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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
very much. Today is Thursday, May 19th
and our Commttee on Licenses and
| nspections. Good afternoon.

Before we begin the public
hearing, | will nmake the follow ng
announcenent :

Due to the continuing threat of
public health from COvVID-19, Gty Council
commttees are currently being held
renotely. W are using Mcrosoft Teans
to make those renote hearings possi bl e.
| nstructions for how the public may view
and offer public testinony at public
heari ngs of Council commttees are
i ncluded in the public hearing notices
that are published in the Daily News,
| nquirer, and Legal Intelligencer prior
to the hearings, and can al so be found on
PHLCounci | . com

| now note that the hour has
cone. M. MMnagle, wll you please
call the roll to take attendance. For
menbers in attendance, please indicate
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
your nane and say you are present. Thank
you.

THE CLERK: Good afternoon.
Counci | man Donb.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB:  Good
afternoon, M. Chair and Sean and
col | eagues. Present.

THE CLERK: Counci | wonman
G | nore Richardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Good
afternoon, M. Chair and colleagues. [|'m
present .

THE CLERK: Council man Johnson.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci |l mran Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Good
afternoon, M. Chair, coll eagues, and
Phi | adel phia. |'m present.

THE CLERK: Council man Ch.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: And Counci | man
Squi I | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
af t ernoon, everyone. Present. Thank

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
you.

A quorum of the Commttee is
present and the hearing is now called to
order. This is a public hearing on the
Comm ttee of License and | nspections
regarding Bills No. 210677, 210740,
220110, and 220221.

|'"d like to note that Bill No.
220115 is being held at the sponsor's
request and wll be requested at the call
of the Chair.

M. MMonagl e, can you pl ease
read the titles of the bills.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 210677,
anending Title 4 of The Phil adel phi a
Code, entitled "The Phil adel phia Buil di ng
Construction and Cccupancy Code," by
nodi fyi ng when notice nust be given
regardi ng denolitions; all under certain
terms and conditions; and

Bill No. 210740, anendi ng
Chapter 9-1000 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Trades," and Chapter 9-3000,
entitled "Sheet Metal Technician", to
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
create a |icense requirenent for
Mechani cal System Contractors and to
nodi fy |Iicensing requirenents applicable
to Sheet Metal Systens Technicians; all
under certain terns and conditions; and

Bill No. 220110, amendi ng
Section A-303 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Denolition and Rel ocation of
Structures," to add additi onal
requi renents for the issuance of
denplition permts for structures
currently or previously used as religious
facilities; all under certain terns and
condi ti ons; and

Bill No. 220221, anending Title
4 of The Phil adel phia Code ("The
Phi | adel phi a Buil ding Construction and
Cccupancy Code") by revising Section
PM 202 of Subcode PM entitled "General
Definitions", to revise definitions
related to drinking fountains and water
di spensers; and revising Section PM502.6
of Subcode PM entitled "Schools", to add
provisions related to drinking facilities

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
i n schools and requiring filtration
systens; all under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. MMonagl e.

Invited to the neeting to
testify, all those who will be testifying
shoul d be aware that this public hearing
i s being recorded. Because the hearing
I's public, participants and vi ewers have
no reasonabl e expectation of privacy. By
continuing to be in the neeting, you are
consenting to being recorded.

Additionally, prior to
recogni zi ng nenbers for the questions or
coments they have for the w tnesses, |
will note for the record at this tine
that we will use the Chat future
avail able in Mcrosoft Teans to all ow
menbers to signify that they wish to be
recogni zed. In order to conply with the
Sunshine Act, the Chat feature nust only
be used for this purpose.

M. MMnagle, wll you please
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.

call the panel we have to testify for the
first bill.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease have
Sarah Adano, Eloise Young, and then
Thaddeus S. Taylor on Bill No. 210677.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
so nuch.

| f you are connected, Sarah,
we'll start with you. Just state your
name for the record and proceed wth your
t esti nony.

M5. ADAMO. Good afternoon,
Chai rperson Squilla and nenbers of the
Comm ttee of Licenses and | nspections.
My nane is Sarah Adanpo and | amthe
Legi sl ative Affairs Manager of the
Departnent of Licenses and | nspecti ons.
| am here to provide testinony on Bill
No. 210677, which, if enacted, wll anmend
Title 4 of The Philadelphia -- |'msorry.
Am | on the correct one? Yes, | am
Sorry. VWhich will anmend Title 4 of The
Phi | adel phia Code, entitled "The
Phi | adel phi a Buil ding Construction and
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.

Cccupancy Code," by nodi fyi ng when notice
must be given regarding denolitions; all
under certain terns and conditi ons.

| f enacted, the bill wll
nodi fy the existing notification policies
related to denolition pernmts issued by
t he Departnent of Licenses and
| nspecti ons.

Currently, the Depart nment
notifies all properties |ocated wthin a
100 foot radius of the subject property.
This bill would change the radius of
notification from 100 feet to 250 feet
and add the Council nenber whose district
| ncl udes the property and any Regi stered
Communi ty Organi zati ons, the registered
boundari es of which include the property
to be notified.

The Departnent of Licenses and
| nspecti ons does not oppose this bill and
IS prepared to enforce its provision
should it becone | aw.

Thank you for the opportunity
to provide the Departnent's testinony. |

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
am happy to answer questions at this

tinme.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Counci | renber Jones, | don't know if you
wanted to have a question there. It

| ooks |i ke you were reaching for the
unnute. So pl ease --

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. Chairman.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: - -
pr oceed.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: That is
correct. You saw ny body | anguage.

First of all, M. Chairnman,
t hank you for the opportunity to say a
f ew wor ds.

| want to thank the Depart nent
of L& for considering this bill. |
recogni ze clearly that it has nonetary
consequences to it and am t hankful that
they're willing to err on the side of
notification as opposed to cost
consi derati ons.

Let nme briefly tell you why

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
this bill and the bill on churches and
historic structures are together.

As a Counci |l person, you think
you can involve yourself and inpact all
sorts and manner of things. | was
hunbl ed about a year ago when an
I nstitution that wanted to nodify a
church for legitimte purposes decided to
do so but not involve the community, not
adequately notify the community about
denolition, and by the tine,

M. Chairman, | got wnd of how this was
occurring in a significant community, it
was too | ate.

| never felt so powerless to be
able to inpact the quality of life for
community residents. And that church
facility, people, | had to listen to
stories, and was glad to listen to them
about how their parents were married in
that church or how they were chri stened
in that church or how they had sunmer
canp. And not only was that building
significant by way of their history, but

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
architecturally if you |l ook at sone of
these buildings all around the Cty,
South Philly, Germantown, Northeast, and
West Philly, you'll find these structures
that are irreplaceable. |If we were to
try to build them under today's dollars,
It woul d not work.

So we need to better notify
community groups. W need to better
noti fy adjacent residents. Wen you
t hi nk about 100 feet, that's not a bl ock.
It's not even a half a block in sone
cases. So to expand the notification
radius | think is the right thing to do,
and as inportantly, you give the
community opportunity to weigh in on
deci sions of denolition in the
communities in which they lived in,
things |i ke safety plans, does this
bui | di ng have asbestos, have we observed
the safety plan, when will the denolition
begin, when wll it end, wll it require
me noving ny car. So sinple
notifications that could nean so nuch.

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Counci | renber, for bringing this to us.
It's very inportant, and every district
t hroughout the City is dealing with the
sane type of issues, and it's so
| nportant to do this and, as you all see,
sonme nore checks and bal ances for sone of
t he damages that even denolition has done
to adj acent properties. So we appreciate
this | egislation.

And, M. MMnagle -- are there
any ot her questions from any ot her
menbers to L&, Sarah?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Seei ng
none, M. MNMbnagle, can you call the
next person to testify?

THE CLERK: Yes.

Can we pl ease have El oi se
Young.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  El oi se,
great to see you. Just state your nane
for the record and then you can proceed

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
with your testinony.

M5. YOUNG M nane is Eloise
Young and | amthe RCO facilitator for
HMC Squared Community Association. |'m
here to speak in support of Bills 210677
and 220110. As Counci |l menber Jones sai d,
t hey are together.

Every tinme | pass a gaping hole
at 63rd and Callowhill, | sadly renenber
the denolition of the Qur Lady of the
Rosary Church building |ast year, a case
study in what not to do. Wen comunity
menber Christopher Daniels first reached
out to our RCO, | honestly had no
personal position on it, but as |I went
door to door with him it really struck
me that people who live very close to
that building had no idea that it was
going to be denolished. And standing on
their porches, | noted the age and
fragile condition of many of their hones.

Total strangers shared very
personal stories about weddi ngs,
funerals, tinmes of crisis.

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.

Now, make no m stake, they
weren't all in favor of saving the
bui | di ng, but they needed to be heard to
get that story out of their consciousness
and into ours.

It really made ne reflect on
the fact that places of worship are
speci al buildings that help transform
bl ocks into communities, and | becane
outraged by the disrespect of that
process.

Now, whether the ultimte
decision is to keep or to denolish a
bui | di ng, engaging the community enpowers
its nost inportant stakehol ders, the
nei ghbors, who will be there long after
t he project has ended.

| thank Council nmenber Curtis
Jones, his team and his col | eagues for
| ntroduci ng and urge the rest of Council
to please vote to pass Bills 210677 and
220110.

Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
so much, Eloise, for your testinony.
Great job. Mich appreci at ed.

| f there are any questions. |If
not, we'll nove on to the next testifier.

Sean, please read the nane.

THE CLERK: Can we pl ease have
Thaddeus Tayl or.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thad, j ust
state your nane for the record and then
you can proceed with your testinony.

REVEREND TAYLOR: Ckay. Thank
you. | was having difficulties unnuting
nysel f.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: W hear
you fi ne.

REVEREND TAYLOR: Geat. M
nane i s Thaddeus Tayl or, Reverend
Thaddeus Taylor, and | amthe Executive
Director of Celebration Christian
Services and the Pastor of Cel ebration
Christian Worship Center. |'min support
of Bills 220110 and 210677. Both deal
with public notification of communities
of properties being denolished and

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
rel ocat ed.

Wiy are we in support? W
bel i eve nei ghbors nost inpacted with a
cl ear need of notification should be
cont act ed about the denolition and
renoval of properties, because it inpacts
themin nost terns such as structural
integrity, safety, tax values, and
property usages.

We believe also that people in
the community need a chance to determ ne,
| f possible, an alternative to denvolition
i f that alternative can be obtai ned.

In Bill 220110, structures who
have previous religious use, obviously as
a pastor I'mvery concerned. | heard it
menti oned the one on 63rd and Call owhill.
It's just so interesting that | was
actually trying to get that property,
only to find out it was being denolished.
Ckay?

Because of not only their
hi storical value but buildings |ike that
serve a purpose in the conmmunity that

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
al | eviates vi ol ence and ot her service by
filling gaps. That notification allows
anot her religious organization, such as
mne, to step in to continue that sane
val uabl e community servi ce.

Finally, the proposed
notification requirenents we believe is
i n keeping with other notices such as
when you have a block party, when you're
doi ng ot her special events, zoning
changes, and other activities all
i nvol ving notification of neighbors.

So, again, we urge Cty Council
to pass this bill. Gve us a shot at
sone of these properties that we could
use themand maintain themin our own
communi ti es.

Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
so nmuch for your testinony. Really
appreci ate that.

Are there any questions?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Heari ng

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.

none, thank you for your testinony.

Sean, is there anybody else to
testify on this bill?

THE CLERK: No, M. Chairnman.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al right.
Can we pl ease have the next group to
testify.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 210740,
can we pl ease have Sarah Adano.

M5. ADAMO  (Good afternoon,
Chai rperson Squilla and nenbers of the
Li censes and I nspections Commttee. M
nanme is Sarah Adano and | amthe
Legi sl ative Affairs Manager of the
Depart nent of Licenses and | nspections.
| am here to provide testinony on Bill
No. 210740, which, if enacted, wll anend
Chapter 9-1000 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Trades," and Chapter 9-3000,
entitled "Sheet Metal Technician," to
create a |icense requirenent for
Mechani cal System Contractors and to
nodi fy |icensing requirenents applicable
to Sheet Metal Systens Technicians; all

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
under certain terns and conditi ons.

Based on the proposed
amendnent, this bill would renove the
requi renent for individuals who
successfully conplete a regi stered sheet
met al apprenticeship programto al so take
an exam nation in order to obtain a sheet
netal systemtechnician certificate.
| nstead they will only need to provide
proof that they successfully conpleted an
apprentice program

The second option for obtaining
a sheet netal systens technician
certificate is unchanged. An individual
can submt proof that they neet the
qualifications for reciprocity.

The Departnent has no objection
to this bill as it is proposed to be
anended and is prepared to enforce its
provi sion should it becone | aw.

Thank you for the opportunity
to provide the Departnent's testinony. |
am happy to answer questions at this
time.

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Sar ah.

| don't see any questions out
there and as you're testifying on the
bill as anended.

| s there anybody with any
guestions for Sarah?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Seei ng
none - -

COUNCI LMAN DOVB:  Counci | man, |
do have a question. |'msorry.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Ckay. o
ahead. Counci |l nenber Donb.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB: Thank you.
Thank you, M. Chair.

Thank you, Sarah. | guess in
this bill, I just want to nmake sure |
understand it. This is on 210740. In
Section 9-3006 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
there's a reciprocity clause that all ows
t hose from other states who neet
standards equal to or greater than those
established in this Chapter to apply for

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
the sheet netal technician |license and
recei ve approvals.

Can you explain to ne the
di fferences between what New Jersey,

Del aware, and New York are required to do
in order to neet their state requirenents
and how they conpare to what we're asking
| ocal sheet netal workers to do either

t hrough state requirenents or | ocal

requi renents. And | say that because |
want to be sure that there's true

reci procity here and everyone is playing
on the sane field with the sane rules.

M5. ADAMO |'mnot famliar
with the individual requirenents of those
different jurisdictions, but | know that
they are reviewed on a case-by-case
basis. As applications are submtted, we
woul d review, you know, whether it was a
state or local licensing requirenent, we
woul d revi ew what types of things are
required to obtain their license and see
how t hey conpare to our requirenents.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB: |s that

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
sonet hi ng you can check on and | et us
know?

M5. ADAMO  Sure. \Wat were
the different jurisdictions that you
ment i oned?

COUNCI LMAN DOVB:  Just New
Jersey, Del aware, and New YorK.

M5. ADAMO  Ckay. Sure. Yes.
| can |l ook into that and |let you know.

COUNCI LMAN DOMB:  So | do have
anot her question on this bill and, that
s, in Section 9-3005, again, on the
sheet netal systens apprentice pernmts,
it stipulates in Section 2 in order to
receive an apprentice pernmt, the
applicant nust be enrolled in a
regi stered sheet netal technician
apprenti ce program

Can you ki nd of describe what
the word "enroll ed" versus "partici pates"”
neans to the Departnment of L& when
reviewi ng the permt applications?

M5. ADAMO So currently the
| egi sl ati on does say "enrolled," so we

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.

have not consi dered what the difference
would be if it were changed to
"participates.” If that were proposed,
we would have to review that with Law to
determ ne how we woul d review that, but
right nowit's a state requirenent. |
believe the state uses the word
"registered,” so if you're -- if you're
regi stered in an apprentice program we
consider you to be enrolled in that
program

COUNCI LMAN DOVB: (Okay. Last
gquestion for you, Sarah, at |east for
now. It's ny understanding the
Pennsyl vani a Code requires 576 classroom
hours for any registered apprenticeship
program but | think The Phil adel phi a
Code requires 800 classroom hours. |
couldn't find it this norning in the
Code, but could you describe why there's
a difference in requirenents between what
the state requires and what we're
requiring for classroom hours?

MS. ADAMO. So you are correct.

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
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The state does require 576, whereas The
Phi | adel phi a Code requires 800. |
believe that that requirenent was put in,
| believe, sonewhere around 2006. So |I'm
not famliar with where the 800 cane
from but it is in the Code, and that's
how we've currently enforced it as a nore
stringent requirenent than the state
currently has.

COUNCI LMAN DOMVB:  Woul d it nake
sense for us to look at adjusting this in
the future?

M5. ADAMO |'m happy to
di scuss it, yeah. | don't -- | would
| i ke to know why the requirenent is
di fferent before, you know, saying that
we woul d accept a | ower requirenent, but
we're happy to talk about it.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB: But if the
state requires 576 and we require 800, |
guess ny question is why.

M5. ADAMO Right. | can |ook
into that and see what | can find for
you.
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COUNCI LMAN DOVB: Gkay. Thank
you so much. Thank you. Thank you,

Sar ah.

Thank you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Counci | menber .

Seei ng no other questions --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: M. Chair,
this is Council man Johnson. | just want
to say |'m present.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Counci | man Johnson. For the record --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: | just
want to acknow edge |I' m present.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank vyou,
Counci | man Johnson. You are recorded as
bei ng present for the hearing.

M. MMonagl e, can you pl ease
read the next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Yes.

Can we pl ease have Brian Bush,
pl ease.

MR. BUSH Yes. |I'mhere. Can
you hear and see ne?
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yes,

Brian. You sound good. Just state your
name for the record and proceed with your
t esti nony.

MR BUSH My nane is Brian J.
Bush. | amthe Assistant Business
Manager, Financial Secretary wth Sheet
Metal Workers Local 19.

So just to start off, good
afternoon. | would like to thank Chair
Squilla and the rest of the Commttee for
allowng ne the tine and opportunity to
speak today on today's matter.

We have -- here at Local 19, we
represent over 4,300 skilled and
certified workers throughout the
tri-state area - Pennsyl vani a, New
Jersey, and Del aware. W provide the
hi ghest quality craftspeople for
residential, comercial, and industri al
sheet netal. Qur nenbers are highly
trai ned professionals with the know edge
and skills to provide top-quality
craf t smanshi p.
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When workers join our ranks,
it's not only a career, they receive fair
pay, great healthcare, retirenent
benefits, wth the best safety skills and
trai ning throughout the industry.

Sheet Metal Workers Local 19 is
i n favor of anending the standards for
attaining the sheet netal technician's
|icense for the Gty of Phil adel phia and
we have worked with multiple stakehol ders
on this |legislation.

Whil e we have worked with
everybody to find a fair bal ance, not
i ncl uded today is a m nor change
pertaining to just sone definition
| anguage that we asked to be incl uded.
The sponsor of the legislation has told
us that this issue should be resol ved,
and we | ook forward to that |anguage
bei ng added by a fl oor anendnment when
this bill is up for its second reading
and final passage.

So the reason for anending the
standards for the license is, it's to

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622




LI C/' | NSP 28
5/ 19/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
create a clearer path for qualified
i ndi viduals. Many workers in the sheet
netal trade have decades of experience
and have attained their journey person
certification through a registered
apprenticeship program They worked a
| ot of hours and received the necessary
cl assroominstruction to performtheir
craft at the highest skill level wthin
the Gty limts.

Thi s anmendnent ensures
qual ified workers are able to receive the
| i cense whil e renoving sone of the
roadbl ocks and law currently -- the | aw
currently has in place. Under those
proposed standards, workers would have to
submt proof that they have graduated
fromor are currently enrolled in a
regi stered sheet netal apprenticeship
program whi ch is recogni zed by the
Commonweal th or the U. S. Departnent of
Labor .
Currently in the Commonweal t h

of Pennsylvania, there are roughly 550 or
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So regi stered apprenticeship prograns, so
this is not by any neans neant to hi nder
access to this license. |It's just to
ensure that the qualified individuals are
able to obtain it.

By follow ng this professional
| icensure to be in the hands of workers
who have been through a registered
apprenticeship program you would be
ensuring that the sheet netal work being
perfornmed within the Gty is being done
so by the highest skilled workers who
wi Il deliver the best product possible
and who al so possess up-to-date safety
training to protect thenselves, other
wor kers, and the public at-Iarge.

| ask that the Commttee pass
this bill as anended today and allow it
to go to the full Cty Council for
consi derati on.

Thank you very nuch.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Bri an,

t hank you so nmuch for your testinony and
appreci ate your input.
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Are there any questions from
any nmenbers of Council ?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:

M. Chairman, if | coul d.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Sure.
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: How nmany
tradespersons would this nodification
positively inpact?

MR BUSH Well, | would say
hundreds. Hundreds of them | think it
woul d really inpact. And when you say
tradespeople, that's fromall wal ks of
|ife, as long as they have -- you know,
t hey possess the skills and they were
part of a registered apprenticeship
program

And just I'd like to add --
know a coupl e of the questions that
Counci | man Donb had asked earlier. The
576 hours, that's m ninum because it's
actually wthin our apprenticeship
program it's 144 hours per year m ninum
So we actually train -- it's probably
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1, 000, 1,000 hours throughout our
apprenticeship. So that's how it
actually reads is 576 m ni mal hours.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. Chairman.

MR BUSH  And just, you know,

for New Jersey and Del aware, because
Local 19 covers the tri-state area -- we
don't cover New York -- it is the sane in
all three states. As a matter of fact,
i n New Jersey, there's actually sonething
called an HVAC-R license that individuals
have to have in order to just get permts
for certain duct work projects or HVAC

And | think your other question
was enrolled or participates. | think
t he | anguage i s stronger as | ong as
you're enrolled in a program because if
anybody said that they just partici pated,
t hen, you know, they could have
participated in, you know, nmaybe a couple
weeks of the registered apprenticeship
program and maybe it wasn't for them and,
you know, that they just got out of it.
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So for soneone to just participate, they
woul dn't really hold, you know, the
correct skills and know edge of the trade
in order to receive the license.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Just for the
record, M. Chairnman, post-COvVID, HVAC
systens have evolved to deal wth
filtration to protect people, and it's
| nportant that our |abor force be
mai ntained and it's just -- COVID just
exposed so nmany different reasons why we
need to constantly evolve in our skills
| abor force so that we can address sone
of the issues that are inpacting our
heal t h.

So thank you to the author of
this | egislation.

Thank you, M. Chairnman.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Counci | renber. Thank you, Counci | nenber
Jones.

And | know -- Counci | menber
G |l nore R chardson, did you have a
guesti on?
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COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: |
have a qui ck coment, M. Chair.
First --

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Pl ease
pr oceed.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you. Thank you so nuch, M. Chair, and
t hank you to the sponsor of this
| egi sl ati on.

| just wanted to thank Brian
for his testinony and thank the Sheet
Metal Workers for all the work they do.
| had an opportunity to visit the
training facility earlier this week, and
| can tell you not just fromthat visit
but fromthe work we have done over the
| ast three years together to ensure that
we are exposing young peopl e and
| ndi vi dual s who seek to change their
profession to careers in the trades, that
it is a high quality of work that the
Sheet Metal Workers are doing. It's very
techni cal work.

| was in every part of the
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training facility, thanks to Joe and to
Todd and to Gary, and | can tell you that
we want to ensure we are working with
regi stered apprenticeship prograns either
by the U S. Departnent of Labor or by a
state agency to ensure safety in all of
t hese projects, and our coll eague
Counci | menber Jones tal ked about it, as
how HVAC systens are really evol ving and
air filtration systens in buildings to
ensure safety for the workforce that's
actually working in these buildings and
facilities that the Sheet Metal Wrkers
and ot hers are working on.

So | just wanted to offer those
comrents, thank Brian for his testinony
and all the sheet netal workers for their
work, and | would highly, highly advise
all of our colleagues to do the tour of
the training facility and talk to sone
apprentices. W had them on our Labor
Friday program a couple weeks ago. One
of the apprentices, Wlliam Giffin, he
actually introduced the Vice President
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when she was here a few weeks ago, and he
t al ked about how being enrolled in this
regi stered apprenticeshi p program has
changed the trajectory of his life and
has provided himand his famly with a
fam | y-supporting and sustai ni ng wage.

So I'm honored to be at this
hearing today and to vote in support of
this legislation. | just wanted to get
t hose comments on the record.

Thank you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank vyou,
Counci | mrenber G Il nore R chardson. Very
wel |l said. Mich appreciated.

Counci | renber Donb, did you
have a question?

COUNCI LMAN DOMB: My questi on
was ki nd of answered, but | wanted to --
t hank you, M. Chair, and thank you,

M. Bush, for your testinony.

| just want to nake sure -- |
heard Counci |l man Jones say how nmany
people were positively inpacted. Are we
awar e of anyone who woul d be negatively
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| npact ed?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Bri an,
you're nuted. | don't know -- Brian --
t here you go.

MR BUSH  Well, | was just
wondering like in what sense? Like
negatively inpacted how?

COUNCI LMAN DOVB: Are any
peopl e going to be shut down fromthis?

MR. BUSH. No.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB: No? Ckay.

MR BUSH  No, definitely not.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB:  And how about
people -- |'"'mgoing to be very direct.
How about people that, A are not in the
union; are they able to get these
trai ning prograns?

MR. BUSH. Yeah. That's one
thing. There's -- in ny testinony
there's over 550 registered
apprenticeshi p prograns throughout the
Commonweal th of PA, so --

COUNCI LMAN DOVB:  Any in
Phi | adel phi a?
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MR. BUSH: | know there's a few
technical institutes. | know that they
were involved in welding and things |ike
that. There's a fewthat we visit from
time totine to try to bring the students
i nto our apprenticeship program because
we're always -- we have a very | arge
outreach programthat we try to --
besides the tri-state area, inner Gty
Ki ds.

| "' m sure you's know about
Rever end Bobby Paul through Piney G ove
Bapti st Church. He is very involved in
t he outreach program for probably the
past close to 30 years and, you know, he
goes through those facilities, goes to
different job career fairs, stuff like
that, to invite these students into our
program

He was actually recogni zed
before COVID, | think within a year
before COVID, before the pandem c hit us.
He was very involved and he received sone
type of certification -- not a

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622




LI C/' | NSP 38
5/ 19/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
certification but an award fromGty
Counci | .

But, you know, one thing that
this is going to do, there's supposed to
be just throughout, you know, the United
States, there's supposed to be -- |ike
Counci |l man Jones was tal king about, this
has -- the pandem c has really created
opportunity when it conmes to HVAC worKk.
There's supposed to be 45,000 jobs com ng
just for that alone. So the anobunt of
opportunity this is going to create for
i ndi viduals for a new career is going to
be phenonenal .

And, you know, other parts
of -- | don't know if any of you's ever
saw the test that needs to be taken for
this. | hate to say, it has nothing to
do with sheet netal work. You know, so
that's the roadbl ock that we tal k about.

W' ve had nenbers take the
test. They've passed, but, you know, it
has nothing to do with sheet netal work.
It talks -- it's nore of |ike an
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engi neering test, if you really | ooked at
it.

But this will -- it will
definitely open the doors and create nore
opportunity for individuals. So I think
this is going to be a positive change for
a | ot of people, especially in
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB: All right.
Thank you very much, M. Chair.

MR BUSH |I'msorry for the
| ong response.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB:  That's okay.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  That was
pretty good for not know ng what to say
i n the begi nni ng.

Thank you, Council nenber.

| ' m not seeing any ot her
guesti ons.

M. MMnagle, is there anyone
el se here to testify on this legislation?

THE CLERK: No one further on
this bill, M. Chairman.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT CLARKE:

Thank you.

Thank you so nuch for
testifying.

Can we pl ease read the next
panel to testify on the next bill.

THE CLERK: Bill No. 220110,
can we please have Sarah Adano first.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Sar ah,
just proceed. Just state your nane again
and proceed. Thank you.

M5. ADAMO  (Good afternoon. My
nanme is Sarah Adano and | amthe
Legi sl ative Affairs Manager with the
Depart nent of Licenses and | nspections.
|"m here to provide testinony on Bill No.
220110, which, if enacted, wll anend
Section A-303 of The Phil adel phi a Code,
entitled "Denolition and Rel ocation of
Structures,”" to add additi onal
requi renents for the issuance of
denolition permts for structures
currently or previously used as religious
facilities; all under certain terns and
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condi ti ons.

| am joi ned today by Mason
Austin, Senior Planner of the
Phi | adel phia Gty Planni ng Conm ssi on.

| f enacted, this bill wll
require L& to verify the age and current
and fornmer uses of a structure prior to
the i ssuance of a denolition permt. |If
the structure is at | east 50 years old
and is currently or was fornerly used as
areligious facility, the Departnent is
required to take the foll owi ng steps
before issuing a permt for denolition:

First, the Departnent shall
notify the District Council menber and the
Regi stered Community Organi zation, or
RCO, of the application.

Then t he Departnment nust
confirmthat the RCO held a neeting to
di scuss the denolition of the structure
within 30 days of receiving the notice of
denol i ti on.

Lastly, the Departnent is
required to consider the position of the
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RCO in nmaki ng the decision of whether to
| ssue the denolition permt.
L& has concerns with the
| egi slation and our ability to
effectively enforce it. First, L&
believes that it is inperative to nake an
exception for structures that are
desi gnated i nm nently dangerous or
unsafe, especially if their condition
| npacts the public right-of-way or an
adj acent property. It is crucial that
t hese structures be brought into
conpl i ance as soon as possible, and
subj ecting these properties to the
provisions of this bill could cause
significant delays in their permtting.
Addi tionally, L& does not
currently interact directly with the
RCOs. In the instances that RCCs are
currently involved in the permtting
process, the interactions are with Cty
Pl anni ng Commi ssion, and it occurs after
L& conpletes their review and nakes our
final decision on the application.
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Lastly, L& 1is unable to take
i nto consi deration anything outside of
the buil ding code when issuing a permt
for denolition. Any other concerns that
the RCO may present will not be
consi dered when determ ni ng whether to
| ssue the permt.

G ven the concerns di scussed,
t he Departnent of Licenses and
| nspections cannot support this bill as
witten. W would be happy to work with
the bill sponsors to address sone of
t hese concerns.

Thank you for the opportunity
to provide testinony on behalf of the
Adm ni stration. W are happy to answer
guestions at this tine.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  wel 1, |
see -- | know who is going to ask
guestions, so Council menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Thank you,
M. Chairman and nenbers of the
Comm tt ee.

And | want to thank the
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Departnent of L& for bringing critical
points to our attention. One, if we're
t al ki ng about inmm nently dangerous
properties, then we're nore than wlling
to anend this legislation to exclude
t hem

The other thing is that they're
ri ght about certain aspects of how does
one consider the RCO opinion, A B, if
t hey di sagree on that opinion, who shoul d
that conflict be referred to for further
revi ew and al so appeal .

So what we have agreed to do --
and we would like to pass this out of
Comm ttee but not do a final vote until
we' ve had an opportunity to work with L&
to tal k about sonme of the issues that
they rightfully raised, M. Chairmn.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Counci | renber Jones, and your al ways
wi | lingness to work through chal | enges
and comng up to a conprom se that could
work for all.

Are there any other questions
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to Sarah on this |egislation?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Seei ng
none, M. MNMbnagle, is there anybody
else to testify?

THE CLERK: Yes.

Can we pl ease have Patrick
G ossi .

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Patri ck,
just state your nane for the record and
t hen you can proceed with your testinony.

MR GROSSI: And you said it
ri ght, Sean. Thank you.

Good afternoon, Chair and
fell ow Council nenbers. M nane is
Patrick Grossi. |'m speaking today on
behal f of the Preservation Alliance for
G eat er Phil adel phi a.

The Al liance wi shes to express
its strong support for Bill No. 220110,
and we thank Counci | nenber Jones,

Gaut hier, and Donb for their attention to

this issue.
Sinply stated, am dst a
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hi storic residential devel opnent boom
churches and historic sites of worship
are anong the nost vul nerable for
denolition and volatile change in our
city.

In 2017, the Pew Charitable
Trusts identified 839 historic sacred
pl aces across the City. The vast
majority of those remain active places of
wor shi p, but chal |l enges are present and
persist. Many congregations are
dwi ndling. Qur nei ghborhood contexts are
changing, rapidly in sone cases, and
al nost all of them struggle or piece
t oget her ways to adequately nmaintain
their aging facilities.

Mor eover, fewer than 180 of
t hese churches, nbsques, and synagogues
are historically designated in any way,
whet her on the National Register, which
Is largely honorific and encourages
reuse, or on the |local Philadel phia
Regi ster, which provides the strongest
form of protection against denolition and
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| nsensitive alteration.

It's no surprise that churches
are attractive targets for denolition and
redevel opnent. They tend to be situated
on large parcels, nestled in its row
house nei ghbor hoods. Absent historic
protections and i ncentives, nost churches
are frankly just highly vulnerable to the
whi s of specul ative devel opnent. So
this bill -- and I'm not unsynpathetic to
sone of the concerns that L& has raised,
and | hope and trust that they could be
resolved, but this bill would at |east
put a pause on what is often a rash
deci si on.

The denolition of a historic
religious property, a lot are
nei ghbor hood | andnmarks that are 50, 100,

I n sone cases nearly 200 years ol d.

Churches, religious places, and
t he people who worship in them are
resilient. Philadel phia has many
exanpl es of successful conversions of
churches to nodern uses, whether housing,
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of fi ce space, even recreational use, and
there are always opportunities in |lieu of
denolition to sinply continue religious
use with a new congregati on, sonething
t hat has been denonstrated throughout the
Cty's history.

As denographics shifted in the
md 20th century, countl ess Bl ack Bapti st
and African Methodi st Epi scopal churches
I n Phi | adel phi a adopted the existing
bui | dings of the Wiite European parishes
and congregations that cane before them
and made those buil dings their own.

So what ever the outcone in
these matters, these deci sions, these
pl aces, their stakeholders all deserve
and require far nore tine and refl ection
than the process currently all ows.

So we agai n express our strong
support for this bill. W thank the
Counci | menbers and their staffs for their
attention to the issue. W hope it sets
a productive precedent for not just
hi storic places of worship but historic
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properties across our city.

Thanks for your tine.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
very much, Patrick, on your testinony,
and it's so true, and we really
appreci ate your support and efforts
during these processes.

M. MMonagle, can you
pl ease -- does anybody have any questions
of Patrick?

Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Just very --
M. Chairman, very quickly, | want to
t hank the Preservation Alliance for
educati ng Council nenbers as to the
| nportance of preservation.

There is a book. | believe
it's called The Geography of Nowhere, and
in the book it tal ks about nodern
architect design, construction, and when
you renove historically significant
| andmar ks, that you could basically spin
yourself around three tines, not know
what city or what state you're in,
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wi t hout those kinds of key points of
r ef er ence.

And so these buildings add to
the richness of nei ghborhoods, and |I've
| earned, thanks to your organization, to
appreci ate those things, and | want to
t hank you publically for that.

Thank you, M. Chairnan.

MR GRCSSI: 1'll just say
t hank you, Council nmenber, and |ikew se
we're appreciative of the reception that
t hose education efforts have received,
that there is legislative activity and
action around preservation in a nateri al
way for the first tine in a long tine.
So we |ikew se appreciate that, and nore
to cone. So thanks agai n.

COUNCI LMAN SQUILLA: And I'd
| i ke to piggyback on that too. So thank
you, because, you know, being the first
Wrld Heritage City in the country, we
shoul d be [ eading the way in preservation
and we're not. So we need to do nore,
and the advocacy and even the Mayor's
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Hi storic Task Force that was put into
pl ace and hopefully sonme of these -- nore
of these recomendati ons can get
| egi slation to be created and passed w ||
go a long way to preserving sonme of our
historic fabric of our great city and the
first city of this country that really
made a difference in why this country is
the way it is. So thank you for all your
efforts here. This is great.

M. MMnagle, is there anybody
else to testify on this |legislation?

THE CLERK: Yes.

Can we pl ease have El oi se

Young.

M5. YOUNG Yes. Actually, |
said -- ny nane is Eloi se Young, and when
| spoke before, | spoke about both bills.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Yes.

M5. YOUNG  However,
Chri st opher Daniels, who was hoping to
testify, is actually teaching a class at
anot her Catholic church, St. Donato's,
and he asked ne to read his statenent.
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Sois that okay if | can read his
st at enent ?

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Sure. Co
ahead.

M5. YOUNG He says, ny nane is
Chri st opher Daniels and |I' m speaking to
express ny support of the Bill 220110,
entitled "Denolition and Rel ocation of

Structures," that were previously used as
religious facilities.

Last summer |, along with
several other HMC Squared nenbers, fought
tirelessly to save the 134-year-old Qur
Lady of the Rosary Church, a | andmark of
West Philly. Neighbors and forner
pari shioners did not know of denolition
until the fencing went up. This bill
will allow comunity nenbers to have a
voice in the protection of culturally
significant institutions.

Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
so nmuch for junping in there and readi ng

that testinony. Mich appreciated.
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M. MMonagle --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: | have a
guesti on.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Counci | menber Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes. |
just have a question for the author of
the bill.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Yes, Menber
Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Yes. |
just want to -- and | think I'mon the
bill as well, and | definitely support
the spirit of it as well, but | just want
to get an idea of -- and | think | saw
this happening in West Phil adel phia with
Boys' Latin Charter School, right?

So in a couple churches in ny
district in terns of dealing with the
pastors, right -- now, you know, |
support the nmaintaining of the
hi storical, you know, buildings in the
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area, but when you do have that church
that may be in a bind because they have
two or three parishioners that are
attending the church, but they're still
trying to keep up with the bills and they
do decide to nove on, right, this only
applies to the denolition conponent,
correct?

COUNCI LMAN JONES: So yes.
This deals --

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Ckay.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: Wit a

mnute. It deals with a two-pronged
approach. Nunber one, if | live in that
community, | worshiped in that comunity,

|'"'mjust a resident of that comunity, |
shoul d have enough tine to know that this
bui l ding that used to provide ne shade or
sone kind of beautification is going to
be gone. And what happens is all too
often, people rush to get it done, and in
t he case of Boys' Latin, they said, well,
you know, Council man, we would wait, but
we want to be ready for the fall senester
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so that our children can cone back to
school. So, you know, the community
struggled, L& struggled with this
concept, and eventually they were, based
on their permts, allowed to tear it
down.

A year |ater, they haven't even
began construction. So what was the
rush?

So giving people tine to
provide alternative uses | think is an
| nportant thing.

Then the second part of this is
sone of those beautiful designed churches
we'l |l never get back again. Like once
they're gone, there's not going to be a
Vatican effort from Rone to cone back and
cone in the mddle of South Philly, North
Philly, West Philly, Northeast and build
t hese new gothic tenples to worship in.
It's not going to happen. So we should
be sl ow and del i berate about whether or
not we want themto becone dust.

So the two prongs are
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notification to the public and
consi deration of the significance
historically of the structure.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON: | agr ee.
And | also just want to follow up on one
conponent you tal ked about, when you
mentioned that the building may becone
dust, and | just want to al so say or
condos.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  You're
ri ght.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  That's the
flip side. And | think Council man
Squilla had a bill sonmething simlar just
to try to be supportive of devel opers who
do buy these buildings, that they
provide -- they are provided certain
i ncentives if they maintain the
hi storical fabric and structure of sone
of these historical and beauti ful
bui | di ngs.

| just wanted to just get
additional clarity on it, but thank you.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  You're
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right. So there was a big fire at 65th
of Lansdowne of a historic church that we
were lucky not to lose life in that fire,
but one of the considerations about the
reconstruct was actually literally taking
stones fromthe old structure and
applying it to the facade of the new
bui | di ng, which was going to be
residential. So those kinds of
consi derati ons, inputs, comments.

In the case of Boys' Latin,
sone people just wanted the hinges of the
door. They wanted to | ook at the artwork
that was in there, and a |lot of that was
not all owed because of the urgency of
denvol i tion.

So we want to press pause, slow
it down, inform people, and consi der
opti ons.

Thank you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Thank you,
Counci | man Jones.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you.
Thank you, guys.
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M. MMnagle, is there anybody
else to testify on this |egislation?

THE CLERK: M. Morell o asked
that her comments be added to the record,
and we understand Chri stopher Daniels
cannot nmake it at the nonent, so the | ast
person on this bill should be Thaddeus
Tayl or.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thaddeus,
are you avail abl e?

REVEREND TAYLOR:  Yes. Yes, |
am

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al right.
State your nanme for the record and then
you can proceed with your testinony.

REVEREND TAYLOR: Ckay. M
nane i s Thaddeus Tayl or, Reverend
Thaddeus Taylor. W are in support of
this bill because of just sone of the
t hi ngs that have already been di scussed.

We honestly believe that it
shoul d be given to the nei ghborhood to
find maybe alternative uses as well as
the fact that these structures have been
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in our fabric. And | grew up in
Phi | adel phia, so |'ve been | ooking at
themall ny life and I'mal nost 70 years
ol d.

So we just believe that we need
to find other uses other than just
denolition. And we do understand that
denolition may be the only alternative.
We're not saying that, but where there is
a possibility of alternative use, we just
woul d I'i ke to have that explored.

Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
so nmuch for your testinony.

Are there any other people to
testify for Bill No. 2201107

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Heari ng
none, thank you for that.

M. MMonagl e, can you pl ease
read the title -- | nean the people
testifying on Bill 220221.

THE CLERK: Yes.

Bill No. 220221, can we pl ease
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have Laurel G bach, G bach, Gbach. [|'m
sorry, Laurel.

M5. GRBACH No. [It's okay.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Laurel,
just state your nane for the record and
you can proceed with your testinony.

M5. GRBACH: My nane is Laurel
G bach and | amthe new Director of
Advocacy and External Engagenent for the
School District of Philadelphia. [|'m
here today to testify on 220221 sponsored
by Counci | nenber Gym whi ch addresses
| ead in drinking water in District
bui | di ngs.

We appreci ate Counci | nenber
Gym's focus on our city's children and
their public schools, and we
whol eheartedly agree that the safety of
our students and staff is our first
priority. To that end, | wanted to
provi de today sone additional information
on the District's work around providing
qual ity drinking water.

SDP conducts water testing on a
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five-year cycle. The District's
standards for drinking water, which is
ten parts per billion of |ead, neets the
Cty's legal standard for education
buil dings and is nore strict than the
| egal standards set by the EPA

Ri ght now we're in the mdst of
a testing cycle which began in 2018.

More than half of District buildings have
been tested in this cycle, and all

Di strict-run student-occupi ed buil di ngs
were sanpled in 2016 to 2017.

The way this process works is
that famlies are notified before testing
starts, after the results cone back, and
when an entire buil ding has passed
i nspection. During the testing, if any
hydrati on station exceeds the District's
| ead threshold, it's taken offline and an
action plan is created within 30 days of
the receipt of that result. Action plans
could be things Iike taking the outl et
of fline permanently, repairing the
outlet, applying a filter, or replacing
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the outlet wth sonething new, state of
the art, which we call hydration station,
that filters |l ead to acceptable
st andar ds.
In our |ong-term plan, we
have -- is to have safe, filtered
hydration stations installed
District-wi de by 2025, which conplies
with the standards set forward by this
| egi sl ation that we're consideri ng today
and which wll also fulfill the
requi renent set forth in The Phil adel phi a
Code based on the nunber of students
served in the building and with one
station on at |east every occupied floor.
We appreci ate Counci | mnenber
Gyms willingness to partner with us to
find funding for this endeavor, which we
are now using federal relief dollars to
acconplish. W thank the Council nenber
for her collaboration on this
| egi sl ation, and if anyone has questi ons,
| " m happy to take those back to our
techni cal experts and provide you with an
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answer .

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Laurel, for your testinony. Real quick
on a question on that. So the resources
are there to have this, so it's just,
again, just a -- is it just a capacity
| ssue that you can't do it?

M5. GRBACH Yes. And it's
sonething that definitely will be done on
the tineline that's set forth in this
| egislation. So that it is a capacity
| ssue of the actual timng to get it
done.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  So you
wll be able to conply with the
| egi slation to conplete the --

M5. GRBACH  Yes. That's our
hope.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
That's our hope too. Thank you.

| s there anybody el se for any
guesti ons?

Counci | nrenber Gym | see you
had signed on. Do you have any questions
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or coments?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay. Is
t here anybody else to testify on Bill No.
2202217

THE CLERK: There are,
Counci | man.

Can we pl ease have Wllie
Dwayne Francois |11.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  WII, are
you logged in, ready to testify? Just
state your nane for the record and then
you can proceed.

Counci | nrenber Gym before we go
to the next testinony, do you want to
make a statenent or any questions on this
| egi sl ati on?

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Yes. Just a
few brief remarks. Thank you so much,

M. Chair, and apol ogi ze for the del ay.

So | want to thank
Counci | menber Squilla. Thank you,

Chai rman, and thank you to ny coll eagues
on this Commttee for your consideration
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of today's | egislation.

The heart of this legislation
is very clear. Every student deserves
cl ean and safe drinking water. This bill
IS our opportunity to finish the work
t hat we began six years ago in this
Council body to vastly expand wat er
access and elimnate |lead fromdri nking
water in every school in the Gty.

| was first notivated by this
wor k because of the horrors of what
happened in Flint, Mchigan back in 2014
when hundreds of people, including
chil dren, were poi soned because the city
failed to treat corrosive water flooding
t hrough residential |ead pipes. W vowed
that it would never happen in
Phi | adel phia, and together in 2016, this
Council body |l ed a package of bills to
| nprove water safety and reduce | ead
exposure in schools and in daycare
centers.

And as part of this work, the
Comm ttees on Children and Youth and
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Educati on held school town halls and
heard from young peopl e about the | ack of
access to water, clean water, basic water
in their schools, where they went to
school s where fountains were frequently
shut off or they washed their hands wth
red pai nted signs above sinks and faucets
warni ng themnot to drink the water.

So joining with students across
the District, this Council body hel ped
winamllion dollar investnent by the
District to install nodern filtration
hydration stations in every single public
school, one of the first cityw de
noder ni zation efforts in the District in
years, and we passed legislation to
requi re annual testing of water for |ead
presence in our public schools.

This work wasn't just
necessary; it was actually enbraced. W
heard from students, whether they were in
ki ndergarten or into high school, about
what it felt like to finally have
sonething new in their schools.

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622




LI C/' | NSP 67
5/ 19/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.

The wor k ki cked off the
District's G een Schools effort, and
today we are hopefully on a path towards
school noderni zation and | nprovenent
after years of disinvestnent.

But it's clear this work i s not
finished. Issues with lead in drinking
water in our schools continue to persi st
despite these efforts. Recent testing
reveal ed detectable lead in water
fountai ns across the school system and a
few fountains were found to have high
| evel s of | ead despite previously testing
below the City's threshol d.

So that brings us to today's
| egi sl ati on before you, which will finish
the work that was started back in 2016.

It mandates that all water fountains be
converted to filtered hydration stations
to effectively elimnate lead fromthe
dri nking water in every single school by
2025. These systens will be equi pped

wi th advanced filters that has
consistently denonstrated an ability to
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reduce lead to undetectable |evels, and
all wll have filter change indicators
t hat neet rigorous standards.

So to be clear, in conjunction
with this legislation, |ast week | also
| ntroduced a conpl enentary ordi nance to
adj ust the testing requirenents on these
stations, which have been proven
effective in elimnating |lead, and from
there, our focus now shifts to ensuring
t hese stations are accessible and
operating with up-to-date filters. But
the conpl enentary | egislation which wll
nove forward in this Council session wll
hel p reduce kind of the burdens that sone
school s have on testing. It wll help
stream ine our efforts and assist with
sone of the financials of that.

We al ready have a comm t nent
fromthe District to i nvest over
$6 mllion in the next few years to fully
transition to hydration stations, which
isinline with this legislation, and |
want to thank our partners at the School
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District of Philadel phia for this
| nvest ment .

| also want to clearly
recogni ze that this legislation reflects
wor k that has been continually advanced
and pushed by our school conmmuniti es.
There have been trenendous advocates at
PennPl RG at PennEnvironnment, and the
Bl ack Church Center for Justice and
Equal ity who have provided critical
anal ysis and have rallied grassroots
volunteers to help nove all of this work
f orwar d.

But | just would really want to
thank this Commttee and ny col | eagues
for understanding how inportant it is for
muni ci palities to fulfill not only our
duties, our legislative duties, but our
noral responsibilities to ensure safety
for all young people in every school, in
every conmunity, in every nei ghborhood.

Thank you for the consideration
and to the testifiers here today who are
speaki ng in support of the |egislation.
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Thank you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
so nmuch, Council menber Gym for bringing
this to us and to ensure safety in our
drinking water in all of our schools.
Much appreci at ed.

Are there any other questions
or coments?

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Thank
you. Thank you so nuch, M. Chair, and a
qui ck thank you to the bill sponsor,
Counci | renrber Gym and obviously I am
supportive of this legislation as a
graduate of the Phil adel phia public
school system and forner enpl oyee at the
School District of Philadel phia and now
parent of soon to be hopefully three
young people in the School District of
Phi | adel phia. So |I want to thank you for
your work on this.

| just wanted to get on the
record, because you tal ked about revenue
and funding for this initiative and bei ng
able to conply with the tenets of this
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| egi sl ati on, and obviously revenue is
necessary to do that.

| f you could just for the

record -- and | know |I've been worKking
with the District on this -- tal k about
where you are in process, if you know,
for the WIN grant through the
Envi ronnental Protection Agency that we
sent to the School District of
Phi | adel phia. 1It's a grant that
specifically targets reducing lead in
dri nki ng water in di sadvant aged
communi ties and renedi ation in schools
and childcare facilities. And | know
that as soon as | got that information,
bei ng on the | ocal governnment advisory
committee, | sent it over to the School
District, and you all stated that you
have submtted that application to go for
funding. | heard Council menber Gym say a
figure of 6 mllion thus far, but that
grant opportunity wll be at | east
$20 mllion that obviously will be
awar ded across the country.
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And so for the record for this
hearing, | just wanted to get it on the
record sort of where you are in process,
| f you've heard anything, and what's
going on with that opportunity, because
that can help us to elimnate sone
addi ti onal buil di ngs.

M5. GRBACH Geat. Thank you,
Counci |l menber. So | am aware of this,
and | know that you have tal ked to folks
at the District about it, and | can get
you an update | ater today on where that
process st ands.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON: Ckay.
That will be great, and you can send that
to our Chair and nenbers of this
Commttee as well as the sponsor of this
| egi sl ation so that we have an
opportunity to vie for revenue to hel p us
with this issue, particularly as
President Biden is focusing a | ot of his
efforts via his Justiced40 initiative that
will really help nmunicipalities |like
Phi | adel phia. Gay? So thank you very,
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very much.

Thank you, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank vyou,
Counci | menber Ri chardson.

M. MNMnagle, is there -- next
person to testify on this |egislation.

Counci | nrenber Ch, do you have a
guestion before we nove on to the next
person testifying?

COUNCI LMAN OH:  No, | do not.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Al right.
Thank you very nuch.

M. MNMbnagl e, please read the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Yes. Can we pl ease
have Dr. Marilyn Howart h.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank vyou,
Doctor. Just state your nanme for the
record and then you can continue with
your testinony.

DR. HOMRTH:. Yes. (ood
afternoon. |I'mDr. Marilyn Howarth, an
occupational and environnental nedicine
physi ci an working at the Perel nan School
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of Medicine at the University of
Pennsyl vani a.

The Phil adel phi a Regi onal
Center for Children's Environnental
Heal th and the Center of Excellence in
Envi ronnental Toxicology would like to
t hank Phil adel phia Gty Council for the
opportunity to support with these
coments to support the Bill 220221.

Thousands of research articles
on | ead exposure docunent its health
effects on children in the first few
years of |life. Young children in
Phi | adel phia can easily be exposed to
very | arge anounts of |ead through the
conbi nati on of exposures, including of
pai nt, drinking water, and soil.

For nost children, peeling | ead
paint is the single |argest source of
| ead exposure, but the Anerican Acadeny
of Pediatrics reports that drinking water
can be up to 20 percent of a children's
bl ood | ead | evel.

Once in the body, lead kills
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nerves in the brain, interfering wth
t hi nki ng and behavior. Lead bl ocks the
producti on of henoglobin, leading to
anem a.

Researchers at CEET found that
an early life exposure to lead results in
| asting sleep disruption. |In recognition
of the harnful effects of |ead on
children and the acknow edgenent t hat
there's no safe blood |lead | evel, the CDC
| onered the reference | evels for bl ood
|ead to 3.5 mcrograns per deciliter this
year. The PA Departnent of Health
expects that the nunber of Phil adel phia
children identified with el evated bl ood
| eads wi || approach 5,000 in Phil adel phia
this year.

Phi | adel phi a school dri nking
water testing results are only publicly
avai l abl e for 29 percent of schools.
Whereas the EPA allows for drinking water
to have lead levels up to 15 parts per
billion, PennEnvironnment found 14 schools
out of 60 for which School District data
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Is available with levels of lead in
drinking water nore than ten tines the
EPA drinking water standard. Eight of
t hose schools had | evels of 100 tines
hi gher than the EPA acceptable |levels. A
student drinking one glass of water from
any of those outlets would be |ead
poi soned. One gl ass of water.

The District has installed sone

hydration stations, but teachers are
of ten unaware of the existence of that
single hydration station located in their
school or say that it's too far from
their classroom Teachers and parents
advi se students to not drink the water
because they're unsure of its quality.
This poses a health risk of dehydration,
especially as we expect nore days wth
hi gher tenperatures due to climate
change. This ordi nance woul d ensure that
every child has access to safe drinking
wat er by establishing one hydration
station for every 100 children in a
school. It also would require an
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i ndicator light clarifying that the
filter was operational. The ordi nance
al so specifies the appropriate EPA filter
for | ead.

As a physician and a not her, |
find it appalling that an ordi nance woul d
be needed to provide safe drinking water
to children in schools in the United
States of Anerica.

The School D strict has been
aware of |ead contam nation in drinking
wat er for decades, and their slow
response to installing enough | ead
filters on drinking water outlets
di splays their willingness to sacrifice
t he health of Phil adel phia children.
| ndeed, even when enough hydrati on
stations are present, there still wll be
water outlets in schools that are |ead
t ai nt ed.

Every water source in
cl assroons or those accessible to
chil dren should be tested, and every one
with elevated | ead | evels should be
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turned off or retrofitted with a | ead
filter. W know better than to expect
children to pay attention to signs or
avoid using fountains with yell ow tape.
Adul ts shoul d take responsibility for
protecting children.

Furt hernore, we encourage the
School District to be nore transparent in
releasing all required data on this topic
in a nore tinely manner to gain the
confidence of the parents and community
in providing safe water that fully neets
the U S. EPA drinking water standards.

W urge City Council to take
this common sense action and pass
Ordi nance 220221 to protect children at
school .

Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
so nmuch for your testinony. Mich
appr eci at ed.

Sean, can you pl ease read the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Yes.
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Can we pl ease have Jerry
Roseman.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Jerry,
just state your nane for the record and
t hen proceed with your testinony.

MR. ROSEMAN. Good afternoon.
My nane is Jerry Roseman. |'mthe
Director of Environnental Science for the
Phi | adel phi a Federati on of Teachers'
Heal th and Wel fare Fund and Uni on and the
Envi ronnment al Sci ence Advisor to the
Phi | adel phia Heal thy School s Coalition.

Passage of the proposed
filtered hydration station |egislation
will, |I believe, help to substantially
| oner the levels of |ead contam nation in
Phi | adel phi a school drinking water. [|'m
al so calling for urgently needed
| nprovenents in District data and
i nformati on-sharing and accountability,
and especially critical -- and a critical
el ement of a successful and publicly
engaged facilities planning process as
well as to ensure verified inplenentation
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of best practices for addressing
envi ronnent al hazards.

Initial testing and renedi ation
of school drinking water started 20 years
ago in -- nore than 20 years ago, in
1999, when the EPA ordered the D strict
to evaluate all outlets for |ead
contam nati on. Al though sone
| mprovenents followed the ten-year EPA
enf orcenent action, continuing concerns
about school drinking water quality and
safety, especially followng news stories
about water contam nation in Flint,

M chigan, resulted in renewed advocacy by
the PFT and others and fromCty
Counci | menbers, |eading to several

i nportant initiatives in 2016 and 2017,

I ncl udi ng the passage of legislation to

| oner the allowable level of lead in

dri nking water then by 50 percent, from
20 parts per billion to 10 parts per
billion.

Lead testing of school water
began again in 2016, but those testing
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efforts did not fully neet the
requi renents of the new bill, so starting
in late 2018, the current ongoing testing
program started.

Duri ng each testing program
the District promsed to partner with the
Phi | adel phi a Federation of Teachers and
ot her stakehol ders, including sharing and
review ng of data. They also agreed to
di scuss ongoing efforts and best practice
solutions. Unfortunately, very little of
t he expected col |l aboration and data
actual ly occurred.

In late 2021, as part of an
American Heart Associ ation project,
PennEnvi ronnent and their research arm
PennPI RG with the Black Church Center
for Justice and Equality engaged ne to
anal yze avail able School District lead in
drinki ng water data. Because updated
data was not provided by the District, we
used what was available on the District's
website again at the tinme, which,
although limted, still docunented
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worrisone |levels of lead in many dri nking
wat er outlets and in many school s.

At the sane tinme, we found the
| ead levels in filtered hydration
stations to be below the one part per
billion | evel recommended by public
health authorities. That's why having
all school drinking water provided by
filtered hydration stations is so
| nportant.

Especially with the new
Superi ntendent about to cone on board and
as the District engages in conprehensive
facility -- the facility planning
process, a new, nore transparent,
col l aborative District culture and set of
practices and procedures is urgently
needed if we hope to successfully and
efficiently and equitably nodernize and
upgrade our schools and protect our
chi | dren.

Recogni zing that this bill has
a full inplenentation date of 2025, |
strongly encourage the Phil adel phia
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School District to substantially
accelerate the process, to the extent
possi ble, to better protect all of our
st udent s.

Thanks so nmuch to Counci | woman
Gym and all those co-sponsoring and
supporting Bill No. 220221 for all the
hard work and taking tangible steps to
putting all children first and inproving
Phi | adel phi a school building conditions.
And |' m happy to answer any questions at
this tine.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Jerry,

t hank you so nmuch for your testinony, as
al ways, and your input. Your know edge
Is priceless to us here on Council and to
be able to massage through the | ead paint
| egi sl ati on and now t he asbest os

| egi sl ati on and the water.

W are, even though it seens
slow, we are naking positive changes, and
we just appreciate your willingness to
continue to, you know, nove us in the
right direction in collaboration with the
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PFT obvi ously and the School D strict.
So none of these things are easy, but,
you know what, when we're determ ned, we
w |l get there.

So | just want to -- | have no
guestions for you, but | do want to nake
that comment. Thank you so nuch.

Are there any questions for

Jerry?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.

MR. ROSEMAN:. Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
Jerry.

The next person to testify is
Emma. |s Emma avail abl e?

M5. HORST- MARTZ: Yes. Hello.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Hey, Enmm.
Just state your nanme for the record and
t hen you can proceed with your testinony.
Thank you.

M5. HORST- MARTZ: My nane is
Emma Horst-Martz and |I' man advocate with
PennPI RG the Public Interest Research
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Goup. | want to thank Chairman Squilla
and nenbers of the Commttee for having
me here today to discuss this inportant
public health issue.

PennPIRG i s a statew de
grassroots advocacy organi zati on worKki ng
to protect the public fromthreats to
their health, safety, and well -being.

Qur Phil adel phia office is based in South
Philly, and I'm here on behal f of our
menbers fromacross the Gty. | also
grew up in Germantown, and | currently
live in Center City.

So the problemthat we're all
here to solve is pretty strai ghtforward.
Lead is a potent neurotoxin that's
particularly harnful for young kids whose
brai ns and bodies are still devel opi ng,
can lead to a lifetine of health
probl ens, and health experts warn that
there's no safe | evel of |ead exposure.

Unfortunately, while witing
the report that's already been nentioned
using the data fromthe District's water
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testing program we found that 98 percent
of public schools tested had sone anount
of lead in the water, and 61 percent of
all the outlets tested had | ead at | east
one part per billion in the water.

While only 29 percent of public
school s had been tested and the results
posted on the website as of February, it
was clear fromthis research and this
pattern of contam nation that this would
be an issue consistent across the rest of
the schools as they continue with the
testing.

So the solution to this crisis
is fairly straightforward. W need to
get the |lead out of schools' drinking
water. And |ast sumer we began calling
on the District to allocate a snall
portion of the $1 billion in federal ARPA
funds to replace the old fountains wth
| ead-filtering hydration stations to
ensure that kids have safe water to drink
at school .

Si nce | aunching this canpaign,
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we have seen overwhel m ng support from
the comunity for this project. Mre
than 70 community organi zati ons from
across the Cty have signed on to a
| etter of support. Community nenbers
have signed petitions and called the
District directly, called their Cty
Counci | menbers, and nore than 60
volunteers participated in a | obby day
wth many of your offices to share why
they want the City to take action to
protect kids' health.

So that is why I'mincredibly
grateful to Council nenber Gym for
| ntroduci ng her bill back in 2016 to
establish the water testing program and
for introducing this bill, 220221, this
spring to build on that progress and
require the District to finish installing
hydration stations in all of the schools.

| know t hat sone of you hel ped
pass the original law in 2016, and many
of you are co-sponsors on this bill, so |
want to thank you for that support.
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A few weeks ago, the School
Di strict announced their plan for all of
you W th the budget, 2022-2023 budget, to
all ocate that $6.2 mllion towards
installing 800 nore hydration stations
across 269 buildings by the year 2025.
This is what we've been asking for all
year, so it's very encouraging to see
this strong public commtnent from
District |leaders, and I ask you, nenbers
of the Commttee, to support this
| egi slation today that will really codify
the District's plan and hold them
accountabl e to benchmarks and the finish
| i ne of 2025.

It will be crucial to stay in
comruni cation with the District
t hroughout this process, and the public
shoul d get regul ar updates on how many
hydration stations are installed in
school s, which schools they're being
installed in, and what that schedul e
| ooks like until 2025.

So thanks again to
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Counci | renber Gym her staff for their
| eadership on this issue, the co-sponsors
on the bill, Chairman Squilla for
prioritizing this issue in Commttee
today, and to nenbers of the Committee
for your tine.

Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Enmm,
t hank you so nmuch for your testinony and
points very well taken. Mich
appr eci at ed.

Counci | nrenber Jones, do you
have any questions?

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  No.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
M. MMbnagl e, can you pl ease read the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: 1'd like to
apol ogi ze in advance if | nmess this up.
Kristian Ogungbem .

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Kristi an,
are you available to testify?

(No response.)
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: I f not,
M. MMnagle, would you read the nane of
the next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Maria Mendez.

M5. MENDEZ: Hell o.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Hey,
Maria. Just state your nanme for the
record and you can proceed with your
t esti nony.

M5. MENDEZ: Okay. |'msorry
|"'ma little out of breath. | just got
out of school .

kay. M nane is Maria
(unintelligible) Mendez. | ama senior
i n high school and | am here today to
speak on behal f of Fuerza, a
(unintelligible) immgrant youth program
at Juntos and all students that have
experienced this injustice of safe
drinking water within our school system
| am here testifying today in support of
Council Gymis bill to ensure all drinking
water outlets in every school are
filtered for | ead.
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| amin disbelief that | have
to be advocating for students to have
access to clean water when it is a basic
human right. Not having access to safe
wat er has becone a norm for our students.
Many of our youth at Fuerza have
expressed to us how their water fountain
filters haven't been cl eaned since the
begi nning of the school year and how
unsafe they feel drinking water from
t hese fountai ns.

There are many school s across
Phi | adel phi a where | ead has been found
within the water students drink every
day. Earlier this week as | was prepping
for this testinony, | |ooked up
Phi | adel phia schools lead in water, and
44 mllion results cane up, top ten being
fromthis year alone. | was stunned by
t he nunber, however not surprised,
because this once again shows the | ack of
| nvestment in our schools.

One article went as far as
2004, the year | was born, and even then
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It wasn't a new issue, because we've been
seeing this issue go unaddressed for
decades.

W are in a pandem c, and nore
t han 60 percent of all outlets across 65
Philly public schools tested positive for
lead. Nowis the tine for large systemc
changes. W ask the Gty |eadership
commt to ensure and holding all schools
across Phi | adel phi a account abl e for
havi ng schools that are truly safe for
our students. W ask that our new
Superi ntendent, Tony B. Watli ngton,
further this comm tnent upon starting his
tenure by addressing the | ongstanding
| ssue of unsafe infrastructure in
Phi | adel phi a public school s.

As a community, we denand
change now. This is the bare m ni num for
our students. Although having cl ean
water is a good start, we need real
rei nvestnent in our school s’

i nfrastructure that is consistent and
proactive. W need to nmake sure this
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isn't another unfulfilled prom se.

Even though | am a senior, it
Is inportant to ne to nake change now to
ensure all future students have cl ean and
safe | earning environnents, where they
don't have to worry about infrastructure
problens |i ke how we do now And this is
only the first step of ensuring schools
beconme true places of sanctuari es.

Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
so much for your testinony. Geat job,
and you didn't sound |ike you were out of
breath. So we really appreciate you
taking that effort to cone here. It's so
| nportant for us to hear that, especially
froma student.

Counci | nrenber Gym | see you.
Do you have a question or coment?

COUNCI LMOVMAN GYM No. | just
wanted to thank Ms. Mendez again for
representing both herself, her school,
Fuerza, and all the work that you've been
doing to bring attention to the
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condi tions of our public schools. |
mean, this is where you go to school six
hours a day, 180 days a year, as nandat ed
by law, and it's not a place where, you
know -- it's a place where young people
should feel able to thrive and grow, and
| think you spoke to that so beautifully.

And | know that you are a
senior who is fighting for your siblings
and for your classmates' siblings and for
t hose who are generations to cone, and |
hope you'll renmenber that you'll be the
generation that helped end lead in
drinking water in our schools. And as
you said, there's so nuch nore to do, but
your generation did that, and | think
that that's just sonething that |'m
i ncredibly grateful to you for and for
speaki ng so beautifully about it. So
t hank you so nuch, Mari a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank vyou,
Counci | menber .

M5. MENDEZ: Thank you so nuch
for hearing ne.
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Great job.

Al right. M. MMnagle,
could you pl ease read the next person to
testify.

THE CLERK: Yes.

Can we pl ease have Chari sse
Moses.

M5. MOSES: Hello, everyone.
Good afternoon.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Chari sse,
just state your nane for the record and
you can proceed with your testinony.
Thank you.

M5. MOSES: No problem

My nane is Chari sse Mbses. |
amthe nother of three young children
matri cul ati ng through the Phil adel phi a
public and private school system | am
al so a foundi ng nenber of the Philly
Children's Myvenent, where we help
famlies and educators tackle race and
social justice issues plaguing our
country.

| appear before you today
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regarding the current conditions of our
school buildings and the inportance of
| npl enenti ng one of many needed changes
to make our schools physically safer, not
only for nmy children but all children in
Phi | adel phi a.

As an activist who primarily
works with children and famlies, | see
firsthand -- | see the firsthand effects
of havi ng access to necessary resources.
Havi ng cl ean water to drink is one of
t hose itens.

My oldest child is autistic,
epi l eptic, has ADHD, and drinks a | ot of
water. However, he only drinks spigot
wat er by his choice. As such, | often
worry about the quality of the water that
he is drinking and how t he contam nants
m ght influence his diagnosis and daily
life.

Because of the anount of water
ny children consune daily, it is
| nperative each school has a water
filtration system As we all know,
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school is not often just a place for
education but often a refuge from hone
for many chil dren.

Qur children deserve the best
resources, and as their guides, it is our
responsibility to provide them | firmy
believe that this is just one necessary
step in the process of noving to nake our
bui | di ngs a safer space for our children.

As Kahlil G bran eloquently
stated, our children are our arrows into
the future. Please nake this bill one of
many to securing our future, as water is
a basic human right and need.

Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Chari sse,
t hank you so nmuch for your testinony.

COUNCI LMAN JONES:  Poi nt of
i nformation, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Counci | menber Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: One of ny
favorite authors, Kahlil G bran. Thank
you.
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M5. MOSES: Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Counci | menber Gym

COUNCI LWOVAN GYM  Yes. Thank
you so nuch, Ms. Mbses, and, you know, |
| ove the story that you told of your son
and, you know, there is sonething also
about just the physical |ike, you know,
dri nki ng and just being physical with
t hi ngs that young people really need, and
the things that they touch, the things
that they engage with that they interact
it, they should be nodern. They should
be beautiful. They should be, of course,
cl ean and safe.

But | think you talk a | ot
about -- you know, childhood is a | ot
about tactile like interactions, and so
much of what | think you're conveying is
t hat the physical enbracing of a space
says everything about what we're going to
give to our young people, how they're
val ued, how they're seen. W heard that
early on back in 2016 when we first did
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t hese stories about young peopl e saying
that they had to put their nouths on |ike
rusty-1ooking water fountains that spewed
out brown water at first. | nean, it was
real ly unbelievable that you could listen
to young peopl e, whether they were eight
years old or 18 years old, tal king about
the indignities of that.

But | think you brought forward
| i ke such a beautiful statenent about
your child and how nuch they |ove to
i nteract with just |ike physical things,
and | think that that is so childlike and
SO i ncunbent upon us then to nake sure
that the things that they're surrounded
by, the things that they engage wth,
touch, whether it's people or whether
it's like structures, they have to be the
things -- that they should be about
| ovi ng our young peopl e.

So thank you so much for your
testi nony, for being so personal about
it, and just really appreciate all the
wor k that you've done on behalf of young
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peopl e and your son as well.

M5. MOSES: Thank you very
much. | appreciate it.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
SO nuch.

M. MNMnagle, is there a next
person to testify?

THE CLERK: Yes.

Can we pl ease have David
Dl ugosz.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Davi d,
just state your nane for the record and
t hen you can proceed with your testinony.
Thank you.

MR DLUGBOSZ: Sure. M nane is
David Diugosz. |I'min here in the
capacity of Hol nmesburg G vic Associ ation
and also fornerly of the Friends of
Pennypack Park, which hopefully one day
things will conme back together for that.
|"mgoing to speak a little bit to other
aspects of this bill that other people
didn't get to so -- for ny testinony.

Good afternoon, Chairmn
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Squilla, nmenbers of the Commttee. M
nane is David Dlugosz. |'mhere to
testify today in support of Bill 220221.
| f inplenented, this bill would be a wn
for both the children in the D strict and
for the environnent.

In this day and age, there
shoul d be no debate about drinking water
in schools. Inatinme sincel was in
grade school, we have gone from bubbl er
fountains to vendi ng nachines, fromfree
water to bottled water or worse.

Chil dren these days have been nornalized
to drinking water from single-use plastic
bottles and from being able to purchase
sodas and ot her hi gh sugar drinks at
schools and stores all around the City.
Often the soda has been cheaper than

wat er, and even when there are existing
wat er fountains in school, nost children
woul d prefer to not drink water than to
drink the water fromthe water fountain.

At ny son's school they have
five -- their school has about 100 ki ds
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and they have five of these in their
school. And | asked ny son a choice
about what he would do if those weren't
there. He said he just wouldn't drink
the water, and | have a feeling there's a
| ar ge percent of people who would opt to
not drink water as opposed to havi ng
their owmn water bottle at their desk.

The Gty has cone a | ong way in
the |l ast few years, thanks to you all,
havi ng passed the soda -- the sugar tax
to de-incentivize soda and hi gh-sugar
drinks all throughout the Gty and
banni ng si ngl e-use plastic bags,
Counci |l man Squi l | a.

Now this bill is a commbn sense
solution to inproving the health of our
children, not just for the | ead but also
for their overall health. Wter fillers
in schools will attract nuch nore use
fromstudents. Students wll not have to
worry about bacteria and viral
transm ssion from COVID and ot her things.
They woul d not need to worry about the
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| ead fromthe infrastructure, and they
will be able to bring water nore easily
to their desks without interrupting
| ear ni ng.

From an environnent al
st andpoi nt, the elimnation of single-use
plastic is an inperative. PW reports
that in conbi ned sewers al one, they
renove 1,000 tons of plastics every year,
another 1,100 tons of plastics fromthe
Del aware and Schuyl kill Rivers every
year. This is the equival ent of 100, 000
pl astic bottles that are thrown in storm
drai ns and washed i nto wat erways every
year in the Cty.

The use of this plastic has
beconme ubiquitous. Only 30 years ago
this was not even a thing. Bottled water
was -- you'd only hear about the gallons
you'd buy froma supernarket store. A
si ngl e-use thing was, you know -- people
woul d | ook at you |like you were crazy.

| f you were asked for water,
soneone woul d offer you a gl ass of water
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and they'd fill it up with their tap.

Since -- after these 30 years
have passed, we've been lied to on
pl astic bottles when we were told that
pl astic bottles are recycl able and t hat
tap water is less worthy. The tap water
i n Philadelphiais, by and large, better
t han nost places in the country and, you
know, the PWD, |'m sure, has said simlar
t hi ngs over the years.

You know, and, again, with the
recycling, as probably was said to you
bef ore about wondering why sanitation
costs have gone up, China has stopped
t aki ng our plastic, and those plastics
have wound up in our waterways and in our
| andfill s.

I n conclusion, | urge you and
your fellow Council nmenbers to support
this bill. This bill is a rare
conmbi nati on of public policy that checks
so many boxes with such a sinple solution
and wwth a way that can be easily
financed with funds fromthe Anmerican

Strehl ow & Associ ates, |nc.
215-504- 4622




LI C/' | NSP 105
5/ 19/ 2022

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
Rescue Pl an and ot her sources.

Thank you for the opportunity
to speak before you today.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Great job,
Dave, and thank you for your service to
the Gty also and the work you bring.
Much appreci at ed.

M. MNMbnagl e, next person to
testify?

THE CLERK: Yes. Can we pl ease
have Amanda Sweeney.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Amanda,
just state your nane for the record and
t hen you can proceed with your testinony.
Thank you.

M5. SWEENEY: Okay. Cool.

H. M nane is Anmanda Sweeney
and |'"'ma junior at the University of
Pennsyl vania and an intern with
PennEnvironnent. |'mhere to testify in
support of House Bill 220221 sponsored by
Counci | menber Gym which would require
Phi | adel phi a school buildings to be
equi pped with one hydration station per
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100 students.
| grew up as a resident of the
Council's 10th District and attended
ki ndergarten at Anne Frank El enentary
School. When | was in kindergarten, ny
nother told ne not to drink fromthe
water fountains. At the tine, | was
confused as to why | could not drink from
the fountains. Al she would say to ne,
that the water was dirty. | understand
now t hat she was concerned about the |ead
contam nation in the drinking water in
t he Phil adel phia School D strict.
Now, 14 years |ater, many

children in the School D strict of
Phi | adel phia still |ack access to safe,
| ead-free drinking water. Since 2018,
98 percent of Phil adel phia public schools
t hat underwent testing contained sone
anmount of lead in their water supplies.
Consunption of |ead can produce negative
effects in people of all ages, but
especially children. This potent
neurotoxin leads to lifelong health
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conplications, including a hindrance of
brai n devel opnent and organ damage.
These children are our future, yet we
fail to provide themw th the bare
necessities.

Wth the installation of
hydration stations, children in the
School District of Philadelphia will no
| onger have to fear | ead contam nation

and the water at school. For these
reasons, | strongly urge this Commttee
to vote favorably on Bill 220221.

Thank you.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Amanda,

t hank you for your testinony. Mich
appr eci at ed.

M. MNMbnagl e, can we read the
next person to testify.

THE CLERK: Yes. | believe
we're going to go back and try and reach
Kristian Ogungbem .

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Kristi an,
are you avail abl e?

(No response.)
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COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Who el se
were you trying to reach?

THE CLERK: That's it,

M. Chairman.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ckay.
Well, unfortunately, | don't think we're
able to reach Kristian at this tinme, but
i f he does want to submt his testinony,
we Wil enter it into the record.

Thank you all for your
testinony. Thank you all for
participating in this hearing.

So the next part, is there
anybody el se -- there's nobody for public
comment, M. MMbnagle? They've all been
conpl eted, correct?

THE CLERK: No, M. Chairnan.
That's it.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  That w ||
concl ude our. ..

COUNCI LMAN DOVB: M. Chair, |
think you're on nute, M. Chair.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: | nust
have nuted nyself. | think nost people
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woul d I'i ke that, but not in this case.
There being no further
guestions fromnenbers of the Commttee

and no other witnesses to testify, | wll
ask if anyone else is -- that we failed
to call, please offer testinony for this
bill to be considered today?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Heari ng
that there is none, | want to thank all
t he panelists and witnesses for their
participation. W val ue your opinions.
| nowinvite all panelists and w tnesses
to pl ease disconnect fromthe neeting
before we go into our public neeting.

W wi ||l now pause proceedi ngs
for a mnute for nultiple participants to
| eave t he heari ng.

(Brief pause.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: Ckay.
Thi s concl udes the public hearing of the
Commttee. We will now go into a public
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neeting to consider action to be taken on
the bills before this Commttee today.

M. MNMonagl e, can you pl ease
call the roll for the public neeting.

THE CLERK: Counci | man Donb.

COUNCI LMAN DOMVB:  Present.
Thank you.

THE CLERK: Counci | wonman
G | nore Richardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Good
afternoon, M. Chair and colleagues. [|'m
present .

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber

Johnson.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Jones.

COUNCI LMAN JONES: | am
present.

THE CLERK: Counci |l nenber Oh.

(No response.)

THE CLERK: Counci | nenber
Squi |l | a.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Good
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afternoon. |'m present.

THE CLERK: You have a quorum
M. Chair man.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you,
M. MMonagl e.

W will now, since we have a
quorum we will now go into our public
meeti ng.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Donb for a notion on Bill
No. 210677.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB: Thank you,
M. Chair. | nove that Bill No. 210677
be reported fromthis Conmttee with a
favorabl e recommendati on and further nove
that the rules of Council be suspended to
permt first reading of this bill at the
next session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  The bi |l
has been seconded by Council nenber Jones.

|t has been noved and properly
seconded that the Bill No. 210677 be
approved.
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Al those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Any
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  The ayes
have it and the notion carries. Bill No.
220677 be reported fromthis Commttee
with a favorable recommendati on and
further noved that the rules of Council
be suspended as to permt the first
readi ng at the next session of Council.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Donb for a notion on the
anendnent to Bill No. 210740.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB: Thank you,
M. Chairman. | offer an anendnent to
Bill No. 210740. A copy of the anmendnent
has been circulated to all nenbers of the
Commttee. | nove that the anendnent to
Bill No. 210740 be approved.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  The
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anmendnment has been seconded by
Counci | menber Jones.

|t has been noved and properly
seconded. Therefore, the anendnent to
Bill No. 210740 be approved.

Al those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Any
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  The ayes
have it and the notion carries that the
amendnent to Bill No. 210740 has been
approved.

The Chair now recogni zes
Counci | man Donb for a notion on Bill No.
210740, as anended.

COUNCI LMAN DOMB: Thank you,
M. Chairman. | nove that Bill No.
210740, as anended, be reported fromthis
Committee with a favorabl e recommendati on
and further nove that the rul es of
Council be suspended to permt first
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reading of this bill at the next session
of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA: | think
t hat was seconded by Council nenber Jones.

|t has been noved and properly
seconded. Therefore, the Bill No.

210740, as anended, be reported fromthis
Commttee with a favorabl e recommendati on
and further noved that the rul es of
Counci |l be suspended as to permt first
readi ng at our next session of Council.

Al those in favor signify by
sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Any
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  The ayes
have it and the notion carries.

The Chair recognizes
Counci | menber Donb for a notion on Bill
No. 220110.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB: Thank you,
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
M. Chairman. | nove that Bill No.
220110 be reported fromthis Commttee
with a favorabl e recommendati on and

further nove that the rul es of Council be

suspended to permt first reading of this

bill at the next session of Council.
(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you.

The Chair notes for the record that
Counci | mrenber Jones seconded the notion.
|t has been noved and properly
seconded that the Bill No. 220110 be
approved.
Al those in favor of the

notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Those
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  The ayes
have it and the notion carries. Bill No.

220110 wll be reported fromthis

Commttee with a favorabl e recommendati on

and further noved that the rul es of
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
Council be suspended as to permt this

bill at the next session of -- the first
reading of this bill at the next session
of Council.

That w il conplete our hearing,

our neeting for today. No other further
guestions, we would like to end it.

Thank you all for your help and
partnership in having the L& hearing
noved through. Thank you all for your
testinony. Take care, everyone. Have a
great day.

( Pause.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you
so nmuch. Thank you, everyone, and
wel cone back. W are now reconveni ng our
public neeting for the L& Commttee.

M. MNMnagle, would you call
the roll to -- oh, he's not in.

So Counci | menber Donb.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB:  Present.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
Counci | menber Ri chardson.

COUNCI LWOVAN RI CHARDSON:  Good
afternoon, M. Chair and colleagues. [|I'm
present.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Counci | menber Johnson.

COUNCI LMAN JOHNSON:  Present.

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:
Counci | menber Squilla is present.

That gives us a quorum The
neeting i s now back in session.

Counci | renber Donb, can you
pl ease make a notion on Bill No. 220221.

COUNCI LMAN DOVB: Thank you,

M. Chairman. | nove that Bill No.
220221 be reported fromthis Commttee
with a favorabl e recommendati on and
further nove that the rules of Council be
suspended to permt first reading of this
bill at the next session of Council.

(Duly seconded.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Thank you.
Seconded by Counci | nenber Kat heri ne
G | nore Richardson.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.

|t has been noved and properly
seconded now that Bill 220221 be
approved.

Al those in favor say aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Any
opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  Ayes have
it. The ayes have it and the notion
carries. Bill No. 220221 be reported
fromthis Conmttee with a favorable
recommendati on and further noved that the
rul es of Council be suspended as to
permt the first reading of this bill at
t he next session of Council.

| would like to apologize to
Modesto for closing the neeting, but now
we opened it back up and conpl eted the
neeting today. So that wll concl ude our
neeting for good for today.

Thank you all for your patience
and appreciate you all getting back on.

Thank you, Mbodesto.
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5/19/22 - L& - BILL 210677, ETC.
COUNCI LMVOVMAN GYM  Thank you,
col | eagues. Thank you, Mddesto and tech
t eam
COUNCI LMAN SQUI LLA:  You all
have a good day.
(Commttee on Licenses and
| nspections concl uded at approxi mately
3:00 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE
| HEREBY CERTI FY that the
proceedi ngs, evidence and objections are
contained fully and accurately in the
st enogr aphi ¢ notes taken by ne upon the
foregoing matter, and that this is a true and
correct transcript of sane.

M CHELE L. MJURPHY
RPR- Not ary Public

(The foregoing certification of this
transcri pt does not apply to any reproduction
of the sanme by any neans, unless under the
di rect control and/or supervision of the
certifying reporter.)
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