of

requi renents that have been inposed
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in terns of working that could
affect up to 65% of our folks

recei ving SNAP benefits in the
city. We have been convening with
a lot of work groups to tal k about
and how to strategize how to do
this, creating strategic and
educati onal canpaigns to ensure
that existing benefits, as we have
with the BenePhilly program
raising their capacity to nmake sure
that we can get folks onto this for
awar eness. There's a nunber of
peopl e who qualify for exenptions.
It's just to nake sure if they're
not automatic, if you're |like above
65 or below 18, you' re okay, you
woul d be exenpt. But there's a | ot
of people in between. And there's
alot of different criteria that
peopl e may not be aware of that we
need to educate, do outreach, send
texting saying, if you think you're

having a problem cone to us, we
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can help you fill out the
appropriate paperwork. If there's
a nedi cal exenption of sone sorts,
we want to nmake sure that you're
covered so that you don't |ose your
benefits.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: How are we getting the
word out regarding -- | know
menbers of Council are doing town
halls, right. And obviously, we
woul d love to be in partnership
with you as well. Are we doing
town halls? Are we doing soci al
nmedi a canpai gns sayi ng, hey, or
radi o ads saying hey, criteriais
going to be changing? Are we doing
anything from an outreach
standpoi nt that you can el aborate
on?

And then al so
specifically around immgrants, if
|"mcorrect, they aren't under this

new policy, eligible for SNAP
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benefits, which | know for sure is
going to inpact a significant

popul ation of all of our
constituencies? Could you

el aborate on that? And if we have
a plan to help inmgrants who nay
no | onger be under this policy, who
aren't no |onger eligible under
this policy to get food in their
hands?

MR RENDON: So |'m
goi ng to ask upon ny Deputy
Executive Director, Beth MConnell,
who can speak in terns of the
strategy. A lot of the things that
you nentioned are included in terns
of town halls and joining with Cty
Council to make sure we get their
word out. But she can speak al so
in terns of the population with
imm grants and the plan in terns of
t hose who are exenpt, who are still
conpl yi ng and those who don't have

a chance, but what do we do in
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terns of making sure that they're
covered as wel | ?

MR. McCONNELL: Good
nmorni ng, Council President. Beth
McConnel |, Deputy Executive
Director of Policy and Prograns at
CEQ. So in addition to -- so
starting in August, CEO has been
conveni ng | eaders across the
Adm nistration and nultiple
departnents to plan for the new
wor k requirenents, sone of which
went into effect Septenber 1st and
ot hers Novenber 1st.

We' ve been col | aborating
weekly. We've been neeting
routinely with PA DHS. They've
been great partners. Secretary
Arkoosh and her team have been
great partners on this. In
addition to the kind of traditional
outreach that we've been doing,
there's social nedia toolkits,

there's e-blasts, there's flyers,
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all that stuff.

One of the other things
that we're really working very hard
on is much nore targeted outreach
using data. W have a data-sharing
agreenent that the Parker
Adm ni stration signed wth PA DHS
this summer. That gives us
actually a list of all the
househol ds i n Phil adel phi a that
have SNAP and TANF and that all ows
us to do targeted text-based
outreach, sone nmailing and we m ght
be able to do sone al so targeted
t el ephone calls to those
i ndi viduals to say, hey, you got to
know about this and here are the
resources to help you navigate it.

We hope to launch that
t ext - based outreach in the next
coupl e of weeks. W also have a
partnership with the School
District of Philadelphia that's

al so sharing information about
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school district famlies that we
can do targeted outreach with. And
we'll be directing a lot of themto
a variety of resources in addition
to the Philly Food Finder, but also
the BenePhilly programfor folks
t hat need hel p navigating the new
wor k requirenments, know ng whet her
they're affected and getting in any
paperwork that they need to get in.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Wl |, thank you very
much. Thank you for your
| eadership. | just want to clarify
just for the record and all those
that are paying attention on this
particul ar hearing, under the
budget reconciliation bill which is
the One Big Ugly bill -- thank you,
Counci | menber Jam e Gauthier -- as
Septenber 1, 2025 adults aged 18 to
54 wi thout a dependent under 18
nmust prove they work or vol unteer

at | east 20 hours per week to
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mai ntain their SNAP benefits.
Those who cannot neet this
requi rement may only recei ve SNAP
for three nonths within a three-
year period, unless they qualify
for an exenption. As of Novenber
1, 2025, work requirenents have
expanded even further now applying
to adults up to age 64 and
narrom ng eligibility for
exenptions. Adults without a
dependent child under the age of 14
are now subject to these rules, and
veterans and current or forner
foster youth ages 18 to 24 are no
| onger exenpt.

And for nme, that shows
that a specific popul ati on of
i ndividuals will be severely
I npacted. Are we doing anything as
a city fromthe enpl oynent job
training or volunteer opportunities
perspective to help individuals

nmeet the 20-hour requirenent?
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MR, RENDON: |'I1 let
you answer that.

MS. McCONNELL: W' ve
been in collaboration wth
Phi | adel phia Wrks to di scuss ways
that opportunities for enploynent
and training can be made avail abl e
to nore Phil adel phi ans so that they
can neet those needs. As you know,
the state budget inpasse is also a
conplicating factor in all of this
and has affected workforce
devel opnent providers as well. So
it's sonething that we're paying
cl ose attention to.

We al so know t hat fol ks
can neet the obligations through a
conbi nati on of actual work and
conmunity service opportunities, as
you nenti oned, Council President.
So we've been talking also to
PA DHS and a nunber of community
service providers, but how people

coul d kind of piece these things
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t oget her.

There's been sone
di scussi on about sone platforns and
tools that could be used to connect
peopl e that have vol unt eer
opportunities with people that are
| ooking for them And so, that is
ki nd of ongoing and in devel opnent.
This is all happening very quickly,
as you know. But, yes, | think
it's very inportant that those
opportunities be available to
f ol ks.

But it's really not very
sustai nable long-term right. A
| ot of people are -- even if
they're able to neet sone of those
work requirenments in the first
coupl e of nonths or even the first
year, to be able to continue that
over long termis going to be a
real challenge. And so, that's
sonething | think we have to pay

attention to, how nmany
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Phi | adel phi ans are | osi ng SNAP,
ei ther permanently or until the
next opportunity to reapply as a
result of being unable to neet the
wor k or community service
opportunities.

MR RENDON:  And if |
may, this is where we're working
Wi th our partners to get out, as
you di scussed, all the exenptions
that you described. W' ve been
wor ki ng with our nei ghborhood
community action centers that are
all over the city to nmake sure that
particular staff is trained for
folks to cone in to be able to know
where the resources are, where the
hi ccups are and to informthese
I ndi viduals where that I|ies.
Wrking with CCVE as wel |l for
wor kf or ce devel opnent, to nmake sure
that there's opportunities that
perhaps cone into the city that

could hel p and assist for those
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requi renents so they don't | ose
their eligibility, so those are
t hi ngs we have been pushing and
havi ng conversations wth as well.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: And the last part, is it
that imm grants are no | onger
eligible, period, or they can be
eligible to neet the requirenent?
Could you clarify that part, the
new requirenment ?

M5. McCONNELL:  Yeah.
There are a nunber of fol ks who
have | awful status in the United
States but are not US citizens who
have previously been eligible for
SNAP that will lose their
eligibility permanently. | do want
to |l think refer maybe to sone of
our | egal services organizations
that have a little bit nore
expertise on that to answer those
questions than me, but | think it's

sonet hi ng very concerning that they
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wi |l permanently | ose.

There's sone new
gui dance that cane out fromthe
Food and Nutrition Service | ast
week, | think it was. | think
there's sone questions about that
gui dance that still need to be
answered. But, yes, there are a
nunber of folks that wll
absol utely | ose.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: | do see we have
Community Legal Services on the
next panel so I'll save that
question for clarification.

| yield, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President. |
want to acknow edge the presence of
Counci | menber G ndy Bass who j oi ned
us.

And before | hand over
the mc to ny coll eague Quetcy

Lozada, | have a qui ck question.
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To be clear, there is no conparable
met hod of people getting resources
directly. It has to go through
either the food |ike Share or

Phi | abundance? There is no direct
al ternate way of people to get EBT
i ke sort of resources directly to
them so they can go buy stuff at a
grocery store. They have to go

t hrough these other agencies? |
just want to be clear so we can
tell our constituents.

DR, RAVAL- NELSON:. Sure.
They do have to go through the
grant process or what has been put
in place. There's not a nechani sm
for direct paynent to folks.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  So
that's a whol e educati on process
because people are not used to
this. And so, we really need to
ranp that up and we would | ove to
see what is happening to nmake sure

that -- you nentioned the data
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anal ysis. W know who they are,
right. W should be able to do
It -- two weeks is a little |ong
for us to be able to nobilize that.
| would [ ove to see that
we are using our data that already
I dentifies which households are
SNAP recipients to imediately tell
them this is how you have to go
about feeding yourself, right.
That's one.

And, two, | had a
guestion about DHS. | heard that
DHS was going to be giving sone
resources. Howis that going to
happen? |Is that a direct resource
al l ocation or do they al so have to
go through the other organizations?

COW SSI ONER ALI:  So
good norning. I'mKinberly Ali.

"' mthe Conm ssioner for the
Phi | adel phi a Departnment of Human
Services. So thank you for that

gquestion, Dr. Ahmad. In terns of
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DHS, they will receive direct
al l ocation and how they wll do
that, when I talk about DHS |I'm
tal king about famlies who are
recei ving prevention services
through DHS child welfare, famlies
who are receiving services through
child wel fare as well as young
peopl e who are receiving services
t hrough our Juvenile Justice
Services Center. And so, | have
aut hori zed the providers to
purchase gift cards to grocery
stores because we did not want to
overwhel mthe food banks, the
pantries. And so, their
aut hori zation occurred | ast Friday.
W al ready have sone noney that's
al ready on the ground so that we
can nmake sure that those gift cards
are in the hands of the famlies
who need it the nost.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Thank you. Can we take this gift
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card approach to the whol e system
because that would -- listen, |
mean we're doing it in one sector
for one group of people who are

al ready engaged with DHS. It seens
to me the | east anobunt of Adm n
overhead if we already know who are
the SNAP recipients and we just
send themthe gift cards, whether
they're DHS-inpacted or otherw se,
that woul d be so nuch easier for
the famlies to utili ze.

So | would highly
recomend we | ook at why don't we
do this direct service because we
woul d -- that was happeni ng al ready
with EBT cards. W're just
replacing it with gift cards from
the city for these resources. So |
woul d |l ove to get a response from
you -- nmaybe not you. | nmean, you
need to go back and tal k about it.
But can we nobilize |ike asap gift

cards that we already know how to
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do, just anplify what Conm ssi oner
Ali is doing and do it for the rest
of our comunity.

COW SSI ONER ALI:  So
we'll take it back for
consi der ati on.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:

Ckay. Thank you. | yield the fl oor
to --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  No, hold on. Let's put a
pin there. That's DHS doing it.

So, Kim that's out of your

wheel house but | think that is a
realistic conversation to have with
the Adm ni stration.

Ol ando, since | know
you deal with the Benefit Bank and
al so we have the Finance Director
over there as well with the city
with a $7 billion budget, surely we
can figure out strategies and ways
toreally nmeet this nonent in tine

in the history. And so, we'l]l
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conti nue having this conversation
as we nove forward. But it's not
new di rect paynents.

And | think the Cty had
a program under the Prom se
Initiative where we were doi ng
direct paynents before and at this
particular point in tinme, that does
al l ow i ndividuals who don't want to
go to a food bank, right, the
dignity to also work going to
rather it's ShopRite or Sprouts or
any other store to purchase food so
that you're addressing it froma
variety of different ways. But how
much are you aut hori zi ng?

COW SSI ONER
COMM SSI ONER ALI:  So we al | ocat ed
a mllion dollars.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Ckay. Good j ob.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Wel |, thank you, Council President.

We'll yield the floor to
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Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| just want to follow up
on the line of questioning the
Counci | President had around
outreach and information. And |
heard what you all are saying, but
I n nei ghborhoods or in communities
where there is limted digital
literacy and internet access, what
supports are being expanded to be
able to ensure that people are
getting connected, especially if
we' re expecting themto go find
their nearest pantry, upl oad
docunentation, fill out
applications? Are those
i ndi vidual s that you are preparing
in all of these access centers, are
they culturally conpetent? Do they
speak multiple | anguages? Are you
going to increase staffing in those
spaces, given what we're expecting
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coul d potentially be happeni ng?

MR. RENDON: Absolutely.
So as nentioned before, with the
nei ghbor hood conmmunity action
centers, they' ve been trained in
terms of what all the resources
are. | believe the staff that are
established in particul ar
comrunities are culturally
conpetent where they are. W wll
suppl enent that and just wth CEO
in terns of outreach with our own
teans, and different nechani sns and
met hods to do that via text, but in
di fferent | anguages to fol ks that
are targeted with informati on we
may get. So we do have a plan in
terns of try to outreach and nake
sure we touch everyone as possible
to ensure that they have the
accurate information to nmake sure
to get the resources that are
needed.

COUNCI LWOVAN  LOZADA:
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Thank you. And then one of the
guestions that we received in one
of our community neetings was
related to DHS. And the question
or the concerns for sone of the
parents was, | nmay be put in a
situation where |I'mnot going to be
able to feed ny children the way
that is expected. M neighbor, the
school, soneone may call DHS on ne.
| s DHS prepared to respond to those
types of situations where parents
are put in this position that is
really not an abusive situation
intentionally, but as a result of
what is happeni ng around us?
COW SSI ONER
COW SSI ONER ALI:  Yes, thank you
for that question. So absolutely.
So let ne first just give sone
context around DHS. Qur mission is
to stabilize famlies and support
famlies in their nost difficult

times. So food insecurity is one
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of those.

And so, | want to al so
di spel a nmyth and gi ve you a sense
of the data around it. Wen | | o0k
at the |ast four years, we received
only 199 reports into our DHS
hot|l i ne because of failure to
provi de adequate nutrition. To
gi ve you a sense, we receive about
35,000 calls a year into the DHS
hotline. So very, very few calls.
However, we'll continue to track
t hat .

VWhat | w il say is that
if afamly is in need of sone
supportive services, they can call
DHS at 215-683-4DHS. So that's
215-683-4DHS and we wi || support
t hem

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you for that. And finally,
you know, nmy famly was put in a
situation where ny dad went to work

and found that the factory was shut
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down and we were one-incone famly,
and we had to go to public
assi stance and nmy nomrefused. And
so, that forced ny dad to be able
to take care of a famly of five,
to be able to put food on the
table. And | saw how difficult it
was for ny dad and other nmen to be
put in a situation where they had
to go stand in line in order to be
able to provide for their famlies.

And so, | ooking at
options or situations where we can
make it a nore direct access as
opposed to people having to go
stand in line and people having to
go feel like they are begging in
order to provide for their
famlies, it is extrenely inportant
and we know that. W know our
cultures, we know our famlies.

And so, anything that we
can do to give folks nore direct
access and to elimnate all of
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t hese barriers that sonetines we
put into place that are really not
necessary are extrenely inportant.
So | encourage all of us to figure
out what those options are so that
we can nmake sure people do not go
hungry in our communities. Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you, Council nenber Lozada.
To re-enphasi ze, we need direct
paynents.

| wll yield the floor
to Council nenber C ndy Bass. You
just told ne --

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
(Inaudible). | thank ny
col | eague -- okay. Thank you,
Counci | woman.

Let nme ask you a
guestion. Anybody in the room
rai sed on food stanps, raise your
hand if willing to, right.

(Hands rai sed.)
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COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: So

for those of us, listen, there's a
saying, if you know, then you know.
The stanps are very inportant.
Most of the tinme people run out of
food stanps before they run out a
nmont h. And even before we hit this
nmonment, it just wasn't enough.

Yesterday | happened to
be driving down Broad Street in ny
district and | cane across the
gi veaway that Saudi a Shul er was
doi ng at her | ocation around Broad
and Pi ke near Erie and the |ine was
wr apped around the entire city
bl ock, and probably then sone. |
don't know what was happeni ng on
the other side of the line, how far
It was goi ng.

She served about 4000
famlies yesterday and that's
famlies so it's nore than one
person. Those are nons, dads,

chil dren, grandnons, aunts, uncles,
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it's everybody. And so, | say all
that to say that we're at this
moment, but it's so critically
I nportant that we have a plan.

| "' m prayi ng that we get
out of this ness sooner rather than
| ater because it's just so real.
But getting out of it isn't enough
because what we had before wasn't
enough. | know that you all know
this. | know |'m preaching to the
choir, but | really just wanted to
enphasi ze -- | don't have a
guesti on.

| really just wanted to
enphasi ze the inportance of naking
sure that food assistance goes so
much further than where it was
pregover nnent shutdown. It's got
to go further. W've got to be the
drivers of it. W need to neke
sure that everyone in the city of
Phi | adel phi a has access at all

times regardl ess of what's
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happeni ng on a federal or state
| evel or even a city |evel
regardl ess of what's happeni ng, how
do we get there nobilizing all of
t he resources that we know that we
have available. So | know that,
l'isten, you got a tall order right
now. But |I'mjust thinking after
this crisis -- because again, |'m
praying that we're able to wap
this up sooner rather than |later,
al though we don't see it in sight.
You know, |isten, we're
very hopeful. But after this is
over, what happens to food
i nsecurity in the city of
Phi | adel phi a whi ch was al ready
unacceptable. So we were giving
out food in ny district during the
pandem c.
W started the day of
t he governnent shutdown here in the
city of Phil adel phia, which was
i ke March 13th of 2020. And that
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was a Friday because | renenber it
was Friday 13th. And then that

foll om ng Monday, we were at Panati
Pl aygr ound nmeki ng peanut butter and
jelly sandw ches and just doing
what ever because peopl e had no idea
where to turn, you know, what the
noney situation was going to | ook
li ke.

We just need to stay
there in that node of trying to
figure out how people are going to
eat no matter what is happeni ng.

So | thank you for your service. |
thank you for all the hard work. |
know each of you and the work that
you do, but | just really want to

I npl ore upon you to think beyond
where we are right now because it
wasn't working before. It's
certainly not working now so how
are we going to fix that. Thank
you.

Thank you, Madam Chair.
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COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you, Council nenber Bass.

Counci | menber Gaut hi er,
finally your chance.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Counci | menber Gaut hi er,
can | just nmake one brief comment.
This is for the Health
Comm ssioner. | just wanted to
clarify, Dr. Nelson, regarding
phi |l ant hropi ¢ support. |It's called
the 6 mllion Regional Food Fund. |
just wanted to clarify that for the
record. This is a part of press
rel ease given out by the Mayor.

| just wanted to nake
sure | had ny facts straight that
there is a $6 billion Regional Food
Fund establi shed by philanthropic
partners to support regional food
banks. And so, | just wanted to
state that for the record because
when | nentioned it, it was |ike

what are you tal king about.
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DR, RAVAL- NELSON: No,
under st ood, Council nenber. And as
our Finance Director, M. Dubow
expl ained that that's bei ng handl ed
directly through the philanthropic
organi zations, we'll make sure we
get you additional --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | just wanted to clarify
for the --

DR RAVAL- NELSON: |
know, | know. | was ready for ny
stuff with all ny nunbers
because - -

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  You said | ain't got
nothing to do with that.

DR, RAVAL- NELSON:

-- they're comng in every m nute.
Applications are comng in every
mnute, sir, so |l was ready with ny
nunbers.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yes. Thank you very
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much.
DR, RAVAL- NELSON:
You' re wel cone.
COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Recogni ze Counci | menber Gaut hi er
who' s been waiting patiently.
COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Madam Chair. Thank you,
Council, for hosting this really
i nportant critical conversation.
Thank you to the
graci ous nenbers of the Public
Health Commttee for allowng ne to
ask questions. This is so
inmportant. And I'mreally proud of
all of us for com ng together in
the way that we have to make sure
that we're stepping into the gap
for people. And I commend the
Par ker Adm nistration for the
resources that you put in place
pretty quickly and how
conpr ehensi ve they are.

And | also wanted to
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j ust acknow edge all of the
organi zations doing this hard work,
Shar e, Phil abundance, the Food
Trust, many, many others across the
city because we all know that this
was a need before these recent
happenings. | wanted to rem nd
people in ny district that ny
of fice hosts a food giveaway every
Thur sday at noon at 52nd and Cedar
at our district office. But of
course, agree with ny col |l eague
that we can't rely on food
gi veaways. So |I'm happy that we're
goi ng about this by many ot her
met hods.

| don't know if this is
a mechanismto get direct paynents
to people, but just wanted to
rem nd the nmenbers of the conmttee
and everyone present that we do
have the PHL Housi ng Pl us program
that we use to provide people with
noney that they pay their rent with
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as well as a host of other needs.

We just, | believe, nade
a commtnment to continue that
program based on how well it has
done in keeping people in their
honme. So | |iked the sort of gift
card idea, but just wanted to throw
that out there as another neans of
getting direct paynents to folks
that we already have in place.

| wanted to just go back
to this issue of outreach. | think
that's going to be incredibly
I nportant, particularly around
hel pi ng people to understand the
new eligibility requirenents and
what they need to do to be in
conpliance. | was heartened to
hear us say that we're going to
have a texting program W're
going to be reaching out to people
directly.

| think | heard us say

that we'll be hel ping people at the
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Community Action Centers as well as
at the BenePhilly sites. But |
just wanted to hear a little bit
nore detail there. Beth said that
she thought that we'd be able to
have sort of that outreach system
launch in a few weeks. | wanted to
ask how confident we are in that
sort of tinmespan because it's very
critical.

| also wanted to ask and
wanted to hear specifically how are
we expanding staff at the
BenePhilly sites and at the
Community Action Centers to really
be able to shepherd people through
this process, because | think fol ks
will not just need a text. They're
probably going to need a | evel of
hand- hol di ng to determ ne how t hey
continue to get served.

And | know that we've
done this at other points in the

city. I'Il just have a quick
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exanple. | had ny first son at 25.
| don't know what list | was on
fromthe city, but I would get a
call fromthe Health Departnent
every few nonths to say if | had
gotten vaccines for ny son. And |
t hought it was annoying at the
time, but | still got that call
every few nonths as a new nomto
just make sure that | was on track.
Because obvi ously, that was

I nportant and is an inportant
public health issue.

SNAP is what we're
dealing with now, and | think we
all probably agree that the people
targeted by these policies, Black
peopl e, Brown people, inmmgrants
are going to continue to get beaten
down by this Adm nistration. And
so, | foresee that we're not just
going to need this sort of case
managenent help with the SNAP

i ssue. We're probably going to
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need it for a while. So | just
wanted to hear nore specifics about
how we' re resourcing ourselves to
really hel p navigate peopl e through
this very tough tine.

MR RENDON: |'Il just
say that with BenePhilly we
mentioned earlier in terns of the
capacity, the one-on one financi al
counsel ing that occurs, we are
expandi ng our partners in terns of
maki ng sure that we neet the
demand. In order to do that,
luckily we received an award anount
fromWIIliam Penn Foundation to
expand on that work to get nore
i ndividuals to go and assi st and
help to do that.

We al so have -- and
wanted to nmention sonething that
Counci | wnman Bass nentioned in
ternms of SNAP is not enough, just
as is, but the fact that we are

still able to provide over 2000
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benefits that nay be eligible that
are public for folks. If you
qualify for LIHEAP, if you do
sonet hing with Honestead, you get
sone utility assistance, that may
free up sone resources to be able
to help offset in terns of trying
to do sonething wwth food as well.
So we are expandi ng on that as
wel | .

As far as we already
have sonme fol ks on the ground with
NCAC, Nei ghborhood Conmmunity Action
Centers, that are al ready knocking
on doors with literature and flyers
to nake sure that peopl e understand
what the resources are and where to
find them and where to reach them
So those are sone of the things
that we're just doing nowto build
upon the capacity for noving
forward to neet the demand.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER:

That's great. | think |I'm asking,
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and this could be a followup, if
you can provi de specifics about how
many people we're bringing on and
what we think that we'll be able to
do fromthe perspective of serving
the public certainly. And then the
ot her question, how are we
reasonably certain that we w |
have this outreach systemready to

| aunch in the next few weeks?

MR, RENDON: We're
working on this. [It's already
happening. So it's ongoi ng
literally on a day-to-day basis and
iIt's evolving as we speak.

COUNCI LWOVAN GAUTHI ER
Thank you so nuch for all of your
wor k and for being here today.

MR. RENDON: Thank vyou.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you, Council nmenber Gaut hi er.

"Il yield the floor to
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
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Thank you. | wanted to follow up
al so on the outreach system | was
really interested in all the years
|'ve worked in the city and with
the city, have been al ways
concerned that we weren't sharing
enough information to nmake things
go faster. And as the head of the
Tech Committee, | know Beth
McConnel |l said that we're going to
start getting sone data about all
househol ds who have SNAP or TANF
fromthe state, right. And what
was the name of that --

MR, RENDON:. PA DHS.

COUNCI LMAN LANDAU:  What
was that? |'msorry.

MR. RENDON:  Through PA

COUNCI LMAN LANDAU:  And
in that system so you're saying
that's already started?

MR. RENDON: That j ust

began as sonething that we were
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striving to get for a very |long
time. We were able to get that
agreenent and that's going to cone
into a key role in terns of
targeted outreach for folks once we
get that information to be able to
say, this is where we're going,
this is the people who need it the
nost and we can actually get the
resources at their door when we can
do that.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
First of all, that's fantastic.
Congratul ations. It always seens
so sinple what we needed. And to
actually get it in that data-
sharing agreenent, are we sharing
data back with the state?

MR. RENDON: Yeah.

M5. McCONNELL: So | can
confirmthat we have received
delivery of data from PA DHS. That
Is specifically -- there's

obvi ously very specific-use cases
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that we can use the data for and
there are things that are not in
t hat agreenent.

The current agreenent
allows us to do targeted outreach
to help people maintain their SNAP
benefits and al so hel p peopl e
enroll in SNAP or apply in SNAP
that are not currently enroll ed.
So we'll be using the PA DHS data
to do targeted outreach for those
t wo purposes.

We have been in ongoing
conversation with DHS about ways
that we could either anend or have
a new data-sharing agreenent to
al so be able to communi cate sone
data back that we have as a city.
For exanpl e, we know people who
m ght have experienced honel essness
because they've had an interaction
with our honel ess system Could we
potentially provide that to PA DHS

so they coul d exenpt those people
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who shoul d be exenpt but they don't
have that info.

Now, again this is an
expl oratory conversati on.
Qobvi ously, the privacy rights of
peopl e are paranount. There are
multiple reviews froml awers at PA
DHS and the City of Phil adel phia
before any of that can be execut ed.
But | can say we've been having
very, very fruitful discussions
about that possibility, and | just
use the honel essness data as one
exanple. There could be other
fornms of data. So we're | ooking
forward to continuing those
conversations with a sense of
urgency, obviously for the nonent
that we're having now. But we'll
be ready to answer your questions,
be able to I aunch that outreach of
the data that we al ready have very
soon.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU
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That's super hel pful. Last
question: |s there a plan to share
the data sets that you have now
Wi th other departnents in the city?

M5. McCONNELL: No, we
do -- well, no, we don't -- let ne
pause on the question and | et us
get back to you, because | think
that the legal agreenent -- | don't
want to m sstate what's in the
| egal agreenent, which I don't have
right in front of nme, but there are
[imtations on who can get access
to that data. They have to be
specifically naned in the data-
sharing agreenent. So |let ne just
doubl e confirmon that and get back
to you.

COUNCI LMAN LANDAU:
Ckay. Thank you so much. It's
hel pf ul .

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMVAD:
Thank you, Council nenber.

Before | yield the floor
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to Council nrenber O Rour ke, quick
question/clarification. So just
goi ng over the nunbers one nore
time, the Gty of Phil adel phia has
4 mllion for the Food Bank of
people, 2 and 2, that's 4. And
then you have a mllion --

DR, RAVAL- NELSON: No,
am

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  |'s
it atotal of 7 mllion fromthe
Cty? | just want to be clear.

DR RAVAL- NELSON: Let
me restate it. So it's a total of
4 mllion. The 6 mllion that
Presi dent Johnson was referring to
Is fromthe philanthropic
organi zati ons and they're handling
that on their own.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMVAD:
That's right.

DR RAVAL- NELSON:. Then
we have $4 million -- the total is

7 mllion for other services as
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well. But the noney towards food,
just for food is 4 mllion. Share
and Phi | abundance had 1 mllion
each. And then the remaining 2
mllion was all ocated through the
Heal th Departnent to provide grants
and opportunities for snmaller
organi zations to get the food out
the door to people that need it.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD:  So
that's 1, 1 plus 2, 4 plus 3 that
you're saying for over -- what is
that for, the 3 mllion?

DR. RAVAL- NELSON:  The
remai ning dollars, | think Rob can
explain that. That's for housing
and ot her things.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Ckay. Those are the direct rent
and all of those things that wll
go through -- howw !l that be
di sbur sed?

MR. DUBOW So there's

1.5 mllion in rental assistance
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that will be disbursed through the
O fice of Planning and Devel opnent.
There's the $1 mllion that the DHS
Comm ssi oner was tal king about, and
then there is al so $500, 000 f or
busi nesses that will go through
Commer ce.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
(kay. So that makes up the 3
mllion sort of that adm nish-type
of work.

MR, DUBOW  Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Ckay. So phil ant hropi ¢ support 6
mllion outside of our purview.
And the state support, the 1
mllion, is that com ng through us?
Are they doing this directly? Do
we know what they're doing with
t hat ?

MR. DUBOWN W can get
you details. But | think what
they're doing is working with | ocal

food distributors.
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COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:

Ckay. So we have a total of 14
mllion --

MR DUBOW Correct.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHMAD: - -
in this near ternf

MR. DUBOW  Yes.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMAD: Al
right. Thank you.

Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Just for clarity, Rob, so
the mllion that conmes fromthe
state, right, is that mllion
com ng through our budget?

MR, DUBON It is not
comng through us. It is going
straight to --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: So we're basically just
sayi ng because the state is giving
amllion, we're claimng it as a
part of being supportive of what's
going on in the Cty of
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Phi | adel phia, but it's not a direct
contribution to the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a?

MR, DUBOWN W were
trying to capture (inaudible) all
of the assistance that is com ng.
And so, we're putting together what
we' re doi ng, what philanthropy is
doi ng, what the state is doing.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:

Cty of Philadelphiais 7 mllion
total ?

MR. DUBOWN Correct, of
the total 14,

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you. Yield the floor to
Counci | menber N ck O Rourke.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Thank you, Madam Chair. You have
al ready pointed this out. M
apol ogi es. Thank you all for your
testinoni es and being here today
and providi ng what you' ve provi ded.

Madam Chai r has al ready ki nd of
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spoken to this and pointed this
out .

Htting it again just
now, for ny purposes | want to
underline it again for anybody
that's watching this back and make
sure that we don't mss this
nonment. Additional investnents in
food banks, we know that they're
critical, right.

As you said, Director
Rendon, in your testinony, as
Menber Landau al so underlined in
her remarks, her opening remarks, |
bel i eve, SNAP' s scal e and i npact
dwarfs anything that nonprofits can
realistically do in this nonent.
It's super inportant in ny mnd.

When | got here to
Council, my first floor speech
included in ny dreamcity, King's
vision for a guaranteed basic
i nconme would be the reality in the

city. So we'd have to worry about
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how to get noney into people's
hands directly.

Thank you, Comm ssioner
Ali, for what you all have done at
DHS to get cards, proactively
t hi nki ng about that and nobili zing
that. Menber Gauthier, before she
| eft nmentioned sonething around
housi ng plus, that m ght be a good
| dea.

Ri ght now those are all
pil ot prograns, the guaranteed
i ncones that exist. Hopefully one
day we can realize that as a
permanent thing. But can you
clarify beyond the mllion from
DHS, are there any direct aid
that's going to the hands of
Phi | adel phi ans ri ght now beyond
t hat one particular thing?

MR. DUBOWN In the
programthat we're rolling out,
we' ve nobilized over the | ast week;

Is that what you're tal king about
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or are you tal king about nore
gl obally in governnent?

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:

No. Directly in city governnent,
yes. Can you point to anything

ot her than what Menber Ali,

sorry -- Director Ali, Conmm ssioner
Ali --

MR DUBOW
Comm ssi oner.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: - -
Commi ssioner Ali has done that
reflects direct noney into people's
hands to go get food now?

MR. DUBOWN Ol ando, do
you know or otherw se we shoul d get
back to hinf

MR. RENDON: | think we
woul d have to get back to the
Counci | man.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
(kay. Please do. Again, this has
been spoken to. I'munderlining it

because | think it's essential.
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Menber Bass, Menber Landau,
sonebody el se, | was out yesterday
doing a tour of North Philly and I
saw the line twice the size. | saw
on soci al nedia, you know, soci al
media is kind of the streets now.
It's where you get your
Information. There are a nunber of
young brothers who are out
collecting food, trying to get
ahead of this to get actual food in
peopl e's hands. The brother broke
down in tears when he realized how
long the line was. He was hurt
that he coul d not neet the nonent.
And so, | cannot
over enphasi ze how absol utely
essential it is for us to be
thinking direct noney in people's
hands to get food in their bellies
yesterday, and | think that's the
kind of thinking that we need to do
in terms of how we nobilize our

governnent in this nonent. So |
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just wanted to underline that.

MR. DUBOWN And let ne
j ust enphasi ze we understand the
urgency of the nonment which is why
we nobilized as quickly as we did.
We understand this situation.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Ckay. Thank you. Well, | want to
enphasi ze it again. Thank you for
saying that you understand it. It
can't be overstated that we need to
get that into the hands. Also, |
want to say that | actually
appreciate the recognition in your
testinmony, M. Rendon. W
recogni ze that Phil adel phi ans
facing critical tinmes due to |ack
of food and steady pay al so need
addi ti onal support. And for that
reason, the D vision of Housing
Communi ty Devel opnent at the
Departnent of Pl anni ng and
Devel opnment earmarked 1.5 million

I n enmergency rental assistance for
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furl ough of federal workers and
risk of eviction. That's
wonder f ul .

Can we not be in the
spirit of underlining and
enphasi zi ng even nore (i naudi bl e)

I n our approach? Nanely, | believe
Mayor Dickens in Atlanta. And |'1]
be damm if we be outdone by the
city of Atlanta who actually put a
nmoratoriumon evictions. |s that
not sonething that we can be

| ooking at to happen here in the
city of Philadelphia at this tine?

MR, RENDON. |'m sure
that's sonething that we can take
back and di scuss and see where that
goes and where that lies, what
we're able to do.

MR. DUBOW We should
al so nention the deferral that the
Revenue Departnent is doing during
t he shutdown on anpbunts that are

owed for property taxes and water
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bills. So there's a deferral
program for that too.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE:
Ckay. Thank you for that. And
finally, if this crisis lasts for
nont hs, God forbid. But if it
does, what's the city's current
t hi nking and | ong-termplans to
ensure that residents can still
access food?

| heard the solicitor
mention we don't have any
resources. There's no noney at
| east all ocated anywhere beyond a
nonth. \Where are we at?

MR DUBOWN | nean, to
be clear if there's no federal
budget for six nonths, we don't
have the capability to stand in for
food stanps in the long term W
just don't have that financial
capability. W're nobilizing as
qui ckly as we can. W' re doing

what we can, but they have to cone
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to -- they have to do their jobs.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: |'s
that the end of the thinking and
conversation?

MR. DUBOW |Is that
what ?

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: |'s
that the end of the thinking and
conversation? Like, when you're
tal ki ng about what to do if this
goes on beyond a nonth, is it just
like, well, we don't know because
they're --

MR, DUBON No, we are
doi ng things and we've shown that
we're doing things. But if your
gquestion is what if this just
lingers on and on, can we nmake up
for what the federal governnent has
done, we can't. They have to do
their jobs.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Heard. | just want to get on the

record -- the point of these
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hearings is to get on the record
the things that you're thinking,
what the plans are, whatever. So
|"masking it so | can hear and get
to the public where our thinking is
on that.

We all know, right, as
|'ve already spoken to that to be
able to neet this nonent we need
significantly nore than we have in
our resources. But in the way of
conti ngency plans or even stop gap,
sonething, | wanted to get on the
record what it is that the thinking
currently was. That's why |I'm
aski ng the questi on.

MR. DUBOW Right.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: |
amnot -- | feel a sense like |I'm
underm ni ng your recognition of the
monent. | recognize that. | need
to get on record what the thinking
is and that's why |I'm asking the

guesti on.
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MR DUBOWN Right, and
that's kind of what we' ve gone
through in this hearing, what we're
doi ng, what our planning is.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Ckay. Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you. Just to underscore ny
col |l eague's point, the big
corporate entities in Phil adel phia,
i ncl udi ng one down the road, have
given mllions of dollars for a new
Bal lroomin Washington D.C. Just
letting you know t hey have
resources to share and give away so
they need to be at the table being
part of the solution.

W want to nmake sure
that we don't need to do this ever.
We shoul d have our folks in
Phi | adel phi a sel f-sufficient being
able to do one job that pays a
living wage that allows to put food

on the table and we need to not
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ti ptoe around our corporate
partners because they are naking
enornous profits that are not being
put back into the Cty of
Phi | adel phia and we need to denmand
t hat .

So | want our
Adm ni stration to Council nmenber
O Rourke's point, there are ways to
plan further out so that, CGod
forbid, we go beyond too |ong. W
understand that. But | think for
us not to know that we have
entities right here who can fill
t hese gaps for us and here we are
scranbling around for this one
dol l ar and we are maki ng our
famlies really have so nuch shane
associated with having to stand in
a food line, which is why we want
direct paynents, which is why we
want the corporate sector stand up
and do what's right and we have to

denmand t hat .
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So this is part of what
| hope people are listening to,
that there is ability to do this,
there is ability to neet this
nonent. W have partners right
here who could do that, but we have
to ask them because they're not
vol unteering to give us the noney.
They're sending it to a ballroomin
Washi ngton, D.C., just so you know.

| yield the floor to
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada and
then to Council menber Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

In an effort to call on
all of everyone that had the
potential to be able to help, are
we working directly with sone of
our faith-based partners to be able
to becone sone of those nore
nei ghbor hood spaces that could help
us with identifying food or

connecting folks with food as
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opposed to sending themto the
bi gger food banks?

| know that | have over
500 churches in the 7th Council
District, many of themdistribute
food. Sone cone from Share. Sone
conme from Phil abundance. Sone from
Smal | Things and Caring for
Friends, but who were not able to
t ake advantage of applying for that
grant but they are the trusted
partners. What are we doing to be
abl e to engage them who have direct
access to sone of these famlies in
need?

MR RENDON: | will say
the CEOw th their internal
outreach teans are already
including a lot of literature as we
go around in the nei ghborhoods and
knock on doors in terns of all the
SNAP-rel ated resources. But when
we di scuss individuals or entities

I i ke nei ghbor hood community access
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centers who know who the
st akehol ders are in those
particul ar communities, including
churches, when they do their
outreach and go around spreadi ng
the word in terns of training, the
trainer, we want to give you all
the information, all the literature
to help spread the word based on
your constituents. Those are the
things that are going to be
occurring to hel p make that reach
farther for us and for you.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:  So
Is that already in place or are we
going to put that in place?

MR. RENDON: That's in
pl ace.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
And so, we know we are certain that
we' re reachi ng sone of those
imm grant famlies who are afraid
to stand in these |lines but who
woul d go to their local church to
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be able to receive?

MR. RENDON: That is all
part of the plan.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you, Council nmenber.

W'll go to
Counci | menber G ndy Bass.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

So | just wanted to go
back to ny col |l eague Council man
O Rourke's question about if this
shoul d drag on and what the
Adm ni stration is prepared to do.
And so, | know, M. Dubow, that you
t hought that there were no
preparations if -- okay, nmaybe |
heard it w ong.

MR DUBOWN | didn't say
that. But what | did say is we

can't wholly nmake up for the
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federal governnent, right. That's
really literally tens and tens of
mllions of dollars a nonth that
cone to people in food. W don't
have that kind of resource. That
doesn't nean we can't do anyt hing
and that we're not planning on what
we do. And sone of the things that
Ol ando tal ked about, sone of the
things that Dr. Pal ak tal ked about,
| just wanted to nake the point
that we can't fully step up, that
there will be challenges that are

| arger than our resources.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: |
certainly woul d understand that
this is a totally unexpected
expense that the city was not
prepared for. But nonethel ess, we
have to neet the nonent. There's
no question --

MR DUBOWN And that's
what we're doing.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
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Ri ght, but I'mjust saying |ong
term |I'mcertainly hopeful again
that this doesn't drag on for very
much longer. But if it does, then
the Gty of Philadel phia has to
make sure that people can eat. W
are ultimately responsible for our
citizens and it's great if we can
have hel p fromthe Commonweal t h.
It's great when we get federal
assi st ance.

But all of that being
off the table, we have to nake it
happen. W got to figure it out
and make it happen. | just really
wanted to nmake that point. And |
under st and your concerns and your
worry, but there's always sone
pl ace that we could cut at | east
tenporarily to figure that out and
make it happen. So | just wanted
to enphasi ze that because |'m
troubled by the idea that our only

response is, well, they got to do
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their jobs. | agree they do have
to do their jobs.

MR. DUBOWN That wasn't
the only response.

COUNCI LWOMAN BASS: |
know. [|'msorry, but that's kind
of inmy mnd at least it was
summing up to be, is that we'll do
what we can, but they got to do
their jobs. W need to have a
concrete plan in place to ensure
and to reassure people we got you.
No matter what happens we got you.

VMR. DUBOWN Yep. And |
said, this is why we're stepping up
now, this is why we're putting in
t he resources we have and we w ||
continue to work on it. It was
just the point | was nmaking is the
scal e of food stanps.

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS: |
understand the scale of it, but we
got to nmake it happen. So thank

you.
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MR.  RENDON:
Counci | menber, if | may, though I
can't speak to the infusion of
nmoni es fromdifferent places, |
will say that CEO will al ways
continue to convene wor ki ng groups
to have this conversation ongoi ng
as it will never end. So that's
sonething that we will commt to.
W will always take care of also
expandi ng our current and internal
prograns to try to expand our work
and reach out for nore fol ks as
wel | .

COUNCI LWOVAN BASS:
Thank you. Because | think it's
just as inportant what we do and
how we do it. And so, if people
sort of get the feeling that if
this drags on too |ong, that
they're going to be on their own,
iIt's not a good feeling.

It's our job as | eaders

inthe city to make sure people
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understand that we're going to nmake
sure that they eat, we're going to
make sure that they eat and we're
going to figure it out no matter
what that | ooks like. So thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council nmenber.

Counci | mrenber Rue Landau
has one qui ck question. W've
spent two hours with you so we have
to nove along. | know ot her
panelists are sitting. So,
Counci | menber Rue Landau, very
bri ef question.

COUNCI LWOVAN LANDAU.
Very brief question for Rob Dubow.
Do you know how nuch noney
Phi | adel phi a pays as a whol e,
I ncome, househol ds, businesses to
the federal governnent each nonth
In taxes?

MR. DUBOW Do not know

that, but we can try to figure that
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out .

COUNCI LMAN LANDAU: Do
you know t he annual nunber
appr oxi matel y?

MR. DUBON No, don't
know t hat .

COUNCI LMAN LANDAU: W' d
| ove to know t hat because at sonme
poi nt Phi | adel phia can al so
wi t hhol d their tax noney that
they' re paying to the federal
governnment so we can feed our
people. It's a plan. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Ckay. Are you done?

COUNCI LMAN LANDAU:
(Nodded affirmatively).

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
(kay. Thank you very nuch to the
panel. | know we have sone foll ow
ups we will be | ooking fromyou,
but appreciate all your hard work.

MR. RENDON: Thank you.
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MR. DUBOW Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
M. Sham if you would call the
next panel.

THE CLERK: George
Mat ysi k, Executive Director of
Share Food Program Loree Jones
Brown, Chief Executive Oficer of
Phi | abundance; and Mackenzi e Li bby,
Staff Attorney at Conmmunity Legal
Servi ces of Phil adel phi a.

(Wtnesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Still good norning. Three m nutes
left. Please state your nane and
begi n your testinony.

MR. MATYSI K:  Ceorge
Mat ysi k, Executive Director of the
Share Food Program Good norni ng,
Counci | President Johnson,
Chai rwoman Ahmad, nenbers of
Council. M nanme is George Matysik

and |'m Executive Director of the
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Shared Food Program original food
bank headquartered in North
Phi | adel phia that serves nore than
500, 000 people per nonth in the
Phi | adel phia area. | also serve as
the Co-chair of Gty Council's Food
and Nutrition Security Task Force,
along with ny Co-chair Mrk Edwards
of the Food Trust.

| want to start by
t hanki ng the Council President and
this body for creating the Food and
Nutrition Task Force. \Wen the
Counci| President first reached out
in late 2024, we had no idea how
critical this group's convening
woul d be and the need for us to
address both the inportant and the
urgent. | thank all of the task
force nenbers who were able to join
us here today at Share Food
Program

W believe there are two

trut hs behi nd our work, that food
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is a human right and that hunger is
sol vabl e. These shoul d not be
controversi al statenents, but we
have collectively seen the actions
of this current Wiite House
adm ni stration that's nmade an
attenpt to disprove them both

Over the last three
years, the anount of fol ks com ng
to us at Share Food Program has
risen 120% all while the federal
resources have continued to
decline. This year alone the Trunp
Adm nistration cut nore than $8.5
mllion in food and funds from our
organi zati on representing nore than
20% of our resources. And now, in
addition to those cuts the
adm ni stration continues to target
SNAP recipients with only a federal
judge's order conpelling themto
restore partial funding. W
shoul dn't have to nmake a federal

case out of putting food on the
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table of our famlies, but that's
literally what this White House is
doi ng here in Phil adel phi a.

475, 000 i ndi vi dual s have
had food ripped away fromtheir
dining roomtable to be used at a
Washi ngton negotiating table. W
are pulling resources away from our
children to send to adults in
Washi ngton who are acting |ike
chi |l dren.

Counci | President,
nmenbers of Council, | applaud you
for being the adults in the room
for denonstrating the seriousness
of governing, for protecting our
wor ki ng cl ass and for stepping up
to find resources for our famlies.

Two days ago, Loree and
| were thrilled to stand wth Myor
Parker as a historic and tinely
I nvest nrent was made into our food
banks at a time when it's needed

nore than ever. This urgent $4
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mllion investnent into food banks
and food pantries wll be essential
I n increasing the anount of food we
can send to hundreds of thousands
of famlies that are relying on us
right now And while it can't fill
all of the gaps left by the Trunp
Adm ni stration, this is a huge step
forward for our city and one | hope
we can continue to build upon.

In fact, over the |ast
two weeks our pantries are
reporting a 12-fold increase in new
regi strants, a nunmber we have not
seen since at |east the pandem c.
And while there are many echoes of
2020 and 2021, in this nmonment the
difference is during the pandem c
Washi ngt on hel ped us sol ve the
problemin this nonent.

Washi ngt on and
Washi ngton alone is creating this
problem But while Washington is

showi ng us governnent at its worst,
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you, Phil adel phia Gty Council,
Mayor Cherelle Parker, continue to
show us governnment at its best.
Thank you for putting your words
into action today.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you. We appreciate that
acknow edgenent .

W'l take testinony
fromthe next witness and we'll ask
guestions all at once.

M5. JONES BROWN: (Good
afternoon, Gty Council. M nane
Is Loree Jones Brown. | have the
privilege and honor of serving as
Chi ef Executive of Philabundance, a
Feedi ng Anerica Hunger Reli ef
organi zation in the Geater
Phi | adel phi a ar ea.

| want to start by
Counci | President Johnson in whose
district is our headquarters and

Counci | menber Ahmad for calling
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today's hearing to better
understand the urgent SNAP crisis.
Thank you for taking tinme to hear
how t he di sruption of SNAP benefits
Is affecting our nost vul nerabl e
nei ghbors and further straining an
al ready overstretched charitable

f ood network.

We are navigating
unchartered territory, as SNAP has
never before in its 60-plus year
hi story been threatened in this
way. Even during ot her
unprecedented crises |ike the
COVI D-19 pandem c, SNAP benefits
were not only avail abl e but
tenporarily increased to better
nmeet our nei ghbors needs.

Now, the nearly 815, 000
people in our region who rely on
SNAP, including 475,000 right here
in Philly, are left w thout
reliabl e food access, nost of whom

are children, seniors, people with
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disabilities and working famlies
seeking to nake ends neet. W know
t hat when SNAP is cut or out of
reach, people turn to food banks to
fill the gap and we're already
seeing a surge in need, as has been
stated today by George and ot hers.
Qur pantry partners are
seei ng scared faces and | onger
lines. On Saturday, the Gernmant own
Avenue Crisis Mnistry served a
record of 102 househol ds up from
their already higher than average
65 househol ds they' ve been serving
lately. Famlies are showi ng up at
Phi | abundance' s war ehouses in
Council President's District and
Counci | woman Lozada's districts
| ooking for help. And our phones
are ringing off the hook from fol ks
trying to navigate the Charitable
Food Network, often for the first
tinme.

We anticipate this wll
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only increase the | onger our

nei ghbors go without their

benefits, and this is on top of the
| et us not forget 20,000 federal

wor kers in Phil adel phi a who' ve been
wor ki ng wi t hout pay since

m d- Cct ober, many of whom are al so
turning to our food bank and food
banks and pantries as their only
val uabl e resource to put food on
the table.

Phi | abundance and our
partners are commtted to doing
everything we can do to fill the
gap. But here's the reality:
You'll hear us say this over and
over again. SNAP is our nation's
nunber one defense agai nst food.
To put this into perspective, for
every one neal we provide and we
provide mllions of neals each
year, 36 mllion |ast year, for
every nmeal a food bank l|ike ours

provi des, SNAP provi des ni ne.

Page 141

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Health and Human Services

Despi te our best
efforts, food banks cannot possibly
make up for this loss, a |oss of
this magnitude. There's sinply no
substitute for SNAP. Nonet hel ess
Phi | abundance and our incredible
partners are stepping up to neet
this nonment and hel p bridge the
gap.

Phi | abundance a coupl e
weeks ago commtted to providing at
| east 25% nore food to our network
over the com ng nonths. That's an
I ncrease of 600, 000 neal s each
nonth at a cost of nearly a mllion
dol lars. A couple weeks ago we
ordered five truckl oads and got
that in and started posting that
al ready for our partners to take
advantage of. Even with that,
they' re saying they need nore.

W al so coordi nated the
| arger charitable food network with

our direct partners and others two
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Fri days ago aski ng what resources
they had to share and what
resources they needed. And of
course, thanks in large part to the
support of the Gty of Phil adel phia
announced earlier this week, the
Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a
support announced on Friday and
ot her donors were able to increase
that even nore. So we're grateful
that through this energency
fundi ng, coordi nation and
partnership, we'll be able to help
supply our 210 Philly-based
partners, about 40% of whom are
faith-based institutions, with nore
food and provide our neighbors with
nor e hope.

W were relieved to
|l earn earlier this week about the
SNAP benefits. | won't go into
that part of ny testinony. | think
the Gty Solicitor explained that.

The upshot is that even as we're
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heari ng sone positive progress we
really don't know how nmuch support
IS going to cone to neighbors and
frankly when they're going to get
it and then how | ong that support
w il |ast.

So additionally, | want
to be clear. Qur neighbors are
facing a hunger crisis. W were
facing a hunger crisis even before
this |lapse and they will continue
to face a hunger crisis after the
gover nnent shut down ends and when,
and hopefully soon SNAP benefits
are once again received in full and
on tinme.

Food insecurity had
al ready been on the rise, affecting
1 in 6 Philadel phians, including 1
in 3 children, as the Council
Presi dent has noted and has been
hi ghl i ghted through his task force
work. Qur pantry partners had

al ready been reporting a 30% and
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hi gher increase in need over the
prior year, with a particular surge
Interestingly in dual-incone
househol ds seeki ng support |ike
never before.

Across this region and
country, we saw a 44%.increase in
t he nunber of people who are food
I nsecure from2021 to 2023. Half a
mllion people in our region, which
I ncl udes South Jersey, in 2021 went
up to nearly 700,000 in 2023. This
was before this current SNAP
crisis. Meanwhile, our network has
been left with | ess resources to
neet the growi ng need as key
federal prograns, and George
menti oned sone of them that
directly support food banks were
elimnated earlier this year.

As a result, enpty
shel ves have becone commonpl ace.
invite you to visit our warehouses.

In five years |I've not seen them as
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enpty as they are now. Sone
pantries had to reduce how much

t hey could offer each guest. Snmall
Things in Fairhill was offering
guests 30 pounds of food each visit
at their free grocery store.

That's been reduced by half down to
15.

On top of this, our
net wor k has been operating for five
nmont hs now. Let us not forget,
with no state fundi ng because of
t he Commonweal t h of Pennsyl vani a
state budget inpasse, we are
feeling that in the nonprofit
sector.

And of course, and
appreciate that you nentioned this
to CEO and thank you, Ol ando, for
your testinony earlier, that we
al so have experienced the harnf ul
changes included in the | egislation
signed into law on July 4th and

we're trying to navigate that as
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wel | .

And let ne also rem nd
you t hat peopl e needi ng support
navi gati ng SNAP benefits even
before this current crisis,
remenber that in our city and
regi on, our two key resources for
peopl e went away | ast year.

A year and a hal f ago,
we lost two critical nonprofits
t hat were hel pi ng peopl e navi gate
the benefit system They're no
| onger here. (inaudible) in this
nonment at Phil abundance wth
others, with our incredible
partners at PASSE(ph) wll also be
| ooking to ranp up to provide
peopl e with supports around SNAP.

And | also want to
hi ghl i ght now, you'll hear from
Mark later, that also at this
moment SNAP- Ed resources were
taken. The federal governnent

ended those too. So in the face of
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t hese chal | enges, we at
Phi | abundance with our incredible
partners will continue to do
everything we can to ensure our
nei ghbors have access to the food
they need. But we cannot do it
al one and we know that through
conversations like this, that we
have Gty Council, the Mayor's
O fice, the Mayor and the
Adm ni stration standing wth us.
We do believe that
toget her we can work to relieve
hunger now and hunger for good.
Thank you. | will also just note
that ny coll eague, Kelly Fisher is
here, Governnent Rel ati ons Manager.
| will be |eaving nonentarily, but
she'll be able to answer any
guestions, and |I'd be happy to
foll ow up and answer any questi ons
as well. Thank you.
COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Thank you.
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Pl ease proceed with your
testinony and state your nane.

MS. LIBBY: (Good
af ternoon. Mackenzi e Libby, staff
attorney at Community Legal
Services. Thank you, Council
Presi dent Johnson, Chairwonman Ahnmad
and the Commttee on Public Health
and Human Services for organi zi ng
today' s hearing and for standing
w t h Phil adel phians during this
extraordinary crisis.

As many ot hers have
mentioned, as our city unites to
support famlies facing hunger this
nmont h, we cannot | ose sight of the
harsh new rul es that al so threaten
to take food away fromthe over
470, 000 Phi | adel phians who rely on
SNAP every nonth. But before |
tal k about those new barriers to
SNAP, | want to speak briefly about
the barriers that existed | ong

bef ore these changes.
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CLS has represented
famlies who need SNAP benefits for
decades. In the | ast year al one,
CLS represented 345 Phi |l adel phi ans
who were unfairly denied SNAP. Qur
clients are seniors struggling to
get by on fixed incones, working
parents with young children and
di sabl ed peopl e who are surviving
on no incone while they wait to be
approved for disability.

The nost common reason
that CLS clients | ose access to
SNAP benefits is paperwork, renewal
packets that go mssing in the
mai | , delays scanning tinely
subm tted change reports or
pi ctures of pay stubs with a date
accidentally cut off, just to nane
a few exanpl es.

SNAP wor k requirenments
create even nore paperwork and red
tape that will take food away from

Phi | adel phi ans. New rul es, as many
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have nentioned, set a tine |limt
for adults between 18 and 64 who do
not live in a SNAP household wth a
child under 14 and who do not
receive disability benefits. |If
peopl e subject to these work
requi rements cannot prove they are
conpl ying or exenpt, they may only
receive three nonths of SNAP every
three years.

Pennsyl vani a esti nat es
t hat 30, 000 Phil adel phi ans becane
subj ect to these new work
requi renments in Septenber. SNAP
reci pients who are already working
an average of 20 hours per week, as
the rule requires, should be sure
that the county assistance office
knows about their work. But
conpliance is not always sinple.

Honme heal th ai des,
crossing guards and ot her workers
whose hours fluctuate nmust report

every tinme their hours drop bel ow
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20 hours per week. |If they remain
out of conpliance for three nonths,
they will stop receiving SNAP and
will not be eligible for benefits
again until January 2027.

When wor k requirenents
were in effect in other parts of
the state in 2016, nearly
two-thirds of the people subject to
those work requirenents lost their
SNAP after three nonths. The best
way, as has been nentioned, to help
Phi | adel phi ans keep their SNAP is
to help eligible people claim
exenptions fromthese paperwork
requi renents. Many adults neet at
| east one exenption, which wl|
allow themto keep their SNAP unti |
their next annual renewal .

| nportantly, workers who
earn at |east 217.50 per week
before taxes are exenpt as |ong as
the county assistance office knows

about their work. Adults are al so
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exenpt if they have a nedi cal
condi tion that reduces their
ability to work, are pregnant,
caring for a sick famly nenber,
participating in a drug or al cohol
treatnent program receiving
unenpl oynent conpensati on or
experi enci ng honel essness.

A conplete |ist of
exenptions and gui dance on hel pi ng
SNAP reci pients clai mexenptions as
well as the necessary forns can be
found on our website at
cl s. phil a. or g/ snapchanges.

In addition to work
requi renents, Pennsyl vani a DHS
began i npl enmenti ng SNAP i mm gr ant
eligibility restrictions required
by HR 1 on Novenber 1. These new
rules end SNAP eligibility for
humani tarian i nm grants who do not
have green cards. These
restrictions apply to anyone

applying for benefits after
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Novenber 1 and current recipients
at their next annual renewal. The
best way to keep imnmgrant famlies
connected to SNAP is to ensure that
any househol d nmenber who has a
green card has shared a copy of
that green card wth the county
assi stance offi ce.

The del ay of Novenber
benefits and the inpact that has
al ready been felt throughout our
communi ties highlight the
fundanmental inportance of SNAP for
our nei ghbors, our econony and the
health of our city. | thank Gty
Council for your commtnent to
ensuring conti nued access to this
vital program We look forward to
working with all of you to help
prevent hunger and CLS w |l of
course be there to assist anyone
who | oses their SNAP as a result of
t hese changes. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN - AHNVAD:

Page 154

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Health and Human Services

Thank you very nuch. Start with
you, question about the inmgration
who's eligible, people with green
cards, people in asylum hearings or
things of that nature who don't
have ability to work neans they
can't pay for stuff. They're not

el igible?

MS. LIBBY: So soneone
who is let's say an asylee or a
refugee who has not becone a
per manent resident, has not gotten
their green card, may be able to
wor k, may have work authori zati on,
but those people are not going to
be eligible for SNAP at their next
renewal .

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  So
you just want to nake sure -- we
shoul d probably talk offline to
have clarity as to what these
categories are and who is eligible
and who's not and align that with

the work requirenents. Because if
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you're not able to work, you're not
able to have noney so we're going
to have hungry people sitting on
the street basically is what you're
sayi ng.

M5. LIBBY: Absolutely.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD:  The
second thing | wanted to just state
and ask you for your feedback, what
|"m hearing is outside of this
energency we still have created
such an onerous system we're going
to exclude a | ot of people, right,
with all these ways of reporting
and the surveillance of people is
going to be so much hei ght ened.

It seens to ne that we
need to have these alternate
pat hways to buttress what SNAP is
going to do beyond this crisis,
right, going forward until we have
a change of adm nistration or we
are able to change the | aws or have

nore accountability through the
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court system

So in that gap, what we
have di scussed about our corporate
partners, our philanthropic
partners, the state who has a big
surplus sitting there, all of these
fol ks need to be nobilized as
addi ti onal even when SNAP is
restored, right. So | want all of
you to stay alert about that and
advocate. Because w thout that
advocacy, we can say sone things,
but the pressure when constituents
of everybody who's elected in state
happens, that's a nuch bi gger
pressure. So please nake note of
t hat .

Lastly, | wanted to just
under stand the noney that was
all ocated to both Share and
Phi | abundance, do you have a sense
of the percentage that will go to
overhead and what will go to actual

service providing the actual
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resources?

M5. JONES BROMN: 0%
0% w |l go to overhead.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD:  Say
t hat agai n.

M5. JONES BROMN:  100%
of it wll go to food. 0%wIlIl go
t o overhead.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: Al |
right.

MR MATYSI K. Sane.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD:  So
you're just absorbing -- you're
j ust keepi ng your adm n going the
way it was and absorbi ng extra work
to do all this?

MR. MATYSI K. Yeah.
nmean, obviously the costs for both
organi zations are continuing to
clinmb. But right now we need food
out to our communities and that's
what we're all prioritizing. So
for us, we're buying premade boxes,

at least a portion of it wll be
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for premade boxes of food. That's
one of the big requests we're
getting for right now as those
lines continue to grow. So
that's -- yeah, every dollar that
we're raising is either going for
food and then to sonme of our
partner organi zations as well.
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD: Al
right. Thank you.

Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yeah. | will yield to ny
nmenbers, but just a couple things.
Well, one, thank you, George, for
your work in this area and being
Co-chair of the task force and
conveni ng the work that you al ready
have been doing. Even prior to you
being a part of the task force,
we' ve done stuff in Gays Ferry and
being on the ground in South

Phi | adel phi a.
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And obvi ously, Loree,
t hank you as well for your hard
wor k and your dedication also in
this space, right, the kind of work
that you' ve been doing and ki nd of
navi gating and showi ng ne the
process early on in terns of how
does the process work in the space
of food.

| call it insecurity.
And then | was told fromthe task
force it's not insecurity. W
shoul d be saying food security,
right. Just give us an idea of how
far can you stretch $1 million.
Because even before the city got
i nvol ved, y'all were always
advocating and trying to find
partnershi ps. Because again, this
Is only one nonment in tine. W' ve
been dealing with food insecurity
prior to this, which nade your
lives much nore interesting in

terns of advocating and trying to
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find ways to nmake sure we're
f eedi ng those who are nost
vul ner abl e.

So in the grand schene
of things, how far does the mllion
really stretch in terns of the work
that you were doi ng?

M5. JONES BROMN:  So
| ' ve been asked a | ot about how
we're feeling and | try not to,
being a person of faith, tal k about
being worried. This (inaudible)
worried, | probably should say
concer ned.

The reality is before
this challenge there is no way we
can ensure that everybody had a
nmeal. There's no way we coul d.

And then you' ve heard us say over
and over again for every neal this
Is what SNAP coul d provide. So |
personally feel really inadequate
at this nonent because | know we

can't make up that gap.
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But to tell you the
nunbers, what we had commtted to
do already was to go from
distributing 2.4 mllion pounds --
sorry, 2.4 mllion neals in the
nont h of Novenber and increase that
to 3 mllion nmeals. That is for
bot h Sout heastern Pennsyl vani a and
Sout heastern New Jersey. So that
25% i ncrease, that's what cones up.
600, 000 additional neals each
month. It costs us for every
dol lar we get, we can buy two
nmeal s.

And so, essentially one
way of |ooking at the mllion
dollars is it's 2 mllion neals.
And the way the contract works with
the city, that is specifically for
Phi | adel phia, so we're doing others
outside of that. So that'll be 2
mllion nore neals and be able to
provide within the Gty of
Phi | adel phia over this tinme, which
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sounds like a lot. But | wll

adm t, because we're all friends
here, that we're tal king about --
if it was 2 mllion neals, that's
four nmeals for each of the 500, 000
peopl e that are on SNAP, right. So
you take the scope of it.

So | amgrateful to be a
part of a network that has rallied
the way that it has. Gateful to
have support that we've seen at the
city, the state |evel, individual
donors, individuals, you know,
showi ng up. But | have to admt,
Council President, | still feel
concerned and i nadequate even
t hough 1I''m proud of what we'll be
able to do and what our teamis
al ready doi ng.

MR MATYSIK: | nean,
Budget Director Dubow said it
himsel f, right, this is not nearly
what is needed to make up for the

i npact that the SNAP program has
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nor can food banks ever make up for
what the SNAP programis. That is
the primary defense. And frankly,
| should say the fact that a Share
Food Programexists at all is a
policy failure.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yes.

MR MATYSI K W
shoul dn't have to be doing this
work in the richest country in the
history of the world. W have the
resources in this country. W have
the resources in Washington to be
able to address food insecurity.

We say on every t-shirt
t hat Shared Food Program has, we
say food is a human right and
hunger is solvable. It is what
makes the work that we do so
infuriating at tinmes that you guys
deal wth very conpl ex issues,
right, things like crinme, things

i ke addiction. These are really
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conpl ex problens that don't have a
singl e solution.

For the work that we do,
it's actually really easy. W just
need to get the food to the people
who need it. And | do want to
applaud ny city for taking a step
forward. 1Is it everything that we
need? Absolutely not. Everybody
inthis rooml think agrees to
that. But it is at a tinme when we
are seeing great uncertainty in
Washi ngton, | feel certain what the
folks in this building are doing to
hel p support our communiti es.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Covering for Chai rwoman Ahmad, |
recogni ze Counci | nrenber O Rour ke
and t hen Counci |l menber Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Thank you, Madam Vi ce- Chair.

Thank you all again for
bei ng here today. Thank you for

your testinony and for the work

Page 165

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Health and Human Services

that you do every day. |'ve had
the privilege of, like every other
menber |'msure, to tour
Phi | abundance and ot her places as
wel |, working with you as wel |
recently. Thank you for what you
do to support Phil adel phi ans who
are in need.

You tal ked about the
i ncreased barriers that many fol ks
face, even to access SNAP as well
as how food banks are being
squeezed fromall sides and from
the inside, including due to the
state's budget inpasse, which |
was -- just to nmake this point, |
feel very strongly by the day
whet her it has to do wth food,
whet her it has to do w th housing,
whether it has to do with transit,
muni ci palities are increasingly
going to have to learn to stand on
our own two feet.

We cannot rely on the
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federal governnent or the state
anynore. That should be a
realization that's processed and

di gested and then therefore
fundanental | y change our approach
so that we don't cone before panels
and ask about what the contingency
plan is and say, they have to do
their job. They're not.

And so, sonething like
an answer would have to suffice. |
appreci ate M. Rendon, he just
st epped out, for actually staying
behind a little bit | onger to hear
what you all would say and what
maybe the public comentators may
say or whatever about what we m ght
need to do. So ny question is if
it were up to you, what would the
city do to fill these gaps? And
recogni ze nothing that we do even
prior to, but --

M5. JONES BROWN. Wl |,

| have a little bit of a background
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in city governnent and | have to
say --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: Not a little bit --

M5. JONES BROMN: A
little bit of a background in city
gover nnent and have the honor al so
of working with CEO as a vol unt eer
board nenber with themright now
| was inpressed Monday eveni ng when
| heard fromall of the departnents
in the governnent as well as
utilities standing up and sayi ng
here's how we' re hel ping people in
this nonent.

They responded to SNAP
reci pients, they responded to
federal workers and they even
t al ked about prograns that other
residents could have access to.
|"ve not in a while seen that |evel
of coordination and thoughtful ness.
And again, |'ve been doing this

work for a while in a variety of
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ways.

So | have to say | was
I npressed and did not expect to be.
| thought, okay, you're going to
announce what you're doing, great.
| was inpressed by the way they
said -- | nmean, what they said, you
heard from DHS across the board,
the utility side, rental
forgi veness, revenue support and
forgi veness, a coordi nated way.
They al so t hought about the
commerce side of it.

There's a grocery store
near nme that received 80% -- 80% of
its receipts are SNAP. So they're
t hi nki ng, okay, how do we keep them
going in this nonment because we
know we al ready have food apartheid
across the city, how do we nake
sure that doesn't get worse.

So in the nonent, |
woul d say first it's inpressive

that the city is thinking about
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this in such a conprehensive,
holistic way. And | think that in
this nonment of crisis how do we
take that and build on it because
we know this is going to | ast.

And then the other piece
of that is worth thinking about
what happened was signed into | aw
on July 4. This next piece we're
going to be facing is Mudicaid,
right. And so, | think there's a
real opportunity. The only thing I
woul d add to that is what work
we're doing | think we can continue
to ensure that there is
coordi nati on anong all of these
net wor ks, right.

And so, at Phil abundance
we have 210 that we work directly
with. W know there are hundreds
of others of organizations and |
think we can continue to nmake sure
that there is nore conversation and

coordi nati on. | think one of the
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things we need to be doing in this
monent is ensure that we are
maxi m zing the inpact, getting as
much food to people as we can and
reduci ng redundancy. So | think
there's alittle bit of opportunity
for us to do nore than that.

But | have to say | was
very inpressed with what Myor
Cherell e Parker and the team put
together and really again, | have
to say to what was al ready
happeni ng with Council President
Kenyatta Johnson's task force.

MR. MATYSIK: So the
answer to what we need |long term ny
hope is wll be addressed by the
task force, the Food and Nutrition
Task Force, over the course of the
next few nonths with the hope by
early next year we would be able to
release a list of what we as a
| arger food access conmunity are

going to be | ooking at.
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Because the reality is
we are as a city, it's |like we have
475, 000 people right now in an
urgent situation. It's like we're
I n the anmbul ance right now on the
way to the hospital. But what does
the long-termcare | ook |ike for
t hose 475,000 people who rely on
t he SNAP program every day.

And so, yes, Loree and |
could tell you what we coul d do
today to help relieve poverty and
food insecurity, nore inportantly
for today, but that doesn't address
the long-term system c chal | enges
that we need to, and that's
sonething that | hope along with
our Food Task Force nenbers we can
address over the course of the next
f ew nont hs.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: |
woul d just say that | actually
think that that's great, what you

have said and what Ms. Loree just
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said as well is good. | want to
acknow edge what Conm ssioner Ali
stated as well. So thank you for
bei ng here to hear those sorts of
t hi ngs.

But asking the question
how do we build on the cost of --
t he heretofore maybe not seen or
rarely seen cross-coll aboration
t hat has happened since Monday to
figure out howto do this,
sustaining that for the long term
that's even an answer. And |
appreci ate you saying that, that we
recogni ze that there are ways for
us to nmeet the nonent to ask
guesti ons about deep insecurity and
struggling in a nonent and figuring
out what we can as city governnment
do about that.

| think doing that
over -- sustaining that beyond this
monment | think is inportant in

light of the fact that it becones
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evident by the day that the state
and the federal governnent is
I ncapabl e of neeting the nonent.
W got to stand our own two feet.
So thank you for answering that.

One ot her question and
then I'I'l hang up. Wile food
banks are incredibly inportant,
we' ve heard from constituents that
sonetines they can be difficult to
access given they're open certain
hours, delivery options are often
saturated, there are | anguage
I ssues, can you speak to the
potential pros and cons of nore
direct forns of assistance |ike
SNAP beyond the nere scale of the
program for exanple, in terns of
access, people's agency and choice
in food, ease of use? So the
cultural relevancy?

MR MATYSIK:  Sorry,
what was that?

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
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Cul tural relevancy.

MR MATYSIK: Ckay. So
again, SNAP is the nost inportant
programthat we have to relieve
food insecurity in our region,
right, and in our country. W
woul d | ove nothing nore than to
have the resources and the ability
to be able to provide access to
food 24/7.

And | would say as a
network here in Phil adel phia we
find all types of innovative ways
to be able to do that. And yet
again, in the richest country of
the history of the world, we don't
have all the resources that are
required to be able to do that.

But make no m stake our
collective goal is if sonebody of
means can go online and order food
and expect it to be on their
doorstep in two hours, the

expectation shoul d be that sonebody
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t hat doesn't have the neans should
be able to do the sane thing.

Qur goal wthin our food
I nsecurity network needs to have
the sane | evel of service, dignity,
quality between the haves and the
have-nots. And | think that's the
|l ong-termwork that we need to
address within our food security
task force to be able to nake sure
that not only are the ones who are
doing relief for today able to
rai se our |evel of service, but
al so that we are creating the
network |l ong termto address these
system c issues that led us here in
the first place.

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Can | put a pinin that?
|"mglad you said that. And | do
have a working group that deals
specifically with job training,

growt h and devel opnent, right,
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because al so we want to put nore
people to work. W want to build
generational wealth and hopefully,
an individual won't have to go and
apply for SNAP, right. W actually
want to put you out of business.
That's the | ong-term goal .

But 1'mglad you talked
about the system c issues that
arise as to how we got to this
particular point in tinme right now
But the key nonent is rising to the
| evel and addressing the issue.
do know, and | know Rob Dubow | eft
al ready and the Adm nistration |eft
al ready, but | know they're always
wat chi ng. And so, we do have a
reserve, federal reserve, that we
put to the side early on, what the
Adm ni stration put aside early on.

At one point it was 93
mllion, an additional 5 mllion.
So I'mgoing to round it off

because | learned that in public
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school, so about 100 mllion in
federal reserves because the
gquestion was asked, in the event
that things don't go right com ng
out of Washington D.C., that we
will put sone funding to the side
for rainy days, so to speak.

Well, it's raining. And
so, obviously as we nove forward,
we'll have a | onger discussion with
the Adm nistration on how we
continue to have a robust approach
i n addressing this very critical
I Ssue.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President. It's
a nonsoon.

| wanted to yield the
fl oor to Council nenber --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  For the record, we're
endi ng FY25 fund bal ance 1.2

billion, the highest it's ever have
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been. And so, we will be paying
attention in terns of how we
advocate, as ny good brot her
O Rour ke says, for the |east of
these as we go through our
budget ary process.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Yes. Well, thank you for that and
for saying that. W need you to be
obsol ete. W want people to have
agency and a job that pays a |iving
wage. $7.25 is our nninmm wage,
unbel i evabl e. I nhumane is the
word. So, so nmuch nore to talk
about the | ong-term solutions we
need to | ook for.

But | yield the floor to
Counci | menber | sai ah Thonas.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS: Good
norning -- good afternoon, I'm
sorry, Madam Chair. Thank you for
your | eadership on this. O
course, Council President, thank

you for your |eadership as well,
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nmenbers of the commttee, thank you
for your amazi ng questions.

| have no questions. |
just want to say thank you for the
great work that you do. |[|'ve been
listening to everything so far this
hearing and the information that
you provided is anmazing. But the
work that you do is greatly
appr eci at ed.

| know ny office
partners with the organi zations
that are here right nowto do this
wor k and we have been doing it for
sone tinme. But |ike Council
President said, the goal is to put
you guys out of business. And
simlar to what Council nenber
O Rourke said, we can't just rely
on other levels of representation
as a city, as a nunicipality.

W have to think about a
| ot of different conplex issues in

ways that we didn't have to think
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in the past. So it's unfortunate
that we're in this position, but |
do thank God that the people who
have the seats that they have
currently right now have the hearts
and the humanity and they're
humani tari ans and they care a | ot
about the people in the city,
especially our children. And I'm
excited for the next panel to be
able to listen to what the school
di strict and other fol ks who focus
on young peopl e have to do.

So, Madam Chair, | just
wanted to take 65 seconds to say
t hank you for the great work that
you're doing. [It's very nuch
appr eci at ed.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Appreci ate that, Council nmenber.

W're going to go to
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

Page 181

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Health and Human Services

Looking at this fromall
angles, we are going to see an
I ncrease as we've been tal king
about people getting in |lines and
comng to get food. |Is there a --
| " ve been at sone of the
Phi | abundance di stributions, right.
|"ve given out food in ny district
office as well.

|s there a plan or a way
to be able to help those who are
comng to get inline to be able to
pick up this food? |'msure you
all heard us |ast week we voted on
a bill that would require people to
pay for paper bags or for plastic
bags. That's an additional burden
on people. W' re asking people to
figure out how they're going to
coll ect large anmounts of food from
di fferent spaces.

Do you see this as being
an additional burden or a chall enge

for our food banks, for our
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pantries, for our residents? |Is
Phi | abundance and your partner food
banks prepared to be able to
provide residents with these

addi tional bags that are going to
be required when they're conmng to
pi ck up food?

MR. MATYSIK:  For Share,
| can tell you one of the things
that we're | ooking at is additional
boxes of food. So if you renenber
during the pandem c, we were doi ng
a lot of boxes versus having the
lines. It's really for a couple of
reasons, but one of themis just to
for Iine managenent. The |ines
that we are seeing are increasing
at really unprecedented rates.

And so, there is a need
because of that to try to get
peopl e through quickly. And so,
we'll likely be doing nore packaged
boxes over the course of the next

week or two. Long term obviously
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our goal is to provide the nost
choi ce as possible within our
network, whether it is at our
pantries.

And | think that's also
one of the biggest evol utions that
we have seen over the course of the
| ast 10 years or so within the food
banks, is that there's a greater
priority on providing nore choice
and working with nore of the
partner organi zati ons who have the
addi tional capacity, not just to be
able to be able to nanage the I|ines
and have nore ability for choice,
but also really working on what |
think is a goal of everybody here,
how do we end up shortening that
line in the long run. And, that
I's, how do we use food as the
gateway to the other prograns and
services to help pull people out of
poverty. And so, those are all the

resources that we're trying to pull
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t oget her.

And when we | ook at our
pantry network, we're evaluating a
nunber of different things for us
at Share Food program It is not
just where you're geographically
| ocated at or how nmuch food can you
store there, but what are the other
services that your organization is
hel ping to provide that is going to
hel p sonebody get the additional
assi stance that they need to pull
t hensel ves out of poverty.

M5. FI SHER  Yeah. And
| agree with everything that George
said. Philabundance is trying to
do very simlar things. These past
few years we've been very nuch
trying to support our pantry
partners in increasingly adopting
choi ce nodel s and additionally
adopting a nore than food approach
where they can get holistic

wr aparound services while they're
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attending or while they are
visiting a food pantry.

Yet in this nonent,
there is a lot that we're
bal ancing. So yes, to the degree
that we can, we're focusing on the
food that we can get in the
qui ckest and get out to our
nei ghbors the fastest as well. And
yes, a lot of that will cone with
prepackaged boxes and bags and
focusing on really serving as many
people as we can in this nonent.
So it is a balancing act and it's
not ideal. And | agree. There is
really no worl d where food banks
shoul d be existing in the first
place in this country, but here we
are.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  So
for sone of the seniors -- for
I nstance, when | distributed food
at Esperanza for sone of our

seniors, many of thempreferred to

Page 186

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Health and Human Services

take the food out of boxes because
it was just easier for themto
carry. And so, are we working with
our partners to ensure that the
no-box option is available? And if
so, are we working with themto
prepare for additional bags that
they're going to be able to use if
they don't bring enough?

MR MATYSI K. Yes.

Well, one of the other things that
we' ve done over the course of the
| ast few years, particularly for
seniors, is incorporated a hone
delivery option for seniors that
get the food delivered directly to
their doorstep so they don't even
have to worry about taking it back
fromthe pantry.

So at Share, we now
serve north of about 5000 seniors
per nonth that get a hone delivery.
W have a partnership with

Door Dash. As of now, our
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partnership with DoorDash is the

| ar gest singl e Door Dash

di stribution of any type within the
country. So it's sonething that we
want to continue to prioritize.

It al so gets back to
what | nentioned earlier about
equity in food distribution, right.
| f sonebody of neans can order in
two hours, sonebody who doesn't
have the neans shoul d be able to do
the sane thing. W want to deliver
that |evel of service. But
absolutely, we want to make it as
easy on everybody, as dignified as
possi bl e for everybody to get the
food assi stance that they need.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you. Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you. |If there are no other
questions for this panel, we thank
you. And ask the Cerk to invite

t he next panel.
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MR MATYSI K:  Thank you.

MS. LIBBY: Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

THE CLERK: Teresa
Fl em ng, Chief of QOperations,
School District of Phil adel phia;
Li sa Norton, Executive D rector of
Food Services, School District of
Phi | adel phi a; Elizabeth Keegan,
food services, coordinator Dietetic
Servi ces, School District of
Phi | adel phi a; and Lauren Nocito,
Director of Nutrition and
Educati on, School D strict of
Phi | adel phi a.

(Wtnesses approached
W t ness table.)

M5. FLEM NG  Good
nmor ni ng, Council President,
Counci | menber Ahmad and nenbers of
Cty Council. M nane is Theresa
Flemng. | serve as the Chief
Operating Oficer for the School

District of Philadelphia. | want
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to thank you for the opportunity to
speak with you today about the
district's efforts to ensure
students continue to access
nutritious nmeals at the School

Di strict of Phil adel phi a.

We are steadfastly
commtted to the well-being of our
students, staff and famlies. W
understand that the ongoing
gover nnent shut down and the
resulting SNAP benefit reduction
raises a | ot of anxiety and poses a
significant challenge for many
Phi | adel phia famlies. W take
that very seriously.

We're going to hear from
Li sa Norton, who is our Executive
Director of Food Services, that's
going to provide nore details on
ways that the district is
supporting famlies.

M5. NORTON: CGood

nmorni ng and thank you. There are a
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nunber of ways that the district is
supporting famlies. Most

I medi ately, we want to assure you
that the district school neal
program remai ns operational and
will continue to serve every
student. Qur mssion is to ensure
that no child goes hungry during
the school day and we're conm tted
to providing nutritionist neals
that fuel |earning and academ c
success.

And here is what you
need to know, an overview of our
district program The Ofice of
Food Services offers full service
and preplate neals across 253
public and three charter schools.
Qur average daily neal
participation is 102,300 neal s over
breakfast, lunch and after school.
100% of district-enrolled students
are eligible to receive neals at no

cost, breakfast, lunch and after
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school at no cost under the
federal -- excuse ne, comunity
eligibility provision.

SNAP reductions do not
have a direct inpact on school
meal s. The district however
antici pates hi gher participation
rates across all neal prograns, as
students of famlies facing food
i nsecurities may | ook to school
nmeal prograns as a source of daily
nutrition. To neet the needs of
the increased participation, we've
devel oped a proactive strategy
focused on cl oser collaboration
Wi th school |eadership. This wll
hel p us quickly identify students
who may be at risk of going w thout
food. Qur goal is to ensure no
student goes without a nutritious
meal during the school day.

In preparation for the
I ncreased demand, the district is

engagi ng, proactively conmuni cati ng
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with school |eaders, community
school coordi nators and our current
vendors to anticipate the increased
volunme. This also invol ves
review ng our current inventory,
staffing |l evels and delivery
schedul es to ensure we can scale up
nmeal production w thout

conprom sing quality or service.

Qur overarching goal is to ensure
no student goes w thout a
nutritious nmeal during the school
day.

Students may struggle to
learn if they are hungry, and it's
our collective responsibility to
renove that barrier. Now you wl|
hear from Li z Keegan, a registered
dietitian and a food services
di etetic coordi nator

M5. KEEGAN: Thank you,
Lisa. And good afternoon all. W
recogni ze at the school district

t hat these reductions, the SNAP
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reductions, nmay create gaps in
access to resources. To help us
address this, we ask for your
support in communicating the neal
prograns avail able to your

consti tuents.

Nutritious neals are
offered at all schools during the
school day and after hours through
our afterschool neal progranms. In
addi ti on, our extended day and
ext ended school year |ocations
provi de an added opportunity for
students to receive a well-bal anced
neal beyond regul ar school hours.
We are in Phil adel phia one of the
| argest urban districts in the
country. Despite having such a
| arge student popul ati on,
participation in school neal
prograns remains well bel ow what
our capacity is. Meaning,

t housands of students who are

eligible for those neals are not
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t aki ng advant age of what they have
avai |l able to themor may not even
know what they have available to
t hem

By i ncreasing awar eness
and reinforcing that these neals
are available to all students at no
cost, we can work together to cl ose
this gap. Now we will hear from
Lauren Nocito, our Director of
Nutrition Education.

M5. NOCI TG H . Good
afternoon. I'mgoing to talk a
little bit about nutrition
educati on and our SNAP-Ed
partnerships within the School
District of Philadel phia. So SNAP-
Educati on, or SNAP-Ed has been
elimnated at the federal |evel.
Therefore, the district team
menbers and six external partner
organi zati ons may be sunsetting at
the end of the 2025-26 school year.

| npl ement ati on of SNAP-
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Ed in the School District of

Phi | adel phia is known as Eat R ght
Philly to our students and our
schools. It is one of the nost

r obust school - based prograns that
supports student engagenent and has
been consistently supporting
student well ness for over 20 years.

Last school year, Eat
Right Philly across the district
reached 213 schools wth various
initiatives and over 36, 000
students participated in hands-on
nutrition |l essons with Eat Ri ght
Philly team nenbers.

Eat Right Philly offers
engagi ng | essons and activities,
whi ch often include getting a
chance to chop vegetables for a fun
famly meal they can share at hone
or getting their hands dirty in a
smal | garden to understand where
food conmes from These activities

al nost al ways include a food sanpl e
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to provide exposure to new foods
that m ght not be tried at hone.

The goal of SNAP-
Education is to encourage famlies
to choose the nost nutritious itens
when they shop at |ocal stores or
t ake advantage of the many produce
stands around the city.
Additionally, Eat Right Philly has
been the inpetus for the G oceries
for Good programthat provides 18
to 20 schools with nonthly free
produce distributions after school
hours for famlies. Bringing fresh
produce to schools conveniently for
famlies has hel ped school staff
address food insecurity for their
famlies.

Over the last four
years, this program has distributed
over 400, 000 pounds of fresh
produce to famlies. In closing,
we hope this information and

resources are helpful during this
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challenging tinme. The health and
wel | - bei ng of students and their
famlies is our top priority and we
are doi ng what we can to provide
every student access to healthy
neal s that they need to support
their success in schools. Thank
you and we wel conme your questi ons.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you so much. It is good to
know t hat the school district has
such a robust plan. But concerned
that children are not availing
this, so | just wanted to
under st and how t hat works?
Children cone to school and they
have availability for lunch and
breakfast and they're just not
comng to this? What does it nean
when you said that there's a | ow
participation?

M5. NORTON: The neal s
are accessible for the students and

they're just not participating in
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the neal program So during |unch
period, all of the students that
are rostered in that particul ar
period may not be comng up to the
service line to get |unch.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD: Do
we know what they're doing instead?

M5. NORTON: In terns of
meal s, no.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD:  So
it should not be no. | nean,
they're in your purview, they're in
your cafeteria. So we should know
If they're not taking neals are
they bringing lunch, are they
buying lunch. |t would be good to
have that data to know why we have
the capacity to have nutritious
nmeal s or maybe the neals don't
taste good and they don't want the
meals. So | don't know what the
data says, but we need to follow up
on that if we are saying people are

not using the services.
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M5. FLEM NG | would
just like to add that's a part of
our plan, where we plan to
col l aborate nore with the school
| eaders and our community
st akehol ders to understand what
t hose gaps are and how we can
encourage nore students to take
advantage of the neals that's
accessible to them

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  So
not to belabor this point, this is
not sonething newis what |'m
under st andi ng?

M5. FLEM NG  Correct.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD: And
we're just having a plan to do this
worries me, why we have not had a
plan. Fromthe day we had ability
to give resources to our children,
we shoul d be collecting data, how
many people are using it, who's not
using it, which school is not using

it. This should be at our
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fingertips, right, to know where we
need to -- and then are we actually
informng our famlies, are we
putting a letter in their backpack
to say, do you know that we have
these things avail able, please tell
your child, use it. Do we have all
of this in place because --

M5. NORTON:. Absol utely,
Counci | menber.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: W
do and they still are not using it?

M5. NORTON: Correct.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  So
have we found out why? Have we
surveyed our children? And the
answer iS?

M5. KEEGAN. There's
nmore than one answer to that
guestion. And unfortunately, the
nmetrics for it are very hard to
guage j ust because there's such a
wi de range of reasons why students

don't want to participate. It
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coul d be because of stigma. It
coul d be because of various
reasons, timng-wise. So we
continue to | ook down this pathway
to see how we can reach these

st udent s.

Going out to the main
| ocati ons where we do see | ower
participation, we do survey those
students. And sone of these very
guestions are questions we pose to
the students, and nost of the tine
they say they're not hungry. W
know that's not the case.

We are continuing to try
to find ways to nake sure that what
we're giving to our students is
what they want to eat. |In the next
coupl e of weeks, we'll be having a
student food show where we have
over 900 students com ng down to
our central office and sanpling
different food itens to nmake sure

what we're preparing and what we're
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serving on the nmenu is sonething
that the kids want to eat. Because
we understand that if we have these
meal s available, if the kids are
not eating them they do nothing
for their nutrition.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD:  So
| wanted to understand the budget
that is allocated to provide these
meal s that are not being used, what
are we doing with those neals, how
much noney are we spending? And if
it's not yielding results, we can
do the sanme thing and expect
different results. | just wanted
to hear what is the budgeted anount
for that?

M5. NORTON: The
budget ed anount for the --

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
School neal s.

M5. NORTON: -- Ofice
of Food Services, we have $100

mllion budget.
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COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD:  And
iIf we were to | ook at the nunber,
how nmuch of that 100 mllion is
actually nmeal s and how nuch of
those neals are going to waste?

M5. NORTON: And so,
when we tal k about waste, it's hard
for us to quantify. | know that we
tal ked about food going in the
trash. And so, the way that our
program wor ks when a student cones
up to the line to get their neals,
there are certain anount of
conponents that they have to take
for it to be considered a
rei mbursable neal. And there are
itens that if a student doesn't
want, they put it on a share table.
So, therefore, another student that
may want anot her apple or fruit cup
or mlk has a share table to go to
and they can have additional food.
That's how we work on the waste.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHMVAD:  So
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there's no throw away of food from
what | heard earlier. No food is
t hrown away?

M5. NORTON: W in Food
Services, we don't throw away food.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Where does all the food that went
to the shared table, didn't get
used, what happens to that?

M5. NORTON: Well, there
are sone organi zations in sone
school s that cone and col |l ect the
food. W do have sone food
pantries in schools. For Central
Hi gh they have a food pantry. They
come and get the food and put it in
a refrigerator, so students
t hroughout the day can cone and
access that food.

Once the food crosses
the line, once | reclaimthe food,
Food Services cannot handle it
again, if that nmakes sense, because

the --
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COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:

Yeah, | hear you. |It's just a
wast e of noney and food, right. So
we need to find a way around this
where we have every school should
have an ability to save this. Are
famlies allowed to cone to those
pantries and hel p t hensel ves?

M5. NORTON: If the
school has a food pantry.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  So
shoul d we not have a food pantry in
every school? |If Central has one,
and Central probably needs it |ess
t han many ot her schools, we shoul d
have it in every school. And so,
that should be a policy, that we
have | eftover food on the day --
ri ght now we should institute it
I mredi atel y because we could
al l eviate hunger right today if
there was a food pantry.

It doesn't take a lot to

set up a food pantry. | know
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there's a whol e bureaucracy. W
cannot all ow bureaucracy to nake us
go hungry, just putting it out
there. So you guys have to pivot,
do what ever you have to do to nmake
sure all the food that is not being
used is put out for famlies to
come and take it. Just take it,
right. So there's no accounting
here. It's already accounted for
because you put it out there.

So | behoove our -- |
hope Dr. Watlington is |listening.
| don't know who needs to neke the
change, but we are on the Education
Comm ttee for Council and we are
going to be asking why this is not
I medi ately instituted when we're
havi ng a hunger crisis in our city.
We cannot have one iota of food go
to waste.

So et ne be absolutely
clear we'll be following up on this

ASAP to see how quickly we nust
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pi vot to neet the need.

Thank you,

Counci | menber -- |'mjust incensed,
Counci | mrenber Quetcy Lozada -- oh,
okay. Sorry. Can we just do our
Chair of the Education Commttee.
Sorry.

COUNCI LMAN THOVAS:  |I'm
going to be real brief. Good
afternoon. First and forenost, |
just want to say thank you to
Teresa Fl em ng, our Chief
Qperations Oficer, as well as
Chris Johnson, Public Relations
person for the work you guys do
Wi th us when it cones to these
I ssues. Because when we're talking
about hunger and dealing with
governnent, | nean it's going to be
you guys that the Chairwoman is
tal king about that we're going to
have to follow up with, so we
appreciate the fact that you al ways

get back to us. But this is a
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serious issue.

One of the things that
|'ve been really concerned with
since | becane the Chair of the
Education Commttee is the
Procurenent O fice, and the School
District of Philadel phia has done a
really good job of increasing the
percentage of contracts that go to
Phi | adel phi a- based busi nesses.

When | becane the
Chai rman, that nunber was bel ow 5%
Now, that nunber is well above 20%
so we're thriving in the right
di rection. But one of the
contracts that |'ve always been
critical of is the RFP contract for
food. |'ve been very critical of
It because that contract puts us in
a position where a |lot of the
things that Dr. Ahnmad is asking for
right now, it's okay for us to say
yes and we're going to foll ow up,

but | know firsthand based on our
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quarterly fiscal neetings there's
not nmuch w ggle roomthat you have
right now as it relates to the
current contract. And then |
believe it's a New York conpany
that provides food services for us
in the city of Phil adel phi a.

So I'mtelling you, if
you don't know, that contract is
going to be com ng up soon. And
just wanted to add to what
Dr. Ahmad said, we're going to
nmoni t or what happens with that
contract, not because we want to
I npact what conpany you choose. W
want to inpact what region it goes
to, i.e., Philadel phia, and we al so
want to make sure that it gives
autonony to building | eaders to
have a little flexibility to do
sonme of the things that Dr. Ahnad
IS saying right now. Because |
know firsthand based on that

contract and based on the
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requi renents, you can't do those
t hi ngs.

Now, as it relates to
t he young people eating the food,
|"'msitting here tal king to Council
President and |I'm sure he's going
to add his couple cents to his
lived experience. But I'ma
product of the School District of
Phi | adel phi a, El wood, Conwel |,
Frankford. | also still coach high
school basketball, as a | ot of you
know. [|'mvery much involved with
young people and I'min the schools
on a consi stent basis.

And | can tell you that
stigma is definitely a part of the
reason why young people don't eat
free food. That's for sure. But
It's nasty. That's a part of the
reason as well too. So I know that
the great folks of UNI TE HERE who
serve the food, they' re not going

to be offended by this because they
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don't have nuch say-so and nuch
W ggle roomas well either.

So no particul ar
guestion. | just wanted to add to
the concern fromDr. Ahmad because
| think Dr. Ahmad's |ine of
questioning was right on point.

But there are sonme things that we
can do when that contract cones up,
but we should do sone things in the
I mmedi ate right now.

And one thing | would
suggest based on what Dr. Ahnad
said, just a sinple survey, let's
just survey everybody. So when you
conme back before us when we have
our annual neeting in a couple
weeks, we can be able to say, maybe
we distribute the survey, nmaybe we
have the results of the survey
back.

But | think data is
inportant for us and I think it is

i nportant while we're dealing with
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this crisis that people understand
exactly how the young people feel.
We can all offer our theory and
lived experiences fromwhen we were
younger, but let's hear fromthem
Let's let themtell us exactly what
their perspective is as it relates
to what we used to call freebies.

| don't know what y'all called
them Prez. But let's hear their
opinion as it relates to the free

| unch and | et them have sone say-so
as it relates to their perspective
on what we're doing.

Madam Chai r, thank you
so nuch. | just wanted to offer
perspective to the |ine of
qgquestioning that you have.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you.

Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  And 1'I|l be real brief.

And just in terns of this space, is
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t here anywhere in Anerica where
children go to public school and
the -- put it this way, do we have
chefs actually just cook for the
ki ds when they conme to school? |Is
there any nodel |ike that, |ike
fresh food cooked for students when
t hey conme as opposed to mass
packaged neal s? |s there any nodel
l'i ke that?

MS5. NORTON:  Absol utely.
We have preplate, which is what
Counci | man Thomas was tal ki ng
about, the contract. And then we
have full service |ocations where
we prepare the food on prem se.
And we have 100 --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: For the students?

M5. NORTON: Correct,
140 full service locations and 113
of the preplate that Council man
Thomas was tal ki ng about.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
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JOHNSON:  So you cone in, you | ook
at the nenu, early school is about
to start their breakfast. | want
three scranbl ed eggs, sone turkey
bacon and sone toast with jelly,
and the person nmakes it right then
and there for the kids when they
cone in?

M5. NORTON: Well, it
woul dn't necessarily be scranbl ed
eggs. Now, they can | ook on the
menu to see what we're offering.
We do have a cycled nenu and itens
are prepared onsite. So we nake
fresh sandw ches, we make fresh
sal ads. W cook burgers and baked
chi cken --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Not in realtinme, correct?

M5. NORTON: (On,
absol utely, that day. W're
cooki ng the food that day for
service that day in our full

service | ocations.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: But they still keep
saying --

M5. NORTON: But it's
not made to order. It's not like a
diner, no. The deli line is made
to order. If you want to wal k
t hrough the deli |line, you can get
a deli sandw ch nmade to order.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Thank you very nmuch. |
j ust asked that concept. Hopefully
in the future we think about how we
address food in our public school
system right. CQoviously, if you
go to sonme of the charter schools,
to be quite frank you'll see the
| evel of flexibility what children
are being fed, also being nore
sensitive to children's diets,
right. Everybody don't eat neat,
right. So is there an alternative
for the kid that comes to school,

right?
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M5. NORTON: Absolutely.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  And | just asked that
concept because | have visited the
private school side of things where
your food is nmade to order. And I
guess you get what you're paying
for. But also, |I'mthinking about
this differently. And obviously,
for sone they don't think it's
working the way it is, right.

Then there's a stigma of
children getting a free | unch.
think that stigma m ght be
different when it's nmade to order
type of neal, right. And | think
it's worth the investnent that we
shoul d do.

| nmean, the district has
the | argest budget beyond the
Phi | adel phi a Pol i ce Departnent.
Several billion dollars the
Phi | adel phia School District

receives. | know that for a fact,
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right. So | think we have to
revisit and think outside the box,
whereas we used to say nmaybe

rei magi ne food progranms for our
students in our schools and maybe
they think about it differently in
terns of -- it is a clearer point
that sonme kids may think that
there's a stigma that cones al ong
wth it, oh, you get free |unch,
that nmeans you're on public

assi stance, yada, yada, yada. But
if it's getting cooked to order, it
m ght be a different type of
approach and hopefully it tastes a
little better.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you, Council President.

Di sruption is the nane
of the gane. W go to
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada who's
been waiting patiently, and we're
trying to wap this up so we can

give you a little break and then go

Page 218

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Health and Human Services

to the next panel. So go ahead.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Thank you, Madam Chair.

| want to reiterate the
fact that our children, when you
ask themat least in ny district,
why don't you eat the food, they
say it's nasty, right. But | also
want to put out there a
recomendati on that we've received,
right.

You have a school 1ike
Menphis Charter Acadeny that is
under fire right now by the school
district, right, but who have zero
waste in lunch. You know why?
Because those children are part of
t he process around sel ecting | unch,
right. They cook certain neals and
they allow children to test them
And the children say, | like this
chicken, | don't |ike that chicken,
| like that pasta, | don't |ike

that pasta, | want this hanburger,
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| don't |ike that hanmburger. And
when you do that and you offer
children what it is they're a part
of, they tend to eat it. And I
don't know why we don't adopt that
type of nodel ?

MS. NORTON: So
Ms. Keegan did nention that in a
coupl e of weeks we will have 900
students com ng down to the
district office for our seventh
Annual Food Show where they w ||
taste from about 30 different
vendors 50 different itens that
they will then rate and that w |
appear on the nmenu because the
students selected it. W also --

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Well, why do we have so many ki ds
not eating the food if they're a
part of the --

M5. NORTON: | can tell
you that over the last two years

our participation has increased a
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| ot because of the steps that we
have taken in engagi ng our students
nore in what it is that we are
feeding them W want themto eat,
so we want to nmake sure that we are
putting in front of them what they
i ke and the food show is one way.

On the other side and
that's nore so for the full service
| ocations that | was speaki ng of,
on the other side for the preplate
we do have what we call the VIP
Taster program where they actually
conme into the school and they give
themfive different nenu itens that
the students taste and they rate.
And then those itens, the ones that
they like wll appear on that nenu
as well. So we are actively
engagi ng our students wth surveys
t hr oughout the year, asking them
what they want to see, what they
don't I|iKke.

Qur Nutrislice app,
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whi ch is our nenu, allows the
students to rate every itemevery
day and we use that information to
bui l d our nenus as well.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  So
what is that data telling us? |If
you guys are rating themevery day
what is it telling you?

M5. KEEGAN: The data
gives us a good insight into the
Itenms that are successful and the
students do like. W are seeing
that there is an average rating on
nost of our itenms. So we are
encour agi ng students to include
i nformation as far as when --
because |'ve heard it before,
students saying things are nasty
and | say, what nakes it nasty, and
encouraging themto tell us the
things that they don't |ike about
certain itens to increase their
awar eness of vocabul ary around food

and al so to provide us feedback
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that we can actually use to put
into the nenu.

So when they say
sonething is crunchy or those types
of adjectives and those words,
we're able to actually utilize that
informati on to change our nenu and
adapt to what they give us in their
f eedback.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Sonebody in their testinony
nmentioned that as part of the
outreach you all were going to work
t hrough community coordinators in
the schools to be able to connect
young people or famlies wth just
food. What are you doing in those
school s that don't have community
coordi nators?

MB. NORTON:  Well, we
are working wwth the | eaders, the
adm nistration in the schools to
identify students that m ght have

nore, you know, that are going
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wi thout food. So that's what |
nmentioned in the testinony, that we
will be working with the school

| eaders to make sure that we are
addressing their students that they
have identified that have nore of a
need.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA: |
met with some of the school
district's admnistration. | net
wth sone principals | want to say
a few days ago, right. And they're
saying we can't do nore, we don't
have the capacity to do nore,
there's no way that | can reach
out. We were tal ki ng about truancy
and direct comunication with
parents and they say they can't do
nor e.

In a situation |ike the
one that we're in right now, does
the school district have the
capacity to be able to identify

soneone in the school that will be
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that coordinator, that will be that
person that is going to call hone
to say, hey, Mchael didn't eat

| unch today, he didn't eat his

br eakfast today, you know, what can
we do, you know, can you encourage
himto eat? |s there soneone
that's going to be able to connect
with nmom and dad or with Mchael to
be able to nmake sure that he has
sonething in his tumy?

M5. FLEM NG W do have
our Ofice of Famly and Community
Engagenent that we will take that
I nformati on back to, to understand
how we can ensure the face
coordi nators for each of our
net wor ks, what type of outreach
they currently do with the famlies
and ensure that we're including
i nformati on gat hering around
students that nmay be facing the
food insecurity. So thank you for

lifting that up.
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COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:
Counci | menber Jones nenti oned
earlier that we don't want to throw
food away. You guys say you don't
throw food away. But | do have a
school in ny district that does
throw food away, and community
residents know that it goes in the
gar bage. Thankfully enough, there
I's sonmeone in the school building
that puts it in a way where fol ks
can cone grab it.

How do we ensure that
that food gets into the hands of
community as opposed to it being --
so the leftover food, right?

You' re saying you connect with, |
don't know, nenbers of food
pantries. How do we or how can we
put it in a place or a space
out si de of that inmrediate school
bui |l di ng where residents fromin
that community can actually benefit

fromit? |s there a way for us to
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do that?

| mean, | know that
sonebody said to ne, Council nenber,
we're not allowed to do that. But
how do you -- that school figure it
out, right. How do we ensure that
that occurs across the city?

M5. NORTON: | woul d
like to go visit that school to see
what it is that they're doing and
how they're doing it. But we would
have to engage the school |eaders.
W woul d have to engage soneone
Wi thin the school to set up what
you're asking to allow the
community to cone get the food. It
woul d have to be sonmeone within the
school working wth the neal or
with the food that was |eft over
and putting it in a place where the
conmunity can cone get it.

COUNCI LWOVAN LOZADA:  So
there's nothing on the | egal side

that prevents us from doing that.
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That just has to be a policy or
coordi nated t hrough the individual
schools, is that what we're saying?

M5. NORTON: Correct.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:

And so, can we prioritize that?
Can we work with each one of our
schools to prioritize anything
that's left over, anything that's
extra, anything that's left on that
share table? Can we identify a
space in every one of our schools
that we invite the community to
conme get that food?

M5. FLEM NG W can
certainly take that back to explore
that option with our acadenc
partners and see how best to
inplenent it at all school s.

COUNCI LWOVAN LQZADA:
Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMVAD:
Thank you. Just the nunber 100

mllionis rotating in ny head. W
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want every bit of that 100 mllion
to be used and utilized by our
school popul ation and support their
famlies as well. So we're going to
follow up on that piece.

You have a question?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  Yes, a short one.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Ckay. Council President. Yeah, we
have to keep novi ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | just have a real quick
one that's really focused on the
pur pose of why we're here. You
mentioned in your testinony of
federal funding for SNAP-Ed. W
tal k about SNAP is only focusing on
t hose who are using the EBT cards,
but we're also | osing funding for
SNAP- Ed, which will be elim nated.
Therefore, potentially sunsetting
the district team nenbers of six

external partner organi zations at
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the end of 25-26 school year.

So how woul d this |oss
of funding affect your Eat R ght
Philly program and broader
nutrition education work and what
Is needed fromCty Council and
| ocal partners to help sustain that
particular initiative?

M5. NOCITG That's a
very good question. So, yes, the
di strict does receive SNAP
education funding directly and then
| think in the next panel you'll
hear from sone of the partners that
the district works with that bring
SNAP education into our schools.

So there are six organi zati ons that
are doing that.

And at this point in
time, there is not identified I
guess funding to provide that in
the future. So it is a
suppl enmental nutrition education

program so it is neant to enhance
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what's happeni ng during the school
day. So like | said, there's a | ot
of cooking classes. There's
gardening. W do a lot of work
around food insecurity simlar to
what you're bringing up, trying to
hel p support schools, build their
capacity to address food insecurity
in the schools.

So, yes, that is
sonething that | think the school
district and the external partners
can put their heads together and
see -- I'msure you'll hear a
little bit of that fromthe next
panel as well .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON: Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you, Council President.

Thank you all for your
testinony. | know we have sone
fol | ow ups because we want to make

sure this food insecurity of the
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nmonent is overlaid by the data you
al ready have of where this
Insecurity is and what school is in
t hat space. And we need to nove
and we cannot all ow bureaucracy to
stand in the way of feeding people.
| just want you to all think how do
we nobilize this so it doesn't
take, you know, five weeks to get a
policy change around sonething |ike
this, but we'll be follow ng up. So
t hank you very nuch.

M5. NORTON: Thank you.

M5. FLEM NG  Thank you.

M5. KEEGAN. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  And
we are running short of tine. W
have another hearing in this room
so | apol ogize but we're not able
to take the break that | thought we
coul d.

So | would Iike the
Clerk to call up the next panel.

And | thank our stenographer who
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has been working tirelessly to do
this work. So pl ease everybody
acknow edge our stenographer who is
wor ki ng tirel essly.

( Appl ause.)

THE CLERK:  Mark
Edwar ds, President and Chi ef
Executive Oficer of The Food
Trust; Erica Lews, the Caring
Center; Mandy Booth, Chi ef
Executive O ficer of Vetri
Communi ty Partnership; and Jacob
Zychi ck, Community Advocacy
Director for the American Heart
Associ ati on.

(Wtnesses approached
W t ness table.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  And just for the record,
| do know we have still fromthe
Adm ni stration the Departnent of
Human Servi ces Conmmi ssi oner
Ki mberly Ali.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHMAD:  She
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al ready left.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  Who el se woul d be in
attendance -- the Admnistration is
still here and | al so see Stephanie
over there as well, just for the
record in case y'all may have any
addi tional questions that m ght
need clarification.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you all. Please state your
nanme and begi n your testinony.

MR. EDWARDS: (Good
afternoon. M nane is Mark Edwards
and |I'mthe President and CEO of
The Food Trust. | want to start by
first inviting you to enjoy the
appl e at your place setting.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: W
were | ooking at this. Not sure we
were supposed to eat it. There's
no policy around it.

MR. EDWARDS: Yes, it's

| ocally sourced fromone of our
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Farmto- School prograns. And so,
as you eat it, you can enjoy the
health benefits of getting your
Vitamn C  your potassium and your
fiber. |It's actually a good
representation of who we are as an
organi zation. W think of

our sel ves as standi ng between
hunger and heal t h.

And so, | sit here
before you today not only as the
Presi dent and CEO of The Food
Trust, and many of ny col |l eagues
are here wth signs and partners
are here wwth signs. | think we
even have a carrot that's joining
us here today. And | also have the
pl easure of serving as the Co-chair
of the Gty of Phil adel phia's Food
and Nutrition Security Task Force.

And so, thank you,
Counci| President --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON:  And thank you for your
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servi ce.

MR. EDWARDS: Thank you,
and thank you for your | eadership.
And t hank you, Madam Chair. Thank
you to the commttee for hosting
these hearings. Putting these
hearings on is very inportant for
us.

And so, the Food Trust
as an organi zation is focused on
fighting for Phil adel phians' right
for healthy food for nore than 30
years. As you heard today, the
SNAP freeze has left famlies
scranbling to put food on the table
and we're all rallying to neet the
nmonent .

But make no m st ake,
whet her SNAP benefits return next
week, next nonth or next year,

Phil adelphia is in dire straits. 1
in 6 of us experience food
i nsecurity far above the regional

and national average. And so,
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we're caught in what feels |like an
endl ess cycl e of hunger and
har dshi p.

The hearings proposed in
Counci | President Johnson's
resolution give us the chance to
cone together and build real,
lasting nutrition security
solutions that reach every corner
of our city. Philadelphia's
response must go beyond energency
food. Qur city is dynamc, so our
solutions nust be nmulti-faceted.
Qur city is diverse so every sector
must have a seat at the table.

Qur city is resilient.
And so, our solution nust be tough
enough to withstand any stormin
the short term We know that we
must ensure that SNAP-eligible
reci pients can access healthy food
ri ght now because it's urgent.

The Food Trust's

enmergency food interventions focus
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on neeting people where they are,
where they shop, protecting
famlies' dignity to choose foods
that they like to eat. Wth city
support, we have scal ed up
di stribution of our food bucks, and
thank you to the Gty of
Phi | adel phia for your investnent in
f ood bucks and Counci | woman Ahnmad
for your support and your advocacy
for our food bucks. These are
coupons that famlies can use to
shop at farners markets, corner
stores and supernarkets, allow ng
shoppers | ots of choices and
supporti ng nei ghborhood retailers
who rely on SNAP transactions for
their economc |ivelihood.

And at our farnmers
mar kets, we are fundraising for
heal t hy food nutual aid, donating
unsol d produce to pantries and
comrunity fridges and supporting

farnmers to host pop-ups
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distributing fresh fruits and
veget abl es, not just conmunities
that we work in, but sone that are
specifically targeted to seniors.

By wor ki ng together, we
can weat her the storm But
ener gency response alone, while it
Is very inportant and we support
it, 1s not enough. W believe that
nutrition is the bridge just as
that apple is between hunger and
health. | think that bears
repeating. Nutrition is the bridge
bet ween hunger and health, and we
know t hat poor nutrition fuels
rising rates of obesity, diabetes
and heart disease and a trillion
dollar toll on our nation's health
care system and econony.

To reverse these trends,
we need a conprehensive approach to
nutrition security that connects
access, affordability and

education. W've heard a lot this

Page 239

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Health and Human Services

nmor ni ng about SNAP and | think we
all understand SNAP. But you al so
begin to hear in this panel
di scussi on and the panel discussion
before this one about SNAP-
Educat i on.

Thi nk about it this way,
SNAP is the neans, it's the noney,
and SNAP- Education is the know how.
And so, in order to reverse these
trends, we again believe that a
conpr ehensi ve approach to nutrition
security is necessary and one that
connects access to affordability
and educati on.

And so, unlike SNAP,
whi ch when the Big Wyly Bill was
signed, the federal resources
allocated to SNAP were reduced. 1In
t he case of SNAP- Education, the
resources were not reduced when
that bill was signed on July 4th.
They were elimnated all together.

So that even when the governnent
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opens and/ or SNAP cones back,
whenever that happens, SNAP-
Educati on goes away. And so, the
know how goes away, so that
threatens the health and livelihood
of our city.

This programdidn't just
teach nutrition. It inproved diet
quality, reduced chronic disease,
stretched food dollars and
supported | ocal farners and
retailers. And so, our city
part nershi ps and fundi ng have
anplified the fact that hel ping
educators build lasting trust in
communities that we serve is a very
nobl e and inportant thing to do.

Today Phi | adel phi a now
has the opportunity and the
responsibility to rebuild and
sustain proven nutrition prograns
and signal to our residents that
we're conmtted to their health for
the long haul. |'mproud to be
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j oined here today by ny coll eagues,
many of those educators and
partners, including The Food Trust,
our own teamas |'ve indicated, and
our Caring Center partners who
you're going to hear fromshortly,
who teach children where their food
comes from cook healthy neals in
cl assroons and gui de shoppers at
corner stores and farnmers markets.
They are the heart of the work that
we do.

Wt hout integrating
nutrition education into food
access strategies, we risk
repeating the sane cycle, where
famlies get food but not the tools
to turn it into lasting health.
However, if we conbine i nmedi ate
relief with |ong-terminvestnent,
putting nutritious food on tables
today, while enpowering famlies to
make heal thy choices for years to

come, we can nove Phil adel phia from
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hunger to health. So thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:

Pl ease state your nane and begin
your testinony. Thank you, Mark.
We'l | cone back to you.

M5. LEWS: Hello. W
name is Erica Lewis. | amthe
Hospitality Manager at the Caring
Center. 1've been there for 26
years and |'mhere to share ny
story and ny experience wth SNAP-
Ed.

We really need SNAP-Ed
I nvol ved in our schools and our
communities with our children.
SNAP-Ed is an amazing program |t
has been a trenendous hel p and
support to the Caring Center. It
makes nme nervous to think that we
m ght have this programfully
elimnated. Wthout it, ny
children woul d be greatly i npacted.

Wt hout SNAP-Ed, there

woul d be no addi ti onal
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refrigeration and freezers so that
my school is able to purchase
mul tiple cases of fruit and
vegetabl e for lunches and snack.
In the past, we only had enough
roomfor two cases of vegetables or
fresh fruit. But after receiving a
grant from SNAP-Ed, we were able to
purchase nore refrigeration. Now,
we serve fruit, fresh fruit and
veget abl es every day with at | east
two of the three neals that we
serve. Wthout SNAP-Ed, we
woul dn't have the funding to help
us be able to afford | ocal produce
t hrough prograns such as the
Quarter Back grant that gave us a
quarter for every neal that was
served to every child that
contained a PA local fruit or
vegetable. W not only benefit it,
but PA farnmers benefited as well.
There were ot her grants,

|1 ke Farmto-School Institute that
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hel ped build our own garden where
my children I earn how to plant,

pl ant a seed, water it, watch it
grow, harvest nost of it, prepare
It and eat it, but also be able to
go back and harvest seeds that we
can plant for the next season.

W were also able to
reach out to our famlies and
community in the Mantua section of
Phi | adel phia. Farmto-School
Institute has had a part of the
grant where we had to involve our
community, in which we purchased
boxes of |ocal fruit and veget abl es
to give away to our parents and our
nei ghbors. Prograns |ike Food
Bucks for RX and Cooki ng Beyond the
Cl assroom and Center Cooking
Activities with Ms. Erica help
children try new fruits and
veget abl es and al so enabled themto
bring | ocal produce hone.

Food Bucks gave us a
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stipend for farnmers markets and
Co-ops so that parents coul d take
their children and go shopping for
items to consune at home. |
remenber one parent, she was really
excited. She wanted to know if she
could join the programtw ce
because they were able to purchase
berries, sonething that they didn't
often have in the honme. But she
was | i ke everybody was so excited
to have strawberries and
bl ueberries. And it was anmazi ng
that the programwas able to
provi de that for them

Al so, Cooki ng Beyond the
Cl assroom gi ves you everything that
you need to prepare a neal with
your famly. So they were able to
bring what they were | earni ng at
school , when they cooked wth ne,
honme as well. So the program
Cooki ng Beyond the C assroom gi ves

themthe food that they need to
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make up a recipe and then they
prepare it with their famlies.
Chi I dren cooki ng at
school helps themto try things
they normally wouldn't pick up. |
had a young man, his nanme was
Donal d, and we were doing a, |
bel i eve, health salad that we were
preparing and it had rai nbow
carrots init. And | have these
speci al knives that they use. And
they cut up their carrots and
broccoli and everything and they
put it in their health sal ad.
Donal d, we had to get
himto |like, cone on, Donald, you
made this, try it. And he tried it
and he liked it, so nmuch so that
when Donal d was | think he was
about 18 came back to visit the
center to say hello. And he said,
Ms. Erica, you know I |ike
veget abl es because of you. So it

just nmade ne feel really good that
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what | was doing wasn't in vain.

We really need this
SNAP- Ed programto hel p our
children, to help our famlies, to
hel p our communities. Thank you
for your tinme and thank you for
i stening.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
State your nanme and proceed with
your testinony.

M5. BOOTH. My nane is
Maddi e Booth. [|'mthe CEO of Vetri
Community Partnership. Thank you
to Gty Council President Johnson
and nenbers for convening the Food
and Nutrition Security Task Force,
of which I'ma proud nenber, to
Cty Council for their increased
Interest and attention to food and
fundi ng i ssues inpacting our

comunity and to the Public Health
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and Human Services Conmittee,
I ncl udi ng Chai rwoman Ahnmad f or
hosting this hearing.

We're proud to operate
in Philadel phia with the Mayor and
City Council who govern with care
and conpassi on for neighbors. So
t hank you so much for what you're
doing. As | nentioned, |I'mthe
proud CEO of Vetri Community
Partnership. W're a Phil adel phi a
nonprofit that nourishes m nds,
bodi es and communities wth
nutrition education through
cooki ng.

Vetri Conmunity
Part nershi p of fers hands-on cooki ng
and tasting opportunities featuring
reci pes that are nutritious,
veget abl e- f ocused, affordable and
nost inportantly delicious. CQur
cooki ng workshops are interactive,
they're wel com ng, they're hands-on

t hat enpower people of all ages,
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fromkids in kindergarten through
senior citizens, to build culinary
confidence and increase nutritional
know edge.

Qur nutrition education
servi ces take place in schools,
health and comunity centers and in
our own teaching kitchen. Each
year, VCP reaches nearly 30,000
communi ty nmenbers of all ages and
backgrounds. W are also 1 of 22
Pennsyl vani a SNAP- Ed provi ders and
one of nine partners serving
residents in Phil adel phi a.

Qur SNAP-Ed team of nine
of fers hands-on cooki ng cl asses,
fruit and vegetabl e pronotion for
ki ndergarten through 8th grade
students at 16 schools during the
school day and creates about 16, 000
experi ences for students annually.
This accounts for over half of our
organi zation's total reach.

SNAP-Ed is, as you've
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heard, the nutrition education and
pronotion arm of the USDA
Suppl enental Nutrition Assistance
Program and a cornerstone program
to protect and increase food
security. SNAP-Ed is an effective,
conmmuni ty-centered tool that
addresses food insecurity,
nutrition and equity and chronic
di sease prevention, especially in
underresourced communities.

Using a variety of
evi dence- based public health
approaches, SNAP-Ed strengthen
school s, community organi zations
i ke ours and househol ds by
equi ppi ng people with the
know edge, skills and confidence to
make nutritious choices and nmake
| asting changes within a very
limted budget.

Wth the elimnation of
SNAP- Ed funding, our ability to

provide the scale of services to
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whi ch our nei ghbors and school
partners have becone accustoned to
wi Il be significantly di m ni shed.
These cuts coul d deepen health

di sparities, wll underm ne years
of progress and force organizations
i ke ours to scale back at a nonent
when we shoul d be scaling up.

Wth this | oss of
fundi ng, communi ty-based
organi zations wll also need to
likely lay off highly-dedicated
enpl oyees who spend their days in
school s provi di ng hands-on cooki ng
cl asses and exposure to fruits,
veget abl es and whol e grains.

It's also worth noting
that after this year, Vetri
Community Partnership wll receive
zero governnent dollars, no | ocal
city, state or federal funding for
providing nutrition education
t hrough cooki ng servi ces.

The ripple effects in
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our comunity could also be quite
significant, especially paired with
these cuts to SNAP dollars. One
goal of SNAP-Ed was to help fol ks
stretch already Iimted food
budgets and to support their
famlies' food consunption and
i ntake. Qur nei ghbors and
communities wll need nore support
accessing food and al so accessi ng
nutrition education because they go
hand i n hand.

| n our prograns, we see
a lot of students enjoying
sonething for the first tine,
whether it's a fruit or a vegetable
new to themor just prepared in a
new way. W hear sone participants
saying | can cook now, and feeling
confident, engaged in and curious
about cooki ng at hone.

One of our SNAP- Ed
educators heard from a Phil adel phi a

parent whose son Henry had taken
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part in his school SNAP-Ed
nutrition education classes. After
just a few sessions, Henry was

al ready maki ng changes at hone. He
prepared a veggie tray appetizer
for his famly. He set the table
and he served water instead of

soda. It's a small nonent with big
inplications. Wen kids |ike Henry
bring these | essons hone, famlies
eat better and health outcones can
I npr ove.

And t he nunbers bear
this out. SNAP-Ed costs just $5
per year per beneficiary. And for
every dollar invested in SNAP-Ed,
nearly $10 can be saved in future
health costs. Cooking is an
essential life skill and one that
I ncreases the |ikelihood that
accessi bl e foods reach the bellies
of our kids and our nei ghbors.

Research shows t hat

sel f-percei ved cooking skills,
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believing that you are a capable or
good cook, |lead to individuals
maki ng nore nutritious choices for
thensel ves and their famli es.

This is particularly inportant in
Phi | adel phi a where data has shown
that kids eat fewer than one
serving of vegetables a day. Diet-
rel ated health conditions |ike
hypertensi on and di abetes al so
I npact adults across the city.
Wiile we can't prevent
and manage di sease entirely through
cooking and nutrition, we can
certainly help people gain the
skills and the confidence to cook
and eat well. By working with
participants on honing skills from
reading nutrition |abels to dicing
veget abl es, conmmunity nenbers | eave
Vetri Community Partnership cl asses
feeling enpowered to include
nutritious ingredients in their
daily lives, plus people of all
888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required. LEXITAS
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ages get the opportunity to cook
and taste new i ngredients,
preparations or dishes wthout the
ri sk of wasting their noney or
their food. Also, it's really fun.

Thank you for your
interest in pronoting the health
and wel | -being of all
Phi | adel phi ans. As you consi der
the future of food and nutrition
security in our city, we ask that
you chanpion the restoration and
protection of nutrition education
fundi ng and invest in prograns that
build a heal thier Phil adel phia for
all. Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you so nmuch. W need every
child to have the potential to be
Henry. Yes, we hear you. M
children used to cook with us when
they were little and they now cook
and eat vegetabl es because of

exactly what you said. And that's
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a Montessori approach to enpoweri ng
young people, and we should really
I ntegrate that into our school
systens, especially in our
ki ndergarten spaces.

So thank you for that --
oh, sorry. | didn't realize Jacob.
Go ahead. Apol ogies, Jacob. |
want ed everybody to be done before
we started tal king.

MR ZYCH CK:  No
problem Jacob Zychick. |I'm
speaki ng on behalf of the Anmerican
Heart Associ ation and thank you for
t he opportunity to provide
testinony here today. Heart
di sease is the | eadi ng cause of
death in Phil adel phia. The
Anerican Heart Association is
focused on providi ng evidence-based
strategies for parents and
caregivers to create a healthy food
envi ronnent for young children that
supports the devel opnent of
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positive eating behaviors and

mai nt enance of a healthy weight in
chi | dhood, thereby reducing the

ri sks of overwei ght, obesity and
cardi ovascul ar disease later in
life.

The Anerican Heart
Associ ation believes that the
Suppl enental Nutrition Assistance
Program SNAP, plays an inportant
role in addressing health and
hunger anong famlies with | ow
I ncomes, and the Associ ation
supports SNAP access and funding to
address food insecurity and inprove
heal t h.

In July 2025, Congress
passed a budget reconciliation bill
that include major changes to SNAP
and SNAP- Ed, including stricter
wor kK requirenents, reduced
eligibility, funding cuts and the
el imnation of funding for SNAP-Ed.

The federal governnent shutdown
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t hat began on Cct ober 1st has put
benefits even further at risk, wth
nearly 500, 000 Phil adel phi a
residents projected to | ose SNAP
benefits in Novenber if the

shut down conti nues.

Those changes in current
| apses of federal funding wll make
it even nore challenging for the
nearly over 900, 000 Phil adel phi ans
who |ive in areas of overabundance
and unheal t hy foods.

Mayor Cherelle Parker's
Executive Order on Novenber 1st is
an inportant step to i medi ately
help the nearly one-third of
Phi | adel phi a's popul ati on i npacted
by the | apse of federal funding for
SNAP, but we also nust begin to
work on a cityw de |l ong-term
approach to nutrition security
centered around equi table health
out comes and sustainability that

i ncl udes stronger coordi nation
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between the city, nonprofits,
hospital s and school s.

The Anerican Heart
Associ ation has collaborated with
city governnment and conmmunity
st akehol ders to devel op and
I npl ement 1 nnovative strategies
that address nutrition and access
to healthier food. That includes
expanded access to nutrition
I ncentive prograns |ike
Phi | adel phi a Food Bucks,
I ncorporating our science and
research to support the devel opnent
of nutrition standards for city
gover nnment agenci es and direct
capacity devel opnent and support
f or nei ghbor hood organi zati ons and
conmmunity schools to provide
heal t hi er food opti ons.

The Anerican Heart
Associ ation support evi dence-based
prograns and initiatives that

renove barriers to access and

Page 260

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Health and Human Services

affordability for famlies to
purchase fruits, vegetables and
other nutritious foods |ike the
Food Bucks program which has been
active for 15 years.

Nutrition incentives
support a triple bottomline,
hel ping famlies bring honme nore
nutritious foods, supporting
Pennsyl vani a farnmers and keepi ng
nore food dollars in the comunity.
Nutrition incentives enpower
famlies to purchase healthier food
options by making products nore
af f or dabl e.

The Food Trust has
docunent ed nunerous positive
I npacts of this initiative,
i ncluding inproving fruit and
veget abl e consunption, increasing
SNAP sal es at farners markets and
bri ngi ng revenue to regional
farmers and famly-owned retailers.

The Anerican Heart
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Associ ation is al so supportive of
produce prescription prograns that
can cause greater collaboration
bet ween heal th care providers,
nei ghbor hood retail ers and
community partners. Produce
prescription prograns enable
doctors prescribe fruits and
vegetables in addition to
medi cations. Patients receive
el ectronic cards or vouchers to
access free or discounted produce
of their choice at retail, grocery
or farnmers markets.

Produce prescriptions
wer e associated wth significant
I nprovenents in fruits and
veget abl es i ntakes, food security
and health status for children and
adults. The Phil adel phi a
Department of Public Health has
pl ayed a significant role as a
convener and inplenmenter of

I nnovative strategies to renove
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barriers to healthy nutritious food
by | everagi ng and potentially even
expanding current initiatives |ike
Philly Loves Fresh and the
Phi | adel phi a Food Justice
Initiative. The city can provide
addi ti onal support to conmmunity
organi zations that are serving in
nei ghbor hoods where the nman far
exceeds the current capacity to be
provi ded.

The Anerican Heart
Associ ation serves on Counci |
Presi dent Johnson's Task Force
addressing nutrition and hunger.
The current efforts |ed by Mayor
Cherelle Parker and the City
Council are inportant to support
famlies in need. W nust beginto
plan a state a sustainable cityw de
approach to address nutrition and
security and incorporates both
I nnovative sol utions and proven,

ef fective, evidence-based prograns.
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Thank you so nmuch for
the opportunity to provide
testinony. | just wanted to add
one thing. W did share this with
staff and we'll circulate it al so.
It's a list of some of the direct
community work that we are doing to
address nutrition security.

Since 2020, we've
part nered al ongsi de 52 food
pantries to increase their capacity
and really ensure that they're
provi di ng heal thier food options.
That's in addition to sone of the
work we're doing even wth sone of
t he surroundi ng counties. So
definitely excited to participate
nmoving forward too.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you so nuch for all your
I nportant testinony that tells us
what is working. Having worked
with you on the Food Bucks program

| was very proud to be able to
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support that, and watching that in
action was really illum nating that
we should have it in every corner
of Phil adel phia. The fact that
peopl e are able to get their SNAP-
Ed pi ece done and figure out what
to buy in the grocery store with
their food bucks and the grocer is
getting revenue as well and al so
changi ng what produce, what they're
putting out there for their

cust oners.

So this is a culture
shift, a change in how we do so we
nove away fromall the preservative
and packaged food and nake sure we
see it everywhere, particularly in
our schools. This is our youngest
Phi | adel phi ans who need to have
that culture shift in what they're
presented with in terns of food.

So you heard us have the
conversation with the school

district. This has to be real and
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this has to be actionable so that
we can see nore Donal ds, and |
forget his nane now, who are going
to try new things and nake it a
part of their lifestyle and hel pi ng
their famlies have culture shift
as well. So I thank you so nuch.

| wanted to ask a quick
guestion about the food bucks
nmodel . To infuse resources in
there, could that neet the need of
this SNAP cessation? Could you
speak to that, Mark?

MR EDWARDS: Yes. And
as indicated in ny testinony,
that's precisely how we are using
sone of the investnent that the
city has nmade so that we can offer
up what we refer to as community
bucks. And that is to say there
are no cash requirenents associ at ed
with matching it. You can take
t hat voucher and go directly to a

retailer and purchase fresh fruits
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and veget abl es.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD:  So
the noney that we are just talking
about could actually be deployed in
this manner?

MR. EDWARDS: That's
correct, we're nmaking an
application for that. So, yeah, we
hope.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:

This would al so get the grocer, to
get revenue as well --

MR. EDWARDS: Correct.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD: - -
as they're doing this.

MR. EDWARDS: That's
correct.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
That's a win-win in ternms of
keepi ng the food ecosystem goi ng
with directing sone of the dollars
into this way of addressing the
| ack of SNAP benefits.

MR. EDWARDS: Yeah. And
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| would al so add too that wth
continued investnent in this way
hopefully as the years go on, there
are opportunities at the federal
| evel for us to be able to match
federal -- these bucks that we
refer to as food bucks, they're
also referred to as incentives.
And so, there's an opportunity for
us to match our | ocal investnent
with federal investnent one-to-one.
So --

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Anplify.

MR. EDWARDS: So if the
City of Phil adel phia invests $100,
we can get $100 fromthe feds or
apply for $100 fromthe feds.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you. Anybody has any
guestions?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: It's going to be brief.

So | thank you, Mark, for your
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| eadership with the Food and
Security Task Force. Thank you,
Jacob, as well for your
participation. And al so educating
me around the whol e dynam c, not
j ust SNAP but overall how we | ook
at addressing food security as well
as the educati on conponent because
it's key to change habits, right.
We | ook at nutrition, |ook at
health and al so our lifestyles, we
address certain things in a
positive way, can prevent a variety
of different illnesses down the
line. And so | thank you for your
| eadership around this particul ar
I Ssue.

And say your nane again
fromthe Caring Center.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHMVAD:
Eri ca.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Erica, you keep -- no.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
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(I naudi bl e).

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: Okay. | just want to
personal ly say thank you. |[|'ve
known you for years. M boys
attended the Caring Center. You're
still on the sanme m ssion, so you
keep up the good work and very
powerful and informative testinony.

COUNCI LWOMAN AHMVAD: Al
right. Thank you so nuch for your
t esti nony.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: | f
the derk would call up our I ast
panel . Thank you for your
pati ence.

THE CLERK: Dr. Senbagam
Vi rudachal am Pedi atrician and
Policy Lab faculty nmenber at the
Chil dren's Hospital of
Phi | adel phi a; Kate Col yer, Regi onal
Program Director for Geater

Phi | adel phi a Food Connect; and
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Chri s Bol den Newsone, Co-director
of Sankofa Conmmunity Farm

(Wt nesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Pl ease state your nanme and begin
your testinony.

DR. VI RUDACHALAM  (Good
norni ng or good afternoon now.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
It's been a | ong day, yes. Thank
you for your patience.

DR VI RUDACHALAM  Yes.
Good afternoon, Council President
Johnson, Chairperson Ahmad and
menbers of the commttee. Very,
very grateful to you for calling
this hearing and just to be able to
share this testinony with you
t oday.

My nanme is Dr. Senbagam
Vi rudachal am and I am a gener al
pediatrician at the Children's

Hospital of Phil adel phia and an
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Assi stant Professor of Pediatrics
at the University of Pennsyl vani a.
|"mal so a nenber of The Food Trust
Board of Directors and City
Council's Food and Nutrition
Security Task Force. And |I'mthe
granddaughter of small famly
farmers, the daughter of inmgrants
and | was raised in the M dwest.

Al'l food traditions
t hrough ny upbringing have really
shaped ne, as |I'm sure they have
all of us. Just to pause for a
nonment and t hi nk about how hungry
we all are right now, right. And
for those of us that broke the
rules and bit into that apple, how
much relief we felt just to have
that little bit of sugar, little
bit of nutrition, right. And so,
that's what really brings all of us
here today.

| have been a

pediatrician for nearly 20 years,
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nmore than 15 of those in
Phi |l adel phia. [I'malso a
scientist. | study nutrition,
health and the systens that reach
children and famlies. In ny
clinic this week, nearly every
famly | have seen has shared that
they do not have enough noney for
food. | have never before in ny
career seen this |level of need.

Food is really a
fundanental manifestation of | ove,
nouri shnment and conpassi on. Every
child and every famly deserves to
have enough food and to have
nutritious food. One argunent |
often hear in a crisis like this
one is that it doesn't matter what
food we provide to hungry peopl e.
W just have to give them
sonet hi ng.

| woul d posit that
especially in a crisis like this
one the type of food we provide and
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where it cones fromnmatters a great
deal. The lack of SNAP fundi ng
wi |l also have an enornous i npact
on our |ocal econony, as we've just
heard, with tens of mllions fewer
dol | ars bei ng spent on groceries.
This |l ost revenue is going to
strain farmers and vendors who
produce and sell food, eventually
maki ng it econom cally untenabl e
for themto continue to provide
food as they currently do. And
ultimately, all of us wll be

I npacted, not only those who depend
on SNAP.

The | ast several years
have shown us how fragile our food
systemis and periodic energencies
may be the new normal. To weat her
this crisis and those that follow,
we have to ensure that every
Phi | adel phian is connected to a
strong and resilient, |ocal and

regi onal food system \What does
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this nmean practically speaking and
why is it inportant?

In order to thrive,
children and adults nust eat nostly
whol e pl ant foods, so that neans
vegetables, fruits, grains and
beans. Anericans as a whole don't
eat anywhere near the recomended
amounts of these foods.

One study in 2021 showed
that half of 1 to 5-year-old kids
in this country were not even
eating one vegetable a day, |et
alone multiple. The current food
system which contributes to at
| east a quarter of all greenhouse
gas em ssions, offers abundant,
processed, highly pal atable and
cheap foods and at the sane tine,
makes fresh, healthy foods
I naccessi bl e and unaffordable. And
this ultimately affects eating
habi ts across generati ons.

As a result, many people
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have repl aced eating whole, fresh
foods with high fat, high sugar,

hi gh salt foods that cause illness
i nstead of supporting health. W
do have reason to hope.

Phi | adel phi a and Pennsyl vani a have
an abundance of natural resources
and the capacity to grow food
nearly year-round. There is a
thriving grassroots network of
farmers markets, urban farnms and
community gardens in this city.
And t he peopl e and nonprofit

organi zati ons who have built this
net wor k have worked very hard to
ensure that it reaches all

Phi | adel phi ans, especially those
with | ow i ncones.

We need city | evel and
institutional support to strengthen
and expand the breadth and reach of
the system both during this crisis
and going forward. The Food Trust,

as you just heard, has invested a
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great deal in ensuring that fresh
produce is available at farners
mar ket s and corner stores

t hroughout the city. The Food
Bucks programis anmazing. And I
agree that expanding it in this
monment of energency is a really

i ncredi ble way, not only to bring
food dollars back to | ocal farners
who need it, but to provide people
wth dignified -- the ability to
get food in a dignified way at the
pl aces where everyone el se shops
and choose food according to their
famly's preferences.

The city shoul d support
farmers markets that bring |ocal
and regi onal produce to every
nei ghborhood in the city year-round
and provi de subsidies in an ongoi ng
way to | owincone residents to
purchase this produce.

Heal th care providers

al so have a critical role to play.
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Li ke all ny physician col |l eagues, |
took an oath at the start of ny
career devoting nyself to this
calling. The Hi ppocratic Qath
states, | wll prevent disease
whenever | can for prevention is
preferable to cure. Health care
systens, including insurers, nust
hel p ensure that famlies feel they
can make use of available fresh
whol e foods to ensure food security
and prevent and treat diet-related
di seases |i ke di abetes and heart

di sease.

At CHOP, |'ve led the
devel opnent of a program call ed
Honme Pl ate, which is a fam | y-based
group virtual food skills program
that has shown i nprovenents in
young children's diet quality and
househol d food security in two
random zed tri al s.

Hone Plate is a six-week

| ong program and we use shared
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cooking to build comunity
connect edness and practical skills
to support food security and
heal thy eating habits, especially
anong famlies with limted
resour ces.

| want to share just a
coupl e of quotes fromthe
eval uation that we did of Hone
Plate really to bring famlies
voi ces to what this program neant
to them One parent said, | was so
happy to neet sone of the other
| adi es and hear their stories and
share mne and just let ny hair
down and have a little bit of fun.
It's been a struggle. |'ve been
dealing with life lately so it's
been a really good experience.
Everybody is laid back. W could
tal k confortably, |augh. Everybody
did sonething different too. It
made it fun to see everyone else's

di shes.
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Anot her parent shared, |
enjoy it because ny little one, she
gets to pick out certain fruits and
veget abl es she |ikes. She even
hel ps ne cook it. So as far as her
eating skills, it's gotten a little
better because she gets to taste-
test all the different fruits and
vegetables. So it's good for her
and | like it too cooking different
foods. And that parent was
referring to being able to pick out
fruits and vegetables. That
happened t hrough a partnership with
the Food Trust, where we were able
to offer produce prescriptions to
famlies.

The city really needs to
invest in prograns like this one to
ensure |long-termfood and nutrition
security for children and famli es.
To further strengthen the | ocal
food system and support the health

of its citizens, the city and its
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anchor institutions should source
sust ai nably grown, |ocal and

regi onal produce to be served in
school s, hospitals, universities
and ot her institutions.

Phi | adel phi a's urban
agriculture plan called G ow ng
fromthe Root, which was published
i n 2023, provides a 10-year roadmap
to enact such policies. |
encour age every nenber of Counci l
to support actualizing this plan
t hrough all ocation of funds and
coordi nati on across city agenci es.
Stronger | ocal coordination between
the city, nonprofits, hospitals and
schools could really reduce our
reliance on federal prograns and
protect us during crises like this
one.

W nmust neet this nonent
with every tool at our disposal and
ensure that we're better prepared

for future energenci es.
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Phi | adel phi ans deserve to eat fresh
food that tastes good and nouri shes
their bodies and m nds.

Regar dl ess of incone,
every Phil adel phi an shoul d be
afforded the dignity of choosing
fresh foods that neet their
preferences. W need a long-term
strategy to ensure food and
nutrition security for all
Phi | adel phi ans that centers people
and the earth that sustains us.

Despite the crisis that
we're now in, | remain very hopeful
that we're going to find our way
t hrough this nonent and energe
stronger and nore connected to one
anot her. Thank you.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:

Pl ease state your nane and proceed
Wi th your testinony.

M5. COLYER  Good

afternoon and thank you for the

opportunity to speak today. M
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nanme is Kate Colyer and |'mthe
Seni or Regional Director for

G eater Phil adel phia at Food
Connect. W are a |local logistics
and technol ogy nonprofit working to
bridge the gaps in our food system
to build healthier communities.

Food Connect was founded
by our CEO Megha Kul shresht ha, who
grew up in a famly that relied on
social safety nets to survive. She
built this organization to nake
t hose systens stronger, faster and
nore equitable, especially in
nmonents of crisis like this one.

Si nce 2014, Food Connect
has focused on the hardest part of
getting food to people who need it,
nost comonly known as the | ast
mle. That's the final stretch of
connecting food from donors,
war ehouses, community partners,
directly into the hones of

famlies, seniors and residents who
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can't easily reach traditional food
pantries.

Today we deliver over
250, 000 neal s each nonth across 70
cities nationw de, including right
here in Philadel phia. Each nonth
in our city we conplete nore than
800 hone deliveries for famlies
t hrough CHOP' s food phar macy
program and di stri bute over 1300
food boxes to seniors through the
Commodi ty Suppl enental Food
program W're also honored to be
part of the One Philly Produce
Project, an initiative |l ed by Mayor
Cherell e Parker and the Mayor's
O fice of Education and O fice of
Chil dren and Fam |i es.

This project brings
together nulti-sector partners to
di stribute fresh produce to all
communi ty school s, ensuring
children and famlies continue to

have access to fresh healthy food.

Page 284

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Health and Human Services

Wth the federal SNAP funding | apse
creating uncertainty for mllions,
Food Connect has activated our
rapid response infrastructure to
ensure no one in Philadel phia goes
hungry. We're working daily with
city agencies, food banks and | ocal
organi zati ons to expand delivery
capacity, track food fl ow and
ensure neal s reach hone-bound
residents within 24 to 48 hours.

I n Cct ober alone, we
del i vered over 200, 000 pounds of
food across the Phil adel phi a
region, which was a 23% i ncrease
fromour average volune nonthly.

W al so want to recognize the

I ncredi bl e coordi nati on happeni ng
across the city, fueled by the Food
and Nutrition Security Task Force,
which we are a nenber of and by
Mayor Parker's | eadership through
the One Philly SNAP Support Pl an.

We especially appl aud
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the city's launch of the Energency
Food Security G ant program
offering mcro grants through a
sinplified two-page application and
swft review process. This mrrors
the community-rooted rapid relief
nodel Food Connect has been
recomrendi ng, and we're encour aged
to see these principles reflected
in city policy so quickly.

As we | ook ahead, we
urge the city to keep building on
this foundation. Food Connect
recomends three priorities to
strengt hen | ong-term readi ness.
First, direct relief stipends so
famlies can buy the food they
prefer fromlocal stores,
preserving dignity and choice while
supporting small businesses.

Second, conmmunity-rooted rapid
relief sustaining a standing fund
centering systens, |evel solutions,

by supporting both | arge food banks
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and smal | er, independent

organi zations that serve mllions
out si de of traditional networks.
And third, realtine feedback and
data using live community input and
partner updates to ensure every
deci sion foll ows evidence and the
comrunity's voi ce.

This crisis rem nds us
that while our safety nets may be
fragile, our communities are
strong. Philadelphia s swft
coordi nated response shows what's
possi bl e when gover nnent,
phi | ant hropy and community
organi zati ons work as one. Food
Connect stands ready to keep
serving, coordinating last mle
deliveries, supporting data and
f eedback systens and hel pi ng design
equi tabl e fundi ng nodels so every
househol d i n Phil adel phi a has
access to nutritious food both now

and in the future. Thank you.
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COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you. Wuld you pl ease state
your nanme and proceed wth your
t esti nony.

MR BOLDEN- NEWSOVE:
Yes. (Good norning. M nane is
Chri s Bol den- Newsone and |'mthe
Co-di rector of Sankofa Conmmunity
Farm at Bartrans Garden in
Sout hwest Phil adel phia. First and
forenost, giving honor to the
Alm ghty and to our ancestors. |
want to wish a very good norning to
all of ny sister and brother
wor kers out here, activists, faith
| eaders, farnmers and of course, to
you the city fathers and city
not hers, our Cty Council peopl e and
w sh you all continued bl essings.

| am as | said, Chris
Bol den- Newsone and |'m a
Co-di rector al ongside Ty Hol nberg
at the Sankofa Comrunity Farm at

Bartrans garden, |ocated in sunny
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Sout hwest Phil adel phia. And |'m
t he manager there, the farm manager
at Sankofa where we run a four-acre
urban farmthat focuses on
ancestral foods, specifically
ancestral foods of the U S. south
of Africa and the Cari bbean. W
serve the Lower Kingsessing area in
Sout hwest Phi | adel phia through two
weekly farm stands in three
different |ocations, a conmunity
garden, regul ar cl asses,
nei ghbor hood garden bed prograns,
where we go and actually build
garden beds in the front yards of
our nei ghbors in Southwest, and a
25 student-strong youth farmer
intern programas well as a
culinary culture program So we're
doing a |ot.

| want to just stop
right there for a second and j ust
say that | was rocked by the third

panel a little bit, in which all of
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t hose di scussi ons were com ng out
about the waste in food. | didn't
even know if | could get up and
continue to talk. | want to be
honest because that was so nuch to
t hi nk about, right.

And so, what it rem nded
me i s that education is absolutely
key. And listening to
Dr. Sebagamis words as well to the
fact that Americans don't eat
vegetables. | think there's a | ot
to be done. And so, what our farm
and our conmmunity is doing about it
I's providing these education
opportunities and educati on
prograns. They are crucial.

O herw se, you can throw all the
food that you want at people, and |
will tell you all that nobody wants
to tal k about this and we can find
100 different reasons why food
isn't eaten and why it's left on

the plate, and yet we're still
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sayi ng that people are hungry.

| renmenber seeing boxes
| ai d out, you know, on the street
during COVID with the commodity
food, and it was because peopl e
didn't recognize it as food. Now,
| think that that says a | ot about
where the culture has gone and what
we who are responsible have to do
about that, but also too about
education. So that for ne is
really inportant.

But in Sout hwest
Phi | adel phia, it's about 76%
African descendants. Moyst adults
are enpl oyed according to the
statistics. But over a quarter of
our residents live bel ow the
poverty |line, over a quarter, and
many are managi ng chronic illnesses
as they're raising their famlies.

So about 40% of our
custoners at our farmers' market

use SNAP for purchases. That's
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been an increase, so that's a |ot.
That's a lot of SNAP. And that is
where we're at, at this point.
SNAP presents working-poor famlies
I n our nei ghborhood as steps
towards sovereignty in their food
deci si ons.

Many of these famlies
that our farm serves are cash-
strapped and having the freedom of
choi ce, you nentioned choice around
bei ng able to buy what they prefer,
but having the freedom of choice in
their SNAP purchases allows themto
choose fresh, |ocal and chem cal -
free food fresh fromthe farm over
what they mght find in the very
few grocery stores in our area.

Qur farmsets up markets
in three different |ocations, as |
nmentioned earlier, throughout West
and Sout hwest Phil adel phia to help
our nei ghbors have access to the

di verse, variety of high quality
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and affordabl e produce that we
gr ow.

Ful | service grocery
stores in our area of Southwest are
rare and they' re not often in easy
wal ki ng di stance. They can't be
the solution. Gocery stores and
corner stores cannot be the only
solution, I wll repeat. One of
the maj or 24-hour grocers in our
nei ghbor hood recently cl osed,
| eaving hundreds of famlies now
Wi t hout food stanps, a sensitive
deci si on over the weekend, and now
Wi t hout an accessi ble place to use
any of the remaining funds on their
car ds.

So for mpgjority of our
African Anerican nei ghborhood, the
trauma generations of systemc
I njustice, de facto segregation,
econom ¢ and health care,
apartheid, all of that gets to be

addressed in small but powerful
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ways when fol ks can go and make
their purchases wth SNAP. W
can't imagine if we haven't been in
the situation, what it neans to be
able to have even that sense of
agency over what you feed your
children, right, when you don't
feel that you have that agency in
ot her parts of your life.

And so, these SNAP
benefits are so hel pful to our
nei ghbors, especially to our elders
who can purchase with their SNAP
benefits. The seeds, plants, a | ot
of folks don't know this. You can
buy seeds and food plants with
SNAP. Let ne rem nd everybody,
y'all, SNAP was a USDA program
And so, it was set up for farners
to feed their famlies when they
weren't maki ng enough to be able to
do so.

| want to rem nd

everyone it was a program for poor
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farmers originally, which neans
that you can buy seeds and pl ants,
right. So there is an el enent of
sovereignty to it. Let's pronote
that. Sankofa Farm at Bartram
Gardens has been bl essed to be able
to accept SNAP benefits at our
weekly markets for now over a
decade.

Every season we've seen
an increase in the purchases using
SNAP. What once was a little
trickle of users, barely acquainted
with farnmers markets, becane now a
significant part of our farns
earnings. And with these cuts, how
wi |l our people get fresh, |ocal,
heal t hy produce to nourish their
famlies and to continue their
cul tural heritages.

Qur farm has a yearly
Thanksgi vi ng You Pick event where
nei ghbors cone and they can pick

their own holiday greens for a
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small fee, fill up a bag. W' ve
conme to rely on our ability to help
our nei ghbors, especially our
seniors and famlies, purchase the
best quality, chem cal -free produce
for their holiday kitchen. And
now, what |'m prayi ng about is how
we will serve those people in the
next com ng weeks.

We' ve al ready increased
our donations to feeding sites and
we nay have to use sone of our
ear ni ngs at hi gher markets, higher
I nconme markets, to suppl enent our
nei ghbor hood sales. W are | ooking
for solutions right now And if we
can be creative of what little we
have as a small farmin Sout hwest,
| know that you, our city fathers
and nothers, can figure out how to
provi de significant support in the
nost creative and | egal ways
possi bl e.

The drastic, 1 nhunane
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cut to SNAP whil e Washi ngton
Adm ni stration sends billions to
prop up ot her causes in other
countries is an affront to the
dignity, both of our nation in
general and of the working poor,
especially our elders and our young
people. | want to keep the light
on for our elders who keep our
econony goi ng and who absol utely
depend on SNAP funds to eat every
day.

As farmers, we've been
quietly feeding our city for 14
years. And | ask you what would it
take for our city governnent to
fund feeding sites to purchase
heal thy food during this crisis?
What would it take to support our
city's farnmers with reasonably
accessi ble funding to offset
reasonably accessible funding to
of fset the cost of fresh | ocal

produce that we sell? Wat woul d
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it take to provide enpl oynent
opportunities for young famlies to
suppl enent their |ost food funding
and the effects of other cuts that
are on the way? What could it take
to incentivize the mllion and
billion dollar industries that call
Philly honme to help in this effort?
| don't know all the
ways, but | know that we el ected
you in part for your wisdom And
believe in that wisdom so | invite
you all to be courageous in your
wisdom | invite you all also to
t hi nk about the ways that we can
support education. | thank you for
t he words that have cone before
that are speaking to this, because
it remnds ne that all the food in
the world neans nothing if you
don't know how to use it, if you
have been estranged from a
generation or two fromthe kitchen

or fromfresh food.
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So we have to do a
little bit nore than just providing
noney, be it food bucks or other
suppl enents or even just fresh
food. So on behalf of Sankofa
Farnms at Bartrams Garden and the
famlies that we serve, | thank you
for your tinme and your careful
consi derati on about work.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you for your testinony. |
appreciate all of you.

Council President --
just want to acknow edge our
col | eague Counci | renber Driscoll,
who's joined us. He's part of our
comm ttee.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | just want to personally
say | thank all three of you for
your participation on the task
force dedicating your tinme, your
expertise, your information and

nost inportantly, your conmm tnment
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to this issue. So | just want to
publicly acknow edge you.

| knowit's a | ot of
hard work separate fromthe work
that you're doing day in and day
out. And so again, | have to
rem nd everyone who is here, this
is the last panel. W're going to
do public comment. We've been
working on this issue and this is
just sonething we're addressing in
a nonent in tine.

We have to cone up with
a concrete strategy, a long-term
plan to address the issue of food
security. And | thank you for
being a part of that solution and
that process and we will work in
partnership with our Mayor and the
Adm ni stration to make sure we have
a long-termplan to address this
I ssue. Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |

have a question about to Kate
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Col yer about the last mle,
covering the last mle. |'m
wondering if this nodel of covering
the last mle, neaning having an
Uber-1ike resource to deliver food
obvi ates the issue around people
having the ability to cone to
spaces or even the shane associ ated
with having to go to a food bank.
And if there's a relationship with
t hose who have the produce or the
food |ike the Sankofa Farns, is
there a way to actually get it to
peopl e through sort of the system
you nenti oned?

M5. COLYER  Absolutely.
It's a great question and it's what
we do every day. Qur last mle
home delivery work is been truly a
grow ng effort since the pandem c
changed the food system and we
pi voted how we serve our community.

And the exanples that |

gave in the testinony are just a
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smal | sni ppet of the hone delivery
services we already provide. |
think you' re absolutely correct
that one of the biggest barriers to
food security is transportation,
and our pantry systemis doing
their absolute best. But they
sonetinmes operate in hours that
aren't convenient for the famlies
who are working two, three jobs and
need access to that food.

So being able to partner
Wi th even nore organizations
t hrough the amazi ng grant program
that the city just rel eased woul d
be a way we woul d absol utely be
nore than willing, as Food Connect,
to show up in our |ocal food system
here and coordi nate nore hone
del i very.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:  So
you serve 800 famlies, you said
currently?

M5. COLYER That's just
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t hrough one of our partnerships.

W do a lot of -- so we do nunerous
food is nedicine prograns and hone
delivery through that work with

| ots of health care systens here in
the region, Tenple Health, Miin
Line Health, some CHOP prinmary care
sites in the surroundi ng suburban
counties as well as the CHOP food
phar macy program here in the city,
yeabh.

So we have a | ot of
capacity to neet the needs through
honme delivery and do that in a very
I nnovative, creative manner right
now to neet the urgent needs, just
like we did in the early days of
t he pandem c.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD: |
can imgine our city folks who are
di sbursing the noney to be
connected to -- anyway, it can be
done. | want to just tal k about

the prescription -- what did you
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call it, pharmacy?

DR VI RUDACHALAM
Produce prescription?

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Yeah. Wat exactly do you
designate in that prescription?
And woul d a Sankofa Farns be a
pl ace where people would go to get
that or do you give choices, these
are some places you can go to get
this prescription filled basically?

DR VI RUDACHALAM  So
t he produce prescription programis
run by the Food Trust and we
partnered with them And so,
t here's Food Bucks and then Food
Bucks RX is the produce
prescription program And those
can be redeened in |arge part at
all of the places where food bucks
can be redeened. So that would be
many farnmers markets in the region,
sone corner stores, grocery stores.

[t's a w de network.
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COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD:  And
so, that sort of narrows because
It's prescriptive. They have to
get those products, right. So
that's good to know.

And in terns of the
Sankofa Farm M. Bol den- Newsone,
are you connected to sort of an
I nfrastructure of our urban farns
who m ght be all in a space where
iIf we connected in the right way to
create a network where we are
connect ed t hrough maybe Food Tr ust
to spread this at this nonment in
time, are you part of sonething
i ke that or are you operating
I ndependently in terns of whoever
kind of cones and finds you?

MR. BOLDEN- NEWSOME:  No,
woul dn't that be difficult. Well,
" mglad you asked. W are
connected to several networks. O
course, ny coll eagues here at The

Food Trust. W are a |ongstanding
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vendor at The Food Trust and a
participant in many of their
prograns, including the Food Bucks
for many years. | don't think that
|'ve gotten any Prescription RX
yet, but | do know about the
exi stence of the programas well
as -- and | brought a little bit of
SWAG about an organi zation that we
belong to called SWAG which is
Sout hwest and West Agricul tural
G oup. And that's a group, a
collection of farners, city farners
I n West and Sout hwest Phi |l adel phi a
that cone together to go jointly
for resources to share information
as well as education sessions.

And finally, another
network here in the city that we're
connected to is the Black Farners
Mar ket, which is in conjunction
with the Black Farnmers Co-Qp, that
happens on 52nd Street every second
and fourth Saturday.
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COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:

Last question, | know we are
waiting to go to public comment and
anot her hearing is supposed to be
schedul ed here. You nentioned
unfamliarity of people with
heal t hy options, right.

What woul d you from your
perspective -- it's a cultural
shift, it takes tinme. But what are
sone things as we're neeting this
crisis, we can put those things
into action right now, right. What
can we do to start and really
anplify exposing people to
di fferent options and nmaki ng these
foods nore famliar?

MR, BOLDEN- NEWSOVE:
Yeah, absolutely. | nean, | think
certainly we don't have tine to go
into all of the details. One of
the nost inportant of course is
education. You nmentioned it's a

culture shift. It is a culture
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shift. It is a culture shift that
I s addressing previous culture
shift in which we noved away from
real food. Let's just call it real
food, which we noved away fromreal
food to what the expectation is
NOW.

And if the reason that
our young people find the food
nasty -- that's a word we prohibit
by the way. W like themto say |
don't like it or | like it -- it's
because if grow ng up and you've
been addicted to the sweets and the
sugary, you know, Kentucky Fried
Chi cken or McDonal d's, of course
real food is going to taste strange
to you. It is. That's not what
you were nourished on.

So | think starting and
supporting prograns that are doing
on-the-ground education. W do it
t hrough the way that feels nost

inportant to ne. | amfromthe
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M ssissippi Delta originally. |
thank God | grew up wwth a deep and
connected food culture that | took
for granted and even once was
enbarrassed by. Mny of you who
are probably fromother intact food
cultures, immgrant food cultures
m ght be able to sort of relate
with that.

But | took it for
granted and when | cane up here and
saw that it was such a different
story with ny Bl ack brothers and
sisters here in the North having
abandoned their traditional food,
they cane here with traditional
food ways and they | ost them or
gave themup. | don't know what
the story was. | wasn't here.

But what | do know is
that the approach that we use is to
go through we teach fol ks first, we
reacquaint themwth their

traditional foods, which for many
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young Phi | adel phi ans, and that was
a shock to ne that they didn't know
they had a tradition. Well, what's
your traditional food? 1It's
what ever sold at the Chinese
restaurant, right, you know.
That's not your traditional food.
So we go that route.
And we do that by working, you
know, we have sone prograns in
whi ch we've worked in the past that
we worked in schools. W do sort
of an education series during the
wi nter wth young people. W
actually teach themto prepare sone
versions of their traditional food,
give themthe history, give them
t he background and I et them eat.
And | will tell you this
and everybody here has echoed this,
what kids help to prepare, they
wll eat it. | have found that
hands down ny son is 9 years ol d.

O course, he doesn't get nuch of a
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choi ce about what to eat. But in
general, | know that you can tell
the excitenent. It's different
when Bobby makes the food and puts
it out. But if he had anything to
do with it, it's the best thing in
the world. So education and get
them i nvol ved and find creative
ways to do it.

And finally, let's use
our churches and our houses of
faith as well as centers for this.
So the nourishnment is not just
spiritual, but it's nourishnment
that conmes on deep physical |evels
as well too. Lots of solutions.
|'"d love to talk to you about it
sone other tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Wel |, thank you very nuch.

Does anybody el se have
any questions for our |ast panel
her e?

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE: |
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don't want to bel abor the point.
Thank you, Madam Chair. | don't
want to bel abor because we do have
to get off to public coment.

But did you speak -- |
was out at a staff neeting. D d
you speak at all to Reverend Hubert
Brown out of Maryland and what he's
doing as it relates to churches and
provi di ng food and turning them
into places for food nmarkets
considering that's where Bl ack
folks kind of mgrate after on
Sundays? Have you heard about
this? Has there been any
I ntersection with you?

MR. BOLDEN- NEWSQOMVE:
Absol utely, yeah. Reverend Brown
iIs a great friend of mne and a
col | eague, Hubert Brown. Reverend
Hubert Brown is the director of the
Bl ack Church Food Security Network
and | think it's based in the

Bal ti nore area, because that's
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where he's based.

But, yeah, that's
exactly sort of what |I'mtalking
about. They are doing this
I ngeni ous work and they're not
wai ting for the governnent to
support them They're doing this
I ngeni ous wor k of organi zi ng what
Is still one of the nobst inportant
features of Black life, which is
our faith, hands down.

And in that they
recogni ze i ngeniously that the one
sort of guarantee in nost Bl ack
conmmuni ties, the one guaranteed
space where Bl ack people will own
the I and and have control of the
| and, is our churches. And so,
they're starting there and they're
doing that and they're making sure
that every church gets a garden,
right. | think that we can support
that in ways. | think that there's

| ots of different avenues. But
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that's one, yeah.

COUNCI LMAN O ROURKE
Thank you. Thank you very nuch.

Thank you, Madam Chair.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you. | thank the panel for
your testinony.

And now, | guess,

M. Sham we are going to go into
our public neeting. |If you would
pl ease announce that.

THE CLERK: Yes. W
have Liz Hagedorn, John Roesser and
Gregory Hol st on.

(Wt nesses approached
W tness table.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Good afternoon. Thank you for your
pati ence. Just in the interest of
time, could we |imt it totwo to
three mnutes and we only have two
so | was going to say two, but
let's nmake it three. And pl ease

state your nanme and proceed with

Page 314

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Health and Human Services

your testinony.

MR ROESSER [|'Il be
brief.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you.

MR. RCESSER. My nane is
John Roesser. |'mthe Ceneral
Manager of Weaver's Way Co-Op. W
operate grocery stores in Munt
Airy, Chestnut H |l and Germant own
and the seasonal farm market in
Roxborough. Thanks for giving ne
the opportunity to speak with you.

The human inpact of the
SNAP benefits stoppage is the nost
critical issue here. W know that.
And it's deserving of our forenost
attention. But | would like to
al so express how grocers throughout
the country are being harned,
what ever its fl aws.

SNAP is an efficient way
of using our existing food

infrastructure to get food into the
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hands of people in need. G&Gocers
base their inventory purchases,
staffing levels and retail spaces
around anti ci pated custoner demand
In every community throughout the
country. That demand is partly
based on SNAP purchases and sone
Phi | adel phi a' s nei ghborhood grocers
rely on SNAP custoners for nore
than 50% of their total sales.

Most of these grocers
are smal |l i ndependent businesses.
The longer this crisis |asts, the
nore |likely those grocers may be
forced to lay off staff or reduce
hours of operation or perhaps go
out of business. Anyone who cl ains
that they are pro-business, anyone
who clains that they are pro-jobs
shoul d be outraged that SNAP
benefits have been stopped at
Weaver's Way.

W have responded to

this crisis by leaning into our
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community ownership nodel. W have
created a cooperative food fund and
we have asked our nenbers who can
to make nodest donations to the
fund, donations that will then go
to support their fell ow nenbers who
have been negatively i npacted by
the federal governnent shutdown,
whet her SNAP reci pients or

ot herw se.

Since we | aunched this
fund | ast Thursday, over 1000 of
our nmenbers have donated just over
$125, 000 which will allow us to
provide food credits to our nenbers
in need for at |east the next four
weeks. And I'mconfident if the
crisis continues, that our nenbers
wll continue to step up.

W have been touched by
the generosity of our fell ow
Phi | adel phi ans and we really do see
this as an opportunity for us to

cone together as a conmmunity.

Page 317

888-893-3767 Lexitas operates in all 50 states and is licensed where required.
www.lexitaslegal.com Nevada Registration #116F. California Firm Registration #179

LEXITAS




© 00 N o o b~ w NPk

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © W N O 0o M W N P O

Committee on Public Health and Human Services

Thank you for your tine.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHVAD:
Thank you so nuch.

Pl ease state your nane
and proceed with your testinony.

REV. HOLSTON: My nane
IS Reverend Gregory Holston. | am
t he Executive Director of Just
Nation and a part of the Coalition
to Defend Denocracy. That
coalition is made up about 20
di fferent organi zations, unions,
nei ghbor hood groups. And we've
been doing town halls actually
before the | ast el ection on Project
2025 and town hal |l s since.

Qur last town hall we
spent the whole tine tal ki ng about
food stanps basically. The
nei ghbor hood and the communities, |
know you tal ked about the |ines you
saw, but the enptional stress that
this is causing our community and

our city, the inpact of it cannot
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be neasured.

There are people right
now who are hungry. As a pastor,
| ' ve pastored churches where we've
done food prograns and | knew on a
Wednesday ni ght or Sunday norning
that if we weren't there with food,
they would not eat that day. And
t hat was when we had enough food
stanps in the SNAP program

What |'ve heard from
everybody here is that none of the
solutions listed here can fill this
gap and | want to push back on
that. | want to push back on that
because | think even the
Adm ni stration said the paynents of
SNAP in the city of Philadelphiais
about $93 million a nonth to our
nearly 500,000 residents. $93
mllion and our budget is 7 billion
and we have a $1.2 billion surplus
and we have a reserve of $100

mllion that is available to us.
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| don't understand when
the city says there's nothing we
can do when | hear those nunbers
and | know people are going to be
hungry, children are going to die
because we' re not doi ng enough.
What is a reserve for?

| think the Council
President said it hinself, if this
Is not a rainy day, what the heck
is. Wiy can't we do what was
suggested. Take that 100
mllion -- and | heard this part
earlier today which | thought was
an incredible idea -- put it on
gift cards, give it to folk, |et
themgo to the grocery store and
buy the food |ike they al ways
bought it so that they can eat and
al so our econony, as this brother
just said, wll still prosper.

There are stores that
have such a small nmargin that they

will close if we don't do sonething
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to put noney in the hands of people
who go there all the tinme. This is
not just a noral issue. This is
not just a justice issue. This is
pl ain economcs. Not to do this,
not to take that $100 million
reserve, not to take whatever
addi ti onal hundreds of mllions we
have and use it for this, it hurts
the city economcally. People wll
| ose their jobs. Those
supermar kets, those grocery store
peopl e, folk who many are formally
convicted or formally incarcerated
have cone hone and work in those
supermarkets, they're going to |ose
their job over this. So why is not
t he outrage here and why aren't we
pulling every resource we have to
neet the chall enge.

Now, | know this is city
governnment and it's hard soneti nes
to actually think really way out of

the box. W kind of just go back
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to the regular stuff we do, but
sone of y'all got sone practice out
of thinking out of the box because
you had to deal wth a pandem c
whi ch made you do stuff you never
t hought you woul d do before. This
I's one of those tines.

W are faced wth a man
I n Washington that is different
t han anybody el se we've ever faced,
and it's causing you guys as
| eaders to have to think conpletely
differently than you ever heard
before. | know sonme financi al
expert wll say to you, well,
that's not fiscally responsible.
What -- | can't think like that.
Cannot think like that. W got too
much to | ose here. W got too nuch
to lose. W got lives to | ose.

The [ ast point | nust
say and go to the economcs. For
every dollar you put in food

stanps, you get $1.50 back in the
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in the GP, the gross product of
that city. You put 100 mllion in
for one nonth, you'll get 150
mllion back through all the stores
from everybody who touches a
dol | ar.

And even nore so for
every child you spend a dollar on,
for the life of that child, you get
$62 back. Not only is it noral,
it's right, it's just. Not only is
it economcal, it makes absol ute
sense.

And so, | need for y'all
to have sone courage, thinking out
the box, whatever we can do in the
faith conmmunity and these
organi zations | represent to be an
encouragenent to you. | know you
have nmet difficult challenges in
the past. You can neet this
chal | enge today by spending the
dol l ars you have now and trusting

that you'll get themall back and
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nore because you're investing in
our children and in our people.
Thank you so nuch.

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | think that's great too.
| do want to add | did see
sonet hing that was great that the
faith-based community did, | think
Dr. Jamal Bryant. He told people
as opposed to bringi ng noney and
tithes to his church, to bring food
because it was a nonent for
everybody across this nation to
step up to the plate.

| just thought that was
obviously -- | think that was a
great initiative of the faith-based
community that I'd be willing to
partner with rather it's the Bl ack
clergy, rather it's PONER to do
such an initiative and we'll do our
part on our end as well to advocate

and be bold. And | appreciate you
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al ways pushing us to think outside
the box and go even harder and do
nore than what we can do,
particularly during this nmonent in
ti me because everybody deserves to
have an opportunity to go to bed
with a full belly. Appreciate that
very well.

REV. HOLSTON:
Absolutely. | just want to just
remark on that real quick. @G ving
food is inportant. | don't want to
dimnish it, but we have a system
set up and putting dollars in the
hands of people so they can go to
the grocery store and buy the
products in that store is the noney
train. It is the noney cycle that
happens to keep jobs in our
communi ty.

And so, | appreciate all
the work we're doing when trying to
work with those peopl e who push out

the food. W got to keep that
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system goi ng. Because if that
system doesn't go, people |ose jobs
permanently. Stuff shuts down.
Commercial corridors shut down
because there's no dollar.

| pastored on the corner
of Germantown and Broad Street and
| was a pastor there, and they
talked all the tinme about there's
not enough dollars in our community
to be able to sustain their
busi nesses. They depend on fol k
getting food stanps. All the jobs
on that conmmercial corridor depend
on people getting food stanps. |If
they're not getting it, that
corridor closes down.

And so, |'mjust saying
y'all got to just think a little
broader about this. This is big
stuff when you take that nmuch noney
out of poor nei ghborhoods each and
every nonth. And the final piece,

| just wanted to say again -- |
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know | got a final piece all the
time, but 12 years ago a group that
| was a part of called POAER cane
here and pushed for $10.88 sal ary
for those contracted workers here
in the city and was told that

coul dn't happen.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHANSON:  We did 15.

REV. HOLSTON: Then
three years ago, we cane back and
we did 15. And I'mso glad you
stood with us on that vote,
Counci | person. And we said then
that one of the reasons we had to
go to 15 is because their salaries
have to be hi gher because food
stanps i s subsidizi ng busi nesses
fromnot paying the salary they're
supposed to pay. |f they paid what
t hey were supposed to pay, we
woul dn't need the food stanps.

So |I'm pushing you this

time on one other part of that, a
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big junmp. Go to $25. Go to every
contracted city worker has to have
at | east $25 an hour. That ripple
effect wll affect all of these
busi nesses, all of the groups that
are fighting for good | abor
contracts right now, affect all of
them so that they won't have to get
food stanps in the first place. |If
you want a long-term solution, pay
people a fair wage and you get a
| ong-term sol ution.

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
That's right. But listen, thank
you. You're echoi ng what we have
been sayi ng about we shoul d not
have to do any of this because
peopl e shoul d have the agency to
drive their own destiny, which
nmeans they have a |iving wage for
what they do.

But | wanted to point
out sonething that you nenti oned,

the stress of this tine. There's a
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price you pay in your health

out cones when you have stress |ike
this. W had our physicians panel
alittle mnute ago. That costs
us. |If you don't care about

peopl e's health, okay. But it
costs us to have to take care of

t hose health outcones that happen
because of the stress we are
putting peopl e under.

To have a famly or a
not her or a father not be able to
feed their children is the worst
feeling in the world when you're a
parent. And |'msaying that this
is a nonent | hear you, that we
need to be creative, think outside
the box. W' ve already tal ked of
ways to connect all the dots, to
take out the bureaucracy and j ust
put noney in people's hands.

| mean, that is the
sinpl est solution instead of going

through all these things. And we
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know how to do it. Qur
Comm ssioner just told us she gives
gift cards. Just sinple,
straightforward. Wile we're doing
all these other things and
education and information, yes, we
should do all of those things. But
ri ght now we can solve this
i mediately with a gift card to
t hose who need it.

So thank you all for
your testinony.

REV. HOLSTON: Thank
you.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Thank you to everyone. Do we have
any other questions for our public
conment er s?

(No response.)

COUNCI LWOVAN AHVAD:
Thank you again, and | thank
everybody for being so patient
sitting through this because people

who are not here, who are actually
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hungry are watching us to say what
are we going to do, who cares about
us.

You sitting here is
show ng that you actually care
about soneone el se. Because nost
people in here have the ability to
feed thensel ves, but there are
peopl e who are watching us, who are
listening to say what are we goi ng
to do to give a helping hand in a
time of crisis.

So | appreciate all of
you and we are not going to allow
this to be normalized. Hunger
shoul d not be nornmalized and we are
going to do what we need to do.

Fi ght how we have to fight.

Qobvi ously, we have to work across
our | egislative and executive
branch to make sure that we are
able to deliver for Philadel phians.

But | thank all of you

for being here. Stay tuned. W
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have work to do. And hopefully,
we'll be able to conme back and give
you updates on what how we're going
to proceed on things. So with
t hat --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | got a questi on.

COUNCI LWOVAN  AHMAD:
Yes.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: | just want to thank
Madam Chair. Can we give her a
round of appl ause --

( Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT
JOHNSON: -- for stepping up in
this space. Dr. Nina Ahmad is the
Chair of our Health and Human
Services Conmittee. And so,
al though we're addressing this
Issue in this nonent in tinme, she's
been on the case, as ny nentor
Hardy WIllians woul d say, from day

one on this particular topic.
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Al'so, | just want to
acknow edge our Mayor Cherelle
Par ker and her team And al t hough
| know that we can do nore, | still
want to acknow edge them for their
| eadership and still stepping up to
the plate and addressing this issue
conprehensively, rather it's
I ndi vi dual s who are being
furl oughed, rather it's addressing
the food bank, rather it's giving
DHS $1 nillion to put nobney
directly in people's hands. | do
thank you all for taking a
conpr ehensi ve approach and sayi ng
here's how we're going to at |east
stop what we're doing, do an
Executive Order within 24 hours to
at least get this process noving in
the right direction. And as
menbers of Council and the
| egi sl ative branch, we w |l exam ne
and | ook at how we can take it even

further as we decide to nove
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Page 334
forward. Thank you very much.
(Appl ause.)
COUNCI LWOMAN AHVAD: And
t hank you to Council President for
convening this. This was his bill.
This was his bill that we
I ntroduced and this is the result
of that.
So this concl udes the
busi ness before the Commttee on
Public Health and Human Servi ces
today. Thank you very nuch for
your attendance. Thank you.
(Commttee on Public
Heal t h and Human Servi ces concl uded
at 3:15 p.m)
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|, hereby certify that the proceedi ngs
and evi dence noted are contained fully and
accurately in the stenographi c notes taken by
me in the foregoing matter, and that this is a

correct transcript of the sane.

TANEHA CARROLL
Court Reporter - Notary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sane by any neans, unl ess under the
direct control and/or supervision of the

certifying reporter.)
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