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1                  -  -  - 

2           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you. 

3 I understand that state law currently 

4 requires that the following announcement 

5 be made at the beginning of every remote 

6 hearing as follows:  Due to the current 

7 public health emergency, City Council 

8 Committees are currently meeting 

9 remotely.  We are using Microsoft Teams 

10 to make these remote hearings possible.  

11           Instruction for how the public 

12 may view and offer public testimony at 

13 public hearings of Council Committees 

14 are included in the public hearing 

15 notices that are published in the Daily 

16 News, the Inquirer and the Legal 

17 Intelligencer prior to the hearings and 

18 can also be found on phlcouncil.com.  I 

19 now note that the hour has come.  

20           And, Clerk, will you please 

21 call the roll to take attendance.  

22           Members that are in attendance 

23 will indicate so by saying present when 

24 your name is called.  Also, please say a 

25 few brief words when responding so that 
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1 your image will be displayed on screen 

2 when you speak.

3           THE CLERK:  Councilmember 

4 Henon.

5           COUNCILMAN HENON:  Good 

6 morning, Madam Chair, and good morning 

7 Committee Members.  I am present.  

8           THE CLERK:  Councilwoman Bass.  

9           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good 

10 morning.

11           THE CLERK:  Councilmember Oh.

12           COUNCILMAN OH:  Good morning, 

13 Chairwoman.  Good morning, Committee 

14 colleagues.

15           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good 

16 morning.

17           THE CLERK:  Councilmember Gym.

18           COUNCILWOMAN GYM:  Good 

19 morning, Madam Chair.  Good morning, 

20 colleagues.  And good morning to all the 

21 public who are showing up today.

22           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good 

23 morning.

24           THE CLERK:  Councilmember 

25 Green.
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1           COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Good 

2 morning, Madam Chair.  Good morning, 

3 colleagues.  Good morning to the 

4 listening and viewing public.

5           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good 

6 morning.

7           THE CLERK:  Councilmember 

8 Thomas.

9           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Good 

10 morning, Madam Chair.  Good morning, 

11 colleagues.  Good morning to the 

12 listening public.

13           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good 

14 morning.

15           THE CLERK:  And, Councilmember 

16 Brooks.

17           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I know 

18 that I just spoke with her.  I think 

19 she's getting on right now so I know 

20 that she is in route, shall we say.  So 

21 I expect we will be hearing from her 

22 shortly.  

23           Is that it from the Clerk?  Is 

24 that it for attendance, Madam Clerk?

25           THE CLERK:  Yes.
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1           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Well, 

2 thank you.  

3           A quorum of the Committee is 

4 present and this hearing is now called 

5 to order.  This is the public hearing of 

6 the Committee on Public Health and Human 

7 Services regarding Bill No. 200425.  

8           And, Clerk, will you please 

9 read the title of the bills being 

10 considered today.

11           THE CLERK:  Bill No. 200425, 

12 amending Title 6 of the Philadelphia 

13 Code, entitled "Health Code," by 

14 creating a new Chapter 6-1300, entitled 

15 "Healthy Outdoor Public Spaces," to 

16 promote a healthy environment that 

17 protects the public from the risks of 

18 toxic herbicides by prohibiting their 

19 use on all city-owned or used public 

20 grounds, including but not limited to 

21 parks, trails, recreation centers and 

22 playgrounds; establishing reporting 

23 requirements; and establishing a private 

24 right of action, all under certain terms 

25 and conditions.
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1           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.  

2 Before we begin to hear testimony from 

3 the witnesses we have for today, 

4 everyone who has been invited to the 

5 meeting to testify should be aware that 

6 this public hearing is being recorded.  

7 Because the hearing is public, 

8 participants and viewers have no 

9 reasonable expectation of privacy.  By 

10 continuing to being in the meeting, you 

11 are consenting to being recorded.  

12           Additionally, prior to 

13 recognizing Members for the questions 

14 and comments they have for witnesses, I 

15 will note for the record at this time 

16 that we will use the chat feature 

17 available in Microsoft Teams to allow 

18 Members to signify that they wish to be 

19 recognized.  In order to comply with the 

20 Sunshine Act, the chat feature must only 

21 be used for that purpose. 

22           Clerk, will you please call 

23 the first panel or witnesses that we 

24 have to testify this morning.

25           THE CLERK:  Commissioner 
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1 Kathyrn Ott Lovell and Director of 

2 Natural Resources Tom Witmer.

3           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  

4 Before they begin with their testimony, 

5 I would like to make a statement as the 

6 bill sponsor and also, I would like to 

7 invite my colleagues if they have a 

8 statement before the hearing proceeds, 

9 if they would like to make a statement, 

10 that we would do so at this time. 

11           In 2018 Monsanto, a company 

12 that makes glyphosate-based pesticides, 

13 gave a school groundskeeper 

14 Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.  In a later 

15 case, they were ordered to pay up to a 

16 $2 billion lawsuit for giving a couple 

17 cancer.  Toxic pesticides have 

18 consistently proven to be a major health 

19 risk.  Yet Philadelphia continues to 

20 allow the use of these harmful chemicals 

21 on our public spaces, the same spaces 

22 where our children play and families 

23 gather.  

24           Many of the herbicides used by 

25 the City contain toxic chemicals that 
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1 have documented health and environmental 

2 effects, including links to cancer, 

3 endocrine disruption, reproductive 

4 effects, neural toxicity, kidney and 

5 liver damage, birth and developmental 

6 effects, detection in our drinking water 

7 and toxicity to birds, fish, aquatic 

8 organisms, bees and other beneficial 

9 insects.  

10           Every Philadelphian is 

11 entitled to clean air, water, soil and 

12 food.  So today I am proposing 

13 legislation that will protect just that, 

14 along with public health in our crucial 

15 ecosystems.  We must move away from the 

16 toxic herbicides and chemicals that our 

17 City has grown to be much too dependent 

18 on and transition to a safer, cleaner 

19 alternative of organic pest management.  

20           City agencies are quick to 

21 argue that there is no harm in using 

22 these dangerous chemicals as they are 

23 currently approved by the United States 

24 Environmental Protection Agency, the 

25 EPA.  However, the EPA allows highly 
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1 toxic chemicals to stay in registry and 

2 on the market due to their practice of 

3 re-evaluating effects and conducting 

4 reviews every 15 years to determine 

5 whether a registered pesticide continues 

6 to meet lawful standards.  

7           The evidence for the dangers 

8 of toxic herbicides is simply too 

9 overwhelming to ignore.  In an April 

10 2017 study conducted by a Shanghai 

11 Medical School, it was found that 

12 glyphosate products are associated with 

13 conditions like Parkinson's disease, 

14 Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, kidney cancer, 

15 tumors, miscarriages, autism, 

16 Alzheimer's, anxiety, depression and 

17 more.  

18           Furthermore, residues of 

19 chemicals have been found in everyday 

20 foods and beverages, such as drinking 

21 water, wine, juices, milk, eggs and soy, 

22 just to name a few.  Children are also 

23 at high risk.  In fact, the Academy of 

24 Pediatrics has found early exposure to 

25 pesticide and pesticide cancer can 
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1 decrease cognitive function and increase 

2 behavioral problems.  

3           Philadelphia also has a 

4 history of environmental racism and this 

5 is no exception.  In New York City, the 

6 Black Institute found that Black and 

7 Brown neighborhoods are being 

8 disproportionately sprayed with 

9 glyphosate, the cancer-causing active 

10 ingredient in Roundup.  Not only are 

11 people of color more directly affected 

12 as they constitute a large number of 

13 Philadelphia park users, but they are 

14 also more likely to hold jobs that 

15 expose them to these dangers.  People of 

16 color are already more susceptible to 

17 environmental health complications and 

18 are more likely to live closer to 

19 pollution caused by waste disposal. 

20           Toxic herbicides are slowly 

21 poisoning Philadelphia, state and City 

22 employees, children, the elderly, pets 

23 and the ecosystem.  It will take time 

24 and money to make the transition to 

25 organic pest management.  We recognize 
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1 that.  However, the long-term benefits 

2 far outweigh the initial cost.  We have 

3 the power to promote clean, green spaces 

4 that are safe for Philadelphians, 

5 unthreatening to public health and never 

6 dependent on any chemicals or toxins, 

7 and so what is the City's duty to take 

8 immediate action.  

9           And so, at this time we would 

10 like to hear from our Parks & Recreation 

11 Department and any other Members.  But I 

12 do want to say as an aside, that we have 

13 tried to work with the Department of 

14 Parks & Recreation to come up with 

15 amendments that would include sort of a 

16 drop-dead date in which the City would 

17 stop using as they refer to it as 

18 synthetic herbicides.  We were open to 

19 that and certainly had hoped that they 

20 would be willing to come back to the 

21 table and in the spirit -- as the Mayor 

22 put it, in the spirit of transparency 

23 and in the spirit of looking at 

24 everything we do through a racial equity 

25 lens, it is incredibly disappointing 
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1 that that was not done and that it's 

2 back to business as usual. 

3           And so, with that being said, 

4 I am really interested to hear from the 

5 Commissioner and from the Department and 

6 to hear their response in reference to 

7 why we cannot have a date certain in 

8 which we will stop using toxic 

9 pesticides, synthetic pesticides, 

10 synthetic herbicides, whatever you want 

11 to call it, in our communities where our 

12 children play and where we gather in the 

13 City of Philadelphia.  

14           But before we hear from them, 

15 I would like to invite any of my 

16 colleagues who may have a comment to do 

17 so at this time.

18                (No response.) 

19           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  All 

20 right.  Seeing that there is no request, 

21 if we could hear from Commissioner 

22 Kathryn Ott Lovell.

23           COMMISSIONER OTT LOVELL:  Good 

24 morning, Chairperson Bass and members of 

25 the Public Health and Human Committee.  



Committee on Public Health and Human Services
October 30, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 13

1 My name is Kathryn Ott Lovell.  I'm the 

2 Commissioner of Philadelphia Parks & 

3 Recreation.  Can everybody hear me okay?  

4           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes.

5           COMMISSIONER OTT LOVELL:  I am 

6 here today to testify in support of Bill 

7 No. 200425 as we proposed it to be 

8 amended.  The bill amends Title 6 of the 

9 Philadelphia Code, entitled "Health 

10 Code," by creating a new Chapter 6-1300, 

11 entitled "Healthy Outdoor Public 

12 Spaces."  

13           Joining me today is to Tom 

14 Witmer, who is Philadelphia Parks & 

15 Recreation's Operations Manager for 

16 Natural Land Restoration.  Tom is our 

17 inhouse advisor on matters related to 

18 herbicide use.  Tom has been overseeing 

19 the restoration and maintenance of park 

20 forests for the past 20 years.  He has a 

21 Bachelor's Degree in Forest Science, a 

22 Master's Degree in Environmental Science 

23 and is a certified pesticide applicator 

24 with the state of Pennsylvania.  

25           I'll begin by noting that 
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1 Parks & Recreation manages over 12,000 

2 acres of land or about 11 percent of the 

3 City's total land area.  About 5600 

4 acres of this land is natural areas, 

5 mainly forests.  The goal of this bill 

6 is to limit the purported risks to the 

7 public from the use of certain synthetic 

8 herbicides on City-owned public grounds, 

9 including parks, trails, recreation 

10 centers and playgrounds.  

11           No rational person would 

12 willingly allow the general public to be 

13 exposed to substances that present high 

14 health risks and Parks & Recreation 

15 agrees with this perspective.  We use 

16 these synthetic herbicides in accordance 

17 with their labels and pursuant to state 

18 and federal laws.  The U.S. EPA requires 

19 extensive scientific data on the 

20 potential health and environmental 

21 effects of a pesticide before granting a 

22 registration.

23           These products are critical in 

24 controlling problematic vegetation 

25 throughout our parks.  Parks & 
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1 Recreation contractors and staff have 

2 applied herbicides for decades as part 

3 of a comprehensive land management 

4 strategy.  We are not aware of any 

5 instances of those people being harmed 

6 by them, including the people who apply 

7 them.  The digitus use of herbicides 

8 able us to control invasive plants that 

9 can otherwise outcompete and kill native 

10 trees and shrubs.  

11           Our City's parks are very 

12 fragmented and invasive plants are a 

13 constant threat to our remnant forests.  

14 In the last 10 years, we have lost 6 

15 percent of the City's tree canopy from 

16 various agents such as the emerald ash 

17 borer.  When invasive plants are not 

18 controlled, they quickly occupy these 

19 gaps and overtake any new seedlings or 

20 planted trees.  Over time more and more 

21 forests is lost as new canopy gaps open 

22 and are choked with invasive plants. 

23 This leads to a decline of native plant 

24 diversity and to decline in habitat for 

25 resident and migratory wildlife.  
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1           The known alternatives to 

2 herbicide use are for less effective and 

3 far more costly, so already stretched 

4 capacity to manage invasive plants would 

5 be greatly reduced.  Currently, known 

6 alternative methods of weed control 

7 would cost a minimum of three times as 

8 much, much more than that in many cases.  

9 Most of the herbicides we use are 

10 systemic, that means they kill the 

11 entire plant root and all.  Other 

12 methods leave the root intact, so weeds 

13 simply resprout from live roots, 

14 creating a need to return again and 

15 again to control the same weeds, rather 

16 than expand into new areas.  

17           Our staff has spent many years 

18 restoring and maintaining park natural 

19 areas that were previously overrun with 

20 invasive vegetation.  We have controlled 

21 the invasive vegetation with multiple 

22 methods, mechanical, culture and 

23 biological as well as with herbicides.  

24 We are dedicated to preserving those 

25 restored areas and reclaiming new ones. 
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1 Stopping the total use of herbicides 

2 would also have a profound implication 

3 for certain park spaces, including 

4 highly visible areas such as the 

5 Benjamin Franklin Parkway, Love Park and 

6 many others.  Targeted low-volume 

7 applications are made at these sites to 

8 keep them well-maintained.  

9           Golf courses are another park 

10 feature that rely on herbicides to keep 

11 their courses playable.  Without timely 

12 applications of appropriate herbicides, 

13 these sites would quickly become 

14 unplayable.  In an attempt to reach a 

15 compromise, we have been working with 

16 Chairperson Bass and her staff to refine 

17 this bill.  We have proposed a number of 

18 amendments, particularly three key ones 

19 which would make the bill acceptable to 

20 Philadelphia Parks & Recreation. 

21           I want to note that our 

22 proposed amendments that we worked on 

23 with the sponsor are different from what 

24 is being proposed now, which we are just 

25 seeing this morning.  Our proposed 
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1 amendments were as follows:  Number one, 

2 Parks & Recreation will commit to 

3 discontinue all synthetic herbicide 

4 applications within 50 feet of all play 

5 equipment on Parks & Recreation 

6 properties city-wide.  Number two, Parks 

7 & Recreation will commit to post signage 

8 prominently, providing notice in advance 

9 of applications of synthetic herbicides, 

10 including the date application will be 

11 occurring, a contact phone number for 

12 any questions.  These signs will remain 

13 posted until the applied herbicide has 

14 dried.  And number three, Parks & 

15 Recreation will institute a pilot 

16 program on selected sites to test the 

17 efficacy of organic pest management 

18 products over a period of two years, 

19 resulting in the compilation of a 

20 summary report on the use of organic 

21 pest management products, which includes 

22 conclusions on the cost and 

23 effectiveness as compared to the use of 

24 conventional herbicides.  

25           In addition, our Department 
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1 has agreed to a robust and ongoing 

2 report and recordkeeping process for all 

3 herbicide applications.  Such reporting 

4 will be made at least annually to City 

5 Council and to the general public on the 

6 City's website and will include 

7 herbicide applications by staff, our 

8 contractors and their subcontractors.  

9 This report will contain a host of 

10 details about the types and names of 

11 herbicides used, methods of use, 

12 locations, square footage amounts, names 

13 of persons and companies applying the 

14 herbicides and other key information. 

15           Most importantly, Parks & 

16 Recreation has agreed to set up a pilot 

17 study on the effectiveness and cost 

18 associated with organic-only treatments.  

19 It has been mutually agreed that this 

20 pilot program will take two years to 

21 complete after the initial effective 

22 date.  Thus, we are prepared to evaluate 

23 and report on the value, expense and 

24 effectiveness of the organic management 

25 practices pilot program no later than 
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1 December 31, 2023.  We will present and 

2 review these findings in a public forum. 

3           We firmly believe that we are 

4 meeting both our obligation to best 

5 practices, to adequately maintain 

6 thousands of acres of land within a 

7 severely constrained budget, while also 

8 experimenting with organic practices on 

9 some designated parklands.  The purpose 

10 and value of a pilot program is to 

11 objectively evaluate the costs, the 

12 time, the effectiveness and applicator 

13 safety of organic products compared to 

14 products currently used.  

15           We accept this challenge to 

16 explore the organic products and 

17 practices.  We have set up a reasonable 

18 and rational basis to explore the end 

19 results of that challenge.  We will 

20 share those results in an open and 

21 transparent manner with this group and 

22 all interested citizens.  We will 

23 utilize those results to make further 

24 timely decisions about organics and 

25 their uses.  We ask only for the 
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1 reasonable and equitable opportunity to 

2 productively use the pilot program time 

3 frame to evaluate further discussion, 

4 decisions and further scientific 

5 information that may be forthcoming in 

6 the next two to three years.  

7           Together through this pilot 

8 program, we will iteratively And 

9 critically evaluate what ultimately 

10 constitutes best practices for the 

11 proper ongoing maintenance of over 

12 12,000 acres of City parklands.  We need 

13 to be mindful of the value of 

14 experimental results, our own park 

15 stewardship demands and our budgetary 

16 constraints.  Thank you for the 

17 opportunity to testify on this bill as 

18 it is proposed to be amended.  I will be 

19 happy to answer any questions you may 

20 have.

21            COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

22 for your testimony.  I do have a 

23 question, and I know Councilman David Oh 

24 also has a question.  

25           I want to acknowledge that 
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1 Councilwoman Kendra Brooks is present as 

2 well.  

3           Commissioner, was there 

4 someone else from your team that was 

5 going to testify alongside or it looks 

6 like you're the entirety of Panel 1; is 

7 that correct?

8           COMMISSIONER OTT LOVELL:  Yes.  

9 Tom Witmer is on the line and available 

10 for any questions you might have.  He is 

11 our subject matter expert.

12           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  All right.  

13 Thank you very much.  So let's get into 

14 the questions then.  I have a number of 

15 questions and concerns.  Just to review 

16 your amendments that Parks & Recreation 

17 did offer to us and what some of the 

18 issues are that we have with these 

19 amendments.  

20           The first is that there was a 

21 50-foot rule of not spraying within 50 

22 feet of play equipment.  And I guess in 

23 a perfect world where children don't 

24 veer off and go into grass and go into 

25 other areas, then that would probably be 
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1 okay, but that's just not the way the 

2 universe works.  And so, the idea of not 

3 spraying within 50 feet of playground 

4 equipment, I think that it sounds nice 

5 but it really is something that won't be 

6 impactful in any way, shape or form, 

7 because we know that children, adults, 

8 dogs, animals, everything, will go 

9 around that 50-foot perimeter.  They 

10 will be in the grass.  And so, saying 

11 that we're just not going to say on play 

12 equipment, to me is just really a red 

13 herring, if you will, because it really 

14 doesn't address what it is that we're 

15 trying to do and make sure that we're 

16 not spraying, period. 

17           The second thing I wanted to 

18 just touch on is the signage in advance 

19 of the spray, which I think is still in 

20 the amendments that we're offering 

21 today.  And so, we do agree that 

22 signage, public notice, public 

23 acknowledgment that there is going to be 

24 a spraying of a toxic chemical, that 

25 people in the community have a right and 
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1 deserve to know, so that's still in the 

2 amendments that we're offering. 

3           And the third thing I just 

4 wanted to touch on was the pilot 

5 program, which really feels like a 

6 bridge to nowhere.  So this pilot 

7 program would be conducted over a two- 

8 or three-year period and then there 

9 would be reporting out.  But what we 

10 asked from the Department was that you 

11 would find a way to have some urgency 

12 around this issue, and that urgency 

13 would culminate, if you will, in a 

14 drop-dead date, an end date in which the 

15 City of Philadelphia would stop using 

16 these synthetic herbicides on our Parks 

17 & Recreation play equipment, forestry 

18 areas, period, that we would just stop 

19 using these products.  

20           And so, it was incredibly 

21 disappointing, especially when we say 

22 that we're looking at things through a 

23 racial equity lens and we know that 

24 environmental racism exists.  It exists 

25 very heavily in the African-American and 
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1 Latino neighborhoods in the City of 

2 Philadelphia and that all we could offer 

3 was a pilot program, which again in my 

4 mind says nothing about a sense of 

5 urgency, a sense of importance in terms 

6 of how we're going to address 

7 environmental racism in our community.  

8 It just really does absolutely nothing.  

9           And to be honest, I'm just 

10 going to say I find the idea of the 

11 pilot program without the appropriate 

12 follow-up or the appropriate end date, 

13 it's a little bit insulting.  It's a 

14 little bit insulting to say that's 

15 reasonable and rational.  It's not 

16 reasonable and it's not rational to 

17 think that it's okay to continue to keep 

18 doing what we've been doing.  And 

19 knowing that the City of Philadelphia is 

20 so large, that's what we have a tendency 

21 to do.  We do what we do because that's 

22 what we've always done and we cannot 

23 continue to do that. 

24           So I'm wondering if you can 

25 respond to that and also respond to the 
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1 fact that over 100 cities throughout the 

2 United States have been 

3 glyphosate-restricted and severely 

4 restricted of the use of other toxic 

5 synthetic pesticides and herbicides.  

6 Cities from 15 states with a pesticide 

7 preemption clause have taken these steps 

8 to protect their residents, so I'm 

9 wondering if you could appropriately 

10 address those questions?  

11           MR. WITMER:  Councilwoman  

12 Bass, this is Tom Witmer.  I'll 

13 initially respond to those things.  In 

14 turn, I think the first thing that you 

15 mentioned was the playground equipment. 

16 We wanted to create what we thought 

17 would be a reasonable buffer to not use 

18 the products at all.  We understand the 

19 concern and just to simplify it to not 

20 use any synthetic pesticides at all 

21 within a certain distance of that 

22 playground equipment, we came up with 

23 that amount. 

24           Now, that certainly is 

25 negotiable.  We can talk about what is 
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1 reasonable and we can be agreed upon 

2 between Parks and City Council, but that 

3 was a step that we thought we can take, 

4 and we can talk further about how that 

5 gets implemented and what those 

6 distances are.  

7           The signage is a step we 

8 thought would really help anyone who is 

9 on the site where any application is 

10 occurring to know, to know right away 

11 and if they chose not to go on that 

12 site, they can do so.  If they had 

13 questions about the site, they know 

14 where to ask and call.  And that is 

15 certainly a step that goes well beyond 

16 what's required in the law and that is a 

17 step that requires extra time and 

18 effort, but we're willing to do that 

19 just to have people be more informed and 

20 be able to make choices about how they 

21 use the site. 

22           The pilot program we thought 

23 was very important because there's a lot 

24 of -- we're not aware at this point of 

25 organic products and practices that 
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1 could meet the needs of -- we have a 

2 tremendously diverse set of invasive 

3 plants that we're trying to --

4           (Background Interruption.)

5           MR. WITMER:  Beg your pardon?  

6 Hello?  I didn't know if someone was 

7 talking to me there.  So anyway, the 

8 pilot program was a way of really 

9 looking at what's out there, what are 

10 the products out there, what are the 

11 methods that are out there that might be 

12 used by the park and to get a kind of 

13 firm sense for how they'll work for us 

14 in the City of Philadelphia in the 

15 system that we have.  And we would like 

16 to try that.  

17           And we think that we can't 

18 reasonably make a drop-dead date for 

19 when we're going to stop using 

20 herbicides until we have a sense of how 

21 that goes.  What are those products, are 

22 those products safe for applicators, 

23 there's a lot of questions we don't 

24 know.  So just to say right away now 

25 that we're going to stop using these 
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1 products by a certain date is just, we 

2 felt, irresponsible.  

3           And I have to say I really 

4 take an exception to the claim about 

5 racial disparity in use of herbicides.  

6 I think that stings a little bit, I will 

7 say.  I think 20 years ago we really 

8 began focusing a lot more, particularly 

9 in the park forest and natural areas, we 

10 were very intentional about selecting 

11 sites and parks that really didn't have 

12 the kinds of commitments and funding and 

13 support in the past, and those ended up 

14 being in low-income neighborhoods.  And 

15 so, we have put a lot of effort into 

16 those parks.  And certainly, part of 

17 that effort in restoring forests is 

18 using herbicides.  If we didn't want to 

19 work in those areas, we would not be 

20 committing to the use of herbicides or 

21 anything else if we didn't want to work 

22 in those areas and restore them, so 

23 that's to try to support those 

24 neighborhoods.  

25           We use herbicides as a tool.  
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1 It's one of the many tools in the 

2 toolbox that we use.  As Kathryn said, 

3 mechanical means, chemical means, we 

4 don't always use them.  It really 

5 depends on the situation, the 

6 conditions.  And I will say also that 

7 when we do use them, it's not an 

8 indiscriminate use.  We carefully think 

9 about where and how and which 

10 herbicides, it depends on the season, 

11 the plant type and everything else.  So 

12 this is -- I should say it's a 

13 calculated use of a tool.  I'll stop 

14 there.  I know we have a lot of 

15 testimony today.

16           COMMISSIONER OTT LOVELL:  

17 Councilwoman, this is Kathryn again.  I 

18 wanted to just touch on your last point 

19 around other cities that you mentioned. 

20 So we did -- Tom did some research and 

21 our team did some research and we do not 

22 know of other cities of our scale and 

23 size who have a complete restriction and 

24 ban on herbicides.  And I reached out to 

25 several of my colleagues who run large 
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1 urban park districts like us and what I 

2 received back was just a very adamant 

3 shared concern about that, so we did 

4 reach out to other cities' park agencies 

5 comparable to our size and scale.

6           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  We will 

7 get you a list.  We will provide a list 

8 to you, Commissioner, so that you can 

9 have that information available.  

10           And I will recognize 

11 Councilman David who has a question.  

12 But I did just want to say very briefly 

13 to Tom Witmer in reference to the racial 

14 disparities that, you know, I hear what 

15 you say.  But the fact of the matter 

16 is -- and I know you said that this may 

17 sting a little bit in terms of I guess 

18 calling out Parks & Recreation because 

19 there is environmental racism.  We all 

20 know it exists.  

21           And because we're requiring 

22 Parks & Rec to do something different in 

23 areas that are primarily Black and 

24 Brown, and the idea that somehow as a 

25 professional any one of us is offended 
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1 rather than saying, okay, what can we 

2 do, what can we do to add to the call of 

3 action, what can we do to fix the 

4 situation, not a personal offense 

5 because I've done everything I can, 

6 well, maybe in your mind you have.  But 

7 what this hearing is all about, what 

8 this bill is all about, what we're 

9 talking about is the idea that we can do 

10 more.  We all believe that we can do 

11 more, that we should be doing more and 

12 that whatever we can, whatever we can 

13 put on the table, let's put all of our 

14 cards on the table and see what we come 

15 up with.  That's the idea behind this 

16 bill.  

17           We were hoping that Parks & 

18 Recreation would offer, that they would 

19 offer some solution, some ideas, a date 

20 certain in which they would actually 

21 determine, okay, we figure within the 

22 next five years we can be toxic-free, we 

23 can stop using synthetic herbicides in 

24 our park system, and we got nothing.  We 

25 got absolutely nothing.  So I just 
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1 really wanted to state that for the 

2 record. 

3           Councilman David Oh, I know 

4 you have a question.

5           COUNCILMAN OH:  Yes.  Thank 

6 you very much, Chairwoman. 

7           So I guess I'll start with 

8 this because I just happen to know this 

9 as Chair of Global Opportunities and 

10 Creative Innovative Economy, that South 

11 Korea introduced a complete ban on 

12 highly toxic pesticides in November 2012 

13 and they have banned toxic pesticides, 

14 57 of them beginning in 1983 up until 

15 2013.  So I will just say that I am 

16 familiar with large cities and even 

17 highly developed nations that have 

18 banned toxic pesticides and have done so 

19 very successfully, even being recognized 

20 by the World Health Organization for 

21 their success. 

22           And so, that will just lead me 

23 into my question.  Basically, do you 

24 have a multi-year contract to purchase 

25 your current herbicides and pesticides?  
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1 In other words, do you do like a five-

2 year contract or ten-year contract?  Do 

3 you just buy them as-needed annually?  

4 What is the practice of purchasing these 

5 herbicides?  

6           MR. WITMER:  Yes, there is a 

7 regular contract that can be used to 

8 purchase herbicides, so that's used by 

9 City staff but probably more than sort 

10 of thinking about your question a couple 

11 of different ways, probably more of the 

12 applications are occurring through 

13 contractors so we're not purchasing 

14 herbicides, per se.  We're purchasing 

15 the service.

16           COUNCILMAN OH:  So you do not 

17 purchase the herbicides.  You don't 

18 store them -- 

19           MR. WITMER:  We do purchase 

20 some.

21           COUNCILMAN OH:  But a lot of 

22 it you're saying is when you hire a 

23 contractor, they use the herbicides that 

24 is in question at this time; is that 

25 correct?  
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1           MR. WITMER:  That's correct.  

2 They use the herbicide appropriate for 

3 the task they're going to do.

4           COUNCILMAN OH:  The pilot 

5 program would, if I have heard this 

6 correctly, end with a report to City 

7 Council to this Committee in 2023; is 

8 that correct?  

9           MR. WITMER:  Correct.

10           COUNCILMAN OH:  So that would 

11 be the end of the Mayor's term.  I think 

12 we will probably be in a re-election 

13 cycle at that point in time, so I'm kind 

14 of concerned that the pilot program does 

15 not take responsibility right now.  It 

16 would be up to a new Council and a new 

17 Mayor to enact any of the 

18 recommendations.

19           MR. WITMER:  The Parks 

20 committed to doing the program and we 

21 don't feel like we get any reasonable 

22 results until a couple of growing 

23 seasons occur.

24           COUNCILMAN OH:  In terms of 

25 budgeting, the budget is presented to 
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1 Council from the Administration and 

2 that's a matter of priority of what the 

3 Administration believes is important to 

4 fund.  And while there is disagreement 

5 on this, I will say that I personally 

6 did not feel that we were told the 

7 amounts of money that were available in 

8 this budget and I personally believe 

9 after looking at the budget and studying 

10 it and doing this for several years, 

11 budget analysis, that there's a 

12 significant amount of money in the 

13 budget. 

14           If it is a matter of funding 

15 and there is not funding available for 

16 you to do this, it appears that Council 

17 will have to pass legislation to 

18 basically force the hand of the City to 

19 address this issue.  That's not a fair 

20 question to you so I'm not going to have 

21 you respond because that's not fair to 

22 you.

23           I will say unless I hear 

24 something different, I'm in complete 

25 support of the sponsor's bill.  And I'm 
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1 not sure that I understand or agree with 

2 the reasoning for the delays, the pilot 

3 program's length, the fact that all of 

4 us will be at the end of our terms by 

5 the time the report is issued.  

6           Madam Chair, I have no other 

7 questions.

8           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you, 

9 Councilman.  

10           I do want to recognize that 

11 Councilwoman Jamie Gauthier is present. 

12           Did the Commissioner or Tom 

13 Witmer want to respond to Councilman Oh?  

14 Did you have a response?  

15           MR. WITMER:  Well, just 

16 regarding the funding question, I think 

17 certainly that's part of the equation 

18 here, isn't it.  If we were to achieve 

19 the same results -- in order to achieve 

20 the same results in terms of maintaining 

21 natural areas and other places, we would 

22 have to be paying a great deal more and 

23 whether we could even find the people to 

24 do all that work even if we could afford 

25 to pay for it, we're already stretched 



Committee on Public Health and Human Services
October 30, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 38

1 in doing what we can do, we're already 

2 beyond what we can maintain.  And so, to 

3 further stretch this and to use products 

4 that are less effective and cost much 

5 more, it's hard to see how that could 

6 work.  

7           If a budget can be changed 

8 that much to allow for it, then maybe 

9 there is room for discussion.  But I 

10 think this is all part of the need to 

11 test what really works, what doesn't, 

12 how much does it cost, how effective it 

13 is, so we felt that that's the most 

14 rational path forward.

15           COMMISSIONER OTT LOVELL:  

16 Councilman, if I could also -- this is 

17 Kathryn, if I could also address it.  

18 Another reason for coming up with the 

19 timeline that we did to execute -- plan, 

20 design and execute the pilot program was 

21 the contracts for our turf contractor 

22 and our landscape contractor and not 

23 meet our inability to change those 

24 contractors at this time.

25           The turf contractor has two 
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1 years left I believe on their contract 

2 and I believe the landscape contractor 

3 has three years left on their contract. 

4 So we want to do the pilot program 

5 inhouse.  And then if that program is 

6 successful, then work it into the new 

7 contracts as a new way of managing our 

8 natural lands when those contracts 

9 expire.  

10           COUNCILMAN OH:  Can I respond 

11 that, Madam Chairman?  

12           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Certainly.

13           COUNCILMAN OH:  I'm not 

14 arguing with you.  I'm sharing my 

15 perspective since I'm about to vote on 

16 this.  The City has a very large 

17 contract and probably multiple 

18 contractors.  And when the law changes, 

19 they either will have to work in the 

20 fact that if they want to provide the 

21 service, that they will have to meet the 

22 requirements of the law and it affects 

23 the price competitiveness and also the 

24 fact that other entities may also begin 

25 to follow suit and change the culture of 
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1 how those contractors apply the 

2 herbicides, which ones they use.  The 

3 ones that are quick will say, hey 

4 listen, we have nontoxic herbicides and 

5 we're being competitive.  

6           The other thing is the 

7 contract is there, but when the law 

8 changes, the contract adjusts to the 

9 law.  The law does not adjust to the 

10 contract.  So I do understand there are 

11 multi-year contracts, but that was based 

12 on the fact there was not a law that 

13 banned the products that they're using.  

14 They still have a contract and I don't 

15 know if it specifically says that they 

16 have a right to use whichever herbicide 

17 they choose.  Usually, those contracts 

18 are to provide a service.  Then if a ban 

19 occurs, they adjust to that ban.  That's 

20 my understanding of things and I have 

21 been so far unconvinced that I just 

22 won't vote for this bill.  

23           Thank you very much, 

24 Chairwoman.

25           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you, 
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1 Councilman.  Any additional questions 

2 from members of Council?  

3                (No response.)

4           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  No, okay.  

5 Thank you so much for your testimony.  

6           If we can have the Clerk call 

7 the next panel forward.

8           THE CLERK:  Yes.  Kris Soffa,  

9 Thakiyah Yankowy, Dr. Amy Sinden, Nicole 

10 Fuller, Jamie Feldman, Ryan Dougherty 

11 and Dr. Sara Evans.

12           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  All 

13 right.  Because of the long list of 

14 folks who anxiously are interested in 

15 testifying, we are going to ask that 

16 testimony be held to two minutes, so 

17 you'll hear a little alarm go off and 

18 when the alarm goes off, that means that 

19 your testimony time is up.  So we are 

20 limiting the time to two minutes because 

21 we have an extensive list for this bill.  

22 I'm glad to see that there's so much 

23 interest.  So we're just really trying 

24 to get a sense from everyone in terms of 

25 what their thoughts are on this 
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1 particular bill.

2           So why don't we start with 

3 Kris Soffa from Toxic Free Philly.

4           MS. SOFFA:  Good morning.  

5 Thank you very much, Councilmember Bass, 

6 for introducing this Healthy Outdoor 

7 Public Spaces bill.

8           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.

9           MS. SOFFA:  Thank you for this 

10 opportunity to present to the Council 

11 team this morning.  We have a toxic 

12 herbicide crisis here in Philadelphia, 

13 and this is something unlike all the 

14 other emergencies that you are working 

15 on.  This will be relatively easy to fix 

16 once we set our minds, budgets and 

17 hearts on it. 

18           And it may be -- well, I'm 

19 going to edit because you have to do 

20 this quickly, right.  You know that 

21 Toxic Free Philly is a grassroots 

22 volunteer advocacy support.  We love our 

23 City.  We love our park system.  We're 

24 loyal park supporters.  Several of us 

25 testified to get a bigger budget for 
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1 Parks & Rec at the public hearings, and 

2 we represent a growing coalition of 21 

3 state, local and national organizations 

4 that endorse the bill. 

5           We have a petition -- oh, 

6 look, a paper petition -- of over 2600 

7 signatures supporting the bill, which 

8 you may find on our website.  We have 

9 provided you with a hard copy of a 

10 briefing brook which outlines everything 

11 about the bill.  It's at a glance.  It's 

12 kind of easy to read.  We hope you have 

13 this.  

14           I'm formally submitting the 

15 briefing book for the record, and this 

16 bill to wrap up is all about health and 

17 science, and science has to drive the 

18 policies.  The policies can't change by 

19 themselves.  And we've been told that 

20 these herbicides are safe and now we 

21 know that they aren't safe.  

22           In fact, some of them are very 

23 dangerous and we all have been told that 

24 they're legal.  And you mentioned EPA, 

25 right.  And now we all know from 
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1 experience that just because it's legal 

2 doesn't mean it's safe.  So thank you 

3 for listening to the science.  We have 

4 medical, legal and environmental 

5 restoration experts here to share with 

6 you and we know there are 

7 fiscally-sensitive alternatives.  

8           And the growing organic land 

9 management industry generates 60 billion 

10 with a B dollars a year.  And this can 

11 be a job incubator in line with the 

12 missions and goals of Philadelphia.  And 

13 we also like the idea of mobilizing an 

14 army of supporters which we have, 

15 including many as a park friends group 

16 who are standing by to help this work.  

17 It looks like time's up.  Thank you very 

18 much.  I'll cut it short.  I just want 

19 to ask one question, how can anyone 

20 argue for using our taxpayer dollars to 

21 poison our land, our water and all of us 

22 without our permission or knowledge?  

23 Thank you very much.

24           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

25 very much for that ending statement, 
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1 Kris.  That's very powerful.  Thank you.  

2           Our next speaker, Thakiyah 

3 Yankowy.  

4           MS. SOFFA:  Thakiyah might 

5 have to come up later.  I'm sorry.  

6 We're getting -- 

7           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  

8 Dr. Amy -- 

9           MS. YANKOWY:  Hel -- 

10           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hello.  Is 

11 this Thakiyah? 

12           MS. YANKOWY:  Yes.  Hi.  My 

13 name is Thakiyah Amy Yankowy and I just 

14 want to say thank you so much for being 

15 an advocate for this and doing your best 

16 of teaching and making this happen.  I 

17 am a community person for the 13th Ward 

18 for the Division.  I am a member of 

19 Neighbors Against the Gas Plants.  I'm 

20 also a member of Friends of the Fernhill 

21 Park and I'm a concerned mother of three 

22 and wife.  

23           And, you know, when I hear 

24 things like we're going to spray 50 feet 

25 away from playground equipment with 
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1 common knowledge that anything we put on 

2 the ground or in the air moves with the 

3 wind, then we know clearly it's not 

4 going to stay 50 feet away from anyone.  

5           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  That's 

6 right.

7           MS. YANKOWY:  I'm going to 

8 read the testimony for Malaika Gilpin 

9 who was not able to make it today.  

10 She's the CEO of the One Art Community 

11 Center and the leadership team of 

12 SoilGeneration.  To whom it may concern, 

13 my name is Malaika Gilpin and I am 

14 testifying in support of the Bill 200425 

15 on behalf of the One Art Community and 

16 SoilGeneration. 

17           The One Art Community Center 

18 in West Philadelphia was found in 2001 

19 by Benjamin Dyett Reid with a mission to 

20 inspire people to creatively heal and 

21 express themselves.  SoilGeneration is a 

22 Black- and Brown-led coalition of 

23 gardeners, farmers, individuals and 

24 community-based organizations working to 

25 ensure people of color regain community 



Committee on Public Health and Human Services
October 30, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 47

1 control of land and food to secure 

2 access to resources if necessary, to 

3 determine how the land is used, address 

4 the community health concerns, grow food 

5 and improve the environment. 

6           During this very difficult 

7 time having safe places to walk, play 

8 and be free are so very important.  A 

9 moment to breathe amongst the trees can 

10 do wonders.  The youngest --

11           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Ma'am?  

12           MS. YANKOWY:  Is that it?  

13           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  That's it.  

14 I'm sorry.  Can you wrap up very, very 

15 quickly in the next 10 seconds.

16           MS. YANKOWY:  So I'll read her 

17 last paragraph.  We appreciate that 

18 Parks & Recreation has helped create and 

19 maintain so many beautiful spaces in 

20 Philadelphia and we feel confident that 

21 they want these not to only be beautiful 

22 spaces, but also safe places.  

23           There are many creative ways 

24 to do this, but the first step is to be 

25 willing.  So we want to take time to 
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1 thank you to be willing to be a part of 

2 the community's health and safety.  On 

3 behalf of One Art Community and 

4 SoilGeneration, we are in support of 

5 Toxic Free Philadelphia and the 

6 herbicide ban 200425.  Thank you.

7           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

8 very much.  Thank you for your testimony 

9 and for reading that letter.  And I do 

10 agree that it requires a willingness on 

11 all parties for this to be successful. 

12 And so, again just going back to the 

13 amendments that were offered, having an 

14 amendment that showed an end date solid 

15 would have been the best outcome I think 

16 and showed a true willingness to 

17 eradicate this issue.

18           MS. YANKOWY:  Thank you for 

19 your willingness, Councilwoman Bass.  

20 Thank you.

21           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  

22 Absolutely.  Absolutely.  Our next 

23 speaker, Dr. Amy Sinden.

24           DR. SINDEN:  Can you hear me 

25 now?  
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1           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes.

2           DR. SINDEN:  Thank you.  I was 

3 having a little difficulty.  You can 

4 still hear me now?  

5           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  We can 

6 hear you and we can see you, yes. 

7           DR. SINDEN:  Thank you.  

8 Honorable Chair and members of the 

9 Committee, thank you so much for the 

10 opportunity to speak today.  My name is 

11 Amy Sinden.  I'm a tenured full 

12 Professor at Temple University Beasley 

13 School of Law.  

14           Other witnesses will describe 

15 the important public health benefits 

16 that will come with the proposed Healthy 

17 Outdoor Public Spaces or HOPS ordinance 

18 that has been proposed, which I support 

19 as proposed without amendments.  But I'm 

20 here to explain to you that it's legal.  

21 It's well within Council's power to 

22 adopt it.  As you know, City Council has 

23 broad legislative power under the Home 

24 Rule Charter.  And the proposed HOPS 

25 ordinance falls well within those broad 
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1 powers.  

2           It's an exercise of City 

3 Council's legislative power over 

4 municipal functions, here the 

5 maintenance of City parks and other 

6 outdoor public spaces.  There's nothing 

7 in this proposed ordinance that purports 

8 in any way to regulate or restrict the 

9 activities of private parties and as 

10 such, it does not implicate the 

11 preemption clause of the Pennsylvania 

12 Pesticide Control Act, as some have 

13 apparently worried. 

14           The Pesticide Act provides for 

15 the registration of pesticides sold in 

16 the Commonwealth and the licensing of 

17 private businesses engaged in applying 

18 them.  It has nothing to do with the 

19 subject matter of this ordinance.  It 

20 doesn't overlap with it or involve the 

21 same subject matter as this ordinance.  

22 But there's a second independent reason 

23 why the Pesticide Act doesn't pose a 

24 barrier to this ordinance as well.  Any 

25 reading of the state's Pesticide Act as 
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1 preempting this proposed ordinance would 

2 be unconstitutional under Article 1, 

3 Section 27 of the Pennsylvania 

4 Constitution, also known as the 

5 Environmental Rights Amendment.  

6           That amendment gives the 

7 people of Pennsylvania a right to clean 

8 air, pure water and the preservation of 

9 the natural environment and it imposes a 

10 duty on all agencies of the 

11 Commonwealth, including you, City 

12 Council, and the City of Philadelphia to 

13 conserve and maintain the public natural 

14 resources of the Commonwealth.  So as 

15 such I would say (inaudible).

16           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

17 for your testimony today and we 

18 appreciate you being here.  

19           Our next speaker is Nicole 

20 Fuller.  And after that, Jay Feldman and 

21 Ryan Dougherty.  If you could line up in 

22 that order please.  Nicole Fuller.

23           MS. FULLER:  Yes.  Good 

24 morning, Councilmember Bass.  

25           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good 
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1 morning.

2           MS. FULLER:  I want to extend 

3 my greetings also to the other 

4 Councilmembers and guests that are 

5 present and I'll get right into this 

6 because this could be a little longer 

7 than I anticipated, so I will keep it a 

8 little short.  So I am the Director of 

9 the Philadelphia Area Project on 

10 Occupational Safety and Health, better 

11 known as PhilaPOSH.  It's our mission to 

12 prevent injury, disease, death on the 

13 job through education, technical 

14 assistance, advocacy and political 

15 action. 

16           I'm speaking in support of 

17 Bill No. 200425, the Healthy Outdoor 

18 Public Spaces and to talk about making 

19 safety a priority.  It's extremely 

20 important that we utilize safer 

21 herbicides at all City-owned public 

22 grounds, including but not limited to 

23 parks, trails, recreation centers and 

24 playgrounds.  And I say this because 

25 Philadelphia is a city of parks and 
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1 public spaces.  

2           Fertilizers, pesticides, 

3 herbicides can be safe when handled and 

4 applied correctly.  However, improper 

5 handling and application presents risks 

6 not only to workers, but to those who 

7 live and work near those areas. 

8 Immediate injuries from caustic or 

9 acidic chemicals include irritation, 

10 burns as well as damage to internal 

11 organs.  Over time, though, unsafe 

12 exposure may create long-term illnesses 

13 that are usually not discovered until 

14 much time has passed, which creates a 

15 problem. 

16           American workers use tens of 

17 thousands of chemicals every day.  While 

18 many of these chemicals are suspected of 

19 being harmful, only a small number are 

20 regulated in the workplace.  And someone 

21 mentioned earlier if it is said to be 

22 safe or not safe but legal does not mean 

23 that it is safe.  These chemicals can be 

24 absorbed into the bloodstream through 

25 oral, your skin or breathing them in. 



Committee on Public Health and Human Services
October 30, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 54

1 Because these chemicals are used in 

2 public spaces, they are hazardous to the 

3 community as well as the worker.  

4           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  You want 

5 to wrap up in 10 seconds.

6           MS. FULLER:  Yes, I do.  

7 Transitioning to safer chemicals in the 

8 workplace can also contribute to 

9 creating products that are less 

10 hazardous for workers, the community and 

11 the environment.  This gives the City 

12 the opportunity to brand Philadelphia as 

13 a new green and innovative image.  Thank 

14 you.

15           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

16 very much.  Thank you for your 

17 testimony.  

18           Jay Feldman, Ryan Dougherty 

19 and Dr. Sara Evans in that order.

20           MR. FELDMAN:  Good morning, 

21 Madam Chair.  I'm the Executive Director 

22 of Beyond Pesticides representing our 

23 members in Philadelphia and our network 

24 as well.  I'd like to address some of 

25 the points you've already heard this 



Committee on Public Health and Human Services
October 30, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 55

1 morning from the Parks Department. 

2           Number one, reliance on the 

3 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is 

4 not protective of public health.  This 

5 is an agency that's been dismantled and 

6 underlying statutes have been documented 

7 to be unprotective.  Our written 

8 statement documents the agency's 

9 deficiency and the science on hazard. 

10           Secondly, you're hearing about 

11 the cost of land management of toxic 

12 chemicals are restricted.  You're 

13 hearing about on playable fields, rights 

14 of way in natural areas.  The solution 

15 is not a product replacement approach, 

16 but a systems change in land management.  

17 Number three, this is not a question of 

18 notice of toxic chemical use around 

19 children and in the communities the 

20 question of use.  

21           Number four, organic systems 

22 management is not new.  It builds soil 

23 systems, nurtures the natural cycling of 

24 nutrients and the elimination of 

25 synthetic toxic chemicals with a 
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1 reduction in cost, a reduction in cost 

2 over time.  We stand ready to bring the 

3 technical skills to Philadelphia at no 

4 cost to the City.  Five, you will hear 

5 today from the chemical industry and 

6 chemical landscape industry interests 

7 that have invested financial interest in 

8 selling chemicals.  So of course, they 

9 don't want to see cities like 

10 Philadelphia shipped away from their 

11 products.  

12           Racial inequities, we have 

13 already seen the disproportionate effect 

14 of COVID with higher rates of disease 

15 among people of color in proportion to 

16 their percentage of the population.  To 

17 make matters worse, these pesticides 

18 we're talking about today that are used 

19 in turf management exacerbate the 

20 underlying conditions that increase the 

21 vulnerability to COVID, exacerbating 

22 respiratory and neurological and 

23 immunological illness.  

24           We support the bill and we 

25 appreciate, Madam Chair, your leadership 
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1 on this.  But we're urging the Committee 

2 to amend this legislation by embracing a 

3 comprehensive approach that ensures 

4 those at greatest risk from pesticide 

5 exposure, people of color, that we 

6 eliminate the use of toxic weed killers.  

7 That's important, but we have to take a 

8 more comprehensive approach.  To that 

9 end, we are proposing amendments which 

10 you have in our written statement.  And 

11 these amendments would, one, broaden the 

12 landscape management to include all 

13 pesticides; number two, prohibit 

14 synthetic fertilizers that (inaudible) 

15 organic system; and finally three, 

16 establish a pest management review 

17 committee with authority to issue 

18 waivers only for situations where public 

19 health is at issue or ecological balance 

20 by invasive species.  Thank you again 

21 for your leadership.

22           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And thank 

23 you for your testimony, and we will take 

24 a look at those amendments.  Thank you 

25 very much.
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1           MR. FELDMAN:  Thank you.

2           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  If we 

3 don't get a chance to incorporate and 

4 evaluate them today, then they will be 

5 evaluated before final passage when 

6 there is another opportunity to amend.  

7 Okay.

8           MR. FELDMAN:  Thank you, Madam 

9 Chair.

10           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.  

11 Ryan Dougherty.  

12           MR. DOUGHERTY:  Good morning, 

13 Madam Chair.  Thank you for having us.  

14 My name is Ryan Dougherty and I'm a 

15 community organizer with the Black 

16 Institute and I'm here on behalf of our 

17 President and Founder Ms. Bertha Lewis, 

18 who's actually originally from the great 

19 City of Philadelphia.  So once again 

20 thank you for having us.

21           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.

22           MS. DOUGHERTY:  The Black 

23 Institute, a grassroots think tank 

24 dedicated to serving and advocating for 

25 minorities in New York and across the 
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1 diaspora, supports this bill as 

2 introduced without amendments.  Since 

3 our conception a decade ago, the Black 

4 Institute has been on the forefront of 

5 the fight for environmental justice on 

6 behalf of minority communities.  And 10 

7 years later, environmental justice has 

8 really become the new buzzword in 

9 politics and a pretty popular talking 

10 point for policymakers, particularly in 

11 New York City and Philadelphia.  And 

12 while our elected officials have started 

13 a dialogue about the importance of 

14 preserving our environment and 

15 protecting our community, our 

16 communities of color continue to be left 

17 out of the conversation.  

18           People of color and low-income 

19 neighborhoods irrefutably bear the brunt 

20 of poor environmental policy and suffer 

21 from environmental racism, including the 

22 use of pesticides in public parks.  In 

23 our research, as you cited earlier, into 

24 the distribution of pesticides in New 

25 York City showed that our parks 
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1 department sprayed over 228 gallons of 

2 Roundup which include glyphosate across 

3 public land in 2018 alone.  As you 

4 mentioned earlier, the use of glyphosate 

5 has been directly linked to severe 

6 kidney damage, Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, 

7 lung cancer, pediatric cancers, birth 

8 defects, the list goes on and on.  And 

9 communities of color, particularly young 

10 children that rely on these public 

11 spaces and these parks for their 

12 recreation are disproportionately 

13 affected by the use of these toxic 

14 chemicals and pesticides.  

15           There really needs to be a 

16 sense of urgency in realizing that by 

17 not supporting this bill, our 

18 policymakers and our parks departments 

19 are really putting our children at risk 

20 of being exposed to harmful chemicals 

21 continually.  And it's very clear that 

22 environmental racism is not unique to 

23 New York City and it's alive and well in 

24 Philadelphia as well.  And I've included 

25 a copy of the Black Institute's report 
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1 entitled, Poison Parks, which was 

2 released early this year which provides 

3 evidence and analysis that environmental 

4 racism surrounding the use of pesticides 

5 in public spaces and should be used as a 

6 template for how policymakers need to 

7 approach this issue moving forward.  

8           I urge the Committee to 

9 recognize the research and support the 

10 prohibition of the use of toxic 

11 pesticides in public spaces, protect our 

12 future generation and give our 

13 communities of color a fighting chance.  

14 It is imperative that you pass this bill 

15 and create a toxic-free Philly.  Thank 

16 you.

17           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you, 

18 Ryan.  Thank you for your testimony.  

19           MR. DOUGHERTY:  Thank you.

20           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Dr. Sara 

21 Evans is up next.

22           DR. EVANS:  Hi.  Can you hear 

23 me?  

24           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes, we 

25 can hear you.
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1           DR. EVANS:  Thank you so much 

2 for having me and thank you, 

3 Councilmember Bass, for introducing this 

4 really important bill.  I'm an Assistant 

5 Professor of Environmental Medicine and 

6 Public Health at the Icahn School of 

7 Medicine at Mount Sinai.  I do research 

8 on the effective early life exposures to 

9 toxic chemicals on brain development.  

10 And as a public health professional with 

11 expertise in children's health and the 

12 environment, I along with my colleagues 

13 who include pediatricians, occupational 

14 medicine doctors, industrial hygienists 

15 and research scientists to advocate 

16 against the use of synthetic pesticides 

17 in areas where children play, live and 

18 learn.  So proactively we support the 

19 passage of Bill 200425.

20           I've submitted written 

21 testimony which includes references to 

22 over 48 scientific studies, which have 

23 shown the harms of toxic pesticide 

24 exposure on children.  That's just a 

25 small sampling of those studies, so I 



Committee on Public Health and Human Services
October 30, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 63

1 won't go into those in great detail 

2 right now.  Suffice it to say that we 

3 know that children are exposed to higher 

4 levels of pesticides than adults are due 

5 largely to their normal behavior.  But I 

6 want to point out on the issue of racial 

7 injustice that we know from studies that 

8 the CDC conducts every year that Black 

9 Americans are exposed to higher levels 

10 of pesticides than Caucasians.  So it's 

11 not just that they are living in areas 

12 where greater amounts of pesticides are 

13 applied, those pesticides are actually 

14 getting into their bodies.  So children 

15 as well as people of color are at higher 

16 risk of exposure. 

17           And so, we know that many of 

18 the herbicides that we're talking about 

19 today are associated with negative 

20 outcomes, like cancers, childhood 

21 cancers, neural developmental defects, 

22 reproductive defects.  And so, I just 

23 want to highlight a couple of things 

24 that we haven't talked about yet today, 

25 which include the fact that we're 
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1 looking at the active ingredients in 

2 many of these chemicals but we have 

3 scientific evidence that some of the 

4 inactive ingredients in the synthetic 

5 pesticide formulations are often 

6 considered inert ingredients, also have 

7 toxic effects.  

8           So we know, for example, that 

9 the synergist piperonyl butoxide, it's 

10 associated with increased risk of 

11 respiratory problems and/or 

12 developmental problems in children, so 

13 that's in addition to the glyphosate or 

14 2,4-D and many herbicides.  

15           And we talked a little bit 

16 about the issue of whether or not a 

17 pilot study is needed, and I think that 

18 there are other people on the call that 

19 can speak to this.  But we do know that 

20 municipal bans on cosmetic pesticides 

21 and herbicides have been effective in 

22 many places throughout the country and 

23 throughout the world.  

24           A municipal ban on herbicides 

25 in Ontario resulted in an 80 percent 
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1 reduction in levels of the three most 

2 common pesticides in urban streams.  And 

3 the U.S. EPA ban on residential uses of 

4 chlorpyrifos, a neurotoxic 

5 organophosphate insecticide, resulted in 

6 a ten-fold reduction in maternal and 

7 umbilical blood levels in New York City 

8 residents, so just to highlight the 

9 impact on public health that such a ban 

10 as you are proposing can have and I'll 

11 leave it at that.  But suffice it to 

12 say, the environmental pediatric 

13 community supports the implementation of 

14 this bill as it is without amendment.

15           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Well, 

16 thank you so much, Dr. Evans.  And I do 

17 want to point out, because I know a 

18 couple of people had mentioned to 

19 support the bill without amendment, 

20 there are some amendments that have to 

21 be done, technical amendments that 

22 really just make the bill read properly.  

23 So there are some technical amendments 

24 that needed to be added to make some 

25 minor corrections to the bill, so I just 
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1 wanted to point that out.  But thank you 

2 again, Dr. Evans.  

3           If we can have the Clerk call 

4 the third panel.

5           THE CLERK:  Dr. Charles 

6 Benbrook from Hygeia Analytics and the 

7 Heartland Study; Dr. Linda Stern from 

8 Philadelphia Veterans Affairs Medical 

9 Center; Jon Gaeta from RISE; Zack Zaki 

10 from FMC Corporation; Julie Snell from 

11 Penn Landscape Inc.; Chip Osborne, 

12 President of Osborne Organics; Mark 

13 Liebaert, County Board Chairman from  

14 Douglas County Wisconsin; Dr. Andrew 

15 Smith, Chief Operating Officer and Chief 

16 Scientist at Rodale Institute and Sara 

17 Francis of Toxic Free Philly.

18           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  

19 Thank you very much, Madam Clerk.  

20           And if we can start with 

21 Dr. Charles Benbrook and --

22           DR. BENBROOK:  Hello.  This -- 

23           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I'm sorry?  

24 Is this Dr. Charles --

25           DR. BENBROOK:  I'm --
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1           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hi.  How 

2 are you.  Dr. Benbrook?  

3           DR. BENBROOK:  Yes.  Do you 

4 hear me now?  

5           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I hear you 

6 now.  If you can state your name for the 

7 record and proceed with your testimony.

8           DR. BENBROOK:  Sure.  

9 Dr. Charles Benbrook.  I'm honored to 

10 have a chance to share some thoughts 

11 with you.  I draw in my comments on the 

12 experience I've had over the last four 

13 years serving as an expert witness in 

14 the litigation involving exposures to 

15 Roundup herbicides and Non-Hodgkin's 

16 lymphoma.  

17           As many of you may have read, 

18 Bayer has recently entered into an 

19 approximately $10 billion settlement of 

20 approximately 75,000 cases of 

21 Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma that allegedly 

22 had been triggered or made worse by use 

23 of an exposure to Roundup which is 

24 widely regarded as one of the least 

25 toxic herbicides on the market. 
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1           As a public body, you have to 

2 take into account the economic 

3 implications and cost of what you do.  

4 And from my experience studying 

5 alternative ways to control pests and 

6 weeds over a long career, I can say 

7 without hesitation that farmers and 

8 cities and jurisdictions that put the 

9 time and effort into learning how to use 

10 largely nonchemical methods become 

11 effective and bring about acceptable 

12 levels of control at no higher and often 

13 over time lower costs.  And this is I 

14 think something you need to take into 

15 account, because overall the cost of 

16 chemical-based control is going up for 

17 farmers, jurisdictions and homeowners.  

18 But the cost of mostly nonchemical 

19 methods are going down.  

20           And really the choice that the 

21 City of Philadelphia faces is do you 

22 want to expand a significant share of 

23 your Parks & Rec budget on pesticides 

24 and their application and their handling 

25 and training and safety and Workers' 
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1 Compensation and the other direct and 

2 indirect costs that are associated with 

3 largely chemical-based pest management 

4 systems or do you want to invest in 

5 people, more labor-intensive methods, 

6 nonchemical methods that require skill 

7 and knowledge to work best.  

8           And as that transition 

9 progresses, the City of Philadelphia 

10 will find pest management issues just 

11 fade off of the agenda.  That has 

12 certainly happened up and down the West 

13 Coast, where cities, counties, states 

14 have taken systematic prudent efforts to 

15 shift the reliance from chemicals to 

16 preventive systems.  Just let me 

17 highlight a few of the -- 

18           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Doctor, I 

19 do apologize, but we gave everyone two 

20 minutes.  Your two minutes is up.  I do 

21 apologize.  But if you want to provide 

22 the rest of your testimony in writing, 

23 we would be happy to make sure that 

24 everyone on the Committee received it.  

25 So thank you very much.  
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1           Okay.  If we can have the next 

2 person who is here to testify, Dr. Linda 

3 Stern.

4           DR. STERN:  Yes, I am here.  

5 Can you hear me?  

6           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I can hear 

7 you well.

8           DR. STERN:  Okay.  I'm going 

9 to talk fast, but thank you for giving 

10 me the opportunity today to present.

11           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

12 for being here.

13           DR. STERN:  Yes.  I'm from 

14 Toxic Free Philly, organization of 

15 concerned citizens and we include 

16 medical, legal and environmental 

17 professionals.  I strongly support the 

18 passage of Bill 200425.  Most of my 

19 medical career was at the Philadelphia 

20 Veterans Affairs Medical Center.  

21           I know what herbicides do to 

22 human beings.  Our United States 

23 government recognizes 14 diseases 

24 associated with exposure to Agent 

25 Orange, including several types of 
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1 cancer, neuropathies and Parkinson's 

2 disease.  2,4-D is one of the active 

3 ingredients in Agent Orange.  

4 Philadelphia Parks Department sprays 

5 2,4-D for weed control on our 

6 playgrounds and parks.  I want to 

7 fast-forward now.  That was during the 

8 Vietnam War.  We're in 2020.  We are all 

9 quagmired in this horrible pandemic.  

10 There's a lot we don't know about this 

11 virus.  But what we do know is that 

12 those with weakened immune systems are 

13 most negatively impacted.  

14           So as Philadelphians are 

15 flocking to our parks for one of the few 

16 safe outlets and sanity-producing events 

17 in their lives, they are being exposed 

18 to pesticides that we know -- in fact, I 

19 submitted a monograph of over 100 pages 

20 to detail how these pesticides harm our 

21 immune systems.  How ironic, so where 

22 we're going for relief is the very place 

23 where our immune systems can be weakened 

24 and expose us to really negative health 

25 impacts. 
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1           I want to tell a quick 

2 personal story, which is that last year 

3 I was walking along Forbidden Drive 

4 where I'm a Trail Ambassador.  A truck 

5 pulled over not 20 yards from the creek, 

6 where 350,000 Philadelphians get their 

7 drinking water.  When workers got up to 

8 spray, I asked them what they were 

9 spraying.  They told me glyphosate.  

10           They wore no mask, wore no 

11 gloves and no protective gear.  There 

12 were no signs to warn walkers, joggers, 

13 those pushing strollers that this 

14 chemical was applied.  These unsafe 

15 practices need to be prohibited.  Thank 

16 you for your attention.

17           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Well, 

18 Dr. Stern, I want to thank you for that 

19 story.  I also am a trail walker along 

20 Forbidden Drive in the morning sometimes 

21 and am horrified at the idea that they 

22 were spraying so close to where we 

23 receive our drinking water from and also 

24 the amount of wildlife that is along 

25 Forbidden Drive and in the water, so 
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1 very troubling there.  But thank you so 

2 much for your testimony.

3           DR. STERN:  Thank you.

4           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Mr. Jon 

5 Gaeta from RISE is next to testify.  Jon 

6 Gaeta or Zack Zaki.

7           MR. GAETA:  Hello.

8           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hello.

9           MR. GAETA:  Can you hear me? 

10           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes.  Is 

11 this Jon or Zack?  

12           MR. GAETA:  Yes, this is Jon 

13 Gaeta.

14           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hi, Jon. 

15 Please state your name for the record 

16 and begin your testimony.

17           MR. GAETA:  Thank you.  My 

18 name is Jon Gaeta, Director of State 

19 Affairs for RISE, Responsible Industry 

20 for a Sound Environment.  RISE is 

21 national trade association representing 

22 manufacturers, formulators, distributors 

23 and other industry leaders involved with 

24 specialty pesticides and fertilizers.  

25 We promote the safe and responsible use 
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1 of pesticides to control pests and 

2 invasive species that are detrimental to 

3 our health and environment.

4           I understand that we only have 

5 two minutes so I would please encourage 

6 you to refer to my written testimony as 

7 well as the supplemental report that I 

8 have provided.  RISE opposes to 200425 

9 for a multitude of reasons, mostly 

10 because this legislation abandons the 

11 practice of integrated pest management 

12 or IPM.  When licensed applicators 

13 follow IPM protocol, they are 

14 responsibly keeping green spaces safe 

15 with a multitude of methods, which 

16 include mechanical methods and proper 

17 observation.  

18           IPM also allows for judicious 

19 use of pesticides when they are 

20 necessary to control invasive species. 

21 This legislation imposes organic pest 

22 management on the City and its 

23 contractors, which relies on eight 

24 different techniques to maintain public 

25 spaces.  Organic pest management does 
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1 not allow for the use of pesticides, 

2 which will ultimately require the City 

3 to have to hire more employees, spend 

4 more money on organic alternative and 

5 come with higher price tags and produce 

6 less than stellar results.  

7           Please I encourage you to 

8 refer to a report that was done, a pilot 

9 document in Ventura, California.  I 

10 provided that documentation.  In that 

11 report, you will find a pilot program 

12 where they looked at 300 acres that was 

13 treated with glyphosate.  The county 

14 spent $70,000 dollars on that area.  

15 They also did a study in which they 

16 determined that it would cost them $2.5 

17 million to treat that very same area 

18 with organic pest management protocols.  

19           I understand there is a lot of 

20 data on both sides of the aisle today, 

21 but I strongly encourage you to read 

22 that report and understand that what 

23 this bill does comes with a very high 

24 price tag.  Thank you for your time and 

25 thank you for the opportunity to 
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1 testify.

2           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I thank 

3 you for your testimony and we will read 

4 your report.  Thank you very much.  I 

5 have heard the argument around the 

6 increased cost of the City of 

7 Philadelphia.  But I think when it comes 

8 to health, nothing is more precious.  

9 And so, I don't think we can equally 

10 make the comparison between someone's 

11 health, the possibility of them 

12 contracting let's say cancer or should 

13 we save a couple of bucks and go to a 

14 different land management system -- or 

15 go with the same land management system, 

16 I mean.  So I just don't think that the 

17 argument can be made adequately.  So 

18 thank you very much for your testimony. 

19           The next testifier we have on 

20 the list is Zack Zaki.  And after that 

21 is Julie Snell and then Chip Osborne, if 

22 we can line up in that order system.  Is 

23 Zack available?  

24           THE CLERK:  Hi, Zack.  Just 

25 press star 6.
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1           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Is Zack 

2 available?  Zack?  Okay.  We're going 

3 to --  

4           MR. ZAKI:  Hi.  Can you hear 

5 me?  

6           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  We can 

7 hear you now.  We can hear you now.  

8 Please state your name for the record 

9 and begin your testimony.

10           MR. ZAKI:  Yes.  Good morning, 

11 Chairwoman Bass and members of the 

12 Committee.  My name is Zack Zaki and I'm 

13 the Director of Global Specialty 

14 Solutions at FMC Corporation.  Along 

15 with my wife and 4-year-old son, we have 

16 called Philadelphia home for seven years 

17 and frequently take advantage of the 

18 numerous City parks and other green 

19 spaces in Philadelphia.  Thank you for 

20 the opportunity to testify today in 

21 opposition to the City of Philadelphia 

22 proposed Ordinance 200425.  

23           FMC's proud to call 

24 Philadelphia home to our global 

25 headquarters.  We employ 
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1 approximately --

2                (Background 

3 Interruption.)

4           MR. ZAKI:  -- in Philadelphia.  

5 Additionally, our global region urban 

6 center is headquartered just a few miles 

7 south in Newark, Delaware.  Our 

8 employees commute in both directions, so 

9 we employ over 1,200 people in the 

10 region and approximately 6,400 across 

11 the globe.  Today society is facing 

12 monumental challenges.  

13           At FMC, we recognize that we 

14 are part of an essential community 

15 committed to supporting farmers, 

16 consumers, homeowners and community in 

17 the critical role of providing food to 

18 help nourish people and green spaces 

19 essential to healthy city and urban 

20 living.  The Environmental Protection 

21 Agency and U.S. Department of 

22 Agriculture and the Food and Drug 

23 Administration work with state 

24 regulatory bodies to help safe 

25 (inaudible) and the environment and the 
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1 health of American people.  

2           There is significant and broad 

3 review, approval and oversight of the 

4 use of pesticides in the U.S.  The 

5 Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and 

6 Rodenticide Act provides the federal 

7 regulation of pesticide distribution 

8 sale and use.  In addition, after 

9 approval by EPA, we have to get state 

10 approval as well, where approval of the 

11 Pennsylvania Department of Agricultural 

12 has to be obtained before we use the 

13 product anywhere in the Commonwealth.  

14           Under established state law 

15 and statute, the Pennsylvania Department 

16 of Agriculture regulates the use of 

17 pesticides.  The Bureau of Plant 

18 Industries is responsible for 

19 establishing the local and safe use of 

20 those approved pesticides in the 

21 Commonwealth. 

22           We work closely with the state 

23 to support safe, responsible use of 

24 pesticides.  We have confidence in the 

25 career scientists and subject matter 



Committee on Public Health and Human Services
October 30, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 80

1 experts leading the process.  The state 

2 encourages and we support an integrated 

3 approach to pest and landscape 

4 management.  The --

5           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Can we get 

6 you to wrap up in the next 10 seconds, 

7 sir.

8           MR. ZAKI:  Yes, I can.  As a 

9 member of this community, I can 

10 confidently say that FMC's committed 

11 enriching the communities where we work 

12 and live.  I continue to implore you to 

13 take this information into consideration 

14 and thank you for the opportunity to 

15 testify here today.

16           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

17 for your testimony.  

18           And if we can have Julie 

19 Snell, Chip Osborne and then Mark 

20 Liebaert line up in that order, please.

21           MS. SNELL:  Hello.

22           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hello.  

23 Please state your name for the record 

24 and then begin your testimony.

25           MS. SNELL:  Thank you.  I'm 
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1 Julie Snell.  I'm a Landscape Architect 

2 Principal at TEND landscape Inc., also 

3 an owner of Redbud Native Plant Nursery.  

4 I'm a Certified Arborist.  I'm an 

5 instructor at Temple University and I 

6 serve on the Board of Trustees for 

7 Ecological Landscape Alliance.  I've 

8 also worked at PHS, the Pennsylvania 

9 Horticulture Society for 14 years where 

10 we helped to establish organic practices 

11 for PHS-managed projects. 

12           I'm here today in support of 

13 this mandate and that's because it will 

14 drive positive change for land 

15 management in Philadelphia.  This action 

16 is critical for the health of public 

17 landscapes and citizens as well as 

18 further establishing Philadelphia as an 

19 environmental leader, in keeping with 

20 the established visionary stormwater 

21 management policy, Green City Clean 

22 Waters and on par with the Office of 

23 Sustainability Greenworks Plan.  

24           I understand implementing this 

25 bill will be a big lift, but this 
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1 mandate is necessary to create an 

2 alternative to the current reliance on 

3 chemical weed control.  The City's 

4 Greenwork's Plan has already set the bar 

5 and created a vision for a sustainable 

6 Philadelphia.  This bill will bring 

7 Greenwork's Plan to the goals of the 

8 Philadelphia Parks & Recreation 

9 Department.  

10           Healthy and resilient 

11 landscapes begin with the soil.  Healthy 

12 soil is alive with microbiology that 

13 performs vital functions in cycling 

14 nutrients, sequestering carbon and 

15 stormwater infiltration, all things 

16 critical to resilient 21st-century urban 

17 park system.  The use of pesticides 

18 impacts soil health by diminishing the 

19 diversity and abundance of beneficial 

20 soil bacteria and fungi, increases 

21 pathogens and compromises the growth and 

22 reproduction of soil organisms, thus 

23 undermining the basis of health for 

24 landscapes.  

25           Roundup or glyphosate is often 
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1 go-to solutions in both public and 

2 residential settings.  No one's 

3 questioning the effectiveness of this 

4 product.  It is very effective at 

5 killing weeds and it's economical. 

6 That's not in dispute.  What is in 

7 question -- 

8           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I'm sorry. 

9 Can we have you wrap up in 10 seconds. 

10 Thank you.

11           MS. SNELL:  If you don't know 

12 the negative impacts, the question 

13 becomes what do we value.  I support the 

14 passage of the bill and I support 

15 sustainable approach to landscape 

16 management in Philadelphia's public 

17 land.  Thank you.

18           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

19 very much for your testimony.  We 

20 greatly appreciate it.  

21           And next up we have Chip 

22 Osborne, Mark Liebaert, Dr. Andrew Smith 

23 and then Sara Francis and that will 

24 conclude this panel.  In that order, is 

25 Chip Osborne available?  
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1           MR. OSBORNE:  Yes, I am.  Good 

2 morning.

3           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Please 

4 state your name for the record and 

5 proceed.

6           MR. OSBORNE:  Madam Chair and 

7 members of the Committee on Health and 

8 Human Services, my name is Chip Osborne.  

9 I'm the President of Osborne Organics.  

10 Thank you for the opportunity to address 

11 you regarding Bill 200425.  I strongly 

12 support passage of this bill. 

13           I am a professional 

14 horticulturalist with 48 years 

15 experience in the green industry.  I 

16 have been involved in the organic 

17 industry for the past 23 years.  I am 

18 conventionally trained and spent 25 

19 years as a chemical applicator in 

20 nursery, greenhouse and horticultural 

21 production.  23 years ago, I shifted my 

22 focus from chemical-intensive management 

23 to natural organic strategies.  

24           At that time, I expanded my 

25 area of expertise to include turf and 



Committee on Public Health and Human Services
October 30, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 85

1 landscape management.  I am a 20-year 

2 elected member and Chairman of the town 

3 of Marblehead, Massachusetts' Recreation 

4 and Park Commission.  I'm a hands-on 

5 consultant that works with and teaches 

6 school districts, municipalities, 

7 corporate campuses, universities and the 

8 federal government in developing organic 

9 transitional programs for turf and the 

10 landscape.  

11           We've been taught to 

12 repeatedly treat symptoms as opposed to 

13 focusing on solving a problem.  An 

14 insect, weed or disease is a symptom of 

15 an underlying problem.  If we learn to 

16 manage the landscape and solve those 

17 underlying problems, the need for 

18 chemical treatment disappears.  A 

19 chemical-free approach does not focus on 

20 a product swap.  Rather than reach for a 

21 bag, box or bottle, we've learned to 

22 manage a horticulture environment as a 

23 system.  And that system includes what 

24 we can see aboveground, but most 

25 importantly the microbial life below 
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1 ground.  

2           Once we learned to manage 

3 everything together, we experienced 

4 success.  Often we can switch to organic 

5 program and be cost-neutral to what is 

6 currently being spent.  Cost reduce over 

7 time.  Over and over and over, we have 

8 shown cost-reductions and quality 

9 increases in landscape management.  Once 

10 an organic system is established and is 

11 functioning at a level that meets 

12 communicated expectations, the need for 

13 product input declines and we experience 

14 cost-savings.  Thank you for the 

15 opportunity to address the Committee 

16 this morning.

17           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

18 so much for your testimony.  And I do 

19 want to specifically point out that you 

20 said that you went organic 25 years ago.  

21 When we put the time in, when we put the 

22 effort in, it is obviously very possible 

23 that we can make a change in terms of 

24 what we're putting on the ground, what 

25 we're putting in our neighborhoods and 
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1 in our communities and the effects that 

2 they can have.  So I just wanted to 

3 reiterate that it obviously can very 

4 much be done.  Thank you, Mr. Osborne.

5           If we can have Mark Liebaert 

6 and Dr. Andrew Smith and then Sara 

7 Francis in that order.  Is Mark 

8 available?  

9           THE CLERK:  Hi, Mark.  If 

10 you're in the call, press --

11           MR. LIEBAERT:  Hello.

12           THE CLERK:  Oh, there he is.  

13           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Mark?  

14 Mark Liebaert?  

15           MR. LIEBAERT:  Mark Liebaert.  

16           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Liebaert.  

17 I apologize.  Please state your name and 

18 begin your testimony.  

19           MR. LIEBAERT:  At this time 

20 right now?  

21           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes, right 

22 now.  

23           MR. LIEBAERT:  Okay.  All 

24 right.  This is Mark Liebaert.  I'm the 

25 Douglas County Board Chairman of 
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1 Wisconsin.  We're currently next to Lake 

2 Superior.  We have almost 300,000 acres 

3 of forest land.  It's the third largest 

4 county forest in the country and we 

5 operate that forest, all our parks.  We 

6 have 11 parks.  We have boat landings in 

7 about another 10 places.  We have city 

8 parks that are also under the same 

9 ordinance and we've had a pesticide, 

10 herbicide-free ordinance for 20 years.

11           I'm here today to testify to 

12 tell you that land managers when 

13 directed to do a pesticide-free, 

14 herbicide-free for the environment can 

15 do it.  We've been successfully doing it 

16 for 20 years.  We have challenges to 

17 that often.  We have forests management.  

18 We plant about 300 acres of plantation a 

19 year.  

20           We do mechanical release of 

21 that plantation rather than herbicides 

22 and we have been a very successful 

23 forest operation as far as 

24 pesticide-free for 20 years.  My 

25 suggestion to you guys -- and the City 
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1 Superior also who has many parts, has 

2 the third largest municipal forest in 

3 the United States, they also are 

4 herbicide, pesticide-free so it can be 

5 done.  Even though people will say it's 

6 hard to do, it's going to be costly, we 

7 have been successful, we don't allow 

8 utilities to use herbicides on our 

9 property when they clear their land.  

10 And we have had no problems with this 

11 ordinance, no legal challenges to this.  

12 We challenge our managers to be creative 

13 and come up with alternatives to the 

14 prevention and weed control without 

15 using herbicides and pesticides.

16           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

17 for your testimony.  And I think it is 

18 important that one thing to underscore 

19 is that you challenge -- that's the 

20 timer, that you challenge your staff, 

21 your land management professionals to 

22 really find solutions and to really work 

23 on behalf of the community in which you 

24 serve and to really focus in on how can 

25 we do it, what can be done and how do we 
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1 fix this and work on it as finding 

2 solutions rather than focusing on what 

3 the problem is, so we really want to 

4 thank you again for being here.

5           MR. LIEBAERT:  Also, I'm also 

6 a farmer and I'm organic, although not 

7 certified, having never used herbicides 

8 on our farm.  It's been 110 years in our 

9 family.  And I always say if farmers can 

10 figure out how to do business 

11 chemical-free, why can't land managers, 

12 why can't foresters figure this out.  

13 And if you challenge most people, they 

14 come up with solutions that will kind of 

15 surprise you and I tell them why don't 

16 you be an innovator in trying to manage 

17 without herbicides, and I think it can 

18 be done for you guys too.  If you have 

19 any questions, I will answer how it 

20 operates because it is kind of unique.  

21 We are even a unique county in the state 

22 of Wisconsin to have this ordinance.  

23           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Well, 

24 thank you very much for your testimony.  

25 And I'm sure we'll be circling back to 
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1 talk to you in the future, so thank you 

2 so much for being here.  

3           Next, we have Dr. Andrew Smith 

4 and Sara Francis, and that's going to be 

5 the end of this particular panel.  If 

6 any of our colleagues and Council have 

7 any questions, if you want to tee up now 

8 for questions for this panel.  

9           Again, Dr. Andrew Smith and 

10 Sara Francis in that order.

11           DR. SMITH:  Hi.  This is 

12 Dr. Andrew Smith -- 

13           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hi, 

14 Doctor.  How are you?  

15           DR. SMITH:  -- Chief Operating 

16 Officer and Chief Scientist at Rodale 

17 Institute.  I thank you for the 

18 opportunity to testify in support of 

19 this bill today.  The Rodale Institute 

20 was founded in 1942 by J.I. Rodale when 

21 he said, Healthy soil equals healthy 

22 food equals healthy people.  And we use 

23 that term organic to mean chemical-free 

24 agriculture because J.I. Rodale started 

25 the Organic Gardening and Farming 
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1 magazine in 1947 and popularized that 

2 term.  

3           So we've been doing research 

4 at the Rodale Institute which is in 

5 Kutztown, Pennsylvania for over 70 years 

6 on nonchemical strategies for 

7 agricultural production.  Our research 

8 has shown that we can produce food 

9 without chemicals at the same levels as 

10 conventional standard chemical-intensive 

11 practices.  A lot of our researches 

12 focus on nonchemical weed management 

13 because a lot of farmers tell us that 

14 that's the biggest difficulty they have 

15 in transitioning to organic.  We 

16 recognize that it's not easy.  If it was 

17 really easy, then all the farmers, all 

18 the food we eat would be certified 

19 organic, but we are seeing a trend of 

20 farmers adapting organic very rapidly 

21 around the country.

22           My research at Rodale really 

23 started because we wanted to link soil 

24 health and the way farming was practiced 

25 to human health because we've seen 
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1 there's a tremendous rise in chronic 

2 diseases and we've noticed a decline in 

3 the nutritional concentration of the 

4 nutrients in our food and we wondered if 

5 there was a link between that and the 

6 way we farmed in the fertility of our 

7 soil.  

8           And where it really led us to 

9 understand that this really is a human 

10 health crisis we're in right now and we 

11 probably should consider the cost of 

12 spraying chemicals.  It's estimated that 

13 we'll spend $95 trillion on chronic 

14 diseases over a 15-year period just in 

15 the United States alone.  To put that in 

16 perspective, that's over 91 percent of 

17 the total federal tax budget.  And it 

18 disproportionately affects urban 

19 populations.

20           Just to finish my testimony, 

21 after 70 or more years of research as 

22 well as managing farmland, my wife and I 

23 also manage 140 acres organically in 

24 Montgomery County not too far from the 

25 City.  It is possible to do it.  That's 
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1 really just the basis of my testimony, 

2 so thank you.

3           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

4 so much for your testimony.  And it's 

5 encouraging to hear so many folks who 

6 are actually doing responsible land 

7 management and making sure they're 

8 pesticide-free or herbicide-free so we 

9 know it can be done, so thank you so 

10 much for your testimony.

11           DR. SMITH:  Thank you.

12           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Sara 

13 Francis.

14           MS. FRANCIS:  Hi.  Good 

15 morning.  Honorable Chair and members of 

16 the Committee, thank you so much.  My 

17 name is Sara Francis.  I'm a resident of 

18 Mount Airy.  I'm a founding member of 

19 Toxic Free Philly and a consultant for 

20 American Forest in the U.S. Forest 

21 Service.  

22           I want to talk about how these 

23 chemicals do not stay put.  In the 

24 Philadelphia drinking water alone, which 

25 our population drinks all day every day, 
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1 we have residues of two toxic 

2 herbicides, 2,4-D and atrazine.  As a 

3 result of the right-to-know request 

4 submitted to the City earlier this 

5 season, we know that the Philadelphia 

6 Water Department does not keep records 

7 of what pesticides are sprayed where, by 

8 their contractors. 

9           As a result of another 

10 right-to-know request, we discovered 

11 that Philadelphia Parks & Recreation 

12 alone uses 18 different toxic herbicides 

13 on public grounds, even though again 

14 because of lack of reporting and record 

15 keeping, we do not know the amounts or 

16 locations where they're applied.  We 

17 included a list of these chemicals and 

18 the evidence around a myriad health 

19 effects in the briefing brook we have 

20 supplied for you in this graph right 

21 here, and I'm going to provide some 

22 highlights and context to this list.  

23           Eight are known and probable 

24 carcinogens.  Some like Pendulum AquaCap 

25 has not even been tested to see if it is 
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1 a probable carcinogen.  Seven on this 

2 list are toxic to birds and six have 

3 been proven to be toxic to bees and 

4 other beneficial pollinators.  Many of 

5 these chemicals are endocrine 

6 disrupters, meaning they mimic or 

7 inhibit the body's hormones.  All of 

8 these chemicals, including the chemicals 

9 they become when they break down, 

10 persist in our environment.  They drift 

11 in the air where they're sprayed and 

12 tracked inside homes by pets or 

13 children. 

14           This brief summation is just 

15 the tip of the iceberg.  Toxic Free 

16 Philly has assembled thousands of pages 

17 of robust evidence with the same 

18 refrain.  Toxic herbicides have done and 

19 will continue to do enormous harm to 

20 people and our environment.  We advocate 

21 for all public grounds to be safe and 

22 healthy, and Toxic Free Philly is not a 

23 lobby.  We do not have a product to 

24 sell.  Thank you for your time and 

25 consideration and your daily hard work 
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1 and devotion.

2           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

3 so much for your testimony.  We 

4 appreciate you being here today and for 

5 being such an advocate and at the front 

6 of this piece of legislation.  Toxic 

7 Free Philly has really been a welcome 

8 resource throughout the development of 

9 this piece of legislation, so thank you. 

10           Are there any members of 

11 Council that would have any questions of 

12 this panel or any of the panels prior to 

13 this one?  

14                (No response.)

15           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  I 

16 don't see anyone asking to be 

17 recognized, so we're going to ask the 

18 Clerk to call the fourth panel.

19           THE CLERK:  Theresa Duncan, 

20 Co-chair of Friends of Fernhill Park; 

21 Ruth Seeley, President Emeritus of 

22 Friends of Vernon Park; Jay Archer from 

23 Green Jay Landscaping; Kay Sykora of 

24 Roxborough Manayunk Conservancy and 

25 Manayunk Development Corporation; Brian 
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1 Hampson and John Burnes from Cobbs Creek 

2 Foundation; Bill Hyndman, Executive 

3 Director of the First Tee of Greater 

4 Philadelphia; Doug Rea, President of 

5 Philadelphia Association of Golf Course 

6 Superintendents; Dan Winterstein, 

7 Commissioner of Mount Airy Baseball; 

8 Joseph Syrnick, President of Schuylkill 

9 River Development Corporation, Alex 

10 Doty, Executive Director of Philadelphia 

11 Parks Alliance and Patricia Wood, 

12 Executive Director of Grassroots and 

13 Environmental Education.

14           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Great.  

15 Thank you.  Okay.  So we're going to tee 

16 up this panel.  And so, this is the last 

17 panel before we go into public comment.  

18 It's quite extensive as you may have 

19 heard, so we're going to ask again that 

20 testimony be limited to two minutes.  

21           So why don't we start with 

22 Theresa Duncan, Ruth Seeley and Jay 

23 Archer in that order.

24           THE CLERK:  And if you've been 

25 called in, to unmute press star 6.
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1           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  

2 Star 6 to unmute.  And that's Theresa 

3 Duncan, Ruth Seeley or Jay Archer.

4           MS. SEELEY:  I'm here.  Ruth 

5 Seeley.  

6           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  

7 Ruth.  Why don't we start with you then.  

8 Please state your name for the record 

9 and then begin your testimony.

10           MS. SEELEY:  Thank you, 

11 Councilwoman Bass.  We have a long 

12 history with Friends of Vernon Park and 

13 we appreciate that.

14           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  It's good 

15 to see you, Ruth.

16           MS. SEELEY:  My name's Ruth 

17 Seeley and I'm President Emeritus of 

18 Friends of Vernon Park.  I've submitted 

19 written testimony so I'll skip to sort 

20 of the central portion of this.  We 

21 believe that Vernon Park, which is 8 

22 acres in central Germantown and very 

23 heavily used during the virus, needs to 

24 be a safe place for everyone.  And we 

25 know that herbicides, glyphosate and 
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1 other synthetic controls are extremely 

2 damaging to the environment. 

3           These chemicals once released 

4 contaminate the air, contaminate the 

5 soil and contaminate the groundwater.  

6 When they reach the soil, they kill 

7 worms and other beneficial nematodes 

8 needed to maintain healthy soil.  When 

9 they reach the air, they kill birds, 

10 bees, butterflies and beneficial 

11 insects, and they have been found to 

12 cause cancer in humans.  

13           We find ourselves in an 

14 unwitting and uncontrolled experiment of 

15 many years when synthetic chemical 

16 herbicides and pesticides have been used 

17 in parks, on school grounds, on private 

18 land and in residential gardens.  The 

19 accumulations of these environmentally 

20 damaging practices are now measurable in 

21 our water. 

22           Last fall for the first time 

23 in 11 years we observed burned grass 

24 along all the fence lines, path edges 

25 and around some trees.  We concluded 
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1 that the damage must have been caused by 

2 a very potent herbicide.  This spring 

3 when the previous burning was still 

4 visible, the edges were all burned again 

5 June 2021.  This spraying was not 

6 needed.  There were no invasives in the 

7 areas that was sprayed.  We photographed 

8 the results and sent them to our 

9 Philadelphia Parks & Recreation liaison.  

10 She forwarded our request and this has 

11 not been done again since.  

12           However, it appeared that 

13 Parks & Rec did not have a policy 

14 regarding the use of herbicides, nor of 

15 consulting parks friends group before 

16 using herbicides or posting warning 

17 signs about spraying.  As an aside, a 

18 contract worker with the local charter 

19 school two blocks from the park was 

20 observed in the fall of 2019 using a 

21 container labeled Roundup and spraying 

22 on school grounds and he was not wearing 

23 any protective gear.

24           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Could    

25 you -- 
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1           MS. SEELEY:  Finally, we are 

2 very supportive of Bill 200425 and 

3 grateful for the opportunity to give 

4 this testimony.

5           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

6 so much, Ruth.  We really appreciate you 

7 being here and for your testimony on 

8 behalf of the Friends of Vernon Park in 

9 Germantown.  Thank you. 

10           If we can have Jay Archer if 

11 he is available or Theresa Duncan.  Is 

12 Theresa here with us yet?  

13           No.  Okay, or Jay Archer?  And 

14 after that we have -- is Jay here?  

15           MR. ARCHER:  Can you hear me?  

16           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes, we 

17 can hear you.  Please state your name 

18 for the --  

19           MR. ARCHER:  I'm --

20           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I'm sorry?

21           MR. ARCHER:  I'm Jay Archer.  

22 I'm from Green Jay Landscaping and I'm a 

23 career landscape contractor and a 

24 pesticide applicator.  I'm also a 

25 landscape ecologist and environmental 
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1 educator, and I wholeheartedly support 

2 this bill, so thank you all.  

3           New York City by the way 

4 banned glyphosate and Roundup in parks, 

5 and we are better off for it and it's 

6 just the beginning.  In the '60s, let me 

7 remind you we were told we couldn't live 

8 without DDT and Corday, PCBs and 

9 persistent carcinogenic pesticides, so 

10 we died and suffered before we banned 

11 them.  And we are enslaved right now by 

12 the toxic pesticides in an economy of 

13 ecological and environmental poverty 

14 that affects us all across the board, 

15 particularly not favorable for a social 

16 justice, if there's any such thing. 

17           Our respiratory health depends 

18 on converting all our precious green 

19 spaces wherever they are to carve a net 

20 positive biologically diverse ecosystems 

21 to conserve and preserve and protect our 

22 precious natural resources.  I didn't 

23 hear anybody say that these herbicides 

24 were safe or they were sustainable or 

25 they were resilient.  They need to be 
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1 done every year for the same expense or 

2 greater, no thought to the human health 

3 component, what that cost is.  So I say 

4 please have faith, encourage and pass 

5 this bill and hope for a better world.  

6 With organics, an ecological landscaping 

7 does work.  It is the future.  It's 

8 being practiced everywhere in the world.  

9 Why don't we do it now here.  So thank 

10 you very much.

11           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Well, 

12 thank you very much for your testimony.  

13 I think that what you said was really 

14 something that needs to be heard by our 

15 Parks & Recreation Department, because 

16 we do have to do this application year 

17 after year after year.  And so, I don't 

18 understand why we cannot open our eyes 

19 and open our thinking to doing something 

20 differently that's going to be safe for 

21 us and safe for the environment and 

22 health-wise.  It's going to be much more 

23 beneficial than what we are doing right 

24 now, so thank you so much for your 

25 testimony.
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1           MR. ARCHER:  Thank you.

2           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  

3 Absolutely.  Next, we have Kay Sykora 

4 and after that Brian Hampson and Bill 

5 Hyndman. 

6           Is Kay available?  Okay.  

7 We're going to move to Brian Hampson and 

8 John Burness or Burnes, I'm sorry.  I 

9 got fancy with it.  Brian Hampson and 

10 John Burnes.

11           MR. HAMPSON:  This is Brian 

12 Hampson.  Can you hear me?  

13           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I can hear 

14 you.  Please state your name for the 

15 record and begin your testimony.

16           MR. HAMPSON:  My name is Brian 

17 Hampson.  I'm here speaking on behalf of 

18 Cobbs Creek in opposition of this bill 

19 today.  I'm a graduate of the 

20 Professional Turf Management School at 

21 Rutgers University and I've worked in 

22 the golf industry for 25 years.  I've 

23 also worked as a licensed pesticide 

24 applicator in Missouri, Arizona and 

25 California. 
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1           As it's written, this bill 

2 would eliminate the use of all 

3 pesticides that are currently being 

4 safely used on golf courses within the 

5 City of Philadelphia.  Pesticide usage 

6 is regulated at the federal and state 

7 level through the EPA and Department of 

8 Environmental Quality or others that 

9 specifically address the licensing, 

10 sale, use and disposal of pesticides.  

11 The Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and 

12 Rodenticide Act known as FIFR in 

13 conjunction with federal pesticide laws 

14 administered by the EPA outline the safe 

15 and effective use of pesticides based on 

16 science.  In addition, every compound 

17 goes through a long and thorough process 

18 for registration that accounts for 

19 toxicity in humans and environmental 

20 impacts.  

21           When used properly in the 

22 context of a robust integrated pest 

23 management program, pesticides are a 

24 valuable tool for land managers, 

25 businesses and homeowners.  Troon, my 
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1 company, believes in a holistic approach 

2 that consists of detailed IPM-management 

3 practices and general agronomic 

4 programming that reduces the use of 

5 pesticides down to the lowest possible 

6 level.

7           Pesticide use rates are on a 

8 downward trend due to better management 

9 techniques, chemistry advancements and 

10 new compounds that facilitate ultra low 

11 volume use rates.  In its current form, 

12 this bill would make it impossible to 

13 provide healthy applying services where 

14 we are able to provide a uniform              

15 weed-free service that allows us to 

16 control fungal and insect pests as well.

17           There are certain pests within 

18 the landscape that requires safe use of 

19 pesticides and that work can be done 

20 without any risk of toxicity to humans 

21 or animals.  Responsible use of 

22 pesticides is critical to managing 

23 quality turfgrass and landscape 

24 environments -- I'll wrap this up -- and 

25 it is well-documented and managed for 
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1 decades.  

2           As it's written, this bill, 

3 the overwhelming majority of food crops 

4 grown in the United States would not 

5 meet the standards outlined under the 

6 Organic Foods Protection Act and 

7 applying the same standard to the 

8 management of turfgrass and plants 

9 represent unnecessary burden to our 

10 business function that is trying to sell 

11 the problem that doesn't exist.  Thank 

12 you.

13           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  

14 Well, thank you for your testimony.  

15 Next up is -- well, let me just go back.  

16 Is Kay Sykora -- 

17           MS. SYKORA:  Yes.  Can you 

18 hear me?  

19           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes, we 

20 can hear you.  Please state your name 

21 for the record and proceed with your 

22 testimony.

23           MS. SYKORA:  Okay.  My name is 

24 Kay Sykora and I'm with the Roxborough 

25 Manayunk Conservancy.  So to the 
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1 Committee, thank you for hearing my 

2 testimony.  In my background, I went to 

3 Temple Ambler campus for horticulture 

4 and landscape. 

5           We're a nonprofit of all 

6 volunteers who work to maintain the 

7 Philadelphia park areas in the lower 

8 northwest part of the City.  We partner 

9 with Parks, Conservancy and PHS.  You 

10 should understand that over 27 percent 

11 of the land in our area is green.  

12 Amazing resources like trails and parks 

13 are throughout the community, so we are 

14 blessed, but we're also challenged.  And 

15 we're challenged because there's 

16 currently no way we can manage all these 

17 large spaces -- we are opposed to this 

18 bill, by the way -- without some use of 

19 synthetic herbicides. 

20           Many invasive weeds are very 

21 resistant to organic herbicides, are 

22 requiring extensive re-application. 

23 There are a few that will not respond to 

24 any synthetic use.  Knotweed is one of 

25 my pet peeves.  So once a landscape is 
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1 managed, the need for synthetic 

2 treatment diminishes dramatically.  

3 There are many areas that we work on 

4 that no longer needed to be treated.  

5           When we work on large areas, 

6 we have secured funding, and worked with 

7 the former director of Schuylkill 

8 Environment Education Center formally of 

9 Central Park, New York to hire 

10 professionals to manage those areas, 

11 just to get that first area treated.  In 

12 our area, which is acres and acres of 

13 parkland, many landscapes have had no 

14 attention at any time and they are 

15 totally overwhelmed with invasive weeds.  

16 When you plant natives, in amongst that, 

17 they just get overwhelmed immediately.  

18           Our primary working group is 

19 volunteers and there's no way of holding 

20 volunteer interest if we can't move it 

21 forward.  I just want to add one other 

22 note.  We have extensive wildlife here 

23 from beaver to birds to fish and fox, 

24 you name it.  So, yes, there needs to be 

25 responsible use of synthetic herbicides.  
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1 But as it is here right now, it will be 

2 not possible to manage our large 

3 landscapes.  Thank you.

4           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.  

5 Thank you so much for your testimony.  

6           I just wanted to go back and 

7 see if Theresa Duncan had joined us yet.  

8 And if not, we're going to proceed with 

9 Bill Hyndman, Doug Rae and Dan 

10 Winterstein.  

11           MR. HYNDMAN:  Hi.  Bill 

12 Hyndman.  

13           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hi, Bill.  

14 Please state your name for the record 

15 and proceed with your testimony.  

16           MR. HYNDMAN:  Hi.  Good 

17 morning.  I'm Bill Hyndman.  I'm the 

18 Executive Director for the First Tee of 

19 Greater Philadelphia.  And the First Tee 

20 is in opposition of this bill.  We are a 

21 youth development organization and we 

22 run programs in Philadelphia for 30,000 

23 youth.  We're at 76 schools and youth 

24 service organizations and we also run 

25 two golf courses in great partnership 
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1 with Parks & Rec.  Those golf courses 

2 are Walnut Lane Golf Club and the John 

3 F. Byrne Golf Club.

4           First Tee teaches life skills, 

5 essential life skills to kids and we use 

6 the vehicle of golf to keep these kids, 

7 all ages 5 to 18, 60 percent come from a 

8 diverse background, and very important 

9 for us is that we utilize the golf 

10 courses as our classrooms.  We use the 

11 golf courses for our daily life skills 

12 classes with our team of diverse 

13 coaches.  We also use the golf courses 

14 as field trips for our schools.  

15           The 76 schools will come to 

16 the golf course and have stem learning.  

17 They'll have just outdoor classes, where 

18 we utilize the outdoor space for the 

19 kids to have fun, learn the game of 

20 golf, but most importantly learn the 

21 game of life skills.  The kids get 

22 introduced to golf if they play enough 

23 golf.  We get them -- and for everyone's 

24 knowledge too, the programs are free for 

25 our kids.  We raise about $1 million a 
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1 year so that all kids can participate. 

2           We also have internships.  

3 Some of our students actually work on 

4 our maintenance crews.  We did a caddy 

5 academy this summer and then placed the 

6 students at local golf courses.  So 

7 First Tee is all about opportunities for 

8 our kids.  It's all about learning for 

9 their leadership, but it's also creating 

10 opportunities for them to learn how to 

11 navigate the challenges of life off the 

12 golf course.  

13           Just very quickly, there are 

14 no alternatives for some of the issues 

15 that we have on the golf course.  

16 Bluegrass weevils are not able to be 

17 treated with an organic option.  And 

18 without being able to minimally use 

19 chemicals, we would have to close our 

20 golf courses.  And unfortunately, that 

21 would have a dramatic impact on 52,000 

22 residents who play golf on the golf 

23 courses.  We would not be able to do any 

24 of our classes within Philadelphia, and 

25 we would have to close and not be able 
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1 to operate within the City.  So please 

2 consider this important impact on our 

3 students or in the City of Philadelphia 

4 that will be very disappointed if the 

5 golf course closed.  Thank you.

6           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

7 for your testimony.  Thank you. 

8           And next we have Doug Rae, Dan  

9 Winterstein and Joseph Syrnick in that 

10 order, please.  Doug Rae, are you 

11 available?  Doug Rae.  Dan Winterstein.

12           MR. RAE:  I'm here.

13           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Dan or 

14 Doug?  

15           MR. RAE:  Yes.  Can you hear 

16 me?  

17           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes, we 

18 hear you but we can't identify who you 

19 are.  Are you Dan or are you Doug?  

20           MR. RAE:  Doug Rae.

21           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay, 

22 Doug.  Please state your name for the 

23 record and proceed.  Thank you.

24           MR. RAE:  Yes.  Good morning, 

25 Committee and Commissioner.  My name is 
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1 Doug Rae.  I'm the President of the 

2 Philadelphia Association of Golf Course 

3 Superintendents.  Our association 

4 consists of the men and women who have 

5 maintained close to 100 golf courses in 

6 the Philadelphia area.  Thank you for 

7 the opportunity to provide testimony 

8 today.  

9           The Philadelphia Association 

10 of Golf Course Superintendents 

11 respectfully oppose this City Ordinance 

12 200425 as proposed.  The Philadelphia 

13 area golf courses provide numerous 

14 community benefits, their dedicated open 

15 green spaces offer many societal 

16 benefits such as employment and 

17 recreation opportunities for local 

18 residents as well as youth development 

19 programs, environmental benefits, 

20 including a habitat for wildlife, carbon 

21 sequestration through diverse and 

22 abundant plant life and nutrient 

23 filtration through healthy and dense 

24 turfgrass.  Finally, they provide 

25 charitable benefits through numerous 
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1 fundraising events hosted every year at 

2 these facilities. 

3           Importantly, the game of golf 

4 has also served as a critically 

5 important recreational outlet this year 

6 during the coronavirus pandemic.  As a 

7 game that is constantly played at a safe 

8 social distance, area golf courses have 

9 served thousands of Philadelphians 

10 seeking fresh air outdoors after 

11 spending many years inside.  Golf course 

12 superintendents by our nature are 

13 environmental stewards who make it a top 

14 priority to manage golf courses in an  

15 environmental sound and sustainable way.  

16           When we apply pesticides, we 

17 do so as a part of an established 

18 integrated pest management program 

19 designed to best control pests and 

20 maintain healthy turf.  Best management 

21 practices, continuing education, peer 

22 review research and modern technology 

23 are all important elements for an IPM 

24 approach by today's golf course 

25 superintendents.  
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1           Furthermore, pesticide 

2 applicators at golf courses are required 

3 to obtain state-issued pesticide 

4 applicator licenses.  These licenses 

5 require to obtain a yearly ongoing 

6 training to stay up-to-date with state 

7 regulations.  This includes general core 

8 pesticide education and specific spray 

9 categories to keep them valid and you 

10 must keep them valid every three years.

11           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Sir, can 

12 we have you wrap up in less than 10 

13 seconds or less.

14           MR. RAE:  The First Tee youth 

15 development program uses these golf 

16 courses as a way to reach out and teach 

17 people of all backgrounds and provides 

18 over 60 percent of the participants with 

19 scholarships.  Without the ability to 

20 minimally apply commonly used herbicides 

21 and insecticides to maintain healthy 

22 turfgrass at these facilities, at these 

23 government facilities, the First Tee 

24 will face higher operating costs that 

25 will result in fewer scholarships for 
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1 area youth and more likely force 

2 closures of these critical open spaces 

3 in the City.  For these reasons, the 

4 Philadelphia Association of the Golf 

5 Course Superintendents opposes this 

6 proposed ordinance as written and we 

7 appreciate the opportunity to weigh in 

8 and are happy to be a resource of 

9 Council for members in the future.  

10 Thank you.

11           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

12 so much, sir.  Thank you for your 

13 testimony.  

14           Is Dan Winterstein available?  

15           MR. WINTERSTEIN:  I'm here.

16           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hi, Dan.  

17 Please state your name for the record 

18 and begin your testimony.

19           MR. WINTERSTEIN:  My name is 

20 Dan Winterstein.  I'm the Commissioner 

21 of Mount Airy Baseball.  Thank you for 

22 the opportunity to participate.  I'm 

23 testifying in opposition of the proposed 

24 legislation to ban certain herbicides 

25 from use at all City parks and 
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1 playgrounds. 

2           Mount Airy Baseball has been 

3 providing play and instruction for 

4 Philadelphia boys and girls between the 

5 ages of 5 and 18 for more than 35 years.  

6 In that time, the league has grown from 

7 20 players to more than 700 players, and 

8 five age groups playing on 50 teams.  

9 Another 150 play on some tournament 

10 teams; 200 play fall ball.  Another 125 

11 participate in our written instructional 

12 program, all together more than 1,000 

13 participants each year.  

14           We have no paid staff.  

15 Volunteers make all this possible.  

16 We're a nonprofit cooperative 

17 organization, favors for neighbors.  

18 Fees are kept low and no child is ever 

19 turned away for inability to play.  We 

20 maintain five ball fields in Northwest 

21 Philadelphia with virtually no 

22 government support.  Volunteer grounds 

23 crew does most of the work.  We raise 

24 over $20,000 each year to invest in 

25 field maintenance, equipment and 
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1 supplies. 

2           Maintaining an infield 

3 requires adding new infield mix each 

4 year, periodic regrading and dragging 

5 the infield three to four times a week 

6 during the season to control weeds.  

7 These are the essential tools for 

8 keeping weeds from taking over the 

9 infield.  Once the season ends in late 

10 summer, we use glyphosate on a limited 

11 basis to kill the most stubborn weeds 

12 that tend to take over the infield that 

13 time of the year and in areas where 

14 poison ivy makes hand-weeding unsafe.  

15           We do not store it on site.  

16 We use a small battery-operated spray 

17 wand to avoid contact.  It is an 

18 important tool for us in maintaining our 

19 fields.  If EPA research tells us that 

20 when used properly -- sorry, when used 

21 properly -- 

22           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  If you can 

23 wrap up.

24           MR. WINTERSTEIN:  I'm sorry?  

25           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I was 



Committee on Public Health and Human Services
October 30, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 121

1 going to say if you can wrap up.  

2           MR. WINTERSTEIN:  Yes, ma'am. 

3 The EPA tells us it burns off quickly.  

4 It has no residual soil effects and 

5 presents no risk to humans when used 

6 properly.  We recognize the science is 

7 constantly evolving and remain open to 

8 other products.  We've tried a vinegar 

9 solution with limited results, requires 

10 many applications and is too 

11 labor-intensive for a voluntary 

12 organization like ours.  

13           We tried burning the weeds, 

14 also too labor-intensive and has had 

15 limited effect.  

16           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.

17           MR. WINTERSTEIN:  In closing, 

18 let me say that while maintaining five 

19 fields as volunteers is a huge 

20 undertaking, the safety of our children 

21 is always our primary concern.  We 

22 welcome any guidance or support that you 

23 can give us.

24           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

25 for your testimony.  Thank you for being 
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1 here and for your testimony today.  

2           Next up we have Joseph 

3 Syrnick, Alex Doty and Patricia Wood in 

4 that order.

5           MR. SYRNICK:  Councilwoman, 

6 can you hear me?  

7           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes, I can 

8 hear you.  This is?  

9           MR. SYRNICK:  This is Joseph 

10 Syrnick.

11           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hi, 

12 Joseph.  Please state your name again 

13 for the record and then begin with your 

14 testimony.  

15           MR. SYRNICK:  My name is 

16 Joseph Syrnick.  I'm President of the 

17 Schuylkill River Development 

18 Corporation.  And I'd like to say thank 

19 you for the opportunity to testify 

20 today.  The Schuylkill River Development 

21 Corporation is a small nonprofit 

22 partnering with Philadelphia Parks & 

23 Recreation for the maintenance of a 

24 section of the Schuylkill River Trail 

25 known as Schuylkill Banks.  
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1           Let me start by saying I 

2 understand the position of those 

3 supporting this legislation.  Pesticides 

4 and herbicides can be dangerous and must 

5 be used carefully.  Having said that, we 

6 oppose this legislation as it will make 

7 it impossible to control weeds and 

8 invasive plants along the Schuylkill 

9 River Trail, the trail from which this 

10 Council has shown great support and 

11 which in 2015 was voted the best urban 

12 trail in America. 

13           We do a lot of manual 

14 weed-pulling.  It's probably our single 

15 most labor-intensive maintenance 

16 activity.  But manual pulling of weeds 

17 alone is not adequate in combating the 

18 weed problem.  We need to supplement it 

19 with spraying of herbicides.  We do not 

20 do this ourselves.  Rather we hire 

21 licensed, trained professionals to do it 

22 on our and the City's behalf.  If this 

23 option is taken from us, we will lose 

24 the battle of the weeds.  And I predict 

25 in as little as a year or two, 
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1 Schuylkill Banks and other public spaces 

2 will be inundated with weeds and 

3 invasives.  Mugwort, knotweed and other 

4 problematic species will be pervasive.  

5 I'm confident that none of us will be 

6 happy with the result and it will be 

7 difficult to recover from that 

8 situation. 

9           We consider ourselves to be an 

10 environmental organization working to 

11 improve the environment, not damage it. 

12 In 2019, we received the Pennsylvania 

13 Governor's Award for Environmental 

14 Excellence for two of our projects.  I 

15 mention this only to help explain who we 

16 are and what we aim to do.  It will be 

17 my hope that Bill No. 200425 be 

18 withdrawn and further discussions be 

19 held with the appropriate City officials 

20 and others in an attempt to craft 

21 legislation that meets the needs of all 

22 interested parties.  I appreciate the 

23 opportunity to offer my thoughts.  Thank 

24 you.

25           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you, 
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1 Joseph, for your testimony today.  Thank 

2 you for being here. 

3           Alex Doty and Patricia Wood. 

4           MR. DOTY:  Good morning.

5           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good 

6 morning.  Please state your name for the 

7 record and begin with your testimony.

8           MR. DOTY:  My name is Alex 

9 Doty and I am the Executive Director of 

10 the Philadelphia Parks Alliance.  So 

11 ending the use of pesticides is a very 

12 good idea.  The question is what is the 

13 best way to achieve that goal.  I 

14 believe the leadership and staff of 

15 Philadelphia Parks & Rec want to reduce 

16 the use of toxic herbicides.  The health 

17 of children and green spaces is at the 

18 core of their mission and a motivation 

19 for the work they all do every day.  

20           If that is so, then there must 

21 be significant obstacles to eliminate 

22 toxic herbicides from use by PPR.  The 

23 only way to overcome significant 

24 obstacles facing an agency like PPR is 

25 through management hours devoted to 
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1 planning and additional resources 

2 devoted to implementing those plans.  

3           PPR, always short on 

4 resources, is being taxed even more 

5 under COVID-19.  After absorbing a $12.5 

6 million budget cut, $12.5 million, PPR 

7 has been asked this year to run summer 

8 camps under entirely new protocols, fun 

9 virtual access centers which were 

10 all-day classrooms at 35 sites across 

11 the City, increased programming for 

12 teens and maintain parks where 

13 visitation has increased exponentially 

14 with fewer staff and fewer volunteers.  

15 Now is not the time to add a new 

16 unfunded program to PPR's plan. 

17           Now would be an excellent time 

18 to fund a pilot program that tests 

19 various methods for eliminating 

20 pesticides.  We need to learn what works 

21 from the variety of sites the PPR 

22 maintains, from playgrounds to 

23 woodlands.  The Philadelphia Parks 

24 Alliance is particularly concerned that 

25 the ban might increase invasive species 
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1 in the various ecosystems that PPR 

2 manages.  

3           The benefits to eliminating 

4 pesticides are many and worth vigorously 

5 pursuing, but implementing a complete 

6 ban requires resources PPR does not have 

7 even if it potentially saves money in 

8 the future.  Please do not create an 

9 unfunded mandate for an already 

10 underfunded Parks & Rec.

11           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  

12 Thank you for your testimony.  

13           Patricia Wood.  Is Patricia 

14 Wood available?

15           MS. WOOD:  Yes, I am.  Can you 

16 hear me?  

17           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes, I 

18 can.  Please state your name for the 

19 record and proceed.  

20           MS. WOOD:  Yes.  My name is 

21 Patricia Wood.  I am the Executive 

22 Director of a national science-based 

23 environmental health nonprofit with a 

24 strong background in pesticides and 

25 their impact on human health and the 
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1 environment.  I actually helped write 

2 the law that prohibits the use of 

3 pesticides on all school properties in 

4 New York state, including all day care 

5 centers.  I'm also a visiting scholar at 

6 Adelphi University.  

7           Madam Chair, thank you for the 

8 opportunity to participate in this 

9 discussion around Bill 200425, which we 

10 support without amendments other than 

11 those mentioned earlier by you.  I have 

12 been asked to read the testimony of 

13 Samuel Rubin from the Eastern 

14 Pennsylvania's Chapter of the Food and 

15 Water Watch Action nonprofit, but I 

16 wanted to briefly respond to some of 

17 what I've heard already this morning.  

18           First, to the gentleman from 

19 RISE that spoke about the merits of an 

20 integrated pest management or IPM 

21 program.  IPM was originally called 

22 integrated pesticide management.  This 

23 is a program that has been 

24 enthusiastically supported by the 

25 pesticide industry.  An IPM program 
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1 calls for the use of the least toxic 

2 control first, but allows for even the 

3 most toxic pesticide should be used 

4 relying entirely on the person 

5 administering the program to make those 

6 decisions.

7           And then I wanted to respond 

8 to someone who spoke just recently to 

9 say that there's a very positive example 

10 of a completely organically maintained 

11 golf course in Edgartown, Massachusetts 

12 on Martha's Vineyard, which has since 

13 2002 used no synthetic fertilizers, 

14 insecticides or herbicides and is an 

15 extremely popular course for residents 

16 and visitors alike.  

17           I also wanted to mention that 

18 studies have shown that households with 

19 young children and pets showed 

20 significant residues of herbicides being 

21 translocated from treated outdoor areas 

22 into homes where the chemicals can 

23 remain for long periods of time in 

24 carpets and upholstered furniture as 

25 well as on floors, windowsills and other 
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1 hard surfaces.  Most pesticides are 

2 designed to break outdoors with some 

3 light called photodegradation with 

4 rainfall and soil microbial activity.  

5 Inside homes these processes are not 

6 taking place, leaving residues of active 

7 chemicals inside homes for extended 

8 periods of time.  

9           Another way for herbicides and 

10 other pesticides to enter into our 

11 spaces is when landscapers use blowers 

12 to clean up grass clippings and other 

13 materials disturbing 

14 pesticide-contaminated soil and making 

15 it airborne.  And I probably don't have 

16 time to read it, but I was wondering 

17 whether I could just give you three 

18 quick paragraphs from the Eastern 

19 Pennsylvania Organizer of Food and Water 

20 Watch?  

21           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Well, we 

22 are out of time.  But if you can just 

23 give us a sentence from each one, that 

24 will be great.

25           MS. WOOD:  Okay.  That would 
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1 be great.  The first thing is that the 

2 current federal system for approving 

3 these pesticides is inadequate relying 

4 on outdated standards that don't address 

5 our new understanding about the ways 

6 that pesticides impact health, the 

7 cumulative effects of continued low dose 

8 exposures and possible synergistic 

9 effects when chemicals interact or even 

10 the real world formulations on 

11 combinations in which these chemicals 

12 are used.  That's one.  

13           And I wanted to say just their 

14 last paragraph is, limiting the cosmetic 

15 use of pesticides on City properties 

16 could not only reduce the exposures of 

17 children, pets and wildlife to 

18 unnecessary pesticides, but could also 

19 help relieve the burden on our aquatic 

20 ecosystems and reduce the pollution load 

21 in stormwater.  This bill is a good 

22 example of how a precautionary approach 

23 will protect people and the environment 

24 and we urge members of the Council to 

25 support this bill.
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1           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

2 very much for your testimony.

3           MS. WOOD:  You're welcome.

4           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And that 

5 concludes Panel 4.  

6           So now do we have anyone from 

7 Council who would like to ask a question 

8 of the members of the testifiers from 

9 this panel?  Any Councilmembers have any 

10 questions for Panel 4?  

11                (No response.) 

12           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Is Theresa 

13 Duncan on the line just before we close 

14 out this panel?  Theresa Duncan?  

15                (No response.)

16           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  No.  Okay.  

17 All right.  So we are going to step into 

18 public comment now and we have quite an 

19 extensive list, because the list is so 

20 long and we have heard I think a pretty 

21 good summary of testimony for those who 

22 support the bill and those who oppose 

23 it, we are going to limit public comment 

24 even further unfortunately because we're 

25 just running out of time before we lose 
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1 a quorum and are able to have a vote.  

2 So we need to make sure that we have as 

3 much testimony, but also that we have a 

4 quorum so we can pass the bill out of 

5 Committee. 

6           So we are going to ask that if 

7 we can have public comment limited to 

8 one minute.  If you feel that your 

9 commentary has already actually been 

10 addressed by someone else, you don't 

11 have to testify even though you signed 

12 up.  

13           And so, we're going to ask if 

14 the Clerk can call the first five names 

15 for public comment.  And again, we're 

16 going to limit public comment to one 

17 minute.

18           THE CLERK:  Hi, Madam Chair.  

19 I think we just need to take a short 

20 break to get everyone into the call.

21           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  All right.  

22 Let's do that.  So we will take a break 

23 while we dial up some folks for public 

24 comment.  Thank you, Madam Clerk. 

25                (Brief recess.)
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1           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

2 very much, Modesto.  And we are now in 

3 our public comment section.  

4           If we could have the Clerk 

5 call the first five testifiers for 

6 public comment.  And we're going to ask 

7 to limit public comment to one minute.  

8 We have quite an extensive list of folks 

9 who would like to be able to offer 

10 public testimony, so we are going to 

11 have to limit it to one minute. 

12           Ms. Aponte.  

13           THE CLERK:  Hillary Baum from 

14 Northwest Philly Climate Action Network 

15 and Philadelphia Neighborhood Networks; 

16 Kathleen Hallal from Non Toxic 

17 Communities; Breana Hashman from Clean 

18 Water Action; and Emma Horst-Martz from 

19 PennPIRG; and Dale Hendricks from Green 

20 Light Plants.

21           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  If 

22 we can go in that order.  Hillary Baum, 

23 if you are available, please state your 

24 name for the record and begin with your 

25 testimony.
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1           MS. BAUM:  My name is Hillary 

2 Baum.  I'd like to thank Committee Chair 

3 Cindy Bass who is also my Councilwoman 

4 and Committee members for the 

5 opportunity to present this testimony, 

6 and I want to stress the Philadelphia 

7 Neighborhood Networks and the Northwest 

8 Philly Climate Action Network's strong 

9 support for the passage of this bill for 

10 its positive public health, climate and 

11 environmental justice impacts. 

12           I think really perhaps the 

13 most important thing is that these 

14 public spaces that have been described 

15 should be as safe as possible from 

16 environmental pollution as possible, 

17 especially because they're often used by 

18 people from communities that are already 

19 overburdened by environmental 

20 degradation and chronic health 

21 conditions.  The removal of toxic 

22 herbicides will strengthen the health of 

23 the soil and soil ecology.  Healthy soil 

24 can throw a carbon out of the atmosphere 

25 and also absorbs stormwater, helping to 



Committee on Public Health and Human Services
October 30, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 136

1 achieve the City's climate and 

2 sustainability goals. 

3           The City can reach additional 

4 climate goals with the removal of toxic 

5 herbicides from (inaudible), and I thank 

6 you very, very much for this 

7 opportunity, and I urge you to pass this 

8 bill.  Thank you.

9           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you, 

10 Hillary.  Thank you for your commentary.  

11 We really appreciate you being here 

12 today.

13           MS. BAUM:  Thank you.

14           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  You're 

15 welcome.  And next we have Kathleen 

16 Hallal.

17           MS. HALLAL:  Hello.  Yes.  

18 Thank you, Madam Chair and members of 

19 the Health and Human Services Committee 

20 for hearing me.  My name is Kathleen 

21 Hallal and I'm the Co-founder and Vice-

22 president of Non Toxic Communities.  As 

23 a mother of boys with autoimmune issues, 

24 I became aware of the efforts toxins can 

25 have on children and how eliminating 
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1 them can bolster their health.  

2           Our son's classmates carry 

3 inhalers and EpiPens, some are autistic.  

4 Others can die if they eat a certain 

5 food.  Today children struggling with 

6 health and learning issues is the norm.  

7 Especially during this time of COVID, 

8 it's become even more apparent that we 

9 need to prevent exposure to toxins for 

10 strong immunity.  

11           Over four years ago, our city 

12 moved to an organic program managing 

13 about 1200 acres and we enjoy our parks, 

14 trails and our city and surroundings 

15 free of synthetic toxins.  Without 

16 exception, both city and contracted 

17 staff are happy that they are not 

18 working with toxins and they are not 

19 overburdened.  Our city's parks and 

20 grounds are more lush and look more 

21 beautiful than ever.

22           Our baseball and sports fields 

23 are stellar and the turf quality has 

24 greatly improved making fields safer for 

25 play.  Our mayor and city council 
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1 prioritized the health of its citizens 

2 and adjusted our budget so that they 

3 could fund the small increase of 

4 spending required to employ organic 

5 practices.  

6           This year Irvine was given an 

7 award by the California EPA Department 

8 of Pesticide Regulation of our 

9 successful IPM program.  Our citizens 

10 are unanimously happy and I'm very sorry 

11 to go over it, but I have a letter from 

12 my mayor if I may please read it.      

13 The --

14           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Actually, 

15 we don't have time.  I do apologize, 

16 only because we have so many folks, but 

17 we would be happy to include it in the 

18 package for members of Council, so that 

19 they can have an opportunity to read it.  

20 We will certainly make it available so 

21 that everyone can read it.

22           MS. HALLAL:  We express 

23 support for the passage of Bill 200425, 

24 as does the mayor of the City of Irvine, 

25 California.  If you go to Non Toxic 
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1 communities, you can get more 

2 information, but our city has been very 

3 successful for five years.

4           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

5 so much for being here and for your 

6 testimony.

7           MS. HALLAL:  Thank you.

8           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Next, we 

9 have Ms. Breana Hashman.  Breana.

10           MS. HASHMAN:  Hi -- 

11           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hi.  

12 Breana?

13           MS. HASHMAN:  Hi.  Can you 

14 hear me?  

15           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes, we 

16 can hear you now.  Please state your 

17 name for the record and proceed with 

18 your testimony.

19           MS. HASHMAN:  Okay.  My name 

20 is Breana Hashman.  I'm a community 

21 organizer with the Geochemistry Research 

22 Background, and I'm testifying on behalf 

23 of Clean Water Action in support for 

24 Bill No. 200425.  

25           In many cases it is not the 
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1 active ingredient in the herbicide and 

2 pesticide sprays that cause toxicity.   

3 Agrochemical sprays have been known to 

4 contain PFAS chemicals, also known as 

5 forever chemicals, in adjuvant of 

6 sprays.  And the adjuvant of a spray is 

7 not the active ingredient, but it's used 

8 to increase the effectiveness of the 

9 primary active ingredient.  

10           So for example, PFAS adjuvants 

11 have been used to create a more even 

12 dispersal of herbicide and pesticide 

13 sprays.  These manmade chemicals are 

14 also indestructible, broadly toxic and 

15 pervasive in nature.  These toxic PFAS 

16 chemicals are in the process of being 

17 regulated by the state and getting ahead 

18 of this issue which creates future 

19 remediation and litigation costs 

20 associated with the City and exposure to 

21 its constituents.

22           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Can we 

23 have you quickly sum up your testimony.

24           MS. HASHMAN:  I'll say that I 

25 know what it is to go organic.  I come 
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1 from a family of farmers and both sets 

2 of my family are from Nebraska.  The 

3 public health issues in conventional 

4 farming are clear.  But if farmers in 

5 Pennsylvania can make a profit based off 

6 of organic farming, then we can find a 

7 cost-effective way to manage public open 

8 spaces in Philadelphia without 

9 herbicides based on examples across the 

10 world without a wasteful and pointless 

11 pilot study.

12           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

13 for your testimony.  Thank you so much 

14 for being here and for your testimony.  

15 I appreciate it.

16           Emma Horst-Martz.  Is Emma 

17 Horst-Martz available?  

18           MS. HORST-MARTZ:  Hello.  Yes, 

19 I'm here.

20           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hi, Emma.  

21 Please state your name for the record 

22 and proceed with your testimony.

23           MS. HORST-MARTZ:  Thank you, 

24 Councilwoman.  My name is Emma Horst-

25 Martz and I'm an advocate with PennPIRG, 
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1 the Pennsylvania Public Interest 

2 Research Group.  We work to protect 

3 consumers so I'm representing our 

4 members here in Philadelphia and across 

5 the state.  

6           PennPIRG strongly supports the 

7 Healthy Outdoor Spaces bill.  We have a 

8 long history of educating the public on 

9 the harmful health and environmental 

10 impacts of toxic chemicals, and we have 

11 consistently advocated to ban the worst 

12 of these chemicals.  This bill is really 

13 a model for how cities can make 

14 progress, protect the public and our 

15 land.  

16           It achieves three key 

17 priorities that we recommend:  Phasing 

18 out the use of toxic substances by 

19 banning herbicides, promotes safe 

20 alternatives like organic pest 

21 management, and promotes the public's 

22 right to know about the use of 

23 pesticides and herbicides, by 

24 implementing reporting requirements.  I 

25 would also just briefly add that the 
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1 research led the EPA to deem glyphosate 

2 as safe was heavily influenced by the 

3 chemical industry.  And our own research 

4 along with a heavy body of research from 

5 the scientific community has shown 

6 exactly the opposite, that there is no 

7 safe usage.  So I would urge the Council 

8 to pass this bill.

9           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

10 so much for your testimony, Emma, and 

11 for being here today. 

12           And last on this panel is Dale 

13 Hendricks.

14           MR. HENDRICKS:  Hello.  Dale 

15 here.

16           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hi, Dale.  

17 Please state your name for the record 

18 and proceed with your testimony.

19           MR. HENDRICKS:  Sure.  Dale 

20 Hendricks from Green Light Plants.  

21 Thank you very much for enabling this.  

22 I want to speak in support of the bill 

23 as written.  I have given written 

24 testimony that explores in more detail 

25 contrasting landscape treatments that 
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1 might be worth looking at. 

2           I want to mention that there's 

3 a lot of climate and water quality 

4 impacts that have not been addressed 

5 much to the use of pesticides and 

6 herbicides.  When you make (inaudible), 

7 it erodes, it washes away.  It's worse 

8 for water infiltration and quality.  And 

9 also, many herbicides are antibiotics.  

10 So we're spraying more antibiotics out 

11 there and harming a lot of things.  

12           So briefly, we think parks 

13 should be a safe space for all life and 

14 that we can move toward what Ben 

15 Franklin called a true green country 

16 town that attracts and energizes the 

17 kind of people who want to step up and 

18 do this, so there's many opportunities 

19 for organic stewardship rather than 

20 chemical management.  Thank you.

21           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you, 

22 Dale.  Thank you for your testimony.  

23           If we can have the Clerk call 

24 the next five people lined up to testify 

25 who are here to testify, that will be 
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1 great.

2           THE CLERK:  Logan Welde from 

3 Cleaner Council; Meenal Raval from the 

4 Sierra Club of Philadelphia; Amy 

5 Steffen; Bob Mann from the National 

6 Association of Landscape Professionals; 

7 and Michael McGraw from Applied 

8 Ecological Services.

9           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.  

10 If we can have Logan Welde.  Is Logan 

11 here?  

12           MR. WELDE:  Hi, Councilmember 

13 Bass.  I am here.

14           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hi, Logan.  

15 Please state your name for the record 

16 and begin with your testimony.

17           MR. WELDE:  My name is Logan 

18 Welde and I am a staff attorney at Clean 

19 Air Council.  Thank you for holding this 

20 hearing today and I hope you're doing 

21 well.

22           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.  

23 I am.  Thank you.  

24           MR. WELDE:  Clean Air Council 

25 is happy to testify in support of this 
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1 bill and we know it represents an 

2 important step in reducing toxic inputs 

3 to our land, water and soil, protecting 

4 Philadelphia residents, pets and 

5 wildlife in the process. 

6           We are inside overlapping 

7 crises that demand systemic change.  

8 Communities of color, frontline workers 

9 and their families are 

10 disproportionately affected by herbicide 

11 exposure.  These communities are already 

12 suffering from higher rates of COVID-19 

13 as you know, and their respiratory and 

14 immune systems are impacted by these 

15 toxic pesticides and that exacerbates 

16 pre-existing conditions.  It makes them 

17 even more susceptible. 

18           The EPA has relied on flawed 

19 framework for assessing pesticide risk 

20 and its outdated system.  They don't 

21 address new independent scientific 

22 findings about the huge range of long-

23 term effects of pesticide exposure. Is 

24 that my minute?  

25           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes.  You 
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1 can wrap, Logan.

2           MR. WELDE:  What's that?  

3           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I said 

4 would you like -- just 10 seconds to 

5 wrap up, please.

6           MR. WELDE:  Yeah.  I guess 

7 these are the simple -- I've submitted 

8 the written testimony and hopefully, 

9 your staff can read it.  But these are 

10 the simple things that we really have to 

11 do to make our societies cleaner and to 

12 make society more healthy.  We're 

13 inundating these people and these things 

14 are causing mental breakdowns like we've 

15 seen in recent days in Philadelphia.  We 

16 need to make these communities healthier 

17 and this is a step in the right 

18 direction.

19           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

20 so much for testimony and for being here  

21 today.  

22           The next person on the panel 

23 Meenal Raval.

24           MS. RAVAL:  Yes.  Hi.  This is 

25 Meenal Raval.  I'm with the Sierra Club 
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1 Southeastern PA Group.  We support this 

2 bill.  I highly recommend all 

3 Councilmembers watch the film, Kiss the 

4 Ground, about regenerative agriculture 

5 that talks about restoring degraded 

6 lands and facilitates carbon drawdown. 

7           These pesticides are made from 

8 fossil fuels and used on much of our 

9 food and our park system.  We are not 

10 just killing weeds with these.  We're 

11 killing microbes and insects and 

12 sickening our own population.  As to 

13 signs, microbes, insects and birds do 

14 not read posted signs nor do children.  

15           Like single use plastics, 

16 herbicide travels into our own waterways 

17 and into our own bodies.  They both need 

18 to be banned.  Change begins at home, 

19 though.  I compost our kitchen scraps in 

20 the back alley and harvest the compost 

21 to spread on the raised beds in my front 

22 yard.  I use no chemicals in the 

23 process.  The weeds are kept at bay with 

24 mulch, which invites pollinators like 

25 birds, bees and butterflies with plants. 
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1           So when I walk to Awbury 

2 Arboretum in Mount Airy and Germantown, 

3 I see the goats at the Philly Goat 

4 Project.  They're available for hire to 

5 clear brush.  When goats digest the 

6 brush, the seeds get broken down.  This 

7 means the invasive plants don't grow 

8 again.  These are examples of how we can 

9 work with nature without dominating her. 

10 Our park use has skyrocketed.  We must 

11 manage our parkland like we do our    

12 homes -- 

13           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Can you --

14           MS. RAVAL:  -- thank you.  

15 Done.

16           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you, 

17 Meenal.  Thank you for your testimony 

18 today. 

19           Next, we have Amy Steffen.

20           MS. STEFFEN:  Hi.  Good 

21 morning -- 

22           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Good 

23 morning.

24           MS. STEFFEN:  -- Councilwoman 

25 Bass and the Committee.  Thank you so 
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1 much for this opportunity to speak today 

2 and for bringing up this legislation.  

3 My name is Amy Steffen.  I'm a resident 

4 of Philadelphia, a member of Toxic Free 

5 Philly and I've a volunteer over many 

6 years on native plant restoration.

7           I fully support this bill.  I 

8 urge you all to pass it out of Committee 

9 today without amendments.  We are 

10 counting on you, our elected leaders, to 

11 protect us.  The evidence is 

12 overwhelming.  The herbicides are not 

13 safe.  They cause disease and illness.  

14 Cities across the country and all across 

15 Canada, all of Canada, have eliminated 

16 herbicides from their parks and public 

17 grounds, from their sports fields 

18 (inaudible) in cost.  

19           It's understandable that those 

20 who have not learned how to use these 

21 organic land practices are nervous about 

22 how to change, but help is available.  

23 Beyond Pesticides, who testified 

24 earlier, will help develop a new organic 

25 land management plan for the City.  They 
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1 can underwrite that cost.  There's 

2 funding for making this change.  This is 

3 very popular right now.  We really are 

4 counting on you to be the leaders to 

5 mandate it because it will not happen 

6 without you making it happen.  Thank you 

7 so much for introducing this 

8 legislation.

9           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you, 

10 Amy, and thank you for all of your work 

11 on this bill.  You've been really just a 

12 joy to work with and we really 

13 appreciate your input and your advocacy, 

14 so thank you so much for your work on 

15 this matter. 

16           Next, we have Bob Mann and 

17 then Michael McGraw.  Is Bob Mann 

18 available to testify?  Bob Mann?  

19           MR. MANN:  Good morning.  My 

20 name is Bob Mann and I'm representing 

21 the National Association of Landscape 

22 Professionals this morning.  I would 

23 like to voice our support for the 

24 viewpoint expressed earlier by Director 

25 Lovell and Department of Parks & 



Committee on Public Health and Human Services
October 30, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 152

1 Recreation.  

2           NALP understands the important 

3 role of safe ways in managing landscapes 

4 and we are committed to ensuring its 

5 safe and effective use based on 

6 scientifically-supported decisions made 

7 by the EPA.  In 2015, the International 

8 Agency for Research on Cancer classified 

9 glyphosate as a probable carcinogen.  

10 However, IARC is not a regulatory 

11 agency.  It did not conduct independent 

12 studies before making this designation.

13           All investigation reports 

14 published by Reuters found that IARC 

15 concealed important scientific data and 

16 edited its conclusions from key studies 

17 of glyphosate.  In May 2018, the 

18 National Institute of Health re-affirmed 

19 that there is not a significant 

20 association between glyphosate use in 

21 cancers, stating in their large 

22 prospective study, over 54,000 pesticide 

23 applicators in Iowa and North Carolina, 

24 no association was apparent between 

25 glyphosate and Non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.  
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1           Researchers have conducted 

2 more than 800 scientific studies and 

3 reviews, validating glyphosate safety 

4 since it was introduced in the 1970s.  

5 Beginning with the initial registration 

6 of the EPA in 1974, glyphosate has been 

7 evaluated and approved by EPA in 1986, 

8 1993 and 2017, spanning several decades 

9 and federal administrations.  Thank you 

10 very much.

11           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

12 for your testimony.  Thank you for your 

13 testimony.  

14           We're just trying to move 

15 through so we can make sure we have a 

16 quorum to have a vote on this bill.  

17 Michael McGraw.  Is Michael McGraw 

18 available?

19           MR. McGRAW:  Yes.  Can you 

20 hear me?

21           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes, we 

22 can hear you.  Please state your name 

23 for the record and begin.

24           MR. McGRAW:  Before I begin my 

25 testimony, I would just like to express 
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1 a bit of frustration in the truncation 

2 of public testimony as a matter of 

3 convenience for voting.  My name is 

4 Michael McGraw.  I'm a senior wildlife 

5 biologist and ecologist for the local 

6 restoration firm.  I'm also an 

7 instructor of horticology at University 

8 of Pennsylvania and a lifelong 

9 Philadelphia resident.  

10           I'm expressing my concern with 

11 the above-referenced bill as proposed.  

12 I think there needs to be an amendment 

13 for surgical application of herbicides 

14 as a means of natural area management. 

15 Over 150 non-native plant species, many 

16 of which behave invasively and are 

17 federally qualified as noxious weeds, 

18 are documented in Philadelphia County.  

19           These invasive species, when 

20 unmanaged, outcompete native trees, 

21 wildflowers, grass and shrubs, creating 

22 thick monocultures that cause a positive 

23 feedback loop of negative ecological 

24 effect, such as loss of native diversity 

25 resulting in lack of food resources for 



Committee on Public Health and Human Services
October 30, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 155

1 native mammals, birds and insects, loss 

2 of forest structure resulting in reduced 

3 and degraded breeding bird habitat and 

4 bare ground under dense shrub and vine 

5 mats, resulting in increased erosion, 

6 water quality impacts and physical 

7 hazards.  

8           Of highest importance, these 

9 impenetrable monocultures present 

10 physical barriers to the residents of 

11 Philadelphia to access and enjoy 

12 Fairmount Park.  This bill must be 

13 amended to permit qualified and licensed 

14 herbicide applicators to combat invasive 

15 species.  

16           And I'll just finish with 

17 saying that there's myriad efforts 

18 throughout the City of Philadelphia, 

19 Philadelphia Parks & Rec, the Water 

20 Department, local nonprofits from local 

21 to national that have invested millions 

22 of dollars, thousands of person hours 

23 have advanced MBEs, WBEs, DBEs and the 

24 local community for job opportunities in 

25 this effort and all of it has involved 
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1 surgical application of herbicides as a 

2 management tool.  If you strip that away 

3 from the Philly Parks & Rec and others 

4 that are supporting the natural areas in 

5 the City of Philadelphia, it will be 

6 utterly shortsided.  Please consider 

7 creating an amendment.  Otherwise, you 

8 guys are on the right track.  Thank you.  

9           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

10 for your testimony.  

11           If we can have the Clerk call 

12 for the next panel to testify, the next 

13 five folks on the panel.

14           THE CLERK:  Steven Gansz from 

15 All Season Landscaping Company; Todd 

16 Hagenbuch from Arborchem Products; 

17 Richard Johnstone from IVM Partners; 

18 Brian O'Neill from Leads, Inc.; and 

19 Laura Holley.

20           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  Is 

21 Mr. Steven Gansz available?  Steven 

22 Gansz.

23           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  No.  Okay.  

24 Todd Hagenbuch.

25           MR. GANSZ:  Hello.  Can you 
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1 hear me?  

2           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes.

3           MR. GANSZ:  This is Steve 

4 Gansz.  

5           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hi, Steve.  

6 Please state your name for the record 

7 and proceed.

8           MR. GANSZ:  Yes.  This is 

9 Steve Gansz with All Seasons Landscaping 

10 Company.  I do a lot of work for PP&R 

11 and other organizations of the City of 

12 Philadelphia.  I have a degree in 

13 horticulture, pesticide applicator 

14 licenses, and I also have NOFA 

15 certifications of Natural Organic 

16 Farming Association.  So anyway, I feel 

17 there should be an amendment to this 

18 bill. 

19           We provide both organic and 

20 the use of herbicides and I think there 

21 is a place for both and I think they can 

22 coincide.  There's way too many invasive 

23 weeds that just cannot be controlled 

24 organically, and I think that's where 

25 you need to come in with herbicides to 
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1 keep them under control.  Because 

2 without controlling these invasive 

3 weeds, it can affect our ecosystem, our 

4 native habitat.

5           (inaudible) alone, one plant 

6 can produce 1,000 weed seeds that can 

7 put off invasive weeds, and there's just 

8 no way of controlling certain weeds like 

9 that.  So I'm in favor of using these in 

10 minimal usage, but I feel that they need 

11 to be used to effectively control weeds 

12 throughout the City of Philadelphia.  

13 Thank you.

14           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  

15 Thank you very much.  

16           If we can have Mr. Todd 

17 Hagenbuch.  Todd Hagenbuch.  

18           MR. HAGENBUCH:  Yes, I'm here.  

19 Can you hear me?

20           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes, I 

21 can.  Please state your name for the 

22 record and proceed.

23           MR. HAGENBUCH:  My name is 

24 Todd Hagenbuch with Arborchem Products.  

25 I am a vegetation management specialist 
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1 with 26 years experience and a degree in 

2 forest science from Penn State.  I want 

3 to start by talking about glyphosate, 

4 which has been around since the early 

5 70s.  It's used as worldwide and 

6 toxicity testing of this product has 

7 been done by countless agencies around 

8 the world.  

9           These agencies, including the 

10 U.S. EPA has tested glyphosate many 

11 times over the decades and have found 

12 glyphosate to be noncarcinogenic.  Today 

13 many city and state's parks & rec areas 

14 are overrun by invasive plants and 

15 undesirable vegetation.  You can ask why 

16 do we have to use herbicides, why can't 

17 we just use mechanical means or goats or 

18 some other means to control vegetation.  

19 The answer is controlling weeds, 

20 invasive brush, invasive trees requires 

21 the control of the root system.  And 

22 without utilization of herbicides that 

23 translocate to the root system, we 

24 cannot control these plants.  Synthetic 

25 herbicides are the tool we need for 
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1 that.  And I'd like to -- I think I 

2 heard my buzzer maybe.

3           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  You did, 

4 yes.

5           MR. HAGENBUCH:  Okay.  I have 

6 one more thing to say before I leave.  

7 We all have heard about the spotted 

8 lantern fly that has infested the whole 

9 southeast part of Pennsylvania and then 

10 surrounding states.  If we don't have 

11 herbicides to manage the Ailanthus tree, 

12 which is the main target tree of the 

13 spotted lantern fly, you will see an 

14 increased amount of these pests in our 

15 park systems and in our backyards.  So 

16 please consider that these are tools we 

17 need and we cannot lose because of 

18 emotion.  Thank you.

19           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes.  I 

20 don't think that we're operating on 

21 emotion here, but really science and the 

22 concern about health.  Thank you so much 

23 for your testimony.  I do appreciate it. 

24           Next, we have Richard 

25 Johnstone.  Is Richard available?  
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1           MR. JOHNSTONE:  Yes, this is 

2 Richard Johnstone.  I'm the President of 

3 IVM Partners.

4           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Please 

5 proceed with your testimony.

6           MR. JOHNSTONE:  Okay.  I have 

7 21 years experience in vegetation 

8 management.  IVM Partners is a 501(c)(3) 

9 nonprofit corporation headquartered in 

10 Newark, Delaware and we do research 

11 around the country and advise utilities, 

12 highway departments, public officials on 

13 what the best practices are and we 

14 compare, direct comparison, between what 

15 happens if you use herbicides and what 

16 happens if you don't. 

17           I provided some slides as a 

18 handout to give you some background, 

19 showing what happens with mowing.  And 

20 when you talk about toxicity, anything 

21 is toxic.  It depends on the dosage.  

22 And if you look at mowers, you're 

23 leaking hydraulic fluid, you're leaking 

24 oil.  You're burning hydrocarbons so 

25 you're increasing your carbon footprint.  
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1 There's a number of things that happens 

2 with mowing versus using herbicides.  So 

3 I would recommend that you do some 

4 direct comparison.  

5           Any time there's a change like 

6 with a national forest, you have to do 

7 an environmental assessment.  You don't 

8 shoot from the hip and make drastic 

9 changes without weighing all 

10 comparisons.  I oppose this bill and I 

11 really think you need to look at it and 

12 document some test blocks and find out 

13 what happened.

14           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

15 for your testimony.  I do want to state 

16 for the record that we're not shooting 

17 from the hip as you stated.  We did 

18 offer Philadelphia Parks & Rec time to 

19 try to figure this whole thing out, but 

20 the idea that nothing can ever be 

21 done -- and there's a sense of 

22 urgency -- is unacceptable.  But thank 

23 you so much for your testimony, sir.  

24           Next, we have Brian O'Neill 

25 and after that Laura Holley.  Is Brian 
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1 O'Neill available?  Brian O'Neill.

2           Okay.  Laura Holley.

3           MS. HOLLEY:  Hi.  This is 

4 Laura Holley.  Can you hear me?  

5           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes, I can 

6 hear you.  Please state your name for 

7 the record and proceed.  

8           MS. HOLLEY:  Sure.  My name is 

9 Laura Holley.  I'm a therapist and 

10 acupuncturist and I'm a long-term 

11 citizen of Philadelphia.  I'm also a 

12 grandma.  I support the passage of this 

13 bill as written on the basis of 

14 environmental justice.  Our youngest 

15 citizens are closest to the ground in 

16 our public spaces (inaudible).  

17           I would argue that foreseeing 

18 the use of Roundup (inaudible) of 

19 escalation of its use.  Killing stubborn 

20 weeds with toxic chemicals, then more 

21 resistant weeds will emerge.  The 

22 children of Philadelphia will feel our 

23 care for them and their world with the 

24 passage of this bill.  Thank you very 

25 much for all the work you've done on 
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1 this.  We really appreciate it.

2           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

3 so much for your testimony.  We 

4 appreciate it.  

5           Can we have the Clerk call 

6 forward the next panel.  

7           THE CLERK:  Hi.  I think Brian 

8 is here.  He just was having trouble 

9 unmuting.

10           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  

11 Brian O'Neill.

12           MR. O'NEILL:  Yes.  My name is 

13 Brian O'Neill and I'm the Managing 

14 Partner for Weeds, Incorporated.  I'm an 

15 expert in vegetation control.  I've been 

16 doing this for over 53 years.  Yes, 

17 Weeds, Incorporated applies herbicides 

18 on Philadelphia City property.  Are you 

19 listening to me?  

20           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Oh, yes, 

21 we hear you, sir.  Hello?  Mr. O'Neill?  

22 Hello?  Brian O'Neill.

23           MR. O'NEILL:  Yes, it 

24 (inaudible).

25           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  So 
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1 we'll come back.  It sounds like he may 

2 be having some connection issues.  

3 Mr. O'Neill?  Okay.  Why don't you call 

4 him back because we're having some 

5 difficulty hearing him.  

6           If we can have the Clerk call 

7 the next group of testifiers.  

8           THE CLERK:  Francie Rubin, 

9 Michaela Mahzoon and Blaise Syrnick.  

10           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  Can 

11 we start Rachel Linden.  Are you 

12 available?  

13           MS. LINDEN:  Yes.  Hello -- 

14           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Please 

15 state your name --   

16           MS. LINDEN:  -- my name is 

17 Rachel Linden.

18           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  -- okay.  

19           MS. LINDEN:  My name is Rachel 

20 Linden and I'm speaking in support of 

21 Bill 200425.  I'm the Executive Director 

22 of Green Lifestyles Network and I'm not 

23 a lobbyist, but rather a volunteer.  Our 

24 organization is a national organization 

25 and we advocate for and assist 
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1 municipalities in adopting organic land 

2 care standards with grants, sample 

3 policy and training. 

4           I am an Accredited Organic 

5 Land Care Professional, AOLCP.  Organic 

6 Land Care Standards are 62 pages on its 

7 6th edition, written by organic 

8 landscapers, some of whom have  

9 testified today.  It offers preferred, 

10 allowed and prohibited practices.  

11 Trainings offered locally are Rutgers, 

12 NOPHA and Beyond Pesticides.  These 

13 standards are taught and adopted across 

14 the country and are the gold standard of 

15 land care. 

16           Organic land care standards 

17 when implemented are beautiful, 

18 sustainable and in time are 

19 cost-effective solutions to maintaining 

20 a healthy public space.  Organic land 

21 care management supports the conditions 

22 for native plants to thrive.  Thank you 

23 for your time.

24           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

25 for your testimony.  We appreciate you 
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1 being here.  

2           Is Craig Johnson on the line?  

3           MR. JOHNSON:  Yes.

4           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hi, Craig.  

5 Please state your name for the record 

6 and begin your testimony.

7           MR. JOHNSON:  My name is Craig 

8 Johnson, Director of Interpret Green in 

9 collaboration with Peter Winslow, the 

10 President of A Smart Collaboration.  

11 Thank you, Councilmember Bass and 

12 members of the Committee.  

13 Philadelphia's outdoor public spaces 

14 provide sanctuaries for health, safety 

15 and the like.  We are blessed and care 

16 for one of the largest and finest 

17 outdoor urban public park systems in the 

18 world.  

19           We are blessed and care for 

20 1400-plus acres of soil land that 

21 provides outdoor access to more than 

22 200,000 students.  We know that the 

23 safest places in our City, especially 

24 during the current coronavirus pandemic 

25 are outside in fresh air, in parks, in 
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1 playgrounds, in schoolyards and in any 

2 public landscape that is free of toxic 

3 chemicals, herbicides and pesticides.

4           Herbicides and pesticides are 

5 poisons.  They poison plants and animals 

6 until they die.  If we are to use 

7 poisons to manage the public landscapes 

8 we inhabit, then we must choose our 

9 poisons wisely.  

10           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

11 for your testimony.  Did you want to 

12 wrap up?  Did you need a couple more 

13 seconds to wrap up?

14           MR. JOHNSON:  We are wise to 

15 only use poisons when there are no other 

16 options, because the poisons we use on 

17 our public landscapes poison us as well.  

18 We are wise to care for what we love 

19 without poisonous toxins.

20           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.  

21 Thank you for your testimony. 

22           Francie Rubin.

23           DR. RUBIN:  Yes.

24           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Is Francie 

25 Rubin here?
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1           DR. RUBIN:  Yes, I'm here.

2           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hello.  

3 Please state your name for the record 

4 and begin your testimony.

5           DR. RUBIN:  Good afternoon.  I 

6 am Dr. Francie Rubin.  I'm the 

7 Veterinarian and Owner of the Rockledge 

8 Veterinary Clinic just outside of 

9 Northeast Philadelphia.  I've been a 

10 veterinarian for 31 years.  My 

11 Veterinary association, the AVMA, 

12 reports that 1 in 4 dogs die of cancer 

13 every year.  Almost 1 in 2 dogs over the 

14 age of 10 develop cancer.  These are 

15 alarming statistics.  When I walk my own 

16 dog during the spring and summer, I can 

17 smell the lawn chemicals that many of my 

18 neighbors have applied.  

19           I see the little, almost 

20 invisible signs that the companies like 

21 TruGreen leave in the lawn.  I often 

22 experience burning in my nose and a sore 

23 throat.  I hope you will vote in favor 

24 of banning the use of these dangerous 

25 chemicals in our public spaces and set a 
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1 precedence, so that I can start a 

2 movement in my own community.  Our 

3 children and our pets, helpless beings, 

4 deserve our efforts to protect them from 

5 the potentially toxic effects of these 

6 very dangerous chemicals.  Thank you.

7           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

8 for your testimony.  Thank you for being 

9 here today. 

10           Is Michaela Mahzoon available?  

11 Michaela?  

12           MS. MAHZOON:  Hello.  Can you 

13 hear me?

14           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I can hear 

15 you now.  Please state your name for the 

16 record and proceed.

17           MS. MAHZOON:  Sure.  This is 

18 Michaela Mahzoon.  I support this bill 

19 to eliminate toxins from public spaces, 

20 but I'm here today to read the comments 

21 of another Philadelphia citizen.  His 

22 name is John Janick.  He's owned Good 

23 Host Plants nursery for the past five 

24 years and has participated in many 

25 public restoration efforts throughout 
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1 Philadelphia over the past 10 years. 

2           John says, I strongly support 

3 passage of this bill.  I've designed and 

4 planted many gardens over the years in 

5 the City, most of which first required 

6 removal of invasive species and I've 

7 never used herbicides.  I've always 

8 found mechanical removal to be the most 

9 successful technique.  Even the most 

10 aggressive invasive species like 

11 Japanese knotweed can be eliminated 

12 using organic gardening techniques.  

13           In October 2019 I worked with 

14 about 50 students and in just two hours, 

15 we removed English ivy from an entire 

16 block from the sidewalk to about 50 feet 

17 deep in the woods.  I believe the same 

18 techniques can be applied on a larger 

19 scale to our public green spaces with 

20 buy-in from the City.  Thank you for 

21 your time.

22           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

23 for your testimony and for being here 

24 today.  We appreciate that. 

25           Is Blaise Syrnick available?  
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1           MR. SYRNICK:  Yes, I am.

2           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hi, 

3 Blaise.  Please state your name for the 

4 record and proceed.

5           MR. SYRNICK:  My name is 

6 Blaise Syrnick and I am a lifelong 

7 resident of Manayunk.  I oppose Bill 

8 200425.  I am the Operation Manager at 

9 the Schuylkill River Development 

10 Corporation.  My main duty is landscape 

11 management for over 3.5 miles of trail 

12 and 27 acres of green space along both 

13 sides of the Schuylkill River.  I am 

14 also part of a 35-plus year all 

15 volunteer effort in Manayunk or 

16 Roxborough that maintains several public 

17 spaces, Germany Hill, Manayunk Towpath, 

18 Roxborough Reservoir, Fountain Street 

19 Steps, Ivy Ridge Trail, blah, blah, 

20 blah.  

21           Today I'm here as a private 

22 citizen.  This bill is a huge issue for 

23 all park stewards in Philadelphia. 

24 Responsible herbicide application is a 

25 very valuable and needed tool.  By a 
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1 licensed Parks & Rec contractor, we have 

2 herbicide application for the 

3 suppression of invasive weeds such as 

4 mugworts, phragmites, Japanese knotweeds 

5 and tree of heaven, spotted lantern fly, 

6 four of these invasive weeds have root 

7 systems which makes it impossible to 

8 contain without herbicides.  We 

9 currently manage invasive weeds using a 

10 combination of three methods, manual 

11 pulling, mowing/weed-whacking and 

12 herbicides and we're still falling 

13 behind.  Weeds are relentless.  If we 

14 remove the herbicide part, we will never 

15 catch up and lose this battle and all 

16 spaces will be covered with weeds.  

17 Please, Councilmembers, while you're 

18 watching Netflix tonight, Google 

19 phragmites, that's with a p-h, and see 

20 how it's destroying the great ecosystem.  

21 Thank you very much.

22           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

23 for your testimony.  Thank you for your 

24 testimony.  

25           Can we have the Clerk call the 
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1 last panel.

2           THE CLERK:  James Morino, 

3 Jeremy Griffin, Joan Blaustein, George 

4 Armistead, Travon White-Sams, Tykee 

5 James, Matthew Halley and Jeff Goldman.  

6           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  Is 

7 James Morino here?

8           MR. MORINO:  Yes, I am.

9           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Please 

10 state your name for the record and 

11 proceed.  James, please state your name 

12 for the record and proceed with your 

13 testimony.

14           MR. MORINO:  This is James 

15 Morino.  Your system is not allowing me 

16 to speak.

17           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  No, I hear 

18 you.  You're speaking.

19           MR. MORINO:  Yeah, I know I 

20 am.  One minute is not enough time for 

21 anybody to give a proper presentation so 

22 that everything can be expressed in a 

23 format that is necessary.  Had Council 

24 allowed to give testimony over a few 

25 days instead of everybody being squeezed 
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1 in, our opinions would have been heard 

2 on both sides of the issue and you would 

3 have been able to make a more confirmed 

4 decision.  This is a scam the way you're 

5 running this operation in lieu of time.  

6 Time is what you're being paid for.  

7           We should be able to perform 

8 and give our opinions on this as a 

9 public commentary for as long as it 

10 takes, because it's such a big, 

11 important issue.  I've pulled weeds from 

12 South Philly to North Philly to Olney to 

13 Manayunk and I pulled them by hand over 

14 my 40 years of experience.  I know what 

15 this bill is going to do in such a broad 

16 stroke.  

17           It's going to take away all 

18 the volunteers efforts that we've 

19 established over 20 years.  And for you 

20 to broadbrush this thing the way you're 

21 doing it and ramrodding it and forcing 

22 City Council to make an opinion on this 

23 without looking at all of these 

24 information things is a disgrace to the 

25 citizens of Philadelphia.  The people 
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1 you're going to hurt are not just the 

2 African-American community who are the 

3 minority contractors on a lot of these 

4 jobs that are doing the Parks & Rec 

5 removal, but you're also going to be 

6 hurting the general public and the 

7 volunteers of numerous ball fields, 

8 numerous organizations that take care of 

9 our kids day in and day out when 

10 nobody's around to help.  We need your 

11 support, but we don't need it in a 

12 ramrodded fashion like it's being done 

13 today.

14           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I thank 

15 you for your testimony, sir.  We are 

16 trying to hear from as many people as 

17 possible.  You're also more than willing 

18 or more than able to provide written 

19 testimony which will be read by every 

20 member of the Committee. 

21           So far in the interest of 

22 being transparent and making sure that 

23 the public has an opportunity to be 

24 heard, we've heard from over 50 people 

25 already today.  So there's just been a 
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1 huge amount of testimony on this 

2 particular bill.  

3           We're trying to just make sure 

4 that everybody's voice is heard.  But we 

5 really encourage if you feel like 

6 there's more that needs to be said or 

7 you want to express more about the bill, 

8 we really encourage you to put it in 

9 writing so that we can provide it to 

10 Members as part of the record for the 

11 written testimony.  So thank you so 

12 much.

13           MR. MORINO:  That is not as 

14 good -- 

15           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Sir.  

16 Sir -- 

17           MR. MORINO:  That is not as 

18 good -- 

19           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Sir.  

20 Sir -- 

21           MR. MORINO:  You don't need -- 

22           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Sir, thank 

23 you for your testimony.  Thank you for 

24 your testimony, sir.  We really have to 

25 move on in the interest so that other 



Committee on Public Health and Human Services
October 30, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 178

1 people can have an opportunity to speak 

2 like you just did.  

3           If we can hear from Mr. Jeremy 

4 Griffin.

5           MR. GRIFFIN:  Yes.  Can you 

6 hear me?

7           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  We can 

8 hear you.  Please state your name for 

9 the record and please proceed with your 

10 testimony.

11           MR. GRIFFIN:  Jeremy Griffin.  

12 Listen, I don't have much time, but I do 

13 want to say that this bill cannot go 

14 through.  We got to amend it to make 

15 sure that we act to get some people out 

16 here to remove the weeds, and pesticides 

17 was a great use to actually get rid of 

18 the weeds.  

19           I've actually been out in the 

20 parks removing weeds.  I worked for 

21 Parks & Rec for years ago.  And to be 

22 honest, pesticides was the way we were 

23 getting rid of knotweeds, which none of 

24 y'all know about.  You've been talking 

25 to a bunch of farmers.  This is an urban 
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1 forest.  You got to manage the urban 

2 forest.  You need to talk to managers of 

3 our urban forests.  

4           Philadelphia is one of the 

5 biggest urban forests and right now we 

6 got to really talk about how pesticides 

7 is actually getting rid of the 

8 invasives, okay.  You're talking to a 

9 lot of health professionals.  That's 

10 great.  They have a humanistic world 

11 view.  You need to talk to someone with 

12 an ecocentric point of view.

13           And to be honest, I would love 

14 to talk to anyone on Council about this.  

15 Pesticides was a great way to get rid of 

16 invasives and the roots of invasives. 

17 That's one thing that goats are not 

18 doing and it's one thing that a lot of 

19 our organic farmers don't know how to 

20 do, to get rid of invasives and the 

21 root, so there you go.

22           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

23 so much for being here for your 

24 testimony today.  And you can feel free 

25 to reach out to members of the Committee 
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1 and of Council to have further dialogue 

2 if you would like to do that.  I know 

3 you said you would like to have further 

4 conversation, but you're more than 

5 welcome to reach out and have those 

6 individual conversations.  I'm sure 

7 members of Council and their legislative 

8 staff will welcome that.  

9           Joan Blaustein, are you here?  

10           MS. BLAUSTEIN:  Yes, I am.  

11 Can you hear me?  

12           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  I can hear 

13 you well.  Please state your name for 

14 the record and proceed.  

15           MS. BLAUSTEIN:  My name is 

16 Joan Blaustein and I'm the former 

17 Director of Philadelphia Parks & 

18 Recreation Urban Forestry and Natural 

19 Lands Division.  I led teams of 

20 dedicated public service who were tasked 

21 with the immense challenge of managing 

22 almost 6,000 acres of natural areas in 

23 the City for the benefit of all citizens 

24 of Philadelphia.  

25           Our urban forests are under 
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1 increasing pressure from invasive 

2 plants, insects and diseases as well as 

3 the damaging effects of climate change.  

4 Some of these pests such as the spotted 

5 lantern fly and emerald ash are 

6 devastating our forests.  I'm opposed to 

7 this bill as written.  My hope is that 

8 careful consideration will be given to 

9 the challenges of managing natural lands 

10 as opposed to playgrounds, golf courses 

11 and ball fields.  The sweeping nature of 

12 this bill belies the understanding of 

13 the diversity and complexity to issues 

14 related to natural land management. 

15           Further, the implication that 

16 herbicides are used indiscriminately and 

17 with immunity further ignores the 

18 realities of how the work is actually 

19 being done.  Knowing the management of 

20 our natural areas is undertaken in a 

21 manner that always consider the impact 

22 of the work and attempts to minimize any 

23 negative consequences, I'm confident 

24 that if the Department was given proper 

25 opportunity, they would make any 
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1 reasonable effort to continue to assess 

2 practices and accept any actual 

3 scientific recommendations to further 

4 enhance their ability to protect our 

5 public lands and those who enjoy them.  

6           Their prerogative is not 

7 nefarious.  So let's instead give them 

8 the opportunity and resources to 

9 accomplish this most important task of 

10 improving, of preserving and relying on 

11 our natural lands to keep us all 

12 healthy.  Thank you.

13           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

14 for your testimony.  And I do want to 

15 say as I stated in the beginning, that 

16 we did try to work with the Department 

17 of Parks & Recreation to give them every 

18 opportunity to come up with a strategy, 

19 a plan, just what was going to be the 

20 outcome after the pilot program, and we 

21 got nothing back in return which to us 

22 felt like a lack of a sense of urgency.  

23           So we really did give them 

24 every opportunity and every chance to 

25 try to address this matter in a way that 
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1 would work for everyone so that we could 

2 have a bill that everyone would be 

3 supportive of, and we really got back 

4 nothing.  So it's most unfortunate, but 

5 thank you for your testimony.

6           MS. BLAUSTEIN:  You're 

7 welcome.

8           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Is George 

9 Armistead available to testify?  Is 

10 George Armistead available?  George?  

11           Travon White-Sams.

12           MR. WHITE-SAMS:  Thank you.  

13 Can you hear me?  

14           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Is this 

15 Travon?  

16           MR. WHITE-SAMS:  Yes.

17           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  

18 Please state your name for the record 

19 and then proceed with your testimony.

20           MR. WHITE-SAMS:  Hello, 

21 everyone.  My name is Travon White-Sams 

22 and I am a Cobbs Creek resident.  I've 

23 been here my whole life.  I grew up in 

24 Cobbs Creek playing on the playgrounds 

25 and navigating the trails and open 
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1 forest areas.  I even worked in those 

2 same spaces for a few years with Parks & 

3 Recreation.  

4           In doing so, I've learned a 

5 lot about what it takes to maintain 

6 native plant life and fight invasive 

7 species.  And as it stands, that 

8 involves the use of herbicides.  I would 

9 like to eventually make a complete 

10 transition to organic healthier 

11 alternative.  But as it stands, I know 

12 that that isn't currently the case which 

13 is why I am in support of the pilot 

14 program, which helps figure out what 

15 those alternatives are.

16           With that being said, I hope 

17 that the bill can be amended to include 

18 the pilot program and that stricter 

19 guidelines and oversight on where the 

20 herbicides can be sprayed be implemented 

21 in the spirit of healthy habitat 

22 management.  I want a healthier place 

23 for children to exist in as well as 

24 healthier maintained native plant life 

25 for those same children to enjoy in 
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1 conjunction with the different species 

2 that occupy those forest spaces.  Thank 

3 you.

4           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

5 so much for your testimony. 

6           Is Tykee James available?  

7 Mr. Tykee James.  Okay.  How about 

8 Matthew Halley -- 

9           MR. JAMES:  Hey, how are you 

10 doing.  Hey, Tykee James -- 

11           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Oh, I'm 

12 sorry.  Can you -- 

13           MR. JAMES:  -- here.  No.  All 

14 good.

15           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  

16 Very good.  Please state your name for 

17 the record and begin your testimony.

18           MR. JAMES:  Absolutely.  My 

19 name is Tykee James and while I do agree 

20 with the spirit of the bill, I think 

21 that something can really be 

22 accomplished with a straight ban on 

23 glyphosate or exploring as Travon said 

24 that pilot program.  I think that there 

25 could be amendments to this bill to make 
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1 it a lot better in ways that consider 

2 unintended consequences.  

3           And I'm glad you said it, 

4 because it is unfortunate that Parks & 

5 Rec wasn't able to provide context and 

6 info on the topic of land conservation 

7 in Philadelphia.  Thank you.

8           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

9 so much for your testimony.  I would 

10 agree wholeheartedly that we really did 

11 want something with their input and 

12 really didn't get anything back, so 

13 that's most unfortunate.  Thank you for 

14 your testimony.  

15           Is Matthew Halley available?  

16           MR. HALLEY:  Yes, I'm here.

17           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Hi, 

18 Matthew.  Please state your name for the 

19 record and begin your testimony.

20           MR. HALLEY:  Thank you.  My 

21 name is Matthew Halley.  I'm a Ph.D. 

22 candidate in Environmental Science at 

23 Drexel University and the Academy of 

24 Natural Sciences, and I hold a Master of 

25 Science Degree in Natural Resources from 
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1 Delaware State University.

2           I agree with the spirit of the 

3 bill, especially its emphasis on 

4 improving oversight by reducing the 

5 general use of herbicides, especially in 

6 cosmetic land-saving uses.  However, a 

7 blanket ban of herbicides takes away one 

8 of the critical tools used in habitat 

9 and ecosystem restoration projects that 

10 require the initial removal or 

11 suppression of non-native invasive 

12 plants.

13           I urge Council to include an 

14 amendment to this bill to permit the 

15 targeted use of herbicides in this 

16 specific context following model 

17 legislation passed in the city of 

18 Ontario, Canada which I've provided 

19 information in my written information.  

20 Non-native plants are harmful to native 

21 songbirds and insect population, and 

22 several native birds that were 

23 previously breeders in Fairmount Park 

24 have vanished in coincident with the 

25 flourishing of these invasive plants.  
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1           Environmental justice is not 

2 nearly a matter of chemical exposure.  

3 It's about reducing racial disparities 

4 and access to native ecosystems and 

5 native wildlife.  We need to have a 

6 nuance discussion and one that does not 

7 cherry-pick or misrepresent scientific 

8 evidence as I've heard today from some 

9 components of this bill.  I urge Council 

10 to make explicit provisions for the 

11 targeted use of herbicides in the 

12 context of invasive plant control in 

13 ecological restoration.  Thank you very 

14 much for your time.

15           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

16 very much for your commentary.  I think 

17 it's very valuable in terms of looking 

18 at invasive plants and what can be done 

19 there, so we will do additional research 

20 and follow up there because that's very 

21 important, so thank you so much for your 

22 commentary. 

23           Jeff Goldman, are you here?  

24 Jeff Goldman?  Okay -- 

25           MR. GOLDMAN:  I'm here.  
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1           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  

2 Great.  Jeff, please state your name for 

3 the record and proceed.

4           MR. GOLDMAN:  Can you hear me?  

5           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Yes, we 

6 can hear you.  Please state your name 

7 and begin.

8           MR. GOLDMAN:  Okay.  My name 

9 is Jeff Goldman.  I work full-time as 

10 the Chief Horticulturalist for a 

11 subsidized housing nonprofit with 

12 campuses in North and West Philadelphia.  

13 I have a pesticide license.  While it 

14 was laudable and necessary for the City 

15 to discuss herbicide use, banning 

16 herbicides all together would greatly 

17 impede ecological restoration in 

18 Philadelphia parks and woodlands.  It 

19 would also be a subsequent obstacle for 

20 urban restoration in Philadelphia alleys 

21 and public housing stock.  (Inaudible) 

22 acts of herbicide painted on a stump can 

23 kill a root system entirely.  This 

24 approach is knowledgeable, cost-

25 effective and relatively safe for the 
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1 user and the environment as it is 

2 surgical and targeted.  

3           Nevertheless, we absolutely 

4 need to reduce herbicide use.  Weed-

5 whackers may be a better option for 

6 treating weeds and sidewalks.  Roadside 

7 marshes, playgrounds and (inaudible) 

8 tracks can sprain the legacy.  

9 Furthermore, the aisles of big box 

10 stores are loaded with herbicide and 

11 Philadelphians are buying and using it.  

12 A city-wide education program with the 

13 problems with herbicide use could lead 

14 to significant reductions.  Kindly 

15 consider these options instead of an 

16 outright ban.  Thank you.

17           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

18 so much for your testimony.  We greatly 

19 appreciate you hanging in there with us 

20 today.  We've heard --

21           MR. GOLDMAN:  Sure.  Take 

22 care.

23           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  -- well 

24 over 50, almost 60 people today.  And 

25 so, I want to thank everyone for their 
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1 patience.  Obviously, this is something 

2 that we take very seriously and we want 

3 to make sure that we get it right, as 

4 close to right as possible.  So we hear 

5 each and every one of you.  So I don't 

6 want anyone to feel unheard today. 

7           With that being said, is there 

8 anyone else who has not testified or 

9 signed in yet?  We do have a hard stop 

10 scheduled for 1:30 today as the Mayor 

11 has a scheduled press conference so we 

12 will lose not only the quorum, but we 

13 lose the ability to conduct the meeting 

14 at 1:30. 

15           So is there anyone who would 

16 like to testify?  

17                (No response.)

18           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And 

19 hearing none, we're going to at this 

20 point move to our public meeting.  So 

21 bear with us for one second.  

22           Okay.  I do want to ask if 

23 there are any other questions or 

24 comments from members of the Committee?  

25 Any other comments from any other 
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1 members of the Committee?

2                (No response.)

3           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  

4 There being no further questions from 

5 members of the Committee and no 

6 witnesses to testify, I will ask if 

7 there is anyone else present in this 

8 hearing whose name we have failed to 

9 call and that wishes to offer testimony 

10 on any of the bills being considered 

11 today.  

12                (No response.)

13           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  And since 

14 we already did that, hearing none, I 

15 want to thank all of the panels and 

16 witnesses for their participation today.  

17 We value your opinions and I now invite 

18 all panels and witnesses to please 

19 disconnect from this meeting before we 

20 go into our public meeting.  We will now 

21 pause the proceedings briefly as 

22 multiple participants leave the hearing.  

23 So if we can ask everyone to disconnect 

24 with the exception of members of 

25 Council.  
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1           I see that as that's 

2 happening, Councilman David Oh would 

3 like to be recognized prior to the vote.  

4 Councilman Oh.

5           COUNCILMAN OH:  Yes.  Thank 

6 you very much, Madam Chair.  And thank 

7 you for holding this hearing.  

8           I want to thank all the 

9 witnesses.  Actually, the witnesses have 

10 been extremely educational.  I have 

11 certainly understood a lot more from the 

12 testimony.  I would like to just let 

13 everybody know that I will be voting to 

14 vote this bill out of Committee.  

15           However, what I have heard and 

16 have expressed to the Chairwoman is the 

17 concern around ball fields, sports 

18 fields, golf facilities in particular 

19 and invasive species, urban forests and 

20 the like.  I think these issues I want 

21 to assure you are not lost on us.  It 

22 appears to me that sometimes things 

23 don't move until there's a hammer, and 

24 the hammer is this bill.  

25           This bill is what's getting 
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1 this conversation moving and going, and 

2 it is unacceptable that we will not even 

3 have a recommendation on what we should 

4 do until our term is over.  So I will 

5 support this bill.  I am assured that 

6 we're going to have further discussions.  

7 Very good points have been made.  

8 Sometimes we have very frustrated 

9 people.  

10           I want to let you know that 

11 all of us on this Committee, especially 

12 our Chairwoman, have heard everything 

13 you said.  We invite you -- and for 

14 those who wanted to have further 

15 discussions, we are available and I'm 

16 personally available.  It is very 

17 important and I certainly encourage 

18 everyone.  

19           We have an opportunity to make 

20 amendments.  We have an opportunity to 

21 look for a new pilot program from the 

22 Department, one that doesn't take three 

23 years, and that's what the Chairwoman is 

24 looking for.  

25           Chairwoman, thank you very 
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1 much.

2           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

3 very much, Councilman Oh.  And I think 

4 that you perfectly crystallized my exact 

5 thoughts on this matter.  We really do 

6 want what's in the best interest of our 

7 children, our families, our 

8 neighborhoods, our communities.  And 

9 there needs to be a sense of urgency to 

10 some of the things that we do.  

11           And so, it's most unfortunate 

12 that we didn't get the input that we 

13 were looking for.  But hopefully, I'm 

14 still hopeful that the Department of 

15 Parks & Recreation will see that we 

16 intend to proceed and that they will 

17 come to the table and be willing to 

18 provide some meaningful input into this 

19 matter. 

20           I see Councilman Derek Green 

21 would also like to be recognized before 

22 we vote.

23           COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Thank you, 

24 Madam Chair.  I want to echo the 

25 sentiments of both you and Councilman 
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1 Oh.  I've listened to all of the 

2 testimony, both from public comments as 

3 well as those who testified in the 

4 hearing as well as listened to the 

5 concerns raised by the Administration as 

6 well as the concerns raised by those in 

7 the public regarding the health issue of 

8 this legislation.  

9           With the amendments this 

10 legislation even if it were to pass, and 

11 it still would have to get both through 

12 this Committee as well as City Council 

13 as a whole, the timeline for 

14 implementation has been extended.  Ad 

15 so, I believe that will provide some 

16 additional time.  One, if the bill does 

17 move through Committee, then it will be 

18 on the calendar of City Council and it 

19 will be some additional time to look 

20 into this legislation to try to come to 

21 a resolution to some of the issues that 

22 are a concern and have been raised.  

23           I look forward to that 

24 conversation.  But I also believe 

25 there's a need to at least move the 



Committee on Public Health and Human Services
October 30, 2020

(215) 504-4622
STREHLOW & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Page 197

1 issue forward in order to provide some 

2 urgency in trying to develop a 

3 resolution that balances both the 

4 concerns for the cost, concerns 

5 regarding health and how we protect the 

6 health of the citizens of our City as 

7 well as making sure that we're doing all 

8 that we can to address some of the 

9 concerns raised regarding vegetation and 

10 also plantation within the City.  

11           Thank you, Madam Chair.

12           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you, 

13 Councilman.  Appreciate your comments 

14 and your participation today.  

15           Councilman Thomas also would 

16 like to be recognized.

17           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Thank you, 

18 Madam Chair.  I just wanted to thank you 

19 for your leadership on this issue.

20           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.

21           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  I wanted 

22 to thank all the people who testified as 

23 well as echo the sentiments of my 

24 colleagues, Councilmember Green as well 

25 as Councilmember Oh.  I think that they 
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1 communicated perfectly how I want to 

2 vote on this bill and what we should do 

3 with this particular issue.  So I just 

4 wanted to say thank you to everybody.  I 

5 appreciate it.

6           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you 

7 so much.  We appreciate that.  

8           Any other comments from the 

9 Committee?  

10                (No response.) 

11           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  

12 Seeing none -- let's see, let's see.  

13 I'm sorry.  I'm following up on my 

14 script here.  

15           This concludes the public 

16 hearing of the Committee.  We will now 

17 go into a public meeting to consider the 

18 action to be taken on the bill before us 

19 today.  

20           Clerk, will you please call 

21 the roll to take attendance.  Members 

22 that are in attendance will please 

23 indicate that you are present when your 

24 name is called.  Also -- 

25                (Background 
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1 Interruption.)

2           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Somebody 

3 may want to hit mute.  We can hear 

4 additional comments.  Councilman Henon, 

5 you may want to go on mute.

6           Clerk, will you please call 

7 the roll to take attendance.  Members 

8 that are in attendance will please 

9 indicate that you are present when your 

10 name is called.  Also, please say a few 

11 brief words when responding so that your 

12 image will be displayed on screen when 

13 you speak.  

14           Madam Clerk.

15           THE CLERK:  Councilman Henon.

16           COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you, 

17 Madam Chair.  Councilman Henon is 

18 present.

19           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.

20           THE CLERK:  Councilmember Oh.

21           COUNCILMAN OH:  Thank you very 

22 much.  Thank you for the hearing and --

23                (Background 

24 Interruption.)

25           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Can I 
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1 pause -- okay.  Councilman Henon's mute.  

2           Okay.  Go ahead, Sabrina.

3           THE CLERK:  Councilmember Gym.  

4           Councilmember Green.

5           COUNCILMAN GREEN:  Present.  

6           THE CLERK:  Councilmember 

7 Thomas.

8           COUNCILMAN THOMAS:  Present.

9           THE CLERK:  And, Councilmember 

10 Brooks.

11           COUNCILWOMAN BROOKS:  Present.

12           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.  

13 A quorum of Committee members is 

14 present.  

15           I now want to recognize 

16 Councilmember Henon for a motion on the 

17 amendment to Bill 200425.  Councilmember 

18 Henon?  

19           COUNCILMAN HENON:  Councilman 

20 Henon, yes.  Hi.

21           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Can we get 

22 you to -- we want to recognize you for a 

23 motion on the amendment to Bill 200425.  

24           COUNCILMAN HENON:  My 

25 apologies.  I move on the motion to Bill 
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1 200425.  

2           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  So you 

3 offer the amendment?

4           COUNCILMAN HENON:  I am 

5 offering an amendment.  I apologize.  I 

6 am relocating in -- 

7           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  That's 

8 okay.

9           COUNCILMAN HENON:  -- so I 

10 offer the amendment to the bill that's 

11 in front of us here today.

12           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you. 

13 The Chair notes for the record that 

14 Councilman Henon offers an amendment to 

15 Bill No. 200425.  A copy of the 

16 amendment has been circulated to all 

17 members of the Committee.  

18           Is there a second?  

19           COUNCILMAN OH:  Second.

20           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  For the 

21 record, Councilman David Oh has seconded 

22 the amendment.  The Chair notes that 

23 again Councilman Oh has seconded the 

24 motion.  It's been moved and properly 

25 seconded that the amendment to Bill No. 
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1 200425 be approved.  

2           All those in favor of this 

3 motion will signify by saying aye.

4                (Aye.) 

5           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Anyone 

6 opposed?  

7                (No response.) 

8           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  No.  Okay.  

9 The ayes have it.  The motion carries 

10 and the amendment to Bill No. 200425 has 

11 been approved. 

12           The Chair recognizes 

13 Councilmember Henon for a motion on Bill 

14 No. 200425 as amended.

15           COUNCILMAN HENON:  Thank you, 

16 Madam Chair.

17           I move that Bill No. 200425 as 

18 amended be reported out of this 

19 Committee with a favorable 

20 recommendation with a rule of suspension 

21 as to be heard at our next Council 

22 session.  

23           COUNCILMAN OH:  Second.

24           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.  

25 It's been moved as amended by Councilman 
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1 Henon and seconded by Councilman David 

2 Oh for the record as amended to be 

3 reported from this Committee with a 

4 favorable recommendation and further 

5 move that the rules of Council be 

6 suspended to be permit first reading of 

7 this bill at the next session of 

8 Council.  

9           All of those in favor of this 

10 motion will signify by saying aye.

11                (Aye.) 

12           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Is there 

13 anyone opposed?  

14                (No response.)

15           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Okay.  The 

16 ayes have it and the motion carries.  

17           And this concludes the 

18 business before this Committee on Public 

19 Health and Human Services.  I really 

20 want to thank all of you for your 

21 attendance and your patience today in 

22 this marathon hearing that we had today.  

23 Thank you so much everyone for your 

24 participation.  Have a wonderful 

25 weekend.
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1           COUNCILMAN OH:  All right.  

2 You too.

3           COUNCILWOMAN BASS:  Thank you.

4           (Committee on Public Health 

5 and Human Services concluded at 

6 1:05 p.m.)

7           

8           

9           

10           

11           

12           

13           

14           

15           

16           

17           

18           

19           

20           

21           

22           

23           

24           

25
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1                 C E R T I F I C A T I O N 

2
             I, hereby certify that the 

3
       proceedings and evidence noted are contained 

4
       fully and accurately in the stenographic  

5
       notes taken by me in the foregoing matter, 

6
       and this is a correct transcript of the 

7
       same.  

8

9

10

11

12                ______________________________
               TANEHA C. CARROLL

13                Court Reporter - Notary Public 

14

15                 

16                 

17                 

18                 

19                 

20                  (The foregoing certification of 

21       this transcript does not apply to any 

22       reproduction of the same by any means, 

23       unless under the direct control and/or 

24       supervision of the certifying reporter.)

25
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