Stated Meeting
11/ 21/ 2024

© o0 N oo g b~ w NP

=
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

COUNCI L OF THE G TY OF PH LADELPH A

STATED MEETI NG

Cty Hall, Room 400

Phi | adel phi a, Pennsyl vani a

Thur sday, Novenber 21, 2024
10: 00 a. m

PRESENT:

COUNCI L PRESI DENT KENYATTA JOHNSON
COUNCI LWOVAN NI NA - AHVAD
COUNCI LWOVAN CI NDY BASS
COUNCI LWOVAN KENDRA BROOKS
COUNCI LMAN M CHAEL DRI SCOLL
COUNCI LWOVAN JAM E GAUTHI ER
COUNCI LWOVAN KATHERI NE G LMORE RI CHARDSON
COUNCI LMAN JI M HARRI TY
COUNCI LMAN CURTI S J. JONES, JR
COUNCI LWOVAN RUE LANDAU
COUNCI LMOVAN QUETCY M LOZADA
COUNCI LMAN BRI AN J. O NEI LL
COUNCI LMAN NI COLAS O ROURKE
COUNCI LMAN ANTHONY PHI LLI PS
COUNCI LMAN | SAI AH THOVAS
COUNCI LMAN JEFFREY YOUNG, JR

ELI ZABETH McCOLLUM NAZARI O, | NTERI M CHI EF CLERK
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Good norning, everyone.
Good norni ng, everyone.

| note that the hour has
conme and that a quorum of council is
present. | will ask that al
menbers take their seats and al
visitors please retire to the seats
outside the rails.

Before proceeding, | wll
ask all those present to pl ease set
your cell phones to silent or
vibrate. And | would ask that all
si debar conversations be held
out si de the chanbers.

To give our invocation this
norni ng the chair recogni zes Pastor
Frantz U ysses of the First Haitian
Church of God of Prophecy. He is
here today as the guest of Majority
Leader Katherine Gl nore Richardson.

| will ask all nenbers and

guests to pl ease ri se.
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(Counci | menbers, guests and visitors rise.)

PASTOR ULYSSES: Speaker 2

Good norning. Let us pray.

God of justice and nercy,
thank you for the gift of life and
the opportunity to serve the people
of our city. W pray for w sdom
for strength, courage to do what is
right and good for all citizens.
May we put the interests of others
above our owmn. May we act with | ove
for the comon good. My we be good
nei ghbors, recogni zing your i nage
and every person here and around the
City of Brotherly I ove.

We thank you again for this
Council, our Mayor, our city, staff,
our first responders, our hospital
staff and those who work to nake
this place we call honme such a
wonderful city.

Make every deci sion be

righteous in your sight. May your
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benefit and your friend for your
glory. This is our prayer in the
name of Alm ghty God of perfect

| ove, set us free fromall our
fears. Amen.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Council will now be at
ease. The Chair thanks the Pastor
for the invocation.

(Council at ease.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The next order of business
Is the approval of the Journal of
the neeting of Thursday, Novenber
14t h, 2024.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber C ndy Bass.

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS: Thank
you, M. President. | nove that the
Journal of the neeting of Thursday,
Novenber 14th, 2024, be approved.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
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properly seconded that the Journa
of the neeting of Thursday, Novenber
14t h, 2024, stand approved.

Al'l those in favor indicate
by sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it. And the
Journal is approved.

The next order of business
Is request for |eave of absence and
the chair recogni zes Counci | menber
G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
M. President. On behalf of the
menbers of Council, a |eave of
absence is requested for
Counci | menber O Nei l | .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The Chair thanks the
Counci | renber. Leave will be
gr ant ed.

The Chair recogni zes
Mnority Whip N col as O RourKke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:

Thank you, Counci
President. There are no requests
for | eave of absence today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch. The
Chair thanks the Council menber.

The Chair now recogni zes
Majority Leader G | nore R chardson
for a notion concerning certain
| egislative matters that may arise
during the course of today's session
of Council and that were not |isted
on the calendar circulated prior to
today's Council session.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you,

M. President. | nove that any of
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the followng matters, if considered
today, nmay be added to the agenda
for this session of Council. And as
requi red by | aw, subsequently
publ i shed on an anmended agenda after
t he consideration of those matters:

Resol uti ons authori zi ng
heari ngs, anmendnents to bills on
first reading the reconsideration of
a bill veto by or recalled fromthe
Mayor. Amendnents to bills recalled
fromthe Mayor. Resolutions taking
substantive action to be voted on in
this session. A notion to w thdraw
a bill or resolution that is not on
the calendar. And the notion
placing a bill or resolution on or
returning a bill or resolution from
t he suspensi on cal endar that is not
listed on today's cal endar.

The purpose of this notion
is to provide the public with notice

concerni ng possi bl e actions by
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Council that arose too late to be
i ncl uded on the cal endar that was
publ i shed prior to today's session.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
| s there a second?
(Duly seconded.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and
property seconded that the
| egi slative matter stated by
Council, Menber Majority Leader
G I nore Richardson may be added to
the agenda for today should those
matters arise during the course of
this session of Council
Al'l those in favor w il
I ndi cate by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed the ayes?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it and the notion
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carries.

The Chair will dispense
with the regul ar order of business
to recogni ze the guests and visitors
joining us in the chanbers this
nor ni ng.

On behal f of all nenbers of
City Council, | welcone you to our
Counci| session. W appreciate your
taking the tinme to join us as we
attend the |legislative affairs of
our great city. W certainly invite
you to cone again.

There being no
presentati ons today, the next order
of business is communi cati ons.

The Chair requests that the
Sergeant-at-Arns deliver the
nmessages fromthe Mayor to the Chief
d erk.

WIl the Chief Cerk please
read the nessages fromthe mayor and

any ot her comrunications in her

Page 9

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 21/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

possessi on?

CH EF CLERK: To the
presi dent and nenbers of the Counci
of the City of Philadelphia, |I'm
submtting here with for the
consi derati on of your honorabl e body
the foll ow ng proposed ordi nance:

An ordi nance aut hori zi ng
transfers and appropriations for
fiscal year 2024 fromthe Ceneral
Fund fromcertain or all city
of fi ces, departnents, boards and
conmm ssions. To the Water Fund from
certain or all city offices,
departnents, boards and comm ssi ons.
The Grants Revenue Fund fromcertain
or all city offices, departnents,
boards and comm ssions, and the
Transportation Fund to certain or
all city offices, departnents,
boards and comm ssions, to the
CGeneral Fund to certain or all city

of fi ces, departnents, boards and

Page 10

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 21/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

conm ssions to the Water Fund, to
certain or all city offices,
departnents, boards and conmm ssi ons,
and to the Transportation Fund to
certain or all city offices,
departnents, boards and conmmi ssi ons.
And a resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 320 N. 41st
Street and 323 N. Holly Street
| ocated in the 3rd Council manic
District, in accordance with the
terns of Chapter 16-700 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code.
And a resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 3862 and 3864
Penns Grove Street and 1118 N. 39th
Street located in the 3rd
Council manic District, in accordance
with the terns and conditions of
Chapter 16-700 of the Philadel phia
Code.
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And a resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 2518, 2522, 2525,
2530, 2561 N. Dover Street.

2544, 2600, 2603, 2611,
2640, 2710, 2837, 2931, 2935, 3019,
3021, 3027, 3029, 3031 and 3039 W
Cakdal e Street.

2423, 2425, 2437, 2446,
2468, 2469, 2501, 2502, 2505, 2506,
2513, 2516, 2517, 2526, 2529, 2539,
2542, 2556, 2567, 2609, 2620, 2621
and 2626 N. Stanley Street | ocated
in the 5th Councilmanic District in
accordance with the terns of Chapter
16- 700 of the Phil adel phia Code.

There are no ot her
conmuni cations in nmy possession,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you. The nessages
will be presented -- will be printed

in the Journal.
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The Chair recogni zes the
presence of Council menber | saiah
Thomas and Counci | menber Mark
Squi |l I a.

The next order of business
Is the introduction of bills and
resol utions.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Philli ps.

COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, col |l eagues, and good
nmorning to the view ng public.

| have no bills or
resol utions for introduction today.
Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader Richardson.

COUNCI LMEMBER @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON: Good Morni ng, Counci l

Presi dent. Good norning,
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col | eagues. Today, | offer three
resolutions. Two are privileged,
one on your behal f, and one
non-privil eged resol ution on your
behal f .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very much. WII
the Chief Cerk, please read the
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng Novenber 17th
t hrough the 23rd, 2024 as Nationa
Apprenticeship Wek in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnment Authority to execute

and deliver to the Phil adel phia Land
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Bank a deed conveying title to 2123
Fernon Street |ocated in the 2nd
Councilmanic District, pursuant to
the requirenents of the Commonweal th
Land Bank Act.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration in our next
sessi on of Council.

CH EF CLERK: And a
non-privil eged resol uti on renam ng
the 2100 bl ock of Alter Street
Honor abl e Harol d Janes Way, in honor
of Pennsyl vani a House of
Representative Harold Janes for his
exenpl ary | eadership, dedication to
public service and | asting
contributions to the peopl e of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be

pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
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for consideration at our next
sessi on of Council .

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

Good norni ng, Counci l
President. Today, | have one bill
and one non-privil eged resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

WIl the Chief Cerk please
read the title of the bill and
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zi ng encroachnents in the
nature of a sidewal k cafe in the
vicinity of 229 S. 45th Street
Phi | adel phia, PA 19104, under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This bill wll be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
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non-privil eged resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 320 N. 41st
Street and 323 N. Holly Street
| ocated in the 3rd Council manic
District, in accordance with the
terms of Chapter 16-700 of the
Phi | adel phi a Code.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be
pl aced on the Final Passage Cal endar
for consideration at our next
sessi on of Council.
The Chair recogni zes
Maj ority Whip |saiah Thomas.
COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS: Good
Morni ng, Council President. Good
nor ni ng, coll eagues. Good norning
to the listening public. Nothing
today, Council President.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Good nor ni ng.

The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | menber Curtis Jones.

COUNCI LMEMBER JONES:

M. President, coll eagues,
not hi ng t oday.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU.  Good
nmor ni ng, Council President and
col | eagues.

This norning | have three
privileged resolutions and one on
Mnority Leader Kendra Brooks's
behal f.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the clerk please read
the title of the resolutions?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on decl ari ng Novenber 13th
t hrough Novenber 19th, 2024, as
Transgender Awareness Wek, and

Novenber 20th as Transgender Day of
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Renmenbrance, in the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution authori zing
the Commttee on Law and Governnent
to hol d hearings exploring
Phi | adel phi a's readi ness and
commtnent to protecting inmgrant,
LA&BTQ plus, and other nmarginalized
comuni ties in advance of the
i npendi ng Trunp adm ni stration.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring the
life and | egacy of David Ranbl er,
Chair of the Phil adel phia Fair
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Housi ng Conmi ssion, for his
tenacious and lifelong conmtnent to
soci al justice, housing equity and

i npact on the lives of

Phi | adel phi ans.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

Good j ob, Council nenber Rue
Landau.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Quetcy Lozada.

CH EF CLERK: There's one
nore. There's one nore | have one
nore to read, |I'msorry.

A resolution -- a
privileged resolution honoring the
life and | egacy of Robert Schwart z,
t he co-founder and forner executive
di rector of the Juvenile Law Center
and recogni zing his lifel ong

dedi cation to juvenile justice and
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youth rights on the national and
i nternational |evel.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Quetcy Lozada.
COUNCI LMEMBER LOZADA:
Thank you, Counci
President. | have no bills and no
resol uti ons today.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jeffrey J. Young.
COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President. Today | offer
one bill and three privil eged
resol utions.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cderk please
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read the title of the bill and
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: An ordinance
anmending Title 15 of the
Phi | adel phia Code entitled Parks and
Recreati on by adding a new section
15- 606 and new section 15-706 to
establish animal free areas and
provide for the managenent of
animals in parks, playgrounds and
recreation centers, and to provide
for penalties and enforcenent al
under certain ternms and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This bill wll be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resol ution thanking
Tenpl e University for becom ng the
first university in Philadel phia
region to deploy gun detention
technol ogy to boost safety.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Page 22

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 21/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng the
Phi | adel phia Bl ack Wnen's Heal th
Al'liance for their 40 years of
service to Phil adel phia comuniti es.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
ordi nary heroes for their work
engagi ng bl ack and brown youth in
the Hunting Park Conmunity.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | mrenber JimHarrity.
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COUNCI LMEMBER HARRI TY: Good
afternoon. Good norning. Watever
it is right now. Council President,
| have not hi ng today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch,
chairman -- M. Harrity.

The Chair recogni zes
Mnority Whip N cholas O Rourke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE:

Good nor ni ng,

M. President. Good norning all.
Today we have not hi ng.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber M ke Driscoll.

Counci | menber DRI SCOLL:

Morni ng, M. President.
One privil eged resol ution today.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cderk please
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read the title of the privilege
resol ution.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring Leslie Richards
for her service to the residents of
the city of Phil adel phia and
surroundi ng area during her tenure
as general nanager and CEO of the
Sout heast ern Pennsyl vani a
Transportation Authority.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar.

The chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jeffrey J. Young.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President. | just wanted
to ensure that the bill that |
i ntroduced was also read into the
record as well. The bill that we
i ntroduced as well, | just want to

make sure it's read into the record.
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| don't know if we heard the bil
I ntroduced.

CH EF CLERK: Yeah, | got
it. Yeah.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It was read. Thank you
very much

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber C ndy Bass.
Counci | renber Bass, you'd |like to be
recogni zed?

COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:  No.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Okay. Your light is on,
that's why |I'mreachi ng out.

Al right. Let's do this
-- let me go back. The Chair
recogni zes Counci |l menber Squill a.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:

Thank you, M. President.
| offer two bills, one on your
behal f .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you very nuch.

WIlIl the Chief Cerk read
the title of the Bills.

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
aut hori zi ng encroachnents in the
nature of a sidewal k cafe, in the
vicinity of 1148 through 50 S. 11th
Street Phil adel phia, PA 19147 under
certain terns and conditions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This bill wll be referred
to the appropriate commttee.

CH EF CLERK: And an
ordi nance authorizing transfers and
appropriations for fiscal year 2024
fromthe General Fund for certain or
all city offices, departnents,
boards and comm ssions, the Water
Fund fromcertain or all city
of fi ces, departnents, boards and
conm ssions, the Grants Revenue Fund
fromcertain or all city offices,

departnents, boards and comm ssi ons.
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And the Transportation Fund from
certain or all city offices,
departnents, boards and conmm ssi ons,
to the General Fund to certain or
all city offices, departnents,
boards and commi ssions, to the Water
Fund to certain or all city offices,
departnents, boards and conm ssi ons
and to the Transportation Fund to
certain or all city offices,
departnents, boards and conmm ssi ons.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
This bill will be referred
to the appropriate commttee.
Council wll be at ease.
(Council at ease.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber C ndy Bass.
COUNCI LMEMBER BASS:. Thank
you, M. President. [I'Il offer
three privileged resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk please
read the title of the privileged
resol utions.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring the Sinon Gatz
Hi gh school football teamfor
Wi nni ng the 2024 Public League
Chanpi onshi p and cel ebrating their
resilience and excell ence.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring
Central H gh School for w nning the
2024 PIAA District 12, AAA Team
title for the fourth consecutive
year and cel ebrating their
I npressive sweep of team singles
and doubl es chanpi onshi ps.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution honoring
| mhotep Charter Hi gh School for
Wi nni ng the 2024 Public League 6A
and PIAA District 7, Football
Chanpi onshi ps and cel ebrating their
| egacy of excell ence.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

Looks like the 8th
Councilmanic District is making
noves.

The Chair recogni zes
Dr. N na Ahmad.

Counci | renrber AHVAD: Thank
you, Council President. | have two
privileged resol utions.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk please
read the title of the privileged
resol utions?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recognizing the critical
need for the city of Philadel phia to
address vacanci es and public safety
positions, especially school
crossing guards to protect the well -
being of its residents and uphol d
the city's commtnent to conmunity
security.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution will be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

Thank you, Dr. Ahnad.

CH EF CLERK: And a
privileged resolution recogni zi ng
the critical inportance of
vaccinations for the children in

Phi | adel phi a.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

This resolution wll be
pl aced on today's Final Passage
Cal endar .

The next order of business
is reports fromcomttees. The
Chair recogni zes Counci | nenber
Jeffrey J. Young for a report from
the Commttee on Streets and
Servi ces.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

The Committee on Streets
and Services reports out 11 bills
with a favorabl e reconmendati on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you.

WIl the Chief Cerk please
read the title of the report.

CH EF CLERK: The Committee
on Streets and Services to which
were referred the following bills:

Bill 240644, an ordi nance
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amending Title 10 of the

Phi | adel phi a Code, entitled

Regul ati on of |ndividual Conduct and
Activity by addi ng prohibitions and
penalties related to litter near
nobi | e provi der of goods, all under
certain terns and conditions.

And 240876, an ordi nance
est abl i shing parking regulations in
the vicinity of Point Breeze Avenue
bet ween Moore Street and Mfflin
Street. Rosewood Street between
Jackson Street and Wl f Street.
Dorian Street between Snyder Avenue
and McKean Street. Garnett Street
bet ween Snyder Avenue and MKean
Street. Mfflin Street between S.
20th Street and S. 21st Street.
Chadwi ck Street between Jackson
Street and Passyunk Avenue. South
22nd Street between MKean Street
and Mfflin Street. Mfflin Street

between S. 30th Street and S. 29th
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Street. Colorado Street between
Snyder Avenue and McKean Avenue.

And 240877, an ordi nance
establ i shing parking regulations in
the vicinity of Mfflin Street
between S. 23rd Street and S. 22nd
Street. S. 21st Street between
Moore Street and Mfflin Street.
Bouvi er Street between the MKean
Street and Snyder Avenue. South
15th Street between Snyder Avenue
and Jackson Street. Hicks Street
bet ween Moore Street and Morris
Street. MTfflin Street between S
19th Street and S. 18th Street.
H cks Street between Jackson Street
and Snyder Avenue Dudl ey Street
between S. 18th Street and S. 19th
Street. Mle Street between Jackson
Street and Snyder Avenue. Lanbert
Street between McKean Street and
Mfflin Street.

And 240878, an ordi nance
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est abli shing a parking regul ati on on
Corlies Street between Tasker Street
and Morris Street. W I der Street
bet ween 21st Street and 20th Street.
Myrtl ewood Street between Di ckinson
Street and Tasker Street. Alter
Street between S. 18th Street and S.
17th Street. South 17th Street

bet ween Tasker Street and Mrris
Street. South 16th Street between
Morris Street and Tasker Street.

Hi cks Street between Mirris Street
and Tasker Street. Titan Street
between S. 20th Street and Poi nt
Breeze Avenue. South 16th Street
bet ween Tasker Street and D ckinson
Street. South 16th Street between
Reed Street and Wharton Street.

And 240879, an ordi nance
est abl i shing parking regul ati on on
Garnett Street between Snyder Avenue
and McKean Street. Warton Street,

between S. 24th Street and S. 25th
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Street Bucknell Street between
Cakford Street and Federal Street.
Cl evel and Street between Di ckinson
Street and Tasker Street. Dickinson
Street between S. 24th Street and S.
23rd Street. Dickinson Street
between S. 22nd Street and S. 23rd
Street. South 32nd Street between
Grays Ferry Avenue and Wharton
Street. Mrris Street between S
21st Street and S. 20th Street.

Dudl ey Street between S. 19th Street
and S. 20th Street. South 21st
Street between Mrris Street and
Moore Street.

And 240880, an ordi nance
est abli shing a parking regul ati on on
El mwod Street between S. 63rd
Street and S. 64th Street. G eenway
Avenue between S. 59th Street and S.
60th Street. South 67th Street
bet ween G eenway Avenue and Upl and

Street. Yocum Street between LI oyd
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Street and S. 72nd Street. G ays
Avenue between S. 62nd Street and S.
63rd Street. Dewey Street between
El mwod Avenue and Bui st Avenue.
South 61st Street between Bui st
Avenue and El mwod Avenue. 22nd
Street between Di ckinson Street and
Reed Street. Ellsworth Street
between S. 18th Street and S. 17th
Street Tasker Street Between Poi nt
Breeze and S. 23rd Street.

And 240881, and ordi nance
aut hori zing the striking fromGty
Plan Nos. 292 and 321. And the
abandonnment of a certain right-of-
way reserved for gas main purposes
| ocated al ong the southwesterly side
of Ashburner Street, southeast of
Hegerman Street and ascendi ng
sout hwesterly therefrom under
certain terns and conditions.

And 241026, an ordi nance

anmendi ng Section 2 of an ordi nance,
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Bill No. 220188, approved on August
31st, 2022, entitled an "Ordi nance
Aut horizing the striking fromCity
Pl an No. 269 and abandonnent of a
certain of a portion of a certain
ri ght-of-way for drainage purposes
and water main purposes in the
vicinity of the northwesterly side
of Cvic Center Boul evard, northeast
of GCsler Crcle, under certain terns
and conditions by extending the
period for conpliance with the terns
and conditions stated therein.

And 241027, an Ordi nance
aut hori zi ng Posel Wodl and
Associ ates, LP, or subsequent owner
to install, own and nmaintain an
encroachnment at 4116 through 18
Chester Avenue, Phil adel phia, PA
19104, under certain terns and
condi ti ons.

And 241028, an O di nance
amendi ng Chapter 12-2700 of the
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Phi | adel phia Code entitled "Permt
par ki ng districts by changing
certain boundaries and establishing
new permt parking districts," al
under certain ternms and conditions.

And 241030, an O di nance
amendi ng Chapter 12-3400 of the
Phi | adel phia Code entitled "Use of
an aut omat ed Speed enf or cenent
systemto inprove safety" by
providing for the use adm nistration
and enforcenent of automated speed
canmeras on State Route 13, within
t he boundari es of Phil adel phia and
anmendi ng the Internet website notice
requi renment, all under certain terns
and condi tions.

Respectfully reported and
consi dered the sane and returns the
attached bills to Council with a
favorabl e recomendat i on.

There are no further bills

to report fromthe Comrttee on
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Streets and Services, council
Presi dent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber young for a notion.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President. | nove that the
bill just reported out of commttee
today. Council be suspended to
permt the bills read today on this
day into the record by the Chief
Clerk. Sorry, sorry.

M. President, | noved that
the rules of council be suspended to
permt the first reading of these
bills read today by the Chief derk.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has the noving
properties seconded that the rules
of Council be suspended so as to
permt the consideration of the
bills just read by the Chief Cerk

at today's session of Council
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Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it. The
notion carries. These bills wll be
pl aced our first readi ng cal endar
for today.

The next order of business
I's the consideration of the
calendar. | note that the bills
just reported fromthe commttees
with the suspension of the rules
have been deened to have had a first
r eadi ng.

These bills will be placed
on a second readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endar for the next
session of Council.

As there are no additional
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bills in the first readi ng cal endar,
the Chair recognizes Majority Leader
G I nore Richardson for the purpose
of calling up bills and resol utions
on a second readi ng and Fi nal
Passage Cal endar.

COUNCI LMEMBER @ LMORE
Rl CHARDSON:  Thank you,
M. President. The following bills
and resolutions are being called up
fromthe second readi ng and fi nal
passage cal endars today:

Nunbers 241066, 241067,
241068, 241069, 241074, 241075 and
240613- A

The following bills and
resolutions on the cal endar are
bei ng hel d: 240724, 240834, 240242,
240427, 240612, 240817 and 240304.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you.

Bef ore considering these

bills and resolutions, we wll
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consi der public comment as follows:

Your public comment nust
concern matters on a second readi ng
and final passage cal endars for
possi bl e action in today's session
of Council .

Al'l speakers nust sign up
in order to testify. |f you have
not already signed up for today's
sessi on, please do so now by giving
your nane to Ms. Hass at the table
outside the rails to ny left.

Once you have -- once you
have signed up, you will be called
in the order in which your nane
appears on the sign-up sheet. Under
i deal circunstances public coments
each wll have 3 mnutes to speak.
However, at this tinme limt may vary

fromsession to session. Wth the

addi tional |ist that we have today
of individuals who will be speaking
the time [imt will be 2 m nutes.
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In order to speak -- in
order to be fair to all those
wi shing to speak, | intend to hold
faithfully to the two-mnute limt.
When you begi n speaking, you wl|
see a green light on the podi um
When there are at 30 seconds
remaining to your tinme, the |ight
will turn yellow, which is your
rem nder to conclude your renarks.

Once 2 m nutes have past,
the light will turn red and the
sergeant-at-arnms w Il disconnect the
m crophone. At that point please
yield the podiumto the next
speaker, if you have not done so
already. | also reserve the right
pursuant to our rules of Council to
limt repetitious comments on the
sane matter.

Il wll now ask the Chief
Clerk to please read the nane of our

first speaker. Council wll be at
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ease, as we acknow edge
Counci | mrenber Rul e Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU.

Thanks so nuch, Counci
Presi dent, colleagues. Just for one
second before public comment starts,
| wanted to speak for a second on
one of ny resolutions that |
i ntroduced honoring the life and
| egacy of Dave Ranbl er, who was the
Chair of the Fair Housing
Conmm ssi on.

"Il say sone nore in ny
speech, but who | wanted to
recogni ze today is his wife, Suzanne
Young, who's in the audi ence right
now, who likely will not speak
during public conment, but to just
have everybody recogni ze her on
behal f of Dave, who nade such a
tremendous difference in the world
of public interest law.  Soci al

Justice Warrior and advocate, who we
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| ost way too soon. So, Suzanne, if
you wanted to --

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Suzanne, could you pl ease
st and?

(Appl ause.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

WIIl the Chief Cerk please
call the first person for public
conment .

CH EF CLERK: Bob Previdi,
Ni co Meyering, Cam || e Bogan, Ashl ei
Tracy and Evan Boroch al so nake
their way to the podi um
(Public speakers approach podium)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

You can begi n.

MR, PREVIDI: Bob Previdi
from Save The Train.

Good Mor ni ng, Counci l
Presi dent Johnson, Councilwoman Bass

and all nenmbers of Council. Thank
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you for the opportunity to speak.

My nane is Bob Previdi,
policy director for Save The Train
coalition. Save The Train is an ad
hoc group with nmenbers from Ni cet own
Germantown, M. Airy, Chestnut Hi Il
formed to fight the closure of the
Chestnut Hi |l Wst Regional Rail
Li ne and ot her service cuts that
wi |l be necessary if SEPTA s budget
gap isn't close.

We want to offer our
support for the resol ution asking
Governor Shapiro to use flex funding
to pay to prevent a fare increase
and service cuts.

Late | ast year, we got a
copy of SEPTA' S doonsday map. |It's
a stark rendering of what service
cuts we nmay face by the year 2030,

I f the agency continues down a death
spiral of fare increases and service

cuts.
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Qur 8,000 nmenbers and 70
organi zati ons from Nort hwest
Phi | adel phia are frankly
di sappointed. It's taking this |ong
to get this job done. The Mayor
wants the city to be the cleanest
and greenest city in the nation. |
don't see how we can achi eve that
goal with a public transit systemin
decl i ne.

As we ask our menbers what
prevents themfromriding? Two
t hi ngs cone up over and over.
Frequency and crime. SEPTA is doing
a lot of things to try to turn the
ship around, but it needs nore
I nvest nent .

On Monday, this City
Counci| held hearings about the
readi ness for 2026. 2026 presents a
catacl ysm c opportunity to nake or
break Phil adel phia's image in the

wor | d st age.
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Paris invested inits
public transit at the head of the
A ynpics; LA is doing the sane.
Phi | adel phia will be on the gl obal
spotlight in 2026. Are we ready?

Wthout full funding SEPTA
will have to divert attention to
bal ancing its books by cutting
service and jeopardizing our ability
to make a positive inpression to the
t housands of visitors in 2026.
Therefore, we support the Council's
efforts to push the governor to get
the job done And fix the current
budget crisis. Thank you.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: N co
Meyering, Cam || e Bogan, Ashl ei
Tracy, Evan Boroch and Jay Arzu al so

make their way to the podi um

(Publ i c speakers approach the podium)

MR. MEYERING Thank you.
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Sorry, may | begin?

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

You can begi n.

MR. MEYERING Thank you. |
appreciate that. Good norning,
Counci | renbers. M nane is N co
Meyering. | support Bill No.

241075. I|I'mcurrently the Chair of
the Mayor's Disability Conm ssion.
I"malso the VP of an incredible
nonprofit called Young I|Invol ved

Phi | adel phia, and | speak today in
fromboth of those perspectives.

Li ke many others, | rely on
SEPTA to navigate ny daily life as a
younger disabled professional. | go
fromny honme in Queen Village,
beauti ful nei ghborhood, to ny job in
Center City, again, beautiful
nei ghbor hood.

| use SEPTA to visit
nmuseuns and see ny friends make it

to neetings, and nost inportantly,

Page 50

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 21/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

to nmy doctor visits as well.

Mor eover, disabl ed people |ike nme
use SEPTA everyday to fully engage
in this incredible city.

That's why |I'm here.

Right? |'mhere to encourage you
all to prioritize flex funding for
SEPTA and to urge Governor Shapiro
to use that flex funding. It's not
just about transit, is it? It's
about creating a safer and nore
accessi bl e Phil adel phia for

ever ybody.

First, public transit saves
lives, everyone knows this. Every
ti me soneone chooses SEPTA i nstead
of driving, it reduces the nunber of
cars on our streets. This is
i mportant for ne for ny disabled
guys, gals and non-binary pals
because di sabl ed people |ike ne and
perhaps |i ke some of you in the room

today are disproportionately
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affected by traffic violence.

We die at very high nunbers
related to traffic deaths and a
fully functioning, well-equipped
SEPTA can hel p us prevent those
statistics from happeni ng.

Second, SEPTA is a lifeline
for young and di sabl ed
Phi | adel phians like ne. It's nore
than a bus or train. It's
I ndependents, right? Many of us,
li ke me, don't have the tine or
means to take transit el sewhere.

Agai n, pl ease encourage the
governor to use flex funding. Thank
you.

M5. BOGAN:. Hi, ny nane is
Cam || e Bogan. Good norning and
t hank you.

| ama resident of District
2 in Point Breeze, as well as a
train transportation planning

pr of essi onal, who has worked with
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SEPTA in the past. | don't own a
car, | can't afford one and rely on
SEPTA and ot her forns of public
transportation to get around the
city.

| want to start off by
enphasi zi ng how critical this nonent
is for the health and noral e and
wel | -being of our city. The tinme to
debate this issue has | ong passed
and it is inperative that Cty
Counci| step up and take action to
ensure that Phil adel phians can
continue to get to work, to school,
to the doctor, to buy groceries
wi t hout disruptions and at an
af f ordabl e cost.

Wthout a well-funded,
affordabl e and reliable public
transportation system Phil adel phia
faces a severe crisis. Not only in
econom ¢ or educational opportunity,

but public health and overall
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quality of life.

Phi | adel phia is one of the
top ten major cities in the US, with
a |l arge percentage over a third of
househol ds out of vehicle. Another
third of Phil adel phians rely on
public transportation for commuting.
And that nunber is even hi gher when
we consi der the non-work rel ated
trips that people take everyday
often nultiple tines a day, to pick
up groceries, to pick up their kids
from daycare, and to visit famly
and friends.

The nedi an cost of owning
and sharing and maintaining a
personal vehicle in the US has
soared to over $1,000 a nonth. In
contrast purchasing a full price
SEPTA Trans pass each nonth adds up
to just over $1,100 a year. W
cannot expect Phil adel phians to

purchase a car with reduced or
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el i m nated SEPTA service when
they're already struggling to afford
housi ng, groceries and utilities.

And additionally, many nore
Phi | adel phi ans who are young and are
elderly also can't afford the cost
of taxis and ride shares because
t hey cannot drive and no | onger have
the option of a reliable bus or
train service.

The opportunity for
governorship period to flex Federal
H ghway funding to transit is our
absol ute | ast chance to secure
acceptance viability. Once serviced
are cut and routes are elimnated,
it will be along, difficult and
expensi ve process to reinstate them

And we have known this
nmonent was com ng since the passing
of Act 89 in 2013, and now that we
are here, I'murging Council to work

together to identify revenue sources
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so that hundreds of thousands of
people will not be left behind
wi t hout a job and educati onal
opportunities. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: Ashlei Tracy,
Evan Boroch, Jay Arzu and Andrea
Boffice al so nake their way to the
podi um
(Public speakers approach podi um)

M5. TRACY: Good norni ng.
['"'m Ashl ei Tracy, deputy director of
t he Pennsyl vania Bipartisan Cimte
Initiative. |1'ma Fishtown resident
and near daily Rider of the EI. And
| am honored to speak today in
support of Bill 241075.

This neasure is crucial to
ensuri ng accessi ble and equitable
public transportation for all
Pennsyl vanians. In this time of
econom ¢ recovery and hei ght ened
climate concerns, any fare hikes or

service cuts to SEPTA woul d
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di sproportionately harm worki ng
famlies, widen inequalities and
under m ne our shared progress
towards sustainability.

As a proud advocate of the
Pennsyl vani a Environnental rights
Anmendment, | understand the
i nportance of reducing vehicle
em ssions to achieve city clinmate
goals. A robust, well-funded public
transit systemli ke SEPTA, not only
al | evi ates congesti on but
significantly curtails greenhouse
gas em ssions by providing a
reliable alternative to single
occupancy vehi cl es.

Mor eover, under the ERA,
every resident is entitled to clean
air and a sustainabl e environnent.
Supporting public transit |ines
directly with these constitutional
values as it reduces pollution and

fosters healthier comunities.
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By reallocating federa
infrastructure funds to SEPTA,
Pennsyl vani a can denonstrate its
comm tnent to bal anci ng econonic
growt h, environnmental stewardship
and social equity.

| urge this Council to
support the bill and send a unified
nmessage to our state |eadership.
Public Transit is a necessity, not a
| uxury and nust remain affordabl e
and accessible to all.

| thank you for your tine
and to your dedication to the people
of Phi | adel phi a.

MR BOROCH: Hello, City
Council. Thank you for your work
and bringing this spell to the
floor. | know every SEPTA rider is
incredibly grateful for your work.
| don't owmn a car and |'mprimrily
reliant on SEPTA.

The fare i1 ncrease and
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service cuts proposed would be a
significant burden on ne. But this
isn't about ne, this is for ny
girlfriend's nom whose | ow
ridership route would very likely be
on the chopping block during a
service cut. She would no | onger be
able to come down for dinner in

Chi nat own, our favorite pastine and
woul d be cut off fromvisiting.

This is about the hundreds
of thousands of riders who cannot
afford a service cut or fare
I ncrease, |et alone both. Governor
Shapiro said he won't | et SEPTA
fail, but letting this fare increase
happen is failing not only SEPTA,
but our city and Commonweal th, too.

When House Denocrats said
they would conme back in the fall to
negotiate transit funding, | was
patient. Wen Spotlight PA

reporting Governor Shapiro was not
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prioritizing transit funding and
budget tal ks, | had hope.

Now is the tinme for
i mredi ate action. Not in the com ng
weeks, not in the next legislative
session. Now. | urge Gty Counci
to pass its resolution and for
Governor Shapiro to act with the
urgency we deserve. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: Jay Arzu,
Andrea Boffice, Naom WI dfl ower,
Moni ca Robi nson and Mackenzi e Long
al so make their way to the podi um
(Publ i c speakers approach podi um)

MR, ARZU. Good norni ng,
Cty Council. M nane is Jay Arzu
and I'mproud to call Phil adel phia
ny hone.

|"m here today to strongly
support Council|l President Johnson's
resol uti on 241075, urgi ng Governor
Shapiro to flex Federal H ghway

dollars, to save SEPTA and invest in
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Phi | adel phia's future.

SEPTA i s the backbone of
the Gty of Brotherly Love. It's
how peopl e get to work, attend
school , access heal thcare, stay
connected to what's going on in
their community. You know, it's
sonething that's not only a service,
it'"'s alifeline. But today that
lifeline is at risk.

SEPTA is on the brink of a
death spiral, facing drastic service
cuts and fare increases unless we
act decisively. The solution is
cl ear and achi evabl e. Yonah
Freemark of the Urban Institute
rem nds us that Pennsylvania has the
power to flex Federal H ghway
funding to support transit. And in
doi ng so reall ocate state and | ocal
funds to bol ster SEPTA' s operation.
This woul d increase SEPTA' s

Oper ati ng budget by 23 percent.

Page 61

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 21/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

| magi ne the possibilities,
stronger, nore reliable service
today, and the ability to pursue
bold transfornative projects |ike
bus revol ution, re-imagini ng
regional rail and the Roosevelt
Boul evard Subway. Projects that
could create jobs, reduce
congestion, and inprove the quality
of life for every Phil adel phi an.

But this isn't just about
nunbers, it's about people. Wthout
action service cuts w ||
di sproportionately harmthose who
need transit nost. Fanmlies,
seniors, students and people with
di sabilities.

| urge you to support
resol ution 241075 and call on
Governor Shapiro to act. Let's not
just save SEPTA. Let's build a
stronger, fairer and nore connected

Phi | adel phi a.
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Counci | President, thank
you for your tine, your |eadership
and your commtnent to
Phi | adel phia's future.

M5. BOFFI CE: Good norni ng.
My nanme is Andrea Boffice and |'m
here to support Resol ution No.
241075. | am a resident of Fishtown
area. | do not drive and | don't
own a car, so | exclusively use
public transit for ny transportation
needs.

| have lived in
Phi | adel phia wi thout a car for seven
years. One of the great things
about noving to Phil adel phia was ny
ability to get around via public
transportation, sonething that nade
regular |ife possible where | used
tolive. | rely on the EL everyday
to go to work at a nental health
nonprofit. And the first few years

of nmy jobs I was using SEPTA to neet
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clients all over the city. | rely
on the buses and trolleys for

appoi ntments, grocery shopping or
visiting famly and friends across
the city.

| f SEPTA does not receive
flex funding and has to go with
service cuts as planned, | don't
really know what 1'Il do. It would
greatly inpact nmy ability to get to
work and nmy general nobility. It
woul d al so harm ny col | eagues and
nei ghbors who drive, as the
congestion and | ack of parking they
deal with will get worse as service
cuts force SEPTA users to drive
I nst ead.

And for those of us for
whom choosing to drive isn't really
an option, we will be stuck w thout
access to basic services. On a
| arger scale the lack of public

transit will discourage our
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residents from exploring and
I nvesting in our city.

| encourage -- | strongly
encourage you to support the
resol ution on calling on Governor
Shapiro to flex highway funding to
save our public transportation and
i nvest in Philadel phia's future.
Thank you for your tine.

CH EF CLERK: Naom
W I df | ower, Moni ca Robi nson, Jaka
Moses, Kate Sullivan and Theresa
McLaughlin and Jereny Bl ackston can
al so make their way to the podi um
(Publ i c speakers approach podi um)

M5. WLDFLONER: Hi, ny

nanme i s Naom WIldflower. |'ma nom
of two young kids. | live in
Kensi ngton. | support resolution

241075, calling on Governor Shapiro
to flex Federal H ghway dollars to
stop SEPTA's death spiral.

| rely on SEPTA to drop ny
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son off at preschool, to go to parks
and restaurants, to church, to
appointnents and to visit friends.
Most of all, | use it on the
weekends when Jody Holton from SEPTA
says the systemw || be basically
unusabl e.

Qur famly doesn't own a
car and instead we choose to rent or
borrow one a few tines a year. CQur
famlies choice to use SEPTA wal k,
ride bikes and scooters is not only
heal thy for us and the environnent,
it's beneficial for those who do
dri ve reduci ng congestion and
par ki ng problens for them Even
though | barely use state highways,
a staggering anmount of ny tax
dollars go toward them So hi ghway
fl ex funds shoul d be used to support
t he hundreds of thousands of
Pennsyl vani ans who rely on SEPTA,

even if there are many nore
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Pennsyl vani ans who don't use SEPTA
at all.

Si nce SEPTA' s death spiral
began ny famly's nobility in the
region will be drastically reduced.
W will spend | ess on | ocal
busi nesses and add to congestion and
pol lution by taking nore ride shares
or being forced to buy a car.
Frankly, | would consider |eaving
Philly, ny honme since 2012 If these
cuts go through -- if these cuts go
t hr ough.

|'ma taxpayer, a
homeowner, a | andlord that provides
af f ordabl e housi ng and a soci al
wor ker. |'ve been serving the nost
vul nerable in our city for over a
decade. Were Philly to | ose ny
famly, it would be a significant
loss to the city.

Once again, | urge Cty

Council to pressure Governor Shapiro
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to use flex Federal Hi ghway fundi ng
to fund SEPTA. CGovernor Rendell did
in 2005. |It's time for Governor
Shapiro to do the sane.

Thank you, Council, for
your support of this |egislation.

M5. ROBI NSON:  Good
norni ng. Thank you, Counci l
President for the opportunity to
speak today and thank you,
Counci | mrenbers G | nore Ri chardson
and Thomas for co-sponsoring the
resol ution.

My nanme i s Moni ca Robi nson
and I"'mthe director of community
engagenent at the Phil adel phi a.
Council AFL-CIO W are a
federation of over 100 |ocal unions
representing over 150,000 wor ki ng
people in the public sector, private
I ndustry and buil di ng and
construction trades.

W fight for social and
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econom c justice for all working
people to ensure they have a voice
in politics, on the job, and in
their comunities.

| am here today speaking in
support of the resolution for
Nat i onal Apprenticeship Wek on its
10t h anni versary.

Regi st ered apprenti ceshi ps
are good for enployers and good for
wor ki ng people. Enployers get a
hi ghly skilled workforce and wor ki ng
peopl e get paid for their work
experience and it is a pathway to a
fam |y sustaining union job.

The average salary -- the
average starting salary after
conpleting a registered
apprenticeship programis $80, 000.
And 94 percent of apprentices stay
on-the-job after conpleting their
apprenti ceship.

Apprenticeshi p prograns
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exi st in many industries, including
heal t hcare, construction,

manuf acturing and hospitality to
nane a few. In the | abor novenent
we know regi stered apprenticeships
are val uabl e, a pathway to union

j obs and they change |ives.

You wi Il soon hear from
four apprentices, three in the
bui | di ng and construction trades.
Mackenzie from | BEW Local 98, Jakha
fromthe International Union of
Painters and Allied Trades, DC 21,
Kate from Sheet Metal Wirkers, Loca
19, and one apprentice from Urban
Technol ogy Project, Theresa.

Those apprentices w ||
share why they pursued registered
apprenticeship prograns, the
benefits they received, and how it
has transfornmed their |ives.

Pl ease listen to their

stories. Thank you.
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( Appl ause.)
M5. LONG Good norning,

Counci | renbers. Thank you, Counci
Presi dent Johnson for the
opportunity to speak today. | also
want to thank Council menbers Thomas
and G lnore Richardson for their
support regardi ng today's

resol ution.

My nane is Mackenzi e Long.
| ama first-year apprentice at the
I nt ernati onal Brotherhood of
El ectrical Wdrkers, |BEWLocal 98,
| ocated i n Phil adel phi a,
Pennsyl vani a.

| am here today in support
of National Apprenticeship Wek and
the vital role that apprenticeships
play in shaping our workforce and
communi ty. Before becom ng an
apprentice, | was actively searching
for a career that would enpower ne

to build a prom sing future. A
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friend's father who has a career in
the trades encouraged ne to consi der
this path. | proudly chose to join
| BEW Local 98, an organi zation that
chanpi ons excell ence and integrity
in the electrical industry and
bui | di ng trades in Phil adel phi a.

The skills | acquired
t hrough school and hands-on training
are treasures that will never fade.
Wth an earn-whil e-you-I|earn nodel,
| am gai ni ng i nval uabl e experiences
that not only enhance ny
prof essional abilities, but also
prepares nme for real world
chal | enges.

Though | initially aspired
to be an engi neer and pursued an
internship to suppl enment ny
training, | now have the incredible
opportunity to continue ny education
t hrough Local 98 and partnership

with Rowan University, all while
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being paid to do it.

The beauty of this industry
lies in the diverse career pathways
avai |l abl e al |l owi ng each i ndi vi dual
to forge their own future.

Regi stered apprenticeshi ps create
pat hways to create -- to careers
that provide fam |y sustaining
wages, and | am enbarking on a
journey toward a future that wll
uplift my famly.

By recogni zi ng and
pronoting the inportance of
apprenti ceshi ps and
pre-apprenticeshi ps, we can share
this enpowering nmessage with
students, famlies and anyone
I nterested throughout our city and
beyond.

In my search for
fulfilling -- a fulfilling career,
held to hope for a path that

resonated with my aspirations.
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Today, | am deeply grateful for the
opportunity | have found which has
transfornmed ny life and ignited ny
passion for this rewardi ng i ndustry.
| amdetermned to share
this nmessage so those that cone
after me are aware that it even
exi sts, so they too can understand
what it neans to be part of a group
that is dedicated to safety training
and a future that reflects the rich
tapestry of our society.

Thank you once again for
hearing ny story and for support of
apprentices |like nme during National
Apprenticeshi p Week. Thank you.

CH EF CLERK: W have
Jakhai Mses, Kate Sullivan, Theresa
McLaughlin, Jereny Bl ackston and
Jacob Ti mre and Benjam n Rooks, al so
make their way to the podi um
(Public speakers approach podi um)

MR, MOSES: Thank you,
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Counci |l President Johnson and
Counci | menbers Thomas and G | nore
Ri chardson for the opportunity to
speak.

' m Jakhai Mdses. |'ma
first year apprentice at D strict
Council -- District Council 21,

Local 1950. | amproud -- | ama
proud graduate of the International
FP Friendship program The free pre
apprenti ceshi p program hel ped ne get
to where allowed ne to experience
different types of trade jobs.

COUNCI LMEMBER 3 LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Pardon ne, excuse the
interruption. W need you to speak
directly into the mc so that the
st enogr apher can hear you. Thank
you.

MR. MOSES: W fault. |
didn't notice that. | wasn't -- the
pre-apprenticeshi p program hel ped ne

to help nme get to where I am They
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allowed ne to experience different
types of trade jobs and overall
expose nme to the building trade as a
whole. Prior to the
pre-apprenticeship program!| was a
hi gh school student still working --
still struggling to figure out what

| want to do after | graduated.

Now as an apprentice | am
able to earn a livable wage. | have
a pension, annuity and Heal t hcare.
Regi stered pre-apprenticeship
prograns and apprenticeship prograns
are paying for the youth in
Phi | adel phia. | amthankful for the

exposure to both programs. Thank

you.
(Appl ause.)
M5. SULLIVAN. Hello, ny
nane is Caitlin Sullivan. |'mhere

speaki ng on the National Apprentice
Week resolution. Thank you, Council

Pr esi dent Johnson for the
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opportunity to speak and thank you,
Counci | menbers Thomas and G | nore
Ri chardson for introducing the
resol ution.

| am an apprentice for the
Sheet Metal Workers, Local 9, and
|''m happy to be a part of the
apprenticeship program It has
conpl etely changed ny life for the
better.

My father has been a sheet
metal worker in Local 19 since
before I was born and he was al ways
telling nme about all the great
benefits that cane along with the
wi th being a union nenber.

Before the apprenticeship
program | was living in California
as a dog wal ker and a struggling
musi cian wwth no future |lined up for
nysel f, and then one day | deci ded
that | was going to change all that.

And | noved back to Phil adel phia to
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pursue a career as a sheet netal
wor ker and following ny father's
f oot st eps.

|'ve been in the program
for alittle over a year now and |'m
| earni ng so nmuch about the industry
and the building trades that -- that
and al so gai ning great friendships
and being a part of an amazing
br ot her hood and si sterhood has
really -- it's been such a great
experience so far.

It really has changed
everything in ny life. Just having
benefits and a future for nyself
now, | can finally be way nore
confortable. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. MCLAUGHLIN:  Okay. |
can start?

Good day, everyone.

Counci | President Johnson,

Counci | mrenber Thomas and G | nore
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Ri chardson and nenbers of the
Counci | .

My nane is Theresa
McLaughlin. |'m here today
representing the School District of
Phi | adel phi a Urban Technol ogy
Project UTP to speak in support of
Nat i onal Apprenticeship Wek
resol ution.

| would like to extend
gratitude to Council President
Johnson for this opportunity, and
Counci | menber Thomas and G | nore
Ri chardson for introducing this vile
resol ution and recognition of
Nat i onal Apprenticeship Wek.

As soneone deeply invol ved
I n apprenticeship programthrough
UTP, | can attest to the
significance of the Nationa
Apprenticeship Wek. This week
shines on the spotlight on

i ncredi bl e career pathways that
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regi stered apprenticeship offers,
particularly in the field of
technol ogy and digital literacy.

These prograns not only
provi de essential skills, but also
significantly contribute to the
bui | di ng workforce, ready to neet
demands of today's industries.

From ny perspective as an
apprenti ceshi p technol ogy, pursuing
a registered apprenticeship, was a
i fe changi ng decision. A native of
Phi | adel phia and a graduate of the
School District of Philadel phia, ny
career options were limted because
| did not have an opportunity or a
col | ege degree or tech experience.
Therefore, the nost significant
benefits | gained is hands-on
experience and industri al
certifications that | have cl osed
the gap between access and

opportunity.
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One surprising aspect of ny
experience is mentor relationships
that | have devel oped and have a
lifelong connection. 1In closing, |
wi || thank you for considering the
I nportance of registration during
the National Apprenticeship Wek,
together let's continue to pronote
pat hways to enpower individuals to
strengthen their workforce. Thank
you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have

Jereny Bl ackston, Jacob Ti mre,

Benj ami n Rooks and may Logan

Kar cewski al so nake their way to the
podi um

MR. BLACKSTON: Good
norning. My nanme is Jerry Bl ackston
and | know | |ook fly.

First, I would like to
acknow edge St onewal | Phil adel phi a,

whi ch just celebrated 10 years of
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sports | eagues and activities in

Phi |l adel phia. |1'ma proud ally of
the community and wanted to give
proper accol ades to sone of ny good
friends in Philadel phia who played a
role in making Stonewal |l successful.

But I'"'mhere to tal k about
everybody's favorite topic. Term
limts for Philadelphia Cty
Council. ©Onh, sorry, sorry. Junped
ahead a few weeks.

I|"'mhere to talk in support
of Bill No. 241075 and SEPTA. |
want to thank each and every nenber
for finally riding SEPTA to City
Hal | this norning. Sorry, junped
ahead a few weeks again.

|'"ve been calling on
Harri sburg to fund SEPTA and calling
on PA Governor Josh Shapiro to flex
federal funds to make sure SEPTA is
funded and there are no service

cuts. Wiy? Wat everybody el se
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said before nme, | cannot say better.

| do want to apol ogize to
each and every one of you if you
thi nk my chal |l enge has been rude or
out of line. | appreciate the
candi d conversations that |'ve had
with sone of you over the past
coupl e of weeks and in no way was |
questioni ng your |ived experience or
saying that you never w ote SEPTA.

| just know how i nportant
SEPTA is to Philadel phia and t hought
it would send a strong nessage to
residents and Harrisburg to see or
even just know, Council menber
Thomas, that our City Council was
riding city -- was riding SEPTA
every Thursday.

| recogni ze that sone of
you have said: Quote, "G ew up on
SEPTA. Never had a car until later
years, so it is nothing newto ne."

But respectfully, it wasn't about
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SEPTA bei ng new to anybody. It is
about seeing first-hand the issues
SEPTA riders face today.

kay. Let's do it. Raise
your hand if you rode SEPTA to City
Hal | this norning? Those who rode
home, there's zero. | rode the
Broad Street |ine today |ooking fly,
so let's ride the ride to Cty Hal
and thank you very much.

( Appl ause.)

MR TIMVE: Hello, hello,
Gty Council. M nane is Jacob
Timme and |'m a nmenber of the SEPTA
Yout h Advi sory Council. W are an
I ndependent advi sory board to SEPTA
t hat advocates for the transit needs
of young peopl e across Sout heastern
Pennsyl vani a.

"1l be speaking today to
urge you to pass this resol ution,
i mpl oring our governor to flex

federal dollars towards SEPTA in
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order to buy nore tinme before
service cuts and fare hi kes have to
t ake pl ace.

As it stands today, SEPTA' s
ridership recovery is going better
t han many had hoped. The authority
has reached 70 percent systemw de
ridership recovery and serious crine
iIs down 34 percent in the third
quarter of 2024.

On top of this, SEPTA has
one thing that many transit agencies
across the country lack at the
nonment, an exciting and cohesive
plan for systemw de i nprovenent.
Initiatives |Iike bus revol ution,
project netro, re-imagining regiona
rail, trolley nodernization are al
projects that if fully funded would
seek to nmake Phil adel phia's transit
systemthe envy of cities across the
country.

Young peopl e have a gat eway
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t hrough SEPTA whi ch connects themto
a diverse network of education, jobs
and internships. Universities |ike
Swart hnore and Bryn Mawr have
recogni zed transit is a great tool,
and they have provided affordable
transit access to students through
U- Pass. They've set a strong
exanpl e. But many of Sout heastern
Pennsyl vania's universities still
have progress to neke.

Large institutions |ike
Tenpl e and Drexel are hesitant to
adopt U Pass as they may not yet see
SEPTA as a sufficiently val uable
benefit. Despite this, the SEPTA
team remai ns dedicated to inproving
the systemsafety and liability
reliability recently through nore
enforcenment regarding fare evasion
and to denonstrate worthi ness of
stronger investnent and support.

Wi | e SEPTA thrives to be,
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the go -- strives to be the go-to
transportation choice for young
people in Philly, the anticipated
service cuts will be detrinmental to
t hat m ssi on.
(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Benjamn
Rooks, Logan Karcewski, may Peter
Furcht and Jarrett Johnson al so nake
their way to the podi um
(Public speakers approach podi um)

MR, ROOKS: Hello, ny nane
I's Benjam n Rooks and |'mhere in
support of Bill 241075. [|'ma young
pr of essi onal who owns a hone in
Fi sht own, works at Contast and
spends a significant anount of
leisure tine in Gty Center in West
Phi | adel phia. | no | onger own a car
and it is entirely due to SEPTA

Public transportation is
sonething that is a net good for a

community and is sonething that is
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severely under funded both here and
in the United States as a whol e.
This is a problemdue to the
negative reinforcenent cycle.

I f public transportation is
under funded, then it can becone
unreliable, unsanitary and in the
wor st cases unsafe. This in turn
| eads nenbers of the comunities who
can afford to take other options to
do so, all of which is what |leads to
the current untrue public perception
of SEPTA being dirty and unsafe.

| f SEPTA becones even nore
under funded, then it will sinply
Increase the rate at which this
cycle is occurring. That is why |I'm
calling as a citizen And a nenber of
this comunity to pl ease approve
this stop gap neasure.

Beyond that, | wish to
rem nd everyone here that the

i nverse of the current cycle is also
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true. If we put nore funding into
SEPTA, then we have the opportunity
in the long termto both nake
comuting for work and fun in

Phi | adel phi a cheaper and nore
conveni ent than anywhere else in the
United States.

This is an effort that
needs to begin fromthe top down.

If this city wants to see pre COVID
or better levels of ridership and
activity, then they need to first
nmake it the best option for those
who have no ot her choices. Thank
you.

MR, KARCEWSKI :  Good
norning. M nane is Logan
Karcewski. |'ma Pottstown
homeowner who wor ks, eats and shops
i n Phil adel phi a.

VWiile | drive on 422
everyday IS SEPTA is still a vita

utility to ne. | am an eager
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foll ower of the Schuylkill River
passenger rail authority and their
effort to link nmy hometown to

Phi | adel phia by train in 2029. 1|'m
an eager follower of SEPTA S bus
revol uti on that redesigns the
current bus network to better neet
the needs of the city in 2025.

| eagerly followthe
depl oynent of 200 new subway cars
for the Market Frankford Line plan
to be in service by the end of 2031.
I'"meagerly follow ng 100 new full
| ength gates at transit stations
al ong the Market Frankford Line
being installed in 2025 that w |
conbat fare evasion and hel p keep
our subway safer.

These prograns |'ve |isted,
as well as general service cuts are
at risk if SEPTA is not adequately
funded. New train cars and

infrastructure mean nothing if SEPTA
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remai ns under funded.

Today, |'m asking for your
teamto flex federal infrastructure
funds fromthe state hi ghway
projects to |l ocal transportation
authorities. This is an investnent
i n Phil adel phia. The funding we
all ocate now will allow SEPTA to
grow just as its revenue has every
year since COVID. Allow ng these
funds wll help rebuild our trust
and public transportation and show
that we are serious about SEPTA's
future. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CHI EF CLERK: Peter Furcht,
Jarrett Johnson, and may Carrie
Rogers and Charl es Randol ph al so

make their way to the podi um

(Public speakers approach the podium)

MR FURCHT: M nane is
Peter Furcht, a resident of D strict

1, SEPTA rider with a Senior Fare
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Card. Peter Furcht.

A fare increase. | have a
senior fare card, riding SEPTA is
free tonme. |I'mnot sure why | as a
person of other neans deserve this
privilege, but | assune sonebody
want ed seniors votes. A reduction
i n schedul ed. Again, | have
privileges. | have two strong |egs
and a good pair of shoes, a bicycle,
even a car. | have alternatives.

Wuld I'd like to have
anot her lane on 1-95 built sooner
rather than later? Sure, that woul d
be a benefit to ne. But sorry,
| egi sl ators, and | hope you're
l'i stening, Governor Shapiro and
DVRPC, buil ding nore hi ghways is not
going to get my vote. Flexing
federal funding over to public
transit will.

This funding issue is not

about further privileging ne and
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retaining highway funding to build
nore hi ghways for ny conveni ence.
This funding is about supporting our
fellow citizens, livelihoods, our
fellow citizens, ability to get to
work, to the doctor, to the grocery
store, the pharmacy, the hospital,
to school, to jury duty, to court,
to the bank, to the rec center, to
church, a nosque or tenple, to visit
famly nmenbers.

This is about funding a
required service, a civil rights
service for the many people here in
Phi | adel phia and t hr oughout
Pennsyl vani a, who first and forenost
depend upon public transit, be they
too young to drive, econonically
di sadvant aged, in any way
handi capped or for whatever -- for
what ever ot her reason are sinply
unable to transport thenselves via

ot her neans. Funding transport for
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these people is not an option, it is
our obligation.

As secondary, but
nevert hel ess high inportance, this
funding is necessary for those who
choose public transit because they
are environnental |y notivat ed,
because they are notivated to reduce
congestion, or otherw se notivated
to use public transit. Pl ease
support resolution 24107 -- or 1075.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, JOHNSON: Good nor ni ng,
City Council nenbers. M nane is
Jarrett Johnson, | ama transit
advocate for 5th Square and a part
of DVRPC s Public Participation Task
For ce.

| am a resident of West
Philly and I"m here in strong
support of Bill No. 241075,

i ntroduced by Council President
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Johnson's resolution to call on
Governor Shapiro to stave off fare
hei ghts and service cuts by SEPTA to
flex federal funding infrastructure
fromstate highway projects and stop
SEPTA' s death spiral.

SEPTA' s pandeni c service
and ridership has slowy recovered,
but drivers and conductors remain
under staffed as well as safety
bei ng a huge concern.

For over a year, ne and
other transit advocates from 4th
Square and Transit 4 of Philly, sone
of them are here today and you'l
hear testinony from sone of them
"Il guarantee you that. Went to
Harri sburg several tines to neet
with state | awmakers to get the
funds needed for SEPTA. Although
the state house passed the bill in
July, but unfortunately the State

Senate which is full of Republicans
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failed to pass the necessary transit
fundi ng needed.

Al of this is under the
wat ch of Governor Shapiro, and | ast
nonth the PA Legi sl ature wapped up
their session with no solution
because Republicans in the State
Senate wanted to play ganes with us,
the comuters, of this great big
city to disrupt the lives of the
comuters. Wthout funding fromthe
state SEPTA would be the first to
fall with these service cuts and
fare increases out of all the public
transit agencies in the Commonweal th
and will set the city back for
years.

| currently own a vehicle,
but | have not forgotten about ny
roots of using public transportation
before | owned a car and | still use
public transportation. And I

advocate for public transit and
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connect with people who do not own a
vehi cl e and have continued to use
public transit in areas such as
Center City, sporting events and
malls. So |'mplaying ny part in
relieving traffic congestion and
reduci ng pol | ution.

Wt hout funding, this wll
affect nme greatly because | would
have fewer options to travel around
the region and would Iimt the tine
| have to spend to attend sporting
events. This would cause nme to
either drive or pay high prices for
par ki ng such as Uber and Lyft, which
| do not want to do.

| am asking Gty Council to
call the governor to take inmmedi ate
action. He has the tools to act on
flexing federal dollars. Tine is
runni ng out and we need the governor
to use these actions now to keep

transit functioning in Philadel phia
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i mediately. And | urge you,
Congress -- Congress -- | urge you,
Cty Council, to pass this bill
Thank you for your support of this
| egi sl ati on.
(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Carrie Rogers, Charles Randol ph and
may CGeorge Sorial, Victoria G mno
and Cat heri ne Rooks al so nmake their
way to the podi um

M5. CGRIFFIN  Distinguished
nenbers of City Council, esteened
col | eagues and fellow citizens, ny
name is Jennifer Giffin, and I'm
the chief of police and vice
president for public safety at
Tenpl e University.

| want to express ny
sincere gratitude to everyone
i nvol ved in the successfu
installation of ZeroEyes. ZeroEyes

is a gun detection platformthat
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uses artificial intelligence and
humans to qui ckly detect brandish
weapons.

The new Zer oEyes system
wor ks to combat guns and gun
vi ol ence by identifying a firearmon
desi gnated caneras, which is
val i dated by an anal yst and an
operation center who imedi ately
notifies Tenpl es Comruni cati ons
Center and Tenpl e Departnent of
Public Safety | eadership. Once
notified our comuni cati on center
i mredi at el y depl oys police officers
from Tenpl e and Phil adel phia Police
Departnent to the |ocation of a
brandi shed firearm

Tenpl es i npl enent ati on of
Zer oEyes marks the first tine that
it is utilized by a university in
Pennsyl vani a, New Jersey and
Del aware. It is our belief that

this new cutting edge | ayer of
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safety will enhance safety for
Tenpl e and North Phil adel phia. W
all want safer communities and the
goal to reduce gun violence is with
all of us.

We want to thank
Phi | adel phia Gty Counci |l menber
Jeffrey Young, Junior, who
represents the city's 5th District,
whi ch enconpasses many North
Phi | adel phi a conmuni ties incl uding
Tenpl e. He has al ways been
supportive of the university's
efforts.

We al so thank Lieutenant
Governor Austin Davis, Chairman of
t he Pennsyl vani a Conm ssion on Crine
and Del i nquency, which provided a
generous grant to Tenple to reduce
gun violence. State Senator Sharif
Street and Tenple alumi State
Representati ve Ml col m Kenyatta, who

are all big supporters of Tenple.
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Their support is imensely
appreci ated and equally pivotal in
hel pi ng Tenpl e achieve its m ssion
to continue the inportant work we do
to maintain safety for over 40,000
students, faculty, staff and
comruni ty nenbers.

There's no doubt about it,
Tenple is commtted to inproving
safety both on and around canpus.
This is especially inportant to the
excepti onal wonen and nen of the
Tenpl e Police Departnent. In fact,
just short of half of all of our
calls for service that our police
respond to are off canmpus and do not
i nvol ve students or faculty.

We are serving the North
Phi | adel phia community. As the
Mayor has said: W are one
Phi | adel phia united. And that
i ncl udes both Tenple Police and the

uni versity as a whol e.
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Fortunately, the university
has seen marked decreases this year
and violent crinmes within our patro
zone. But we all know that
perception is reality. The reality
is Tenple University is a world
cl ass university that serves the
community, the state, the region and
the world. And we are conmtted to
a safer place for everyone to |ive,
wor k, |earn and pl ay.

Wiile there's a great
amount of work still to be done, we
are confident that this new
technol ogy wi Il enhance our
operations and continue to inprove
safety noving forward. W truly
appreci ate the dedication and
support of everyone throughout this
process. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
CH EF CLERK: Carrie

Rogers, Charles Randol ph. George
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Sorial, Victoria G mno and
Cat heri ne Rooks.

MR, ROGERS: Can | speak
now? Hi, | amCarrie Rogers from
West Phi |l adel phia And | am here
speaking in favor of Bill No.
241075. | have lived in the city
for five years and I have owned a
car for none of that tine.

Not owning a car in North
Anerica is difficult, but it is
possi bl e in Philadel phia, thanks to
t he SEPTA system |'ma |ine cook,
so | don't make a | ot of noney, but
|'ve been able to set aside noney
every nonth fromall the noney |'m
not spendi ng on car expenses.

Thi s makes hone ownership a
realistic goal for ny future. |
woul d I'i ke to purchase a hone in
Phil adel phia. I1've lived in a few
cities in Philadelphiais the only

one where | feel like | could sit
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down roots.

There are not parking spots
for enployees where | work. In
dense netropolitan areas, such a
thing is sinply not possible. Al
of nmy co-workers arrive through a
conbi nati on of wal ki ng, biking, but
nost inportantly, public
transportation.

| love this city and | have
a hard tine imagining it without a
reliable network of bus, trains and
trolleys taking people |like ne where
t hey need to go.

|"m proud to be part of
Phi | adel phi a's vi brant food scene,
and | know that it is contingent on
t housands of workers |ike nme noving
t hrough SEPTA every single day. |
understand that with COVID And with
the foll ow ng econom c crash,
ridership has reduced, but this

trend is expected to reverse in the
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com ng years as nore young people
nove to the city.

| just hope that the Gty
Counci| and Josh Shapiro take the
necessary neasures to nmake sure that
SEPTA is adequately funded in the
nmeanti nme. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

MR, RANDOLPH. Good
norni ng, everyone. My nane is
Charl es Randolph, I live in North
Phi | adel phia and I work at the -- at
M chel e' s Bakery now owned by Crown
on Rising Sun.

Wt hout SEPTA, | woul d not
be able to work there, nor would |
be able to work at ny second j ob,
which also directly benefits
busi nesses in this Commonweal t h.

| f about 60 to 50 percent
of the workers on the line take
SEPTA. If Bill 240175 is not passed

and federal funding is not flexed,
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t hese workers will not be able to
cone to work. If these workers are
not able to cone to work, not only
are they not able to pay taxes back
and potentially go on unenpl oynent,
but the facility has to cut
production by up to 50 percent or
even 66 percent.

If this food is not
produced, it either has to be
trucked in fromsonewhere el se, a
price increase of around 40 to 30
percent, or is sinply not nade at
all. If this food is not nade at
all, we'll start to see shortages in
about four days from when we | ose
the workforce running up to, say,
five weeks. Suburbs will probably
Start to see the worst and the
fastest.

If this food is not nade,
peopl e either go to New Jersey or

they sinply do not eat. This is not
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really an option. |If we cannot work
and make your food, it's not going
to be there.

| also work at a second
job, QGasis X. W nmke contro
software for the surrounding
bi otechs in this state. [If SEPTA is
done, we are done.

Thank you very nuch and |
urge you to pass 240175 and fl ex
fundi ng.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
CGeorge Sorial, Victoria G mno,

Cat heri ne Rooks, Jeff Jones and
El i zabet h Bl ack.

MR, SORI AL: Good norni ng,
my nane is George Sorial. |'mone
of the 700, 000 people that use SEPTA
everyday. | attended school in West
Philly and SEPTA really protected ne
fromthe burden of owning a car as a

st udent .
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And | ended up noving to
the m dwest for a few years and
sonetines you don't realize how
wonder ful sonething is until you
lose it. So that was a realization
| had regardi ng SEPTA.

The fact of the matter is
there's data that shows for every
dol I ar you spend on public transit,
you receive $5 back in economc
activity. It feels like a no
brainer. |If even a fraction of the
700, 000 peopl e that use SEPTA end up
needing to resort to getting a
vehicle, it's going to inpact
drivers and transit users aliKke.
Thank you for considering passing
resol uti on 241075.

( Appl ause.)

M5. BLACK: Good nor ni ng.
My nanme is Lyza Black and | have
been a resident of Del aware County

since 2017. |I'mhere in support of
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Counci | mrenber Johnson's resol ution,
241075, calling on flexible funding
to stop SEPTA's death spiral.

Today |' mtal ki ng about ne,
but I know that many others in this
beautiful city share ny story. |'m
a professional seanstress and this
year | had the |ife changing
opportunity to open ny own business.
| have a shop just one bl ock away
from here

This central location is
crucial to nme and ny client base. |
opened with the intention that this
will be ny career until ny hands
gi ve out.

The SEPTA death spiral
woul d be a death spiral for ny
busi ness as well. Like thousands of
others, | rely on regular trains,
specifically the Media-Wawa Line to
and fromthe suburbs to get to work.

Renovi ng those trains and,
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therefore, adding all of those cars
to city traffic would nake it

I npossible for me and ny clients to
get here. Wthout reliable access
to the city, I'd be forced to nove
nmy business. This would be a |arge
and permanent financial hit and I
woul d be -- likely be unable to
conti nue ny worKk.

Heari ng about potenti al
cuts to public transit has ne facing
an immnent end to this thing that
' ve spent so | ong working towards,
and frankly, it breaks nmy heart.

"' m hopeful that SEPTA will get the
funding it needs so that | and the
rest of this vibrant community can
make continue to nmake Phil adel phia
the great city it is. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: W have
Ci aria CGbakina, Mchael MGettigan,
Sue Mangol d and Phil Lockett also

Page 110

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 21/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

make their way to the podi um

(Public speakers approach the podium)

MR JONES: Good norni ng,
Cty Council. M nane is Jeff Jones
and | want to speak on behal f of
241075.

We know that there's an
expression that says you can't get
there fromhere. There wll be over
800, 000 residents who use public
transportati on who that statenent
will becone areal reality. They
wi Il no |onger be able to get
“there." And that there is places
of enploynent that there is school,
that there is visiting | oved ones,
that there is taking in the beauties
of this great city of Philadel phia
and t hroughout the whol e
Commonweal t h.

We need to make sure that
as a whole as Gty Council, you

continually support the resolution

Page 111

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 21/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

that was put forth by Council

Presi dent Johnson and Counci | menber
O Rourke to allow for Governor
Shapiro to know that he has to flex
funding for the transportati on needs
in the city of Phil adel phi a.

And we know and under st and
that upcomng is 2026, a grand event
and a grand tinme in the city and
al so the great conversation going on
about the 76th Place Arena. But it
woul d be di si ngenuous to have such
type of cel ebrations and events
going on with a decrepit
transportation systemthat really
doesn't lend itself towards
supporting economcally the
l'ivelihood of those in Phil adel phi a.

And al so, environnentally,
the safety concerns which was
previ ously nentioned. And
ethically, which is just the right

thing to do.
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So |'masking for City
Council, again, as a whole to show a
fl ex of your power and tell Governor
Shapiro to flex the funding. Thank
you.

(Appl ause.)

M5. MANGOLD: Good norni ng.
My nane is Sue Mangold, |I'mthe
executive -- the CEO at Juvenile Law
Center. And | want to thank
Counci | woman Landau and Counci |
Presi dent Johnson and all of Gty
Council for the resolution honoring
the life and | egacy of Bob Schwart z.

Bob was a pioneer in the
field of children's rights when he
graduated from Tenpl e Law School in
1975. He and our Chief Legal
O ficer Marcia Levick and two ot her
classmates started the first the
nations -- first Public Interest Law
Center for children here in

Phi | adel phi a.
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It grew frombeing a
Phi | adel phia focused law firmto one
t hat al ways was based and focused in
Phi | adel phi a, but enconpassed work
in the Cormonweal th across the
country, and now is internationally
recogni zed as a |l eading children's
rights organi zation. |It's always
been here and its heart has al ways
been in Phil adel phi a.

Bob was a real citizen of
the city. He had season tickets to
t he Synphony and foll owed them al |
over Europe. He had season tickets
to the Phillies and tal ked to those
of us from Boston and ot her pl aces
about how great they were.

W all mss him W al
carry on his | egacy and we're very
grateful for this resolution and his
honor. Thank you, Counci |l wonan.

( Appl ause.)
CH EF CLERK: May we have
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Phil Lockett, Jenny Zhang, Patrick
Larod and Callie Rogers al so nmake
their way to the.

MR, HAGANS: Good norni ng,
everyone. M nane is Cbona Hagans,
fourth generation chattel slavery
survivor. Just by a show of hands,
how many people in the chanber are
descendants of slavery? Just by
show of hands. Can you just proudly
rai se your hand if you are a
descendant of slavery? Cool.

So I stand in agreenent
with the bill authorizing the
Phi | adel phi a Land Bank to di spose of
properties as outlined. The issue
of land and its proper allocation is
critical and | support this
initiative.

However, | want to rem nd
this chanber that while this bil
addresses specific properties, it is

part of a much [ arger issue. The
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i nheritance of Anerican Freednen.
Land assets and properties across
this city belong to us, the
descendants of slavery. Yep, they
actually belong to us. The
descendants of the emanci pat ed.

For too | ong our
i nheritance has been hijacked,
m sappropriated and diverted to
others. This has got to end. The
Ofice of Freednen Affairs is not a
favor, it is a birthright.

The Freednen Bureau Act of
1866 was never repeal ed by Congress,
nor deemed unconstitutional by the
Suprenme Court. It is still law and
yet, it continues to be ignored.
It's time for this chanber to act in
accordance with the 13th Amendnent
and stop denying us our inheritance.

The Phi | adel phi a
Reparations Coalition for American

Freednen has the answers to the
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tests. Cone on, get the answers
ytall. Y all routinely failed the
test. Go to

www. f reednencoal ition.org for nore
I nformati on.

Get the answers to the test
so the American Freednen can finally
live the prom se of the 13th
Amendnent .

(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Jenny Zhang,
Patrick Larod, Callie Rogers, and
may Anber W1 kie and Lynn Landi s

al so make their way to the podi um

(Public speakers approach the podium)

M5. ZHANG  Good nor ni ng.
My name is Jenny Zhang, | |ive and
attend church in Chinatown and |'m
speaking in support of resolution
241075.

Li ke hundreds of thousands
of Phil adel phians, | rely on SEPTA

for nmy transportation in the city.
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This resol ution proves that Counci l
knows SEPTA is already on the verge
of bankruptcy. How can Council vote
for this resolution and at the sane
time fast track an arena project
decl ared financially unfeasible and
woul d cost them an additional
$600-m I 1ion over the next 30 years.
So basically you are going
to rubber stanp a project that
ensures SEPTA' s bankruptcy while
begging the state to pull you out of
a hole you're digging right now.
Many people testified this
week about an absolute insult the
Communi ty Benefits Agreenment has
been and this week's testinony
proves it. It pretty nmuch sounded
that they get all the benefits and
Phi | adel phians Iike ne watch Philly
school s cl ose down, SEPTA fares go
up With nore mninumwage, part-tine

j obs as a consol ation prize.
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You are sacrificing this
city for a project that has given
you zero answers to basic questions
seri ous peopl e ought to know before
voting. Questions like is this
proj ect ready for passage when the
Si xer's claim40 percent of their
riders will conme by public transit,
but SEPTA says it will cost you
$600-m | lion You don't have, and the
proj ect doesn't work for Jefferson
St ati on.

Is this project worthy of
your vote when Chi nat own busi nesses
have seen their property taxes
nearly double? And now we're told
50 percent will suffer |osses as a
result of the arena, but the CBA
allots barely $1.6-nmillion over 30
years. |s this project ready when
you have so many prom ses and
absol utely no cl awbacks or

consequences put in place if and
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when the Sixer's break their part of
t he bargai n?

According to one
researcher, the Sixer's practice
facility prom sed Canden jobs, jobs,
j obs, but as of 2024, less than 5
percent of those 275 jobs, only nine
jobs, in fact, went to Canden
resi dents.

But | have a bigger dream
for Phil adel phia, one where peopl e
quit forcing us to pursue grandi ose
and failed ideas from 30 years ago.
I nstead where has the inmagination
been for Market East that built off
the cultural vitality of this city?
For smal | business incubators or
bi ot ech and energi ng i ndustries and
cultural and arts spaces for
creative projects to cone alive.

Mar ket East isn't a failure. It's a
pl ace that has been failed by Gty

Hal | for far too | ong.
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Dreaming big for Philly
isn't about catering our playgrounds
for billionaires. 1t's about
investing in real planning vision
for the city and its people. | ask
all menbers of City Council to slow
down this process, and if you
cannot, to vote no on this arena.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR ARZU. Hello, ny nane
is Patrick Arzu. I'mwth -- ny
nanme is Patrick Arzu, I"'mwth the
SEPTA' s Citizen Advisory Council and
the Phil adel phia Transit Riders
Uni on.

|"mhere to testify in
support of Council resolution 241075
that would call Governor Josh
Shapiro and DVRPC to flex hi ghway
funds into the SEPTA budget.

SEPTA is facing an

hi storical and unprecedented extrene
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budget crisis at the sane tine

Phi | adel phi ans are facing an extrene
and unprecedented affordability
crisis. In this city, we can't
afford fare increases. W can't
afford Uber rides everyday to get to
work. We can't afford high gas
prices and we can't afford paying
for rides to get our kids to school
that would cone if service in SEPTA
was el i m nated.

At the time we need to be
grow ng service, draconi an service
cuts to make SEPTA nore crowded,
nore difficult to use and | ess safe.
Many of the fixed bil
infrastructure costs -- cuts that
are being | ooked at to just
elimnating service in the Kenwood
Line and the Chestnut Hi Il Wst Line
wi |l be alnobst inpossible to reverse
and will be permanent for

generations to cone.
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Flexing funds is a
necessary stop gap measure to keep
SEPTA operational until the
Pennsyl vani a | egi sl ati ve sessi on
resunes next year and we can find a
per manent solution to this budget
crisis. If we're not able to pul
this off right now, the cost of
rebui | ding SEPTA wi Il just balloon
further and further out of control
and now is the tinme to act.

Thank you for proposing
this bill. 1t shows your conm t nent
to how i nportant SEPTA is to this
city, howinportant its riders are
to this city, and how i nportant
keeping the city affordable for
wor ki ng cl ass Phi | adel phians is.
Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

M5. WALKER: Good nor ni ng,

beautiful people. M nane is Wanda

Wal ker and as always, | wll be
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speaki ng about generational wealth
and howit's being stolen in
Phi | adel phi a.

| need our representatives
to do everything possible to nmake
sure people do not | ose their hones.
Phi | adel phia is a beautiful place.
It's diverse, it's nore than enough
to go around for everybody. No one
shoul d have to take a | oss for
soneone to get a gain or to nmake it.

So the nost inportant thing
to any famly, black, white or other
IS generational wealth, and that
usually starts with the ownership of
a home. Too many people are |osing
their hones.

Tonorrow, we have a case,
Novenber 22nd, 9:00 a.m Room 432,
think. 1'"mnot sure of the room
where M. Johnson will be fighting
Act 135, which is one of the ways

that property is being lost in
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Phi | adel phia. | urge people to cone
and be a part of the audi ence, |
guess, or the courtroom

|"malso here to tal k about
a |l ady naned Ms. Shiny, who has a
problemin West Philly and needs her
home built. Another |ady, Ms. Angie
Steadman. All these people are
seniors. There's another two | adies
that are fighting Act 135 for
anot her buil di ng.

Pl ease pay attention to all
the different ways people are | osing
properties and all the different
things that we're having to dea
with. Last week, | nentioned that
are you all aware that insurance
prices for homes have gone up over
300 percent on top of taxes going.

The average tax increase, |
believe is 19 percent, but | have
heard as high as 48 percent. Not

quite sure of that, but that's not a
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good t hing.

The other thing I want to
bring sone attention to is the fact
that we have so many projects in
Phi | adel phi a goi ng up buil di ng
so-cal |l ed affordabl e housing. And
every tinme you wal k by one of those
projects, you don't see a community
per son wor ki ng on those projects or
a bl ack man.

That's a probl em because
this city is very diverse, so why
isn't it that our job projects don't
| ook or mrror what our city is and
enconpasses? Jobs are very
important and it's a problemin your
community, they're claimng to build
sonet hing for you, but you're not
benefiting fromit fromthe front
end. ay. Thank you and have a
good day. I'll see you next week.

( Appl ause.)
CH EF CLERK: Callie
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Rogers, Amber W/l kie, Lynn Landis
and may Dani el Lachter and Connor
Deschmacher, al so nmake their way to
t he podi um
PUBLI C SPEAKER: |'m
CGeneral Mitiajinmusabaru. General is
my title and Muti ajinmusabaru is ny
nane.
COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Morning, sir. My you
repeat your nane for the record?
PUBLI C SPEAKER:  Cener al
Muti aj i nrusabaru. General is ny
title, Mutiajimnmusabaru is ny nane.
I"'mfromthe great state of North
Phi | adel phia, city of Richard Allen.
First things first. First,
I notioned the Chair to extend to ne
three additional m nutes because
| ast week | was denied the three
m nutes. The sergeant-of-arns can
bear witness that | was slated to

speak and | was denied. So |
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notioned the Chair to grant ne three
addi ti onal m nutes.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you very nuch for
the request. You were called | ast
week due to the tinme limtations and
t he nunber of speakers that we do
have t oday, your request is not
granted. Pl ease proceed.

PUBLI C SPEAKER: Oh, that's
ugly. Wow, | should have -- |
shoul d have just went crazy like
everybody else. | tried to be
respectful so, okay, we can turn up.

| want to read rea
briefly, in regards to 240621. And
it's kind of |lengthy, so I'm gonna
just extract fromit the part that |
hi ghlighted. | wanted to deal with
this |last week, but | was robbed of
the three m nutes.

It says quote, "Authorizing

the Director of Cormerce on behal f
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of the city to execute the agreenent
wi th the Fi sht own-Kensington Area
Busi ness i nprovenent District,
I ncorporated related to the district
and re authorizing the Fi shtown-
Kensi ngt on Area Busi ness | nprovenent
District, Incorporated, to -- and
this is very inportant -- to access
to assess property owners within the
district a special property
assessnent fee to be used in
accordance with the approved plan."
Now, |'m not the sharpest
tool in the tool box, but that
appears to be saying that a
corporation, a non-breathing entity,
you're going to enforce or authorize
themto tax a flesh and bl ood. The
termya'll use is fee -- that was
real quick, but we're gonna be back
next week, and we're gonna do it
until it get done.

CH EF CLERK: Callie
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Rogers, Anmber WI kie, Lynn Landis,

Dani el Lachter and Connor

Deschmacher.
M. WLKIE: Hello. |I'm
Anber Wlkie and | live in

Kensi ngt on al ong the 57 bus route.

| rode the EL here today. |'m here
to speak in support of Council nenber
Johnson's resol ution 241075.

My fellow citizens have had
| ots of good points so | don't need
to reiterate them But the unique
perspective | do want to add is that
I was -- | had the opportunity to
live in Sweden for several years. |
did not have a car when | |ived
there. | didn't need or m ssed one.

| observed how nuch of
Europe has prioritized public
transit over car infrastructure and
how cl ean, efficient, dense and,
frankly, prosperous their cities

are. |If we prioritize people over
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cars, we could have that, too. W
can have nice things. Philly needs
SEPTA. Thank you for your support
of this |egislation.
( Appl ause.)

M5. LANDI'S: Good norni ng.
I''m Lynn Landi s of
SafeStreetsPhilly.org. | support
resol uti on 240724, which asks for
state enforcenent of |aws agai nst
the sale of |iquor at corner store
establ i shnents pretending to be
restaurants.

That said, Gty Council and
the city adm nistration are
t hensel ves not enforcing certain
| ocal, state and federal |laws. They
have instead fol |l owed nany
Denocratic run cities and states and
publicly refused to enforce | aws
wi th which they don't agree.

This has nade their cities

and states sanctuaries for

Page 131

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 21/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

crimnals. Wrst of all, they have
violated their own oath of office to
uphol d our nation's | aws and i nstead
illegally invited people from al

over the world into our country,
which is a felony under federal |aw,
Title 8.

As a result of sanctuary
cities and states, a reported
20-m |l lion people have illegally
crossed our border in the |ast
several years as Anmerican workers
have lost their jobs to ill egal
aliens, while hundreds of thousands
of children and adults have been
victins of sex and human
trafficking, and forced to work for
sl ave wages.

This it is a painful irony
that through these | aw ess and
I nhumane policies, the Denocratic
Party has literally encouraged

nodern day sl avery under the banner
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of progressive politics and
conmpassi onat e concerns.

Sanctuary cities and states
are the ultimate threat to
denocracy. For you can't have a
country if your country has no
effective borders. This |ast
el ection was a referendum on
securing our borders.

Listen to the people. It
is time for Philadelphia Gty
Counci| and the Mayor to protect our
citizens, enforce our |aws and
resci nd Phil adel phia's seriously
m sgui ded and patently ill egal
sanctuary city policy. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Dani el
Lacker, Connor Daschmacher, Andrew
Long and Guy Ant hony brooks. Pl ease
make your way to the podiumin that
or der.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE
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RI CHARDSON:  The Chair now
recogni zes Counci | nenber Philli ps.
COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you. Chair Majority
Leader -- Council Gl nore
Ri chardson. | just want to request
a |leave to attend district business.
| request to have an eye on all
bills and resol utions for the today.
COUNCI LMEMBER @ LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you,
Counci | renber Phillips. Leave is
gr ant ed.
COUNCI LMEMBER PHI LLI PS:
Thank you.
Pl ease proceed.
MR. LEI CHTER: Thank you.
Good norning, Gty Council
My nane is Daniel Leichter, I'ma
resi dent of the Wi tman nei ghbor hood
in South Philly. [I'm speaking in
support of resolution 241075. | do

not own a car, but if you do not
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tell Governor Josh Shapiro to fund
SEPTA using flex highway funds, |
wi || have no choice but to drive
ever ywher e.

And this puts all residents
of Phil adel phia at risk as I'"'ma
really bad driver. | don't use ny
turn signal, | cut people off and I
get distracted easily. Please do
what is right and keep ne off the
road. Keep Phil adel phian's safe.
Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MR, DASCHVACHER: Al |
right. Gosh, | can't be quite as
entertaining. | apologize to
ever ybody.

But ny nane is Connor
Daschmacher. |'m here in support
resol uti on 241075 cal ling on
Governor Shapiro to flex Federal
Hi ghway funds to stave off

catastrophic service cuts and fare
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I ncreases for SEPTA

| amthe coalition manager
of Transit Forward Phil adel phia and
co-convener of the statew de Transit
for all PA Canpaign. W're a
coalition of environnental orgs, CDC
and nei ghbor hood associ ati ons,

i mm grant and refugee support
groups, interfaith groups, politica
advocacy groups and el der and

di sability advocates. Proud to
stand al ongsi de so nmany transit
riders today who depend on SEPTA
daily for access to enpl oynent,
commerce, culture, health and
conmuni ty.

As we've been hearing for
well over a year, SEPTA is in crisis
due to an expiration of federal
pandem c aid, rising costs and
permanently changed travel patterns.
Begi nning in January of this com ng

year, they are projected for
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cascadi ng cuts to service of 20
percent and fare increases of 29
percent |eading to a death spiral of
ridership affecting so many factors
make this city great.

Despite this well-known
crisis, the Pennsylvania Legislature
failed to pass essential funding in
Its recent budget. Now our only
option is executive action from
Governor Shapiro to tenporarily Flex
Federal Hi ghway dollars to stave off
col | apse, give tinme to pass a new
reliable funding plan by the next
| egi sl ative sessi on.

This is aligned with
Governor Rendell's actions in 2005
and his threat in 2010. The latter
of which led to the passage of Act
89, our last real transportation
| egi sl ation.

When | -95 col | apsed, we

rightly treated it as a crisis. And
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SEPTA serves over four tines as many
peopl e every single day as |-95.
Thank -- | want to thank so nuch
Counci | menber Johnson and
Counci | menber O Rour ke and the
menbers of council who have
co-sponsored this legislation. And
we | ook forward to working together
once we get this enmergency funding
to pass permanent and sustai nabl e
funding for public transportation.
Thank you so Much for your tinme.
(Appl ause.)

CH EF CLERK: Andrew Long,
GQuy Ant hony Brooks, Makal Perez,
Nyema Sanchez and Henry Ciaz, also
make their way to the podiumin that
order, please.

MR LONG M nane is
Andrew Long and |I'm here in support
of resolution 241075.

Thank you to the City

Council for bringing attention to
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this issue, and |I'murging Governor
Shapiro to use flex funding as a
| ast resort to keep SEPTA afl oat.

| noved to Philly five
years ago to attend Tenple
University. | graduated in 2023.
And part of the reason that | chose
this city was because of SEPTA. |
wanted to live in a city where it
was possible to live wthout a car.
And | take SEPTA everyday to all of
nmy appointnents, to work, to visit
friends and to get hone safe after a
ni ght out.

If we refuse to invest in
transportation and to invest in
infrastructure, our city will be on
the brink of collapse. It's
i mportant to all of our residents
and all of ny friends and famly and
co-wor kers who have joi ned ne today
in support of this resolution.

Pl ease join nme in support
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of resolution 241075 and urge
Governor Shapiro to use flex funding
to keep SEPTA afloat and invest in
our future. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

M5. PEREZ: |'m Kate Perez
and this is Yazan Kafana, who was
starved to death on March 4th. And
since then, Israel's illegal
bl ockade of all humanitarian aid has
only worsened despite Biden' s fake
30-day warni ng and busi nesses in
Phi | adel phia hel ped to supply the
weapons that make this possible.

On Monday, nore than 20
White House staffers accused the
Bi den adm ni stration of violating
t he Conventional Arnms Transfer
Pol i cy, the Foreign Assistance Act
and Leahy laws by sending mlitary
weapons to the apartheid state of
| srael.

Ghost robotics, Leonardo
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and Dan Zi mmer man sel |l anmunitions
directly to the illegal occupation
maki ng t hem non- conf or m ng

busi nesses in our city that our
Counci|l has the power and duty to
shut down.

When nore than 60 percent
of Anericans want a ceasefire, but
only 18 senators vote yes on an arns
enbargo, we can't pretend to live in
a denocracy. Those who voted
agai nst the arns enbargo are trying
to claimthat an occupying apartheid
state has the right to sel f-defense,
as if bonmbing every hospital and
ki ndergarten could be called self-
def ense agai nst a country that has
no Air Force, no mlitary, no Navy.

The fourth richest arny is
controlling the borders, banning
nor phi ne and chlorine, and is the
only state in the world putting

t housands of mnors through mlitary
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courts, holding themindefinitely
wi t hout charge.

The entire U N Security
Council calls for a binding
ceasefire and the U. S. bl ocked it.
The 1CJ finds Israel's crines
consi stent with genocide, but Casey
and Fetterman vote agai nst bl ocking
weapons. Shane. You | ove bringing
religion into this roomand even
your Pope is calling for an
i nvestigation against Israel's
genoci de.

This norning the
International Crimnal Court issued
arrest warrants for war crimnals,
Net anyahu and Gallant. For the war
crime of starvation as a nethod of
warfare and the crinmes agai nst
humanity of nurder, persecution and
the war crinme of intentionally
directing an attack agai nst the

civilian popul ation.
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These are the | eaders of
our sister city. Philadel phia
wat ches apartheid and decides to
exchange politicians and train our
PPD with them To be clear, Israel
is turning Gaza into a series of
smal | er and small er concentration
canps. Two-mllion people in a
humani tari an zone bl ocked off from
food and water and nedicine as
| srael drops Anmerican bonbs on
refugee canps and systenatically
targets nedi cal personnel.

The worl d shoul d never
becone accustoned to human
suffering. Shut down those robotics
Leonardo and Dan Zi nmerman. End the
arnms sales. Free Pal estine.

( Appl ause.)

M5. SANCHEZ: (Good norni ng,
counci | renbers and nei ghbors. M
name i s Nyema Sanchez, she/ her

pronouns. And |I'm honored to speak
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bef ore you today supporting the
Procl amati on resol uti on recogni zi ng
Trans Day of Renenbrance, otherw se
known as TDOR in the city of

Phi | adel phi a.

| want to express ny
deepest gratitude to City
Counci | menbers for acknow edgi ng t he
significance of TDOR, and the
I nportance this has wthin Trans
Week of Awareness for community here
i n Phil adel phia and beyond.

Trans Day of Renenbrance
observed annual ly since 1999, on
Novenber 20th, is an occasi on where
we pause to honor and renenber the
transgender, non-binary and gender
di verse individuals we have | ost --
who have lost their lives. And
whil e we have this day of
remenbrance, we nmust not -- excuse
me. We nust continue to demand

protections fromviol ence and
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har nf ul systens that
di sproportionately affect
transgender people, especially trans
fol ks of col or.

The day serves not just as
a menorial, but also as a call to
action. It is a rem nder of the
work that still lies ahead to
protect the lives and dignity of our
conmmuni ti es.

As a proud transgender
Phi | adel phian, |I'm here today not
only to represent the lives | aws,
but also to recogni ze the strength,
resilience, and the | ove that
defines the transgender conmunity
that exists in this city today.

In the face of persistent
di scrim nation, violence and soci al
stigma, we continue to fight for our
basic rights. The rights to exi st,
to be treated with respect, dignity

and with the freedomto live from
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di scrimnation and fear of violence.
I n Phil adel phia, we have
wi t nessed firsthand how vi ol ence
agai nst transgender i ndividuals has
affected not only that person, but
also their famly, friends and our
broader community. W nust remain
vi gi |l ant because when one of us is
harmed, we are all harned.
Phi | adel phia --
Phi | adel phia is a hone to a vi brant
transgender community. And while we
still face significant chall enges,
we have made great strides. This
city has | ong been a beacon of hope
for those in need of support,

bel onging and affirmation, and I'm

grateful for the efforts -- excuse
me -- that have chanpi oned through
this city.

| just want to say this and
end. | pray that this proclanation

is acomitnment fromthis body of
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great people to conbating
t ransphobi a, violence and injustice
wherever it may occur.

Let us not only mark TDOR
t hroughout this proclamation, but
conti nue to make concrete action to
support and uplift the transgender
community in Philadel phia, pour into
our transgender community and trans-
center organi zations and grassroots
groups in Philadel phia. And
continue to |love up on trans-
Phi | adel phi ans as we prepare for the
"what ifs" for the years beyond.

Thank you for your
| eader shi p, your unwaveri ng
commtnent, and | yield back with
| ove. Thank you.

( Appl ause.)

MR. SIAS: Good norning.
My name is Henry Sias. |'mhere in
support of the resolution addressing

Transgender Day of Renenbrance, when
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we honor those we've lost to
vi ol ence and bigotry.

It's al ways a sonber
occasion, but this year people were
especi al ly pani cked and sone
despairing. The recent election
exposed shanel ess bi gotry agai nst
our conmunity. For instance,
adverti senents run by a federal
candi date statew de, sneering at
peopl e who use they/them pronouns.

But sone of the nost
perni ci ous attacks have taken pl ace
at the school board level. Due to
targeted canpai gns on behal f of
groups like Monms for Liberty to
infiltrate school boards and to put
children like us on the front |ines.
That is conpl etely unacceptabl e.

Well, nowis the tine to
redoubl e our efforts to support and
defend our community and so many

ot her communities, |ike immgrants,
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et cetera, we all know. The lives
of many people are in the bal ance
and too nmany of those people are
chil dren.

Even before we becane a
political football, little boys |like
nme had an attenpted suicide rate of
51 percent during their chil dhood.
Thi ngs are undoubtedly worse now.

So we nust redoubl e our
efforts because their future, their
hope, and sonetines their lives are
in the bal ance. Thank you very nuch
for this opportunity.

( Appl ause.)

MR, BROOKS: Good day, all.
My name is GQuyenthony Brooks. It's
spel | ed
GUY-EENT-HONY-B-R OOK-S

Good day, Counci | nmenber
O Rour ke and Counci | menbers thank
you for letting nme speak today. |

serve as the Chair of the Liberty
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Resources Board and | am a nenber of
the transportati on community at
Li berty Resources, Inc., LRI.

| live in West Phil adel phia
and frequently rely on SEPTA system
to travel to ny various
destinations. For the disabled
community in the Philadel phia area,
a key elenent of true community
integration is the availability of
safe -- safe, accessible and
i ntegrated public transportation.
I ncl udi ng SEPTA' s bus system

However, the up and com ng
fare increase and the service cuts
present a significant threat to our
community's nmobility. The proposed
route cuts and fare increases w ||
di sproportionately harm i ndi vi dual s
with disabilities.

During peak hours
over crowdi ng coul d doubl e nmaking it

increasingly difficult for
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wheel chair users |ike nyself. And
others in the disability community
to board or exit the bus at
designated stops. W are already --
we are already facing challenges

Wi th operators who sonetines refuse
to pick us up with increased
overcrowdi ng. These issues woul d
only worsen

For those of us who rely on
SEPTA access, formally, SEPTA CCT,
and the share ride paratransit
prograns, the base fare wl|l
increase to $5.75, an alarm ng $1.50
increase fromthe current fare of
$4. 25,

Wiile this may seem | i ke a
smal | amount to sone, for us | ow and
very low inconme individuals with
disabilities, the increase will have
a serious inpact. Many of us wll
struggle to afford this rising cost

whi | e mai nt ai ni ng our independence

Page 151

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 21/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

and participating in the community.

The financial burden of an
al ready fl ooded transportation
system one that is asking us to pay
nore to conpensate for its budget
shortfalls is unsustainable for the
nost vul nerabl e nenbers of our
soci ety.

Addi tionally, when
factorizing a zone first a person
wth a disability who is fully
reliant on paratransit could be
payi ng as nuch as $84 a week. This
Is a significant financial strain
for individuals al ready struggling
to make ends neet.

The i npact of these
proposed changes is not just a
matter of inconvenience, it is a
matter of basic civil rights. Safe
and accessi bl e public transportation
is essential for the independence

and wel | -bei ng of people with
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di sabilities.

We cannot afford to
sacrifice these services, especially
when the cost of using themis
i ncreasi ng beyond our neans.

In conclusion, | urge the
City Council to consider the
devastating inmpact that these fare
I ncreases and service reductions
wi || have on the disabled comunity.
We need a transportation systemthat
ensures full participation in
society for all Phil adel phians
regardl ess of their abilities or
I ncones.

| ask you to stand with us
and advocate for accessible and
af fordabl e public transportation
system for everyone. Thank you for
your tinme and consideration. Thank
you.

CH EF CLERK: There are no

ot her nanmes for public comrent,
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Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

That concl udes today's
publ i c coment peri od.

W will now consider the
bills and resolutions on the second
readi ng and final passage cal endars.

WIIl the Cerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 2410667

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a Land
Bank to di spose of 320 N. 41st
Street and 323 N. Holly Street,
| ocated in the 3rd Council manic
District, in accordance with the
ternms of Chapter 16-700 of the
Phi | adel phi a.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Jam e Gauthier for a
resolution --

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

Thank you, Council President.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

-- for a notion regarding
Resol uti on No. 241066.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

Thank, Council President.
| call for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded, Resol ution No.
241066 to be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Al'l those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Ayes have it. The notion
carries. The resolution is adopted.

WIl the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 241067.

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
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al so nam ng the 3900 bl ock of
Chestnut Street as Dr. Audrey E.
Evans Way to honor the life and
menory of Dr. Audrey E. Evans and
her inval uable contributions to
pedi atric oncol ogy and the Ronal d
McDonal d House Charities of the
Phi | adel phi a Regi on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gauthier for a

noti on regardi ng Resol uti on No.

241067.
COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Counci
President. | call for the adoption

of the resol ution.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and
properly seconded. The resolution
be adopted -- Resolution No. 241067
be adopt ed.

All those in favor of the
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notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it. The
notion carries and the resolution is
adopt ed.

WIl the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 2410687

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phia Land
Bank to di spose of 3924 Canbri dge
Street, 3909 Penns G ove Street,
1110, 1112, 1113, 1118 and 1128
State Street. 3900, 3902, 3904,
3906, 3911, 3912, 3919, 3921 and
3926 Wal usi ng Avenue, |ocated in
the 3rd Councilmanic District, in
accordance with the terns of Chapter
16- 700 of the Phil adel phia Code.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The Chair recogni zes the
Counci | mrenber Gauthier for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 241068.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

Thank you, Counci
President. | call for the adoption
of the resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has the noved and
properly seconded. Resolution No.
241068 w |1 be adopted. All those
in favor of the notion will signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it. The
notion carries. The resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the clerk please read

the title of Resolution No. 241069?
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CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
aut hori zi ng the Phil adel phi a
Redevel opnent Authority to execute
and deliver to the Phil adel phia Land
Bank deeds conveying title to
vari ous properties located in the
3rd Councilmanic District, including
on the follow ng streets:

North 35th Street, North
38th Street, Aspen Street, Brown
Street, North DeKalb Street, Ogden
Street, Sloan Street and Union
Street pursuant to the requirenents
of the Comonweal th Land Bank Act.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Jam e Gauthier for a

noti on regardi ng Resol uti on No.

241069.
COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER
Thank you, Counci
President. | call for the adoption

of the resol ution.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 241069 be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it. The
notion carries and the resolution is
adopt ed.

WIIl the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 2410747

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution
t hanki ng t he Pennsyl vani a CGener al
Assenbly for passing Act 103, the
“"Putting the brakes on street racing
bill."

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
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Counci | mrenber Jeffrey J. Young for a

notion regardi ng Resol uti on No.

241074.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank
you, M. President. | call for its
adopti on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 241074 be adopt ed.

Al those in favor of the
notion will signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it.

The notion carries and the
resolution is adopted.

WIl the clerk please read
the title of Resolution No. 2410757

CH EF CLERK: A resol ution

Page 161

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 21/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

calling on Governor Josh Shapiro and
t he Del aware Val | ey Regi ona
Pl anni ng Comm ssion to stave off
fare hikes and service cuts to SEPTA
by flexing federal infrastructure
funds from state highway projects to
| ocal transportation authorities.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes the
Counci | renber O Rourke for a notion
regardi ng Resol ution No. 2410757
COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE
Thank you, M. President.
| nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and
properly seconded that Resol ution
No. 24105 be adopt ed.
Al'l those in favor of the
notion wll signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it.

The notion carries and the
resol ution is adopted.

Good j ob, Menber O Rourke.

WIlIl the clerk please read
the title of bill No. 240613-A?

CH EF CLERK: An ordi nance
anmendi ng Chapter 12-1100,
m scel | aneous regul ati ons and
penalties. And Chapter 12-2800,
adm ni strative adjudi cation of
par ki ng vi ol ati ons of the
Phi | adel phi a Code, maki ng revisions
to disability parking space
standards and procedures, creating
an application process for
residential disability parking
spaces limted for use by specific
person with disability, creating a

new adm ni strative hearing process
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and anendi ng applicable penalties.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes the
Counci | renber Squilla for a notion.

COUNCI LMEMBER SQUI LLA:

Thank you, M. President.
I"d like to offer an amendnent to
bill No. 240613-A, a copied
amendnent has been circul ated to al
menbers of council. | nove for the
adopti on of anendnent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the anendnent
to bill No. 240613- A be adopt ed.

Al in favor will signify
by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it and the
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bill has been anended.

This bill will be placed on
the Final Passage Cal endar for our
next session of council

W will now consider
privileged resolutions with the
clerk. Please read any additiona
resol utions on today's cal endar.

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng Novenber 17th
t hrough 23rd as Nati onal
Apprenticeship Wek in the city of
Phi | adel phi a, introduced by
Counci | nrenber G I nore Ri chardson.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Leader G | nore Richardson
for a notion on the resol ution.
Thank you.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE
RI CHARDSON:  Thank you, Counci
President. | nove for the adoption

of the resol ution.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al in favor will signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the clerk please read
t he next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution decl ari ng Novenber 13th
t hrough Novenber 19th, 2024, as
Transgender Awareness Wek, and
Novenber 20th, as Transgender Day of
Remenbrance in the Gty of
Phi | adel phi a, introduced by

Counci | mrenber Rue Landau on behal f
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of Counci | menber Brooks.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau on behal f
of Counci | menber Brooks for the
not i on.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU

Thank you very nuch. |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor woul d
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it. And the

resol ution is adopt ed.
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WIIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution authorizing the Commttee
on Law and Governnent to hold
heari ngs expl ori ng Phil adel phia's
readi ness and conmitnent to
protecting immgrant, LGBTQ plus and
ot her margi nalized conmunities in
advance of the inpending Trunp
adm ni stration, introduced by
Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recognizes the
Counci | renber Rue Landau for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU

Counci | President, | nove
for the adoption of the resolution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the

resol uti on be adopt ed.
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Al in favor will signify
by sayi ng aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?
(No response.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The ayes have it. And the
resol ution is adopted.
WIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?
CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring the life and
| egacy of David Ranbler, Chair of
t he Phil adel phia Fair Housing
Conmmi ssion, for his tenacious and
l'ifelong commtnent to soci al
justice, housing, equity and i npact
on the lives of Phil adel phi ans,
i ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Landau.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
The Chair recogni zes

Counci | mrenber Rue Landau for a

Page 169

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 21/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU

Counci|l President, | nove
for the adoption of the resolution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resolution wll be adopted.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution honoring the life and
| egacy of Robert Schwartz, the

co-founder and fornmer executive
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director of the Juvenile Law Center
and recogni zing his lifel ong
dedi cation to juvenile justice and
youth rights on a national and
international |evel introduced by
Counci | mrenber Landau.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Rue Landau for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU. |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on thanking Tenpl e
Uni versity for becomng the first
university in the Philadel phia
region to deploy gun detection
technol ogy and to boost safety
I ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Young for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President. | nove for its
adopti on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the

resol uti on be adopt ed.
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Al'l those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resolution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zing the
Phi | adel phia Bl ack Wnen's Heal th
Al'liance for their 40 years of
service to Phil adel phia communities
I ntroduced by Counci |l nenber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Young for notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank

you, M. President. | nove for its
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adopti on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol uti on recogni zi ng ordi nary
heroes for their work engagi ng bl ack
and brown youth in the Hunting Park
Community, introduced by
Counci | menber Young.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Young for a notion on
t he resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG.  Thank
you, M. President. | nove for its
adopti on.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al those in favor signify
by sayi ng aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it and the
resolution is adopted.

WIIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged

resol uti on honoring Leslie Richards
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for her service to the residents of
the city of Phil adel phia and
surroundi ng area during her tenure
as general nmanager and CEO of the
Sout heast ern Pennsyl vani a
Transportation Authority, introduced
by Counci | menber Driscoll.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | renber Driscoll for a notion
on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER DRI SCOLL:

M. President, | nove for
Its adoption.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor wll
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?
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(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

WIIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recognizing the critical
need for the city of Philadel phia to
address vacanci es and public safety
positions, especially school
crossing guards to protect the well -
being of its residents and uphol d
the cities commtnent to comunity
security, introduced by
Counci | mrenber Ahnad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

That she recogni zed the
Counci | menber Dr. N na Ahmad for a
notion on the resol ution.

COUNCI LMEMBER DR AHVAD: |
nove for the adoption of this

resol uti on.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al'l those in favor w ||
signify by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopted.

WIl the clerk please read
the title of the next resol ution?

CH EF CLERK: A privileged
resol ution recognizing the critical
I nportance of vaccinations for
children in Philadel phia, introduced
by Counci | menber Ahmad.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | mrenmber Dr. N na Ahnad.
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COUNCI LMEMBER DR AHVAD: |
nove for the adoption of the
resol ution.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

It has been noved and
properly seconded that the
resol uti on be adopt ed.

Al those in favor signify
by saying aye.

(Aye.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Those opposed?

(No response.)

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it and the
resol ution is adopt ed.

CH EF CLERK: Counci |
Presi dent, there are no further
resolutions in ny possession.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

That conpl etes our cal endar
for today.

Are there any speeches on
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the part of the mnority?

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber N chol as O Rour ke.

COUNCI LMEMBER O ROURKE

Thank you, M. President.

There is a word fromthe
mnority today and today that word
I's val ue.

Before | say that, | want
to thank Leader Catherine G| nore
Ri chardson for supplying ne with
sonme nedicine today. Not feeling
too swell, but she has hel ped out
reaching into her bag and hel pi ng ne
feel alittle bit better. So thank
you, Leader G I nore Ri chardson.

Val ue, val ue, val ue, val ue.
So we've heard a lot frompublic
comment today related to the
resol ution that we just passed
calling on flex funding for SEPTA
Because SEPTA is the product of

generations of investnent that we
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cannot abandon, and | think we have
seen today how priceless that is.

We got a letter circul ated
bef ore we even got the public
coment from sonmeone who spoke and |
t hought the paragraph was pretty
cat chi ng.

It says: "On Monday the
City Council held hearings about our
readi ness for 2026. 2026 presents a
cataclysm c opportunity to make or
break Phil adel phia's inmage on the
world stage. It said Paris invested
inits public transit ahead of this
year's Aynpics. LA is doing the
sanme, getting ready for the 2028
A ynpics. Philadelphia will be in
the gl obal spotlight in 2026." They
asked the question: "Are we ready?"

Further, our team actually
brought sonmething to our attention
that said that right now Seattle is

investing $50-billion into a transit
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systemthat will be half the size of
SEPTA, hal f.

| f there was no SEPTA and
the City of Philadel phia had to
build the systemthat we have today,
it would cost sonewhere between 150
to $200-billion. Again, enphasizing
the point that our transit
infrastructure is pricel ess.

Now, grateful to see that
the Union was able to avert a strike
and cone to a deal. That's great.
So the strikes averted, but the cuts
have not yet been averted.

So the question is are we
ready? | want to just say, again,
that | appreciate the governor
I ndicating that he "would not |et
SEPTA fail." | think that was a
direct quote. And | just want to
add one nore exclamation point to
the chorus that have called on him

today to flex that funding before
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t he next budget cycle, as SEPTA has
i ndicated is necessary in order to
avoid failure.

But also, if I may, Menber
Driscoll, to make sure that the
tenure of Leslie Richards, who from
DVRPC to Harrisburg and back to
Philly and runni ng SEPTA, has a | ong
terminpact, one that has been
fitting such a dedicated public
servant that she is, and so we do
commend her today in that effort.
But not to bel abor that point,
again, | just want to exclamate the
poi nt that we need to see that that
fundi ng fl exed.

Furthernore, | want to say
t hat next Tuesday, ny office wll
join forces wwth the office of State
Representative R pkowski. Sharing
Excess as well as Conqueror CDC to
hel p nei ghbors cel ebrate

Thanksgi ving. W'IlIl be giving out
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turkeys and offering community
menbers a venue to securely shred
any old records or nmail.

And that again is next
Tuesday, nake it out to Conqueror
CDC at 5220 Whitby Avenue, that's
5220 Whitby Avenue between
10: 00 a.m and 1:00 p. m next
Tuesday.

Thank you, M. President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

Any speeches on behal f of
the majority?

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | mrenber Dr. N na Ahnad.

COUNCI LMEMBER DR. AHMAD:

Thank you, Counci
President. | am deeply concerned
about the spread of m sinformation
surroundi ng vacci nes, especially
comrents from President-el ect

Trunmp's pick for Secretary of Health
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and Human Servi ces, sonmeone who w | |
be tasked with | eading a federal
agency serving the health and well -
being of mllions of Anmericans.

M si nf ormati on surroundi ng
vacci nes has contributed to a
resurgence of preventabl e di seases,
i ncl udi ng neasl es, which according
to the World Health Organi zati on saw
her 230 percent increase in cases
wor | dw de in 2022 conpared to the
previ ous decade.

Phi | adel phia itself
experienced a significant neasles
out break recently. Science proves
that routine chil dhood vacci nations
reduce the spread of disease
strength -- strengthened the
I mmunity of our communities and
protects our vul nerabl e popul ati ons.
Taki ng care of the health of our
children and each other is one way

we can set themup for a successful
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life and protect our conmunity.

The peopl e of Phil adel phia
have the right to nodern, effective
heal t hcare access and the freedomto
| ead a healthy, productive life.

That is why as the Public
Health Commttee Chair, | introduced
a resolution today recognizing the
critical inportance of vaccinations
for children in Philadel phia.
will remain steadfast in ny support
of evidence based public health
solutions |ike vaccinations.

| urge the city, our civic
| eaders, schools, healthcare
providers and conmunity
organi zations to keep the m ssion of
protecting and saf eguardi ng our
children's health at the forefront
of our work.

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent .

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
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Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes
Majority Whip |Isaiah Thonas.

COUNCI LMEMBER THOVAS: CGood
afternoon. Good afternoon, Counci
President. | actually will be very
brief.

| actually want to start by
t hanki ng you and t he Sergeant - of -
Arms and the tech and the entire
team on the Council President's
side. W appreciate you pushing us
to be nore in neighborhoods and in
communi ti es and anongst peopl e.

And Monday was a great
exanpl e of that, Council President.
W had a hearing at the Visitor's
Center and I want to thank them for
hosting us around the idea of 2026
and the preparedness and what we
have done and what we have seen as
it relates to getting ready for

2026, but also what we need to do to
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make sure that this is the
opportunity to put Phil adel phia on a
gl obal st age.

| want to thank Congressman
Brendan Boyle for attending the
hearing and testifying, as well as
State Rep. Solonmon. It's inportant
t hat peopl e recognize that not only
is this an inportant year for our
city, but we, as governnent, see
this as a collaborative effort
between city, state and federal to
make sure that we put on the best
possi bl e display we can in order for
people to see the amazing city that
Phi | adel phia is.

|"mgoing to thank G eg
Karen from t he Phil adel phi a
Convention and Visitor's Bureau.
Meg Kane from Phil adel phia Soccer,
2026. Angela Val, a big thank you
to Angela Val for all of the

organi zing effort, but especially
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pushing us on this initiative.
And, of course, | want to
t hank Mayor Parker, M chael
Newran' s, Conmi ssi oner Bethel, our
Fire Comm ssioner, the entire
adm ni strative team Ms. Jones as
well, too, for participating in the
heari ng, actively working and
coordinating with Council and maki ng
sure that the people of Philadel phia
again know that this is a priority.
For those who don't know,
in 2026, we're going to see the
Maj or League Baseball Al Star gane.
W' re going to see six Wrld Cup
ganes from FI FA, the 250t h birthday
of our country, Wawa \Wel cone
Anerica, in addition to so many
ot her events. Qur 2026 activities
are estimated to bring in over
1-mllion visitors to the city of
Phi | adel phia and over 1-billion with

the b, Council President, dollars in
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| ocal econom c activity.

Approxi mately 30
organi zations offered testinony to
council that didn't participate in
the hearing to provide witten
statenents so that they can, too,
have their voice heard and nmake sure
that we understand that they are
part of the public private
partnership to assure that 2026 is
going to be a year that Phil adel phi a
don't forget.

Council President, I'm
gonna close out with this. There
was a | ot of ammzing testinony that
really resonated wth nyself,
Counci | menber Young, Council nenber
Lozada and Counci | nenber Landau.

But a couple of things really stuck
out .

| wanna first really thank

Counci | mrenber Lozada because one of

the charges that she had in that
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heari ng was that nobody, not one of
those 1-mllion people who cone to
the city of Phil adel phia to visit
our great city should | eave wth any
viral videos or pictures of anything
related to sone of the issues that
we have in Kensington.

So one of the things that
we asked for in that hearing and |
want to say this on behalf of
Counci | renber Lozada, is not just a
plan for 2026, but a special plan
specifically for Kensington. So we
can make sure that we're addressing
t hose i ssues and doi ng our best and
putting us in a position where those
constituents feel like they are as
I nportant as any other part of this
city as we prepare for that. So |
want to especially thank
Counci | mrenber Lozada for our
advocacy because that was one of the

things that really stood out in that
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heari ng.

Al so, want to nmake sure
t hat everybody knows that this is a
year where not only will we be able
to cel ebrate sone of our great
institutions and visiting centers
and things that are in Center City
and historical parts of the city,
but we want to nmake sure that
nei ghbor hoods feel this. W want to
make sure that we're pushing these
1-mIlion plus people who are going
to visit our city to South
Phi | adel phia to West Phil adel phi a,
to the northwest, to the northeast,
and et themsee -- oh, and North
Phi | adel phia, 1'msorry,
Counci | nrenber Young. And |let them
see how Phil adel phia is an anmazi ng
city, but a city of neighborhoods
that really reflect the nelting pot
of what we know this great country

to be.
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Last but not |east, Council
President, as | close out. | think
about the words that Angela said --
Angel a Val said when we were in the
hearing. And she tal ked about how
other cities use opportunities |like
this to propel themto be in the
position where 20, 30 and 40 years
| ater, they're still benefiting from
the great work that other cities did
when they had the opportunity to
have the gl obal stage, like the Gty
of Phil adel phia will have in 2026.

So | know, Counci
President, with your |eader and with
t he aggressive nature of our
col | eagues here on the |l egislative
side, as well as with the appetite
of the Mayor and the coll aborative
effort wwth the city, state and
federal government that Phil adel phia
is going to make this country proud

in 2026. And we're going to do such
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great work that people will be
tal king about it in 2036, 2046, and
SO many years beyond.

So t hank you, Counci l
President, | appreciate you. And
thank you to all of ny coll eagues,
as well as the adm nistration
because we know we're gonna nake
2026 an amazing year for our city.

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Excel | ent work, Menber
Thomas. We want to make sure that
billion-dollar econom c devel opnent
flows to black and brown and wonen-
owned busi nesses. So great job.
Keep up the good work, young man.

The Chair recogni zes
Counci | menber Rue Landau.

COUNCI LMEMBER LANDAU

Thank you, Counci

President. Today, | introduced a
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resolution to renenber and cel ebrate
the extraordinary life of David
Ranbler. A tireless advocate for
soci al justice and housing equity.
David's long life commtnent to
making a -- lifelong conmtnent to
maki ng a difference touched
countless lives in Phil adel phia and
beyond, including mne. He was a
friend, a nentor and a cl ose

col | eague.

Dave was a lifelong
activist and protester here. 1In
fact, Suzanne told nme that one of
his first big protest in
Phi | adel phia was right here in this
room We |love that. Welcone the
protesters. And in 2015, Mayor
Nutter appointed himto be the Chair
of the Phil adel phia Fair Housing
Comm ssion, where | served as the
executive director.

In that capacity, he
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adj udi cat ed t housands of cases of
all eged unfair rental practices,
wor ked to protect tenants, hold

| andl ords accountabl e and create a
city where everyone can feel at
hone.

Over the decades, he worked
at the Defender Association, the
Nati onal Housi ng Law Project, and
represented groups |ike the NAACP,
Act up, and what was then the
Tenants Action G oup, chanpioning
justice for underserved conmunities.

Hi s contributions extended
nationally. He played a pivota
role in securing the | argest Federa
Fair Housi ng Act disaster settlenent
in US. history follow ng Hurricane
Sandy and shaped policies for
housi ng, equity and di saster
recovery at the federal |evel.

Hi s passing on Septenber

1st at age 77 is a profound | oss,
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but his legacy lives on in the fight
for fair housing, justice and
equality. And with his wonderful

wi fe, Suzanne, also a forner |egal
servi ces justice chanpion, and his
sons Al ec and Bryce.

We al so cel ebrated the
incredible life of Bob Schwartz in a
resolution. Another true chanpion
for juvenile justice and youth
rights. As co-founder of the
Juvenil e Law Center, Bob's visionary
| eadership transforned the way we
protect and enpower young peopl e
across the nation and around the
wor | d.

Bob's work led to historic
| egal victories, including
elimnating the juvenile death
penal ty, exposing the kids for cash
judicial scandal in northeastern
Pennsyl vania. And filed class

action |lawsuits agai nst conditions
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ininstitutions and in probation
system He has changed the lives of
countl ess children's and fam|li es.

Bob passed away on Cctober
8th at age 77. Hi s legacy lives on
in the children whose |ives he
transfornmed and the advocates he
inspired. As a forner |egal
services | awer nyself, we have a
tight-knit community here in
Phi | adel phia. And these two both
cenented |lasting legacies and it's a
painful loss to all of Us.

And finally today, in both
of their honors, | introduced a
resolution to reaffirm
Phi | adel phia's commtnment to
protecting the rights and dignity of
I mm grants, LGBTQ plus individuals,
and all marginalized communities in
our city. Phil adel phia can and
shoul d continue to be a safe,

wel com ng and affirmng city for
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all, especially as we prepare for
the potential challenges ahead in
the next presidential

adm ni strati on.

Phi | adel phia thrives
because of its diversity and the
i nval uabl e contri butions of
i mm grants, LGBTQ plus individuals,
and those who have historically
faced discrimnation. W are built
today fromthe efforts and advocacy
of marginalized groups, and we need
to protect our neighbors. W nust
ensure every Phil adel phian can |ive
wi t hout fear. Every Phil adel phi an
matters here.

This resolution is a cal
to action. Together, we nust ensure
the Gty Council remains as standing
agai nst injustice and saf eguardi ng
t he fundanmental freedons that nmake
our city strong.

Thank you.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes the
presence and al so acknow edges
Counci | mrenber M nority Wi p Kendra
Br ooks.

COUNCI LMEMBER BROCKS:

Thank you, Counci
Presi dent .

Today i s Transgender day of
Renmenbrance. |, actually
Counci | renber Landau introduced on
nmy behalf a resolution to recognize
Transgender Awareness Wek and
transgender Day of Renenbrance.

Trans and gender expansive
peopl e are anongst the dearest | oved
ones and over the past few nonths
t hey have been the targets of
mllions of dollars of politica
spendi ng on hateful canpaign ads.
As an educator and a nother, | see

this behavior for what it is.
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Bul lying, it is petty, it is cruel
and it flies in the face of our nost
cherished Anerican ideal. The
freedomto be who you are and |ive
your own |ife.

On Trans Day of
Renenbrance, we honor the people who
lost their lives in pursuit of that
freedom W honor the 36 trans and
gender expansive people who have
been killed in the past year,

i ncl udi ng Pennsyl vani an Paul y
Li kens, who was just 1l4-years-old
when she was kill ed.

W recogni ze that the
maj ority of trans people killed are
bl ack wonen and we recogni ze that
bl ack wonen are tired. Tired of
being at the forefront of all of our
fights to extend our freedomto nore
people. Tired of being targeted for
our willingness to resist bullies

and protect the nost vul nerable.
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Over the next four years,

we wll be -- we will see bullying
on a national scale. |In fact, next
nmonth our illegitinmate Suprene Court
wi |l hear a case on gender affirmng

care for trans youth.

This el ection showed the
| ength powerful billionaires wll
go, whether it's trans fol ks or
I mm grants or young people
protesting in the streets to try to
convince us that sone other is the
problem all while they bully their
way into nore noney and nore power.

Just look at what City
Council has prioritized over the
| ast couple of weeks. A
billionaire's arena rather than the
t hi ngs that Phil adel phian's voted
for, affordable housing, |iving
wages and civil rights.

And across the country, we

will also be seeing Republican |ed
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states continue to target our

country's trans popul ation. To our

trans community, | amhere to say we
will not allow That here in
Phi | adel phi a.

Sarah McBride, who is a
representative elect for the state
of Delaware and the first openly
trans person to be elected to the
U.S. Congress said it best. "These
di vi sive attacks com ng fromthe
right wing are blatant attenpts to
distract fromthe fact that they
have no real solutions for what
Ameri cans are facing."”

Here in Phil adel phia, we
will not bow down to bullies. W
will stand with our trans nei ghbors
and continue to insist on nore
freedom not less. And now is not
the time to coward in the face of
t hese attacks, but instead it is the

time to reconmt to the fight ahead.
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W can take action now to
save lives and that's what I'll be
focused on this week and every week
novi ng forward.

Thank you so nuch, Counci
Pr esi dent.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you very nuch.

M nority Leader Brooks, would you
like to be voted aye on all bills
and resol utions?

COUNCI LMEMBER BROOKS:  Yes,
Counci | President.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

You're wel cone. Duly
noted, for the record.

The Chair now recogni zes
Majority Leader Catherine Gl nore
Ri char dson.

COUNCI LMEMBER G LMORE
RI CHARDSON: Thank you. Thank you
very much, Council President.

Agai n, happy Nationa

Page 204

Lexi tas Legal Phil adel phia
215-504- 4622




Stated Meeting
11/ 21/ 2024

© 00 N oo o b~ w N P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Apprenticeshi p Wek, Phil adel phi a.
We have held a nunber of activities
and events throughout the Cty of
Phi | adel phi a, introducing the trades
and apprenticeship prograns to young
peopl e across the city of
Phi | adel phia and those wi shing to
re-skill and up-skill. So happy
Nat i onal Apprenticeship Wek.

| rise today just to rem nd
col | eagues that we do have a
2:00 p.m Commttee O The Whole
hearing. | respectfully request
your attendance at 2:00 p. m

W have one resol ution
which | authored and this wll be
the second hearing that we hold
prior to the city entering into
negotiations wth the FOP. So we do
have a Comm ttee O The Wol e
hearing at 2:00 p.m in addition to
our hearing at 6:00.

Thank you very nuch for
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your assi stance.
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Thank you very nuch,

Maj ority Leader.

The Chair now recogni zes
t he Counci | menber Jam e Gaut hi er.

COUNCI LMEMBER GAUTHI ER

Thank you, Counci
Pr esi dent.

Today we renaned the 3900
bl ock of Chestnut Street Dr. Audrey
E. Evans Way to honor the life and
menory of Dr. Audrey Evans and her
I nval uabl e contributions to
pedi atri ¢ oncol ogy and the Ronal d
McDonal d House Charities of the
Phi | adel phi a Regi on.

Dr. Audrey Evans co-founded
t he Ronal d McDonal d House Chariti es,
whi ch opened the first Ronald
McDonal d House in the world 50 years
ago in West Phil adel phi a.

As a pediatrician,
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Dr. Evans saw firsthand the i mense
enotional and financial burden faced
by famlies of children undergoing
|l ong term nedi cal treatnent. That
is why she dedicated herself to
creating a quote "hone away from
home" for famlies, so that they had
a supportive and caring environnent.
The Ronal d McDonal d House
that Dr. Evans co-founded in West
Phi | adel phia grew to becone nore
than just a place to stay. It
becane a community of support,
under st andi ng and conpassi on and t he
nodel for over 385 houses all over
the worl d.
Dr. Evans was also a
pi oneer in pediatric oncol ogi st and
vi sionary who profoundly changed the
lives of countless famlies. Her
groundbr eaki ng work in the treatnent
of neurobl astoma significantly

i mproved survival rates and brought
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hope to many around the world.

Dr. Evans's unconventi onal
approach to care, the bird cage on
t he oncol ogy floor, the hanster up
the sl eeve of her |lab coat, the
bunny that hel ped the child through
her fear of the MRl machi ne, and her
wi |l lingness to answer heavy
questions asked by her young,
critically ill patients about death
I n heaven redefined what it nmeans to
provi de conpassi onate care.

| am proud to honor this
gl ass and ceiling shattering doctor,
dedi cated comrmunity | eader and
trail bl azer who enbodi ed brotherly
| ove and sisterly affection in West
Phi | adel phi a and nati onw de.

Thank you so nuch.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you.

The Chair recogni zes

Counci | renber Jeffrey Young.
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COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Thank
you, M. President.

First, before |I go over ny
comments, | just want to |et
everyone and the listening public
know t hat on Monday at the Martin
Lut her King Junior Recreation
Center, ny office will be holding a
speci al Thanksgi vi ng di nner.

For all those who wish to
participate, You can call ny office
to RSVP, or you can search through
5th District Thanksgi ving di nner on
Eventbrite to sign up to register.
That is from4:00 p.m to 7:00 p. m
at the Martin Luther King Recreation
Center at 22nd and Cecil B. Moore,
which i s accessi ble by bus routes
No. 333 and 61.

COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Menmber Young, what's your
of fi ce phone nunber?

COUNCI LMEMBER YOUNG  Yes,
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sir. Ofice tel ephone nunber is
215-686-3442. You can call the
office to RSVP for this catered neal
that we're going to have. W'l
al so have live entertai nment, a DJ,
and we have a magician to cone in to
performfor our famly nenbers as
wel | .

| want to acknow edge a
sol etTm nonent that happened in our
district a couple of days ago. A
young man, 20-years-old,
M. Dom ni que Jones, a cyclist, was
killed by a speeding drunk driver on
that 25th and Di anond.

And so as the Chair of the
Streets and Services Conmittee, |
just want the public to know that
this Council is commtted to | ooking
at -- is looking into all neasures
to calmtraffic in our city. As you
see the Streets and Services

Commttee today passed out 11 bills,
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many of themrelated to traffic
cal mng neasures. And so we w |
continue to do so here in our city.

Just yesterday, a 26-year-
old was shot and killed at a pizza
shop in North Phil adel phia on R dge
Avenue, just a block away from ny
alma mater, Grard Col |l ege, and
across the street fromPHA's
headquarters.

And so while, you know,
we' re spendi ng hours debating about
billionaire pet projects, there is
no nmention at all throughout these
debates on how this project wl|
make our city safer fromthe nunber
one issue that is facing many people
inthis city and that is gun
vi ol ence.

And on that sane topic,
want to thank Tenple University for
i npl enenting the ZeroEyes gun

detection technol ogy. These are the
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types of investnents that can help
I nprove our |ives and inprove our
safety in North Phil adel phi a.

And, M. President, you
know there is a -- there was a | ot
of testinony today about SEPTA and
the inportance of SEPTA in our
region. And on Septenber 12th, you
know, | joined you and ot her
col | eagues urging -- along with
SEPTA, you know, urging the
Pennsyl vani a | egi sl ature and
Governor Shapiro to allocate the
$240-mllion in necessary Funding to
keep SEPTA fully operational.

So without this investnent,
of course, SEPTA faces dire
financial crisis, threatening the
essential service cuts, fare
i ncreases that will burden the daily
commut e and wal | ets of
Phi | adel phi ans. Hundr eds of
thousands in this city rely on SEPTA
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as their lifeline, including ny
friends, nmy famly, ny constituents.
Ri ght ?

SEPTA's current deficit
underscores a broader concern. How
can the agency neet potential future
oper ati onal demands when it
struggles to sustain the existing
operati ons today? Wth SEPTA
al ready stretched thin, expecting
SEPTA to shoul der the financi al
burden is both unrealistic and
unfair.

We cannot rely on
hypot heti cal projections of
ri dershi ps when the reality is that
t hese nunbers are unattainable
Wi t hout addressi ng SEPTA' s
operational chall enges.

Moreover, it is inportant
to acknow edge that entertai nnent
draws a certain celebrity and soci al

scene where those patrons by in
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large will drive to those

entertai nnent venues. These factors
make the ridership expectations for
this large project unfeasible at
best .

As Vice Chair of Council
Transportation Conmittee, | have
consi stently fought for increased
fundi ng, inproved efficiency and
enhanced safety for SEPTA. M
l'ifelong riding experience on SEPTA
on all nodes of public
transportation reinforces ny
comm tnent to advocating for a
strong, reliable and sustai nabl e
transit systemfor al
Phi | adel phians. This is why | have
raised critical questions about the
I npact of a |arge scale
entertai nnment venue on SEPTA's
operations for the daily lives of
our residents.

So | urge everyone to watch
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the hearing that we've held inits
entirety. R ght? The focus nust
remai n on ensuring that any major
project that's devel oped is
devel oped responsi bly and equitably.
My priority will always be to
advocate for what is best for ny
constituents and for Phil adel phi a.
And we cannot ignore the
realities facing SEPTA. W thout
I mredi ate funding fromthe state and
careful planning from stakehol ders,
this vital public service wll
continue to struggle with the
serious -- wth serious consequences
for our city. And as the elected
representative for the 5th D strict
on Gty Council, | wll renmain
steadfast in holding all parties
account abl e ensuring that the people
of Phil adel phia are prioritized in
any hearings that we have.

Thank you, M. President.
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

Thank you, Counci | menber
Young.

There are no nore speeches
today. The Chair recognizes

Majority Whip Thomas for a notion to

adj our n.
COUNCI LMEMBER THOMAS:
Thank you, Counci
President. | nove that Counci

stands adj ourned until Thursday,
Decenber 5th, 2024 at 10: 00 am
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
It has been noved and
properly seconded that Counci
st ands adj ourned to Thursday,
Decenber 5th, 2024 at 10:00 a.m
Al those in favor w |
signify by saying aye.
(Aye.)
COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:
Those opposed?

(No response.)
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COUNCI L PRESI DENT JOHNSON:

The ayes have it. The
notion carries and everyone have a
happy Thanksgiving, if that's what
you cel ebr at e.

(Stated Meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATI ON

| hereby certify that the proceedi ngs and
evi dence are contained fully and accurately in the
notes taken by ne of the above case, and this copy is a

correct transcript of the sane.

Sananda J. Ros

Samanda J. R os

Court Reporter
Notary Public of PA & DE

(The foregoing certification of this
transcript does not apply to any reproduction of the
same by any neans unl ess under the direct control

and/ or supervision of the certifying reporter.)
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